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A NEW. AND COMPLETE. 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


THE 


HOLY BIBLE, 


INCLUDING THE 


OLD ann NEW TESTAMENT: 


AND COMPRISING 
All the TRANSACTIONS recorded in the oaCREY WRITINGS, 


é FROM THE 


CREATION OF THE WORLD, 


TO THE 


Full Eftabl; ae of Chri iprianity. 


WHICH 


The feveral Parts of Scriptfre are ieee related, and fatisfactorily illuftrated; Obfcure 
Paffages rendered clear ; Seeming Inconfiftencies regonciled ; the various Significations of the 
moft expreflive Appellatives elucidated; Falfe Tranilations amended ; Former Errors corrected ; 
and Difficult Texts made clear to every Capacity. 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED 
An anule and comprehenfive Dispuay of the Connecrion between the 
Sacrep WrivrerRs and ProFraNne Autuors: Alfo— 


Particular Accounts of the Lives and TRansacTIions of the moft eminent PATRIARCHS, 
ProrueEts, and other Servants of GOD, who, by an infpired Grace, have diftinguithed 
‘themfelves in the Difplay of Divine Wifdom. ; 


-ILLUSTRATED WITH NOTES 


Hiftorical Literal ‘||. Syftematical Reconciliatory 
Theological Critical Chronological ~ Biographical | 
Civil. Natural Argumentative . ‘l] Practical 
Commercial Military Philological - AND 
Geographical Political Explatiatory Moral 


The Whole calculated to enlighten the Underftanding, purify the Heart, and promote the Knowledge | of 
thofe Sacre Ep Scrirtures, by which we may obtain Happinefs here, and eternal Salvation hereafter.’ 


a 
| __ By the Reverend EDWARD KIMPTON, a 


Vicar of RoGare in Sufex, Morning Preacher of St. Matthew’s, Betbna l-Green, and late of 
Curist’s CoLLeGE, Cambridge ; 
Affited by many learned GENTLEMEN, who have made the Sacred Writings their peculiar Study.. 











‘Bmbellihed with a great Number of beautiful COPPER-PLATES, defcriptive of the moft diftinguifhed Tranfaétions related in 
_ the Sacrep Warrincs; From Original Drawings of the ingenions Meffrs. METZ, STOTHARD and SAUNDERS, 
' Members of the Royal Academy; and other eminent Artifts. ‘The Whole engraved by the moft Capital Performers, parti- 
' cularly GRIGNION, COLLIER, HEATH, COOK, BLAKE, WHITE, TAYLOR, &c. 


The HISTORY of th HOLY BIBLE view: 
Shewn in' a Light confpicuous, pleafing, new ; . 
All that is difficult is here made plain, 
Infirudt and charm, inform and entertain. 

Eternal Blifs thre’ pleafing Pages trace, 

And feek Salvation in the Paths of Grace. 
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PREFACE 


'T is the general Intent of Books to apply to the Heart, ot Imagination j to touch the 
Paffions, or pleafe the Fancy; but the Hotry Biste addreffes the Soul, gives Joy, 
Peace and Comfort here, and a delightful Profpect hereafter: 


A New and Complete Untuerfal Hiftory of the Holy Bible has long been wanting : We havé 
with great Care, Expence and Study, together with the Affiftance of fome of the moft 
learned Divines, been enabled to prefent one to the Public. In this Work we have 
blended Inftru@tion and Entertainment in fuch a Manner, that whilft the Reader is fen- 
fibly pleafed, he will find himfelf imperceptibly improved, and be amazed at his extenfive 
Knowledge of the Scriptures acquired in fo rapid a Manner. 


A Hiftory of the Bible is abfolutely neceffary to accompany that Sacred Book, in order 
to elucidate feveral important Matters, which, in this Age, might riot be underftood by 
many pious and well difpofed people: The Sacred Writers dften named Places which they 
did not defcribe, becaufe thofe to whom their Writings were addreffed well knew them. 
It is our Bufinefs, therefore, to point out the Situation, together with the antienit ard mo- 
dern State of thofe Places. Tey mentioned Cuftoms peculiar to the early Ages and Oii« 
ental Countries in which they lived, and at this modern Time require Explanations, aid 
which we have illuftrated with infinite Care and Pains. Exclufive of thefe Duties, we 
have found it neceffary to reconcile feeming Inconfiftencies ; clear obf{cure Paflages ; -correéct 
falfe Tranflations ; remove Errors ots all Kinds, and give Religion the Smiles of Heayeuly 
Benignity. 


In our Labours may he viewed, with awful Surprize, the Great and Glorious Work of 
the Creation: and with pleafing Admiration may be feen the rife and fall of Empires; the 
Revolutions of Kingdoms and States ;. the various Viciffitudes of Life in all Stations ; the 
Depravity of Human Nature when Man is ‘fdrfaken by God; the eafy Tranfitions from In- 
nocence to Guilt and from Virtue to Vice; the Policy of Courts, and Simplicity of Cot- 
tages; the Rage of Luft; Folly of Pride; Fate of Tyranny, and Madnefs of Ambition. 
Here will be found Patterns for Kings and Princes ; Governors and Generals ; Magiftrates 
and Minifters, and for all who intend to practife the Chriftian or Moral Virtues. Hence St. 
Gregory fays, From the Patriarchs we may take the.Model of all Virtues: Abel teaches us 
Innocence ; Enoch Purity of Heart; Noah a firm Perfeverance in Righteoufnefs; Abraham 
the Perfection of Purity; Jofeph nae 3 Jacob Conftancy in Labour; Mofes Meek- 
nefs; and Job invincible Patience. 


Salvation, the moft. glorious Prize. that ‘Man: can obtain, may be here purfued with 
Pleafure, and acquired with Eafe, if Piety is the Guide and Faith the Interceffor. The 
Mercy .of God is greater than our Delinquency, and eternal Happinefs is in otr Reach if 
we fupprefs the Gratification of our Paffions to feek it. Read and be informed ; look for 
and find. 

Charm us ye ‘Sacred Leaves. an nobler Themes, 
With op’ning Heavens and. Angels -rob’d in Flames ; 
Ye reftlefs Paffions, while. we read, be. awd: 

Hail ye myfterious Oracles of God. 
Here we behold how infant Time began ; 

How the Duft mov’d, and quicken’d into Man ; 
Here thro’ ‘the flow’ry Walks of Eden rove, 
Court the foft Breeze, or range the {picy Grove ; 
There tread on hallow’d Ground, where Angels trod ; 
’ And rev’rend Patriarchs talk’d as Friends with God: 

Or hear the Voice to flumb’ring Prophets giv’n, 

Or gaze on Vifions from the Throne of Heav’n. a, 
/ : ¢ 


iv P R E FA C E, 


The Human Mind requires Relaxation from every. Labour ¢ Reading is the mof rational 
and inoffenfive Method of employing vacant Time. We gain Knowledge, while we ob- 
tain Pleafure; and no one ever rofe from aading a good Author, without being either 
wifer or better. . z cy 


The Works of the Primitive Fathers of the’ Church ie a of Singular Ufe in ehici- 
dating the Holy Scriptures. They lived immediately after the Time of the Apoftles and 
Evangelifts, and have handed to us many important Faéts that have thrown a great Lig 
upon the Sacred Writings: ‘Fhey gave a firm Foundation for forming.a History: o 
tHE Bisi8, which fucceffive Ages have amazingly improved. To them we owe theCi 
culation of Chriftianity in the earlieft Ages, as they propagated the Gofpel Tenets with 
Zeal, and impreffed their divine Truths with Energy. Hence St. Auftin fays. -to his Au- 
ditors, concerning the Chriftian Preachers of his Days, ‘‘ When we converfe with you at’ 
other Times (meaning in private Converfation) we rather bear with you than: interac! 
you, but when we are in this Holy Place, and expound to you the Booke of God, in: cafe’ 
the Truths we propound to you feem too rigid, the Neceffity which lies upon. us of ex-' 
pounding the Scripture, will plead our Excufe for the Liberty with which -we reprefent 
what God himfelf {peaks to you. If the Word of God aftonifhes you, fo it does us: We 
are as apprehenfive of its Threats as you, and while we fpeak thofe Things which make, 
you tremble, we are affected in the very fame Manner.” 


This Work is formed upon an entire new Plan, and rendered exaétly confonant to ‘the: 
natural Partitions of Scripture. ‘The whole is illuftrated and explained by fuch curious 
and intercfting Notes, as will form an inexhauftible Fund of Literary Entertainment ; 
ample will be the Inftruétions of the Hiftory, and amufing the Elucidations. — 


CHRISTIAN READER! 

Let me intreat of you ferioufly to refle& on the fhortnefs and uncertainty of this, trans 
fitory Life, and try, ere it be too late, to fecure eternal Felicity. You have an immortal 
Soul, fave it, therefore, from perifhing ; and as it is your Intereft, let it be your Incli- 
nation, to procure it endlefs Blifs. Religion points the Path, follow it, and let not the: 
Allurements of a delufive World draw you afide: : 


For, let the Witling argue all he can, : Reem. 5 
It is Religion fill which makes the Man-: an 
’Tis this, my Friend, which ftreaks thy Mornings bright ; ; 

’Tis this which gilds the Horrors of the Night. 

When Wealth forfakes us, and when Friends are few ; 

When Friends are faithlefs, or when Faes purfue; 

*Tis this which wards the Blow, or ftills the Smart, 

Difarms Affliction, or repells its Dart ; 

Within the Breaft bids prefent Raptures rife, 

Bids awful Confcience fpread her cloudlefs Skies. 

When the Storm thickens and the Thunders Foll, gs he 
When the Earth trembles to th’affrighted Pole, see faa 
‘The virtuous Mind nor fears nor doubts affail, 

For Storms are Zephyrs, or a gentler Gale. 

But when Difeafe obf&tructs the lab’ring Breath, 

When the Pulfe thickens, and each Gafp is Death, 

Ev’n then Religion hall fuftain the Juft, 

Grace their laft Moments, nor defert their Duft. 


5 DE 30 | 
EDWARD, KIMPTON. 
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a NEW anp COMPLETE 
UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


OF THE 


HOLY BIBLE. 





P A R T 1. 
Containing the Hisrory of the OLD TESTAMENT. 





-B O O K i? 


“From the Creation to the Dzeatu of Moses, 
[ Including a Period of 2553 Years. ] 





CH A P, I. 


The Creation of the World. The State of Man's Innocence. The Fall af our Firf Parents, 
and their Expulfion from Paradife. 


HE firft tranfaction with which we |; thofe above the firmament from thofe beneath; 
» " are prefented by hiftory, is the moft |} and parted the waters of the earth from the wa- 
awful and glorious that imagination }} tery atmofpheres. The firmament + formed 
can conceive, namely, Tue Crea- |} on this occafion was called Heaven, and, with 
TION OF THE WorLtp. Stupendous work! || the feparation of the waters, compleated the 
and worthy the amazing power of that fupreme || fecond day of the creation. fo 
Being by whom it was executed. The Spirit of |} Light being formed, and ‘the water's fépa- 
God moved upon the face of the waters, and |} rated from each other, the Almighty, on the 
vivified them. He faid, ‘< Let there be Light, || third day, commanded that the waters beneath 
and there was light *! and God faw the light || the firmament fhould be gathered together, and 
that it was good, and he dived the light {| dry land appear. The waters accordingly fled 
from the aul nels: calling the light day, and }| into deep vallies and receffes of the earth, the 
the darknefs night ;-and the evening and the }] lofty mountains raifed their towering heads, 
morning were the firft day.” Surprizing dif- || and the leffer hills difplayed their pleafing 
play of Omnipotence, to illuminate a whole || fummits. As the great Creator defigned the 
fyftem. in fo fhort a time, and appoint the pro-. || earth for the future habitation of man and beatt, 
per portions of light and darknefs to every part || it was no fooner feparated from the waters 
of the univerfe ! - .- J} than he gave it a prolific virtue, and endowed it 
The. waters being. ftill difperfed’ over the || with the power of vegetation. The furface was 
face of chaos, the Almighty was pleafed to fe- || immediately covered with grafs for cattle, 
parate them from each other, and reftrain their || which was fucceeded by herbs, plants, and fruit, 
currents within proper bounds. He divided |} trees, proper for the nourifhment of man. All 


a thofe - 
* With. refpet to the expreffion, 4nd God faid, Let + The Hebrew word which we tranflate frmament, fi o 


there be Light, and, there was light, Longinus, that great || niftes a curtain, or any thing ftretched out and extended. 
judge of the beautiful and {ublime, fays, ‘‘ It is the mioft || The term is not only applied to the ty, but to the at- 
' noble and lofty example of fublimity that imagination can || mofphere, and in this place feems particularly to refer to 
. onceive : if commands things into exiftence, {peaks with |{ that extent of airy mateer which encompadffes the earth, and 
ie sence of fupernatural autiority, and is the language of jj feparates the clouds from the waters-on the earth, . ‘ 
pH SE a Oe IME a ra a | 7 } 
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thofe- were. inftantly in-a ftate of 


bitants for whem they were defigned *.. 


The Almighty Creator, having prepared fuch 
neceflaries as he thought proper on earth, for 
on the 
fourth. day formed thofe two great lumina- 
ries of heaven called the Sun and Moon! the 
former of which he appointed to rule the day, ° 
He likewife formed 
the planets, fixed their gravitation and vicifli- 


the ufe of its intended inhabitants, 


and the latter the night. 


tudes, and appointed their regular courfes, 
that they might divide time and diftinguifh 
the feaions. 


on the planets, was promoted the office of ve- 
getation. 

The creation of the firft four days confifting 
of things inanimate, on the fifth God pro- 
nounced his omnipotent fiat, for the produc- 
tion of living creatures, faying, ‘* Let the wa- 
ters bring forth abundantly the moving crea- 
ture that hath life, and fowl+ that may fly 


above the earth in the open Armament of 


heaven.” He was pleafed to form thefe crea- 
tures of different fhapes and fizes; fome very 
larget, to fhew the wonder of his creating 
power, and others exceeding {mall, to difplay 
the goodnefs of his indulgent providence. 
After he had created them, he gave them his 
bleffing, by bidding them, be fruitful and mutl- 
tiply; enduing them, at the fame time, with 
a power to propagate, in a prolific manner, 
their refpective fpecies. And thus were com- 
pleated the works of the fifth day. 

In the beginning of the fixth day God created 
the terreftrial animals, which the facred hitto- 
rian has divided into three claffes; namely, 

1. Beaits, or wild creatures, fuch as lions, 
tigers, bears, wolves, &c. 

2, Cattle, or domeftic animals, for the ufe of 
men, fuch as bulls and cows, fheep; hogs, 
horfes, affes, &c. 

3. Creeping things, fuch as ferpents, worms, 
and various kinds of infects. 


STN 


* Though the firft fruits of the earth were all produced 
without any feeds, by the bare command of God, yet, to 
perpetuate the fame, each kind contained its own feed, 
which being fown in the earth, or falling, when ripe, from 
the plants themfelves, fhould continue in fucceffion to the 
end of the world. . 

+ From this expreffion, fome are of opinion, that fowls 
derive their origin from the water as well as the fithes ; 
while others, with equal reafon, fuppofe them to have 
been made out of the earth, agrecable to the -following 
paffage in Gen. ii. 1g. *¢ Out of the ground God formed 
every beaft of the field, and every fowl! of the air.” But 
thefe two texts are eafily reconciled, when. we confider, 
that neither denies what the other afferts. It isto he ob- 
ferved, that fome fowls live moftly in the water, others 

artly on land, and partly on water, 
live altogether on land. This diverfity countenances the 
opinion of many of the anticnts, that they were made 
partly out of the water, or of both mixed together. 

{ ‘The words in the text are, And God created great 
But this expreffion muft not be confined to the 
fish of an enormous 
that differ both in 


avbales. 
whale alone: it undoubtedly implies, 
‘fize, of which there are various {pecies, 
their form and magnitude. : 

What a noble and majeftic expreflion was this, and 
how confiftent with the nature of that Almighty Being by 
whom it was fpoken! {n the formation of other creatures, 
God-fays, let the earth or the waters bring them forth ; 














































perfection, that- 
tliey might be ready for the ufe of thofe infia~ 


By means of thefe luminaries the 
atmofphere was rarified, and, by their influence 


while a third fort ° 


rue HOLY BIBLE, Boox I: 


- ‘Che omnipotent Creator having made the . 
- su SES — a 
the formation of the grand objec& Man, for 
whofe ufe they were defigned. He faid, Let us 
wtake- man in our -image, aften our likenefs§. 
And, to fhew that the creature he was now 
about to form fhould be the mafter-piece of the 
creation, and (under his aufpices) have fugre- 
macy over the whole, he archer fays, and let 
him have dominion over the fib of the fea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the earth, and over every creeping thing 
that creepeth upon the earth. In the formation 
of man’s kody, God made choice of the du& of - 
the earth, after which, ‘having infuf#d into hit 
an immortal fpirit, or, as the text fays, breathed. 
into bis noftrils the breath of life, he became a liv- 
ing foul ||. 
- "As foon as Adam began to feel 2 fenfe of his 
exiftence, (having been by his great Creator in- 
vefted with knowledge as well as power) he was 
greatly alarmed at the animals that he faw fur- 
round him; but the Almighty, to:eafe bis mind, 
affured him, that all the creatures on the earth | 
fhould be fubjeét to his authority, and to con- 
vince him of the great power with which he 
had invefted him, appointed them to appear 
before him. This was accordingly done, upon 
which, as they paffed, Adam readily gave them 
fuch appellations as diftinguithed their fpecies, 
and were fuitable.to their natures . 

Adam greatly admired the animals to whom 
he had given names; but, when he faw them 
all in couples, he was concerned that he alone 
was without a companion, whofe fociety might 
contribute to his happinefs. The Almighty, 
knowing his anxiety, threw him into a found 
‘fleep, during wich he took away one of his 
ribs, and, after clofing up the orifice, formed 
it into the body of a woman **, gave her breath, 
and, like Adam, fhe became a diving foul. 

This was certainly the laft aé&t ++ of the whole 
creation, which, by the almighty power of God, 
was made perfect in the fpace of fix days; at 

the 


enemas 


but here (as if man was to be made only a little lower than 
the angels) he fays, Jet us make him in our image, that is, 
let us make him like ourfelf; let us endue him with all 
thofe noble faculties that will raife him above the animal 
creation, and make him not only to bear our image in the 
lower world, butyalfo qualify him for the enjoyment of 
thofe bleffings that are to be found at our sight hand, to 
the full extent of eternity. 

\{ Jofephus fays, that after God had created man, he 
called him Adam, which, in the Hebrew, fignifies red, 
from the earth, with which he was made being of that co- 
lour. 

q@ The great poet, Milton, on this occafion, expreffes 
himfelf as Bilews : 


As thus he fpake, each bird, and beaft, behold 
Approaching, two and two 5 thefe cow’ring low 
With blandithment; each bird ftoop’d on his wing. 
I nam’d them, as they pafs’d, and underftood 
Their nature, with fach knowledge God endued 
My fudden apprehenfion ! 


*#*® The general name for woman, in the Hebrew lan- 
_ guage, is Ifa; but this woman, being the fr/, was (after 
te fall) called Eve, which fignifies the: mother of human 
hind, : : ee ; 


wet Though the facred historian does not, in « particular 


manner, mention the formation of Eve till fome’ time oie 
; estat) Ye nly that 
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Car, Te 
thie. clefe of which the,ateat Creator took a {yr- 


properly adapted to. the: piles for seh 3 ‘al 


intended. ‘Fhe next’ day (which w 
venth from the beginning of the creation *) 
God fet apart.as.4 tigae of: folemn reft from_ his 
labours. “He _ bleffed and fanctified it; and, to 
imprefg mankind. with a. jut fenfe of his infinite 
wifdem, power and goodnefs, ordered + it ever 
after to be kept, fered 5 set 
‘When Adam firff beheld the fair partner of 
his life, who was prefented to him by her Al- 
mighty Creator, he was ftruck with a fecret-fym- 
pathy, and finding her of his own. likenefs and 
complexion, he exclaimed with rapture §, Tbis is 
now bone of my bone, and flefo of my fits. He 
eafily forefaw that the love and union which was 
now to take place between them. was to be laft- 





that of Adam, yet it is not in the leaft to be doubted but 
they were both created on the fame day. This, indeed, 
evidently appears from the relation of the works of the 
fixth day, Gen. ii, 27. where, after the woxds, God created 
man in bis own image, are added, male and female created 
Be them. . : 

* It is not dire€tly afcertained at what time or fea3fon of 
the. year the world was made ; but, from, thetrees being laden 
with fruit (of which hiftery informs us our firit parents did 
eat) itis moft reafonable to fuppofe that it was at or near the 
autumnal equinox. ar) 

+ Thus was the feventh day appointed by God, from the 
very beginning of the world, to be obfesved as a day of reft 
hy aanhind: in memory of the benefits received in the 
formation of the univerfe. It has heen a queftion, among 
the learned, whether any fabbath was obferved before the 
promulgation of the law by Mofes; hut the moft judicious 
commentators agree, that Adam and Eve conftantly obferved 
the feventh day, and dedicated it, in a peculiar manner, to 
the fervice of the Almighty ; and thatthe firft fabbath, which 
Philo (one of the moft “antient writers) calls the birth-day 
of the world, was celebrated in Paradife itfelf: which pious 
cuftom, being tranfmitted from our firft parents to their pof- 
terity, became, in time, fo general, that the fame Philo 
calls it, the ee ia of mankind, ; 

‘t ‘The Creation of the World, which is certainly the maf | 
important event that man can reflect on, is more confiftently 
related by the writers of different ages, nations and religions, 
than moft other tranfaGtions. ‘The account of it by Mofes 
is delivered in the language of infpiration, .and contains that 
fublime energy which could only be diftated by the Spirit of 
God. Jofephus nearly tranfcribes it, and the Englith poet 
Milton has transfufed jt into our language with great ele- 

‘ance. Other poetical defcriptions of it have been given 

ince his time; among which the moft concife and piQurefque 
is the following: é 7 


The earth with univerfal darknefs veil’d, 
In rude chaotic matter lay conceal’d, 

In one vaft lump together crufh’d and bruis’d, 
Shapelefs and void, and without form confus’d ; 
Till God’s all-wife command,—** Let there he light” 
Difpeli’d the gloom of everlafting night. ~ 

'. Darknefs foon fled, and heav’n’s Supreme decreed, — 

s* Let day and night alternately fucceed.” . 
“This done, he next-employ’d his guardian-care 
'To make the concave firmament appear. 
He {poke the word,-——-the fea from land divides, 
Atid’in its proper channel fviftty gtides. 
Herbs, grafs and flow’rs, adorn the beauteous fields, 
The blooming rofe a fragrant odour yields, 
The variegated daifie paints the ground, 

‘ Each {pot with curious workmanthip is crown’d : 
Here humble fhrubs in ample order rife, , 
There lofty pines and cedars touch the fkies ; 
Here {weet perfumes from breathing herbs afcend, 
There trees of fruit beneath their burdens bend. 

. Two glorious planets eminently bright, - 
(One rules the day, the other rules the night) - 
Were made by that eternal hand of God, 
Who fhakes all nature with his awful nod; - 
Befides the fmaller orbs, the ftars that rife, 

. When evening comes, and decorate the fkies. 
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ing. The diving hand which conduéted™ the 
-woman to Adam did it in the light of a marri- 
‘monial father ; and having joined them together, 
-he pronounced this benedittion, Be frytful and 


multiply, and replenifbed the earth intimating, that 
:as Re had given them. dominion over every part 
‘of. the creation; they, by. being themfelves fruit- 
ful in. the procreation of: children, might live to 
{ee the earth replenifhed with a numerous pro- 
eny. : % : : 
= Fo faciliate the intended happinefs of our firft 
‘parents, the Sraey, Creator had provided for 
' their refidence amoft delightful fpot catted:Eden,} 
which was wateted by an extenfive river divided 
into four ftreams.| I: was furnithed with alf 
kinds of vegetables, among which were two re- 
| markable trees, one called the Tree of Life **, and 
i the other, The Tree af Knowledge tt, by the a 
0 





Next he enjoin’d this pofitive command, 
** Produce ye waggrs fifh, and fowl you land.’? 
a fooncr aia, than in me pray fea 
h tive fifhes gladly frifk and play. 
Bene aires Leena; wince 
Glides thro’ the yielding air, and fweetly fings. 
Lo! beafts of diffrent fhape and diff’rent kind, 
And creeping things abyndant pajture find : 
Both fith, and fowl, and beafts his power obey, 
Leap into form, and own his potent fway. 
God next created man, the chief of all, 
The nobleft, greateft work, the principal ; 
Man the fixth day this wond’rons fabrick crown’d, 
Made to preferve the fruits, and till the ground: 
Each beaft he nam’d, that wander’d o’ef the plain, 
Each fith that fported in the wat’ry main, 
Bach fowl, that thro’ the liquid zther flew, 
Each ue that in fair Eden’s garden grew, 
Each lofty tree that reach’d the vaulted fky, 
Each flow’r of diff’rent form, and diff’rent dye, 
_ Each creeping animal the earth fuftain’d, ; 
And what befides in Paradiyz remain’d. 
Th’ Almighty then his glorious works furvey’d, 
’ Beheld each thing in proper order laid, 
And crown’d the whole with this his laft command— 
_* Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the land.” 


§ The joy and tranfport of Adam, on his firft fight of 
Eve, is thus beautifully expreffed by Milton: 





aeeneem—— On fhe came; 
Led by her heav’nly maker (tho’ unfeen) 
. And guided ‘by his voice; not uninform’d 
' Of nuptial fan&tity and marriage rites. 
. Grace was in all her fteps, heav’n in her eye, 
In ev’ry gefture dignity and love. 
» overjoy’d, could not forbear aloud : 
«© This turn hath made amends: thou haft fulfill’a 
«« Thy words, Creator bounteous, and benign ! 
© Giver of all things fair!. but faireft this ~ 
© OF all thy gifts 1’? = 


Lend 
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Il Te is the general opinion of divines and philofophers, 
that this blifsful {pot was fituated near Mefopotamia, and 
not far from Judea. Be te 

q One of thefe Rreams (called in the text Phifon, and, 
by the Greeks, Ganges) meanders into India, and difem- 
bogues itfelf into the ocean. The fecond, called the Eu- 
phrates, empties itfelf into the Perfian Sea; as does likewife 
the Tigris (called in apcure Hiddekel.) And the fourth, 

‘gamed Gihon, and by the Greeks, the Nile, conneéts itfelf 
with the other three. © pune i 

** This tree is fuppofed to have been {0 called, from its 
having in it a virtue not only to repair the animal fpirits, as 
other nourifhment does, but likewife to preferve and main- 
tain them in the fame equal temper and ftate, wherein they 
were created ; that is to fay, without affecting che party who 
ufed it with pain, difeafe and decay. : ; 

_ +t There are various opinions concerning the nature and 
properties of the Tree of Knowledge, which was forbidden 
to our firit parents. Some think it had a baneful quality, 
dire&tly oppofite to that of the Tree of Life, while others 
‘imaging 3t is thus called by the facred hiftorian, hecaufe, 
: -_ ‘direlly 
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of which Good and Evil were to be diftinguifhed. 
Into this earthly paradife did the Almighty con- 
duct Adam and Eve, giving them orders to take 
care of the garden, and fuperintend the plants. 
‘He granted them permiffion to eat of the fruit 
of every tree, except that of the Tree of Know- 
ledge of Good and Evil. This he ftrictly charged 
them not even to touch, on the penalty of in- 
curring his difpleafure, and thereby entailing 
upon themfelves and their defcendants, mortality, 
difeafes, and death. With this finall reftraint 
God left them in the garden of Eden, where 
every thing was pleafing to the fight, and ac- 
commodated to their mutual enjoyment. 

Thus fixed in the moft beautiful fituation, pof- 
feffed of innocence, devoid of guilt, and free 
from*care, the happinefs of our firft parents ap- 
peared complete : 


Perfection crown’d with wond’rous frame, 
And peace and plenty fmied around : 

They felt no-grief, they knew no fhame, 
But tafted heaven, on earthly ground. 


But, alas! their blifs was tranfient, their in- 
nocence fleeting, and their exemption from care 
very fhort. 

All animals at this time were focial in their 
tempers, except the ferpent,* who was equally 
fubtle and envious. This malignant creature 
viewing the felicity of the firft pair with thofe 
painful fenfations which are natural to depravity 
of heart, determined to allure them from their 
innocence, and ftimulate them to the crime of 
difobedience. In confequence of this infernal 
defign, he began by perfuading Eve to tafte the 
prohibited Tree of Knowledge, telling her, 
that by fo doing, both herfelf and her hufband 
would immediately be fenfible of the difference 
between Good and Evil, acquire much additional 
happincfs, and even not be inferior, in point of 
wildom, to God himfelf. 

Unhappily the artifices of the ferpent pre- 
vailed. Eve gazed on the tempting fruit till her 
appetite was inflamed; its beautiful hue made 
her fancy it a mott delicious food; and fhe at 
length facrificed her duty to gratify her curiofity. 
She ftretched forth her prefumptuous hand, took 
of the baneful fruit, and eat her own deftruction. 


—— ——— ——— She pluck’d, fhe eat ; 

Earth felt the wound, and nature from her feat, 
Sighing thro’ all her works, gave fign of woe 
‘That all was loft. 


Pleafed with the tafte of the fruit, and fancy- 





dire&tly after Adam and Eve had eaten of it, they became fen- 


fible of the Good they had loft, and the Evil they had in- 
curred, by their difobedience. 

* Tt is generally thought that this was the work of Satan, 
‘who, to effe&t his purpofes, affumed the figure of a fer- 

ent, 
+ It may appear ftrange to fome, that the ferpent fhould 
be here reprefented as having the power of {peech, and that 
Eve, on that account, fhould not have been greatly alarmed. 
Jofephus, and fome others, alledge, that all animals were 
endued with fpeech and reafon before the fall. But other 
interpreters more plaufibly obferve, that the meaning here 
muft be, that the ferpent, by his actions, conceived the 
fame ideas to the mind of Eve, as words of the fame import 
would have done. For example, fhe feeing the ferpent eat 
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eh Boox t 
ing kerfelf already in poffeffion of that additionat | 
happinefs the ferpent had promifed her, fhe few 


to Adam, and enticéd him to participate in her 
crime. ° ‘ 





He fcrupled not to eat 

Againtt his better knowledge— 

Earth trembled from her entrails, as again 

In pangs, and Nature gave a fecond groan : 

Sky lower’d, and .muttering thunder, fome 
fad drops 

Wept, at compleating of the mortal fin. 


Remorfe, the natural confequence of guilt, 
now opened their eyes to each others nakednefs. 
No longer fhielded by innocence from fhame, 
they were mutually fhocked at the reciprocal 
indecency of their appearance: art was now fub- 
ftituted to conceal what their criminality rendered 
too obvious; they contrived aprons made of fig-.” 


; leaves, and highly applauded themfelves for ac- 


quiring, at the expence of their integrity, the 
aculty of invention, to remove difficulties which 
their former fimplicity prevented their per- 
ceiving. 

While they were in a ftate of innocence, they 
no fooner heard the voice of God approach them, 
than they ran with extacy to meet him, and with 
humble joy welcomed his gracious vifits; but 
now their Maker was become a terror to them, 
and they a terror to each other. ‘Their con~ 
{ciences painted their tranfgreffion in the blackeft 
colours, all hope was baniihed, and nothing re- 
mained but horror and defpair. 

When, therefore, after their tranfgreffion, they 
heard the voice of the Lord in the garden, in- 
ftead of running to meet him as before with chear- 
fulnefs and joy, they flew to the moft retired part 
of it, in order to conceal themfelves from his 
fight.{ But the Almighty foon called them from 
their dark retreat; and, after a fhort examina- 
tion, they both acknowledged their guilt. The 
man attempted to excufe himfelf by laying the 
blame on the woman, and pleaded her perfuafions 
as the caufe of his criminality. The woman en- 
deavoured to remove the crime from herfelf to 
the ferpent ; but the Almighty thought proper 
to make all three the objects of his diftributive 
juftice. As the ferpent had been the original 
caufe of this evil, God firft paffes fentence on 
him, which was, that (inftead of going erect as 
he did before the fact) he fhould ever after creep 
on his belly, and thereupon become incapable of 
eating any food, except what was mingled with 
dufit. The woman was given to underftand that 
fhe had entailed upon herfelf forrow from con- 

ception, 





of the forbidden fruit, without receiving any damage, con- 
claded it was innocent, and was therefore induced, by his 
example, to make the trial herfelf. 

} Milton makes Adam, on this occafion, exprefs himfelf 
as follows: | 


How fhall I behold the face 
Henceforth of God or angel, erft with joy 

And raptures oft beheld ?—O! might I here 

In folitude live favage, in fome glade 

Obfcur’d, where higheit woods (impenetrable 

To ftar or fan-light) {pread, their umbrage broad, 
And brown as evening! Cover me, ye pines ! 

Ye cedars, with innumerable boughs 

Hide me, where may never fec them more ! 
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Cuar If, From the Creation, tothe Deatu of Moses. > 
ception, pain in child-birth, and fubjeCtion to 1 angels, in order not only to prevent their re- 
her hufband. The punifhment of Adam con- || entrance, but to fecure the forbidden fruit from 
fifted in a life of perpetual toil and flavery §, in || the unhallawed, hands of polluted mankind. 

erder to keep in due fubjeCtion thofe paffions and Thus, by this original pollution, fell our firft 
appetites, to gratify which he had tranfgreffed || parents, who, from the happieft condition that 


the divine command. can be conceived, plunged themfelves into a ftate 
The awful decree being thus folemnly pro- || of wretchgdnefs, and thereby entailed mifery on 

nounced, as well on the author of the offence, }j their defcendants. 

as the offenders themfelves, the Almighty, to. 

enhance their fenfe of the crime, and the‘tokens They ate the apple, it is trie, . 

of his refentment, expelled the guilty pair from | We tafte the wormwood and the gall ; 

the blifsful regions of Paradife, after which he}. . fae hee diftane ages rue 

placed at the eaft end of the garden a guard of The dire. effeéts of Adam’s fall. 








§ The words in the text are, in the faweat of thy face |} thould produce what, if he had not tranfgteffed, nature 
Soalt thou eat bread; which implies, that lebour alone q would have fpontancoufly beftowed, 
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The births of Cain and Abel. The murder of the latter, and banifbment of the former. Of 
the defcendants of Cain. .The pofterity of Adam. From the wickednefs of the people God 
re, aes to deftroy the whole, except Noah and bis family. The General Deluge. Death 
of Noah, 

i the fpace of two years after the expulfion [| foul was fo impreffed with hatred towards his 

of our firft parents from Paradife, the human || brother, that he even fhewed it in his counte- 
race was increafed by Eve’s being delivered of {| nance. 

two fons, the firft of whom fhe called Cain*, The Almighty, knowing the fecrets of Cain’s 

and the latter Abel ft. As thefe two brothers || heart, condefcended, in his great goodnefs, to 

were of different difpofitions, fo, when they || expoftulate with him to. the following effect: 
aren up to years of maturity, they followed dif- |] “ That his ey ot to true goodnefs was impar- 
ferent employments. Abel, the younger, was |} tial, wherever he found it; and that, therefore, 
juft in his dealings,’ and amiable in his temper. -|| it was purely his own fault that his offering was 
Firmly believing that God faw all his ations, || not equally accepted: that piety was the proper 
and knew their motives, he carefully avoided || difpofition for a facrifider, and that if herein he 
offending his beneficent Maker, and, in the fim- || would emulate his brother, the fame tokens of 
plicity of a fhepherd’s life, took a pleafure in |} divine approbation fhould attend his‘ ablations : 
practifing all the focial virtues. On the contra- {| ‘that it was madnefs in him to harbour any re- 
ry, Cain was perverfely wicked, and avaricioufly || vengeful thought againft his brother, becaufe if 
craving. His attention was principally dire&ted || he proceeded to put them in execution, a deead- 
to hufbandry; but with ali the benefits arifing || ful punifhment would immediately follow.” | 
from cultivation, he was perpetually diffatisfied. This kind admonition from the Almighty had 
at what the earth produced, and, from his natu- |} fo little effect upon Cain, that, inftead of being 
ral vile difpofition, was guilty of the firft murder || fenfible of his fault, and endeavouring to amend, 
ever committed. : . he grew more and more incenfed againft his bro- 
It was cuftomary, even in the infancy of the || ther, and at length formed the refolution of gra- 
world, to make acknowledgments to God by |] tifying his revenge by depriving him of his ex- 
way of oblation. This being agreed on by thefe iftence. Accordingly, going one day to Abel, 
two brothers, Cain offered the produce of his |] and pretending the greareft kindnefs and affec- 
hufbandry, and fuch fruits as nature beftowed by |] tion, he afked if he would walk with him in the 
the affiftance of art. Abel’s oblation confifted of |] fields, ‘as the weather was remarkably fine and 
the milk of his herds, and the firfllings of his leafant. Abel, little fufpecting the horrid de- 
flocks. The Almighty was pleafed to prefer the '| fign of his brother, readily complied with his 
latter, being the fimple productions of nature, {| requeft, when the latter had no fooner got him 
to the former, which, no doubt, he confidered as |{ to a convenient fpot, than he fell upon him and 
the interefted offerings of laborious avarice. This || killed him f; ‘after which, to prevent difcovery, 
preference raifed the refentment of Cain, whofe || he dug a hole, and interred the body. 


ee ee 


But 





.* As foon as Eve was delivered of her firft child, the || Eve called her firit fon Cain, which fignifies Pljefion or ac- 
cried out, in a tranfpart of joy, J bave gotten aman from the || quifition. ; : : 
Lord, being perfuaded that this fon was the promifed feed + The word 4éel, in the Hebrew language, fignifies va- 
mentioned by the Almighty mm the fentence he paffed on the |] nity, and, according to fome, was given him as an intima- 
ferpent : I «will put enmity betaveen thee and the woman, and || tion of the little efteem his mother had for him in comparifon. 
between vA Seed and ber feed: it fhall bruife thy bead, and || of her firit-born. ane 
thou foalt bruife bis heel. In confequence of this per{uafion _% As warlike inftruments were not at this time in ufe, ‘it 
“4 : : ; re is 
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’ But it was not long before Cain was called to 
an account for this horrid deed. The all-feeing 
God, from whom no fecrets can be hid, ap-: 
peared before him, and demanded the reaton of 
his brother’s abfence. Senfible of the enormity’ 
of his crime, Cain attempted to reply ; but guile, 
for a time, tied his tongue. At length, in faul- 
tering accents, he tried to evade what he did 
not dare pofitively to anfwer. .He pretended 
to be. furprized at not having feen his bro- 
ther for fome’ time; and likewife obferved, 
that he was neither the guardian of Abel, nor 
empowered to watch his motions. 

On this the Almighty charged Cain, in direé& 
terms, with the murder of his brother; and, 
after expreffing to him the atrocioufnefs of the 
crime, and how much it cried to heaven for 
vengeance, proceeded to pals fentence on him. 
“© Now (fays he) art thou curfed from the earth, 
which hath opened her mouth to receive thy 
brother’s blood from thy hand. When thou 
tilleft the ground it fhall not henceforth yield 
unto thee her ftrength; a fugitive anda vaga- 
bond fhalt thou be in the earth.” 

The wretched criminal, ftruck with the fe- 
verity of this denunciation, convinced of the 
atrocious nature of his offence, and deploring 
the mifery of his fituation, exclaimed, « My 
punifhment is greater than 1 can bear.” He 
was apprehenfive of meeting with worfe evils 
than his fentence really imported; and that he 
fhould not only feel the miferies of banifhment, 
but likewife be fubjeéted to the lofs of his life 
by the hands of his fellow-creatures. But, to 
cafe his mind in this laft refpect, the Almighty 
was pleafed to declare to him, that whoever 
fhould flay him, vengeance fhould be taken on 
them feven fold. He likewife fet a particular 
mark * on him, whereby he might efcape his 
fuppofed danger ; for it was the divine intent to 
punifh him by the prolongation of his life, 
during the remainder of which he fhould be 
loaded with infamy, and under all the horrors 
of a guilty conicience. 

In confequence of the divine fentence, Cain 
left his parents and relations, and went into a 
ftrange country. He was banifhed from that 
facred fpot where the Almighty had given fre- 
quent manifeftations of his glorious prefence ; 
and though by the divine decree no perfon was 


permitted to hurt him, yet the confciouinefs of: 


his own guilt made him fearful of every thing 
he faw or heard. After wandering about a con- 
fiderable time through different countries, -he at 
length fettled with his family in the land of 
Nod. Here he lived for a courfe of years, in 





is generally fuppofed that Cain murdered Abel by knocking 
out his brains either with a ftone or.a piece of wood ; but in 
whatever manner it was done, this we know, from the words 
of .Divine revelation, that Cain was the firlt murderer, and 
Abel the perfon fir murdered. : 

* Various hae been the opinions with regard to the mark 
which God fet upon Cain. Some {ay that the Almighty ftig- 
matized him in. the forehead with a letter of his name. 
Others, that he looked frightfully, his head fhook, and. he 
had atrembling in his whole body; and that his face was 
blatted with lightning from the Shechinah, or Divine Pre- 
fence, before whom he was again never to appear, But if it 
is confidered, that the word which we render a mar fignifies 
alfoa figw. the fenfe of the expreffion in the text may ‘be 
rendered thus, God appsiuted to Cain a fign or token, to allure 
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which time his defcendants being greatly en- 
creafed, in order to keep them together, -he 


‘buile a city, and called ic after the name of his 


fon Enoch, which, in. the Hebrew tongue, figni- 
fies a dedication t. 

From the loins of Cain, in regular fucceffion, 
came Lamech, the fon of Methufael, who in- 
troduced polygamy by marrying .two wives, the 
one named Adah, and the other Zillah. Among 
the children by the former of thefe wives he had 
two fons, namely, Jabal and Jubal, the firft of 
whom made great improvements in the ma- 
nagement of cattle, and the other invented the 
pfaltery, and firft gave melody to mufic. By 
Zillah he had Tubal-Cain, who was celebrated 
for his great ftrength, excelled in martial exer- 
cifes, and firft difcovered the art of forging and 
polifhing metals. Lamech had likewife a daugh- 
ter called Naamah, (which denotes fair and 
Leautiful) who is fuppofed to have been the firft 
perfon that found out the art of fpinning and 
weaving. 

Having faid thus much of Cain and his pofte- 
rity, we muft now retutn to our primitive pa- 
rents, Adam and Eve. The death of the righ- 
teous Abel and the banifhment of Cain, afflicted 
them to the heart; ‘and they continued fome 
time in the deepeft lamentation. At length the 


| Almighty was pleafed to alleviate their afflic- 


tion by a promife that they fhould have another 
fon, who fhould be a comfort and confolation to 
them in their old age. Accordingly, in the pro- 
per courfe of time, Eve. was delivered of ano- 
ther boy, whom they called Seth, which figni- 
fies fubftitute, or appointed, becaufe God was 
pleaied to fend him inftead of Abel, whom Cain 
Jlew. At this time Adam was 130 years old, 
after which he lived 800 years, and begat feve- 
ral other children, both fons and daughters. 

The male pofterity of Adam, in the line of 
Seth, was as tollows : nt 

When Seth was 10g years old, he had a fon 
named Enos, in whofe days the facred hiftorian 
informs us that men began to’ inftitute ftated 
forms and ceremoniés inthe worfhip of Al- 
mighty God. After the birth of Enos, Seth 
lived 807 years, fo that the whole of his life was 
gi2 years. 

Enos, at the age of go, had a fon, whom he 
named Cainan ; after which he lived 815 years ; 


in the whole. gos. 


Cainan, when 70, had a fon named Maha- 
laleel ; after which he lived 840 years; in all 
gio. re a , 
_._Mahalaleel, when 65, had a fon named Jared ; 
after which he lived 800 years: in all 865. 

jared, 





him that no one fhould kill him.. It mult be here remem- 
bered that the world was at this time about 130 years old, 
and abounded with people defcended from the fons and 
daughters of Adam. Ae 

+ Jofephus, in {peaking of Cain,. after his banifhment, 
fays, ‘* While he wanderedrabout his punishment did not in 
‘© the leaft tend to his refurmation ; for, bad by difpofition, 
*€ his depravity daily increafed. . As foon as he was fettled, 
‘* he thought only of fenfual pleafures, and gratified his 
‘© paffions at the expence of his neighbours. He augmented 
«* his wealth by plunder, excited his followers to atts of 


. **-papine, and became the leader of a band of ruffians, whofe 


‘© purfuits centered in vice, ‘and whofe fubfiftence depended 

‘© on violence. Difpleafed with the fimplicity cf barterin, 

“© one commodity for another, he invented weights an 
** meafures, 


Cuap. Tl, 


. Jared, when 162 had a fon named Enoch J ; 
after which he lived 800 years: in all 962. | 

’ Enoch, when 65, had a fon named Methufe- 
lah ; after which he lived 300: in all 365. _ 

Methufelah, when 187, had a fon named La~ 
mech ; after which he lived 782: in all 969. 

Lamech, when 182, had a fon named Noah ; 
after which he lived. 595: in all 777. And 

Noah, when s00 years old, had three fons, 
Shem, Ham, and Japhet ; fram whom the world 
was replenifhed after the general deluge. — 

This is the genealogy which Mofes gives us 
of the pofterity of Adam, in the line of Seth; 
and if we confider the prodigious length of rnens 
lives in this age |], the ftrength of their confti- 
tutions from a temperate life, and the advanced 
years in which they begot children, the number 
of inhabitants previous to the flood muft have 
been very immenfe. 

The defcendants of Seth, and thofe of Cain, 
lived feparate for a confiderable time, the former 
defpifing the latter on account of their natural 
cruelty. The Sethites, who adhered to the fer- 
vice of God, and diligently attended to their 
‘religious duties, were {tiled the Sons of God; in 
diftinétion to which the defcendants of Cain, 
who led profligate and impious life, were termed 
the Sons and and daughters of men. 

After the death of Adam *, the Sethites re- 
tired from the plain where they had hitherto 
refided to the mountains oppofite Paradife ; and, 
for fome time, continued to live in the fear of 
God, and to preferve the ftricteft rules of piety 
and virtue. in the courfe of time, the defcen- 
dants of Cain, which were now become ve 


numerous, fpread themfelves over all that part of 


the country which had been left by the Sethites, | 
even to the confines of the mountains where 
Seth had fixed his abode; and here they conti- 
nued that abandoned courfe of life they had fol- 
lowed before their removal. 

By this clofe connection, the Sethites had fre- 
quent opportunities of feeing the daughters of 
Cain, who being exceeding beautiful, they were 
fo captivated ¢ with their charms, that they en- 





** meafures, rendered trade a matter of artifice, and made 


commerce depend on craft, deftroying at once confidential 
trait and generous hofpitality. He was the firft who in- 
** vaded the common rights of mankind by bounds and 
“* inclofures, and the firft who built a city, fortified and 
‘© peopled it.” D4 : . 

t Of all the pofterity of Adam, the moft remarkable is 
Enoch, who, for his diftinguifhed piety and virtue, was ex- 
empted from mortality, being immediately, that is, without 
paffing through the valley of the thadow of death, tranflated 
to the heavenly manfions. 

(| The great age of the antediluvians has induced fome 
commentators to fufpe&, that the years mentioned by Mofes 
were only lunar, confifting each of about thirty days, imagining 


ita 
oe 


that it was impoffible for human nature to have fubfifted for . 


folong a'period. But this is abfurd to the latt degree; for 
Methulelah. himfelf, according to this computation, would 


have lived little more than 80 years; and fome of the per-, 


fons mentioned among Seth’s defcendants mutt have had 
children when only'fix years years of age. The years, there- . 
fore, mentioned by Mofes were undoubtedly folar years, con-. 
fifting of 365 days. The natural caufe of this primeval. 
longevity cannot be afcertained ; but -doubtlefs the principal - 
effect muft be afcribed to the efficiency of the Divine will, 
and was wifely ordered by Providence, that the world tight 
be fooner peopled, knowledge and religion fooner propa- 
gated, ana arts and fciences fooner brought to perfeétion, 

* The facred hiftorian does not inform us at what exact 
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tered into auptial alliances with them ; and from 
this iatercourfe were born men of & very gigantic 
fize, who were no lefs remarkable for their daring 
wickednefs, than for their bold arid adventurous 
undertakings. Thus did the example of the 
wicked family of Cain prevail, and, by degrees, 
deftroy all the remains of religious duties in the 
pofterity of Seth. The righteous Noah ufed his 
utmoft efforts to convince them of the enormity 
of their conduct; ‘but all his admonitions were 
in vain: the bent of their thoughts had taken 
another turn, and their whole ftudy and contri- 
vance was, how to gratify their inordinate paf- 
fions. a 
This univerfal depravity of mankind fo of- 
fended the Almighty, that, as the facred hiftorian 
informs us, he repented that be bad made man on 
the earth§; and, as a proper punifhment ‘for 
their offences, thought of deftroying not only 
the whole of the human race (Noah and his fa- 
mily excepted) but alfo the brute creation, 
which he had formed for the ufe of ungrateful 
man. But before the Almighty fixed thé refo- 
lution of executing his defign, he thought proper 
to give one chance to the principal objects of 
his refentment, which ‘was, that if. -in the fpace 
of 120 years, they fhould forfake their evil ways, 
repent and reform, his mercy fhould be at li- 
berty to interpofe, and reverfe their doom. This 
he communicated to his fervant Noah, who, .for 
his great juftice and piety, had. found ‘favour in 
his fight; and for which his family’ (c6nfifting 
only of eight perfons) were to be €xertiptéd froin 
the general deftruction. ca 
otwithftanding the merciful and beneficent 
promifes of the Almighty, yet {uch was the 


_corrupt ftate of mankind at this time, and fo loft 


were they to every fenfe of virtue, that they {till 
profecuted their vicious courfes,, and fubjected 
themfelves to, the confequences of the divine 
difpleafure. Finding, theréfore, that all lenity 
and forbearance tended to no purpofe, except to 
make them more bold and licentious, God, at 
length, made known to his fervant Noah his 
awful determination of involving them, and the 


earth 





period Adam paid the debt of nature, nor.in what place his 
remains were depofited. The antient Arabians tell us, that 


he was buried-at Hebron, in the cave of Machpelah, :which 


_ Abraham, many ages after, bought for a burying-place: for 


himfelf and family. They likewife fay, that when Adam 
found his end approaching, he calied his fon Seth, and the 
other branches of his numerous family, to whom he gave a 
ftri€t charge, that they fhoald always live feparate, and have 
no manner of intercourfe with the impious family of the 
murtherer Cain. | 
+ Tho manner in which the Sethites were‘captivated with 
the daughters of Cain is thus defcribed by Milton: 
vwemcwmme= They onthe plain = 
. Long had not walk'd, when from the tents, behold ! 
A bevy of fair women, richly Bay a i . 
* harp they fugg 





In gems and wanton drefs: Tot 
Soft am’rous ditties, and in dance came on. . 

‘The men, tho’ grave, ey’d them, and let their tyes 
Rove without rein ; till, in the am’rous net ; 
‘Firlt caught, they lik’d, and each his liking chofe. 


. § .This expreffion muft not be taken in the literal fenfe of 
the words, for God is not the fon of man that be foauld repent ; 
but it is a figurative expreffion, and adapted to our appre- 
henfions. The meaning, therefore, is, that as all men were 
corrupt, and turning a deaf ear to his preacher Noah, the Al- 
mighty was determined to deftroy man-whom he had created. 
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earth they inhabited, in one general deftruction, 
by a flood of water. He likewife affured him, 
that as he had, in a pafticular manner, teftified 
‘his fidelity to his Maker, he would take care to 
preferve him and his family, together with fuch 
other creatures as were neceffary for the refto- 
ration of their fpecies, from the general cala- 
mity. To effect this, he gave him orders to 
make an ark, or large veffel, of gopher wood *, 
and, that it might be fecured from the violence 
of the waves, to pitch it both within and without. 
The form and dimenfions of this building are 
thus defcribed by the facred hiftorian: And this 
is the form which thou fhalt make it of : the ingth 
of the work fhall be three hundred cubits, the breadth 
of it fifty cubits, and the beighth of it thirty cubits +. 
AA window fhalt thou make to the ark, and ina cubit 
Soalt thou finifh it above: and the door of the ark 
Shalt thou fet in the fide thereof, with lower, fecond, 
and third ftories foalt thou make it. 

Having received thefe inftructions from God, 
Noah, in obedience to the divine command, 
immediately fet about the arduous work, which 
he finifhed, according to God’s direction, feven 
days before the rain nee to fall, having been 
encouraged fo to do by an affurance from his 
Maker, that though he meant to deftroy the 
world in general, yet he would eftablifh his co- 
venant with him. 

The ark being finifhed, the Almighty com- 
manded Noah to take into it every Aving thing 
of all flee, both cattle and beafts of the field, 
birds and fowls of the air, and reptiles of all 
kinds; of the unclean { only one pair each, but 
of the cleax feven pair. That he thould like- 
wife make a proper provifion of food for the 
different animals; and, having placed them in 
their refpective apartments, fhould then enter 
the ark himfelf, taking with him his wife, to- 
gether with his fons and their wives §. 





* By Gopher-wood is fuppofed to be meant the cyprefs- 
tree, which abounded in the plains where Noah built the 
ark. 
+ The common cubit is allowed to contain almoft twenty- 
two inches ; according’ to which meafure the ark muft have 
been 547 Englith feet long, 91 broad, and 64 high. So 
that it was large enough for the purpofes intended ; namely, 
that of faving a remnant of all creatures on the face of the 
earth. 

t It is the opinion of fome, that though with ge te to 
mere food the diftin€tion of </ean and xacleax was not known 
before the law, yet with refpeét to facrifice it was; for the 
rite of facrifice being infticuted before the flood, this dif- 
ference alfo of beafts was before it. 
beaits muft certainly mean fuch as are rapacious, which were 
not to be offered to God. 

§ The building of the Ark, with the entrance of the ani- 
mals, together with Noah and his, family, into it, is thus 
defcribed by Milton : 


Then from the mountain Beving Sale tall, 
Began to build a veffel of huge buik ; 

Meafor’d by cubit, length and breadth, and height ; 
Smear’d round with pitch ; and in the fide 2 door 
Contriv’d ; and of provifions laid an ise 

For man and beaft: when lo, a wonder ftrange ! 

Of every beat and bird, and infe& . fmall 

Came fevens, and pairs, and enter’din, as taught 
‘Their order: laft the fire and his three fons, 

With their four wives: and God made fat the door. 


j] That is, in the month of Ostober ; for antiently, before 
the Ifraelites came out of Egypt, the year began about the 


middle of September. eae 
@ The fituation of the world during’ the courfe of the 


Hood is thus beautifully defcribed by Dryden : 
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Wherefore, the unclean: 
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All things being adjufted, ecable to the 
divine direction, Noah entered the ark, with 
his family, in the 6ooth year of his age; and on 
the feventeenth day of the fecond month { (which 
was feven days after his entrance) the whole 
face of nature began to wear a gloomy afpeét, 
and to appear as if the earth was to be finally 
diffolved, and all things return to their primi- 
tive chaos. The windows or cataracts of heaven 
were opened, and the earth was overfpread with 
a dreadful inundation. In vain did finful mor- 
tals feek for prote€tion, or endeavour to fhelter 
themfelves from the common deftruétion; for 
mountains and vallies were foon alike, and every 
refuge was banifhed cheir fight. For forty days 
and nights did the rain continue to fall, withouc 
the leaft intermiffion; when at length the ark 
began to float, and, in procefs of time, was ele- 
vated above the highett mountains. <A difmal 
{cene now prefented itfelf! the earth, with all its 
beautiful variety of nature and art, was no more! 
nothing appeared to the fight but a watery de- 
fart, abounding with wrecks of the once lovely 
creation q. 

The Almighty, having thus avenged himfelf 
of a finful world, and refle€ting upon Noah, 
and the poor remains of his creatures in the ark, 
caufed a drying north wind to arife, the flood- 
gates of heaven to be ftopped, and the falling 
of the waters to ceafe; by which means the 
deluge began to abate, and the waters gradually 
fubfiding, in procefs of time the earth again 
appeared. 

The firft difcovery Noah made of the ceffa- 
tion of the flood was, from the ark refting on 
the mountains of Ararat **. This was about the 
beginning of May, and about the middle of the 
following month the tops of the mountains ap- 


{ peared. But Noah, (who, no doubt, was glad 


to 





Th’ expanded waters gather on the plain, 

‘They float the fields, and overtop the grain : 
‘Then rufhing onward, with a fweepy fway, 

Bear flocks, and folds, and lab’ring hinds away : 
Nor fafe their dwellings were; for, fapp’d by flood:, 
Their houfes fell upon their houfhold goods. 

The folid piles, too ftrongly built to fall, 

High o'er their heads, behold a wat’ry wall. 
Now {eas and earth were in confufion loft ; 

A world of waters, and without a couft. 

One climbs a cliff, one in his boat is borne, 

And ploughs above where late he fow'd his corn. 
Others o’er chimney-tops and turrets row, 

And drop their anchors on the meads below : 

Or downward driven, bruife the tender vine ; 

Or tofs’d aloft, are knock’d againft a pine. 

And where of late the kids had cropt the grafs, 
The monfters of the deep now take their place. 
Infulting Nereids on the cities ride, 

And wond’ring dolphins o’er the palace glide ; 
On leaves and masts of mighty oaks they browze, 
And their broad fins entangle in the boughs. 

The frighted wolf now fwims among the fheep, 
The yellow lion wanders in the aer 

His rapid force no longer helps the boar, 

The ftag fwims fafter than the fwan before : 

The fowls tong, beating on their wings in vain, 
Defpair of land, and drop into the main. _ 
Now hills and vales no more diitin€tion know, 
And levell’d nature lies opprefs’d below. 


e* There have been various opinions relative to the true 
fiteation of the mountain where the ark refted; but the 
moft confonant to reafon is that which places it in the 
Upper Armenia to the caf of the river Tigris. — 


| Gage, HL thi 
to fee the. appearance of any thing fubftantial, 
. after folong a confinement) wifely, confidering, 


that: though, the ;mouhtajns were vifible, the 
valliés THjeae Ibe “yok overtigwed, waited forty 
days longer, before. he atyempted any. further 
difcovery. "At the expiration ‘of that time, open- 
ing. the window of the ark, he let go a raven, 
fuppofing that the fcemt of dead bodies would 


‘allure him to fly a confiderable diftance.-. En- 


couraged: by. the abfence of. the raven for feven, 


days, he let fly a dove, which finding no refting- 
place, returned to its” old habitation. Seven 
¢lays after, he fent out the fame bird, who then 
returned with an olive branch in its mouth; a 


happy certain 
Fan the Bieee hae 


the olive tree ftood. Still, 


however, ‘determined not to be too hafty,. he | 


remained in the ark feven days more, when fend- 


ing out the doye a third time, and fhe not.re= | 
turning, he concluded that the waters were en- |; 


tirely withdrawn. In confequence of this he 
made the neceflary preparations for leaving the 
ark; but, mindful of God’s directions, ventured. 
not forth till fifty-five days after, in order that the. 
€arth might be properly dry for his reception. 
Having, at the expiration of that pefiod, re- 
ceived God’s pofitrve command to leave the 
ark, he accordingly cameé out of it on the 
twenty-feventh day of the fecond month, bring- 
ing with him every creature that had been re- 
tained for replenifhing the earth. Thus ended 
Noah’s long and melancholy confinement, which, 
from the time of ‘his entering. the ark to that of 
his leaving it, amounted exattly to one folar 
year *, 

The firft thing Noah did, after quitting the 
ark, was, to, ereét an altar, on which he of-' 
fered. facrifices to_God,. for his great goodnefs 
in preferving him. and, his family from the ge- 
neral deftruction. The:Almighty, knowing the 


purity of Noah’s intentions,’ was, fo-well pleafed _ 
with his conduét, that he gave him his divine. 
affurance that, he would never more curfé the 


. chee 
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"© The following:is the kalendar of this melancholy year, 


as given by Mr. Bafnage : 


The year of the World’s Creation 1656. °°. 
I. September. Methufelah died at the age of 969 years. 
‘I. Oétober. Noali and his family entered the ark. - 
ILL, November the 17th the fountuins of the great deep 
were broken open. : : 
IV. December the z6th the_ra 


« 


- forty days and forty nights. 


_V. Javiuary: <All the mer and beafts that were upon the’ 


earth were buried under the waters. 
VI. February. The rain continued. : 
VII. March. The waters remained in their elevation till 
the 27th, when they began to abate. 
VII. April the 27th the ark réfted on. Mount Ararat. . 
_ IX. May. They did’ nothing while the waters were re- 
treating. . Cet ted an 8 ae fae 


X. June the 1ft-the tops-of the mountains appeared. '* 


XI. July the rith Noah let goa raven, whith (as Bafnage | 


thinks): returned nomore. ’. 
. The 18th he let goa dove, which returned. 
. The 25th he let go the dove again, which returned 
with the olive-branch. ; 
. STI. Augnft the.2d the:;dove went out the third time, and 
a : ei 2 a yd ‘ 4 : 
-T. -September the 1ft-the dry: appéared. 
iL. eee ti 27th Noah went cut OF the ark with. his 
. ofamuily.- a> He ee i Oe ge SY 1? 


“t This is the fame that we call the Rainbow, which re- 


4 From tha ORRATIONS Co. the DEATH inf Moses: 





that the waters were removed | 


iin began, and continned - 


jee 


‘ .,¢* have bended it.” 
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frsera for wtan’s fake, nor fhould: the earth ever 
je again deftroyed by a-general deluge, In 
confirmation of this,;, he appointed a bow + to 
‘appear in the heavens, as a token, and which 
was now to be the ratification of the truth of his 


promifes 8 8 ., . 

Having, by this divine promife, ecafed the 
mind of Noah, who was fearful of a fecorid de- 
luge, the Almighty, after bleffing him and his 
fons, granted them’ many fingular privileges, 
fuch as far -exceeded.thofe he had beftowed on 
our ‘primitive parents, Before the flood, man-. 
kind had no other food than vegetables, but 
now the Almighty, after giving Noah and his 
fons the fame dominion over the creation as he 
had done Adam, permitted them to, kill any 
creatures they thought proper for. foad, only 
with this reftriction, that they fhould not eat the 
blood thereof. This reftraint was certainly laid by 
God, to prevent the fhedding of human blood, 


‘ againft which he denounces the following. fen- 


tence, whcever fheddeth man’s blood, by man fhall 


his blood be feed, With thefe grants and pro- 


mifes God gave the fame encouragement to 


| Noah and his family that he did to our firft pro-. 


genitors, by telling them to be fruitful and mul- 
tiply, and replenifh the earth. 

Though the deluge had deftroyed all the in- 
habitants of the earth, (except what were re- 
tained in the, ark for forming the new world) 
yet the vegetable part of the creation ftill ex- 
ited, and, in a fhort time, by the genial warmth 
of the fun, again appeared in all its glory. 

Previous to the flood, Noah had directed his 
attention to hufbandry, and the earth having 
now refumed its former appearance, he betook 
himfelf to the fame employment. Among other 


improvements, he planted a vineyard, and;: 


prompted by natural curiofity to tafte the fruit 
‘of his’ own’ labour, invented a machine for 
‘extracting the juice from the grape. Pleafed 
‘with the tafte of the liquor, and being unac- 
quainted with the ftrength of it, he unwifely 

: pe Su gave 





_Ceived its name from its ftrong refemblance,to a bow or a1 
arch. -It has been argued, whether there was a rainbow be- 
‘fore the flood, and there have been different opinions con- 
cerning it. At prefent, among -proteftant divines, the moft 

reneral received opinion is, that when God fays, I do /et my 

ow in the cloud; he does not intimate that it was not before, 
‘but rather feems to have Tpoken to the following import: 


if€ That thou, Noah, may Have no doubt of my veracity, 


:** Jook at the rainbow, the natural fign of a fhower ; and‘as 
“© often as you fee it, be affured that I will not drown the 
.** earth any more.” oe AS 

Itis well known that the rainbow is produced by the re- 
_fration of the fun’s light in drops of rain, and never appears 


; ‘but when the fun fhines at the fame time that the rain falls. 


At was certainly the fign of God’s covenant with man, and 


‘Th thould, ‘therefore, be confidered as an illuftrious fymbol of 
. the Divine mercy and goodnefs to confirm our belief and con- 
} fidence in God. ‘ Look upon the rainbow (fays the fon 


}<* of Sirach) and praife him that made it; very beautiful it 
‘is in the brightmefs thereof: it compafteth the heaven about 
‘© with a glorious circle, and the hands of the Moft High 
It is a bow of no hoftile intention ; a 
bow painted in variegated colours on the difburdened cloud, 
How vatt is the extent, how delicate the texture of that fha- 
dowy arch! Elegant its form and rich its tin@ures ;- but 


{more delightful its facred figmificancy ; while the violet and 


ithe rofe bluth in its beautiful afpe&, the olive-branch {miles 
lin its gracious import. It writes, in radiant dies, what the 
jangels fung in harmonious ftrains, Peace on 
will towards men, , 


Dd 


earth, and goo. 


how 


14 
gave a loofe to indulgence; and, by drinking 
too freely, became quite intoxicated: In ton- 
fequence of this, he laid himfelf down to fleep 
in his tent, where, either from the ruftling of 
the wind, or the difcompofure 6f his body, he 
was uncovered on that part which natural me- 
defty teaches us to conceal. 

This circumftance produced the firft inftatice 
of human degeneracy after the flood: The o/d 
world was deftroyed for the wickednefs of its 
inhabitants, and therefore it might have been 
expected that the sew world-would have been 
filled with people of a better difpofition: but, as 
in the ark there were unclean as well as clean 
beafts, fo in the family of Noah there were two 

ood fons, and one naturally wicked, the two 
ormer being Shem and Japhet, and the latter 
Ham. 

The unfeemly fituation of Noah, from his in- 
toxication was firft difcovered by this wicked 
fon, who, inftead of covering his father’s na- 
kednefs, and concealing his fhame, expofed his 
weaknefs, and made him the fubjeét of his fcorn 
and derifion. But his brothers were far from 
being pleafed with his conduct: poffeffed 
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of ffial piety, amd moved at the indecent 
ere of their aged parent, they -no fooner -- 


faw hith tian they -ran ‘and‘fetched « gi ty 
and inmmediately covered that: rmikedincls which 
. their piots modefty would not permit them -to 
behold. 

When Noah recovered ‘from the ftupefaction 
into which the wine ‘had thrown‘him, and was 
infermed of the unworthy manner m which his 
fon Ham had treated him, he curfed his rece, in 
the perfon of Canaan, his prandfon: curfed, faid 

the, b¢ Canaan, oe of fervatts faatt be be to 

bis brethren}. On the conttary, reflecting how 
refpe€tfully his other' two fons behaved, he re-~ 
warded their pious ‘care ‘with giving each his 
bleffing ; all which, ‘in -procefs of time, was ful- 
filled in their pofterity. 

Thefe are ali the ‘particulars given'us by the 
facred hiftorian, relative to Noah, except .that 
he lived 350 years after the deluge, and ‘paid 
the debt of nature.at the age of 950. At what 
exact period he died-we are not informed, nei- 
ther the place of his interment; but, according 
to oriental tradition, ‘his remains were depofited 
in'fome part of Mefopatarnia. 
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The building of the tower of Babel. Confufion of languages. Difperfion of the people, and firft 


fettlement of the different nations. 
father of Abram. 


T is not in the leaft to be doubted, but that 

Noah and his family, for fome years after 
the flood, continued to refide in the neighbour- 
hood of the mountains of Armenia, where the 
ark had refted. But his defcendants, in the 
courfe of time, having a numerous progeny, the 
greater part of them quitted their primitive fpot, 
and directing their courfe eaftwards, came at 
length to the plain of Shinar, on the banks of 
the river Euphrates. Attracted by the beauty 
of the place, the convenience of its fituation, 
and the natural fertility of the foil, they refolved 
not to proceed any farther, but to make this 
their fixed place of refidence. 

Having formed this refolution, in order to 
render themfelves confpicuous to future gene- 
rations, they determined to erect a city, and in 
it a building of fuch ftupendous height, as fhould 
be the wonder of the world. Their principal 





t The curfe denounced by Noah on the defcendants of 
Ham has afforded many arguments as well divines as 
other writers. Bat the moft forcible are thofe ufed by that 
Jearned and eminent divine Dr. Henry Southwell, who, in 
his notes on this part of the Bible (the whole of which are 
egually explanatory) fays, ‘* We muft attend to this cir- 
cumftance with great circumf{peftion, becaufe the Deifts have 
afferted that it was ineonfiftent with the fpirit of prophecy for 
Noah to curfe Canaan, who, in this cafe, feems to have 
ihnocent. ‘To this it is anfwered, that the words are not a 
curfe, butonlya prediction. WNesah, as the patriarch of the 
new world, was enlightened by the fpirit of God, and, con- 
fequently, could foretel future events. || He was not pro 
by refentsnent, but God, willing to manifeft his right to the 
government of the world, enabled his fervant to difclofe the 
purpofes of his providence towards the fature race of his 
children: God, forefeeing the wickednefs that would be 
committed by the children of Ham, commiflioned Noah to. 


Birth and marrtage of Abram. 


Death of Terab, the 


motives m doing this were, to keep themfelves 
together, in one body, that, by their miced 
ftrength and councils, as the world increafed, 
they might bring others under their fubjection, 
and thereby become médfters of the univerfe. 

The idea of the intended tower gave them 
the moft fingular fatisfation, aad the novelty of 
the defign induced them to enter upon its con- 
ftruction with the greateft alacriry. One incon- 
venience, however, arofe, of which they were not 
apprized, namely, there being no ftone in the 
country wherewith to build it. But this defect 
was foon fupplied by the nature of the foil, 
which being clayey, they foon converted into 
bricks, and cemented them together with a 
pitchy fubftance, called ditumen, the country pro- 
ducing that article in great abundance. 

As the artificers were numerous, the work 
was carried on with great expedition, and in a 

fhort 





pronounce a curfe upon them, and to devote them to fervi- 
tude, as a-punifhment for their difobediencee 

‘© Such was the nature of this 3 and now let us fee 
in what manner it was fulfilled. The firft inflance we meet 
with, is the deftruction of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire and 
brimftone from heaven, for the horrid and unnatural crimes of 
the inhabitants. From them we are naturally led to confider 


| the ftate of thofe  gréeews Pe whom the children of If 
Canaan z 


rael drove out of the land ‘Their religion was 
bad, and their morals worfe ; for corrupt religion is fure to 


noutih crimes. T’ Socee in fach wickednefs as ought not 
, to be mentioned, and the greateft enornsities were looked upon 


by them as trifles. Ic is remarkable, that Hannibal, adefcon- 
| dant of Canaan, fhould cry outin the-agony of his foal, * [ace 
knowledge the fate of Carthage !”’ rom thisit is evident, . 
| that Noah’s prophecy had been conveyed down by tradition 
_ to the Carthagenians.” 2 
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Cuae. HI. 
fhore time the walls were raifed to a prodigious 
height §. But the Almighty; -being -diffatisied 
with ‘hate roceedings,; thought proper to th- 
terpofe, and totally put an end ¢d théir anibaieus 
je&; fo that this firft attempt of their vanity 
carne Only a monument of their folly and 
weaknels. : ao 
Though the defeendants of Neah were at this 
this time exceeding numerous, yet they aH {poke 
oe Jansuage j. In order, therefore, to render 
their undertaking ineffectual, and to leffen the 
towering, hopes of thefe afpiring mortels, the 
Almighty formed the refolution of confounding 
their language. --In confequence of this, a uni- 
verfal jargon fuddenly'tock place; and the dif- 


ferent dialects caufed fuch a diftraétion of thought, | 


that, incapable of underftanding, or making 
Known to each other their réefpective ideas, they 
were thrown into the ‘utimoft diforder. By this 
ewful ttroke of divine juitice, they were not only 
deprived of profecuting their intended plan, but 
the greateft pleafiire a focial being can enjoy, 
namely, mutual converfe and agreeable inter- 
courfe. We are not, however, to fuppofe that 
each individual had a peculiar dialect or lan- 
guage to himfelf, but only the feveral tribes or 
families, which are fuppofed to hzve been about 
feventy in number. Fhefe deteching themfelves 
accordinp to their refpective dialects, left the 
{pot, which, before the confequences of their 
prefumption, they had confidered as the moft 
delightful on earth, and took up their temporary 
refidences in fuch places as they either pttched 
on by choice, or were direfted to by chance. 
Thus did the Almighty not only defeat the 


defigns of thofe ambitious people, but likewife | 

acomuned his own, by having the world more 

eal lly inhabited than it otherwife would have. 
n 


‘The fpot on which they had begun to 
erect their tower was, from the jadgment that 
attended fo rath an undetmking, called Babel * 


(afterwards Babylon) which, in the Hebrew Jan- 


guage, fignifies confusion. 
’ The con 

the family of Noah, happenéd ror years 

the flood, as is evident from the birth of Peleg, 
the fon of Eber, (who was great prandfon to 


Shem) and born in the rorft year after that me- 
morable period. .He rectived his name from 





§ From the intended height of this building, which, ac- 
cording to the text, was to reach unto heaves, fome have 
been inclined to think that théir delign of tre&ting it arofe 
not only from ambition ‘but fear, left they 
thetmed by a ftcond deluge. 5 
i wage is thought to be the fame as fpoken by 
Adam, from whom it might eafily be communicated to Me- 
thafelah, and from him to hia grandfon Noah, who piropa- 
gated it among his peony There is great.reafon to think 
it was the Hebrew language ang that a confiderable part of 
it {till remainsin the Bibles hem, the fon of N 
for fome time cotemporery with ahah, in whof family 

deane language which they both fpele continwed at leait 
till the days of Mofes. . 

®* ‘This remarkable occuntence is thas mentioned in the 9i+ 

line writings: ‘* When ait ae re 

ey paar to ere a Se towér, as if they 
wane nd itachi But God at their _— 
leftreying the buiiding, znd vonfa: e age o 
the ‘peal, on which wreount she nace is fall Ba- 

Some of the Jewith doltors fay, that God cithér overturned: 
the tower by a terrible tempeft, or elfe deftroyed it by fire 
‘from heaven. Be this, however, as it may, there is not the 


. Was 


of tohgues, and difperfion of 





Byrom the CreAvion, ‘to the Death of Mosse. | 15 


this Gngular circumiftance; the word Peleg; in 
the Hebrew language, lignifying partition or di/- 


The defeendants of Noah beirig: now difpeHfed, 
in procefs of time; froin ‘their Breat increafe, 
they fcattered themfelves to difta atts of 
the earth; and, actordiig to théir refpective fa- 
milies, fettked in differént “parts of tite world. 
Some took up their refidence in Afia; fom in 
Affica; dnd ¢thers fi Europe: But ‘by what 
méans they obtained pot€ffton of ‘the feverit 
countries they inhabited, the-facred hiltorian tras 
not infermed us. It is, however; natural to 

fe, that their refpective fitwations did not 
take place from chance, but mature delibéia- 
tion; and that a proper affignment was made of 
fuch and fuch places; according to the divifions 
and fub-divifions of the different families. 

In order to afcertain a proper idea of the 
manner in which the world was populated dfter 
the flood, and confufion of tongues, We :fhall 
give the genealogy of Nozh’s three ‘fori; ‘and 
defcribe the refpective parts of the ¢arth paf- 
feffed by their defcendants; in doing which, we 
fhall, agreeable to the manner of Mofes, begin 
with thofe of Japheth, who, though ufually mén- 
tioned laft, was the eldeft fon of Noah. | 

It is to be obferved, that the grand-children 
of Noah made it an invariable rule to give 
their own names to the countries of which they 
became poffeffed, and where they fetrled, in or- 
dler to perpetuate their memories to future po- 
{terity. 

The fons of Japheth were feven ih number, 
_ who fpread themafelves over Afia, from the moun- 
tains Taurus and Auranus, to the river Tanais, 
and then entering Europe, penetrated as far as 
Spain, es the countries as they pro-. 


ceeded, r own r appeflations +, ‘viz. 
Gomer . title to the Garonne now called 
Galatians, or Gauls, by the Greeks. Magog 
founded the Magogites, fince ftiled Scythians, 
or Tartars. From Media originated the Me- 
deeans or Medes. ‘Favan was founder of thé 
Tonians and Greeks in general. Tubal, of the 
Therians, or Spaniards: and Mafbech, of the. 
Mefchinians or Cappadocians: and Tiras of thé 
Thirzans or Thracians. - ae ; 
' Gomer thrdl three fons, the ddet of whom, 
‘ 7 Os | Afbkinaz, 





leat dowbt but it long remained.a monument of human va~ 
nity, and of the omnipotence of that Being, who called the 
aniverfe out of meena: eg 
Herodotus tells us, the Tower of Batvel was a farlong it 
leagth, and us fuch in Breadth ; and Strabo detéraimerthe 
i to Rave been a furlong, that is, the eighth part of m 
ile, or 660 feet. He fays, it confifted of eight {qu 
towers, ené above another, gradually decreafing in bees 
which, with the oe aan from the bottom td the wh 
on the outfide, gave it the refemblance of a pyramid. The 
riage fays Strabo) was fo very broad, that it afforded room 


horfes and an to pafs each other. 
+ Several of ttiefe nations fill rethin the nmumes given 
them by their founder, others have loft their original appels . 
lations, and fome are diftinguithed by terms corrapted from 
the primitive denotniaations. The Greeks pri ally os 
eafioned — ennai for al z eighal sre i 
portance atrogated to themfe’ e of anti rj. 
. the names a peso ee to F ae ey 
tance, and pretended that, the émipra.~ 
‘tons of thelr eeeflors, the furrounding realms ere 
pled, for which reafon they took the Hii to pretckibe 
aws for their obfervance, as they had invented appellations 
for their diftin&tion: ms a ae ‘ 


£6 Tue 


MAfbkanaz, took poffeffion of Afcania (which is 
part of the Leffler Phrygia.) The fecond fon, 
named Ripbab, poffefied himfelf of the Riphaan 
mountains ; and Jogarmab, the third fon, took 
Galatia and part of Cappadocia. : 

Javan had four fons, namely, E/ifsab, who 
feated: himfelf in Peleponnefus ;. Tarfbi/h, in part 
of Spain; Kittim in Italy; and Dedanim in 
France. . 

By thefe, and the colonies which, in procefs 
of time, proceeded from them, not only a con- 
fiderable part of Afia, but all Europe, with the 
adjacent iflands, were well ftocked with inha- 
bitants defcended from Japheth, who, though 
thus difperfed, fpoke the fame language, and, 
for a time at leaft, preferved a correfporidence 
with the refpective tribes or families to which they 
originally belonged. 


The defcendants of Suem, the fecond fon of 
Noah, (from whom originated the Hebrew na- 
tion) were five fons, who poffeffed themfelves of 
thofe parts of Afia, which extend from the Eu- 
phrates to the Indian ocean. Elan7, the eldeft, 
took poffeffion of a country in Perfia, at firtt 
called after himfelf, but, in the time of Daniel, 
it obtained the name of Sufiana. A/bur founded 
the Affiyrian empire, in which he built feveral 
cities, particularly one called Nineveht. Ar- 
phaxad founded Chaldaa ; Lud Lydia; and dram 
that part of Syria which extends itfelf to the 
Mediteranean feas. 

4ram had four fons, namely, Uz, who feated 
himfelf in the country called Damafeus; Hul 
took poffeflion of Armenia; Ma/b, of the moun- 
tain Mafius ; and Gerker, of a part of Mefopo- 
tamia. 

Arphaxad was the father of Salah, whofe fon 


Eber gave name to the Hebrew nation. oc~ | 


tan, the firft-born of Eber had thirteen children, 
all of whom fettled themfelves in that part of 
the world which is fituated between Syria and 
the river Cophene in Judea. The youngeft fon 
of Eber was Peleg, who, as we have before ob- 
ferved, was fo called, becaufe, at the time of 
his birth, the difperfion of the people took 
place. 


The defcendants of Ham (the youngeft fon of 
Noah) were four fons, namely, Cu/o, who took 
up his refidence in that part of Armenia lying 


towards Egypt; Mizraim§, in both Upper and | 


Lower Fgypt; Phutt, in part of Lybia; and 


Canaan, in that part of the country which was | 


afterwards called by his. name. 

Cufh, the eldeft fon of Ham, had feveral chil- 
dren, viz. Seba, who fettled on the fouth-weft of 
Arabia; Havilah fixed himfelf in that part of 
the country fituated on the river Pifon, where it 





t This city was of prodigious extent, and ‘originally the 


capital of Affyria, It was fituate on the banks of the river 


Tigris, and was (according to Diodorus Siculus) forty-feven }} 


miles in circumference, and furrounded with lofty walls and 
tawers, the former being zoo. feet in height, and fo very 
broad that three chariots might be driven on them abreaft; 
and the latter 200 feet in height, and asco in number. 
This city underwent many revolutions, and was at fone 
totally deftroyed by the Saracens. Modern travellers fay, 
that the ruins of this city may ftill be feen on the eaftern 
banks of the Tigris, oppofite the city Mozul. 
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. place which, by lot, fell to him was 





‘hunting, and, with the affiftance of feveral othérs remarked 
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leaves the Euphrates, and runs- mite the Ara- 
bian Gulf; Saétab toak up his refidence on 
the fame fhore, a little to the north. ef- his 
brother Havilah; Raamab and Sabtechas :toge- 
ther with the two fons of the former, (namely, 
Sheba and Dedan) fettled themfelves on the fame — 
coaft, farther to the eaft; and Nimrod||, the 
laft fon. of Cufh, was founder of the Babylonifh 
empire. a ; Se 

Befides the three fons of Mizraim, (who, af- 
ter the death of their father, divided his terri- 
tories into three parts) he had three others, viz. 
Ludim and Lebabim, whe peopled Lybia; and 
Caflubim, who feated himfelf at Caftifots, near 
the entrance of Egypt from Pvleftine. Caflu- 
bim had two fons,. namely, Psiiiftim and Caph- 
thorim, the former of whom eftablifhed the coun- ~ 
try of the Philiftines, between the borders of 
Canaan and the Mediterranean fea; and the lat- 
ter, after his father’s death, took poffeffion of 
his territories. 

The fons of Canaan were, Sidox, the founder 
of the Sidonians, who lived in Phoenicia; Heth, 
the founder of the Hittites,, who lived near He- 
bron; Emer, the founder of the Amorites, who 
lived in the mountains of Judea; and Arva, the 
founder of the Arvadites, who refided near Si- 
don. But whether the other fons of.Canaan fet- 
tled in this country, or not, cannot be afcer- 
tained with any certainty; only this we know, 
that they muft have taken up their refidence 
fomewhere between Sidon and Gerar, and Ad- 
mah and Zoboim; thofe places being the boun- 
daries of the land they pofleffed. 

Thus we find, that, in the firft difperfion of 
the people over the world, the defcendants of 
Fapbeth not only poffeffed all Europe, but -alfo 
a confiderable portion of Afia. The pofterity of 
Shem had in their poffeffion part of the Greater 
and Leffer Afia, and probably all the countries 
to the eaft, as far as China. The defcendants 
of Ham poffeffed all Africa, with a great part of 
Afia. . 

But before we quit the genealogy of Noah’s 
defcendants, it will be neceffary to mention fome 
further particulars relative to the pofterity of his 
fecond fon Shem, from whom the Hebrews took 
their rife, and who will be found the principal 
objects of the fucceeding hiftory. :; 

About two years ‘after the flood, at which time 
Shem was 100 years old, he had a fon named 
Arphaxad ; after which time he lived 500 years ; 
fo that the whole of his life was exactly 600. © 

Arphaxad, when 35, had a fon named Salah ; 
after which he. lived 403: in-all 438. : 

Salah, when 30, had .a.fon named Eber, (from 
whom his defcendants were called Hebrews) af- 
ter which he lived 403 years; in all 433. . 

Eber, 





§ After the death of Mizraim (who. was king of Egypt) 
the country he poffefled was, by three of his fons, ‘divided 
into as many kingdoms, viz. Azanim was king of Tanis, or 
Lower Egypt, called afterwards Delta; Naphtulim, of Naph, 
or Memphis, in Upper Egypt; and Pathrufim founded the 


|} kingdom of Pathros, or ‘Thebes in Thebais. 


lt This Nimrod, even in thofe early days, particularly dif. 
tinguifhed himfelf-for his great courage afd bravery. The 
eatly infefted with 
wild bealts. “He therefore betook himfe!f to the practice of: 


‘ for 
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Eber, when 34, had a fon name Peleg, in 
whofe time the earth came to be divided; after 
which he lived 430 years; in all 464. 

Peleg, when 30, had a fon named Reu, after 
which he lived 209 years; in all 239. 

Reu, when 32, had a fon named Serug; af- 
ter which he lived 207 years; in all 239. 

Serug, when 30, had fon named Nahor ; after 
which he lived 200 years; in all 230. 

Nahor, when 29, had a fon named Terah ; after 
which he lived 119 years; in all 148. 

Terah was the father of the firft great patri- 
arch after Noah, namely Abraham. He had 
likewife two other fons, the one called Nahor, 
and the other Fharan. The laft of thefe, who 
was the eldeft of the three, died before his father 
at Ur, in Chaldea, the place of his nativity. 
He lef€ behind him a fon named Lot, and two 
daughters, the elder of whom, called Milchah, 
was efpoufed to her uncle Nahor, and the 








for their courage; not only cleared the country of thofe 
dangerous animals, but procured great honour and renown 
for his other exploits ; fo that at length he raifed himfelf to 
the dignity of a king, the firftof that character fuppofed to 
have been in the univerfe. He is likewife the firft man we 
meet with in the fcriptures who made innovations on the ter- 
ritories of others; for he difpoffeffed Afhur, the fon of Shem, 
who had fettled himfelf in Shinah, and obliged him to re- 
move into Affyria, whilft himfelf {eized on Babylon, which, 
after having repaired and greatly enlarged, he made the 
metropolis of his kingdom. 

The city of Babylon being the capital of Nimrod’s em- 
pire, its antiquity is not to be queftioned; and, indeed, 
profane authors themfelves, who knew nothing of the {crip- 
tures, make the fon of Belus, whom they will have to be the 
founder of Babylon, to have lived two thoufand years before 
Semiramis. 
city fo late as the timeo” Nabohaffar: but the opinion moft 

enerally followed,: and beft grounded is, that Nimrod 
Pranded it, Belus enlarged it, and Semiramis added fo many 
great works and otherwife adorned it, that fhe might not im- 
properly be called the foundrefs of it ; but Nebuchadnezzar 
was the porion who put the finifhing hand to it, and made it 
one of the great wonders of the world. Herodotus hath de- 
{cribed it nearly in the following words: ‘* The whole city, 
fays he, which ftood on a large plain, confifted properly of 
two parts, which were divided by the river Euphrates. The 


walls were every way prodigious: they were in thicknefs 87 | 


feet, in height 350, and in compafs 480 furlongs: thefe 
walls were drawn round the city in form of an exaét fquare; 


they were furrounded on the outfide with a vaft ditch full of | 


water, and lined with bricks on both fides. In every fide 
of this great fquare were twenty five gates, that is, an hun- 
dred in all, which were made of folid brafs ; between every 
two gates there were three towers, and four men at the four 
corners, and three between each of thefe corners and the 
next gate on either fide; fo that the whole number of ftrects 
were fifty, ‘each fifteen miles long, whereof twenty-five went 
one way, and twenty-five the other, diretly croffing each 
other at right angles ; befides thefe there were alfo four half 
ftreets, which had houfes only on one fide, and the wall on 
the other: thefé went round the four fides of the city next 
the walls, and were each of them 200 feet broad, and the 
reft about 150.° By thefe ftreets thus crofling each other, the 
whole city was cut into 676 f{quares, each of which was 
four furlongs and a half on every fide. Round thefe fquares, 
on every fide towards the ftreets, flood the houfes. The 
{pace within the middle of each fquare was all void ground, 
employed for yards, gardens, and other ufes. 
the river Euphrates ran acrofs the city from the north to the 
fouth fide ; on each fide of the river was a quay, and a high 
wall of the fame thicknefs with thofe of the city. In thefe 
walls, over againft every (treet that led to the river, were 

gates of brafs, and from them defcents by fteps to the river. 

Che bridge was not inferior 'to any of the other buildings, 
either in beauty or magnificence: and before it was begun 
-to be built, they turned the courfe of the river Euphrates, 
and laid its channel dry, as. well for the purpofe. of laying 
the foundation more conveniently, as to raife artificial banks 
on both fides the river, to fecure the country from’ thofe.an- 


Qual inundations, whereby it overflowed its banks in like 
2 





Marfham brings down the foundation of this } 





A branch of. 





From the Ckeation, to the DEATH of Mossi i? 


younger, named Sarai, was married to her un- 
cle Abram. 2 . 

An univerfal depravity of human nature now 
difplayed itfelf in all parts of the world, but 
nore particulafly in the city of Ur *, where the 
practice of idolatry was carried to its utmoft 
height. In confequence of this, Terah réfolved 
to leave his abode, that he might no longer be 
an eye-witnefs of the iniquity of the people. 
Having formed this refolution, he quitted Ur, 
and taking with him his fon Abram and his 
wife, together with his grandfon Lot, fer out 
with an intent of vifiting the land of Canain In 
his journey he {topped at a place called Haran, 
(or Charran) a city of Mefopotamia, where, 
being feized with a violent iMnefs, he was com- 
pelled to make ir the place of his refidence. The 
violence of the diforder prevailing over the 
power of medicine, nature at length gave way, and 
Terah died at Haran, in the 205th year of his age. 


CHAP. 
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manner as the Nile does in Egypt. The river being turned 
out of ‘its courfe to facilitate thefe works, was received into 
a prodigious artificial lake, dug for that purpofe to the weit 
of Babylon. The lake was fifty-two miles fquare, and fifty- 
five deep, according to Herodotus, and feventy-five according 
to Megafthenes. Into this lake was the whole river turned 
by an artificial canal, till all the work was finithed. But 
that the Euphrates might not overflow the city through the 
gates on its fide, this lake, with the canal from the river, 
was {till preferved. At the two ends of the bridge were two 
palaces, which had acommunication with each other by a 
vault built under the channel of the river: the old palace 
which ftood on the eat fide of the river, was fixty furlongs 
in compafs. It was furrounded with three walls, one within 
another, with fome confiderable fpaces between them, Thete 
walls, as alfo thofe of the other palace, were embellithed 
with an infinite variety of fculptures, representing all kinds 
of animals to the life. In this lait palace were the hanging 
gardens, fo much celebrated in hiftory: thefe were of a 
{quare form, every fide of which was 4oo feet long: they 
were carried up in the air in the manner of feveral large ter- 
races, one above another, till the height equalled that of the 
walls of the city. The afcent was from terrace to terrace, 
by ftairs ten feet wide ; and the whole pile was fuftained by 
vaft arches raifed upon other arches, one above another, and 
ftrengthened hy a wall furrounding it.on every fide, twenty- 
two feet thick. On the top of thefe arches were laid large 
flat ftones, fixtcen feet long, and four broad: thefe were 
lined with bricks, clofely cemented together with plaifter, 
and that covered with fheets of lead, upon which lay the 
mould of the garden.—Another of the great works of Ba~ 
bylon was the temple of Belus, fuppofed to be the towef of 
Babel, built there at the confufton of languages. The 
richnefs of this temple in ftatues, tables, cenfers, cups, and 
other facred veffels, all of maffy gold, was immenfe : among 
other images, there was one of forty feet high, which 
weighed 1000 Babylonih talents of gold. 

Such were the chief works which rendered Babylon fo fa- 
mous ; moft of which are, hy profane authors, afcribed to 
Semiramis. From the Affjriars this great and noble city 
came into the hands of the Perfians,; and from them into the 
hands of the Macedonians; and here it was that Alexander 
the Great died. But not long after his death the city began 
to decline apace, by the building of Selucia, about forty 
miles above it, by Seleucus Nicanor, who is faid to have 
ereGted this city in hatred to the Babylonians, and to have 
drawn out of Babylon 500,000 perfons to people its fo that 
the antient city was, in the time of Curtius the hiftorian, 
leffened one fourth part; in the time of Pliny reduced to 
defolation ; in the days of St. Jerome, turned into parks, 
wherein the kings of Perfia were accuitomed to hunt ; and, 
according to the relation of fome late travellers, only one 
complete tower remains to mark the place of this once vait 
and fplended city. So that the remarkable prophecy of 
Ifaiah, refpecting it, is now eminently fulfilled ; 471d dcafis 
of the deferts feall lie there, and their, houfes fhali be full of 
doleful creatures ; ard the owls fhall dwell there, the fatyrs 
Seal dance there, and the usld beafis of the Ifand feall cry in 
their defolate houfes, and dragons in their pleajant palaces. 
Hfaiah xiii. 17, &c. 

* This city is eppoted to have been built by Afhur, the 

s fon 
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IV. 


The Call of Abram. He leaves Haran, goes to the land of Canaan, and afterwards into Egyp?. 


Returns from Egypt, and feparates from bis nephew 


of. Defeats the army of Cheder'lao- 


mer, king of Elam; and thereby refcues Lot from Captivity. Is congratulated on the oc 


cafion by the kings of Sodom and Salem. 


Enters into a_ covenant with God. Has a fon by 


bis maid Hagar. Is promifed one by bis wife Sarah. Circumcifion firft inflitured. 


T the clofe of the preceding chapter, we 

obferved that Terah, the father of Abram, 
Jeft his native place, in order to go into the land 
of Canaan. It is here to be obferved, that his 
conduét in this refpect certainly arofe from di- 
vine direction, the Almighty having thought 
proper to feleét this family out of the reft of 
mankind, and in them to eftablifh his church, 
by making Abram, (who was naturally of a righ- 
teous difpofition) father of the faithful, or wor- 
fhippers of the true God. 

It is evident that God had revealed himfelf 
to Abram, previous to his removal from Ur, 
as appears from the account of the infpired pen- 
man, The Lord had faid unto Abram+, &c. Gen. 
sli. 1. He had commanded him to leave the 
country in which he refided, and to travel into 
another he fhould point out to him. He like- 
wife promifed to make him father of a mighty 
people, and in him to blefs all the families on 
the earth f. 

Abram, futly perfuaded, in his own mind, of 
the truth of the divine promife, (though he 
knew not the difficulties that might attend his 
reioval, nor even the country in which he was 
to fettle) immediately after the deceafe of his 
father, prepared himfelf to go to the land which 
God fhould appoint, and, by a ftrict attention to 
the divine commands, prove at once his faith 
and obedience. 

Accordingly, taking with him his nephew 
Lot, his wife Sarai, and the reft of his family, 
together with all his effects, he fet out on his 
journey, which he profecuted with all conveni- 
ent expedition, till he came (by the divine gui~ 





fon of Shem, becaufe Ifaiah, fpeaking of the Chaldeans, 
fays, This citvavas not, till the Affjrian founded it, chap. 
xxiii. 13. Ur, in Hebrew, fignifies light or fre; and was 
fo called either from the Chaldeans, who firft ftudied 
aftronomy and obferved the motions of the heavenly bo- 
dies, or from fire, the {ymbol of the fun, which was wor- 
shipped in that city. 

+ In what manner God revealed himfelf to Abram the 
Sacred hittorian has not told us. It was probably by a voice 
from the Shechinah, or fymbol of the Divine prefence ; for 
St. Stephen exprefsly fays, The God of Glory appeared unto 
him before be dwelt in Charran. Ads vii. 2. 

J St. Paul has very properly explained thefe words by ap- 
plying them to a perfon defcended from Abram, whom God 
defigned to make a blefling, or the author of happinefs to 
mankind in general ; and this defcendant can be no other 
than our Blefled Redeemer, who, according to the flefh, was 
defcended from Abram, and fent by God to blefs all the 
nations on the earth. 

§ The Land of Canaa. is fituated between the Mediter- 
ranean Sea and the monntains of Arabia. It extends from 
Egypt to Phoenicia, and was firft called Canaan, from Ca- 
naan, the fonof Ham. It was afterwards called Paleftine, 
and the Land of Promife; then of Ifrael, then Judea, and, 
laflly, the Holy Land, from its having been the fcene of 


dance) into the land of Canaan§. Defirous of 
making fome furvey of the country, he ftopped 
in the plain || of Moreh, not far fom the city 
of Sichem Q, then inhabited by the Canaanites. 
Here he erected an altar, in order to pay his de- 
votions to God, who was fo well pleafed with 
his conduct, that he gave him frefh affurances 
of his favour and protection, and that, in pro- 
cefs of time, the whole land in which he then 
dwelt fhould be poffeffed by his defcendants. 

After ftaying fome time in the plains of Mo- 
reh, Abram removed with his family into the 
more mountainous part of the country, fituated 
between Bethel and Hai. Here he likewife 
erected an altar, that he might not be deficient 
in the difcharge of that duty which he was con- 
{cious of owing to his great and omnipotent be- 
nefaétor. 

From Bethel he proceeded farther to the 
fouth; but was interrupted in his progrefs by a 
dreadful famine, which raged with great vio- 
lence throughout the whole country. In confe- 
quence of this, he formed the refolution of 
going to Egypt, that being the only place 
where relief could be obtained under fuch cala- 
mities *. 

Being apprized of the natural libertinifin 
of the Egyptians, Abram was exceeding anxi- 
ous concerning his wife Sarai, fearing left her 
extraordinary beauty might provoke their lafci- 
vious attention. Though fhe was at this time 
in the 66th year of her age **, yet fhe ftill re- 
tained thofe perfonal charms which, in that 
country might endanger the life of him who 
fhould pafs for her hufband. After fome deli- 

beration, 





Our Saviour’s actions ; and this name it has ever fince re- 
tained, 

|| The Septuagint, and moft other verfions, call it the Oak 
of Moreh, froma large oak that grew onit; but oyrtranfla- 
tion renders it plain. : 

q This city, after the ruin of Samaria by Shalmanefar, 


|} was the capital of the Samaritans; and Jofephus fays, it was 


fall fo in the time of Alexander the Great. It was fituated 
ten miles from Shiloh, forty from Jerufalem, and fifty-two 
from jericho. . 

* It appears, from this circumftance, that Egypt had been 
foon formed into a kingdom after mankind were.dilperfed by 
the confufion of languages. Its: firft name was Mizraim, 
which fignifies ftraightnefs ; it being clofed on the north by 
the Mediterranean Sea, on the weft and fouth by mountains, 
and on the eait by the Red Sea or Indian Gulph, Nicolaus 
Damafcus, a heathen author. fays, that Abram went cut of 
Ckaldea into Canaan, now called Judea, but, in confequence 
of a great famine raging there, he removed to Egypt, m 
which were abundance of all kinds of provifions. 

** Je may appear fomewhat ftrange that Sarai fhould have 
fach perfonal charms at fo advanced an age; but it matt be re- 
membered that as in thofe days they were longer lived than 
at prefent, fo their charms were proportionably dorabie. 
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beration, Abram concluded, that the fafeft way 
would be for her to conceal her marriagé ; upon 
which, communicating His fears to Sarai,. arid 
fhe approving of his plan; it’ was mutually 
agreed between them, that wherever they took 
up their refidence, inftead of his wife, fhe thould 
pafs for his fifter. 

’ The apprehenfions Abram had formed were 
foon verified, after his arrival in Egypt. The 
diftinguified charms of his wife attracted the 
notice of feveral principal Egyptians, and fhe 
foon became the fubjeét of popular converfa- 
tion. ‘The king being informed of her beauty; 
was excited to gratify his curiofity by the fight 
of fo amiable-a ftranger. Accordingly; Sarai 
was, by his order, conducted to court, and 
placed in the apartments allotted for his con- 
cubines. Here fhe remained feveral days, durin 

which Abram (her fuppofed brother) was treate 

with great civility, and, on her account (though 
the king had not yet feen her) complimented 
with many valuable prefents. 

A feeling mind may, in fome degree, con- 
ceive the diftrefs each party muft naturally be 
fufceptible of on this trying occafion. Sarai was 
a beautiful woman, in the power of a loofe and 
vicious monarch, and deftitute of all prote€tion 
but from the hands of the Almighty. While 
her hufband, who fhould be the only guardian 
of her perfon, dare not own her as his wife, 
left the rage of luft, and ftrength of power, 
fhould deprive him of his exiftence. 

To relieve them from ‘this diftreffed fituation, 
the Almighty was pleafed to interpofe in their 


behalf: and, in order'to deter Pharaoh * and his 


nobles from any difhonourable attempts on Sarai, 
he fuddenly afflictee them with various difeafes 
and bodily infirmities. Not being able to ac- 
count for this fingular circumftance, they at 
length fufpected that it was occafioned by the 
confinement of Sarai, who, inftead of being the 
fitter of Abram, muft certainly be his wife. In 
confequence of thefe fufpicions, the king fent 


for Abram, and expoftulated with him on his. 


mifcondu, in having fpread a falfe report, which 
might have been attended with a breach on his 
wifes chaftity. After faying this heordered him 
immediately to quit his kingdom, permitting 
him to take not only his own effeéts, but the pre- 
fents that had been made him in confequence of 
his fuppofed fifter. 

The famine in Canaan, which had occafioned 
Abram to go into Egypt, was happily ceafed; 
fo that his leaving the place was not only in 





* What this king’s name was, or jndeed any of the Egyp- 
tian. monarchs, ‘cannot be'afcertained. The name Pharaoh 


was a title of dignity common to all, in the fame manner as‘ 


that of Cefar affumed by'the Roman Emperors. 

+ This is the. moft principal: river mentioned in the 
facred writings.. Its name is fuppofed to be derived from 
the Hebrew word Yor, which fignifies a fpring, and Daz,’ 
a fmall’ town fituated near its fource. From its rife, 


which is fuppofed to be at Czfarea Philippi, it runs through: 


5 {pace of about fifty leagues, and then difcharges itfelf into 


the Dead Sea, otherwife called the Afphaltite Lake, where . 


the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah once ftood. At the dif- 
tance of about fix leagues from its fpring, it forms the lake 
Senachon, from whence it communicates with the lake Ti- 


berias, and paffing through it is at length totally loft in the ‘]] 


Dead Sea. _ im fummer-time the water is very fhallow, but 
about the time of barley-harveft, or Fealt of the Paffover, 
i : 


. anniverfary feaft, which was there folemnized. 
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conformity to the king’s commmiand, but -agree- 
able to his own inclinations. Abram directed 
his courfe the fame way he had come; and. on his 
arrival at Bethel; where he had erected an altar, 
he offered on it a facrifice of thanks to God for 
his happy efcape from Egypt, and fafe return 
into the land of Canaan. 

Abram and his nephew Lot had hitherto 
lived; with great unanimity; on the fame {pot ; 
but their families and poffeffions being now 
greatly increafed, inconveniencies took place: 
They found themfelves particularly diftrefied for 
want of provifion for their cattle; which; pro- 
bably; arofe partly from the late famine, and 
partly from the great number of Canaanites, who 
poffeffed the moft fertile parts of the land. This 
want of pafture-ground occafioned frequent dif- 
putes between the herdfmen of Abram and thofe 
of Lot; fo thatthe former, fearing left the con- 
tention which prevailed among the fervants, 
might end in arupture between themfelves, re- 
refolved, in a friendly manner, to propofe a fe- 
paration from Lot. In doing this; fuch was his 
great prudence and condefcenfion, that, though 
fuperior in every refpeét to his nephew, he gave 
him his choice of fettlement in that part of the 
country he fhould beft approve. Jf, fays he, 
thou wilt take the left band; then I wi'l go to the 
right ; or, if thou depart to the right hand, then I 
will go to the left. OL, 

This generous and friendly propofition was 
readily agreed to by Lot, who, after taking a 


| view of the country, chofe the plains near So- 


dom and Gomorrah, which, being watered by 
the ftreams of Jordan t+; was not only pleafant, 
but ‘exceeding fertile. 

Thefe matters being adjufted, Abram and 
‘Lot parted, the former continuing at Bethel, 


| and the latter retiring to the fpot he had chofen 


for his future refidence. 

Some time after Lot’s departure, the Al- 
mighty, ever mindful of his faithful fervant 
Abram, again appeared to him in a vifion, and 
not only renewed the promife he had before 


made, of enlarging his pofterity, but, bidding 
‘him caft his eyes round the kingdom, confirmed 


the gift of .all the land which he beheld, to him 
and his defcendants. 
Thefe divine affurances were acceptably re- 


| ceived by Abram, who, defirous of feeing the 


different parts of the country promifed to his po- 
fterity, removed from Bethel, and took up his 
refidence in the plain of Mamre f, at a fmall di- 
ftance from Hebron §. Here, (as was his ufual 

. cultom; 





it generally overflows its banks, and greatly facilitates the 
fertility of the plain. : 

t This (in like manner with the Plain of Moreh) is, in 
mott verfions, rendered Oak, and therefore called the Oak 


of Mamre, which name it acquired from a large oak (or as 


{ome call it) a turpentine-tree, that grew on the fpot. We 
are told, by an antient writer, that this oak tree, in the time 
of Conftantine, was famous for Pilgrimages, as alfo for the 
That it was 
‘diftant from Hebron but &x miles, and that, in the neigh» 
bourbood, were ftill to be feen feveral cottages built by 
Abram, together with a well, dug by him, to which Jews, 


’ Pagans and Chriftians annually reforted to pay their devo- 


tions. 

§ The city of Hebron (otherwife called Chebron) was 
one of the moft antient cities in the univerfe, having been, 
built feveral years before Tanis, the capital of Lower Egypt. 

It 


to Tur HISTORY oF 
cuftom, wherever he pitched his tent) he erected 
én altar, in order to difcharge his religious du- 
ties, by offering facrifices to the Lord. 

In a fhort time after Abram had fettled him- 
felf at Mamre, by the natural affability of his 
temper, and the refpect fhewn him on that ac- 
count, he acquired the intimacy and friendfhip 
of fome of the moft confiderable Canaanites, par- 
ticularly three, named Mamre, Aner, and Eichol ; 
the former of whom was of fuch importance as 
to give name to the country in which he lived. 

This alliance was not only agreeable to Abram, 
but, in the courfe of time, proved infinitely fer- 
viceable, as will appear from the following cir- 
cumftances. Chederlaomer, king of Elam, had, 
for fome years, held five petty princes (of which 
number the king of Sodom was one) in a tribu- 
tary fubjection to him. Weary with this fubjec- 
tion, they at length determined to fhake off the 
yoke they had fo long borne; to effeét which, 
they confederated together, and joining their re- 
{pettive forces, prepared themfelves to march 
againft their oppreffor. 

The king of Elam being informed of their in- 
tentions, refolved, if poffible, to fruftrate their 
defigns. He accordingly raifed a powerful army, 
and, in conjunétion with three other kings, his 
allies, immediately advanced to meet the enemy. 
‘The revolted kings feeing them at a diftance, 
took the field, with a firm refolution of trying 
the fate of a pitched battle. The place allotted 
for determining the difpute was the valley of 
Siddim, which was full of pits of bitumen, or 
foil of a clayey nature. For fome time the vic- 
tory appeared doubtful; but at length the five 
tributary kings were put to the rout,: one part 


of their army was entirely cut to pieces, and the | 


other fled to the neighbouring mountains, leav- 
ing their cities a prey to the conquerors. Lot, 
who happened at this time to refide in Sodom, 
‘was involved in the calamity of the city, being 
not only plundered of all his poffeffions, but 
carried away among the reft of the captives. 
One of the foldiers belonging to the vanquifhed 
happening to make his efcape, immediately haf- 
zened to Abram, to whom he related the parti- 
culars of the battle, and the haplefs fate of his 
nephew. ‘The faithful patriarch, anxious for 
Lot, determined to purfue the victors, and, if 
poffible, not only refcue him, but the whole of 
the captives. He accordingly armed all his own 
fervants, the number of whom amounted to 318, 
and, accompanied by his three friends and affo- 
ciates, Mamre, Efchol, and Aner, fet out in 
purfuit of the victors, whom, after a march of 
about feventy leagues, he overtook near Dan. 
Availing himfelf of the covert of the night, he 
put his forces into proper difpofition, and im- 
mediately charged the enemy on all quarters. 
So fudden and vigorous an attack on an army 





It was fituated on an eminence, twenty miles to the fouth of 
Jerufalem, and about the fame diftance to the north of Beer~ 
fheba. It probably received its name from the word Chaver, 


which fignifies coupling or joining ; becaufe thefe married ’ 
couples, Abraham and Sarah, Ifaac and Rebecca, Jacob 


and Leah, were all buried there. 

{J The place here called Damafcus was afterwards the ca- 
pital of Syria. It is now one of the firft cities in that part 
of the world; for, according to Mr. Maundrell, every houfe 


has a moit beautiful vineyard, where the people regale thems _ 


tut HOLY BIBLE, Boor ie 
fatigued with a late engagement, and revelling in 
the {poils of conqueft, had the defired effect, for 
Abrain, in a fhort time, obtained a compleat 
victory. Chadorlaomer, the king of Elam, was, 
among many others, flain, and his whole army 
being routed, Abram’s vidtorious party pur- 
fued them as far as Hobah, a finall place fitu- 
ated near Damafcus #. The enemy, from the 
great confternation into which they had been 
thrown, by the fuddennefs of the attack, fled fo 
precipitately, that they left behind them aat only 
the captives, but likewife the booty of which 
they had poffeffed themfelves. The whole of 
thefe fell into the hands of Abram, and among 
them his nephew Lot, who being thus happily 
recovered, returned, with all his fubftance, to 
his former habitation. 

Abram, having, by this conqueft, figna- 
lized both his valour and fidelity, was highly 
careffed by thofe whofe caufe he had fo gallantly 
efpoufed. The firft perfon who came to con- 
gratulate him on the occafion, was the king of 
Sodom, who, in thankful acknowledgment of 
the benefits received from his important fer- 
vices, offered him all his booty which he had 
retaken belonging to him, defiring only the re- 
ftoration of thofe prifoners who were his fubjects. 
But Abram’s righteous foul difdained to take 
advantage of the unfortunate; and therefore, af- 
ter referving to his affociates that part of the 
plunder to which their fervices intitled them, he 
reftored to the king both his fubjects and pro- 
perty, evincing, through the whole of his con- 
duct, the moft diftinguifhed fidelity, intrepid 
courage, and inflexible juftice. 

The next perfon who congratulated Abram on 
his fuccefs, was Melchizedek *, king of Salem, 
who, on his return from the battle, accommo- 
dated both him and his men with a refrefhment 
of bread and wine which he had provided on the 
occafion. Being a prieft, as well as king, he 
firft bleffed Abram for being the inftrument 
of fo public a deliverance, and then the Al- 
mighty, for having given him fuch uncommon 
fuccefs : in return for which, the victorious pa- 
triarch prefented him with the tenth part of the 
fpoils he had taken from the enemy. 

As Abram had now atted in the public capa- 
city of a warrior, and might reafonably expe& 
that the kings whom he had routed would re- 
cruit their icattered forces, and prepare for a 
fecond attack, he was fearful of the confequences. 
But the Almighty, in order to fortify his mind 
againft all difagreeable apprehenfions, even from 
the moft potent princes of the earth, appeared 

| to him in a vifion, and informed him that he 

had undertaken his defence, and would ever re- 

ward his faithfulnefs. Fear not, fays he, Abram, 
Iam thy fhield, and thy exceeding great reward. 

Hitherto the pious patriarch had liftened to 

, God's 





felves during the heat of the fummer. Before the doors are 
pine-trees, and {mall {treams run through every ftreet. Jo- 
fephus tells us, this city was built foon after the food; and, 
according, to the Arabian writers, it was the place where 
Shem refided till the time of his death. 

.* Who this extraordinary perfon was has been a fabje& of 
great difpute ; but the molt rational opinion is, ‘that he was 
one of the princes of Canaan, who, on account of his great 
piety and goodnefs, was called Melchizedek, which, in ¢ 
Hebrew language, Gignifies King of Rightcox/ue/i. : 
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for the firft time;. to: expoftulate with ‘his 
protector, not knowing how thefe things could 
pofibly be accomplifhed, whilft himfelf:cont--. 
nued without an heir to his body, -and that, to 
all appeararice, he muft be obliged to leave his 
fubftance to Eliezer his fteward. fe 
_ The troubles. ef Abram, on this head, were 
foon removed, by the beneficence of the Al- 
mighty, who told him, that not his fervant, but 
a fon of his own, begotten of his Bedy, fhould 
be his heir, and that from him fhould defcend a 
race as innumerable as the flars in heaven. | _ 

Abram was fo encouraged by this joyful in- 
telligence, that he ventured to beg of God that 
he would be pleafed to give him fome fenfible 
token whereby he might be affured of fo di- 
ftinguifhed a bleffing. The Almighty thought 
proper‘to comply with his requeft, and that they 
might enter into a formal covenant on the oc- 
cafion, ordered him to take an heifer, a goat, 
and a ram, each of three years old, together with 
a pigeon and a turtle dove, and offer them up 
as.a facrificet. - : 
- The pious patriarch readily. obeyed the di- 
vine command, and, having killed the beatts, 
‘cut them in halves, laying each oppofite to the 
other; but the fowls he left whole. After doing 
this, he walked’ between the diffected bodies }, 
making his folemn vows to God of perpetual 
obedience to his will; and then fat himfelf down 
to prevent birds of prey from injuring the fa- 
Crifice. | 

About the time of fun-fet Abram. fell into a 
deep fleep, during which it was revealed to him, 
that he was not to expect an immediate accom- 


plifhment of the divine. promife; for though. 


himfelf was to die in peace, and at a good old 
age, yet his: pofterity were, after that, to fo- 





+ A Sacrifice (fays a piots and ledrned divine) is a fo- 
lemn aét of religious worfhip, which confifts of dedicating, 
devoting or offering up, fomething «animate or inanimate, 
Oa an altar, by the hands of a prieit, to acknowledge a.de- 


pendance on, or to conciliate the power of, the Deity. . 


‘There are five kinds of facrifices, viz. Free-avill Offerings, 
that is, fuch as ‘are promifed before victory and paid after; 
Firft Fraits, &c, Expiatory Offtrings to avert anger; Pro- 
pittatory Sacrifices for faccefs; and Sacrifices impofed hy 
command, 


fimple : 


Jn antient times to footh each heav’nly pow’r, 
‘The frugal people offer'd falt and flour ; 

No veffel yet had ftemm'd the raging fea, 

Laden with myrrh caught dropping from the tree : 
No gums were brought from rich Euphrates fhore,, 
Nor India yet had fent her fpicy ftore. 

The Sabine herbs and fruits in fmoak- afpire, 

And the green laurels cracklé in the fire. 


In procefs of time different animals were facrificed, and 
particular attention was paid to the victim, which was to be 
tree from blemith or defect. Hence the goodlieft firttlings of 
the cattle were chofen, and diftinguithed for future facrifices 
by particular marks. a m2 5 


When bhe has calv’d, then fet the dam afide, 
’ And for ‘the tender progeny provide ;: ..- : 

Diftinguith all betimes with branding fire, 

To note the tribe, the lineage, and the fires 
-. , Whom to referve for hufband of the herd; 

» Or who' hall be to facrifice preferr'ds . 

r, whom thon halt to turn thy glebe allow, 

To fmooth the furrows, and fuftain the-plough, 


2 
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In the earlieft ages facrifices were exceeding 





1 Brom the Cazarion, to se DeAtH of. Moses: ai 
God’s.sromifes ‘without the leaft fhadow of dif - 
truft; but, on. this:freth affurance.he ventured, : 


gjourn and: be afflicted, in a ftrange country, for 
-the face of four hundred years §,; after which 
the Alinighty. would not only. punifh, their op- 
preffors, bur would likewife fafely eftablifi them 
in the land he had promifed. 

After this. revelation Abram foon awoke, and 
whiJe he was refleGting on what he had heard, 
the Almighty, in confirmation of the affurances 
he had given him, and as a ratification of his part 
of the covenant, caufed the fymbol of his di- 
vine prefence to appear before him. It confifted 
of a /moaking furnace and a burning lamp, which 
pafled between the divided pieces of the vic- 
tims, and totally confumed them. 

Ten years being now elapfed, and che divine 
promife not yet fulfilled, in giving a fon to 
Abram, Sarai became exceeding uneafy, and 
imagined, from the courfé of nature, that her 
hufband’s iffue muft certainly proceed from fome 
other woman. In confequence of this fugge- 
ftion, fhe importuned Abram to take her hand- 
maid Hagar, who was an Egyptian, as his fe- 
condary wife ||, pleafing herfelf with the thoughts 
that, if fhe fhould conceive, the child would be 
reputed hers, and the divine promife would be 
thereby fully eftablifhed. 

Abram, being prevailed on by the folicita- 
tion of his wife, took Hagar to his bed, who, 
in the proper courfe of time, found fhe had con- 
ceived. ‘Chis circumftance produced a material 
alteration in her conduct ; fhe now threw off the 
character of the fervant, and affuming that of 
the miftrefs, treated Sarai with the moft infidious 
contempt. In confequence of this, Sarai com- 
plained to her hufband, intimating that his fond+ 
neis for Hager was probably the occafion of the 
unworthy treatment fhe received fromher. Bue . 
the honeft ‘patriarch, juft in all ‘his dealings, 
and true to every alliance, would not permit 


Sarai to be treated with difrefpect, and to acquit 


. himftelf 





The Hebrews either made offerings or facrifices : the fit 

‘confifted of Firft-fruits and tythes ; and the latter, of flaugh- 
tered animals, .. - ‘ 
- The five animals above-mentioned were the only creatures 
required for facrifices under the Mofaic difpenfation ; and it 
is to be obferved, that the Jews fed on no other quadrupeds 
te the fpecies of the three there enumerated, 

The Jewith Oferings confitted of grain, meal, bread, 
cakes, fruits, wine, fale, oil, honey, &¢, which were termed 


_ Meat and Drink Offerings. 


t The manner of making an alliance, or forming a cove+ 
nant, at this time was, to divide the victims into two parts, 
and lay them on two altars oppofite each other ; after which 

.the contracting parties walked between, which intimated, 
that the party who violated the covenant fhould be cut afun- 
der in the fame manner as the victim. To this, thereforc, 
we may natorally fuppofe the circumftance before us to al+ 
lude, the Almighty chafing to difplay his mind and will by 
a:plain reference to a cuftom which at that time prevailed. 

§ Thefe years are to be reckoned from the birth of [faac, 


- who was the feed to whom the promife was miade : for, from 


the birth of Ifaac to that of Jacob was Go years ; thence to 
the birth of Jofeph go; thence to Jofeph’s death 110; thence 
to the birth of Mofes 60; and in the Soth year of Mofes’s 
life the children of Ifrael came out of Egypt. Thefe years 
added together make juft 460; and although the Egyptian 
bondage did not continue fo long,’ yet, as the children of 
Ifrael had no fixed habitation, fo they may be faid to have 
been afflicted during that f;ace of time. 

- In concubinage, thefe fecondary, or fubordinate wives, 
were deemed lawful, and their offspring legitimate; but in 
all other refpets they were inferior tothe firft and principal. 
As, therefore, they had 1io: authority in domettic affairs be- 
fore they were concubines, fo neither had they. after, but 
were, in every refpect, nee to sheir miltreffes~ ; 
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‘himfelf of all fufpicion, in giving countenance 
to Hagar’s conduct, invefted Sarai with full au- 
“thority to punith her at difcretion. Beholdy thy 
maid is in thy band, do to ber as it pleafeth thee. 
Sarai having received this licence from her 
chufband, expreffed her refentment to Hagar with 
fuch feverity, that the latter could nét digeft it. 
She therefore quitted her mafter’s houfe, and re- 
commending herfelf to the protection of God, 
refolved: to make the beft of her way to her own 
country. : 
As fhe was travelling over a dreary defart, fhe 
came to a fpring of water, of which having drank, 
and being greatly fatigued, fhe fat down to reft 
herfelf. As fhe was contemplating on her fitu- 
ation, and the circumftances that had occafioned 
it, fhe was fuddenly interrupted by an angel, 
who, to imprefS on her mind a proper fenfe of 
her duty, called her by the appellation of Sa- 
rai’s maid, intimating, that though fhe had been 
admitted to her mafter’s bed, fhe was as indi- 
fpenfibly fubjeét to the will of her miftrefs as 
ever, and therefore highly culpable in not pay- 
ing her a proper obedience. The angel then 
afked her the caufe of her departure, and the place 
of her deftiny: to which fhe replied, that fhe 
had left her miftrefs on account of her fevere 
treatment, and that her intentions were to re- 
turn to Egypt, which was the place of her na- 
tivity. On this the angel commanded her to 
return to her mafter’s houfe, refume her former 
employment, and behave with 2 fuitable refpect 
to her miftrefs. As an encouragement for her 
to obey thefe orders, he affured her, that the 
fhould have a numerous progeny, and, to con- 
vince her of his divine miffion, not only told her 
that he knew of her conception, which was not 
yet difcoverable to the fight, but alfo gave her 
precife directions with refpect to naming the 
child. Thou foalt. call bis name Ifnmael, becaufe 
the Lord bath heard thy affidion. We likewife 
informed her, that the defcendants of this child 





* The words in the text are, And he ull be @ wild man; 
bis hand will be againft every man, and every man’s hand 
againft him: and he poalt dwell in the prefence of all bis ore~ 
thren. A thorough illuftration of this paffage will fhew that 
this prophecy has been moft amply fulfilled, and has fo con- 
tineed even to the prefent time. The learned Mr. Sale, in 
his preface to the Alcoran, fays, that the Arabtans juftify, 
or, at leaft, attempt to juitify, their condact in robbing, 
by alledging, that their great predeceffor Ifhmael was the 
awful fon of Abram, and that by the intrigues of Sarai, 
he was turned out deftitute. For this reafon they fay, they 
have a right to make reprifals apon all others. They live 
in a continual ftate of war with all the reft of mankind ; aad 
are robbess by profeflion, both by land and fea. On the 
other hand, all thofe who live near them are their enemies 5 
and altho’ feveral attempts have been made to fubdue them, 
yet they have proved ineffectual. yee who travel 
among them are ee to go in great jes, called cara- 
vans, amounting to feldom lefs than a thoufand ; and during 
the nights, they are obliged to keep watch, left chey thould 
be robbed and murdered. The great Sefoftris, king of 
Egypt, made feveral attempts to drive them from the fou- 
thern provinces ; but although he revented them, for fome 
time, from infeiting Egypt, yet fe 
fubdue them. Herodotus tells us, that the Perfians fought 
many battles with the Arabians, but could never lcep pof- 
feffion of any Es that happened to fall into their hands. 
When Alexander the Great was at Babylon, all the eaftern 
‘nations fent ambafladors to him, offerin 
government, except the Arabians, who-difdained the mean 
Eoboaiffion miffon., This fo enraged the haughty conqueror, that he 
snade greater p: ations to attack them, than he had dons 
to fubdue the Perfian empire ; fos: whence we may con- 


‘from robbing ; for Dr. Shaw, in 
to Jerufalem, was robbed by them, although he had with 


found it impofiible to. 


to fubmic to his 


Boox i. 
‘would be 2 ftout and warlike people : thar they 
avould live by plunder in the defarts, and. be-ac- 
cuftomed to annoy others, though not cafily' van- 
quithed themfelves *. pity 
This divine intelligence gave great fatisfaQtion 
to Hagar, who made not the leaft hefitation of 
following the dire€jons of the angel. Though fhe 
was an ptian, fhe had imbibed from Abram 
juft notions of the true God, and of the worlhip 
due to him from his creatures. As a memento, 
therefore, of. this fingular interpofition, fhe called 
the fpring By which the had fat, Beer-dai bai-roi, 
which fignifies, she fpring of the living vifou, or; 


the [pring of bim that liveth and fecth me. Waving 
done ois fhe immediately Tae the place, hafted 


home, and humiliated herfelf before her mi- 
ftrefs; in a fhort time after which fhe was deli- 
vered of a fon, whom Abram, according to the 
angel’s direétion, called Ifhmael. ; 

At this time Abram was 86 years of age; and, 
left in the excefs of his joy he fhould cniffake this 
child for the heis of the promifes which had 
been made him, about thirteen years. after, the 
Almighty again appeared to him in a vifion, and 
renewed his former covenant; to-satify which 
he was pleafed to inftitute the rite of caircum- 
cifien, by commanding that every male child, 
of eight days old, whether born in the honfe, 
or bought with money, fhould be circumcifed, 
on the penalty of being cut off from the bene- 
fits of the covenant. Asa farther mark of his 
divine refpect, he changed our patriarch’s name 
from Abram to Abraham, and his wife’s from 
Sarai to Sarah ¢; and, to compleat his happi- 
nefs, again promifed that he fhould yet have a 
fon by her. ; 

Though this promife gave great fatisfaction 
to Abraham, yet his mind was agitated on ac- 
count of Ifhmael, his firt-born, for whom he 
had a moft paternal affection. He was fufpici- 
ous that on the birth of a child by the free wo- 

man, 





clede, that they were very formidable enemies, He did 
not, however, live to put his threats in execution, and 
thofe who fucceeded him in the eaft were obliged to attend 
to their own domeftic affairs. They were next invaded by 
the Romans, and although the great Pompey carried the 
tesror of his name over three parts of the world, yet he was 
not able to conquer Arabia. Trajan, the emperor, marched 
ageiutt them ; but although he reduced a few of their towns, 
yet he was obliged to relinquifh them; fo true are the words, 
Be feall dwell in the prefence of all bis brethren. Yn this 
manner they continued till the time of Mahomet, who gave 
them a new religion ; but except in that fingle inftance, they 
are juft the fame (as Dr. Shaw fays) that they were three 
thoufand yearsago. There is no coy of keeping them 

is journey from Ramah 


him a guard of Turkish foldiers. “Bifhop Pocock confirms 
the account given by Dr. Shaw; and . Hanway, who 


“was in Perfia about thirty years ago, tetls us, that they go 


out iA whele tribes every yeas to-rob; for although the 
Turks axe vain enough to call them their vaflals, yet the 
wild Arabs pay no fubmiffion to them. : 

+ Thedifference in the found of thefe words is very tri. 
fling ; but, in the fenfe, it is-confiderable. The word 
Abram fignifies bigh father ; but Aérabam implies the father 
as great multitude, as he certainly was according to the 

ivine promife, a father of masy zations kawe I made thee. 
Gen. xvii g- | ; : 

The word Sarai fignifies say prixec/s,, or chief of my fa- 
mily only ; but Sa implies, Prince/s or chief af multitudes, | 


_ accerding to the words in the text, She all bc ¢ matier of 
nations, kings of people forall be of ber. Gen. xVM. 1 
a 


Czar. V. : 
maa, he might Be. depiived:af tits defteaded 
from the bond-wornan'; arid thotefcit; ee 
proftrate-on thé ground; he Began to mit le 
with God, in behalf of iftarsets O; fays ties that 
Ifomael wight live before thee: * But the Abmighty 
thought proper -to remove his fears; by affuring 
him, that the great bieflirigs in the covendnt 
were sie kad Tfhiviac]; but for .a fori td 
be born of Sarah, which fhould Happen within 
the courfe of the year, and. thet his navie fhould 
be called Ifaac. That he miglit not; however; 
feem wholly to neglect ‘his requeft for Iftimae!; 


masse eae 


Primi the Canrticn; to 


tBe Diarit of Moss, 23 
lié. prbenifed: to make bim a great sation; atid the 
father of twelve prilices ; ae at the fame’ time 
téld him; tliat the covenant made fhould only 
be eftablifhed in the fon b teri of. Sarah: 

' THis-was the whole fu of the vifion; 
and as foon as it was ended, Abraham delayed 
not (accorditig to die divine command) ta cir- 


| ctimeife hirifelf; his fori Ifhniael; and. all the 


males in His family. _And this ordinance the 
Hebrews have ever finee very religioufly ob- 
ferved *, 





CHA 
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The wickednefs of the people of Sodom and Gottorrab: Abrabam “‘enteF tains three angels; from 
ie 


‘one of whom 


in their behalf. Two angels entertained by Lot. 
t's inceft with bis two daughters. 
- F Lhmael, Abraham forms a league with sAbimelech, king of Gerar. C 
Death and burial of Sarab. Waac’s marriage with kebeccd. Death 


Sodorn and Gomorrah. 


Vfaac asa Sacrifice. 
we ‘Abrabom. 


NH great wealth of the inhabitants of 

J Sodom and Gomorrah had _ introduced 
juxury, which, as ufual, foon produced licen- 
tioufnefs. The fatal confequences of this were, 
irreverence to God, inhofpitality to ftrangers, 
and the indulgence of the moft abominable 
vices. Thefe enormities highly offended the 
Almighty, who, in order to punifh the people, 
denounced his vengeance isoch againft them and 
their country. But, previous to the execution 
of the fatal fentence, he thought proper to in- 
timate his intentions to his faithful fervant 

- Abraham. 

At ‘this time the pious patriarch refided at 
Mamre; and as he was fitting one day at the 
door of his tent,, he faw, at a diftance, three 
perfons, whom he took for travellers. 
naturally of an hofpitable difpofition, when they 
came up to him he arofe fram his feat, and, in 
a polite manner, afked them to partake of fuch 
refrefhment as his habitation afforded.. His ci- 
vility being accepted, an entertainment was im- 
mediately prepared for the unknown guefts, 
which being te before. them, they, to all ap- 
pearance, feemed to eat. While. they were at 
table, one of them enquired after Sarah, and 
being told fhe was in the tent, he then ad- 
drefled himfelf to Abraham, and affured him, 
that he had ftill in remembrance the care. of his 
wife Sarah, who, before the end of the year, 
fhould certainly be delivered of a fon. Proc 
this circumftance Abraham was convinced, that 

fe three vifitors were meffengers from hea- 
ven, and that one of them was peculiar re- 
prefentative of the Almighty. __ Loe 

Sarah had liftened attentively to the difcourfe 


that had pafied between her hufband and his: 


-} Several reafons (favs a learned author) may be piven 
the infticution of this rite; but the miof con: erable ap- 
‘Pear to be the following: The fir is topical, taken from the 
natare’‘of the climate, the heat of which (according ‘to 


Philo) fabjetied thofe, who-were not circanicifed; to a dif- 


recetues intimation of God's defign to bynifi the Sodomites: 


to attend them fome part of the way. 
Being. 


fr Lot's wife. Dapruttion of 
@ of Lot’s wife. Deftruétion o, 

Birth of Iaac and expulfion 
Offers up bis fox 


The fa 


guefts; but confidering the advanced age both 
of herfelf and him, fhe regarded not their pre« 
diction; and even laughed within hetfelf at the 
improbability of fuch an event: ‘Fhis difre- 
fpe&tful behaviour being obferved by the ftran- 
ger, he, in an angty tohe, afked her the realon 
of it. Struck with terror; fhe attenipted to de« 
ny it; upon which he difmiffed her with this 
gentle reproof: that it was exceedingly wrong 
in her to miftruft what he.had faid, fince nothing 
was impoffible with God: ; 
This finifhed the converfation, immediately 
after which the three guefts prepared themfelves 
to depart, and Abraham, underftafiding they 
were going towards Sodom; courteoufly offered 
As the 
journeyed together, God was pleafed to manifeft 
his peculiar regard to Abraham; in forételling 
the dreadful judgment he intended to inflié on 
Sodom and the neighbouring cities, which in- 
ftance of his kindviefs was founded pon ari af- 
furance, that he would command not only his 
children, but his houthold alfo, to pertevere 
in the true fear and worfhip of their divine 
Creator. : 
‘This intelligence was communicated to Abra 
ham ‘by one of the angels, (the immediate re- 
Pees of God) the other two having gone 
ore with great hafte, to reach, as foon as 
poffible, the place of their deftiny. So melan- 
choly a.piece of news greatly afflicted Abraham, 
who,. from an. affurance of the divine favour, 
ventured to intercede in behalf of thofé wicked 
people. Not doubting but the fupreme and 
equitable judge of the earth would liften to 
mercy, he of him not to punifh the 


begs ed 
‘innecent with the guilty. He made five peti- 


tionary 





temper calléd the Carbuncle. The feeond is political ; 
namely, that it was to diftinguith thofe, who were in cove- 
nant with God, from other nations. . The third reafon is of 
‘a mofal nature} to wit, that it was to imply the circumcifion 
‘Of the heart, and the mortification of carnal appetites, 
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Sonny propofitions, leffening the fuppofed num- 
ber of pious inhabitants in Sodom, trom fifty to 
ten, earneftly befeeching of Gnd, that, could 
even fo fmall a number be found, he would, on 
their account, withdraw his avenging rod, and 
avert the impending danger. This requeft being 
granted, the angel departed, and Abraham return- 
ed home, happy in the thought of having réceived 
fuch peculiar manifeftations of the divine love. 

In the mean time, the two other guefts, who 
went before (and were, indeed, the miniftering 
angels whom God had appointed to execute his 
judgments on the Sodomites) purfued their jour- 
ney towards the city, whither they arrived in 
the evening. Lot happened at this time to be 
fitting at the gate of the city + as foon, therefore, 
as he faw the angels, he arofe, and, after proper 
falutations, invited them to his houfe, in order 
to refrefh themfelves. For fome time the di- 
vine meffengers declined the offer ; but, at 
length, from the ftrength of Lot’s importuni- 
ties, they were prevailed on to accept the invi- 
tation. 

It being foon rumoured about the city that 
Lot had ftrangers with him, great numbers of 
the vile inhabitants aflembled together, and, fur- 
rounding the houfe, commanded him, in a pe-~ 
remptory manner, to deliver them up. Lot 
thought at firft to appeafe them by mild and 
foft words; and therefore, ftepping out of the 
houfe, and fhutting the door after him, he beg- 
ged of them not to offer any infult to his guefts, 
who had committed themfelves to his care and 
protection. This not having the defired effect, 
in order to appeafe their rage, and, if poffible, 
to preferve the laws of hofpitality inviolate, he 
offered to give up his two virgin daughters to 
their difcretion. But fo abandoned were thefe 
wretches to wickednefs, and fo deaf to every re- 
monftrance, that they even refufed this offer, 
and threatened Lot with very fevere treatment, 
if he did not immediately comply with their re- 
gueft. ' 

Finding Lot was refolute, and totally difre- 
garded their threats, they determined to effect 
that by force which they they could not obtain 
by any other means. Accordingly, preffing for- 
ward, they attempted to break open the door; 
but the divine meffengers prevented their de- 
fign. By an exertion of supernatural power, 
they forced their way out of the houfe, took in 
their hoft, and then, fhutting the door, ftruck 
the rioters with a temporary blindnefs; fo that 
not being able to find the houfe, they were 
obliged to defift from their diabolical inten- 
ions. 

All things being now quiet, the two angels 
acquainted Lot with the purport of their em- 
baffy. They told him they were come to exe- 
cute the divine vengeance, on that execrable 
place and its neighbourhood ; and therefore, if 
he had any friends for whofe fafety he was con~ 





§ Iris to be obferved that the pillar ef falt into which it 
is faid the wife of Lot (who was probably ftruck fuddenly 
dead) was turned, was not of the common, but arctallic 
kind, which, according to the teftimony of feveral eminent 


writers, washewn out of the rocks like marble, and raifed. 


to perpetuate this fingular circumftance. The expreflion, 
therefore, Aillar of fait mult not be coafidered fiterally, but 


+ 
“ 
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cerned, to acquaint them ‘of. their danger, that 
thereby they oaiglic efcape ‘the. general. deftruct 
HORe Se Ee cea et ann ing 

In the city were two yokng men, wiio: had 
been betrothed to Lot’s daughters, to whom.-ht 
immediately repaired, and informed them of the 
approaching -event,- at the fame time advifing 
them, for their fafety, t6 leave the place, and 
go wich him ; ‘but, inftead of liftening to his ad4 
vice, : they totally defpifed it, and-profanely ri- 
diculed the idea of the threatned deffrudtion. _. 

In the morning, foon after day-light, one-of 
the angels, obferving Lot not to prepare for his 
departure with that expedition he knew to_be 
neceffary, rather chaftifed him for his conduét. 
The caufe of his delay certainly arofe from 
hopes that the dreadful fentence againft thofe 
wretched people might be reverfed; but his 
hopes were in vain, for, inftead of ten righteous 
perfons, that Abraham had capitulated for, no 
more than four, and all thofe of Lot’s family 
(hirnfelf included) were appointed to efcape the 
dreadful judgment. Knowing, therefore, the ne- 
ceffity of immediate departure, the angel took 
Lot, his wife, and his two daughters by the 
hands, and conduéted them out of the city. The 
Divine meffenger told him to make all the expe 
dition poffible, and, to avoid the common ruin, 
purfue his courfe to the neighbouring mountains. 

Lot, obferving the mountains to which he was 
directed were at a confiderable diftance, began 
to defpair of reaching them in proper time, and 
therefore entreated the angel that he might be 
permitted to efcape to a {mall city, not far from 
Sodom, then called Bela, but afterwards Zoar. 
‘This requeft was granted, and that city, on their 
account, efcaped the general deftruétion. Before 
the angel left them, he urged them to make all 
poffible hafte, as the Divine commiffion could 
not be put in execution till they were fafely ar- 
rived at the place of their deftination. He like» 
wife enjoined them not, upon any account what- 
ever, to look behind them, but to keep their 
eyes fixed on the place allotted for their refuge. 

Having faid this the angel departed, and Lot 
with his family, purfued their journey towards 
Zoar. After travelling fome way, Lot’s wife, 
either from. forgetfulnefs of the prohibition, or 
out of refpect to the place of her habitation, in- 
difcreetly looked back. This mifconduSt: was 
attended with the moft fatal confequences: fhe 
was immediately turned into a pillar of falt 4, 
and became a ftanding monument of the ven- 


_geance.of the Almighty on difobedient and ob- 


ftinate offenders. 

Lot and his daughters, ftri@ly obferving the 
Divine injuction, haftened towards Zoar, whithet 
they had no fooner arrived, than the vengeance 
of the Almighty began to appear in all its hor- 
rors. The angry heavens poured down fhowers 
of liquid fire { on Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 
other. wicked cities of the plain ; and in a fhort 

: . " thane 





metaphorically, in the {amé triariher as a firm and fure cove- 
nant is called, a covenant.of fals. “Numb. xviii. 19.- 

t} The ttorm of thunder and lightning, or of liquid fire, 
which deftroyed thefe cities, is fuppofed ‘to have been. at- 
tended with a.dreadfal earthquake, becaufe the adjacent 
country was afterwards turned into the lake, now called the 
Salt or Dead Sea. nee ee 
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time the whole ‘was reduced to 2 ftate of irre- 
parabie deftruction . ’ 

When Lot beheld the dreadful calamity that 
had befallen the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
he began to think himfelf not fafe in Zoar; he 
therefore withdrew to the mountains to which 
he was firft direéted, and, for want of a proper 
habitation, lived, for fome time, with his daugh- 
ters, in a cave. The two youg women ina- 
gined themfelves and father were the only rem- 
nants of the human fpecies, and fancied any 
means that could be adapted to preferve the race 
of mankind were jutftifiable. Excufing their con- 
du&t by’ fuch ideas, they concerted a plan for 
feducing their innocent father, and through him 
to have iffue, that might (as they thought) re- 
plenifh the earth. But as they knew, from his 
virtuous difpofition, that fo long as he retaine 
his. reafon they could not effect their purpoites, 
théy refolved to diveft him of that fentacion ; 
and, accordingly, under pretence of its being 
ferviceable, fupplied him with fuch a quantity of 
wine, that he became intoxicated, and, confe- 
quently, infenfible of the tranfaétion that fol- 
lowed. 

Being thus circumftanced, the oldeft daugh- 
ter, who was moft forward in promoting the de- 
fign, went firlt to bed to him, and, from his 
great infenfibility, the unjuftifiable act was com- 
mitted without his knowledge. The fame arti- 
fice being repeated the following night, the 
youngeft daughter fupplied the place of the 
‘eldeft, and the fame confequence enfued. Each 
of thefe females had a fon from this illegal com- 
merce; the offspring of the elder was called 
Moab, and that of the younger Ammon; and 
from theie defcencled the Moabites and Am- 
monites, who, in after-times, were bitter ene- 
mies to the houfe of Hrael. 

As facred hiftory is filent, after this circum- 
ftance, concerning Lot and his daughters, we 
now proceed to confider the peculiar difpenfa- 
tion of Providence with refpeé to his faithful 
fervant Abraham. 

At the time of the deftruétion of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, the pious patriarch refided at Mamre ; 
but as foon as he beheld that fatal cataftrophe, 
ftruck with a proper fenfe of the Divine ven- 
geance, and the great power he had over his 
creatures, he removed from thence to the fouth- 
ward, and took up his refidence in Gerar *, one 
of she principal cities in Paleftine. 

On his firft entering this place, he had recourfe 
to the fame policy he had before praétifed when 
in Egypt, and an agreement was made between 
him and his wife that they fhould pafs for bro- 
ther and fifter. Abimelech +, the king of Ge- 
rar, fuppofing this to be their real affinity, and 
being captivated with the perfon of Sarah, who, 
though far advanced in years, pofféffed fome 
diftinguifhed charms, ordered her tobe brought 
to his palace, with an intent of making her his 
concubine. But the Almighty warned him in 
a dream from committing the iniquitous at, by 

* The city of Gerar was fituated 


where the fouth and weft fides of 


country to which it gave name extended fiderable’ k 
fnto Arabia Petrza. e Sater tee ee 


+ The kings of G 
3 


not far from the angle 
Paleftine met; and the 


erar were generally called by the title 
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affuring him, that if: ge took to his bed a wo- 
man, whofe hufbanhd wis a propher, his conduct 
fhould be punifhed with immediate death. 

In confequence of this Abimelech fent for 
Abraham, whom he feverely reprimanded for 
having endeavoured to impofe on him, by cal- 
ling her his fifter whom he knew to be his wife. 
In excufe for the fiction Abraham alledged he 
did it for his own fafety, being apprehentive that 
had it been known fhe was his wife, he might, 
in order to poffefs her, have robbed him of his 
exiftence. He farther faid, that the report he 
had given of her being his fifter was not, in 
fact, a falfity, for though fhe was not born of 
the fame woman, yet fhe was begot by the fame 
man. 

This apology pacified the king, who not only 
reftored Abraham his wife, but alfo gave him 
many valuable prefents, with full permiffion to 
fettle himfelf in any part of his dominions. 

The Almighty had not only threatened the 
king with death fhould he violate the chaitity of 
Sarah, but alfo afflicted him and all the women 
belonging to him with a kind of impotence. 
Abraham, therefore, in return for Abimelech’s 
civility, prayed to God to remove thefe imper- 
feétions, which he being pleafed to grant, the 
king’s difability left him, and the queen, with 
the reft of the women belonging to him, were 
reftored to their natural fertility. 

Soon after this the Divine promife (made by 
the Almighty to Abraham) was fulfilled. The 
time appointed was now elapfed, and Sarah 
brought forth a fon, whom Abraham, agrecable 
to the facred injunction, called Ifaac $3; and on 
the eighth day he was circuinciled. 

Sarah having long confidered Ifhmael as the 
prefumptive heir of her family, had reared and 
continued to treat him with the moft affectionate 
tendernefs. But on the birth of Ifaac fhe be- 
came apprehenfive with refpect to his inheritance, 
imagining, that in cafe of Abraham’s death, Ifh- 
mael’s fuperiority of years would give him every 
advantage over her own fon. Stimulated by 
fuch fears, fhe refolyed to get rid of Ifhmael, 
and it was not long before an opportunity offered 
for accomplifhing her defign. 

Though Sarah was far advanced in life (being 
now upwards of ninety years old) yet, by the 
Divine power, nature was compleatly perfect. 
She was bountifully fupplied with food for her 
infant fon, whom fhe juckled herfelf, and at the 
ufual time weaned him. On this joyful occafion 
Abraham made a great feaft, in the height of 
which Sarah obferved that Ifhmael treated her 
fon with derifion and contempt. Enraged at 
this circumftance, as foon as the guefts were 
gone, fhe communicated the particulars to her 
hufband, and importuned him to turn both Ifh- 
mael and his mother from their habitation, inti- 
mating, that the fon of a bond-woman had no 
title to that heirfhip which folely belonged to her 
fon Ifaac. 

The 





of Abimelech, in’ the fame manner as thofe of Egypt were 
called by that of Pharaoh. 

t The word J/aac implies /aughter, and alludes to the 
Smile of difoelief which appeared in Sarah’s countenance when 
‘the angel informed her that fhe fhould become pregnant. 
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The good old patriarch now found himfelf in 
a very intricate fituation. He loved Ifhmael, 
and was loth to part with him. Not knowing, 
therefore, in what manner to proceed on fo try- 
ing an occafion, he applied himfelf to God, who 
was pleafed to confirm what Sarah had requefted. 
At the fame time the Almighty promifed Abra- 
ham that he would make Ifhmael (becaufe he 
was his fon) a populous nation, though his por- 
tion and inheritance was not to be in that land 
which was all along defigned for the defcendants 
of Ifaac. 

Thus was it determined, by the Divine ap- 
pointment, that [Jagar fhould once more be- 
come a wanderer; nor could the fondneis of 
Abraham for his fon Ifhmael prevent her fate: 
it was the Lord’s command, nor durft the pa- 
triarch refufe to obey. 

Early in the morning, therefore, Abraham, 
calling Hagar to him, told her fhe muft leave 
his houfe, and that her fon muft be the partner 
of her banifhment. Wlagar was of courfe great- 
ly furprized at this fudden command, but find- 
ing her matter abfolute, fhe was obliged to fub- 
mit. That fhe might not be diftreffed for want 
of proper refrefhment, he fupplied her with a 
quantity of provifions, ,together with a large 
bottle of water, having done which he gave her 
a final difmiffion. 

After travelling fome days in the dreary wil- 
dernefs of Beerfheba, her provifions grew fhort, 
and her bottle of water was quite exhauited. It 
unfortunately happened that Ifnmacl was at this 
time in a high fever, and Hagar not being able 
to gct water to quench his thirft, there were 
little hopes of his exifting much longer. Thus 
diftreffed, the knew not what to do, but at length, 
to fhelter her fon, in fome degree from the vio- 
lent heat of the weather, fhe placed him under 
a tree, and retired at fome diftance, that fhe 
night not be a fpectator of the dying pangs of 
her beloved Ifhmael. 

A melancholy fcene now took place : the fee- 
ble tongue of the child begged relief from its 
tender parent, whofe woes were doubled by her 
inability to give it the Jeaft affiftance : his pref- 
fing demands could only be anfwered by a flow 
of tears, and the only profpect before them was, 
defpair and death. But the ears of boundlefs 
mercy are ever open to the cries of diftrefs, and 
the Lord of Omnipotence is ever ready to re- 
heve the indigent. 





§ It muft not be imagined that this wildergefs was quite 
an uninhabited delert ; for there were houfes, and even vil- 
lages scattered about it; but being a mountainous traét, and 
on that account lefs inhabited than other parts of the coun- 
try, it was called a wildernefs, : 

\| The names of thele fons were as fellow: Nabajoth, 
Kedar, Adbeel, Mibfam, Mifhma, Dumah, Maffa, Hadar, 
Tema, Jetur, Naphith, and Kedemah, tavelve princes ac- 
cording to their mations, Gen, xxv. 13, &¢. 

* jt may, perhaps, at firit view, appear ftrange that a 
difpete cf any coniequence fhould have arifen on account of 
a well of water; but it muft be remembered, that in thofe 
hot and drv countrics, a well of water was an ineftimable 
treafure, and the digging it a work of prodigious Jabonr, 
which arofe from the rockinefs of the {gil, and the great 
depth it was neceflary to dig’before they could find a {pring. 

+ Vhe word Beer, in the Hebrew language, fignifies a 
avell, and Sheba, an cath, fo that the Jews called it the 
Well of the Oath; becaufe of the oath that Abraham and 
Abimelech had made at that place. 
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While Hagar was lamenting her direfwl :ficua- 
tion, a Divine agent appeared before her, and, 
for their prefent relief, directed her to a well. of 
water which fhe had not before perceived. Hav- 
ing filled the bottle, fhe gave fome of the water to 
Ifhmael, who was greatly refrefhed with it, and, 
in a few days, fo far recovered from his ilnefs 
as to be able, with his mother, to purfve rheir 
journey. Hagar’s intentions were, at firft, to 
have gone into Egypt, but fhe now altered her 
mind, and fixed her abode in the wildernefs § of 
Paran, where Iflrmael (whofe health and ftrength 
were now greatly increafed) ina fhort time, be- 
came fo expert an archer, that he was able to 
obtain a fufficiency of provifions both for him- 
felf and mother. 

When Ifhmael grew up to the years of matu- 
rity, his mother, who was an Egyptian, married 
him to a woman of her own country. By this 
woman he had twelve fons ||, whofe defcendants 
difperfed themfelves in that part of the country 
fituated between Hfavilah and Shur, that is, in 
feveral parts of Arabia Petra, the weitern part 
whereof, towards Egypt, 1s, in fcripture, called 
Shur; and the eaftern part, towards the Perfian 
Gulph, Havilah.  ~ 

Inthe mean time Abraham continued to refide 
in the land of Paleftine; and as his riches and 
power every day increafed, Abimelech grew jea- 
lous of him, being fearful that he might, foe 
time or other, endeavour to fupplant him in the 
government. Toprevent this, by the advice of 
his general Phicol, he formed a folemn league 
of friendfhip with Abraham, and thereby re- 
moved thote fears which, for fome time, had 
given him great uneafinefs. A difpute had arifen 
between the fervants of Abimelech and thote of 
Abraham, relative to a well, which the latter had 
dug; but after a proper explanation, the matter 
was adjufted to the fatisfaction of all parties, the 
well being declared the property of Abraham*, 

The place where Abimelech and Abraham en- 
tered into this folemn covenant was, from thence- 
forth, called Beerfheba +t. Here Abraham, in- 
tending to end his days, fhould it be the will of 
Providence for him fo to do, planted a grove ¢ 
for a place of worfhip, and in it erected an altar, 
that he might not be any ways deficient in the 
difcharge of his religious duties. 

The Almighty, in his wife Providence, had, 
in divers inftances, and on many occafions §§, put 
Abraham’s faith and obedience to the teft; but 

now 





t Groves are certainly very proper places for retirement, 
the filence and natural gloom which reigns in them difpofing 
the mind to be ferious and contemplative. Hence they were 
chofen by the pious fathers of antiquity, as their temples 
and folemn theatres of devotion. 

§§ The Jews reckon up ten trials of Abraham, of which 
they. confider this asthe moft diftinguifhed. Thefe trials are 
as follow : 

1. God's Command to him to leave his country.” 

2. The Famine, that forced him to go into Egypt, 

3. The king of Egypt taking his wife from him. 

4- His war with the four kings. 

5. His defpair of having Ifaac by Sarah, and, on thaf 

account, taking Hagar. 

6. His Circumcifion in his old age. ; 

7- His wife being taken fram him by Abimelech. : 

8. he expulfion of Hagar when the was with child by 
eae him; ° ‘ 


9. His expulfion of her and Ithmael. And 
19. Ilis intended obtation of his onty fn Ifaac, 


Cuap. V. 
now he refolved to try him in the tendereft point, 
in which every ie of parental affection bound 
him, ‘and to give up which required a degree of 
refignation uncommon to the bef of men. He 
is required, by his God, to facrifice his fon — to 
embruce his hands in the blood of his darling off- 
{pring. i 

Ifhmael was now no more to him; he had 


parted with him at the divine command, and had ¢ 


transfered his affections folely on Ifaacs and this 
fon, this only fon, who had been given him by 
Divine promife, and in whom all his future ex- 
peétations of happinefs centered, mutt fall a 
victim by the unalterable decree of heaven. 
Hard tafk to flefh and blood! Severe trial to 
human nature! But if the fiefh fhuddered, the 
{pirit was abfolute : God commands |j---the pa- 
triarch obeys. : 

Early, therefore, the next morning Abraham 


arofe, and, without taking any notice to his fa~ | 


mily, prepared himfelf for the appointed bufi- 
nefs. He fat out, accompanied only by his fon 
Ifaac, and attended by two fervants, who led an 
afs laden with provifions, together with the wood, 
inftruments, and other things neceffary for the 
facrifice. After travelling three days he came 
within fight of the {pot God had appointed for 
the dreadful fcene, which was a particular moun- 
tain in the land of Moriah*. Here he ordered 
his fervants to ftop with the afs, while he and 
his fon went to a fpot at fome diflance to perform 
their religious duties. 

Abraham having laden his fon with the wood 
and other materials for a burnt offering, they 
proceeded on their journey. The harmlefs Iaac, 
ignorant of the defign of his pious and affec- 
tionate parent, went chearfully on. with him, 
and the good old patriarch, relying on the faith- 
fulnefs of the Divine promife, overcame the 
ftrugglings of a natural affection, which might 
have retarded his compliance with. the will of 
God, and proceeded with a refolution worthy the 
father of the faithful. . 


As they approached near the appointed place | 


for executing the awful injunction, Iaac, recol- 
le@ting that a proper victim (the moft effential 
requifite for the facrifice) was wanting, inno- 
cently afked his father, where was the lamb for 


the burnt offering? Such a queftion, at fuch a 





| A material obje€tion has been ftated by fome relative 
to this circumftance, which it will be neceffary. to remove ; 
namely, how Abraham could be fatisfied that this command 
was from God, when it appears inconfiftent with the very 


nature of God, and fubverfive of morality. Now it muft | 


be granted, that Abraham was perfectly well acquainted 
with the manner of God’s appearing to him, and communi- 
cating his will. It was in obedience to the command of 
God, thus fignified to him, that he had left his own country 


and kindred, and retired into a ftrange land. He was alfo_ 


informed by the fame way of extraordinary revelation, that 
he fhould have a fon by Sarah his wife, thowgh he was an 
hundred years old, and fhe ninety, and had been barren all 
her days; fo that Abraham could be no ftranger to revela- 
tions of this kind, and confequently murft know that they 
came from God. And being convinced of this, he mult 
alfo be fully fatisfied, thata Being of infinite wifdom ‘and 
goodnefs could give no command, that would ultimately 
terminate in ‘calamity upon innocence and obedience; and, 
therefore, when a command of an intricate and myfterious 
nature was given him, what had he to do but to obey? He 
well knew that this very fon, whom God demanded, was 


given him in an extraordinary manner 3 and why paM he’ 
e 


alfo 


not be taken away. in a manner as Sey, ? 
d’s difpofal, 


knew, that both himfelf and his fon were at G 
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time, was enough to have ftartled any heart lefs 
firm than Abraham’s; but, fixed in the refolu- 
tion to obey the divine command, he cooly re- 
plied, My fox, God will provide one bimfelf. 

Being now arrived at the fpot which the Al- 
mighty had directed, the firft thing Abraham 
did was to erect an altar; after which, having 
prepared the inftruments, and laid the wood in 
-order, he embraced his fon, and then bound 
him +. : Here the facred hiftorian, like a great 
painter, hath drawn a veil over the forrow of 
Abraham, and the refignation of Haac, that the 
imagination of the reader might paint to him 
more forcibly the ftruggles of the parent, and 
the agonies of the fon, than words can poffibly 
expres. 

Every preparation being now made, Abraham, 
taking up the knife, ftretched forth his hand to 
give the finifhing ftroke to the life of his fon ; 
when, behold! God is fatisfied with the faith 
and obedience of the father, and the piety and 
refignation of the fon. The voice of a heavenly 
meffenger is fuddenly heard, faying unto Abra- 
ham, Lay not thy band upon the lad, neither do tho 
any thing unto him. ‘The uplifted arm was now 
with-held, and the fatal blow happily averted. 
The Divine found intimated, that the Almighty 
neither delighted in human facrifices, nor withed 
to make a father the murderer of a fon whom he 
had beftowed on him as a peculiar favour; but 
that the command had been given to try if his 
obedience to God exceeded his feelings as a many 
and if his natural affections could fubmit to his 
religious duties. 

When the Divine voice ceafed, the pious pa- 
triarch, turning his eyes from the dear, though 
intended victim, beheld a ram faftened by his 
horns in a thicket. Convinced in his mind that 
this was the gracious fubftitute of Providence, 
he: immediately flew to it with raptures, and 
having flain it with that knife which was inten- 
ded for the deftruction of his fon, brought it to 
the altar and. prefented it (inftead of the before 
deftined Ifaac) as a burnt-offering, to his great 
and benevolent benefactor. 

. This infallible token. of Abraham’s obedience 
was fo fatisfactory to the Almighty, that he was 
pleafed to renew his gracious promife to him 

with 





who was fupreme Lord of both, and who, as he had a right 
to demand [faac’s life, had likewife a right to chufe his in-_ 
ftrament. And when he was taken away, he ftill knew that 
God could again reftore him in a manner more extraordina- 

ry; whence St. Paul’s reflection is a lively comment on the 

prineiples of Abraham’s obedience on this occation. By 

faith Abraham offered up Tfaac ; (that is, intentionally) aec- 

counting that God was able to raife him up even from the dead.’ 
| Heb. Ixi. 17, &c. 

* The word Moriah fignifies God manifejied, and was fo 
called from God’s appearing there to Abraham. Jt was on 
this very mountain that the temple of Solomon was built (fee 
2 Chron. chap. iii. 1.) and on one part of it, namely, 
Mount Calvary, Our Bleffed Saviour ifered himfelf a facii- 
fice to atone for the fins of mankind; which facrifice was 
prefigured by this intentional offering of Ifaac. 

+ Itis reafonable to fuppofe that Abraham had now ac- 
quainted his fon with the will of God, and perfuaded him 
to fubmit to’ it willingly. Ifaac .was at this time a very 
ftout lad, and confequently had fufficient ftrenpth to have 


evident ‘that he fubmitted voluntarily to his fate—a ftrong 
and exact type of Our Bleffed Redeemer, who weluntarisy 
laid down his life for the fins of mankind. 

i ; 


refifted the feeble efforts of his aged father. ‘ Iris, therefore, , 
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with enlarged abundance; and even to confirm’ 


the fame by a folemn oath. By mvfelf have I 
fworn, for becaufe thou baft done this thing, and 
baft not with-beld thy fon, thine only fon, from me. 

Having thus complied with the will of God, 
and received a moft convincing teftimony of the 
Divine approbation, Abraham and Ifaac returned 
to the fervants, and they all went jeyfully to- 
gether to Beerfheba, at that time the place of 
Abraham’s refidence. In memory of this fingu- 
jar tranfaction, the pious patriarch called the 
place where it happened, Yehovah-yirah, in al- 
jufion to the anfwer he gave to his fon’s queftion, 
God will provide bimfelf a lamb. 

When Abraham returned home, he received 
the agreeable intelligence of the increafe of his 
family, namely, that Milcah, his brother Na- 
hor’s wife, had brought him a numerous iffue f. 
But the joy he received on this account was foon 
damped, by a circumftance which happened in 
his own family, namely, the lofs of his wife Sa- 
rah, who died at Kirjatharba (afterwards called 
Hebron) in the 127th year of her age. 

At the time of Sarah’s death, Abraham was 
at Beerfheba; but he no fooner heard of the 
melancholy event, than he immediately repaired 
to Hebron, in order to perform the lat offices 
due to his departed wife. As he was a ftranger 
in the country, and had no land there of his own, 
he could not give her honourable interment, 
without firft obtaining the content of the people §. 
He therefore addreffed himfelf to a general af- 
fembly of the principal inhabitants, intreating 
them to allow him the liberty of burying his wife 
in their country. This requett being readily 
granted, Abraham bowed to the affembly in ac- 
knowledgment for the favour; after which he 
told them he fhould be glad to purchafe a piece 
of ground as a fepulchre for himtelf and family, 
and begged of them to entreat Ephron, the prince 
of the country, to fell him the cave of Mach- 
pelah. 

This requeft being likewife granted, and ap- 
plication made to Ephron, he generoufly offered 
the patriarch’ not only the cave, but alfo the 
whole field in which it ftood, as a burying~place. 
Abraham acknowledged the bounty of the offer; 
but as he had ever aéted on a principal of ftrict 
juftice, he defired the prince to fix a price on 
the field ; and that, on fuch condition, he would 
take poffeMfion of it for the purpofes intended. 

The prince, finding the patriarch refolute, 
afked four hundred fhekels || (a fur greatly be- 
neath its real value.) The purchafe was made 
before all the people of Hebron, and the field, 
together with the cave, were formally affigned 
over to Abraham, and his heirs for ever. 


This matter being adjufted, Abraham, after | 


the ufual ceremonies of mourning were over, 
buried his wife in the cave he had then pur- 





y The names of the children of Nahor, by Milcah, were 
as follow: Huz, Buz, Kemuel, Chefhed, Hazo, Pildath, 
Jidlaph, and Bethuel. “lhe lait of thefe begat Rebecca, 
who was afterwards the wife of Haac. 

§ The prone who poffefled this country were called Hit- 
tites, being the defcendants of Heth, the fon of Canaan, 
ant grandfon of Ham. 

The fam here mentioned amounted to near 471. and 
was given in weight. <At this time there was no coin, nor, 
indeed, for many years after, till convenience taught men to 
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.chafed, and in which his own remains were af- 


terwards depofited. 

Abraham, being now far advanced in years, 
and apprehending he had not much fonger to 
live, was defirous of feeing his own fon Ifaac 
‘married, and fettled in the world, before his de- 
parture out of this tranfitory life. He therefore 
called to him his houfhold fteward, an old and 
trufty fervant, to whom he related his intention 
of marrying his fon; and obtained from him an 
oath *, that (in cafe he died firft) he fthould 
procure a wife for him among his own kindred, 
and not from the daughters of the Canaanites. 
Having obtained this folemn oath, Abraham 
told his fervant to go into Mefopotamia, which 
was the place of his nativity, and there chufe a 
wife, out of his own kindred, for his fon Ifaac. 
On receiving thefe orders, the fervant afked him 
this queftion: <«* If, fays he, the woman refufe 
to follow me into the Land of Canaan, muft f 
return, and fetch thy fon to her?” The patri- 
arch immediately anfwered in the negative, as no 
confideration could prevail on him to fuffer his 
fon to return to a land, which he himfelf had 
left, on account of the inhumanity and idolatry 
of its inhabitants. To encourage the fervant in 
the profecution of his intended expedition, Abra~ 
ham affured him, that a heavenly meffenger 
would conduct him to the place from whence he 
fhould bring a wife unto his fon ; and that if the 
woman pitched on fhould refufe to follow him, 
he fhould be freed from the oath he had taken, 
and be confidered as having properly difcharged 
the bufinefs with which he was entrufted. 

Thefe matters being fettled, Ehezar, (for that 
was the name of this trufty fervant) fet out on’ 
his embaffy, attended by a number of fervants 
and camels, agreeable to the importance of his 
bufinefs, and the dignity of the perfon by whom 
he was employed. 

After undergoing great fatigue both from 


- the badnefs of the roads, and the want of wa- 
.ter, this trufty fervant, with his attendants, 


reached Mefopotamia, and repaired to Haran-f, "— 


a city belonging to his matter’s brother Na- 


hor. When he had arrived near the entrance 
of the city, he ftopped at the public well 
(whither it was cuftomary for the young women 


| of the place to come every morning and even- 


ing for water) in order to refrefh the camels. 
Having been properly inftructed by his ma- 
fter in the fear of God, and being fenfible of the 
importance of the bufinefs, as well as fearful of 
executing it to his mafter’s fatisfa@ion, he made 
a mental prayer to God, befeeching him to di- 
rect him, by acertain fign, to a proper object of 
choice for his young maiter. He had no fooner 
folicited this divine affiftance, than his requeit 
was immediately complied with, and the fign 
given was, that fhe who, at his defire, permitted 
him 





give money a public amp, in order to denote its value. 

* ‘The common method of taking an oath among the He- 
brews, .and all the oriental nations, at this time was, for 
the perfon who fwore to put his hand under the thigh of the 
pera -to whom he {wore ; and the fame cuitom is {till pre-. 
ferved in fome parts of the Ealt Indies. a 

+ The city of Haran or Charran, was fituated between: 
the Euphrates and the river Chabar, at forne diftance from 
the fpot where the two sivers form a sonjunction. 
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him to drink of her water would -be the per- {| of the nature of his embaffy, the great fuccers 
fon appointed by God for the wife of his fervant || that had attended him in his journey, and th” 
Afaac. a eer o ‘fortunate incident of his meeting Rebecca with 
out the city. He hikewife gave them an ampl¢ 
‘account of the ftate of his mafter’s family; of 
the wealth and profperity wherewith God had 
bleffed him: of the fon and heir which he had 
‘given him in his old age; and of the large ex- 
pectancies which this heir had, not- only from 
the prerogative of his birth, but from the do 
nation and entail of all his father’s: poffeffions. 
Having thus minutely related every particular 
relative to his embafly, he demanded an imme- 
diate anfwer, faying, till that was obtained, he 
could not, with any fatisfa€tion, take the leaft 
refrefhment. 
From the very fingular circumftances that had 
| 


Soon after this, Rebecca, the’ daughter of Be- 
‘thuel, came to the well, with her pitcher, for 
water; after fhe had filled it, the fervant (having 
taken notice that fhe was exceeding beautiful) 
accofted her in a very humble manner, begging 
that fhe would give him a draught of the water, 
‘he being exceeding thirfty. Rebecca readily 
-confented, and not only gave him to drink, but 
alfo went feveral times to the well ‘to fetch wa- 
ter for the refrefhment of his camels. ; 

This propitious occurrence highly delighted 
Abraham’s fervant, who, after paying fome ge- 
neral compliments to her beauty and benevo- 
lence, made enquiry concerning her family and I : ‘ tar 
relations, To which the lovely virgin replied, || occurred in the courfe of Eliezar’s journey, La- 
that fhe was the daughter of Bethuel, the fon of |; ban and Bethuel {were of opinion, that Divine 
Nahor, and kinfwoman to Abraham. Providence was materially concerned in the 

This intelligence gave frefh fpirits to the faith- || whole affair. Concluding, therefore, that it 
ful meffenger, who was now convinced that God || would be exceeding wrong to refufe Eliezar’s 
approved of the alliance between Rebecca and requett, they readily confented, and told him he 
Iisac. He, therefore, prefented to her a pair |} might take Rebeéca to her intended hufband as 
of gold ear-rings, and fome other female orna- || foon as he thought proper. 
ments, requefting her to accept them as a token This bufinefs being fettled, the trufty fervant 
of his efteem for her virtues, and a grateful re- || prefented Rebecca with jewels of filver and gold, 
turn for her diftinguifhed condefcenfion. As it || and fine raiment, which he had brought with 
grew late, and he had valuable property about || him for the purpofe. 
him, he entreated permiffion, for that night, to He likewife gave fome confiderable prefents § 
refide at the houte of her relations. Rebecca, |} to her mother and the reft of the family; and 
in a moft engaging manner, permitted him this || the remainder of the evening was dedicated to 
convenience, but begged that fhe might pre- |} mirth and feftivity. | oe 
vioufly apprize the family of fo unexpected a vi- _ Early in the morning, Eliezar being impa- 
fitor. Accordingly, having accepted the pre- || tient to acquaint his mafter with the fuccefs of 
fents, fhe immediately haftened home, leaving || his embaffy, defired to be difiniffed. This re- 
Eliezar full of contemplation and acknowledg- |} queft greatly furprized the family, who, influ- 
‘ments to the Divine favour for the happy inci- |} enced by natural affection, defired that Rebecca 
dent. might be permitted to tarry with them a few 

As foon as Rebecca entered the houfe, her |{ days, to take, perhaps, a laft farewell. Bur the 
brother Laban obferving the bracelets on’ her || diligent and faithful {teward would admit of no 
arms, afked her by what means fhe had obtained |} delay; upon which the matter being referred to 
fuch coftly ornaments? Rebecca acquainted him || Rebecca herfelf, fhe agreed to go with him 
with every particular that had happened from || whenever he thought proper. Accordingly, the 
her going out till her return; upon which La- || neceffary preparations being made, and the bri- 
ban immediately went to the well, where finding || dal bleffing | beftowed, fhe took her leave, at- 
Eliezar and his ‘attendants, he brought them |} tended by. her.nurfe (whofe name was Deborah) 
home with him, and ordered proper provifion to |} and other fervants appointed on the occafion. 
be made both for him and his retinue. When Eliezar came within fome diftance of 

As foon as Eliezar had paid the neceffary com- || his mafter’s houfe, it happened that Ifaac was 
pliments to Rebecca’s family, he informed thern |{ then walking in the fields, meditating * on 

the 
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t This Bethucl could not be the father of Rebecca, be- 
caufe, had that been the cafe, it would have been improper 
to ‘have had Laban either named before him, or to.have given , 
anfwer to Abraham’s meffenger when his father was. by; 
gnd, therefore, fince Jofephus makes the damfel tell. Elie- 
war that her father had been dead ‘long: ago, and that “the | 
was left'to the care of her brother Laban, this Bethuel (who 
is here named after Laban, and never more taken notice of 
during the whole tranfaction) muft have been fome younger , 
brother of the family. er: aa 
§ Dr. Shaw, who refided many years in the eaft, tells us, | 
that, among the Arabians, the perfon who fettles a’ marriage 
contract, firft.adcrns’ the éfponfed perfon with jewels, ‘and 
then. makes prefents: to her relations, atcording to thelr tank. 
He adds, that -on fach occafions, it’ iy: expreBly Ripulatéd 
what ‘fum ‘of money the hufband thaH fettle: onthe ‘wife 3 
what jewels the thall wear; show many fuit8 of rhimetit the 
thall have; and, Jaftly, how. many ‘flaves fhall’\be allowed 
fo attend her, ihe sen eat es an oe @ 
{| The words in the text ran thus: 4nd- they: bleffed Re- 
becca, and faid unto ber, Thou art our fifter, be thou the mo- 


ther of thoufands of millions, and let thy feed poffe/s the gate 
of thefe that hate a They, that i een bretien, 
and all the reit of the family and kindred, by way of tender 
adieu, prayed to God to blefs her with a aumerous and glori- 
. ous pofterity, which was the greateft blefling they could with. 
Mr. Selden obferves, that he Jews ufed this, even before 
the law, as 4 form of. folemn benediction, when the fpoufe 
was taken home to her hufband. Be thon rhe mother, &c. 
that is, Be fruitful in children, and may thofe children be 
profperous and honourable. , 
' * The attitude in which the facred writer draws Haac, 
walking out to ‘meditate, is exceedihg beautiful. It has 
. been obferved, that a good man, . in ‘his. evening walk, 
makes a diftinguifhed figure in the eyes of fuperior beings. 
And the example is worthy of imitation ; for though it ts 
not good for a man-to be too much alone, yet neither is it 
fit that he fhould be always in company: he onght fometimes 
to ftep afide. from the bale fcences of life, and retire within 
himfelf. Such folhitude, to ufe the words of Milton, is often 
bef foctety, and fort satirement urges fuseet return. 


H 
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‘the beauties of nature, and the beneficence of 
that Being who formed the creation. Seeing at 
a diftance his fervants and camels on the road, 
he haftened to meet them, anxious to know the 
refult of Eliezar’s embaffy. As he approached 
near, Rebecca afked who he was, and being in- 
formed, fhe immediately alighted from her ca- 
mel, threw a veil + over her face, and waited to 
receive the firlt compliments of her intended 
hufband. 

When Ifaac came up to Rebecca, he addreffed 
-her with great refpect, and immediately con- 
ducted her to his mother’s tent, which had been 
previoufly fitted up for her reception, and de- 
figned for her future habitation. A few days 
after they were joined in wedlock, and Ifaac 
grew fo fond of her, that his mind was greatly 
relieved from that perturbation with which, for 
three years, it had been loaded, for the lofs of 
his affectionate mother. Such was the pious re- 
gard children had for their parents in thofe days ; 
and fuch was the amiable example fet by [aac 
for all who fhould follow! 

Some time after Lfaac’s marriage, his father, 
though far advanced in life, yet ftill poffeffing 
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great ftrength of canftitution, made an addition 
to his family, by taking another wife, whofe 
name was Keturah, and by whom he had fix 


fons. But, left they should interfere with Ifaac 


in his inheritance of Canaan, as they grew up 
he portioned them off, and fent them towards 
the eaft, where, fettling in Arabia and Syria, 
they became, in time, the rulers of different na- 
tions. 

Thefe are the laft circumftances mentioned 
by the facred hiftorian, relative to the great pa- 
triarch Abraham, who, at length, worn out 
with bodily infirmities, quietly gave up the 
ghoft, in the 175th year of his age f, leaving 
behind him a name famous to all pofterity. He 
was buried by his two fons, Hhmael and Ifaac, 
in the cave of Machpelah, where, about forty © 
years before, he had depofited the remains of his 
beloved Sarah §. 

Ifhmael, the eldeft fon of Abraham, though 
not his heir, lived many years after his father. 
He died at the age of 107, leaving behind him 
twelve fons, who, as had been foretold, became 
princes of different nations. 
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The birth of Efau_ and facob. 
treated by the Phihftines. 
Abimelech. 


Bfau fells his birth~right. 
Returns to Beerfheba, and there enters into a covenant with king 
‘facob, by flratagem, obtains bis father’s bleffing, inftead of Efau. 


P. Vi. 


Lfaac removes to Gerar. Is ill- 


Flees to Ats 


relations at Haran, to avord bis brother, who determines on revenge for having deceived bim. 


‘facob’s vifion and vow. 
Jingular fcheme, becomes exceeding wealthy. 


kindly received by bis brother. 
cafion. facob removes to Bethel. 
Laac. 


HEN Lfaac married Rebecca, he was forty 
years old, and lived with her near twenty 
years before flre had iffue. He had been fo long 
unealy on this account, that he at length prayed 
to God to grant him an heir, who being pleafed 
to liften to his requeft, beftowed that bleffing he 
had fo earneftly wifhed for, and the long barren 
Rebecca now conceived, to the great fatisfaction 
both of herfelf and hufband. 
After Rebecca had been pregnant fome months, 
the ftruggles of the children (for fhe had twins 
within her) gave her fuch pain and uncafineds, 








+ Itwas the cuftom among the women of the eaft to wear 
veils when they went abroad; but this aétion of Rcbecca’s 
feems to have been done in conformity to the cuftom of all 
brides, who covered themfelves with the nuptial veil when 
they were firft introduced to their hufbands, | 

¢ The words in the text are, He died in a good old age; an 
eid man, and full of years. The expreffion full of years is a 
metaphor, and probably taken from an entertainment, 
when the gueits, after having fared Iberally, rife from the 
table fully fatisfied, and thankful for the feaft. The Greek 
and Latin poets have thus applied it; and, afterthem, Mr. 
Pope, in one of his epitaphs, fays, 


From nature’s temperate feaft rofe fatisfied, ; 
Thank’d heav’n that he had liv’d, and that he dy’d.. 
* 


< 


Leaves his uncle, an 
overtaken by Laban, and enters into a covenant with hin, 


| and was married when he was 140. 


Zs entertained by bis uncle Laban, who afterwards deceives him. 
Marries Leah and Rachel, the daughters of Laban. 


Birth of Soles. Facob, by a very 
returns to Canaan, Is 
Wreftles with an angel. Is 


The rape of Dinab, and cruelty of ber brothers on_the oc- 
Ruchel, bis favourite wife, dies in child-bed. Death of 


that fhe began, in a manner, to wifh herfelf not 
with child. Unable to account for the caufe of 
her extreme pains, fhe went to confult the Di- 
vine oracle, and received for anfwer, that the 
two children, which fhe then bore, fhould be 
the heads of. two different nations, and that they 
would long conteft for fuperiority; but that, in 
procefs of time, the glori¢s acquired by the edder 
would be eclipfed by the more refplendent 

tranfactions of the younger ||. 
When the time of Rebecca’s delivery arrived, 
the child that firft entered the world was covered 
al] 





§ Thedeath of Abraham is here mentioned by the facred 
hiftorian fomewhat out of time, Jacob and Efau, the two. 
fons of Ifaac, being born fifteen years before the death of 
their grandfather: but this was probably done by Mofes in 
order to finifh the life of the patriarch without interruption. 
Ifaac ‘was born when his father was an handred years old, 
It was twenty years 
after before his wife bare humany children. Abraham died 
at the age of 175; fo that itis clearly evident he lived ff£- 
teen years after the births of Efau and Jacob. ye 

ij The words in shatext are, Teve nations are in thy wonthy 
and twa manner of people foail be feparated from thy boruels o 
and the one prople fhall be Rronger than the other people ;. and 
the elder foall ferve the younger. \n this prophecy there are 
{everai things worthy of ‘particular notice. Firit, a ae 
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all over with red hair *, for which reafon his pa-~ 
rents called him Efau; and the other came fo 
clofe after him, that he took held of his heel 
with his hand, and‘was therefore called Jacob, 
to denote (what he afterwards proved) the fup- 
planter of his brother. 

As thefe two children grew up, they became 
very different in their tempers, and when they 
arrived at the age of maturity, followed diffe~ 
rent employments. Efau, the elder, being ftrong 
and active, delighted in the chace, and thereby 
frequently fupplying his father with venifon, ob- 
tained his particular affection ; while Jacob, who 
was of a more courteous difpofition, by ftaying 
at home in the tent, and employing himfelf in 
family offices, became the favourite of his mo- 
ther. 

Efau having one day greatly fatigued himfelf 
with hunting, returned home juft at the time 
his brother Jacob had prepared a mefs of pot- 
tage t+ for his own refrefhment. Efau, being 
almoft fpent with hunger, was fo {truck with the 
looks of the pottage, that he anxioufly begged 
of his brother to let him participate of the re- 
paft. But Jacob (who was probably fo inftructed 
by his mother) refufed to comply with his re- 
queit, unlefs on the following conditions; namely, 
that he would immediately make over to him his 
birth-right. Efau reflecting on the danger to 
which he was daily fubject, from the nature of 
his employment, fet no great value on what Ja- 
cob required ; and the latter, perceiving his dif- 
pofition to comply (that he might have the right 
more firmly conveyed to him) propofed his doing 
it by way of oath. Notwithftanding: the fingu- 
darity of the requeft, Efau complied with it, and 
the bargain being made, he eat very greedily of 
the food prepared by his brother. ‘Thus did the 
unthinking Efau difpofe of his birth-right, with 
all the privileges { belonging to it, for fo fimple 
a thing as a mefs of pottage. 





children of Efau and Jacob fhould grow up into two dif- 
ferent nations. The Jews, in all their various tribes, were 
the defcendants of Jacob, and the Edomites, or Idumeans, 
were the defcendants of Efau; and furely none but an infi- 
nite wife God could forefee and foretel that two children 


yet in che womb of their mother, would multiply into two | 


great nations. Secondly, it is here faid, that the elder 
fhould ferve the younger; and all this happened in the fame 
manner as was foretold. At firft, the family of Efau, or 
Edom, was much the greateft' and the moft numerous ; for 
they had kings long before there were any in Ifrael. David 
was the firft who fubdued them fo as to make them pay tri- 
bute; and in that inftance, the prophecy was literally ful- 


filled. In that ftate of fervitude they continued 150 years, " 


during which time they had no king, but were governed by 
deputies appointed by the kings of Judah. Itis true they 
revolted feveral times, but were again fubdued; till at lait 
they were totally conquered, and all their cities taken by 
Hyrcanus, who obliged them either to become profelytes to 
the Jewith religion, or to leave their native country. 

* This expreffion, according to fome commentators, is 
taken two ways, namely, either that Efau was, at his birth, 
covered with red hair, or that the colour of his {kin was red, 
like a coat of red hair. He wascalled Efau, from the word 
Efchau,; which, in the Hebrew language, fignifies an dair- 
cloth; as Jacob was named from Hekel, the Seel, and figni- . 
fies a fupplanter, or one that taketh hold of, or trippeth up 
another’s heels. . ‘ 

+ This portage wasred, and made of lentils from Egypt, 
= food highly prized at this period. By Efau’s atking his 
brother for it with fo much eagernefs, faying (as exprefled in 
the text) give me rhat red, tome fa poie he knew not what 
1.was s while others conceive that it only expreffes the im- 





. of the family, 


From the Creation, #0 the Deatu of Moses. 3k 


Ifaac, at this time, lived at Beerfheba, but a 
dreadful famine happened in the land. of Ca- 
naan, he refolved (as his father Abraham had 
done on a fimilar occafion) to avoid its confe- 
quences by retiring to Egypt. He accordingly 
proceeded as far as Gerar, a city belonging to 
the Philiftines. But here he was interrupted in 
his intended journey by the interpofition of the 
Almighty, who, in a dream, charged him not 
to go into Egypt, but to tarry in the country 
where he then was; and at the fame time affured 
him, that he would not only fecure hin from the 
danger of the famine, but, in performance of 
the oath which he had {worn to his father Abra- 
ham, would caufe his defcendants (to whom he 
would give the whole land of Canaan in poffef- 
fion) to multiply exceedingly. 

In conformity to the Divine command, Ifaac 
determined to fix his refidence at Gerar, where 
he made ufe of the fame ftratagem his father had 
formerly done in the fame place, and from the 
fame motive. Fearful left the charms of his 
wife Rebecca might attract the particular notice 
of fome of the city, and thereby endanger his 
Own fafety, it was agreed between them, that, 
inftead of his wife, fhe fhouid pafs for his fifter. 
This deception fucceeded for a time, but at 
length was difcovered by Abimelech § the king, 
who, from a window, obferved fuch familiarities 
pafs between them, as convinced him they were 
man and wife. 

In confequence of this difcovery, Abimelech 
fent for Ifaac, whom he accufed of diflimulation, 
telling him, that from the freedom he had ob- 
ferved between him and Rebecca, he was fure 
fhe was his wife; and that the impofition-he had 
endeavoured to lay on the people might have 
been attended with confequences difgraceful to 
himfelf. 

Ifaac, confcious of the juftnefs of the accufa- 
tion, did not attempt to difprove the charge, 

but 
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patience of gratifying his appetite. He was, however, from 
this circumttance, afterwardscalled Edom, which in the He- 
brew language, fignifies red. ; 

.t The rights and privileges at this time attached to pri- 
mogeniture were as follow: 1. Pre-eminence over the reft 
z. A double portion of the paternal inhe- 
ritance. 3. The priefthood. And, 4. ‘The paternal blef- 
fing, the blefling which contained the promife of the feed, 
in which all nations of the earth were to be bleffed ; privi- 
leges not confined to the perfon himfelf, but defcending to 
his polterity. Whatever doubt there may be among fome 
concerning the former privileges, the /ater inconteftably be- 
longed to the birth-right ; and in this view there wants no 
farther proof of the great indifcretion (not to fay profane- 
nefs) of Elau, in thus difpofing of fo valuable a poffeffion 
for fo infignificant a purchafe. 

We muft not pafs over this circumftance, without taking 
fome notice af the conduét of Jacob, who, however Pious in 
other inftances, is certainly, in this particular, not to be juf- 
tified. He ought not to have taken advantage of his brother’s 


. neceffity, and when he found him offering to fell the privileges 


of his birth-right, it was his duty to have diffuaded him from 


‘it. It is, therefore, remarkable, that although God had 
_ determined toconfine his fpiritual covenant to the Ifraelites, 


and to prefer them, in many things, to the Edomites, yet 
Jacob himfelf enjoyed no perfonal advantage, with refpea 
to temporal things, above Efau. 

§ This Abimelech was probably the fon of him with whom 
Abraham had formerly made acovenant. It is reafonable to 
fuppofe that Abimelech was only a title commonly ufed for 


‘the kings of the Philiftines, in the fame manner as Cefar 


was by the Roman Emperors, and Pharaoh for the kings of 
Egypt. ‘ 
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but urged, in vindication of his conduct, that || faithful fervant Abraham. In grateful acknow- 
he did it to preferve that life, which, otherwife, || ledgment of this repeated: initance of the Divine. 
he thought in the moft imminent danger. This |] goodnefs, Ifaacy intending to continue here, 
apology was admitted by Abimelech, who not |} frft buile an altar for religious worfhip, and’ 
only forgave him the offence, but immediately then ordered his fervants to clear out the well 
iffued an ediét, that whoever fhould prefume to which had been formerly dug by his father. 
offer any injury either to him or his wife, fhould Hiaac. had not long returned to Beerfheba, 
be punifhed with death. when Abimelech, touched with a fenfe of the 
Having received thefe tokens of friendfhip || unworthy treatment he had received, both from 
from Abimelech, [aac thought himfelf happy | him and his fubjects, as well as fearing his juft 
under his protection, and, intending to make |] refentment, fhould he become powerful here- 
Gerar his fixed place of refidence, employed || after, thought it moft prudent to avoid future 
himfelf in hufbandry, and the rearing of flocks, trouble, by endeavouring either to renew the. 
for the future fupport of himfelf and family. old league which had been formerly made with 
The great fuccefs that attended his endeavours, || his father Abraham, or to enter into 2 new one. 
by means of his bencficent Creator, foon raifed || Accordingly, taking with him the chief of h's 
the envy and indignation of the Philiftines. In || nobility, together with the captain-general of 
the {pace of one year only, during his refidence || his forces, he went, in great pomp, to Beer- 
at Gerar, fo prolific was the land he towed that, |} fheba, in order to pay honour and refpect to 
to the great aftonifhment of his neighbours, it || Ifaac. At the firft interview Ifaac, to fhew that 
yielded him and an hundred fold. he ftill retained a fenfe of the injuries he had 
This fo irritated the Philiftines, that, in || formerly done him, received his vifit very cooly, 
order to oblige him to leave the country, they |{ and, with apparent furprize, afked, how he came 
filled up the wells which had been formerly || to offer refpeét to a perion, for whom, by his 
dug by his father’s fervants; and Abimelech || conduct and behaviour, he had long difcovered 
himfelf, to fatisfy the refentment of the peo- || an utter averfion? Abimelech, confcious of 
ple, ordered him to quit Gerar, telling him, || his error, made the beft excufe the nature of 
that as he had, fufficiently improved his fortune the cafe would admit. He told him he had 
under his protection, he might now give the || long been convinced, that the Divine favour at- 
like opportunity to others, by leaving the place, tended him in all his undertakings, and that 
and retiring to a more diftant part of the coun- he might not be thought to oppofe God, he was 
try. come to renew the covenant between his people 
Finding to what a degree the people were in- || and Abraham’s -pofterity, and was ready to cn- 
cenfed againft him, Haac, to preferve his pro- |} gage in the fame conditions and obligations. 
perty, as well as fecure his perfon, left the place, Tfaac, being naturally of a quiet and eafy 
and retired to the Valley of Gerar, which was || difpofition, readily admitted this apology from 
at fome diftance from the city, and where Abra- || Abimelech, whom, with his attendants, he en- 
ham had formerly fed his cattle. Having fettled tertained with great liberality. The articles for 
himfelf here, he opened the wells (which had |} a treaty of friendfhip were agreed on that fame 
been dug by his father and filled up by the || evening, and the.next morning confirmed by a 
Philiftines) and called them by their antient folemn and mutual oath; after which Abimelech 
names. In the courfe of their labours, Ifaac’s took his leave, and returned home. 
fervants difcovered a new well of fine {pringing Soon after the departure of Abimelech, the 
water; but a difpute arifing between them and || fervants of Ifaac informed him, that, in the welk 
fome neighbouring herdimen, the latter claiming they had been clearing out, and which formerly 
the well as found upon their ground, Hfaac re- belonged to Abraham, they had found a fpring of 
folved to leave the place; and by way of perpe- moft excellent water. This event happening on 
tuating the circumftance called it E/ek, which, |] the fame day that the league of friendfhip had been 
in the Hebrew language, fignifies contentzon. confirmed between Ifaac and Abimelech, he called 
Removing fome way farther Ifaac’s fervants dug it (as his father had done before on a fimilar occa~ 
another well, which being likewife claimed by }] fion) Beerfoeba, the well of the oath, ‘i.e. the well 
the Philiftines, he was obliged to relinquifh it, wherein water was delivered, on the day that 
and therefore called the place Sitnah, which fig- Abimelech and I entered into a treaty of peace, 
nifies enmity. and ‘ratified the fame with the folemnity of an 
Being quite tired out with repeated infults || oath.” 
from the Philiftines, in order to prevent the like A circumftance now occurred, which gave 
in future, he removed to the moft diftant part of |] great uneafinefs both to Ifaac and his wife. Their 
their country. Here he dug another well; and || two fons were arrived at the age of forty, and’ 
not meeting with any oppofition, he called it || Efau had taken two wives from among ‘the. 
Rehoboth, which fignifies exlargement, becaute his Hittites, one of whom was. Judith, the daughter. 
flocks had now room to feed and range the coun- || of Beeri, and the other Bafhemath, the daugh- 
try in fearch of frefh pafturage: for now, faid || ter of Elon, both women of refpectable families 
he, the Lord bath made room for us, and we foall in Canaan. Thefe marriages he had contracted . 
be fruitful in the land. without his parents privity, knowing. that his. 
‘After refiding a fhort time on this fpot Ifaac father had determined not to form any, alliance 
returned to Beerfheba, where, on the very night |} with the idolatrous Canaanites. Rebecca was fo: 
of his arrival, the Almighty was pleafed to ap- incented at Efau’s conduct, that the little affec-" 
pear to him in a vifion, promifing him his A tion fhe before’ had. for him, was now entirely: 
vour and proteétion, and that he would blefg |] alienated; but fuch was the power of.natura] af- 
him, and multiply his feed, for the fake of his feGtion in Ifaac, and fuch his over-fondnefs for 


an 
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an obdurate and perverfe fon, that knowing the 
error paft repair, he made. a virtue of neceflity, 
and forgave what he could not remedy. 

Ifaac, becoming very old *, imperfect in his 
eye-fight, and apprehenfive that his diffolution 
was near at hand, refolved to beftow that pa- 
rental benediétion on his fon Efau, which he had 
long intended. Accordingly, calling him one day 
to his private apartment, he firft related the oc- 
cafion of his fending for him, and then defired 
him to take his hunting inftruments, go into the 
fields, kill fome venifon t, and drefs it to his 
palate, that his fpirits might be refrefhed, and 
his mind properly difpofed, for giving him that 

‘folemn bleffing which fhould crown his future 
profperity. Oo So, oe : 

While Ifaac was relating his intentions to Efau, 
Rebecca had fo planted herfelf as to hear all 
that paffed. She, therefore, determined, if pof- 
fible, to deprive him of the intended blefiing, 
and, by ftratagem, get it conferred on her _fa- 
vourite fon Jacob. As foon, therefore, as Efau 
was well gone, Rebecca, calling her fon Jacob, 
told him what fhe had heard, namely, that his 
father was going to beftow a benediction, which 
was final and irrevocable, on his brother; but 
that, if he would liften to, and follow her di- 
rections, fhe doubted not of getting the honour 
beftowed on him. : , 

Jacob, promifing to pay a ftriét obedience to 
whatever his mother fhould command, fhe or- 
dered him to go immediately to the flock, and 
bring two kids, with which, fhe faid, fhe would 
make favoury meat, fuch as fhould refemble ve- 
nifon, and be agreeable to the palate of his fa- 
ther. Jacob made fome hefitation at complying 
with this injunction, intimating, that if his father 
fhould difcover the deception, inftead of a blef- 
fing, he would pronounce on him a carfe. As 
a farther ground of objection, he obferved, that 
as Efau was remarkably hairy, and he naturally 
fmooth, his father, to fupply the defect of fight, 
might handle. him, ‘in which cafe a difcovery 
muft unavoidably follow. 
bore no weight with Rebecca, who, determined 
to put her defign into execution, told him, what- 
ever bad confequence enfued, fhe would take 
all upon herfelf : Upon me, faid the, be thy. curfe, 
my fon; only obey my voicet. 





* Ifaac was at this time 137 years old, fo that there is no 
wonder he fhould be imperfok in his fight. {t appears that 
he was ftill ignorant of Efau having fold his birth-right; for 
he loved him as his firit-born fon, and defigned to beftow 
on him the bleffing. ; 

+ Venifon was the principal article of food, in thefe ear- 
ly. ages, next to vegetables, and, itis very likely the aged 
patriarch longed for fome. According to all the accounts 
we have of the ‘people in the eaftern countries, they had 
always a feaft prepared before they beftowed their bleffing on 
their firft-horn fons. a : : : 

} From a circum{pect view of Rebecca’s condu& through- 
out the whole of this affair, it appears evident that the had 
been made acquainted with the Divine will concerning the 
channel in which the grand promife was to pafs. ‘She there- 
fore refolved to‘do her part towards preventing the ill effects 
of, Haac’s partial fondnefs for his eldeft fon Efau, who had’ 
already indicated fo unworthy a difpofition. To this end 
the incites her fon Jacob’ (as it appears) to an aét of deceit,’ 
and being confident of the propriety of her condutt, abfolves' 
him from all guilt or blame. The expreffion, Upex me be 
thy curfe, my fon, is as mitch as'to fay, I will warrant thee 
fuccefs ; I am fo fully perfuaded of the rectitude of the pro-. 
ceeding, that I fear no evil from it, but will readily tear it 
all if any happéns. A ftronger proof than this cannot be 
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Jacob, being thus encouraged by his mother 
threw off his diffidence, and going to the fold, 
brought with him, as he was diteéted, ‘two fat 
kids. Rebecca immediately killed thém, and 
taking the choiceft parts; dreffed them in fuch 
manner, by the affiftance of favoury fauce, as to 
make the whole sonaly refemble venifon. Hav+ 
ing thus prepared the food, fhe dreffed Jacob in 
his brother’s beft attire, and covering his hands 
and neck with the fkins of the kids, gave him 
the difh, ordering him immediately to take it 
to his father. 

Jacob, agreeable to his mother’s direétions, 
went with the food to Ifaac’s apartment, which 
he had no fooner entered, than the good old 
man (not being able to diftinguith objects from 
the imperfection of his fight) with furprize 
afked, Who he was? Yo which Jacob replied, 
“< Lam Efau, thy firft-born: Lhave punétually 
obeyed your command ; arife, therefore, and eat 
of my venifon, that thy foul may blefs me.” aac, 
aftonifhed at the hafte with which his defire was 
executed, enquired of him how it happened chat 
he had fo quickly got the venifon? To this he 
an{wered, Becaufe the Lord thy God brought it to 
me. Being, however,. ftill diffident as to his 
perfon, Ifaac ordered him to approach near, that, 
by feeling him, he might be convinced whether 
or not he wag really and verily his fon Efau. ‘Ja- 
cob accordingly went clofe to his aged father, 
who, feeling the hairy fkin on his hands: and 
neck, exclaimed, with great furprize, “ Tbe 
hands are the bands a. Efau, but the voice is the 
voice of Facob.” He then put the queftien to 
him forcibly, faying, Art thou my very fon Efau ? 
To which Jacob, without the leaft hefitation, an- 


_fwered, I am. 


The good old man, being now fatisfied, arofe 
from his couch, eat of his fon’s pretended . veni- 
fon, and drank a cup or two of wine; after 
which he bid him come near that he might be- 
ftow on him the promifed blefling. The fcent 
arifing from Jacob’s garments gave great fatis~ 
faction to Ifaac. ' He finelt, and praifed them : 
The fmell of my fon, {aid he, is-as the fimell of a 
field, which the Lord hath blefed§. We then, in a 
kind of extacy of pleafure, embraced and kiffed 
his pretended firft-born ; and, after withing him 

all 





E given of Rebecca’s full confidence in the propriety of’ her 


proceeding. Indeed, it does not oper that the leaft blame 
1s laid upon Rebecca for her conduct: on the contrary, 
Tfaac himfelf confirms the bleffing which Jacob had, by her 
means, acquired ; from whence we muft neceffarily conclude 
that the aéted upon right motives, and with a full perfuafion 
of the Divine pre-appointment and spprbaton, Many 
particular circumftances, if we were: fully informed of the 
ftate of the family, might poflibly be urged in her behalf ; 
but this alone is fufficient to vindicate her from all blame, 
She had certainly been pre-informed rane fers fhould have 
the pre-eminence, and, therefore, the adled religioufly in 
preventing her hufband from any endeavour to counteract 
the Divine will. Let it, however, be obferved, chat her 
cafe is fo peculiar, that it cannot be drawn into examples 
and (detached from that important and dilcriminating tir- 
cumftance of God’s will revealed to fier) her condué would, 
ungueftionably, be deemed blameable. |” = 
§ It is evident, from mention beisig ‘here made of the 
{mell of Jacob’s garments, that the lé, in the moftear~ — 
ly times, perfumed their cloaths, efpecially when they ap- 
proached a perfon of fuperior rank ; and this cuftom is 
referved in moft parts of Afia. The comiparifon between 
the fmell of the garments and that of the field is very juft; | 
for, in the eaftern countries, where they have a long Cconti« 
I nuance 


34 
all: heavenly and earthly bleffings, 4 at length 
difmified him. 

"A thert time after Jacob had left his father’s tent 
Efau entered it, and,. bringing with him the 
venifon he had been directed to prepare, invited 
his aged parent, in the fame dutiful manner his 
brother had previoufly done, to arife, and eat 
of it. Ifaac, furprized at this addrefs, haftily 
afked, Whe art thou? On being anfwered that it 
was his elder fon Efau, he appeared, for fome 
time, thunderftruck; but at length recovering 
himfelf, he afked, who, and where, that perfon 
was, who had been with him before, and taken 
away the bleffing, which he neither could nor 
would revoke ? 

“When the difappointed Efau heard thefe words 
from his father, he exclaimed, in the bitternefs 
of his foul, Blefs me, even me alfo O my father. 
{aac then told him that his brother Jacob had, 
by ftratagem, obtained that bleffing he had de- 
figned for him; upon which Efau complained of 
his double perfidy, firft, in artfully obtaining 
his birth-right, and then in robbing him of his 
father’s benediction. He wept bitterly for fome 
time, and then pathetically afked his father if 
he had not in referve a bleffing for him, repeat- 
ing the importunate requeft, Blefs me, even me 
alfo, O my father. 

Ifaac, no doubt, was greatly grieved to hear 
the lamentations of Ffau for fo great a lofs; but 
‘what could he do? he had already beftowed the 
choiceft of his bleffings on Jacob, and as they 
-were gone, he could not recall them. At length, 
however, in order to pacify the afflicted Edau, 


he told him, that his pofterity fhould become a } 


great people, and live by dint of the fword ; 
and that though they might became fubjeét to 
the defcendants of Jacob, yet in procefs of time, 
they would fhake off their yoke, and erect a do- 
minion of their own *. 

When Efau came cooly to reflec on the lofs 
he had fuftained by the artifices of his brother, 
he refolved, as foon as a proper opportunity fhould 
offer, to be revenged on him. The refpect he had 
for his father laid a reftraint on the execution of 
of his defign. “As Maac was far advanced in years, 
and exceeding infirm, Efau imagined his exiftence 
was of fhort duration, and therefore determined 
to wait till his father’s death, immediately after 
which he refolved to put a period to the life of his 
brother. — 

Efau, having accidentally dropped fome hints 








nuance of drought, nothing can be more fweet and delight- 
ful ‘than the {cent arifing from a field after a refrefhing 
fhower. . ‘ 

i The prayer, which Jofephus makes Haac offer up to 
God on this occafion, is to the following effect: ‘* Eternal 
«* and Supreme Being! Creator of all things! thou haf 


** already fhowered.dowa innumerable favours on my fami- . 


«¢ ly, and promifed fill greater bleffings in future. Ratify, 
«< O Lord, thofe gracious affurances, and defj ife not the 
«* prayers of infirm age. Proteé this child from all cala- 
*¢ mities, grant him length. of days, peace of mind, and 
«* as much wealth as may appear confiftent With his Ta pi- 
*« nefs here. In.fine, render him, O Lord, the dread of 
*é his eherdies, and the glory of his Family and friends,” 

* The Edomitcs, or idunicans (the defcendants of Efau) 
were, for a confiderable time, much more ‘powerful than 
the Hfrnelites, who were defcended from Jacob, sill, in the 
days of David, they,were entirely conquered. See 2 Sam: 
vill, ¥4. After this they were eoveried deputics, or vice- 
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‘of Jacob evidently appears, indee 


' Boox & 
of his defign, they foon came to the ears of his 
mother, who anxious for the future welfare of her 
favourite Jacob, acquainted him with the horrid 
intentions of his brother.: She told him, that the 
moft prudent method he could take: would be to 
abfent himfelf tili his brother’s anger was, in fome 
degree abated, and that the moft proper place for 
him to fly to was the houfe of his uncle Laban in 
Mefopotamia: that thither he might retire for 4 
time, and as foon as fhe found his brother’s re- 
fentment was affwaged, fhe would not fail to re- 
call him. She faid the thoughts of feparating 
gave her great affliction, though nothing in 
comparifon with the mifery fhe mutt feel, fhould 
fhe, in one day, be rabbed of them both of 
him, by the hands of his brother; and of his bro- 
ther by the hand of juftice.” 

Jacab, who ever liftened to, and obeyed the 
counfel of his mother, was very ready to comply 
with her propofal ; but ac the fame time was un- 
willing to depart without the confent of his father, 
which, in this cafe, he was fearful of obtaining. 
Rebecca foon hit upon a ftratagem to remove 
this feeming difficulty. She immediately repaired 
to Ifaac, to whom fhe complained of the great 
concern under which fhe laboured on account of 
Efau having taken wives from among the daugh- 
ters of the Hittites. She then intimated her fears 
left Jacob fhould follow his example; to prevent 
which the earneftly recommended that he might 
be fent to Mefopotamia, and there choofe a wife 
from among her own kindred. 

Though Ifaac was unacquainted with the drift 
of his wife’s complaint, yet, being a pious man, 
and knowing that the promife made to Abraham 
and renewed in him, was to be compleated: in 
the iffue of Jacob, he readily affented to Re- 
becca’s propofal. Calling, therefore, his fon Ja- 
cob, he firft beftowed on him his blefling, and 
then ftriétly enjoined him never to marry a Ca- 
naanitifh woman. To prevent fo improper an 
alliance, he ordered him to go to his uncle La- 
ban, in Mefopotamia, and provide himfelf with 
a wife from his family. . Jacob promifed to obey 
his father’s orders, upon which the good old 
man, after repeating his bleffing, difiniffed him. 

When Efau underftood that his father had again 
bleffed Jacoh, and fent him into Mefopotamia 
to avoid marrying any of the daughters of Ca- 
naan, he began ferioufly to reflect on his own 
mifconduct, and to Jament having, by the in- 
difcreet alliances he had formed, incurred the 
difpleafure 








roys, appointed by the kings. of Judah, and for a long time 
were kept in total fubjeftion to the Jews, In the days of 
Jehoram, the fon of Jehothaphat, they expelled their vice- 
roy, and fet up a king of their own (fee 2 Kings viii. 20.). 
which fulfilled the latter part of Ifaac’s prophecy. For fome 
generations after this they lived independent of the Jews, 
and when the Babylonians invaded Judea, they not only 
took part with them, but greatly oppreffed the inhabitaats 
after their departure. Their animofity againft the defcendants 

i, to have been here- 
ditary ; nor did they ever ceafe, for any confiderable time, . 
from broils and contentions, all, at length, they were con- 
quered by Hircanus, and reduced to the neceffity either of 
embracing the Jewith religion, or quitting their country. 
Preferring the former they were intermixed wich the Jews 
‘and became one nation, fo that, in the firll century after 
the birth of Chrift, the namie of Idumman was totally anni- 
hilated. © ; Pale em 2, : . 
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difpleafure of his aged parents, To rtinftaté 
himpfelf, therefore, a poffible, in his father’s. 
efteem, ‘he took @ third wife; ‘whofe: mame was 
Mahalath, .the daughter of his ‘wncle Ifhmael. 
This martiage certainly taok plece beth from 
duty and affeétion ; but,: ustfortunately for Efau, 
it was not attended with the wifhed-for confe- 
quences. e r : on 
Early.the next morning, after Jacob. received 
his father’s charge and bleffing, he left Beerfhe- 
ba, and proceeded on his journey towards Haran. 
Determined ftrictly to obey -his-father’s com- 
mands, he travelled the moft private ways he 
could find, fhunned the houfes of the.Canaanites, 
and, when night came on, took up his lodging 
in the open air, near a place called Luz, having 
only the fpangled fky for his canopy, and a hard 


ftone for his pillow. Notwithftanding the unea-. 


finefs of his ficuation he flept found, during which 
he dreamt that he faw a ladder fet upon the earth, 
the top of which reached to heaven, and on the 
rounds of it were a number of angels, fome af- 
cending, and others defcending. On the fummic 
of the ladder appeared the Almighty, who pro- 
mijed him all-thofe privileges he had before 
done to Abraham and his father Haac; and that 
wherever he went he might be affured of the di- 
vine protection. Behold, I am with thee, and will 
keep thee in all places whither thon goeft, and will 
bring thee again into this land: for I will not leave 
thee until I have done that which I bave fpoken to 
thee of t. 

This dream made ftich an impreffion on Jacob’s 
mind that, as foon as he awoke, he paid an awful 
reverence to the place, and after a fhort contem- 
plation of what had paffed, thus exclaimed: téis 
is none other than the houfe of God, and this is the 
gate of heaven. 
taking the {tone which had been fubftituted for.a 
pillow, he fet it upright, poured oil on it, and in 
pious commemoration of the vifion, called the 
place Bethel, which, in the Hebrew language, fig- 
nifies the boufe of God. RE 

Previous to his departure from this memorable 
{pot, in order-to bind himfelf more ftrongly to 
the fervice of God, he made.a mott folemn vow 
to the following effect : “That if he would-pro- 
tect and profper him in his journey, provide him 
with common neceffaries in his abfence, and grant 
him a happy return to his father’s houfe ; to. him 


alone would he direét his religious worfhip; in’ 
that very place where the pillar ftood .on his re- | 
turn, would he make his devout acknowledge-’ 
ments, and offer unto him the tenth} of whatever. 


he fhould gain in the land of Mefopotamia.” 


+ There is fomething very noble ‘and fablime: in’ the re- 


prefentation of this ‘vifion. The ladder, which reached. 


from earth to heaven, is a proper image of the providence of 


God, whofe care extends to all things in heaven and on earth... 


The angels are reprefented afcending and defcending on this 
myfterious ladder, becaufe thefe miniftring {pirits are always 


ative in the execution of the wife defigns of Providence, ° 


and appointed the fpecial guardiaas of the juft: they afcend 
to receive, and defcend to execute the commands of Ged. 


And, laftly, by the reprefentation of the Divine Majetty ap. - 
ae is meant, that though feeocdas ; 


pearing above the lad 
of Esbvidence is often above the reach of hunian < 


henfion,” yet the whole is direéted b Infinite Wifdom and_ 
“mifery we can fee of", 


Goodnefs; and though in this vale o 
ly a few lower fteps of the ladder, neareff to the earth, yet 
it hath’a top that reachcth unto‘héavert: and were it pofible 


for us to trace the chain of caufes and effects to their fource, | 


Brot tbe Ca Ation, to the DEATH of Moses, 





Having faid this, he arofe, and’ 


tenth, or tythes, folemnly confecrated to God. 
. mifes to give them im return for his profperous journey, ashis 
: grandfather Abraham had giyen them in return for his victo- . 
sy over the confederate princes, 
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_ After making this folemn vow, the pious tia- 
veller. proceeded on his journey, and_ at length 
arrived at Haran..' As he carne near the town 
‘he faw fome fhepherds with their flocks not far 
from a well, which was covered with a large 
‘ftone. Of thefe thepherds he made enquiry ‘cdn- 
cerning Laban and his family, and was informed 
that they were all well, and that it would not be 
long before Rachel, his daughter, would be 
there with her flock. Scarce had he received 
this intelligence when the damfel arrived with 
her fleecy care, immediately on which Jacob, as 
a token of ree rolled away the ftone from 
the mouth of the well, and watered the fheep 
in her ftead, which done he faluted her, wept 
for joy, and told her to whom he belonged. 

Elated at this incident, Rachel, leaving Jacob 
at the well, immediately haftened home, and 
acquainted her father with what had happened. 
Laban was fo tranfported at the arrival of his 
fifter’s fon, that he fled, with all expedition, to 
the fpot, and after cordially embracing him, 
conducted him to his houfe. 

Jacob, after receiving fome refrefhment, told 
his uncle the occafion of his leaving home, and 
related the moft material incidents that had hap- 
pened in the courfe of his journey. Laban was 
fufficiently fatisfied of the truth of his nephew’s 
relation, and, from the fingular circum{tances 
that attended his excurfion, was convinced that 
he was under the immediate care and proteétion 
of Divine Providence. 

After being a few days with his uncle, Jacob, 
detefting an inattive life, applied himfelf to bu- 
finefs, by affifting Laban in the care of his flocks, 
and fuch other matters as pertained to his inte- 
ret. Having thus employed himfelf, with great 
diligence, for the {pace of a2 month, his uncle, 
one day, entered into private converfation with 
him, and, among other things, told him he nei- 
ther expected, nor thought it reafonable that he 
fhould have his labeur for nothing, and, there- 
fore, as he intended ftaying with him for fome 
time, defired him to narne fuch wages as would 
fatisfy him for his fervices. - 

Jacob hefitated for fome time what anfwer to 
give to this requeft, but at length, thinking on 
the charms and graces of the beautiful Rachel, 
who had already captivated his heart, he pro- 
pofed ferving him feven years, on condition of. 
having, at the expiration of that time, Rachel 
for his wife. 

Laban readily, confented to: this propofal, and 
Jacob as readily entered on his fervice.. The 

flattering 





we fhould fee them gradually afcend higher and higher, till 
they terminate at length in the Supreme Being, the firftand 
proper caufe of all, who prefides over, and direéts the com- 
‘plicated fcheme of Providence, from the creation of the 
world to the confummation of all things. Certainly nothin 

could have been a more feafonable relief to Jacob, or filled 
his heart with greater joy, than the pleafing affurance, that 
though he was an exile from his native country, and wander- 
ing alone over the folitary wattes, beg he was {till in the pre- 
fence of his Maker, whofe powerful arm would conftantly 
protect him from all dangers, and under whofe wings he 


i thould, # abfolucely fafe. 


t This is the fecond place in which we find mention of the 
Jacob pro- 
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flattering profpect of poffeffing fo aimable a part- 
ner, after the feven years, and the endearments 
of her pleafing company during the time, ren- 
dered chat interval of waiting apparently fhort 
and light. ; 

When the time of Jacob’s fervitude was ex- 
pied: he required Laban to fulfil his contract 

y giving him his daughter Rachel in marriage. 
Laban feemingly affented, and, on the occafion, 
invited all his friends and neighbours to the fo- 
lemnization of the nuptials. But Laban, de- 
firous of retaining Jacob longer in his fervice, 
had projeéted a icheme for that purpofe, the 
execution of which gave great uneafinets to his 
nephew. After the entertainment was over, and 
the company retired, Laban caufed Leah, his 
eldeft daughter, to be conduéted to Jacob’s bed, 
inftead of the beautiful Rachel, to whom he was 
contracted. When day-light appeared in the 
morning, and Jacob difcovered the deception §, 
he immediately arofe, and going to Laban, ex- 
poftulated with him on the impropriety of his 
conduét. Laban, who had prepared an anfwer 
for the occafion, told him, in a magifterial tone, 
«* That it was an unprecedented thing in that 
country (and would have been deemed an injury 
to her fifter) to marry the younger before the 
elder; but (continued he in a milder tone) if 
you will fulfil the nuptial week with your wife, 
and confent to ferve another feven years for her 
fifter, I am content to take your word for it, and 


to give Rachel to you as foon as the feven days } 


(or nuptial week for Leah) are expired. 

This unfair treatment greatly perplexed Jacob, 
but his diftinguifhed affection for Rachel made 
him refolved to obtain her, however dear the 
purchafe. He therefore readily confented to his 
uncle’s jecondary terms, and when the nuptial 
ceremonies for Leah were over, he likewile took 
Rachel in marriage. 

The diftinguifhed charms of Rachel, in pre- 
ference to thofe of Leah, made Jacob pay the 
greateft refpeét to the former; but his happineds 


was greatly curtailed by Leah’s having four fons | 


j| even before Rachel had conceived. This cir- 
cumftance particularly affected Rachel, who in a 
fit of melancholy, one day told her hufband, that 
unlefs be gave her children, fhe fhould certainly 





§ As all marriages in the eaft were folemnized in the even- 


ing, or rather at midnight, and as the bride was veil’d, fo it 


was no difficult matter toimpofe on Jacob, who did not ex- 
pect any fuch deceit. Dr. Shaw tells as, that in the Levant 
the bride is brought home in the dark to her hufband, and 
being introduced to the haram, or apartment for the women, 
her mother goes and conducts the bridegroom to her ; but 
he does not fee her till the next morning. 


| The names of thefe fons were, Reuben, Simeon, Levi. 


and Judah. Reudew fignifies a fon given by Divine regard; 
Simeon implies God hath heard or confidered me; Levi figni+ 
fies joined; and Judab, prasfe or thank/giving. 

* This expreflion furnithes us with a lively picture of hu- 
man folly in general. If children are to parents.like a flow’ry 


chaplet, whole beauties bloffom with ornament, and whofe: 


odours breathe delight, death, or fome unforefeen misfortune, 


may find means to entwine themfelves with the lovely wreath, | 
Whenever our fouls eagerly long after fome inferior acqai-— 


fition, it may be truly faid, in the words of our Divine 


Mafter, Y¢ know not what ye af—. Does Providence Withhold 


the thing we long for? 1t denies inumerey,: and only with- 
holds the occafion of our mifery, if not the: inftrament of 
our ruin. Witha fickly appeute we often loath what is 
wholefome, and linger after ourbane. ‘Where the imagina- 
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die with grief. Give me, {aid the, children, or elfe 


: E die *.. : 


: Jacob was greatly vexed t this fpeech of his 


‘ beloved wife, who feemed to:lay' the whole fault’ 


of her fterilicy tohim. He therefore tharply re+ 
huked her in words to the following effects 
‘© That it was not in his power to work mitacles ; 
that the want of children was agreeable to the di-. 
vine:will; and.that fuch uneafy and difcontented, 
behaviour was the way to prevent, rather than 
obtain, fuch a favour t.” - a ae OES 

This anfwer greatly mortifying Rachel, fhe: 
refolved to fupply the defect of herfelf by the 
fame means that had been prattifed by her grand-: 
mother Sarah... She accordingly made a ptopo- 
fition to Jacob that he fhould take her handmaid 
Bilhah as a concubinary wife, and that if the: 
fhould bare childrenthey fhould be accounted 
hers. Jacob affented to this propofal, and, in 
the proper courfe of time, Bilhah was delivered 
of a fon, whom Rachel named Dan, which, in 
the Hebrew language, fignifies judging. Within 
a twelvemonth after this: Bilhah bore another 
fon, whom Rachel called Naphrali. ‘ 

By this time Leah imagined fhe had done bear- 
ing children, and, therefore, to imitate her fit 
ter’s policy, fhe gave her maid (named Zilpah) 
to Jacob, by whom fhe had likewife two fons, 
the one named Gad, and the other Afhur. 

Reuben, the eldeft fon of Jacob, was now 
arrived at years fuficient to be trufted by him- 
felf, and wandering one day in the fields, about- 
the time of wheat harveft, he happened to meet 
with fome mandrakes t, which he brought home’ 


‘and prefented to his mother Leah. Pleated with 


the fight of what the boy had brought, Rachel 
defired Leah to give her a part; but inftead of 
complying with her requeft, fhe gave her this. 
forbidding anfwer: ‘* That having robbed her 
of her hufband’s affections, fhe could not expect 
to have any part. of her fon’s prefent.’* Not- 
with{tanding this contemptuous anfwer, Rachel 
was determined, if poffible, te obtain fome of. 
the mandrakes, to do which fhe thought of in-._ 
ducing Leah to comply. with her requeft by a 
method, which above all others, was moft hke- 


ly to.prove effectual. It happened to be her turn 
that night to enjoy the company of her hufband; 


and,’ 





tion dreams of unmingled fiveets, there experience frequent-- 
ly finds the bitternefs of woe, ; 

+ It ‘is not to be wondered at that fuch a man as Jacob’ 
fhould be offended at an expreffion made ufe of by his be. 
loved wife, which, in its own nature, was little better than . 
blafphemy. To fay, Give me children was certainly an 
high indignity offered to the majefty of heaven, asnone but 
God can give being to any creature whatever. ‘ = 

t, Ivis the general opinion of: the learned that our tranfla-. 
tion is wrong, in rendering the Hebrew word Dodaim, Man- 
drakes. The mention of Mandrakes occurs but once. more 
in holy writ, which is in Solomon’s fong, where they are 
celebrated for their fragrant fcent, and ranked with other. 
pleafant fruits. What we call the Macdiake-nvple has a° 
ftrong naufeous fcent, and no ways. inviting, either in taite” 
or,colonr, to a child, as Reuben then was; {9. that it was, 
moft probably fome, other, kind of fruit or Mower which had 
. fomeching dttractive, both tafte.and {mell, that the man- 
drake'‘Had' nét. As the word here ufed.may be rendered | 
ane ‘fidivérs, fome haye thought them to have beon either 
‘lilies, 'Violéts, jeffamines, citrons, rofés, ‘or the like; and, | 
wethers have fuppofed it a-fruic, which the Syrians call maax, ; 
refembling the banana, or’ Indian fig. 
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and, therefore, in order to obtain her ends, fhe 
told Leah, if fhe would oblige her with fome of 
her fon’s mandrakes, fhe would wave her pre- 
tenfions for that night, and refign the right of 
her hufband’s bed to her. This propofition be- 
ing approved of by Leah, the agreement was 
accordingly made; and as foon as Jacob came 
home fhe related what had paffed, and afked him 
to confirm the bargain. Jacob readily affented, 
and Leah enjoyed his company that night, the 
confequence of which was that fhe conccived 
again, and had a fifth fon, whom fhe called If- 
fachar, which fignifies Aire or reward. After 

- this fhe had another fon, whom fhe named Ze- 
bulun; and laft of all, a daughter, called Di- 
nah. 

Rachel had long lamented not having iffue of 
her own body; but at length it pleafed God to 
remove her troubles on that head by giving her 
afon. As foon as fhe found fhe had conceived, 
fhe exclaimed, with the moft expreffive joy, God 
hath taken away my reproach§; and when the 
child was born fhe called his name Jofeph, which, 
in the Hebrew language, fignifies ‘ucrea/e. 

Soon after the birth of Jofeph the appointed 
time of Jacob’s laft fervitude being expired, he 
began to entertain thoughts of returning to his 
own country, and accordingly begged his uncle 
to difmifs him and his family. But Laban, who 
had found, by experience, no {fimall advantage 
from his fervices, intreated him to ftay a little 
longer, promifing, at the fame time, that if he 
would comply with his requeft, he would give 
him whatever wages he fhould think pro- 
per to afk. In anfwer to this, Jacob reminded 
him of the great increafe of his fubftance fince 
it had been under his care, and that he now 
thought it high time to make fome provifion for 
himfelf and family ; fo that therefore he was re- 
folved to return to Canaan, unlefs he could point 
out to him fome method whereby he might im- 
prove his fortune, and not longer wafte his time 
in humble fervitude. 


Laban could not bear the thoughts of parting 


with Jacob, and therefore again preffed him hard 
to ftay, at the fame time offering him his own 
terms. After fome farther controverfy, Jacob 
at length confented to ftay with his uncle on the 
following conditions: That they fhould pafs 
through the whole flock both of fheep and goats, 
and having feparated all the fpeckled cattle from 
the white, the former fhould be committed to 
the care of Laban’s fons, and the latter to the 
care of Jacob; and that whatfoever fpotted or 
brown fheep or goats fhould, from that time 
forward, be produced out of the white flock 
vee he was to keep) fhould be accounted his 
ire. 

Laban readily confenting to this propofal, the 
flocks were accordingly feparated. The fpotted 
cattle were delivered into the cuftody of Laban, 
while the reft were committed to the care of Ja- 
cob; and to prevent any intercourfe between 


a 


§ The reafon why the women of Abraham’s family con- 
fidered barrennefs as a reproach was, becaufe they were ex- 
empted from the promifes of God made to that. patriarch 
concerning the vaft multiplication of his feed, and becaufe 
the Meffias could not proceed from them. As the Divine 
Redeemer was to de{cend from fome one of Abraham’s fa- 
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them, they were placed three days journey apart: 

Whether it was from his own obfervation on 
the power of fancy in the time of conception, 
or (what feems much more likely) from the in- 
terpofition of Divine wifdom in furnifhing him 
with the idea; but fo it was that he purfued a 
very extraordinary method to improve his own 
ftock, and at the fame time leffen that of Laban, 
He took rods or twigs of the green poplar, ha- 
zel and chefnut-trees, and ftripping off part of 
the rinds in ftreaks, caufe fome of the white to 
appear on the twigs. Thefe twigs he placed in 
the watering troughs when the cattle came to 
drink, at the time in which they ufually engen- 
der; fo that by feeing the fpeckled twigs they 
might conceive and bring forth fpeckled_ cattle. 
He alfo took particular care to place the twigs 
before the fatteft and moft healthy, and to avoid 
putting any before thofe that were weak and fick- 
ly; by which means he might not only obtain 
for himfelf the greater number, but alfo the 
choiceft and moft valuable. 

This fcheme fucceeded to his utmoft withes, 
and in a fhort time he became exceeding rich 
and powerful. But the extraordinary ingreafe 
of his property expofed him to the envy not 
only oe Laban, but alfo his fons, the former 
of whom treated him with great coolnefs, and 
the latter frequently accufed him of ‘having pro- 
cured to himfelf a good eftate out of their for- 
tunes. 

Jacob, finding himfelf envied by his uncle 
and kinfinen, had fome thoughts of leaving them, 
and retiring, with his family and effects, into his 
own country. This defign was, ina fhort time, 
ultimately refolved on, in confequence of the 
Almighty appearing to him in a vifion, and or- 
dering him to return to the land of Canaan. 

Though Jacob was fully refolved to obey the 
Divine command, yet he thought it moft pru- 
dent, previous to his departure, to hold a con-~ 
fultation with his two principal wives, namely, 
Leah and Rachel, in order to obtain their con- 
fent. Accordingly, fending for them into the 
field (which, from its privacy he thought the 
moft praper place for the bufinefs) he told them, 
that for fome time paft he had obferved their fa- 
ther had treated him with great coolnefs and in- 
difference, and even fometimes with marks of 
difpleafure, though he was not fenfible of any 
juft caufe for fuch behaviour. He appealed 
to them concerning his induftry and fidelity, 
and the injuftice oF their father towards him, 
firft, in having deceived him, and afterwards in 
having fo often changed his wages||. He ob- 
ferved, that God had turned all their father’s 
devices to his advantage, had taken away his 
cattle, and giving them to him. He then told 
them, that the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
reminding him of the folemn vow he had made 
at Bethel, in his journey to Mefopotamia, and 
that he iad commanded him to return to the 
Land of Canaan. 

Leah 





mily, fo every woman belonging to it had an equal right to 
expe&t being fo honoured. 
|| It isto be obferved that when Laban found Jacob fo 
fuccefsful in the produce of his flocks, he repented of his 
bargain, and feveral times aitered the agreement, which 
God, as many times, turned to Jacob’s advantage. 
K 
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Leah and Rachel, having liftened with great 
attention to what Jacob had faid, readily agreed 
to go with him; and by all means recornmended 
his paying a ftrict ebedience to the Divine com- 
mand. 

In confequence of this Jacob, having made 
the neceffary preparations for his departure, fet 
his wives and children upon camels, taking the 
advantage of his father-in-law’s abfence (who 
was gone to fhear his fheep, and which likewife 
gave Rachel the opportunity of ftealing away 
his images *) he fet out upon his journey, taking 
with him all his cattle, and other property, he 
had acquired during his ttay at Haran. 

Jacob had proceeded on his journey three 
days before Laban received intelligence of his 
flight, in which time he pafled the Kuphrates, 
and having gained the mountains of Gilead, he 
there ftopped, in order to refrefh himfelf and at- 
tendants, who by this time were become greatly 
fatigued with travelling. 

Laban no fooner heard that his nephew had 
abfconded, than he immediately purfued him 
with a mind fully bent on revenge. But in this 
he was checked by the interpofition of the Al- 
mighty, who, appearing to him the fine night 
in a vifion, threatened him feverely if he com- 
mitted any hoftilicy or violence againit his fer- 
vant Jacob. 

In conlequence of this when Laban came up 
with his nephew at Mount Gilead, he only ex- 
poftulated with him on his want of refpect in 
ftealing away his daughters, and thereby pre- 
venting them from taking their leave as became 
his children, or departing in a manner confiftent 
with their rank and dignity. He added that 
fuch conduct might have expofed him to his 
moft fevere refentment, and that he might have 
fuftained fuch injury from him who was by far 
the moft powerful. That, indeed, he would 
have purfued meafures of revenge, had he not 
been diverted therefrom by the immediate pro- 
hibition of God himfelf. 

In anfwer to this Jacob reminded his uncle of 
the cheat he had put upon him, in making him 
ferve fo long for a woman he did not love; the 
altering of the agreement fo many times made 
between them relative to the theep; and, laftly, 
his late ftrange behaviour to him and his family. 
All thefe, and many more, he faid, were but ill 
requitals for his care and diligence, as well as 
the bleffings which God had heaped on him for 
his fake. 

Laban had ftill another thing to lay to Jacob's 
charge, namely, the ftealing of his gods. Fired 
with refentment at this accufation, Jacob (who 
knew nothing of Rachel's having taken them) 
defired him to make the moft diligent fearch for 





* The Hebrew word which we render meges is terophim, 
akind of penates, or houfhold-gods which they worthipped 
as fymbols of the Deity, and confulted as oracles—hence 
Laban calls them his gods. 'Vhefe teray bims were atterwards 
known by the name of ta/iyinen, as they are to this day in 
mot parts of India. Some think thofe of Laban’s repre- 
fented angels, who were fuppefed to declare the rained of 
God. Rachel might fleal them cither for their curicfity or 
worth; but it is malt prebable the ftill retaincd a tincture of 
her father’s fuperflition, and defigned to make them the ob- 
jects of her worfhip in Canaan ; for it appears (Gen, XNAV. 4.) 
that Jacob, wher he made a thorough reformation in ti 
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them throughout his family, affuring him,.at 
the fame time, that on whomfoever they fhould 
be found, that perfon fhould immediately be put 
to death. 

In confequence of this Laban proceeded to 
fearch the different tents, and having examined 
thofe of Jacob, Leah, and her handmaids, with- 
out effect, he went to the tent of Rachel, who, 
confcious of her crime, and fearful of the con- 
fequences fhould fhe be deteéted, had juft con- 
cealed the images in the camel’s furniture, on 
which fhe fat herfelf down to reft. 

Tlaving taken this precaution, fhe pleaded as 
an excufe for not rifing to falute him, that fhe 
was exceeding ill, and that to move then might 
greatly increale her complaint. “This excufe was 
readily admitted by her father, who, after fearch- 
ing every other part of the tent without effeét, 
departed. 

When Laban acquainted Jacob with his bad 
fuccefs, the latter upbraided him, in very fevere 
terms, for his unjuft fufpicions. We then re- 
counted the great fervices he had done him during 
a number of years, and concluded with thefe 
words, Except the God of my Father kad been with 
me, furely thou haadft fent me away empty. 

Laban, conicious that Jacob’s charge was 
moft juftly founded, made not the leaft attempr 
to vindicate his conduct; but, waving the ar- 
gument, affumed an air of refpeét for Jacob, 
and a fondnefs for his wives and children ; and, 
in order to remove all further animofiry, pro- 
pofed a treaty of alliance between them, and to 
erect a monument which fhould be a ftanding 
witne(s of the fame to future ages. 

This propofition being agreed to, and the 
covenant figned, they accordingly railed a pillar 
or heap of {tones t, as a memento of the cir- 
cumftance; and then took mutual oaths that 
neither fhould invade the property of the other, 
A particular injunction was likewife laid on Ja- 
cob, that he fhould ufe his wives and children 
with all becoming tendernefs and affection. 

The covenant being thus ratified, and facri- 
fices offered up on the occafion, Jacob enter- 
tained his brethren that night in as magnificant 
a manner as the nature of his ttuation would 
admit. ‘Che next morning Laban took leave of 
Jacob and his family, and each departed for 
their refpective habitations. 

Jacob had been favoured with a heavenly vi- 
fion, in his way from Canaan to Mefopotamia ; 
and the Almighty was pleated to favour hint 
again with the like token of his protection on 
his return. As he was procecding on his jour- 
ney, there appeared betore hima body of hea- 
venly meffengers, which he no fooner faw than 
he broke out into the following exclamation, 

This 
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houfe, caufed them to be taken from her, and buried them 
under the oak which was by Shechem. 

+ Theheap cf ftones raifed by Laban and Jacob in me 
mory of this covenant was called Gilead, which, in the He- 
brew language, fignifies, an heap of avitneffes. ‘This cir- 
cumftance in after-ages, gave name to tne whole country 
thereabout, which hes on the eaft of the Sza of Galilee, be- 
ing part of that ridge of mountains which ran from Mount 
Lebanon Scuthward on the eaft of the Holy Land, and in. 
chided the mountainous region, cated, in the Ney ‘J'eita- 
ment, Trachenitic. 
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This is God’s boft ; from which additional mark of 
Divine protection he called the place Mahanaim f. 

Though Jacob had the greateft reafon to rely 
on the protection of the Almighty, yet, as he 
drew near the confines of Edom, and within the 
reach of his incenfed brother Efau (whom he 
had highly provoked, and concerning the abate- 
ment of whofe refentment he had received no 
account from his mother though {fo long abfent) 
he thought it moft prudent to fend a meflage to 
him, in order to allay his anger, and, if poffi- 
ble, regain his fraternal affection. 

He accordingly fent meffengers to Efau, whofe 
refidence was at Mount Seir §, otherwife called 
the country of Edom, whither he had fettled 
himfelf foon after his marriage with the daugh- 
ter of Ifhmael. 

The meffage Jacob fent to his brother was to 
the following effect: that during his refidence in 
Mefopotamia he had acquired prodigious wealth, 
and that as he was now on his return to his na- 
tive country, he thought proper to notify his 
arrival to him, and at the fame time to implore 
his favour and friendfhip. 

The meffengers having difcharged their em- 
baffy, returned, and gave Jacob fuch an account 
as greatly alarmed him. They brought no di- 
rect anfwer from Efau, and only told their ma- 
fter that his brother was coming to meet him at 
the head of four hundred men. 

Jacob, concluding that the defign of this 
mighty retinue was to act againft him in an ho- 
ftile manner, was greatly perplexed, and at a 
lofs in what manner to proceed. He knew, on 
the one hand, that the number of his people 
was too {mall to engage with that of his bro- 
ther; and, on the other hand, that his baggage 
was too heavy for flight. At length he came to 
to this conclufton, to divide his company into 
two bands, fo that, if Efau fhould fall upon one, 
he might have the chance of efcaping with the 
other. 

Such was the plan laid down by Jacob; but 
as he well knew from former expcrience, that 
his fafety depended upon the Divine proteétion, 
independent of all human creatures, he, in‘ this 
critical junéture, addreffed himfelf to God in a 
very humble and fubmiffive prayer, the fub- 
ftance of which was to the following effect: 
“* O thou eternal majefty of heaven, whom my 
** father worfhipped, and who alone is the object 
“< of my prayer, permit an unworthy creature to 


** repeat thy own promife to thee. When my 


a 


‘ country ; and to encourage me, thou promifed 


that thou wouldeft protect me. What an in- 


€ 
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t The Hebrew word Mahanaim fignifies two ho/ts, or - 
camps, becaufe the angels appeared like two armies drawn : 


up on cither fide for his prote€tion, according to that beau- 
tiful expreffion of the Plalmift, The Angel of rhe Lord en- 
campeth round adcut them that Scar hin, and delivereth them. 
Pal. xxxiv. 7 , 


The place called Mahanaim was fituated between Mount 


Gilead and the brook Jabbok. . It was afterwards one of | 


the refidences of the Levites, and one of the ftrong places 
belonging to David.’ o 

§ The Land of Seir (from which the mount took its 
name) was fituated on the fouth of the Dead Sea, from 
whence it extended to the Arabian Gulf. It was called Seir 
from a confiderable perfon of that name among the Horites, 
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‘ family began to increafe, thou waft gracioufly . 
pleafed to order me to return to my native . 





39 
** finite condefcenfion, O my God, to a poor 
“¢ unworthy creature! The lea{t of all thy mer- 
** cies is too good for me; and yet thou halt been 
“ plealed to thew me the greateft. When 1 
** croffed Jordan, I had nothing befides my ftaff; 
“* but in thy goodnefs thou haft caufed my fa- 
‘© mily and fubftance to increafe fo fait, that I 
** am now pofleffed of great riches. O Gad, 
“© thou promifed to make my feed a great nation; 
“« and although I know thou couldeft fuffer them 
** to be killed, and raife them up from the dead, 
‘* yet, O moft merciful father, be pleafed ftill ta 
** preferve them, and fuffer not my enraged bro- 
ther to deftroy them; I know that chy promite 
is truth irfelf, and I will chearfully cruft in 
“ thee.” 

After having thus humbly and earneftly implo- 
red the guidance and proteétion of the Almighty, 
Jacob determined to purfue another meafure, in 
order to appeale the anger of his brother, which 
he imagined to be no lefs fevere than when he 
left Canaan. Imagining that Efau might confi- 
der his firft meffage as an empty piece of forma- 
lity, he refolved, as he had already informed him 
of the great wealth of which he was poffefled, to 
fend him a very liberal prefent. He accordingly 
{elected from his ftock the following articles, viz. 
two hundred fhe-goats and twenty he-goats ; two 
hundred ewes and twenty rams ; thirty milch ca- 
mels with their colts ; forty twine, and ten bulls; 
twenty fhe-affes and ten foals. ‘Uhefe being di- 
vided into feparate droves, he ordered the fervants 
to keep a proper fpace between each, and ftriétly 
charged them that whenever they fhould meet 
his brother, to prefent each t, him feparately, and 
to tell him that they were prefents fent by Jacob 
to his lord Efau. 

Jacob, having difmiffed his fervants with this 
prefent to his brother, arofe early next morning, 
and, before day-light, fent his wives and children, 
together with all his fubftance, forward on their 
journey, ftaying himfelf for tome time, behind, 


ce 
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| A fhort time after the departure of his family and 


children, being alone, he was accofted by an an- 
gel, who, appearing in the fhape of aman, began 
to wreftle with him, which exercife they conti- 
nued till break of day. The conteft was cer- 
tainly unequal, notwithftanding which, the angel 
permitted Jacob to prevail; but to convince him 
that he did not obtain the victory by means of 
his own ftrength, and how eafily himfelf could 
have made a-conquelt, he touched the finews > 
or hollow of his thigh, which was immediately 
put out of joint. 

The angel then afked Jacob his name, and on 
being anfwered, he told him he fhould hereafter 
be called J/rae/*, which fignifies a man that bas 

prevailed 





who originally poffeffed it. During Jacob’s abfence Efia 
made a conquelt of it, and thereby verified part of his fa- 
ther’s prediction, Ay shy frvond fhalt thou live, (fee Gene 
xxvii. 40) and from him it was called rhe country of Edom. 

{| This was the finew or tendo that keeps the thigh bone 
in the focket, not only in the human fpecies, but alfo in 
the brute creation ; and from this circumiftance, even to the 
prefent time, the jews will not eat that part. In the M.f 
nah, one of their books of diretions concerning religious 
ceremonies, they have a whole chapter pre(cribing the man- 
ner in which it is to be cut out of the beait when killed ; 
and it is further enjoined that they fhall not eat the finews 
of the hips of any animal whatever. 

* The words in the text are, Thy name foall be called na 
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prevailed with God. After faying this the angel 
bleffed Jacob, and then departed. In confe- 
quence of fo fingulara circumftance, Jacob called 
the place where it happened Penie/, which figni- 
fies the Face of God, being confident that it muft 
have been a Divine agent with whom he had 
been contending. 

Soon after the ange! difappeared, Jacob, though 
tame, made what hafte he could to join his com- 
pany. Having come up with them they pro- 
ceeded, with great expedition on their journey ; but 
they had not travelled far before Jacob difco- 
vered his brother Efau, attended bya confiderable 
body of men, coming towards him. Alarmed at 
the fight of fo powerful a retinue, Jacob imme- 
diately divided his family into three companies, 
placing them at equal diftances from each other. 
‘The two maid fervants and their fons went firft ; 
Leah and her children next; and Rachael and 
Jofeph (the latter of whom was now about fix 
years old) in the rear, whilft himfelf lead the 
van. 

As foon as Jacob approached his brother, he 
fhewed his refpeét to him by bowing feven times 
to the ground. Efau, filled with the tendereft 
fenfe of fraternal affection, at once removed his 
brother’s fears and compliments, by running to 
him with eager joy, falling on his neck, and moft 
cordially embracing him. He wept over him for 
fome time ; after which, feeing his wives and 
children proftrate themielves before him in the 
order Jacob had placed them, he returned their 
civilities with the like tendernefs he had done his 
brother’s. Thus was revenge turned into love 
and pity ; and Efau, who once thirfted for his 
brother's blood, diffolves into tears of joy, and 
melts with the fofteft endcarments of love and 
friendfhip. 

Thus tranfp ed with this happy interview, 
Efau farveyed his brother’s poffefions with plea- 
fure, and exprefied his fatisfa€tion at the great 
fucceis he had met with during his refidence in 
Mefopotamia. He kindly acknowledged the 
prefents Jacob had fent him, but begged he 
would excufe his accepting them, becaufe they 
would be fuperfluous to him who had already 
great abundance. Jacob, however, preffed him 
fo earneftly, that he at length agreed to accept 
hem; to make fome recompence for which, 
Efau invited him to Seir, and offered to accom- 
pany him the remaining part of the journey. 
Though Jacob had no defign of accepting this 
offer, yet he did not chufe to make a direct refu- 
fal. He therefore reprefented to Efau the ten- 
dernefs of his children and flocks, and that they 
could not travel with fuch expedition as would 
be agreeable to him. Ite begged they might 
not confine him to their flow movements, but 
that he would return home his own pace, and he 
would follow with as much expedition as poffi- 
ble. Efau then offered to leave him a number 
of men to guard and conduét him into his terri- 





more Jacob, but Ifrael. This expreffion clearly evinces the 
mil-tranflation of fome paffages in the fcriptures, it being 
certain that the patriarch was frequently after called Ja- 
cob. But this feeming contradiction will be eafily adjufted, 
by fubftiruting tht words, sor oly for no'more 3 in which 
cafe the fenfe will read thus, Thou fhalt zor only be called 
Jacob, but al/o Ifrael, the latter of which names_was at 
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tories ; but this compliment Jacob likewife 
thought proper to decline, upon which, after 
faluting each other, they parted. 

Efau returned immediately to Seir, and ex- 
petted that his brother would follow him; but 
Jacob turned another way, and coming to a {pot 
which ftrack his fancy, he refolved, (at leaft for 
a time) to fettle in it; in confequence of which 
he built a houfe for his family, as alfo proper 
conveniences for the reception of his cattle f. 

After ftaying here fome time, Jacob removed 
to Shechem, and having purchafed a piece of 
ground of Hamor, the prince of the country, he 
there pitched his tents, intending to make it his 
fixed place of refidence. He alfo erected an 
altar, and called it El-alohe-Ifrael, which figni~ 
fies the Great or Mighty God of Ifrael. 

Jacob might probably have lived at this place 
a confiderable time, had it not been for an oc- 
currence of a very fingular nature. His daugh- 
ter Dinah, who was at this time about fixteen 
years of age, and very beautiful in perfon, being 
defirous of feeing the dreffes and ornaments of 
the women of that country, rambled abroad 
from her mother’s tent, in order to gratify her 
curiofity. Young Shechem, the fon of Hamor, 
(the king of the country) happening to fee her, 
was fo captivated with her charms, that, unable 
to reftrain the force of his paffion, he deter- 
mined, if poffible, to poffets her. He diligently 
watched her for fome time, till at length takin 
the opportunity of her being alone, he tuddenly 
feized on her, and, by mere dint of violence, 
obtained his withes. 

But notwithftanding this difhonourable act 
Shechem was ftill fo enamoured with Dinah’s 
charms, that he moit earneftly wifhed to rnarry 
her; and ftrongly folicited his father to intercede 
with her friends in his behalf, and to form a trea- 
ty with them for that purpofe. 

Jacob was foon informed of the depredation 
made on his daughter’s chaftity, and though 
greatly incenfed at fo unjuftifiable a proceeding, 
he refolved not to take any notice of it till his 
fons (who were then abroad) came home. Ac-~ 
cordingly, on their arrival, he told them the injury 
their fitter had fuftained, and by whom; upon 
which their refentment was raifed to the greateft 
height, and they vowed feverely to revenge the 
difhonour thus thrown upon their family. 

In the mean time, Shechem having prevailed 
with his father to ufe his intereft in obtaining 
for him the beautiful Dinah, they both went to- 
gether to make the propofal to Jacob, whole fons 
were with him at the time of their arrival. After 
the firft falutations were over, Hamor, addreffing 
himfelf to Jacob, told him the great affection 
his fon had for his daughter Dinah, and earneftly 
intreated him that he would give her to him in 
marriage. He atthe fame time propofed that 
Jacob’s family fhould intermarry with his people, 
and offered them the privilege of fertling and 

trading 
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length eftablithed in Jacob’s defcendants. 

+ From the buildings Jacob ereéted here for the ufe of 
his cattle, the place was called Succoth, which, in the He- 
brew language, fignifies booths or teats. It lay on the eaft 
fide of the Jordan, and at a fmall diftance fiom the bank of 
the river, a 
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trading in any part of his dominions they thought 
proper. To ftrengthen this propofal, young She- 
chem promifed to. give Dinah as large a dowry, 
and her relations as coftly prefents, as they fhould 
defire. In thort, he offered them whatever ad- 
vantages they fhould pleafe to nominate, bidding: 
them only name their terms, and they fhould be 
granted to the uttermoft, provided they would 
but give him Dinah in marriage. 

Thefe were certainly very fair offers, and fuch 
as evinced that Shechem was defirous of making 
fome recompence for the injury he had done 
his beloved Dinah. But, inftead of accepting 
thefe propofals,; the treacherous fons of Jacob, 
who only meditated the moft bloody revenge, 
made the following reply: ‘ That it was not 
lawful for them to contract an affinity with any 
uncircumcifed nation, but that, if they and their 
people would confent to be circumcifed, (as 
they were) they would then agree to the terms 
propoled.” 

Shechem was fo enamoured with Dinah, and 
Hamor fo fond of his fon, that, notwithftanding 
the fingularity of this propofal, they readily 
agreed to it. Accordingly, leaving Jacob and 
his fon, they immediately repaired to the city, 
and having convened a general affembly of the 
inhabitants, they told them, ‘¢ that the Ifraelites 
were a wealthy, peaceable, and good-natured 
people; that they might reap many great ad- 
vantages trom thern, and, in procefs of time, 
by intermarrying with them, might make all 
their fubftance (which was very confiderable) 
their own; but that this could not be done 
without a general confent to be circumcifed.” 

Captivated with the profpect of great wealth, 
and influenced by the powerful intereft both 
Hamor and his ‘fon had among them, they una- 
nimoufly affented to the propofal; and on that 
very day every male of them was circumcifed. 

This circumftance furnifhed Simeon and Levi 
(the fons of Jacob and brother to Dinah, by the 
fame mother) with an opportunity of wreaking 
that revenge on the Schechemites which they 
had privately refolved on for the violation of 
their fifter’s chaftity. Senfible of the great 
pain the Schechemites felt in confequence of 
circumcifion, they determined to take advantage 
of it, by attacking them ‘at a time when they 
knew they muft be totally incapable of making 
the leaft refiftance. Accordingly, on the third 
day { after the operation (having properly armed 
themfelves for the purpofe) they went. (unknown 





t This was the time, according to mott phyficians, when 
fevers generally attended circumcifion, occafioned by the 
violent inflammation of the wound. The Jews themfelves 
obferve, that the pain was much more fevere on the third 
day than at any.other time after the operation. 


§ Though the facred hiftorian only mentions Simeon and ° 


Levi to have been the pee of this horrid aé& of cru- 
elty, yet there is not the leaft doubt but they had confidera- 
ble afliftance. They, indeed, are only mentioned becaufe, 


being own brothers to Dinah both by father and mother, and . 


confequently more concerned to refent the injury done to her 
honour, they are made the chief contrivers and conduétors 
of it. ‘It is, however, reafonable to imagine, that the ref 
of. Jacob’s fons, who were old-enough to ‘bear arms, as well 
as the greateft part of his domettics, were engaged in the 
execution of this wicked exploig ; hecaufe it is fcarcely ‘con- 
ceivable how two men alone fhould be able to mafter.a whole 
city, to flay all the men in it, and take all the women cap-. 
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to their father) into the city, and fuddenly falling 
on the inhabitants put every male to the fword, 
Harmor and his fon not excepted. ‘They then 
fearched the king’s palace, where, finding their 
fitter Dinah, they immediately brought her away ;' 
after which they plundered the houfes of the 
city, took both women and children captive, and 
poffeffed themfelves of what property they could, 
as well in cattle as in other articles; and fuch 
things as they could not take with them, they. 
totally deftroyed. § 

When Jacob (who was totally unacquainted 
with thefe unjuftifiable proceedings till after 
they had taken place) firft heard of them, he was 
greatly incenfed again{t his fons, and very fe- 
verely reprimanded them for committing fo 
treacherous and barbarous an action. But Simeon 
and Levi paid little attention to their father’s 
rebuke ; on the contrary, fuch were their ideas 
of the crime committed in the violation of their 
fifter’s chaftity, that they intimated to him the 
refentment they had fhewn was but juft for fo 
bafe an injury. ware 

It is notto be wondered at that this violef out- 
rage committed in the capital of the Shechemites, 
fhould exafperate the whole people of the coun- 
try againft the Ifraelites. This feems to have 
been the reafon why the Almighty, foon after 
the tranfaction happened, commanded the patri- 
arch to remove to Bethel, the place which he 
had dedicated to his immediate fervice. Though 
the fons of Jacob had wholly deftroyed one 
colony of the Canaanites, yet there were great 
numbers bordering on the fpot, who, either in 
their own defence, or in revenge for the cruel 
and unjuft treatment of their country men, might. 
give the good patriarch much difquiet, if not 
totally deftroy him and his family. His Omni- 
potent Creator, therefore, in order to fecure him 
‘from ‘danger, ordered him to go to Bethel, there 
to fix his refidence, and erect an altar to the fame 
God who appeared to him when he fled from the 
_prefence of his brother Efau, 

The obedient and pious Jacob hefitated not 
to comply with the divine command ; but pre- 
vious to his fetting about the bufinefs, he thought 
it neceflary to make a ‘reformation in his family, 
and cleanfe it from the pollutions that might be 
offenfive in fo facred a place. To effect this hee* 
ftrictly charged not only his own family, but all 
that belonged to him, to bring out their idols, 
or ftrange gods, then clean themfelves ||, and 
change their garments, telling them they muft 
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tives, who, on this occafion, may be fuppofed more than 


. fufficient to have overpowered them. 


{| The Hebrew word, which we tranflate c/ean, properly 
fignifies, the wafbing of the body with water. As there is 
fome analogy between external cleanlinefs and purity of 
mind, it may. denote the cleanfing of the foul by repentance 
from all thofe impurities whercby a man becomes morally 
polluted in the fight of God. Jn which view, .this rite of 
washing the body with water was ufed as a fign of inward 
purification, not only among the idolatrous heathens, but 
alfo by the worthippers of the true God, both before and 
under the law. Wajfb ye, make ye clean, put away the evil of 
pour doings from. before mine eyes, Waiah i. 15, And as men 
fhould at all times have their fouls adorned with this inward 
‘purity, fo efpecially when they approach their Maker in the 
duties of his immediate worthip. It was therefore highly 
commendable in Jacob, on. this folemn occafion, to enjoia 
all under his care to cleanfe and purify themfelves alas ed 
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go, with all expedition, to Bethel, the Houfe of 
their God. 

They readily obeyed the patriarch’s orders, 
and delivered up to him not only their idols *, 
but alfo their ear-rings}; all of which Jacob 
buried in a deep hole under an oak — near 
Shechem. : 

Jacob, having thus cleanfed his family from 
impurities, fet out with them on his journey to 
Bethel. In order-to enfure their fafety, the Al- 
mighty, ever mindful of his promife to his cho- 
fen people, ftruck fuch a terror into the people 
belonging to the country through which they 
paffed, that, notwithftanding the provocation 
given by the maffacre at Shec!.cm, not a fingle 
perfon prefumed to interrupt them, and they 
travelled to their deftined place without the leaft 
moleftation. . 

No fooner did Jacob arrive at Bethel §, than, 
agreeable to the Divine command, he erected an 
altar, which he called El-beth-el ; and on which 
he performed the very vow he had before made 
when on his journey from Canaan to Mefopo- 
tamia. 

A fhort time after Jacob had performed this 
act of worfhip, the Almighty was pleafed to ap- 
pear to him again, and to give him frefh aflu- 
rances of his defign to multiply his pofterity, 
and to beftow on hin the inheritance of the land 
of Canaan. As a laftinga monument of this 
additional mark of the Divine favour, Jacob 
erected a pillar of ftone, which he confecrated 
with the ufual form, by pouring on it wine 
and oil. 

After being fome time at Bethel, Jacob, 
urged by filial affection, refolved to leave it, 
in order to pay a vifit to his ancient father at 
Mamre. Accordingly, taking with him his fa- 
mily, they fet out on their journey, intending to 
ftop that night at Ephrath (afterwards called 
Bethlchem) a fmall place not far diftant from 
Bethel. But before they could reach the in- 
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from idolatry, and from thofe guilty ftains jately contraéted 
by fhedding innocent blood, as they woald otherwife be unfit 
te hold an intercourfe with their God; as if he had faid, 
Put off your fordid apparel, efpecially thofe garments in 
which you were fo lately defiled with blood, and put on 
your cleanefl raiment, as an emblein of your being di- 
vetted of all impure affections, and cloathed with thofe in- 
ternal graces and pious difpotitions, which are the ornament 
of the foul, and render it comely in the fight of God. 

* The greater part of thefe idols belonged to the Sheche- 
mites ; but among them were thofe which Rachel had ftole 
from her father Laban, and which fhe had probably wor- 
fhipped (unknown to her father) during her ftay at She- 
chem. 

+ The ear-rings and other jewels worn by thefe people 
were confecrated to the honour of that idol whom they wor- 
Shipped ; and on them were engraven fome figures, The 
reafon of their wearing them was, to pieferve them (as they 
thought) from any danger or misfurtune ; and from this act 
of idolatry we may fuppofe arofe the cuilom among the pa- 
piits of wearing the relics and images of their faints. 

t ‘The oak here mentioned feems to have been the place 
where thefe fervants of Jacob, who had ttrange gods, ufed 
to meet; and certainly no place could be more proper for 
burying their idols than the fpot on which they had wor- 
fhipped them. een 

§ According to the facred hiftorian (though he does not 
mention any time) it appeais that foon after Jacob's arrival 
at Bethel, Deborah (Rebecca’s nurfe) died there. What 
age the was we are not informed; but it is certain fhe muft 
have been very old, as fhe came with Rebecca from Mefopo- 
tamia, when fhe was married t. aac. Her remains were 
depofited beneath an oak (as was the cuftom in thote days) 
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tended fpot Rachael fell fuddenly in labour, and 
having very fevere pangs, the midwife, in order 
to encourage her, bid her not fear, for the would 
have another fon. She was, indeed, delivered 
of a boy, but expired immediately after, having 
but juft a moment’s {pace of time to give him 
the name of Benoni, which fignifies she fon of 
my forrew. But Jacob, unwilling to increafe the. 
remembrance of fo melancholy a circumftance, 
called him Benjamin, that is, the fon of my right 
hand, or my ftrength, intimating thereby his 
peculiar affection for this laft pledge of his be- 
loved wife. 

The remains of Rachel were depofited at the 
place where fhe died, and in order to prepetuate 
her memory, Jacob ereéted a monument of 
ftone || over her grave, which the facred hiftorian 
tells us was extant in his days. 

But this was not the only misfortune that at- 
tended Jacob on his journey to Mamre. After 
travelling fome way farther in order to refreth 
himfelf and family, he topped and pitched his 
tents on a pleafant fpot, at fome diftance fromthe 
Tower of Edar*. During his ftay -here his 
eldeft fon Reuben, having taken a liking to Bil- 
hah (the concubinary wife which Rachel had 
given to Jacob) made no feruple of defiling her. 
Though Jacob took no notice of this difagree- 
able circumftance at the time it occurred, yet he 
was greatly afflicted in his mind, and retained a 
paintul fenfe of it even to his dying day, as is 
evident from a reproachful hint he gave him a 
fhort time before his death t+. 

Though thefe aggravated griefs fat heavy on 
Jacob’s mind, yet he continued his refolution of 
vifiting his aged parent. He accordingly pur- 
fued his journey, and at length came to Mamre 
the place of his father’s abode. It is not to be 
doubted but, at their firft meeting, a reciprocal 
affection difplayed itfelf, as each muft be happy 
in the fight of the other after fo long an abfence. 

With this circumftance the facred hiftorian 
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called Allon-bachuth, from which the Jews have a tradition 
that Rebecca died on the fame day with her nurfe; that 
word, in the Hebrew language, fignifying mourning. 

{| Itis che opinion ‘of the learned Bochart, that this mo- 
nument of Rachel’s (which is the firit we read of in {cripture) 
was a pyramid, curioufly wrought, and raifed upon & baiis of 
twelve large ftones, whereby Jacob intended to intimate the 
number of his fons. It was certainly ftanding in the time 
when Mofes wrote, and, juft before Saul was anointed king, 
there is fome mention made of it, 1 Sam. x.. 2. But that 
the prefent monument cannot be the fame which Jacob erected 
is very manifelt, from its being a modern and Turki itruc- 
ture. Mr. Le Brun, who was at the place, and took a 
draught of it, favs, that the tomb is cut into the cavity of 
arock, and covered with a dome, fupported by four pillars, 
on fragments of a wall, which open to the fepulchre. The 
werk is rude enough, and without any ornament; but the 
whole is as entire as if irhad been but jutt made; which 
makes it hard to imagine that it has fubfitted ever fince Ja. 
cob’stime. Maunerell’s Travels, and Calmet’s Dictionary. 

* Some commentators are of opinion that by the Tower 
of Edar, is meant, the field near Bethlehem, where thofe 
fhepherds were keeping their flock to whom the angels ap- 
peared, and gave information of the birth of ‘Our Saviour. 
Among others, one reafon which induces them to'think fo is, 
becaufe the word Edar, in the Hebrew tongue, fipnifies 
a flack ; fo that what is here called the reaver of Edar thould 
be rendered rhe rower of the flocks... Others are of opinion, 
that by the tower of Edar isto be underttood fome place near 
Jerufalem ; it being tpoken of by. the prophet. Micah as the 
place or ftrong hold of the daughters of Sion. See Mie ' 


+ See Genefis xlix. 4. 
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concludes the life’ of Ifaae, Who; as he inforins 
us, paid the debt of nature in the 186th year of 
his age, being five years older thafi his father 
‘Abraham. He had been very infirm, and almoft 


blind, for a confiderable time ; but was always 
refpectable for his piety, franquillity and fubmif- 
fion to the will of heaven. He was buried by 
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kis two fons; Efau and Jacob, id thé Cave of 
Machpelali, which Abraham purchafed of Ephron 
as a burying-place for his family. It is to be 
obferved, that the death of Haac is ete mentio- 
ned by way of anticipation ; it beirig tertain 
that he lived fome years after Jacob’s return 
from Metfopotamia: pegs 





CH A P. 
SeYeph is hated by bis brethren, who conf{pire againft bis life. 


belonging to the King of Egypt. 
adocgeed in Potipbar's houfe. Refifts the 


Tamar's ftratagem againft her father-in-law. 
temptation of bis miftre/s. 


VIL. 


He is fold ta Potiphar an officer 
Fofeph ts 
ds falfely accufed 


and imprifoned. Gains the favour of the keeper, who commits to bis charge two of Pharaoh's 


Principal 


afficers. 


1” public affairs. 
leaving a pledge, and prom-fing to brin 


He interprets their dreams, as alfo those of the ing Cente , for the latter 
of which he is highly promoted. Marries ina very noble family. 

} As brethren arrive in Egypt, and are imprifoned by hin, but fent back cy 
o hum their youngeft brother Benjamin. 


1s prudent management 


They fulfil 


their engagement, return to Egypt, and are kindly entertained by Fofeph. He at length makes 


himfelf known to them, and fends for bis aged father, 
greatly rejoiced at the news of fo unexpeéted an event. 


who (Juppofing bim to be dead) is 
Fofeph mtroduces his father and bre 


thren to the king, who receives them kindy, and makes ample provifion. jor their Jutur: welfare. 
Death and burial of Facob. Fofeph forgives bis brethren the injuries done to im; th the 


Jormer part of ther hives. 


HE pious Jacob had not long enjoyed 
j the company of his aged father, after his 
return from Mefopotamia, before a circumftance 
occurred which gave him great unhappinefs. 
Jofeph was his beloved child, as being the fon 
of his dear-departed Rachel, befides which he 
particularly attracted the attention of his father 
from his very extraordinary genius. In confe- 
quence of thefe circumftances Jacob, as a token 
of his peculiar love to his favourite Jofeph, gave 
him cloathes much richer than he did the reft; 
and, among others, one coat, which was made of 
a changeable, or party-coloured ftufff{. This 
naturally raifed the envy ofhis brothers ; befides 
which they had for fome time confidered him as 
a {py, becaufe he had told his father of fome 
indifcretions committed by the fons of Bilhah 
and Zilpah, with. whom he was moft conver- 
fant, by frequently affifting them in the care of 
their flocks. From thefe.circumftances, they 
treated Jofeph with contempt, with-held from 
him the common offices of civility, and made it 
their conftant ftudy to perplex and torment 
him. 

But what compleated the envy and refentment 
of Jofeph’s brethren, or rather produced an 
irreconcilable hatred, was, his innocently relating 
to them two dreams, the explanations of which 
feemed to portend his own future greatnefs. 
The fubftance of the firft of thefe dreams was, 
“* that as he was binding fheaves with his bre- 
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t Whatever was the quality of this coat, it is certain that 
it was compofed of various colours; and .as fuch garments 
Were in high efteem among the eaitern nations, and worn 
by perfons of the greateit diltinGion, this party-coloured 
arefs diftinguifhed him above his brethren, and gave rife to 
their jealoufy and hatred. * . ony, : 
_ An ingenious French writer (who'has written a differta- 
tion on this fubje@, which may be found tranflated in the 


fifth volume of the Chriftian’s Magazine, p. 59.) obferves, 
* thar 


though it is not exprefsly faid, yer we may gather || 


Deuth and charaéter of Fofeph. 


thren in the field, his fheaf arofe, and ftood up- 
right, while their fheaves round about fell down, 
and, as it were, made obeifance to his.” “This 
dream being confidered by his brethren as ‘an 
indication of his pride and ambition, their rnalice 
was greatly increafed, but ftill more fo when 
they heard the fubftance of the fecond dream. 
Bebold, fays he, the fun and the moon and the 
eleven ftars made obeifance to me. When Jofeph 
related this laft drearh his father was: prefent, on 
which. the good old man, either to appeafe the 
anger of his other fons, or check that prefump- 
tion, which in young minds fo naturally arifes 


‘from good omens, reprimanded him in thefe 


words, Shall I, and thy brethren, come to bow down 
ourfelves to thee, to the earth. But though Jacob 
thought proper to reprimand his fon Jofeph for 
the reafon here affigned, yet, in his own mind he 
thought there was fomething very ominous in 
the dreams, and that they were predictions of 
events that would fometime or other come tg 
afs. 

After Jofeph had related thefe dreams to his 
brethren (notwithftanding the reprimand given 
him by his father) inftead of their hatred being 
abated, they grew every day more and more ex- 
afperated ; fo that they refolved at length to cut 
him off, and only waited for a convenient oppor- 
tunity for effecting their purpofes, 

Some time after this Jacob, having pur- 
chafed fome land near Shechem, fent all his fons 


(Jofeph 
from the circumftances attending this rebe, that Jacob, in 


| giving it to his fon, exempted him from the employments in 


which his brethren were occupied ; and, accordingly, we do 


not fee him, after this gift, nee fheep with his brethren : 


he flayed at home to comfort his ather, as Benjamin did af. 
terwards; but with this difference, the one only fucceeded 
the other. |The patriarchs bore an e uality with kings, 
enjoyed the fame honours with them, adgave thofe honours 


} tofuch of their foris as they thought fit to didinguiih,” 
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(Jofeph excepted) to keep their flocks there. 
After being abfent a long time, and no intelli- 
gence received of them by Jacob, he was very 
anxious for their welfare, fearing left the inhabi- 
tants of the land fhould revenge on them the 
lofs of their countrymen, who had been put to 
death by Jacob’s fons. To remove thefe 
difagreeable apprehenfions he ordered Jofeph to 
go to Shechem, and enquire after the health and 
welfare of his brethren, and return with all con- 
venient expedition. : ; 

Jofeph, in obedience to his father’s commands, 
fet out for Shechem, which was about fixty miles 
diftane from the place wheré his father now 
dwelt. When he came within fome diftance of 
Shechem, he happened to meet a ftranger, of 
whom he made enquiry after his brethren. ‘The 
ftranger told him, they had removed from She- 
chem fome time, and were gone to a place called 
Dothan, about twenty miles farther to the north. 
Jofeph accordingly haftened to Dothan ; and no 
fooner did his brethren fee him approaching than 
their old malice revived, and they determined to 
embrace this opportunity of deftroying him. 
Behold, (fays one of them to the reft) this dreamer 
cometh: Come now, therefore, and let us flay hii, 
and coft bim inte fome pit, end we will fay, fome 
evil beaft has devourcd him 5 and we fhall fee what 
will become of his dreams. 

This horrid defign would certainly have 
been carried into execution had ir not been for 
the interpofition of Reuben, who ufed the moft 
forcible arguments to diffuade them from em- 
bruing their hands in the blood of their bro~ 
ther §. As they were, however, determined to 
thew fome inftance of their refentment, Reuben 
propofed that they fhould caft Jofeph into the 
next pit, with a defign, no doubt, of taking him 
out privately and conveying him fafe to his fa- 
ther. This propofition being approved of 
by the reft of the brethren, as foon as Jofeph 
came up to them, they immediately feized him, 
and, after taking off his party-coloured garment, 
threw him into a pit, which at that time happened 
to be dry. As foon as this was done Reuben 
withdrew, in order to contrive fome means for 
ref{cuing his brother, whilft the reft, infenfible of 
remorie for the deed they had committed, fat 
down, and regaled themfelves with fuch provi- 
fions as the place afforded. They were fatisfied 
in their minds that their bafe ends would foon 

e anfwered, and that Jofeph muft inevitably 
perifi in the pit for the want of food. But the 





§ Itis reafonable to fuppofe that the principal motive 
which induced Reuben to intercede in behalf of his brother 
wags, to procure a reconciliation with his father, they having 
been long at variance on account of Reuben’s mifcondust in 
laying with Bilhah, his father’s concubinary wife. He knew 
that Jacob loved Jofeph, and that he would never forgive 
thofe who fhould take away his life; and as it is probable his 
father had not fpoken to him for fome time, fo he doubred 
not but he fhould regain his affections by faving the life of | 
his favourite Jofeph. 

« The fpeech which Jofephus puts into the mouth of Reu- 
ben when diffuading his brethren from murdering Jofeph, is 
to the following effeQL: ‘* It were an abominable wicked. 
nels, faid he, to take away the life even of a ftranger, but 
to deftroy a kinfman anda brother, and in that brothera 
father likewife with grief, for the lofs of fo good and 
fo hopeful a fon.——Bethink yourfelves, if any thing can 
be more diabolical. Confider, that there isan all-/ecing . 


' 
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eye ofOmnipotence beheld his diftrefs, and inter~ 
pofed in his behalf; for as Reuben had already been 
the means of preventing his immediate: death ; 
fo Judah now became the means of delivering 
him out of the pit. 

It happened that while they were regaling 
themfelves, they efpied at a diftance a caravan 
of Ifhmaelites, who were travelling from Mount 
Gilead into Egypt with {pices and other merchan- 
dize. The fight of thefe furnifhed Judah with 
a thought in what manner he might fecure his 
brother Jofeph from certain death, and at the 
fame time anfwer their ends by getting him to- 
tally removed. As the caravan approached he 
urged the iniquity of being inftrumental to the 
deftruction of their own brother, by which they 
would contract an eternal ftain of puilr. He 
therefore advifed them to fell him to the Ith- 
maelites, by which means they would not only 
fave his life, but likewife promote their own in- 
tereft. This propofal being univerfaily approved 
of, Jofeph was taken out of the pit, and fold to 
the merchants for twenty pieces of filver ||; and 
the merchants, on their arrival in Egypt, fold 
him again to Potiphar, one of the king’s chief 
officers, and captain of his guards. 

Reuben, who was abfent while this circum- 
{tance happened, came foon after to the pit, in 
order to aflift his brother in making his efcape ; 
but, aftonifhed at not finding him there, he ran 
haftily to his brethren, rent_his clothes, and up- 
braided himfelf as the caufe of his being loft: 
The child, faid he, is not, and whither fball ] go? 
In fhort, he bewailed himfelf to fuch a degree, 
that his brethren, in order to mitigate his grief, 
told him in what manner they had difpofed of 
him ; upon which Reuben, finding it impoffible 
now to recover him, joined with the reft, in 
forming a tale for their father which might take 
from them all fufpicion of their being inftrumen- 
tal to the lofs of his beloved Jofeph. 

To effect this purpofe, they killed a kid, and 
dipping Jofeph’s coat into the: blood, took it to 
their father, telling him they had found it inthe 
field, and were fearful it was their brother’s. 
This (faid they) have we found, know now whether 
it be thy fon’s coat, or no. 

The good old patriarch no fooner faw the coat, 
than he was convinced to whom it belonged, and 
not fufpecting that any human hand could be 
guilty of fuch unnatural cruelty as to murder 
him, concluded that he had been unhappily de- 
voured by fome wild beaft. This lofs was the 

moft 


i 
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God, who will be the avenger as wellas the awitne/s of this 
horrid murder. Bethink yourfelves, I fay, and repent of 
your barbarous purpofe. You muft never expe to commit 
this Aagitious villainy, and the Divine vengeance not overtake 
you; for God’s providence is every where, in the wilder- 
nefs as well as in the city ; and the horrors of a guilty con- 
fcience will purfue you wherever you go. But, put the cafe 
your brother had done you fome wrong; yet, is it not our 
duty to pafs over the offences of our friends? When the fim- 
plicity of his youth may juitly plead his excufe, his brothers ' 
certainly, of all men living, fhould. be his friends and guar- 
dians, rather than his muracrers; efpecialiy when the ground 
-of all your quarrel is this, that God loves your brother,. and 
your brother loves God.”? Jofephus, lib. IL. chap. 3. 

|, This was to the amount of about forty-feven fhillings - 
fterling. A very low price indeed ! But probably no more’ 
was afked, that the merchants might not hefitate at - 
making the purchafe. z * 
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moft fevere he had ever fuftained. When his 
beloved Rachel died, it was in a natural way ; 
but Jofeph (according to his prefent apprehen-: 
fion) is, by a favage animal, barbaroufly torn in 
pieces before his time. His grief, t erefore; 
knew no bounds ; he rent his cloathes, put on 
fackcloth, and mourned for his beloved fon 


many days: nay, fo cxceffive was his affliction, 


that when his children in general endeavoured 
to comfort him, it availed nothing, and all the 
anfwer he made them was, that he could only 
ceafe to mourn when he fhould follow him 
in the path of mortality *. 


ool 


In conformity to the Sacred Hiftorian, we 
mutt here make a fhort digreffion from the farther 
tranfactions of Jofeph, in order to admit fome 
occurrences which are materially connected with 
the Hiftory, and, therefore muft not be fuffered 
to pafs unnoticed f. 

Some time before Jofeph was fold into F.gypt, 
Judah (his father’s fon by Leah,) and who had 
been the means of faving his brother’s life, mar- 
ried a Canaanitifh woman, named Shuah, by 
whom he had three fons, viz. Er, Onan, and 
Shelah. 

In procefs of time, when Er, his eldeft fon, 
grew up to years of maturity, he took him a 
wife whofe name was Tamar; but Er, being 
naturally of a very wicked difpofition, the Al- 
mighty was pleafed to cut him off before he had 
any children by his wife. In confequence of this 
Judah (agreeable to the cuftom of the country) 
advifed Onan, his fecond fon, to marry his bro- 
ther’s widow, in order to preferve the fucceffion 
of his family. Onan feemingly obeyed his fa- 
ther’s orders, but not brooking the thoughts 
that any of his children fhould inherit his bro- 
ther’s name (which muft have been the cafe had 
Tamar borne aim any) he took a very wicked 
method of avoiding it, for which offence he was 
(as his brother had been before him) punifhed 
‘with fudden death. ; 


Shelah, the third fon, being as yet.too young . 


for marriage, Judah defired his daughter-in-law 
Tamar to retire to her father’s houfe, and there 
remain a widow, till his fon became of proper 


age, at which time he would make him her 
hufband. 





* What an affecting idea is here conveyed to. the mind of 
the reader! The hoary patriarch rends his clothes, covers 
his aged body with fackcloth, and refufes to be comforted. 
Thus Achilles in Homer exprefies his grief, on receiving the 
news of Patroclus’s death : 








With furious hands he fpread 
The fcorching afhes on his graceful head ; 
His purple garments, and his golden hairs, 
Thofe he deforms with duft, and thefe with tears. 


Pore. 


+ Though the paft and following events feem to be con- 
netted by the facred writer, yet the marriage of Judah cer- 
tainly took ‘place long before Jofeph was fold into Egypt ; 
and, in all probability, a fhort time after Jacob’s return from: 
his .uncle Laban. 

t That veils were not peculiar to harlots, but worn by 
the moft modeft women in thofe times, there is not the leait 
doubt ; -yet as harlots were not then allowed to enter into ci- 
ties, they ufually fatin the public. ways, and covered their 
faces with a veil, in order to conceal their infamy; and 
fome affert that the veils they wore differed from thofe ufed 
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‘Famar obeyed her father-in-law’s commands, 
arid Waited titl Shelah was corte to man’s eftate ; 
but finding no fignis of his intending to fulfil his 
promifé, fhe determined on revenge ‘for her dif- 
appointment, which fe effected by the following 
ftratagem. : are 

Shuah, Judah’s wife, had been fome time dead, 
and as foon as the ufual time of mourning was 
expired, he went, accompanied by a particular 
frierid, to Timriath, in order to participate of 
the accuftomed amiufemerits of fheep-fhearing: 

Tamar, having received previous tntelligerice 
of lis intended excurfion, and the time of his 
x0ing, threw off her widow’s habit, and dreffing 
Rerfelt like a courtezan, fhe threw a viel { over 
her face, and then placed herfelf between two: 
ways through one of which fhe knew Judah mutt 
neceffarily pats in his road to Timinath. 

As foon as Judah faw her he took her to be 
what fhe appeared, and accordingly, in a very 
familiar manner, paid his addreffes to her. Pre- 
vious, however, to any farther intimacy, fhe in- 
fitted upon having fome reward for her compli- 
ance, which he readily agreed to, and promifed to 
fend her akid; but fhe having a farther defign 
upon him, demanded a pledge for the perform- 
ance of his promife, which was, his fignet §, his 
bracelet, and his ftaff. Judah readily complying 
with this requeft, they retired together, the con- 
fequence of which was that Tamar {oon after 
proved with child. 

Agreeable to the promife made by Judah to 
‘Tamar, previous to their intercourle, the former 
fent his Hirah (for that was his name) with 
a kid to redeem his pledge ; but when he came 
to the place the woman was gone, nor could he, 
upon the ftriéteft enquiry, learn that any fach 
perfon as he defcribed had been ever there. This 
circumftance greatly perplexed Judah, who, upon 
cool refleétion, thought it moft prudent to fet 
her go with the pledges, fearing if he fhould 
make farther fearch after her, it might injure his 
reputation. 

About three-months after this Judah received 
intelligence that his daughter-in-law had played 
the harlot, and that fhe was certainly with child. 
Enraged at her incontinency, he ordered her to 
be brought forth, and, according to the laws of 
the country, publickly burnt . | 


Tamar; 





by modeft women. Tamar affumed that chara&er, moft pro- 


bably, to engage Shelah, who was her bretrothed hufband, 


_and who fhe might expeét would come with his father; but, 


being difappointed of him, fhe gratified Judah, in order to 
be again eles into the family, 

§ The word here tranflated a fgner fhould have been a 
ring, which ornaments were then worn according to their’ 
different ranks. At that time there could be no occafion for 
fignets, it being moft probable that writing was not then 
known, By the word bracelets is generally underftooda gir- 


‘dle of twifted filk, which either hang trom the neck; or was 


faftened round the waift fomewhat in the form of a child’s 


fath. 


jf It may appear ftrange that Judah fhould have fuch au. 
thority as to order this punifhment to be infli&ted on his 
daughtersin-law Tamar. But it is to be obferved, that the 


_antients fuppofed every man to be judge or chief magiftrate 


in his own family ; fothat though ‘amar was a Canaanite, 
yet, as fhe married into Judah’, family, and brought dif- 
grace upon it, fhe neceflarily lay ander the cognizance of 
him, who may be fuppofed, from what fullowed, tu have 
fufpended the fentence, till he had made farther enquiry 


‘into the nature of her offence. 
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; 7 amar, inftead of being alarmed at this dread- 
ful fentence pronounced againft her, only ‘fent 
the pledgesto Judah, and with them this meflage, 


«© That the man to whom thofe belonged was: 


the very perfon by whom fhe was with child.” 

Judah, ftruck with confufion at the fight of 
the pledge he fo well knew, and reflecting on the 
injury he had done Tamar in not fulfilling the 
promife of giving her his fon in marriage, he 
acknowledged her to be lefs culpable in the 
whole affair than himfelf. She bath, faid he, 
been more righteous than I*. Tamar’s ends 
were anfwered in this ftratagem, for Judah im- 
mediately took her home to his houfe, but never 
after had any intercourte with her. 

When the time of Tamar’s delivery came, fhe 
was brought-to-bed of twins, whofe births were 
attended with thefe fingular circumftances. One 
of them having put forth his hand, the midwife 
immediately tied round it a fcarlet thread, in 
order to diftinguifh him as the firft-born; but 
the child having withdrawn his Hand, the other 
made its way, and came firft into the world, 
This occafioned his name to be called Pharez, 
which fignifies breaking forth: the other was 
called Zarah, which implies He arifeth, alluding 
to the fign he gave of his coming by putting 
forth his hand. 

- What farther circumftances occurred, after 
this, relative to Tamar, we are not informed ; 
but it is reafonable to fuppole that fhe continued 
the remainder of her life in the houfe of Judah, 
and that fhe lived the whole time in a ftate of 
widowhood. 


Having, with the facred hiftorian, mentioned 

the before-entioned particulars relative to Ju- 
dah and his family, we fhall, in like manner, now 
refume the hiftory of Jofeph, and relate the va- 
‘ious adventures and enterprizes that befell him 
during his refidence in Egypt. 
' From the time that Jofeph had firft admiffion 
into Potiphar’s family, he conducted himfelf 
with the greateft diligence and fidelity. By his 
faithful fervices he fo obtained the favour of his 
mafter, that after fome time, he not only dif- 
miffed him from every laborious employment, 
but made him fuperintendant of his whole pro- 
perty, and committed the charge of his houfe 
folely to his care and direétion. 

Jofeph, being then appointed principal mana- 
ger of his mafter’s affairs both within doors and 





* He does not fay ‘Tamar was more holy or chafte, but 
more righteous or juft; that is, Judah, not keeping his 
promife in masrying her to Shelah, provoked her to lay this 
trap for him, refolving, fince he would not let let her have 
children by Shelah, fhe would have them by him. Thus, 
though the may be deemed more wicked in the fight of God, 
fhe appearcth more juft in the opinion of Judah. 

+ This anfwer was traly noble, and is highly worthy of 
imitation : it {peaks a mind whofe paffions are in fubjecton 
to the ruling principle of reafon and confcience ; a mind that 
had the moft delicate fentiments of honour, and the moi 
lively impreffions of religion. His honeit heart ftartles at the 
thought of committing fo foul a crime as adultery ; and the 
ingratitude and breach of truit with which it would have 
heen accompanied in him, prefents it to his mind in the 


blackeft colours; fo-that thefe virtuous fentiments concurring - 


with his awful reverence of the Supreme Being, who beholds 


“Hoon Tr 
without, the: Lord was pleafed ‘to: beftow a 
bleffing on the houfe of the Egyptian, who, 
by means of Jofeph, flourifhed exceedingly, and 
being fenfible of the caufe of his very fagular 
fuccefs, daily incréaféd in his good offices to- 
wards his faithful fervant. Rb Ts dad 


-° Thus circumftanced, Jofeph had reafon to 


hope for a comfortable life, though fold to fla- 
very ; and to expeét, in time, his liberty as 2 
reward for his truth and fidelity. But it pleafed 
the Almighty farther to exercife his faith and 
patience, in order to prepare him for a ftil¥ 
brighter difplay of his’ grace and goodnefs to- 


- wards his chofen people. 


Jofeph was now about twenty-feven years of 
age, of a comely form, beautiful complexion, 
and winning deportment, Thefe united charins 
not only engaged the attention, but alfo excited 
the love, of his malfter’s wife, who, when all. 
tacit tokens to draw the youth into an indulgence 
of her unlawful flame failed, was fo fired by her 
eager paffion, that fhe broke through every rule 
of decency, and, in plain terms, courted hini to 
her bed. But how great was her furprize, when, 
inftead of a ready compliance, as fhe probably 
expected, fhe found herielf not only denied, but 
likewife feverely reprimanded for her diffolute 
and illegal paflion! Behold, faid he, my sajtcr 
wotteth not what is with me in the houfe, and be 
hath committed all that be hath to my hand, There 
is none greater in this boufe than I, neither hath he 
kept back any thing from me, but thee, because thou 
art bis wifes bow then can I do this great wicked- 
nefs and fis againft God ? + 

But this repulfe, fufficient to have filled with 
fhame a mind not entirely loft to honour and 
vittue, had no effect on this lewd woman, who 
determined ftill, if poffible, to obtain her ends. 
After making feveral other fruitleis attempts, at 
length a favourable opportunity offered for acy 
complhifhing her wifhes, It happened ene day 
that Potiphar was engaged abroad on fome par- 
ticular bufinefs, and all the fervants, except: Jo- 
feph, were employed about their work in the 
adjoining fields. In the courfe of the day (having 
properly prepared herfelf for the purpofe) Ja 
feph’s miftrefs called him to her apartment, 
which he had no fooner entered, than fhe ad- 
dreffed herfelf to him in a language calculated 
to {teal the foul from virtue, and melt the coldeft 
continence into the warmett defires t. But Jo- 
feph’s integrity was not to be fhaken. Though 
her arguments were enforced with all the blan- 

difhments 





and judges all the aftions of the fons of men, enabled him 
to repel this violent affault with the utmoft horror and in- 
dignation, This is.an example of the greateft probity and 
inflexible integrity ; an example worthy the higheft com- 
mendation. Jofeph was then a fervantin a ftrange country : 
he was tempted by an imperious woman: if he complied, 
he would be fure of concealments and rewards; he would 
be fure.to enjoy his place, and be advanced; if he rcfilted, 
he muft ae to be accufed arty treated as a ‘criminal, be 
deprived of his place, of his liberty, of his fame, and pet- 
haps of his life too. Thefe are weighty confiderations ; but 
he prefers: chains, ignominy, and even ‘death itfelf, to the 
crime of committing {0 heinous an ation, and finning ‘againft 
God. : fe 
t Jofephus fays, that Potiphar’s wife took the opportunity 
of a certain feftival (to which all the family were gone tk. 
cept fhe and Jofeph) to tempt him ; that, feigning herfélt 
As ae ess as ; OS Ref 
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difhments of art, they made not the-leaft im- 
preffion on him. On the -contrary,.He again ex- 
poftulated § with her on the heinoufrrefs of the 
crime, begging her not-to defire- him -to-commit 
an aét which muft be deftructive to him,.and' dif- 
graceful to her. But all his reafonings were of 
frone effect: inftead of her paflion being allayed, 
it was farther inflamed, and at length, breaking 
through all decency, fhe caught him. by his 
cloak, and attempted to compel him to:compli- 
ance. He ftruggled with his miftrefs for fome 
time,and finding he had no other way of efcaping, 
he flipped: himfelf from his garment, which he 
left in her hand, and precipitately fled. 

Fired with refentment at the fuppofed indig- 
nity, and fearful of the difgrace that would attend 
the difcovery of her fhameful paffion, fhe re- 
folved to fhield herfelf by laying a malicious 
accufation againft Jofeph. Accordingly, fhe 
began by making a moft horrid outcry, which 
immediately brought in all the fervants, who were 
within hearing, to her affiftance. As foon as 
they entered the'room, fhe fhewed them Jofeph’s 
cloak, and at the fame time thus vehemently 
exclaimed : See, faid fhe, be hath brought in an 
Hebrew unto us to mock us: he came in unto me to 
lie with me. And farther to engage them in 
her caufe when the affair fhould come to exami- 
nation, fhe craftily added, And | cried with a loud 
voice, and when he heard it, he left his garment with 
me and fed. Having then prepared the fervants 
to confirm her declaration, fhe laid the cloak by 
hier, in order to produce it as an evidence againft 
Jofeph when his mafter fhould return. 


By the time Potiphar came home, the had: 


drefied up the ftory fo well, and expreffed the 


pretended indignity put upon her by the He-. 
brew || fervant (as fhe called him) with fuch an 
air of refentment, that he made no doubt of the 


truth of her tale. The credulous hufband, little 


fufpecting his wife’s treachery, was particularly | 


the cloak, |; 
and therefore, without making the leaft enquiry | 


prepoffefied with the circumftance o 


into the. merits of the caufe, immediately com- 
mitted Jofeph to the king’s prifon, 


Though the innocent Fofeph was thus perfe- 
cuted, in confequence of his bafe and treacherous 


miftrefs; and was thereby bereft both of friends 
and relations, yet he was not without that 
Divine friend who had hitherto protected him. 
He had not been long in prifon before his virtu- 


fick, fhe, by that means, decoyed him into her apartment, 
and then addreffed him in words to the following effedt : 
id NelpeSy faid fhe, for my rank, and pity for my paffion, 


ae oug’ 
« 


“* ing, and preventing tho 


“* fhame. - You may, however, by your prefent behaviour, 
‘* induce me to pardon what is patt. Thave conterfeited 
‘* indifpofition to evince my affection, and how much I 
** prefer you to thofe, diftinguifhed charafters with. whom I 
“© have acquaintance. My paffion remains with encreafed 
ardor; therefore, beware of .a fecond refufal, lef it 
Should draw on you my keenetft refentment, and caufe 
me to lay fuch an accufation againit you to my hufband, 
“ lad no arguments of yours will perfuade him tq difbe- 
leve.”? ; ; ; 

.§ The fabftance of Jofeph’s fecond expoftaiation with his 
‘mittrefs, as related by Jofephus, is to this effeét: « What, 
** felicity, faid he, can a temporary pleafure beftow where. 
‘* pain and remorfe are its immediate confequences? Can 


“6 
‘ce 
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‘thy office.” 


t to have prevented the repulfe you have given me. . 
You fhould have faved my blufhes by conceiving my mean- : 

e expreffions I now recolleé& with | 
“ life trul 


‘they had attempted to poifon him. 
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. ous-and obliging deportment gained him the 
, peculiar favour of the keeper, infgmiuch that he 


net only entruftd him with the: nfanacement of 


. the affairs belonging to the prifod; but alfe-with 


the cuftody of the prifoners themfelves. 
Some time after Jofeph’s confinement, it hap- 
pened that two perfons of note (namely, the king’s 


- cup-bearer and his chief baker) were, for fome 


offence or other*, committed to the fame prifen; 
and being delivered. to the care of Jofeph, le 
atteaded them in perfon, and, by that means, an 
intimacy between them was foon eftablithed. 
Jofeph going one morning to their apartment, 
as he was accuftomed to do, found them both in 
a very penfive and melancholy fituation. On 
enquiring the caufe of this fudden change, they 
told him, that each had (the preceding night) 
a very extraordinary dream ; and that they were 
uneafy on account of being in a place, where they 
could not have a perfon to interpret them. To 
allay their fuperftitious humour in trufting to 
diviners and foothfayers, Jofeph told them, that 
the interpretation of dreams did not depend upon 
rules of art; but, if there was any certainty in 
them it muft proceed from a Divine infpiration. 
Having faid this, he defired that each would re- 
late the particulars of what they had dream, 


_ and he would give them his opinion with refpect 


to the interpretation. 

The cup-bearer told his dream firft, the fub- 
ftance of which was, as follows: “ That in his 
fleep he fancied he faw a vine, with three branches, 
which, all on a fudden, budded, then’ bloffomed, 
and at length brought forth ripe grapes: that he 
held Pharaoh’s cup in his hand, prefled the juice 
into the fame, and gave it to the king, who, as 
ufual, took it and drank.” This dream Jofeph 
interpreted thus : ‘The three branches, fays he, 
denote three days, within which Pharaoh will 
reftore thee to thy place, and thou fhalt, as ufual, 
give him to drink, according to the duties of 
He then told the cup-bearer that, 
if his interpretation proved true, he hoped he 
would, in his profperity, remember him,: and 
recommend his cafe to the king, fince the truth 


| was, he had been fraudulently taken from his 


‘own country, and thrown into. prifon, without 
having been guilty of the leaft offence. 

The Baker, hearing fo happy an interpretation 
of the cup-bearer’s dream, was the more ready 
to relate his, which was to this effeét: “* That 

while 





‘* that be deemed 2 gratification which is productive of re- 
‘** gret? Nuptial pleafures are innocent, but adulterous in- 
“¢ Bul pesciss with a fervant would render you contemptible 
indeed.. Endeavour to poffefs a good confcience, as that 
will always fecure you happinefs, and fhun a fecret a@ 
of. infamy, which would render the remainder .of your 
miferable.”” . 

lf} She did not call Jofeph by his own name, ‘but that of ° 
the people’ to whom. he belonged. This fhe did in order to 
encreafe her hufband’s rage againft him, the Egyptians and 


&s 
“ce 


a 


‘ 


“Hebrews being, at this time, inveterate enemies to each 


other. os: d 
* The authors of the Univerfal Hiftory are of opinion, 


. that the crime of which thefe men were accufed was that of 


having embezzled the king’s treafure; but the Targum fays, 
Whatever were their 
crimes, théy muit have been very’ great perfons with -refpect 
to their birch; for, according to Diodorus Siculus, none but 
the fons of the chief priets were admitted into thote 


offices. 
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while, as he thought, he had on his head three 
wicker-bafkets, in the uppermott of which were 
feveral kinds ef baked meats for the king’s table, 
the birds camey.and eat them out of the bafket.” 
The interpretation Jofeph gave of this dream 
was, “that the three bafkets (even as the three 
branches had done) fignified three days; but 
that, in the {pace of that time, the king, having 
enquired into his condudt, and found him guilty, 
would order him to be firft beheaded, and after- 
wards his body to be hanged on a gibbet, for 
the fowls of the air to devour his fleth f. 

As Jofeph had foretold, fo it came to pafs ; 
for, three days after this, the cup-bearer was re- 
ftored, and the Baker hanged. ‘The cup-bearer, 
however, proved very ungrateful to Jofeph, in 
not ufing the leaft endeavours to get his releatc- 
ment, and he might probably have continued in 
prifon the remainder of his life, had it not been 
for the following incident. 

When Jofeph had been more than two years 
in prifon, it happened that Pharaoh, the king, 
had, in one night, two very portendous dreams, 
which gave him the more uncafinefs becaufe 
none of the Egyptian Magi t (whom he con- 
fulted the next morning) could give him the 
leaft explanation of their meaning. While the 
king was in this ftate of perplexity on account 
of his dreams, he received fome agreeable in- 
telligence from his cup-bearer, who, recollesting 


Jofeph, told him, that while he and the chief 


baker were under his majefty’s difpleafure in 
prifon, each of them, in the fame night, had a 
dream, which a young man, an Hebrew, then 
in prifon with them, interpreted exactly and as 
the events happened ; and that in his opinion, 
he had a talent that way much fuperior to any 
that had been hitherto confulted. 

Pharaoh was fo pleafed with this intelligence, 
and {fo anxious to have his dreams explained, 
that he immediately difpatched a meffenger to 
the prifon, with orders to bring Jofeph before 
him. Accordingly, after having fhaved himielf, 
and put on his beft attire, he left the prifon, and 
being conducted’ to the palace was immediately 
introduced to the king, who, atter a fhort time, 
related to him his dreams as follow: “ That, as 
he was walking on the banks of the river §, he 
faw feven fat kine come out of ii, and feed on 
the meadow ; after which feven others, exceeding 
lean, and frightful to behold, came alio to the 
river, and devoured the feven fat kine. That 
after this he dreamt again, and fancied he faw 
feven full ears of corn, proceeding all from the 





+ [: mav appear flrange that the facred hitorian fhould 
mention the baker’s being firft beheaded, and afterwards 
hanged. But ic is to be obferved that this practice was com- 
soon at that time. Hence Jeremiah fays, princes were hanged 
ap by their Lands, intimating that their heads had been pre- 
vioufly cnt off. See Lamentations v. 12. Alo 1 Sam. 
XXX. Q. 10. 

{ The magicians, or interpreters of dreams, were, at that 
time, aregular body of people in Egypt, and always con~ 
faulted with refped to their pretended knowledge of future 
events. ‘Lheir method of interpretation way from an atten 
tive confideration of the fymbols or imeges that appeared. in 
the dream. “[hus, the beit they could pictend was no moie 
than conje@ture 5 but they always gave their anfwers to what- 
ever queftions they were afked in fuch ambiguous words that 
they.cculd hardly be detected. 

§ The river here mentioned was the Nile, fo much cele- 
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fame ftalk, which were, in like manner with the 
kine, devoured by feven others that were blafted 
and withered.” a 

When the king had finifhed relating his, 
dreams, Jofeph (after giving him to underftand. 
that it was by the affiftance || of God alone he 
was enabled to be an interpreter of dreams) told 
him, “that the feven kine, and feven ears of 
corn, fignified the fame thing, and the repetition 
of the dream only denoted the certainty of the 
event ; that, therefore, as the lean kine feemed 
to eat up the fat, and the withered ears of corn. 
to confume the full and flourifhing; fo, after 
feven years of great plenty, other feven years of 
extreme farrine would fucceed, infomuch that 
the remembrance of plenty would be loft through- 
out the land of Egypz.” 

After Jofeph had thus interpreted the king’s 
dreams, he advifed him to improve the hints 
given in them, by appointing forme wife and pru- 
dent perfon over his whole kingdom, who fhould 
take care to build granaries, and appoint officers 
under him, in every province, and that thefe 
officers fhould collect, and lay up, a fifth part of 
each plentiful year’s produce, that a proper fup- 
ply might be had during the fucceeding years of 
famine, 

‘This careful and prudent advice was highly 

approved of by the king, who, ftruck with the 
extraordinary forefight and fagacity of Jofeph, 
did not long hefitate in fixing the perfon thus 
recommended ; for, turning firft to his fubjects, 
and then to Jofeph, he thus refpeétively ad- 
dreffed them: “ Can we, fays he, find fuch aone 
“as this is? a man in whom the Spirit. of God 
is Foraimuch as God has fhewed thee all 
this, there is none fo difcrect and wife as thou 
art: thou fhalt be over my houfe; and ac- 
cording to thy word fhall all my people be 
ruled: only ia the throne will I be greater 
than thou.” 
Having faid this, Pharaoh appointed Jofeph 
his deputy over the land of Egypt, and imme- 
diately invefted him with the enfigns of that high 
ftation. He took the ring from his own finger, 
and put iton Jofeph’s; caufed him to be cloathed 
in a robe of fine linen, and put a golden chain 
about his neek. He ordered him to ride in the 
chariot next to his; and that wherever he went 
heralds fhould go before, to give notice of his 
coming to the people, who fhould fhew cheir 
fubjection to him by bending the knee as he 
pafied. 

Pharaoh having thus beftowed on Jofeph the 

greatcit 
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brated in antient hiftory. This river has its rife in Numidia, 
and after running many miles northward through a couatry 
fcorched with the violent heat of the fun, it enters Upper 
Egypt wish great force, and paffes over a cataract or broken 
rock. Fiom hence it continwes its courfe Mill north, and 
receiving the addition of inany other rivers, it falls over 
another cataraét, and then continues its courfe to the Lowe-- 
Egypt as far as Grand Cairo, after which it divides itlelf 
into three branches, in the form of the Greels letter A, and- 
then empties itielf into the Mediterranean Sea. Once every: 
year it overflows the grea.cr part of Lower Egypt, and from 
that proceeds cither fearcity or pienty. If the water rifes- 
too high, fearcity enfues, becaufe ic lies too long on the 
grourd ; and if too low, then there is not a fediciency to 

fertilize the foil,, , 
i) ‘he antwer Jifeph gave the king when he frit aiked 
him to inierpret his dreains was exceeding mcdeit, and much 
ut 
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‘ ereateft power.and highelt honours, in order to 
attach him more ftrongly ‘to his intereft, asf 
make him forget the very thoughts of ever re- 
turning to his own country, changed his name 
from Jofeph to Zaphnath-paaneah * ; foon after 
which he procured him an honourable alliance, 
by marriage, with Afenath, the daughter of Po- 
tipherah, prieft, or prince of Ox t. 

Jofeph’s prediction began now to be fulfilled ; 
and the plenteous years having commenced, he 
entered upon the duties of the high office with 
which he had been invefted. He made a progrefs 
throughout the whole kingdom, built granaries 
in all the principal places, and appointed proper 
officers to colleét and lay up the ftipulared quan- 
tity of provilions. The fame method he inva- 
riably purfued every feafon of the fruitful years, 
till at length he had amaffed fuch quantities of 
corn as even to exceed computation. 

During the feven years of plenty, Jofeph had 
two fons by his wife Afenath, the firft of whom 
he called Manaffzh, intimating that God had 
made him forget, all his toils; and the other he 
called Ephraim, becaufe he had made him fruit- 
ful in the land of his affliction. 

The feven years of plenty being expired, thofe 
of dearth commenced, according to Jofeph’s 
prediétion, and the famine was not only fpread 
throughout the land of Egypt, but alfo the 
neighbouring countries. But through Jofeph’s 

rovident care, under the bleffing of Divine 
Providence, Baye was fo well furnifhed with 
provifions, as not only to fupply its own inhabi- 
tants, but allo foreigners, with bread. and other 
neceffaries of life. The king referred all who 
applied to him for thefe articles to Jofeph, who 
opened the ftorehoufes, and fold to the Egyptians 

_and others, in fuch quantities, and at fuch rates, 
as feemed to him moft juft and equitable. 

The famine having penetrated as far as the 
land of Canaan, and particularly affected that 
part of the country where Jacob refided, he, 
hearing there was corn to be bought in Egypt, 
fent ten of his fons chither for that purpofe. On 
their arrival they were directed to apply to Jo- 
feph for an order, whom they no fooner ap- 

roached, than they bowed themfelves before 
im, as a token of reverence to his dignified 
office. 

Jofeph, at firft fight, knew his brethren, but 
did not chufe, at prefent, to make himfelf known 





the fame nature with that given by Daniel to king Nebu- 
chadnezzar. See Danicl ii. 28, 29, He elevates the mo- 
narch’s mind to the firft caufe of the dreams which fo troubled 
him, aud engages his attention by making him hope he 
fhould give him an anfwer, of which God Rimfelf was the 


author: Jt fs not, fays he, in me; God fhail give Pharach | 


an anfwer of peace. Which was as much as‘to fay, “ I have 
no more skill than thofe already confulted ; from God alone 
the interpretation muft proceed ; and He, I traf, will give 
2 favouraole one to your dreams.” 


_ © The generality of interpreters are of opinion, that this 
is a Coptic word, and implies a revealer of feerets, alluding 
to Jofeph’s having interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams. It was 
cuftomary, at this time, for princes to give foreigners a 


new name, to denote their naturalization, to take away all . 


invidious diftin@tion and declare them worthy of their moft 
intimate favour and protection. - ; aie 


+ On was a famous city in Egypt, fituated between’ the 
Nile and the Arabian Gulph, about twenty miles from 


Memphis, the metropolis of the kingdom. Here was cele- 
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to them, intending to take this opportunity-of 
ifhing them for the ill-treatment he had. re- 
ceived at their hands. The better to effect his 
urpofe, inftead of fpeaking to them himfelf, 
€ appointed an interpreter, who, by his di- 
re€tions, with a fevere look, and angry tone of 
voice,afked them, from whence they came ? They 
anfwered, “ From the land of Canaan to buy. 


-provifions ;” upon which he charged them with 


eing fpies, who came thither for no other pur- 
pofe but to difcover the weaknefs of the country. 
‘They replied, that they came with no other in- 
tent than purely to buy corn for their numerous 
family ; and that they were all the fons of one 
man §, who, once, indeed, had twelve, ‘but that 
the youngeft was left at home, and the next to 
him was dead. 

But Jofeph ftill infitted they were fpies, and, 
to put their honefty to the teft, made this propo- 
fition: ‘* That fince, as they faid, they had a 
younger brother at home, fome one of them 
fhould be difpatched to bring him, whilft the reft 
fhould be kept in confinement till his arrival ; 
and if they did not affent to this he fhould confi- 
der them in no other light than that of {pies and 
enemies.” Having faid this, he ordered them 
all to prifon, there to remain till they fhould 
give a proper anfwer to the matter propofed. 

On the third day of their confinement Jofeph 
fent for them again, and fhewing a more pleafant 
countenance than he had yet done, told them, 
(by means of his interpreter) that as him- 


‘felf feared God, and was defirous of acting 


juftly by them, he was unwilling that their fa- 
mily fhould want provifion, or that they them- 
felves fhould fuffer, if innocent. He therefore 
propofed, ‘* That one of them fhould be con- 
fined .as an hoftage for the reft, while they 
returned with the corn for the family ; and 
that, when they came again, and brought their 
youngeft brother with ‘them, the one confined 


-fhould be immediately. releafed, and all of them 
-confidered as men of honefty and integrity.” 


Being reduced to a ftate of extremity, and 
knowing it was in vain to remonttrate with one, 
under whofe immediate power they were, they 
unanimoufly (though, no doubt, with reluctance) 
agreed to this propofal. The interpreter was 
at this time abfent, and (fuppofing no one elfe 
underftood their language) they, imagining their 
prefent diftreffed firuation was a punifhment for 


their 





brated an annual feftival in honour of the fun, from which 
it was afterwards called Heliopolis. The word we tranflate 
prief may fignify one who minifters at the altar, or one who 
governs in civi] affairs: priefts were antiently the chief mes 
of the kingdom ; for kings themfelves were priefts. | 

} This manner of falutation was common in their own 
country, .but not in cane the. Egyptians : a fufficient 
proof that Jacob’s family had little or no acquaintance with 
the inhabitants of the neighbouring kingdoms. But by 
‘ufing the cuftomary form of their family, they fulfilled the 


.dreams of Jofeph (as far as they had any relation to them- 
.felves) and, no doubt, brought thofe dreams to Jofeph’s re- 
‘membrance, —" ; 


§ This part of their anfwer was certainly very. pertinent, 
as it was not probable, that a father would have fent his 


fons, and mach lefs all of them, in one company, upon fo 


senpes an expedition : nor, that one particular perfon, 
or family, would have formed a defign againft fo capital a 
kingdom as that of Egypt. 
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their cruel treatment of their brother, began Cin 
Jofeph’s prcener) to condemn each other for 
their barbarous conduct. ‘* Juftly, faid they, 
do we now fuffer for otir cruelty to our bro- 
ther, to whom we refufed mercy, though he 
peaees it in the anguifh of his foul; therefore 
God is juft in fending upon us this diftrefs.” 
Reuben (who was not fo culpable as the reft) 
told them, that all this mifchief might have been 
prevented had they liftened to his counfel, and 
not acted fo inhumanly to their innocent bro- 
ther, for whofe fake it was no more than what 
they might expeét, that vengeance, at one time 
or other, would certainly overtake them. 

Though Jofeph could counterfeit the ftranger 
in his looks, his mien and his voice, yet he ftill 
retained the brother in his heart. The confu- 
Gion and diftrefs of his brethren awakened all 
his fraternal tendernefs, and he was obliged to 
withdraw from their prefence to give a vent to 
his paffions. In a fhort time, however, he re- 
turned, and after commanding Simeon || to be 
bound in their prefence, he fent him to prifon. 
Having done this he fet all the reft at liberty, 
and ordered the officer, who diftributed the 
corn, to fupply them with what they wanted, 
and at the fame time (unknown to them) to 
put each man’s money into the mouth of his 
fack. 

Thefe orders being punctually obeyed, they 
fet out for Canaan, and at the clofe of their firft 
day’s journey, met with a circumftance they 
little expected. One of them opening -his fack 
to give his afs provender, obferved his money in 
the mouth of it, which, on examination, ap- 
peared to be the cafe with all the reft. This 
unexpected event gave them great uneafinefs, 
and, looking confufedly at each other, they 
exclaimed, What is this God hath. done unto us ? 
‘They imagined it to be a plot concerted by the 
viceroy of Egypt, and that he intended, on 
theiy return, to make them flaves, by accufing 
them of theft. 


Profecuting their journey, they at length ar- | 


rived at the habitation of their venerable parent, 
to whom they related all the particulars of their 
journey into the land of Egypt. They informed 
him of the treatment they had received from 
the viceroy: that he had accufed them of being 
fpies, and that they had no method of clearing 
themfelves, but by leaving Simeon bound in 
prifon, as a pledge, till they fhould return with 


Benjamin, on which terms alone their innocence 4 


could be juttified. 
The good old patriarch was fenfibly affected 
at thefe melancholy tidings, and, in the affliction 





{{ The Jewith Rabbies fay, that Jofeph determined to re- 
tain Simeon rather than any other, becaufe it was he who 
threw him into the pit. This tradition is far from being 
improbable, It is certain that Reuben: was defirous of faving 


Jofeph, and Judah inclined to favour him ; fol that if Si- 


meon had joined with them, their authority: might have 
prevailed over the reft to fave him. We may to this, 
that Simeon was a violent man, as is evident from bis bar- 
barous treatment of the Shechemites ; and chat Jofeph might 
one proper to detain him, as it would leaft affliét his fa. 
ther, 7 : Wee 

* Nothing can be more tender and picturefque than thefe 
words of the venerable patriarch. Suill affected with the 
remembrance of his beloved Rachel, he cannot think of 


‘the lo& of his fon Heétor: - 


Boor I 
of his foul, thus complained: That one way 


{ Or ether, he had been deprived of his children 5 


that Jofeph was dead, Simeon was left in Egypt, 
and now they were going to take Benjamin 
from him likewife, which were things roo heavy 
for him to bear.” 

Reuben, finding his father thus unhappily cir- 
cumftanced, in order to mitigate his affliction, 
told him, he need not be apprehenfive of any 
danger from the abfence of Benjamin. ‘He beg:. 
ged that he would put him under his proteétion, 


‘and at the fame time aflured him, that if he did 


not bring him fafe back, he would readily agree 
ta the lof of his own two fons for fuch defect. 
But this propofal had little weight with Jacob, 
and inftead of affuaging his grief, only contri- 
buted to augment it. Refolved, therefore, not 
to truft Benjamin with them, he anfwered Reu- 
ben as follows: My fon (faid he) fhall not go 
down with you, for bis brother is dead, and he is 
left alone: if mifchief befall bim by the way ir 
the which ye go, then fhall ye bring down my grey 
hairs with forrow to the grave *. : 
In this ftate of doubt and perplexity did they 
fpend their time, till the famine every day in+ 
creafing, and their ftock of provifions being 
nearly confumed, ‘Jacob told his fons to go 
again into Egypt for a frefh fupply ; but at the 
fame time took no notice of their obligation to 
the viceroy to bring'with them their youngeft 
brother. 
Jacob’s fons, knowing their departure without 
Benjamin would not only argue in them the 
greateft folly and rafhnets,but alfo expofe them to 
there fentment of the viceroy, and at the fame time 
thinking it impoffible to obtain their father’s 
confent, were. reduced to the: utmoft dilemma. 
Reuben had already tried his efforts in vain: 
Judah, therefore, now addreffed him in more: pe- 
fitive terms, urging at once the abfolute and 
indifpenfable neceffity of taking Benjamin with 
them, “ as the viceroy had moft folemnly deela- 
red they fhould not fo muchas fee his face if, 
om their return, he was not with:them.” |: 
Jacob, being now put to his lait fhifts for the 
prefervation of his favourite fon Benjamin knew 
not how to aét, and in the fublnefs of his foul, 
reproved his fons for having informed the vice- 
roy they hada brother. In anfwer to this Judah 
told him, that what was faid upon that head pro- 
ceeded from the fimplicity of their hearts: that 
he enquired fo minutely into their circumitances 
and family, that they. could not poffibly avoid 
giving the information he required ; and added, 


} that they had little fufpicion of his making fo 


fingular a demand, 


Judah, 





partiag with Benjamin, the only remaining pledge of that 
Jove, now Jofeph, as he fuppofes,:is no:more }. for, by her, 
he had only thefe two fons. Wehere feem, as it were, to 


| behold the grey-headed venerable. pene pleading with his 


forts ; the beloved Benjamin Standing by. his fide ; ‘infpa- 
tient forrow in féeir countenantes, and, in. #48; aD che 
feeling anxiety of paternal. loves “The pathesit -and pictus 
sefque difplay. of this {cence reminds us.of that . beautiful 

age in Homer, where Priam very: affedtionately lamens 

Thee, Hed&or, loft; thy lofs (divinely grave) © « 
Sinks my fad foul with forrew to the grave. See : 
sO : ote oy Popa. 


Cua. VIL. 
: Judah, finding his:father water a fittle in 
his refolutiony repeated the : neceffity of their 
going again into. Egypt and preffed him to:con- 
fent to give up their brother Benjamin, folemnly 
promifing that, at the hazard. of his own life, 
he would take care; and return him fafe into 
his hands. ‘* Send the lad, faid he, with me; 
t and we will arife and go; that we miay live, 
*e and not die, both we, and thofe, and alfo 
* our little ones: I will be furety for him ; 
«© of my hand fhale thou require him: if I 
«« bring him not unto thee, and fet him before 
« thee, then let me bear the blame for ever.” 
’ From the {trong importunities of Judah, and 
a proper reflection on the neceflity of affairs, 
Jacob was ‘at length induced to comply, and 
therefore delivered up to them his fon Ben- 
jamin. ..But before their departure he advifed 
them, fince it muff be fo, to.take a double quan- 
tity of money with them, -left there. fhould have 
been fome miftake made in the other that was 
returned, and ‘the price ‘of what they had al- 
ready bougut demanded. He likewife told them 


a 


to take fome fuch pretents as the country af-_ 


forded; and what, they imagined, would be moft 
acceptable to’ the viceroy. Having faid this, 
he entreated heaven for their fafety, and then 
difmiffed them with an aking heart, though 
fully refolved to acquieice in God’s good Pro- 
vidence, whatever might be the event. 

On their arrival in Egypt, they immediately 
went to the king’s pune granaries, and pre- 


fented themfelves before Jofeph, who, feeing 


their brother Benjamin with them, gave orders 


to his fteward to conduct them to his houfe, 
where he defigned they fhould that day dine 
with him. They now began to have difagree- 


able apprehenfions, fearing this might be a 


contrivance againft: them ‘on account of the 
money which was returned in their facks.. They, 


therefore, before they entered the houfe, ac-. 


quainted the fteward with the whole affair; and 
to demonftrate their honefty,. told him, that 
befides the money which they found returned, 
they had brought more with. them to buy a 
frefh quantity of provifion. The fteward, ha- 
ving been let into the fecret, and perceiving 
the concern they were in, defired them not 
to make themfelves in the leaft uneafy. 


they ought to look upon as a treafure fent 
from’ Fieaven: he owned that he himfelf had 
fairly received their money, and gave them 
affurance that they would never hear more of. 
it. To convince them that they might rely on 


fl_Jofeph was the only drorber of Benjamin by his mother 


Rachet. His calling him fon, therefore, was only an ap- 
pellation of courtefy ufed ‘by fuperiors in fatacmg their in- 
ferigrs, wham they’ fliled'fons, with refpeét to themfelves, 
as fathers of the courtry. 4: . 

¢ The diftike which the Egyptians took to the Hebrews did 
not atife,’ as par have ‘imagined, from the lattet eating 
animal fodd; 


herd’, an ett at, which, though efteemed by the He- 

brews, ‘wat digi ed by the Egy ane elias 

., + Tt was the tdftom among the antients for all the provi- 

fion tobe pticed on one cable, and the mafter of the feat 

to diftribute te every ohe his portion. "5 
& Jofeph cértaistly did this not only to thew his particular 


He. 
told. them, that what they found in’ their facks , 


f non’s fpeech to Idomeneus : 
ut from their low degree int life, pang tee: ; i err 
t 
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whit - ho. faid, he deh then a thore tandsiand fhen 
a oan their brother Shnesn-Anbourd’: 

ter which he doquainted. them chat they grag 
that day to dine with his.:wratery endl in’ me 
mean time fhewed them alk thé: qokea’ uf" tive 
lity due to welcome guefts. = }) totte cvs 

As the tirne was near at hand that Jofeph wie 
to come home to dinner, his brethren tooty teare 
to have their prefent ready.; andj'di kis -ehtains 
the apartment, they gave it ‘hint ‘the ay 
humble and. fubmiffive ‘manets) He ifalied 
them with the greatelt cordidlity, and rade 
anxious enquiry concerning the health: and :-®4L 
fare of their aged father. To whith they: fub- 
miffively replied, Thy fervant, our fat Ber, 15 “He 
good health ; be is yet alive. ene % 

Though Jofeph addreffed his brethtén' tii ‘gai 
neral terms, his ‘attention! was’ ihcipally “Age 
on his brother Benjamin, who ai mot War ea 
dear to him. After enquiring: of the’te® iF he 
was the youngeft brother whom they ‘had ‘then: 
tioned, without waiting for an anfwer, he f& ated 
him in thefe words, God be fracious unto the, my 
fon\. His paffions were now raiféd to fuch' 2 
pitch, that, unable to ¢ontain the flded -6f “tears 
that was ready to flow ftom his eyes:- and fearing 
left he thowld difcover himfelf tod foon, he re. 
tired into an adjoining apartment, and'there oa 
a loofe to his fraternal'emotions. ‘After a ‘Thott 
time, having dried up his tears, and wafhed: his 
face, that it might not appear he had wept, te 
returned to the company, and gave immediate 
orders for the provifion to be ferved up. 

_ In the room where the entertainment was pio- 
vided were three tables; one for Jofeph alone, 
on account of- his dignity; another for his 
Egyptian guefts; (who would never éat with 
the Hebrews*) and a third for his brethren. 

_ Thefe. laft were all placed in exa& order ac- 
cording to their feniority, a circumftance which 
greatly furprized them, for (not knowing their 

rother Jofeph) they could not ‘conceive by 
what means he had obtained fo perfeét a know- 
ledge of their refpeéctive ages, 

During the entertainment Jofeph behaved in the 
moft courteous manner, not only to his brethren, 
but the whole company. He fent from his own 
table ¢ meffes.to each of his brothers; but with 
this difference, that the one fent to Benjamin was 
five times Jarger than any of the ref€t. This 
was another myftery they could not account for ; 
however, they made themfelves eafy for the 
prefent, and enjoyed the repaft which had been 
fo bountifully prepared for them, 


The 


‘regard to Benjamin, but alfo to obferve whether the reft 


would look upon their younger brother with the fame ent 
vious eye 4s they had formerly done upon himfelf. ‘The 
cuftom of allotting the Iargef’ portion’ at the banquets of 
the antients to any particular perfon, by way of preference, 
was praétiféd int Horher’s days,.as appears from Agamem+ 


_ For this ty ban; igets when the enerous bowls - 

: pebore our blood, and raife he warriors’ fates 4 

. The’ call the 'réeft with ftated rules are bound.. we 
Uniaix’d, unmeafur'd are thy goblets crown'd. . 


fas be aM od Porz, 
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The entertainment being over, Jofeph’s bre- 
thren took theif leave, and made the neceffary 
ions for fetting off, the next morning, 
to the land of Canaan, pleafed with the thoughts 
of what had pafied, and the fatisfaction their 
ed parent would receive on their fafe arrival. 
But Jofeph had one more fright for them ftill in 
referve. He ordered his fteward, when he filled 
their facks with corn, to return their money (as 
he had done before) but into Benjamin’s fack 
not only to put his money, but the filver cup 
Vikewife, out of which himfelf was accuftomed 
to drink §. ; 

This being done, early the next morning they 

roceeded on their journey towards Canaan ; 
Guc they had not got far when Jofeph ordered his 
fteward to purfue them, and upbraid them with 
ingratitude in having fo bafely requited his maf- 
ter’s civility, as to fteal away his cup. 

The fteward did as he was commanded, and 
having overtaken them, accufed them of theft. 
Confcious of their innocence, they were not in 
the leaft affected at the charge. As a teft of 
their integrity they reminded the fteward of 
their bringing back the money which they found 
in their facks in their former journey ; and to 
obviate every fufpicion of their being guilty of 
the accufation laid againft them, they offered to 
ftand fearch under the fevereft penalties : With 
exbomfoever of thy fervants, faid they, i may be 
found, let him die, and we alfo will be my lord’s 
bond-men. 


The fteward took them at their word, but. 


foftened the penalty, by fixing it, that the perfon 
on whom the cup fhould be found fhould be his 
fervant, and the reft confidered as blamelefs. 
Impatient to prove ‘their innocence, every one 
haftily unloaded his beaft, and, as they opened 
their facks, the fteward fearched them; when 
beheld, to their great aftonifhment and furprize, 
the cup was found in the fack belonging to Ben- 
jamin. It was to no purpofe for the poor youth 
to fay any thing in his defence: upon fuch a 
demonftration none would believe him. As 
they were all concerned in the difgrace, they 
rent their cloathes, and, without attempting even 
to palliate the fact, loaded their affes, and, ina 
mournful manner, returned to the city. ; 
Jofeph had remained at home in expectation 
of their return, and no fooner did they approach 








1 § Jofeph ordered this cup to be privately put into Benja- | 


min’s fack, in order to make a farther trial of his brethren’s 
temper, and to fee whether, moved with envy, they would 
ive up Benjamin, or endeavour to affit him in his danger. 
tis not likely (as fome have thought) that he really de- 
figned to have made a pretence for detaining Benjamin ; or 
that he could be ignorant of his father’s warm affeCtion to 
his youngett fon. : 

{{ ‘This was as much as to fay, ‘* You fee by my office that 
I am one of the great minifters of ftate ; while the other 
diviners are preferred only from the College of priefts. As 
I am, therefore, fo fuperior to them, could you be infenfible 
that it was in my power to divine, or dete&t. your rob- 
bery ?- 

* The fpeech Jofephus puts into Judah’s mouth on 
this occafion is pathetic, moving, and rhetorical. ‘* We 
confefs, fays he, the crime imputed to our brother 
«© is of an heinous nature, and merits punifhment ; but. as 
* he is the younger of us, we requeft that our lives may 
* atone for his. Confident, however, of the dignity of 
** your mind, we fill flatter ourfelves with the hope that 
¢* clemency will fubdue refentment,and your natural benevo- 
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his prefence than immediately proftrated 
‘henfelves before iat Jofeph, ars giving 
them time to fpeak a in their defence, 
charged them with the faét, and reprimanded 
them for their folly in committing a theft, which 
it was totally out of their power to conceal. 
What deed, {ays he, is this ye bave done? Wet. 
ye not, that fuch a man as I can certainly divine 2 \\ 
In the midi of a general horror, Judah, in a 
very humble tone, addreffed himfelf to Jofeph 
in words to this effect: ‘* We have nothing to 
offer in our defence; God hath detected out - 
iniquity, and we muft remain flaves with him in 
whofe fack the cup was found.” But Jofeph 
interrupted him AL declaring, that he could by 
no means do fuch injuftice; for that he only 
who ftole the cup fhould be his flave, while the 
reft, whenever they pleafed, were at full liberty 
to return to their father. 
. Judah, encouraged by findimg the vicero 
fomewhat foftened, prefumed farther to addreh 
him, which he did in the moft fubmiffive and 
pathetic terms. He acquainted him with the 
whole cafe between them and their father, in re- 
lation to their bringing Benjamin into Egypt, to 
take away the fufpicion of their being pies. 
He very feclingly defcribed their father’s melan- 
choly fituation for the lofs of his fon Jofeph; the 
extreme fondnefs he had for his fon Benjamin; 
the difficulty they were under to prevail with 
him to truft him with them, infomuch that him- 
{elf was forced to become fecurity for his fafe 
return; and that,.if he fhould go home without 
him, his father’s life was fo wrapped up in the 
child, that he would certainly die with grief. To 
prevent, therefore, fo melancholy a icene, he 
offered himfelf as an equivolent for his brother. 
I pray thee, {aid he, let thy fervant abide, inflead of 
the lad, a bondman to my lord, and let the lad go up 


| with his Lrethrens for bow foall I go up to my 
| father, and the lad be not withme?* . 


This moving fpeech, and generous offer, {o 
operated on the paffions of Jofeph, that he could 
no longer contain himfelf: the force of nature 
fhook his frame, and obliged him to throw off 
all difguife. Ordering, therefore, the reft of the 
company to depart, that he might difcover him- 


| felf with more affectionate freedom, they were 


no fooner gone, than he “*burft into a flood of 
tears, 





*€ lence be awakened by our voluntary fubmiffion. Re- 
** Hieving our wants with bread, and mitigating the pu- 
*« nifhment of a criminal, proceed Feosa' abe fame noble 
fource, Humanity ! for preferving and /paring life are 
«© equal objeéts of mercy ; and we thall be doubly indebted 
“© to you, not only for neceflaries to fubfift on, but for ex- 
‘© iftence itfelf. “Ihe Supreme Being. has now prefented 
“* you with an opportunity of exerting the moft amiable vir- 
“* tues that adorn the human foul. Let it be known that 
«© you are as humane as liberal, and forgive injuie3 as well 
«© as confer favours. Charity is a gem that adorns na- 
** cure, and clemency may he juftly deemed the mok bril- 
‘* liant jewel of the human mind. If there is meric in 
‘* pardoning triyial errors, there mutt be celetial benignity, 
** indeed, in forgiving atrocious crimes, We are nat 4 2 
‘* licitous for ourfelves, fo much as for ‘our father, whofe 
‘© affiGion for the fofs of this fon, will be inconceivable. 
“© Our lives we confider as but of Bette value, unle{s we are 
“* indebted for them to your goadnefs. Our father is aged, 
pious, and anxious for our fafety § and pity it is that a 
*« perfon of fuch virtues fhould be expofed to future calami-. 
ties. The news of our fate, with the infamy of the caffe, 
* wil 
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tears, and, looking earneftly at his brethren, pa- 
thetically exclaimed, I am Fofeph, doth -my fa- 
ther yet live? §. : 
Confcious guilt, at-the very name of that Jo- 
feph whom they had fo unnaturally treated, ftruck 
them dumb, as they now dreaded the power he 
had of refenting the injuries they had done him. 
-But brotherly love overcame refentment, and 
banifhed every defire of revenge.- Jofeph, ob- 
ferving their confufion, bid them, in the moft 
endearing manner, approach nearer to him, when 
he affured them, that he was the very brother 
they had fold into Egypt, and though he had 
affumed the dignity becoming his office, he ftill 
retained the tendernefs of a brother. To re- 
move all further apprehenfions of danger, he 
told them, that their felling him into Egypt, was 
directed by an unforefeen Providence ; and that 
they had no reafon to be angry with themfelves 
for doing it, fince they were no more than the 
inftruments in God’s hand to bring about what 
his wife purpofe had determined. ‘hat himfelf 
had no reafon to refent it, fince, by that means, 
he had been advanced to the honour and dignity 
of being governor of all Egypt. And, laltly, 
that neither his father, or any of his family, 
ought to murmur at it, fince God appointed this 
method for the prefervation of their lives |]. 
Having iaid this, he told them that there were 
yet five years of the famine to come, and there- 
fore he would advife them to haiten home, and, 
as foon as poffible, bring their futher, together 
with all the family, into Egypt. Asan induce- 





'« will put a period to his exiftence. Your refentment, we 
acknowledge to be juit, but let compaflion for our aged 
parent plead in our favour. Apply our cafe to your 
** own feelings : the very name of father is facred, and 
‘© fometimes afflumed by God himfelf, who will certainly re- 


a a 
aon 


** the cafe of the aged Jacob. Our lives are at the ditpo- 
ful of your clemency or juttice: by exerting the firit, you 
will imitate the Divine Being; by ufing the fecond, you 
will evince your political prerogative. "Your reputation 
will rife in proportion to the number of lives you fave, 
and by pardoning our brother you give exiftence to a 
*« whole family. But if, moft illuitrious Sir, you remain 
inexorable, we only requeft to be all included in the 
punifhment, the fame as if we had been accoinplices in 

the guilt. I might plead our brother’s tender years, and 
“* total ignorance of lif; but your candour will, no doubt, 
“© confider all the circumftances of our cafe; and, if the 
** fentence fhould be for flavery, inftead of death, the latt 
thing I have to requeit is, that J may undergo its ri- 


a 
* 


he of futtaining the fatigues of fervitude.’’ 

§ There is certainly a diftinguifhed beauty in this inter- 
rogation ; and the ‘tranfition is finely wrought. ‘The foul 
of Jofeph was fo full of filial affeétion for his father, that, 
before he had finifhed his fentence, ‘he enquired after him, 
though, but a fhort time before, they had told him he 
wasalive. And how muft fuch zn abrupt declaration affect 
his brothers ! No wonder they were dumb for fome time with 
aftonifhment, and unable to an{wer the queltion afked. 

Mr. Pope, in a note on Homer’s Odyffey, obferves, That 
the difcovery of Ulyffés to Telemachus has fome refem- 
blance with that of Jofeph’s difcovering himfelf to his bre- 
thren ; and it may not, fays he, be difagreeable to fee how 
two fuch authors defcribe the fame paflion. 


Iam Jofeph, I am your brother Jofeph. 
** Tam Ulyffes; I, my fon!-am he!” 
And wept aloud—and fell on his brother's neck, and. wept. 
'** Ele wept abundant, and he wept aloud.” 


But ie muft be obferved, that Homer falls infinitely fhort 
of Mofes.—-—-T here is, indeed, in the whole hiftory of Jo- 
5 


ward you with innumerable bleflings for commiferating | 


gour inftead of my brother, being more capable than | 
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ment for them to leave their own country; he 
defired them, from him, to addrefs their father 
to ‘this effet: “ that God had made him lord 
of all Egypt, and that therefore he muft not 
defer coming ; for he would provide Gofhen * 
for the place of his habitation; and there would 
he carefully nourifh not only him but all his 
family.” He acknowledged that this relation 
muft, of courfe, appear ftrange to his father.; 
but that he certainly would not doubt the tefti- 
mony of fo many eye-witneffes ; and above all, 
that he would not fail to believe what was told 
him by his favourite fon Benjamin. He then 
threw himfelf upon Benjamin’s neck, kifled him, 
and wept for joy; and having a little recovered 
hirnfelf, he treated all the reft with like tender- 
nefs. His brethren being thus convinced that 
a perfect reconciliation had taken place between’ 
them, took courage, and converfed with him in 
a manner very different to what they had donc 
previous to this happy difcovery. 

Pharaoh, having received intelligence that 
Jofeph’s brethren were come into Egypt to buy 
corn, he fent for him, and told him, that fince 
his father’s family was fo numerous, and the fa- 
mine, as yet, not half over, his beft way would 
be to fend for them, and place them in what 
part of the country he thought fit ; for that they 
fhould never want for provifions, or any other 
favour he could beftow. He likewife put hin 
in mind to fend them a frefh fupply of corny 
and whatever elfe he thought would be neceflary. 
in their journey ; with chariots and waggons to 

bring 





feph, a majeftic fimplicity in the relation, and fuich an affe@- 
ing portrait of human nature, that it overwhelms us wit! 
viciflitudes both of joy and forrow. 

|| ‘Thefe paflages point out to us the very noble and juit 
ideas which Jofeph entertained concerning the providence 
of God: but, befides this, we may obferve a peculiar gene- 
rofity and tendernefs of temper in this apology to his bre- 
thren ; wherein he endeavours to remove every uneafy ap- 
prehenfion from their minds. Good hearts are always 
averfe to giving pain: the fame benevolence of difpofition, 
which makes them zealous to diffufe happinefs, makes them 
tender of infli€ting a momentary fmart. Jofeph was un- 
willing that his brethren fhould feel any allay to their fatis- 
faction which the prefent event afforded ; and therefore he 
turned, as it were, from their view, the very thought and 
remembrance of their former unnatural behaviour to him, 
and directed their attention to refleclions, which were equal- 
ly comfortable and important. 

Many of the heathens entertaincd right notions of an 


| over-ruling Providence, as appears from the manner in 


which Homer reprefents Priam foothing Helen’s grief. 


‘* No crime of thine our prefent fuffering draws ; 

€* Not thou, but heaven’s difpofing will the caufe, 

** ‘The gods thefe armies and this force employ, 

** The Gods, averfe, confpire the fate of Troy.” 
Hiad. iii, ver. 215. 


To the fame purpofe Virgil: 


*« Nor beauteous Helena nor Paris blame, 

*¢ Her guilty charms, or his unhappy flame; 

«* The gods, my fon, th’ immortal gods deilroy 

** This glorious empire, arid the tow’rs of ‘Troy.”” 
#ineid. ii. ver. 620. 


« 


. 


* This was the moft fruitful part of all Lower Egypt, ef- 
pecially for patturage ; and, therefore, the molt commodious 
for thofe who were brought up fhepherds and accuftomed to 
a paftoral life. Befides this it was very convenicntly fituated, 
being but a {mall diftance fiom the city where Pharash kept 
his. courts : 


oO 
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bring down their wives and children, and the 
beft of their moveables. 

It is little to be wondered at that Jofeph 
fhould very readily obey the king’s commands. 
Accordingly, he furnifhed them with a proper 
number of carriages for bringing their family 
and fubftance, together with a fufficient quan- 
tity of provifion for their journey as well home 
as back again, He fent his father a prefent, 
confifting of ten affes laden with the choiceft 
dainties Egypt afforded. To his brethren he 
gave each changes of raiment, but to Benjamin 
he gave five changes, together with three hun- 
dred pieces of filver. Having done this, Jo- 
feph difmiffed his brethren, giving them, at the 
fame time, a {trict charge that they fhould not 
fall cut by the way *. 

Thus fupplied, and thus circumftanced, the 
fons of Jacob, with hearts full of joy, profecuted 
their journey to Canaan. As foon as their aged 
father faw them, his drooping {pirits revived, 
more efpecially when he beheld his fons Benjamin 
and Simeon, whofe return he had little expected. 
But when they informed him that his fon Jofeph 
was likewife alive, and defcribed the great pomp 
and fplendor in which he lived, the good old 
patriarch was affected indeed ; and unable to 
bear fo much good news at once, fainted in their 
arms. 

When Jacob came again to himfelf, his fons 
fhewed him the prefents fent by Jofeph, together 
with the carriages that were to carry him and 
his family into Egypt. The fight of thefe, with 
many particulars they related of their brother 
Joteph, revived his ipirits; his doubts and fears 
vanifhed, and, in an ettaly of joy, he exclaimed, 
It is cnough! Joleph, my fon, is yet alive: I will 
goand fee hin before I die. 

The neceflary preparations being made, Jacob 
and his family left Hebron, and proceeded on 
their journey towards Egypt. It might be fup- 
pofed that the old man’s anxiety to fee fo dear a 
fon, and for whom he had fo long mourned, 
would have made him proceed with the greateft 
expedition ; but parental affection gave way to 
religious dutics. Being defirous of making pro- 
per acknowledgments to God for the benefits 
already received, as well as to implore his farther 
protection, he ftopped at Beerfheba, and there 
offered up facrifices to the Lord. The reafons 
of his chufing this fpot on the prefent occafion 
were, becaufe it was the place where Abraham 
and Hfaac had lived fo long ; and at the fame time 
it was in the way to Egypt, being the utmoft 
boundary of Canaan towards the fouth. 

On the evening of the fame day that Jacob 
had performed his religious duties at Beerfheba, 
the Almighty appeared to him in a vifion, 
bidding him not fear to go down into Egypt, 
fince he would be with him and protect him, 
and in due time, bring his pofterity out of 
it to take poffeffion of the promifed land, That 


NL 


+ Jofeph was no ftranger to the tempers of his brethren, 
and, therefore, thought proper to reprove them in this gen- 
the manner, Probably he fulpeéted they might accufe each 
other with the cruelty they had exercifed towards him, or 
throw envious rcfeGions on Benjamin, becaufe he had been 
eminently diftinguifhed above the reft. . 

t It muft certainly have given. great confolation to good 

1 


Boox f. 


as to himfelf, he fhould live near his beloved Jo- 
feph, die in his arms, and have his eyes clofed by 
his hand f. 

Encouraged by this Divine promife, Jacob left 
Beerfheba, and chearfully purfued his journey 
towards Egypt, his fons taking with them their 
children and wives in the carriages which Jofeph 
had fent for the purpofe. They likewife took 
with them all their cattle and goods; and the 
whole number of fouls defcended from Jacob’s 
loins amounted to three fcore and ten. 

As foon as they came to the borders of Egypt, 
(and not far from the land of Gofhen) Jacob 
difpatched his fon Judah before them, in order 
to acquaint Jofeph with their arrival. This in- 
telligence was very agreeable to Jofeph, who im- 
mediately ordered his chariot to be got ready, 
and, with a retinue fuitable to his high ftation, 
haftened to meet his father, whom he congyratu- 
lated on his fafe arrival at a place where it was 
in his power to make him happy and comfortable 
during the remainder of his life. Words cannot 
defcribe the expreffions of filial duty and pater- 
nal affection that took place on this occafion. 
Tears of joy plentifully flowed on both fides. 
While the fon was contemplating the goodnefs 
of God in bringing him to the fight of his aged 
parent, the father, on the other hand, thought all 
his happinefs on earth compleated in this inter- 
view ; and, therefore, in the fullnefs of his foul, 
he exclaimed, Now let me die, fince I bave feen thy 
face, becaufe thou art yet alive. 

Thefe mutual endearments being over, and 
Jofeph having paid his refpeéts to the whole fa- 
mily, he told his father and brethren that he 
would go before and acquaint the king with their 
arrival. As he imagined Pharaoh would be defi- 
rous of feeing fome of them, he gave them this 
caution : that in cafe he fhould afk of what oc- 
cupation they were, their anfwer fhould be, that 
they were fhepherds, as their anceftors, for many 
generations, had been before them. By thefe 
means, he told them, he might fecure the land of 
Gofhen for their refidence, which was not only 
one of the moft pleafant parts of Egypt, but 
the beft calculated for feeding their flocks and 
herds. Befides this, he faid, there would be ano- 
ther material advantage, namely, that it would 
be a happy retreat from the infults of the Egyp- 
tians, who were known to have an utter detefta- 
tion to thofe who followed a fhepherd’s life. 

Having given this caution, Jofeph took with 
him five of his brothers, and after previoufly in- 
forming Pharaoh that his father and family were 
arrived at Gofhen, prefented them before the 
king. Pharoah received them with great cour- 
tefy, out of refpect to Jofeph, and, among other 
queftions, afked them of what occupation they 
were. They anfwered (agreeable to the diredti- 
ons given them by Jofeph) that they were fhep- 
herds, as their anceftors, for many generations 
before, had been: that want of pafturage oe 

their 
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old Jacob to find, from the promife of Ged, that Jofeph 


. was to attend him on his death-bed, and to clofe thofe eyes 


that had often affifted him in contemplating the beautlés of na- 
ture.’ The cuitom of clofing the eyes of perfons ace is 
very antient ; and they were ufually the neareft and deatcit 
friends who performed this laft office, © apr. Se 
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their cattle, and fultenance for thermnfetves, had 
made them leave Canaan, and they hutnbty be-. 


feeched his majefty that they might be permitted | 


to fettle in the land of Gofhen, that part of the 


country being beft adapted for the purpofes of | 


their employment. Pharaoh readily granted their 


requeft, and moreover told Joleph that if any of | 


his brethren were remarkable for their activity 
and knowledge, he might, if he thought proper, 
appoint them as fuperintendants over the royal 
fhepherds. ; 

Jofeph’s project having fo far happily fue- 
ceeded, he, foon after, introduced his aged parent 
to Pharaoh, who, after teceiving han ma very 
courteous manner, among other queftions, afked 
him his age. Jacob anfwered, he was an hun- 
dred and thirty 5 upon which the king expreffing 
fome furprige from his sppeating fo ftrong and 
healthy, Jacob farther told him, that his life was 
Aot, as yet, near {6 long as fome of his anceftors, 
nor did he look fo well as thofe who were much 
farther advanced in life, which was owing to the 
great troubles and perplexities under which he 
had long laboured. Some other queftions being 
afked, and the anfwers given, Jacob, after wifhing 
the king health and profperity, took his le&ve, 
and returned to Gofhen (called here by Mofes 
Ramefes §) where Jofeph took care to fupply 
him and his family with fuch an abundance of 
neceffaries as made them infenfible of the gene- 
ral calamity. 

Whilé Jacob and his family were thus happily 
circumftanced, by means of the power arid af- 
fection of Jofeph, the Egyptians were ih the 
urmoft diftrefs. The dreadful effeéts of the fa- 
mine appeared more and more every day, and 
Jofeph keeping up the corn ata very high price, 
in a fhort time all the money was brought: into 
the king’s coffers. When their money was gone, 
they were all (except the priefts who were fur- 
nifhed from the king’s ftores) obliged to part 


with their cattle, their houfes, their lands, and, 


at length, even their liberty, for provifion |}. 

All thefe Jofeph purchafed of the people ‘in 
the king’s name, and for the king’s wfe; and, to 
fet them fee that the purchafe was in earneft, and 
that their liberties and properties were now be- 
come the king’s, he removed: them, from their 
former places.of abode, into different, and very 
diftant parts of the kingttom. © is 

In any other perfon uch condué might have 


been confidered as arifing from an immodérate 


zeal for abfolute. power in the king, ahd an ad- 
vantage unjuftly taken of the neceffities df the 
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§ It is the opinion of Mr. Locke, that Ramefes was the 
name of the king, and that the part affigned to the family 
of Jacob was in the land of Gothen, and .belonged to the 
royal territories. There was certainly a king. of this name 
amongft the kings of Egypt. Ofkers tsppole, that this was 
the nanie of a province im the land of Gothen, afligned to 
Jofeph’s family, and that the city mentioned Exod. i. a1. 
was denominated from the province ; Mr. Locke's apinion, 
however, which indeed is Sir John Martham’s, feems moft 
probable ; for it appears from the Segue], of the. chapter, 
oe xlvii.) that,. at this ‘time, ,kinp, priefs and, people 
had their lands independent of each other ; ‘fo that itis #ea- 
fonable to think that this land, where the Ifraelites were 
fertled, was a part of the king’s:demams. . 

a fl Whatever thofe may think who have endeavoured to 
epreciate the conduct of Jofeph, it is certain fas Dn 
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people; but fo Jofeph managed the matter as to 
gain the approbation both of: prince and people. 
‘When the feventh and laft year of the famine was 
come, he told them, they might expect to have a 
crop the enfuing year; for that the Nile would 
overflow its banks, and the earth bring forth her 
fruits as ufwal. Having made this known, he 
diftributed frefh lands; cattle and corn to the 
people, that they might return to their tillage as 


| before; but this he did on the following condi- 


tion, that, from thenceforth, the fifth part of ald 
the produce of their lands fhould become the 
property of the king. Bebold, faid he, I have 
bought you this day and your land for. Pharaoh. 
Lo, bere is feed for you, and ye fhall fow the land. 
And it foal come to pafs'in the increafe that you 
Joall give the fifth part unto Pharach, and four 
parts foall be your own for feed of the jicld, and for 
your food, and for them of your houfbold, and for 
food for your little ones *. 

To thefe conditions the people willingly con- 
fented, imputing the prefervation of their lives 
to Jofeph’s care: Thou baft faved, faid they, our 
lives: let us find grace in the fight of my lord, and 
we will be Pharaoh's fervants. From this time it 
paffed into a law, that the fifth parc of the 
produce of the land, of Egypt (except what be- 
longed to the priefts) fhould become the property 
of the crown. 

Whilft Jofeph was enjoying the fruits of his 
great fuccefs and policy, his family at Gofhen 
(whom he failed not frequently to vifit) became 
not only numerous, but exceeding wealthy. The 
feven. years of famine were fucceeded by great 
plenty, the earth refuming its former Eccles 
and the whole land abounding in all the ufual 
productions of nature. Seventeen of thefe years 
of plenty did Jacob live to fee, at the expiration 
of which nature’s lamp grew dim, and life was 
near exhaufted : his decayed fpirits warn him of 


his approaching fate, and each drooping faculty 
' beats an alarm to death.: 


_ When Jacob found himfelf thus circum- 
ftanced, he fent.for his fon Jofeph, whom he ad- 
dreffed in words to the following effe&t : 
‘¢ Though the defire of feting a fon fo dear to 
me as you are, raifed to the height of Egyptian 
glory, joined to the raging famine which then 
vifited our kind, made me willingly come down * 
into this ftrange country ; yet Canaan being the 
inheritance which God promifed to Abraham 
and his pofterity, and where he lies interred with 
my father Ifaac, and fome other of our family 


_in' the ground which he purchafed of the inhabi- 


tants 





Chandler obferves) that there was no injuflice in Jofeph’s 
‘making the Egyptians pay for the corn which he had bought 
with Pharaoh’s money, and laid up with great care and ex- 
pence. In pene their cattle, he had, mof probably, 
a view to fave them; for, as they had notcorn for themfelves, 
they could much lefs have it for their cattle; and, thereforé, 


‘this was the only way to preferve the lives of both; and to 


prevent that wafte of the corn, which muit have been made, 
if they had had the keeping and feeding of the cattle them- 


felves ; ayd itis highly probable, that he returned them their 


cattle after the famine, when they were fixed again in their 
feveral habitations, otherwife it would have been hardly pof. 
fiblé for them to fapport their families, and carry on their 

bufinefs. 
_™ sVhis lat part of Jofeph’s condu&, ina public capacity, 
fully evinces the great wifdom and humanity of which he 
: was 
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tants for that purpofe ; my laft and dying requeft 
to you is, that you will not fuffer me to be bu- 
ried here, but fwear to fee me carried to Mach- 
pelah, and there depofited with my ancettors. 
‘Your great power with the king will eafily ob- 
tain that favour, which is the laft I have to 
afk.”’ 

Jofeph not only promifed, but likewife fwore, 
ftrictly to ful! his father’s requeft ; upon which 
the good old man was fo perfectly farished, that 
after thanking his fon for thefe frefh affurances 
of his fidelity, he bowed himfelf in acknow- 
ledgment to God, who, befides all his other 
mercies, had given him this laft token of his 
protection, in affuring him, by Jofeph’s promife 
and oath, that he fhould be removed from Egypt 
into the promifed land. 

Jofeph having thus fatisfied his father in this 
particular, took his leave, but not without giving 
a ftri€t charge to thofe who attended him, that, 
upon the very firft appearance of danger, they 
fhould immediately fend for him. He had been 
but a fhort time at court, before a mefflenger ar- 
rived with the difmal intelligence that his father 
was near expiring ; upon which, taking with him 
his two fons, Manaffeh and Ephraim, he haftened, 
with all expedition, to vifit him. 

As foon as the feeble patriarch underftood that 
his fon Jofeph was arrived, it immediately raifed 
his finking fpirits, and he became fo far revived 
as to be wble to fet upright in his bed. Defiring 
his favourite Jofeph to approach near him, he 
began with recapitulating all the glorious pro- 
miifes which God had formerly made him con- 
cerning his potterity poffeffing the land of Ca- 
naan, and after mentioning the death of Rachel, 
together with the place where her remains were 
depofited ¢, he {poke to the following effect: 
“© Efow tenderly I loved my dear Rachel all my 








was pofleffed. Asa prudent minifter of flate, but at the 
fame time generous, tender and compaflionate, he acquired 
for his king all which his fubjects poffeffed ; yet, inftead of 
rigoroufly infilting upon the bargain they had made, he re- 
turns them their eflates, and only lays a tax upon them for 
the better fupport of his prince's crown and government, at 
the rate of four thillings in the pound, ora fifth part; which 
he found by trial, from what was taken up in the feven 
years of plenty, Egypt could well fpare; a favour, which 
we fee the people acknowledge with the utmoft gratitude, 
confeffing, that he had been the very faviour of their lives, 
Then haft faved our lives; let us find grace in the fight of my 
lerd 5 we thankfully accept the gencrous grant, and ave will 
be Pharach’ s servants, i. e+ bold our lands of him, and pay 
him the fitth part of the produce: which words of the people 
evidently prove their high fatisfaction with Jofeph, and fut- 
fciently excutpate him fiom any of that blame, wherewith 
modern intidelity hath laboured to blacken his reputation. 

+ Feds probable that Jacob here mentioned to Jofeph the 
place of Rachel’s internment, in hepes that he might, at 
fume convenient opportunity, remove her afhes to the cave 
cf Machpelah. : 

t ‘here are many ‘particulars in the ves of the patriarchs, 
and of others, which are not at all mentioned in fcriptuare ; 
and there wic fine inftances of a tranfient reference to tacts of 
this kind, to things which have been -faid and done, but are 
never related. Of this kind, it is reafonable to fuppofe, is 
the paflage in qucilion; at leatt we have no mention-in fcrip- 
ture of any port.on of land taken from the Amorites by Ja- 
cob. AH, thereforc, which can be faid upon the fubje& 
mutt be mere conjecture; of which the moft probable is; 
that the parcel of ground near Shechem, which Jacob pur- 
chafed ot Hamer, is here meant; and which, prebably,; he 
took, or recovered, by force of arms, from the Amorites,; 


who, it fcems, had feized on it after his removal to‘another - 


part of Canaan. 
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family can teftify; but this farther proof I now 
give you of my affection to her. You have 


two fons born in 2 foreign country, and who, 
according to the ufual order of inheritance, 


‘fhould have only the portion of grand children 


in the divifion of the promifed land; but, from 
this day forward, they fhall be efteemed my fons, 
and, as heads of two diftinét tribes (for they ‘fhall 
not be called the tribe of Jofeph, but the tribes 
of Ephraim and Manaffch) receive a double por-+ 
tion in that allotment. But itmuft not be fo with 
the other fons which you may beget after thefe : 
they muft come in only for the portion of 
grand-children. And to you, in particular, I 
bequeath that track of land, which, by the force 
of arms, I took from the Amorites f.” 

During the time Jacob was thus talking with 
Jofeph concerning himfelf and children, he had 
not obferved that Jofeph’s fons were with him, 
but fpoke of them as if they had been abfent. 
At length, turning to Jofeph, and obferving (as 
he thought) fomebody with him, (though he 
could not difcern who it was on account of his 
eyes being dim with age,) he afked; who he 
had with him? to which Jofeph replied, his 
fons Ephraim and Manaffeh, and at the fame 
time, with great reverence, bowed himfelf to the 
ground §. : 

Jacob was greatly rejoiced at this intelligence, 
and immediately ordered them to be brought 
near that he might beftow on them _his blefiing. 
Jofeph obeyed his father’s commands, and placed 
the children according to the order of their age, 
that is, Manaffeh, as being the firft-born on the 
right, and Ephraim on the left: but Jacob, 
croffing his hands, laid his right (which carried 
with it the preference).upon the vounger, and his 
ae ypon the e/der of them. Jofeph obferving 
this, and fuppofing it to proceed from a miftake, 

was 





§ Jofeph’s piety to his father is juftly placed among the 
brighteit ornaments of his charafter. This diftinguifhed 
inftance of his humility is particularly taken notice of by a 
oy: celebrated Divine, whofe remarks on it are’ as follow : 
‘“« Highly exalted, (fays he) as he was in the court of the 
greateft monarch upon earth, he thought it no leffening 
to bend before his aged father, and pay him all the marks 
of fubmiffion and duty ; nay, and this at atime when the 
text. affureth us, Facob’s eyes were dim, and could not fee 3 
and, confequently, when he could not be upbraided by his fa- 
ther for want of due refpe&, and, probably, would not have 
been ‘blamed: by any other mortal: for who would have been 
fo vain, to cenfure the condu& of one, who was, at that mos 
ment, in the higheft reputation for wifdom and prudence of 
all mortals then alive? or, if their vanity could have carried 
thein to ‘cenfure his conduét, their “fear of Pharaoh’s firft 
minifter would certainly have obliged them to keep their 
thoughts to themfelves: yet, under all thefe circumftances 
of ‘his father’s blindnefs, his own exalted ftation, unrivalled 
wifdom, and uncontrouled power,. jofeph’s affection and 
dutiful heart would not foffer him to difpenfe with the leait 
form of refpect and veneration to his agent parent. For, 
we read, that, when he brought his fons to prefent .nem ta 
his father, be boqed himfelf with bis face to the earth. 
And, furely, there is not any one cireamitance of his gran- 
deur, that refieéts half fo much luftre upon his charafer, as 
this fingle inftance of filial humiliation. When I con- 
fider him upon his. knees to GOD, I regard him as a poor 
mortal in-the difcharge of his duty to his creator, of adorable 
majefty and infinite height above himfelf! when I behold 
him bowing down to'Pharaoh, I confider him in the dutiful 
peter er “a abject to his prince, towhom he was indebted 
for the higheft-exaltation and honour. But when I fee him 


-bending to the carth, before a poor, old, blind, decrepid 


father; I behold “him with admiration and delight. How 


doth that humiliation-exalt him 1” f 


o 
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going: to-rectify it; but his father told. him, 
was SOME he did was by Divine direétion, and 
therefore made Ephraim not only the firft in 
nomination, but gave him a bleffing much more 
extenfive than that conferred on his elder brother. 
The converfdtion ‘was hitherto private, being 
only between Jacob and his favourite fon Jo- 
feph. “But the good old patriarch, finding his 
diffolution ‘near ‘at hand, ordered all his fons to 
be brought before’ him, that, while he had 
ftrength to fpeak, he might take his laft farewell, 
and not only diftribute. his bleffings among them, 
but likewife foretel kb fhould happen to them 
and their pofterity, in future times. 

‘Accordingly ai acob’s fons being brought 
before him, he addreffed them feparately, be- 
ginning with Reuben the eldeft : 

Reuben, fays he, thou art my firft-born, and by 
right of primogeniture, entitled to many privi- 
leges and prerogatives in fuperiority over thy 
brethren ; but, fer the crime of incelt, in pol- 
luting thy father’s bed, both thou and thy tribe 








fj This prophecy was literally fulfilled ; for the Levites 
were feattered throughout all the other tribes ; and Simeon 
had only a part of the land of Judah for his refidence. 

® The words in the text run thus: Judah, thou art be 
aubom thy brethren foall praife; thy father’s children feall 
boa down before thee. The feeptre foal not depart from Fu- 
dab, nor a law-giver we between bis Co until Shilob 
come; and unto him fball the gathering of t ¢ people be. Many 
commentators have written largely on this remarkable’ pro- 
phecy related by Jacob to his fon Judah ; but the moft fen- 
fible and explicit obfervations on it, as well as the moft clear 
difplay of its being fulfilled, are given by that ingenious 


and learned divine Dr. Henry Southwell, whom we shall here. 


quote in his own words : 

«© From the time (fays he) that our firft parents eat of the 
forbidden fruit, we have fecn that the promifed feed was, 
one age after another, moxe and more circum(cribed, al- 
though its falutary effets were to be the fame. It is firft 
called the feed of the woman ; it is next configned over to 
Seth; Shem, the youngett fon of Noah, gets the preference ; 


afterwards Abraham is made choice of ; from Ifaac, the fon of. 


Abraham, it goes to his fecond fon Jacob ; and here Jacob, 
by the fpirit of prophecy, conveys it to the pofterity of Judah. 

«« ‘There are feveral things to, be attended to in this re- 
markable prophecy, and fuch as are of the utmoft importance 
for us to know. Firtt,, we are told that Judah’s brethren. 
fhould praife him, and that his hand thould be in the neck 
of his enemies. fulfill 
fituation of the tribe of Judah; for their being fo near the 
Arabiaas, obliged them to be continually on their guard ; 
and as they were for the moft part fuccelsful, fo it may. be 
juftly faid that the hand of Judah was in the neck of his 
enemies, and that his brethren praifed him tor ftanding up 
in their defence. Secondly, itis here faid, that his father’s 
children fhould bow down before him, and certainly nothing 
was ever more literally fulfilled. David, in whofe family, 
the royal fovereignty was placed, was of the tribe of Judah,, 
and to him all the other’tribes bowed down. But the pro- 


phecy conveys a further idea, namely, that from Judah, ac-' 


cording tothe flefh, the Meffiah fhould come, to whom all 
nations. fhould bow down ; and in the book of Revelations 
he is culled the lion of the tribe of ‘Judah. Thirdly, the 
Jfeepter foall not depart from Fudab, &c. by which we are to 
underftand, that there fhoyld never be one wanting to fway 
the regal fcepter, or exercife fovereign authority in the tribe 
of Judah, till that glorious and Divine perfon came, whofe 
kingdom was to have no end, and to whom the people were 
to be gathered ; for the Meffiah is, in many places of {crip- 
ture, called the defire of all nations. Such is the nature of 


this remarkable prophecy ; and now, in order to prove ‘the 


concurring authenticity of the ‘Mofaic and Gofpel Hittory, 
let us fee in what manner it has been fulfilled. 


“« During the time of Jofhua’s wars with the Canaanites, the . 


‘tribe of Judah was more diftinguithed for its valour than the 
others; and it appears, from the book of Judges, that they 
were always the moft forward to engage with the common 
enemy. - When it is faid that the feepter foall not depart from 
Judah, it implies, that it fhould depart from all thote of 
she other tribes who fhould enjoy it. Thus ic departed from 

5 


This was remarkably fulfilled in the local . 
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-are. totally degraded from the privileges of 
“birth-right. - a 


Having faid this to Reuben, he next addreffed 


himfelf to Simeon and Levi comunctively ; telling 
them, that for their impious maffacre of Hamor. 


and his people, their tribes fhould be ever fepa- 
rate, and difperfed among the reft. I will divide 
them, fays he, in Jacob, and featter them in 
Ifrael \\. . 

Jacob, then turning to Fudab, prophefied of 
him to this effeét: That to his tribe fhould the 
fovereignty belong, and they fhould be fituated 
in avery fruitful country: that from his name 
fhould the whole nation of the Jews derive their 
appellation; and that the form of government 
which he then inftituted fhould remain among 
them until the coming of the Meffiah*. 

Of Zebulun, Jacob prophefied that his tribe 
fhould be planted near the fea cofts, and have 
harbours convenient for fhipping + ; and of J/a- 
char, that his fhould prove a pufillanimous peo- 


ple, 
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the tribe of Benjamin on the death of Saul; and it is well 
known, that the ten tribes were carried away captive, and 
incorporated with other nations, while that of Benjamin put 
itfelf under the protection of Judah. : 

«¢ From the time of David till the taking of Jerufalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar, Judah exercifed the regal authority ; and 
although ten of the tribes, who followed the idolatry of Je- 
roboam, had kings, yet they were, for the moft part, fubject 
to thofe of Judah, It is true, the Jews werc alfo carried 
captive to Babylon, but during the feventy years they were 
in that country, they were. fo far from being treated as flaves, 


- that they were allowed to build houfes, and lived in fuch 


affluence, that many of them refufed to return to their own 
country when permiffion was granted them. When Cyrus 
the emperor iffued his. orders he them to return to the fand 
of Judea, ‘they had rulers among them; for they were ex- 
prelsly mentioned.in the royal proclamation: It is certain, 
that after returning from their captivity, .they were, not. fo 
free as before; becaufe they were frequently oppreffed by 
the Perfians, Greeks and Romans; but for all that, they 
lived as a diftinét people, under their own laws and govern- 
ment. Itcontinaed to be the fame under the Afmodean 


- princes; and it is well known that Herod the Great married 


Mariamne, the laft female of that line; and..in the latter 

endof his reign the Meffiah was born. It is true, the Ro- 

mans, in fome cafes, deprived them of the power of judging 

in cafes of treafon; but, notwithftanding, we find, in the 

cafes of Our Saviour,. and the apoftle Paul, that the Roman. 

ee or governors, never proceeded ta judge a criminal till 
was condemned by the rulers of the people.” 

The learned Dr. Shaw fays, the blefings given to Judah 
were very different from all thofe beftowed on the other tribes. 
The-mountains in Judea abound with fo much wine, oil, and 
milk, that one is furprized at the fertility of a place which, 
at-a diftance, has the appearance of barrennefs. Grapes and 
raifins are fent arinually in great quantities from Hebron to 
Egypt, befides feveral other forts of fruit. 

From thefe obfervations, will not the impartial reader de- 
clare, that this prophecy has been literally fulfilled ? and is 
not the prefent melancholy ftate of ‘the Jews a ftriking proof 
of its authenticity? Till the Mefliah came, they had a regal 
government; but, becaufe they rejected him, they are now 
fcattered up and.down through all nations, without being 
permitted to enjoy the privileges of any nation whatever. 
Surely this fhould convince us, that no human teftimony can 
overthrow the evidence brought in fupport of the Mofaic and 
Gofpel Hitftories. 

+ Icis remarkable that Zebulun is mentioned by Jacob 
before Ifachar, who was the eldeft; but this diftinétion, it 
is probable, arofe from his great fuperiority and merit. Ze- 
bulun’s portion of the country was likewife very preferable 
to Iffachar’s ; for, befides the advantage he had in common 
with him, and that our Lord chiefly refided in his tribe, and 
was thence called a Galilean, he is here promifed a fea-coaft, 
with harbours: commodious for fhips. If Jacob had been 
prefent at the divifion of the promifed land, he could hardly 
have given a more exact defcription of Zebulun’s lot ; for it 
extended from the Mediterranean Sea on the welt, to ths 
lake of ‘Tiberias, or Sea of Galilee, on the eatt. 
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ple, and be lovers of inglorious eafe, more than 
of liberty and renown ft. 

Jacob having predicted the fate of, and beftowed 
his bleffings on,the children defcended from Leah, 
proceeds next to thofe of his two concubinary 
wives. He began with Dex, the fon of Bilhah, 
whofe pofterity, he foretold, (though defcended 
from an hand-maid) fhould have the fame privi- 
leges with the other tribes, become a politic peo- 

le, and greatly veried in the ftratagems of war §. 
OF Gaa’s pofterity, he foretold, that they fhould be 
frequently infefted with robbers, but fhould 
overcome at laft |}. Of fber’s, that they fhould 
be fituated in a pleafant and fruitful country *: 
And of NapAtati’s, that they fhould fpread their 
branches like an oak, and multiply excced- 
ingly y+. 

Jacob, having now done with thofe children 
begotten on Leah, and his concubinary wives, 
next directs his attention to the fons of his be- 
Javed Rachel. 
firft took fome notice of his paft troubles, and 
then fet forth the future greatnefs of his defcend- 
ants: after which he beftowed his benediction 
on him in words to the following effect: « The 
Lord, fays he, even the God of thy Fathers, fhall 
blefs thee with the dew of heaven, and with the 
fatnefs of the earth, with the fruit of the womb, 
that is, with a numerous pofterity, and with 
plenty of all forts of cattle. May all the bleffings 5 
promifed to me and iy fore-fathers be doubled } 
upon Jofeph’s head 3 may they out-top and out- | 
ftretch the higheft meuntains ; and prove to him | 
more fruittul, and more lafting, than they t.” | 

The only one now remaining to receive Ja- 
cob’s blefling was his youngeft fon Benjamin, 
who, no doubt, from having been a great favou- 





4 Of all the tribes of Ifrael, that of Ifachar was diftin- 
guithed for being the molt indolent. That part of the coun- 
wy which fell to their fhare was exceeding fertile; but that 
fertility only ferved to enervate the people, fo that when they 
were invaded by foreign enemics, they foon became an cafy 
prey to them, and were often obliged to pay tribute, 

§ ‘The words in the text are, Dan fhall be a ferpent by the 
avay, an adder in the path; that biteth the horfe’s-heelt, fo that 
his rider foall fall backward, It is to be obferved that the 
part of Canaan which the defcendants of Dan inhabited, 
was noted for ferpents of a particular fpecics, who were fo 
cunning that they ufed to he in wait to bite the feet of paf- 
fengers. ‘This very juflly alluded to the difpofition of Dan’s 
defcendants, who, when engaged in war, frequently did 
more execution by craft and ftratagem, than by force of 
arms. It is the opinion of the Jews that the prophecy of ° 
Dan’s deitroying his enemies by cunning was more particu- 
larly fulfilled, when Sampfon, who was of that tribe, pulled 
down the temple, which crufhed himfelf and the Phitiftines 
to death, See Judges xvi. 30. 

\) The tribe of Gad had their portion of land on the fron- 
tiers of the Jewifh territories, fo that they were continually 
expofed to the incurfions of the bordering Arabs; but, in 
the courfe of time, they became fo expert in war, that they 
always repulfed them. 

* The tribe of Afocr poffeffed that part of the country, 
which reached from Zidon to Mount Carmel: It was to 
beautiful and fertile a fpot, that it not only abounded with 
all kinds of provifions, but alfo with the choicelt fruits, 
and moft luxuriant produétions of the earth. 

+ Inthe territories allotted to the tribe of Naphrali was 
the country of Genefarat ; which (Jofephus fays) -was 
locked upon as the utmoft effort of nature in pointuf beauty. 
It was alfo remarkable for producing fome of the beft wines 
in all Paleftine. In one part of the prophecy, as related by 


Turning himiclf to Jofeph, he | 
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‘tribe of Benjamin would exilt till Shiloh came. 
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rite with his father, expecteda fuitable diftin€tion” 
from the reft of his brethren ; but, whether Ja~ 


‘cob forefaw that no extraordinary métit. or Kap-' 


pinefs would attend ve tribe, or that it fhould 
afterwards be blended with that: of Judah and’ 
confequently fhare the bleffing of that tribe,' fo 
it was that he only prophefied of him, that his 
defcendants fhould be of a fierce and warlike 
difpofition; and, like a ravenous wolf, foould foed 
the blood of their enemies, and in the exiening divide 
the freii§. : : Pa he 

_ The good old patriarch having thus (by Divine 
direction) foretold the fate of his defcendants, he 
beftowed his bleffing on each of his fons fepa- 
rately ; after which he reminded them all (but 
more efpecially Jofeph) that it was his moft 
earneft requeft they would bury him among his 
anceftors, in the cave of Machpelah, which had 
been purchafed by Abraham, and where not 
only the remains of him and his wife Sarah were 
depofired, but likewife thofe of Ifaac and Re- 
becca, and were he had alfo buried his wife 
Leah. 

Having given this laft charge, the pious Ja- 
cob laid himfelf gently down in his bed, a fhore 
time after which he calmly refigned his foul into 
the hands of him who gave it. He died in the 
147th year of his age, during the laft feventecn 
of which he refided in Egypt. 

The lofs of fo good a father muft, undoubtedly, 
be very afflicting to the whole family, but none 
of them exprefled their grief with fuch filial af. 
feXion as the pious Jofeph, who could not behold 
his aged parent’s face, though dead, without 
kiffing and bathing it with his tears. Having 
thus given vent to his paffions, and fomewhat 
recovered himfelf, he ordered the phyficians 

(according 





Mofes, it isfaid, Naphtali is a bind let lofe; the meaning 
of which is, that the people thould be exceeding fwift in the 
purfuit of their enemies, which, indeed, was the cafe, in 
very peculiar manner, with this tribe. 

t The fruitfulnefs promifed to Jofeph in the great increafe 
of his pofterity was exemplified in the prodigious number 
of his two-fold tribe, Ephraim and Manafleh. At the firit 
numbering of the tribes, thefe produced 72,700 men ca- 
pable of bearing arms (See Numb. i. 33, 35.) And at 
the fecond: numbering, 85,200, (Numb. xxvi. 34, 37-) 
which by far exceeded the number of either of the other 


| tribes. 


§ Hiftory fufficiently juftifies the truth of this prediction 
relative to the tribe of Benjamin, for they alone maintained 
a war with all the other tribes, and overcame them in two 
battles, though they had fixteen to one. It mutt, however, 
be obferved, that the comparifon does not only refpe& mere 
valour and fortitude in defending themfelves, but alfo 
fiercenefs in making wars and depredations upon others. Buc 
what is chiefly to be regarded in this prophecy is, that the 
tribe of Benjamin thould continue till the final deftrudion 
of the Jewish polity. For fince the natural morning and 
evening cannot with the.Jeaft propriety be here underftood, 
and as the Jewifh late is the fubje&t of all Jacob’s prophecy, 
we muft confider the morning and night as the beginning 
and final period of that ftate; and, confequently, that the 
And this 
prophecy was fully accomplithed ; for, upon the divifion nf 
the kingdom atter Solomon’s death, the tribe of Benjamin 
adhered to that of Judsh, and formed one people with it; | 
continued to fhare the fame fortune,. and by that means ex- 
ifted till the defirution of Jerufalem by the Romans, which 


; happened many years after the other ten tribes were no lon-« 


; ger a peopie. 
t 
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- ‘The time that Jacob's family: mourned for 
their father was feventy days, during which, Jo- 
feph never appeared at court, it being improper 
for him fo to do on fuch an-occafion. In con- 
fequence of this he requefted: fome of the officers 
about the Riag to acquaint him, that his father,. 
previous to his-death, had enjoined him, upon 
oath, to. bury: him in a fepulchre ‘belonging. to 
their family, in the land of Canaan ; and that: 
therefore he begged permiffion that he might go 
ahd fulfil his laft commands; after which he 
would return to court with all convenient expe- 
dition. Sa > oe 

Pharaoh not only complied with Jofeph’s re- 
queft, biit (in compliment to him-and his family) 
gave orders that the chief officers of his houfhold, 
together with fome-of-the principal nobility of 
the kingdom, fhould attend the funeral, who, 
joined with: his own, and his. father’s whole fa- 
mily, fome in chariots, and others on horfeback, 
formed one of the moft pompous proceffions 
ever {een ona fimitar occafion, 

On their arrival in the land of Canaan they 
halted at a place called the threfhing-floor of 
Atad*, where they continued feven days mourn- 
ine for the deceafed. The Canaanites, who 
inhabited that part of the country, obferving the 
Egyptians mixing themfelves in thefe obfequies, 
were aftonifhed, and imagining them to be the 
principals concerned in the funeral lamentation, 
could not forbear exclaiming, ¢his is a grievous 
mourning to the Egyptians; from whence they 
called the name of the place Abel-Mizraim, 
which fignifies the mourning oe the Egyptians. 

This folemnity being ended, they proceeded 
on their journey, and at length arriving at the 
field of Machpelah, they depofited the remains 
of Jacob in thé cave with his anceftors, after 
which the whole company returned, in folemn 
proceffion, to Egypt. 

During the life of Jacob, Jofeph’s brethren 
thought themfelves fecure ;. but now their aged 
father was no more, their former fears returned, 
and fuggefted to them, the juft revenge Jofeph 


might yet take for the great injuries he had re- 


ceived from their hands. In confequence of this 
they held a confultation togethét in what manner 
to proceed for their own fecurity ; the refult of 
which was to form a meflage, (fuppofing to have 





{| The invention of embalming, which was firft praétifed 
by the Egyptians, is faid to have originated from the over. 
flowing of the Nile; for, during the time the country was 
laid under water, which was for two months, they had no 
accefs to the oe places, where they depofited their 
dead. Dr. Warburton (the late learned bifhop of Glou- 
ceiter) obferves, ‘* that it was a wife inftitation in Egypt, . 
to commit the care of embalming the dead to the phyficians ; 
as it gave them an opportunity of ‘inftruéting themielves in 
the caufes of difeafes, and of improving their knowledge in 
anatomy.” to et 

It is well known that the Egyptians excelted all the people 
in the world in the art of embalming human bodies, many 
of which remain at this day, under the name of mummies. 
Embalming was prattifed upon rich and poor, though with 
more or leis coft, according to the rank of the perfon. As 
to the manner how it was performed, the moft coitly way, 
according to Diodorus and Herodotus, was briefly this: the 
embalmers firlt drew out the brains through the noftrils with 
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according. to the cuftom of the country) to. 
bain V] lits father’s body, and then fet about. 
making’ the neceffary preparations’ for. his fua-.. a 








59 
been delivered by Jacob;) and fend it to thei™ 
brother. This was accordingly done, and the 
fubftance of the meflage was to the following 

; “Thy father commanded, before he 
died, faying, Thus fhall ye fay to Jofeph: For- 
give, I pray thee now, the trefpafs of thy brethren 
and their fin; for they did evil unto thee; but 
pardon them, not only for my fake, but becaufe 
they are the fervants of the God of thy Father.” 

‘When Jofeph tead this meflage, fuch was, his 
compaffionate and forgiving temper, that, he 
could not refrain from weeping. To remove 


| therefore the fears and apprehenfions of his bre- 


thren, he immediately fent for them, and, re- 
ceiving them with the fame kind affection as 
whenitheir father was alive, excufed the actions 
they had formerly’ committed to his prejudice 
inthe moft obliging manner ; and, in order fully 
to remove their ill-founded fears, difiniffed them 
with the affurance that they fhould always find 
in him a conftant friend and an affectionate bro- 
ther. 

Though Jofeph lived fifty-four years after his 

father’s death, yet the facred hiftorian does not 
mention any farther particulars of him, except 
the following; namely, that he lived to fee him- 
felf the happy parent of a numerous offspring 
in his two fons Ephraim and Manaffeh, even to 
the third generation ; during which time, it is 
reafonable to fuppofe, he continued in high fa- 
vour with his prince, and in a confiderable em- 
ployment under him. 
- When Jofeph grew old, and found his death 
approaching, he fent for his brethren, and, with 
the like prophetic fpirit thathis father Jacob had 
done, told them, that God, according to his pro- 
mife, would not fail bringing their pofterity out 
of Egypt into the land of Canaan. At the fame. 
time he made them fwear, that when it fhould 
pleafe God thus to vifit them, they fhould not 
forget to carry his remains with them, that they 
might be depofited in the burial-place of his 
anceftors. 

The pious Jofeph having thus bound his bre- 
thren by oath, to convey his remains to his na- 
tive land, foon after departed this life, in the 
rr1oth year of his age. In compliance with the 
injunction laid, his brethren had the body imme- 
diately embalmed, put into ‘a coffin, and care- 
fully fecured, till the time fhould come when the 
prediction was to be fulfilled of their leaving 
Egypt, and poffeffing the land of Canaan. 

Thus 





a crooked inftrument of iron, and filled the vacancy with 
different {pices ; then an incifion was made on the left fide 
.of the belly, and all the inteitines taken out, except the 
heart and kidneys: the entiails were cleanfed and wathed 
with wine of palms, and perfumed with aromatic odours. 
‘Then the belly was filled with pounded myrrh, caflia, and 
other odoriferous drugs ; and the incifian cing fewed up, 
the body was carefully anointed with the oil of cedar, and 
other ointments, for above thirty days, or elfe laid in nitre 
for feventy days, which was the longeft time allowed. They 
then wafhed the whole body, and bound fillets of fine linen 
round every patt, covering it with gam. All this was donc 
without disfiguring the body; fo that the very hairs remained 


on the brows and eye-lids, and the refemblance of the coun- 


tenance was preferved, fo as to be eafily kaown. 

* This place is fuppofed to have been fituated about two 
leagues from Jericho, on the other fide the Jordan, and abcut 
fifty miles from Hebron. 
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Thus have we finifhed ‘the life of the great 
patriarch Jofeph, who is certainly one of the 
moft diftinguifhed charaéters to be met with 
either in Sacred or profane hiftory. To enliven 
what has been already faid of him, we fhall con- 
clude this chapter with fome general reftections 
and obfervations on the whole of his conduct ; 
and likewife point out fome of the moft diftin- 
guifhed writers, whofe accounts of him juftly cor- 
roborate with that given by the Sacred Hifto- 
rian. 

It is obfervable, that Mofes is more diffufe 
on the Hiftory of Jofeph, than on that of any 
other of the patriarchs: indeed, the whole is a 
matter-piece of hiftory: there is not only in the 
manner throughout fuch an happy, though un- 
common mixture of fimplicity and grandeur, 
(which is a double character fo hard to be united 
as is feldom met with in compofitions merely 
human) but it is likewife related with the great- 
eft variety of tender and affecting circumftances, 
which would afford matter for refleétions ufeful 
for the conduct of almoft every part and ftage of 
the life of man. 

Confider him in whatever point of view, or in 
whatever light you will, he muft appear amiable 
and excellent, worthy of imitation, and claiming 
the higheft applaufe. You fee him fpoken of in 
the facred books with the higheft honour; as a 
perfon greatly in the favour of God, and pro- 
tected by him wherever he went, even in fo ex- 


traordinary a manner, as to become the obferva- 


tion of others,—as one of the ftricteft fidelity 
in evey truft committed to him,—of the moft ex- 
emplary chaftity and honour, that no folicitations 
could overcome t,—~of the mouft fixed reverence 
for God, in the midft of all the corruptions of an 
idolatrous court and kingdom—of the . nobleft 
refolution and fortitude, that the ftrongeft temp- 
tations could never fubdue—of fuch admirable 
fagacity, wifdom and prudence, that made even 
a prince and his nobles confider him as under 
Divine infpiration—of that indefatigable induft 

and diligence; as made him fuccefsful in the moft 





+_ As the hiftory of Jofeph is fo dingularly entertaining and 

_ particularly interefting, it cannot be too much embellithed. 

‘We thall, therefore, here infert the following fines, which 

not only difplay, with greatelegance, that part of his cha- 

racter, which particularly refpe&s his chaftity, but alfo the 

moft material circumftances that occurred during the progrefs 
of his life. 


BLEST be the youth, if fuch there can be found, 
Who in the midtt of trials, ftands his ground ; 
Who guards his heart with Virtue’s folid arms, 
When plieafures tempt him, or when beauty warms; 
Who unconcern’d can each temptation fly, 
And let the Syren pafs negleéted by.— 
Such oace was Jo/eph, when the wily dame, 
By lut embolden’d, and by want of thame, 
Sei2’d his chaile robe, her eye that darred fire, 
Spoke the fierce impulfe of inflam’d defire : 
Loofe flow’d her treffes, while her open vett, 
Betray’d the panting beauties of her breaft : 
Her eager lip and glowing cheeks were fpread 
Wich unavailing warmth and confcious red ; 
Such an attraGtive fweetnefs crown’d the fair, 
Such a foft, languithing, and dying air, 
As well might move ev’n impotent old age, 
And ev'ry heart but Jo/eph’s heart engage. 
He knew thofe wiles were practis’d to entice, 
And underneath each feature lay a vice. 

Yet for fuch goodnefs, fanétity, and truth, 
How long misfortunes prefs’d the guiltlefs youth ; 
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arduous attempts—of the moft generous com- , 
paffion and forgivenefs of fpirit, that the moft. 
malicious and cruel injuries could never;weaken . 
or deftroy—as the preferver of Egypt, and the. 
neighbouring nations, and as the ftay and fup- 
port of his own father and family—as ene patient 
and humble in adverfiry—moderate in the ufe of 
power and the height of profperity—faithful as a 
fervant, dutiful as a fon, affectionate ‘as a brother,. 
and juft and generous as a ruler over the people. 
—2In a word, as one of the beft and me finifhed 
characters, and as an inftance of the moft exem- 
plary piety and ftricteft virtue. oe 

Agreeable to this character, and the account, 
given of him by Mofes, Jofeph is fpoken of with 
the greateft honour and refpeét by feveral pro-. 
Artaphanus, a very ancient, 
Greck writer, reprefents him as a perfon who 
excelled his other brethren in wifdom and pru-. 
dence; and that when he came into Egypt, and. 
was prefented to the king, he was made by him 
adminiftrator of the whole kingdom ; that whereas, 
before his time, public affairs were in the greateft 
diforder, becaufe the country was not rightly 
divided, and the poorer fort of the people were 
oppreffed by the higher. Jofeph firft of all divi- 
ved the lands, diltinguifhed them by proper 
marks and bounds, recovered a good part of 
them from the waters, and made them fit for 
cultivation and tillage ; that he divided forme of 
them by lotto the priefts, and found out the 
art of meafurement; and that he was greatly be- 
loved by the Egyptians on thefe accounts. 

Philo, an ancient poet, makes honourable men- 
tion of him, as the fon of Jacob, as an interpreter 
of dreams, as lord of Egypt, and as converfant 
in the fecrets of time, under the various fluétua- 
tions of fate. ype 

Alexander Polyhiftor, who made large extracts 
out of other authors, relating to the Jewith af- 
fairs, citesone Demetrius, as giving the character 
of the ancient Jewifh patriarchs. He fpeaks 
honourably of Abraham, Haac, Jacob, and Jo- 
feph, the latter of whom, he fays, was fold to 

the 





What ills he bore, how infinite their fum ! 

Unnumber’d paft! unnumber’d yet to come ; 

Not but_he borein each precarious fcene, 

Each change of fortune with a mind ferene ; 

Calm and unmgbv’d in ev’ry change of life, 

Calm ’midft thie furies of domettic ftrife, 

Calm midift th’ enticements of his mafter’s wife ; 

Caim in the pit, tho’ hungry, cold, and bare ; 

Calm in the dungeon,—for his God was there : 

That God, who for-fuch trials to attone, : 

Reach’d out his pow’rful hand, and plac’d him near a 

throne. ; 

Virtue rejoice ! tho’ heav’n may frown awhile, 

"That frown is but an earnett to a fmile; 

One day of tears prefages years.of joy, 

And torments only mend us, not deftroy. 

Who feels the lathes of an adverfe hour, 

Finds them but means to waft him into pow’r. 

As health to bodies bitter draughts impart, 

So trials are but phyfic to the heart. : 
Hence ye blind tribe of Epicurus’s fe&, 

No more the ways of Providence fufpect ; 

Which mocks the fearch of undeferving fools ; 

Which, far beyond the quibbles of the (chools, 

Works by dark laws, tho” regular it’s ends, 

And moft chaftifes whom it moft befriends : 

The Juftand Goad it favours foon or late, 

Andev’ry Joseru meets a Josern’s Fare. 
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the Egyptians at feventeen years of age; that 
he interpreted the king’s dreams; that he was 
governor of all Egypt, with other circum- 
ftances, agreeable to the facred hiftory. . 

The particulars mentioned by Juftin relative 
to Jofeph are remarkably confirmative of the 
Scripture account, and deferve to be particu- 
larly attended to: ‘* Jofeph, fays he, the youngelt 
of his brethren had a fuperiority of genius which 
made them fear him, and fell him to foreign 
merchants, who carried him to Egypt, where he 
directed public matters with fuch fuccefs, as 
rendered him very dear to the king. He had a 
great fagacity in the explanation of Poe. 
and dreams; nor was there any thing fo abftrufe, 
either in divine or human knowledge, that he 
did not readily attain. He foretold a great dearth 
feveral years before it happened, and prevented 
a famine’s falling upon Egypt, by advifing the 
king to publifh a decree, requiring the people to 
make provifion for divers years. His knowledge, 
in fhort, was fo great, that the Egyptians liftened 
to the prophecies coming from his mouth, as if 
they had proceeded not from man, but from 
GOD himfelf.” 

The name of Jofeph was particularly refpected 
in all parts of the eaftern world. The Arabian 
writers, from ancient tradition, give, in many 
refpects, the fame hiftory of him as Mofes doth ; 
and, particularly, afcribe to him the ufeful in- 
vention of meafuring the Nile; the cutting fome 
of the principal canals, and other works of great 
ufe and advantage in Egypt. In a word, they 
attribute to him all the curious wells, cifterns, 
aqueducts, and public granaries, as well as fome 
obelifks, pyramids, and other ancient monuments, 
which are all called by his name, and which are 
afcribed by the natives of Egypt themfelves alfo 
to him, as well as all the ancient works of pub- 
lic utility throughout the kingdom ; particularly, 
the rendering the province of Al-Tey-yum, 
from a ftanding pool, or marfh, the moft fertile 
and beft cultivated land in all Egypt. The Ko- 
ran of Mahomet is very liberal in his commen- 
dation; we find there one whole chapter (the 
twelfth, intitled Josep) concerning him; and 
the eaftern tradition of him is, that he not only 
caufed juftice to be impartially adminiftered, and 
encouraged the people to induftry, and the ‘im- 
provement of agriculture, during the feven years 
of plenty ; but began and perfeéted feveral works 
of very great utility. 

The Author of Ecclefiafticus has given’ us an 
encomium on the patriarch Jofeph in thefe words: 
“ Neither, fays he, was there a man born like 

unto Jofeph: he was the governor of ‘his bre- 
thren, and the ftay of the people, whofe bones 


c 


a 


€ 
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To the character thus given of Jo eph, we fhall 
fubjoin fome farther particulars, which from the 


fingularity of their nature, cannot fail engaging 


the moft ferious attention of the reader. 

As there is no charaéter (fays the excellent and 
learned Mr. Rollin) in the Old Teftament more 
worthy of imitation than that of Jofeph, fo are 
there few faints in whom Gop hath been pleafed 
to exprefs fo many circumftances of tefernblance 
with his Buessep Son, ‘as in Jofeph; the bare 


repetition of which will be an evident proof of 


this obfervation : 
6 


were regarded of the Lord.”. Chap. xlix. 1 5. 


JOSEPH. 


He ig hated of his brethren. 


x. For accufing them of 
fome great crime. 


2. For being affectionately 
beloved by his father. 


3. For foretelling his fu- 
ture glory. 


He is fent by his father to 
his brethren at a diftance. 


His brethren confpire a- 
gainft his life. 

He is fold for twenty pieces 
of filver. 


He is given up into the 
hands of ftrangers by his own 
brethren. 


His garment was dipped 
in blood. 


He is condemned by Po- 
tiphar without any one’s 
fpeaking in his behalf. 

He fuffers in Silence. 


Placed between two crimi- 
nals, he foretels the advance- 
ment of the one, and the ap. 
proaching death of the other. 

He lies three years in pri- 
fon. 


He arrives at glory by fuf- 
ferings and humiliations. 


He is fet over the houfe of 
Pharaoh, and over all Egypt. 


Pharaoh alone is above 
him. 


A 
He was called the Saviour « 


of the world. 


All bend the knee before 


‘him. 


The famine is in all Iands, 
there is no bread but in E- 
Sypt, where Jofeph governs. 


Allare fent back to Jo- 
feph by Pharaoh. 

All the neighbouring peo- 
ple come into Egypt to buy 
corn, 


Jofeph’s brethren come to 
him, own him, fall down be- 


_fore him, and are fixed in E. 


sypt. 
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JESUS CHRIST. 


He is hated by the Jews. 


1. For reproving them for 
their fins, 


2. For declaring himfelf to 
be the Son of God, and fay- 
ing, that God himéfelf called 
him his well-beloved Son. 


3. For foretcs'ing that 
they fhould fee him fitting at 
the right hand of God. 


He is fent by God his Fa- 
ther to the loft fheep of the 
houfe of Ifrael. 


The Jews form a defign of 
putting him to death. 


He is fold for thirty pieces 
of filver. 


He is delivered up to the 
Romans by the Jews. 


The humanity he was cloth- 
ed with fuffers a bloody death. 


He is condemned, and no- 
body fpeaks in his defence. 


He fuffers all kinds of in- 
juries and punifhments, with- 
out complaining. 

Placed between two thieves, 
he foretels the one he fhould 
go into paradife, while the 
other dies impenitent. 


He was three days in the 
grave. 


Tt behoved that Chrift 
fhould fuffer, and thus enter 
into his glory. 

He is made head of the 
church, and every creature is 
made fubject unto him. 


_ He is above every creature, 
but fubjeét to God, as man. 


His name of Jefus fignifies a 
Saviour, and is indeed the only 
one by whom we can be faved. 


Every creature muft bow 
at the name of Jefus Chriit, 


Poverty and error are uni- 
verfal, truth and grace are 
only found in the church 
where Jefus Chrift reigns. 


There is no falvation, no 
grace, but by Jefus Chrift. 

All nations are admitted 
into the Church to obtain 
falvation. 


The Jews will one day re- 
turn to Jefus Chrift, own him, 
worfhip him, and enter into 
the church. 


Upon the whole, the hiftory of Jofeph may 


diate ftep by which he rofe to honour. 


be-confidered as an exact picture in miniature of 
the condué&t of Providence :—that Providence, 
‘* which as Lord Bacon obferves, in all its works, is 
full of windings and turnings; fo that one thing 
feems to be a doing, when, in the mean time, 
quite another thing is really intended. De /api- 


_entia vetcrum,” Thus the loweft ftage of misfor- 
‘tune, to which Jofeph, by the myfterious conduét 


of Providence, was reduced, proved the imme- 


And 
thofe who would fee the fame method of Provi- 


“dence exemplified in a_reverfe of fortune, may 


confult the inftructive hiftory of Haman, beau- 


Q tifully 


is 
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tifully contrafted with that of Mordecai, in the | 


book of Efther: a confideration this, which 
fhould check our forwardnefs in cenfuring the 
ways of God, becaufe they often appear to us 
crooked and irregular; for this is no more than 
what muft happen, while the ends of all things 
are placed at a diftance far beyond our reach: a 
confideration, which fhould teach us, that what- 
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ever viciffitudes of fortune befal us iri this life, it 
is our trueft wifdom, as well as our higheft duty, 
chearfully to acquiefce, and réadily to fubmit 
ourfelves: affured that the hand of God is in all, 
and that His wifdom, by ways and means un- 
known to us, will, unqueftionably, caufe every 
thing to work together for the good of thofe, who 
truly and unfeignedly love and ferve him. 
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VII. 


A revolution happens in Egypt, in confequence of which the Ifraelites are greatly oppreffed. 
The king commands their pale children to be deftroyed, but bis orders are not aberced. Birth 


and education of Mofes. 


He avenges the caufe of his brethren. 


Leaves Egypt, and retires 


to Midian, where he becomes fhepherd to Fethro, the principal man of the country, and in 


whofe family be marrtes. 
deliverance of the Dfruelites. 
court of Pharaoh, who, 
increafes the oppreffion yf the Ifraelites. 


treats them with 


God appears to Mofes, and encourages him to undertake the 
He arrives (accompanied by his brother Aaron) at the 


great difrefpect, and infiead of alleviating, 


Mofes repeatedly folicits Pharaoh that he would 


releafe them from bondage, but this be as repeatedly refufes, notwithfianding the great 


miracles wrought by him and bis brother Aaron. 


ture of the Lfraelites from Egypt. 
Jingular token. They are purfued by 
drowned in the Red Sea. 


HE diftinguifhed happinefs which the de- 
fcendants of Jacob had poffeffed during 
the power invefted in their great protector Jo- 
feph, was, after his death, materially inter- 
rupted by the acceffion of a new king to the 
throne of Egypt. This monarch beheld, with 
a jealous eye, not only the profperity, but alfo 
the great increafe, of the Ifraelites, and began to 
fear that, in cafe of an invafion, they might 
poflibly take part with the enemy, and thereby 
diveft him of his regal dignity. 

In confequence of thefe conjectures Pharaoh 
fummoned a council of his principal nobility, 
to whom he ftated the abfolute neceffity of taking 
fome meafures to lefien 1:9t only the power, but 
alfo great increafe of the {fraelites, who were to 
be confidered ‘as ftrangers in the land where they 
now dwelt, and, in time, might be prejudicial to 
the public weal. 

The council agreed in opinion with the king; 
upon which it was refolved not only to impofe 
heavy taxes on them, but to confine them hke- 
wife to the hard labour of bearing burthens, 
digging clay, making bricks, and building ftrong 


fortreffes in different parts of the kingdom; by | 


means of which their {pirits would be funk, their 
bodies impoverifhed, and the great increafe that 
had for forne time taken place among them, in a 
great meafure ftopped. 

No fooner was this refolution formed than it 
was carried into execution. The wretched Hra- 


elites were fet about the laborious employ to’ 





* This was certainly a very cruel and inhuman order in 
itfelf, but it was greatly increafed by making the midwives 


the executioners; thus obliging them not only to be favage- 
ly ‘bloody, ‘but bafely perfidious in the moi tender traft. 


Jofephus tclis us, there was a certain feribe (as they called 
him) a man of great credit for his predi€tions, who tald the 


king, there would be a Hebrew child born about that time, 
I 


Inftttution of the Paffover. Depar- 


The Almighty direéts them in their way by a@ very 
Pharach, who, together with his boft, are 
The Lraelites pratfe God for their kappy deliverance. 


which they were affigned, and that they might 
not be negligent in the execution of their bufi- 
nefs, tafk-mafters were fet over them, whofe na- 
tural difpofitions were fo cruel, that they did all 
in their power to make their lives truly mife- 
rable. 

But fuch was the goodnefs of God, in behalf 
of the poor Ifraelites, that Pharaoh’s projet was 
far from fucceeding to his wifhes; for the more 
they were oppreffed, the more they multiplied. 
This fo aggravated the king, and increafed his 
jealoufy to fuch a degree, that, in order to obtain 
his purpofes, he hit upon another expedient. He 
fent for two of the moft eminent of the Egyp- 
tian midwives, (whofe names were Shiprah and 
Puah) to whom he gave a ftri€t charge, that, 
whenever they were called to do their office to 
any Hebrew woman, if the child was a male 
they fhould privately ftrangle it, but if a female, 
they might let it live *. 

The midwives touched with the cruelty of this 
injunction, and fully. fatisfied in their minds that 
it was better to obey God than man, paid no re- 
gard to Pharaoh’s orders, but faved both male 
and female alike. Irritated at. their difobedi- 
ence, the king fent for them, and reprimanded 
them for their conduct in very fevere terms; but 
they excufed themfelves by telling him, that the 
Hebrew women were fo much ftronger in their 
conftitutions than the Egyptians, and fo lively, 
that they were generally delivered before they 
could reach them. 

. The 





who would be a fcourge to the Egyptians, and advance the 
glory of his own nation ; and, if he lived to grow up, would 

a man eminent for virtue and courage, and make his name. 
famiots to pofterity ; and that, by the counfel and inftigation 
ef this frie it was, that Pharaoh gave the midwives orders 
to put allthe Hebrew male chilffren:to death, 2 
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The judicious as well as humane conduct of 
the Egyptian midwives was very acceptable to 
God ; but Pharaoh was highly incenfed againft 
them, confidering the excufe they made as a 
mere evafion. He therefore determined not to 
truft them any longer, but to try another expe- 
dient, which might more effectively anfwer the 
intended purpofes, and totally extirpate the whole 
male race of the Hebrews. To accomplith this 
end, he iffued out an edict +, commanding that 
every male born among the Ifraelites fhould be 
thrown into the river and drowned, but that all 
the females fhould be faved. _. . 

It is not to be wondered at*¢hat fg barbarous 
an edi& fhould -greatly afli& the already dif- 
treffed Ifravlites, and that they fhould concert 
various methods whereby they might fecure their 
offspring from the confequences of fo inhuman 
a decree. That methods of this nature were 
ufed will appear from the following circum- 
ftances. 

Some years before this cruel edict was pub- 
lite, one Amram, of the houfe of Levi, mar- 
ried a woman named Jochebed, of the fame 
tribe. The firft child they had was a daughter, 
whom they called Miriam, and about four years 
after fhe was delivered of a fon, whom they named 
Aaron. In the time of this cruel perfecution 
Jochebed was delivered of another fon, who 
being a child of moft exquifite beauty, fhe was 
particularly anxious for the prefervation of its 
life. 

In hopes of accomplifhing her wifhes fhe con- 
cealed the child in her houfe for three months }; 
but, not being able to fecret him any longer, 
and fearful.that he would fall into the hands of 
thofe appointed to drown the male children, fhe 
at length refolved to ‘commit him to the Provi- 


dence of God. Actordingly, having made a_ 
little ark or boat of rufhes §, and well plaiftered 


it both within and without with pitch or bitu- 
men, fhe put the child into it, and going pri- 
vately down to the river, left it among the flags. 
by the bank, placing his fifter Miriam at a proper 
diftance to obferve the event. 

But the Providence of God foon interpofed in 
behalf of the helplefs infant. A fhort time after 
the mother had left. it Pharaoh’s daughter ||, at - 





+ It is the opinion of mof commentators, and the learned 
in general, that this inhuman edi was fo abhorred by the 
Egyptians, that they fcarce ever put it in execution; and 
that it was recalled immediately after the death of the king 
who enatted it; which time Eufebius and others place in the 
‘fourth year after the birth of Mofes. 

t Jofephus, in fpeaking of this circumftance, relates the 
following ftory : That Amram, finding his wife with child, 
and fearing the confequences of the king’s edit, prayed 
earneftly to God to put an end to that dreadfal perfecation 3. 
and that God appeared to him and told him, that he would, 
in due time, free his people from it, and that the fon, who 
fhortly would be born unto him, fhould prove the happy in- 
ftrument of their glorious deliverance, and thereby eternize 
his own name.—That this made him conceal him as long as 
he could, -but fearing a difcovery, he refalved to truit Fim 


to the care of Providence, arguing to this effet: That if 


‘the child could be concealed (as it was very difficult to do 
and hazardous to attempt) they mutt be in danger every mo- 
ment, but as to the power and veracity of God, he did nof 
doubt of it, but was affured, that whatever he had promifed 
‘he would certainly make good ; and with this truft and per- 
fuafion he was refolved to expofe him. 

§ Fhough this ark, or boat, is faid tacheve been made 
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tended by the maids of honour, camé to the 
river to bathe herfelf, and feeing the bafket at 
fome diftance, fhe ordered one of her attendants 
to go and bring it out of the flags. Heer orders 
were immediately obeyed, upon whicli no fooner 
did fhe uncover the child than it made its mourn- 
ing complaint to her in a flood of tears. This 
circumftance, joined to the extraordinary beau- 
ty of the infant, fo moved her heart with com- 
paffion, that (notwithftanding fhe perceived it was 
one of thofe children whom her father, in his 
edict, had ordered to be drowned) fhe determiried 
to preferve it, and declared her intention of ha- 
ving it brought up under her direétion. 

By this time Miriam, the child’s fifter, had 
mixed herfelf with the attendants of the princefs, 
and obferving with what-tendernefs the looked 
upon her brother, and at the fame time hcaring 
her intimate her defire of procuring a proper 
nurfe for it, fhe very officioufly offered her fer- 
vice to procure one. The princefs accepted this 
offer, and ordered her to go immediately and 
bring the perfon with her, and fhe would wait 
her return. Accordingly, the girl haftened with 
all expedition, to the mother, and foon bringin 
her to the place, the princefs delivered the child 
into her hands, ordering her to take the utmoft 
care of it, and at the fame time, told her, that 
whatever expences attended the rearing of it, 
fhe would defray. This, no doubt, was a wel- 
come bargain to the mother, who, tiking the 
child home with her, nurfed it openly, her fears 
being removed by having a royal protection for 


| its fecurity. 


When the child was of a proper age, his mo- 
ther took him to court, in order to fhew him to 
the princefs. The graces of his perfon, joined 
to the beautiful yer noble fimplicity of his coun- 
tenance, fo. engaged her attention, that fhe 
adopted him as her own fon, ‘and gave him the 


“name of Mofes*. ‘That he might be perfectly 


accomplifhed,, fhe kept him conftantly at court, 
where he was inftructed in all the learning and 
difcipline, both civil and military, ufed among 
the Egyptians, and in.every other refpect treated 


‘in a manner becoming the dignity of a prince of 


the blood + f. 
Mofes continued to live in Pharaoh’s court 
; ; till 





with rufhes, it is moft provable that it was formed with flags 
of the tree papyrus, of which the Egyptians made their pa- 
per, andwhich grew particularly on the banks of the Nile. 
Clemens Alexandrinus eLiielf fays, that the veffel was 
made of s, the product of the country; and his affer- 
-tidn is confirmed by feveral other z becrane writers. 

‘, Jofephus calls this princefs Thurmuthis ; and from him 
Philo, who adds, that de was the king’s only daughter and 
heir ; and that being fome' time married without havin 
iffae,. fhe pretended to bé big-with child, and to be delivered 
of Mofes, whom fhe owned as her natural fon. That he 
was efteemed fo isevident, from what the Apoftle to the He- 
brews fays, namely, ‘¢ That when Mofes was grown up, ‘he 
{corned to be thought the fon of Pharaoh’s daughter. Sce 
Heb. xi. 24. 

* The word Mo, in the Egyptian lanes 

‘0 


5 fignifies wa- 
ter, and yfes, faved ; fo that the name 


was very fuit- 


‘able to the circumftance of his being faved from perifhing in 


the water. | : 
tt Itis uncertain at what age Mofes was delivered to the 
‘princefs, tis, however, reafonable to fuppofe thut his pa- 
rents had fo well inftruéted him in their religion, and taken 
fuch care to let him know doth what relation they bore to 
him, and what hope they had conceived of his being de- 
ne ees figned 

£ 
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till he arrived at the age of maturity, when he 
refolved to leave it, and affociate himfelf with his 
perfecuted brethren the Ifraelites. Obferving 
their wretched ftate of fervility, and the cruel 
manner in which they were treated by their mer- 
cilefs tafk-mafters, he was greatly affected ; and 
to fuch a degree was his indignation raifed that, 
feeing one day an Egyptian treat an Hebrew in 
avery cruel manner, he immediately ftepped up 
to his affiftance, and, not perceiving any perfon 
near, flew him, and buried his body 1n the 
fand f. 

As he was walking out the next day he met 
with two Hebrews, in ftrong conteft with each 
other; upon which he admonifhed them to 
confider that they were brethren, and endca- 
voured to decide the quarrel between them. But 
he who was the aggreffor, inftead of liftening to 
his advice, treated it with contempt, and up- 
braided him with having been guilty of murder, 
in killing an Egyptian. 

Mofes (little fufpecting that any one had feen 
the tranfactions of the preceeding day) was 
greatly alarmed at this circumftance, being ap- 
prehenfive as it was known by one, it would cir- 
culate from him amonegft the multitude, and 
that it could not be long before it reached the 
ears of Pharaoh, in which cafe it might be at- 
tended with the moft fatal confequences. To 
remove, therefore, thefe difagreeable apprehen- 
fions, and fecure himfelf from all danger, he re- 
folved to leave Egypt, which he accordingly 
did, and fled into the land of Midian, § a beau- 
tiful and fertile country firuated to the eaft of 
the Red Sea. 

This was the happy fpot, where majefty, 
guarded only by rural innocence, fubmitted to 
the humble office of a fhepherd, and a crook, 
inftead of a fceptre, graced the hand of the 
peaceful monarch. Here Jethro (the principal 
man of the country) in quality both of prince 
and prieft, enjoyed the bleffings of a quiet reign, 
and whofe daughters (laying afide the diftinétion 
of their birth) took more delight in the innocent 
employment of tending their father’s flocks, 
than in all the gaities of a luxurious court. 

In the plains of Midian was a well to which it 
was common for all the neighbouring people 
to drive their flocks to water. Mofes, having 
reached this fpot and being greatly fatigued, 
after quenching his thirft with the water, fat"him- 
felf down to reft. He had not been long here 





figned by heaven to be the deliverer of his narion ; that he 
made no other ufe of his education, which the princefs gave 
him, than to confirm himielf more and more again the fu- 
perftitions and idolatry of the Egyptians; and to make him- 
felf fit to anfwer thofe ends, for which, by Providence, he 
feemed defigned. 

{ We may reafonably fuppofe that the Egyptian whom 
Motes flew, through indignation at his biethren’s wiongs, 
was one of the tafk-mafters. Ithas been queftioned how far 
this aétion of Mofes was juttifiable. Le Clerc obferves, that 
asthe Egyptian king authorized the oppreffion of the It- 
raelites, it was fruitlefs to apply to him for redrefs of their 
grievances. ‘Ihe civil magiltrate, who ought to have pro- 
teéted injured innocence, was himlelf become the oppreffor ; 
and, confequently, the fociety, being degencrated into a con- 
federacy, in opprefion and injuitice, it was as lawful to ufe 
private force and rejittance, as againit a band of robbers and 
cut-throats. Towever, we are toremember, that the Divine 
Land was in all this; and that thus the way was preparing 

2 


THE 


HOLY BIBLE. Boox I. 


before the feven daughters of Jethro came to 
draw water for their flocks; but they had no 
fooner filled their veffels than fome rude fhep- 
herds, who came on the like errand, being re- 
folved to have their turn firft ferved, violently 
{eized on the water drawn by the damfels, and 
thereby greatly frighteaed them. Mofes, difap- 
proving of fuch ill conduct in the men, inter- 
pofed in behalf of the women, and obliging the 
fhepherds to retire, drew more water for them, 
and gave it to their flocks. The damfels, in 
the moft engaging manner, made their acknow- 
ledgements to him for his fervices, after which 
they took leave, and haftened home. , 

Jethro expreffed great furprize at the quick- 
nefs of his daughters return ; upon which they 
informed him that they had met with a ftranger 
at the well, who not only affifted them, butlike- 
wife protected them from the infults of feveral 
ruftics, who had forcibly taken from them the 
water they had drawn for their cattle. After 
hearing this ftory, and not feeing the perfon who 
had thus gallantly defended them, Jethro repri- 
hended his daughters for being guilry of ingra- 
titude and incivility, and afked, what was become 
of the generous ftranger ? They anfwered, they 
had left him at the well, upon which he ordered 
them immediately to return, and invite him 
home. 

The daughters obeyed their fathers command, 
and, Mofes being introduced into the houfe of 
Jethro, he treated him with every mark of the 
moft diftinguifhed refpect. And, fo pleafed was 
Moles with the courteous reception he met with, 
that, after a fhort time, he expreffed his willing~ 
nefs to take up his abode with him and become 
his fhepherd. Jethro very readily accepted this 
propofal, and, to attach Mofes the more ftrongly 
to his intereft, gave him his daughter Zipporah 
in marriage |. By this wife he had two fons, 
the eldeft of whom he called Gerfhom, which 
fignifies a franger, alluding to his own condition 
in that country. The younger he called Elie- 
zer, which fignifies God is my help, in grateful 
acknowledgement of God’s having delivered 
him from the hands of Pharaoh. 

After Mofes had been fome few years in Je- 
thro’s family, the king of Egypt, who was upon 
the throne at the time he left the country, died ; 
but this was not productive of the leaft benefit 
to the perfecuted Hfraelites; his fucceffor was no 
lefs a tyrant than himfelf, and their miferies, 

inftead 





for the grand deliverance of Ifracl from Egyptian oppreffion. 
§ Midian is fuppofed to be that part of Arabia: Petrzxa, 


"which bordered on the land of Gofhen, and whofe metropo- 


lis (called Petrea) was fituated not far from Mount Horeb. 


_Ivis generally agteed that the people of this country origi- 


nated from Midian, the fourth fon of Abraham by Keturah, 
from whom they were called Midianites. ° 

\| ‘The facred hiitorian is exceeding concife in relating the 
tranfaétions of this part of his own life. It is moft probable, 
that he continued fome time with Jethro, and approved him- 
fel to him by his good fervices, before he gave him Zippo- 
rah to wife. Itis abferved by Philo, that men of great. ge- 
nius quickly focw themjelves, and are not made known by length 
of time: and, theretore, he thinks, ‘* that Jethro, being 
firit truck with admiration at his goodly afpect, and then at 
his wife difcourfe, imniediately gave him the molt beautiful 
of all his daughters to be his wife: not flaying toencuire of 
any one who he was, becaule his own-mott excellent quali- 
ties recommended him to his affeétion. 
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inftead of being mitigated, were daily increafed. 
At length their complaints reached heaven ; the 
Almighty, remembering the covenant which 
he had made with their forefathers, looked 
upon them with an eye of compaffion; and 
having refolved, in his fecret providence, to 
make Mofes the princip&l inftrument in bring- 
ing about their deliverance, he began to prepare 
him for fo diftinguifhed an undertaking. 

As Mofes was one day attending his father- 
in-law’s fheep, they happened to ftray much far- 
ther than ufual, upon which he followed them as 
far into the defart as Mount Horeb*, He had 
no fooner arrived here, than the Angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out 
of the midft of a bufh. So uncommon a fight 
greatly ftartled Mofes, but what encreated his 
aftonifhment was, the continuance of the bufh 
unconfumed, notwithftanding it appeared to be 
wholly encompafied with flames. 

After refle€ting fome time on this extraordi- 
nary circumftance, Mofes refolved to approach 
nearer the bufh, in order, if poffible, to difcover 
the caufe of its feeming to burn, and yet ap- 
pearing not to be in the leaft damaged. But the 
Almighty, to prevent his irreverent approaches, 
and to ftrike the greater awe and fenfe of the 
Divine prefence into him, called out of the bufh, 
and forbad him drawing near; and to make him 
{till more fenfible of the facrednets of the place, 
commanded him to take off his fandals, becaufe 
the ground on which he ftood wis holy. 

Motes immediately obeyed the Divine order, 
upon which the Almighty difcovered himfelf to 
him in thefe words, I am the God of thy father 
the God of Abraham, the God of Tfsacy and the 
God of ‘Facob. ‘Vhe frightened Motes was ftruck 
with fuch reverence of the Divine Majefty, and 
fear of the effeéts of his prefumption, that he 
immediately fell on the ground and covered his 
face, being unable to fuftain the refulgency of 
the Divine Prefence. 

When Mofes had a little recovered himfelf, 
the Almighty in words to this effect addrefled 
him: “ I have feen, faid he, the affliction of my 
people which are in Egypt, and have heard their 
cry by reafon of their tafk-mafters : for I know 
their forrows. And I am come down to deliver 
them out of the hand of their oppreflors, and to 
conduct them to the promifed land, a land flow- 
ing with mill and honey. Thee have I chofen 
to be the inftrument in this great work ; there- 
fore be of good courage, for I will fend thee to 
Pharaoh to demand liberty of him for my peo- 
ple the children of Ifrael.” 

Mofes had long laid afide all thoughts of at- 
tempting to refcue his brethren, the Ifraclites, 
from their thraldom ; nor had he any opinion of 
his own abilities, fhould he make the attempt, 
to fucceed in fo difficult an undertaking. Where- 
fore, when the Almighty propofed the thing to 
him, he endeavoured to excufe himnfelf, by urging 
his meannefs and infufficiency, to take upon him 
the character of a Divine Ambaffador. Who am 





* ‘This mount is called in the text, the mountain of Ged, 
which might arife either from God’s appearing there now, 
or becaufe of his giving the law from it afterwards. Horeb 
and Sinai were two tops of the fame mountain, which ac- 
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I, faid he, that I fhould go unto Pharaoh, and that 
I fhould bring forth the children of Ifrael out of 
Egypt 2 But this difficulty the Almighty re- 
moved, by affuring him that he would be with 
him, and affift him in every ftep he took ;_ that 
he would enable him, however perplexed and 
arduous the.tafk, to accomplifh it; and for a token 
of his veracity herein, told him, that within a 
finall compafs of time, he fhould tee thofe very 
people, who were now in flavery, fet free, and 
worfhipping him on that very mountain. 

Still unwilling to undertake the tafk, Mofes 
defired to know, what he fhould fay to the peo- 
ple, and by what name he was to call the perfon 
who fent him on the meffage. To which the 
Almighty replied, that he fhould tell them it 
was an eternal, independent, felf-exiftent Being, 
the God of Abraham, Haac, and Jacob, by which 
name he had ever gone, and by which he would 
continue to go, to all eternity. Fie then ordered 
him to go into Egypt, where, on his arrival, he 
fhould firft affemble together the chief of the 
Ifraelites, and acquaint them with his bufinefs; 
after which he fhould go directly to the king, 
and demand of him their liberty, at leaft for 
three days, that they might retire into the wil- 
dernefs, in order to facrifice to their God. This 
requeft, he told Mofes, the king would not, at 
firft, grant, but, in the end, he would be glad to 
confent, when he fhould fee the Divine power 
difplayed in a variety of Miracles which would 
take place on fundry occafions. <‘* I will exert 
“ mytelf, faid he, in many miraculous opera- 
“ tions on him and his fubjects, and at laft he 
« fhall permit you to depart; but you fhall nor 
“ go away empty, for ye fhall be loaded with 
«© the fpoils of the Egyptians.” 

It might be thought that fuch folemn affu- 
rances, even from the mouth of God himfelf, 
would have been fufficient to have gained a 
ready compliance; but Mofes, either from the 
ideas he entertained of the difficulty of the en- 
terprize, or from diffidence of his own abilities, 
was ftill defirous of declining the tafk, and ob- 
jected, that when he came into Egypt, the peo- 
ple would probably doubt his word, and confider 
him as an impoftor. 

This objection God immediately removed by 
fhewing him a miracle. Afking him what he 
had in his hand, he replied, a Rod ; upon which 
the Almighty ordered him to throw it qn the 
ground, which he had no fooner done, than it 
was immediately turned into a ferpent. Mofes, 
frightened at this fudden change of his rod, at- 
tempted to run away, but God, to encourage 
him, bid him take it up by the tail, which he 
had no fooner done than it refumed its former 
fhape ; and to convince him at the fame time, 
that he fhould not want credit with the Ifraelites, 


| he gave him a commiffion to perform the fame 
- miracle before them when he fhould get into 


Egypt. 
Still farther to remove Mofes’s fcruples, the 
Almighty was pleafed to give him another in- 
ftance 





counts for their being fo frequently mentioned in fcripture the 
one for the other; as, Adts vii. 30. St. Stephen calls that 
Sinai, which Mofes here catls Horeb. 


R 
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{tance of his great and diftinguifhed power. He 
ordered him to put his hand into his bofom, 
which he accordingly did, and on pulling it out, 
it was covered all over with leprofy. He then 
told him to put his hand into his bofom again, 
which he likewife did, and on taking it out 
the leprofy was gone, and it became as clean 
as at firft. This miracle he likewife commiffio- 
ned Mofes to fhew the Ifraelites ; and moreover, 
to arm him fufficiently beyond all doubt, he was 
pleafed to empower him with a third miracle. 
*¢ If, fays he, they will not believe thefe two 
“ former, thou fhalt take of the water of the 
* river, and pour it upon dry land, and the 
«¢ water fhall become blood.” 

Notwithftanding thefe folemn and repeated 
affurances of the Divine aid, favour and pro- 
tection, Mofes ftill endeavoured to wave the 
important office, urging asa farther plea, that he 
wanted eloquence, the great qualification of an 
ame Yador; and that fince God had conde- 
fcended to talk to him, he was much more defi- 
cient in his fpeech than before. But this obftacle 
the Almighty was likewife pleafed to remove, by 
putting Mofes in mind of his Omnipotence. Who, 
faid he, bath made man's mouth 2? or who maketh 
the dumb, or deaf, or the feeing, or the blind ? have 
not I the Lord? Now therefore go, and I will 
be with thy mouth, and teach tree w' at thou foalt fav. 

Hitherto Mofes had fome fhadow of pretence 
for his unwillingnefs to go into Egypt; but 
now, all his objections being anfwered, he, 
in very plain terms, defired to be excufed from 
the enierprize, and begged of God, that he 
would be pleafed to appoint fome other perfon 
in his ftead. 

So long as Mofes had any thing to plead in 
excufe for not going, God heard him patiently, 
and gracioufly condefcended to remove his 
doubts; but, when all this was done, and he at 
length gave an abfolute refutal, the Almighty 
was greatly difpleafed, though at the fame 
time he did not difplay any inftance of his 
refentment. On the contrary, he refumed 
Mofes’s laft objeétion (which he had already an- 
fwered in general) and fhewed him, in a more 
particular manner, how he fhould fupply that 
defe&: “Is not, faid he, Aaron, the Levite, thy 
« brother? He is eloquent f, and I will ap- 
point him to meet thee. Tell him what I 
have faid; and be affured that 1 will always 
afift you both, and direct you what to fay. 
He hall be the orator, and thou fhall be to 
him inftead of God. And to ftrengthen thy 
commiffion, and give thee credit among my peo- 
ple, take this red in thy hand, for with it fhalt 
thou be enabled to perform many miracles.” 


c 
ce 
ce 
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ee 
ee 
ce 


ce 





+ Mofes excelled in wifdom and conduét, Aaron, his bro- 
ther, in eloquence. Such is the wife order of Providence, 
which has difpenfed different gifts to different perfons, that 
they may each be affifting to one another, and knit more 
firmly the band of fociety! hus Polydamus in Homer, 
Tliad 13, tells Heétor, God gives to diferent men different 
accomplifhments : 


To fome the pow’rs of bloody war helong, 
To fome {weet mufic, and the charm of fong ; 
'To few, and wond’rous few, has Jove. affign’d 
A wife, extenfive, all confid’ring mind, : 
é Pore. 
{ The beft interpretation that can be given of this extra- 
ordinary circumitance is, that Moles having deferred the 
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Every obftacle being removed, and the mott 
evincing demonftrations of a miraculous power, 
together with the protection of Divine Provi- 
dence, given to Motes, he was at length prevailed 
on to accept the commiffion. He accordingly 
went firft to his father-in-law Jethro, and, with- 
out telling him the occation, requefted permiffion 
to go and vifit his brethren, who were then in 
the land of Egypt. 

Jethro readily confented to Motes’s requett ; 
upon which, taking his wife and children with 
him, he proceeded on his journey. He had nor, 
however, gone far, when an angel appeared to 
him, and, with 2 ftern countenance, and flaming 
{word in his hand, threatened to kill him, be- 
caule, either from the perfuafions of his wife, or 
from his own negleét, he had not yet circumcifed 
his younger fon Fliezer. As foon as Zipporah 
underftood the caufe of the Divine difpleafure, 
fhe immediately took an inftrument, made of a 
fharp flint, and with it circumceifed the child ; 
which being done, the angry vifion, after giving 
figns that God was appeafed, difappeared {. 

While Mofes was on his journey to Eyvypr, 
Aaron, by a Divine revelation, was informed 
thereof, and ordered to go, and meet him in 
the wildernefs. Aaron obeyed the Divine com- 
mand, and met his brother at a fimall diftance 
from Mount Horeb. After mutual embraces and 
endearments, Mofes opened to him the purport 
of his commiffion, the inftructions he had re- 
ceived from God, and the miraculous works he 
was empowered to perform. 

‘The two brothers, being thus joined in the 
fame commiffion (though Mofes was the fove- 
reign) repaired, with all expedition, to Egypr. 
Immediately on their arrival they called an aif- 
fembly of the chief elders of the Lfraelites, to 
whom Aaron declared the meffage which God 
had fent by Mofes, while the latter, to confirm 
the truth of his Divine miffion, wrought the 
feveral miracles, which God had appointed, in 
the pretence of the whole afiembly. In confe- 
quence of this they all appeared fully convinced 
that he was a true prophet come from the Ged 
of their fathers, who had, at length, commiferated 
their afflictions, and fent him now to deliver them 
from their bondage ; and with this perfuafion 
they all knelt down, and worfhipped God. 

A few days after this, Mofes and Aaron went 
to Pharaoh’s court, and, having obtained admif- 
fion to the king, requefted of him, that he would 
permit the lfraelites to go three days journey into 
the wildernefs, in order to perform a folemn fer- 
vice to the Lord their God. But the haughty 
tyrant not only refufed complying with their re- 

queft, 





circumcifion of his youngeft fon, (perhaps in compliance to 
his wife) God was peculiarly offended with him for fuch 
negle&t 3 not only becaufe Mofes knew that no child could 
be admitted a member of the Jewifh community, nor be en- 
titled to the blefiings of God’s covenant with thole Breople, . 
without circumcifion ; but alfo becaufe :s example was of 
the greateit confequence : for who would have regarded the 
law, if the law-giver himfelf had neglected it? Zipporah, 
therefore, confcious of her hufband’s danger, as well.as of 
her own negligence, immediately performed the office her- 
felf; in confequence of which the caufe being removed; 
God’s anger alfu ceafed ; and he fuffered Mofes to purfus 
his journey. Zipporah is fuppofed to have performed the 
office, becaufe Motes was in too great a coniternation ta de 
it himfelf. 2 


Cuapr. VIL. From the CREATION, 
queft, but 


moft impioufly arraigned the Divine 
prerogative, and called in queftion the exiftence 
of the only wife and true God in thefe prefump- 
tuous words, Who is the Lord, that I foould obey 
his voice to let Ifrael go? I know not the Lord, 
neither will I let Ifrael go. ; 

Pharaoh fufpeéted that the Ifraelices had a 
defign of revolting from his fervice, and that 
they had been laying fchemes to get out of his 
dominions. This to him was an argument that 
they had too much leifure time from bufinefs ; 
and that the moft effectual way to check their 
contrivances would be to curtail their vacant 
hours; he therefore ordered greater tafks, and 
more work to be laid on them. He reprimanded 
Motes and Aaron for going among the people, 
and interrupting them in their employments ; 
and ftriétly charged the tafk-mafters not to allow 
them any more ftraw, and yet to exact the fame 
tale of bricks from them without abatement. 

The tafk-mafters acquainted their under of- 
ficers with this fevere injunction, who immedi- 
ately communicated it to the people, and they 
were accordingly forced to wander about the 
country to feck for ftraw, the tafk-mafters, at the 
fame time, exacting from them their ufual number 
of bricks ; and when they were unable to per- 
form their tafk, the under officers, who were 
Iiraclites, and whom the tafk-mafters had fet 
over them, were called to account and pu- 
nifhed. 

Not knowing from whence this unreafonable 
feverity proceeded, whether from the royal edict, 
or the rigour of the tafk-mafters, the under of- 
ficers addreffed the king himfelf, and, in the moft 
humble manner, laid their grievances before 
him. But fo far were they trom receiving any 
redrefs, that the anfwer returned them was, 
“© That the king would have his edict fully exe- 
«* cuted, and infifted on having their full number 


« of bricks, though he was refolved not to allow 


«* them any ftraw.” 


This aniwer greatly afflicted the poor Ifraelites, 
infomuch, that they were almoft driven to def- 
pair. 


« 


“ 


a 


¢ 


<* might fall on their own heads.” 


‘Thefe bitter expreffions greatly afflicted Mofes, 
who, retiring to a private place, addreffed himfelf. 
ce Why, 
“ faid he, O Lord, haft thou thus afflicted thy 

For fince I fpoke to Pharaoh in thy 
«“ name, he hath treated them with more feve- 


to God in this humble expoftulation : 


“* people ? 


te ee SPE 


§ lt is remarkable, that in the text Mofes here calls him- 
felf an uncircumcifed perfon, or rather aman whofe lips 
had not been circumcifed. Sce Exod. vi. 12. By this we are 
to underftand, that he meant no more than that ‘he was not 
poflefled of that fluency of fpeech which was neceffary on fo 
important an occafion. ‘The word circumcifed is phrafeolo- 
gically ufed by the Hebrews on feveral occafions, as when 
they call any one wacircumcifed in heart, mind, or tongue, 
they mean no more than that the perfon fpoken of is not fo 
perfect in thefe particulars as might be wHhed. Befides, as 


On their return from the king they hap- 
pened to meet Mofes and Aaron, and fuppofing 
them to be the caufe of the additional burthen 
laid on them, expreffed their grief and refent- 
ment in words to this effect: ‘That they had 

taken care to infufe an odium into the king 
againft them, and given him a plaufible han- 
die to deftroy them, which they wifhed to God 
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«¢ rity than before; and they are more unlikely 
** to be delivered than ever.” 

The great concern Mofes had for the oppreffion 
of the Ifraelites was certainly the caufe of his for- 
getting the promife which God had given him, 
as alfo what he had foretold relative to the per- 
verfenefs of Pharaoh. But, notwithftanding this 
the Almighty was pleafed to give him frefh af- 
furances of his Divine intentions of removing 
the Ifraelites from their ftate of bondage: “ Iam 
“ the Lord, faid he, the Almighty God, that ap- 

peared unto Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob. Was 

I not known to them by my name Jehovah ? 
Be affured that I the Lord, who made a cove- 
nant with them to give their pofterity the land 
of Canaan, have heard their complaints and 
remembered my promife. ‘Cherefore fay thus 
to the children of Ifrael, I am Jehovah, who 
exift only of myfelf, and give exiftence to all 
beings. Tell them I will deliver them from 
the Egyptian flavery, with the power of my 
Almighty arm, and infli€t heavy judgements 
on them that opprefs them. Nor will I only 
deliver you all from this bondage, but I will 
take you under my immediate protection : ye 
fhall be my people, and I will be your God. 
Iam Jehovah, the Lord, that promifeth this, 
and that can, and will do it.” 
Encouraged by this gracious and Divine de- 
claration, Mofes immediately repaired to the 
Ifraelites, to whom he delivered his meffage as 
God had commanded. But fuch was their af- 
fliction of mind, in confequence of the increafe 
of their fervitude, and which they attributed to 
have arifen from him, that they paid no attention 
to what he faid. They were prejudiced againit 
him, and rather looked upon him as an enemy, 
than as one who was defirous of procuring their 
| enlargement. 

The Almighty, fully refolved to purfue the 
ends of his Providence, again commanded Mofes 
to go to the king of Egypt, and demand the li- 
berty of the Ifraelites. Having been fo roughly 
difmiffed from Pharaoh’s prefence before, and 
fo unkindly rejected by the Ifraclites, Mofes en- 
deavoured to decline the errand, by drawing an 
argument from each circumftance: ‘ Since, fays 
“he, the children of Ifrael, thine own people, 

would not hear me, though what I offered was 
fo much to their advantage, how can I expect 
that fo wicked a princeas Pharaoh is fhould 
pay any attention to fo infignificant a perfon § 
‘¢ as I am, and in a matter fo much to his 
© lofs.”” 

To remove this objection, the Almighty was 
pleafed to addrefs himfelf to Mofes in words to 
this effect: “ Confider, faid he, I have made 
** thee as a God|| to Pharaoh, and Aaron, thy 
“brother, fhall be thy interpreter, or orator. 


< Thou 
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circumcifion was the firft and greatefl facrament among them, 
fo uncircumcifion was efteemcd the greateit feandal and dif- 
grace. The phrafe, therefore, naturally and clearly ex~ 
preffes the humble opinion Mofes had of him/éelf, his unfit- 
nefs for fuch an office, and his inability to perfuade or pre= 
vail with fo haughty a monarch as Pharaoh. 
_ || The-word here tranflated a God, fignifies a prince, a 
councellor, or governor; and as Mofes was to work many 
wonders inthe land of Egypt, fo there is no doubt but Pha- 
raoh would look upon him as a perfon endued with fuperna- 
tural 
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* Thou fhalt tell him all that I have commanded 
“€ thee, and ye fhall demand of Pharaoh the de- 
“ liverance of my people. And that thou mayeft 
“© not be difcouraged by a repulfe, as before, 
“© take notice, that Pharaoh fhall give no credit 
*< to what thou fayeft, thar 1 may thereby fhew 
*< my power and wonders to him and his peo- 
“« ple, and deliver the children of Ifrael by the 
*< {trength of my hand. For fince Pharaoh has 
“* begun to harden his heart in contemptuoufly 
** treating me, and abufing my people, I will 
“< now permit hiin to go on in his obftinate hu- 
“© mour, that IT may exert my power in miracu- 
*< lous operations in the land of Egypt. There- 
“« fore, when ye come into Pharaoh’s prefence, 
““ and he fhall demand a miracle of you, to 
** convince him of the truth of your miffion, 
“ thou fhalt direct Aaron to caft his rod on the 
** ground before Pharaoh, and it fhall be turned 
«< into a ferpent.” 

In confequence of thefe inftructions, Mofes 
and Aaron went again to the king, and repeated 
their demand of his difmiffing the Ifraelites. 
Pharaoh defired them to fhew him fome mira- 
cle, whereby he might be induced to believe, 
that the God, of whom they had fo much {poken, 
had really fent for them. Upon this Aaron threw 
down his rod, which had no fooner touched the 
ground, than it was changed into a living fer- 
pent. 

Though Pharaoh was fomewhat furprized at 
this incident, yet he was determined, if poffible, 
to make it appear of no great importance. 
To effect this, he fent for his principal magi- 
cians, whoin he ordered to try, if, by their ma- 
gical arts, they could caufe the like tranfmigration. 
‘They obeyed the king’s commands, and, to his 
great fatisfaction, their attempts fucceeded *. 
‘They threw down their rods, which were imme- 
diately changed into ferpents, only with this re- 
markable circumftance, that Aaron’s rod fwal- 
Jowed up (while in the figure of a ferpent) all 
thofe of the magicians, after which it reftumed its 
accultomed form. It might have been fuppofed, 
that this would have been fufficient to have con- 





tural power, It was then beginning to grow common eens 
the heathen nations, particularly the Egyptians, to ran 
their great men among the number of their gods; and, 
therefore, when the Lord here fpeaks to Mofes, he does not 
fay thathe made him an object of worfhip, but only that he 
would endue him with fo much power, that the Egyptians 
would look upon him as a God, 

* The antient magicians were a kind of profane con- 
jurors, who, claiming Divine affillance, ufed frequently to 
contend with each other, in proof of the power of thofe 
deities whofe affiltance they claimed. ‘That they were aided 
by the craft and fubtlety of thofe beings, whom they idolized 
and worfhipped, there can be no quettion ; from the hiltary 
of idolatry, and from the ceffation of thefe diabolical ope- 
rations, upon the eltablithment of Chriltianity. However, 
whether thefe magicians of Pharaoh were or were not aflifted 
by evil {pirits, there feems no great difficulty in their per- 
forming this prodigy ; which they came ready prepared to 


perform, and which, by their jugling tricks, they might 


certainly have done with facility, and to the abfolute de- 
ception of Pharaoh and his fervants. But one would 
have thought, that the evident fuperiority of Mofes and 
Aaron, difcovered by their rod, (that is, the /erfent, into 
which the rod was turned) fwallowing up the rods, i, e. 
the ferpents of the magicians, would have convinced them, 
that the power, by which thefe Ifraelites ated, was really 
Divine. This was an evident prognoltic of the event of the 
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vinced the proud monarch of the fuperior power 
of the God of Ifrael ; but his heart was fo averfe 
to the thoughts of parting with the Hebrews, 
that it did not in the leaft affeé&t him. 

As this miracle made no impreffion on the ob- 
{tinate tyrant, the Almighty refolved to make ufe 
of more forcible {courges, and to afflict the 
Egyptians with fuch a fucceffion of plagues as 
fhould compel them to difmifs the long-enflaved 
Ifraclites. Having obferved to Mofes, that Pha- 
raoh’s heart was hardened, he ordered him to 
take the rod, which had been turned into a fer- 
pent, and (in company with his brother Aaron) 
to throw himfelf in the way of Pharaoh, at his 
ufual time of coming to the banks of the river 
Nile. That as foon as he faw the king, he fhould 
again demand of him the liberty of the Ifraelites ; 
and that if he ftill continued obftinate, as’ a far- 
ther fign that they were meffengers from God, he 
fhould give the rod to Aaron, who, by ftriking 
it on the water, it fhould be immediately changed 
into blood, 

In obedience to the Divine command, Mofes, 
at the time appointed, went to the bank of the 
river, foon after which the king arriving, he 
accofted him in words to this effect: ‘* That he 
** was fent from the Almighty God of the He- 
“< brews, to demand the releafe of the Hraelites, 
“and that if he did not comply with his re- 
“© queft, but {till remained obftinate, his God 

foul not only afflict him for his perverfeneds, 
** but bring down the moft heavy judgements 
** on his people.” 

The infidel prince, regardlefs of the order of 
God, by thefe two appointed miffionaries, {til 
perfifted in his refolution (fo little did the firit 
miracle operate on his mind) of detaining the 
Ifraelites, and continuing thein in their wretched 
{tate of bondage. Finding all remonftances in 
vain, Mofes delivered his rod to Aaron, who, 
ftriking the water with it, as God had com- 
manded him, it changed into blood, and fo con.. 
tinued for the fpace of feven days, by means of 
which the fifh were fuffocated, and the inha- 
bitants compelled to dig for water to allay 

their 





enfuing conteft, wherein Jehovah vanquifhed and deftroyed 
all the gods of Egypt in reality, as he did here in fymbols. 
Some have fuppofed, and Jofephus among the reft, that what 
the magicians produced were only the appearances of fer- 
pents: but the text knows no diflinétion. Nothing can be 
plainer than that real ferpents were prodce:d by the magi- 
cians. ‘* If it be afked, fay the authors of the Univerfal 
Hittory, why God fuffered the magicians toact thus (either 
by their fkill in jugting, or) by a power borrowed from the 
devil; in order to invalidate, if poffible, thofe miracles 
which his fervant wrought by his Divine power ;—the fol- 
lowing reafons may be given for it: Firit, it was neceflaryv 
that thofe magicians fhould be fuffered to exert the utmolt of 
their power againft Mofes, in order toclear him from the 
imputation of magic or forcery: for, as the notion of fuch 
extraordinary art was, at this time, very rife, not only 
among the Egyptians, but all other nations; if they had 
not entered into this ftrenuous competition with him, and 
been at length overcome by him, both the Hebrews and 
Egyptians would have been more apt to have attributed all 
his miracles to his fkill in magic, than to the Divine Power. 
Secondly, it was neceffary, in order to confirm the faith of 
the wavering and defponding Ifraelites, by making them fee 
the difference between Mofes’s ating by the power of GOD, 
and the forcerers by that of Satan. And, laitly, in order 
to preferve them afterwards trom being feduced, by any 
falfe miracles, from the true worthip of God, 
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their chirft, As it was known that Mofes re- 
ceived his education among the Egyptians, 
Pharaoh concluded, that all this was performed 
by magic fkill, Wherefore, calling for his ma- 
gicians, he put them ee the like trial; who, 
taking fome water out of the wells they had dug, 
fo artfully changed its colour, as to make it ap- 
pear like blood. Though this was but a delufion, 
yet Pharaoh was fatisfied in his own mind that 
what Mofes and Aaron had done was not the 
effe&t of any fupernatural power; but a meer 


trick of art; and therefore ftili refolved not to 


permit the departure of the Ifraelites. _ ; 

But the Almighty was pleafed to difplay ftill 
farther miracles before this impious and obfti- 
nate tyrant. When the feven days were expired, 
and the waters had refumed their natural quali- 
ties, Mofes, at the command of God, accofted 
Pharaoh again, and renewed his folicitations for 
the delivery of the Ifraelites, threatening, on 
his refufal, to bring upon the land fuch prodi- 
gious numbers of Hoes as fhould vifit him and 
his fubjects in their moft private receffes. 

Pharaoh, regardlefs of thefe threats, defied 
him ; upon which Mofes ordered Aaron to take 
his rod, and ftretch forth his hand with it over the 
rivers, which in an inftant affected all the waters 
of Egypt, that, not waiting for the flow pro- 
ductions of nature, the animated ftreams un- 
burthened themfelves upon the land in fhoals 
of frogs, which immediately invaded all parts of 
the country, and infefted even the royal palace 
itfelf t. 

The obftinate and perverfe king had again 
recourfe to his magicians, who, by their mimic 
power, fo deluded Pharaoh as to make him be-~- 
lieve they had wrought the like miracle. This 
hardened his heart for a time; but the loathfome 
plague continuing, and purfuing his people where- 
ever they went, he was at length forced to apply 
to Mofes and Aaron, to whom he promifed that 
the Ifraelites fhould have their liberty, provided 
their God would remove fo infeftuous a plague. 
Intreat the Lord, faid he, that be may take away 
the frogs from me, and from my people; and I will 
- og people go that they may do facrifice unto the 

ord. 

Mofes demanded the time when this fhould 
be put to an iffue, upon which the next day was 
conjunttively agreed on. Accordingly, Mofes, 
in order to fulfil his part of the contraét, after 
leaving Pharaoh, retired to a private place, and, 
addreffing himfelf to God, humbly befought 
him to remove the plague of the frogs from the 
land of Egypt. The Almighty was pleafed to 
liften to Mofes’s folicitation: the frogs foon died, 


which the people gathered together in heaps; | 


bur they were fo numerous, that before they 
could be removed, the fcent, which was exceed- 
ing obnoxious, fpread itfelf throughout the whole 
country. 


As Mofes had now fulfilled his part of the 


SO rp eet 


._ + This plague of the frogs, as well as that of the water be- 
ing changed into blood, was excellently adapted to fubvert 
the fuperftitions of Egypt, and to demonitrate the over-ruling 
power of the Almighty.; for as the bank: of the river Nile 
was the grand fcene of the magical operations of the Egyp- 
dans, in se blood and frogs made a principal part of the 
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contra&, he naturally expected: that Pharaoh 
would have performed his; but the impious. 
monarch, vainly imagining that the artillery o 
Divine vengeance was now exhautted, unfaithful 
broke his word, and ftill refufed to let the If- 
raelites depart. : 

This breach of promife fo offended the Al- 
mighty, that he refolved to treat the haughty 
tyrant in a more fevere manner than he had hi- 
therto done. As yet God had given him previous 
notice of the judgments he intended to denounce, 
that he might have the opportunity of efcaping 

hem; but now, without giving him the leaft 
intimation of his defign, he commanded Mofes 
to direct Aaron to ftretch out his rod, and ftrike 
the duft with it, that it might become lice through- 
out all the land of Egypt. Aaron had no fooner 
obeyed the Divine command, than the animated 
duft.was immediately turned into fwarms of ver- 
min, which not only infefted the human fpecies, 
but alfo the beaft of the field. Pharaoh again 
had recourfe to his magicians, who (though they 
had faintly imitated the former plagues) now at- 
tempted this in vain: they owned their art out- 
done, and acknowledged this to be the inimitable 
work of a Divine hand. 

But notwithftanding this, Pharaoh’s heart was 
fo hardened, that he would not pay the leaft ar- 
tention to the folicitations of Motes 3 upon which 
the Almighty was pleafed to give him another 
fummons, in words to this effect: “ Rife up, 
“« (fays he to Mofes) early in the morning, and 
“© meet Pharaoh as he comes to the river: tell 
“ him, Thus faith the Lord : let my people go, 
‘ that they may ferve me, or I will fend fwarms 
‘« of filles upon thee and thy people, which fhal] 
‘ fill their houfes, and cover the face of the 
‘¢ earth. And that thou mayeft know, that this is 
‘« brought as a judgment upon thee and thy fub- 
*« jeéts, for opprefling my people, I will, on that 
‘¢ day, feparate the land of Gofhen, in which 
‘* my fervants dwell, from the reft of Egypt, 
‘¢ that the flies fhall not moleft them.” 

Mofes, in conformity to the Divine command, 
delivered this meflage to Pharaoh, whofe obfti- 
nacy and perverfenefs were fo great, that he ftill 
refufed the Ifraelites to depart. In confequence 
of this, the next day, clouds of fwarming in- 
feéts filled the air, which in numberlefs troops 
defcended to the earth, and, with their unufual 
noife, furprized and affrighted the wretched in- 
habitants. All attempts to remove this dreadful 
calamity proved vain and fruitlefs; their moft 
private receffes could not fecure them from the 
poifonous ftings of thefe obnoxious animals, and 
a fucceffion of painful mifery invaded them on 
all fides. The magicians beheld, with confu- 
fion; this direful plague, and no more attempted 
to offer any imitation. A general horror was 


a: 


‘f{pread throughout the whole country, and every 


part echoed with the cries of tortured men and 
cattle, 
Not 





apparatus; fo, by commanding that river to produce fuch 

an infinite multitude of thefe creatures to annoy them, God, 

with wonderful propriety, adapted their chaftifement co the 

nature of their crimes: for frogs were not only the inftru- 

ments of their abominations, but likewife the emblems of 

thofe impure demons whom they invoked by their incantations. 
s 
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Not being able longer to endure this dreadful 
calamity, and finding no likelihood ofits being re- 
moved, the obf{tinare Pharaoh fent for Mofes and 
Aaron, and, in a fullen diffatisfied tone, bade 
them po and facrifice to their God; but with 
this injunction, that they fhould not pafs beyond 
the bounds of Egypt. He was defirous of ob- 
taining relief, but, at the fame time, was unwil- 

‘ling to parr with a people, from whofe flavery 
he had reaped fuch great advantage. Being a 
{tranger to the true God, he did not conceive that 
the Ifraelites could not acceptably facrifice to 
their God whilft under Egyptian bondage. 

Mofes, defirous of convincing rather than in- 

flaming, the infidel prince, prudently anfwered, 
We cannot facrifice to our Géd in this land, for 
that would be an affront to the Egyptians ¢, and 
they will be revenged on us. Permit us, there- 
fore, to avoid their refentment, by going three 
uays journey into the wildernefs, where we can 
facrifice to our God in the manner he hath 
commanded. 
’ In reply to this, the haughty monarch faid, 
te If nothing elfe will ferve you but to go into 
«¢ the defart, I will let you go; but remember, 
“it muft not be far. And in return for this 
“<< conceffion, I defire you will intreat your God 
°° to remove the plague.” 


Mofes promifed co intercede for him, but at |} 


the fame time cautioned him to be fincere in 
what he faid, and not violate his engagements as 
he had before done. 
retired to a proper place, where he addreffed 
himfelf to God, befeeching him to remove. the 

lague of the flies. His prayers were according- 
fy heard, and the infeéts foon took their flight. 
But this obftacle was no fooner removed, than 
the haughty tyrant reaffumed his former obfti- 
nacy, and peremptorily forbid the Ifraclites wor- 
fhipping their God in the way and manner he had 
directed. 

‘This additional provocation fo incenfed the 
Almighty againft Pharaoh, that he again fent 
Mofes to him with this meffage: “ Tell him, 
*¢ faid he, Thus faith the God of the Hebrews, 


« Let my people go, that they may ferve me, | 


“ or be affured I will vifit all thy cattle that are 
« in the field with a grievous murrain; and to 
* make thee ftill more fenfible of my Omnipo- 
“tence, I will, by a wonderful diftinétion, pre- 
“ ferve the cattle of my people, whilft I deftroy 
« thofe of the Egyptians.” 

Pharaoh paid no more attention to this meflage 
than he had done to the former, in confequence 
of which, the very next day, this awful threat 
was mott feverely executed. The generous horfe 
loathed his full manger and loved paftures, and 
funk beneath his rider; the.afs and camel could 
no longer fupport their burdens, or bear their 





{ The ‘meaning of this expreffion is, that the animals 
which they were to facrifice to the Lord, being thofe which 
were worfhipped by the Egyptians, it would be fuch an af- 
front and abomination to them, as would endanger the lives 
‘of the [fraelites. Herodotus tells us, that the Egyptians 
efteemed it a profanation to facrifice any kind of cattle, ex- 
cept (wine, bulls, calves, and geefe ; and ‘that heifers, cams 
and goats (the ufual facrifices of the Hraefites) were, by 
them, held’facred. It ts, cherefure, no-wonder that the dfra- 
elites fhould with to offer up cheir facrifices in a place desached’ 

2 


{ received the beaft infection. 


Leaving Pharaoh, Motes j; 
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own weight; the labouring ox fell dead’ before 
the plough; the harmkfs theep died bleating, 
and the faithful dogs lay gafping by them.. .. 

‘Though this was certainly a moft Aorrid fpec- 
tacle, yet it made not the leat :imprefiion.on the 
hardened Pharaoh, who ftili: nefolved to ‘brave 
heaven with his impious pervertenefs. Remem-~ 
bring what Mofes had faid of the prefervation 
of the Ifraelites’. cattle, He fent to Gofhen to 
fear how it had fared with them, and was af- 
fured that not one of their cantle had died, or 
This circumftance 
was certainly fufficient to have convinced him 
that it was no cafualty, but a dire& judgment 
upon him, feeing that it exactly anfiwered the 
Divine prediction. But notwith{taading this, 
his heart was fo callous, that he ftiil preferved 
the refolution of not fuffering the Jiraelites to 
depart. Ate? 

Thefe means proving ineffe€tual, the Almigh- 
ty, inorder to make fome impreffion onthe mind 
of this impious monarch, determined to afflict 
him and his people with a plague, and that 
without giving him the leaft notice of his in- 
tentions. He accordingly commanded Mofes 
aud Aaron to take afhes of the furnace, and 
throw them into the air in the prefence of Pha- 
rach. This was accordingly done, upon which 
the afhes foon {pread the dire contagion, and the 
tainted air infeed the Egyptian blood with its 
pernicious mfluence, The molt inveterate boils 
and ulcers appeared on their fieth, and their 


|} whole conflitution became a noifome fpring of 


fores. So univerfal was this plague, that even 
the magicians (who, it i8 probable, would wil- 
lingly fave once more tried their {kill) were 
affected, and that, in fuch manner, that they 
dared not appear in public *. 

Pharaoh's obftinacy, which before proceeded 
from an implacable hatred to the chofen people 
ot God, now arofe from the meer hhardnefs of 
his heart, and notwithftandine he mult be 
fenfible that the prefent plague was the imme- 
diate effet of a Divine and fupernatural di- 
reCtion, yet he continued firm ém his nefoiution 
of detaining the Ifraelites. But the Abmighty, 
determined to make fome impreffion on him, 
rendered the very powers of heaven fubfervient 
to his Divine purpofe, giving this charge vo his 
fervant Mofes: ‘“ Go, fays he, early in ‘the 
** morning, to the king of Heypt, and tell him, 
« that I, the God of the Hebrews, demand the 
*< liberty of my people, that they may worfhip 
** me; which, it he refufe, he may be affured 
<« that I will fhower my plagues upon him and 
* his people; and I will make him know that 
«“ Tam the only God on earth. Say farther to 
him: If, when lately I finote the cattle with 
“a murram, J had fiutten thee and thy -people 

. © witha 
from the fight of the Egyptians, juftly fufpe€ting, that hal 
they not, it might have been attended with fatal confequence:, 


* Batted before, and, indeed, whelly conquered, the ma 
gicians, itis probable, ftill continued about Pharaoh, and 


- were eye-witnelles of the feveral tranfaSions-rdcorded’: burt 


now, to reduce them to.the loweft contempt, and to deftray 
‘the deaft thadow of influence, they {hare in the common ca- 
Jamity, and, afflicted avith the fame difeafe, are unable eveu 
to fhew their.heads! Henceforth we.hear no mare-of them; 
fo complete was the triumph of Mofes‘and Aaron, 


Crap. VII. 


t with -peftilence, thoy hadit been cut off fram 
te the nee But I have referved thee to thew 
«© my power, and by the judgments | fhall in- 
s¢’ Ai will I make known my name to all the 
«¢ world, Opprefs not, nor detain my peaple ; 
“t¢ for, if thou doft, To-morrow f, by this tame, 
té unlefs thou fubmitteft thyfelf, I will fend fuch 
‘«< a ftorm of hail from heaven upon Egypt as 
«© never was known fince it has been a nation. 
‘ee And that thou mayeft not lofe what cattle the 
«« murrain left, which being not in the field 
‘«¢ efcaped thar plague, fend thy fervants, and 
«< Jet them drive them under fhelter; for upon 
« every man and beaft, which fhall be found in 
«© the field, the ftorm fhall fall, and they fhall 
* furely die.” ; 

So earelefs, as well as impious, was Pharaoh, 
that even this declaration would not make him 
fubmi:, though his own life, as well as thofe of 
his people, were in imminent danger. But fome 
of them, whg had been witneffes. of the dreadful 
wrath of God, made a prudent ufe of the Di- 
vine caution, and, houfing their cattle in time, 
they were preferved from the general deftruction. 
| The appointed time being come, Mofes, in 
obedience to the Divine command, waved his 
rod in the air, which foon began to murmur in 
imperfe&t founds, till the full charged clouds, 
with impetuous force, burft and difcharged them- 
felves in fuch horrid peals of thunder, as to fhake 
the whole frame of nature. This was fucceeded 
by a ftormy fhower of hail, which covered the 
ground with the fcattered remains of trees and 
houfes, and the dead bodies of men and beaft. 
Nor did the Divine vengeance ftop here: the 
heavens difcharged a body of liquid fire, which, 
darting on the ground, glided over the waters, 
and filled every place with the moft dreadful 
horror. 

The haughty tyrant began now to be im- 
prefled with thofe fenfations to which he had hi- 
therto been a ftranger. | Seeing all nature, as he 
imagined, ready to diffolve, he melted into pe- 
nitence, and, fending for Mofes and Aaron, con- 
feffed himfelf guilty. I bave finned this time; 


(faid he) the Lord is righteous, and Iand my people 


are wicked. Intreat the Lord that there be no more 
mighty thunderings and bail; and I will let you go, 
and ye foall flay no longer. Mofes promifed to 
comply with his requeft, but at the fame time 
affured him, he knew there was‘no fincerity. in 
his heart; and that his feeming repentance was 
only the effect of his fright. 

Mofes, however, in conformity to his pro- 
mife, addreffed himfelf to the Almighty, . be- 
feeching him to remove the plague; which was 





+ The Almighty marks the time of this terrible event in 
the moft exact manner, to thew his fupremacy over all the 
parts of nature: to thew that fre aad bail, fnow and vapour, 
itormy winds and thunder, were ready to fulfil bis word. 
Pfal. oxlviii. 8B. The goodnefs of God, who, in the midft 
of jud ment, remembers mercy, is very remarkeble in the 
notice he gives the Egyptians to preferve their cattle and -fer- 
vants: and we find, that though Pharaoh and his courtiers 


difregarded thefe' admonitions, yet there were fome among | 


the people who feared the word of the Lord, and accordingly 
profted by that fear, as every man certainly willdo who pays 
@ proper attention to the word of God. 

4 Pharaoh, brought to fome degree of fenfe and feeling 
by his own wife arid moderate coungellors, appears to con - 
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no foaner done, than his prediction was verified ; 


.for, when Pharaoh found the florm was ceafed, 


and ajl.was calm and ferene, his fears totally va- 
nifhed, his perverfenefs returned, and he re- 
folved ftill. to keep the Ifraclites in a ftate of 
bondage. . 
The Almighty was now pleafed to make 
another trial, and to fend his fervant Mofes to 
apprize the havghty and perfidious tyrant of his 
intentions. The meffage he delivered to Mofes 
was prefaced by his reafons (as, indeed, he had 
done before) why he permitted Pharaoh to con- 
tinue in his obftinacy ; the fubftance of which, 
together with the meffage itfelf, were to this 
effect: © I have (fays he) hardened Pharaoh's 
« heart, and the hearts of his fervants, that I 
«© may fhew thefe my wonders before them, and 
that thou mayeft tell, in the hearing of thy 
fons, and the Ifraelites to fucceeding gencra- 
tions, what prodigies I have wrought in E- 
“ gypt, that ye may all know that i am the 
«* Lord, the Almighty Jehovah. Wherefore, 
“© go to Pharaoh, and tell him, Thus faith 
«© the Lord God of the Hebrews, Why doft 
‘¢ thou perfift in thy obftinacy ? Let my people 
go, that they may ferve me, or I will bring 
the locufts into thy land to-morrow, which 
fhall come in fuch fwarms, as to cover the 
furface of the earth, and devour all the pro- 
«¢ duéts of it that have efcaped the former plagues. 
And this fhall prove fuch a plague as none of 
** thy predeceffors ever faw.” 
This meflage Mofes carefully delivered to 
Pharaoh in the prefence of his nobles, and not 
receiving any anfwer to it, he retired. As foop 


ce 


| as he was gone, Pharaoh’s courtiers, {till fen- 


fibly impreffed with the late calamities, and 


} fearful that he was about to call down more 
po upon them, very roughly accofted their 


ing, deftring him to let the Hfraclites go and 
ferve their God, left, for his obftinacy, not only 
himfelf, but alfo the whole people of his king- 
dom, fhould. be totally deftroyed. 

The importunity of Pharaoh’s courtiers pre- 
vailed more than God’s threats and judgments. 
He immediately difpatched a meffenger after 
Mofes and Aaron, who accordingly returning, 
he told them they might go and ferve their God ; 
but under this limitation, that it fhould only be 
the men, for that all the women and children 
Should be left behind. This, however, would 
not do for Mofes: he infifted that all the I 
raelites fhould go, both old and young, fons and 
daughters; nay, and their flocks and herds, “ for, 
« faid he, we mutt hold a feaft to the Lord, and 
© all mutt be at it f.” Pharaoh confidered this 

demand 





fent to the departure of the Ifraclites ; but, as it were, in 
an inftant, his perverfe heart makes a referve. It is evident 
that he feared the abfolute and entire lofs of the Hebrews, 
and, contequentlys of the advantages which they brought 
to his kingdom: and, therefore, willing to fecnre a pledge 
in hand, he canfents to the departure of the men, but 
would have the little ones and the flocks remain behind. 
This was acondition not to be accepted: for a perfeé&t re- 
demption of every Ifraelite from Egyptian flavery was the 
great object of Mofes’s miffion; who informs Pharaoh, thar - 
a folemn /efival was to be held unto the Lorn; upon which 
occafion, it was ufual for the whole body of the nation, men, 
women and children, to unite.in the celcbration. 
fe 
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demand as not only peremptory, but infolent: ; 
he therefore bade them look to it, and confider 
well what they infifted on; after which, in a very 
threatening manner, he difmiffed them. 

This repulfe occafioned another judgment to 
be infli€ted on the miferable fubjects of an infidel 
king; for Mofes, by -the Divine command, 
ftretched out his hand, with the rod in it, and im- 
mediately a {corching wind blew all that day and 
the fucceeding night ; the confequence of which 
was, the next morning there appeared endlefs le- 
gions of locufts §, which, in a fhort time, fo de- 
voured the fruits of the earth, that it became, as 
it were, quite naked: the happy productions ari- 
fing from the fertile Nile, and all that bountiful 
nature afforded, were carried off by thefe airy 





§ This muft have been a dreadful plague indeed, as will 
evidently appear from the wonderful accounts given of thefe 
devouring animals by different authors, who have been eye- 
witnefles of the devaitations made by them in different parts 

f the world. 

- Thevenot, in his travels, tells us, ‘* That in part of Scy- 
thia, which the Coffacks now inhabit, there are infinite 
numbers of locufts (efpecially in dry feafons) which the 
north-eaft wind brings over fiom Tartary, Circaflia and Min- 
grelia, which places are feldom or ever free from them. ‘That 
they fly in the air all compaét together like a vait cloud, fome- 
times fifteen or eighteen miles long, and about ten or twelve 
miles broad, fo that they quite darken the fky, and make 
the brighteit day obfcure; and that wherever they light, 
they devour all the corn in lef$than two hours time, and tre- 
quently make a famine in the country. Thefe inteéts, fays 
he, live not above fix months; and when they are dead, the 
ftench arifing from them fo corrupts and infects the air, that 
it very often breeds dreadful peltilences.”” 

The account given of thefe animals by Aldrovandus and 
Frifcelius is as follows: ‘* ‘Yhat, in the vear of Our Lord 
852 an infinite number of them was feen to fly over twenty 
miles in Germany in one day, in the manner of a formed 
army, divided in feveral fquadrons, and having their quar- 
ters apart when they refted; that the captains marched a 
day’s journey before the reit, and chofe the moft opportune 
places for their camp; that they never removed ull fun- 
rifing, at which'time they went away in as much order as an 
army of men could do; that, at latt, having done great 
mitchief, wherever they paffed they were driven, by a vio- 
Jent wind, into the Belgic Ocean, and there drowned ; but 
that, being caft’ by the waves upon the fhore, they covered 
an hundred and forty acres of land, and caufed a great peiti- 

e in the country.” ; : 
a Hans Sloane (in his Natural Hittory of Jamaica) gives 
a very particular account of thefe infects having infeiled that 
ifland, which, with refpect to their deftructive nature, jultly 
corroborates with the before-mentioned. The defcription 
he gives of them is as follows: ** ‘This locuft, (fays he) from 
the head to the end of the wings was two inches and a half 
long, its body was two inches in length, in the abdomen 
were feven incifures, it had two antenne each half an inch 
long, a large purple and brown head, with two lenti- 
cular eyes each prominent, three pair or fix legs, taking 
their origin from the thorax, the hindermott pair being thick 
at the thighs and prickly, two inches long, more than twice 
as long as thofe before, thofe in the middle longer than the 
foremoit, the wings membranaceous, of an ath, inclining 
to red or purple colour, with many brown {pots on them: 
Jt had three incifures on its back, which was guarded, as it 
were, with armour.” . , 

“© This locuft (continues Sir Hans) is the fame with thofe 
eaten in Barbary ; they dry them in ovens to preferve them, 
then either eat them alone, or pounded and mixed with milk; 
and they are, without queition, fed on by the inhabitants of 
many places in the world.” . 

That locutts were eaten by the antient Perfians, Syrians, 
Africans, and almott all the Aftatics, is afferted by Diodorus 
Siculus; and there is no doubt but they were eaten by the 
antient Canaanites. Clenard affirms, that he faw waggon 
loads of locutts brought into Fez as food for the citizens; 
and Hirftenius, that abour the borders of Jordan the inha- 
bitants pull off their wings and feet, hang them up, and 
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pillagers, and nothing appeared but horror and 
defolation throughout the land of Egypt. 

The hardened Pharaoh was more fenfibly af- 
fected at this plague, than he kad been at any of 
the former. He plainly faw that the. deftruction 
of the fruits of the earth muft be fucceeded by 
the deftruction of man and beaft. Wherefore, 
fending for Mofes and Aaron, he, in amore fup- 
pliant manner, addreffed them in words to this 
effect: « I have, indeed offended Jehovah, your 
** God, in refufing to obey his command, and 
‘© you, in fo often breaking my word with you: 
** forgive me this offence, and intreat your God 
“* toavert this judgment, thar I and my people 
‘* perith not by devouring famine.” 

Mofes, once more compaffionating the cafe of 

the 





after they are fermented by the heat, are efteemed good food. 

‘The accounts given by the before-mentioned writers rela- 
tive to the dreadful deftru€tion made by thefe animals is far- 
ther corroborated by the Sieur Beauplan, in his Hiftory of 
the Ukraine. After relating many remarkable circumftances, 
he gives a particular defcription of the nature of their pro- 
pagation : ** Thefe vermin (fays he) increafe and multiply 
thus: they generate in Oftober, and with their tails make a 
hole in the ground, and having laid 300 eggs in ir, and co- 
vered them with their feet, they die, for they never live above 
fix months and an half; and though the rains fhould come 
then, it would not deftroy the eggs; nor does the froft, 
though never fo sharp, hurt them, but they continue till 
fpring, which is about Mid-April; when, the fun warming 
the earth, they hatch, and leap all about, being’ fix weeks 
before they can fly, without going far from the place where 
they received life; but when ttronger, and that they can fly, 
they go wherever the wind carries them. If it fhould happen 
that the North-Eaft prevails, when they firlt take their flight, 
it carries them all into the Black Sea; butif the wind biows 
from any other quarter, they go into fome other country to 
do mifchief. But if therains fall when they begin to hatch, 
and continue but eight or ten days, all the eggs are lott; and 
fo in fummer, eight or ten days continual rain kills all the 
locuits upon the ground, for they cannot fly, and fo people 
are delivered from them, But if the fummer prove dry 
(which is moft ufual) they are tormented with them tll they 
die in Oober.——This is what I have chferved feveral years 
in thofe parts concerning the locufts, which are as thick as a 
man’s finger, and three or four inches in length,” 

In the year 1748 great numbers of thefe infects vifited 
different parts of England, but, happily, their ftay was of 
fhort duration. A very ingenious ndaturalift, who, at the 
time, took great pains in noticing their form, gives us the 
following deicription of them: “© This infect (fays he) in 
fhape, nearly refembles a grafs-hopper; it hops and flies 
in the fame manner, but is more robuft, of a different co- 
lour, and has four large wings, like thofe of the pond-keeper 
or horfe-ftinger: they are tranfparent and brown, divided 
into panes by a fmail black fine, and their texture is very 
elaftic ; the wings of one, whofe body was two inches and 
an half in length, being extended, meafured five inches 
from point to point; fome have taken notice of a much 
larger fize. The body is fealy, the head large, and the face 
ftreaked with brown and white; the eyes are very bright, 
and of an hazle colour. It has jaws on each fide, which 
open and fhut horizontally, ot a black, hard, horny fub- 
ftance, which, when opened, difcover a tongue like a {mall 
feed French bean; they are round like a pair of pincers, 
meeting with great exactnefs, and are not keen but blunt. 
Over thefe jaws where they meet, it lets fall a thin cover, 
which it contracts and folds at pleafure, and puts forth a 
confiderable diftance from the mouth; and probably this 
thin fubitance is of ufe to draw towards it blades of grafs, 
or any other thing which it-eats of a yielding nature. An 
horfe fly being put into a vial to one of thefe locults was 
devoured by it, in a fhort time. 

Such is the nature of thofe deftructive animals catled lo. 
cults ; the accounts we have given of whichare fufficient to 
convey to the mind a proper idea how dreadful the pu- 
nifhment of this plague muft have been to the Egyptians, 
more efpecially when we confider, that thofe locus were 
fuch as were never known before. 


Cusp VIL. ! a 
the :juftly aflitted king, iaddreffed himfelf to. the 
‘Altwighty in his behalf, and. the locufts, by ‘the 


force of a ftrong wefterly wind, were.driven ‘into | 


the Red. Sea}. .: But this plague was no foorier 
removed, than, Pharaoh's obitinacy and conténapt 
of God’s commands, returned, and he again refu- 
fed: the departure of the Ifraelites. Or 5 
_ All thefe methods to feduce Pharaoh to an 
obedience of the Divine command -proving inef- 


fectual; the Almighty commanded Mofes to 


ftretch forth his hand towards heaven, that there | 


might be an univerfal darknefs, fuch as before 
had never been known, throughout the land of 
Egypt. 5 ane oes 

Mofes obeyed the Divine command, immedi- 
ately on which fuch folid and thick clouds of 
darknefs invaded the fky, that nature feemed at 
once to be involved-in orie dreadful eclipfe : the 
fun no longer encouraged the lower world with 
his chearful beams; the moon, with the ftars no 
more illuminated the air, and fo difmal was the 
afpect of all things, ‘that nature appeared as if 
about to return to her original chaos. 

This dreadful {cene of horror lafted three days, 
and the haughty Pharaoh was fo affected at ir, 
that, though he had long ftood immoveable againft 
the threats and judgements of God, yet he now, 
fearing an univerfal diffolution, and frightened at 
the continual terror * of this long night, began 
ferioufly to relent; and fending for Mofes, 
thus addreffed him: “ Ye may go, faid he, with 
« your little ones, and ferve the Lord ; but for 
«my fecurity, I would have you leave your 
«¢ flocks and herds behind.” a 

But this not being abfolutely confiftent with 
the Divine command, Mofes would not accept it. 
He told Pharaoh, that it was the exprefs com-~- 
mand of their God to remove with a// their fub- 
{tance ; and that they knew not in what manner 
they were to offer facrifice to their God, nor 
fhould they till they came into the wildernefs. 

The haughty tyrant, incenfed at the non-com- 
pliance of Mofes to what he efteemed a diftin- 
guithed indulgence, commanded him to be gone, 





{| The Red Sea here mentioned was no other than what - 
wwe call the Arabian .Gulph, which lies to the eaft of Egypt, | 


and joins to the fouthern ocean. In the Arabian language 
it is called the Sea of Suph, which fignifies, a fea near the 
borders of which grow great numbers of rufhes. Some have 
imagined that the water of this Guiph, or Sea, was red; 
but that notion is improbable, for either the name was de- 
rived from the red mountains that are fituated on: each fide 
of it; ‘or, more probably, from the violence of the fun’s 
beams giving it a reddifh appearance. 

* Ic is che opinion of fome commentators, that during 
thefe three days darknefs, the Egyptians were vifited by 
dreadful vifions and fpeétres; which opinion is greatly 
Strengthened in the Bock of Wi/dom, chap. xvii. Undoubted- 
ly, from fach unofual darknefs they thought the whole order 
of the world to be overfet, and had reafon to apprehend its 
diffolution was at hand. |. 

+ It. was ufual for the loweft flaves to be employed in the: 
drud of che mill; and therefore the prophet Ifaiah ufes 
this idea, to exprefs the abject ttate of flavery to which Babylon 
Should be reduced: Come down, and fit in the duff, O vir- 
gin daughter of Babylon: fit on the ground, take the mill-fiones, 
and grind meal, Uifaiah lvii. 1,2. Dr. Shaw obferves, that 
moft families in thofe countries fill grind their wheat and 
barley at home, having two portable mill-ftones for that 
prec 3. the nppermoft whereof “is turned round by 4 {mall 

andle of wad or iron, which is placed in the rim, When. 
this ftone is large, or expedition is mired, then a fecond 
perfon is called in to afift; and, itis ufval for the women 
alone to be concerned in this employment, who feat them- 
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and, with great auifterity; tbld him; if'he ever ap~ ¢ 


-peared before him again, it fhould coft-him his 


life. 


- “Mofes promifed Pharaoh he fhould never again 


fee his face; but, by the Divine command, he 
once more vifited him, and that with a meflage 


-more fevere than any he had yet delivered. 


«© Tell him (fays the Almighty to Mofes) in the 
's hearing of his people, Thus faith the Lord, 
* About midnight will I go out irito the midit 
*¢ of Egypt. And all the firft-born in the land 
“* of Egypt fhall die, from the firft-born of Pha- 
°° raoh chat fetteth upon his throne, even unto the 
© firft-born of the fevisledervadt that. is behind 
*€ the mill; and all the firft-born of beafts. 
‘¢ And there fhall be a great cry throughout all 
«© the land of Egypt, fuch as was never before, 
"© nor fhall be again. But the children of Ifrael 
«© fhall not be the leaft affected, that ye may 
* know the diftinction made by the Lord between 
© you and them. And all thy fervants fhall 
"© come down unto me, faying, Get thee out, and 
* all the people that follow thee; and after that 
«© T will go out myfelf.” 

Mofes delivered this meffage to Pharaoh in 
the manner he had been commanded. But the 
haughty tyrant defied his threats, and ftill per- 
fitted in his obftinacy, that the Ifraelites fhould 
not depart from Egypt; upon which Mofes, 
finding him inflexible, turned away, and left 
him. 

Previous to the carrying of this laft fentence 
into execution, the Almighty inftruéted Mofes 
and Aaron in what manner to direct the people 


‘to prepare the Paffover, which was to be a feaft 


in commemoration of their departure out of 
Egypt, and was to be held on the day preceeding 
that event{. The directions which, by the Di- 
vine command, Mofes gave to the people on this 
occafion, were to the following effect: Thar 
every family of Ifrael, (or, if the family was too 
{mall two neighbouring families joining together) 
fhould, on the tenth § day of the month, take a 

: . lamb 





felves over againft each other, with the mill-ftones between 
them.. We may fee not only the propriety of the expreflion 


| in this verfe, of fitting behind the mill, but the force of 


another, Matt. xxiv. 41. that tevo avomen fball be grinding at 
the mill; the one feall be taken, and the other left. 

t Thefe direétions given by the Almighty to Mofes are 
introduced by the following paflage : This month fhall be unto 
you the beginning of months: it foall be the firft day of the 
Sirf month of the year to you. The jews, like moft other na- 
tions, began their year, before this event, about the autum- 
nal equinox, in the month Tifri, after their harveft and 


' vintage: but that which was their firft month, now became 


their feventh ; as the month of Abib, which anfwers prin- 
cipally to our March, was, by God’s appointment, and in 
commemoration of this their deliverance, conftituted the firlt 
month of their facred year. Abib fignifies she green corn ; 
and the month was fo named, becaufe, about this time, the 
corn in thofe countries began toripen. 
§ The paffover, or feaft was to be celebrated on the four- 
teenth day of the month, fo that four days were allowed 
revious to its being held. In after-times the Jews did not 
begin their preparation till the thirteenth, or the day pre- 
ceding the paffover: but here, they are ordered to prepare 
on the tenth day of the month, not only becaufe this being 
the firft time of the celebration of the paflover, they might 
require more time to prepare. for a ceremony entirely new, 
but becaufe, being to depart from Egypt fuddenly, and in 
et hafte, they might be perfedtly ready, and have no 
indrance to make them neglect any part of the duty ene 
joined. 
T 
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lamb, or kid, aad, having fhut it up till the 
fourteenth day, then kill it. That the lamb, or 
kid, fhould be a male not above a year old, and 
without any manner of blemifh: that when they 
killed it, hey fhould catch the blood in a veffel, 
and with a bunch of hyflop dipped in it, ied 
.the fide pofts of the outer door after which they 
fhould not ftir out of the houfe till the next 
morning. In the mean time they were to eat the 


jamb or kid (dreffed whole and without breaking © 


a bone of it) neither raw, nor fodden, but roafted, 
with unleavened bread and. bitter herbs ; that, if 
there was more than they could difpenfe with, 
they were to. bury it; and, laftly, that the pofture 
.in which they were to eat it, was to be ina hurry, 
with their cloathes |} on their fhoulders, and their 
ftaves in their hands, as if they were juft upon the 
point of going to depart. 

Thefe preparations being punctually obeyed 
by the Ifraelites, agreeable to the Divine com- 
mand, the laft dreadful calamity denounced againft 
Pharaoh and his people was put in execution. 
In the middle of the night of the fourteenth day 
of the month, when the Egyptians were all reti- 
red to reft, the Almighty, by his deftroying an- 
gel, flew the firft-born of every houfe in Egypt, 
from the king who fat on the throne, to the 
meaneft flave ; but among the Ifraelites none was 
hurt, becaufe the bloody marks upon the door 
pofts were tokens for the angels not to ftrike on 
thofe houfes. A fudden outcry and confufion 
fuddenly took place among the Egyptians: the 
dying groans of their children awoke them ; and 
when each family found, without exception, the 
firft-born both of man and beaft were dead, they 
were deeply affected, expecting that the like fate 
would foon attend themfelves. Pharaoh had the 
like apprehenfions, and, hoping to avoid an un- 
timely death, haftily fent for Mofes and Aaron, 
commanding them, together with all the Ifrae- 
lites, to depart with the utmoft expedition “ Get 
“« you forth, fays he, from among my people, 
** both you and the children of Ifrael, and go 
ferve your God, as ye have faid; and take 
your flocks and your herds as ye demanded, 
** and be gone: I will ftand no longer on terms 
* with you, only pray for me that this plague 
“* may not go any farther.” The people were 
no lefs importunate for the departure of the 
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Wraelites than their king, concluding, that if | 


they were any longer detained, it would be pro- 
ductive of the moft fatal confequences, and that 
the people of the whole country would be to- 
tally deftroyed. 

Mofes had before-hand, according to God’s- 
order, directed the Ifraelites to borrow of the 
Egyptians all the filver and gold veffels they 
could ; and at the fame time Gad fo difpofed the 
hearts of the Egyptians that they lent them every 
thing they afked for, by which means they were 
divetted of a confiderable part of their mofl valu- 
able property. So fearful were they that fome 
heavy judgment would fall on them fhould the 
Ifraelites be any longer detained, and fo urgent 





| Thefe cloaths were flight thin garments, refembling 
thofe which the Arabs now wear, and which they call Ayées. 
“© Thefe hykes, fays Dr. Shaw, are of various fizes, and of 
dificrent qualities and finenefs, The ufual fize of them is 
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were they to have them gone, that they would 
not let them ftay even to bake their bread, buc 
obliged them to take the dough, raw:as it was, 
along with them, and bake it as well as they 
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could upon the road: from whence it afterwards 


became a law, that, during the time of the Paffo- 
ver, (which was held annually and lafted feven 
days) no other bread fhould be eaten. but that 
which was unleavened. 

Though the departure of the Ifraelites was fo 
fadden, and attended indeed with fome confu- 
fion, yet Mofes did not forget to comply with 
the dying injunction. of the patriarch Jofeph, 
namely, that whenever they fhould leave. Egypt 
they fhould not fail carrying his bones with 
them, and depofiting them in the fepulchre of 
his anceftors. Accordingly they took with them 
the coffin in which his body had been laid 
and carefully preferved, and in which it had lain 
embalmed upwards of an hundred and fifty 

ears, 

= The Ifraelites left Egypt on the fifteenth day 
of the firft month, and proceeded as far as Suc- 
coth, a diftance of about twelve miles. Here 
they took a review of the whole company, 
which, exclufive of children, amounted to 
600,000. Among them were a great number 
of ftrangers, who, having feen the calarrfities 
that Egypt had fuffered for Ifrael’s fake, chofe 
rather to feek their fortunes with them, than re- 
main any longer in a country that was become, 
as it were, almoft defolate. 

To perpetuate the remembrance of this glo- 
rious difplay of Divine power and goodnefs in 
behalf of the Ifraelites, the Almighty (during 
their ftay at Succoth) commanded Mofes to in- 
form them, that. when they fhould be brought 
into the land of Canaan, they fhould fet apart, 
and devote unto the Lord, their firft-born bath 
of man and beaft, as a token that God, for their 
fakes, had flain alle firft-born in Egypt. 

The neareft way for the Ifraelites to have gone 
from Succoth to Canaan was, through the coun+ 
try of the Philiftines; but left, being: unac- 
cuftomed to war, they fhould, in cafe of any 
oppofition, repent of their deliverance, and re- 
turn to Egypt, the Almighty direéted them, by 
Mofes, to take their rout along the coafts of the 
Red Sea; and, for their greater encouragement 
and fecurity, himfelf undertook. to guide and 
direct them, by the wonderful appearance of 
a cloud, in the form of a large column, which 
fhaded them from the heat of the fun by. day, 
and in the night-time became a pillar. of fire, or 
a bright cloud, to fupply the fun’s abfence, and 
illuminate their camp. By this affiftance the 
Ifraelites were enabled to march both day and 
night: and, under this aufpicious guide, pro- 
ceeding from Succoth, they came to Etham, 
(which gives name to the wildernefs on whofe 
borders it is fituated) and there halted. 

Their ftay here was very fhort, for the Al- 
mighty, appearing to Mofes, ordered him to 
march them along the coaft of the Red Sea, 

until 





fix yards long and twa broad. It ferves them. for a compleat 
drefs in the day-; and, as they fleep in their raiments, as the 
Ifraelites did of old (Deut. xxiv. 13.) it ferves likewife for 
their bed and covering at night. ‘ 


Crap, VIII, 
until they cams to Pishahiroth, which ley be- 
tween Migdol aad the Sea, and there to en 
camp. At the fame time he tald Mofes; that 
Pharaoh would fay, they were entangled in the 
wildernefs: and that he would harden Pharaoh’s 
heart, that he fhould purfue them, and be de- 
ftroyed. es 

It was not long before this Divine prediction 
was fully verified. Pharaoh was no fooner in- 
formed of the departure of the Ifraelites, than he 
repented having given his confent to their dif- 
miffion ; and rage aad revenge fucceeded his 
late fears and grief for the deaths of the firft- 
born. He forgot the Almighty power that, by 
a fucceffion of plagues, had fo lately afflicted 
him and his people; and, regardlefs of the dan- 
ger of provoking him again, blindly purfued his 
own deftruction, inftead of that of the Hraelites, 
who, had it not been for the obduracy of his 
heart, he muft have difcoveréd to have been all 
along under the Divine prote€tion. 

Determined, however, to purfue the Ifraelites, 
and, if poffible, to regain them, Pharaoh muftered 
up all the forces he could, and for the greater 
expedition, took with him a prodigious aumber 
of chariots and horfemen. Marching at the 
head of thefe with all imaginable expedition, on 
the fixth day after the departure of the Ifraelites 
out of Egypt, he came up with them, and halted 
with his whole army, ‘at a finall diftance from 
their camp. 

The fight of fo confiderable an army {truck 
the pufillanimous Ifraelites with the greateft ter- 
ror. Finding themfelves hemmed in on every 
fide, with the fea in their front, huge mountains 
on their flank, and the Egyptian army in the 
rear, they began to defpair of any means of efca- 
ping. They reproached Mofes with being the 
author of all their woes, and wifhed to return to 
the yoke they had fo lately fhaken off. Long 
cuftom had inured them to a ftate of flavery, and 
continual fervitude of body had debafed their 
minds, 


Mofes, however, (being apprized cf God’s, 


defign) inftead of refenting their reproaches, en- 
deavoured to comfort them, by affuring them 
that God himfelf would certainly fight for them, 
and, by his Almighty power, bring matters to 
fuch an iffue, that the very people of whom they 


were fo much afraid, fhould be totally deftroyed. | 


«¢ The Lord, faid: he, will fight for you, and 
‘¢ complete your deliverance; and this nume- 
*¢ rous army of the Egyptians, which now terri- 
«© fieth you, fhall no more affright, or moleft 
ri 9 you 78 


v 





* The words Joféphus puts into- Mofes’s mouth, on this 
occafion are as follow: ‘* Put the cafe (fays he) that you 
‘* had depofited fome.great troftin the hands of a perfon, 
** that had -hitherto managed all well and wifely for you, 
** might not you reafonably depend’ upon that man for the 
«* fame care and kindnefs, and the fame cafe too over again? 
«© what a madnefs is it for you to defpond then, where God 
«* himfelf has taken you under his. preteftion, and, of his 
<* own free bounty, performed every thing by me, that can 


*€ contribute to your freedom and fecurity? nay, the very 
“ 


es 
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‘to give over the purfuit, and return. 





difficulty of the cafe you are in, is an argument to inflame 
** your hope, rather than difcourage it. He hath brought 
ou into this diftrefs, on purpole to fhew his power and: 
ndnefs in bringing you out again, even to the furprife 
and admiration of -yourfelves, as well as your enemies. 
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Paving thus eadeavoured t6 pacify the inti- 
midated Ifrachited, Mofes ordered them to move 
towards the fea-fide. As they were advancing 
the mitaculous cloud (which the Almighty had 
appointed for the purpofe, and which. was under 
his immediate direétion in order to give affiftance 


| to his chofen peopte) removed from the front 


to the rear of the Ffraelites camp, and turning its 
dark fide towards the Egypttans threw then into 
a ftate of confufion, not being able to form: a 


} Judgment which way to proceed; while, on the 
| contrary, its bright, or fiery fide, being turned 
| to the Hfraelites, not only gave them a fuffici- 
rency of light, but fecured them from being, 


that night, attacked by the enemy. 

The Sirighy had inftructed Mofes in what 
manner to fecure his people, and afflict their 
enemies. The facred rod, by which he had 
wrought fo many miracles ftill retained its yir- 
tucs, and God commanded him again to ufe it 
for this his laft punifhment on Pharaoh and his 
people. “ Lift up thy rod ({aid he to Mofes) 
*« and ftretch thine hand over the fea, and dividé 
«« it; and the children of Ifrael fhall go on dry 
*¢ land through the midft of the fea: and I will 
‘* harden the hearts of the Egyptians that they 

fhall purfue them, and there will I get me ho= 
nour upon the ruin of Pharaoh and his mighty 
“* army.” 

In obedience to this command, as foon as the 
Ifraelites came to the brink of the fea, Mofes 
waved his rod ; immediately on which a ftrong 
eaft wind blew, and drove the waves back from 
the land, and, by dividing the waters: (which: 
ftood, as it were, fufpended like a wail on éaclt 
fide) made a dry and fafe paffage for the Hiae- 
lites, who, under their great guide, entered the 
fandy plain, and, in a fhort time, reached the 
oppofite fhore. 

‘The Egyptians, actuated by fury and revenge, 
purfued the Ifraelites, and, not fufpecting but 
that they, with their chariots and horfemen, 
en fafely follow the track which the Ifraelites 
had before gone on foot, they followed them 
into the midft of the fea. But about break of 
day the next morning they began to fee their 
error, by difcovering their whole army‘to be.in 
the greateft ftate of confufion. Some of. their 
chariots were broken, fome faftened in quick- 
fands, and the bodies of others feparated’ frorn 
the carriages; fo that, perceiving the hand of 
God againft them, they turned about, intendin 

But: thet 
efforts proved entirely fruitleis. The Ifraclites 
were, at this time, all fafe on the oppofite fhore’; 

in 


« 


ce 
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It is not God’s time to interpofe with his almighty power 
in {mall matters, but in great and trying calamities: when 
** all hopes of human help fails us, that is the feafon for 
** him to work out the deliverance of thofe, who caft them- 
‘€ felves upon him. And therefore fear nothing, fo long as 
*¢ you have him for your proteétor and defender, who is able 
*€ to raife the lowly and oppreffed, and to lay the honour 
“ of their perfecutors in the cuit. Be not afraid of the 
‘© Egyptian armed troops, neither defpond of your lives and 
‘¢ fafeties, becaufe you are, at prefent, locked up between 
the fea and mountains, and have no vifible way in nature 
*€ to come off ; for the God, whom you ferve, is able to 
“« Jevel all thefe mountains, and lay the ocean dry. His 
‘* will, in fine, be done.”* 
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in confequénce of which Mofes, by “the ‘Divine 
command, ftretched out his rod again over the 
fea, whereupon the roaring.waves broke loofe 


from their invifible chain, and the divided parts - 


fuddenly uniting, covered the thirfty bottom. 
The frightened Egyptians faw their. danger, and 


with the utmoft fpeed endeavoured to avoid it; - 


but all was in vain: the mighty God of Ifrael 
had determined to avenge himfelf on the infidel 
monarch and his people, and to make their ruin 
a lafting-monument of his juftice and. venge- 
ance. The haughty Pharaoh, together with his 
army, fell victims to an offended God, and not 
a fingle perfon efcaped to communicate the dire- 
ful intelligence to their countrymen. 

The Ifraelites beheld, with wonder and 
amazement, the carcafes, and rich f{poils of cheir 
enemies, thrown upon the fea-fhore ; for which 
they not only expreffed their thankfulnefs to 
God, but alfo refpect and reverence to his fer- 
vant Mofes, by whofe hand the Almighty had 
wrought fo many wonders for their prefervation 
and{fafety. 

In grateful acknowledgment for this wonder- 
ful deliverance, Mofes compofed a triumphant 
hymn, in which he extolled the greatnefs of 
God’s power, and his amazing mercy to his peo- 
ple difplayed on this. occafion. In finging this 
hymn Mofes was joined by the whole company, 
whom he divided into two great parts or choirs. 
He and his brother Aaron headed the men, and 
their fitter Miriam, with a timbrel in her hand, 
was placed at the head of the women. They 
fang and played alternately, and, in the height 
of their joy, intermixed dances, which were 
' properly adapted to difplay that thankfulnefs of 
heart exprefled in the words they fang t. 


gr 
As Egypt has been the grand fcene of the very 
important tranfactions related in this chapter, it 
may not be improper to clofe it with a few ob- 
fervations on the learning, language, religion, 
idolatry, 8c. of the Egyptians during this pe- 
riod. 


That the Egyptians, in the very early ages of 
the world, were famous for wifdom and learning 





t+ This hymn, or fong of Mofes abounds with the moft 
fublime and lofty expreffions; and there is no doubt but the 
facred mufic which the women played to it was properly 
adapted. It is alfo applied to the true and original end. of 
poetry; namely, the praife of God, and his marvellous 
doings, The two firlt verfesrun thus: 


J will fing unto the Lord, for be hath triumphed glorioufly; 
The horfe and bis rider hath be thrown into the fea. - 
The Lord is my firength and fong ; 

And he is become my falvation : 

He is my God; and I will prepare him an habitation : 
My father’s God ; and I will exalt him. 


This hymn runs from the firft verfe of the fifteenth chap- 
ter of Exodus to the twenty-firft ; and the whole of it may 
be thus paraphrafed : 


The Lord’s triumphant name let all rehearfe, 
Praife the Great Maker of the univerfe ! 

The horfe, whom rich caparifons adorn, 

Proud riders by the generous courfers borne, 

Ac once have flept their laft and final fleep. 

At once lie buried in the Arabian deep. 
Great God of war! we will thy works proclaim, 
‘Thy won’rous works! Jehovah is thy name. 
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is evident from many antient writers, as alfo the - 
teftimony of the fcriptures themfelves; for when, 
among other things to the-honour of Mofes, it is . 
faid that be was learned in all the wifdom of the 
Egpytianst; and, to magnify the! knowledge of 
Solomon, we are told that be excelled all the wi/- 
dom of the Egyptians § ; we cannot but infer that 
this nation had gained a reputation for knowledge 
fuperior to any other in the world. 

._ Natural caufes, affifted by natural geriius, pro- 
duced the invention of feveral ufeful. fciences. 
The tillage,of the ground gave rife to the ftudy 
of: aftronomy, for, by obferving the nature and 
motions of the planets, they became acquainted 
with the proper times and feafons for the feveral 
The overflowing of their 
country every year by the Nile, and every year 
lofing moft of its land-marks, made it of continual 
ufe to them to ftudy geometry, and, as a neceffary 
companion to that, to make themfelves ac- 
quainted with arithmetic, or the art of compu- 
tation. 

But though they had, in fome meafure, dif-. 
covered thefe fciences, yet it is reafonable to 
imagine that for a confiderable time their know- 
ledge of them was very imperfeét. They ob- 
ferved, indeed, the places of the ftars, and the 
periodical motions of the planets. They Rept 
accounts of their obfervations, together with the 
weather and feafons that followed, for a long 
courfe of years. They recorded the time of 
fowing this or that grain, and, by their long 
experience, became able prognofticators of the 
weather, and excellent direftors for the tillage 
of the ground, In like manner, by their know- 
ledge in Geography, they contrived very proper 
methods of marking out, and defcribing, the fe- 
veral parts of their country, and, no doubt, were 
very careful in marking draughts. of the. flow 
and ebb of the river Nile every year.;, but, not- 
withftanding they had acquired all this know- 
ledge, yet it is very certain that many years 
elapfed before thefe fciencés were brought to a 
proper ftate of perfection, sss 

The fcience of Phyfic is generally imputed to 
fEfculapius, which name was given to ane of 
their kings for his great fkill in that art. They 

likewife 





Our Saviour Thou, our ftrength, our fong, our praife, 
Our Father’s God, thy glorious name we’ll raife : 
For thee a ftately temple we'll prepare, 

Deep as the center, tow’ring as the air. 


Thus faid th’ infulting foe—I will purfue, 
My fword, my thirfty fword, in blood embrue : 
The winds of God blew terrible and loud, 
The fea the fignal takes, and overwhelms the proud. 
Like ftones, like lead they fink, they all expire 
Like ftubble in thy wrath’s confuming fire. 
The waters faw, thy voice the waters hear, 
Forget their nature, and congeal with fear. 
‘ Convulfions cleave the feas in horrid-caves,. 
And thew a new abyfs beneath the waves. 


Great God of Ifrael! what vain idol dare 

With Thee th’ Eternal Lord of Hofts compare ? 
Thy glory thall thy ranfom’d faints exprefs, 
Obedient nature does thy power confefs, 

And Thee, with faces veil’d, the dazzled angels blefs, 
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likewife invented chymiftry; and, no doubt, 
from their conftant practice of diffections, were 
well acquainted with anatomy. ; 

But, what the Egyptians moft valued them- 
felves for, at this period, was, their knowledge 
in magic, which art had no other foundation 
than a fuperftitious belief of the great influence 
the heavenly bodies are fuppofed to have on this 
inferior world. They imagined that the feven 
planets governed the feven days ‘of the week, 
and pretended that, by a long obfervation of the 
celeftial bodies they had obtained the art of 
forefeeing future events. They believed that, 
generally fpeaking, prodigies were caufed, ora- 
cles given, and vifions occafioned, in a natural 
way, either by the obfervations on the planets, or 
by the operations of the power of nature; and 
therefore they conceived that their learned pro- 
feffors could work miracles, obtain omens, and 
interpret dreams merely by their fkill in natural 
knowledge. 

Thefe were fome of the chief arts and fciences 
that flourifhed at this time among the Egyptians; 
and the following were the means by which 
this learning was preferved and tranfinitted to 
their defcendants. 

That the Egyptian language was one of the 
moft ancient in the world is not to be doubted: 
it was certainly an original, or mother-tongue, 
and formed immediately after the Confufion of 
Tongues at Babel. Their moft ancient method 
of writing was, by hieroglyphic figures of vari- 
ous animals and plants, the different parts of 
human bodies, and mechanical inftruments. In 
thefe things did the hieroglyphicks both of the 
Ethiopians and Egyptians (whereof Hermes is 
faid to have been the inventor) moft certainly 
confift. But, exclufive of thefe, they made ufe 
likewile of literal charaéters, whereof they had two 
kinds: one of thefe they called the /acred letters, 
in which their public regifters, and other matters 
of importance, were written ; and the other, the 
vulgar, from its being ufed in the common 
courfe of bufinefs. But both thefe characters 
are at prefent loft, unlefs they remain in fome old 
Inferiptions, that are unintelligible, and cannot be 
decypher’d. 

Not only the Egyptians, bur feveral other 
Nations, ufed to preferve the Memory of Things 
by Inferiptions on Pillars. The Columus of Her- 
mes, upon which he is faid to have wrote all his 
learning, are mentioned by feveral writers of 
good note; and from them, both the Grecian 
Philofophers, and Egyptian Hiftorians are fup- 
pofed to have taken many valuable hints: But 
to thefe Infcriptions fucceeded the facred Books, 
which contained not only what related to the 
Worfhip of the Gods, and the Laws of the 
Kingdom; but dforical . Collections likewife, 
and all kind of mifcellaneous and pbilofophical 
matters of any moment, which the Priefts, or 
fecred Scrites were obliged to infert in thefe 
publick Regiffers, in order to be tranfmitted to 
pofterity. 

With refpect to the religion of the Egyptians, 
it confifted of the moft grofs idolatry, and the 
deities they worfhipped were of the moft abfurd 
and fabulous nature. Thofe chiefly honoured 
were, Ofiris and Ifis, by which it is moft pro- 
bable they originally meant the fun and moon, 

: 


From the CREATION, to the Dz atu of Moszs. "9 


whofe influences governed and preferved the 
world. The name Ofiris in the Egyptian tongue, 
fignified many-eyed, an epithet very proper for the 
fun; and Ifis fignified antient. Thefe two pla- 
nets were confidered by them as the great caufes 
of nutrition and generation, and as it were the 
fources fromy whence the other parts of nature, 
which alfo they looked upon as gods, and to 
which they gave diftinét names, were derived. 
Thefe were Jupiter, or Spirit, the vis vivifica of 
living creatures ; Vulcan, or Fire ; Ceres, or the 
Earth; Oceanus (by which they meant their Nile) 
or Moifture; and Neith (Minerva) or Air. 
They had alfo terreftrial and mortal deities, 
which had, they thought, merited the honouts 
paid them by the benefits they conferred on man 
in their life-time, feveral of them having been 
good kings of Egypt. Some of thefe bore the 
fame names with the celeftial gods, and others 
had proper names of their own. Such were the 
Sun, Cronus, or Saturn, Rhea, Jupiter, (called 
by them Ammon) Juno, Vefta, Hermes or Mer- 
cury, Orus, Venus, Pan, Arueris, Nephthys, 
Harpocrates, and others. 

Befides thefe gods, the Egyptians worfhipped 
a great number of beafts ; as, the ox, the dog, 
the wolf, the hawk, the crocodile, the ibis, the 
cat, &c. Many of thefe animals were the ob- 
jects only of the fuperftition of fome particular 
cities: and whilft the inhabitants of one part 
worthipped a particular fpecies of them as gods, 
their neighbours held them in the greateit de- 


teftation, which often occafioned bitter ani- 
mofities, and fometimes the moft inveterate 
quarrels. 


The inhabitants of every city had a peculiar 
zeal for their gods. ‘* Among us, fays Cicero, 
it is very common to fee temples robbed and, 
ftatues carried off; but it was never known that 


| any perfon in Egypt ever abufed a crocodile, an 


ibis, or a cat, for its inhabitants would have fuf- 
fered the moft extreme torments, rather than 
have been guilty of fuch facrilege.” It was 
death for any perfon to kill one of thefe animals 


| intentionally ; and even a punifhment was de- 


creed againft him who fhould have killed one of 
them tho’ by accident. Diodorus Siculus relates 
an incident to which he was eye-witnefs during 
his ftay in Egypt, ‘* A Roman, fays he, had in- 
advertently, and without defign, killed a cat; 
the exafperated populace ran to his houfe; and 
neither the authority of the king, who immedi- 
ately detached a body of his guards, nor the 
terror of the Roman name, could refcue the un- 
fortunate criminal. And fuch was the reverence 
the Egyptians had for thefe animals, that in an 
extreme famine, they chofe rather to eat one 
another, than feed upon thefe imaginary deities.” 

But of all the animals which the Egyptians 
held facred, that moft reverenced was the bull. 
There were two of this kind kept, the one at 
Memphis, called Apis, and the other at Helio- 
polis, called Mineuis. “This laft was black, and 
the honours paid to him were inferior to thofe 
due to Apis. 

The extravagant worfhip which the Egyptians 
paid to the bul} at Memphis and Heliopolis, the 
goat at Mendes, the lion at Leontopolis, and the 
crocodile at the lake Mezris, almoft exceeds be- 
lief. They were kept in confecrated enclofures, 

and 
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and well attended by men of high rank, who at | 


a great expence provided victuals for them, 


which confifted of the fineft grafs, corn, flour }f 


boiled in milk, cakes’ of feveral forts made 
with honey, and other dainties. Thofe that 
fed on raw meat were fupplied with feve- 
ral forts of birds. They were wafhed in 
hot baths, anointed with the moft precious 
ointments, and perfumed with the moft odo- 
riferous fcents. They lay on the richeft car- 
pets and other coftly furniture; and that they 
might want nothing to make their lives as happy 
as poffible, they had the moft beautiful females 
of their feveral kinds provided for them, to 
which they gave the ticle of concubines. 

The crocodile, to whom they paid adoration, 
was trained up to be tame and familiar for the 
purpofe; he had his ears adorned with ftrings of 
jewels and gold, and his fore-feet were orna- 
mented with golden chains. He was fed with 
confecrated provifions at the public charge, and 
when ftrangers went to fee him, which often hap- 
pened out of curiofity, they alfo carried prefents 
of cake, dreffed meat, and wine, or a drink 
made with honey, which was offered him by the 
priefts, one opening his mouth, and the other 
feeding him. When he died, his body was em- 
balmed and buried in a coffin at Arfinoe. 

On the death of any of thefe animals, the 
Egyptians lamented their lofs as if they had 
been their children, and frequently laid out con- 
fiderable fums in their interment. If a cat died, 
all the family fhaved their eye-brows, and if a 
dog, their whole body. And thus, putting 
themfelves in mourning, they wrapped the dead 
animal in fine linen, and carried it to be em- 
balmed, where, being anointed with oil of ce- 
dar, and other aromatic preparations to keep it 
from putrefaction, it was buried with the greateft 
folemnity. 

Such were the abfurd and idolatrous practices 
of the Egyptians, on whom, and on this account, 
the following obfervation was certainly made by 
the apoftle ; namely, that though they knew God, 
yet they glorified bins not as God; but changed the 
gly cf God into the image of four-footed beafts, 
cud his truth into e lye; and worfhipped and ferved 
the eveaiure mere than the Creator, who ts bleffed 
for ever. Rom. 1. 21, 23, 25. 

We muft not leave Egypt without taking fome 
notice of thofe monumental ftru€turcs called 
Pyramids, which have attracted the attention of 
travellers in all ages, and which having been 
erected in the period we are now upon, were pro- 


bably the labours of the diftreffed Hraelites dur- | 


ing their captivity under the Egyptian monarchs. 

‘Thefe pyramids have been juftly eftecmed the 
moft curious ftructures in the world, and not- 
withftanding their great antiquity, yet three of 
them ftill remain in a perfeét ftate. They are 
fituated at a final] diftance fr--» each other on 
the fpot where once ftood tue city of Memphis. 
Two of thefe are fhut up, but the third ftands 
for public infpection; and being the largeft of 
the whole (of which there were not lefs than 
twenty in different parts) we fhall here give a 
particular defcription of it; by which a proper 
idea may be formed of the conftruction of the 
reft. 

This pyramid is fituated on a rocky hill, 
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which, in a gentle and eafy afcent, rifes 100 
eet) in the fandy defart of Lybia, about.a quar- 
ter of a mile from.the plains of Egypt... Its ba- 
fis is generally fuppofed to be an exact fquare, 
and every fide (according to thofe who have been 
as careful as poffible in its purecon) about 
693 Englith feet. Its altitude, if meafured by 
its perpendicular, is 481 feet, but, if taken ac- 
cording to the inclination of the pyramid, as it 
afcends, it is exactly equal to a fide of its bafis. 

The afcent to the top of this pyramid is by 
fteps on the outfide, the whole number of which 
are faid to be 212. ‘Thefe fteps are formed in 
rows, and differ as well in heighth as breadth : 
thofe of the lowermoft row are near three feet 
high and two broad, which running about the 
pyramid in a level, form a narrow walk ; the fe- 
cond is like the firft, benching in near three feet; 
the third is alfo muchthe fame; and the reft 
follow in order like fo many ftairs, rifing one 
above another to the top, which does not end in 
a point like mathematical pyramids, but in a 
fall flat or fquare about twelve feet broad. 

The entrance into the pyramid is by a fquare 
narrow paffage, which opens in the midtft of the 
north fide on the fixteenth ftep, or afcending 
thirty-cight feet, on an artificial bank of earth. 
The {tone over it is near 12 feet long and above 
eight feet wide. This entry gocs declining with 
an angle of twenty-fix degrees, being thirty-iix 
feet and a half broad, and ninety-two feet and 
a half long. The ftructure of it was the defign 
of an exquifite hand, as appears by the fmooth~ 
nefs and evennefs of the work, and clofe knitting 
of the joints. On the right hand is a hole of 
eighty-nine feet long; and a gallery on the left 
paved with fmooth polifhed marble. Another 
paflage runs in a level 110 feet, and leads to an 
arched vault or chamber twenty feet long, feven- 
teen broad, and fifteen high. ‘The fecond gal- 
lery is divided from the firft by a wall, and is a 
very ftately piece of work, not inferior, either 
in artificial beauty or richnefs of materials, to the 
moft fumptuous and magnificent buildings: ir 
is §54 feet long, feven brvad, and twenty-fix 
high. ‘The ftone of which the gallery is built 
is a white and polifhed marble, very regutarly 
cut in large tables; and the joints fo clole, that 
they are fearce difcernable by a curious eye. 
It is here to be obferved, that thofe who would 
view the infide muft carry lights with them, for 
there is no window, or other opening, in this 
pyramid, to admit the light. 

After paffing the fecond galery, you come ta 
two fmall anti-chambers line! with a rich fpeckled 
kind of Thebaic marble. Beyond is a fquare 
hole, over which are five lines cut parallel and 
perpendicular; befides which no other fculptures 
or engravings are obferved in the whole pyramid. 
This paffage is nine feet long, moft exquifitely 
cut of Thebaic marble, and is a landing~place 
at the north end of a very fumptuous and well 
proportioned room. This magnificent and fpa- 
cious chamber, in which art feems to have con- 
tended with nature, ftands in the center of the 
pyramid, equidiftant from all the fides, and al- 
moft in the midft between the bafis and the top. 
The floor, the fides, and the roof, are all made 
oftarge tables of the moft beautiful marble. From 
the top of it to the bottom there are about fix 
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ranges of ftene, all of whichare fized to an equal 
height, and very gracefully placed round. the’ 
rooin im one attitude: The. ftenes that cover 
this cHamber are of 2 prodigious length, like fo 
‘ many huge beams, lying fat and traverfing thé 
room, fupporting that infinite mafs and weight 
of the pyramid above. ‘Fhe chamber is thirty- 
four feet long, feventeen broad, and nineteen and 
an half high. Whatever was originally in this 
room, at prefent nothing remains but a tomb 
of granite marble, of one piece, hollow within, 
uncovered at the top, and founding lke a bell. 
‘Fhe figure of the tomb is like an altar, or two 
cubes finely fet together, cut finooth and plain, 
about feven feet long, four broad, and four deep. 
It formerly had a cover, which has been broke; 
and it is fuppofed to have been raifed and placed 
there before the roof of the chamber was clofed. 
Pliny tells us, this famous pyramid took twen- 
ty years in building, and that during the time 
37000 men were kept conftantly at work. It is 
fuppofed to have been built as a fepulchre for 
one of their kings who was never buried in it; 
and the general opinion is, that it was the fame 
Pharaoh, who, with his whole army, was drowned 
in the Red-Sea, as a juft judgment on him for 
his having fo barbaroufly periecuted the Ifra- 
elites. ‘ 
A building of the like date, and not of inferior 
grandeur, was the Labyrinth, which fteod in 
the Heracleotick Nome, or Province, near the 
city Arfinoe, and not far from the Lake Meris. 
The defign of this ftruéture feems to have been 
both for a pantheon, or univerfal temple of all 
‘the gods, that were worfhipped in the feveral 
places of Egypt; and alfo for a general conven- 
tion-houfe, for the ftates of the whole nation to 
meet, and enaét laws and determine caufes of 
great importance : and therefore it is faid by 
Jome to have been built at the common charge 
of the twelve kings, who, in thofe days, reigned 
all at once in Egypt, as a monument of their 
magnificence, and a place for their interment. 
We are told by Herodotus, that each pro- 
vince, or Nome, had, in this building, a difting 
hall, where its principal magiftrates ufed to 
meet; that thefe halls were vaulted, furrounded 
with pillars of white ftone finely polifhed, and 
had an equal number of doors, oppofite to one 
another, fix opening to the north, and fix to 
the fouth, all encompaffed by the fame wall ; 
that there were three thoufand chambers in this 
edifice, fifteen hundred in the upper part, and 
as many ‘under ground; and _ that. he viewed 
every room in the upper part, but was not per- 
mitted by thofe, who kept the palace, to go into 
the fubterraneous part, becaufe the fepulchres 
of the holy crocodiles, and of the kings, who 
built the labyrinth, were there... What he faw 
there, as he reports, feemed ta fvrpafs- the art 
of man: fo many ways out, by various paflages, 


and infinite returns, afforded a thoufand occa- | 


fions of wonder, as he paffed from a fpacious 
hall to a chamber, from thence to a private clo- 
fet, then again into other paffages out of the 


clofet, and, out of the chambers, into more } 


fpacious rooms; where all the walls and. roofs 


were not only encrufted with marble, but richly’ 


adorned likewife with figures of fculpture. 
‘To this account given by Herodotus, other 
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ancient writers add, that this edifice {tond in the 
midf& of an immenfe. fquare, furrounded with 
ikdings at a great diftance ; that the porch. was 


| of Parian marble, and: all the other pillars of 
' the marble of Syene; that within it were the 
‘temples of the feveral deities, and galleries, to 


which one afcended by go fteps, adorned with 
many columns. of porphyry, images of their 

ods, and ftarues of their kings, of a mon- 

ous fize; that the whole edifice confifted of 
ftone, the floors were laid with vait tables, and 
the roof looked like one continued field of ftone ; 
that the paffages met and croffed one another, 
with fo much intricacy, that it was impoffible 
for a ftranger to find his way, either in or out, 
without a guide; and that feveral of the apart- 
ments were fo contrived, that, upon opening the 
doors, there was heard within a terrible noife re- 
fembling thunder. 

Notwithftanding the great lerigth of time fince 
this amazing ftructure was erected, there are 
yet fuch remains Icfe, that fome idea may be 
formed of its original {plendor and magnificence. 
The part that is {till ta be feen is thus defcribed 
by Mr. Lucas in his voyages! ‘ he firft thing, 
fays he, you fee is a large portico of marble, fa- 
cing the rifing-fun, and fuftained by four great 
marble pillars, but compoted of feveral pieces. 
Three of thefe pillars are ftill ftanding, but one 
of the middle ones is half fallen. In the mid- 


| dle is a door, whofe fides and entablature are 
| very mafly; and above is a frize, whereon is re- 


prefented an head with wings, ftretched out along 
the frize, and feveral hieroglyphics underneath. 
Paffing through this portico, you cnter into 
a fine large hall, above 40 feet high, all of mar- 
ble. The roof confifts of twelve tables of mar- 
ble, exquifitely joined, each 25 feet long, and 
three broad, which crofs the room from one end 
to the other ; and, as the room is not arched, but 
flat, you cannot but be ftruck with admiration at 
the boldnefs of its architecture, fince it is fcarce 
conceivable, how it could continue, fo many 
ages, in a pofition 10 improper to fupport fo pro- 
digious a weight. At the end of this hall, over- 
againft the firft door, there is a fecond portico, 
with the fame ornaments as the firft, but lefs, by 
which you enter intoa fecond hall, not fo big as 
the firft, but covered with eight ftones. At the 
end of this room, ftraight forwards, there is a 
third portico, ftill lefs than the fecond, as well as 
the hall, into which it leads, though it has fixteen 
{tones to roof it; and, at the end of this third 
hall, there is a fourth portico fet againift the wall, 
and placed there for ftymmetry only, and to an- 
{wer the reft. The length of thele three halls 
is the whole depth of the building, in its prefent 
condition. It was on the two fides, and efpeci- 
ally under ground, that the prodigious number 
of rooms and avenues, mentioned by the anci- 
ents, were built. What is now remaining of 
it feems to be no more than a fourth part of 
the inner edifice, which, in all probability, had 
four fronts, and twelve halls, anfwering to them: 








. The reft are decayed by time, or demolifhed by 


defign, as appears from the prodigious ruins, 
which are to be feen all around it.” 

Another curiofity yet to be mentioned, which 
ftill ftands firm and entire, though fuppofed to 


_be the work of this early period, is the well cf 


the 


Bo Tut 
the patriarch Jofeph. It is entirely hewn out of 
a rock, in a’kind of an oval, or oblong form, 
being eighteen feet wide, twenty-four long, 
and, in the whole, two hundred and feventy-fix 
deep. 

Phe whole depth of the well is properly divi- 
ded into two parts, which may be diftinguifhed 
by the names of the Upper and Lower Well. 
To each of thefe is a wheel, which being turned 
by two oxen in each place, draws up the water 
by a long chain, to which are faftened feveral 
leather veffels, that fill and empty themfelves, al- 
ternately, as the wheel goes round. 

The paffage to the fecond well (as it may be 
called) which is but fifteen feet deep, and nine 
wide, is by a ftair-cafe of fuch eafy defcent, that 
fome fay the oxen which draw up the water are, 
every day, drove down and upit; though others 
fay, they are let down and drawn up on a plat- 
form. However this be, it is certain the ftair- 
cafe turns twelve times round the well, for 
which reafon the Arabs call it the Well of the 
winding ftair-cafe. Of thefe turnings fix have 
eighteen fteps each, and the other fix nineteen, 
which, in the whole, make 222 fteps. As a 
fecurity from falling, in going down, you have, 
on the left hand, the main rock, and on the 
right, fome of the fame rock left, which ferves 
both as a wall to the well on the infide, and on 
the other fide as a wall to the ftair-cafe, which, 
at convenient diftances, has windows cut in it 
that convey the light down from the mouth of 
the well. 
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When you. go down to the lower well (which 
has likewife a ftair-cafe, but neither fo wide, nor 
fo deep as the other, and no parapet on the. fide 
of the well, which makes fe efcent dange- 
rous) it is here that you fee the oxen at work,. 
turning the wheel and drawing the water from a. 
{pring at the bottom, about eight or nine feet 

eep, which water paffing through a pipe into a 
large ciftern, is from thence drawn up again by 
two other oxen, which turn the wheel above ; 
and fo, from a refervoir at the top of the well, 
the water is conveyed into all the apartments of: 
the caftle of Grand Cairo, which as Thevenot 
tells us, both for ftrength and beauty, is one of: 
the fineft palaces he ever faw; a work not un-: 
worthy the ancient Pharaohs and Prolemies, who 
built it, and little fhort in point of beauty, to 
the pomp and magnificence of the pyramids. 

Befides this ftru€ture, there are fome others 
which the prefent inhabitants afcribe to the pa- 
triarch Jofeph. But as there is little or no pro- 
bability, that any of them came under the period 
we are now upon, we muft refer fuch of our 
readers as may be inclined to gratify their curi- 
ofity with refpect to thefe and other matters, to 
the more modern authors, who have treated on 
the fubjeét*. It is fufficient for us, that we 
have mentioned thofe particulars which are im- 
mediately connected with our undertaking. This 
we have done as far as is neceflary, and fhalk 
therefore quit our digreffion, clofe this chapter, 
and, in the next, refume our hiftory. 
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The Dfraelites are diftreffed for water in the wildernefs of Shur, but miraculoufly relieved by Mojés- 


Manna fent to them from heaven. 
for water, and miraculoufly fupplied. 
Mofes is vifited by Fethro, bis father-in-law. 
from Mount Sinai. 
altar to God, 
Jiruétions from God concerning the Tabernacle. 
the words of the law. 


feverely punifhed. God converfes with Mofes, whofe face fbines with uncommon luftre. 
God direfis Mofes in what manner the people fhall perform religious worfbip. Aaron 
Terrible judgment inflitted on Nadab and Abibu, two 


A blafphemer ftaned to death. 


the Tabernacle. 
and his fons appointed to the prieftly office. 
of the fons of Aaron. 


HE Iraelites, having acknowledged their 

thankfulnefs to God for his beneficent pro- 
tection in delivering them out of Egyptian bon- 
dage, Mofes conducted them from the Red Sea 
into the defart of Shur or Etham. Here they 
travelled three days without finding any water, 
which, to fo great a number of people, and in fo 
hot a country, muft have been very afflicting. 





* As Egypt is one of the moft-antient places in the uni- 
verfe, and abounds with curiofities peculiar to itfelf, we would 
recommend to fuch of our readers as may be deftrous of be- 
coming properly acquainted with its antient and prefent ftate, 
a moft inimitable performance lately publifhed, iatitled, 
«* A New and Complete Syftem of Geography, containing 
“<a full, accurate, authentic, and interefting Account and 
“* Defcription of Europe, Afia, Africa, and America ; as 


God’s direétions concerning the ufe of it. 

Engage an army of the Amalekites and totally defeat them. 
Ged pronounces the ten commandments to the people 
Gives them other precepts, and makes a covenant with them. 


Goes up to Mount Sinai, and there continues forty days and nights. 
Alfo the Tables of fone, cn which are infcribed the 


The people during the abfence of Mofes, prattife idolatry, for which they are 


‘fo exceeding bitter. 


Are again diftreffed 


Mofes ereés an 
Receives in- 


Building of 


At length, they came to a place called Marah, 
where they found fome water; but, on tafting it, 
they could not drink it, on account of its being 
This difappointment in- 


flamed their thirft, and increafed their diffatis- . 


faétion, infomuch that they began to murmur 
againft Mofes, afking him what they fhould 
drink ? Mofes was fenfible of the calamity 

under 





‘* divided into Empires, Kingdoms, States and Republics. 
* Embellifhed with a great number of curious Copper Plates, 
** confiting of Views, Maps, Land and water Perfpectives, 
‘* Birds, Beafts, Fifhes, &c. Alfo the various Dreffes of 
** the Inhabitants of the different Countries, with their 
‘© ftrange Ceremonies, Cuftoms, Amufements, &c. B 
‘ Charles Theodore Middleton, Efg. Printed for J.Cooke, 
** No. 13, Pater-nofter-Row.”’ 
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under which they Jaboured; and, fearful left lowing diredtions in what manner they were to 
they fhould, by their future murmurings,. pro- manage it for the intended pur pofes. 

voke the Almighty to punith them, he addrefied That it was to be gathered by meafure, an 
himfelf to God in. their behalf, who no fooner |] Omer for every head, according to the number 
heard the complaint, than he was pleafed to |] of each family ; but this direétion fome perfons 
remove it. He ordered Mofes to make ufe of flighting, and gathering above the portion al- 
the wood of a certain tree, which, as foon as it |] lowed, found their quantity miraculoufly lef- 
was thrown into the water, changed its offenfive {] fened, while the more moderate had theirs in- 
quality and became fweec. wants creafed. 

From Marah the Ifraelites proceeded to Elim, ‘That it was to be gathered frefh every morn4 
where they found not only, plenty of: water, but. ing; all- of which fhould be confumed the fame 
alfo great numbers of palm, or date-trees, the day. ‘This precept was likewife not obferved 
fruit of which being ripe opp lied them with |} by fome, who, fecpins a part till the next morn- 
food. Here it may be fuppofe they made fome |] ing, found, upon examination, that it ftunk, and 
ftay ; for when they lef the place it was the || was fo putrified as to be totally ufelefs. 
fifteenth day of the fecond month, which was That, on the feventh day (which was the fab- 
juft a_month from the day of their departure {{ bath) there could not be any found ; and there- 
from Egypt. : fore, on the fixth, they fhould gather a double 

On their removal from Elim they proceeded |] portion, which being laid up againft the enfuing 
to the wildernefs of Sin *, fituated between Elim day, fhould be perfectly fweet and wholefome. 
and Mount Sinai. Here again they fell into Such were the directions given by God to the 
a general murmur againft Mofes and Aaron, on || Ifraelites for the ufe of this miraculous bread, 
account of the barrennefs of the place, and the || on which they were chiefly fupported for forty 
fearcity of provifions. “ Would to God (cried |} years. ‘And in order to perpetuate the remem- 
** they) we had died by the hand of the Lord |] brance of it, and that their pofterity might fee 
‘in the land of Egypt, where we had plenty |} on what God had fed them while in the wilder- 
** of bread and meat ; for now ye have brought |} nefs, he appointed an Omer of it to be put into 
‘us into this defart, where we mutt perifh with {| a pot, and to be carefully preferved for that 
© famine.”’ / ‘tT purpofe. 

The Almighty, to convince thefe murinuring Thus did the Almighty fupply the wants of 
people of his Divine power and protection, was || the difcontented Ifraelites in the moft ample 
pleafed to inform them, by the mouth of Mofes, manner; and farther to convince them of his 
that he would take care to fupply them with || peculiar favour and regard, directed their marches 
food from heaven, and it was not long before his |} from place to place, and appointed their refpec- 
beneficent promife was fulfilled. On that very |] tive encampments. 
Evening he caufed fuch a number of quails + to Leaving the defart of Sin, and proceeding on 
fall among them, as almoft covered their cam » {| their journey, they came to a place called Re- 
by which they were plentifully fupplied with the phidim, where they ftruck their tents and en- 
article of flefh. The next morning, as foon as |} camped. Here they were again diftrefled for 
the dew was gone, they found the furface of the water, upon which they fell into their old way of 
earth covered with little white round things, |} diftrufting God’s providence, and murmuring 
refembling, in fhape, the coriander feed. The againft Mofes ; but on this occafion they were 
Ifraelites, aftonifhed at fo fingular a circum- {| much more mutinous and defperate than ever. 
ftance, faid one to another, what is this ? upon |] It was in vain for Mofes to endeavour to per- 
which Mofes anfwered, It is the bread which the |\ fuade them to be patient, and wait the will of 
Lord bath given you to eat. And from thence || God: this only inflamed them the more. and 
they gave it the name of Manna. -{| at length their rage arofe to fuch a height, that 

As this was the bread defigned by the Al- they threatened to ftone him. 
mighty for the Ifraelites during their fay in the Mofes, not knowing what to do in order to 
wildernefs, and as they were ftrangers to its 
qualities, he was pleafed to give them the fol- 
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appeafe the rage of the people, addreffed him- 
felf to God, who was pleafed to diffipate his 
fear, 


SF 
Divine appearance. Itis near three hundred feet fquare, 
and more than forty in height, being built partly of ftone, 
and partly with mud and mortar mixed together. The more 
immediate place of the Shechinab is honoured with a little 
chapel, which the old fraternity of St. Bafil has in fuch 
efleem and veneration, that, in imitation of Moles, they put 
of their fooes from of their feet, whenever they enter it” 

.t The word, which we render Quail, according to the 
confeffion of the Jews themfelves, is of an uncertain fignifi- 
cation, and may denote a locuft as well as a quail, But 
that thefe were birds, and not infe&s, appears from the 
following paffage of the pfalmift: God rained Siefh upon 
them as thick as duft, and feathered Sowls like as the fand of 
the fea. Pal. Ixxviii. 27. Itis to be obferved that this 
was done at that time of the year when thefe birds are known 
to fly from Egypt acrofs the Red Sea in prodigious quanti- 
ties ;. fo that this miracle did not fo much confift in the prodi- 
gious number of the birds, as in God's direéting them to 
the camp of the Ifraelites, and on that very evening too when 
he had promifed them food. 

x 








* Dr. Shaw, in his travels, {peaking of thefe. places, fays, 
‘© We have a diftin&t view of mount Sinai from Elim 3 the. 
wildernefs, as it is called, of Sin, lying betwixt them. — All 
the way we traverfed thefe plains we were agreeably di-. 
verted with the fight of a variety of lizards and vipers, which 
are here in greatnumbers. We were afterwards near twelve 
hours in pafling the many windings and difficult ways, which 
lie betwixt thefe-deferts and thofe of Sinai. The latter con- 
&ifts of a beautifal plain, more than a league in breadth, and 
nearly three in length, lying open towards the north-eaft, 
where we entered it ; but is clofed up to the: fouthward, by 
fome of the lower.eminences of mount Sinai. In this di- 
rection, likewife, the higher parts of this mountain make 
.fuch encroachments upon the plain, that they divide it into 
two, each of them capacious enough.to have received the 
whole encampment of the Ifraclites. That which lies to the 
eaftward, may be the defert of Sinai, properly fo. called, 
whee Mofes faw the angel of the Lord in the burning bufb, 
svben bewas guarding the flocks of Fethro. _Exod. iii. 2. 
The convent of St. Catharine is built over the place of this 
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fear, by promifing to fignalize that place by @ 
miraculous fupply of water, as he had lately done 
another by a miraculous fupply of food. Go, 
faid he, on befere the people, and take with thee of 
the elders of Ifrael: and thy rod wherewith thou 
finoteft the river, take in thine band and go. Bebold 
Iwill flaud before thee there upon the rock in Ho- 
reb; and thou fhalt fmite the rock, and there frall 
come water cut of it, and the people fhall drink. 
Mofes did as he was commanded, and no fooner 
had he fimitten the rock with ‘his rod, than: 


water in abundance gufhed out from feveral’ 


places at the fame time, which joining in one 
common ftream ran down tothe camp at Re- 
hidim, by which the people were immediately 
Fopplied, and their thirft being quenched, their 
rage againft Mofes inftantly ceafed {. This 
ftation, however, on account of the infamous 
mutiny of the people, and their diftruft of God, 
Mofes (as a caution and remembrance to them 
in future) called Maffah and Meribah, which, 
in the Hebrew language, fignifies temptction and 
contention. 

A fhort time after this fingular circumftance 
happened, and while the Ifraelites were yet en- 
camped at Rephidim, they were one day fud- 
denly alarmed at the approach of an army of 
the Amalekites. Mofes refiecting a little cn 
this unexpected circumftance, ordered Jofhua § 
(a valiant young man who was always about 
him) to draw outa party of the choiceft men in 
the camp, and, early the next morning, to give 
the enemy battle. 

Jofhua obeyed the command of Mofes, who, 
the next morning, accompanied by Aaron and 
Hur, went to the top of an eminence, from 
whence they might have a view of the engage- 
ment. Mofes took with him his rod, and while 
he held it up during the battle, the Ifraclites 
prevailed; but when, through wearineis, his 
hand began to drop, the Amalekites had the 
better. Aaron and Hur, obferving this, took 
a ftotfe, on which they fat Mofes, and, placing 
themfelves on each fide, fupported his hands, 
in one of which was the rod, and the other up- 
lifted to God. This they continued to do till 
the going down of the fun, in which time the 
Amalekites were routed, and every man put to 
the {word. 





t The rock from whence this water flowed in fo miracu- 
lous a manner is particularly noticed by Dr. Shaw, who 
fays, “* After we had defcended, with no {mall difficulty, 
down the other or weltern fide of mount Sinai, we came 
into the plain, or wildernefs of Rephidim, where we faw 
that extraordinary antiquity, the Rock of Meribah, which 
has continued down to this day, without the leait injury 
from time or accidents. ‘This is rightly called, from its 
hardnefs, Deut. viii. 15. a rock of flint-; though, from the 
purple, or reddith colour of it, it may be rather rendered, 
the rock of amethyft, ox the amtethyftine, or granate rock. It 
js about fix yards fquare, lying tottering. as it were, and 
loofe, near the middle of the valley ; and feems to have 
been formerly a part, or cliff of mount Sinai, which hangs, 
in a variety of precipices, all over this plain. The avaters 
which gufbed cut, and the fircams which ficwed withal, Pfal. 
Ixxviil. 21. have hollowed, a-crofs one corner of this rock, 
a channel about two inches deep, and twenty wide, all over 
incruftrated, hike the infide of a tea-kertle. which has been 
long wied: befides feveral mofly produ€tions, which are fill 
preferved by the dew, we fee all over this channel a great 
number of holes, fome of them four or five inches deep, and 
one or two in diameter ; the lively and demonitrative tokens 
of their having been formerly fo many fountains. Neither 
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- This diftinguifhed fuccefs, in their firft mar- 
tial enterprize, gave great encauragement to 
' the Hraelites ; and’ thar fo reimarkable‘an aétion 
lifight be: trarfimitted to pofterity;:'God*'com- 
| wnanded Mofes to record: it in 2 book, that Fo- 
: fhiua, the general, might thereby be animated to: 
: future fervices ; for; {aid he, I will utterly put out’ 
‘the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven}. 
As a memorial of this vitory Mofes erected an 
:altar onthe fpot, and offeted facrifice to the 
‘Lord, The name he gave it was' Fenovan- 

. iff, which fignifies the Lord is my banner. 
_ Soon after the defeat of the Amalckites, Mofes 
left Rephidim, and proceeded, with aH his peo- 
ple, towards Mount Sinai, where God:'at firft' 
appeared to him in the Burning Buth, and not 
far from whence dwelt Jethro, his father-in- . 

law. a % 
Jethro having heard of all that God: had done 
for Mofes and his people, and underftanding 
they were now near him, he took his daughter 
Zipporah (Mofes’s wife) with their two fons, 
Gerfhom and Eliezer, and went to the Hraelites 
camp ; where, after mutual falutations and em- 
braces, Mofes entertained his father-in-law with 
a particular account of every thing that had’ 
happened to him duringthis abfence. In return, 
Jethro, offered up folemn praifes to God, and 
Joined with Mofes, and the reft of the elders 
of Ifrael, in facrificés, and fauch other rejoicings, 
as were thought proper on the occafion. 7 
During Jethro’s ftay in the camp, he tool: 
notice of the great weight of bufinefs under 
which Mofes laboured, in hearing the com- 
plaints, and determining the differences of fo 
great a body of people: and therefore, being 
a wile and experienced man hirnfelf, he advifed 
his fon-in law to appoint certain fubordinate’ 
officers, properly qualified, men of fincerity and 
abilities, fuch as feared God, and hated covet- 
oufnefs, to be rulers; fome over thoufands, 
fome over hundreds, fome over fifties, and fome 
over tens, who fhould hear and determine alt 
trifling difputes among the people, and refer 
the greater and more weighty caufes only to 
him; affuring him, that, if, with God’s appro- 
babation, he followed this advice, it would prove 

advantageous both to him and. the peopte. 

Motes, highly approving of aie falutary 
advice 
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could art or chance be concerned in the contrivance ; inaf- 
much as every circumitance points out to us a miracle; and, 
in the fame manner with the rent in the rock.of mount Cal~ 
vary. at Jerufalem, never fails to produce the greateft feriout- 
nefs and devotion in all who fee it. The Arabs, who were 
our guard, were.ready to ftone me, for attempting to break 
off a corner of it.” 

§ This is the firft mention made of Jofhua, who makes 
fo diftinguimhed a figure in the fubfequent part of the sacred 
hiftory ; in which he is frequently ftiled rhe fervant of Majer. 

it The Amalekites were a people defcended trom cirtalek, 
the fon of Eliphaz, the fon of Efau, by a concubine. ‘The 
ground of their enmity againt the Ifraelites is generally fup~ 
pofed to have been an innate hatred, from the remembrance 
of Jacob’s depriving their progenitor both of his birth-right 
and bleffing. The moft probable reaion to be given why 
God thought proper to pronounce a perpetual war again? 
them is this—That, knowing the [iraelites were pre-ordair.ed 
by the Almighty to be put in ppffediiom of the land of Ca- 
naan, ‘they came againft them with an armed force, in hopes: 
of fruftrating the defigns of Providence. The irjury done. 
to the Ifraelites was not fo much as the affront offered to che 
Divine majelty, and therefore God threatens utterly to ex- 

1 tirpate the defigners of it. 
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advice ‘from his father-in-law, immediately put- 
it in practice, foon after which Jethro took his 
leave, and: returned to. his.owm habitation. 

Ic was three months after the:departure' of. the 
Ifraelites from :-Egypt, .when they encam in: 


the wildernefs of Sinai, near the:mount of Gad. - 


They had not been. long: here before the Al- 
mighty fummoned ‘Mofes to ‘come up: ta him 


on the mount. ‘Mofes: readily obeying the Di-.- 
vine command, the; Alinighty charged :hinh ta. 


remind the Ifraelites of the mdny -wonders, he. 
had wrought in their favour; and to.affure them. 
that, Coaching théir frequent murmur-.; 
ings and diftruft of his Providence) if,: for the 
future, they would becoine obedient to his laws, 
he would fill, look upon them as his pecaiar 
people, a. favourite nation, and a roya} prieft- 
hood. Paste sed Se : 

Mofes having communicated this gracious 
meffage from the Almighty to the elders, and: 
they to the people, they unanimoufly anfwered, 
‘That whatfoever the Lord had commanded, or 
fhould afterwards command, they would ftrictly: 
and obediently perform: Hatten | Paege OF 

With chis anfwer: Mofes afcended the. Mount, 
and after making it known to. the Almighity, he 
commanded hin to-direét the people to cleanfe 
and purify themfelves two days, for that; on the 
third, he fhould come ddwn upon the mountain, 
and make a covenant with them. He likewite. 
gave him a ftric&t charge to fet boundaries about 
the foot of the mount, which none fhould.at=, 
tempt to pafs under the fevereft penalties. 

Thefe orders were ftrictly obeyed, and every 
preparation made conformable to the Divine 
injunctions. On the third day, early in the 
morning, the people. {aw the mountain fur- 
rounded with a thick cloud, out of which pro- 
ceeded fuch dreadful peals of thunder. and: 
flafhes of lightning, as filled them with horror 
and amazement. 

The firft founding of the trumpet was. the 
fignal for the people to approach the mauntain; 
upon which, as foon as it began, Mofes brought. 
them out of the camp, and conduéted them as 
near to the mount as the barrier would permit.- 
Here they beheld an alarming fight indeed : the 
whole furface of the mount was covered with 


fire and fmoak, while the foundation of it feemed 


to tremble and fhake under them. In the midit 
of this dreadful fcene the trumpet was heard to 
found louder and louder, and the claps of thun- 
der and flafhes of fire were more frequent and 
violent. At length, on a fudden, the moft fo- 


lemn filence took place; and, after a fhort-paufe | 


the Almighty was heard (from the midft of the 
fire and fmoak which yet continued) to pro- 
nounce the Law of the Decalogue, or Ten 
Commandments ¢, which is indeed, a compleat 
fyftem of the moral part of the Jewifh Infti- 
tutes, and in few, but very fignificant words, 
comprehends the duty of mankind to God,. 
themfelves and their neighbour. oo oe 
When the Divine voice ceafed, the people, 





* It is a pleafing reflection to fay that it would be unne- 
ceffary to infert thefe commandments here, as there is not the 
- leaft doubt but every reader is perfe&tly acquainted with 
them, as related in the zoth Chapter of Exodus. 
Zz * 
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-aftonifhed at whiae they fasv and heard, rermowed 
farther feom the camp.; and, in the height of 
ithelr. fear and {urprize, addreffed themfelves tq 
‘Mofes, befeeching him, that, for the.future, he 
: would {peak to them in. Ged’s ftead, and whar- 
‘ever be enjoined they would obey, becaufe, were 
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they again to hear the dreadful voice of God, 


‘they fhould certainly die with horror and afto- 
onifhrhent.s oii. 
it + Mlofes'was far from being difpleafed at this re- 


. 


ueft,. as.‘it evinced: the .reverance and. refpect 
hey entertained, firft,. to. the Divine Being, -and 
‘next to himfelf. To eafe their minds from. the 
great terror they had felt, he affured. them, that 


| all this wonderful fcene was not exhibited to 
| thena with a defign to create in them any flavith 


‘fear,’ but ‘a filial. confidence and fulbmufion to 
fuch laws as the Divine Wifdom faould hereafter 
think fitto enjoin. 

Having faid this to the people, Mofes again 
afcended the mountain, where (in addition to 
the Decalogue) he received from God feveral 
other laws, both ceremonial and political; the 
‘whole of which were calculated with a wife de- 
‘fign to:preferve the people in their obedience to 
‘God ; to prevent their intenmixture with other: 
nations, and to advance the welfare of their 
commonwealth, by fecuring-to all the members 
_of it a. quiet enjoyment of their lives and pro- 
perties t. |: Be Et ag 

. When Mofes. had. received rhefe additional 
laws, he returned fromthe Mounts, and immedi- 
ately erected an altar ta God, on which he offered 
up burnt and peace offerings. Having written 
down the laft laws delivered to him by God, he 
caufed_ them to be read to all the people, and 

exacted a folemn promife from them, that they 

would keep them faithfully. He then confirmed 
the covenant, by fprinkling the altar, the book, 
and the people, with the blood of the victims 
‘flaughtered on the occafion; and to perpetuate 
the remembrance of this alliance between God 
and his people, he orderéd twelve pillars to be 
raifed near the altar, according to the number of 
the twelve tribes. : 

Having delivered thefe laws to the people, 
and offered facrifices to God, Mofes took Nadab, 
Abihu, and feventy of the elders of Ifrael fome 


{ part of the way towards the mountain, where, 


without: incurring the leaft hurt, they were 
vouchfafed a profpect of the Divine Prefence. 
Here Mofes, having committed the care of the 


people to thefe elders, left them, and, taking 


only Jofhua with him, proceeded towards the 
mount, on arriving at which he left Jofhua, and 
afcended it alone. 

No fooner had Mofes reached the fummit of 
the mount, than the whole was covered with a 
thick cloud, and the glory of the Lord appeared 
upon it, like a devouring fire, in the fight of 
the children of Ifrael. On the feventh day God 
called to Mofes, upon which he entered the 
midft of the cloud, and there continued for the 
fpace of forty days and forty nights. 

/ During 





+ Thefe Laws the Reader will find in the Book of Exodus, 
beginning at the zift chapter, and ending atthe 23d, bath 
inclufve, 


HEST:‘ORY of tus WOLY:. BB EK. - Boor }.' 
‘Iienifebres. [know them vo be'an obftinate:: 
‘eyseoplej therefore invercede not for them, but 
© fee me.exprefst my oreféntment ‘in’ their. de-! 

Koftrd&io jvandtel thee’ will I transfer the-blef- 

tee, figs: ‘I intended for them} .and:of thee will 1° 
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‘During this long flay of Mofes itv the! Mount}! 
he received inftruétions from. God ini what man~ 
ner the Tabernacle fliould be .made, swherein::he: 
intended to. be worfhipped..: He defcribed ‘to 
hin the form of the fanétuary, the. table of che” 
fhew-bread, the altar of frankincenfe, ‘the altar ||'**.lmake greammation.”:: | Bie eae 
of burnt-offerings, the court of the Tabernacle, ||) But fo farewad Mofes from feeking his own in-| 
the bafon to wafh in, the Ark, the Candleftick,' ||' 'tereft in the deftruGtion of thé ple, that he- 
and all the other facred utenfils.§ He gavevhim. 4]/ thréw-himfelf athe feet of che Lord; and inter-: 
the form of the facerdotal veftments, ‘and :taught |j}|ceded for their pardoa with. fo much’ importu-: 
him how the priefts were to be. confecrated ;\j|linity, that the Almighty was:at:length, in fome 
what part of the oblation they.were-to take; and ||; 'meafire, “appeafed, :and .Mofes. had reafon to 
in what manner the perpetual 'facrifice was to be || imagine that: he would not infli€t on them the: 
offered. He appointed the two chief men who |} punifhment he had inténdéd. 








gid 


were to be the builders of .the Tabernacle,:. 
namely, . Bezalecl,. of the tribe of -Judahy ‘and: 
Aholiab, of the mibe of Dan.i. Having ‘done: 
this, and recommended’ aftrist: oUfervation of 
the Sabbath, the Almighty gave .Mofes the. 
two tables: of ftone, on which were written, with 
his own hand (at leaft by his own direétion) the 
Ten great Commandments, which were the fum 
and fubftance of their Moral Law. .: 0 o.. - 

The long abfence of Mofes during his flay in: 
the mount occafioned great murmurings among 
the people in the’ camp; who; giving their ruler’ 
over for loft, affembled themfelves, in a riotous. 
manner, about Aaron’s tent; demanding him to: 
make fome gods to go before them. :Aftonifhing» 
as this demand was, yet fuch was the*weak~! 
nefs of: Aaron, and fuch this want of courage, 
that; ‘inftdad of expoftulating.:the matter’ with: 
them, he not only tamely. tubmitted to their: 
requeft, but even contributed to their idolatry. 
He ordered them to take the golden ear-rings 
from their wives. and children, and bring'them. 
to him: having done this, hevconverted them: 
into the figure of a.molten calf §, with! which 
the people were fo well pleafed that they una-+ 
nimoufly exclaimed, ‘ This is thy God, O 
“ Hrael, that brought thee out of the Land 
“ of Egypt.” 

When Aaron faw with what fatisfaction the 
people received their golden god (as if .pof-. 
feffed with the fame idolatrous fpirit) he. built: 
an altar before it, and proclaimed a folérmn 
feait to be held the fucceeding day. But it 
proved rather a feaft of revelling and luxury, 
than one arifing from religious motives; for 
after they had made their oblations and peace- 
offerings, they fat down to eat and drink, and 
fpent the whole day in feafting, dancing; and 
other imprudent amufements. 

While the wanton Iiraelites were thus idala- 
troufly revelling in the camp, Mofes was in con- 
verfation with God on the mount, little fuf- 
pecting fo fudden a change in a people, who: had 
fo lately and folemnly entered into a covenant of 
obedience to all that God fhould command. 
But he from whom no- fecrets can be hid was in- 
ftantly apprized of this fudden revolt: ‘ Go, 
“* get thee down, faid he; for thy people, whom 
** thou broughteft out of Egypt, have corrupted 


a 


§ It is the opinion of moft commentators, that the reafon 
why they worthipped the figure of a calf rather than any other 
creature was, from the corruptions they had learned among 
the Fgyptians. Thefe people worthipped their idol Apis, 
or Scrapis, in a living bull, as likewife an imag: made in the 







Happy in having'obtained this pardon for the 


 Ifraclites, -Mofes, taking: with him. the two ta- 


bles, on’ which were written the: laws, haftened 
from the mount, and at the bottom of it feund i 
Jofhua, who had been waiting his return. "As 
they. proceeded on towards the camp, Jofhua, 
hearing the noife of people fhouting, obferved 
to Mofes, that there was the found of war in the 
ithe camp. But Mofes, who:knéw.the caufe of 
‘it, told him, that the noife was not like that. 
‘which-was either common’ fo.: viétory, .or thofe 
who, cried for quarter; but like the noife of thofe 
‘who rejoiced on‘fome other occafion.' 
As foon as they approached the camp, Mofes. 
ifaw the: golden calf, and the people dancing '‘be-- 
‘fore it; at-which:he: was fo incenfed,’.rhat, ‘in: 
_the violence of::his rage, he threw'the tables, on: 
whioh ithe’ law was written, ‘againft a {tone on 
the ground, ‘and they were broken to -pieces.: 
‘He then took the idol calf, and melted it, after 
which, grinding it-into a-powder,'and mixing’ 
‘it with water (in order to make them more fer-: 
‘fible of their folly in worfhipping tbat for a God: 
‘ which.was to pafs through their bodies):he obliged: 
‘them todrink it, 5 i | 
i: Having inflicted this punifhment on the peo- 
‘ple, Mofes proceeded to chaftife Aaron for. 
‘having fuffered' fuch idokatrous ats: to be prac- 
tifed. But all the-excufe‘he could make -was, 
that the people: became fo turbulent that, for’ his’ 
own fafety, he~was compelled: to)romply with 
their demand. an 7 The i 5 
But Mofes’s bufinefs was, to take ‘vengeance 
on the idolaters; and, therefore, leaving his 
brother Aaron, he went into the. mid{t of the 


‘camp, and called fuch to his affiftance as had 


‘not been concerned in the late rebellion: * Let: 
*¢- thofe, faid he, who are for: the Lord, join’ 
“ themfelves with me.” In confequence of this, 
all the fons of Levi (who were totally exempt 
from the general guilt) immediately repaired to 
Mofes, who ordered them to take their :fwords, 
go through the camp, and kill all the ringleaders 
of this idolatrous defection, together with their 
-adherents, without paying any refpect to ape or’ 
quality, friendfhip or confanguinity. | Therke-. 
vites ftri€tly obeyed the orders of Mofes,.‘andi 
the number flain on that day. were about 3000: 
men. For this laudable zeal and ready. obedi-. 

, / 2 ence 
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form and fimilitude of a bull with a bufhel on his head, in . 
memory, as fome fay, of Pharaoh's dreams, and Jofeph’s 

wife management in meafuring out the corn to the people - 
during the feven ycars famine. 3 


Crae. IX, 


ence Mofes blefied the family of Levi, affugng 
them that by thus. fhedding the blood of their 
idolatrous brethren, without favour or diftinGion, 
they had obtained'the approbation of the Lord, 
who would certainly not fail of rewarding them 
for it hereafter §. 

This fevere punifhment inflicted on the ido- 
latrous delinquents ftruck a terror throughout 
the whole camp. The next day Mofes, in avery 
folemn manner, reproved them for their ingra- 
titude and folly; but at the fame time promifed 
them, that he would go again up to the mount, 
and try how far his prayers would prevail with 
the Divine mercy, to avert the punifhment which 
they had fo juftly deferved. 

Mofes, agreeable to his promife, returned to 
the mount, and acknowledged to the Lord the 
great fin committed by his people. At the fame 
time he befeeched forgivenefs for them with 
that earneftnefs and concern, that he prayed 
God to blot him out of his book, rather than 
not pardon them. But this was inconfiftent with 
the Divine juftice, and therefore God gave him 
this fhort anfwer, Whofoever hath finned againft 
me, him will I blot out of my book. 

The Divine wrath being, in a great meafure, 
appeafed at the interceffion of Mofes, the Lord 
commanded him to lead the people to the place 
he had appointed ; but at the fame time let him 
know he was not willing to go with them, be- 
caufe, being a ftiff-necked people, they might 
provoke him to confume them on the way. To 
fhew, however, that he had not quite forfaken 
them, he told Mofes, that he would fent his an- 
gel before them to drive out the inhabitants of 
the promifed land, that he might perform the 
oath which he had made. to their forefathers 
Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob. 

This was very afflicting news to the Ifraelites, 
who now plainly perceived, that God’s with- 
drawing his immediate prefence from them was 
the confequence of their rebellion ; upon which 
they very grievoufly mourned, and, to fhew their 
humiliation, laid afide the ornaments they were 
accuftomed to wear. 

But Motes, ftill to humble them the more, 
and to fhew them how highly they had offended 
God by their wicked apoftacy, took a tent, and 
pitching it-at fome diftance without the camp, 
called it the Tabernacle of the Congregation, in- 
timating, that the Lord was fo highly offended 
with them for their idolatry, that he had removed 
from them, and would no longer dwell among 
them as he had hitherto done.. Soon after Mofes 
repaired to the tabernacle, which he had no 
fooner entered than it was furrounded by the 
cloudy pillar, which had fo much affifted the 
Ifraelites in their departure from Egypt. 

This additional token of the Divine wrath 
made. the people particularly attentive to the 


motions of Mofes; and therefore when he went : 


out of the camp to the Tabernacle, they rofe 
up, and ftood every man at his tent door looking 
after him till he was got in. And when they 





§ This prediétion was afterwards fulfilled; for, on the 
inftitution of the priefthood, the Levites were appointed to 
the hononr and emoluments of that office, though in fubor- 
dination to that of Aaron and his pofterity. 


From the Cagation, to the Deate of Moss. 
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faw the cloudy pillar which they knew was a 
token of God's prefence, they all fell down, and 
worshipped. : ae 

While Mofes was in the Tabernacle he was 
vifited by God, who permitted him, ina ve 
familiar manner, to converfe with him; which 
favour Mofes improved to the advantage of 
the people, endeavouring, with the greateft 
importunity, to obtain a reconciliation between 
them and their juftly offended God. 

A fhore time after this the Almighty com- 
manded Mofes to prepare two new tables of 
ftone, like the former which he had broken, 
and to come up alone withthem in the morn- 
ing to Mount Sinai, and J, faid he, will write 
2 thofe tables the words that were in the firft. 

Mofes ftri€tly obeyed this command, and, 
early in the morning, repaired to Mount Si- 
nai with the two tables, where, proftrating 
himfelf before the Divine Majefty, he, with 
the greateft fervency, befought him to pardon 
the fins of the people. The Almighty was 
pleafed to liften to his requeft, at the fame 
time promifing that he would make a cove- 
nant with his people on thefe conditions: 
That they fhould keep his commandments ; 
that they fhould not worfhip the gods of the 
Canaanites; that they fhould make no alliances 
with the people of that country; that they 
fhould have no ftrange gods; and that they 
fhould ftriétly keep the fabbath, the paffover, 
and other feftivals ordained by the law. 

For forty days and nights did Mofes at 
this time continue (as he had done before) 
on Mount Sinai, without either eating or drink- 


ing, at the expiration of which he returned 


to the people, bringing with’ him the two 
tables of the Law. By the leng converfe he 
had held. with God, his. face had contracted 
fuch a luftre, that the people were not able 
to approach him ; and therefore, whenever 
he talked with them, he covered his face with 
a veil, but took it off when he went into the 
Tabernacle to receive the Divine commands. 
Agrecable to the inftructions Mofes had re- 
ceived from God during his laft ftay on the 
Mount, he called the people together, and in- 
formed them that it was the Lord’s will to have 
a Tabernacle built for the performance of reli- 
gious worfhip; and that he had commanded 
him to fpeak to them to bring in their offer- 
ings, which were to confift of fuch articles as 
were ‘neceflary for accomplifhing the work *. 
Thefe offerings were not to be exatted, but 
the people were to prefent them voluntarily ; 
and fo defirous were they of making fome atone- 
ment for their paft fins, that they foon brought 
in more than was requifite, fo that Mofes was 
obliged to caufe proclamation to be made to 
reftrain their liberality. 
aving thus obtained a fufficient colleétion 
of all kinds of materials, Mofes placed them 
in the hands of Bezaleel and Aholiah, the two 
great artifts in building whom God had before 
made 





* The diredtions given at this time were the fame with 
thofe which Mofes reccived on his firft going up to the mount; 
but, by reafon of the people’s tranfgreffon in idolizing the 
calf, they were not then delivered to them. 
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made choice of; and fo expeditious were they 
in executing the work, that, in lefs than fix 
months, the Tabernacle, with all its rich fur- 
niture, were entirely compleated ; and of which | 
the following is an accurate detfcription : 

The Tabernacle was formed fomewhat like a 
tent, though much larger, and the whole was 
covered with curtains and fkins. It was di- 
vided into two parts, the one covered, and 
properly called the Tabernacle; and the other 
open, called the Court. The covered part was 
again divided into two other parts, one of 
which was called the Holy of Holies, and the 
curtains belonging to it were made of em- 
broidered linen of feveral colours. There were 
ten curtains twenty-eight cubits long, and four 
broad: five curtains together made the two 
coverings, and the other five being joined to 
thefe covered the whole tabernacle. Above 
the reft were two other coverings, the one of 
goat’s hair, the other of fheep-fkins. Thefe 
veils or coverings were laid on a fquare frame 
of planks refting on bafes. ‘There were forty- 
eight large planks, each a cubit and half wide, 
and ten cubits high, twenty of them on each 
fide, and fix at one end to the weftward, and 
one on each corner: each plank was borne on 
two filver bafes ; they were let into one another, 
and held by bars, running the length of the 
planks. The eaft end was open; and only co- 
vered with a curtain. The Holy of Holies was 
parted from the reft of the Tabernacle by a 
curtain made faft to four pillars, ftanding ten 
cubits from the end. The whole length of the 
Tabernacle was thirty-two cubits, the upper 
curtain which hung on the north and fouth fides 
was cight cubits in length, and that on the eaft 
and weft four cubits. 

The Court was a fpot of ground an hundred 
cubits long, and fifty in breadth, inclofed by 
twenty columns, each of them twenty cubits 
high, and ten in breadth, covered with filver, 
and ftanding on copper bafes five cubits diftant 
from each other, between which there were cur- 
tains drawn, and faftened with hooks. At the 
eaft end was an entrance twenty cubits wide co- 
vered with a curtain hanging loofe. 

The Ark was in the Sanctuary; it was a 
fquare cheft made of fhittim-wood, two cubits’ 
and a half long, and one cubit and a half wide 
and deep. It was covered with gold plates and 
had a gold cornice which bore the lid. On 
the fides of it were rings, to put poles thro’ to 
carry it. The covering was all of gold, and 
called the Propitiatory or Mercy-feat. There 
were two cherubims on it, which covered it with | 
their wings; the tables of the law were in the | 
ark, which was therefore called the Ark of the | 
Teftimony, or of the Covenant. | 

The Table was made of cedar covered with 
gold, two’cubits long, one in breadth, and one 
and a half in height. About the edge of it 
was an ornament; it ftood on four feet, and 
had wooden bars plated with gold to carry it 
on. On it was laid the offering or fhew-bread, 
(which was changed every day,) fix loaves at 
each end, with incenfe over them. It was not 
lawful for any but the priefts to eat of that 
bread. 

The Candleftick was of pure gold, had feven 
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bagnches, three. on each fide, and one in the 
muddle: each branch had three knobs like ap- 
ples, and threes fockets in the fhape of half ‘Al- 
mond-fhells ; that in the middle had four; on 
each branch was .a:gold lamp, and there were 
gold fnuffers and nippers to drefs them. 

‘Fhere were two altars, one for the burnt- 
offerings, five cubits long and wide, and three 
in height, with the figure of a feraphim at each 
corner. Itwas hollow, covered both within and 
without with brafs plate, and open both at top 
and bottom. Jn the midft of it was a-.copper 
grate, ftanding on four feet, a cubit and a half 
high, and faftened with hooks and rings. On 
this grate were bound the offerings, for the 
performance of which there was every neceffary 
article, fuch as kettles, ladles, tongs, hooks, &c. 

The altar for incenfe was but one cubit in 
length and breadth, and two cubits high. It 
was plated with gold, and over it was a crown 
of the fame metal. This altar was in the fanc- 
tuary with the ark; but that for burnt-offerings 
was placed on the north fide of the tabernacle. 
On a pillar in the court was a large copper 
bafon, with feveral cocks for the water to 
run out, that thofe who miniftered might con- 
veniently wafh their hands previous to the dif- 
charge of their prieftly function. 

The veftments of the high-prieft were, the 
breaft-plate, the ephod, the robe, the clofe coat, 
the mitreand the girdle. The ephad, the robe, 
and the clofe coat were of fine linen, and 
covered the whole body from the neck to the 
heels. Over all was a purple tunick, a veft- 
ment larger and finer wrought, but not reach- 
ing fo low, the bottom of which was ornamented 
with the reprefentation of pomegranates and 
bells. The ephod confifted of two bands made 
of gold thread, and faftened to a kind of col- 
lar which hung down both before and behind 


| from each fhoulder, and meeting, ferved as a 


girdle to the -tunick or veftment. On the 
fhoulders were two large precious ftones, which 
joined the front and hind parts of the ephod, 
and’ on them were marked the names of the 
twelve tribes of Ifrael, fix on each. The 
breaft-plate was made of the fame materials as 
the ephod, to which it was faftened with gold 
chains. It was a fquare ornament, very thick 
and covered the whole breaft. The girdle was 
likewife made of the fame materials with the 
ephod. The mitre was made of fine flax, and 
covered the head; and. in the front was a gold 
plate, on which were carved thefe words : 
HOLINESS TO. THE LORD.—Thefe were 
the folemn ornaments belonging to the high- 
prieft: the others were only a fimple tunick or 
veftment, a linen mitre and a girdle, They 
had all garments made of linen and cotton, 
which were faftened at the waift, from whence 
they reached down to about the middle of the 
legs. : 
Sach was the form’ of the Tabernacle, and 
fuch the veftments appointed for the high- 
prieft; the whole of which, as foon as com- 
pleated, was prefented to Mofes for his in- 
pection and apprpbation. Having viewed them 
attentively, and found that all was done as 
the Lord had commanded, he firft praifed God, 
and then beftowed. his benediction on the Peo 
pie, 
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Cuar, IX. 
gle, for having fo diligently attehded to the 
ivine injunction. 

All things being now.ready, on the firft day 
of the firft month, in the fecond year after the 
departure of the Ifraelites from Egypt, the Ta- 
bernacle was, by God’s immediate command, 
fet up, and all its rich furniture difpofed in 
the proper places that had been appointed. But 
no leaner was this done, than the pillar of the 
cloud (which is called the Glory of the Lord) 
covered the whole, fo that Mofes himfelf, for 
fome time, was not. able to enter it t. 

The Almighty, 4% length, promifing Mofes to 
enter the Tabernacle, gave him inftrudctions 
(which he communicated to the people) in what 
manner (according to this new inftitution) he was 
to be. worfhipped. by facrifices and oblations ; 
what feftivals were to be obferved, and how 
celebrated ; what meats were forbidden; what 
the inftances of uncleannefS were; and what the 
degrees of confanguinity prohibited in marriage. 

The creatures appointed to be offered in fa- 
crifice were of five forts, namely, Oxen, Lambs, 
Goats, Doves, and young Pigeons, all of which 
were to be males and without blemifh. The 
perfon who prefented the offering was to do 
it at the altar, laying his two hands on the 
head of the creature, and then cutting its 
throat. The blood was to be received in a 
bafon, and with it the prieft was to {prinkle 
the veffels and corners of the altar, throwing the 
principal part at the foot of it. The victim 
was to be flead, cut in pieces and laid on the 
altar, where, either the whole, or fome part 
of it (according to. the feveral forts of facrifice) 
was to be burnt. ee 

Libations were likewife added to the facri- 
ces. All the wine, or flour, offered with the 


victims, were called effufion, or pouring out.. 


There was to be alfo a feparate offering of 
fine flour and oil, baked .on.an iron, or in a 
pan, and fprinkled with oil and_frankincenfe. 

The facrifices were of four forts, namely, 

1. The burnt-offering, every part of which 
was to be confumed by fire on. the altar, after 
walhing she feet and entrails. 

2. The peace-offering, of which only the 
inward fat or tallow was to be burnt on the 
altar, made up with the liver and kidneys, and 
the tails of the lambs. The breaft and the 
right fhoulder belonged to the priefts, the reft 
to him who offered the facrifice. 

3. The facrifice of fin, committed either 
wilfully or ignorantly. In this the prieft was to 
take fome of the blood of the victim, dip his 
finger in it, and fprinkle feven times towards the 


veil of thé fanétuayy. The fame parts of the - 


victim were to be burnt on the altar in this as 
in the former facrifice; the reft, if the facrifice 
was offered for the fin of the high prieft, or for 
the people, was to be carried without the camp 
to be burnt there, with the fkin, the head, the 
feet, and the, bowels. If it was for a private 
perfon, the victim was to be divided, one half to 
the prieft, and the other to him who offered the 
facrifice. 


+ This cloud was afterwards a fignal to the Ifraelites, by 
which they knew when to march and when toreft. While 
the cloud remained on the tabernacle, they continued where 


‘called the Scape-goat. 
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4. The Sacrifice of Oblation was to conifift 
either of. fine flour, or incenfe, or cakes of fine 
flour and. oil baked, or the firft-fruits of new 
corn. With the things offered were always to 
be oil; falt, wine and frankincenfe, the latter of 
which was to be thrown into the fire: Of the 
other things offered the prieft was to take the 
whole, one part of which he was to burn, and 
the other to convert to his own ufe. ~~ 

With refpeét to their feftivals, the firft and 
grand one to be obferved was, the Sabbath; 
which they were to keep in the ftricteft manner, 
dedicating it wholly to reft; and not doing any 
kind of bufinefs whatever. 

The Paffover was likewife to be obferved 
with great folemnity. It was to begin on the 
fourteenth day of the March moon; and for 
the feven days it lafted they were to eat only 
bread unleavened. The firft day after the Paffo- 
ver they were to Offer new ears of corn; and 


| on the fifteenth day was to be held another feaft, 


called the Harveit feftival, on which they were 
to offer in thankfgiving two loaves made of new 
wheat, as the firft-fruits of the -harveftt. The 
firft day of the feventh month (which was the 
firft of the civil year) was alfo to be held as a 
very folemn feftival, in remembrance of the 
departure of the Ifraelites from Egypt. On the 
tenth of the fame month was to be kept the 
Feaft of Expiation, on which day the prielts 
were to go into the fanctuary, and offer two 
goats, one of which was to be there. given up 
as a folemn facrifice for fin; but the other was 
to be carried not only out of the tabernacle, but 
without the camp, alfo, and was therefore to be 
On the fifteenth of the 
fame month was to begin the Feaft of Taber- 
nacles, which was to laft eight days, being kept 
as a memorial that the Ifraelites had been ac- 
cuftomed to live in tents. The whole time 
was to be fpent in mirth, and each day the 
people were to walk round the altar with boughs 
in their hands. 

‘With refpect ta animal food they were to be 
very careful in making a proper diftin@tion be- 
tween beafts that were clean, and thofe that 
were otherwife, it being lawful for them to eat 
the firft, but not the laft. Two qualifications 
were required for reckoning. a beaft clean, which 
were, that it fhould have a cloven foot, and that 
it fhould chew the cud ; fo that it was unlawful 
for them to eat fwine’s flefh, or rabbits and 


‘hares, the former not chewing the cud, and the 


latter not having cloven feet. All birds of prey 
were forbid; and it was unlawful for them to 
eat blood, or the fiefh of beafts ftrangled. 
Among the laws relative to uncleannefs, Ie- 
profy was to be reckoned the greateft, of the 
nature and quality of which the prieft was to 
judge, and to difpofe of the party as he fhould 
think proper. Some uncleanneffes were to be 
removed by wafhing their garments and bodies, 
and others by offering up facrifices. 
The laws relating to Matrimony were princi- 
They were forbid to marry ftrange 
women. 





it ftood ; but when the cloud left it, they proceeded on their 
march. 
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women. One man ‘might -have feveral wives; 
but the perfons with whom it was not allowed 
to contract matrimony were, the father, mother, 
mother-in-law, fifter by the father or mother’s 
fide, fon’s or daughter’s daughter, father’s wife’s 
daughter, father or mother’s fifter, uncle, daugh- 
ter-in-law, brother’s wife, wife’s fifter or daugh- 
ter, or grandfon or grand-daughter. It was, 
however, not only lawful, but a command en- 
joined, that the brother fhould marry the bro- 
ther’s widow, provided he died without iffue. 

Mofes, having communicated thefe, and fome 
other ordinances, to the people, proceeded next, 
agreeable to the Divine command, to conftitute 
his brother Aaron high-prieft, and to fix the 
order of priefthood in his fon and their pofte- 
rity. In the execution of this ceremony Mofes 
robed them, anointed their heads with oil, and 
made them offer facrifices for fin. The func- 
tion of the priefts in general was, to offer fa- 
crifice to the Lord, but the high-prieft’s was 
of a particular nature. He was to go once a 
year, on the day of Expiation, into the fanc- 
tuary, clad in his prieftly garments, there to 
burn incenfe before the Ark, and fprinkle the 
blood of the offering feven times with his fin- 
ger. All the tribe of Levi were appointed to 
affift the pricfts in the fervices of the Taberna- 
cle ; and to the whole were appointed particular 
allowances for their fubfiftence. But if any, 
either of the priefts or Levites, had any bo- 
dily imperfection, they were to be excluded 
from the funétion, but, at the fame time, per- 
mitted to enjoy the rights and privileges of 
their birth. The obligations they lay under 
were thefe: they were not to drink any wine, or 
any other intoxicating liquors, when they were 
to officiate in the Tabernacle: they were not 
to marry a woman who had been divorced, 
or proftituted ; and, laftly, they were not to ar- 
tend funerals, unlefs thofe of their own fa- 
thers, mothers, fons, daughters, brothers, or 
maiden fifters. 

On the eighth day after Aaron had been ap- 
pointed to the office of high-prieft, he offered 
his firft burnt offering for himfelf and the peo- 
ple. This was very acceptable to the Almighty, 
who was pleafed to teftity his approbation by 
fending fire upon the altar, which confumed 
the offering in the fight of the people, who, 
with loud fhouts and acclamations, expreffed 
their joy for fo fingular a circumftance, and 
proftrated themfelves on the ground in humble 
adoration before the Divine Majefty. 

The fire thus miraculoufly kindled was, by 
the Divine command, to be kept perpetually 
burning, and no other to be ufed in all the 





$ This way of laying hands on the heads of criminals may 
feem to arife from feveral caufes. 1. That they were wit- 
nefles of the fact, and that the perfon condemned fuffered 
july ; protefting, that if he were innocent they defired his 
blood might fall on their own heads. 2. They put their 
hands on the head of the criminal! in token of an expiatory 
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oblations to be made to God. But Nadab 
and Abihu,. two of Aaron’s fons, forgetful of 
their duty, took their cenfers and putting com- 
mon fire in them, laid incenfe thereon, and 
offered ftrange fire before the Lord. For this 
flagrant violation of the Divine command, the 
Almighty was fo offended, that, as a juft pu- 
nifhment, he immediately ftruck them dead 
with lightning. To ftrike a terror into the 
reft of the prieftly order, and deter them from 
difobedience to the commands of God, Mofes 
ordered the people to rake their dead bodies 
from the fanétuary, and carry them out of the 
camp in the fame condition they found them. He. 
likewife charged Aaron and the-reft of his fons, 
not to mourn for Nadab and Abihu, in fhaving 
their heads, or rending their cloathes; but 
that they fhould leave thofe marks of mourning 
to the reft of the people, from whom they 
ought to diftinguifth themfelves in this, as 
well as in other points, in reverence to that 
holy anointing, whereby they had been confe- 
crated to the Lord, and thereby feparated from 
their brethren. : 

A fhort time after the melancholy circum: 
ftance laft related, another awful proof was given 
of the danger of incurring the difpleafure of 
the Almighty. This was exemplified in the 
cafe of one, whofe mother’s name was Shelo- . 
mith, an Ifraelitifh woman of the tribe of Dan, 
but whofe hufband was an Egyptian, but fup- 
pofed to have become a profelyte to the houfe 
of Ifrael. This young man quarrelled with 
another, and a battle enfuing, Shelomith was 
worfted. Fired with refentment at being con- 
quered, he in the height of his paffion, curfed 
and blafphemed the name of the Lord; upon 
which being apprehended and brought before 
Mofes, he ordered him into cuftody till he 
fhould know from the Lord what punifhment 
to inflict on him for his tranfgreffion. Though 
the third command in the Decalogue forbad 
the taking of God’s name in vain, yet this 


| blafphemous curfing being an offence of an 


higher nature, againft which no pofitive Jaw 
was yet provided, Mofes had recourfe to ‘the 
Lord, who was pleafed to tell him thus: Bring 
forth, fays he, fica that curfed without the 
camp, and let all that heard him lay their 
hands upon his head}, and let all the con- 
gregation ftone him. 

In obedience to the Divine command, Mofes 
ordered the fentence to be immediately put in 
execution; and a law was thereon made, that 
whofoever fhould, from that time, blafpheme 
the name of the Lord, whether he was an If- 
raelite, or a ftranger, fhould be ftoned to death. 





facrifice ; for idolatry, blafphemy, and fuch grievous crimes, 

if. they were not punifhed, they ex d would attra&t a 

guilt, not only on the witnefs, but the whole nation, which 

by the death of the criminal, as by a victim, might be ex- 

pare: 3- That the criminal was the juft caufe of his own 
eath. 
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Manner of encamping and marching the Ifraclites. 


From the CREATION, fo the Deatu of Moses. 8 


X. 


Mofes appoints feventy elders to affift him in the 


government of the people. The Ijraclites murmur for the want of flefh, after being fupplied with 


which they are affitied with a plague. 


Aaron and bis fifter Miriam endeavour to raife a fe- 


dition, for which the latter is feverely punifoed. Mofes fends fpies into the land of Canaan. The 
report given on their return occafions great murmurings among the people, for which the Almighty 
threatens to punifo them; but, by the interceffion of Mofes, the judgment 1s averted. The fab- 


bath-breaker punifbed with death. 


water out of a rock. Death of Aaron. 


HILE the Ifraelites lay encamped in the 

wildernefs of Sinai, the Almighty ordered 
Moles, affifted by Aaron, and the heads of 
the refpective tribes, to make a general muf- 
ter of the people, in order to afcertain the 
number of thofe who were able to carry arms. 
This was accordingly done, when the number 
of true born Hraelites appeared to be 603,550 
men §, exclufive of the tribe of Levi. hefe 
were, by the exprefs command of the Almighty, 
exempted, being defigned for the peculiar fer- 
vice of the tabernacle, not only to take charge 
thereof, and of all the veffels belonging to it, 
but likewife to take it down upon every re- 
move, to guard it fafe on the way, and to put 
it up again at fuch places as fhould be appointed 
for encampment. 

The Ifraelites being thus mu.tered, Mofes and 
Aaron, by the exprefs command of God, ap- 
pointed the manner of their encampment, which 
was not only to take place now, but to be con- 
tinued ever after, as follows: 

The whole body was divided into four grand 
camps, each confifting of three tribes, under 
one ftandard ||, arid fo placed as entirely to en- 
clofe the Tabernacle. 

The ftandard of the camp of Judah was 
firft. It confifted of the tribes of Judah, Iffa- 
char, and Zebulun, (the fons of Leah) and was 
pitched on the eaft fide of the Tabernacle, to- 
wards the rifing of the fun. 





§ The ages of thefe men were, from twenty years old to 
fifty; and the exact number in each tribe was as follows : 


In the wibe of Reuben - - - 46,500 
Simeon - - - = 59,300 
Gad - - © «© 45,650 
Judah ~- - - = 74,600 
Iffahar - - = 54,400 
Zebulon = + ~ 57,400 
Ephraim - - + 40,500 
Manafleh - - 32,200 
Benjamin - += ~ 35,400 
Dan - - - = + 62,700 
Afher - - - - 47,500 
Naphtali - - - 53,400 

Total 603,550 





| ftandard, and each ftandard its motto or infcription. 


The rebellion of Korah, and the deftruélion that attended it. 
Aaron's priefthood confirmed to him by a miracle on bis rod, 


Mofes fupplies the people with 


On the fouth fide was the ftandard of the 
camp of Reuben, under which were the tribes 
of Reuben and Simeon (the fons of Leah like- 
wife) and of Gad, the fon of Zilpah, Leah’s 
maid. 

On the weft fide was the f{tandard of the camp 
of Ephraim, under which were the tribes of 
Ephraim, Manaffeh, and Benjamin. 

On the north fide was the ftandard of the 
camp of Dan, under which were the tribes of 
Dan and Naphtali, (the fons of Bilhah, Rachel’s 
maid) and of Afher (the fon of Zilpah.) 

Between the four great camps and the Ta- 
bernacle were four leffer camps, confifting of 
the priefts and Levites, under whofe immediate 
care and protection the Tabernacle was placed. 

On the eaft fide were encamped Mofes and 
Aaron, with Aaron’s fons, who had the charge of 
the fanétuary. 

On the fouth fide were the Kohathites, a 
part of the Levites, defcended from Kohath, the 
fecond fon of Levi. 

On the welt fide were the Gerfhonites, ano- 
ther part of the Levites, defcended from Ger- 
fhon, Levi’s eldeft fon. 

On the north fide were planted the Merarites, 
the remaining part of the Levites, who defcended 
from Merari, Levi’s youngeft fon. 

Such was the manner of the encampment of 
the Ifraelites ; a ready and clear view of which 
will appear from the following table : 





\| Each of thefe great camps had its peculiar banner or 
Each 
ftandard had likewife a diftin& figure marked on it. Reuben’s 
ftandard had the figure of a man: Judah’s, of a lion: 
Ephraim, of an ox; and Dan’s, that of an eagle. The 
fame four creatures are ufed by the prophet Eeckiel in the 
defcription of his firft vifion. Every cherub is faid to have 


| four faces; the face of a man to thew his underftanding ; of 


a lion, to thew his power; of an ox to thew his minilterial 
office; and of an eagle, to fhew his fwiftnefs in the execution 
of God’s will. Under the fame four, in the opinion of the 
Fathers, are reprefented the four Evangelifts. ‘The Man re- 
prefents St. Matthew, becaufe he begins his Gofpel with 
the generation of Chrift: the Lion, St. Mark, becaufe he 
begins his Gofpel from the voice of the lion roaring in the 
wildernefs: the Ox, St. Luke, becaufe he begins with Za- 
charias, the prieft; and the Eagle, St. John, who, foarine: 
aloft, beginneth with the divinity cf Chritt. ? 
Z 
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The encampment being thus formed, the 
next confideration was, to regulare the mode of 
marching, which was accordingly done as follows : 

Whenever they were to decamp (which was 
always to take place as foon as the pillar of the 
cloud left the Tabernacle) the trumpet was to 


be immediately founded, and, upon the firft | 


alarm, the ftandard of Judah being raifed, the 
three tribes which belonged to it were to fet 
forward. On the movement of thefe the Ta- 
bernacle was to be taken down with all conveni- 
ent expedition, and the Gerfhonites and Mera- 
rites were to attend the waggons with the boards 
and itaves belonging to it. This being done, 
a fecond alarm was to be given by the trumpet, 
on which the ftandard of Reuben’s camp were 
to advance with the three tribes belonging to 
it. After thefe were to follow the Kohathites, 
bearing the fanctuary, which, becaufe it was 
more holy, and not fo cumbertome, as the pillars 
and boards of the Tabernacle was not to be 
put into a wageon, but carried on their fhoul- 
ders, Next was to follow the ftandard of Ephra- 
im’s camp, with the tribes belonging toit; and, 
fatt of all, the other three tribes, under the 
ftandard of Dan, were to bring up the rear. 

A fhort time after thefe matters were adjufted, 
the Pillar of the Cloud gave the Hfraelites a 
fignal to decamp. On their beginning to move, 
agrecable to the order prefcribed, Mofes ad- 
drefled himfelf to God. Rife, faid he, Lord, 
and let thine enemies be feattered; and let them 
that hate tkee flee before thee. And when the 
ark of the covenant (by which they were di- 
rected when to ftop) refted, he added, Return, 
O Lord, unto the many thoufends of Ifrael. 

After marching for three days in the wilder- 
nefs of Sinai, the Ifraelites began to complain 
of the fatigues of their journcy, and to relate 

3 


their grievances, with great afperity, to Mofes. 
This fo offended the Almighty, that he tent 
down fire from heaven, which deftroyed all thofe 
who were fituated in the extreme parts of the 
camp. The reft were fo terrified at this cir. 
cumftance, that they immediately applied to 
Mofes, at whofe interceffion the fire ceafed, but, 
in remembrance of the incident, he called the 
place Taberah, which, in the Hebrew language, 
fignifies burning. 

But this inltance of the Divine power had 
little effect on the diffatisfied Ifraelites., They 
made heavy complaints for want of flefh for 
food ; and intimated to Mofes how much hap- 
pier they were when in the land of Egypt, where, 
though in a ftate of bondage, they could poffefs 
a variety of articles neceffary for the prefervation 
of life, 

Mofes had often heard them murmur, and 
patiently borne with it, but now that they were 
grown fo numerous, and the greatnefs of their 
numbers demanding {till more care and vigi- 
lence to govern them than what came from the 
affiftance of the magiftrates appointed by the 
advice of his father-in-law Jethro, he became 
exceeding uneafy, and, in an addrets to God, re- 
prefented the great and heavy burthens under 
which he laboured, in having the management 
of fo numerous and diffatisfied a people. 

No fooner did the Almighty hear the com- 
plaints of his faithful fervant, than he immedi- 
ately gave him relief, by ordering him to chufe 
feventy men from among the Elders of Ifrael, 
and to bring them with him to the Tabernacle 
of the Congregation. ‘ There, faid he, I will 
«© come down and talk with thee, and I will give 
“ them a portion of the fame {pirit with which 
“ T have infpired thee; and they fhall bear 
the burthen of the people with thee.” 


a 


Tn 


Cuap. X. 


In confarmity to‘the Divine command; Mofes . 


felected feventy of the elders, fixty-eight of 
whom he conduéted to-the Tabernacle, whither 
they had no fooner arrived, than the Almighty 


was pleafed to fulfil his promife, by infpiring ° 


them with the like kind of fpiric he had given 
to Mofes, and by which thev were enabled to 
prophecy. Nay, fo extenfive was this infpiration, 
that though the other two came not out with 
the reft to the tabernacle, but remained in the 
camp, yet they received the fame impreffion of 
the fpirit with the reft, and, in like manner, pro- 
phefied. This circunftance fo furprized a cer- 
tain young man in the camp, that he immedi- 
ately haftened to the tabernacle, to acquaint 
Mofes that Edad and Medad (which were the 
names of the two elders left behind) were pro- 
phefying in the camp. Jofhua (who was totally 
unacquainted with the operations of the Lord 
by his fpirit) was likewife greatly furprized, and, 
thinking it a derogation of his mafter, likewife 
ran to the tabernacle, and advifed Mofes to 
reftrain them from that power which only be- 
longed to himfelf. But Mofes reproved him 
for his conduct in thefe words: “ Doft thou, 
s¢ faid he, envy themon my account ? Woulct 
“to God that all the Lord’s people were in- 
“ fpired, and that they might be endued with 
“ the fpirit of prophecy !” 

The murmurings of the people for want of 
ficth ftill continued, and to fuch a height did 
their fury arife, that they befet Mofes’s tent on 
all fides, and, in the moft tumultuous manner, 
demanded of him to relieve their neceffities. 
Thus circumftanced Mofes applied himfelf to 
God, to whom he intimated the little probability 
there was of fupplying fo numerous a body of 
people with the article requefted. The Almighty 
was pleafed to promife that he would remove 
this evil; and at the fame time gently rebuked 
Mofes in thefe words. fs the Lerd’s hand (faid 
he) waxed fhort ? thou foalt fee now whether my 
word foall come to pafs unto thee or not. 

It was not long before’ this Divine promife 
was fulfilled; for the Almighty caufing a fouth 
wind to arife, it drove prodigious quantities of 
Quails from the fea-coaft to within a mile of the 
camp, which being taken by the people, they 
feafted on them in the moft greedy manner. 

But God foon called them to a dreadful ac- 
count for their infolent demand of flefh, and 
their diftruft of his Providence : for while they 
were regaling themfelves with thefe dainties, he 
vifited them with a fevere plague *, of which 
great numbers died, and were buried on the fpot 
where they fell. In confequence of this cir- 
cumftance the place was called Kibroth-Hattaa- 
vah, which fignifies the Graves or Sepulchres of 
Luft and Concupifcence. 

From this place the Ifraelites marched to Ha- 
zeroth, where they had not been long before 





* This plague fcems to have been of a fuffocating nature, 
and to have choaked them, either while they were eating, or 
very foon after; as appears from the words in the text. While 
the flefh was yet beteveen their teeth, eve it was chewed, the 
acrath of the Lord was kindled agaixf? the people, This is 
farther confirmed in Pfal. Ixxvili. 30, 31. 

t Zipporah, Mofes’s wife, was a Midianite ; and becaufe 


From thesCreaTtion, to the Deatru of Moses. 9% 


another circumftance occurted of a very difa~ 
greeable nature: Aaron and his fifter Miriam, 
-obferving the great. power their brother Mofes 
had ‘over the people, and that God chiefly made 
ufe.of iim in the delivery of his facred aracles, 
began to look upon him with an eye of envy. 
To give fome colour to their conduét, they pre- 
tended to fall out with him, on account of his 
having married a foreigner, whom they contemp- 
tuoufly called an Ethiopian ¢; and, to leffen his 
importance, and at the fame time enlarge their 
own, they added, Whar, bath the Lord fpokw only 
to Mofes ? bath he not {poken alfa by us ? 

. Mofes faw the difcontent of his brother and 
fifter; but confidering it only as a _perfonal 
pique, took no notice of it. The Almighty, 
however, being greatly offended at their con- 
duct, thought proper to interpofe, and convince 
them that fuch behaviour to his faithful fervant 
was of the moft heinous nature, and fhould not 
pafs unnoticed. Ordering, therefore, Mofes, 
Aaron and Miriam to attend at the door of the 
tabernacle, he fharply rebuked the two latter for 
their infolence, afking them, how they durft 
fpeak againft his fervant Mofes? “ You, (faid 
* he to Miriam) have fhared in the prophetic 
‘* office, and to you have I declared my will in 
«¢ dreams and vifions; but with Mofes I have 
** anfwered more familiarly, and I will: fpeak 
« face to face with him, and fhew him as much 
“ of my glory as he is capable of feeing.” 

Thus Mofes had the fecret fatisfaction of 
finding himfelfjuftified by his Divine proteétor ; 
but Aaron, to his great confufion, beheld his 
fifter Miriam made a dreadful example of God’s 
anger. She was fuddenly aMlicted with a moft 
dreadful and inveterate leprofy ; upon which 
Aaron, addrefling himfelf to Mofes, acknow- 
ledged the fin they had committed, begged par- 
don, and folicited him to intercede with God in 
behalf of his fitter, that the leprofy might be 
removed, and her former health reftored. 

Mofes, who was naturally of a meck difpo- 
fition, and ever ready to pardon an injury offered 
to himfelf, made no hefitation at complying with 
Aaron’s requeft, His interceffion had the defired 
effect : the Almighty was pleafed to promite that 


the evil fhould be removed ; but as the offence 


was of a public nature, he ordered her to be 
turned out of the cunp for feven days, in 
the manner of a common leper, in order to 
deter others from committing the like feditious 
practices. 

Soon after Miriam’s rerurn to the camp, the 
Ifraelites removed to the defart of Paran; from 
whence, after feveral encampments, they reached 
Kadefh-Barnea, fituated on the frontiers of the 
Land of Canaan. 

On their arrival at this place, Mofes, by the 
Divine command, feleéted twelve men, one from 
each tribe, whom he ordered to go as {pies into 

the 





‘Midian bordzred on Ethiopia, fhe was fo called, and it is 


fometimes, in the feriptures, comprehended under this name. 
But here Zipporah is called an Ethiopian by way of ridicule, 
which they should not have done, as fhe had fubmitted to 
the law, and, therefore, though of another country, ought 
to have been eieemed an Ifraclite. 
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the promifed ‘land, to take a view of the country. 
FHfe charged them to make a diligence examina- 
tion into the ftrength of its cities and inhabi- 
tants, the nature and fertility of its foil, and the 
principal articles it produced, fome of the latter 
of which he told them to bring with them on 
their return. 

With thefe inftruéctions the twelve fpies fet 
forward on their journey, and proceeded from 
the entrance of the country on the north, to 
its extremity on the fouth, In their way back 
they paffed through a valley remarkable for its 
fertility in vines, and therefore called the Valley 
of Ejchol, which fignifies a clufter of grapes. At- 
tracted by the beauty of the fruit, they deter- 
mined to preferve fome and carry it to the 
camp. ‘They cut down a branch, on which was 
only one clufter of grapes, but of fuch an im- 
moderate fize, that they were obliged to lay it 
on a pole, and carry it between two of them. 
Nor was this the only produét of this happy foil: 
the golden fig and beautiful pomegranate a- 
dorned the trees, and a variety of other fruits, 
(of which they took famples with them) loaded 
the luxuriant branches. 

The fpies having, in the compafs of forty 

days, taken a view of the whole country of Ca- 
naan, returned to the camp of the Ifraclites ; and, 
after fhewing them the fruits of the land, gave 
them an account of the obfervations they had 
tade in the courfe of their journey. ‘“ We 
* have been, (faid they) in the country to which 
‘ you fent us. It is a fertile and plentiful land; 
but the inhabitants of it are powerful. There 
are great cities with ftrong walls. We have 
feen thofe men of the race of Anak, warlike 
men, and of a gigantic ftature. 
lekites inhabit the fouth part of the land ; the 
Hittites, Jebufites and Amorites, the moun- 
tains; and the Canaanites, the banks of the 
river Jordan.” 
The people were highly pleafed with that part 
of the account relative to the fertility of the 
country; but when they reflected on its ftrength, 
with the fize and number of its inhabitants, they 
were greatly alarmed, and expreffed their fears at 
being brought to a place where they were in the 
mioft imminent danger. But Caleb and Jofhua 
(two of the twelve who were fent to view the 
country) endeavoured to remove their fears, by 
faying, ‘Let us make ourlelves mafters of the 
“© country, for we are ftrong enough to conquer 
© the inhabitants.” 

This had the defired effect, and might have 
produced happy confequences had it not been 
for the cowardly difpofition of the other ten, 
who, perceiving that the account given by Caleb 
and Jofhua had fired the people with a defign of 
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becoming the poffeffors of the country by a | 


{fpeedy conqueft, began to retract from their 
former accounts, to paint matters in the worft 
light, and toreprefent it as a thing impoffible, 
both by reafon of the ftrength of its fortified 
towns, and the valour and gigantic ftature of the 
inhabitants. 

This cowardly reprefentation defeated all the 
arguments ufed by Caleb and Jofhua in favour 
of the enterprize. The Ifraelites, one and all, 
cried out, they could never hope to overcome 
fuch powerful nations, in comparifon of which 
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they looked on themfelves“as mere grafhoppers 
and reptiles. In fhort, their murmuring grew to 


‘fuch an height by the next.morning, that a re- 


turn to Egypt was thought more advifeable than 
to face fuch an enemy: and they went fo far as 
to deliberate’ on a’proper perfon who fhould re- 
conduét them into che land of their former 
thraldom. 

This perverfenefs of the people greatly aMicted 
Mofeés, who, finding them bent on their own 
ruin, and fearful that fome dreadful canfequence 
would follow, proftrated himfelf on the ground 
(as did alfo his brother Aaron) in the prefence 
of the whole affembly, and befought of God 
that he would be merciful in his judgments on 
the people for their fin and ingratitude. 

Caleb and Jofhua expreffed their grief by 
rending their cloathes ; and endeavoured, in the 
moft forcible manner, to convince the people 
that their fears were ill founded, and that they 
might, by putting their truft in God, overpower 
their enemies, and make themfclves mafters of 
the promifedland. «* The land (faid they) that 
“© we paffled through is, indeed, a rich and fertile 
* Jand, abounding with all things neceffary for 
“ life. If we pleafe the Lord he will bring us 
* into this land, and give itus. Do not, there- 
“ fore, by rebelling againft him, forfeit his pro- 
“ mife and protection. Nor be afraid of the 
*° people of the land, whom we shall as furely 
** conquer as we eat our food, and with as much 
“eafe. The Lord is with us, and we have 
nothing to fear.” 

But fo far was this fpeech from making any 
impreffion on the perverfe and obftinate Ifraclites, 
that, in a tumultuous manner, they called our to 
ftone Caleb and Jofhua; and which they would 
certainly have done, had not the Glory of God, 
at that inftant, vifibly appeared before all the 
people, in the Tabernacle of the Congregation. 

As foon as Mofes faw this, he proftrated him- 
felf before the Lord, who being highly incenfed 
againft the Ifraelites for their perverfe condudt, 
threatened to fend a peftilence that fhould to- 
tally extirpate them, and at the fame time 
told Mofes, that he would make him a prince 
of a more numerous and powerful nation. 

The pious Mofes (as he had feveral times 
done before) became again an interceffor for the 
people. He, in the moft earneft manner, foli- 
cited the Almighty to pardon their offences, and 
reprefented the confequences that might follow 
fhould he totally deftroy them: the fubftance of 
his folicitations and obfervations were in words 
to this effect: ‘ O thou everlafting Jehovah, 
** who appeared to Abraham, to Iaac and Ja- 
“cob, and who was gracioufly pleafed to pro- 
«* mife that their children fhould inherit the land 
** of Canaan, look in mercy on_ this people, 
** whom neither promifes will encourage, nor 
‘* threatenings deter from difobeying thee. O 
** Lord, turn away thy fierce anger, for thou art 
“© a God of mercy, and I will truft in thee to 
** {pare this wicked, this rebellious people.” 

Thefe arguments and expoftulations, in fome 
meafure, averted the Divine vengeance, the Al- 
mighty promifing Mofes not to put his firft de- 
fign into execution. But, as the ingratitude and 
infidelity of the people were become intolerable 
(notwithfanding God’s conftant care in provi- 
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ding againft their wants, fkreening them from 
ek eremice: and preferving them from all 
dangers) he.declared that notone of ‘thofe who 


had murmured from twenty years old and upwards - 


fhould. ever enter the promifed land ;. but that 
they :thould wander, with the children about 
the wildernefs for. the fpace of forty years, in 
which time they fhould all pay the debt of nature, 
and that their children fhould have thofe pof- 
{felfions, which, had they not been fo difobedient, 
they might have enjoyed chemfelves _ ; 
As for the ten falfe fpies, who were the im- 


mediate authors of this defection, they: were all | 


deftroyed by a fudden death, and became the 


firft inftances of the punifhment denounced: 


againft the body of the people. 


Caleb and Jofhua, who had not only done 


their duty in giving a faithful account of their, 
ebfervations, but alfo endeavoured to remove the 
ill-concerted intentions of the people, were pre- 
ferved. For this their conduét they received the 
Divine approbation, as alfo a promife, that they 
fhould live to enter, and inherit, the promifed 
and. 

: When Mofes related thefe particulars to the 
people, their tempers were greatly altered, and 
they expreffed their uneafinefs for the offence 
they had committed by putting on the deepeft 
mourning. Suppofing that their forwardnefs 
now would make fome atonement for their 
former cowardice, they affembled themfelves 
together the next morning, and offered to go on 
the conqueft. “ Weare ready, faid they, to go to 
«* the place whereof the Lord has fpoken to us.” 


But this offer, inftead of arifing from any. 


natural courage, took place only from a pre- 
fumptuous rafhnefs. This Mofes well knew, 
and therefore endeavoured all he could to dif- 


fuade them from fo ill-judged an enterprize.. 


He told them it was contrary to God’s exprefs 
command, and therefore could not profper : 
that, by their late undutiful behaviour they 
had forfeited his affiftance and protection, with- 


out which it was impoffible for them to fucceed ; || 


and that, as the Amalekites and Canaanites had 
gained the paffes of the mountains before them, 
every attempt muft prove abortive. 


But all this admonition had no weight with | 


the obftinate Ifraelites. Notwithftanding the 
Ark of the Covenant was not with them; not- 
withftanding Mofes, their general, was not at 
the head of them; yet out they marched to the 
top of the mountains, where the enemy  fur- 
prizing them, they were immediately thrown 
into the greateft diforder, prodigious numbers 
were flain, and the reft obliged to fave them- 
felves by flight; nor did they ftop till they 
came to a place called Hormah. Though it 
was but eleven days journey from hence to 
Kadefh-Barnea, yet, for their difobedience, they 
were fo interrupted as to. be near two years 


in getting to the place from whence they came. | 


Many remarkable circumftances occurred du- 





* Itis very reafonable to imagine, that Mofes (who was 
well acquainted with thé gracious and ready affiftance of God 
in time of need) was, during the time of his being on the 

‘ ground, applying himfelf.to the Lord for protection againtt 
this mutinous body of people. - And it is likewile reafonable 
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to this effect: 
© of Levi: Is it a matter of fo light concern, 
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ring the ftay of the Ifraelites in che wildernefs. 
‘She firft recorded by the facred hiftorian is an 
inftance of the Divine feverity on aman, who, 
by a polt-fact-law, was adjudged to be ftoned 
to death for violating che fabbath, by gather- 


_ing fticks on that day. Though a particular 


injunction had been laid on the people to keep 
this commandment in the ftriéteft manner, 
yet no penalty had been annexed to the yio- 
lation of it. The people, therefore, who brought 
the offender before Mofes,' were ordered to 
keep him in cuftody, till he fhould know the 
Divine pleafure concerning Sabbath-breakers. 
The Almighty was pleafed to return for an- 
fwer, that fuch tranfgreffors fhould be ftoned 
to death ; upon which the offender was imme- 
diately conducted out of the camp, and the 
fentence executed. 

The next material circumnftance that occurred 
was, a violent rebellion raifed by Korah, great 
grand-ion of Levi, and confequently one of 
the heads of that tribe. This ambitious per- 
fon, having long envied Aaron, on account 
of him and his family being raifed to the 
higheft office in the priefthood, and to which 
he thought himfelf had an equal title, was al- 
ways caballing againit him, till at length he 
had brought over two hundred and fifty emi- 
nent perfons to his intereft, among whom were, 
Dathan and Abiram two of the chiefs of the 
tribe of Reuben. 

As foon as Korah thought matters properly 
ripe for an open rupture, he appeared at the 
head of the faction, and publicly upbraided 
Mofes and Aaron with an unjuft ambition, 
in ufurping that power to themfelves of which 


he thought himfelf entitled to a part; and 


that the arbitrary meafures they purfued were 
injurious to the people, by depriving them of 
their juft and natural liberties. 

This itrange and unexpected addrefs fo fur- 
pie Mofes, that he immediately proftrated 
imfelf on the ground, in which fituation he 
lay for fome time*. Ar length he arofe, and 
with great fteadinefs and magnanimity, ‘in- 
formed. them, that the nexe day. the Lord 


-would decide the controverfy, and would make 


it appear who were his fervants, who were 
holy, and who the proper perfons to be ad- 


mitted into his Divine preience. He then, 


with his ufual calmnefs and ferenity of mind, 
argued the matter with them,@gnd, in the 
moft mild manner, rebuked them for the .im- 
propriety of their conduct. He was rather 
more fevere on Korah (who was the author 
of the defection) than the reft; and concluded 
with addrefling them conjunctively in words 
“ Hear me (fays he) ye fons 


a 


‘ that the God of Ifrael hath diftinguithed 
** you from the reft of Ifrael, to admit you 
‘to the more immediate fervice of the ta- 
** bernacle, and to ftand before the congre- 

‘€ gation, 





to imagine, that while he lay in.this humble pofture God 

appeared to him, and gave him comfortable advice in what 

manner he fhould conduct himfelf; as he foon after fpoke 

to them with great courage, and, to vindicate himfelf, put 

the matter between him and them upon trial the next day. 
Aa 
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*¢ pation, and minifter to them? Is not this 
« an honour fufficient to fatisfy your ambi- 
“ tious {pirit, but that ye ‘muft aim at the 


“© priefthoad too? This is the caufe of your’ 


<< clamours ;. and for this ye have moved 
_“ the people to fedition. But be affured, 
“< whatever ye may pretend againft Aaron, 
“« this infult is againft the Lord, as it is 
‘* againft his difpenfations that ye murmur 
“‘ and confpire.” 

Dathan and Abiram. were at fome diftance 
when Mofes thus talked with the reft of the 
confpirators ; and therefore, fuppofing they had 
been drawn into the plot at the inftigation 
of Korah, he fent for them privately, with 
a defign of arguing the matter with them in 
the mildeft terms. But inftead of a civil an- 
fwer he received the following haughty mef- 
fage: <« Is it (faid they) a matter of {fo fmall 
«moment, that thou haft brought us out of 
«© a land which flowed with plenty, to kill 
«us in the defart? Thou affeéteft dominion, 
“ and wouldeft make thyfelf prince over us 
« alfo. Notwithftanding thy fair promifes, 
thou haft not brought us into a land that 
“ flows with milk and ihoney, nor given us 
“© any inheritance of fields and vineyards; but 
« when we were ready to take poffeffion of 
“ the promifed land, thou didft turn us back 
“ into this barren defart; to repeat the fa- 
“ tigues and hardfhips we had before under- 
« gone. We will not come.” 

Thefe unjuft reproaches highly pravoked Mo- 
fes, but, inftead of returning any ill language 
to them, he addreffed himfelf to God, faying, 
Refpect not thou their offering : I have not taken 
one afs from them, neither have I hurt one of 
them. He then fummoned Korah, and all his 
companions, to meet him and Aaron the next 
day at the tabernacle, and to bring with 
them their cenfers ready prepared with incenfe, 
to appear before the Lord. 

Accordingly, early the next morning Mofes 
and Aaron went to the tabernacle, whither Korah 
alfo repaired at the head of his party, with 
each man a cenfer in his hand, and attended 
by a prodigious multitude of Reokic> who, in 
all probability, went as fpectators of this 
fingular contetft. 

The firft thing that attraGted their attention 
was, the amazing fplendor that iffued from the 
cloud over:the tabernacle, from which God 
called to Mofes and Aaron, ordering them to 
withdraw, that he might infli& that punifh- 


ment on the rebellious crew they juftly de-. 


ferved. 

Mofes and Aaron knowing that the multi- 
tude who attended on this occafion did it only 
to gratify their curiofity, and at the fame time 
lamenting that they fhould equally fuffer with 
the wicked Korah and his party, proftrated 
themfelves before God, aad interceded for 
their protection. ‘ O God, (faid they) thou 
« God of the fpiric of all flefh, fthall one 
«© man fin, and wilt thou be angry with all?” 
Their prayers were no fooner offered than heard, 
and the Almighty being pleafed to liften to 


their folicitation, commanded them to tell the | 


people to withdraw. Frightened at the amazing 
fplendor that iffued from the cloud, they rea- 
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dily obeyed this order, and retired at 
diftance from the tents .of Korah, Sota ce 
principal affociates, Dathan and Abitam, who 
ftaod, in a daring manner, near sheir own 
tents, attended by their wives and families. 

As foon as the multitude had sotired to a 
proper diftance, Mofes addrefled chem in werds 
to this effet: ‘“ By this (faid he) you fhail 
“ know that the Lord has commifioned me 
“ to do what 1 have done, and that I have 
“ undertaken nothing of my own head. If 
“ thefe men (meaning Korah and his party) 
© die the common way of nature, or be vili- 
"© ted as other men, then take it for granted 
“ the Lord hath not fent me; but if he deal 
““ with them after a ftrange and unufual man- 
f ner, and the earth, opening her mouth, 
*s {wallow them up alive, then fhall ye un- 
© derftand that thefe men have provoked the 
* Lord.” 

No fooner had Mofes fpoken thefe words 
than the earth was fuddenly convulied, and 
the furface of it opening, Korah and his two 
adherents Dathan and Abiram, together with 
their familes and fubftance, were at {wallowed 
up alive, and the ground clofing on them, 
they perifhed. When the people who ftood 
round faw their difmal fate, they were greatly 
frightened, and cried out, Let us fly, /e# the 
earth fwallow us up aljo. ‘ 

In the mean tume God, to puntfh the reft 
of thefe rebellious people, who had profanely 
attempted to offer incenfe contrary to the law, 
fent down fire from heaven, and deftroyed the 
whole two hundred and fifty men that had joined 
with Korah. 

To perpetuate the memory of this judgment, 
as well as to deter, for the future, any, but the 
fons of Aaron, from prefuming to burn incenfe 
before the Lord, Motes, by the Divine com- 
mand, ordered Eleazar, Aaron’s fon, to gather 
up the cenfers of the dead, and to have them 
beat into broad plates as a covering for the altar; 
affigning this as areafon, “ That it might be 
“© for a memorial to the children of Ifrael, that 
“ no ftranger, or any that was not of Aaron’s 
“© family, fhould prefume to offer. incenfe before 
«« the Lord, left he died the death of Korah 
** and his company.” 

It might have been fuppofed that fo dread- 
ful a punifhment would, at leaft for fome 
time, have kept the Ifraelites within the bounds 
of their obedience; but no fooner were they 
recovered from their fright, than they again 
began to murmur, and to aceufe Mofes ‘and 
Aaron with having (as they called the late 
mutineers) murdered the people of the Lord. 

Mofes and Aaron, well knowing the tur- 
bulent temper of the people, and fearing they 
might praceed to fome violent outrage, took 
fanctuary in the tabernacle, which they had 
no fooner entered than th¢ Almighty com- 
manded them to withdraw from the reft of 
the congregation, for that in a fhort time he 
would deftroy them. 

In confequence of this Mofes and Aaron 
immediately proftrated themfelves on the ground, 
and earneftly implored of God to fpare the 
people; but, early as they. were in their fup- 
plicaties, the Divine vengeance was. before 
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them, »for the aes » prowoked' by the re- 
peated rebellions of ‘the Tone, had ‘aiready 
fent a peitiience among them. ©. =. 
As as Mofes obferved this, he otdeted 
Aaron to. take.¢ cenfer, put fire and incenfe in it. 
from the altar, amd haften ce the congtegation 
to. make. atonement for the fins of the ay a 
Aaron did as Mofes’ commanded, and ftanding 
between the dead and the living, he prayed for 
fome time, and the plague ceafed. But; nor- 
withftanding the very fhort time this calamity 
lafted, yet, with fuch violence did it rage, that 
the number carried off by it amounted to 14,700 


perfons, 

Though God had thus, in two inftances,  pu- 
nifhed the people for their wickednefs, yet, know- 
ing that the minds of many of them were, by 
the infinuations of Korah and his accomplices, 
ftill prejudiced againft Aaron and his family, on 
account of their being invefted with the prieft- 
hood, he was pledfed to put an end to all con- 
troverfy on this head by the following miracle. 
He commanded Mofes to take a rod from each 
tribe, and to write upon it the name of the 
prince of that tribe to whom it belonged ; and 
to write Aaron’s name on that of the cribe of 
Levi. That when this was done, he fhould lay 
up the twelve rods in the tabernacle, before the 
Ark of the Teftimony, until the next morning, 
when fome miraculous change fhould be feen as 
. would determine in whofe family the priefthood 
fhould be eftablithed. 

Mofes, who never failed paying an immediate 
obedience to the Divine command, did as he was 
ordered; and going next morning to the taber- 
nacle, brought out the twelve rods in the pre- 
fence of all the people. Eleven of the rods 
were in the fame {tate as when he put them into 
the tabernacle, but the. twelfth (which belonged 
to Aaron) had avery different appearance, for 
ithad not only budded, but likewife bloffomed, 
and bore ripe almonds. A convincing proof to 
the people that God had fingled out Aaron and 
his family to the prieftly office. 

In memory of this remarkable decifion, God 
ordered Aaron’s rod to be laid up in the Ark of 
the Covenant, that, by. the people’s feeing it, 
they might not again rebel, but remain fatisfied 
with thofe whom he had been pleafed, in fo 


diftinguifhed a manner, to appoint to the prieftly 


office. 

After the eftablifhment of the high-prieft’s 
office in Aaron and his family, the Ifraelites 
moved about, from one place to another, in the 
wildernefs, but chiefly about the mountains 
of Idumeza, until God, by fhortening the period 
of human life, had taken away almoft all that 
generation, of whom be bad fworn in bis wrath 
(as the Pfalmift expreffes it, xcv. 11.) that they 
fhould not enter into bis reft. And, indeed, a 
reafon had he to be angry with them, fince, 
during the remainder of their peregrination, they 





+ This was not Kadefh-Barnea, the ftation or encamp- 
ment of the I[fraelites on the confines of the northern part 
of Canaan ; but another Kadefh, ficuated on the confines of 
Idumza, and not far fronr the. Red Sea. 

~ Miriam was the eldeft of the three, and was near an 
hundred and thirty yearsold. Eufebius affures us, that in 
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ought proper to record; which; ne 
verthelefs, ave montioned, with tic final) feverieys 
by other infpired ‘writers.—See Arnos: 26. 
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As the time, however; of their entrance info 
the land of Canaan drew riear; they advanced - 
into ¢he wildernefs of Zin; and pitched their 
camip at Kadefh¢; where -Miriam ¢; fifter to 
Motes and Aaron; died; and was buried: | 

The Ifraelites hdd not been long at Kadefh; 
before they were greatly diftreffed. for water, 
upon which (as they had before done on fimilar 
occafions) they exclaimed, with great vehe- 
mence; againft Mofes and Aaren, faying, ‘¢ Why 
“ have ye brought the Lord’s people into the 
*« wildernefs to kill them and their cattle ? Why 
«© did you perfuade us to leave the fertile land 
“ of Egypt to bring us into this barren place, 
which affords neither water to quench our 
“ thirft, nor fruits to fatisfy our hunger ? Would 
“ to God we had petifhed with. our brethren 
“ before the Lord.” 

The impatience and diffatisfaction of the If- 
raelites greatly perplexed Mofes and Aaron, who, 
as was their ufual cuftom on fuch occafions, ad- 
dreffed themfelves to God, befeeching him to 
remove the prefent diltreffes of the people. The 
Almighty was pleafed to liften to their. requeft : 
he ordered Mofes to take his rod, and, with 
the afliftance of Aaron, affemble the people to- 
gether ; which having done, he fhould /peak ro 
the RocK in their fight, and it foould immediately 
produce abundance of. water. : 

Agreeable to thefe orders, Mofes and Aaron 
aflembled the people before the rock, who, no 
doubt, readily attended in expectation of having 
thofe grievances removed of which they had fo 
greatly complained. Hitherto Mofes had paid 
an exaé and abfulute obedience to all the com- 
mands God had enjoined him; but now (how- 
ever it happened) he made fome deviation from 
his inftructions, and thereby committed the 
greateft mifcarriage of his whole life. He was 
ordered to fpeak to the rock before the people; 
but, inftead of fo doing, he fpoke to the people, 
faying, Hear now,. ye rebels, muft we fetch you 
water out of this rock ? In doing this, he expreffed 
impatience and heat of fpirit, which were in 
dire oppofition to that humility he had hitherto 
poffeffed. 

This condué of Mofes was highly offenfive 


_to God, as appeared from his firft ftriking. the 


rock without its having the leaft effect. How- 
ever, on ftriking ita fcond time, the water if- 
fued from it in great abundance, and not only 
the people, but likewife the cattle, were plenti- 
fully fupplied with that neceffary article they had 
fo much wanted. 

Though this was the firft time that Mofes had 
made the leaft deviation from the Divine in- 
junctions, yet it pleaféd the Almighty to fake 

im 








his time her tomb was found at Kadefh, a fmall diftance from 
Petrea, the capital of Arabia Petrea. Several of the antients 
are of opinion that fhe died a virgin, and that fhe was the 


|. kegiflatrix and governelfs ef the liraelitifh women, as Mofes 


was the legiflator of the men. 
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him fenfible of. his fault; and to inflict eae 
ment on him for his difobediente. Confidering 

alfo as concerned with him in the tran{- 
greffion,. he denounced this fentence againft them 
conjunétively. Becaufe, faid he, ye believed me not, 
to Janttify me in the eyes of the children of Ifrael, 
therefore ye foall nat bring. this congregation into the 
land which 1 have given them, From this un- 
happy accident, the place was called -Meribah, 
which, in the Hebrew language, fignifies, chiding 
or firife. 

Though Mofes had committed this offence, 
and received the Divine chaftifement, yet he 
{till preferved the command and government of 
the people. Intending to decamp from Kadefh, 
as a neceffary precaution in order to fecure the 
fafety of the people, he fent meffengers to the 
king of Edom (upon whofe borders they then 
were) requcfting permiffion to pafs through his 
territories, affuring him that they would not com- 
mit any hoftilities, nor give the leaft moleftation 
to any of his fubje@s. But the haughty Edo- 
mite was fo far from granting his requeft, that 


. Kadeth, took another way, and marched to 
: Hor, near the borders ‘of Edom, .where they 


Boos :T.: 


he came out with a. powerful ‘army to: :oppofe” 
him ; upon which Mofes, after decampin a 
ount 


pitched their tents, and for fome. time encamped. 
The time now drawing near, that the fi -. 
elites were to penetrate: the promifed land, (into 
which the Lord had told Aaron he fhould not 
enter becaufe of his tranfgreffion at. Meribah) 
God gave Aaron notice that his’ diffolution was 
near at hand, that he might the more propesty 
prepare himfelf for fo awful an event. As a 
neceflary introduction, the Almighty commanded 
Mofes to take Aaron, and Eleazarhisfon, (who 
was to fucceed him in the office of high-prieft) 
and conduét them to the top of the mount, where 
he fhould ftrip Aaron of his prieftly garments, 
and put them upon Eleazar, hie tux. 

Mofes having obeyed thefe commands, Aaron, 
in a very fhort time after, gave up the ghoft §; 
and when the people heard that he was dead, 
they mourned for him thirty days. © 
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The Iraclites are defeated by Arad one of the Canaantifh kings, but, on a fecond engagement, obtain 


a complete conqueft. They murmur on account of their food. 


raculoufly removed by a Brazen one fet up by Mofes. 
Balak, king of Moab, fears the inroads of the Ijraelites. 


morites, and Og, king of Bafban. 


Sends Meffengers to Balaam (a famous magician) 
His prophecies concerning the Ifraelites. 


journey, and bebaviour on bis arrival. 


Iiraslites for committing whoredom and idolatry. 
Moabites and Midianites totally defeated by the Ifraclites, and the whole, 


The Plague of fiery Serpents. Ni- 
The Ifraclites defeat Sibon, king of the A- 


to come and curfe the Iraelites. _ Balaam’s 
Punilbment of the. 
The impudence and punifoment of Zimri. The: 
except fuch females as 


vere virgins, put to the fword. Mofes appoints the limits of thofe parts of Canaan the . Ifraelites 


were to conquer, 
Fofoua his fucceffor in the government. 
farwel of them, and goes up to 
charader. 


HILE the Ifraelites lay encamped near 

Mount Hor, Arad, one of the kings of 
Canaan, who dwelt in the fouth, being informed 
of their fituation, and that they intended vifiting 
his. dominions, went out with a confiderable ar- 
my to interrupt their progrefs. Accordingly, 
coming up with them, an engagement took place, 
in which the Ifraelites were worfted, and fome of 
them made prifoners. 

In confequence of this repulfe, the Ifraelites 
made a vow to God, promifing, if he would de- 
liver thefe people into their hands, they would 
utterly deftroy their cities. Their Divine Pro-' 
tector was pleafed to liften to their requeft; for, 
upon their engaging the Canaanites a fecond time, 
they obtained a complete victory, took poffeffion 


ren 


§ He was buried on the fpot where he died, it being the 
antient cuftom to bury perfons of eminence in high places. 


See Jofhua xxiv. 30. Judges ii. 9. ‘This event happened 
2 


and orders that the divifion of the country foall be made by lot. He appoints 
Makes a remarkable fpeech to the people. 
Pifgah to take a view of the promifed land. His death and 


Takes bis 


of their cities, and put all the inhabitants to the. 
fword. 

Elated with this fuccefs the Ifraelites decamped 
from Mount Hor, and took their rout by the 
Red Sea, marching round Edom, through which 
they had. been refufed a paffage by the king of 
the country. As the way was long, the paties 
difficult, and the country barren, they, forgetting . 
their late fuccefs, and reflecting only on the pre- 
fent inconveniences, relapfed into their old hu- 
mour of murmuring, and heavily complained 
both againft God and Mofes. Wherefore, {aid 
they, bave ye brought us up out of Egypt to die 
in the wilderne[s ? for there ts no bread, neither ts 
there any water, and our foul loatbesh this light 
bread. ; 

As 


a 
in the goth year after the Ifraelites left Egypt, on the firit 


day of the fifth month, which anf{wers to our July, at which 
time Aaron was 123 yearscf age. See Numb, soniil. 38 39. 


Crap, XI, 


As a punifhment to the Ifraelites for this frefh 
inftance of their impiety and diftruft, God fent 
amongft them prodigious numbers of fiery fer- 
pents J, whofe ftings were fo venomous, that 
‘ thofe who were bit by them died; and by this 
plague, great numbers of the Ifraelites, in a very 
fhort fpace of time, were carried off. 

This dreadful calamity fo alarmed the people, 
that they few to Mofes for protection, acknow- 
ledging the offence they had committed, and 
befeeching him to intercede with God in their 
behalf. Mofes, pitying their diftrefs, readily 
complied with their requeft; upon which the 
Almighty was pleafed to order him to make a 
ferpent of brafs refembling thofe by which they 
were afflicted, and to fet it up on a high pole * ; 
telling him, at the fame time, that fuch as were 
bitten, if they looked up to this ferpent, fhould 
be healed f. : 

Mofes obeyed the Divine command, and 

though the ferpents did not ceafe biting, that the 
people might be more fenfible of their tranf- 
greffion, yet, on looking up to the brazen {fer- 
pent, the force of the fting loft its effect, and 
the perfon afflicted foon recovered. _ 
. he Ifraelires, after making various marches 
and encampments, between the countries of Moab 
and Ammon, without committing the leaft hof- 
tility, at length came to the borders of that part of 
the country inhabited by the Amorites. From 
hence Mofes fent ambaffadors to Sihon their 
king, requefting permiffion to pafs through his 
country, and promifing, at the fame time, not to 
commit any depredation, or give him the leaft 
difturbance. _ 

The Amorite prince, fearful of admitting fo 
formidable a body into the heart of his kingdom, 
pofitively denied the Ifraelites a paffage ; and 
thinking it better policy to atcack than be at- 
tacked, gathered what force he could, and 
marched out to give them battle. They met 
near a place called Jahaz, when a defperate 
engagement enfued, in which the Amorites 
were totally defeated, and the whole body put 
to the fword. The Mraelites purfuing their 





q The learned Bochart takes thefe ferpents to have been 
of that kind which is called Aydrus or cherfydrus, whofe bite 
dries up the fkin, and occafions a violent heat ; whence the 
Hebrews call them fery. ‘The fame author fhews, that 
fome fpecies of them were flying ferpents, of which the pro- 
phet Ifaiah fpeaks, chap xiv, 29. and-xxx. ‘6, and that with 
fuch Arabia is faid to be particularly infefted. Accordingly, 
Herodotus tells us, that he had feen thefe winged, or flying 
ferpents in Egypt, and that there were fuch prodigious num- 
bers of them in Arabia, that if they were to increafe ac- 
cording to the ordinary courfe of nature, the country would 
not be habitable. The authors of the Univerfal Hiftory tell 
us, that after they have coupled together, the female never. 
fails to kill the male, and that the young ones kill her as 
foon as they are hatched. : 

’ * The word which we render a pole properly fignifies a 


banner or enfign, erected with an intention that the people 


might gather unto it. Tfaiah v. 26. xlix. 22. a 

+ The healing virtue which accompanied the looking on 
this image was derived from God alone; who was pleafed 
in this manner to difplay his power, to make the Ifraelites 
fenfible that thofe ferpents: were fent by him, and that they 
had no reafon to fear any evil whatfoever, provided they 
made God their friend, whofe power could provide a remedy 
in all emergencies. Molt interpreters obferve a rémarkable 
fimilitude between the virtue of this brazen ferpent, ereéted 
on a pole, and that of Chrift’sdeath; arid the fame is taken 
notice of by our blefied Saviour himfelf; 4s Mofes lifted up 
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conquefts made themfelves mafters of the rhoft 
contiderabie places belonging to the Amorites; 
particularly Hefhbon {; which, with the villages 
about it, Sihon had before taken from the 
Moabites;. ; od. 

_ From Hefhbon the Ifraelites marched towards 
Bafhan § (taking féveral other places in their way 
belonging to the Amorites, particularly a large 
city called Jaazer) where the giant Og], ano- 
ther king of the Amorites, refided, and- who, on 
the approach of the Ifraelites; drew out his 
gigantic troops in order to give them battle. 
Fearful left the Ifraelites fhould be difcouraged 
at the fight of this formidable army, Mofes, by 
the command of God, bade them be of good 
{pirits, and not entertain the leaft apprehenfions 
of danger, for that God woilld deliver them into 
their hands, and they fhould make as eafy a 
conqueft over them as they had done over king 
Sihon. 

Animated at this intelligence the Ifraelites 
marched with all expedition againft the Amo- 
rites, whom they attacked with fuch fuccefs as 
to obtain a compleat victory, and not only the 
whole of the people, but likewife king Og and 
his fons, were put to the fword. ‘They then 
feized on the principal parts of the country, and 
utterly deftroyed the inhabitants, referving only 
the cattle, and fpoil of the cities, as they had 
done before in the cafe of Sihon. 

Encouraged by thefe fucceffes, the Iraelites 
marched to the plains of Moab, and encamped 
on the bank of the river Jordan, nearly op- 
pofite to Jericho. The approach of thefe vic- 
torious ftrangers ftruck a terror among the peo- 
ple wherever they went, and the fame of their 
late fuccefs againft the Amorites threw Balak the 
king of Moab, and all. his people, into the 
moft dreadful confternation. 

Balak, knowing himfelf too weak to engage 
the mighty force of Ifrael himfelf, formed a 
{trong alliance with his neighbours the Midia- 
nites, and a confultation was held between the 
heads of each, what fteps fhould be taken to 

avoid 








the ferpent in the wildernefi, even fo muft the fon of man be 
lifted up: That whofoever believeth in him fhould not perifh, 
but have eer ‘fe, John iii. 14, 16.—This brazen 
fefpent remained among the Jews upwards of 700 years, till 
the time of Hezekiah, king of Judah, who, finding it be-~ 
come an object of idolatry, ordered it to be taken down and 
totally deftroyed. 

t Hethbon was fituated about twenty miles to the eaft of 
the river Jordan. It was the capital city of the Amorites, 
and the feat of their king Sihon, which is thought to have 
been the name common to all the kings of the Amorites, as 
Pharaoh was to the kings of Egypt. 

§ Bafhan was a famous mountain lying more northerly 
than the country of Sihon, and belonging alfo to the Amo- 
rites. It is celebrated in Scripture for its rich pafture, excel- 
lent breed of cattle, and ftately oaks. See Deut. xxxii. ide 
Pfal. xxii. 12. Ezek. xxvii. 6. It gave name to the whole 
country where Og reigned, and which was called by the - 
Scythians Bethana, and by the Greeks Batanea. 

i. Og and Sihon were two conjunttive princes whom the 
Amorites had chofen to condué their armies again the I 


_raelites. Og was of the remnant of the giants, or Rephaim, 


who were.a mighty people in this part of the country. Jofhua 
xii. 4. Some judgment may be formed of the flature of this 
gigantic prince from the fize of his bed, which, being made 


: Of iron for ftrength, was nine cubits in length, and four cu- 


bits in breadth : that is, Englith meafure, thirteen feet and 
a half long, and fix feet broad. Sce Deut. iii. 11. 
Bb 
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avoid the common danger, and to fecure them- 
felves againft thefe bold invaders. 

The refult of this confultation was, that mef- 
fengers fhould be fent to Baalam, a noted 
magician, who lived at Pethor, a city of Me- 
fopotamia, to invite him by bribes, to come 
to Moab, and, by curfing the Ifraelites, prevent 
their proving fuccefsful in that part of the 
country. In confequence of this determination 
a fele€&t number of the principal people both 
of Moab and Midian, were difpatched to’ Ba- 
laam with many valuable prefents, and with 
orders that they fhould, if poffible, bring him 
with them te Moab, that, by his enchantments 
and curfes, he might deftroy the power of the 
Ifraelites and thereby fecure then from every 
kind of danger. 

As foon as thefe deputies arrived at Pethor, 
they delivered their meffage to Balaam, who 
defired them to tarry with him that night, for 
that he could not give them any anfwer till 
he had confulted the Lord. The Almighty, 
knowing the fecrets of Balaam’s heart, afked, 
what men they were that were with him. To 
which he replied, ‘They are fome whom the 
“ king of Moab hath fent to me, to let me know 
that there is a people come out of Egypt 
“ which cover the face of the earth; and to 
“ defire me to come to hin, and curfe them, 
in hopes that he then may be able to over- 
come them, and drive them away.” To this 
«© God made anfwer, Thou fhalt not go with them, 
‘¢ thou fhalt not curfe the people: for they are bleffed.” 

Not daring to difobey the Divine command, 
Balaam arofe early in the morning, and going 
to the deputies difmiffed them, faying, “ Be 
“© gone to your own country, for the Lord refu- 
“© feth to give me leave to go with you.” 

The deputies, on their return to Moab, mifre- 
prefented Balaam’s anfwer to the king; 
inftead of telling him, that God had refufed 
to let him come, they told him that Balaam him- 
felf had refufed to come. In confequence of 
this Balak, fuggefting that either the number and 
quality of his meffengers did not anfwer Balaam’s 
ambition, or the value of the prefents his covet- 
oufnefs, refolved, if poffible, to remove this 
obftacle by gratifying both. He accordingly 
difpatched the chiefs of his nobility to Balaam, 
fending by them much more confiderable prefents 
than before, and at the fame time this meflage : 
«© Let nothing, faid he, hinder thee from coming 
“ to me; for I will promote thee to very great 
*¢ honour, and give thee whatfoever thou fhale 
“¢ afk, if thou wilt but come and curte this 
« people.” 

Balaam, being naturally of a very avaricious 
difpofition, accepted the prefents from the de- 
puties, but evaded complying with their requetft, 
by affuring them that he durft not, on any ac- 
count whatever, counteract the Divine will. 
However, in order to amufe and flatter them 
with expectations, he defired them to tarry a 
little, while he made farther enquiries of the 
Lord, and if he thought proper to admit his 
going he would readily attend them. _ 

The Almighty had at firft given Balaam a 
pofitive anfwer, and it was certainly the higheft 
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* The word Baal fignifies Jord, and was the name of fe- 
z 


for, | 


-veral idols, both male and female. 
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difobedience and prefuniption to attempt the 
reverfing it by a farther application. However,. 
blinded by covetoufnefs and ambition,. he again. 
addreffed himfelf to God, who, (provoked at his 
obftinacy and prefumption) was pleafed to give. 
him this anfwer: Jf the men, faid he, come to call 
thee, rife up, and go with them; but yet the werd 
which I fhall fay unto thee, that fha!t thou do. 
With this periniffion Balaaim arofe’ in the 
morning, and, faddling his dfs, fet forward with. 
the meffengers on’ their journey to Moab. On 
the road he was met by an angel, with a drawn 
{word in his hand, whom, though he perceived 
not, his afs plaihly faw, and, being ftartled, turned 
afide in order to avoid him. With fome diffi- 
culty Balaam bear his afs into the road again; 
foon after which the angel placed himfelf in a 
narrow paffage between two walls which enclofed 
a vineyard. The afs, who was equally ftartled ag 
before, not knowing how to avoid the argel, ran 
againft one of the walls, and crufhed Balaam’s 
foot ; upon which he was fo provoked that he 
beat him with great feverity. At length the 
angel removed, and fixed himfelf in a place fo 
very narrow that there was no poffibility of paffing 
him; upon which the afs mate a full ftop, and 
fell beneath his rider. This enraged Balaain ftilf 
more; and as he was beating the poor animal in 
the moft unmerciful manner, God was pleafed to 
give the afs the faculty of fpeech, who expoftu- 
lated with his mafter on his: fevere treatmént im 
words to this effet: ‘“* What, faid he, have I 
«« done to thee, that thou fhouldeft beat me thefe 
“ three times?” Becaufe, faid Balaam, thou 
“ haft deferved it in mocking me: had I] a fword. 
“in my hand I would kill thee.” The afs re- 
plied, «Am I not thine afs, upon which thou 
« haft been accuftomed to ride ever fince I waa 


 “ thine; did I ever ferve thee fo before ?” 


While Balaam was thus converfing with his 
afs, God was pleafed to open his eyes, and tet him 


| fee the angel ftanding in the way with a naked 


fword in his hand. ‘errifiect at fo unexpected 2 
fight, Balaam fell on his fate; acknowledged hig 
offence, afked pardon for it; and offered, if his 
journey was difpleafing to God, immediately ro 
return, 

That his journey was difpleafing to the Al- 
mighty he certainly could not be ignorant, be- 
caufe, in his firft addrefs, God had expreéfsly in- 
terdicted his going. He was pleafed, however; 
to fuffer him to proceed, that fome kind of advan- 
tage might be raifed out of this man’s wickednefs, 
and to make him, who was hired to curfe, the’ 
inftrument of pronouncing a bleffing on his 
people. 

When Balak heard that Balaam was on the 
road, he went himfelf to receive him on the con-~ 
fines of his dominions. As foon as Balak faw 
him he, in a friendly manner, blamed him for 
not coming at his firft fending; which Balasm 
excufed on account of the reftraint that had been 
laid upon him by the Almighty. Balak then. 
conducted him to his capital, where he that day 
publickly entertained him in the moft fumptuous 
mtanner; and the next morhihg conduéted hiin 
te the high places cenfecrated to the idol Baal*, 

from 
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The jdol of the Mo- 
abites 
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view of the camp of the Ifpaelites. ©) wiiig.j2 21. 
- After being here fome fiinre time, Balsasri Br- 
dered feven glears t6 be eteéted, and. feven oxen, 
together with the like nymber- of ramisy to: Be 
prepared for factifice. 
an ox and a ramon each altar, left Balak to 
ftand by the facrifices, whilft himfelf wichdréw. 
at fome diftance to confult the Lord: .: Om his: 
return, he addreffed the king, ih the preftnté/of 
the whole company, in words td. this effdé::: 
«* Thou h 
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come from out of the mbuntaihs of the eaft 


‘¢ to cutfe the family of Jacob, and bid de- | 
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fiance to Ifrael; But how hall I curfe thofe 
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tector, and from the hills I behold him. . Be- 
hold, this people fhall be feparated.to God, 
and diftinguifhed from all other people in 
religion, laws ahd courfe of life: they fhalt 
not be reckoned among the nations.” He 
then fet forth the great pofperity and increafe of 
the Iraelites, and concluded by withing that his 
Jot, both in life and in death, might. be like unto 
theirs. Let me die, faid he, the death cf tae righ- 
teous, and let my laft end be like bis. 

Balak, alarmed, as well as incenfed, at thefe 
words, which were quite contrary to what he had 
expected, paffionately faid to Balaam, ‘‘ What 
«* haft thou done? I fent for thee to curfe imine 
“* enemies, but, inftead thereof, thou haft blefféd 
** them.” Balaam excufed himfelf by. urging 
the neceffity of his inftructions, from which, he 
faid, it was not in his power at that time to make 
the leaft deviation. | Bos A ah time! Seeds, 

Not difcouraged at this rebuff Balak, thinking 
that a change of place might produce a change 
of fortune, or better fuccefs, conducted Balaam 
to the top of Mount Pifgah, in order to try 
whether, from thence, he could fulfil bis wifhes, 
by curfing the Ifraelites. 

Balaam, willing to pleafe thé king, had feven 
other altars erected here, and a bullock and ram 
offered on each. Ass foon as the. facrifices were 
ready he withdrew, as before, to confult the Lord, 
from whom he received frefh inftructicns. On 
his return to Balak and his attendants, the king, 
big with expectation of the refult, afked what 
the Lord had fpoken. Balaam, with the moft 
ferious countenance, and folemn tone of voice, 
anfwered as follows: ‘* Confider, faid he, O 
«* Balak, thou fon of Zippor, Confider, that God, 
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me to curfe them, is not like a man that he 
fhould renounce his promife, or repent of what 
he does. Hath he promifed, and fhall he not 
* peform? Or hath he fpoken, and fhall he 
“* not make it good? Behold, I have received 
“© commiffion to blefs, an& he hath bleffed, and 
“* T cannot reverfe ic. He does not approve 
‘© of afflictions, or outrages againft the pofte- 
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Jethro, the father-in-law of Mofes, is called in Exod. iii. 1. 
abites was named Chemo/>, and, like thofe of other nations, 
was worfhipped in high places, which were generally planted’ 
with groves. It was thought neceflary, in all folemn im- 
precations, to have the pertons devoted prefent to the view 


Balaam, having: offered {| “ vail againft- Jacob; nor ahf divination againft 


-caufed me, O king, ‘faid- he, to } 


whom God hath not curfed?:.and how fhalk: I: | 
defy thofe. wham. the Lord hath not defied’? | 
From the top of the rocks I fee their pro- [ 








who hath already bleffed Ifrael, and forbidden 


. © totally deftroyed, 


rity of Jacob, nor of vexation or trouble } 
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from whence he mighs take an advantageous. (| 


 apainft the poftérity of Ifrdel. The Lord his 
‘© God is with him,.and the ftiout of a king 
© is in. him: .Géd hath brought thern our of 
‘© Egypt! he‘ haths a8 it were, the ftrength of 
an unicorn... :‘Sutely no enchantment can pres 


* Ifracl. So that; confidering what God will 
work this. time. for. the deliverance of his 


| “ péople, all. the world fhalt wonder and fay; 


«What hath’ God..wrought? Who hath plit 
* his. peoplt out of the reach of frdud of farce; 
“ abd turhed the inténded curfe intd a bleffing ? 
“ And to fhew. their future ftrength and fuccefs; 
the people fhall rife up asa great lion, and 
lift. themfelves wp as 4 young lion. They 
| thal not lie down. until they eat of thé prey; 
and drink of the blood of the flain.” 
Balak was {a mortified at this fpeech that, in 


a 
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| the height of his paffion, he fortiade Balaam 
N either to bléfs or curfe; but, after his indig- 


nation. was. fomewhat abated, he changéd his 


|} mind, and defiréd him ‘to make a farther trial 


at another place. Accordingly, Balaam was 
conducted to thé top of Mount Peor, where 
frefh altars were raiféd; and frefh facrifices of- 
fered; but all to no purpofe. Balaam well knew 
the pofitive will of God, in this cafe, was, to 
biefs, and not to curfe. He did nor, therefore, 
as before, fetire for farther inftructions, but, 
cafting bis eyés on the tents of the Iftaelites, 
thus efclatmed, How good are thy tents; O Sacob, 
Gnd thy tabernacles, O Ifrael!. He then, in proper 
and fignificant metaphors, foretold their extent, 
fertility and ftrength, and that. “ thofe that 
“© blefféd them fhould be bleffed, and thofe that 
“© curfed them fhould be curfed.” 

_ Balak, enraged to hear Balaam, whom he had 
fent for to curfe the Ifraelites, thus three times 
fucceffively blefé thétn, could no longer contain 
himfelf, but clafping his hands together, bade 
him hafte and be gone, fince, by his folly, he had 
both abufed-God, and defrauded himfelf. « I 


“ thought, faid he, to have promoted thee to 
*€ great honour, if thou. had 


anfwered my de- 
** .fign in curfing Ifrael; bute the Lord hath 


“ hindered thy preferment.” 


Balaam, in excufe, madé ufé of the fame argu- 


| ments he had done before, namely, that he could 


not run counter to the Divine commands, but 
muft fpeak what the Lord had put into his 
mouth. He then, -in expectation of obtaining 
fome reward from the king, notwithftanding he 
had not anfwered the purpofes for which he was 
fent, offered to advertife him of what the Ifrae- 
lites would do to his people in fubfequent ages; 
which being accepted by Balak, he prophefied as 
follows: ‘© That a itar fhould come forth from 
«* Jacob, and a rod from Ifrael; that ic fhould 
** fmite the chiefs of Moab, and deftroy the 
** children of Seth; that Edom fhould fall under 
*€ its power; that the Amalekites fhould be 

} and the Kenites + made 
* captives.” 


Having 





of him who pronounced the anathema: for which reafon 


Balak conducted Halaath to thefe high places, that he might 

have a full view of the camp of Ifrael. 
+ Various are the opinions of commentators who thefe 
Kenites were; but the moft probable opinion of them is this, 
the 


ic0 


Having faid this Balaam left the king, but 
without receiving any reward, as he had- ex~ 
pected, for his predictions. - Vexed at: this dif? 
appointment, and confidering the Ifraclites as the 
occafion of it, he determined to wreak his ven- 
geance onthem. He knew that their profperity 
depended on their ftrict obfervance of the Divine 
laws, and that there was no way to bring a curfe 
on them, but by feducing them from their duty. 
To accomplifh, therefore, his wicked defign, he 
advifed both the Moabites and Midianites to 
fend their daughters into the camp of the Ifra~ 
elites, that they might firft entice the people 
into lewdneis, and then into idolatry ; by doing 


of which they would infallibly be deprived of 


that divine affiftance that had hitherto 
tected them f. 

This wicked ftratagem being highly approved 
of by the Moabites and Midianites, was imme- 
diately put into execution, and in fome meafure 


pro- 


attended with the wifhed for fuccefs. . Many of 


the Hraelites were deluded by thefe ftrange 
women, not only to commit whoredom with 
them, but alfo idolatry, by affifting at their fa- 
crifices, and worfhipping their gods, even their 
god Baal-peor §. 

Thefe offences were highly difpleafing to God, 
who, as apunifhment on the people, commanded 
Mofes to take the chiefs of thofe.who-had wor- 
fhipped Baal-peor, and hang them up in the 
fight of the people, without paying refpe& either 
to friendfhip or kindred. This was accordingly 
done, and the number that fuffered were about 
one thoufand. But the Divine juftice did. not 


ftop here, for thofe who had committed whore-- 
dom were vifited witha dreadful plague, which, 





the pricft of Midian; and in Judges i. 16. the Kenite. From 


whence we may infer, that the Midianites and Kenites were 


fome of the tribes of Midian. 
t Jofephus, after mentioning the particulars that took 
place between Balaam and Balak, from his arrival at Moab, 
to his departure, tells us, that when he had got to the river 
Euphrates he bethought himfelf of this projet, and havin 
‘fent for Balak, andthe princes of Midian, he thus addreffed 
them: <‘* To the end, fays he, that king Balak, and'you 
‘© the princes of Midian, may know the great defire I have 
‘* to pleafe you, I have thoughtof an expedient, that may, 
“© perhaps, prove ferviceable. Never flatter yourfelves that 
“« the Hebrews are to be deftroyed by wars, peftilence, fa- 
“< mine, or any other of thofe common calamities ; for they 
*« are fo fecure under God’s fpecial Providence, that they 
‘* are never totally to be extinguifhed by any of thefe de- 
“* populating judgments: But, if any fmall and temporary 
‘* advantage againft them will give you any fatisfaction, 
hearken to my advice. Send into their camp a number 
of the moft beautiful women you can feleét; and, to im- 
“ prove nature, drefs them up with all the ornaments of art, 
<< and dire& them in what manner to behave themfelves up- 
“© on all occafions of courthhip and amour. If the young 
«© men fhall make love, and proceed to any importunities, 
let them threaten immediately to be gone, unlefs they 
will a€tually renounce the laws of their country, and the 
honour of that God who prefcribed them, and finally en- 
gage them{elves to worfhip after the manner of the Mi- 
dianites and Moabites. This, fays he, will provoke 
“* God, and draw down vengeance on their heads ” 

§ This idol is f{uppofed to have been like that called Pri- 
apus, the idol of ‘Turpitude among the Greeks and Romans; 
and that the worfhip of it confifted in the. moft grofs obfce- 
nity and impurity. With refpect to its name, it is probable, 
that Peor was a mountain in the country of Moab, and that 
on it food the temple of Baal; from whence the idol was 
called Baal-peor. 

| There is no doubt but that Mofes, in this number, in- 
cludes the thoufand chiefs who were hanged for their idolatry. 
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in..a fhort time, catried off no lefs than twenty- 


. four thoufand perfons }. - - hope at 
-.Dhefe- vere: punifhments opened the eyes of 
_the finful Hiaelites, who affembled at the door: 


of the tabernacle; and, with the moft expref— 
five fenfe of affliction, bewailed their folly and 
wickednefs, in fuffering themfelves to have been 
deluded by a ftrange people, who were their 


: martal enemies. 


. ‘While the whole congregation were -thus fitu- 
ated at the door of the tabernacle, they were 
furprized with an inftance ‘of the -méft’ unpa-’ 
relled boldnefs and depravity in one of the chiefs 
of the tribe of Simeon, named Zimri*, who 
in the fight of Mofes, and all the people, brought 
with him a young Midianitifh princefs,. named 
Cozbi, into the camp, and, with all the actions of 
gallantry, conducted her tohistent. . 1 : 

This impious as well as infolent behaviour 
particularly engaged the attention of Phineas, 
the fon of Eleazar the high-prieft, who, fired 


| with a juft indignation, fuddenly arofe, and ta- 
| king a javelin in his hand, ran to Zimri’s tent, 


where, finding them in the moft indecent fitua- 

tion, he put a period to their lives, by running 

on both through the body at the fame in- 
ant. 

After this zealous at of Phineas the plague, 
which God had fent among the people for their 
lewdnefs and impiety, ceafed. And Phineas not 
only received. the higheft commendation for his 
conduct among the people, but alfo from God, 
who was pleafed to appoint a perpetual fettle- 
ment of the priefthood on him and his pofte- 
rity.—Thus, as St. Ambrofe fays, were the Jews 

more 


This is a very natural fuppofition, and eafily reconciles the 
paffage here with that mentioned by St. Paul (1 Cor. x. 8.) 
whzre he only rates the number at 23000. The apoftle, 
therefore, it is plainly evident, only takes notice of thofe 
wae a by the peftilence, and excludes thofe who were 
anged, 
_ ™ Jjofephus tells us, that when Mofes found this defection 
in the people, he affembled them together, and, in very fe- 
vere terms, admonifhed them for their condu&. Zimri, 
who was naturally of a haughty and tenacious difpofition, 
thinking himfelf particularly pointed at, addreffed Mofes as 
follows: ‘* You are at liberty, (fays he) to ufe your own 
** laws: they have been a long time in exercife, and cuftom 
‘© js all that can be faid for their ftrength or credit. Were 
‘© it not for this you would, to your colt, have found, long 
“© fince, that the Hebrews are not to be impofed upon; and 
‘€ T myfelf am one of the number that never will truckle to 
‘* your tyrannical oppreffion. For what’s your bufinefs all 
** this while, but, under a bare pretext, and talk of laws 
‘* and God, to bar us not only from the exercife but the 
‘© very defire of liberty? What are we the better for coming 
** out of Egypt, if it be only to exchange for a more grie- 
vous bondage under Mofes ? You are to make here what 
laws you pleafe, and we to abide by the penalties of them; 
“< when, at the fame time, ’tis you only that deferve to be 
punifhed for abolifhing fuch cuftoms as are authorized by 
** the common confent of nations, and fetting up your own 
‘* will and fancy againft general practice and reafon. For 
** my own part, what I have done, Itake to be well done, 
*« and fhall make no difficulty to confefs and juftify it. T 
‘« have, itis true, married a ftrange woman. I fpeak this 
with the liberty of an honeft man, and I care not who 
‘* knows it. [never meant to make a fecret of it, and you 
«< ‘need look no farther for an informer. I do acknowledge, 
“* too, that T have changed my way of worfhip, and reckon 
** it very reafonable fora man .to examine all things that 
‘ would find out the truth, without being ticd up (as if it 
were in a'defpotic govern'ment) to the opinion and hu- 
** mour of one fingle man.” 
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more miraculofly delivered by one true priett, - 


than they had before been corrupted by one falfe 


‘prophet ; and the zeal and piety of the one was. 


of greater force than the avarice or artifices of 
the other. We here find that the people of God 
are happy when they have perfons amongift them 
who, by a wife zeal, oppofe the defigns of thofe 
who would corrupt them. ‘There will be always 
Balaams in the church, that is, tae prophets, 
who feek their own worldly interefts, and not 
thote of Jefus Chrift. Wherefore- it is greatly 
. to be wifhed that the church may not want fuch 
as Phineas, who was fenfible of the leaft injury 
that threatened it,” and who aimed at nothing 
but the Glory of God, and the falvation of his 
people. 2 
The diforders among the Ifraelites being 
thoroughly quelled, and the offenders punifhed, 
Mofes, by the direction of God, proceeded to 
take vengeance on the Midianites, who, by their 


conduét, had been the authors of the late cala-- 


mities among the people. He ordered a detach- 
ment to be made out of 12000 choice men, a 
thoufand out of each tribe, whom he fent againft 
the Midianites. Among them was the zealous 
Phineas, who took with him the ark, together 
with the facred trumpets, the latter of which 
were to be blown, during the time of action, to 
animate the people. 

The army of the Ifraelites was but finall com- 
pared with the great numbers they had to oppofe; 
but God, who put them on the expedition, was 
pleafed to crown their attempts with fuch fuccefs, 
that conqueft took place wherever they went. 


They vanquifhed five kings, whom, with their | 
men, they put all to the fword.. Among the 


flain was the wicked prophet Balaam t, who, 
though he had before efcaped, the fword of the 
angel, could not now avoid the common dan- 
ger, but fell a victim to his own bafenefs, 

In every city where the Ifraelites made a con- 
queft, they deftroyed not only the fortified 
places but likewife all the buildings, took all 
.the women and children prifoners, and feized on 
their cattle, flocks and goods. 

The Ifraelites, having thus vanquifhed their 
enemies, and loaded themfelves with the fpoils 
of conqueft, returned in triumph to the camp, 
where they were met by Mofes, Eleazar the 





+ It is evident, from this circumftance, that if Balaam 
did return to his own country when he left Balak, he did 
not continue long there; but it is much more probable that 
he never did return, but dwelt with the princes of Midian, 
in order to give them counfel, 

t The whole army were'to ftay without the camp feven 
days ; and fuchof them ashad ftained their hands in blood, 
or touched a dead body, were to purify themfelves by the wa- 
ter of fepasation. For though it was Jawful to kill men 
in a juft war; yet becaufe of the common affinity which 
fubfifts between all ‘mankind, and to preferve fentiments 
of humanity, it was thought fit and decent to oblige all 
who had fhed- blood, as well as thofe who had: touched 
the flain, to undergo a purification, before they were ad- 
mitted to free converfation and public worfhip. It appears 
to have been a very antient cuftom amongtt moft nations, to 
appoint certain purifications in all fuch’ cafes, in order, no 
doubt, to infpire an uncommon dread and horror of blood- 
thed. On thefe occafions it was ufual, particularly, to wath 
their hands in TS the purification of the defilement. 
Thus Homer makes Hector declare himfelf unfit for per- 
forming any offices of Divine worthip before he was pu- 
rified : ; ; 
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high-prieft, ‘and all the elders of the different 
tribes, who congratulated them on the occafion, 
and the people teftified their Joy by the loudeft 
acclamations. ; . 

But when Mofes faw the women captives, re- 
membring what damage they had done by al- 
luring the Ifraelites into idolatry, he thought it 
unfafe that their lives fhould be fpared. He 
therefore ordered that all thofe who had ever 
known mah, together with all the male chil- 
dren, fhould be put to the fword, and none but 
virgins be faved alive. Thefe orders were ac- 
cordingly executed, and (asa proof of the im- 
portance of the victory) the number of virgin- 
captives amounted to two and thirty thoufand. 

After this Mofes gave orders that the con- 
querors fhould abide feven days without the 
camp, and that both the foldiers and fpoils fhould 
pafs through the ceremonies of a legal purifica- 
tion f. , 

When the time of purification was expired, 
Mofes, by the command of God, took an account 
of the whole booty that had been taken from the 
Midianites. This he divided into two equal 

arts, one of which he gave to the foldiers who 

ad taken it, and the other half to the reft of the 
people who ftayed at home. Out of the divifion 
given to the foldiers he ordered a five hundredth 
part to be paid as a tribute to Fleazar the high- 
prieft, as an heave-offering to the Lord; and out 
of the other part allotted to the people, a fiftieth, 
both of perfons and beafts, to be given to the 
Levites. 

The plunder of cattle and flocks confifted of 
670,500 fheep, 72,000 oxen, and 61,000 affes, 
befides a great quantity of rich goods and orna- 
ments. And, what makes the victory ftill more 
miraculous is, that not one man among the If- 
raelites was flain in the battle, as appeared from 
the report afterwards made on a general mufter 
of the whole that went out to war. 

The officers of the army were fenfible that, in 
faving the Midianitifh women, they had com- 
mitted a great tranfgreffion. They therefore 
prefented a prodigious quantity of jewels, and 
other rich fpoils, both as an expiatory offering 
to atone for their. offence, and in gratitude to 
God’s goodnefs for having giving them fo great 
and fignal a victory. 

The 


rt tn ery 


Ill fits it me, with human gore dittain’d, 
To the pure fkies thefe horrid hands to raife, 
Or offer heav’n’s great fire polluted praife. 
Pore, Wiad vi. 


And Virgil makes Eneas fay the fame thing : 


Thefe- hands, yet horrid with the ftains of war, 
. Refrain their touch unhallow’d, till the day 
When the pure ftream hall wafh their guile away. 
Pirvr, En. it, 


It was upon this account that the #an-flayer, who had in- 
voluntarily fhed blood, was foreed to fly his country, and 
repair to one of rhe cities of refuge, Numbers xxxv. 6. For 
the fame reafon David was not allowed to build the temple 
of God, becaufe-he had been a man of war, and bad [hed much 
blood. 4 Chron. xxviii. 4. For though it be lawful (fays 
Philo) to put our enemies to death, yet, whoever theds the 
blood of a fellow-creature, though jultly, is believed to 
have contracted fome defilement, on account of that common 
relation which is between all mankind, who have the fame 
original, y 

Cc 
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The Ifraelites were now in poffeffion of all that 
part of the country which lay on the eaft fide 
of theriver Jordan. It was a very fertile fpot, 
and dtored with good pafturage, in confequence 
of which the tribes of Reuben and Gad, toge- 
ther with the half tribe of Manaffeh, requefted 
of Mofes that they might be permitted to fettle 
there, it being particularly commodious for the 
feeding their flocks and cattle. 

Mofes, thinking this requeft arofe from their 


pufillanimity, and that they were defirous of 


continuing in a country ready gained, and 
thereby avoid giving their affiftance in farther 
conquefts, was exceeding angry, and blamed 
them for offering a propotal fo difcouraging to 
the reft of the tribes. They told him they had 
no other reafon for wifhing to continue where 
they were than what they had already advanced, 
and that though they were defirous of tettling 
there with their families, yet they wifhed not to 
decline the fatigues of war. They promifed, 
in the moft folemn manner, that a quota fhould 
go with the army into the land of Canaan, and 
contribute all the afliftance they were able in 
reducing that country which had been fo long 
promifed, and that when thefe matters were ac- 
complifhed, and not till then, would they defire 
to return to their families in the plains of Moab. 
On this reafon, and on thefe promifes, Mofes 
told them their requeft fhould be granted. 

As the Ifraelites were now in the neighbour- 
hood of Canaan, and the time very near of their 
entering that country to take poffeffion of ir, 
Mofes called a general affembly of the people, 
to whom he enumerated the feveral {tations and 
removes they had made from the time of their 
leaving the land of Gofhen in Egypt, till their 
arrival in the plains of Moab. He then, by the 
direction of God, pointed out the limits of what 
they were to conquer, and appointed the diftri- 
bution of the whole among the different tribes 
to be by lot, affigning the chief management of 
it to Eleazar the high-prieft, and Jofhua, the 
general of his army. 

In the divifion of the country Mofes affigned 
forty-eight citics, together with their fuburbs, to 
be inhabited by the Levites, and withal ordered, 
that fix of them fhould be made ciszes of refuee, 
whither the zaocent manflayer, who had killed 
his neighbour by chance, might betake himfelf, 
and where he fhould remain in fafety till the 
death of the high-prieft, when She was at full 
liberty to go where he pleated with equal jafety 
as when in the city of refuge. At the fame time 
Mofes made all proper provifion that the si/fu/ 
murderer fhould certainly be put to death. Bur 
in this, and all other capital cafes, he made it a 
Jaw that none fhould be convicted upon the evi- 
dence of any fingle perfon. A law was likewife 
made, that every daughter who fhould poffets an 
inheritance in any tribe of the children of Irael 
fhould be married to one of the tribes of his 
father, that fo the Hraelites might every one 
enjoy the inheritance of his father ; and the in- 
heritance not to be transferred to another tribe, 
This was grounded on. a law made before, which 
empowered daughters to inlierit land where the 
‘heirs male fhould be deficient ; and was the cafe 


‘of the daughters of Zelophehad; (a defcendant | 


of Manaffeh the fon of Joteph) who, by this 
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additional law, were required to marry within the 


family of their father’s tribe. oo : 

The forty yeats travels of the Ifraelites being 
now nearly expired, Mofes, confidering that che 
then generation were either fprung up fice the 
law was given at Mount Sinai, of tuo young to 
remember and underftand it, thought proper to 
repeat the whole to them, that they might not 
be deficient in performing thofe duties fo reli- 
gioufly enjoined. Accordingly, on the firft day 
of the eleventh month, and in the fortieth year 
from their depatture out of Egypt (being then 
encamped on the plains of Moab, by the banks 
of the river Jordan) Moles called all the people 
together, to whom he briefly related aH that had 
betallen their fathers fince the time of their 
leaving Kgypt; the gracious dealings of God 
with them; their continual murmurings and re- 
bellions againft him ; and the many fevere judg- 
ments that followed thereupon, even to his own 
exclufion from the promifed land. He - then 
gave them a fummary of all the laws which the 
Divine goodnets had calculated for their happi- 
nefs ; and, after repeating the Decalogue almoft 
word for word, he reminded them of the folemn” 
and dreadful manner in which it was delivered 
from Mount Sinai, and of the manifold obliga-~ 
tions they lay under to a ftrict obfervance of it. 
Ee encouraged them to be faithful to God, by 
affuring them that, if they kept his command- 
ments, they fhould not fail of having innume- 
rable bleffings heaped on them’; but at the fame 
time he threatened them with all manner of 
calamities if they departed’ from them. He 
then, in the name of the Lord, renewed the cove- 
nant which their fathers had made with God at 
Mount Horeb ; commanded them to proclaim, 
on the mountains of Gerizim arid Ebal, beyond 
Jordan, bleflings on fuch as obferved the Cove- 
nant, and curfes on thofe who breke it: and to 
erect an altar there, on which fhould be written, 
in legible charatters, the terms and conditions of 
the Covenant. 

Thefe, and feveral other Directions relative to 
their future conduét in the land of Canaan, did 
Mofes not only deliver to the people by word of 
mouth, but likewife ordered them to be writren 
in a book, which he committed to the care and 
cuftody of the Levites, who, by God's appoint- 
ment laid it up on the fide of the ark, there to 
remain a witneis againft the people fhould they 
afterwards rebel. 

Such was the care and concern of Mofes for 
the future welfare of the people: and that they 
might never want a proper fund of devotion, he 
compoled a fong, or poem which he not only 
repeated to them, but likewife gave orders thar 
they fhould all learn by heart. In this fong he 
expreffed, in a very elegant manner, the mahy 
benefits which God had beftowed on his people 5 
their ingratitude and forgetfulnefs of him, the 
punifhment wherewith he had afflicted them; and 
the thréats of greater judgments, if they pérfifted 
in provoking him by a repetition of their follies. 
— The whole of this beautiful fong-rens-from the 
firft verfe of the xxxii chap. of Deur: to the xi#ii. 

‘The time was now near at hand when a'pericd 
was to be put to Moles’s earthly perigrinations: 
The Almighty had before told him, that he 
fhould not conduct the people into the proritiféd 

land 
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land becaufe of his error at the waters of Meri- 
bah: he therefore now commanded him to go 
up to the mountains of Abarim §, and there take 
a view of -the land of Canaan, which he had 
promifed to his fore-father’s Abraharh, Ifaac, 
and Jacob; and farther told him, that after he 
had fo done, he fhould die there, as his brother 
Aaron had done on Mount Hor. 

Mofes humbly fubmitted to the will of the 
Almighty, and, as a neceffary preparation to the 
execution of this laft command, took a folemn 
farewel ( of the people, beftowing a prophetic 
bleffing on each tribe, in like manner as Jacob 
had done a fhort time previous to his death. 

The Almighty had before appointed Jofhua to 
fucceed Mofes in his commiffion ; and to prevent 
any difputes after his death, Mofes firft laid his 
own hands upon Jafhua, and then prefented 
him to Eleazar the high-prieft, who, in a folemn 
form of admiffion, and in the prefence of all the 
people, accepted him as leader and general of 
the Ifraelites; after which Motes gave Jofhua 
fome inftructions relative to his office, and one 
more efpecially which concerned his confulting 
God, by way of Urim and Thummim, on mat- 
ters of emergency. 

Having adjufted thefe matters, Mofes, in con- 
formity to the Divine command, retired to Pif- 

ah, the moft elevated fituation on Mount 
Nebo, dire&tly oppofite to Jericho, from whence 
he might take a full view of the country, which 
God had promifed to Abraham's pofterity. At 
this time he was an hundred and twenty years 
of age, notwithftanding which his natural {trength 
and vigour were not abated, nor had his eye 
fight in the leaft failed him. He was, therefore, 
able to furvey the beaureous profpect which 
the delightful plains of Jerichc, and the fair 
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§ Thefe mountains were fituated in the country of the 
Moabites, between the two rivers Arnon and Jordan, and 
commanded a moft extenfive profpeét of the land of Canaan. 
One part of thefe mountains was diftinguifhed by the name 
of Nebo, as appears from Deut. xxxii. 49. but if we com- 
pare this with Deut. xxxiv. 1. we fhall find that Nebo and 
Pifgah were one and the fame mountain. If, therefore, there 
was any diltin€tion between the names it was probably this, 
that the top of the mountain was more peculiarly called Pif- 
gah, which fignifies to elevate, or raije up, and, thercfore, 
may very properly denote the sof, or fummit, of any moun- 
tain. Not far from Nebo was Beth-peor, which was probably 
fo called from fome deity of that name worfhipped by the 
Moabites. 

q The words Jofephus puts into the mouth of Mofes, on 
this occafion, are as follow: ‘* Since (fays he). itis the 
«6 willof God to call me to my Fathers, and fo to order it, 
“© chat this very day is to be the laft of my life, it becomes 
‘¢ me, while yet living, and in your prefence, toreturn him 
thanks for all his cares and Providences extended to you 
and your affairs; not only in your deliverances from all 
«© manner of calamities, but in the bounty of innumerable 
‘© bleffings and benefits; and I muk likewife acknowledge 
his infinite goodnefs to myfelf, in profpering all my en- 
“« deavours for your comfort and advantage, wherein my 
«« part hath been only fubfervient to your well-being, while 
«* God himfelf was the firft mover and perfefter, of it: for 
‘¢ all which providences his holy name be praifed ; and to 
‘¢ his gracious protection, now, as a dying man, I reckon it 
‘* a duty to recommend you. I muft remind you, likewile, 
“« of the honour and veneration you owe to that Almighty 
** power, which alone, and no other, you are to worfhip and 
“© adore. And I pray ye have a care to puta true value 
‘* alfo upon the laws he hath given you, as the moft facred 
‘t and ineftimable of all his bounties. Make it the cafe. 
“« butof a common law-giver to have his ordinances tram- 
‘* pled on, and his authority defpifed, how unpardonable 
‘* an affront would this be even from one mari td ahother ? 


From the Creation, fo the Drartt of Moses. 


103 


cliffs and lofty cedars of Lebanon, afforded 
him; and havitig done this “for forné time, 
he at length gefigned his foul into the hands 
of Seraphims, who were waiting to convey it to 
a more happy Cahaan than that which he had 
been furveying. 4 

The Almighty was pleafed to pay the funeral 
honours to the remains of this great prophet 
himfelf, by burying him in a valley in nie land 
of Moab oppofite to Beth Peor, and that in fo 
fecret a manner, that the place of his interment 
was never yet difcovered. 

Thus died the illuftrious and pious Mofes, 
the moft eminent fervant of God, and the great 
conductor of his chofen people, who, as foon as 
they knew of his death, lamented the lofs of 
him with the greateft folemnity, weeping and 
mourning for him in the plains of Moab for 
thirty days |. 

As the place of his interment was not known, 
fo no public monument could be ereéted on the 
fpot to his memory ; but, that no particle of his 
greatnefs might be loft, his fucceffor Jofhua, 
(who, no doubt, was the author of the laft chap- 
ter of Deutreonomy) has there given him an ho- 
nourable epitaph, which may be thus paraphra- 
fed :—See Deut. xxxiv. 10. 11. 12. 


What prophet by the facred breath infpir'd, . 
What friend of God with holy raptures fir’d, - 
Whofe deathlefs name can equal glories fhare, 
Or with God's fervant Mofes can compare ? 
With mortal eyes th’ Invifible he faw, 
On trembling Sinai’s top receiv’d the law: 
From Egypt’s fetters ranfom’d Ifrael brought, 
And in their fight great figns and wonders 
wrought. 
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«© But who fhall ftand againft the indignation of an incenfed 
‘« God then, whois your Divine Law-giver, when he fhall 
‘* be provoked to call you to an account for the contempt of 
‘© his commandments ?” 

|| Thus far the Sacred Hiftory (the laft chapter of Deute- 
ronomy excepted) was of Mofes’s inditing, which contains 
the five firft books of the Bible, and is thence called the 
Pentateuch, All antiquity, both facred and profane, ac- 
knowledge Mofes to have been the legiflator of the Jews; 
and that whole nation had always carefully preferved his 
Books as containing their law. 

As to the truth of his hiltory, we have feveral proofs. 

1. Itis the molt antient hiftory in the world; fer whether 
Mofes was ee with Inachus the firft king of Argos, 
who lived fix hundred years before the war of Cecrops, king 
of Athens, or not, it is certain he was much older than Ho- 
mer, or Hefiod, or any profane writer. . 

2. Mofes was the only perfon that had given a plain hifto- 
rical account of the origin of the world, and whc had con- 
tinued that hiltory uniform, and without any interruption, 
to his own time. All that others have written of the fir 
ages was, as they owned themfelves, mere ignorance, dark- 
nefs and fable. , : 

. We have nothing in antient hiftory, to prove that the 
world is older than Mofes reprefents it. Fables invented for 
the poets have been exploded even by heathen authors. . 

5. His hiftory agrees with the profane hiftorians of different 
nations, and their antient names, which many of them have 
preferved. But if religion did not convince us, that the 
books of. Mofes'were written by Divine infpiration, yet rea~ 
fon ought to perfuade us, that this hiftory of Mofes is true, 
and the only one wherein we can find when the world began, 
and how long it has lafted. 

As tothe laft chapter of Deuteronomy, it was certainly 
written by Jofhua as a preparation to his own hiftory, it be- 
ing unreatonable to fuppofe that Mofes could go fo far as 
give an account of his own death. _ 
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The character of Mofes has been delineated 
y.a@ variety of infpired, as well as prophane, 
writers; all of whom acknowledge him to have 
been the moft excellent legiflator and hiftorian 
ever known. The inftances of his conduct re- 
. lated through the courfe of his hiftory fufficiently 
convince us of che truth of this affertion, and 
that he was a moft profound philofopher, a 
fkilful general, an eminent prophet, and a faith- 
ful guardian of the people. 

. Mofes, was, from his infancy, brought up in a 
court, where he received all the advantages of a 
royal education, becoming the fon and intended 
heir of a king. He was well fkilled in Egyptian 
learning, converfing at court till he was forty 
years old, at which time, being divinely infpired, 
he withdrew, and chofe rather to fuffer affliction 
with the people of God, than enjoy the pleatures 
of a courtly and finful life. Being forced to fly 
to Midian, he undertook the poor employment 
of feeding fheep, during which God appeared to 
him in a bufh, and commiffioned him to be ruler 
and leader of his people. In this charaéter he 
difplayed an admirable conduét and ceconomy, 
leading an almoft innumerable multitude of 
people through a horrid defart for forty years. 
They often difebliged him by their mutinous 
and ungrateful behaviour, yet, like a true father 
of his country, he forgave them, and always in- 
terpofed between them and their offended God, 
who, but for him, had often revenged himfelf 
upon them, and was with difficulty diffuaded 
from utterly extirpating them and their name, 
and raifing another nation to Mofes in their 
{tead. 

But if we enquire more particularly into the 
abilities and virtues of this excellent perfon, we 
fhall find him the greateft and moft honoured 
mortal that ever was born, till the fon of God 
condefcended to blefs the world in human fhape. 
He was a prophet, prince and poet. For the 
firft we have his own acknowledgment: ‘ The 
«* Lord thy God fhall raife up unto thee a pro- 
«¢ phet like unto me, from among thy brethren,” 
Deut. xviii. 15. For. the fecond, God himfelf 
invefted him with imperial power, when he gave 
him commifMfion to deliver and govern his peo- 
ple, Fxod. iil. 10. That he was a poet appears 
not only from the fong, or hymn, which he 
wrote a fhort time before his death, but alfo 
from thofe eleven pfalms afcribed to him, namely, 
from the goth to the roodth, both inclufive. 

- Befides the many perfonal favours God be- 
ftowed upon this great man, he was pleafed 
to honour him with this particular mark of 
diftinétion, that he was the moft faithful of 
his fervants, to whom he would communicate 
his will by exprefs words, Numb. xii. 7. 8. 

And, indeed, it we confider the frequent inter- 
views between God and Mofes, the conveyance 
of the law by him, and his daily converfing 
and pleading for the people in the Tabernacle, 
where. God more immediately revealed himfelf 
to him, we may juftly call him the Secretary 
of the Divine Wifdom, by whofe prayers, more 
than by Jofhua’s valour, the Amalekites were 
fubdued. 

Whoever examines into the adminiftration of 
this great man will find in it the moft refined 
polity and exact ceconomy that ever adorned the 
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character of the moft illuftrious legiflator. He 
had to manage a moft obftinate, rebellious and 
ungrateful people, whom he governed with that 
dexterity that he always brought them to a 
fenfe of their duty. But in the difcharge of this 
part of his high office, his love and care of their 
fafety more eminently appeared than all his other 
perfections, not only in that heat of zeal when 
he begged of God rather to deprive him of the 
enjoyment of the promifed land, than deny it 
to his people ; but in thofe preffing inftances and 
fervid admonitions throughout the whole Book 
of Deuteronomy, in which he calls God and 
man, heaven and earth to witnefs, that he may 
incline their hearts to a ftri€t and facred obfer- 
vance of the law of God. 

Nor was his humility the leaft embellifhment 
of his charaéter. Though the Ifraelites had 
often provoked him by their clamours, re- 
proaches and apoftacy, and fometimes even 
threatened to ftone him, unmoved he beheld 
their ingratitude, and inftead of revenging him- 
felf by threats and punifhments, humbly ad- 
dreffed himfelf to God in their behalf, to depre- 
cate the judgments they deferved. And for this 
virtue God himfelf exprefsly diftinguifhes him 
with this eulogy, that he was the meckeft man 
upon earth, 

The death of this illuftrious prophet and 
prince was as wonderful as the great tranfactions 
of his life; for, (as we have already obferved) 
God himfelf was pleafed to pay him the funeral 
honours, and to inter him with fuch privacy that 
no man ever knew where his fepulchre was. 

The commendation, which the author of Ec- 
lefiafticus gives Mofes isexpreffed in thefe words: 
** Motes, fays he, was beloved of God and men, 
«* and his memorial is bleffed. The Lord made 
«« him like to the glorious faints, and magnified 
‘© him fo, that his enemies ftood in fear of him: 
“* by his word he caufed the wonders to ceafe, 
‘« and he made him glorious in the fight of kings, 
gave him ordinances for his people, and 
‘© fhewed him part of his glory. He fanétified 
*‘ him in his faithfulnefs and meeknefs, and 
“© chofe him out of all men. He made him to 
hear his voice, and brought him into the dark 
cloud, and gave him commandments before 
his face, even the law of life and knowledge, 
«« that he might teach Jacob his Covenant, and 
«© Tfrael his Judgments.” Chap. xlv. 1—5. 

Thecharacter Jofephus gives Mofes is as follows: 
«¢ He was (fays he) a man of admirable wifdom, 
‘© and one that made the beft ufe of what he 
“ underftood: An excellent fpeaker, and no 
“¢ man better fkilled in moving the affections of 
“ the people than himfelf: and fo great a mafter 
«« was he of his paffions, that he lived as though 
“he had none, or as-it he only knew them by 
“¢ their names, or by obferving them in others. 
«© Never was there a greater captain, nor a pro- 
«¢ phet equal to him: for all his words were’ 
“ oracles.” So true is the character which the 
facred writer has given him: There arofe not a 


“ 


ce 


« 


ce 


| prophet in Ifrael like unto Mojes, whom the Lord 


knew face to face: In all the figns and the wonders 
which the Lerd fent him to do in the land of Egypt, 
to Pharaoh, and to all bis fervants, and to alt bis 
land, and in all that. mighty band, and in all the 
great terror which Mofes foewed in the fight of 

Ufrael. 


Caap. .X. 
Jfrael. * Nor mas-he lefs famous to poftesity for 
« his writings, than he was to the age he lived 
* in for his actions,” e é a eaiths Merit . 

The apoftie St. Paul, in his Epiftle to the 
Hebrews, ‘fpeaks ‘of _Mofes' as follows.:. “| By 


‘© faith (fays he) Mofes, when -he was come: 


a 


© to age, refuled to be called the fon of Pha- 


«‘ raoh’s daughter, choofing rather to fuffer. 


© adverfity with the people of God, than to 
« enjoy the pleafures of fin -for a feafon. 
‘ By faith he. forfook Egypt, not fearing 
© the king’s difpleafure.. Through faith he 
* inftituted the paffover and effufion of blood; 
* left he that New the firft-born fhould touch 
‘them. By faith he paffed through the Red 
“ Sea as on dry land, which when the Egyp- 
“ tians attempted to do, they were fwallowed 
ee u gee : / - 

St. Stephen, the Protomartyr, in fpeaking of 
Mofes, faysthus: ‘« Mofes was mighty in word 
“ and deed; to whom, in the wildernefs of 
«* mount Sinai, an angel appeared in aflame of 
“ fireina bufh. Him God fent fora prince and a 
“« deliverer of the people, by refcuing them from a 
«« fervile {tate of bondage, which he accomplifhed 
«« after doing wonders and miracles intthe land of 
«« Foypt. This is he that was in the congrega~- 
“< tion (the church) in the wildernefs and con- 
*¢ verfed with our fathers, who received the lively 
** oracles to give unto us.” 

The Fathers, and later writers, fpeak in com- 
mendation of Mofes with the utmoft refpeé and 
reverence. Juftin Martyr, in his Parznefis to 
the Gentiles, fays, that when Pythagoras, Plato, 
and others, were in Egypt, they altered their 
minds concerning Polytheifm, being inftruéted 
by the Egyptians, (who had it from Mofes) 


nA RA 


that there was but one God, who, in the begin- - 


ning, created heaven and earth. He likewife 
affirms, that Plato learned from Mofes the Being 
of a God, the Creator of things, the Divine 
word, the refurrection of the body, the judg- 
ment and punifhment of the wicked, and the 
reward of the juft. 

The character St. Auguitin gives of Mofes is 
fhort, but at the fame time very expreffive: 
«* He was (fays he) the moft faithful fervant of 
“© God ; humble in wifhing to decline fo weighty 
“ a miniftry, but dutiful in undertaking it ; juft 
*€ in keeping, and refolute in executing It; v’yi- 
** Jant in government; ftrict in juftice; jealous 
‘ in love, and patient in fuffering.” 

Conftantine the Great, in his Oration, thus 
elegantly fets forth the worth and dignity of 
Mofes: ‘“* Who (fays he) can fay enough in 
‘* honour of him, who removed a people out 
“* of the greateft confufion, and placed them in 
"€ the moft exact order? Who, by gentle per- 
‘€ fuafions, quieted their mutinous {pirits, and 
“* from a moft fervile condition brought them 
“ to the enjoyment of liberty. Who, in wif- 
“© dom, fo far excelled all that were fuperior to 
“* him in years, that he became the ftandard of 
* knowledge both in his own and fucceeding 
*¢ times, and a bright example of moral virtue 
*€ to heathens as well as Hebrews, efpecially to 
‘© Pythagoras and Plato, who were zealous emu- 
* lators of his continency.” 
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} time he returned with his 
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i: The charaéter giyen of Mofes by St. Ambrofe 
ds as follows: « Moles; fays he;,.was the Figure 
‘“€ of ‘that ‘Precepto# that was to come, who 
““€ fhould préach'the Gofpel, fulfil the Old Tefta- 
i ment,, build the Néw, and feed the people 
:“ with celeftial aliment. Hence the dignity of 
‘the human condition is fo highly advanced, 
'* that he is called by the name of God, / have 
“*- made thee a god to Pharaoh: Exod. vii. 1. 
“ that is, I have given thee authority to fpeak 
- to him in my name. And, indeed, he be- 
“came his character ; for he was matter.- of 
** his paffions, not inclined to worldly defires, 
** but in.-mind and body endeavoured to con- 
“ duct himfelf after the likenefs of that per- 
“ feétion of his God, as far as nature would 
“* permit. And, therefore, we read quite dif- 
“ ferently of him, to what we do of others 
“* who die through fome defect of nature. With 
«se him it was otherwife, for, notwith{tanding 
his great age, he retained the ufe of all his 
** faculties to the laft, his eyes not failing, nor 
“‘ his natural force abated ; but died according: 
“ to the word of the Lord.” oY 

The Principal tranfactions of Mofes’s life, like 
thofe of Jofeph’s, bear a ftrong fimilarity (though 
in a leffer degree) to the occurrences that hap- 
pened to Our Saviour during his earthly pere- 
grinations, as will appear from the following 
comparifon : 
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CHRIST. 


Chrift enlightened the 
Chriftians under the Gofpel. 


MOSES. 


Mofes enlightened the 
Jews under the difpenfation 
of the Old Law. 

Mofes was legiflator of the 
Pentateuch. 

Mofes had twe interviews 
with God; the firt when he 
received the fist tables from 
God in Mount Sinai; the 
other other when he received 
the fecond tables, at which 


Chrift of the Gofpel. 


Chrift was honoured with 
the fame teltimony by his 
Father; firft, at his Baptifm, 
when the Holy Ghoft de. 
fcended upon him, and a 
voice was heard, faying, 
‘© This is my Beloved Son.’? 
The fecond was at his Tranf- 
figuration on Mount ‘Tabor, 
when Mofes and Elias (that 
is, the law and the Prophets) 
teltified of him. 


Chrift did great miracles 
in Judea. 
Chrift faw him face to face. 


face fhining. 


Mofes did great wonders 
in the land of Egypt. 

Mofes fpoke to God in a 
cloud, 


God told Mofes he had 
found favour in his fight. 


To Chrift he faid, «¢ Thou 
art my Son.” 


But to purfue this Comparifon more regular- 
ly, we fhall follow the method of Eufebius. 


Chrift was legiflator of the 
whole world. 

Chrift purged the people 
wherever he went. 

Chrift, by the fame means, 
confirmed the Gofpel. 

Chrift fet the whole world 
at liberty. 

Chrift provided a kingdom 
abounding with eternal plea- 
ty. 


Mofes was legiflator of the 
Jewith nation. 

Mofes purged the Ifraelites 
from their idolatry. 

Mofes, by figns and won- 
ders, gave the law. 

Mofes delivered his people 
from bondage. 

Mofes promifed the Ifra- 
elites a land flowing with 
milk and honey. 


Dd Mofes, 
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Mofes, when but a new- 
born infant, nearly efcaped 
being put death by Pharaoh, 
who had condemned all the 
male children of the Jews. 

Mofes, in his youth, was 
well {killed in all manner of 
learning in ufe among the 
Eg. ptians, 

Mofes fafted forty days in 
the company of God in 
Mount Sinai. 

Mofes miraculoufly fed the 
people in the defert with 
manna and quails. 

Mofes paffed through the 
waters of the Red Sea un- 
hurt. 

Mofes, by holding out his 
rod, divided the fea. 


The Ifraelites, by reafon 
of the dazzling luttre of Mo- 
fes’s face, could not look at 
him. 


CHRIST. 


Chrit, whilf an infant; 
and adored by the Wife Men, 
was forced to fly into Egypt 
from the cruelty of Herod. 


Chrift, at twelve years of 
age, was found.in the Temple 
difputing with the Doctors. 


Chrift was in the wilder- 
nefs forty days without eating 
or drinking. 

Chrift fatisfied five thou- 
fand hungry people with five 
loaves and two fithes. 

Chritt walked upon the 
waters of the fea. 


Chrift, with a word, re- 
buked the fea, and it became 
calm. 


Chriil’s difciples were fo 
terrified at the magnificence 
of his transfiguration, that 
they fell on their faces. 


on 
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Mofes réftored his leprous | 


fifter to her former ftate of 
health. 


Mofes chefe out twelve 
{pies to take a view of the 
promifed land. 

Mofes chofe feventy elders 
to affift him in the adminiftra- 
tion. 

OF Mofes it is faid, That 
no nian, to the prefent time, 
knows the place of his fepul- 
chre. 


Boox {-- 
CHRIST. 
Chritt, out of his metcy, 


abfoived penitent Magdalen 
from all her fins. 


Chrift chafe twelve difci- 
ples. 


Chrift commiffioned fe- 
venty difciplesto preach the 
Gofpel. 

Of Chrift, the angels bore 
witnefs, ‘* Ye feek Jefus that 
«* was crucified; he is rifen, 
“* heis not here.”” 


We fhall conclude ou: character of Mofes with 
what Eufebius, St. Cyril of Alexandria, and others, 
in fhort, but very comprehenfive words, fay 
of him; namely, that he was the firft Theolo- 
gift of his time in the world, the moaft diftin- 
guifhed Philofopher, the greateft Poet, and moft 
accurate Hiftorian; and that he was noticed by 
the Almighty in a manner far fuperior to the reft 


of mankind. 
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Sofbua fucceeds Mofes in the government of the Iraelites. 


Sends /pies inta the land of 


Canaan, who return fafe to the camp at the infiigation of a woman named Rabab. 
The Ifraclites pafs the river Jordan, lay fiege to Sericho, and entirely deftroy it. The 


death of Achan, for concealing fome of the treafure. 


Fofhua fends a party to inveft 


Ai, who are defeated. He makes a fecond attempt upon it, and reduces the whole to afbese 


Forms a league with the Gibeonites. 
and reduces their country to JubjeEion, 
His death and charaéter. 


N the death of Mofes, Jofhua, being 
appointed to fucceed him in the go- 
vernment of the Ifraclites, was in- 
ftalled into the kingly office by 
Eleazar the high-prieft, and with the univerfal 
approbation of the people. To encourage him 
in the great work he had to undertake, the 
Almighty exprefsly commanded him (as he had 
done his fervant Mofes) to lead the people over 
the Jordan, telling him, that every place on 
which they fhould tread fhould be their own, 
and that no man fhould be able to ftand againft 
him: that, in like manner as he had been with 
Mofes, fo he would be with him, and that he 
might be affured he would never forfake him. 
Encouraged by thefe Divine affurances, Jo- 
fhua ordered the officers to proclaim throughout 
the camp, that within a few days they fhould 
pafs the Jordan, in order to poffefs the land 
which the Almighty had promifed them, and 
that therefore they fhould provide themfelves 
with proper neceffaries on the occafion. 
then called. together the leaders of the tribes 
of Reuben and Gad, and the half tribe of Ma- 
naffeh, whom he reminded of the promifes they 


| Jordan. 


He || 


Defeats the confederate princ:s of the Canaanites, 


ivides it by lots among the different tribes, 


had made to Mofes, and entreated them, not 
only for his fake, but alfo their own, to fulfil 
their engagements. They faithfully promifed 
to comply with his requeft, and that they would 
be equally obedient to him as they had been to 
his predeceffor. 

Oppofite to Jofhua’s camp ftood the city of 
Jericho, which of courfe muft be the firft place 
he would have to attack after paffing the river 
As a neceflary precaution, he fent two 
{pies to take a view of the ftrength and fitua- 
tion of that city, and to learn the difpofition 
of the inhabitants. They accordingly entered 
Jericho, and being confidered as ftrangers come 
thither to gratify their curiofity, were permitted 
to perambulare the ftreets without the leaft 
moleftation. On the clofe of the day they took 
up their refidence in the houfe of a woman, 
named Rahab, where, after refrefhing themfelves, 
they retired to reft. 

In the mean time information had been given 
the king, that there were two fpies in the city, 
and that they had concealed themfelves in the 
houfe of Rahab. On this the king immediately 
difpatched proper officers to feize them; but 

Rahab 
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Rahab (who had been previoufly informed of 
it) before their arrival, had fecreted the two 
{pies, under fome ftalks of flax on the roof * 
of the houfe. 

When the meffengers arrived, and related 
their bufinefs, Rahab told them, there had been 
fuch people at her houfe, but fhe knew not who 
they were, nor from whence they came: that a 
fhort time after dark, and before the gates of the 
city were fhut, they departed ; and, as they could 
not be got far, it would be no difficult matter to 
overtake them. The meffengers, believing Ra- 
hab’s ftory, left her, and immediately fet out 
in purfuit of the fpies. 

As foon as they were gone, Rahab uncovered 
her guefts, told them what had paffed, and 
pointed out the great danger to which fhe had 
expofed herfelf and family for their protection. 
In return for this kindnefs fhe exacted from them 
an oath, that when the city fhould be invefted 
by the Hebrews, they fhould preferve her and 
her relations from the general deftruction. To 
effect this, they told her, that when fhe found 
the city attacked, to fhut herfelf up, with her 
family, in her houfe, and that, in order to dif- 
tinguifh it from the reft, fhe muft hang a fcarlet 
thread to the door, which fignal fhould be com- 
municated to the general, who would, no doubt, 
give fuch directions, as to fecure her from all 
danger. his being agreed on, Rahab, for the 
better fecurity of her guefts, let them down into 
the ftreet by a rope faftened to the window, fo 
that they made their efcape unperceived. She 
advifed them, immediately to fly to the moun- 
tains, and there conceal themfelves for three 
days, in which time the meffengers, finding 
their endeavours ineffectual, would relinquifh 
the purfuit. 

‘Vhe two fpies took Rahab’s advice, and the 
coniequences turned out as fhe had predicted ; 
for, atter two days fearch, the meffengers, def- 
pairing of fucceis, gave over the purfuit, and 
returned to Jericho. At the clofe of the third 
day the two [pies left the mountains, croffed the 
Jordan, and arriving fate at the camp of Jofhua, 
gave him a faithful account of their expedition ; 
adding, that for certain the Lord had delivered 
the country into their hands, for the people were 
quite difpiriced at the name of the Ifraelites. 

Pleated with this intelligence, Jofhua, early 
the next morning, left Shittim, and conduéted 
his army within a fimall diftance of the place 
where it was intended they fhould crols the river 
Jordan. Here he communicated to every tribe 
the order to be obferved in their march. He 
told them, that when they faw the Ark of the 
Lord carried by the priefts, the whole army 
fhould then move and follow it, that they might 
know the way by which they were to go; and 
that they fhould leave a fpace of two thoufand 
cubits between them and the Ark. That when 





* I: was the cuftom, in thofe countries, for the people to 
build their houes with flat roofs, and, in general, their bed- 
chambers were on the uppermott ftory. The method ufed 
by the woman to conceal the {pies thews her to have had a 
great fhare of prudence, and, at the fame time, a firm be- 
hhef tiiat God would give up her native country to the Ifra- 
elites. 

+ This place received its name from the rite of circumci- 
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the priefts were got into the middle of the chan- 
nel, they fhould there ftand ftill till the whole 
multitude were got fafe on the oppofite fhore ; 
and, to prepare themfelves properly for this re- 
markable paffage, they were all enjoined to fanc- 
tify thenifelves, by wafhing their cloaths, avoiding 
all impurities, and abftaining from matrimonial 
intercourfe the preceding night. He alfo, by 
the direction of the Almighty, appointed twelve 
men (one out of each tribe) to chufe twelve 
ftones from the middle of the river where the 
priefts were to ftand with the Ark, and there to 
fet them up (that they might be feen from each 
fide of the river when the waters were abated) 
as a monument of this great miracle; and to . 
take twelve others with them to be erected on the 
land for the like purpofe. 

Having given thefe neceffary orders, early the 
next morning, which was the tenth day of the 
firft month, the whole army proceeded on their 
march. The priefts, with the Ark, went firft, 
and as foon as they touched the river with their 
feet the rapidity of the ftream abated; the 
waters above went back, and rofe on heaps for a 
confiderable diftance, while thofe below conti- 
nued their courfe the contrary way, fo that there 
was a paflage opened of about fixteen miles for 
the Hraelites to pafs. The priefts ftood with 
the Ark in the middle of the channel till the 
whole multitude had got on the other fide, when 
having raifed the twelve ftones as Jofhua had 
commanded, they left the bed of the river, on 
which the waters immediately returned, and re- 
fumed their natural courfe. 

The Ifraelites, having, by this miraculous 
paffage, gained the plains of Jericho, encamped 
in a place afterwards called Gilgalt, where Jo- 
fhua erected the twelve ftones, which had been 
brought from the Jordan, as a monument to 
pofterity of the Almighty’s interpofition in af- 
fifting them to pafs that river. 

This extraordinary event being foon circulated 
through the adjacent parts of the country, the 
people were filled with the greateft amazement ; 
and when the kings of the Amorites (who were 
on the weft fide of the Jordan) and the kings 
of the Canaanites (who inhabited thofe parts 
next the fea) heard of it, their hearts funk for 
fear, and their courage failed them. 

Soon after Jofhua had encamped his army, 
God commanded the rite of circumcifion (which 
had been neglected for almoft forty years) to be 
renewed, that the people might be properly 
qualified to partake of the enfuing paffover f. 
This order being obeyed, the Lord faid unto 
Jofhua, this day have I rolled away the reproach 
of Egypt (i. e. uncircumcifion) from off you, where-. 
fore the name of the place is called Gilgal, (i.e. 
rolling) unto this day. os 

As the Ifraelites were now arrived in a country 
where there was a fufficiency of corn for unlea- 


vened 





fion, which had been long difufed, being here renewed. Ic 
lay about two miles to the north-eaft of Jericho, and St. Je- 
rome tells us, that in his time it was greatly venerated by 
the inhabitants. 

t This was the third time of their celebrating that felti- 
val, The firft was at their departure out of Egypt ; and the 
oe at their ercciing the tabernacle at the foot of Mount 

inai. 
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vened bread, God infifted upon the obfervance 
of his ordinances, and refolved that all things 
fhould now goin aregular way. He therefore- 
ceafed to fupply them any longer wich mannay 
but left them, for the future, to enjoy the pro- 
ducts of the promifed inheritance. 

Jofhua, previous to his marching his army 
againft Jericho, went from the camp alone, in 
order to reconnoitre the city, and to difcover 
which would be the moft advantageous way o 
approaching it. While he was making his ob- 
fervations, on a fudden there, appeared before 
hima perfon refembling a magkbutwrith a luftre 
in his face that indicated he was more thap@nor- 
tal. In his hand he nee 2 pumas ae ane 
his whole appearance far firpafféd-any thing o 
human eee Undaunted at this unufuatfight, 
Jofhua advanced towards him, and, demanding 
of what party he was, the vifion replied, of the 
hoft of the Lord §,-of which he was captain and 
guardian. On this-anfwer, Jofhua immediately 
threw himfelf proftrate on the ground, when the 
vifion, after orderitig him to loofe the fandals 
from his feet, proceeded to inftruct him in what: 
manner he would have the fiege carried on, that 
the Canaanites might fee it was not the arm of 
flefh alone by which they would be defeated. 
The inftruétions Jofhua received were thefe: 
that for fix fucceffive days the whole army fhould 
march round the city, with feven priefts before 
the Ark, having in their hands trumpets made 
of ram’s horns. ‘That on the feventh day, after 
the army had gone round the city feven times, 
upon fignal given, the priefts were to blow 
their trumpets as loud as poffible, and the people, 
on a fudden to fet up-a great-fhout; at whigg 
inftant the walls of the city fhould fall to th 
ground, and they might walk inte it,without the 
leaft obftruction. 

Having received thefe orders from the Diwine 
meffenger, Jofhua returned to the camp, anc. 
early the next morning: marched with his whole 
army againft Jericho.. The place was ftrong, 
well provided, and full of inhabitants, who had 
retired into it, and feemed refolved to make a. 
vigorous defence. i 

But Jofhua had an irrefiftible force on his 
fide. He ftriétly obeyed the orders he had re- 
ceived, and the promifes made him were amply. 
fulfilled ; for, on the feventh day, as foon as the 
people fhouted, after going round the city feven 
times, the walls fuddenly fell tothe ground. In 
confequence of this the Ifraelites immediately ie oe 
entered the place, and put every living creature Agreeable to the divine inftrutions Jofhua, 
to the fword, except Rahab and her relations, |{ early the next morning, fet about the bufinefs 
who being preferved, as had been direéted by |] of- ifegvering, she thief, who had brought fo 
Jofhua, agreeable to the-promife made by the } greatan evil.on the people. © For this purpofe 
fpies, were placed without the camp ef” the fi hé-Grdertd-all.ghe tribes: to.affemble before the 

fs “Th aleary where, firk cafting lots among the tribes, 


army. 7 
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In the city were found great quantities of 
gold; filver; and brafs, the whole of which was 
of immenfe value, and being gathered together, 
as Jofhua had ordered; he prefented it to the 
 ptiefts; to be depofited in the facred treafury. 

Having deftroyed all the inhabitants; Jofhua 
ordered the city to be fet on fire; whtich was ac- 
cordingly done, and the whole reduced to a heap 
of afhes. He likewife denounced a heavy curie 
on any perfon who fhould ever after attempt to 
_rebuildac. That whoever fhould take upon him 
tg lay ‘the -firft_ftone might be punifhed by the 
tpfs of his eldeft fon ; ahd whoever fhould fiiith 
the work, his youngetft |. 

Notwithftanding Jofhua had taken. the greateft 
precaution to prevent’ private plunder in thc 
taking of Jericho, yet one Achan, of the tribe 
of Judah, committed a violent ‘depredation, 
by taking to himfelf the rich cloak of the 
king of the Canaanites, two hundred thekels 
of filver, and a wedge of gold of fifty fhekels. 
He fecreted thefe treafures in a pit he had 
dug in his tent, foolifhly fuppofing the faét 
» would be no more noticed by God; than it 
was. known by his companions. Bue in this 
he foon found himfelf miftaken. 

About twelve miles from Jericho (to the 
eaft of Bethel) was a finall city called Ai, which 
‘Jofhua knowing to be neither populous, or 
well defended, he detached a {mall body of 
men to take it. But they did not find the 
conqueft fo eafy as they had imagined; for 
‘no fooner did they approach the place than 
the iwhabitants immediately fallied out upon 
them, and having flain fome, the reft were fo 
frightened, that they betook themfelves to flight, 
} and were purfued by the enemy within a {mall 
diftance of their own camp, 

This defeat, though fmall, ftruck an univerfal 
damp on the fpirits of the people; and Jofhua, 
in particular, was fo afflicted, that he had re- 
courfe to. the Almighty, who told him, there 
was @ legent caufe of his difpleafure among the 
people: that, feme ‘of them. had taken of the 
_atcurfed * thing, aud alfo of thofe things which 
“Were devoted to the Lord, and, inftead of 
‘bringing them to the treafury of God, had 
concealed them for their own ufe. He likewife 
told Jofhua that no fuccefs could attend the 
Houfe of Ifrael, till the accurfed thing was re- 
moved; and difcovered to him the means 
whereby the offender might be difcovered, and 
properly punifhed. 















































._* Jn the fame fenfe is the word Anathema ufed in the 
New Teitament, by St. Paul, who calls affenders Anathe- 
‘$} ma, ‘thitt iv, ‘nocusfed, or Sparated from God, which is the 
old word for excammunicat in the canons of the church 
atthe moft diftant ages. this inftance it is obfervable, 
tha¢ though it was but one man that was actually gly, yet 
the guile wa: charged upon the whole people, and they fele 
the effects thereof, till they had convicted and pupgithed the 
offender. ; ? 


§ It isthe opinion of the beft commentators, both, an- 
tient and modern, that the perfon, here called the: captai 
of Be eee no Lyd roan afige as apes 
ger from God, -who was pleafed, in this man i 
to Jofhua, both to eacooraae and direét-him. a 

l| The werds of Jofhua’s execration in the text are as fol- 
low: ‘* Curfed be the man before the Lord, that raifeth 
up and buildeth this city Jericho; he fhall lay the foundation 
thereof in his firft-born, and in his youngeft fon fhall he fet 
up the gates of it.”* Jofhua vi. 26. © se" 
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it appeared the thief belonged to that of Judah. 
They then proceeded from tribe to family, from 
family to houfhold, and from houthold to par- 
ticular perfons; when the criminal was at length 


difcovered to be Achan, who, on Jofhua’s 


admonition, made an ample confefficn of the 
whole. 
Lord God .of Ifrael, for when I faw.genong: 
the fpoil a royal garment and: two. huridred 
fhekels of filver, with a wedge of gold: 


fifty thekels weight, my covetouinefs. prompted . 
me to take thems which I: did, and hid then 


st 


in the earth in the midft of:my tent.” 

On this frank confeffion, Jofhua fent mef- 
fengers to examine Achan’s tent, who finding 
the treafures, brought them away, and laid 
them before the people. The offender being 
thus fully conviéted, they took him, together 
with his family (whom they confidered as ac- 
complices in his crime) his cattle, tent, and 
all his moveables, and conducted them to a 
neighbouring valley, (called from that time, 
in allufion to this man’s name, the valley of 
Achor) where they were firft ftoned to death, 
and their bodies afterwards reduced to afhes. 
They likewife burnt all their goods and utenfils, 
and erected over the whole a pile of ftones, to 
perpetuate the memory of the crime, and to 
deter others from committing the like offence. 

The Divine vengeance being appeafed by the 
fentence executed upon Achan, God commanded 
Jofhua to make another attempt on the city of 
Ai, affuring him that he fhould be no lefs fuc- 
cefsful than he had been in the attack on 
Jericho. 
ers he allowed them the plunder of the city 
and cattle, and, in order the more eafily to 
facilitate the conqueft, particularly enjoined’ 
Jofhua to place a party of men in ambufcade 
near the city. ie es 

Agreeable to thefe inftructions Jofhua felected 
thirty thoufand men, out of which he fent away 
by night five thoufand to conceal them#felves 
between Bethel and Ai, who, on a. fignal given 
by him (which was.to be the holding up ef a 
{pear, with a banner upon it) were immediately 
to enter the city, and fet it on fire. Early the 
next morning Jofhua marched with his army be- 
fore the north part of the city. As foon as the 
king of Ai perceived him, he immediately fal- 
lied out of the town with his troops, followed by 
the greater part of the inhabitants, all of whom 
had been fo elated with their former.fuccefs that 
they did not doubt of foon making an eafy con- 
gueft. They accordingly fell on the Hraelites 
with great fury, who, at the firftonfet, gave way, 
and retreated a confiderable diftance from the 
city. But this was only a feint to draw the ene- 
my into the plain; and, therefore, as foon as 
Jofhua faw that, by this ftratagem, the city was 
pretty well emptied, he gave the fignal to the 





+ ‘Thefe two mountains are fo near each other, that they 
are only feparated by a vallcy of about two hundred paces 
wide, in which is fituated the town of Shechem. They are 


“much alike in length, height and form: their figure is femi-. 


circle, and on the fide of Shechem they are fo fteep that 

there is not the’ leaft thelving : they are at moit about half 

a Jeague in length. But notwithftanding they are fo much 
i 
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.ambufcade, who, finding it defencelefs, imme- 
. djately entered, and fet it on fire. 
of the fimedk convinced Jofhua that his men 


who, little ex 


“ I have, fays he; finned againft. the: ||; were fo. 


* 


As an encouragement ‘to the. foldi-. 


arrived at Gilgal, the place where the army 


_Boox IT, 


The afcent 


had got poffeffion of the place ; upon which he 
fuddenly- turned about, and faced the enemy, 
wpecting the Ifraelites would rally, 
paned, that-they.began, to think of 
es city. But;.when they faw it all 
Bae. party-who-had fet it -en fire 





















Hi gang weyted upon their rear,; they were fo 
dipirised. that. they..could. neithenfighe.ner fly ; 
‘in confeguence of which: they? were. all-out: to 
‘ pieces by she: naiiites,. who,,insined iately, march- 
ing to the: city, put all they foungk:insit to the 


fword,; the whole number, men, womeg and 
children, flain that day, amounted: to .twelve 
thoufand. The king of Ai being: takeg pri- 
foner, was ordered to be hung on.a.gibbet till 
fun-fet ; after which his body was takenjdown 
and buried under a great heap of. ftones:near the 
entrance of the city. The cattle and fpailtaken 
from the enemy were (according to the Divine 
appointment) divided among: the foldiers, who 
fo effectually deftroyed the city.as: to leave it a 
mere heap. of rubbifh. 

As Jofhua was now but a fmall diftance from 
the mountains of Gerizim aid Ebel +, he be- 
thought himfelf of the command, which had 
been given him by Mofes {, relative to the 
reading pf the law (with the bleffings and 
curfes thereunto annexed) from thefe two moun- 
tains, He accordingly went to Mount Ebab, 
where he ereéted an altar, on which he-.offered up 
{acrifices to God for his late victories. He like- 
wife caufed an abridgment of the law, or fome 
of the moft remarkable. parts of it, to be en- 
graven on ftones; and afterwards read the whole 
of it tothe people, as had been. commanded by 


‘Mofeés. * 


The great fuccefs of Jofhua againg, the ci- 


ties of Jericho and Ai, and the. dreadful flaugh- 


ter made among the inhabitants, had fo alarmed, 
the kings of the refpective provinces on that fide 


‘the river Jordan, that they. canfederared. toge- 


ther, and. entered into a | efor their mutual 
defence. But the Gibeonites, forefecing the 
deftruction that awaited then, and being ap- 
prehenfive that all refiftance would be ip vain, 
refolved to make a peace with the Ifraelites,which 


they effected by the following ftratagem: They. 


felected a certain number of artful men, who 
were inftruéted to feign themfelves ambaffadors 


. come from a very diftant country, in order to 


obtain a league with the people of Ifrael. To 
make this tory appear plaufible, they were 
dreffed in tattered garments, with old clouted 
fhoes on their feet ; and their provifion canfifted 
of dry mufty bread, which they carried in old 
facks, with fome wine in bottles § all tarmifhed 
and torn, In this woeful-appearing plight they 


oi 





alike in che particulars mentioned, they are very different ia 
one inftance ; namely, Ebal is defolate and barren, whereas 
Gerizim is beautifil and fruitful. q 
" J See Deut. xi. 29. and xxvii. 1-13. < 
§ Thefe bottles were not- (as thofe in ufe among'us) made 
of glafs, but of leather; and even at this time, in fome 
countries, they keep their wine in fugh kiad of vetfels, 
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Cuar. I, 
of the Ifraelites was at this. time encamped. 


Being introduced to Jofhua, they told him, 


that from the many miracles which God had. 


rought for the-Ifraelites in the land of Egypt, - 
aid he wonderful fucceffes wherewith he had, 


bleffed their arms againft every power that had. 
oppofed .them in. coming to that place, their 
ftates and rulers had fent them, from a very 
remote country, to form a league of friendfhip: 


with them, and that on fuch conditicns as were. 


cuftomary with their forefathers. They then 
pointed tg their garments, which they folemnly 
affured Jofhua were quite new when they fat out 
on their journey, but that the great length of 
it had reduced them to the ftate in which they 
then appeared. 

Thie feraragens had the defired effect: The 
plaufible ftory of thefe feigned ambaffadors 


gained fuch credit with the Ifraelites, that they. 


entered into an amicable alliance with them 3 
and Eleazar, the high-prieft, with the princes 
of the refpective tribes, folemnly ratified the 
treaty, the whole multitude affenting to the 
oaths made by their leaders. When the bufinefs, 
was over, the Gibeonites took their leave, and 
hafted home with the glad tidings of their fuc- 
cefsful expedition. 

. Three days after the departure of thefe am- 
baffadors, the whole plot was difcovered, when 
it appeared that the Gibeonites were inhabitants 
of Canaan, and that.they refided at a {mall dif- 
tance from Jerufalem. This difcovery greatly 
alarmed Jofhua, who immediately fent for their 
governors, and reproached them for having 
practifed fuch a deception; to which they re- 
plied, that they were compelled to do it in their 
own defence, as they knew they fhould other- 
wifé fhare a fimilar fate with the inhabitants of 
Jericho and Ai. Jofhua was defirous of having 


the league cancelled ; but as ic was confirmed by | 


‘a folemn oath, this could not be doné, without 
incurring the divine difpleafure. It was there- 
fore, refolved, in order to appeafe the people, 
that, as 2 punifhment for the impofition, the 
Gibeonites fhould ever after be kept in a ftate 
of bondage, by being made hewers of wood and 
drawers of water. This fentence they received 
without the leaft murmur, humbly acquiefcing 
in whatever was thought proper to be impofed 
upon them by the Ifraelites. | aes 
When the confederate princes (who were five 
in number, the principal of whom. was Adoni- 
zedek, king of Jerufalem) heard of the fepa- 
rate treaty made by the Gibeonites, and the art- 
ful manner in which it was obtained, they re- 
folved to. be revenged on them for their defer- 
tion of the common caufe. Accordingly they 
joined all their forces, and marched towards the 
city of Gibeon, with a firm refolution of to- 
mally deftroying it. When they came within a 
fall diftance of the place they pitched their 





| The deifts have greatly cavilled at this miracle, on ac- 
count of its nat being fecorded by. Heathen writers. But 
that it fheuld not be thentionéed by them isnot inthe leat 
to be wondered at, when we confider, that Homér, who 
wrote above § thoafgind years aftcr Jofhua, is their ofdeft 
‘writer now extant, Reiters were not then-known among the 





From the Deatu of Moses, to the building of Soi.omon’s TEMPLE: 





rrr 


-tents, intending to. hegin the attack early the 
next morning. In the mean tine the Gibeonites 
(not daring to truft to their own ftrength) dif- 
patched a meffenger to Jofhua, imploring his 
immediate affiftance, as they mutt otherwife in- 
_evitably fall into the hands of the Canaanites. 

_ Jofhua loft no time in complying with their 
-requeft. He immediately fet out with his army; 


' and after marching the whole night, arrived, 


.the ‘next morning, at the fpot where the encmy 
were encamped. The appearance of fo formi- 
dable an army, and fo unexpeéted, had fuch an 
effe& on.the Canaanites, that on Jofhua’s mak- 
ing an attack they immediately gave way, and 
were entirely routed, many being killed, and 
the reft betaking themfelves to a precipitate 
flight. God had all along encouraged Jofhua 
by promifing him fuccefs ; and therefore, as the 
confederate forces were endeavouring to efcape, 
there fell a moft violent ftorm of hail, the ftones 
of which were fo large that more people were 
deftroyed by them than what fell by the fword. 
Jofhua was fo defirous of totally extirpating the 


;Canaanites, and fo elevated with the maniteft 
‘interpofition of the Almighty, thar while he 


was in chafe of them, he begged, in the moft 
fervent manner, that the fun and moon might 
ftand {till till he had accomplifhed his wifhes. 
Notwithftanding the fingularity of this requeft, 
God was pleafed to grant it; fo that this was 


the moft memorable day that ever happened, the 


Almighty condefcending to altar the courfe of 
nature to anfwer the purpofes of man |. 

The confederate kings, finding themfelves 
clofely purfued, and likely to be either flain, or 
made captives, concealed themfelves in a cave, 
near Makkedah, a city belonging to the tribe 
of Judah; intelligence of which being given to 
Jofhua, he ordered the mouth of the cave to 
be blocked up, and a guard placed over it, to 
prevent their cfcape. In this fituation they re- 
mained till Jofhua returned from purfuing the 
‘fugitives, when he ordered the cave to be 
opened, and the kings to be brought forth, and 
hung upon trees till the evening. This was 
accordingly done, when their bodies were taken 
down, and thrown into the cave; fo that the 
place they had chofen for their fanétuary became 
their fepulchre. ; ow 

After this fignal vi€tory, Jofhua proceeded to 
the fouthern parts of Canaan; in which, having 


i} foon reduced the moft confiderable places, and 


put the inhabitants to the fword, he returned, 
with his victorious army, to the camp at 


Gilgal. 

Fhe great fame of Jofhua being now {pread 
throughout Canaan, feveral princes of the north- 
ern parts, at the inftigation of Jabin,: king of 
Hiazor, confederated together, and raifed a pro- 
digious army *, to engage the Ifraclites, which 


_they encamped at Berotha, a city of the Upper 


Galilee, 





heathens, and, therefore, there isno wonder that fuch a cir. 
cumitance fhould have been forgotten. 

“~® ‘According. 10 fofephus, their whole army confifted of 
32,000 foot, 10,000 horfe, and 2000 charicts; a very for- 
midable army indeed, and fuch as might have ftruck terror in 


| Jofhua, had-he not been affured of the Divine proteétion. - 
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Galilee, not far from the waters of Merom +. {| the princes of the refpective tribes, divided the: - 
This, however, did not in the leaft intimidate || whole country into equal portions, for whieh 
Jofhua, who, in purfuance of the inftructions || (according to God’s direétion), each tribe caft - 
which God had given him, (namely, that he {| lots; but as fome of the tribes were larger, and ~ 
fhould not only deftroy them, but alfo their hor- || fome territories richer than others, ‘he took care 
fes and chariots) immediately took the field, || to adjuft the proportion of land to the large- ‘ 
marched towards the enemy, and fell fo fud- || nefs of the tribe, and the number of families in - 
denly on them, that they were totally routed, |] each; fo that, notwithftanding they caft lots, 
and except fome few who efcaped into the |} the divifions were all made as equal as pof- 
country, were all put to the fword; after which |} fiblef. tg 
he ham-{trung their horfes and burnt their cha- As foon as Jofhua had thus divided the coun- - 
riots. Jubin, king of Hazor, who had been || try on the weft fide of the Jordan, he took up i 
at the head of the confederacy, and was taken || his refidence at a finall place near Shiloh, where -- 
prifoner, he put to death, and ordered his city || after the wars the tabernacle was fet up, that he 
to be burnt to the ground; but the other cities, || might have the opportunity, as occafion fhould . 
whofe inhabitants were flain in the ation, he || offer, of confulting the divine oracle. : 
left ftanding, and gave the cattle and plunder After being here a few days, Jofhua affembled 
to the foldiers. together the auxiliaries (namely, the tribes of 
After defeating this powerful army, Jofhua || Reuben and Gad, with the half tribe of Ma- 
purfued his rout to the moft diftant parts of || naffeh) and gave them an honourable difiniffion. 
Canaan ; and, by degrees, fubdued all the in- |} ‘* He acknowledged the great fervices they had 
habitants of the country. He flew all their || done him in his wars with the Canaanites, and 
kings, who were thirty-one in number, together |{ highly applauded their courage and _ fidelity. 
with the Anakims, or giants, of whom he left || He exhorted them, as they were now going to 
none remaining, except in Gaza, Gath, and |} be feparated from the tabernacle, to be diligent 
Afhdod. in their duty to God, and to bear always in 
Jofhua, having now extended his conquefts as || mind thofe laws which he had given them by- 
far as he thought neceffary at prefent, refolved || his fervant Mofes. He advifed them to diftri- 
to divide the country he had taken among the || bute a fhare of the rich booty they had got a- 
nine tribes and a half who were yet unprovided || mong their brethren on the other fide the Jor-. 
for, and to difmils the two tribes and a half || dan; becaufe, though they did not partake of 
(namely, thofe of Reuben, Gad and the half || the troubles of the war, they had neverthelefs 
tribe of Manaffeh) who had affifted him in the || been of infinite fervice im proteéting their fa- 
wars, and whofe habitations had been fettled |) milies during their abfence §.” With thefe ac- 
by Mofes on the eait fide of the river Jordan. || knowledgments and exhortations, together with 
In confequence of this refolution, Jofhua || many fincere wifhes for their profperity, Jofhua 
appointed commiffioners to take a furvey of the || difmiffed them, and they immediately departed 
captured land, and ordered them to report the |} for their own country. 
{tate of it with all expedition. Thefe meffen- As foon as thefe two tribes and a half arrived 
zers having executed their commiffion, returned, |} on the oppofite fide of the river Jordan, they 
at the expiration of feven months, to Jofhua, |} erected an altar near the place where they and 
to whom, having delivered their report he, af- |] their brethren had miraculoufly paffed over, not 
fitted by Eleazar the high-prieft, the elders, and || for any religious ufe, but as a memorial to fuc- 


ceeding 











+ Some of the learned are of opinion, that by the Waters 
of Merom are meant the lake Semechon, which lies be- 
tween the head of the river Jordan and the lake Genefareth. 
Bat others imagine that thefe waters were fomewhere about 
the brook Kifhon, there being a place of that name men- 
tioned in the account of the battle againft Sifera, Judges v. 21. 
itis, however, more reafonable to think, that the confede- 
rate kings advanced as far as the brook Kifhon, and to a pafs 
which led into the country, to moe ae from penetrating 
qt, than to imagine, that they waited for him in the mid 
of their own country, leaving all Galilee at his mercy, and 
the whole track from the brook Kithon to the lake Semechon. 
See Wells’s Geography of the Old Teftament. 

t} The meafures Jofhua took, on this occafion, were ex- 
a€tly conformable to the orders which God had given: to 
Motes. Unto thefe the land fall be divided for an inheritance, 
according to the number of names. To many thou fhalt give 
the more inheritance; and to few thou fhalt give the lefs_inhe- 
ritance.—-Notwitlflanding the land fhall be divided by lot ;— 
according to let fhall the poffeffion thereof be divided between 
many and few. See Numb. xxvi. 53, &c. 

‘he learned Mafius, in his Commentary upon Jofhua, 
makes the following curious remark on this fingular tranf- 
ation. viz. that as Jacoband Mofes, at the approach of their 
deaths, foretold the very foil and fituation of every particular 
country that fhould fall to each tribe ; fo, upon this divifion 
by lots, it accordingly came to pafs; for, 

To the tribe of Judah there fell a country abounding with 
vines and pafture-grounds. Gen xlix. at. ; 

To that of Ahhur, one plenteous in oil, iron and brafs, 


Deut. ‘xxxiii. 24. 25. 

To that of Naphthali, one extending from the Weft to 
the South of Judea, Deut. 33. 23. ’ : 

To that of Benjamin, one in which the temple was after- 
wards built, Deut. xxxiii. 12. ye eh ; 

To thofe of Zebulun and Iffachar, fuch as had plenty of 
ioe Gen. xlix. 13. 

o thofe of Ephraim and Manaffeh, {uch as were re- 
nowned for their precious fruits. Deut. xxxiii. 14. 

To. thofe of Simeon and Levi, no particular countries at 
all ; the former having a portion with Judah, and the latter 
being interfperfed among the different tribes. 

Thefe particular lots (agreeable to the obfervation of our 
commentator) anfwering fo exactly. to each prediction, is an 
undeniable proof that the whole was directed by the im- 
_mediate hand of the Almighty. ck 

§ In the fpeech which Jofephus introduces Jofhua making 
to the tribes on this occafion, he concludes as follows: ** Let 
“* no diftance of place, fays he, no interpofition of rivers, 
© fet limits to our friendfhip, or divide our affections ; for, 

«« however feparated, we are all Hebrews ftill. -It was from 
“© one and the fame God that Abraham, and all our fore- 
** fathers, received their being; and it is that God we are 
“© all to worfhip according to the ordinances and inftitutions 

left us by Mofes. So long as we ftanil i'm, to our religion, 
“ we be affured of the favour ghd ‘protection. of” that 
*¢ God for our comfort; but fhould you deviate from your 


«* religious principles, and embrace jdol depend upon 
“* it,’ the God of your fathers will é rage orfake you.” 


a 


ve 


from being mifinformed, or 


>» 


4 


Cuar. I. From the DeatTu of Moské, to the building 
ceding generations, that though they were parted’ 


by the river, they were of the fame defcent and 
religion, and held an equal tight to the ta- 
bernacle at Shiloh, aiid to the-worfhip of God 
performed there, as their brethren’ 6n the othier 
fide the Jordan. This had like to have pro- 
ved of fatal confequences, for the latter, either 
mifapprehending 
the intent of the altar being erected, fell into a 
violent rage, confidering them as apoftates from 
the true religion’; and, in order to punith them, 
affembled their forces at Shiloh, with a tefolution 
of immediately declaring war againft them. 
But before they proceeded to thefe extremities, 
their rulers advifed them to fulpend the execution 
of their wrath till they had fent a deputation in 
order to know their reafon for building fuch 
an altar. This being agreed to, they fent Phi- 
neas, the fon of Eleazar, with ten princes, one 
out of each tribe, to expoftulate with them on 
their conduct. On their arrival Phineas accofted 
them in very fevere terms, charging them with 
idolatry and rebellion againft the Lord. 

He reminded them of the calamities which 
God had formerly fent upon them for their 
worfhip of Baal-peor ; and that, if he had been 
fo fevere upon them for the offence of one man 
(namely, Achan only) what might they not ex- 
pect, when two tribes and a half were going to 
make a general revolt ? He then concluded by 
faying, “ If ye have done this from any appre- 
henfion that the land ye poffefs on this fide 
the Jordan is unclean, or lefs holy than ours, 
becaufe the tabernacle is on our fide, return 
and fettle among us where the’ Tabernacle 
refteth; but by no means rebel againft the 
Lord, nor us, in building you an altar befides 
the Altar of the Lord.” 

The Reubenites, Gadites, and 
concerned to hear the ill opinion which their 
brethren had conceived of them, protefted their 
innocence of any idolatrous intention, and made 
a folemn appeal to God, that fo far were they 
from fetting up an altar in oppofition to his, 
that the only defign of the ftru€ture they had 
railed was, to perpetuate their right to the fer- 
vice of the tabernacle, and to fecure it to their 
lateft pofterity. 

From this anfwer the deputies were fully con- 
vinced that the accufation laid againft their bre- 
thren was totally groundlefs, and inftead of hav- 
ing committed a crime, that they had only given 
an inftance of their fincere attachment to their 
religious duties. The deputies, therefore, after 
taking a friendly leave, returned to Shiloh, and 
having communicated the particulars of all that 
had paffed to the people, they expreffed the 
greateft fatisfaction at the refult of the embaffy ; 
and the angry thoughts of war were immedi- 
ately changed into pease and brotherly affection. 


SD Seance 


ll The charaéer Jofephus gives of Jothua is as follows : 

€ was, fays he, a man who pofleffed great prudence, 
and had a manner of ex reffing his thoughts that gave 
** pleafure toall who heard him. He was brave and inde- 


Manafiites, 


ac 


PS 
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of Sotomon’s Tumptié, tig 
the Reubenires’ and their 
krethren; to prevent any future jealoufy, or 
fufpicion, called the altar they had ereéted Ep, 
intending it as a ftanding witnefs (for fo the 
word fignifies) that though they lived at a dif- 
tance from the reft of their brethren; yet they 
had all but one origin; and ohe God, who was 
the common God and Father of all Iirael; 

This matcer being adjufted, and the Ifraelites 
quietly fettled in the poffeffion of their conquefts 
on both fides the river Jordan, Jothua difbanded 
lis forces, arid retired to Sechem: ; 

O particular occtirrence took place from 
this period till the death of Jofhua, which hap- 
pened about twenty years after. He was at this 
time far advanced in years, and finding his dif. 
folution near at hand, he convened a general 
affembly of the princes and magiftrates, with as 
many of the common people .as could be ga- 
thered together. As foon as they were met, he 
harangued them in a very pertinent difcourfe on 
the great benefits and protection they Had re- 
ceived from the hand of Providence: He pointed 
out to them in what manner he had preferved 
them, even in the midft of dangers ; and that 
he had not only relieved them in all their 
wants and diftrefles, but had removed them from 
the moft abjeé, to the mot profperous fituation 
in life. In gratitude to fo great a protector and 
benefactor, he exhorted them to a faithful ob- 
fervance of his laws, and invited them to renew 
their covenant with God, which their forefathers 
had made. This being done in very ample and 
fignificant terms, he recorded the Covenant in 
the Book of the Law, and fet up a great {tone 
under an oak, near a place of religious worfhip, 
as a teftimony aguinft them, fhould they ever 
after deny God’s fervice; a 

A fhort time after this Jofhua paid the debt 
of nature, in the 110th year of his age. He 
was buried at Tinmath-ferah, in Mount Ephraim, 
which city, on the divifion of the land ainongft 
the tribes, was given to him by the Ifraelites, as 
an acknowledgment for the great fervices they 
had received from his adiminittration ]. 

Much about the fame time died Eleazar, the 
high-prieft, who was likewife buried in one of 
the hills of Ephraim, which had been g!ven him 
by the Ifraelites, and which afterwards defcended 
to Phineas, his fon, and fucceffor in the priefthood. 

Thefe two funerals, fo near the fame time and 
place, reminded the Uraelites of the bones of 
Jofeph, which, at his requeft, had been brought. 
out of Egypt, but not yet interred. They 
therefore took this Opportunity of performing; 
the funeral obfequies of their great progenitor 
in Shechem, where Jacob had purchafed a piece 
of ground of the fons of Hamor, and which 
afterwards became the inheritance of! Jofeph’s 
potterity. 
ee 
** fatigable in war; and in times of peace conduéted him. 


** felf in fuch a manner as to acquire the univerfal goal. 
sé i reach 7 ‘ ” 
will and affections of the people. 
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II. 


The government of the Ifraelites is placed in the hands of the tribe of Fudsh, who is afified by that 


of Simeon. Their fuccefs over the Canaanites. 


ple become difobedient, for which they are feverely reproved by the angel. 
The particular idolatry of the Danites. 


and are deprived of the Divine affiftance. 


The other tribes alfo prove victorious. The pto- 
They fail into idolatry s 
The Benjamites 


mal-treat the wife of a Levite, which produces a war between them and the other tribes.. The 
Benjamites are defeated and the greater part of them killed, after which a peace is made, and thefe 


who efcaped reftored to their former privileges. 
Moab, who is affafinated, and bis people totally deftroyed. 
Sifera is treacheroufly affafinated, on which wccafion Deborah com- 


the general of Fabin’s forces. 
pofes a fong of triumph. 


were, for fome time, at a lofs how to proceed 
for want of a proper commander*. At length, 
reflecting on the advice given them by their de- 
ceafed leader, and warned by the dreadful pu- 
nifhments that had been inflicted on their fore- 
fathers, in confequence of their difobedience, 
they refolved to repair to the Oracle at Shiloh, 
and there afk direétion of God relative to the 
profecution of the war. In confequence of 
this refolution the heads of the different tribes 
went to Shiloh, and received inftructions from 
God, that Judah, at the head of his tribe, 
fhould begin the renewal of the war, and that 
his endeavours fhould be crowned with fuccefs. 
Upon this the tribe of Judah invited that of 
Simeon to join them in the expedition, who 
readily affenting, they immediately prepared 
themiclves, and marched out againft the enemy. 

The Canaanites were at this time exceeding 
itrong, and receiving intimation of the inten- 
tions of the Hraelites, they gathered together a 
great army under the.command of Adonibezek, 
and encamped themfelves in the city of Bezek. 
Their principal expectations of not being de- 
feated were built on the lofs of Jofhua; but 
they toon found thertelves deceived ; for, when 
the two tribes of Hraelites attacked them, they 
fell on with fuch refolution that the Canaanites 
immediately gave way, and upwards of 10,000 
were killed on the field. Great numbers took 
to flight, but being clofely purtued few of 
them efcaped. Adonibezek, their leader, was 
taken captive, and being brought before the 
elders of the two tribes, they ordered his 
thumbs and great toes to be cut off, in like 
manner as he had done to no lefs than feventy 





* Afterthe death of Jofhna the Iiraelites were, for a long 
time, without any king or fovereign. Every tribe, being 
governed by its elders, chefe its own commanders for war, 
who, by depiees, fubdued the reit of the inhabitants of the 
country, either by deilioying or making them tributaries. 
The neighbouring king: of the Canaanites made war on, 
and fometimes fukducd, the Hraelites; but God, from time 
to time, raifed fome perions who delivered them from their 
oppreffors. in acknowledgement for which benefits the 
people not only appointed them as commander: of their 

A 


S Jofhua had not appointed any perfon to 
fucceed him in the government of the 
people, and management of the war againft 
the Canaanites, fo on his death, the Ifraelites 


The Ifraclites become tributary to the king of 
Deborah and Barak conquer Sifera, 


little kings or princes; fo that the fimilicude 
of punihhment made the tyrant refleét on his 
own cruel difpofition, and acknowledge the 
juftice of God in what he had brought upon 
him. After infliting the punifhment on Ado- 
nibezek, they fent him prifoner to the city of 
Jebus+ (or Jerufalem) which had been before 
taken by the Ifraelites, the. inhabitants put to 
the fword, and the city burnt; where, after 
languifhing fome time, he died. 

Having thus fubdued the inhabitants of Be- 
zek and feveral adjoining places, the Ifraelites 
next marched to Fiebron, of which they made 
themfelves mafters without the leaft refiftance. 
From hence they proceeded to Debir, which 
was part of Caleb’s allotment, though at that 
time in poffeffion of the Canaanites. Caleb 
(who, in all probability, was general in thefe 
wars) being refolved to ftorm the place; made 
proclamation in the camp, that whoever fhould 
attack and carry it fhould have his daughter 
Achfah as a reward for his valour, Animated 
by this offer, the brave and gallant Othniel 
(nephew to Caleb and fon to his younger brother 
Kenaz) undertook the tafk, fucceeded in the 
attempt, and obtained the beauteous damfel for 
his wife. But Achfah, not thinking herfelf a 
fufficient reward in return for the great feats 
performed by her valiant hero, perfuaded him 
to afk her father for a field, or parcel of land, 
that was remarkable for the richnefs and fertility 
of its foil, as well as the great convenience of 
its being plentifully fupplied with water. Orh- 
niel, thinking his fervices alreadily fufficiently 
paid, was backward in complying with this 
requeft ; upon which Achfah undertook the 
tafk herfelf. She firft afked her father for his 
bleffing, and then addreffed herfelf to him in 
words to this effect: ‘ Thou haft (faid the) 
‘ already given me a pleafant eftate in the 

© fouth 





troops, but alfo as their judges, or fupreme magiftrates ; and 
from thefe circumftances this part of the Hiltory is, in the 
Sacred Writings, called the Boot of Fudges. 

+ Jebus was one of the mot antient cities in the world 3 
and Jofephus fays, that it was the refidence of Melchizedec, 
to whom Abraham paid tythes. Itis, in the Book of Judges, 
called Jerufalem, but it did not acquire this name till'a long 
time after it was taken and burnt by the Ifraelites.” In the 
courfe of time it was rebuilt, called. Jéerufalem, and made 
the metropolis of the whole kingdom. 


Cuar. II. 


«« fouth part of the country; but it is hot and 
*¢ dry, and likely to prove barren: give me; 
s¢ therefore, I pray thee, this parcel of land 
«« which is good and well watered.”” The ge- 
nerous parent granted his daughter’s requeft,; by 
which fhe was not only furnifhed, through this 
incident, with a hufband, but likewife obtained 
a. confiderable addition to her former poffeffions. 

Thus did the tribe of Simeon affift that of 
Judah to fubdue the mountainous parts of the 
country towards Jebus (or Jerufalem) as alfo 
the fouthern parts adjoining to the wildernefs of 
Paran, in the courfe of which they totally ex- 
tirpated the gigantic race of Anak. In return 
for this the tribe of Judah affifted that of Simeon 
to take Gaza, Afkelon, Ekron, and Zephath 
(the latter of which was at that time called 
Hormah ;) all which places, in after-times, came 
into their poffeffion. All thefe were the moun- 
tainous parts of the country; but the inhabitants 
of the vallies kept their ground, being a hardy 
people, and well provided with all kinds of war- 
like ammunition, particularly chariots made of 
iron, 

While the united tribes of Judah.and Simeon 
were reducing the Canaanites in the mountains, 
the tribe of Ephraim determined to lay fiege to 
the city of Bethel. For this purpofe they fent 
two fpies to take a view of the fituation of the 
place, and to bring intelligence which was the 
moft likely part to begin the attack. The two 
fpies, meeting a man at fome diftance from the 
city, immediately feized him, but promifed to 
fpare his life, together with thofe of his family, 
on condition that he would give them the beft 
information he could which way the town was beft 
approachable. The man, to fave his life, did as 
he was requefted ; and by his information they 
fucceeded fo well that, fending for their forces, 
they entered the place, and, except the rman who 
gave them the intelligence, together with his 
family, put all the inhabitants to the fword. 

The other tribes, except that of Dan, had great 
fuccefs in all their undertakings, making them- 
felves mafters of many capital places before 
poffeffed by the Canaanites. The tribe of Dan 
was compelled to quit the plains for fear of the 
Amorites, who were very fuperior in point of 
ftrength, and to retire into the mountainous 
parts of the country. 

The fuccefs which attended thofe tribes that 


fought againft the Canaanites was productive of | 


fome dilagreeable circumftances, owing to the 
impropriety of their conduct in the profecution 
of the war. They were far from making a 
proper ule of their conquefts, for, either. through 
a mifplaced lenity, or covetoufnefs, inftead of 
deftroying the Canaanites whom they conquered 
(as they had been commanded) they fuffered 
them to live promifcuoufly among them, and 
contented themfelves with making them tribu- 
tary. This difobedience and negleét highly of- 
fended the Almighty, who, to make them fenfible 
of their folly, was pleafed to fend an angel from 
Gilgal to expoftulate with them on their conduct; 
to remind them of the favours which he had 
vouchfafed them, in delivering them out of E- 
gypt, and bringing them into that happy land ; 
of his ‘punctual performance of all the promifes 
he had made them, and of their bafe ingraticude 


From the Deatu of Mosks, fo the building of So.dmon’s TEMPLE. 


img 
in rejecting his precepts, for which he had very 
juftly withdrawn from them his Divine pro- 
tection, 

- This -fevere chaftifement from the angel fent 
by God made a deep impreffion on the minds of 
the Ifraelites, who, confcious of their tranf- 
greffion, fell-into a general lamentation; and, 
deploring the wretchednefs of their conditions 
offered facrifices to God, in order to appeafe his 
wrath, and again reftore themfelves to his fa- 
vour. In remembrance of this circumftance they 
called the place where the angel appeared to 
them, Bocherm, which, in the Hebtew anguage, 
fignifies weeping or affliffion. 

Though the Ifraelites had received fuch chaf- 
tifement from the angel for their tranfgreffions, 
and had teftified their forrow on the occafion, yet 
it availed but little, for, inftead of amending, 
they foon grew much worfe, and gave themfelves - 
up to all kinds of d#fipation. ‘They increafed 
their correfpondence with the Canaanites, indul- 
ged themfelves in their loofe converfation, and 
made intermarriages with them. Jofhua had, 
juft before his death, particularly warned them 
of the danger they would fall into fhould they 
make themfelves familiar with the nations whom 
God had doomed to deftruétion; and above all, 
laid a moft ftriét charge on them to be careful 
that they did not marry with them, well know- 
ing that if they did it would naturally lead 
them into idolatry. But though they knew all 
this, yet they paid no attention to it, and the 
confequences were as Jofhua had predicted ; 
for they fell into the greateft idolatry, wor- 
fhipping Baal and Adghtaroth, with other idols 
of the heathens. 

‘Thefe aggravated offences fo difpleafed the 
Almighty, that, for fome time, he left them 
to themfelves; the confequence of which was 
that (for want of the Divine proteétion) they 
made fo weak a defence, that they were often 
taken and enflaved by their enemies. 

The firft oppreffor the Ifraelites met with, 
after having ‘loft the favour and affiftance of 
God, was Chufhan-rifhathaim, king of Mefo- 
potamia, who, having invaded the territories of 


| the Ifraelites, and made an eafy conquett, impo- 


fed a tribute on them which lafted for eight 
years, 

During this time of fervitude the Ifraelites 
coming to a proper fenfe and acknowledgment 
of their tanfgreflions, implored the Lord to re- 
lieve them, who was pleafed to comply with 
their requeit. He raifed up a deliverer for 
them in the perfon of the brave Othnicl, Caleb's 
fon-in-law, who, in recompence for his valour, 
had obtained his daughter in marriage. This 
hero, being divinely infpired, took up arms, and 
marched againft the king of Mefopotamia, whom. 
he foon defeated, relieved the Ifraclites, and 
fettled them in a ftate of peace and tranquillity 
for forty years. During the whole of this time 
-Othniel governed the people, and was the firft 
of thofe whom the Scripture calls Judges. 

But during this fpace of time the [fraelites, 
poffeffing an uninterrupted enjoyment under the 
mild government of Orhniel, ran into a variety 
of abjurd extravagancies. They forgot the 
former favours and benefits God had bettowed 
on them, and fell into a general apoftacy and 

corruption 
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é6rruption of manners, of which the two follow- 
ing are very fingular, though melancholy in- 
{tances f. : 
: In Mount Ephraim lived a man named Mi- 
cah, whofe mother, having given herfelf over to 
idolatry, had, by a miftaken zeal, fecreted a fum 
of money, for the purpofe of purchafing, or cau- 
fing to be-made, an idol of worfhip. Her fon 
Micah finding the money, and not knowing to 
what ufe his mother had devoted it, took it for 
himfelf.. The mother, miffing the money, and 
not.fufpecting her fon, did, in his prefence, 
curfe the thief; which fo frightened Micah 
that he confeffed the fact, and immediately 
reftored it, being in all eleven hundred fhekels 
of filver, 

The mother, having received the money again, 
gave two hundred fhekels to her fon, defiring 
him either to procure, or make with it, an idol. 
The fon (who was a ftrong idolater and had 
made images for his own ule, together with an 
ephod and feraphim) readily fet about the tafk, 
and having finifhed it to the fatisfaction of his 
mother, placed it among his own idols which 
were fixed in a private apartment he had af- 
figned for that purpofe ; and to fuch lengths 
did the force of his idolatry carry him, that 
for want of a Levite, he appointed one of his 
fons to officiate as pricft. ; 

it happened, a fhort time after this, that a 
certain young Levite of Bethlehem-Judah, tra- 
velling from thence to feek a better fettlement, 
called at Micah’s houfe, and, being greatly 
fatigued with his journey, begged refrefhment, 
and that he would permit him, for that night, 
to lodge in his houfe. As foon as Mica. un- 
derftood that his ftrange vifitor was a Levite, 
he entertained him with the greateft hofpitality, 
and ftrongly invited him to continue in his houfe 
in the character of a prieft, offering at the fame 
time, to give him ten fhekels a year, his diet, 
and two fuits of apparel, one for common ule, 
and the other to officiate in. The Levite, ap- 
proving of thefe terms, agreed with Micah, to 
the great fatisfaction of his new matter, who 
vainly imagined that as he had now got a Levite 
to be his pricft, all furure endeavours would in- 
fallibly be crowned with fuccefs. 

About this time the tribe of Dan (who, as we 
have already obferved,were pent up in the moun- 
tainous parts of the country) finding thetr terri- 
tories much too fmall, fent out of their body five 
{pies to furvey the country, and bring them in- 
telligence what part was moft likely for them to 
extend their boundaries. Thefe fpies, in their 
journey, called at Micah’s houte, where they 
were kindly entertained, and knowing the young 
Levite by his voice, they afked him how he 
came thither, and what was his bufinefs? The 
Levite informed them of the whole agreement 


he had made with Micah, and that he was be- | 


come his prieft; upon which the fpies begged 








t Thefe two ftories are related in the xvii, xviii. and xixth 
chiptcrs of Judges, and being fo placed they may feem to be- 


long to the latter part of the hiftory of that book ; but, in. 


the opinion of the learned, they were certainly tranfacted 
about the time they are here introduced, namely, between 
the death of Jothua and the appointment of the firft judge. 
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him to afk counfel of God what fuccefs they 
might promifé themfelves ih the enterprize upon’ 
which they were going. Encouraged by what 
the Levite told them, they purfued their journey 
till they came to Laifh, where, obferving che 
people to live'very fecure and carelefs, without 
any fort of difcipline or government, they con- 
cluded it would be no difficult matter to conquer 
them, and take poffeffion of the place. And 
with this report they returned to their brethren, 
giving them at the fame time an account of the 
nature of the country, which was not only ex- 
ceeding pleafant, but abounded with all the ne- 
ceffaries of life. 

The Danites, determined to avail themfelves 
of this opportunity, feleéted a party of fix hun- 
dred men, and fent them with all expedition to 
make themfelves mafters of the -city of Laith. 
Marching through Mount E,phraim, they came 
in their way to Micah’s houfe, where, making a 
halt, the five fpies, who were guides to this 
party, and had been: there before, told the reft, 
that there were in that houfe an Ephod and Fe- 
raphim, together with’a graven and molten 
image; and defired them to confider, whether 
they had beft tarry there to afk counfel of the 
Lord concerning the fuccefs of the enterprize, 
or take the Ephod and images with them to 
confult on all future occafions. ‘Vhe lJaft was 
confidered as the moft expedient, upon which 
the five fpies, leaving the party, went into the 
houfe of Micah, who happening not to be at 
home, gave them the more convenient oppor- 
tunity of carrying their intended defign into 
execution. After faluting the Levite they pre- 
vailed on him to go and converfe with the Da-~ 
nites, during which time they plundered the 
houfe of the Ephod, the Teraphim, and the 
images, all which they carried to their brethren 
who were waiting their return. As foon as the 
Levite faw the images and prieftly regalia he 
was ftruck with amazement, and haftily afked 
what they meant by having plundered the houle 
of fuch valuable and facred articles. The fpies 
told him to be filent, and confider whether it 
was not better for him ro be prieft to a whole 
tribe of Hrael than to a fingle family. This 
advantageous offer was readily accepted by the 
Levite, who willingly joining the party, they 
proceeded on their journey towards Laith. 

When Micah returned home, and found that 
he had not only loft his idols, bur alfo his prielt, 
he was greatly enraged, and mouftering together 
as many: of his friends as he could, fet out in 
purfuit of the Danites. After travelling fome 
way they came up with them, and making a 
dreadful outcry, fome of the Danite foldiers in 
the rear facing about, afked the caule of it, and 
were anfwered by Micah, that they had robbed 
him. he Danites advifed him to be filent, 
left, by prevoking the reft of the party, it fhould 
coft them their lives. Micah, knowing himfelf 

to 
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The reafon why Samue), or whoever was the author of the 
Book of Judges, places them towards the clofe of-it is, 
becaufe he was not willing to interrupt the thread of his 
hiftory by intermixing thefe matters with it, but referved 
them to be related apart by themfglves, — 
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to be over-matched, was obliged. to put up 
with the injury, and-to return home without 
either his idols or his prieft. ove 

' The Danites profecuted their march towards 
Laifh, whither on the third day they arrived, 
and finding it (as the fpies had informed them) 
unguarded, they immediately entered it, burnt 
the city, deftroyed the inhabitants, and took 
poffeffion of the adjoining country. In the 
courfe of a fhort time they rebuilt the city, 
which, after the name of their father, they called 
Dan. Here they fat up the images which they 
had ftolen from Micah, and made the Levite 
(whofe name was Jonathan) their prieft. In 
this ftate of idolatrous worfhip did the Danites 
continue till the Ark of God was taken by the 
Philiftines in the days of Samuel, which was a 
{pace of about three hundred years. 

As this ftory is an evincing proof of the 
apoftacy of the people, fo is the following no 
lefs fo of their immorality, and fhews, that where 
riot and diffipation take place, every moral duty 
is totally annihilated. 

In Mount Ephraim was a certain Levite, who 
took to himfelf a concubine of the city of Beth- 
tehem, belonging to the tribe of Judah. This 
woman, being of a lafcivious difpofition, affoci- 
ated with other men, and foon taking a difguft 
to her hufband, left him, and went to her father, 
with whom fhe continued four months. The 
Levite bore her abfence for this time with great 
patience, but wifhing to forget the injury fhe had 
done him, and defirous of again poffeffing her, 
he at length refolved to go to her father’s, and 
bring her home, taking with him for the purpofe 
a fervant and two affes. 

When the Levite arrived at his father-in-law’s 
houfe, he received him with the greateft ten- 
dernefs, and a reconciliation was formed between 
him and his concubine. to che fatisfaction of all 
parties. After being entertained with the greateft 
friendfhip and hofpitality for three days, the 
Levite was defirous of departing, but from the 
great importunity of his father-in-law he was 
prevailed on to ftay till the afternoon of the fifth 
day, when he took his leave, and fet out with his 
concubine and fervant for their own home. 

On their arrival at Jebus (aftewards called 
Jerufalem) the day was far fpent, and the fer- 
vant being apprehenfive of danger fhould they 
proceed any farther that night, advifed his maf- 
ter to ftop there till the next day. But the 
place, not being fully poffeffed and inhabited by 
Ifraelites, the Levite refufed taking his fervant’s 
advice, and deterimined to profecute his journey 
as far as Gibeah. Hither they arrived about 
fun-fet, which they had no fooner done than they. 
fat themfelves down in the ftreet, as the cuftom 
of travellers then was, in expectation that fome 
perfon or other would invite them to their houfe, 
and for that night fupply them with neceffary re- 


trefhments, 





§ The laws of hofpitality were, in antient times, held 
exceeding facred ; but the men of Gibeah, as they were 
grofsly abandaned in vice, fo were they wholly defective in 
this vireue, fuffering thefe.travellers to remain in the ftreets 


without ‘any invitation; which, at length, they received’ 
from a poor man, who was himielf only a fojourner amongft | 
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After waiting fome time without finding their 
a Sarum anfwered, they were at length ac- 
coited by a very antient working man belonging 
to the tribe of Ephraim, who afked them from 
whence they came, and whither they were going? 
The Levite told him, and at the fame time com- 
plained of the irtivility of the people; no one 
having inyited him to a lodging, though he 
had provifions with him not only for himfelf and 
family but likewife for his affes §. 
’ The old man, bejng naturally of a very tender 
and hofpitable difpofition, invited them to his 
houfe, where he furnifhed them with every kind 
of refrefhment his fituation would admit; While 
they were regaling themfelves at fupper, a num- 
ber of abandoned young men belonging to the 
city befet the houfe, and infifted that the ftran- 
ger fhould be delivered up tothem. The old 
man, anxious for the fafety of his gueft, expof- 
tulated with them on the impropriety of their 
conduct, and earneftly entreated them not to 
proceed to any acts of violence. But_all his 
remonftrances were in vain: they infitted on his 
complying with their requeft, to avoid which the 
old man offered them his daughter. This, how- 
ever, not fatisfying them, it was at length agreed 
to deliver to them the Levite’s concubine,which 
being done, they took her away to their own 
quarters, and after keeping her the whole night, 
and treating her with every degree of indecency, 
they difmiffed her. 

The woman immediately returned to the old 
man’s houfe, loaded with fuch confufion, be- 


_tween fhame and indignation, that as foon as 


fhe arrived at the place, her {pirits were fo af- 


fected, that fhe had not power to fpeak, but im- - 


mediately fell on the ground, and died. 

When the Levite her hufband firft faw her he 
knew not that fhe was dead, and afked her to 
arife that they might proceed'on their journey. 
But when he difcovered his miftake, and found 


that fhe was abfolutely dead, he was greatly 
‘alarmed, and for fome time knew not how to. 
proceed. At length, recovering a little from his 


furprize, he placed the body of the deceafed on. 
one of the affes, and,. after acknowledging his 
obligations to the old man, for. the civility with 
which he had treated him, took his leave and 
departed. 

As foon as the Levite arrived at his own 
houfe, he divided the body of the dead woman 


' into twelve parts, and fent one to each of the 


tribes, with a proper relation by the refpective 
meffengers, of every particular that had attended 


‘this cruel and unprecedented tranfaction. 


When the feveral tribes had inveftigated the 
heinoufnefs of this action among themfelves, 
they were fired with indignation, and the prin- 
cipals of each tribe immediately affembled to- 
gether at Mifpah, near Shiloh, where, fend- 
ing for the Levite, and hearing from him a. 
particular ftate of the whole tranfaction, they. 
determined 





It muft be remembered that then, as well as at pre- 
fent,. there were no fuch things as inns in thefe countries, . {0 
that travellers ufually took with them (efpecially on long 
journies)-not only provifions for themfelves, but likewile’ 
their beafts. 
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determined unanimoufly to lay fiege to Gibeah, 
and punifh fuch daring offenders. This defign 
would have been immediately put in execution, 
had it not been for the interpofition of fome 
of the elders, who propor: that proper per- 
fons fhould be appointed to go to the principal 
people of Gibeah, and firft demand of them the 
perions of thofe who had been guilty of fuch 
violence. If they readily delivered them up, 
they might punifh them at difcretion ; but if 
they refufed, they had then an undoubted right 
to do themfelves juftice by force of arms. 

This advice being cordially received by the 
people, the meffengers appointed went to Gibeah, 
and demanded the perfons who had committed fo 
flagrant a violence on the Levite’s concubine. The 
inhabitants of Gibeah abfolutely refufed to deli- 
ver them up: they intimated that they wanted 
neither courage, fkill, or numbers, and that they 
were determined to ftand by each other in the 
caufe of a common defence. 

When the meffengers returned with this an- 
fwer, the Ifraelites were fo enraged, that they all 
took an oath not to intermarry with any of the 
tribe of Benjamin; and it was refolved that a 
war fhould be carried on againft them with the 
urmoft vigour; but, previous to the marching 
of their forces, they confulted the Divine Ora- 
cle, not whether they fhould abide by their own 
refolutions, but only which of the tribes fhould 
lead the van. This ftep was very oppofite to 
what they had before taken upon fuch emer- 
gencies, and arofe from the over-confidence they 
had of their own ftrength, and the infignificancy 
with which they looked upon that of the Benja- 
mites. The anfwer, however, they received 
was, that the van fhould be led by the tribe of 
Judah. - 

In confequence of this the [fraelites took the 

field with an army of 400,000 men, That of 
the Benjamites confifted of 26,000, befides 700 
flingers, who were particularly diftinguifhed for 
their abilities as markfmen. 
. The two armies met near Gibeah, when a 
dreadful encounter immediately took place, in 
which, 22,000 of the Hraelites were flain, and 
night parting them, the Benjamites retired in 
triumph to their city, having, in the action, 
fuftained a very trifling lofs. 

This unexpected difafter made the Ifraelites 
fenfible of their negligence in not enquiring of 
God whether they fhould or not undertake the 
war. Wherefore, bewailing themfelves of their 
misfortune, they again afked counfel of the Lord, 
who told them to go up againft their brethren, 
but at the fame time did not promife them any 
fuccefs. 

The heedlefs Ifraclites, taking this for an af- 
furance of victory, drew up their army the next 
morning before Gibeah, and again offered the 
Benjamites battle. Elated with their former fuc- 
cefs, the latter made a bold fally on the Ifra-~ 
elites, and that with fuch fuccefs, that 18,000 
more of them were flain on the fpot. 





|| This was the fame Phineas who had fignalized his zeal.” 


for the glory of God on a former occafion. See page 100. 
Had this war been after the death of Samfon (as placed in 
the Book of Judges) Phineas muft have been upwards of 300 
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Boox II. 
This fecond defeat fo intimidated ‘the Iffrae- 
lites, that they broke up their camp, and. wen 
to Shiloh, where at this time ‘was the Aik ‘o 
the Covenant of God. On their arrival ther 
they {pent the whole day in weeping and faft- 
ing, and offered burnt-offerings and peace- 
offerings to the Lord. After having thus re- 
gularly proceeded in their. humiliation, they 
again enquired of God, whether they fhould 
make another attack on the Benjamites, or not. 
‘They were anfwered; by the mouth of Phingas J 
the prieft, that they fhould, and that their én- 
deavours fhould be crowned with fuccefs. 
Encouraged by this intelligence, the Ifraelites 
prepared themfelves a third time for attackin; 
the Benjamites. To make their victory fill 
more fecure, it was refolved to place an ambuf-— 
cade in a private fpot near Gibeah, that when 
the battle was commenced, the main body’ of 
the Ifraelites, by feigning a flight, and thereby 
drawing the Benjamites from the city, thofe that 
laid in ambufcade fhould, by a fignal. given, 
immediately feize it, fet ic on fire, and’ deftroy 
all the inhabitants. , 
This plan being concerted, the ambufcaders 
fixed themfelves on the fpot allotted in the 
evening preceding the day on which they in- 
tended making the attack, Early the next 
morning ten thoufand choice troops of the Ifra- 
clites appeared before Gibeah, who were no fooner 
feen by the Benjamites than (not doubting a 
repetition of their former fuccefs) they imme- 
diately fallied out of the place, and falling on 
the Ifraelites, killed about thirty. The Ifraelites 
now gave way and retreated, which being con- 
fidered by the Benjamites as a mark of timidity, 
they eagerly followed. As foon as the army of 
the Ifraelites thought they had got that of the 
Benjamites at a proper diftance from the city, 
they gave the fignal that had been agreed on to 
the ambufcaders, who immediately éhtered the 
place, fet it on fire, and put all the people to 


| the fword. 


When the main body of the Liraelites faw this, 
they fuddenly faced about,. and charged ‘the 
Benjamites with fuch fury that they were thrown 
into the utmoft confufion, and began to think 
of faving themfelves by retreating to their city. 
But when they beheld it in flames, they were 
driven to defpair, and the only alternative was, 
either to fubmit to the mercy of the Ifraelites, 
ight. 
They determined on the fatter, and haftened 
with the greateft precipitation to the wildernefs. 
But this, inftead of.aftording them fafety produ- 
ced their deftruction; for being hemmed in 
between the main army, who purfued them, on 
one fide, and the ambufcaders on the other, they. 
were eafily overcome, and the whole body put. 
to the fword. . 


_ . The number of Benjamites flain in the action. 


and purfuit on this day amounted to 25,000, 
which was the whole of the tribe except 600, 
who happened to make their efeape, and . 

. themfelves 





years old ; but, as we have before remarked, its epocha was: 
certainly between the death ef Jofhua, and the appointment 
of the firft judge. 


Caap II, 
themfelves in a fortrefs or rock called Rimmon, 
fituate in a remote part of the wildernefs. The 
ffraclites not only deftroyed the people, but like- 
wife their cattle, and every thing of property 
that fell in their way—Such were the dreadfut 
confequences that took place from the obftinac 
of the Benjamites, in not delivering up thofe 
who had committed fo flagrant a violation on the 
perfon of the Levite’s concubine. 

When the Hraelites began to reflect on the 
feverity with which they had treated the Benja- 
mites, and that the whole tribe were, in a man- 
ner, cut off from the main body, they repented 
of what they had done, and the more fo, be- 
caufe, at the beginning of the war, they had all 
taken a rafh oath not to marry their daughters to 
any of the Benjamites. Unhappy from this 
reflection they repaired to the tabernacle where 
the Ark of the Covenant was, and mourned the 
whole day, crying out, O Lord, why is this come 
to pafs, that there fhould this day be one tribe want- 
ing in Ifrael? And the next morning they arofe 
early, built an altar, and offered on it facrifices 
to the Lord. 

Having done this, their next confideration 
was, how to recruit the tribe, which was, by 
themfelves, almoft rendered extinét. The oath 
they had taken not to marry their daughters a- 
mong them could not be violated; and though 
there were 600 men of the Benjamites re- 
maining, yet, without they were fupplied with 


wives, the whole muft, in time, be totally ex-. 


tirpated. To remove this evil, and accomplifh 


their wifhes,théy at length bethought themfelves | 


of the following expedient. 

When the war firft broke out they had bound 
themfelves by oath, to put all to the fword, who 
would not join them in the common caufe againft 
the Benjamites ; and finding, on examination, 
that the people of Jabefh-Gilead had neglected 
to come, they difpatched 12000 men, with orders 
to put man, woman and child to the fword, ex- 


cept fuch virgins as were marriageable, whom 


they intended to give to the remaining Benja- 
mites for wives. 

The troops, having obeyed their orders on the 
people of Jabefh-Gilead, brought away with 


them four hundred virgins to the Ifraelttes,. 
who immediately difpatched meffengers to the. 


rock of Rimmon, to treat with the Benjamites, 
by offering them peace, and inviting them to 
return to the camp. 

The poor Benjamites readily embraced _ the 
offer, and on their arrival at the camp, the Ifra- 
elites gave them the Gileadite virgins for wives ; 


but as the Benjamites were fix hundred in num-: 


ber, there was not one for each man, and there- 
fore, to. fupply this deficiency, they thought of 
another expedient, which was this: 

Once every year there was a feftival held at 
Shiloh, whither the young women of the coun- 
try ufed conftantly to come and dance. The 
{fraelites, therefore, told thofe of the Benjamites 
who wanted. wives, that they might, at this time, 
repair to thé place, and, concealing themfelves 
in the vineyards, feize on the young women. as 
they came out to dance, and carry them off to 
their: own habitations. Bebold, faid they, if 
the daughtérs of Sbilob come out to dance, then 
come ye out of the vineyards, and catch you every 
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man bis wife of the daughters of Shiloh; and go to 
the land cf Brajamin: ind it foall be, when their 
fathers or their brethren come unto us to complain, 
that we will fay unto them; Be favourable unto 
them for our fakes; becaufe we reforved ot to eamb 
man bis wife in thewar. 

The Benjamites paid a {trict attention to thefe 
inftruétions, and, watching their opportunity, 
took every one a damiel away with them; fo 
thar, haying, by thefe means, gor themfelves 
wives, they fettled again in their own country, 
and, in the courfe of time, fo increafed, as to 
be little inferior, either in number or wealth, to 
their former fituation. 


The civil and inteftine quarrels among the 
tribes being adjufted, the Ifraelites. enjoyed a 
perfect ftate of tranquillity during the whole 
time of their being under the government of 
Othniel. But, after his death, wanting a leader, 
they returned again to a diffolute way of living, 
neither paying refpect to the laws eftablifhed by 
Mofes, or their duty to God. This confe- 

uently produced confufion in their public af- 
airs, which being taken notice of by Eglon, 
king of the Moabites, he marched againft them 
with a confiderable army. Several battles took 
place, in all which the Ifraelites were worited, 
and their army being at length totally fubdued, 
they became tributary to their conquerer, who 
erected a palace at Jericho, and kept them in 
the moft abject ftate for the fpace of eighteen 
years, 

At the expiration of this time the Ifraelites 
being thoroughly fenfible of their mifery, and 


j earneftly defirous of fhaking it off, addreffed 


themfelves, in the moft folemn manner, to God, 
befeeching him to’ releafe them from the oppref- 
fion under which they. had fo long laboured. 
The Almighty was pleafed to liften to their 
prayers, and to raife them up a deliverer in the 
perfon of Ehud, the fon of Gera, of the tribe 
‘of Benjamin. 

Ehud was a wife, politic and enterprizing 
man, and having obferved the weaknefs of the 
IfrAelites from their eighteen years flavery, and 


-how unable they were, by open war, to attempe 


any thing again{ft their oppreffors, he laid a 
fcheme for taking off Eglon privately, knowing 
it would be much eafier to deal with the Moa- 
bites when they fhould be in confufion for wanr 
of a leader, than while they were headed by their 


king. 


. During the fubjeétion of the Ifraelites under 
Eglon, it was the cuftom every year to fend a 
prefent or tribute to him, and for that year ir 
happened that Ehud was appointed to go with 
it. He was a-left-handed man, and being re- 
folved to take this opportunity of either freejng 
his brethren from their opprefiion, or perifhing 
in the atrempt, he provided himfelf with adag- 
ger, which he concealed on his right fide, hav- 
ing the greateft ftrength in his left arm, and 
thus proceeded, attended by two fervants, with 
the prefent to the king. 

On his arrival atthe palace he was immediately 
admitted into the pecrenee of Eglon, to whom 
he gave the prefent fent by the whole body of 
the Ifraelites ; having done which he told the 
king he had a matter to relate to him that de- 

imanded 
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manded the utmoft privacy. On this the king 
bade him,be filent ull the company was gone, 
who ‘being at length withdrawn, he retired with 
Ehud into a private apartment. As foon as the 
king’ had feated himfelf he afked Ehud the ria- 
ture of his bufinefs, who replied he had a mef- 
fage from God. Surprifed at this intelligence, 
and anxious to hear the contents of the meflage; 
Eglon fuddenly arofe from his feat, when Ehud 
taking advantage of the pofition in which he 
ftood, drew the dagger from his fide and plunged 
it into his heart. ‘The force with which he gave 
the blow was fo great that not only the blade 
but alfo the haft entered the body of the king, 
who being a very corpulent man, the fat of his 
belly fo clofed over the dagger that he could not 
draw it out. 

When Ehud found the king was dead, he left 
him wallowing in his blood, and, fhutting the 
door after him, made his efcape, unobferved 
by any of the king’s attendants. 

Tt was fome time after Ehud’s departure from 
the palace before the death of the king was known, 
which of courfe gave Ehud the fairer opportunity 
of making an effectual efcape. From the king’s 
long ftay the fervants fuppofed he had retired to 
reft; and were therefore unwilling to difturb him; 
but at length their patience being worn out, and 
fearing that fomething particular might be the 
occafion of his long ftay, they ventured to open 
the door of his apartment, where, to their great 
aftonifhment, they found him dead and wallow- 
ing in his gore. 

In the mean time Ehud arrived fafe at Mount 
Ephraim, where, affembling the people by found 
of trumpet, he related to them the particulars 
of all that had paffed, and told them to prepare 
themfelves for war, and follow him; ‘“ for, faid 
he, God hath delivered your enemies the Moa- 
bites into our hands.” 

The Ifraelites readily obeyed the command 
of Ehud, and, as a neceffary preparation to their 
intended undertaking, fecured all the pafles from 
Moab towards the river Jordan. Having done 
this, they marched with all expedition to Je- 
richo, and while the people were in the utmett 


confufion on account of the death of their king, | 


they fuddenly fell upon them, when great num- 
bers were killed on the fpot, and thofe who at- 
tempted to fly fhared the fame fate, the whole 
amounting to ten thoufand men. Thus were the 
Tfraelites extricated out of the hands of the Moa- 
bites; and as Ehud was the principal inftigator 
of their deliverance, they apointed him their 





* Who this Shamgar was, or of what tribe we are not in- 
formed, though it is moft likely he belonged either to the 
tribe of Judah, Dan, or Ephraim, thofe being fituated the 
neareft to the borders of the Philiftines. From the great 
flaughter he made with a weapon to all appearance fo in- 
competent for the work, we may reafonably fuppofe that he 
was pofleffed of a Divine power, in like manner as Samfon 
was when he flew a thouland of his cnemies with the jaw- 
bone of an afs. ; 

+ Jabin was probably a general name for all the kings of 
this country, like that of Pharaoh among the Egyptians ; for 
the king of Hazor, whom Jofhua flew, was called by the 
fame name, See Jofhua xi. sake 

t Jofephus tells us, that Sifera was a great favourite with 
the king, ou account of the fervices he had done in reducing. 
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leader, which office he enjoyed, to the great fa. 
tisfaction of the people, for fourfcore years. 

About the fame time that Ehud relieved the 

Ifraclites in the eaftern part of the country, thofe 
in the weftern parts, who had been for fome time 
greatly molefted by the frequent incurfions of 
the Philiftines, were extricated from their trou- 
bles by one Shamgar *, the fon of Anath, aman - 
of the moft extraordinary ftrength and refolution. 
He engaged a body of the Philiftines himfelf with 
no other weapon than an ox-goad, and, notwith- 
ftanding their great power, flew no lefs than fix 
hundred, which fo terrified the reft of the Phi- 
liftines, that they defifted from any farther in- 
curfions on the territories of the Ifraelites, fo 
that for fome time they enjoyed a ftate of unin- 
terrupted tranquillity. 
_ After the death of Ehud, the Iifraelites, en- 
Joying the bleffings of eafe and plenty, forgot 
their former fervitude, and inftead of paying a 
proper refpect to their great deliverer and pro- 
tector, indulged themfelves in‘riot and diffipa- 
tion. As a punifhinent for thefe impieties the 
Almighty was pleafed to permit Jabin +, who at 
that time affimed the name of King of Canaan, 
and had fixed his imperial feat at Hazor, to con- 
quer them, and to opprefs them with the moft 
unbounded Aeverity, for the {pace of twenty 
years. 

_ Jabin had made Sifera ¢ (an old and expe- 
rienced foldier) general of his forces, who, be- 
fides having an abundance of other kinds of 
military ammunition, was provided with nine 
hundred armed chariots, and the troops under 
his command were a {trong people, and inured - 
to the fatigues of war. 

_ The Ifraelites having been thus feverely pu 
nifhed for their tranfgreffions by a fubjeétion to 
their moft cruel and inveterate foes for the fpace 
of twenty years, the Almighty was pleafed to in- 
terpofe in their behalf, and to procure their re- 
lealement by means they little expected. Itisto 
be fuppofed that at this time the Ifraelites, from 
the feverity of their fervitude, were fo degenc- 
rated and difpirited, that they could not make 
choice of a man fit to be invefted with fovereign 
authority ; for which reafon, in all probability, 
Deborah, a prophetefs §, the wife of Lapidoth, 
is faid to have judged Ifrael at that time. 

This prophetefs the Almighty was pleafed to 
make the inftrument of releafing the Ifraelites 
from the ftate of bondage under which they had 
fo long laboured. By the Divine direétion fhe 
fent for Barak, the fon of Abinoam, a brave 

young 





the Ifraelites, whom he worfted in feveral encounters, 
time after time, and would never give over the purfuit till 
he brought them at lait to be abfolute flaves and tributaries 
to his matter. 

§ The words prophet and prophete/s, in the Old Teftament, 
fometimes denote perfons endued with fp:cial, though: not 
miraculous, gifts or graces, for the better underftanding and 
explaining the word of God ; and of this fort were the fons 
of the prophets, or fuch as were brought up in the f{chools 
of the prophets. As, therefore, we read of no miraculous 
ation that Deborah did, fhe was, perhaps, only a woman 
of eminent holinefs, prudence and knowledge of the Holy- 
Scriptures, by which the was fingularly qualified to judge. 
the people ;.that is, to determine caufes and controvérfies 
among them, according to the word of God. 
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prince of the tribe of Naphtali, whom . 
fhe informed that it’ was' the pleafure of theLord : 
that he fhould get together ten thoufand men 
of the tribes of Naphtali and Zebultin, :and'lead . 


youn 


them towards Mount Tabor jl. '’ That he “might 
not be difcouraged at thefe orders,. fhe farther 


told him, that Sifera, the general of Jabin’s | 
forces, with his whole army and chariots, fhould ; 
fall into his hands, dnd that'the Cataanites'fhould : 


Sits 


be effectually fubdued. “~ 


Barak, confidering the inequality of their. 


forces, and the greatnefs of the enterprize, thought 
it neceflary to have the prophetefs with him, 
as it would not only encourage the men, but 
likewife be convenient for him to confult with 
her on any cafe of emergency. He''therefore 


told her, that if fhe would accompany him he | 


was willing to comply with her orders, but if 
not, he begged to relinquifh the undertaking. 


Deborah confented to accompany Barak, but | 


at the fame time pleafantly told him that, for his 


diffidence, he fhould not receive any honour | 


from the enterprize, for that Sifera, Jabin’s 
general, fhould fall into the hands of a woman. 

As Barak’s refidence was at Kadefh, he, ac- 
companied by Deborah, proceeded to that place, 
where, in a fhort time, he raifed ten thoufand 
volunteers from among the tribes of Zebulun and 
Naphtali; and with thefe they marched with 
all expedition to Mount Tabor. 

The appearance of fo confiderable a body of 
people, all under military difcipline, and who 
had been fo long in the moft abject ftate of fla- 
very, could not be long unnoticed by their op- 
preffors. Accordingly, information of it being 
given to Sifera, he inmmediately drew out his 
forces, and taking with him his nine hundred cha- 
riots, made hafty marches from Harofheth, the 
place of his refidence, paffed the river Kifhon *, 
and encamped at the foot of Mount Tabor, in 
hopes of cutting off Barak’s retreat. 

Barak was at firft greatly alarmed at the for- 
midable appearance of Sifera’s army, but his 
fears were removed by the intrepidity of Debo- 
rah, who advifed him not to wait till Sifera came 
up with him, but, early the next morning, to 
march his army down the hill, and immediately 
begin the attack, affuring him there was not the 
leaft doubt of his proving fuccefsful. 





|| This is a very remarkable mountain fituated in Galilee, 
near Kadefh, and in its neighbourhood were the territories 
at this time inhabited by the tribes of Zebulun, Iffachar 
and Naphtali. It received its name from its eminence, be- 
caufe it rifes up in the midft of a wide champaign country, 
called the Valley of Jezreel, on the Great Plain. Jofephus 
tells us, that the height of this mountain is thirty ftadia, and 
that on the top of it is a beautiful plain of twenty ftadia in 
circumference. By all which it appears how commodious a 


place it was to be the rendezvous of Barak’s forces, fince it . 


flood upon the confines of fo many different tribes, was not 
acceffible by the enemy’s horfes and chariots, and had on the 
top of it a fpacious plain, where he might coneeneyy 
marfhal and difcipline his army. Mr. Maundrell, in, his 
Travels, has given us the following very particular deferip- 
tion of this celebrated mountain: ‘* After a very laborious 
** afcent (fays he) which tcok up near an hour, we reached 
** the higheft part of the mountain. It has a plain area at 
the top, molt fertile and delightful, of an oval figure, 
extending about two furlongs in length and one in breadth. 
‘This area is enclofed with trees on all parts except the 
fouth. It was antiently environed with walls and trenches, 
and other fortifications, of which fome remains are ftill 
ii 
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--The Heb¢éw general followed the direétions of 
Debofah; ahd; eomirg down on the enemy be- 
fote they were aware, fe on them with fuch fury, 
that the-whole army were immediately thrown 
into the utmoft confufion: _Prodigiotis numbers 


were flain on the fpet, and fitch as fled, being 


clofely purfuied, fhared the fame fate; fo that 
the whole body of forces was entirely cut t@ 
pieces: es : 

' Sifera, ‘the gétieral, was the only perfon who 
efcaped the ‘fury of ‘the enraged Ifraelites during 
As foon as he difcovered his whole 
army to be broken and difperfed; he quitted 
his chariot, and fled with the utmoft precipita- 


‘tioti till hé came near' the tent of Jael, the wife 


of Heber the Kenite +, who no fooner faw him 
approach than fhe ran to meet him, and kindly 
invited him to fhelter himfelf in her tent. Sifera 
readily accepted this offer, not appreliending the 
leaft danger from a woman, whofe hufband was 
the friend and ally of his mafter. The heat and 
fatigue of the day had made him exceeding thirfty, 
and therefore he entreated Jael to give him alittle 
water ; ‘but inftead thereof fhe gave him as much 
milk as he defired. He then told Jael he would 
lay himfelf down to reft, and ftrictly charged 
her, if, in the mean time, any perfon fhould 
make enquiry after him, fhe would fecure his 
fafety by denying his being there, or having feen 
any thing of him. When Sifera had laid him- 
felf down to reft, Jael covered him over with a 
carpet, and paid a ftri€t attention to all His mo- 
tions. Being quite jaded with the fatigues of the 
day, it was not long before he fell into a found 
fleep, of which Jael embraced the opportunity 
of accomplifhing his deftru€tion, She took a long 
tent nail, and placing it to his temples as he lay 
on the ground, {truck it with a hammer fo for- 
cibly, that it pierced through his head, and 
pinned him to the ground. 

When Jael found that Sifera was dead, the left 
him, and went to the door of the tent, where 
fhe beheld Barak coming full fpeed in fearch of 
him. On his arrival fhe conducted him to the 
apartment where Sifera lay, and related to him 
the particulars of her having taken away the life 
of their moft inveterate enemy. 

This victory, with the fucceffes that followed 
it, put anend to the oppreffion of the Hraelites 

for 





“* vifible, From the top of the mount is a profpeét which 
‘© well rewards the labour of afcending it. It is impoffible 

for man’s eye to behold a higher gratification of this nature: 
‘* On the north-weft you fee at a diftance the Mediterranean 
** Sea, and all round you have the fpacious and beautiful 
plains of Galilee, which prefent you with views of many 


| ‘* places memorable for the refort and miracles of the for of 


‘© God. Atthe bottom of the mount, to the weit, is a {mall 
village called Deborah, fuppofed to have received its name 
‘© from the prophetefs Deborah.’” 

* This river has its fource in Mount Tabor, and pafling 
along the valley of Jezreel (now called the plain of Efdrae- 
lon) empties itfelf into the Mediterranean Sea, 

+ Thefe Kenites, though they were profelytes and wor. 
fhipped the true God according to the Mofaic law, yet he- 
ing ftrangers by birth, and therefore having no right or title 
to the Jand of Canaan, they held it beft policy, in thele 
troublefome times, to obferve a neutrality, and maintain 
peace, as well as they could, both with the Iftaelites and 
Canaanites. It was upon this footing that there was a peace 
between king Jabin and the family of Heber the Kenite ; 
and that gave confidence to Sifera in his dittrefsto fly to He- 
ber’s tent for protection. 

Th 


a 
a 


y22 


for forty years, and proved thé utter‘ruin of, the 


Canaanites in this part of the country f. .Jn j 


commemoration of fo. fingular: an event, the 


prophetefs Deborah compofed a triumphant fong, }j-. 


in which fhe magnifies the deliverance it- wrought, 


by accounting the many calamities which the } 


Ifraelites before laboured under ; acknowledges 
its proceeding from the fame Divine Being who 


defcended in great majefty to give the law on 


Mount Sinai; calls upon all, thofe, _who:partook 


of the benefits of it, to join'in the praifes of its } 


great Author; commends thofe tribes that came 
readily to the war, and upbraids all thofe who 
declined the fervice of their country. 

This fong is contained in the sth Chapter of 
the Book of Judges; and may be thus para- 
phrafed : 


Let Ifrael their Avenger’s glory raife, 

In lofty notes of everlafting praife ! 

Hear, O ye kings! attentive princes hear, 

A wond’rous fong that well deferves your ear. 

When Irael’s God from hoftile Edom came, 

With his own thunder arm’d, array’d in flame; 

Trembled the earth, as o’er the clouds he rode, 

The clouds diffolve, and own the incumbent 
God. 


Cc H A P 


Ture HISTORY or tus HOLY BIBLE. 





Boos 4. 


. . Fhe mountains tops at, his approaclz retire, 
Their molten entyajls run-in ftreams of fire. 
eee ue saps: : Gin aye .f 
O, how unlikethofe novel gods, and vain. 
- ‘Weak; unavailing names ! no help they yield, 
War, War the gates refound, and war the 
field,! _., ; , 
- ‘The alarm in vain is giv’n of fpear and fhield. 
:,' By their infulting jealous lords bereft,,.° 
No refuge but inglorious flight was left ; 
When Deborah arofe.at heaven's command, 
‘When fhe arofe to fave the wretched land :. 
Blefs’d be their names the gen’rous few that 
-  join’d a 
. Tourge the happy change by heay’n defign’d! 
_. By counfei or by aétion, pen or {word,. . 
Fo ferve their country, and t’obey the Lord: 
. But curfe ye Meroz! an uncommon weight | 
Of vengeance feize ’em, and a neuter’s Bel 
They wou’d the fpoil, tho’ not the danger 
fhare, 
When Sifera is fall’n, they'll then declare. 
His boafts, his fruiclefs hopes, his fears are 
oer; : ; 
He bow’d, he fell, he funk, to rife no more. 
So let thy foes, O God, to duft defcend, 
But thofe that love thee brighter ftars attend! 


‘ 


Ill. 


The Ijraclites eve efised with a famine. The ftory of Naomi and Ruth. Thz Ifraelites again fo! 


into impiety, for which they are feverely oppreffed by the Midianites. 


God appoints Gideon to be 


their deliverer. He mufters the tribes to march againft them, and receives on omen of fuccef:. 
By the command of God be Jeleéts only a fnall number out of his army to go againft the Midia- 


niLeS. 


He is encouraged in bis undertaking by the relation of a dream. Obtains a complete vic- 


tery over the Midianites. Is offered the government of the people, but refufes it. His death, 


HILE the Ifraelites were enjoying them- 
felves in peace and plenty, after being 
reftored to their liberty by means of Deborah 
and Barak, their felicity was interrrupted by a 
a dreadful famine, which raged with fuch vio-~ 
lence as, in a fhort time, to carry off great num- 
bers of the people. During this affliction many 
of them left the country, and retired to more 
remote parts, in hopes thereby of avoiding the 
dreadful confequences of fo direful a calamity. 
Among thofe that quitted their abodes on 
this occafion was Elimelech, a citizen of Beth- 
lehem-Judah, who removed from thence with 
Naomi, his wife, and his two fons, named Mah- 
lon and Chilion, to the land of Moab, where, 
after fome time, Elimelech paid the debt of 
nature. 

On the death of Elimelech, his two fons mar- 
ned two women of the country, the one named 
Orpah and the other Ruth, the former being 
efpoufed to Chilion, and the latter to Mahlon. 

Naomi and her family lived very happy to- 
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} Jofephus tells us, that immediately after this vidtery, 
Barak marched with his army towards Hazar, where he en- 
countered king Jabin by the way, and flew him; having 
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gether for the fpace of ten years, at the expira- 
tion of which fhe received a fevere ftroke in the 
lofs of her two fons, who both paid the debt of 
nature nearly about the fame time. 

The unhappy Naomi, being thus deprived of 
her hufband and children, and left in a ftrange 
country, could not, with any fatisfaction, ftay 
longer in a place where fhe had met with fuch 
fevere calamities. Having received information 
that the famine had fubGided in her own country, 
fhe therefore refolved to return, and accordingly 
fet forward for Judah, accompanied by her two 
daughters-in-law Ruth and Orpah. 

After travelling fome way, Naomi, thinking 
it hard to deprive her daughters of the fociety 
and converfe of their relatives, endeavoured to 
perfuade them to go back, and to convince them 
that her advice did not arife from any difguft, but 
merely out of refpeét to their future welfare, fhe 
gave them an affectionate bleffing to this effect : 


'« The Lord, faid the, deal kindly with you, as 


«¢ you have done to me and mine; and grant 
“* that 
—_—_ 


done which he laid the city level with the ground, and at- 
terwards governed Ifrae] for forty years. 
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‘© that ye may marry again to your fatisfaction, 
‘© and enjoy a happy fettlement.” - - 

Having faid this Naomi gave each 4 parting 
kifs; but the girls were fo affected, and their 
love for her fo great, that they befought her to 
fuffer them to accompany her. Naomi again 
endeavoured to diffuade them from their inten- 
tions, urging, that if they ftaid in their own 
country, they might marry again, which was a 
circumftance they could not expect fhould they 
go with her. a : 

At length, Naomi’s importunities fo far pre- 
vailed, that Orpah, after fhedding abundance of 
tears, took leave of her, and returned to Moab. 
But no perfuafions could prevail with Ruth, who, 
in the moft anxious and {folicitous terms, begged 
fhe might accompany her. Intreat me not, faid 
the, ¢o leave thee or return from following after thee : 
for whitber thou goeft, Iwill go: and where thou 
lodgeft, Iwill lodge: thy people fhall be my people, 
and thy God my God : Where thou dieft, will I die, 
and there will I be buried: the Lord do fo to me, 
and more alfo, if aught but death part thee and me. 
Naomi, feeing the pious refolution of her daugh- 
ter Ruth, preffed her no more to return, but ta- 
king her with her, they proceeded on their jour- 
ney towards the land of Judah. 

On their entering the city of Bethlehem, fome 
of the people, who thought they recollected the 
features of Naomi, but were doubtful whether or 
not they were right, afked, with furprize, Art 
thou not Naomi, the wife of Elimelech? To 
which fhe replied, Call me not Naon:i §; call me 
Mara: for the Almighty bath dealt very bitterly 
with me. I went out full, and the Lord hath 
Lrought me home again empty: why then call ye me 
Naomi, feeing the Lord hath teftified || againft me, 
and the Almighty tath afflicted me ? 

When Naomi and Ruth arrived at Bethlehem 
it was at the time of harveft, and Ruth, in order 
to obtain fuftenance for herfelf and mother-in- 
law, begged fhe would permit her to go into the 
fields to glean fome corn. Naomi affenting, 
Ruth went on the bufinefs, and after being fome 
time in the fields, fhe was accofted by a fervant 
of Boaz, (the mafter of the land, and a very 
wealthy perfon belonging to the family of Eli- 
melech, Naomi’s deceafed hufband) with whom 
fhe had fome converfation. A fhort time after 
Boaz came into the field himfelf, and feeing 
Ruth, enquired of his fervant who fhe was, and 
from whence fhe came. The fervant, who had 
learned from her the particulars of her life, 
and prefent fituation, related the whole to Boaz, 
who was fo pleafed with her for the refpeé&t fhe 
fhewed her mother-in-law, that he gave her not 
only full liberty to glean in ‘his fields, but 
likewife ordered that fhe fhould be allowed 
both food and drink in common with the rea- 


pers, giving them a ftrict charge not to offer her. 


the leaft moleftation. 
Ruth, furprized at this unexpected civility. 
from a ftranger, returned her thanks with the 





§ The word Naomi, in the Hebrew language, 
happine/z, and Mara, forrow. 

| The former part of this ftory expreffes what Naomi. 
means by the Lord's tefifying againf? her: the avent out Full, 


fignifies 


a , a. LS EE EO TTL TOC OC et ar A OE i wr +e nO 


Fron the DeatTu of Moses, to the building of SOLOMON’S TEMPLE. 


12% 


moft profound refpect and acknowledgment of 
her benefactor’s courtefy. Why, {aid fhe, Aavy 
L found grace in thine eyes, that thot feoulde? take 
knowledge of me, feeing I am a flranzer ? 

Boaz told her he had heard of her affectionate 
carriage to her mother-in-law, and that fhe was 
come with her into a ftrange country, out of a 
pious defign to be under the care and protection 
of the God of Ifrael, whom he folemnly prayed 
to recompence her good actions, and give her a 
profperous and ample reward. It being then 
dinner-time, he made her fit down at his own 
table, and when he left the field gave a ftrié 
charge to his fervants that they fhould be par- 
ticularly civil to her, and give her the opportu- 
nity of gleaning the more, by purpofely dropping 
fome of the corn. 

Thus did Ruth continue to glean in Boaz’s 
field, to very great advantage, the whole day, at 
the clofe of which fhe returned with great fatif- 
faction to her mother-in-law. Asfoon as Naomi 
faw her, and beheld the great quantity of corn 
fhe brought with her, fhe was ftruck with amaze- 
ment, and afked her by what means fhe became 
fo fuccefsful. Ruth told her in whofe field the 
had been gleaning, and related every particular 
circumftance that had occurred during her ab- 
fence. ; 

When Naomi underftood who the perfon was 
that had been fo great a benefactor to Ruth, fhe 
told her he was a near kinfiman, and being a 
man of a pious and liberal difpofition, he might 
propably extend his benevolence to thir mutual 
advantage. She therefore advif-d Ruth to pro- 
fecute her labours, and to attend in the fields, 
with the fervants of Boaz, during the remainder 
of the harvetft. 

Ruth readily followed her mother’s advice, 
and attended every day, with the greateft dili- 
gence, till the harveft was completed, during 
which time fhe not only brought home a prodi- 
gious quantity of corn, but likewife provifion, 
always referving the greater part of her daily al- 
lowance for the benefit of her mother-in-law. 

The harveft being over, Naomi, ftudious to 
recompence this tender affection of her daughter- 
in-law, concerted a fcheme in what manner to 
bring about a marriage between Ruth and Boaz, 
whofe fingular civility fhe might reafonably fup- 
pofe ‘proceeded from fome other motive than 
that of common courtefy or humanity. She 
told Ruth that Boaz was her near kinfman, and, 
after informing her what the law of Mofes ré- 
quired in fuch cafe, advifed her to wath, anoint, 
and drefs herfelf, and then go to Boaz’s barn, 
where fhe would find him winnowing his corn : 
that fhe fhould be careful to conceal herfelf till 
he had fupped, and was gone to reft, when fhe 
fhould go gently intothe barn, and quietly lay 
herfelf down at his feet. . 

Ruth, ever obedient to the commands of her 
mother-in-law, immediately prepared herfelf to 


‘the beft advantage, and going to the barn, fhe 


placed 





thatis, happy in a hufband and two fons; but returned de. 
prived of all, a diftreffed and wretched widow, worn wi-5 
care, with poverty, and old age. 


tig 
phced herfelf fo conveniently, that fhe could fee 
all that paffed, without being noticed herfelf. 
When Boaz had fupped, he laid himfelf down 
by a heap of corn to reft*; and when Ruth 
thought he was a fleep, fhe entered the place, 
gently raifed the cloathes that covered his feet, 
and. laid herfelf down by him. 

About midnight Boaz awoke, and: finding 
fomebody by him, afked with furprize, who it 
was. To which Ruth replied, [am Ruth thine 
handmaid: fpread therefcre thy fkirt ¢ over thine 
handmaid , for thou art a near kinfman f. 

Boaz was {o. far from being offended at what 

Ruth had done, that he highly approved of 
her conduct. Bleffed, faid he, be stheu of the 
Lord; for thou haft fhewed more kindnefs in the 
Latter end than at the beginning, inafmuch as thou 
Sollowedft not young men, whether poor or rich. 
And now, fear not: I will do to thee all that 
thou requireft: for all the city of my people doth 
know that theu art a virtuous woman. He then 
told her, that though, indeed, he was a near 
kinfman, yet there was another nearer, to whom 
he muft give the preference, becaufe it was his 
right, and that he would communicate the mat- 
ter to him the next morning: If he chofe to 
marry her he might, but if he refufed, fhe might 
reft affured he would marry her himfelf. 
_ Having faid this, Boaz told Ruth to ftay with 
him the remainder of the night, which having 
done, fhe, to obviate any reflection that might 
be thrown on her character, arofe early the next 
morning, and departed. But, that fhe might 
not go empty-handed to her mother, Boaz gave 
her fix meafures of barley, with which Ruth re- 
turned to her mother, who joyfully received her, 
not only on account of the prefent, buc the kind 
treatment fhe had received from Boaz. After 
being informed of all that had paffed, Naomi ad- 
vifed Ruth not to take the leaft notice of it to 
any perfon whatever, but patiently to wait the 
event, affuring her that Boaz was a man of he 
nour, and would perform his promife. 

It was not long before Ruth found her mo- 
ther’s prediction verified ; for Boaz, punétual in 
the performance of his promife, went the next 
morning to the gate of the city, which, in thofe 





* Irevidently appears that this was a temporary kind of 
reft, and that Boaz repofed here only for a time on the pre- 
fent occafion ; lying down in his cloaths, and not going, as 
ufual, to his houfe and bed : and poflibly Naomi, knowing 
this te be the cuftom, might therefore make choice of this 
opportunity for effecting her purpofe. . oe 

+ This was a proverbial manner of fpeaking, fignifying 
in general, sake me utder thy proteéton ; and in particalar, 
take me under thy protefion as a hufband. Even to this day it 
is a ceremony among the Jews for the man to throw the fkirt 
of his sa/i/>, or veil, over his intended fpoufe, and particu- 
larly to cover her head with it. 

~ Here we find that Ruth, in her anfwer, fubjoins the 
reafon of her requeft 3 and to judge properly concerning it, 
we muft, in a great meafure, divelt ourfelves of modern 
tdéas, and confider not nly the manner of thofe times, but 
the light in which a ftate of widowhood and celibacy was 
confidered among the Jews. Ruth, a profelyte to the reli- 
gion of that nation, was full of thofe expeétations which 
animated the pious women among them ; and the fequel of 
this oy fully proves that her expectations were not ill 


grounded, 
§ The reafon of this feems to be grounded upon the law, 
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Book If. 
days, was the ufual place of judicature. Here 
he met with the kinfman he had mentioned to 
Ruth, and fummoning ten others of thé heads 
of the city, he, in their prefence, told his kinf- 
maa, that Naomi, who was come back from the 
country of Moab, had a parcel of land-to dif- 
pofe of that belonged formerly to Elimelech her 
hufbaad, of which he gave him this public 
notice, that, if he thought proper, he might 
redeem it §, the right of redemption belonging 
firft to him. 

The kinfmaa readily confented to redeem the 
land : but when Boaz told him, that at the fame 
tame he muft likewife take Ruth the Moabitefs 
to wife, to raife up the name of her dead huf- 
band on his inheritance, he declined the bufinefs, 
giving this for a reafon: “ that he could not do 
it om thefe terms, without deftroying the inhe- 
ritance he already poffeffed.”” He therefore 
willingly refigned his right of redemption to 
Boaz, who, without any fcruple, accepted it, 
and his kinfman, according to the cuftom of. 
thofe times, in token of relinquifhing, or tranf- 
ferring his right, took off his fhoe ||, and deli- 
vered it to Boaz. 

The kinfman having thus publickly given up 
that right which he had the opportunity of 
claiming, and Boaz readily accépting it, the latrer 
made this public declaration to the elders, and 
all the people prefent: Ye are witneffes, faid he, 
this day that I have bought all that was Elimelech's, 
and all that was Chilion’s, and Mablon’s, of the 
land of Naomi. Moreover, Ruth the Moabitefs, 
the wife of Mablon, have I purchafed to be my 
wife, to raije up the name of the dead upon bis in- 
heritance, that the name of the dead be not cut 
off from among his brethren. Ye are witneffes this 

ay. 

The whole affembly not only unanimoufly 
acknowledged the juftice and equity af this 
tranfaction, but alfo added a hearty prayer, 
wifhing that Ruth might prove as fruitful as 
Rachael and Leah, from whom originated the 
Houfe of Hrael. 

The marriage being celebrated, in the proper 
courfe of time Ruth conceived, and brought 
forth a fon, whom fhe named Qbed. This 
Obed 





by which the firft-born of fuck a marriage was to bear the 
name of the woman’s former hufband, in order to keep up 
his name in Ifrael ; fo that if this kinfman had manied Ruth, 
and fhould have had but one fon by her, that fon being not 
to bear his name, but the name of her former hufband, he 
himfelf would have no fon to keep up his name in Ifrael ; fo 
that not being willing to run this hazard, he declined the 
purchafe. 

\| This was the manner of confirming bargains, fales, ex- 
changes, and alienations, among the Iiraelites. It confifted 
of two forts ; the firlt of which was penal, as when a man 
refuted to marry the wife of his brother, who died without 
iffue : in this cafe the law commanded, that the woman 
fhould take off his thoe, and {ptt in his face, at the fame 
time ufing thefe words: Tbus /ball it be done to the man thar 
refufeth ta raife up iffue to his brother's family. The fecond 
was ceffionary, or in token of refignation, and did not ex. 
tend to the compelling of the kinfman in the fecond, third, 
or foutth degree, to marry the widow, but he might transfer 
his right to any other of the kindred ; and asa fign of his 
ceffion or tranflation of his right, he took. off his fhoe, and 
delivered it to that kinfman who would marry the widew in 
the prefence of the elders. 
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Obed was the father of Jeffe, and grand-father 
of David, of whom, according to the flefh, came 
the Saviour of the World f. 


During the wife and virtuous adminiftration 
of Deborah and Barak, the Ifraelites enjoyed the 
bleffings of peace; but, foon after the death ot 
their leaders, they fell into their old impieties, 
which fo offended the Almighty, that, as a proper 
punifhment, he was again pleafed to deliver them 
into the hands of their enemies. 

The Midianites were a people fituated on the 
eaft fide of the river Jordan, whom the Ifraelites, 
in their way to the land of Canaan, had almoft 
totally deftroyed; but fome of them faving 
themfelves by flight into other countries, and 
returning after the Ifraelites were fettled in Ca- 
naan (which was a fpace of near two hundred 
years) repoffeiied the land they had formerly in- 
habited, became exceeding numerous, and ftill 
retained the name of Midianites. 

Thefe people, affifted by their neighbours the 
Amalekites, together with fome Eaftern nations, 
made war on the Ifraelites, whom they con- 
quered, and kept in the moft wretched ftate of 
fubjeétion for feven years. So dreadful was their 
fituation, and to fuch a degree were they op- 
preffed, that they were obliged to betake them- 
felves to the mountains, and to dwell in caves 
and fortified places, from whence, as the {pring 
came on, they {tole out to cultivace and fow their 
Jand; but all to no purpofe: for, towards the 
tine of harveft, their enemies made inroads into 
the country, and, having deftroyed the increafe 
of the earth, and killed all the cattle that fell 
into their hands, they returned home, leaving 
the wretched Ifraelites deftitute of almoft every 
article neceffary for their fupport. 

After undergoing this fevere treatment for 
the fpace.of feven years, the Ifraelites began fe- 
rioufly to think that this was a punifhment 
inflicted on them by Divine authority, for their 
manifold tranfgreffions; and that the only ex- 
pectations they could have were, having recourfe’ 
to the Lord, acknowledging the evil they had 
committed, and befeeching him to pardon them. 


They accordingly addreffed themfelves, in the’ 


moft fervent manner, to God, who was pleafed 
to fend a prophet § to expoftulate with them on 
the impropriety of their conduét, the ingratitude 
they had fhown in return for the many favours 
received, and the juft punifhment that had at- 





t The Book from whence this ftory is taken receives. its 
name from the perfon who is the principal objet in the Hit 
tory of it, namely, Ruth, and, in the Holy Bible, is in- 
ferted between the end of the Book of judges and the firtt 
of Samuel, though the occurrences, no doubt, took place 
about the time, we have recorded them. Jis fubjeét is en- 
tirely unconnected with the Hiftory of the Ifraelites, and is 
therefore made a diftina treatife. It is, indeed, of fo pri- 
vate a nature, that, at the time of its being written, the ge-. 
nerality of the people might haye thought it not worth re- 
cording ; but we Chriftians may plainly fee the wifdom of 
God in having it done. . It had been foretold to the Jews, 
that the Messran fhould be of the tribe of Judah, and it 
was afterwards revealed farther, that he fhould be of the fa- 
mily of David: And therefore it was neceffary, for the full 
underftanding of thefe prophecies, that the hiftory of the 
family of David, in that tribe, fhould be written before thefe 


Prophecies were revealed, that there might not be the leaft | 
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tended them for their repeated difobedience to 
the Divine Will. The expoftulation made them 
{till more fenfible of their crimes, and prepared. 
them for the due reception of the Bleffing God 
was about to confer, in fending them a deliverer 
in the perfon of Gideon, the fon of Joafh, who 
dwelt at Ophrah |. 

At this time Gideon was threfhing out his 
corn in a private and unfufpected place, the 
better to conceal it from the depredation of the 
enemy. While he was thus employed in provi- 
ding fuftenance for his family, the Angel of the 
Lord appeared to him, and fignified the purpofe 
of his meffage, which was, that God had made 
choice of him as the deliverer of his people. 

Aftonifhed at the extraordinary meffenger, and 
the purport of his errand, Gideon replied, Jf the 
Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us ? 
And where ere all his miracle:, which our fore-fa- 
thers have told us of, faying, Diduot the Lord bring 
as up out of Egypt? But nsw the Lord bath for~ 
faken us, and delivered us into the bands of the 
Midianites. 

The Angel, looking ftedfaftly at Gideon, faid, 
** Be courageous, and thou fhalt fave Ifrael from 
«© the hands of the Midianites. Is it not I that 
*¢ fent thee?” 

But Gideon, confidering his own inabilities, 
and the low condition of his family, compared 
with the prefence of him who {poke to him, an- 
fwered, ‘© In what capacity am I to ferve Ifrael, 
« fince my family is but poor in the tribe of 
“© Manaffeh, and myfelf the leaft among them.” 

To remove this apology, and to give Gideon 
fome encouragement, the Angel faid, “ Surely 
© J will be with thee, and thou shalt fmite the 
«© Midianites with as much eafe as if they were 
«© but one man.” 

In confequence of this promife Gideon, in 
fome meafure, fhook off the doubts he had con- 
ceived, and began to entertain fome fhadow of 
hope; but,defirous of being affured that the perfon 
who converfed with him was a Divine agent, he 
replied, ‘ If now I have found favour in thy 
“fight, be pleafed to fhew me fome token, 
«* whereby I may know that it is thou the angel 
* that talkeft with me. Wherefore, depart not 
«* hence, I pray thee, till I return with my offer- 
“ ing, and fet it before thee.” 

The Angel not feeming to refufe the invita- 
tion, Gideon haftencd away, and having boiled 
a kid, and made fome unleavened cakes, he fpread 
a table, 





caufe for fufpicion of the juftnefs of thofe incidents that 
were afterwards tooccur. And thus this Book, thefe pro- 
phecies, and the accomplifhment of them, ferve to cxplain, 
and illuftrate each other.— Bedford's Scripture Chronclogy. 

§ Who this prophet was we are not informed. St. Au- 
guftine fuppofes him to be that angel who foon after appeared 
to Gideon ; but others, with greater probability, fuppefe 
him to have been fome perfon endued by God with the {pirit 
of prophecy, and fent to the Ifraclites as other prophets were 
accuftomed to he. 

l| Gideon was of the family of Abiezer, of the tribe of 
Manaffeh ; and the place where he dwelt, called Ophiah, 
was fituated in the boundaries belonging to the half tribe of 
Manafich, on the weft fide of the Jordan; for which reafon 
it is called Ophrah of the Abiezrites (Judges viii. 32.) to 
diflinguith it. from another Ophrah, that belonged to the 
tribe of Benjamin, 
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a table, and fet them before him. Having done 
this the Angel ordered him to-take them from 
thence, place them on a neighbouring rock, and 
pour the broth overthem. However ftrange this 
might appear to Gideon, he ftrictly obeyed the 
orders of the Angel, who no fooner touched 
them with his ftaff, than immediately there if- 
fued fire out of the rock, which confumed them, 
whilft himfelf, at the fame time vanifhed out of 
fight. 

Gideon, convinced by this miracle, that it was 
a meffenger from heaven who had appeared to 
him, began to fear (as the notion then was) that 
he fhould not long furvive it, and, in defpair, 
thus exclaimed: ‘* Alas! my Lord God! be- 
*¢ caufe I have feen an angel face to face, I fhall 
re die.” But the angel, (though Gideon could 
not fee him) to remove his imaginary apprehen- 
fions, bid him not fear, for he fhould yet live. 
In commemoration of this gracious interview, 
Gideon ereéted an altar, which he called Jeho- 
vah-fhalom, that is, the Lord of Peace. 

The fame night Gideon, in a dream, received 
orders to deftroy the altar of Baal, which his 
father, in thofe corrupt times, had caufed to be 
erected, and to cut down the groves that fur- 
rounded it; to build an altar to the Lord his 
God on the top of the rock, and to offer on it 
his father’s fecond * bullock, which was feven 
years old, as a facrifice, ufing the wood of the 
grove for the performance of the ceremony. 

Gideon made not the leaft hefitation in com- 
plying with thefe orders; but confidering it 
would be difficult to do it in the day-time, he 
refolved to do it by night, and, therefore, taking 
ten of his fervants to afift him, he firft cut 
down the grove, then deftroyed the altar of 
Baal, and erected another in its ftead, fully per- 
forming all that he had been commanded. 

The next morning, when the people under- 
ftood that Gideon was the perfon who had put 
this affront upon Baal, they affembled together, 
and demanded him of his father that they might 
put him to death. But Joafh, inftead of com- 


plying with their requeft, told them, that if Baal | 


was a God, it was sis bufinefs, and not heirs, to 
avenge the injury he had received t+. This an- 
{wer appeafed the people, and Joafh ever after 
called his fon Jerub-baal, which fignifies the 
Oppofer of Baal. 


Ic was now aboutthe time of year when the 
Midianites and their affociates were accuftomed 
to come and plunder the territories of the Ifra- 
elites. They accordingly affembled together in 
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* This bullock is thought, by the Rabbies, and others, 
to have been called the /ecord from the ftall in which ic 
ftood and was fed, which was the fecond in order of place; 
and being as many years old as the Ifraelites had been under 
fubjeGtion to the Midianites, the deftroying this bullock 
might, in fome meafure, prefigure the breaking off the 
Midianitith yoke from the neck of Gideon, whofe name 
fignifies » éreaker or deftroyer. 

+ It is generally fuppoted that Gideon’s father had been 
aworthipper, if not a prieft, of Baal; and therefore ir is, 
not unlikely that he had at this time been convinced by his 
fon, that God had given him a commiffion to recover his 
people, and root out idolatry; and this made him appear 
with fuch courage in his fon’s caufe, becaute he knew it was 
the caufe of Gad. 

J} ‘Phe firft of thefe miracles was certainly very ftriking 5 


THE 
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great bodies, and paffing the river Jordan, en- 
camped themfelves in the valley of Jezreel. 

Notwithftanding the formidable appearance of 
this numerous army, Gideon, being encouraged 
by Divine impulfe, fummoned all thofe of his 
own family to take up arins firft, and then fence 
meffengers to the tribes of Manaffeh, Ather, 
Zebulun and Naphtali, exhorting them imme- 
diately to affemble and join him, in order to 
fhake off the yoke of the Midianites under 
which they had fo long laboured. The different 
tribes readily obeyed thefe orders, and affembled 
in fuch numbers, that, in a fhort time, Gideon’s 
army amounted to 32,000 men. 7 

As foon as each tribe’s complement of men 
were arrived, Gideon (being willing to fatisfy 
them that he did not act upon his own head, but 
was the perfon appointed to be their deliverer) 
begged of God to give them fome fign of his 
commiffion ; and then made choice of thefe to- 
kens: That, upon his laying a fleece of wool 
on the ground, the dew might be on the fleece 
only, and the earth round about it dry. This 
requeft was complied with, for the next morning 
the fleece only was found to be wet, and that to 
fuch a degree as, on being fqueezed, to produce 
a bowl full of water. Gideon then requefted 
that this token might be reverfed, that is, thac 
the fleece fhould be dry, and the ground wet; 
which accordingly came to pafs t. 

Not only Gideon, but likewife all the people, 
being fully convinced, by thefe figns, that it was 
the will of God he fhould be the deliverer of 
the people, Gideon marched at the head of his 
army towards the camp of the enemy, who then 
lay in the plains of Jezreel. 

After proceeding fome way they halted at a 
place called the Well of Harod, where the Al- 
mighty (to prevent, in cafe of conqueft, their 
vainly imputing the victory to their own courage 
or numbers, and not to his affiftance) was pleated 
to order Gideon to make proclamation through- 
out the camp, that whoever was afraid, or diffi- 
dent of fuccefs in the undertaking, fhould have 
liberty to lay down their arms, and return to 
their refpective habitations. 

In confequence of this proclamation no lefs 
than 22,000 quitted the expedition, fo that only 
10,000 remained, which was a very inconfide- 
rable number compared with that of the enemy. 

As the people might ftill think it was poffible 
that even thefe 10,000 might obtain a conqueft, 
and therefore impute thé merit to themfelves, 
God was pleafed to reduce their number, and 

make 





but in order to obviate any objection drawn from the quality 
inherent in wool to imbibe moifture, Gideon humbly re- 
quefted that the miracle might be reverfed, and the wool 
being dry, notwithflanding the ground round about it was 
wetted by a copious dew, contrary to its known quality of 
imbibing moifture, was fuch a miracle as mult make the 
deepeft impreffion on his confederates. Various are the 
myftical interpretations which commentators have given to 
thefe circumftances. Some have fuppofed that they repre- 
fented, on the one hand, the children of Jfrael reduced by 
the Midianites, and on the other, their being reftored to 
the Divine favour. The fathers fay, that by the fleece 
covered with dew is underitood the Jewith nation, favoured 
with the Divine grace in the midit of people left. by God to 
themfClves. . 
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make it ftill more inconfiderable, which he did 
by the following expedient. He ordered Gideon 
to lead the foldiers down to the water to drink, 
where he would give him a fignal, what men to 
preferve, and which difcharge. Gideon obeyed 
thefe orders, and received from God this fig- 
nal: that thofg who took up water in their hands,. 
and lapped is fhould go with him; but fuch as 
laid Ceentelves down to drink fhould be dif- 
miffed. Gideon paid a ftrict attention to their 
motions, when it appeared that out of the 10,000, 
only 300 lapped the water, in confequence of 
which the latter were preferved, and the re- 
mainder immediately difmiffed. 

With this fmall army Gideon, by the Divine 
command, profecuted his march, and encamped 
near the river Jordan, at a fmall diftance from 
the enemy. ‘But the nearer he approached the 
more his courage failed him. However, his 
fears were foon removed by the interpofition of 
the Almighty, who, that fame night, told 
Gideon to take with him a fervant, and go pri- 
vately to the enemy’s camp, where he fhould 
hear fomething that would animate and give hiin 
courage. 

In obedience to this injunétion Gideon went, 
taking with him a fervant named Phurah. They 
arrived at the camp unperceived, and approach- 
ing one of the tents heard a foldier relare to his 
comrades the following dream: Behold, faid he, 
1 dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of barley tumbled 
into the hoft of Midian, and came into a tent, and 
finote it that it fell, and overturned it, that the tent 
lay along. One of the foldiers, who had paid 
great attention to the relation of this dream, in- 
terpreted it as follows: This, faid he, ts n:thing 
elfe fave the fword of Gidcon, the fon of Foaf, a 
man of Trael: for into his kand hath God delivered 
Midian, and all the hoft. 

As foon as Gideon had heard this dream, and 
its interpretation, he was infpired with new cou- 
rage, and after praifing God with the moft hum- 
ble adoration, returned with his fervant to the 
camp, where he related to the people every cir- 
cumftance that had occurred during his abfence. 
He then put hjs men in proper order for battle, 
dividing them into three companies of an hun- 
dred each. .After this he gave to each man a 
trumpet, and a pitcher with a burning torch in 
it, charging them to follow him, obterve his 
motions, and, as they faw him act, fo muft they, 
to a man, do the like. 

Having thus difpofed of this little body of 
men, Gideon, putting himfelf at the -head of 
thern, marched towards the enemy’s camp, whi- 
ther he had no fooner arrived than he gave the 
fignal by breaking his pitcher, taking the lighted 
torch in his hand, and founding his trumpet. 
All the reft followed his example, and (as_ had 
been previoufly concerted) at the fame inftant, 
cried out, The fword of the Lord, and of Gideon. 





§ The time mentioned in the text is, ia the beginning of 
the middle watch. ‘Though the Romans, in after-ages, di- 
vided the night into four watches (Matrh. xiv. 25.) yet. in 
the Eaftern parts, and, in more antient times, it confitted 


but of three, whereof the firlt began at fx, and continued | 


four hours, The /tcond is thercfore called the middie watch, 
and began at tem 3 fo that we may fuppofe it was fome 
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It being in the dead time of night § when 
this fudden alarm was given, the enemy, on 
hearing fo many trumpets, and feeing fuch a 
number of lights at once, fuppofed themfelves 
to be attacked by a very funtiidable army. 
They, therefore, in the midft of their fright 
(being compofed of different nations) knew not 
one party from the other, and inftead of falling 
on the Ifraelites, deftroyed each other, fo that the 
whole was a general {cene of the moft compli- 
cated confufion. 

Gideon took a proper advantage of the difor- 
der of the enemy, who, to fave themfelves, had 
immediate recourfe to flight. Having killed 
great numbers on the fpot, Gideon difpa* hed 
meffengers to the reft of the army, (who, on his 
proclamation, had withdrawn themlelves) order- 
ing them to purfue the routed enemy, and fe- 
cure the paffes of the river Jordan, to prevent 
their retreat. They obeyed the orders as far as 
lay in their power, but it being impoffible to fe- 
cure fome of the paffes, a part of the enemy’s 
troaps croffed the river ; upon which Gideon, 
with his three hundred men, preffed hard after 
them, while the other part of his army deftroyed 
thofe who ftaid behind. Among the flain were 
two Midianitifh princes, named Oreb and Zeeb, 
whofe heads they cut off, and fent to Gideon, 
as a proof of their fervices. By the fame mef- 
fengers they expreffed their difapprobation of 
Gideon’s engaging in a public act of hoftility 
without their knowledge in very angry and fe- 
vere terms; but they were appeafed by the an- 
fwer returned by Gideon, who told them it was 
not his war, but God’s, by whom he was con- 
manded to aé& as he had done, and that therefore 
he did not claim any merit to himfelf. 

_ In the mean time Gideon, with his final] party, 
purfued the fugitives with great vigour till 
they came to Succoth, where, being faint and 
weary, they halted. Gideon requetted of the 
inhabitants fome refrefhment for his people; but 
the princes of Succoth, knowing he was in pur- 
fuit of two other Midianitifh kings, named 
Zebah and Zalmunna, who, with 150900 men, 
were fled to Karkor, refufed complying with his 
requeft, and inftead thereof ridiculed him on 
account of the fmalinefs of his army, and in 
derifion afked him, whether he was fo fecure of 
victory over the princes he purfued as to de- 
mand relief of them? This unmannerly and 
inhofpitable treatment fo incenfed Gideon, 
that he told them, if the Tord gave him fuccefs 
againft Zeba and Zalmunna, on his return he 
would make them repent their incivility. He 
threatened the inhabitants of a town called Pe- 
nuel in like manner, they having alfo refufed 
giving him the leaft affiltance. 

This uncharitable. treatment did not in the 
leaft difmay the intrepid Gideon, who, with his 
fmall army, continued the purfuic, fatigued as 

they 











time after this that Gideon alarmed the Midianitith camp ; 
and the reafons why hechofe this part of the night to do it 
in are obvious, becaufe the trumpets would then feem ty 
found louder, and the lights to fhine brighter, and there, 
both increafeé the coniternation of the enemy, and conce-t 


the fmallnefs of his own anny. 
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they were, till they came to Karcor, where the 
two Midianitifh princes, with their rallied forces, 
lay thoughtlefs of danger. _ But Gideon availing 
himfelf of the advantage of their fuppofed fecu- 
rity, furprized and defeated them, taking their 
two kings prifoners. Taving done this he re- 
turned in triumph, with his captive princes, to 
Succoth, where he executed that vengeance on 
the people he had threatened for their inhofpita- 
lity. He called together the chiefs of the place, 
who were feventy-feven in number, and after 
feverely upbraiding them for their conduét, or- 
dered them to be crufhed to death under briars 
and thorns. Nor was he lefs {paring to the in- 
habitants of Peruel, whom he ordered to be put 
to the fword, and then demolifhed the fortifi- 
cations of the place. 

The two captive princes, Zeba and Zalmunna, 
had, in their march, laid all the country wafte, 
and put many to the fword, otherwife Gideon 
was inclined to have fhewn them fome mercy. 
Underftanding, however, by their own confef- 
fion, that they had flain his brother at Tabor, he 
determined to infliét on them the juft punifhment 
they deferved for their mercilefs cruelty. He 
therefore ordered his fon Jether immediately to 
fall upon them; but as he was a youth, and 
feemed fomewhat timorous, Gideon difpatched 
them with his own hands, having firft ordered 
them to be ftripped of their royal ornaments, 
and their camels of the rich furniture with which 
they were drefled. 

‘Thus were the combined armies of the Midi- 
anites and Amalekites totally defeated and the 
poor Iraclites relieved from their wretched ftate 
of bondage. Thefe great and gloricus actions, 
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in defence of his country’s liberty, raifed Gide- 
on’s name to fuch a height, that the people 
flocked to him from all parts, and voluntarily 
offered to fettle the government on him and his 
family. But Gideon, well knowing the honour 
of this viétory was not due to him, ‘but God 
alone, modeftly and generoufly declined their 
offer in words to this effect: *% will not, 
«© fays he, rule over you, neither 1 my fon, 
«© but the Lord fhall rule over you. Yet, to let 
“« you fee I do not flight your kindnefs, I will 
* requeft one thing of you; and that is, 
“* that you will give me the ear-rings of your 
“ plunder.” 

To this they all readily confented; and fpread~- 
ing a garment on the ground, they thréw into 
it the ear-rings, which, by weight, amounted 
to 1700 fhekels of gold, befides the rich or- 
naments and robes of the kings, with the 
gold chains that were upon the necks of the 
camels. : 

Of this gold Gideon made an ephod{j, and 
placed it in his own city of Ophrah, as a mo- 
nument of his fingular victory, though in after. 
times it came to be perverted to a bad ufe, 
gave occafion to a frefh apoftacy among the 
BeOpies and proved the ruin of Gideon’s fa- 
mily. 

Though Gideon did not chufe to accept of 
the government of the people, yet they had 
no other ruler for the fpace of forty years, du- 
ring which time they lived in an uninterrupted 
{tate of tranquillity. At the expiration of this 
time Gideon died at a very advanced age, and 
his remains were depofited in Ophrah, the place 
of his nativity. 
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stlimelech, a natural fon of Gideon, wickedly obtains the government of Shechem. 
younger brother) gives’ a parable to the people on Mount Gerizim, 


IV. 


Jonathan, (his 
Ihe Shechemites revolt from 


stbimelech. Gaal is appointed to the government in his ftcad, but afterwards divefted of kis dig- 


nity, and banifbed. 


Abimelech lays fizge to Thebez, where be is killed by a woman throwing a 


large ftone on his head. Tolah and Fair fucceed to the governinent, efter the deatks of whom the 


people apoftatize and are oppreffed. 
favour. 
makes an extracrdinary vow. 
mong the tribe of Ephraim, 
Elon and Abdon. 


IDEON, at the time of his death, had no 

lefs than feventy fons born in lawful wed- 

lock, befides one, named Abimelech, by a cuon- 
cubine. This laft, immediately after his father’s 
deceafe, being of an afpiring difpofition, made 
ufe of the moft horrid means to obtain the go- 
vernment over the people to whom he belonged. 
He went to the relations of his mother at She- 





\| The Ephod was the upper garment, which the prieft 
wore upon his fhoulders, but by the go'd being ufed in 


Fepththa is vefed with the command cf the Ifraelites army againft the Ammonites. 
Defeats the Ammonites, and afterwards fuppreffes an infurretticn a- 
He dies, and is fuccteeded by three other leaders, namely, Ibzan, 


On their fubjettion they receive manifeft tokens of the Divine 


He 


chem, and told them that, as his father was dead, 
it would certainly be much better for the people 
to be governed by one perfon than feventy, mean- 
ing his legitimate brothers; and at the fame 


| time put them in mind that he was of their 


family and kindred. 
The relations of Abimelech, confidering this 
might prove advantageous to themfelves, ap- 
' proved 





making it, niuft be included all the facred ornaments that 
necedarily belonged to it. 
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roved of the propofition, and communicated 
it to the heads of the Shechemites, who, clofing 
with the project, fet about the neceffary mea- 
fures to advance Abimelech to the government. 
They furnifhed him with a confiderable fum of 
money out of the treafury of their idol Baal- 
‘berith, with which he hired a fet of men to at- 
tend him, whom he knew to be the moft aban- 
doned in difpofition, and willing to engage in 
any enterprize, however inconfiftent with laws 
either human or divine. 

With thefe ruffians Abimelech repaired to his 
deceafed father’s houfe at Ophrah, where, having, 
with the affiftance of his company, feized all his 
brethren (except Jotham the youngeft who made 
his efcape) he flew them all upon one ftone *; 
after which he went to Shechem, and, notwith- 
ftanding the cruelty he had committed, was, in 
a general affembly of the peoples, elected their 
king f. 

When Jotham was acquainted with the mur- 
der of his brethren, and the promotion to which 
the inhuman Abimelech was advanced, he went 
to the top of Mount Gerizim, (which overlooks 
the city of Shechem) and there delivered a pa 
rabolical fpeech f, wherein he reprefented to the 
people his father’s modefty in refufing to have 
the government fettled on him and his family, 
which they had now conferred on one as much 





* It is fappofed by fome that what is here called a ftone 
was an altar, dedicated by Abimelech to the idol Baal, and 
erected in the fama place where his father Gidcon had before 
defroyed the altar of Baal, to recompence the difgrace done 
by him to that idol. 

+ In this choice there were neither the call of God, nor 
the confent of the people ; for Abimelech was not appointed 
king by the body of the Ifraelites, but a few diforderly fe- 
ditious Shechemites, without the knowledge of Judah or the 
other tribes ; and rcigned only in Shechem. 

- I This is the firft example we meet with of the ufe of pa- 
rables to fet forth the moft ferious matters, and the moft in- 
tereiting truths. The Greeks pretend to have been the in- 
ventors of this mode, but there is nothing more abfurd than 
their vanity in this refpeé&t. A long time before Efop, and 
every other author known to their nation, the Orientals, and 
particularly the Hebrews, made ufe of this ingenious man- 
ner; for the doing of which two reafons may be affigned : 
1. Becaufe men would fuffer themfelves to be reprchended 
under this guife, when they would not digeit plain words. 
And 2dly, Becaufe they heard them with delight and plea- 
fure, and remembered them better than any grave or 
common difcourfe. 

The parable delivered by Jotham on this occafion (toge- 
ther with its explanation) is as follows : 

The trees went forth on atime, to anoint a king over them, 
(fo that anointing was in ufe many years before the firit kings 
of Mfrael) and they Jaid unto the olive-tree, Reigu over us. 
But the olive-tree faid unto them, Should I leave my fatnsfs, 
avherewith by me they honour God and man, (becaule oil was 
offered in facrifice to God, and fed the lamps of his houfe, 
befides all the other ufes wherein it was ferviceable unto man) 
and goto be promoted over the trees? And the trees faid to 
ihe pig-tree, Come thou, and reign over use But the Sg-tree 
Jaid unto them, foould I forfake my fweetneft, and my good 
fruit, (an apt reprefentation of that content, and fulnets of 
pleafure, which may be enjoyed in a private life, and can- 
not, without folly, be exchanged for the troubles and cares 
that men meet with in the management of public affairs) 
and goto be promoted over the trees? Then faid the trees unto 
the wine, Come thou, and reign over us. nd the vine faid 
unto them, Should I leave my wing, which cheareth God and 
man, (wine, as well as oil, was ufed both in Jewith and 
Heathen facrifices) and go to be promoted over the trees? Then 
Said all the trees unto the bramble, (the meaneft of all trees, 
good for nothing but to be burnt, and therefore fitly repre- 
‘enting Abimelech, from whom the Shechemites could ex- 
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inferior in virtue and honour to Gideon and his 
lawful fons, as the bramble was to the olive-tree, 
the fig-tree or the vine. He then expoftulated 
with them on the injury done to his family, up- 
braided them with their ingratitude, and ap- 
pealed co their own confciences for the propriety 
of their condudt. “ If (fays he) ye have done 
‘* truly and fincerely, in that ye have made Abi- 
* melech king, and if ye have dealt well with 
t¢ Jerubbaal and his houfe, and have done unto 
« him according to the deferving of his hands: 
(for my father fought for you, and adven- 
tured his life for, and delivered you out of the 
hand of Midian: And ye are rifen up againft 
my father’s houfe this day, and have Main his 
fons upon onc ftone,and have made Abimelech, 
the fon of his fervant, king over the men of 
Shechem, becaufe he is your brother.) If ye 
then have dealt truly and fincerely with Je- 
rubbaal, and with his houfe this day; then 
rejoice ye in Abimelech, and let him alfo re- - 
joice in you: But if not, let fire come out 
from Abimelech, and devour the men of She- 
chem, and the houfe of Millo; and let fire 
come out from the men of Shechem, and from 
the houfe of Millo, and devour Abimelech.” 

After Jotham had thus delivered himfelf to 
the people, he retired, and fled to a place called 
Beer §, fituated in the mountainous part of the 
country, 
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pect uo manner of benefit, but a great deal of trouble and 
vexation) Come thou, and reign over us. And the bramble 
Jaid unta the trees, If, in truth, ye anoint me king, then come 
and put your truft in my foadow ; (an apt emblem of Abi- 
melech’s ridiculous vanity, to imagine, that he fthould be 
able to maintain the authority of a king any more than the 
bramble could afford a fhadow or fhelter) and if not, let fire 
come out of the bramble, and devour the cedars of Lebancn, 
(Words that carry a lively image of Abimelech’s oftentatious 
fpirit, and menaces to take fevere vengeance on the nobles 
of Shechem, fuch as the houfe of Millo, who had been 
chiefly inftrumental in his promotion, in cafe they fhould 
deferthim.) This is the parable, the whole intent and 
meaning of which was, to convince the Shechemites of their 
folly in chufing a man for their king, who was no more able 
to protect them than a bramble was to cover other trees that 
fhould refort to it under the fhadow of its branches. 

The manner in which Jofephus makes Jotham exprefs this 
parable to the peuple is as follows: ‘* There was ((ays he) 
‘© a time when the trees had meetings together, in order to 
regulate the government of the vegetable part of the 
creation, and ta appoint one to rule the whole. In a 
council held on this occafion the major part of the plants 
were for having the fig-tree to govern; but the fig-tree 
declined the honour, being ‘ufficiently fatisied with the 
eftecm it bore for its fiuit. On this the trees applied to the 
Olive and the Vine, both of which likewife refufed, for 
the fame reafon as had heen given by the fig-tree. At 
length they applied to the Bramble, who faid, If you arc 
in earneft I willingly take upon me the government ; 
but remember, you mutt reft quietly under my fhadow. 
If you prove ref aftory, there fhall come a fire out of mc 
that fhall deltroy you.—This, faid Jotham, ig nat a tale 
to divert you, but to make you reflect on your abfurd con- 
dud, in violating your facred obligations to Gideon, by 
fuffering Abimeleeh, the murderer of the children of 
your deliverer, to ufu-p, and tyrannize over you. This 
Abimelech is the very fire [ have told you in the fable.” 
§ The city of Beer was fituated on the northern frontiers 
of the tribe of Judah, and the people not acknowledging 
Abimelech as king, Jotham knew he could remain there in 
fafety. Mr. Maundrell, in his journey to Aleppo, tells us, 
that Beer is very pleafantly ficuated on an eafy declivity front. 
ing the fouth. ‘thatat the bottom of the hill is a fountain 
of excellent water from which it received its name; and 
that, on the upper fide, are the remains of an old church 
buile by the emprefs Helena. 

K 


a a 
ne 


a 
a 


170. 
Of his cruel brother Abimelech. 


Within three years after this the curfe de- | 
nounced by Jotham on Abimelech and his party ‘ 


began to take place. He ruled over the people 
in fo tyrannical a manner, that they were little 
better firuated than when in the hands of their 
profefied enemies. He abided by no other law 
than that of his own will, ‘and even acknow- 
ledged himfelf an enemy to common juttice. 

This fevere treatment opened the eyes of the 
Shechemites, who not only dethroned Abime- 
lech, but would likewife have taken away his life, 
had he not, accompanied by his vile companions, 
and their adherents, faved himfelf by flying to 
the mountains. 

It happened at this time to be the feafon for 
gathering in the grapes; but the people had 
fuch terrible apprehenfions of the cruelty of A- 
bimelech (who had vowed revenge againit them) 
that they durft not go into the fields to reap their 
vintage. In this diftreffed fituation they applied 
to one Gaal (a prince of the country who had 
lately come to Shechem with a body of armed 
men) to protect them, who readily complying 
with their requeft, they invefted him’ with 
that dignity they had before beftowed on Abi- 
melech. 

Thus protected, the Shechemites reaped their 
fruits, and carried them home in fafety; and 
when elated with liquor (which arofe from their 
joy in being fecured againft the power of their 
‘Yate tyrant) they took the freedom, in a very li- 
beral manner, of afperfing the charatters of A- 
bimelech and his adherents. 

In the mean time Gaal took every neceffary 
precaution to prevent any future attempts that 
might be made by Abimelech to reinftate him- 
felf in the government of the people. He 
erected fortifications in different parts of the 
city, and kept his men in fuch order as to be 
ready for action on the moft fudden alarm. 

While matters were in this fituation, one Ze- 
bul, a principal man among the Shechemites, 
and a great friend to Abimelech, fent him the 
particulars of Gaal’s conduct, and the difpofition 
of the people. He advifed Abimelech to plant 
fome of his men in ambufh near the city, and 
told him he would perfuade Gaal to come out 


and engage him, whereby he would have the | 


opportunity of getting his enemy into his own 
power, and that he did not doubt but he fhould 
be able to reinftate him as governor of the 
people. 

In confequence of this information Abime- 
lech, after the clofe of the day, planted a num- 
ber of men in different divifions at fome diftance 
from the city. Gaal had made Zebul his chief 
officer, and thefe two were parading the fuburbs, 
during the night, as ufual ; but when the morn- 
ing opened, and Gaal faw men in armour ap- 
proaching, he called aloud to Zebul, telling 
him, that men in battle array were advancing 
towards the city. Zebul told him he was mil- 





* The ftrewing of falt was an old cuftom ufed on thofe 
cities whofe inhabitants. had been guilty of treachery. Not 
that the itrewing of falt could be fuppofed to have been dene 
co dry up or render the foil barren, there being no occafion fer 
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taken, for that what he faw was nothing more 
than the thadow of the mountains. But Gaal, 
on their nearer approach, infifted chey were net 
fhadows, but a real cempany of armed men. 
Upon this Zebul accufed Gaal of cowardice, 
and rebuked him for having vaunted in his pws 
valour, and fpoken difrefpectfully of Abimelech. 
Where, {aid he, is now thy mouth, wherewith thon 
faidft, Who is abimelech that we foould ferve him? 
Is nit this the people that thou baft defpifed? Go 
out, I pray now, and fizht with them. 

In confequence of this, Gaal, finding his cou- 
rage put to the teft, marehed againft the enemy, 
and received the firft fhock ; but thinking him- 
felf too weak, and having loft feveral of his men, 
he recreated, and faved himfelf by making a 
precipitate retreat into the city. 

Zebul took advantage of this circumftance in 
favour of his friend Abimelech. He reprefented 
to the people the great cowardice of Gaal, and 
that it was folely by means of his conduét that 
they were obliged to fly from the enemy. 
This had the defired effect, for the minds of 
the people became fo prejudiced againft Gaal, 
that they not only took from him the govern- 
ment, but likewife banifhed him from the city. 

In the mean time Abimelech, being informed 
that the citizens intended going into the fields 
to profecute the gathering of the vintage, he 
placed his men in ambufcade near the city to 
durprize them. Accordingly on their firft coming 
out he detached two thirds of his army from the 
reft, with orders that they fhould take poffeffion 
of the gates of the city, and by that means cut 


1 off the retreat of thofe who had left it. 


As foon as Abimelech’s detached party 
thought it a proper time, they made their ap- 
pearance, which {fo terrified the defencelefs She- 
chemites (who by this time had got a confide- 
rable diftance from the city) thar they attempted 
to fave themfelves by flight, but being clofely 
purfued, the greater part of them were put to 
the {word. 

In the mcan time Abimilech, at the head of 
the reft of his army, laid Gege to the city, which 
they took on the firft affault, the inhabitants im- 
mediately confulting their own fafety by fight, 
though, in the attempt, many were flain. After 
Abimelech had thus routed the Shechemites, 
and made himfelf matter of the city, he ordered 
it to be levelled with the ground, and, as the 
laft infult of triumph, had falt* fown on thole 
parts where the walls had ftood. 

Thote of the Shechemites who had efcaped 
the rage of Abimelech, gathered themfclves 
into a body, and for fome time fecreted them- 
felves in a {trong tower ; but not thinking them- 
felves fufficiently fafe here, they left it, and took 
fanétuary in a clufter of {trong holds, belonging 


. to the temple of their idol Berith. Intimation of 


this, being given to Abimelech, he immediately 
marched at the head of his men to the place, 
which was furrounded ‘by a grove of lofty trees. 
On his arrival at the fpat he took an ax in his 

hand, 





that in an inhabited town, but to fhew the deteftation in 
which the inhabitants were held for their conduct, and that 
the place, on that account, fhould never after be rebuilt, 
but remain unpeopled and defolate. 
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and. commanding the men to follow his. 
ee cut off a bough from one of the 
trees, which he laid on his fhoulder, and the 
men. doing the like,’ they casried them to.the 
helds, laying a pile at the mouth of eaeh. 
Having done this Abimelech ordered the 
piles of wood to be fet on fire, which being 
done, every creature of the wretched Sheche- 
mites perifhed in the flames, the whole number, 
men and women together, arnounting to one 
thoufand. ; 

Abimelech, not yet fatiated with revenge on. 
the Shechemites, marched with his army againft 
Thebez, which, being thinly inhabited, and 
but flightly fortified, he took by affault. The 
inhabitants endeavoured to fave themfelves by 
retreating to a ftrong caftle within the .city, 
which being obferved by Abimelech, he advan- 
ced with his men to the place, refolved either to 
reduce them to fubjection, or deftroy them by 
fectting the tower on fire. But his cruel inten- 
tions were happily fruftrated by means of a 
woman, who, while he was ftanding near the 
walls giving direction to his men, threw down 
a large piece of a mill ftone, which falling on 
Abimelech’s head, ftruck him to the ground. 
When he came a little to himfelf, and found the 
wound was mortal, he called for his armour- 
bearer, whom he defired immediately to difpatch 


him, that ic might not be faid he fell by the }} 


hands of a woman. ‘The armour-bearer obeyed’ 
his orders, and when the foldiers found their 
leader was dead, they difperfed, every man _re- 
tiring to his own habitation.—Thus did the Al- 
mighty, in his abundant righteoufnefs, punifh 
both Abimelech and the Shechemites according 
to their deferts ; and, within the fpace of three 
years after their crimes were committed, made 
them the inftruments of each others. deftruction. 

After the death of Abimelech,, and the re-ef- 
tablifhment of the Shechemites, one Tolah, the 
fon of Puah, an eminent man of the tribe of 
Iffachar, was appointed leader of the people, in 
which office he continued for twenty-three years. 
He dwelt, during the whole time of this go- 
vernment, on Mount Ephraim, near the center 
of the country, that: the people might, with the 
greater convenience, refort to him for judgment. 
Though there is. not much recorded of his per- 
fon, yet we may reafonably fuppofe he was a 
prudent and peaceable man; that he reformed 


abufes among the people, endeavoured. to fup- 


prefs idolatry, appeafed tumults, and healed thofe 
wounds which had been 
ftare during the ufurpation of Abimelech. 


the tribe of Manaffeh. He was a man not only 
happy in his worldly acquifitions, but alfa in his 
family. He had no lefs than thirty fons,. each 
.of whom was ‘head of the refpective cizies in 


which they refided: they: were all men of cou-: 


rage, and, with their father, univerfally: efteemed. 
by the people. Jair held the government twenty- 
two years, when he died at an advanced age, and. 
was buried in Camon, a city of Gilead. 
During the life of Jair the Ifraelites payed. a. 


proper attention both to the civil and ecclefiafti- |} 
} thah, and in what.manner he had fignalized 


cal laws of their country; but after his death 
they degenerated in their manners, and gave 
themfelves up to idolatry. They not only wor- 






















given ‘to church and |{ 
| times brought off confiderable fpoils. 
Tolah was fucceeded by Jais, a Gileadite, of }} 
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fhipped Baal and. Afhtaroth, as. they. had freq. 
quently. done before, but likewife. adopted: the, 


‘idols of the neighbouring nations, namely, the; 
' Syrians, Zidoniaps, Ammonites, Moabices, and 


the Philiftines. 
Thefe great enormities fo offended the Al- 
mighty, that, as a punifhment for their fins, he 


: was pleafed to permit the Philiftines and Am- 
, MOMites to invade them on all quarters, and to 
i keep them in a ftate of fiabjection for the fpace 
‘of eighteen years. Nor did thefe people. make 
| their incurfions only on: the tribes that were fitu- 


ated on the eaft fide of the river Jordan.;, bue,, 


palling the river, gave the tribes of Judah, Ben-. 
| Javnin and. Ephraim, no finall moleftation, and, 
by their fundry defeats, made them fenfibly feel 
' the weight of their power. 


The Ifraelites, finding themfelves not able to 


. cope with fuch powerful enemies, grew fenfible 
| of their folly, by which. they had provoked.God 
. thus to punifh them, and therefore, acknowledg- 
jing their fins, humbly befoughr him once more 


) to pardon them, and fuffer them to be again re- 
t ftored to his Divine favour. But God rebuked 
' chem, in very fevere terms, for their ingratitude, 
| and to increafe the pungency of their prefent 


| affliction, bade them call to the gods which they 


had chofen, and try if they would deliver them 
tin the time of their diftrefs. | 

This was a moft cutting reproof to the Ifrae- 
lites, who, to recover God’s Re and protec- 
' tion, immediately fet about a reformation. They 
‘renounced all their idols, and betook themfelves. 
} to his fervice in good earneft; whereupon his 
mercy returning with their repentance, he foon 
| pointed out the means of effecting their deli-~ 
verance. - oo . 

At that time there was, in the half tribe of 
' Manaffeh which fettled on the ealt fide of Jor- 
‘dan, a man of note among his people, whofe 
‘name was Gilead, of the family of that Gilead, 
‘the fon of Machir, to whom Mofes gave the 
city of Gilead, from whence the family took 
their name. This man. had feveral fons. by his: 
wife, and one, named Jepththah, by a concubine. 
After the death of Gilead, his legitimate fons, 


| being then grown up, expelled Jephthah as ha- 
7. ving no right of inheritance with them. In con- 


fequence of this he fet out to feek his fortune, 


and after travelling fome days, at length fettled: 


in the land of Tob. Being a man of great cou- 
rage and intrepidity, he was foon made captain 
ofa fmall army, with whom he frequently made 
excusfions into the enemies ‘country, and fome- 


‘The Ammonites had: now raifed:a very conjfi- 
-aerable army, with a defign (as: was. fuppofed), 
not’ only to invade the country of Gilead, bur 
to lay fiege to the capital. On the other hand, 
the Giliadites-were refolved,. if poffible,. to de- 


| fend their country, and for that purpofe got to- 
| gether what forces they could; but their. great 
misfortune was they had’ not a proper perfon 
‘whom they could: appoint as general, till. at 
4 length a thought occurred which appeared likely, 
“to remove this difficulty. 


. They had heard of the great fame of Jeph- 


himfelf, on various occafions, againft the ene- 
my: they therefore refolved to fend to him an 
offer 
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offer of the command of their army, and in 
confequence of this refotution meffengers were 
senmnediatcly difpatched for the purpofe. 

Jephthah, furprifed at this, afked the meffen- 
gets, how they could expect aay fuccour from 
him who had been expelled his father’s houfe, 
and thereby obliged to feek proteétion in ano- 
ther part of the country. They acknowledged 
that his brethren had treated him with unjuftifi- 
able feverity, but, as they were in great diftrefs, 
and had heard of his diftinguifhed fame as a 
warrior, begged he would forgive and forget 
what was paft, and contribute what affiftance lay 
in his power to the whole body, by taking upon 
himfelf the command of their army againft the 
Ammonites. 

After repea.zd importunities Jephthah at length 
agreed to accept the command ; but upon this 
condition, that if he happened to prove fuc- 
cefsful in the war they fhould eftablifh him 
their governor for life. Their neceffity was fo 
preffing at this time that they readily confented; 
upon which Jephthah went with the meffengers 
to Mizpeh, where the covenant, or agreement, 
made between him and them, was folemnly ra- 
tified and confirmed in the prefence of all the 
people. 

{his matter being adjufted, and Jephthah ap- 
pointed to the command of the whole army 
of the Gilcadites, he fent ambaffadors from Miz- 
peh to the king of the Ammonites, to demand 
the reafon of his invading the country of the 
Gileadites. The anfwer returned by the Am- 
monitifh king was, that the land was his; that 
the Ifraelites, in their paffage from Egypt, had 
taken it from his anceftors, and that he was 
now determined to recover it. 

In confequence of this Jephthah fent other 
ambaffadors, with orders to tell the king of Am- 
mon, that if cither conqueft or prefcription con- 
ferred a title, the Gileadites had a juft right to 
the country they poffeffed, fince they took it 
not from them, but the Ammorites: that they 
had quietly enjoyed it upwards of three hundred 
years ; and that they were determined to oppofe 
an¥ monarch, however powerful, that fhould 
autéinpt to make an infringement on their pro- 
perty. . 

The king of the Ammonites returning an 
haughty anfwer to this meffage, and there ap- 
pearing no likelihood to come to any kind of 
treaty, all farther thoughts on that head was laid 
afide, and each party made the neceffary pre- 
parations for determining the conteft by the 
fword. 

Jephthah, having made every neceffary pre- 
paration, marched at the head of his army to- 
wards that of the Ammonites. When he came 
within fight of the enemy he made a halt, and 
prayed to God, in the moft fervent manner, that 
he would grant him fuccefs in his undertakings. 
He then made a moft folemn vow to God, that 
if he fhould prove victorious he would offer up 
to him in facrifice the firft living creature he 
fhould meet with on his return to his family. 
If, fays he, thou foalt deliver the children of Am- 
men into mine bands, then it fhall be, that whatfo- 
ever cometh forth of the docrs of mine houfe to meet 
me, when I return in peace from the children of aim- 
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mon, fhall furely be the Lord's; and 1 will offer it 
up for a burnt-offering, 


THE 


O may my arms the God. of battles blefs, 
And grant his own lov'd Ifrael with’d fuccefs ; 
And when from war with conqueft I return, 
Whate’er I meet, a facrifice I'll burn. 


Having made this folemn vow, Jephthah 
marched his army againft the Ammonites, whom 
he attacked with fuch fuccefs, that, in a fhort 
time, they were totally routed. Prodigious 
numbers were flain on the field of battle, and 
the remainder, being unable to make the leaft 
refiftance, endeavoured to fave themfelves by 
flight, but being ¢lofely purfued were all put 
to the fword. 

_ Animated by this conqueft, Jephthah marched 
his army againft the principal places belonging 
to the Ammonites, and in the courfe of a fhort 
time, deftroyed twenty cities, together with their 
inhabitants, laying the whole country wafte wher- 
ever he went. Thus did he reduce the power of 
the Ammonites, and extricate his countrymen 
out of thofe troubles under which they had fo 
long laboured from fo- potent an enemy. 

_The war being over Jephthah returned to 
his family, when, lo! inftead of receiving that 
fatisfaction he expected after fo long an abfence, 
a circumftance occurred that pierced him to the 
heart. On approaching his houfe, the firft ob- 
ject that prefented itfelf was his only daughter, 
who came flying, with eager joy, to receive and 
bid him welcome. 

When Jephthah faw his daughter, his foul al- 
moft funk within him, and for fome time he was 
unable to {peak : 


He faw the maid, and like a ftatue ftood, 
Pale was his alter’d face, congeal’d his blood, 


Having a little recovered himfelf, he looked 
at her with tears trickling from his cheeks, rent 
his cloaths as a teftimony of his affliction, and 
after blaming her for her officioufnels in coming 
to meet hiin, told her the vow he had made, 
by which he had obliged himfelf to offer her 
up to God as a facrifice. 


My daughter !—longer mine, alas! no more! 

Thy cruel duty we muft both deplore : 

The word which can’t be chang’d to God is 
patt, . 

Thou now art his, this day muft be thy laft. 


The innocent victim did not appear in the leaft 
alarmed at this melancholy intelligence, but with 
great coolnefs replied, “ If thou haft opened 
“ thy mouth unto the Lord, do to me according 
«© tothat which hath proceeded out of thy mouth; 
« only permit me this indulgence, that I may 
go up and down upon the mountains for two 
months to bewail my virginity, I and my 
fellows.” 

Jephthah readily complied with this requeft, 
and at the expiration of the two months fhe re- 
turned to her father, who did with her accor- 
ding to the vow which he bad vowed: and foe 
knew no man. <And it was a cuftem in Ijrael, 

that 
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that the daughters of Ifrael went yearly to lament 
the daugher of Fephthab the Gileadete four days 


in 2 year tf. 


_. . The. great fuccefsJephthah hbadimet--with in. 


reducing the Ammonites was productive of a 
civil war between the tribes of Ephraim and Gi- 
lead. The Ephraimites were naturally a quar- 
relfome and ambitious people, and being jealous 
of the great fame of ve thah, they affembled 
themfelves together, and demanded of him why 
he went to war with the Ammonites without con- 
fulting therm, threatening, at the fame times that 
they .would fet fire to his houfe, and deftroy 

_ him and _his family. 
In anfwer to this Jephthah told them, they 
‘ could not be infenfible of the oppreffion under 
which théir allies had {6 long laboured, and that 
they had been applied to for their affiftance, but re- 
fufed giving it. ‘That they had acted with the great- 
eftinjuftice, and if they did net content themfelves 
and be quiet, he would compel them to it by force. 


The remonftrance and threats of _Jephthah_ 


were of no avail, for the Ephraimites, inftead of 
paying any attention to them, raifed all the 
torces they could, and prepared themfelves for 
- battle. In confequence of ‘this, Jephthah, at 
-the head of his troops, marched againft them, 
and as foon as the: two armies met a defperate 
battle enfued, in which . Jephthah became victo- 
rious, great numbers of .the Ephraimites being 
-flain on the field, and the reft put to flight. 

To make this conqueft the more fecure, and 
to prevent the Ephraimites from attempting a 
difturbance of the like nature at any. future 
time, Jephthah ordered all the paffes of the river 
Jordan to be fecured, and that fuch of the fugi- 
tive Ephraimites who came thither with an intent 
to ford it fhould be put to the fword. 
Toke appointed to fecure the paffes might 

now whether fuch as came where Ephramites 
or not, he ordered them to make every perfon 
{peak the word Shibboleth, which’ if they were 
unable to do, and inftead of founding it pro- 
perly, called it Sibboleth, they might then de- 
pend on it they were Ephraimites, and fhould 
therefore immediately put them to the fword. 

Thefe orders being ftrictly attended to an- 





+ The fingular vow made by Jephthah, with the circum- 
ftances that attended it, have occafioned no {mall controverfy 
among the learned. The doubt is whether Jephthah offered 
up his daughter for a burnt-offering, or configned her to the 
public fervice of God. It appears from the text that. Jeph- 
rhah’s daughter was not facrificed, but devoted to the Lord. 
itis plain, that in many cafes his vow could -not have been 
executed ; for, fuppofe, on his return, that a dog, or any 
other unclean animal, had firlt met him, he matgt not have 
uted itas a burnt-offering, the law of Moafes having ftrily 
prohibited fuch facrifices.. Befides, if Jephthah was under 
a neceflity of offering his daughter, who was to be employed 
in that difagreeable tatk? ‘The prieits were commanded to 
do all in their power to deter the people from the commiffion 
af fo abominable a practice : the magittrates well knew that 
fuch facrifices were ftri€tly forbidden by God himfelf, and, 
certainly no perfon will imagine that Jephthah could be ca- 
pable of undertaking fo inhuman an office. Upon the whole, 
therefore, it appears that ‘fhe was not facrificed, but devoted 
to the fervice of God; Which opinion is confirmed by the 
‘cred hiftorian himfelf in the two following paffages: - 

-tnd foe knew no man. This expreffion itfelf is a {ufficient 
proof that fhe was not facrificed ; for otherwife it would 
have been fuperfluous to fay, that after the yow was per- 
formed, /be kzew no man. ; x i 

The daughters. of Ifrael went yearly to lament, 8. The 
original word which we render /ament, is ‘open to different 
Ggnifications.” By fome it is tranflated so tal cvith; by 

12 


That the’ 


countries on the other fide the Jordan. 
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fwered the intended effe&, for, the Ephraimtites 
could not {peak the word properl s-bur, leaving 
out the 4 in the firft fyllable, called it Stddolerh, 
which finall variation caf cirli n 
the action, and by thefe means, Ad lefs than 
42,000 of the Ephrcimites were put to the 
fword; and Jephthah, having thus reduced his 
refractory brethren, returned in triumph to Gi- 
lead, where he was received with great applaufe 
by the whole body of the people. 

Jephthah, having thus, through the Divine 
affiftance, fignalized his valour.in a. feries of. fuc- 
cefs, both againft foreign and domeftic ehemies, 


peat the remainder of his life in peace; but 


is was of fhort duration, for after governing 
the people only fix years ‘he paid the debr of 
nature, ‘and was buried in one of the cities of 
Gilead, his native country. . - : 
After the death of Jephthah, the. government 
was vefted in the hands of one.Ibzan, a citizen 
of Bethlehem, and of the tribe of Judah, who, 
the facred hiftorian informs us, had thirty fons 
and as many daughters. He enjoyed the high 
office in which he was placed only feven years, 
when he died at an advanced age, and was bu- 
ried at Bethlehem. wp Oe Ate Pea Se 
Ibzan was fucceeded by Elon, of: the tribe of 
Zebulun, who governed the peaple ten years, 
during which time nothing. material occurred. 
He died and was buried, at Aijalon, a principal 
place belonging to the country of Zebulun. 
Elon, was fucceeded by Abdon, the fon of 
Hillel, of the tribe of Ephraim. -He was uni- 
verfally beloved by the people, after governing 
of whom for eight years, he died at a very ad- 


vanced age, leaving behind him no lefs than 


forty fons and thirty nephews. . He was buried 


with great funeral pomp in the city of Pirathon, 


the place of his nativity. Ne 
Thefe are all the particulars mentioned by the 
Sacred Hiftorian relative to thefe. three laft 
Judges; and the reafon of his being fo particu- 
lar in taking notice of the number of their iffue 
is, to fhew, that the government, at that time, 
was not hereditary, but placed in the hands of 
fuch as were beft approved of by the people. 
CHAP. 





others, to praife. If we adopt the firft, it is ademonftrative 
proof that fhe was alive, and therefore the young women 
went, at certain feafons, to condole with her on her misfor~ 
tune, and to give her fuch comfort as laid in their power. 
If we adopt the latter, the fenfe will be, that they went to 
praife the virtue of her, who, in the mid of her father’s 
affiictions for the miferable condition to which his rath vow 
had fubjected her, did all in her power to affuage his grief, 
by affuring him that the fubmitted to the will of God with 
the utmoit refignation, and that though a ‘tate of perpetual 
virginity was the greateft punifhment that could befal an 
Mraclitith woman, fwho generally placed her greateft happi- 
nefs in the expectation of the Mefiiah {pringing from her) 
yet even this fhe would chearfully undergo, rather than he 
fhould faHify the oath he had made. 

'¢ The word Séééoleth, in the Hebrew, has two fenfee, 
namely, an ear of corn, and floods of water. It is ufed here 
in the latter fenie; and the teft which the Gileadites put the 
Ephraimites to was, bidding them fay, ** Let me pafs over 
the water.”” The vronunciation of words of the fame lan- . 

nage Vv: eee in different parts. An Athenian fpoke 

reek as different from a Dorian, as a northern man fpeaka 
Englith from an inhabitant of the fouth.. It is no wonder, 
therefore, that the Ephraimites could not pronounce the 
word in the fame manner as thofe did who inhabited the 
Sc. Peter was known 
to be a-Galilean by his accent in the court of Pilate’s palace. 
See Matth. xxvi. 73, oe 
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 TBe- Tyrachtes ave opprefed forty years by the Philiftines. 


Gives an inftance of bis remarkable firength by killing 
Marries a woman belonging to the Philiftines, and propounds a riddle of a very fingular 


and promifes ber a fon. 
a Kot. 


Birth of Sampfon. 


nature to the people affembled on the occasion. 
He flays thirty of the Pbiliftines. 


meaning of the riddle, and leaves ber. 


-P, V. 


dn angel appears to the wife of Manosh, 


Js angry with bis wife for baving difclofed the 
Goes to bis father-in- 


law's boufe to feck bis wife, but is refufed ber on account of her having been married to another 


perfor. He burns the Philiftines corn 


He is bound by the men of “Sfudab, and delivered to the 


Philiftines ; but breaketh bis bands, and killeth 1000 of them with the jaw-bone of an afs. He 


carrieth away the gates of Gaza. 
aelivered into the bands of the Philiftines. 
His laft exploit, and deatb. 


URING the adminiftrations of Ibzan, 


-Elon and Abdon, the Ifraelices enjoyed || 


.2 life of perfect eafe and tranquillity for ‘the 
Space of twenty-five years. But, after the death 
of the latter, they relapfed into their old im- 
pieties, the confequence of which was, that God 
permitted them to be invaded and oppreffed by 
‘the Philiftines. for the {pace of forty years, at 
the expiration of which they were happily re- 
-lieved by the following incidents. 

‘There was a certain man, named Manoah, of 
the family of the Danites, whofe wife long la- 


boured under great affliction of mind on ac-~ 


count of her continuing barren, and her hufband 
was no lefs uneafy for want of iffue. This wo- 
man ufed frequently to retire to fome private 
‘fpot, where fhe addreffed herfelf to God, be- 
‘feeching him to remove the unhappinefs of her 
mind by making her fruitful. 

At length, after repeated folicitations, the Al- 
mighty was pleafed to liften to her requeft, and 
to fend an angel to her with this meffage: 


‘Bebold, {aid he, thou art barren and beareft not :. 


but thou foalt conceive and bare a fon. Now, there- 


Sore, beware, I pray thee, and drink not wine, nor } 


firong drink, and eat not any unclean thing, for lo, 
thou fhalt conceive and bare a fon, and no razor 
shall come on bis bead: for the child foall be a 
Naxarite unto God from the womb: and be foal 
Segin to deliver Itrael out of the hands of the 
Poiliftines. 

Surprized, but at the fame time pleafed, at 
this fupernatural intelligence, the woman haften- 
ed home, and related to her hufband all that had 
been told -her by the angel. Manoah was fo 
ftruck with the defcription his wife gave of the 
figure of the angel, that he earneftly befought 
or God that he would be pleafed to vouchfafe 
him a fight of the fame heavenly meflenger. 
The Almighty gracioufly condefcended to com- 
ply with this requeft, the angel again appeared 
when Manoah and his wife were together, and 
repeated the inftructions he had 
‘woman when alone. 

As the angel appeared in human fhape, Me- 


given to. the | 


He falts in love with Datlilab, by whom he is betrayed, and 
They put out bis eyes, and confine bim in prifon. 


noah took him to be a common man, and there- 
fore afked his name; after which as a compli- 
ment for the fatisfactory intelligence he bad 
given him, he entreated him to ftay and 

of an entertainment he would inftantly provide. 
The angel advifed him to exprefs his gratitude 
by offering a facrifice to the Lord ; upon which 
Manoah prepared a kid, with a meat-offering, 
for the purpofe, and performed the ceremony on 
an adjoining rock. Though the el had hi- 
therto thought proper not to make himfelf 
known to Manoah, he. now, on this occaGion, 
convinced him who he was; for no fooner did 
the fmoak arife from the facrifice (by which he 
was ftanding during the whole time of its being 
prepared) than he afcended with the fame, twa 
the diftinét view of Manoah and his wife, and 
gradually difappeared. ‘ 

When they both beheld this they immediately 
proftrated themfelves ‘on the ground, wall know- 
ing that the perfon with wham they had been 
converfing was no other than a meflenger fence 
from God. Manoah was fo impreffed with fear, 
that, after recovering himfelf a litrle, he ex- 
claimed, We fhall furely die, becaufe we bave fees 
God. But the woman, armed with more reafon 
and courage than her hufband, argued with him 
thus: Jf (faid fhe) the Lord were pleafed to kilf 
us, be would not have received a burnt-offering 
and a meat-offering at our hands, neither. would 
be have foewed us all ibefe things, nor would, as 
at this time, have told us fuch things as thefe. 

A fhort time after this the woman became 
pregnant, and, at the expiration of nine moaths, 
was delivered of a fon, whom they named Sam- 
fon, which, in the Hebrew language, fignifies 
robuft, or ftrong. By the confequences that fol- 
lowed, it is reafonable to fuppote that Samfon’s 
parents ftrictly obferved the direGtions given 
them by the angel; for, whilft he was a child, 
the Lord bleffed him, fo that he poffeffed a de- 
gree of ftrength uncommon to children of the 
like age. And while he was but a youth the 
Spirit of the Lord began to move him: at certain 
times, to exert himfelf in actions of ftrength 

and. 


CHar V. 
and adtivity, in the comp 6f Dan §, between Zorab 
and Afptacl, — o as 
. When Samfon was. arrived atthe age of ma- 
turity, his inclinations led‘him te travel, in order 
‘to take a view of ‘the different parts of the coun- 
tty.. While ‘he was on one of 
he arrived at a place called Timnath, a city be- 
longing to the. Philiftines. ef 
ruation he made a fhort ftay in the place, during 
which he became: enamoured with a beautiful 
young woman, the daughter of a reputable citi- 
zen, and his paffion was fo great for her, that he 
was determined, if poffible, to take her to wife : 
but at the fame time he would.not effectually 
proceed till he had firft afked the confent of his 
parents. Hie accordingly returned home with 
the greateft expedition, and having defcribed to 
them to what ‘a degree he was ftruck with the 
perfon of the beautiful Philiftine, befought their 
permiffion to marry‘her. The parents expoftu - 
lated with him on the unreafonablenefs of his 
requeft, urging the impropriety of his forming 
fo clofe an alliance with a perfon who belonged 
to an uncircumcifed family. But the amorous 
youth; confulting his paffion, more than his reli-~ 
gion, preffed fo hard, that his parents (whofe 
ondnefs for him made them grant every indul- 
‘gence in their power) at length affented, and 
went with him to Timnath to treat with her pa- 
rents on the marriage, and to attend the celebra- 
tion of the nuptials. 
In the courfe of their journey to Timnath, it 

happened that Samfon had ftrayed at fome dif- 


tance from his parents, when all on a fudden he 
efpied a young lion, who had come out of the | 


.vineyards of Timnath, running towards him 
with great fury. Notwithftanding this alarming 
fight, Samfon was not in the leaft intimidated, 
but ftanding his ground, as foon as the lion 
came up with him, he immediately feized him, 
and fuch was the great power of his ftrength. 
(given him from above) that he difpatched the 
beaft with as much eafe as if it had been a kid. 
Having done this he threw the carcafe into a 


ditch, and then followed his parents, but did not . 


take the leaft notice of the adventure that had 
happened during his abfence. 


On their arrival at Timnath Samfon’s parents. 
went to thofé of the damfel with whom their - 


fon was fo extravagantly enamoured, and a treaty 


of marriage was formed to the fatisfaétion of. 
both parties; after which Samfon and his pa-- 


rents returned home, the former waiting, with 
eager expectations, for the day that was to crown 
all his wifhes, and make him, as he thought, one 
of the happieit of beings. 


The time fixed for the nuptials being near at 





§ The camp of Dan meant here was propable that place 
where the Danites pitched their camp in their expedition and 
enterprize againft Laith; for it is not likely that the Phi- 
liftines, who had the Ifraelites at that time under entire fub- 


jection, fhould fuffer them to have any landing camp. And, . 


if the Reader looks back a little, this is another proof that 


the ftory of Micah,‘ and of the Danites expedition againi 


Laifh, was tranfatted long before the time of Samfon, 
suey by the compilers of the Bible, they are related 
after, — ; 3 nee . . 


il It wae a very antient cuftom for the matters of feaits to 


Propefe enigmas to their guefts, in order to exercile their 
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thefe excurfions, | 


Pleafed with the fi- ° 


135 
hand, Samfon and his parents, again fet out for 
‘Timnath. : In their way Sampfen, remembering 
the place where he ‘had encountered: with the 
lion, was induced by curiofity to. go ta the {pot, 
in order to fee what was become of the carcafe. 
When he came to the place, he found, to his 
great furprize, a fwarm of bees in the fkeleton 
of the beaft, together with a quantity of honey, 
fome of which he took, and following his pa- 
rents, eating of it as he went, gave a part to 
each, but did not tell them from whence he 
had it, 

_ On their arrival at Timnath every neceffary 
preparation was made for celebrating the nupti 
als, and the day appointed when the anxious 
Samfon was to be poffeffed of his fair and beau- 
tiful partner. It was the cuftom, in ¢thofe times, 
to continue the nuptial entertainment for feven 
days, and, to do the bridegroom greater honowr, 
his wife’s relations had brought with them thirty 
of their prime youths to bear him company. 
In the courfe of the firft day, when harmony 
and chearfulnefs appeared univerfal among the 
whole affembly, Samfon addreffed himfelf to the 
thirty young men, telling them he had a riddle |{ 
to propound to them, and if they could explain 
it before the expiration of the feven days, he 
would give them thirty fuits of cloaths, and an 
equal number of fhirts ; but if they could not, 
they were to forfeit the like to him. The Phi- 
liftines accepting Samfon’s propofition, he gave 
them the riddle as follows: Out of the eater came 
forth meat, and out of the firong came forth fweet- 
nefs. soe 
The Philiftines ufed their utmoft efforts, for 
fix days, to find out an explanation of this riddle, 
but their endeavours proving fruitlefs, and def- 


‘pairing of accomplifhing it before the expiration 


of the time, they knew not what to do, till at 
length they bethought themfelves of the follo 
ing project. On the morning of the fevent 
day, they went to the new bride, and threatened 
her, if fhe did not get the fecret from her huf- 
band, and reveal it to them, they would fet the 


‘houfe on fire, and burn both her and her father. 


Intimidated ‘at thefe threats the woman fat about: 
the bufinefs, and after great difficulty obtained 
from Samfon the particulars of his killing the 
lion, and the honey he found in the carcafe ; all 
which fhe privately communicated to the Phi- 
liftines. . 

Towards the clofe of the feventh day, which 
was the time appointed for expounding the rid- 
dle, the Philiftines affembled before Samfon, one 
of whom, in the name of the reft, faid to him, 
What is fweeter than honey ? and what is ftronger. 
than a lion? 

By 





wit, and enliven converfation, inftead of paffing the whole 
time in downright eating and drinking. The Greeks de- 
rived this cuftom from the Orientals, and they generally 
propofed a reward to thofe who expounded the riddle. Je 
was the cuftem, likewife, as we are informed: by Jofephus, 
for the fages of thofe times to fend or offer riddles to each 
other, asa trial of fagacity, to the expofition ef which re- 
wards and penalties were annexed ; fo that the prefent of a 
riddle was only the ftratagem for a booty. The mytterious 
cover to this kind of wifdom made it be always confidered 
as the mott high-prized accomplifhment. ‘ 
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By thefe queftions Samfon was fully convin- - 
‘ced that his wife shad difcovered the fecret to the 
Philiftines. He knew he had not told it to any | 
other perfon, and therefore, to fhew them he was 
fenfible that fome foul means had been ufed to 
acquire an explanation of the riddle propounded, 
replied with indignation, If you bad not plowed 
with my peifer, you could not have expounded my 
riddle. 

But notwithftanding this deception, Samfon 
was determined to fulfil his engagement ; to ef- 
fect which, in the heat of his pafMfion, he went to 
Afhkelon *, a city of the Philiftines, where, ha- 
ving flain thirty men, he took their cloaths, and 
gave them to thofe who had expounded the 
riddle. 

Fired with refentment at the unfair meafures 
taken by the Philiftines, Samfon fuddenly left 
his wife at Timnath, and went home to his fa- 
ther’s houfe. But though he conccived a juft 
indignation againft the people who had fo impo- 
fed on him, by artfully procuring an explana- 
tion of the riddie, he ftill retained a fondnets 
for the object through whofe means they had 
acquired it, not fo much imputing the difcovery 
to her weaknefs, as to their artifices. 

When Samfon’s -refentment was fomewhat a- 
bated, and his anger appeafed, he returned to 
Timnath to vifit his wife, and as a token of af- 
fe€tion took with him a kid for a prefent. But, 
to his great furprize, when he caine to her father’s 
houfe he was denied admittance to her apart- 
ment, the father giving this as a reafon; that, 
prefuming he had quite forfaken her, he had 
married her to one of the thirty companions who 
attended the wedding feaft, and had expounded 
his riddle : however, he told him, that he had 
another daughter, who was younger and much 
more beautiful, and that if he chofe to accept 
of her, fhe was at his fervice. 

This anfwer was far from fatisfying Samfon ; 


TN 
* "This city was fituated between Azoth and Gaza, on the 
coait of the Mediterranean Sea, about 520 furlongs diflant 
from Jerufalem. It is faid to have been of great note among 
the Gentiles in antient times for a temple dedicated to Di- 
creto, the mother of Semirami;, here worthipped in the form 
of a mermaid: and for another temple of Apollo, where 
Herod, the fatherof Antipater, and grand-father of Herod 
the Great, ferved as pricit. Ie had, in the firit times of 
chriftianity, an epifcopal fee; and in the courfe of the holy 
wars it was beautified with a new wall, and many fair buil- 
dings, by Richard I. king of England. 

+ This circumitance hay occafioned no fmall controverfy 

among different commentators, and many have thought it 
difficult to believe that Samfon could get together fo great a 
number of thefe animals. But the following obfervations 
will clearly point out, thatthe circumttance is far from be- 
ing incredible, or any way open to that ridicule which the 
enemies to Scripture Hiftory have thought proper to throw 
on it. 
In the firit place we are to confider (as the learned Bochart, 
from the accounts of feveral travellers) evinces, that the 
whole country, efpecially that Lie of it which belonged to 
the tribe of Gad, fo abounded with foxes, that they have 
been feen in herds of two or three hundred together, and 
from them feveral places. took their names: that the manner 
of catching them was not (as we may imagine) by hunting 
only, but by {nares and nets ; and that Samion did not do 
this by himfelf in a day ora night, but that, being aitiited 
by his fervants and neighbours {as he wa> a man of confide- 
rable eminence in his ‘country) he might poflibly be fome 
weeks in accomplifhing his defign. : 

In the fecond place the matter will appear far from being 
romantic, when we confider (a: the Roman Liltory informs) 
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but he did not imagine the affront f6 much £° 
arife from the condué of his father-in-law as 
from the general contrivance ~of the Philiftines. 
He therefore turned. fhort, and returned home, 
vowing revenge againft the whole body 6f- the 
people; and it was not long before he put, his 
defign into execution. ie ; 

It happened to be. near the time of harveft, 
and the corn being ripe and fit to cut, Samfon 
hit upon a project for deftroying it, and thereby 
diftreffing the Philiftines by famine. He got 
together three hundred foxes +, and tying them 
two and two by the tails, with a lighted torch 
between each pair, he turned them loole, when 
running into the fields they not only deftroyed 
all the corn, but likewife the vines and olive 
trees, fo that the whole of the furrounding 
cone appeared, for a time, in one continued 

aze. 

It was not long before the Philiftines under- 
ftood who was the author of this deftruétion, and 
fuppofing that Samfon had been induced to take 
fuch a ftep in revenge for the treatment he had 
received from his wife’s family, a large body of 
them went to Timnath, and, feizing Samfon’s 
wife, together with his father-in-law, burnt 
them alive, as being the original caufes of {fo 
great a calamity. 

This circumftance farther irritated Samfon a- 
gainft the Philiftines, and fo far was he from con- 
cealing his refentment, or ufing any private means 
to be revenged on them, that he openly ‘decla- 
red he would have fatisfa€tion. Nor did he fail 
of keeping his word, for, taking a convenient 
opportunity, when a body of the Philiftines were 
affembled together, he fuddenly fell on them, 
and {uch was his amazing ftrength and attivity, 
that few efcaped with their lives. 

Samfon, being confcious that fo rigorous a 
procedure mutt inflame the already incenfed Phi- 
liftines, refolved to fecure himfelf from the con- 

fequences 





what collections have been made of creatures much wilde™ 
and rarer than foxes. As for inftance: Lucius Sylla, when 
he was Prietor, ordered to be fhewn, on the Amphitheatre, 
an hundred lions ; Julius Cafar, when he was Diétator, four 
hundred ; and that the emperor Probus, at one fpectacle, ex- 
hibited a thoufand oftriches, a thoufand itags, ‘an hundred 
Lybian, and an hundred Syrian leopards, with an infinite 
number of other ftrange creatures: and why then fhould it 
be thought to be a thing fo incredible, as to need the inter- 
vention of a miracle (as fome contend) for Samfon, with 
the affittance of his friends, who might be let into hisdefign, 
to get together, in fome time, three hundred foxes, in a 
country that every where abounded with them ? 

Foxes, itis well known, are very apt to do a great deal of 
mifchief wherever they abound, and therefore Samfon might 
have this farther defign in colle&ting fo many, viz. that there - 
by he might clear his own country of fuch noxious animals, 
and at the fame time he very well knew, no creature could 
be more convenient for his purpofe of annoying, and detri-. 
menting his enemies: for, as thefe creatures are very {wilt 
of foot, and have a natural dread of fire, they could not 
well. fail (when once they were turned into it) of fetting 


_the ftanding corn in a blaze, and then, as they were tied in 


couples, tail to tail, this would make them draw one againit 
the other, and being thereby retarded in their flight, and 


’ ftaying, longer in a place, they would give the fire more time 


to fpread itfelf, and at length occafion an univerfal confla- 
gration. : od 

Upon the whole, therefore, it appears that the muttering 
up fuch a number of foxes, in order to burn the Philiftines 
corn, was a thing far from being impraéticable, more efpe.. 
cially when we confider the number of people Samfon had 
10 affiit him in che execution of his defign. oe 
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they came near him, he fuddenly fhapped the 
cords with which he was bound, and feeing the 
jaw-bone of an afs lying on the ground he took 
it up, and, falling on the Philiftines, flew no lefs 
than one thoufand on the fpot, which fo inti- 
midated the reft, that, inftead of attempting to 
make any refiltance, they betook themfelves to 
flight §. 

Fatigued with this encounter, and being excef- 
five thirfty, Samfcn fought for water, but found 
himfelf in a place where no fuch refrefhment 
was to be had, without fome miraculous inter- 
pofition. In this diftreffed firuation he made his 
fupplications to God, befeeching him to grant 
him fome relief in his prefent, exigency. 2 hou 
baft given (faid he) this great deliverance into the 
hand of thy fervant: and now feall I die for 
thirft, and fall into the hands of the uncircumcifed ? 
His Divine Proreétor was pleafed to liften-to 
his complaint, by immediately caufing a ftream 
of delicious warer to iffue from an.hollow rock 
adjacent to Lehi, wherewith Samfon allayed his 
thirft, and was revived ; and from this event the 
place was called -En-hakkore, which; in: the 
Hebrew language, fignifies, - tbe well of bim- that 
‘prayed. ide 2 eh A ae 
-, After this fingular conqueft Samfon looked 
upon the Philiftines- with contempt.; 7 and-Aot 
fearing any hurt they:could do xhim,. beswent 
openly into ane of their citres called Gazawhere 
- he took up his refidence>in a hoafe-of public 
rentertainment,: The governor of the-town beiag 
acquainted with Samfon’s fituation, tefolyed ato 
have him feized and put to.death, -Hetherefore 
placed guards -without’-thes gates of the “sity, 
giving them orders that if theycfhootd frit he 
“was about'to leave whe place, which At wat#moft 
likely he would eithel fotme -pareo£ mii 
or very early the next mornings ‘they how ha- 
mediately feize and confine him, 

But Samfon having, by fome means orothely 
received intelligence of the governs defign 
againft him, baffled?"alP hs: -im@titions, arid ren- 
dered them totally -tneffeettal.8 Fle! avofe about 
midaight; and going tethé gids uftthe-ery took 
not only them, but likewife the pofts || and_bars 
that faftened ther pod his MoU Taers? the Mhole 
of which he -carried: to7thé top'ofa MNOS tahd 
there left them.: chee URE tae 

Soon after this a cifcumftafiee “happend, 
which, in the end, proved fatal to Safifin. 'Ffe 

oo an feunately 
a «8D UO ISS 
Ee fied OT 
In confequence of this vi€tory Samfon compofed a trium- 


phant fong, of which the two following lines appear to have 
been the chorus: ~ ; Ae ee a 


uences of their refentment; and therefore 
ei to the top ofthe rock Etamf, which 
was fituated in a part of the country belong- 
ing to the tribe of Judahn 

When the Philiftines underftood where Sam- 
fon had fecreted himfelf, a confiderable body of 
them marched into Judah, and encamped .at a 
place called Lehi, fituated at a finall diftance 
from the rock Eram. From hence they fent 
ambaffadors to the. principal inhabitants of the 
place, demanding of them the perfon of Samfon, 
on whom they fought revenge for his having 
made fuch deftruétion not only on the pro- 
duce of their country, but likewife its inha- 
bitants. . shad 

In confequence of this, the Ifraelites, thinking 
their own fituation exceeding dangerous, imme- 
diately difpatched an armed force to Samfon’s 
retreat, with orders to bring him from thence 
that he might be given up to the Philiftines. 

On their arrival at the place, they told Samfon 
their bufinefs, informed him to what a degree the 
Philiftines are enraged againft him, and pointed 
out the danger to which they were expofed on his 
account. Knoweft thou not, faid they, that the Phi- 
liftines are rulers over us? what is this ibat thou 
haft done unto us? To -which Saimfon replied, 
As they did unto me, fo bave I done unto them. 
They then told him he muft anfwer for his own 
conduét, and that if he did not chufe to go with 
them quietly, they had orders to bind him and 
take him by force, for that the Philiftines were 
fo enraged, that, unlefs he was delivered into 
their hands, the whole body of the Ifraelites 
would fall victims to their refentment. 

Samfon was not infenfible of his own ftrength, 
but he did not chufe to exert himfelf againft’ his 
countrymen. He therefore not only~ complied 
with their requeft in leaving the place of his fe- 
curity,but likewife agreed to be bound with cords, 
on condition they would do him no - farther 
hure than delivering him into the hands of his 
enemies. He accordingly left the rock,- and 
being brought bound to the ambaffadors, they 
conduéted him to the camp of the Philittines, 
who no fooner faw him at a diftance, than they 
ran in confiderable bodies to meet him, exulting 
at their fuppofed conqueft over fo daring an 
invader. : 

But Samfon foon convinced-them of the im- [|- 
propriety of their imaginations. As foon as 


















t This rock was fo fcrmed by nature as to be acceffible . 
only by one path, and that fo narrow as not to admit two 
people to walk abreaft; by which it was, perhaps, one of 
the moft defenfible places that could be met with. . 

§ It may. appear ftrange to fome that a fingle perfon, with 
no other inftrument than the jaw-bone of an afs, fhould be 
able to lay fo many people dead at his feet ; but all wonder 
will ceafe when we properly attend to the words of the text, 
that, at the time, she Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
4im, The Philiftines, no doubt, were aftonifhed to fee the 
cords fall fo fuddenly from his hands, and he advancing, 
with the greateft fury, againft them ; but the whole mult 
be afcribed to the power of God, who can increafe our 
ftrength, in all refpeéts, to what degree he pleafes, and at 
the fame time enfeeble the {pirits of thofe who oppofe his 
defigns in fuch a manner that they shall not have power to 
help themfelves. 

rom this fingular atchievement the place was afterwards 

called Ramath-Lehi, which, in the Hebrew language, fig- 

Nifies, rhe lifting up of the jaw-bone. te ; 
12 


With the jaw-bone of an afs have I'djfperfed them ; 
With the jaw-bone of an afs have I flew a thoufand men. 


{| He did not flay toto break open the gates, but plucked 
the pofts out of the ground, id. the doors hanging upon 
them faft barred; which extraordinary ,action fo aftonifhed 
the guards, that they had not power to follow him. 

* The words in the text are, be carried them up te the top 
of a hill that is before. Hebron, Judges xvi. 3. But the word 
which we tranflate Scfore, equally fgnibets in the fight of 
Hebrox ; and, theretore, fince the diftance between Gaza 
and Hebron is no lefs than twenty miles, it is moit probable, 
‘that the hill where Samfon left the gates lay between the 
two cities, and in view of both, that the inhabitants of one 
might behold them to their confufion, and of the otherago 
their fatisfation, in hopes, of a future deliverance. 

Mm 
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unfortunately fell in love with a beautiful wo- 
man, named Delilah, who lived in the Vale of 
Sorek ¢, which lay in thofe_territories belonging 
to the tribe of Judah; and fo captivated-was he 
with the perfonal charms of this woman, that he 
facrificed himéelf entirely to her will, totally for- 
getting every precaution neceffary for his own 
ety. 

The prifcipal leaders of the Philiftines having 
obferved for fome time, Samfon’s ungovernable 
pafiion for this woman, determined to take ad- 
vantage of it, and, if poffible, procure his de- 
ftruction. To effect this they took the oppor- 
tunity of getting an interview with the woman, 
whom they promifed, that if fhe would learn of 
‘Samfon, and difcover to them, what was the caufe 
of his wonderful ftrength, and in what manner 
he might be deprived of it, they would reward 
her with a confiderable fum of money. 

The treacherous Delilah undertook the tafk, 
and ufed all the art fhe was miftrefs of to obtain 
from Samfon the important fecret. Unwilling 
to difcover it, he amufed her with fictions, ma- 
king her believe that his ftrength confifted fome- 
times in one thing, and fometimes in another: 
firft, that binding him with bands made with 
‘green withs, or twigs; then, by tying him with 
feven ropes never before ufed; and again, 
weaving his hair into treffes, and filleting them 
up, would bereave him of his ftrength. 

Delilah tried all thefe maxims, but finding 
them of no effeét, fhe upbraided Samfon with 
being falfe, telling him, his apparent affection 
for her was all deceit, otherwife he would not he- 
fitate to tell her a matter fhe was fo anxioufly 
defirous to know. 

At length, by daily importunities, did the 
treacherous Delilah prevail on Samfon to divulge 
the important fecret : 


3 He cou’d no more, his ftubborn heart gave 
way ; 
Doubly betray’d, he does himfelf betray : 
Like eafy man the fatal fecret tells, 
Which, like bafe woman, Delilah reveals. 


He told her that all his ftrength and fecurity 
depended on the prefervation of his hair. There 
hath not, faid he, come a razor upon mine head: 
for I bave been a Nazarite unto God from my mo- 
sher’s womb : if I be foaven (or have my haircut 
off) shen my ftrength will go from me, and I foall 
become weak and like another man }. 

From the manner in which Samfon told this, 





+ The Valley of Sorek (through which paffed the river 
of the fame name, and where, in the times of Eufebius and 
St. Jerome. ftood the village of Cephar-Sorek) was fituated 
tothe north of Eleutheropolis, near Zorah, the place of 
Samfon’s birth. ‘This place, famous for its vines, was about 
a mile and an_half from Efhcol, whence the fpies brought 
their bunch of grapes, as a fample of the fruittulnefs of the 
country. Here it was that Samfon had the misfortune to 
become acquainted with Delilah. Itisdoubted whether fhe 
was a Jewefs or a Philiftine, a courtezan, or a woman of re- 
putation. St. Chryfoftom and fome others affert, that Sam- 
fon married her ; but it feems much more probable that fhe 
was only his concubine. Samfon unhappily abandoned him- 
felf intirely to her, and her method of proceeding feems to 
prove, not only that fhe was a Philiftine, but a woman of a 
very defpicable character. - 


1 Jofephus paraphrafes thefe words of Samfon to Delilah - 
1 
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Delilah believed he fpoke truth, and fendi: 
word to the chief of the Philiftines, that the h 
got the fecret from him, they came and paid the 
money they had covenanted to give her. Seon 
after this, Samfon, being weary, fell fat afleep 
with his head in Delilah’s lap; upon which fhe 
took this opportunity of trying the truth of 
his affertion. She caufed a perfon, whom the 
thought moft proper for the purpofe, to. take off 
his hair while he was afleep, which he did with 
fuch eafe and dexterity as not to give the leaft 
difturbance to the unfufpeéting and facrificed 
Samfon. As. foon as he awoke, and began to 
move, he difcovered that he had loft his ftrength§, 
and putting his hand to his head was not infenfi- 
ble of the caufe. When Delilah found that he 
was no more than another man, fhe delivered 
him into the hands of the Philiftines, who, after 
putting out his eyes, conducted him to Gaza, 
put him into prifon, and obliged him to grind in 
a mill like a common flave {. 

Samfon had not been long in prifon before his 
hair grew again, and with it returned his ftrength. 
In the mean time the Philiftines (not knowing 
this) had apponiee a certain day on which the 
princes, nobility and heads of the people, were 
to affemble, to return thanks to their idol Dagon, 
for having delivered Samfon (whom they confi- 
dered as their worft enemy) into their hands. 

The affembly being met, and this part of the 
ceremony performed, the whole company retired 
to participate of a regale which had been pro- 
vided on the occafion. The feaft was held in a 
very clegant and fpacious building, the roof of 
which was principally fupported by two hand- 
fome pillars. In the height of their merriment 
it was propofed that Samfon fhould be fent for 
out of prifon, that they might divert themfelves 
at the expence of his misfortune. This propofi- 
tion being univerfally approved of, Samfon was 
accordingly brought into the place, and for fome 
time made the fport of the whole company. 
This fevere and cruel treatment vexed Samfon 
to the heart, and knowing that he was not now 
deficient of his ftrength, he refolved.to return it on 
his perfecutors. He complained of being greatly 
fatigued with ftanding fo long, and begged of 
lace, to let him 
lean againft the pillars to reft himfelf. Suffer me 
(faid he to the lad) shat I may feel the pillars 
whereupon the boufe ftandeth, that I may lean upon 
them. The lad complied with Samfon’s requeft, 
upon which, finding himfelf between the two 
pillars, he earneftly prayed to God to give him 

ftrength 





thus: ‘* Iam under the care of God: Born by his im- 
‘© mediate Providence. J nourifh my hair; for he forbade 
“* that I fhould ever have it cut off, and i. is therein that ail 
«© my flrength confifts.” 

§ It is no wender that God fhould forfake a man who had 
forfaken Him to plunge into the excefs of a criminal paffion. 
Samfon’s extraordinary ftrength was not inherent in himfelf, 
but depended entirely on the Divine power coming upon 
him when there was need of it, fo long as he paid pi og 
attention to thofe things which belonged to the vow of a Na- 
zarite. 

|| Before the invention of wind or water mills, the corn 
was ground in hand-mills; and it is probable that in this 
prifon where Samfon was confined, there was a public mill 
for the purpofe, at which malefactors and flaves were kept 
conftantly employed, £2°% 
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rength to be revenged on: his. enemies: O.Lord 
Gal iid he), remember me, I pray thee; and 
frrengti me ee te me that I:may be avyenged 
of the Philiffinesfor my tie OES," hace 
of he ieee pleaféd ta liften to-his te- 
queft, and to, give him {uch a ees ee 
as to enable. him, to.accomplifh the ends defired. 
Gralping thé two pillars, one with each arm; he 
faid, Let me die with the Philiftines; after which 
he exerted himfelf to fuch a degree, that, forcing 
the pillars from their bafes, the whole building 
fell to the ground *.” Samfon had more com- 
pany with him at this time than at any other 
during the courfe of his life, for, befides the 
princes and nobility of the Philiftines, there 
were no lefs than 3000 men and women in the 
roof, the whole of whom, together with Samfon, 
were crufhed to death. 

Such was the end of Samfon, after having held 
the government of Iffael twenty years. € was 
a man not only remarkable for his great ftrength, 
but his diftinguifhed magnanimity, and purfued, 
to the laff moment of his life, his revenge on the 
enemies of his country, flaying more of them at 
his death than he had ever done during the 
courfe of his life. 
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‘power of the Devil, and triump 


From the Datu of Mosss, ta the building 6f Socomoy’s TEMPce. 


_ Wher his relations. heard of .what bad, pafied, 
they came to. Gara in featch pf his Dae which, 
having fotind, they ¢oak dway. wih: them, and 
interred it in the fepulcre of his anceftors +. ~~ 

. If we reflect on the very fingular charaéter of 
Samfon; we cannot do othgrwife than confider 
him in the light of’a very extraordinaryperion, 
immediately raifed up by God for the. chaf- 
tifement of the Philiftines. In ‘this’ view, his 
death was heroic, as he. voluntarity. facrificed 
himfelf to the fervice’ of. his. country, by ‘the 
deftruction of thofe who fad, in a bafe manner, 
infulted him and his God; find who, holding thé 
Ifraelites in bondage, vainly imagined their ido? 
Dagon fuperior to the eternal Jehovah, 2 

Samfon was, unqueftionably, a very fingulat 
type of the Meffiah. He was called and fanéti- 
fied in and from the womb; and fet apart fo 
deliver his people out of the hands of. their 
enemies. He performed all by his own perfonal 
ftrength alone, without affiftance, and almoft 
without weapons; and, in his death, eminently 
did more than in his life, thereby deftroying the 

r ing over all his 
enemies, . 





VI. 


Eli, the bigh-prieft, fucceeds to the government of the Ifraelites. Birth and parentage of the prophet 


Samuel. Wickednefs of Ek’s fons. 


. Sent ta bim to confirm the meffage. 
the Covenant taken, and Elis two fons flain: 


The Ifraclites engage the Philiftines, are defeated, the Ark 


A prophet chaftifes Eli for bis great remiffie(s in the govern: 
ment of the people, and threatens him and his family with déeftruétion. 


The prophet Samuel is 
of 


Eli, om bearing this news, falls down, and breaks 


bis neck. The Philiftines convey the. Ark into the boufe of their idol Dagon, who falls down before 
it. On this account the Ark is removed to different places, and at length comes again into the 
Poff ion of the Ifraelites. By Samuel's means the Ifraelites folemnly repent at Mizpeb, and aftera 


wards conquer the Philiftines. 


Samuel, being grown old, makes bis fons Sfudges, 


They adt with 


great indifcretion, on which account the Iraelites intreat Samuel to chufe them a king. He liftens 
to their requeft, but informs them what will be the confequences of their having fuch a leader. 


CCORDING to the Sacred Writings the 

government of the Ifraclites, after the 

death of Samfon, fell into the hands of Eli, the 

High-prieft, in whom it continued fome years, 

though not with that credit to him which his pre- 
deceffors had juftly merited. 

The fir material circumftance that occurred 





* The building in which this tranfaétion happened was 
formed in the ae of an amphitheatre, and folely adapted 
for the purpofe of feltivity on particular occafions. 
appear ftrange to fome that the-f of a man thould -be 


able to. thake fo great'a fabricg but their wonder will ceafe 


when they confider the nagurt of its comftruétion, the moft 
clear defcription of which de thes given ‘by that great archi- 
teét Sir Chriftopher Wren. ‘* In confidesing (fays he) what 
“* this fabrick muft be, that could at one pall be demotithed, 
‘* I conceive it was an oval amphitheatre, the fcene im the 
‘* middle, where a vait roof of cedar-beams, re@ing round 
** upon the walls, centered all upon.one thort 
** that united two cedar pillars in the-middle ; one pillar 
“* would not be fufficient to unite the ends of at leaft one 
* hundred beams that tended to the centre 3 therefore, 1 
** fay, there muft be a fhort architrave refting u 
“* lars, upon which all the beams tending to the centre of 
“* the amphitheatre might be fupported. Now if Samfon, 


itrave, | 


two pil- 


after Eli became governor of the. people was, 
the birth of the prophet Samuel, the particulars 
attending which were as follow : Son 4 
In the city of Ramah, belonging to the tribe 
of Ephraim, lived a man named Elkanah, who, 
as the cuftom then was, had two wives, the one 
named Hannah, and the other Peninnah. By 
the 





.** by his miraculous ftrength prefling upon thefe pillars, 


** moved them from their hafes, the whole roof muft of ne- 


© ceffity fall.” The fu pofition, therefore, that the ends 


of the beams were unitedin acircle in the middle will re- 
move'any difficulty that may arife from confidering that no 
lefs than 3009 perfons were fpettators of Sam{fon’s ill treat. 
ment from the roof; for this manner of conftruétion mu 
naturally afford a fufficient convenience for the purpofe, 
Pliny mentions two theatres. built at Rome by Caius 
Curio, which were large enough tocontain the whole Roman 
people, and yet of fo fingular a conftruétion, as to depend 
on a fingle hinge or pivot. And in Tacitus we read of great 


- deftrucétion being made by the fall of a theatre fimilar to this 


occafioned by Samfon. ; 

+ The Philiftines were {6 terrified and humbled at the 
clofing {cene of Samfon’s ftrength and courage, that when 
his brethren came to take away his body, they did not offer 
them the leaft.moleftation, . : 
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the latter of thefe he had children, but by Han- 
nah he had not any, notwithftanding they had 
been together for fome ‘years. 

Elkahah' (as he was atcuftomeéd to do once a 
year) weht up to Shiloh to worfhip and facrifice 
to the Lord ; and being a pious and religious 
man, he took with him his two wives, that they, 
in like manner, might make their oblations. 
After having made his offerings, he gave a pre- 
fent to each of his wives, but Hannah’s portion 
(who, notwithftanding her fterility, was his 

reateft favourite) was double to that he beftowed 
on Peninnah. 

‘This was highly refented by Peninnah, who, 
priding herfelf on her children, reproached Han- 
hah for her barrennefs. The latter took this 
treatment fo to heart that fhe cried and wept 
bitterly, which being obferved by Elkanah, he 
did all in his power to comfort her and remove 
her grief. But Hannah fought for comfort from 
amore powerful hand. _ She repaired to the ta- 
bernacle (at the door of which fat Eli the high- 

rieft) and there, falling on her knees, prayed, 


in the moft earneft manner, that God would be. 


pleafed to remove her affliétion by bleffing her 
with a fon, vowing, that if her requeft was 
granted fhe would dedicate him to the Lord all 
the days of his life, and that 2o razor foould come 
upon bis head. 

Eli, the prieft, feeing Hannah’s lips move, but 
not hearing her fpeak, imagined that fhe was in- 
toxicated with wine, and therefore rebuked her : 
« How long, faid he, wilt thou be drunken? put 
away thy wine from thee. To ‘which Hannah 
replied, No, my lord, I am a woman of a ferrowful 

irit: I bave drank neither wine nor ftrong drink, 
but have poured out my foul before the Lord. Count 
not thine bandmaid for a daughter of Belial: for 
out of the abundance of my complaint and grief 
have I {poken hitherto. 

When Ei, found hiimfelf miftaken, he turned 
his reproof into a bleffing : Go (faid he to her) 
in peace: and the God of Ifracl grant thee thy pe- 
tition that thou haft afked of him. 

Hannah was fo comforted with the bleffing 
beftowed on her by Eli, and his prayers for the 
fuccefs of her requeft, that fhe returned, with 
chearfulnefs to her hufband, who expreffed his 
fatisfagtion at fo fudden but agreeable a change, 
though quite a ftranger to the caufe of it. Early 
the next morning, after performing their reli- 
gious fervices, they all departed, and returned to 
ther habitation at Ramah. 

It was not long after this before Hannah was 
made fenfible that God had been. pleafed to liften 
to her requeft, and to grant her petition. . She 
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{ The hymn which Hannah compofed and fang on this 
eccafion is contained in the ten firft verfes of the fecond chap- 
ter of the firft Book of Samuel; and may be thus para- 
phrafed : 


In God, my Saviour, O my foul, rejoice ! 
Awake my vocal lyre !_ my tuneful voice! 
Thee, Holy! Holy! Holy! Thee alone, 
Officious angels ferve around thy throne. 


Infult no more ye hard of heart and proud ! 
» Reftrain your tongues, nor talk fo fierce and lwud ! 
For God’s impartial eye the world furveys, 
With equal juftice every ation weighs. 
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found (to the great fatisfaétion both of herfelf 
and hufband) that fhe had contejved; and ac- 
cordingly, in the proper courfe of ‘time, being. 
delivered of a boy, fhe naned Bim’ Samuel 
which fignifies, afked of God. 

When the child was grown to a oe 
to be weaned, Hannah, accompanied by her.hufé 
band and family, went with fim, according t& 
her promife, to the tabernacle of the Lord at 
Shiloh ; on which occafion they took with them 
an offering, confifting éf three bullocks, an 
ephah of flour, and a botdle ofwine. = 

On théir arrival at Shiloh, Hannah, taking the 
child with her, went to Eli, the prieft, and told 
him, that fhe was the woman who, fome time 
before, had prayed to God for a child; and that 
the Almighty having been pleafed to“grant. het 
requeft, fhe came to perform her vow, which 
was, to dedicate him to the fervice of the Lord. 
She then prefented the child to Eli, who re- 
ceived it with the moft diftinguifhed joy, and 
returned thanks to God for having been pleafed 
to liften to Hannah's petition. The pious Han- 
nah likewife made her acknowledgments to. God 
for this fingular favour in a thankfgiving hynn 
fhe had compofed on the occafion, and which 
fhe fang in the prefence of Eli, and the other 
priefts, who attended at the tabernacle f. i 

Hannah having performed her vow, prepared 
herfelf to return with her hufband to Ramah ; 
upon which Eli pronounced on them this blef- 
fing: The Lord, faid he, (addreffing himfelf to 
Elkanah) give thee feed of this woman, for the 
loan which is lent to the Lord. “We then, in 
the prefence of Hannah and her hufband, 
cloathed thcir child Samuel with a proper habit, 
even with a linen ephod, that he might attend on 
the fervice of the tabernacle. Bhs 

After this Elkanah and Hannah rook their 
leave of Eli, and departed for Ramah; and the 
bleffing which Eli had given them was not in 
vain, for, in the courfe of time, they had five 
other children, namely, three fons and two 
daughters. " 

Samuel, being thus placed in the hands of Ell, 
he took all the care of him that was poffible, and 
as the child grew up, fuch were the merits of his 
natural difpofition, that he not only grew in fa- 
your with God, but was likewife beloved by his 
fellow-creatures. 

Thele circumftances gave the moft fatisfactory 
pleafure to Eli, but his happinefs was greatly -dif- 
turbed by the mifconduét of the heads of: his 
family. He was, of himfelf, a very good kind 
of man, both as prieft and judge, but, unfortn- 
nately, he was, by far, too indulgent to his chil- 

dren. 
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The mighty bows, which thighty arms did wield, 
Unftrung and broke, are fcatter’d round the field. 
O. Gad of ftrength, by Thee che weal are rais’d, 
The angry fill’d, the rich and proud debas'd : 
The barren womb a num’rons offspring fills, 
*Tis he that makes alive, "tis he that kitts : 
*Tis he alone, or pobr or rich to make, “ 
: He from the -dunghill does the Lazar take, 
To gloomy thades th’ anjaft thall be confin’d, 
. His foes Mall God’s fierce-wrath to pieces grind : 
While from his angry throne th’ unerring darts, 
With vengeance wing’d, thall pierce their faithless hearts. 
O’er all the world fhall he extend his fway, . ¥ 
And all the world his facred laws cbey. 
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dren. He had two fons, the one:hamtd-Hoph- 


ni, and the other: Phinthas, -barh of :whoniwere.. 


mere libertines. Fhay-domineered aventhe men; 
and violated the women who cain€.to ‘rheit. de- 


votions ; and fo far were: they from being content _ 


with the portion~ allotted ‘them..as- priefts, that 
tity forced from the people. (even beforé they 

mnade'their oblations) what part of the fa= 
crifice they.pleafed. Thefe.horrid proceedings, 


from thofe who ought to: have fet virtuous ex-: 


amples, occafioned a general diffipation. among 
the people, who thought themfelves authorized 
in their _mifconduct from the precedent fet them 
by their fuperiors; fo that religion grew into 
contempt, and the worfhip of God was almoft 
totally difufed. 

Eli was not infenfible of the ill conduct and 
depravity of his fons; but, inftead of chaftifing 
them as his authority required, he only reproved 
them at times, and that in fuch gentle and mild 
terms, as rather encouraged, than deterred them 
from proceeding in their wicked practices. 

At length, the Almighty, being provoked at 
the remiffnefs of his fervant Eli, fent a prophet 
to him to threaten him and his family with de- 
ftruction ; to upbraid him with his ingratitude in 
flighting the facerdotal honour which he had been 


pleated to confer on him ; to foretel the death of 


his two wicked fons in one day, and the removal 
of his priefthood into another and better family. 
And to thew Eli the wretched poverty that his 
potterity fhould fall into, he farther told him, 
That every one who fhould be left in his houfe 
fhould come and crouch to a more faithful prieft 
(whom the Lord would fet up) for a piece of 
filver and a morfel of bread; and fhould fay, 
Put me, I pray thee, into one of the pricfts’ offices, 
that I may eat a piece of bread. 

A fhort time after this the Almighty was pleafed 
to give Eli an awful denunciation of his judgment 
by a much younger hand. This was no other 
than the young Samuel, whom God had been 
pleafed not only to take under his immediate 
protection, but likewife to endue him with the 
gift of prophecy. He lodged in the farther part 
of the tabernacle among the [evites; and one 
night, while he was in bed he heard a voice cal- 
ling him by his name, upon which, as the man- 
ter then was, he anfwered, Here am I. Sup- 
pofing the voice to be that of Eli’s, Samuel 
immediately arofe, went to his apartment, and 
afked his pleafure. Eli, furprized at this, told 
Samuel he muft certainly be miftaken, for that he 
had not even mentioned his name fince he was 
jaft with him. On this Samuel retired, and went 
again to reft, buthe was foon interrupted by the 
fame voice, who, three feveral times, diftinctly 
called him by his name. . In confequence of this 
he again arofe, went to Eli, told him what had 
paffed, and that was he affured the voice mutt 
have been his. 

Eli began now to think that there was fome- 
thing more than common in this circumftance, 
more particularly as he was confcious to himfelf 
that he had not even mentioned Samuel’s name. 
He was convinced, in his mind, that it muft 
have’ been the voice of God, and therefore told 
Samuel to go again to reft, and if he fhould hear 
a repetition of the voice, to make this reply, 
Speak, Lard, for thy fervant beareth. 
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camped at Aphek, a city of Judah. 
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Siinuel did as Eli:hdd direéted; and’ on again 


chearing .the voice,’ gave the necelffary . reply ; 


upon which God was pleafed to acquaint him with’ 
the punifhment to be inflifted on Eli and his fa- 
mily, the former for his remiffnefs in the govern- 
ment of the people, and the latter for their un- 
paralleled wickednefs: The fentence given by 
the Almighty at this time; and on this occafion, 
was exprefied in words to the following effect: 
‘¢ Allthat I have fpoken concerning Eki and his’ 
“* houfe I will perform; for I have told him 
© that I will judge his houfe for ever for the ini- 
€ quity to which he has been privy. Becaufe his 
© fons made themfelves vile, and he did not re- 
*€ ftrainthem. Therefore I have fworn unto the 
‘© houfe of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli’s houfe _ 
“€ fhall not be purged with facrifice, nor of- 
*¢ ferings for ever.’ . 3 ; 

This feritence was fo terrible; even to Samuel, 
though he had no fhare in it, that, for fome time, 
he was unwilling to acquaint Eli with what had 
paffed. But Eli, alarmed at what had before hap- 
pened; and imagining that fomething extraordi- 
nary would follow, infilted on knowing. At 
length Samuel complied, and gave him a parti- 
cular.account of all that had been revealed to 
him, which Eli received with a mind fully re- 
figned to the Divine will: J¢ is the Lord, faid hes 
let him do what fieneth him good: 

A fhort time after this God was pleafed to ap-. 
pear again at Shiloh, and there reveal himfelf 
to his fervant Samuel. As he advanced in years, 
fo he increafed in grace, and whatfoever Samuel 
told the people, the Almighty was pleafed ts 
caufe it to be accomplifhed; fo that in a fhort 
time all Ifrael, from Dan even to Beerfheba, knew 
that Samuel was eftablifoed to be a prophet of the 


a & 


; Lord 7 ; 


There had been but few prophets for a great 
courfe of years, and revelations were very {carce ; 
fo that when the Ifraelires found that God had 
appointed Samuel to the prophetic office, they 
were greatly rejoiced, concluding that whatever 
they fhould undertake in future would be at- 
tended with fuccefs. a 

Animated with thefe reflections, the Ifraelites 
refolved to take up arms, and, if poffible, to 
refcue themfelves out of the hands of the Phi- 
liftines. For this purpofe, without confulting 
either God or their priefts, they marched their 
army from Shiloh, and encamped at a place af- 
terwards called Eben-ezer. The Philiftines; hav- 
ing been informed of the motion of the Ifra- 
elites, led out their army againft them, and en- 
The next 
day the two armies met, when a defperate battle 
enfued, which proved fatal to the Ifraelites, no 
lefs than 4000 being flain on the fpot, and the 
reft put to flight. , 

This defeat greatly alarmed the Ifraelites,; fome 
of whom imputed it to arife from their want of 
the Ark in the army, which, as the fymbol of 
God’s prefence, they faid would be a fure means 
of fuccefs, Accordingly, proper meffengers were 


_difpatched to Hophni and Phinehas, with orders 


for them immediately to bring the ark ; which no 
fooner arrived in the camp than the people tefti~ 

fied their joy by the loudeft acclamations. 
When the Philiftines firft heard that the Ark 
was brought into the camp of the Hraelires they 
Na were 


142 
were greatly difpirited ; but at Jength, takiag 


courage, and exhorting .each, other to perfe~’ 
verance, they prepared themfelves to oppofe the 


enemy, ; 
- The Ifraelites, too confident of fuccefs,, at- 
tacked the Philiftines with great fury; but they 
were foon repulfed, with the lofs of 30,000 men, 
among whom were Hophni and Phinehas, the 
two fons of Eli. The reft of the army were glad 


to favethemfelves by flight; fo that the Ark of 


the Lord fell into the hands of the Philiftines. 

The melancholy news of this defeat was car- 
ried to Shiloh, on the very fame day it happened, 
by a foldier belonging to the tribe of Benjamin, 
who had made his efcape from the field of battle. 
As foon as it was known, an univerfal outcry and 
Jamentation prevailed throughout the city; and 
when Eli came to underftand what was the caufe 
of it, he fent for the man to know the particu- 
lars. The foldier told him, the Ifraelites were 
routed, his two fons flain, and the ark of the 
Lord taken by the enemy. 


Eli heard of the defeat of the army, and the. 


death of his fons, without appearing in the leatt 
agitated; but, when he was told the Ark of the 
Lord had fallen into the enemy's hands, his {pi- 
rits forfook him, he fell from his chair, and 
breaking his neck, inftantly expired. 
died Eh the high-prieft, in the 98th year of his 
age and 4oth of his government. 

When the wife of Phinchas (who was at this 
time with child and near her time) heard of the 
deaths of her hufband and father, and (what 
was wortt of all) of the captivity of the ark, fhe 
immediately fell in labour, and being delivered 
of a fon, had juft ftrength enough to name him 
Ichabod, (which fignifies o gvkry) before the 
expired; becaufe the ark, which was the glory 
of Iirael (as fhe affigned the reafon) was de- 
parted from them. 

Atter the Philiftines had defeated the Ifra- 
elices, and made themielves matters of the Ark, 
they carried it in great triumph to one of their 
principa] cities called Afhdod, and there placed 
it in the temple of their idol Dagon, near his 
image. The next morning, when the people 
went to the temple to pay their devotions, they 
tound Dagon § fallen down upon his face before 
the Ark ; but fuppofing it to be an accident, 
they fet him up again. When they went the 
tollowing morning to the temple, they found 
him not only on the ground, but in an imper- 





§ The idol Dagon, worhhipped by the Philiftines, was 


reprefented as a monfter, having the appearance of a man | 


upwards, and a fifh downwards ; whence the learned derive 
his name from the Hebrew word Dag, which fignifies a fi. 
Milton, after enumerating this deity among the fallen an- 
gels, thus defcribes him : 


_ Next came one 

Who mourn’d in earneft, when the captive ark 
Maim’d his brute image, head and hands lopp’d off, 
Jn his own temple, on the groundfe] edge, 

Where he fell flat, and fham’d his worthippers : 
Dagon his name; fea-montter! upward man, 

And downward fifth; yet had his temp!e high, 
Rear'd in Afhdod, dreaded through the coait 

Of Paleftine, in Gath, and Afcalon, 

And Afcaron, and Gaza’s frontier bounds. 








{| The word emerod (which throughout the whole Scrip- 
tures only occurs here, and in the xavilith chapter of Deu. 
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: feck ftate, his heat arid hands ‘being brdkten off, ; 
and lying.'on she threfhoeld.. “Dhisltirediniikence: 


Thus | 
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pave rif@ to a fuperttitioud maxi ever aftiat pros. 
erved by the Philiftines; whack was, thar neicer: 
prieft or peowte would, on any accoubt whavever, . 
jet their feet on a threfhold. Pee ee 
As foon as it-was known throwghbtt the city: 
of Afhdod the fate that had befallen their: idod! 
Dagon, the people were gteatly alatmed, and be-> 
gan to think he was far inferior ro the God'of: If 
rach. Nor was it long before they found - rhgir. 
conjectures right ; for the Almighty was pieylod: 
to lay his heavy judpments not only on Afhdodi 
but likewife all the adjoining places, by affticting’ 
the people with emerods |, and overrunniag che: 
country with mice, which, deftroying: ait. the: 
fruits of the earth, divefted them of the common 
neceffaries of life. we, 
‘The inhabitants of Afhdod were now fenfible: 
that the calamities under which they laboured 
were infli€ted on them by the God of Hfrael, as 
a punifhment for having taken and detained the: 
Ark of the Lord. They therefore laid their 
complaints before the chief. men: of. the. city, 
who, after fome time confulting together, at 
length determined that the Ark fhould be fent 
to the city of Gath. This was accordingly done, 
when the fame calamities with which the people 
of Afhdod had been afffiéted, likewife: fell. on: 
thofe of Gath. In confequence of this the Ark 
was removed to Ekron, the inhabitants df-which. 
no fooner faw it than they cried out, They bave 
brought alout the Ark of the Ged of Ifrael to flay 
us and our people. Yhe peopte of this place were 
no lefs afflicted (while the Ark remained with 
them) than the Afhdodites and Gathites, : fob, 
befides having the plague. of che emerads, they 
had a dreadful peftilence, which proved. fatal to 
great numbers of the inhabitants. 
After the Ark of the Lord had been in the 
hands of the Philiftines feven months (during 
which time they laboured under the calamities 
inflicted on them by the Ged of Hfrael for detain- 
ing it) they applied to their priefts, requefting 
their advice whether they fhauld any longer keep 
it, ordeliver it up to the Hraelites. The advice 
given by the priefts was, that it fhould be fent 
away, but not empty: that they fhould prepare 
a trefpafs offering for the atonement of their 
facrilege, which fhould confift of five: golden 
emerods, and five golden rice *, according to 
the number of the princes af the Philiftines : 
and 
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teronomy) is by different interpreters, fuppofed to fignify 
different things, Some take it to be the difeafe called the 
ayfentery, others a cancer, and fome the piles, otherwife 
called Previdentia Ani, which, fwelling to a prodigious 
fize, and being violently inflamed, freyguenily produced the 
moft inveterate ulcers. ‘This Jail feems to be the moft reafon- 
able conjeture, and the authority we have for it is from the 
Scripture, which exprefsly tells us, that God /wote bis ene- 
mies in the hinder parts. See Pfal. Ixxviil. 66. 

* s¢ Tt was an antient cuitom (fays Mr. Locke) in cafe a 
city or country was infeéted with any plague of difeafes, or 
noxious Creatures, to confult the talifman, who ordered an 
image to be ereéted of the plague, under a certain influence. 
of celeftial configuration ; and this was the caufe why the 
Philiftine priefts gave counfel that golden images fhould be 
made to reprefent the difeafe with which he had been afliicted, 
as alfo of thefe vermin which had deftroyed the fruits of the 
earth.” ‘Tavernier tells us, that fomething fimilar to this 
is fill pra&tifed among the Indians ;. for when a pilgrim there: 
goes to a pagod for the cure of any difeafe, he, la the 
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d that, by thye acknowledging the: glory of. 
tte God of Yinck they might hope that-he would . 
rid them of the plagues with which they had 
been fo long afflicted, ; 

‘This advice being unanimouwfly approved of 
by the people, the priefts proceeded to give them. 
the neceffary directions for the removal of the 
Ark. They told them that the golden mice, and 
the images of the emerods, fhould be put into a 
coffer or box by themfelves, and being placed 
by the fide of the Ark, the whole fhould be pur 
into a cart made for the purpofe, to be drawn by 
two milch cows, that had never been yoked 
before, and their calves to be clofely confined. 
That the cart, with the Ark, fhould be conducted 
to acertain fpot, when the kine fhould be left to 
themfelves, and that they fhould take particular 
notice which way they went. If they took the 
Hebrew road and went on, they might impute 
their calamities to the Ark; but, if they took 
another courfe, they might conSder them only 
as common accidents fF. 

All things being prepared, according to the 
directions given by the priefts, the kine were led 
‘to the {pot fixed on, attended only by the princes 
of the refpective cities belonging to the Phi- 
liftines, namely, 4fhdod, Gaza, Afhkelon, Gath 
and Ekron. ‘The kine were no fooner left to 
themfelves than they immediately took the He- 
brew road, and went lowing along till they came 
near Bethfhemeth (one of the cities belongin 
to the Levites) where they made a full ftop by 
a great ftone, called the Stone of Abel. | 


As foon as the Ark was feen, and the news of 


its arrival fpread about, the people flocked to it 
in great multitudes, and, expreffed their joy 
with the loudeft acclamations. The Levites, 
after carefully taking out the Ark, together with 
the box that contained the trefipafs-offering, 
burnt the cart that brought them, and facrificed 
the two kine as an offering to God; after which 
ceremony the princes of the Philiftines (who had 
followed the Ark to this place) left it, and re- 
‘curned to Ekron, 

Some of the Bethlemites (either from the ex- 
travagance of their joy, or out of curiofity,) 
venturing to look into the Ark (which was ex- 
prefsly againft the Divine command) found the 
fatal effects of their unthinking prefumption, 





figure of the member affe&ted, made either of gold, filver, 
or copper, according to his quality, which he offers to the 
idol, and then fings and dances for joy in expedtation of his 
malady being removed. It was alfo a cuftom among the 
antient heathens to confecrate to their idols the monuments 
of their deliverances. . 

+ A celebrated writer, in fpeaking of this circumftance, 
fays, ** It was no bad policy in the Philiftines to take milch 
kine that had never been yoked before, to draw the cart, 
in order to know whether or not there was the hand 
of God in what had befallen them. As thofe creatures were 
unacquainted with the yoke, it would be a wonder if they 


fhould go together, and not thwart, or draw counter to each | 


other : it would be a wonder if their natural affeétion would 
not incline them to return to their calves which were left be- 
hind: and it would ftill be a greater wonder, if, when there 
were fo many different ways to take, they thould go directly 
forwards towards Judea, without any manner of deviation. 
Tt was therefore a matter of no fmall fagacity for the Phi- 
liftines to make this experiment: to fay nothing that it was 
a received opinion among the heathens that, in the motions 
of an heifer, or cow that was never yoked, there was fome- 
thing ominous, and declarative of the Divine will.”’ 
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ne lefs (according to the facred hiftorian) than 
50,070 being suddenly ftruck dead f. a 

Alarmed at this diltinguifhed initance- of the 
Divine difpleafure, the Bethleinites were fearfal 
of having the Ark any longer in their poffeffion, 
crying out, Who is able to fiand before the Holy 
Lord God? and to whom foall be go up from us 2 
They therefore fent meffengers to the inhabitants 
of Kirjath-jearim, acquainting them that the 
Philiftines had brought back the Ark, and de- 
firing them to come and fetch ir, as they were 
not worthy to have itin their poffeffion. The 
people of Kirjath-jearim accordingly came, and 
taking with them the Ark, it was placed in the 
houfe of one Abinadab, a Levite, a man dif- 
tinguifhed for his integrity and great piety; in 
whofe charge, affifted by his fon Eleazar, whom 
he confecrated on the occafion, it remained -for 
the fpace of twenty years. 

After the death of Eli, and the lofs of the 
Ark, the young prophet Samuel took upon him- 
felf the management of the idolatrous Ifraelites. 
He fummoned together the whole body of the 
people, whom, in a fpeech §, which could arife 
only from a perfon Divinely infpired, he ex- 
horted them to put away the ftrange gods Baal, 
and Afhtaroth, and only ferve the Lord; affuring 
them, that, if they followed his advice, they 
fhould be delivered out of the hands of the 
Philiftines. 

This fpeech had fuch an effect on the Ifrae- 
lites, that they promifed to pay a ftri€t attention 
to all that Samuel had faid, and that they would 
inviolably obey the Divine commands. 

A fhert time after this Samuel fummoned an 
affembly of the people at Mizpch, where they 
held a folemn faft, and made their moft ferious 
humiliations to the Lord. They wept and prayed, 
confeffed their fins, and made libations; after 
which, Samuel again addreffed himfelf to them 
ina fpeech, advifing them to profecute the re- 
formation they had thus begun, for on that alone 
depended their future profperiry. 

When the Philiftines underftood that the Hra- 
elites were affembled at Mizpeh, they marched 
with a confiderable army towards the place, 
with an intent of attacking them by furprize. 
As foon as the Ifraelires faw them they were 
ftruck with terror, aiid, in their fright, told Sa- 
muel 





{ Itis the opinion of moft commentators that the number 
flain on this occafion was only feventy, and that the 50,000 
refers to the number of the whole body of the Bethlemites. 
This opinion is corroborated by the antient hiftorian Jofe- 
phus, who pofitively makes the number only /eventy. 

§ The fpeech Jofephus puts into the mouth of Samuel, on 
this occafion, is to the following effect: ‘* O ye men of I{- 
‘* rael (faid he) ye have fatally experienced the implacable 
** hatred and malice of your enemies; nor have ye reafon 
© to expect being delivered out of their hands without a 
‘© fincere repentance. Let me, therefore, recommend it to 
“* you, to inure yourfelves to the love and praétice of juf- 
“¢ tice: purge your minds of all improper affections: turn 
‘© to God, adore him, and honour him in your lives and 
** converfation, as well as with your lips. If you do good 
‘€ things, good will come of it; that is to fay, you will be 
‘* poffefled of conqueft and liberty. But thefe are bleffings 
«* not to be obtained by force of men, ftrength of body, o1 
“« bands of foldiers. It is God alone whocan beftow thofe 
«* privileges, which he has promifed to do if you adhere 
“* ftri€tly to his ordinances ; and vou may depend upon it, 
** an that cafe, you will not be difappointed.” 
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muel there was no poffibility of efcaping the 
fury of fo- inveterate an enemy, unlefs he could 
revail with God to grant them his Divine af- 
iftance. Samuel, after bidding them not to 
fear, facrificed a fucking lamb to God, in the 
name of the people, and at the fame time im- 
plored his aid againft the power of the Philif- 
tines. The Almighty was pleafed not only to 
accept the facrifice, but likewife to promife Sa- 
muel that the Ifraelites fhould obtain a complete 
victory over their enemies. 

While the facrifice was yet on the altar the 
army of the Philiftines drew themfelves out in 
order of battle ; but they had no fooner begun 
the attack than there iffued from the heavens 
the moft dreadful peals of thunder, and flafhes 
of lightning, ever remembered. * This fo ter- 
rified the Philiftines, that they were totally una- 
ble to ufe their arms, and therefore haftily betook 
themfelves to fight. The Ifraelites feeing this, 
immediately purfued them as far as Bethear 
(killing great numbers in the way} where Sa- 
muel fet up a ftone in memory of the victory. 
He called ic Ebenezer, which, in the Hebrew 
language, fignifies the help of God. | ; 

his defeat ftruck fuch a pannic into the Phi- 
liftines, that they did not prefume to make any 
farther attempt om the Ifraelites. On the con- 
trary, Samuel, with his army, purfued them from 
one city to another, and at length retook the 
whole country that lies betwixt Gath and Ekron, 
which had formerly belonged to the Ifraelites, 
but was taken from them by the Philiftines. 

After Samuel had thus reduced the Philiftines, 
and re-inftated the people in the poffeffion of 
their lands and cities, he took up his refidence 
at Ramah, where he built an alear to the Lord, 
and employed his time in adminiftering juttice 
to the people. He appointed public meetings 
to be held, at certain times, in different parts of 
the country, for this purpofe ; and took a circuit 
twice every year to fee that it was properly exe- 
cuted, making it his principal care to prevent any 
violation of the laws of his country. 

In the courfe of time, Samuel, being advanced 
in years, and unable, from natural infirmities, to 
difcharge the duties of his office, relinquifhed 
the government of the people, and placed it in 
the hands af his two fons, Joel and Abiah, wham 
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* The account Jofephus gives of this tranfaétion is as 
follows: ‘ In fome places, fays he, God fhook the foun- 
‘© dations of the earth under the fect of the Philiftines, fo 
“© chat they could nor ftand without ftaggering : In others, 
“< it opened and fwallowed them up alive, before they knew 
«© where they were 5 while the claps of thunder and flafhes 
“« of lightning were fo violent, that their very eyes and 
*< limbs. were fcorched to fuch a degree, that they could 
“© neither fee their way before them, nor handle their 


** arms.”” 1 
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he ordered to follow his exa 5 by going from 
Beerflteba (the place of ther refidence) to dif- 
ferent parts of the country, in order to fee that 
juttice univerfally took place among the people 
intrutted to their care. Soe 

The two fons of Samuel aéted diametrically 
oppofite to the maxims of their father, and to 
the injunétions he had laid on them for the go- 
vernment of the people. ‘Fhity’ proftituted jultice 
for gain, and decided controverfies by the value 
of the bribe. They gave themfelves up to every 
kind of vice, and feemed to bid defiance not 
only to the injunctions of their father, but like- 
wife the commands of their Maker. 

In confequence of this the elders of the peo- 
ple went to Samuel at Ramah, and after repre- 
fenting the grievances they lay under, from his 
infirmities, and the mal-adminiftration of his 
fons, defired to have the fornr of their govern- 
ment changed, and that a king might be ap- 
pointed over them as in other nattons. 

This requeft gave great uneafinefs to Samuel, 
and, for fome time, he knew not howto aét. At 
length he applied himfelf to God, who was 
pleafed to tell him to comply with the defire of 
the people, notwithftanding the indignity offered 
by them was not fo much on Samuel as on him- 
felf. But, before they proceeded to the choice 
of a king, he ordered Samuel to acquaint them 
with what his prerogatives were, and what they 
might expect he would demand from them ; and 
withal, to inform them, that flavery to them and 
their children, fubjection to the meaneft offices, 
lofs of liberty, heavy taxes, conftant war, and 
many other inconveniencies, would be the con- 
fequences ef a kingly power. 

Samuel, having received this intelligence from 
God, affembled the people together, and dif- 
played to them the confequences that would fol- 
low fhould they perfift in their obftinacy. Bur 
all his remonftrances were of no effect: the peo- 
ple were abfolute in their demand, faying, “« We 
*¢ will have a king over us, that we may be hke 
“* other nations, and that our king may judge 
“¢ us, and go out before us, and fight our battles.” 
Upon this Samuel broke up the affembly, telling 
the people he would again call them together as 
foon as he fhould receive direétions from God 
who fhould be their king. 





+ It may poffibly be afced why Samuel was not punithed, 
in the fame manner as Eli, for the wickednefs of his fons? 
But to this it may be anfwered, that Samuel’s fons were not 
fo bad as thofe of Eli; fince taking bribes privately was not 
like openly profaning the Tabernacle, and making the worfhip 
of God contemptible. And, befides this, it is poffible 
that Samuel might be ignorant of the corruption of his 
a fince he lived at Ramah, ard they dwelt at Beer- 
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Samuel, by the command of God; anoints Saul king of lfrael. He is chofen king by the people at 
Mizpeh. Heads an army againft the Animoiites, and defeats them. His elefion to the: kingly 
office is confirmed at Gilgal. Samuel makes a fpeech to the people on refigning up the government, 
in which be reproves them for their ingratitude, and exhorts them to future obedience. Saul af~ 
fembles the people together at Gilgal, in order to march againft the Philifines. Is reproved by 
Samuel for facrificing in bis abjence. He engages the Pbiliftines, and obtains a complete viftory. 
Is ordered totally to deftroy the Amalekites, but inftead thereof faves Agag their king, together with 


the beft of their cattle. 
own bands, puts Agag to death. 


choly, fends for David to divert him by playing on the harp. 
David kills the champion Goliah. 


makes bim one of bis armour-bearers. 


For this difobedience Saul is feverely reproved by Samuel, who, with bis 
David is anointed king inftead of Saul, who, growing melan- 


He retains him in bis boufe; and 
Saul grows jealous of 


David, and, by various means, feeks bis life. David contrafis a friendhip with Fonathan, one of 


Saul's fons, by whofe affifiance he efcapes the different plots laid by Saul for bis defiruftion, 
He purfues David into feveral places, but is Silt 


orders a number of pricfts to be put to death. 
difappointed. Death of the propbet Samuel. 


EVER was the interpofition of Providence 
N manifefted ina greater degree than in the 
appointment of: Saul as king over the Ifraelites ; 
the circumftances attending which cannot be 
read without the moft diftinguifhed admiration. 


From fmall events what mighty things pro- 
ceed ! 

Our fates, tho’ not our crimes, by Heav’n’s 
decreed. 

To reach and forefight vainly we pretend, 

How unproportion’d oft the rife and end ! 


Saul was the fon of Kith, of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin. He was tallin ftature, robuft, handfome 
in his features, and naturally courageous. It hap- 
pened at this time that fome of his father’s affes + 
had gone a ftray, and he and a fervant were fent 
to look for them. They wandered, without re- 
ceiving any intelligence of the affes, till they 
came to a territory called Zuph, in which was 
the city of Ramah, the place of Samuel’s refi- 
dence. When they came near Ramah, the fer- 
vant told Saul that in that city dwelt a prophet, 
and if they went to him he would direct them 
the right way they fhould go. Saul made fome 
objection to this propofal, on account of his 
not having a proper prefent to make the prophet; 
but the fervant removed this difficulty, by telling 
him he had the fourth part of a fhekel of filver, 
which he would give to him as a reward for 
directing them the way they fhould take to find 
their affes. 

In confequence of this Saul agreed, and they 
profecuted their journey towards Ramah. On 
afcending the hill which led into the city they 
met feveral women going to a well to fetch wa- 
ter, They afked them if the prophet was there, 





+ By this it appears that Saul’s employment, according to 
the-manners of the preient age, was but of a mean nature ; 
but it is to be obferved that, in antient times, every thing 
which pertained to a rural life was deemed honourable. Even 


heroes and princes kept flocks; and fuch, indeed, was the 


13 


Saul 


to which they replied in the affirmative ; telling 
them he had that day come into the city, that 
he was going to attend a public facrifice, and 
that if they did not make Hafte they could not 
{peak with him. Saul and his fervant thanked 
the women for their intelligence, and, leaving 
them, haftened, with all expedition, to find our 
the prophet. 

_ Samuel was apprized of the coming of his new 
vifitor, the Almighty having, the preceding day, 
been pleafed to acquaint him that he would fee 
a perfon whom he fhould appoint king over the 
Ifraclizes. To-morrow, (faid he) about this time 
I will fend thee a man out of the land of Benjamin, 
and thou foalt anoint him to be captain over my 
people Ifracl, that be may fave my people out of the 
hands of the Philiftines: for I have looked upon my 
people, becaufe their cry is come unto me, 

Saul and his fervant having entered the city 
of Ramah came to the houfe of Samuel, who 
happened to be at the door juft going to attend 
on the facrifice. Saul, not knowing him, afked 
which was the houfe of the prophet? To which 
Samuel replied, he had already found it, He 
then (knowing him to be the perfon whom God 
had appointed to the government) told Saul, 
that the affes he fought for were fafe, and at the 
fame time intimated to him that he was on the 
point of being advanced to the higheft pitch of 
fovereign power. He then conducted Saul and 
his fervant to the place where he was going to 
offer up the facrifice, and after the ceremony was 
over invited them to partake of the feaft held on 
the occafion. This being accepted, Samuel 
placed Saul above the reit of his guefts (who 
were thirty in number) and his fervant next him 
ordering the attendants to fupply him with the 
choiceft difhes. During the whole entertain- 

ment 


a 


occupation of the patriarchs. The Scripture f 
prince defcended from Efau, who kept the affes Fr scape 
Gen. xxxvi. 24. Affes were a confiderable part of the peoples 
poffeffions in Judea, and perfons of the firft diltinétion there 
commonly rode on them. See Judges x. 4< 
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ment he treated Saul wich the moft diftinguifhed 
refpect, and, when the company broke up and 
departed; infifted on-his ftayine with him that 
night. Saul accepted this invication, and, in the 
evening, had a long conference in private with 
Samuel. 

Early the next morning Samuel called up his 
puelts, and’ accompanied them fome way from 
the city. Having done this he defired Saul to 
order his fervant to go before, as he had fome- 
thing to fay to him that demanded privacy f. 
‘When the fervant had got at a proper diftance, 
Samuel, taking out of his pocket a vial of oil, 
poured it on the head of Saul, telling him thar, 
by the Lord’s appointment, he anointed him 
king over the people. In token of what he 
{aid being true, he foretold feveral particulars 
‘that fhould happen to him on his return home. 
That, when he came near Rachel’s tomb, he 
fhould meet with two men, who would inform 
him that his father’s affes were found: thar, 
departing thence, he would meet three men go- 
ing to Bethel to worfhip God, one of them 
carrying three kids, another three cakes of 
bread, and the third a batle of wine; and that 
they fhould offer him two of the loaves, which 
he fhould accept. Laftly, that when he caine to 
Geba (commonly called the Fill of God) where 
was a garrifon of the Philiftines, he fhould meet 
acompany of prophets going into the city, when 
the Spirit of God fhould come upon him §, and 
he (to the wonder of all who fhould hear him) 
fhould begin to prophefy among them. Fle 
then ordered Saul to go to Gilgal, where, in 
feven days, he might expect to fee him, as he 
‘intended being there to prefent a peace-offering 
tothe Lord. Having faid this Samuel left Saul, 
who profecured his journey with his fervant, in 
the courfe of which he found every thing to hap~ 
pen juft as Samuel had foretold. 

When. Saul arrived at his father’s houfe, his 
uncle defired him to relate the occurrences, that 
had happened during his abfence. In fome mea- 
fure Saul complied with his uncle’s requett: he 
told him the particulars of his going to the 
prophet, and in what manner he came to hear 
of his affes; but did not mention a fyllable of 
what had pafled between him and Samuel, rela- 
tive to his future dignity. 

Thus was Saul appointed King, but then it 
was only between Samuel and himtelt. To 
make, therefore, his choice and inauguration 
more public, Samuel convened a general affem- 
bly of the people at Mizpeh, to which place the 
Ark of the Lord was brought that they might 
with more folemnity proceed to the clection of 
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} Samuel’s defign in this was, that Saul might underftand 
the fteps he took were by the direction cf God, and that 
when they fhould come to caft lots among all the tribes (as 
they afterwards did) Saul might not think he was choten 
king by the chance of a lot. There might be likewife this 
farther reafon for Samuel’s bidding Saul to fend away his 
fervant, viz. left the people, fufpecting Samuel to do this 
by his own will, more than by God’s appointment, might 
be inclinable to mutiny. fi a . 

§ The accomplifhment of this prediction could not fail 
of convincing Saul that what the prophet had done was by 
the immediate appointment of God ; and ‘confequently he 
had the greuteft reafon to believe, that the fame Divine Be- 
ing who had exalted him to the fupreme government of Lf- 
sel would inveft him with the neceffary qualificatio..s for the 
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aking. As foon as the people were met, Samuel 
addreffed them in words to this effect: “ Iam 
“ commanded, by God himfelf, to inform you; 
** that it was He who not only delivered you out 
“of Egyptian bondage, but alfo repeatedly 
*« refcued you from the hands of your enemies. 
‘¢ In return for this you have been fo ungrateful 
** as to fhake off his authority, by infifting on 
*« having a king of your own chufing. Since, 
** therefore, you are refolved upon this divide 
“© yourfelves by your tribes and families, and 
** then caft lots who fhall be the man.” 

The people followed the directions given by 
Samuel, and the method they took was this: 
Firft, the lot was caft for every tribe feperately, 
to know out of which the king was to be chofen; 
and the lot fell upon that of Benjamin. Next, 
it was caft for all the families of this cribe, and 
fell upon that of Matri. And, laftly, ic was caft 
for all the perfons of this family, when it fell 
upon Saul the fon of Kith. 

- Saul, well knowing on whom the lot would 
fall, had fecreted himfelf, and tor fome time 
could not be found. The people were anxious 
to fee the perfon who was chofen their king, and 
therefore made the moft diligent fearch after 
him. At length they found him, and as foon as 
Saul appeared before the affembly, Samuel thus 
addreffed them: Behold, faid he, him whom the 
Lord bath chofen! there is none like him amanz alf 
the pecple. The majeftic appearance of Saul, 
together with his amazing ftature (béing confi- 
derably taller than any of the whole aflembly) 
perfectly fatisfied the people, who expreffed their 
approbation, by fhouting, God fave the King. 

Samuel hereupon (having previoufly written 
down every thing that was to happen) related 
the fame to the people before Saul; after which 
he placed the book in the Ark of the Covenanr, 
there to remain as an evidence for ever of what 
he had prophefied. 

Saul being thus chofen king by the general 
approbation of the people, Samnel difiniffed the 
affembly, and returned to Ramah; while Saul 
proceeded to Gibeah, the place of his nativity. 
He was accompanied by the principal people of 
the different tribes, who congratulated him on 
his acceffion to the throne with the loudeft ac- 
clamations. Indeed, he had the good withes of 
all the people, except fome few diforderly per- 
fons, who difapproved of the choice, and, in 
maniteft contempt, retufed to make him the ufual 
prefents |; which Saul could not but perceive, 
though, at thet time, he did not think proper 
to notice *, 

Saul 





due execution and difcharge of fo important a truft: and fo, 
indeed it really was, for we are told, God gave him another 
heart, See 1 Sam. x. g. 
|| It was a general cuftom among the Eaftern nations (as 
it is, indeed, even to this day) that whenever the people ap- 
proached the king, they fhould compliment him with a pre- 
fent. But, in the cafe of Saul, at his acceffion to the throne, 
it was the proper method of recognizing him. The Chaldee 
paraphrafe fays, they did not come to falute him, or wifh hia 
an happy reign: but this is the fame thing, becaufe the iif 
falutation oitered to a king was always attended with prefents, 
which carried with them the figns of peace and friendihip, 
congratulation and joy, fubjeétion and ohedience. 
* Saul, in this inflance, was exceeding politic, being un- 
willing to begin his reiga with any tumult, which his jeft 
refentmest 
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Saul had not been Idng on the throne befare 
he had. an opportunity of ‘difplaying his regal 
authority, and fhewing the -peaple what they 
might expect from his future government. Na- 
hath, king of the Ammonites, at the head. of a 
powerful army, had committed various outrages, 
in different parts, on the other fide the river 
Jordan, and not only deftroyed their Cities and 
towns, but likewife exercifed the moft cruel bar- 
barities on the wretched captives. At length he 
laid fiege to Jabefh-Gilead, the inhabitants of 
which were fo alarmed that they offered to treat 
with him, and fubjeé&t themfelves to fuch condi- 
tions as he fhould direct. 
cruel tyrant would not jiften to any terms of ac- 
commodation without this injunction, that every 
man amongft them fhould futtain the lofs of his 
right eye Tf. ; : 

So horrid a condition could not be complied 
with by the Ifraelites, who returned for aniwer, 
that they defired only feven days to fend to their 
friends for relief, and if they did not receive any 
in that time they would either furrender them- 
felves up, or ftand a conteft. Nahafh looked 
upon the Ifraelites in fo contemptible a light, 
and thought himfelf fo fecure of reducing them 
at difcretion, that he made no hefitation at grant- 
ing their requeft. ; ade 

In confequence of this the Gileadites dif- 
patched meffengers to Gibeah, requefting Saul 
to fend them immediate fuccour, that they might 
be enabled to defend themfelves againft the 
power of their cruel and inveterate enemies. 
Saul paid an immediate attention to their requeft, 
and having iffued a proclamation for the pcople 
to affemble, foon got together a very powerful 
army, confifting of 300,000 men, befides thirty 
thoufand belonging to the tribe of Judah; and 
with thefe he promifed to relieve the befieged 
the next day. 

The meffengers returned with thefe glad 
tidings to their diftreffed_ brethren, who, elated 
with the agreeable expectations of being deli- 
vered from their enemies, fent them this meffage. 
To-morrow, we will come out unto you, and ye foall 
do with us all that feemeth good unto you. 

Saul ftri€tly fulfilled his engagement. Early 
the next morning he marched with his whole 
army (which he divided into three companies) 





refentment of fuch an affront might have occafioned. If he 
had taken any notice of the affront, and not reyen ed it, 
the people might have thought him mean-fpirited, and if he 
had refented it, they might poflibly have accufed him of fe- 
verity and cruelty. ; 

+ As the manner of fighting, in thofe days, was chiefly 
with bows and arrows, {word and fhield, the lofs of the right 
eye would have difenabled’ them from doing either. It is 
probable, fuch was the natural cruelty of his difpofition, 
that he would have demanded the lofs of both their eyes had 
it not been for this political reafon, namely, that, in fuch 
cafe, they would have been utterly incapable of rendering 
him any fervice, or paying any tribute. 

} That part of the {peech, which Jofephus introduces Sa- 
mucl as making to the people, and complaining of their 
importunity for a change of government, is conceived in 
thefe terms: ‘* What fhould you chufe another king for, 
“* after the experience of fo many fignal mercies, and mi- 
** raculous deliverances, while you were under God’s pro- 
“ tedtion, and owned him for your governor? - You have for- 
* gotten the Rory of your forefather Jacob’s coming into 
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againft the Ammonites, and falling fuddenly on 
.them, before break of day, threw them into the 
utmoft confufion, by which they were fo totally 
routed and difperfed, that fcarce two of them 
were left together. 

This important conqueft over fo formidable 
and cruel an enemy greatly enhanced the repu- 
tation of Saul, and induced fome of his fa- 
vourites to requeft, that he would exert his 
power in the punifhment of thofe who shad 
treated him with indignity at his election. Bur 
Saul very prudently oppofed this motion, not 
chufing to fully the glory of fo mémorable an 
exploit by the death of any one of thofe fub- 
jects who had then offended him, and for whom, 
among the reft, the Lord had that day wrought 
fo great falvation. 

From this victory, however, Samuel took oc- 
cafion to give thofe, who had hitherto refufed 
their allegiance, an opportunity of coming in, 
and recognizing the king. For this purpofe he 
ordered a general affembly of the people of 
Gilgal to confirm Saul’s election; which ac- 
cordingly was celebrated with great mirth and 
feftivity, as well as with facrifices and thank{- 
givings to God, as the Author of all their 
fucceffes. 

Saul being thus fully eftablifhed on the 
throne of Ifrael, it of courfe followed that 
Samuel (who had before governed them) fhould 
now in a formal manner, relinquifh that power, 
with which he had been hitherto invefted. 
This he accordingly did, and then made a long 
fpeech on the occafion, in which he firft of 
all vindicated his conduét during the whole 
of his adminiftration. He then reminded them 
of the great tranfgreffions which they and their 
forefathers had committed ; fet before them the 
bleffings confequent upon their obedience, and 
the judgments which would certainly attend 
their Uiiabedience, to the laws of God. He 
eve them to underftand that they had been far 
rom doing an acceptable thing to God, in re- 
jecting his government, and defiring a king f ; 
and (that they might not think he mentioned 
this out of any prejudice, or acted on his own 
head) he told them they fhould behold a manifeft 
token of the Divine difpleafure at their conduct: 
Stand, faid he, and fee this great thing which the 
Lord 
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“« Egypt with only feventy men in his train, and purely for 
«* want of bread; how God provided for them, and, by his 
“* blefling, how they increafed and multiplied. You have 
‘© forgotten the flavery and oppreffion they groaned under, 
‘¢ till, upon their cries and fupplications for relief, God. 
** refcued them himfelf, without the help of kings, by the 
« hands of Mofes and Aaron, who brought them out of 


| *¢ Egypt into the land you are now poffeffed of. How can 


“© you then be fo ungrateful now, after fo many bleffings 
«« and benefits received, as to depart from the reverence and 
«« allegiance, you owe to fo powerful and fo merciful a pra- 
** te€tor? How often have you been delivered up into the 
«© hands of your enemies for your apoftacy and difobedience, 
“¢ and as often afterward reftored to God’s favour, and your 
«« liberty, upon your humiliation and repentance ? ho 
«* was it but God, that gave you victory firit over the Affy- 
«< rians, then over the Ammonites, then over the Moabites, 
‘© and, laft of all, over the Philiftines, not by the influence 
“© and direétion of kings, but under the conduft of Jephthah 
“* and Gideon? What madnefs has poffeffed you, then, to 
“ abandon an heavenly governor for an earthly one 7’? 
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: Lord will do before your eyes. Is it not wheat- 
. barveft to-day §?2 TT will call unto the Lord, and 
be fhall fend thunder and rain, that ye may per- 
ceive and fee that your wickedne/s is great, which 
ye have done in the fight of the Lord, in afking 
Jou 4a king. 

No fooner did Samuel call unto the Lord for 

.the fulfilment of this prediétion, than it imme- 
diately came to pafs, and there fell fuch a violent 
dtorm of thunder, lightning and rain as almoft 
to pronounce a general diffolution of nature. 
- An univerfal terror took place among the people: 
they immediately acknowledged their tranf- 
greffions, and earneftly befought Samuel to plead 
with God in their behalf. Samuel promifed to 
comply with their requeft, and farther told them, 
that fo long as they adhered to the obfervation 
of God’s laws he would affift them with his beft 
inftructions ; but if they defpifed his advice, 
not only themfelves, but likewife their king, 
would be infallibly deftroyed. 4s for me, faid 
‘he, God fortid that I fhould fin againft the Lord, 
in ceafing to pray for yous but I will teach you 
the good and the vight way. Only fear the Lord, 
and ferve bimin truth with all your beart : for 
confider how great things he hath done for you. 
But if ye fhall fill do wickedly, ye foall be con~ 
fumed, both ye aud your king. Waving faid this, 
Samuel difmifled the affembly, and retired. 
_ From this advice given to the people by Sa- 
muel, we are taught to know, that the felicity, 
or downfall of {tates, depends on a proper at- 
tendance to the laws of God both from the prince 
and people. Thofe ftates where virtue and 
juttice flourifh and abound will be bleffed of 
God; but where indifference to each prevails, 
prince and people will, fooner or later, teel his 
avenging hand. Happy the nation in which 
there are Samucls, faithful paftors, and good 
magittrates, who have the moft tender affection 
for thofe committed to their truft; who never 
ceafe to pray for them, and who are never weary 
of inftructing them in the good and right way, 
which leads to prefent and eternal felicity ! 

Some time after Saul had defeated the Am- 
monites he difiniffed all his forces, except three 
thoufand, two of which he retained at Michmafh 
as his own body guard, and the other thoufand 
he appointed to attend on his fon Jonathan, who 
lived at Gibeah. 

A fhort time after this, Jonathan, being a 
youth of great courage and military prowefs, 
attacked, and cut off, a garrifon of Philiftines at 
Geba |}; in confequence of which they immedi- 
ately raifed a very powerful army, and, marching 
againit the Hraelites, encamped near Michmath, 
a little to the eaft of Bethaven. 

The Hebrew army, which was appointed to 

endezvous at Gilgal, came in but very flowly, 
“nd many of thofe that did were ftruck with fuch 





§ St. Jerome obferves, that the harvelt in Judea began 
about the end of Junc, or the beginning of July, in which 
feafon thunder and rain was never known, but only in the 
{pring and autumn, theone called the former, and the other 
the /atter rain. And therefore Samuel, by this preamble, Js #t 
not wheat-harvef? to-day ? meant to fignify the greatnefs of 
the miracle God was about to work; that he could, in an 
inftant, and atatime when they leaft expected it, deprive 
them of all the comforts of life, as they juitly deferved, for 
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timidity at the. thoughts of engaging the Phi- 
liftines, that they fecreted themfelves in rocks 
and caves; while others, from the mere appre- 
-henfion of danger, retired beyond the river Jor- 
dan. In fhort, both prince and people were 
intimidated, and the more fo, becaufe Samuel, 
whofe company at this juncture was impatiently 
expected, was not yet come. He had promifed 
Saul to be with him in the courfe of feven days, 
which time being nearly expired Saul, fearful left 
the enemy fhould fall on him before he had made 
his addreffes to God for fuccefs, determined not 
to wait any longer, and therefore gave orders for 
facrifices to be made. Thefe orders were 
immediately obeyed, when, juft as the burnt. 
offering was finifhed, news was brought of the 
arrival of Samuel. 

When Samuel found what Saul had done, he 
was highly offended at his diffidence and impa- 
tience, and not only fharply rebuked him, bur 
declared: likewife that God, if he continued to 
profecute the like meafures, would, in time,’ be 
10 provoked as to remove the government of 
the people from him and his pofterity, and place 
it in the hands of one who better deferved it. 

Having given Saul this fevere rebuke, Samuel} 
departed, foon after which the king, accom- 
panied by his fon Jonathan, marched with his 
army to Gibeah, and there encamped. His 
troops were very {mall in number, being only 
about fix hundred, and thefe fo badly provided 
for action, that there were neither fword or 
{pear among them; and the chief weapons they 
had to defend themfelves were the different in- 
ftruments ufed in their refpective employments, 
fuch as plough-fhares, hatchets, pitch-forks, 
goads, mattocks, &c. 

The two armies lay in their refpective en- 
campments for fome time without coming to 
action, in the courfe of which the Philiftines. 
fent out detached parties, who committed de- 
pradations in various parts of the country un- 
molefted. At length a ftop was put to their ra- 
vages by means of Jonathan, the king’s fon, 
whofe natural courage was fo great as to make 
him fearlefs of every kind of danger. After a 
confultation held with his armour-bearer (who 
was likewifea man of diftinguifhed intrepidity) 
it was agreed between them privately to leave 
the camp, and if poffible, get into that of the 
enemy unperceived. But there was one grand 
obftacle to furmount before they could execute 
this defign and that was, to pafs two very fteep 
and craggy rocks, which divided the army of 
the Philittines from that of the Ifraclites. Nor- 
withftanding this difficulty Jonathan and his 
armour-bearer fet about the bufinefs, and having, 
with great difficulty, paffed the rocks, got un~ 
perceived (it being dark) into the enemy’s camp, 

at 





rejeting him and his prophet, who was in fuch favour with 
God as, by his prayers, to occafion fuch wonders ta be in 
ftantaneoufly produced. 

}| It appears that this was one of the frontier towns, and 
that the Philiftines had kept a garrifon in it feveral years, and, 
moft probably, ever fince they had poffefled themfelves of 
the Ark of the Covenant. The taking of this place mutt 
have been of great fervice to the Ifraclites, becaufe it opened 
a way for them to yenetrate into the enemy’s country, 
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at a time when they were all at reft, and no ways 
apprehenfive of danger. The two heroes took 

roper advantage of this favourable opportunity, 
by immediately falling on the Philiftines, twenty 
of whom they laid dead ar their feet. So fudden 
and unexpected an attack threw the whole army 
of the Philiftines into the greateft confternation, 
infomuch that, not being able, from the darknefs 
of the night, to diftinguith friends from enemies, 
they fell by each others fwords, and thus great 
numbers of them became the inftruments of 
their own deftruction *. 

The difturbance in the enemy’s camp was foon 
heard by Saul’s army, and the news of it being 
inftantly circulated throughout the country of 
the Ifraelites, thofe who had fecreted themfelves 
through fear immediately quicted their hiding- 
places and repaired to the camp. Encouraged 
by the increafe of his forces, Saul immediately 
marched againft the Philiftines, whom he at- 
tacked with fuch fury that they were foon routed, 
many of them being put to the fword, and the 
reft obliged to fave themfelves by flight. 

Saul was fo elated at this fuccefs, and fo fully 
determined, if poffible, to extirpate the Philif- 
tines, that, to obtain his ends, (as he thought) 
he laid a very impolitic injunétion on his people, 
namely, that, to prevent any lofs of time in pur- 
fuing the enemy, they fhould neither eat or 
drink till night put an end to the flaughter. 
Curjed, faid he, Ze the man that eateth any food 
until evening, that I may be avenged on mine 
eNEMICS. 

{tc happened that Jonathan (who was a ftranger 
to his maiediction) in paffing through a wood, 
with fome others, in purfuit of the enemy, found 
an honey-comb, and being greatly fatigued, he 
took a piece and eat it. One of the company 
obferving this, admonithed him for his conduct, 
in violating his father’s orders. Jonathan im- 
mediately defifted, but faid, Saul had committed 
a great indifcretion, in laying fuch a reftraint on 
the people; for, had they received proper re- 
frefhment, they would have purfued the fugitives 


with more vigour, and either took captive, or | 


put to the fword, a much greater number of the 
enemy. 

After the Ifraelites had purfued the Philiftines 
till night, during which time fome thoufands 
of the enemy. were flain, they returned and took 
poffeffion of the camp. They found in it abun- 
dance of fpoil, and withal many fheep, which 
the foldiers (being weary with the fatigues of 
the day and faint for want of food) immediately 
flew, and, through their eagernefs, eat, together 
with the blood. This being an offence againft 
their laws, the priefts complained of it to the 
king, who ordered a large {tone to be placed in 
the middle of the camp, the beafts to be killed 
on it, and the flefh not to be eaten till the blood 





* How Jonathan and his armour-bearer only could put 
the whole army of the Philiftines into fo univerfal a confler- 
nation appears, at firft fight, very extraordinary ; but when. 


we confider, that they climbed up a way never attempted be- }. 


fore,—that they furprifed the enemy unawares, and per- 
haps when the greateft part of them were afleep,—that this 
army, being compofed of different nations, might entertain 
jealoufies and fufpicions of each other,—and that the dark- 
nefs of the night might make them apprehend, the whole 
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_an{wered his father in words to this effect : 
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had been properly drained from it. This decree 
was readily obeyed, and Saul erected an altar, on 
which he offered facrifices to God for his late 
fuccefs againft the Philiftines. 

Saul, being defirous of improving this victory, 
thought it advifeable to follow thofe of the Phi- 
liftines that had efcaped, and to fall on them be- 
fore they could have time to ssather themfelves 
together, by which they would become much 
more formidable than when difperfed. But, 
previous to his making this attempt, he defired 
Ahiah, the high-prieft to confult the will of God 
with refpect to thefe his intentions. This was 
accordingly done, when the high-prieft returned 
for anfwer, That he muft not fet about the in- 
tended bufinefs on that day. Saul being fatis- 
fied that fomething particular muft be the occa- 
fion of this, fpoke his mind to the high-prieft in 
words to this effect: ‘ There is fome caufe 
why God doth not reveal his oracle to us when 
we afk it, feeing that he has heretofore been fo 
gracious as to prevent our requefts by granting 
them before-hand. There has certainly been 
fome fecret fin committed againft him which 
occafions this filence, and I am determined, if 
poffible, to find it out. Now I fwear, by the 
Supreme Majefty of Heaven, that whoever fhall 
be found to be the tranfgreffor, my fon Jonathan 
not excepted, his life fhall anfwer for it.” 

When the multitude heard this they unani- 
moufly agreed to undergo the examination, and 
for that purpofe affembled ata certain fpot, to 
which Saul and Jonathan likewife repaired, and 
ftood by each other. The method taken to dif- 
cover the offender was, by cafting of lots, which 
being done it appeared to fall between the king 
and his fon. Thefe two again caft lots by them- 
felves, when the lot fell upon Jonathan. In 
confequence of this Saul afked him, in the 
hearing of the people, what fin he had com- 
mitted, and in what part of his life he had been 
guilty of any wickednefs or impiety? Jonathan 
cc J 
“* have been guilty of no other crime than only 
“ tafting, yelterday, as I purfued the enemy, a 
“¢ Jictle honey; and this I did, not knowing 
** your decree to the contrary.” Saul told him, 
though his kindred and relations were dear to 
him, yet they were but trifting to the obligation 
he lay under to fulfil the vow he had made, and, 
therefore, as he was the tranfgreffor, he mutt 
make atonement by the forfeiture of his life. 

As foon as the people heard this dreadful 
fentence pronounced again{t Jonathan, who had 
won their hearts by his great piety and bravery, 
they refolved to interpofe in his behalf, and to 
refcue him from his impending danger. They 
accordingly took him out of the hands of his 
incenfed father, declaring, with an oath, that 
they would not fuffer a hair of that perfon’s 

head: 








: body of the Ifraelites was come upon them at once, the fright 
_of the Philiftines is not fo very furprifing : and when we add 


to all this, what is not indeed improbable, that God might, 
at this inftant, infufe a panic fear into the whole hoft, our 
wonder will be turned into praife and adoration: of that 
ae Being, who, when he fees fit, can make the preateit 

eroes tremble, and put to flight the moft formidable. ar- 


mies. 
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head to be touched, who had been fo inftru- 
mental in a vitory that tended to the prefervation 
of them all. Saul, finding. the refolutenefs of 
the people (and, no doubt, at the fame time 
wifhing in his heart to preferve his fon) made 
no attempt to oppofe their refolution, in confe- 
quence of which Jonathan efcaped that pu- 
nifhment which might otherwile have befallen 
him. 

After this victory Saul ruled the kingdom with 
a very high hand, and not only repulfed his ene- 
mies wherever they affailed him, but alfo proved 
fuccefsful in attacking them in various parts, 
particularly thofe territories poffeffed by the 
Ammonites, the Moabites, the Edomites and the 
Philiftines. 

Though Saul’s family was not very numerous, 
yet it was very refpectable, and their conduct was 
fuch as to acquire the univerfal good withes of 
the people. Abinoam, the daughter of Ahi- 
maaz, was his wife; Jonathan, Hhut and Mal- 
chifhua were his fons; Michal and Merab his 
daughters ; and Abner, his coufin-german, was 
general of his forces. His body guards, of 
which he had great numbers, were the talleft and 
handfomeft men that could be tele&ted, and he 
kept his court in the moft fplenid manner. 

While the Ifraclites were thus fituated in the 
enjoyment of peace and tranquillity, Samuel one 
day went to Saul at Gilgal, and told him, that 
he had a meffage to deliver to him by the fpe- 
cial command of God, and that as the Almighty 
had been pleated to make hirn king, in prete- 
rence to all others, it was his duty to obey the 
Divine commands, which were to this effect : 
“ That whereas the Amalekites had treated the 
Hebrews with great cruclty when they came out 
of Egypt into the land they now poffeffed, it was 
the will of God that he fhould immediately de- 
clare war againft them ; and that, upon con- 
quering them, he fhould not only put to the 
{word every man, woman and child, but fhould 
likewile deftroy their cattle, and every living 
creature found in their poffeffion.” 

Saul promifed Samuel that the Divine in- 
junctions fhould be itrictly obeyed, and that he 
would immediately fet about the means of car- 
rying them into execution. He accordingly 
drew together his forces at a place called Telaim, 
where he ordered them to be numbered, when 
the whole amounted to 200,000, exclulive of 
10,000 belonging to the tribe of Judah. 

With this army Saul marched into the country 
of the Amalckites, and firlt began to execute 
his commiffion by placing feveral of his compa- 
nies in ambufcade, who falling fuddenly on the 
inhabitants, put every one to the {word. After 
this he proceeded to inveft the cities and towns, 
and had fuch fuccefs in his attacks that all op- 
pofition was without effect; fo thar the inhabi- 
tants of every place, between Havilah and Shur, 
were put to the fword, except Agag their king, 
whom (as Jofephus tells us) Saul was induced 
to preferve on account of the comlinefs of his 
perfon. —In this Saul difobeyed the Divine 
commands; for the Amalekites had made them- 
felves fo abominable in the fight of heaven, that 
God had ordered him to deftroy all, and not 
fuffer a fingle creature to exift. The foldiers 
Hkewile made a breach on the Divine commands, 
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by driving away many of the cattle and fheeps 
and preferving for their own ufe the moft valua- 
ble articles. : 

Saul, having ravaged the greater part of the 
country belonging to the Amalekites, returned 
with his army to Gilgal, highly pleafed with 
what he had done, not reflecting that he was de- 
ficient in the injunétion laid on him before he 
went on the expedition. His fparing the life of 
Agag, and the people converting the fpoil to 
their own ufe, being two articles exprefsly forbid 
in his commiffion, gave great offence to Gods 
who was pleafed to intimate his difpleafure at 
Saul’s condué to the prophet Samuel: Saui, 
faid he, hath turned back from fellowing mez, and 
hath net performed my conumandments. 

This intelligence gave great uneafinefs to Sa- 
muel, infoniuch that he fpent the whole night in 
prayers and fupplications to God that he would 
pardon the offence Saul had committed. Early 
the next morning Samuel went to Gilgal, to ac- 
quaint Saul with the intelligence he had re- 
ceived from God, and to expoftulate with him 
on the impropriety of his conduct. 

As foon as Saul beheld Samuel he eagerly ran 
to meet him, and, embracing him in his arms, 
faid, Bleffed be thou of the Lord: 1 have perfornied 
the commandment of the Lord. To which Samuel 
replied, What meancth then this Lleating of the 
focep, and lowing of the oxen? Saul told him 
they were only fome beafts the people had re- 
ferved for facrifices; and that he had deftroyed 
all the Amalekites, except Agag their king. 
Convinced that this referve proceeded more from 
principles of avarice, than thofe of piety, Sa- 
inuel anfwered Saul in words to this effect: 
«<_ God, fays he, delights not fo much in facrifices 
«gs in the righteoufnels of good and juft men, 
& that is to fay, fuch as obferve his holy will, 
« and ftri@ly keep his commandments. Fe is 
“ not attracted by the tacrifice, but the obedi- 
«© ence, without which all oblations are of none 
effect. What then can you fay for yourfelf 
«jn having referved thafe things for facrifice 
« which he exprefsly ordered fhould be totally 
« deftroyed ? Becaufe thou baft rejedied the wend 
of the Lord, ke hath aljo rejected thee from beings 
king.” 

This rebuke, together with the fentence de- 
nounced, greatly atfected Saul, who immedi- 
ately made a frank confeffion of his guilt, faying,, 


_Lkave finned: I have tranfgreffed the commana- 


ment of the Lord, and thy words. Waving done 
this, he endeavoured to apologize for .the con~ 


duct of his foldiers, by telling Samuel he was 


fearful, had he prohibited them from taking 


. fome of the fpoil, that they might have revolted, 


and himfelf been expofed to an enraged people.. 
He then earneftly befought of Samuel, that he 


. would pardon the offence he had committeds 


and be again reconciled to him, that he might 
worfhip the Lord. Samuel. was. fo angry with, 
him that he refufed complying with his requeft, 
and was. going to retire; upon which Saul: 
caught hold of his garment to detain him, and,, 
in the fcuffte, it was. rent alfunder. ‘his cir- 
cumftance was interpreted by Samuel as an omen 


-that Saul would lofe his kingdom, which, would. 


be given. to another that better .deferved. it. 
The Lord, faid'he, hash rent the kingdom of Ifrael. 


from 
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vom thee this day, and hath given it to a neighbour 
of thine that is better than thou, . 

Saul again acknowledged his tranfgreflion, 
and again begged of Samuel that he would for- 
give his fault and be again reconciled to hin. 
Honour me, faid he, I pray thee, before the elders 
of my people, and before’ Ifrael; and turn again 
with me, that I may worfbip the Lord thy God, 

From the earneftnefs of this fecond folicitation, 
and the anxiety that appeared evident on the 
mind of Saul, Samuel was induced to comply 
with his requeft, and accordingly affiftted him in 
facrificing to the Lord. Having done this Sa- 
muel ordered Agag, king of the Amalekites 
(who had began to entertain fome hopes that 
his life would be fpared) to be brought before 
him. As foon as Agag appeared before Samuel, 
he faid, Surely the bitterneis of death is paft. Yo 
which Samuel replied, 4s thy /word hath made 
women childlefs, fo foall thy mother be childb fs a- 
mong women. He then flew Agag with his own 
hands, immediately after which “he left Gilgal, 
and returned to Ramah, the place of his re- 
fidence. 

This was the laft interview Samuel had with 
Saul, the latter of whom, after the departure of 
Samuel; retired to his place at Gibeah, where, 
being thoroughly fenfible of the calamities he 
had brought on himfelf, by incurring the Divine 
difpleafure for his mifconduét, he fpent his time 
in penitence and prayers. 

Though Samuel was fituated a confiderable 
diftance from Saul, he could not forget him, 
and his mind was greatly agitated on account of 
the punifhment inflicted on him for his difobe- 
dience. 

The Almighty was pleafed to tell Samuel not to 
grieve himfelf on Saul’s account any longer, 
feeing that he had rejected: him from reigning 
over Urael. He then bade Samuel take a horn 
of oil, and go to Jefle, the Bethlehemite, the 
fon of Obed, and anoint one of his fons, whom 
he -had appointed, and would difcover to him, to 
be king over the Ifraelites. Samuel exprefied 
his fears that if he executed this commiffion 
Saul would feek his life; but the Almighty, to 
remove thefe apprehenfions, and to animate him 
with courage, bid him take an heifer with him, 
and when he came to the place where Jeffe lived 
to tell him and all the people that he was come 
there to facrifice to the Lord. 

In confequence of thefe Divine directions Sa- 
muel fer out for Bethlehem, whither he had no 
fooner arrived than the elders of the town were 
greatly alarmed, and afked him whether or not 
he came there peaceably. He told them he was 
come: to facrifice, and defired them to prepare 
themfelves that they might be ready to attend 
him. He then went to Jeffe, whom he alfo ac- 
quainted with his bufinefs, after which he defired 
him and his fons to attend likewife, and, that 





t Tt is not to be fuppofed that Samuel, at this time, ex- 
plained the whole myftery of his anointing David, and pro- 
bably for this reafon, becaufe, had it been known, ‘and 
come to the ears of Saul, it might have been produdive of 
‘lifagreeable confequences. As it was ufual to anoint men to 
the office of prophet, as well as to the regal dignity, he 
might leave them to fappofe the former, which it is moft 
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they might be properly qualified, confegrated 
them on the occafion. 

The ceremony of the facrifice being over, 
Samuel invited Jeffe and his fons to partake of, 
the feaft. They readily accepted the invitation, 
and as foon as Samuel faw Eliab, who was the 
eldeft, and remarkable tall and handfome, he faid 
within himfelf, “* Surely this is the. perign. ap- 
pointed to be our king.”? But he foon found 
himfelf miftaken ; for, on afking of God whe- 
ther or not he fhould anoint this perfon, he re- 
ceived an anfwer to the following effect : «* The 
“ Lord feeth not as man fees: thou fuppofett 
*¢ him to be worthy of a kingdom from his out-. 
«« ward appearance, but fuch honours are not to 
“« be beftowed as due to the merit of a perfon’s 
“* figure: they are to be given as a reward for 
‘+ the virtuous qualifications of the mind : where- 
‘© fore, I look unto that man who is perfect in 
“€ piety and juftice, courage and meeknefs ; 
‘© virtues which truly conftitute the beauties of 
«© the mind.” 

On this, Samuel ordered the other fons, who. 
were fix in number, to pafs him, one by one ; 
which having done, he found, by Divine impulfe, 
that neither of thefe was the perfon appointed - 
to be king. In confequence of this Samuel 
afked Jeffe if he had any more fons. He an- 
{wered, he had one more, whofe name was Da- 
vid: that he was the youngeft of the whole, 
and at that time employed in looking after his 
fheep. Samuel ordered Jeffe immediately to 
fend for him, as it was not proper for them to 
fit down to the feaft till he was prefent. Jefe 
accordingly fent for his fon, who, being naturally 
exceeding dutiful to his parents, readily obeyed 
the fummons. He had a comely majeftic coun- 
tenance, and as foon as Samuel beheld, him, he 
thought in his own mind that he was the perfon 
to be anointed; and he foon became fully fa- 
tisfied by the voice of the Lord, faying, Arif, 
anoint him: for this is be. Samuel, agreeable to 
the Divine direction, took out the horn of oil, 
and anointed David in the prefence of his bre- 
thrent; immediately after which he departed, 


-and from that day forward David found himfelf 


inwardly poffelfed with a fpirit of wifdom, pru- 
dence, courage, and other qualifications neceflary 
to conftitute a great and mighty prince. 

While David grew daily in favour of the 
Lord, Saul declined more and more: the Spirit 
of God departed from him, and an evil {pirit 
fupplied its place. His mind was agitated’ 
with the moft perplexing reflections, which at 
jength fettled in a confirmed melancholy, and 
that of fuch a nature as to be frequently attended 
with violent perturbations, and fometimes with: 
a direct phrenzy. To alleviate his. afli@ion, 
come of his attendants advifed him to have re- 
courfe to mufic, to which he confenting, they 


recommended David, the fon of Jefe, affuring 


him 
narnia em tear tsrameratatnemmnesenrept 


ikely they did, as David was not much more than fifteen 
years of age, and therefore too young to be taken for a war- 
rior. Had his brethren fuspetted that he had been anointed 
tothe regal dignity, it isnot probable Eliab would have ufed 
him fo roughly as he did, when his father afterwards fent 
him to his brethren at Saul’s camp. 
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him that he was not only an excellent mufician, 
but poffeffed of every qualification of body and 
mind that could engage his favour; and, above 
all, that the Lord was with him. 

In confequence of this recommendation David 
was immediately fent for, and brought into the 
prefence of the king. His father Jeffe, knowing 
the cuftom of the court, had provided him with 
an handfome prefent, with which, on delivery, 
Saul appeared greatly pleafed. He was highly 
delighted with the beauty of David’s perfon; 
but, when he heard him exercife his fkill upon 
the harp he- was pleafed beyond meafure, info- 
much that it removed for the prefent all rhofe 
uneafy and melancholy thoughts which had be- 
fore fo deeply affected him. In fhort, Saul con- 
ceived fuch a kindnefs for David, that he made 
him one of his armour-bearers. Hfe did not, 
however, conftantly refice in the palace, but only 
attended at fuch times as the king’s malady op- 
preffed him; and when that was removed by 
David's playing on his harp, he returned to his 
father’s houfe and attended his flocks. 

Notwithftanding the rema:kable viftory Saul 
had but lately obtained over the Philiftines, yee 
they were {till very numerous, and refolved, if 
pomble, to be revenged on the Ifraelites. They 
accordingly gathered together all their forces, 
and marching towards the Hebrews, pitched 
their tents on a mountain between Shochoh and 
Azekah. In confequence of this Saul drew our 
his forces, and marched them to the mountain 
directly oppofite to that on which the Philiftines 
were encamped, the valley of Elah dividing the 
two armies. 

While they were in this fituation there came 
from the camp of the Philiftines one Goliath, 
a citizen of Gath, a man of a prodigious gigantic 
ftature, being full ten feet high, with arms and 
armour proportionable. ‘This mighty man, az- 
tended by a perfon carrying his fhield, marched 
down the hill, till he came within hearing of 
the Ifraclites, when in the moft haughty and 
imperious terms, he challenged any one of them 
to fingle combat, which he faid fhould determine 
the fate of the wart. Way, faid he, cre ye come 
out to fet your battle in array ? am not Ia Phi- 
liftine, and you fervants to Sal? cheefe voc a man 

Sor you, and let him come down tome. If he be 
able to fight with me, and to kill me, then will we 
be your fervonts: but if i prevail againjt Lin, 
and kill bim, then fhali ye be our forvants, and 
ferve us. I defy the armics of Ifrael this dav : 
give mea mon that we may fight together. Waving 
faid this, Goliath retired, but returned the next 
day, and repeated his challenge, which he con- 
tinued to do for forty days fucceffively, the Ifra- 
elites not knowing whom to chufe for his anta- 
gonift. ; 

At length, however, the provident Defender 
of Ifrael raifed his own people 2 deliverer in the 
perfon of young David. In Saul’s army were 
three of the fons of Jeffe, to whom their father 
fent David their brother with neceffaries, and to 





t This appears to have bcen merely a bravado, arifing 
from too great an opinion of his own ftrength, without 
any authority from the Philiftine army, fince, after he was 
fain, they did not fubmit to be flaves to the Hraelites, as he 
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bring him intelligence of the fituation of the 
Ifraclites. Soon atter David arrived at the camp, 
the tremendous Goliath again appeared, and re- 
peated his challenge. David, feeing this gigantic 
Philiftine thus infolently taunt the whole army 
of Ifrael, was greatly irritated, and hearing of 
the prodigious reward the king had offered to 
any one who fhould flay him, (viz. that he was 
to give him his own daughter in marriage, and 
ennoble his family by conferring on them the 
freedom of Ifrael) he intimated to his brethren 
his defire of encountering this formidable hero 
himfelf. His elder brother Eliab, thinking the 
very pretence an inftance of the higheft pre- 
fumption, reprimanded him for his rafhnefs, 
telling him to return to his father, and attend 
his fheep. But David waved this, by addrefling 
himfelf to another man, and expreffing a fteady 
zeal and unfhaken intrepidity for the caufe of 
God, as well as utter contempt of the infolent 
boaftings of the haughty Goliath. 

The refolution of this favourite youth at 
length reached the ears of the king, who fending 
tor David, he told him his mind in the fame 
manner he had done to his brethren: Let no 
man’s heart, ({aid he to Saul) fail becaufe of bim ; 
thy fervant will go, and fight with this Philiftine. 

Saul ftood amazed at the intrepidiry of the 
youth, but was fearful of trying the iffe on fo 
unequal a match. He pointed out to David the 
danger inta which he mutt inevitably fall by 
encountering with a man of Goliath’s prodigious 
{trength and great military experience. David, 
finding Saul’s diffidence, endeavoured to remove 
his fears by ftating to him two inftances of the 
great feats he had done by the Divine protec- 
tion, which he related in words to this ef 
fect: “© Ona time, faid he, while I was attend- 
““ ing my father’s fheep, a lion fuddenly came 
among the flock, and ran away with a lamb. 
I purfued the robber, and having come up 
with him, refcued, the lamb, and pur a period 
to the lion’s exiftence. I had an encounter 
of the hke nature with a bear, which proved 
equally fucceisful. Now I doubt not, but I 
fhall do with this Philiftine as I did with the 
Jion and bear: that he fhall no more bid de- 
fiance to the army of the Hraelites, but that 
he fhall fall a victim, by my means, through 
the Divine affiftance, to his daring prefump- 
tion.” 

Saul was fo ftruck with this relation, and the 
manifeft intrepidity which appeared in David's 
countenance, that he was affured his refolution 
did not arife from prefumptive courage, but 
Divine infpiration. He therefore faid to David, 
Go, and the Lort be with thee. After this he pre- 
pared David for the combat, by drefling him in 
his own armour, and giving him his coat of mail, 
{word and helmet. David, not having been ac- 
cuftomed to fuch arms, found them rather bur- 
thenfome than ufeful, and told Saul they were 
much ficter for a prince than a fhepherd ;_ beg- 
ging, at the fame time, that he would permit 
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declared they would in cafe he fhould be vanquifhed. Ona 
the contrary. they made the bef cf their way into their own 
country, and afterwards fought many battles with the Lra- 
elites, 
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him to lay them afide, and take his own way. 
This being granted, David took his fhepherd’s 
ftaff, a fling, and five: fmooth ftones, and with 
thefe only he advanced towards his antagonift. © 

When Goliath faw David he looked upon 
him with contempt, and, in a haughty and deri- 
ding manner, faid, “ Am I a dog that thou 
« comeft to me‘ with ftaves?” He then curfed 
David by his gods, and farther faid, ‘“ Come 
«© to me, and I will give thy fiefh unto the fowls 
«© of the air, and to the beafts of the field.” 
David cooly anfwered, ‘Thou comeft to me 
«¢ with a fword, and with a fpear, and with a 
« fhield: but I come to thee in the name of 
«: the Lord of Hofts, the God of the armies of 
« Tfrael, whom thou haft defied. This day will 
< the Lord deliver thee into mine hand, and I 
« will {mite thee, and take thine head from thee, 
“ and I will give thy carcafe to the fowls of the 
“ air and the beafts of the field, that all the 
“ earth may know tnere is a God in IMfrael. 
“«* The whole affembly fhall fee, that the Lord 
“ faveth not with the tword and fpear: the bat- 
*< tle is his, and he will deliver you into our 
<¢ hands.” 

Goliath advanced towards David with as much 
expedition as the weight of his armour would 
permit, at the fame time intimating, by his gef- 
tures, the contemptible lighr in which he confi- 
dered his almoft defencelefs adverfary. David, 
putting his truftin God, haftened to meet him, 
and when he thought himfelf at a proper dif- 
tance, he took one of the ftones out of his bag, 
put it into his fling, and threw it at the Philiftine. 
The ftone went in fuch a direction as to ftrike 
him on the forehead, and that fo forcibly, that 


it penetrated his {kull, upon which he immedi- . 


ately fell proftrate on the ground. David feeing 
this ran direétly to Goliath, and drawing the 
{word of the Philifline from the fheath (not 


having one of his own) flew him, and cut off 


his head. 

This event threw a very different appearance 
on the countenances of the contending armies. 
The Ifraelites expreffed their joy by the loudeft 
acclamations, while the Philiitines were fo cha- 
grined at the fate of their champion, that they 
immediately betook themfelves to flight. The 
Ifraelites, availing themfelves of this circum- 
ftance, purfued the fugitives as far as Gath and 
Ekron, killing great numbers tn their way ; after 
which they returned, and totally deftroyed their 
camp. 

When Saul faw David marching againft the 
Philiftine, he enquired of Abner, his general, 
whofe fon he was? But Abner not being able 
to anfwer him, as foon as he returned from the 
victory, he introduced him to the king, with the 
champion’s head in his hand. Saul received him 
with the higheft applaufe, and afking him whofe 





§ It has been objected by fome, how David could be un- 
known to Saul, feeing he had been long with him in his 
houfe? To thisitis anfwered, we are not told exprefsly 
how long David had been with Saul; and it is well licen 
that there is always a great number of people in the courts 
of princes, fo that there is no worder that fuch a young man 
as David fhould be fo foon forgotten. To this it may be 
added, that the diftemper of Saul’s mind muft have been 
fuch as to make him forget many things that he might other- 
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fon he was, he replied, J am the fonof shy fervant. 
Felfe, the Betblebemite. 


The great exploit performed by David was of 


courfe univerfally applauded by the people, but 


no one expreffed fo entire a {atisfaction as Jona- 
than, the eldeft fon of Saul. He was himfelf a 
prince of diftinguifhed bravery, and was fo cap- 
tivated with David’s courage and conduct in this 
engagement, that he complimented him with 
his own bow and fword, and contra¢ted a friend- 
fhip with him, which lafted as long as thofe twa 
lived together. : 
The fair commend the youth, the brave ap- 
prov’d, : 
But matchlefs Jonathan admir’d and lov’d: 
By ev’ry word and graceful action charm’d, 
His princely breaft with facred friendfhip 
warin’d : 
Infenfibly the kindly ardor ftole, 
And wrought itfelf within his fecret foul: 
He gave his fword and bow—The gift was 
poor, 
His noble heart was David's all before. 


Though the great exploit performed by David 
had gained him univerlal reputation, yet a cir- 
cumitance occurred which produced him the 
mortal hatred of the king. On their return 
from their late victory, among the crouds of the 
people that caine out to meet them, and to grace 
their triumph, was a chorus of women, who fung 
to the mufical inftruments on which they played 
a certain fong, the chief burthen of which was, 
Seul has flain his theufand:, and David his ten 
thoufands |. 

Saul was fo irritated at this fuperior compli- 
ment paid to David, that he grew jealous of him, 
fearful, left, in time, he might become fo po- 
pular among the people as to injure him in the 
fovereignty. On this account he banifhed from 
his mind every fentiment of good will towards 
David, and, inftead thereof, conceived the moft 
rank hatred. 

To fuch a pitch did Saul’s malice againft Da- 
vid arife, that he refolved on his deftru€son, 
which he endeavoured the next day to effect with 
his own hand. His mind being greatly per- 
plexed, David, as ufual, came to divert his me- 
lancholy ; and while he was playing on his harp 
before him, not fufpecting the leaft danger, the 
frantic king, having a javelin in his hand, threw 
it at him with ajl his might; but as David was 
preferved by Providence for wife purpofes, the 
king miffed his aim, and David immediately 
withdrew. : - 

After this remarkable event David was re- 
moved from his immediate attendance on the 
king’s perfon, and made captain over a thoufand 
men. This, indeed, was a more advantageous 

office 
, 
wife have remembered. 

|| It was common, inantient times, for the wemen to go 
out in order to meet the conquerors; and on fuch occafions 
they fang fongs in praife of their valour, When they faid 
that David killed his ten thoufands, they meant that he had 
killed Goliath, who was fo much efleemed among the Phi- 


liftines, that his life was reckoned more valuable than the 
lives of ten thoufand men. 
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Office than that_of armour-bearer; but Saul’s 
beftowing it on David certainly did not arife from 
réfpect to him, but, on the contrary, from a de- 
fren againft his life, as he could then employ him 
m the moft dangerous enterprizes. ; 

+ David, however, efcaped the malicious defign 
of Saul; for, having God on his fide, he proved 
fuccefsful in all his undertakings. He became 
not only univerfally beloved by the people in 
general, but alfothofe about the court: and fuch 
were the graces of his perfon, and fo diftinguith- 
edly meritorious his conduét, that he particularly 
attracted the notice of Saul’s other daughter 
Michal*, who gave evident figns of her withes 
to form with him a matrimonial alliance. 

Saul took notice of his daughter’s affection 
for David, but did not appear in the Jeatt averfe 
to it. On the contrary he ufed his endeavours 
to promote her affeCtion, thinking to make her 
the means of producing an opportunity that 
might prove effectual in his defign againft Da- 
vid’s life. 

After fome confideration Saul hit upon a pro- 
ject which he thought would anfwer his wifhed- 
for purpofes. He made a propofal, that who- 
ever fhould kill him an hundred Philiftines fhould 
have his daughter Michal in marriage. Saul, 
no doubt, imagined that David, trom his re- 
nowned courage, would not hefitate to accept 
this offer, and that the attempt would certainly 
coft him his life. This he thought the moft 
decent method of obtaining revenge on David, 
as it would look better to have him deftroyed by 
‘the Philiftines, than by his exprets orders. 

Having formed this plan Saul employed fome 
of tis domettics to found David with refpeét ro 
his afection for Jus daughter, and whether he 
would ve willing to receive her in marriage, on 
the condition ftipulated. Thefe emiffaries told 
Davirl he was beloved both by the king and 
people, and that it was Saul’s defire he fhould 
become his fon-in-law. The anfwer David gave 
them was to this effect: “ You, faid he, may 
not think it any great matter to be the fon-in-law 
of amighty prince, but, under the circumtances 
of my quality and extraction, [ am noc vain 
enough even to think of fuch an honour.” 

When Saul’s meiiengers had told him what 
David had faid, he fent thern back to him with 
frefh inftructions, the fubftance of which were as 
follow: ‘© Tell him, faid he, I defire neither 
“ money nor prefents: when IT part with my 
«daughter, fhe fhall be beltowed, not fold. 
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* The other dauguter Merab (whom Saul had promifed 
David asa reward for having killed Goliath) he gave in 
marriage to another, one Adriel, a Meholathite. 

+ The reafon why Saul exaQed the forefins of David 
was, to prevent all cheat or collufion, and that he might 
be fure they were Philitiines only whom he killed. 
Heathe demanded the heads only of fo many men, David 

he might think) would, perhaps, cut oif thofe of his own 
ubjeéts, and bring them inftead of the Philiflincs. But 
now the Philiftines being the only neighbouring peonle who 


were uncircumcited, (for the Arabians, as deicended from 
Uhmael, and all the other nations which fprung from Efau, 


were circumcifed as well as the Hebrews) in producing their 
forefkins there could be no deception. Befides, this would 
“bea grofs infult on the Phililines in general, and Saul was 
defirous of making David as odious as poffible, hoping that, 
one time or other, he might fall inte their hands, in which 
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« T.am determined to give her to 2 man, nat 
*¢ renowned for his wealth, ,but his courage, and 
* other virtuous accomplifhments., Let hina 
only bring me the forefkins ¢ of an hundred 
Philiftines, and they will be more acceptable 
** to me than all the poffeffions in the. world 
To fuch aman will I freely beftow my daugh- 
“* ter, which will be an honour to her, and give 
«« me the moft fecret fatisfaction.” 

David was fo pleafed with Saul’s propofition, 
(not fufpe€ting his intentions were difhoneft, 
but only calculated to confirm a tie of friendthip) 
that he did not confider the difficulty af the en- 
terprize, or how far it was likely to be practica- 
ble. He immediately fet out with his men in 
fearch of the enemy, in order to execute what 
was defired, and to obtain the king’s daughter 
in marriage. By the affiftance and bravery of his 
men, he fucceeded in the undertaking, and hav- 
ing killed two hundred Philiftines, brought 
their forefkins to the king, who, agreeable to 
the covenant made between them, gave him his 
daughter Michal to wife. 

Thus did Saul’s machinations againft the life 
of David prove abortive, and, inftead of pro- 
curing his death, he only promoted the honour 
and intereft of him whom he meant to deftroy. 
David grew every day more and more the fa- 
vourite of the people, which fo incenfed. Saul 
that, unable to contain himfelf, he formed the 
refolution of having David difpatched, and or- 
dered Jonathen his fon, with fome of his moft 
favourite fervants, to perpetrate the horrid deed. 

Jonathan was thunderftruck when he received 
thefe orders from his father. He loved David 
to his foul, and determined to pervert the bafe 
defigns of the king. He accordingly haftened 
to David, and told him Saul’s intentions, advifing 
him, for that night, to fecrete himfelf, and that 
the next morning he would take the opportunity 
of fpeaking to his father in his behalf, and en- 
deavour, as tar as lay in his power, to appeafe 
his wrath. David, knowing the fidelity of Jo- 
nathan, took his advice, and imneediately re- 
tired to a private place at fome diftance from the 
palace. ; 

Karly the next morning Jonathan paid a vifit 
to his father, and finding him alone, he took the 
opportunity of fulfilling the promite he had the 
over-night made to his friend David. After re- 
minding Saul of the orders he had given for 
taking away David’s life, he addreffed himfelf 
to him as follows [: «© Lect not the king, faid 

cc he, 





cafe there could not be the leaft doubt but they would feek 
revenge by depriving him of his life. 

t ‘The ipecch Jofephus puts into Jonathan’s mouth on this 
occafion is exprefled in thefe terms: ‘¢ Father, fays he, I 
‘* cannot conceive the reafon of your having taken fo greac 
“a diflike to David as to give orders for his death. Has he 
*< committed any offence, for which thou thinkeit he deferves 
** to die? Was not thy life, ina great meafure, preferved 
‘© through h's means; and have not the Philiftines felt the 
*¢ force of hisavenging arm? Did he not-vindicate the ho- 
“© nour of our nation from the fcandal of a forty days affront 
s* in the challenge of the giant? Did he not purchafe my 
*¢ filter for his wife at your price by bringing you what you 
“< defired 2? Surely, inftead of your refentment he is enti- 
*« tled co your efeem and teadernefs, not only for his dif- 
*¢ tinguifhed courage, but his clofe alliance with your fa- 
“© mily. Confider with yourfelf what great injury vou will 
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she, fin againft his fervant David: becaufe he 

*¢ hath not finned againft thee; and becaufe his 
« works have been very good. It-.was he who 

« flew the -Philiftine, and the Lord wrought a 
© great falvation for all Ifrael: thou fawett it, 
«¢ and didft rejoice: wherefore then wilt thou 
«¢ fin again{t innocent blood, to Nay David with.. 
« out a caufe ?” 

This forcible fpeech made fuch an impreffion 
on Saul, that he bound himfelf by oath never to 
do any thing more to the injury of David: 4s 
the Lord liveth, faid he, be /hall not be flain. 

Jonathan, as foon as poffible, haftened with 
the welcome news to David, told him the parti- 
culars of all that had paffed, and affured him he 
need not be afraid, for his father had made a fo- 
Jemn vow never to do him the leaft injury. He 
then took David with him to court, and pre- 
fenting him to the king, a feeming reconciliation 
took place between them §. 

The Philiftines having again made war againft 
the Ifraelites, and brought into the field a very 
confiderable army, Saul ordered David to march 
with all expedition to give them battle. David 
obeyed the king’s orders, and meeting the Phi- 
liftines he fell on them, and obtained a compleat 
victory, the greater part being flain, and the re- 
mainder put to flight. 

Pleafed with this fuccefs, David haftened to 
communicate (as he thought) that news which 
would be agreeable to the king. But Saul, in- 
ftead of expreffing his fatisfaction at the victory, 
appeared melancholy and dejected. He was 

jealous of David’s increafing reputation, and 
imagined that what tended to his honour muft 
be prejudicial to himfelf. He forgot the obli- 
gations he was under to David, and the vow he 
had fo lately made not to injure him. Pride and 
enmity proved predominant over reafon, juftice 
and gratitude, and he again refolved to take a- 
way the life of the innocent David. 

Being one day~-attacked with a fit of his old 
diforder the phrenzy, Saul fent for David to di- 
vert him by:playing on the harp. David accord- 
ingly obeyed, but while he was thus exercifing 
his fkill Saul fuddenly arofe, and taking up a 
Javelin threw it with all his might at David. The 
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do your daughter, by making her feel the miferies of a 
widow, before fhe has tafted the enjoyments of a mo- 
there Let me, therefore, my dear futher, intreat of 
you to refle€t on thefe things, and to be more moderate in 
your determinations. Remember, it was this perfon who 
relieved you from bodily complaints of the moft horrid 
nature; and remember, that it was him, next under God, 
who delivered us from our molt implacable enemies. 
Thefe are benefits of the mott diftinguithed nature, and, 
Hees will {tain your character with the fin of ingrati- 
at tu e,”” 

§ The condué& of Jonathan, not only in this affair, but 
alfo various others that fucceeded, is highly meritorious. 
When his father ordered him to kill David he difobeyed the 
command, and, inftead of being aeceffary to the murdering 
of him, pleaded his innocence and merit as reafons for his 
heing faved. He difcovered to David his father’s defign and 
fixed refolution -of deftroying him ; in doing of which he 
neither aéted inconfiftent with his duty asa child, or to the 
allegiance he owed his father as a fubje@. He who knows 
of a confpiracy againit an innocent perfon’s life, and doth 
not difcover it, or who kills fuch a one by another’s inftiga- 
non or command, is himfelf a murderer ; and no duty toa 
father, or allegiance to a prince, can oblige any one to fhed 
innocent blood, Jonathan was therefore fo far from aéting 
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Javelin luckily miffed him, and ftuck in the wall; 
upon which David haftily left the room, and ran 
to his own houfe, where he continued the re- 
mainder of the day. 

In the mean time Saul fent a body of his guards 
to watch David’s houfe, and to prevent him ma- 
king his efcape, ordering them, as foon as day- 
light appeared in the morning, to feize and dif- 
patch him. ; 

Michal, David’s wife, being apprized of the 
orders given by the king to his guards, told her 
hufband the danger he was in, and that if he did 
not nake his efcape before morning, he would 
certainly be put to death. David readily took 
his wife’s advice, upon which fhe let him down, 
by the affiftance of a rope, froma back window 
of the houfe, and not being perceived by the 
guards, he made his efcape. 

As foon as David was departed Michal took 
an image |, the head of which fhe covered with 
goat’s hair, and putting it into the bed, covered 
it up in fuch a manner as to make it appear like 
a human perfon. Early in the morning, when 
the guards afked for David fhe told them he was 
fick ; upon which they, not knowing how to 
proceed, returned to Saul, and acquainted him 
with the intelligence they had received from 
David's wife. 

Saul, fired with indignation, ordered the 
guards immediately to return, and bring David 
in whatever firuation they found him, for he was 
determined to put him to death. ‘The guards 
accordingly returned, and went into the bed- 
chamber in expectation of finding David, and 
executing the king’s commands; but, behold, 
when they uncovered the cloathes, inftead of the 
perfon they fought after, they difcovered nothing 
more than a litelefs image. On this the guards 
immediately returned to Saul, and acquainted 
him with the trick that had been played on them 
by Michal; upon which he fent for her, and, in 
very fevere terms, upbraided her for her con- 
duct. Michal excufed herfelf in the beft man- 
ner fhe could: fhe told her father fhe did it 
through fear, as David had threatened her life. 
That it was not done from choice, but neceffity ; 
and that fhe thought he was not fo anxious for 
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contrary to his duty and allegiance, in refufing to become 
his father’s inttrument in murdering David, that he gave a 
noble inftance of filial piety, affeétion, and duty, in 
his repeated endeavours to preferve him from fo un- 
natural and atrocious acrime; and humanity and virtue 
will ever applaud him for the generous concern he expreffed 
for the honour of his father, and the prefervation of his 
friend. It is to be obferved, that Jonathan ever confiders 
David as an innocent perfon, and pleads for him to his fa- 
ther, not as a rebel, or notorious offender, to obtain his 
pardon, but as a perfon having never done any thing to for- 
feit Saul’s favour, or his own life. And thercfore, Jonathan 
muft be commended in difobeying his father’s orders, and 
doing all that laid in his power to avert Saul’s defigns of 
taking away David’s life. 

i In the Hebrew itis ¢eraphim ; which teraphim, it plain- 
ly follows from hence, mutt have been figures of the human 
form ; for the defign of Michal was manifettly to deceive 
the meflengers of Saul, by fhewing them fomcthing in a bed 
fo far retembling a man as to make them believe it was Da- 
vid himfelf. Weare told thar women, in thofe times, were 
accuftomed to have figures made in the likenefs of their huf- 
bands, that when they were abfent they might have their 
image to lock at. If this was the cafe, Michal’s image, 
moft probably, was one of that kind, 
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the deftruction of David as for her prefervation. 
Saul admitted this excufe, forgave his daughter, 
and reftored her to his favour. 

In the mean time David went to the prophet 
Samuel at Ramah, to whom he related all the 
{nares that had been laid for him by Saul, and 
the manner in which he had effected his efcape. 
Samuel, for the better fecurity of David’s per- 
fon, left Ramah, and, taking him with him, 
went, to a place called Naioth, where was a 
{chool *, or coll:ge, of prophets. 

When Saul underflood where David was, and 
with whom, he difpatched a body of men to 
Naioth, with orders to feize David, and bring 
him immediately to the palace. But when they 
came near the place, and beheld Samuel] teach- 
ing and inftructing the young prophets, they 
were fuddenly impreffed with the fpirie of pro- 
phecy, and could not return. In confequence of 
this Saul fent other meffengers, and after them, 
others again; but no fooner did they come near 
the place than they were all affected in the like 
manner. At length Saul, impatient of thefe 
delays, went himf{elf,; but as he drew near the 
place, the fpirit of prophecy feized him alto, fo 
that he went along prophefying + till he came in 
fight of David and Samuel, when he {tripped off 
his cloathes, and Jaid himfelf on the ground, in 
which pofture he remained till the next morn- 
ing, when he arofe, and returned home. 

David took this opportunity of leaving Naioth, 
and paid a vifit to his trufty friend Jonathan, to 
whom he related the unkind behaviour of his 
father, which he thought excceding grievous, as 
he had not committed any manner of injury or 
injuftice again{thim. Jonathan told him not to 
judge rafhly, nor place too much confidence in 
the tales of other men; that he was fure if his 
father meant him any harm he would have made 
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* At what period thefe fchools cf the prophets were at 
firft inilituted 1s no where indicated in feripcure: But as the 
firft mention we find of them is in Samuel’s time, we can 
hardly fuppote, thofe before were much fuperior. Tt may he 
prefumed that the fad degeneracy of pricithood at firtt occa- 
fioned the inflitution of thefe places, for the better education 
of thofe that were to fucceed in the facred miniltry, whether 
as prophets or pricits. According to the places that are [pe- 
cified in fcripture, (1 Sam. x. 5, 10. and xix. 20. 2 Kings 
ii. 5. iv. 38. and xxii. 14.) they were firltereéted in the ci- 
ties of the Levites, which, for the more convenient initruc- 
tion of the people, were difperfed up and down in the feveral 
tribes of Ifr.el. In thefe places the prophets had convenient 
colleges built (whereof Naioth feems to be one) for their 
abode ; and, living in communities, had fome one of diltin- 
guifhcd note (very probably by Divine election) fet over 
them to be their head or prefident. Here it wa. that they 
ftudied the law, and learned to expound the feveral precepts 
of it. Here it was that, by previous exercife, they qua- 
\ified themfelves for the reception of the fpirit of prophecy, 
whenever it should pleafe God to fend it upon them. Here 
it was, that they were inftructed in the facred art of pfalmo- 
dy, or (as the feripture calls it, 1 Chron. xxv. 1, 7.) in 
prophecying with harps, with pfalteries and cymbals: and 
hence it was, that, when any bleflings were to be promifed, 
judgments denounced, or extraordinary events predi¢ted, the 
meffengers were generally chofen: fo that thefe colleges were 
feminaries of Divine knowledge, and nurferies of that race 
of prophets, which fucceeded from Samuel to the time of 
Matachi. 

+ This prophecyiog of the meffengers and Saul was cer- 
tainly direéted by the Wifdom of Providence, in order to 
prevent the former from feizing, and the latter from mur- 
dering, David, and probably, in the fame fit of rage, Sa- 

*muel and the whole company of prophets. Whether this 
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him privy to his intentions, and, had that béere 
the cafe, he fhould certainly have told him of it, 
and put him upon his guard. David then af~ 
firmed with an oath what he had faid relative to 
Saul’s unkindnefs, and told Jonathan not to be . 
too credulous when the life of his friend was at 
ftake. 

This weighty argument greatly affected Jona~ 
than, who begged David to make his mind as 
eafy as poffible, for that he would do him all the 
fervices that laid in his power. Whatfoever thy 
foul defireth, {aid he, I will even do it for thee. 
The reply David made to this was to the fol- 
lowing effeét: ‘ I am very fenfible of your 
good-will, and readinefs to ferve me. Now to- 
morrow there will be a new moon, and confe- 
quently a feftival. At fuch times, you know, 
ithas been cuftomary for me to fit at meat with 
the king: but if you think well of it, I will go 
out of the city, and fecrete inyfelf in fome private 
place in the fields, where I will abide till the 
third day at even, when you can come and in- 
form me of all that has paffed. If the king afks 
for me, tell him I am gone to Bethlehem, to 
celebrate the day with my own tribe, and that I 
had your permiffion. If he {peaks kindly, you. 
may take it for granted that he has no malice in 
his heart againft me; but if otherwife, depend 
upon it he bears me a grudge.” 

Jonathan promifed David he would do every 
thing he defired, and that whatever fhould be 
the iffue he would not fail giving him a juft ac- 
count. They then retired together into the 
fields, where Jonathan made a covenant with 
David, and, addreffing himfelf to God, as a wit- 
nels of the integrity of his heart }, again repeated 
his promifes, that he would leave nothing un- 
attempted, which might conduce to his prefer- 
vation, He then told David to keep in his 
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prophecying confifted in predi€ting fome future events, fuch 
as Saul’s deitruétion, and David’s advancement to the throne, 
we cannot tell ; but certainly it was productive of one good 
effect, namely, the prefervation of he life of one deftined 
to fit on the throne of Ifracl, ‘Thechange in the meffengers 
of Saul was great; but that wrought in Saul himfelf was 
aftonifhing. He came to wreak his vengeance: but inftead 
of a murderer he becomes a prophet, and puts himfelf naked 
into the hands of Samuel, the prophets and David, who 
might have taken what advantage they pleafed of fo fingu- 
lar an adventure, even to the cutting off of Saul, and 
raifing David to the throne. But they abhorred the thought; 
and as the Spirit of the Lord kept Saul in the condition he 
was till David was fafe, fo Saul was fafe during the time he 
was zaked, that is, deilitute of his royal garments. A no- 
ble evidence this, of the innocence and loyalty of Samuel, 
the prophets and David, whilft, at the fame time it affords 
a pleafing inftance to 2 generous and compaffionate mind, of 
the care of Providence over perfecuted virtue, and of the 
impotence of human malice towards thofe whum God, in his 
great wifdom, pleafes to preferve, 

} The fpeech Jofephus puts into the mouth of Jonathan, 
on this occafion, is very tender and pathetic: <«« That God 
(fays he, looking up to heaven) who fees all things, and is 
omniprefent, knows the utmoit fecrets of my heart: and 
when I have done this, whether it be for or againft thee, 
I will not lofe a momen till I have informed thee of it. God 
himfelf knows how earneltly 1 have prayed to him for your 
fafety. ‘hat God is now with thee, and Will not forfake 
thee, but (whether my father Saul cr myfelf fhould prove 
thy enemy) will keep thee fafe and unhurt. Remember the 
things I have now told thee, and if it fhould be my fate to 
fuffer death for pleading in your behalf, do you fupply my 
place, and acknowledge my fervices, by being a father to my 
children.” i 
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iding place for three days, at the expiration of 
eee would make known to him, by certain 
tokens, the iffue of his embaffy. The tokens 
were thefe > that he fhould come attended by a 
boy, and that as foon as he entered the field he 
would fhoot three arrows. If the arrows fell 
between him and the boy, he might be affured 
that all was well; but if any one of them pafied 
him, he might take it for granted there was 
danger: Having faid this, they embraced each 
other, and parted, Jonathan returning to the pa- 
lace, and David retiring to the fpot appointed 
for his concealment. 

The next day, which was the feaft of the New 
Moon, Saul took his ufual feat at the table, his 
fon Jonathan being placed on his right hand, 
and Abner, his captain-general,. on-the left ; but 
the feat of David was left vacant. Saul took no 
notice of his abfence the firft day, fuppofing he 
might not be properly qualified |} to attend ; 
but miffing him the fecond day, he fternly afked 
Jonathan what occafioned the fon of Jeffe * to 
be abfent from the feaft two days together? Jo- 
nathan told him, he had given him permiffion to 
go to BethIchem, to feaft with his own tribe on 
the occafion. Saul, being confcious of the 
friendfhip that fubfifted between his fon and 
David, was irritated at his having given him the 
indulgence required, and not being able to con- 
tain himfelf, fell into a moft violent paffion. 
He called Jonathan a traitor and an enemy to 
his country ; told him he was an abettor of, and 
confederate with, David ; and that he was a con- 
fpirator againft his own family. 4s Jong, faid he, 
as the fon of Feffe liveth, thou shalt not be efta- 
blifoed, nor thy kingdom. Wherefore, now fend and 
Seich him unto me, for be fall furely die. 

Jonathan, in a very cool and refpeétful man- 
ner, begged his father to tell him what capital 
offence David had committed, for that he had 
never known him guilty of the leaft difobedience. 
This increafed Saul's rage to a much higher 
pitch than before, infomuch that, fnatching up a 
javelin, he threw it with all his might at Jona- 
than, whom he would certainly have facrificed 
to his refentment had it not luckily miffed 
him. 

This violent outrage convinced Jonathan of 
his father’s real hatred co David, and that he was 
determined to put a period to his life. He 
therefore quitted the company as foon as poffible, 
and, retiring to his chamber, fpent the whole 
night in prayer and fupplication to God for the 
lafety of his friend. Early the next morning he 
took his bow and arrows, and, attended by a 
boy, went into the fields under pretence of fhoot- 
ing, but in reality to difcover to David the dif- 
pofition of his father, as had been agreed be- 
tween them. He conveyed the firft intelligence 
by fhooting the arrows, two of which fell be- 
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| Itis probable that Saul imagined fomething had hap- 
pened to David by which he had been polluted, fuch as the 
touching a dead body, in which cafe it would not have been 
Proper for him to attend on this occafion. 

* Saul’s calling David the fon of Jeffe was {poke by way 
of derifion, thereby intimating to thofe who were prefent, 
that he defpifed him for the meannefs of his birth. 

t The city of Nob belonged to the tribe of Benjamin, and 
was fituated about four leagues from Gibeah, not far from 
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tween him and the, boy; and the third paffed 
him. He then told the boy to gather up the 
arrows and bring them to him; which having 
done, he gave him his bow, and ordered him. to 
return home: 

As foon as the boy was departed Jonathan 
proceeded towards the place where David had 
concealed himfelf, in order to fulfil his promife 
by telling him all that had paffed fince they were 
laft together. David, knowing from the token 
of the arrows, that the king was inveterate a- 
gainft him, was anxious to know the particulars, 
and therefore left his place to meet Jonathan. 
As foon as they approached each other, David 
fell proftrate on the ground, and bowed himfelf 
Jonathan immediately raifed him 
from the ground, and, after mutual embraces, 
told him all that had paffed between him and 
his father: that he was implacable and determined 
to deftroy him, and therefore he advifed him to 
make his efcape as faft as poffible. They then 
made frefh proteftations to each other, of perpe- 
tual friendfhip, and having again embraced and 
wept with each other, Jonathan left him, with 
fervent prayers to God that he would accom- 
pany him wherever he went. 

David, agreeable to the advice of his friend, 
left the place of his retirement, and went to 
the city of Nob +, where, ac that time, ftood 
the tabernacle, and where Ahimelech was prieft. 
Knowing who he was, and not having any atten- 
dants with him, Ahimelech took notice of it, 
and afked him the reafont. David told him, 
he was come on very particular bufinefs at the 
exprefs command of the king: that as it was of 
a private nature, he had, for the prefent, dif- 
charged his train; but that they were to meet. 
him at a certain time and place he had ap- 
pointed. He then told Ahimelech he was greatly 
diftreffed for neceffaries to profecute his journey, 
and that he fhould confider it as the moft friendly 
office if he would iupply him with fuch as he 
wanted, particularly bread. ‘This requeft Ahi- 
melech chearfully granted ; upon which David 
told him he would greatly increafe the obliga- 
tion if he could furnifh him with a fword, or 
fpear, and fome pieces of ammunition. The 
prieft told him he had no other arms than the 
{word that cut off the head of Goliath, and if he 
chofe to accept that, it was at his fervice.—[An 
unfortunate circumftance attended this conver- 
fation between David and Ahimelech, there hap- 
pening to be within hearing a fervant of Saul’s, 
named Doeg, an Edomite, who enjoyed the 
office of chicf herdfman to the king. ] 

David, being thus provided with neceffaries 
for a journey, and having with him the fword 
of Goliath, left Nob, and went to the city of 
belonged to Achifh, king of the 





Philiftines. THe had not been here long before 
he 
Anathoth. [t was in the north part of the facerdotal cities, 


and it ts probable that Saul ordered the tabernacle to be re 
moved from Shiloh to this place. 

1 From the whole of this affair iris evident that Ahime- 
lech knew nothing of the circumftances of David. He was 
infenfible of Saul’s difpleafure againft him, or of Iris deter- 
mined refolution to deftroy him; and, therefore, as he was 
the king’s fon-in-law, he was furprized to fce him without 
any attendants. * 
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he was known, and the king informed of his 
being the perfon who had fo often defeated and 
deftroyed the Philiftines. In confequence of 
this information David was taken before Achifh, 
when, to avoid the danger that threatened him, 
he feigned madnefs or an epilepfy, which he did 
to fuch perfection, that the king, after rebuking 
the officers for bringing a madman into his pre- 
fence, order him to be difcharged. 

The next day David left Gath, and took up 
his refidence in a cave near Adullam ¢. His 
relations and friends foon hearing where he was 
caine flocking to him, together with many mal- 
contents, and men of defperate fortunes, the 
whole number of whom amounted to about four 
hundred. 

This junction was very acceptable to David; 
but his mind was greatly diftreffed on account of 
his aged parents, whom he feared would fall 
victims to the malice of Saul. He therefore 
applied to the king of Moab, befeeching him to 
take them under his protection. ‘he king rea- 
dily complied with David’s requeft, received 
them with great cordiality, and treated them 
with the moft diftinguifhed refpect. 

David and his company continued for fome time 
in the cave of Adullam, till at length he was 
advifed, by the prophet Gad, who attended him, 
to return to the land of Judah; which he ac- 
cordingly did, and took up his ftation in the 
foreft of Hareth. 

Saul, being informed of David's fituation, and 
the number of men he had with him, was greatly 
alarmed. He knew his natural intrepidity and 
was fearful of the confequences. He therefore 
convened an affembly of his friends, captains, 
and the tribe to which he belonged, at Gibeah , 
who being met, he addreffed them in words to 
this effect: ‘ Ye men of Benjamin, faid he, 
«© ye cannot be infenfible of the many good of- 
fices I have done you, and that through my 
means many of you have been advanced to 
the higheft pofts of honour. Wherefore I 
now afk, whether you expect greater favours 
from the hands of the fon of Jeffe than 
ye have received from me? I am informed 
that ye are all ready to revolt to him; and 
that ye are countenanced in your conduct 
by my fon Jonathan. 1am no ftranger to 
the folemn league and confederacy between 
him and David; and of his abetting the caufe 
of my adverfaries with his power, intereft and 
council.” 

As foon as Saul had finifhed his fpeech, Doeg, 


“ 
« 
«e¢ 
« 
ac 
“e 
ac 
«ec 
ce 
ce 
ce 
«cc 


ce 





+ Adullam was a town of confiderable note belonging -to 
the tribe of Judah; and near it was a rock of the fame name, 
in which was a cave naturally itrong and well fortified; ani 
here David retreated Molt of the mountains of Paleftine 
were full of caverns, whither the inhabitants of the villages 
generally retired for fafety in times of war, | 
{ The defence made by Ahimelech to David, as related 
Jofephus, is to this effeét: ‘* What Idid, fiys he, was 
not to gain the efteem of David, but to promote your 
fetvice. IT did not receive him as your enemy, betas the 
faithfullef of your friends and officers, and, what is fill 
more, us the fon of a great fovereign. Mow thould I 
imagine him to be your enemy on whom you have con- 
ferred the moit diftinguifhed honour? It was more rea- 
fonable for me to fuppofe him one of your dearcf friends. 
If he confulted me about the will ef God, it is not the 
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the king’s herdman, (whe overheard all that had 
paffed between David and Ahimelech the prieft 
at Nob) arofe, and related the particulars in 
words to this effeét: <“« When, fays he, I went 
‘© to Ahimelech the prieft, in the city of Nob, 
I faw the fon of Jeffe, who had come thither 
to eonfult the oracle. Ahimelech furnithed 
him with conveniencies for his journey, and, 
as an inftrument of defence, gave him the 
fword with which he had cut off the head of 
Goliath.” 

In confequence of this declaration, Saul im- 
mediately fent for Ahimelech, and ali the priefts 
that were inthe city of Nob. As foon as Ahi- 
melech appeared before Saul, he thus addreffed 
him: ‘¢ Why, faid he, have ye confpired a- 
« gainft me, thou, and the fon of Jeffe, in that 
thou haft given him bread, and a fword, and 
haft enquired of God for him, that he fhould 
rife againft me, to lie in wait, as at this day.” 
Ahimelech, being entirely innocent, endea- 
voured to defend himfelf againft the king’s un- 
juft charge in words to this effedt: ‘ How, 
*« fays he, could I do lefs than entertain a perfon 
fo honourable as David, and fo highly in 
favour with my prince? Efpecially when he 
camg in the king’s name, and about his af- 
fairs? As to my enquiring of the Lord for 
him, it was not the firft time: thou knoweft I 
have often enquired of the Lord for him 
before. And as to any confpiracy againit thee, 
far be it from me; I can fafely anfwer for 
myfelf and family, we know nothing of it f.” 
Notwithftanding the juftnefs of this defence, 
it availed little with Saul, whofe refentment was 
fo great, and his paffions fo ungovernable, that 
he not only ordered Ahimelech, but likewife all 
the priefts with him, to be put to the fword. 
The guards who ftood by, and heard Ahime- 
lech’s defence, would not undertake fo barbarous 
an office ; but Doeg, who had been their accufer, 
at the king’s command, became their execu- 
tioner, and, with his facrilegious hand, flew no 
lefs than eighty-five perfons, all of whom were 
of the facerdotal order. 

Nor did Saul’s bloody refentment ftop here. 
He immediately difpatched a party of foldiers 
to the city of Nob, with orders that they fhould 
kill not only men, women and children, but 
likewite deftroy the cattle, and every living crea- 
ture they found in the place §. 

Salu’s intentions were, totally to have extir- 
pated the family of Ahimelech, but it happened, 
that one of his ions, named Abiathar, fortunately 
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firft time he has done it, nor the firft time I have given 
him an anfwer. He told me he came from you on bufi- 
nefs of the mof important nature, and if I hac not re- 
lieved his wants, it would have been an indignity to you 
more thanto him. Wherefore I befeech you not to blame 
me, even though you fhould find David guilty as you fuf- 
pect. The fervice I did hin was a matter of refpeét to 
the king’s fon in-law and the king’s military officer, not 
to the perfon or interef of David.” 
§ The learned Jofephus has, on this occafion, made a 
moft inimitable defcant on the abufe of power in men, 
when once from a low they come to be exalted to an high fta- 
tion in life. After mentioning the cruelty of Saul in put- 
ting to death the priefts and deftroying the inhabitants of 
of Nob, he proceedsthus: ‘* While men, fays he, are low, 
*€ poor, fubjeét to laws and penalties, and, in truth, under 
* s€ the 
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efcaped and fled to David, to whom he related 
the particulars of his father’s conduct, and the 
deftru€tion of his kindred. David was greatly 
affliétted when he heard of Saul’s cruelty, and 
the more fo as he confidered himfelf, in fome 
meafure, as the innocent occafion of it. <“ I 
« thought, faid he, when I faw Doeg at your 
« father’s houfe, he would calumniate me before 
« the king; and am forry to find my conjec- 
“¢ tures were too well founded. I lament 
© that fo melancholy a circumftance fhould have 
«taken place on my account: but fear not, 
“© Abiathar, place yourfelf under my protection, 
«© and I will ufe my utmoft endeavours to fhield 
*¢ you from all danger.” 
While David was in the foreft of Hareth, the 
Philiftines made contiderable depredations in 
various parts of the country belonging to the 
Ifraelites, and at length made themfelves mafters 
of Keilah, a city belonging to the tribe of Ju- 
dah. Intelligence of this being given to David, 
he refolved to march with his army againft 
them, but not before he had confulted the Di- 
vine Oracle ||.'. Having done this. and received 
a full authority from God to undertake the en- 
terprize, he accordingly proceeded to Keilah, 
whither he had no fooner arrived, than heel! on 
the Philiftines, whom he totally defeated, great 
numbers of them being flain, and the reft put 
to flight. By this defeat the inhabitants of Kei- 





the neceflity of appearing honeft for want of power to be 
«* wicked, how temperate, juft, humane, nay, how religious 
«* do they pretend to be! they live as if they acknowledged 
** a Providence, and believed the Omnipotence of an all- 
«* feeing God. But no fooner do they come to an advanced 
«« ftation, than they become quite different creatures: like 


«* a€tors on the ftage, they lay afide their manners with their | 


drefs, and change both the fcene and the perfon. They 
‘* grow proud and imperious, and pay no refpeét either to 
«* God or man. Inftead of being pious, and adminiltering 
«¢ that juftice which alone can fecure them from detraction, 
they live and act as if they thought either God knew not 
what they did, oras if their elevation placed them above 
the reach of Divine juftice. When this arrogant vanity is 
“« on the wing, what confufion enfues! They govern by 
«* paffion, not reafon: they unjuflly take umbrage at fome, 
“* and beftow their favours with partiality to others. They 
endeavour to make the world believe their conduét is di- 
** rected by the will of heaven, though at the fame time 
** they have not the leaft thought of futurity. Thofe who have 
«« done them any fignal fervices, they compliment with ho- 
nours and rewards ; but then it is in the power of any bafe 
incendiary not only to divelt them of their dignities, but 
alfo their lives ; and all this without trial, oreven exami- 
nation. ‘This tyranny does not fo much affeét the real guil- 
ty who deferve punifhment, as it does thofe who frequently 
fuffer on the moft erroneous accufations.——The difference 
thus ftated between a low and elevated fituation, in the 
fame perfon is evidently manifefted in Saul, who, on a bare 
fufpicion of fome injury done him hy Ahimelech, not on- 
ly caufed him and all the priefts to be put to death, but 
likewife the inhabitants of that city which entertained the 
*« Tabernacle of God.” 

l! This was one of the moft noble adventures of David’s 
life, and perhaps the molt extraordinary of any recorded in 
hiftory. Another man in David’s place would have rejoiced 
at this invafion, and perhaps encouraged it; and this both 
from felf-prefervation and policy: Firft, becaufe he had no- 
thing to fear for himfelf, whilit Saul had fuch an enemy up- 
on his hands. And, fecondly, becaufe the diftrefs of his 
country was the likelieft means to bring Saul to reafon, and 
force him to recall, and be reconciled to, his beft companion. 
But David was governed by other than thefe narrow views : 
nor fafety nor honour were defirable to him, purchafed by 
the diftrefs of his country and his friends: his bofom beat 
with an earneft defire to relieve Keilah: but it was not an 
adventure to be unadvifedly undertaken ; and therefore we 
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lah were rein{tated in their poffeffions, befides hav- 
ing a confiderable booty in cattle left by their 
enemies. 

The news of this action foon reached the ears 
of Saul, who fuppofing David would fortify 
himfelf in the place, fent an army to inveft it. 
In the mean time David, having contulted the 
Divine Oracle, and being informed that the in- 
habitants of Keilah, would prove perfidious to 
him, he left it before the arrival of Saul’s army, 
and retired, with his men to a wood in the de- 
ferts of Ziph *. 

Sau], not knowing whither David had fed, 
could not purfue him. But Jonathan, his fon, 
having received private intelligence of his a- 
bode, immediately repaired to him, and gave 
him all the comfort and encouragement he 
could. He affured him his father’s malice 
could never reach him: that he doubted not but 
the time would come when he fhould fee him 
king of Ifrael ; and that his father was con{cious 
he was deftined to that office by the will of Pro- 
vidence. They then renewed the league of 
friendhhip formerly made between them, and, 
after embracing each other, parted +. 

The inhabitants of Ziph were very officious 
in fending intelligence to Saul where. David was, 
at the fame time telling him, that if he would 
aflift them with a proper force, they would en- 
gage to deliver him into his hands. Saul 
thanked 





are affured, that he exguired of God, faying, fall I go, and 
Smite thefe Philiftines? None but a herocould pur the quef- 
tion; and none but God could refolve.it. And the Lord fatd 
unto David, Go, and finite the Pbhiliftines, and fave Ketlah. 

* This mountainous wildernefs was within the precinéts 
of the tribe of Judah, and on the confines of Edom. It is 
fuppofed to have had its name from the Hebrew word Zepheth, 
which fignifies pitch, it being remarkable for abounding in 
that article. 

+ Jonathan’s condu& in this fingular tranfation appears 
truly difinterefted, generous and great. He could not now 
be ignorant of David’s deftination to the throne of Ifrael, 
by the will of God, and knew that nothing could. prevent 
his fucceffion to it, as God had appointed it. In fach a fita- 
ation how does he at? He feorns by fraud and violeace to 
attempt the life of the man whom God had fixed on to be 
king, even in preference to himfelf; but feeks him out in 
the wildernefs, where his father was hunting him to de- 
ftruction, and frengthens bis hand in God: not by promifing 
to affilt him in difpoffeffing his father of the kingdom, or 
difturbing and diftreffing his government; not by entering 
into any confpiracy or plot with him againft his father's in- 
tereft and honour ; but by comforting him under his cruel 
perfecution, and afturiiy him of God’s protection from the 
hand or power of his father, his future advancement to the 
crown, and his own confidence in David’s fiiendfhip, that he 
fhould be advanced to the higheit hanours in his court. He 
Jets him know alfo that Saul his fathcr very well knew that 
David fhould be his fucceffor; and that Jonathan faid the 
truth in this, is evident from what Saul himfelf faid to Da~ 
vid but a little while after, 1 Sam. chap. xxiv. 20, In this 
whole affair, therefore, between Jonathan and David, no- 
thing paffed but what was perfeétly confiftent with the allegi- 
ance and duty of thefe two eminent friends to thcir comman 
fovereign and father: there was no treafon talked of ; na 
event {poken of, but what was known to Saul equally as to 
Jonathan ; not any treafonable meafures concerted to’ preci- 
pitate and haften the event, before the feafon appoiated by 
Providence ; nor any covenant entered into by Jonathan, to 
engage with David in any common caufe againit his own fa- 
ther, David’s fucceffion to the crown after Saul was certainly 
known both to Saul and Jonathan: anid the only circumftance 
in which Jonathan’s conduét differed from his father’s, was, 
that with refpe€&t to an event which both of them forefaw 
would certainly come to pafs, Jonathan was for quietly fub- 
mitting to it, asan appointment of God; whilit Saul wa. 
for practifing every expedient, if poffible, to prevent it. 
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thanked them for the intelligence, and imme-. 


diately fent a bedy of men to affift them in the 
execution of their intentions, refolving foon to 
follow them with his whole army. But David, 
being apprized of the confpiracy of the Zi- 
phites, baffled all their fchemes, by retiring, 
with great precipitation, to a rock in the wil- 
dernefs of Maon. 

Saul, having received intelligence whither 
David had retired, marched againft him, and 
preffed him fo clofe, that the two armies were 
only feperated by a narrow valley. Saul’s in- 
tentions were, to encompafs the army of David, 
in order to prevent their efcape; but before he 
could carry this defign into execution, news was 
brought him, that the Philiftines had broken in 
upon the Hebrews, and were ravaging their 
country ; fo that Saul was forced to give up 
the indulgence of his private refentment for the 


public good, and to divert his arms another | 


way. 

Thus, by the interpofition of Providence was 
David delivered from one of the moft immedi- 
ate dangers of his life; and from this incident 
he called the place Sela-bammablekoth which fig- 
nifies, the rock of divifions. David, however, not 
thinking himfelf fafe here, left the place, and 
took fhelter, with his army, among the {trong 
holds in the wildernefs of Engedi f. 

Saul, having defeated the Philtftines, and re- 
ceived intelligence where David had retired, 
fele€ted 3000 of his choiceft men, and marched 
againft him with the greateft expedition. David 
and his men had concealed themfelves in a cave, 
which was very deep and wide, and extended a 
confiderable diftance in length. It happened 
that when Saul came to this cave, he had occa- 
fion to give a loofe to nature, and (not fufpecting 
the place was inhabited) retired from his army, 
and went into it for that purpofe, One of Da- 
vid’s men fecing Saul, and knowing him, com- 
municated the intelligence to David, telling him, 
he had now the opportunity of cutting off the 
head of his mortal enemy, for that God had de- 
livered Saul into his hands. But David rejected 
the propofition with abharrence, faying, ‘* God 
*< forbid I fhould ftretch forth my hand againft 
“the Lord's anointed.” He then (to fhew 
Saul how much he had been in his power) went 
foftly, and cut off the fkirte of his upper gar- 
ment §. 

As foon as Saul left the cave, David followed, 
and called after him. The king, well knowing 
the voice, turned about, when David, with great 
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{ The word En-gedi, in the Hebrew language, fignifies, 
the kid’s fountain; from whence, probably, the neighbour- 
ing region took its hame, becaufe there they watered their 
flocks. Eufebius places it on the confines of the Dead Sea, 
to the weft. With him it was famous for excellent 4a/m, 
and with Solomon, in his Song, for vineyards. Jt is now 
called Angueds. 

§ If it be afked, how David could do this without Saul’s 
perceiving it? the anfwer may be, that this pofftbly might be 
fome loefe upper garment, which Saul might put off, and lay 
afide at fome diltance from him, wpon this occafion ; and 
that, as there were feveral rooms, or particular cells, in thefe 

. farge caverns, which might have fecret paflages from one 
another, Saul, at the mouth of one of thefe cells, might lay 
down this upper garment, which David perceiving, and know- 
ing all the paflages of the place, might go fome fecret way, 
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reverence and refpect, addreffed him in words to 
this effe&t: “ What an unhappy thing it is, 
“« fays he, wheh a great prince fo liftens to the 
*€ tongues of calummiators and detractors, as to 
*¢ fufpe@t the integrity of his tried and moft 
‘¢ faithful friends! Etow can you excufe your- 
*¢ felf to God for committing fo enormous a 
<¢ wickednefs as to defire the death of a perfon, 
‘¢ who, this very day, had it in his power to re- 
“ venge himfelf by depriving you of your ex- 
“¢ iftence! I could as eafily have taken your 
“* head from yeur, fhoulders, as this piece of 
“ {tuff from yous:mantle (fhewing the fkirt he 
«¢ had cut off) but ¥had not the heart to com- 
« mit fo vindiétivé’ an a€&t; while you, at the 
** fame time, without the leaft fcruple of con- 
** fcience, purfue me with a moft injurious per- 
fecution. But the Lord judge between us, 
“and, if I have done any thing, either in 
“* thought or deed, to thy detriment, let me be 
*¢ punifhed as I deferve.” 

The graceful arid modeft manner in which 
David delivered this fpeech, and the circum- 
{tance of his fparing the king’s life when he had 
itin his power to take it away, made fuch an 
impreffion on Saul, that he burft into a flood of 
tears ; after which he addreffed David in words 
to this effect: ‘* Thou haft been the Author of 
“* many good things to me, but I of many ca- 
“* Tamities to thee. From the tranfactions of 
“ this day it appears manifeftly evident that you 
“* are defigned by Providence to be ruler over 
“ the kingdom of Ifrael, and that the whole na- 
“tion will be fubjeét to your governments. 
‘© Wherefore, I have this requeft to make, that 
“ you will promife, on oath, to forgive all the 
“ injuries I have done you; and that when you 
“ come to be poffeffed of the kingdom, you 
© will be merciful to my family.” 

David promifed all that Saul requefted, upon 
which they parted, and Saul immediately re- 
turned home; but David, not chufing to truft to 
his fair words, kept himfelf clofe in the holds of 
Engedi. 

About this time died the prophet Samuel, 2 
man univerfally refpected by the Hebrews for 
his great probity and virtue. He was buried ar 
Ramah ||, and the people teftified their grief for 
him by the moft diftinguifhed lamentations. He 
died in the 98th year of his age, twelve of which 
he governed Ifrael, alone, and eighteen as a 
judge in conjunction with Saul. 

How fingular was the character * and piety 
of Samuel! Devoted to God from his birth, 
and 





and cut off fome fmall part of it. Nor could the noife, which 
David’s motion might nrake be well heard by Saul, becaufe 
it muft have been drowned by a much greater noife, which 
Saul’s army, waiting for him ac the mouth of the cave, may 
be fuppofed to make. 

|| In the reign of the emperor Arcadius his body was re- 
meved to Conitantinople, where (as St. Jerome informs us} 
it was received, both by the clergy and laity, with joy un- 
fpeakable, and honours almoft infinite. 

* Acelebrated writer, in defcribing the charaéter of Sa- 
muel fays, ‘* He was, indeed, an excellent governor, and, 
** through his whole adminiftration, above vanity, corrup- 
“© tion, or any private views, Thofe who attend to his life 
‘© may obferve that he was modeft without meannefs, mild 
«s without weaknefs, firm without obiiinacy, and fevere 
«© without harfhnefs.’* i 
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and worthy to.be fo! Early dedicated to the di- 
vinity, and hallowed by his influence! Defcended 
from prophets, himtelf a greater. The fervice 
of God made the ‘early bufinefs of his life ; nor 
was it ever interrupted by any thing but the fer- 
vice of his country. 

The Scriptures are certainly the delight of 
life, but the pleafure of perufing them is always 
heightened when they demonitrate their own 
veracity. No man in his fenfes, in the vigour 
of life, and in the age of ambition and avarice, 
forced by no danger, urged by no guilt, and 
preffed by no infirmity of mind or body, ever 
- yet, voluntarily, and of his own choice, refigned 
the fupreme power, fecluded his fons from the 
fucceffion, and elected two ftrangers to it, in fuc- 
ceffion, neither of whom he had ever feen be- 
fore. Samuel did all this; and therefore; when 
the Scriptures affure us he did it by the Divine 
command, we cannot help believing them: the 
narration carries its own irrefiftible evidence a- 
long with it. 

Happy Samuel! Exalted to fupreme power, 
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| without ambition ; exerting it without epee 


or avarice, and refigning it without reluctance, 
when his God commanded !. Retiring; (rare feli- 
city) with undiminifhed dignity; or, to fpeak 
more juftly, with added honour, from the con- 
current and univerfal teftimony of his country 
to his equity and incorruption !_ Oh, would prin- 
ces fo ufe their power, or fo refign ic! Uluftrious 
in the fplendor of a throne, and yet more fo in 
the fhade of a cell; fo far from envying his fuc- 
ceffor to the fupreme power, that he pitied and 
prayed for him! He had raifed him, by the Di- 
vine favour, but could not reftore him. 

It were hard to determine which was happiett, 
his life or his death. He lived to the nobleft 
purpofes, the glory of God, and the good of his 
country; he died full of years and honours, 
univerfally Jamented and defired. Such was 
Samuel! Such always were, and fuch always 
will be, in a great meafure, all thofe, whofé 
beginnings are laid in true religion; whofe 
duty is their delight, and their God their glory } 
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VIII. 


David, provoked at the churlifonefs of Nabal, refolves to deftroy him, but ts reftrained by the wifdom 


of Abigail, Nabal’s wife. 


Nabal, hearing thereof, dies. 


David marries Abigail. Saul marches 


with kis army againft David, who has the opportunity of taking away bis life, but does not think 
proper to embrace it. David is protetted by Achifh, king of Gath, who gives him the town of 
Ziglag for his refidence. The Pbiliftines prepare to fight againft the Ifraelites, Saul, previous to 
his marching againft the Philiftines, confults the Lord, but not receiving any anfwer, be applies to 
the Witch of Endor, whom he intreats to raife the ghoft of Samuel. The prophet appears, re- 
proaches the king, and denounces the death of bim and his fons on the morrow. The princes of 
the Philiftines requeft king Achifh to difmifs David from their army, which he accordingly does with 
great commendations of his fidelity. The Amalekites, in David’s abfence, plunder and burn Ziglag. 
David purfues, overtakes them, and recovers the fpoil. The Ifraelites are overcome by the Phi- 
liftines. Saul and bis three fons are flain. The Philiftines faften their bodies to the walls of 
Bethfhan. Some valiant men from Fabef>-Gilead carry away the bodies, and bury them near their 
city. A young man, an Amalekite, brings the news to David of the deaths of Saul and bis fons, 
and that he bimfelf bad flein Saul; upon which David, after rebuking him for having deftroyed 
the Lord's anointed, orders him to be put to death. David's lamentation for the lofs of Saul 


and Fonathan. 


URING the time of lamentation for the 
death of Samuel, David removed from 
Engedi, and retired farther into the wildernefs 
of Paran, not far from Maon, where he had 
once before taken up his refidence. 

In the neighbourhood of this place lived a 
perfon named Nabal, a very wealthy man, but 
naturally of a rude, fullen, and morofe difpo- 
pofition. While David abode in this part of 
the country before, he had taken great care to 
reftrain his men from doing any injury to Na- 
bal’s flocks, and it being now the time of fheep- 
fhearing (which was always a feafon of great 
feftiviry and merriment) he fent meffengers to 
him, requefting that, in confideration of the 
many civilities he had fhewn him, he would be 
pleafed to fend him fome provifions, for the fup- 
port of himfelf and men. 

Nabal received the meffengers in 2 very. ab- 
Tupt manner, and, with fome opprobrious reflec- 
tions on David himfelf, fent them away empty ; 
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which treatment fo exafperated David, that, in 
the heatof his refentment, he vowed he would 
deftroy all Nabal’s family before the next morn 
ing. 

But David was prevented from executing his 
rafh defign by means of Abigail, Nabal’s wife, 
who was a very beautiful woman, and in temper 
quite the reverfe of her hufband. It happened 
that one of Nabal’s fervants having overheard 
in what a rough manner his matter had difmiffed 
David’s fervants, immediately went.to his mif- 
trefs, told her all that had paffed, and advifed 
her to find out fome expedient to fecure themi 
againft the refentment of David, which mutt 
confequently be very great from fuch treatment; 
more efpecially as it had been often in his power 
to hurt them, but, on the contrary, he had always 
been their guardian and protector. 

Abigail, who knew her hufband’s temper too 
well, thought it would be to no purpofe to con- 
fule him; and therefore, of her own accord, 

Sf took 
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took this expedient to divert David from execu- 
ting his rafh defign. She ordered her fervants 
to pack up: two hundred loaves of bread, two 
botrles of wine f, five fheep ready dreffed, five 
meafures of parched corn, an hundred clufters 
of raifins, and two hundred cakes of figs. With 
thefe articles placed on affes Abigail haftened to 
meet David, who was marching with all fpeed, 
accompanied by four hundred of his men (the 
number being now increafed to fix hundred, two 
of which he left behind to take care of the bag. 
gage) to put in execution his defign againft 
Nabal and his family. 

As Abigail was defcending one hill, fhe faw 
David coming down another oppofite, fo that 
they both met in the valley between. As foon 
as Abigail approached David, fhe alighted from 
her afs, and throwing herfelf proftrate on the 
ground, befought him to pafs over the words of 
her hufband, he being a man whofe name was 
too well adapted to his nature §, She then told 
him fhe faw not the meffengers that came,begged 
pardon for what had happened, and defired Da- 
vid to give God thanks for having fent her as 
the inftrument to keep his hands from being 
ftained with innocent blood. She then earneftly 
requefted him to accept the prefents fhe had 
brought |], and to forgive the’ high indignity 


offered him by her hufband. 

The feeling manner in which Abigail ad- 
dreffed herfelf to David fo wrought upon him 
that his indignation inftantly fubfided *, and he 
{poke to her as follows: Bleffed, faid he, be the 
Lord God of Ifrael, which fent thee this day to 
meet me: «ind bleffed be thy advice, and leffed be 
thou which haft kept me ibis dav from coming to 
fhed blood, and from avenging my(lf with miite 
own baud. Vlaving faid tais, David accepted the 
prefents brought him by Abigail; after which 
they parted with mutual fatisfaction: he, for 
having by her means been prevented from thed- 
ding innocent blood, and fhe, for having thus 
happily fucceeded in her emba(ly. 

When Abigail arrived at her home fhe found 





Yt de will at firft view appear obvious that what is called 
two dorsies of wine could bear no proportion to the other 
parts of the prefent, nor anfwer the exigencies of David’s 
army, if they be underitood of fuch bottles as are now com- 
monly in ufe with us: But, in thefe Eaftcrn countries, they 
ufed to carry and keep their wine and water in leathern ve( 
fels made on purpofe to hold liquids, which veflels they called 
Such were the bottles brought by the Gibeonites to 
Jothua’s camp, which they faid were worn out and torn in 
their pretence long journey. See Jofh. ix. 13. And of 
fuch as thofe it is not unlikely Our Saviour fpeaks, Matth. 
ix. 17. where, in the marginal note of our old Bible, desrles 
are explained by bags of leather, wherein wine was carried 
on alles or camels, And that two fuch vefle's as thefe night 
hold a quantity of wine proportionable to the rett of the pre- 
fent which Abigail tock with her, is not to be difputed. 

§ The word Nabal, in the Hebrew language, fignifies a 
fool or madman. 

{| The words Jofephus puts into the mouth of Abigail, on 
this occafion, are to the following effect: <* Be pleafed, 
<* Sir, I befeech you, to accept of the good-will of your 
«* poor fervant in thefe fmall prefents, and, upon my hum- 
** ble requeit, to pafs over the offence of my hufband, who 
‘© has fo jullly incurred your difpleafure ; for there is nothing 
fo well becoming the character of a perfon, whom Provi- 
dence defigns for a trown, as clemency and compailion.” 
* The fineit {pirits are fooneft kindled into a fame; and 
to fee them quickly cooled and calmed again upon the firit 
thew of fubmiffion, by the firit gleam of conviction, and ra- 
ging wrath changed in one initantinto flowing humanity and ! 


bottles. 


a6 


THE HOLY BIBLE. 


' Boox a. 
her hufband rioting and drinking, with a number 
of companions he had invited to an entertain+ 
ment, and on this account fhe deferred telting 
him what had paffed till the next morning, 
Accordingly when he was fober fhe related to 
him the whole particulars, upon which, unders 
ftanding the danger his ill-trearment of David’s 
meffengers had expofed him, he was fo terrified 
at the thoughts of it, that his heart died within ¢ 
him, (that is, he became quite ftupid). and in 
this ftate he continued for.ten days, at: the expi-~ 
ration of which, he gave up the ghott. 
When David heard of Nabal’s death he was 
greatly rejoiced, and thanked God, not only for 
having been pleafed to inflict fuch a punifhment 
on him, but likewife, by his Divine interpolirion, 
for having, in the perfon of Abigail, reftrained 
himfelf from fhedding innocent blood. After 
a proper time had intervened, David, recol« 
lecting the beauties of Abigail’s perfon, and her 
excellent conduét when fhe came to divert his 
refentment, fent fome of his fervants to inform 
her, that he was defirous of taking her to wife. 
Abigail, to fhew how much fhe thought herfelf 
honoured by this meffage, bowed herifelf, and 
faid, Bebold, let thine bhandmaid be a f:rvant to 
wafh the feet of the fervants of my lord. She 
then dreffed herfelf in her beft attire, and went 
with the meffengers to David, who received her 
with great courtefy, and immediately made her 
his wife. Soon after this he married another 
woman, named Ahionam, a Jezreelice. His firft 
wife Michal had been long from him, her father 
having given her to one, Phalti, the fon of Laith, 
of Gallim. 

Some time after this the Zephites (who were 
profeffed enemies to David) gave information to 
Saul of the place where he and his men were 
concealed ; in confequence of which (notwith- 
‘ftanding the folemn promifes Saul had made not 
to do any thing in future to the injury of David) 
he took 3000 men, and marching with all expe- 
dition againft him, pitched his tents on the 
mountain of Hachilah. 


David, 





benignity, is the fureft tet of generofity and true magaani- 
mity. David, convinced by Abigail’s prudence of the rath- 
nefs of his refolution, blefles the Lord God of Ifrael for fend- 
ing her, bleffes her advice, and bleffes her, who kept him 
from fhedding blood, and avenging himfelf. _ Cam there be 
a finer picture of a generous’ mind, of a moderate and hd- 
mane temper? A celebrated writer obferves very juftly on 
this head, that David’s refolution againit Nabal was the re- 
folution of a mortal, not to fay a military man, too much 
injured and provoked, and urged by neceffity and felf-prefer- 
vation. The change, and. the thankigiving, upon being 
averced from evil, were the fentiments of a hero ard a faint. 

+ Itis reafonable to fuppofe that the natural bafeneis of 
Nabal’s héart made him think David would not forgive him: ; 
and therefore, upon Abigail’s reprefenting the cafe to him, 
which, nodoubt, fhe did, in lively colours, his terror be- 
came isremediable. This extremity of terror we commonly 
exprefs by the term peas which is thus finely and 
feelingly deferibed by Ovid : 






So was I ftunn’d, as one that’s thunderftruck, 
Who lives, but lives unconfcious of his life. 


We have ‘many accounts of men dying through fear ¢f 
death : but as nothing that we call accidents of natural 
caufes, excludes the interpofition of Providence in aay event, 
therefore the Scripture phrafe is highly to be admired, whicn 
imputes Nabal's death to a ftroke from God. And rhe Lord 
JSnote Nabal that he died. Sam, xxvs 3S, : : 
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David, having received intelligence where 
Saul’s army lay encamped, went fisft privately 
to reconnoitre it himfelf. On the evening of 
the fame day he went again, taking with him 
his coufin Abifhai. On_ their arrival at the 
camp they found Saul in his tent, with his gene- 
ral Abner, and the guards about him, all faft a 
fleep. Abifhai, feeing the king, in this fitua- 
tion, and his fpear by. him, would willingly have 
taken advantage of it by difpatching him; but 
David reftrained his hands, telling him, he was 
God’s king, and therefore only accountable to 
him for his mifdeeds. But that he might be af- 
terwards convinced how much he had been again 
in his power, David faid he would take with 
him his fpear, as alfo the crufe of water, from 
his bed-fide t. Having done this they imme- 
diately left the camp, and when David had got 
at fuch a diftance as to be diftin@tly heard, he 
called aloud to Abner, Saul’s general, whom he 
rebuked for his inattention to the king in words 
to this effect §: ‘ As the Lord liveth, faid he, 
“© you deferve to die for thus neglecting the 
«© Lord’s anointed. See here the king’s fpear, 
«€ and the crufe of water that was at his bolfter!” 

Saul, hearing the voice of David, came out 
of his tent, and called him by his name; upon 
which David expoftulated with him much in 
the fame manner as he did after his efcape from 
the cave, adding this reproach, that by driving 
him from the inheritance of the Lord, in forcing 
him to go and converfe with the uncircumcifed 
for fhelter, he did, in effect, force him to ferve 
other gods. Saul, knowing the great danger 
he had been in, and that his life was in the hands 
of the very perfon he meant to deftroy, was fo 
fenfible of the goodnefs of David, that he gave 
him the moft hearty thanks for his life. - He ac- 
cufed himfelf of cruelty, applauded David’s ge- 
nerofity, confeffed his own guilt, and promifed, 
for the future, never to make any farther at- 
tempts on his life. 

When Saul had done fpeaking David defired 
him to fend fome perfon for. his fpear and the 


pitcher.of water; after which he called upon: 


God to judge between them, and to bear him 





t This was a bold and hazardous undertaking, and would» 


have been certain death to David, had he been difcovered. 
But David was bold and intrepid; and his and Abifhai’s gal- 
lantry in this affair, deferves certainly to be no lefs celebrated 
than thae of Ulyffes and Diomed, when they went as {pies 
tothe Trojan camp. But there is more in David to be com- 
mended than his gallantry. Whocan help pomling bis mag- 
nanimity and piety? What man, but David, with a crown 
fo near in view, would have refifted the fair and inviting 
temptation? David rejeéts ic with abhorrence, from the 
Frinciples of religion and duty. Glorious moderation and 
fortitude of mind! Was ever refolution more generous and 
loyal? One ftroke would have fixed his enemy dead on the 
fpot, put an end to his fears, and mounted him to a throne: 
and yet, he ftarts back at the propofal of it: the profpe& of 


athrone will not tempt him toa bafe, difloyal and cruel 
action. ; 


§ The fpeech which David makes to Abner, according to: 


Jofephus, is to this effect : 


ae 


‘* Are not you a fit man to be 
a prince’s favourite, a general of his army, to take upon 
** you the guard of his royal perfon, and ander all thefe ho- 


** nourable obligations, to lie dozing and ftretching your-- 


““ felf at your eafe, when your maiter’s life is in danger? 
“* Can you tell me what is become of the king’s launce, and 
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| witnefs, that when he took them from Saul’s 


bed-fide, he could with as much eafe have de- 
Prived him of his exiftence. Thus did a recon- 
ciliation once more feem to take place between 
Saul-and David, the former of whom immedi- 
ately returned home with his army. 

David, knowing the inftability of Saul’s tem- 
per, and how morally impoffible it was for him 
to live in fafety while he continued in his domi- 
nions, determined to go over to the Philiftines, 
thinking that when Saul heard he was not 
among his own people, he would forbear any. 
farther purfuit after him. Accordingly, having 
obtained a fafe condué: from Achifh, king of 
Gath, he went over with his family, and the fix 
hundred men, to Gath, where he continued fome 
time, during which he was treated by the king 
with the greateft refpeét. Not liking his firua- 
tion, and growing more and more in favour with 
Achifh, he afked him to make him a prefent 
of the town of Ziglag jj for his refidence which 
the king granted not only to him but alfo to 
his heirs. 

Soon after David was fettled at Ziglag feveral 
of Saul’s beft officers and foldiers came over to 
him ;. fome.of. whom were of the tribe of Gad, 
but moft of them of the tribe of Benjamin *. 
David at firft had fome fufpicion of them, but 
at length, having. made trial of their fidelity, he 
received them into his fervice, and gave them 
commands jn his army. 

Strengthened with the addition of thefe men, 
David, during his ftay atZiglag, made feveral ex- 
curfions againft the Amalekites, the Gefhurites 
and the Gezrites, from whom he took very 
confiderable booties. He was particularly cau- 
tious in deftroying the inhabitants of all the 
places he conquered, left Achifh fhould receive 
information from whence he had obtained the 
plunder. He made great prefents to the king, 
who afked him from whence he had obtained 
them ; ‘to which David replied, from the fouth- 
erly parts of Judah. This gave great fatisfaction 
to Achifh,. who imagined, that whilft David 
abode in his territories, and continued to com- 
rait hoftilities (as he thought) againft his own 
“ nation, 





‘¢ the pitcher of water, that were this night taken by the 
‘* enemy out of his tent. and from his very bed-fide, and 
“© you, in the mean time, all fnoring about him, without 
«* knowing any thing of the matter? Whether this was 
‘© neglett or treachery, it is the fame things; and yon cer- 
‘© tainly deferve to lofe your head for it.” 

i} Ziglag was fituated in the extreme parts of the tribe of 
ee to the fouth, not far from Hormar, where the Ifrae- 
ités met with a defeat while they fojourned in the wilder- 
nefs. In the divifion of the land of Canaan it was firlt 
given to the tribe of Judah, Jofh. xv. 31. and afterwards 
to the tribe of Simeon. Jofh. xix. 5. Burt the Philiitines 
feem all along co have kept poffeffion, fo that it never came 
into the hands of either tribe, till, by the gift of Achith, 
it became the peculiar #aheritance of David and his fuccef- 
fors. Why David defired of Achith the liberty to retire to 
this place was, to avoid the envy which the namber of his 
attendants might poflibly occafion ; to fecure his people from 


| the infection of idolatry ; to enjoy the free exercife of his 


own religion ; and to gain the opportunity of engaging in 
fomething againtt the enemies of God, without the know- 
ledge or-obfervation of the Phililtines. 

* The names of thofe that came over to David at Ziglag 


| are regiftered in i Chron. chap. xii, 
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nation, he would become his moft trufty and 
faithful fervant +. 9 

A lucky circumftance now occurred which 
prevented Achith from difcovering (as he other- 
wife might have done) that the depredations, 
committed by David, and the booty obtained, 


was on, and from, his enemies, inftead (as 
Achifh thought) of his friends. The Philiftines 


refolved on leading an army againft the Ifra-- 
elites, for which purpofe they difpatched mef-: 
fengers to all their allies and auxiliaries, or-- 


dering them to prepare themfelves for battle, 


and to affemble forthwith at Shunem, the place- 


defigned for the general meeting of the army. 
In confequence of this refolution,.Achifh ac- 
quainted David with his intentions of taking 
him and his men with him, to give their af- 
fiftance in oppofing the Hraelites. David was 
forced to comply, though no doubt it was con- 
trary to his inclinations to think of fighting 
againft his own people. It would, however, 
certainly have been highly difhonourable and 
ungrateful to have refufed the requeft of-Achifh, 
after having been treated by him in fo friendly 
and courteous a manner. David, therefore, 
joined the army of the Philiftines, who, agree- 
able to the orders given, marched and encamped 
at Shunem. ; 

Saul, having received intelligence that the 
Philiftines were advanced as far as Shunem, and 
had encamped on the plains there, marched 
with his army againft them, and pitched his 
tents near the mountains ‘ef Gilboa, directly 
oppofite the camp of the enemy. Having here 
a full view of the army of the Philiftines, and 
finding them much more numerous, and in bet- 
ter condition than his own, Saul began to def- 
pair of fuccefs; but his fpirits quite mifgave 
him, when he found, on afking the Lord in 
what manner he fhould at, that it did not pleafe 
him to give him any anfwer. 

Some time before this Saul had banifhed all 
diviners, and fuch as dealt with familiar fpirits, 
out of the principal cities of his dominions ; 
but being now in the utmoft perplexity he was 
refolved to confult fome perfon of that pro- 
feffion, in order to know what would be the iffve 
of the war. At a place called Endor, about 
three leagues from Mount Gilboa, he was told 





+ The condu& of David in thefe particulars, has been 
condemned hy minute critics, as a piece of ingratitude, and 
a breach of the principles of hofpitatity : but as the charge 
is founded upon a fuppofition that the nations invaded were 
Philiftines, and the confederates of Achith, it will be found 
to be groundlefs if we attend to what follows, It afterwards 
appeared that thefe clans were not confederates with Achith, 
but in a ftate of hoftility with him; particularly the Amale- 
kites, whom we find foon after making great depredations 
upon the Philifline territories; 1 Sam. chap. xxx. 16. and 


that therefore David did not a& ingthe leait difionourably 


by him, butin reality for his fervice, in the attack he made 
onthem, Befides that, the Amalekites were many ages be- 
fore doomed to deftruction; and the Gefhurites and Gezrites, 
the old inhabitants of the land, and the Canaanites, as ap- 
pears irom Joth. xii. 5. xvi. 3. were commanded to be ex- 
tirpated by God himfelf, for {uch reaions as render fuch a 
command worthy his character. It is farther to be remarsxed, 
that as thofe people were on the fouth of judah, they made 
frequent incursions inte the land, and were the avowed ene- 
muesof the Flevrews, "This is certain, at leaft, of the Ama- 
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there lived a witch, or forcerefs ; upon which, 
difguifing himfelf and taking but two fervants 
with him to avoid fufpicion, he went to the 
woman by night, and defired her fkill in calling 
up the ghoft of fuch a perion.as he fhould name. 
The woman at firft refufed, telling him (in con- 
fequence of the prohibition againft practifing 
the art of necromancy) that if it was known fhe 
fhould be infallibly ruined. But Saul affuring 
her, with the moft ferious imprecations, that no 
mortal fhould ever know a {yllable that. paffed 
between them, fhe at length confented, afking 
him, Whom fhe fhould raife up? He defired 
her to raife up the ghoft of Samuel; upon 
which, after ufing her accuftomed incantations, 
a phantom immediately appeared. From this 
fpectre the woman learnt that it was Saul who 
had employed her; and Saul, when he faw it, 


| was fo ftruck with amazement, knowing it to 


be the figure of Samucl, that he bowed his 
faceto the ground. The apparition {poke firft, 
and demanded of Saul the reafon why he had 
raifed him from the dead? Saul told him that 
the Philiftines, with a powerful army, had inva- 


| ded his territories, and that in his diftrefs God 


had forfaken him, and would give no anfwer 
whatever way he confulted him ¢. The fpirit 
anfwered, that, for his difobedience, in not de- 
ftroying the Amalekites, God had taken away 
the kingdom from his family, and given it to 
David; and that, as to the fate of the war, the 
Philiftines, the next day, fhould rout his army, 
and he and his fons fall in the battle. 

Saul was fo affected at this information, that 
his fpirits left him, he fainted, and fell on the 
ground. He was, indeed, at this time, exceed- 
ing weak in body, not having taken any refrefh- 
ment for a confiderable time. When he had a 
little recovered himfelf the woman entreated hin 
to take fome kind of fuftenance, telling him, at 
the fame time, that fhe defired no other reward 
for the danger to which fhe had expofed her- 
felf, than the opportunity of enabling him to 
return to his army. After many importunities, 
Saul was at length prevailed on to accept the 
woman’s offer; upon which fhe immediately 
killed a young calf, and having properly pre- 
pared a part of it, fet it before Saul and his at- 


} attendants, who, after eating thereof, took leave 


of 





. 


lekites, of whom frequent mention is made in the books of 
the Old Teftament, as engaged in many expeditions to plun- 
der the country, and deftroy the inhabitants. David there- 
fore had a right to cut off thofe nations ; as deferving the 
charaéter of a man after Gad’s own heart, he was called up~ 
on to doit, and in doing it he ferved his country, without 
injuring his protector and friend. 

t The facred hiftorian has reckoned up three feveral ways 
of enquiring of God, viz. by Dreams, by Urim, aad by 
Prophets.; and it may not be amifs to obferve, that the Gen- 
tiles had the like kind of methods in confulting their gods, 
as.appears from what AchiHes fays in the council of the 
Greeks when met together to confider of the plague fent 
among them by Apollo: a 


But let fome prophet, or fome facred fage, 

Explore the caufe of great Apollo’s rage ; 

Or learn the waiteful vengeance to remove 

By myftic dreams, for dreams defcend from Jove. 
Pors 
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‘of the woman, and returned that night to the 
camp §. ae dace de 

The next morning the two armies fhifted their 
encamptnents, the Philiftines removing to A- 
phek, and the Ifraelites to Jezreel. Some of 
the Philiftine princes obferving there were many 
Hebrews with Achifh, king of Gath, afked him 
who they were, from whence they came, and 
who brought them thither? Achifh told them 
the young mar. (pointing to David) who com- 
manded them was one of Saul’s fervants, but 
that having, on fome occafion or other, incurred 
his difpleafure, he was obliged to have recourfe 
to flight: that he had been, for fome time, with 
him, during which he had behaved himfelf in 
fuch a manner, as fully convinced him that he 
was a man of the ftricteft integrity. 

When the Philiftines knew who David was, 
they ftrongly objected againft accepting his 
affiftance, faying, it was certainly dangerous 
to place the leaft confidence in a perfon whom 
they knew belonged to their profeffed ene- 
mies. They therefore infifted that he fhould 
be difmiffed, upon which Achifh, calling Da- 
vid afide, told him the defire of the people, 
at the fame time giving him high commen- 
dations for his conduct: Szare/y, faid he, as 
the Lord liveth, thou haft been upright, and 
thy going out, and thy coming in with me in the 
hoft is good in my fight: for I have not found 
evil in thee fince the day of thy coming unto me 
unto this day : neverthelefs, the lords favour thee 
not. Wherefore, now return, and go in peace, that 
thou difpleafe not the lords of the Ptiliftines. 
Thefe orders were far from being difagreeable 





§ Jofephus, in defcribing the interview between Saul and 
the witch of Endor, has given fome commendations to each 
for their conduct. With refpect to the woman, he fays, ‘ It 
*€ is but julice due to this poor woman that we fhould here 
** take fome notice of her diflinguifhed liberality towards 
‘© Saul. She had been greatly injured by the king, in be- 
** ing reftrained from the praétice of that art whereby fhe 
** comfortably maintained herfelf and family. He came to 
** her asa mere ftranger, and requefted her advice by methods 
‘* himfelf had prohibited ; when, notwithitanding the dan- 
‘© ger fhe was in, fhe complied with his requeit. She like- 
‘* wife treated him in the moft hofpitable manner her cir- 
cumftances would permit, and al! this without the leait 
‘* expectation of any future reward, for fhe knew that Saul 
‘* was on the point of Jofing both his kingdom and life. 
** Such generous conduét finely difplays to us the honour and 
humanity of relieving the diftrefted ; and we may he af- 
“© fared that a fincere and unaffected charity is a virtue, of 
* all others, the moit acceptable in the fight of God. 

‘* Some encomiums are likewife due to Saul on this occa- 
fion. He was certain he fhould die in the combat, having 
been told fo by the prophet; notwithftanding which he 
was determined to fubmit to his fate, and not endeavour 
to fave himfelf at the expence of his people. He etteemed 
it a glory to die fighting for the defence of his govern- 
ment, and rather to have his fons, and his whole family, 
fhare with him in the confi, than be left at the difpofal 
of the perfon who fhould fucceed him. Such conduct 
dignifies the man and the prince, and ought to be an ex- 
ample to all elevated charaéters, The man who hazards 
his Jife in the common courfe of war aéts between hope 
and fear, and, by favourable circumftances, may efcape ; 
but the great foul is placed in him, who, when he knows 
he muft unavoidably periih, boldly mects his deitruétion, 
and encounters his fate, without the lealt hope of being 
able to avoid it. This charaéter is jultly due to Saul, and 
his conduét fhould be an example to all future princes, in 
whom either a mediocrity of courage or virtue is a kind 
of reproach,’ 

It See 1 Chron, chap. xii. 
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to David, who immediately Icft the camp, and 
departed, with his men, for Ziglag. 

David, inthe courfe of his march, was joined 
by feveral confiderable people belonging to the 
tribe of Manaifeh]}. This, indeed, was a fa- 
vourable circumftance, for, when he arrived at 
Ziglag he tound the Amalekites* had, during 
his abfence, pillaged and burnt the place, car- 
ried away his two wives, and all the inhabitants. 
What added to this misfortune was, the foldiers 
accufed him of being the occafion of it, and 
even went fo far as to threaten to ftone hiin. 

In confequence of this difafter, David defired 
Abiathar the prieft to bring him the ephod, 
which being done, he confulted che Lord, whe- 
ther or not it was proper for him to purfue the 
Amalekites. He was an{wered in the affirmative, 
and farther told, that he fhould /urely overtake 
them, and witheut fail recover all, Encouraged 
by this intelligence David, leaving two hundred 
of his men to take care of the baggage, imme- 
diately marched with the reft in purfuit of the 
enemy. Having gained intelligence which way 
they took he foon came up with them, and 
found them {fo intoxicated in confequence of the 
fpoil they had taken, as to be almoft fenfelefs, 
and confequently not apprehenfive of any danger, 
David took advantage of this favourable op- 
portunity, and immediately falling on them, put 
the greater part to the {word, only four hundred, 
who were mounted on camels, faving themfelves 
by flight t+. He then gathered together the 
people whom they had made captives, and, with 
the fpoils which they had not only taken from 
him, but likewife from others} in their ex- 

pedition, 





* Thefe Amalekites appear to have been clans of ftraggling 
free-booters, who rambled from place to place, and, like the 
Arabians, were common encmies to mankind, It may feem 
ftrange that David, having killed all he could meet with 
in one of his excurfions againit them whilit at Ziglag, they 
fhould net have ferved his people in the fame manner. But, 
though they fought revenge, yet they gave the preference to 
booty. Being a poor and covetous people, they fpared not 
the men and women from compaffion, but avarice, becaufe 
they wanted flaves either for their own ufc, or to fell to 
others. The gracious interpofition of Providence is very 
confpicuous in this event; for, doubtlef;, it is moft extra . 
ordinary that the captives fhould have been thus {pared, to 
be recovered afterwards fafe and unhurt out of the hands of 
a people fo abandoned and execrable as the Amalckites. 

+ The number of Amalckites that fled were equal to all 
David’s forces ; and out of felf-prefervation he was oblized 
to putas many of them to the fword as he could, to prevent 
being furrounded and detiroyed by fo fuperior anumber. A 
partial victory, inttead of being any fervice to him, would 
have rather turned out to his difadvantage; becaufe the ftrag- 
ling parties might have united, and watched an opportunity 
of retrieving their defeat by a fecond attack. Befides, it 
was not unknown to David, nor canit be unknown to every 
attentive render, that the Amalekites were fuch inveterate 
enemies to the Ifraelites, and fo reitlefs at the fame time, 
that they would have lolt no opportunity of wiping off their 
difgrace, or endangering the very being of the Ifiaelitifh 
nation. Itis to be obferved, laitly, that David, in this cafe, 
not only acted with great prudence, in puifuing his vidory, 
and endeavouring to extirpate the Amalekites, butalfo mz- 
nifefled his duty to God, who had condemned them to be 
utterly cut off, 

t David and his men, to crown their fuccefs, not only 
recovercd their wives and children, and every thing they haa 
loit, but all the plunder which the enemy had taken elfi- 
where. ‘They obtained prodigious flocks and herds of cat- 
tle, which they feparated from their own, and, in honour of 
their leader, dillinguifhed by the name of Dawid’s /poil; and 
of this fpoil, when David returned to Zighag, he fent pre- 

yu lentes, 
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pedition, returned in triumph to Ziglag: 

The iffue of this battle occafioned a difpute 
between the foldiers who was left as guards over 
the baggage, and thofe who attended David, the 
latter not agreeing to allow any part of the booty 
to the former, except their wives and children. 
After fome altercation the difpute was fettled by 
David, who told them the victory was God’s, 
and being a bleffing on the common caufe, it 
was but reafonable that the whole body fhould 
partake of the benefit, for that thofe who guarded 
the camp and baggage did equally their duty, 
and were in as great a degree ferviceable, as 
thofe who attended in the field. From this cir- 
cumftance David eftablifhed it as a law (which 
was ever after kept in force) that whatever plun-~ 
der fhould be obtained in war, an cqual divifion 
fhould be made, as well among thole who were 
ordered to guard the camp, as thofe who were 
prefent in the battle. 

During thefe tranfactions a defperate engage- 
ment took place between the Philiftines and the 
Ifraelites. The former were fo powerful that 
the latter were obliged to give way, and they 
maintained a running fight cll they came to 
Mount Gilboa, where, taking advantage of the 
ground, they attempted again to rally, but with 
as little fuccefs as before. Saul and his fons did 
all that was poMible for brave men to do; but 
the Philiftines aiming principally at them, in a 
fhort time overpowered them, fo that Jonathan, 
with two of his brothers, Abinadab and Malchi- 
fhua, were killed on the fpot, and the whole army 
thrown into the greateft confufion. : 

Saul defended himfelf, for a time, with the 
moft unparrelled refolution ; but the fmall party 
that remained with him being at length entirely 
broken, and the enemies archers preffing hard, 
he found himfelf fo weakened from the wounds 
he had received, and the lofs of blood, that, to 
prevent falling into the hands of the Philiftines, 
and being infulted by them, he begged his ar- 
mour-bearer to difpatch him. The man refuled 
to do the office, upon which Saul, fixing the 
point of his fword to his breaft, and leaning on 
it with all his force, it pierced through hin, he 
fell on the ground, and inftantly gave up the 
ghoft §. 

When the armour-bearer faw his matter dead, 
he defperately followed his example, and, in the 
fame manner, put a period to his exiftence. 
‘There was not a fingle man of the king’s guards 
that efcaped the fury of the Philiftines, all, with- 
out diftinGtion, being put to the fword. 

No fooner did the Hebrews who refided in 
the valley, as well as thofe in the plains on the 
other fide of Jordan, hear of the deaths of Saul 
and his fons, with the deflruction of his army, 
than they immediately withdrew themielves to 
-fattneffes and ftrong holds ; while the Philiftines 





fents to all his friends who had proteéted and entertained 
him in his exile whether in Judea or cut of it. From the 
«whole account of this matter, according to what follows in 
the text, it appears, that David had, during his exile, fo- 
journeyed in many places, whither the facied hiftotian did 
not think fit to trace him ; and thofe places were principally 
in the tribe of Judah. Dayid’s condudt in making thefe 
prefents is certainly a very high proof of the honeit and over- 
dlowing gratitude of his heart for favours reecived,. 
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quictly made themfelves mafters of the places 
they had quitted. 

Early the next morning the Philiftines went 
into the field of battle to take a view of the 
general carnage, when finding the bodies of Saul 
and his fons among the fain, they ftripped them 
of their armour, cut off their heads, and fent 
meffengers to the moft principal places, to in-~ 
form the people of the victory they had obtained 
over the Ifraclites. They fent Saul’s armour ta 
the temple of their idol Afhtaroth, and, as the 
laft indignity they could offer, hung the bodies 
of him and his fons on the walls of Bethfhan, a 
city belonging to the tribe of Manaffeh. 

This barbarous outrage, committed on the 
bodies of Saul and his fons, coming to the ears 
of the people of Jabefh-Gilead (who retained a 
grateful fenfe cof the fervices Saul had done 
them in refcuing them our of the hands of the 
cruel king Nahafh) fomé of the moft daring and 
enterprizing among them made up a party, and 
going to Bethfhan took down their bodies and 
brought them to Jabefh, where they firft burner 
their flefh, and afterwards honourably interred 
their bones and afhes near the city. The people, 
on this occafion, fafted for feven days, during 
which they continued to exprefs their grief by 
the molt dittinguifhed lamentations. 

Such was the end of Saul, according to 
the prophecy of Samuel, for having difobeyed 
the comrnands of God in not deftroying the race 
of the Amalekites, and for putting Ahimelech, 
together with all his priefts, to the fword. He 
ruled forty years, eighteen of which were during 
the life of Samucl, and twenty-two alter his 
deceafe. 

It appears from circumftances that the battle 
fought between the army of the Philiflines, and 
that of the Ifraelites, happened on the fame day 
that David returned to Ziglag, after defeating 
the Amalekites. Be that as it may, however, 
David did not hear of it till the morning of the 
third day after his arrival at Ziglag, when a 
young man, an Amalekite, came thither, with 
his cloathes rent, and afhes on his head, and 
threw himfelf proftrate on the ground before 
David. Being afked from whence he came, and 
why he appeared fo mournful, he replied in 
words to thiscfie& : That he was an Amalekite. 
and came to inform him of the event of the 
battle between the Hebrews and the Philiitines. 
That the king and his fons were flain, and the 
greateft part of the army fhared the fame fate. 
Hle farther told David, that what he faid mighr 
be depended on, for that he was a fpe€ator of 
the whole feene. That he ftood by Saul when 
he attempted to ftab himfelf, but not having 
ftreneth enough, from the many wounds he had 
received, to force the point of the fword through 
his body after he had for fome time leant upon 

it, 





§ Thus was the predi€tion of Samuel ftrily fulfilled. 
But who can avoid diopping a tear over the faithful, the ami- 
able Jonathan. ‘Phere are few charatters among m¢n more 
lovely or more extraordinary. He was poffeffed of fuititude, 
fidelity and magnanimity, He had a foul fufcegtible of th: 
moft refined friendfhip, and fuperior to all the temptatiocs 
of ambition and vanity: and all thefe good qualitics were 
crowned with the mott refigned fubmiffion to the will of 
God. 
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j begged him to finifh what himfelf was un- 
ree erotms and that he readily obeyed the 
royal command, To confirm what he had faid, 
he produced the golden bracelets and crown of 
Saul, and told David he took them away after 
he was dead, with no other defign than to make 
a prefent of them to hin ]. i 

David, belicving what the young Amalekite 
had faid was true relative to the _death of 
Saul and his fons, with the deftruction of the 
army of the Ifraelites, rent his clothes, and, 
with his people, fpent the svhole day in fafting 
and lamentation. He was particularly afflicted 
for the lofs of Jonathan, who had more than 
once been the preferver of his life. And fuch 
refpect did he {till fhew to the memory of Saul, 
notwithftanding the repeated attempts he had 
inade to take away his life, that, inftead of re- 
warding the young Amaickite for the prefents 
he brought, he ordered him to be put te death, 
not only as an enemy, but a profefied regicide *. 

David was fo afflicted at the death of Saul and 
Jonathan, that he compofed, an ode, or elegy, 
on the melancholy occafion. This elegy has 
ever been admired as a picture of diftrefs the 
moft tender and the molt itriking; uncqually 
divided, by grief, into longer and fhorter breaks, 
as nature could pour them forth from a mind 
much interrupted, and filled with the moft lively 
images of love and greatnefs. The whole of 
this elegy is contained in the firft chapter of the 
Second Book of Samuel; and may be thus pa- 
raphraled : 


Thy Glory, Ifrael! and thy beauty mourn ! 

*Tis vanifh’d, never, never to return. 

Ah! who in feeble mortal’s ftrength wou’d 

truft? 
Whole glory is fo near ally’d to duft ! 
O tell it not in Gath’s triumphant gate, 

Nor in the ftreets of Afcalon relate ; 

Left the proud daughters of a race profane, 

In feftive fongs infult our heroes fain. 

O fatal Gilboa, where my friend was flain; 

No dew on thee defcend, or kindly rain : 

No corn or wine thy fatal furface yield, 

For there was loft the warrior’s mighty fhield; 

The fhield of Saul was loft; his facred head, 

(Tho’ the blefs’d oil around his temples fhed) 

Prophan’d and mingled with the vulgar dead! 

|| From the account we have of Sanl’s death, viz. that he 
Fill upon bis own fword, and expired (1 Sam. xxxi. 4.) it 
appears evident that the whole ftory of this Amalekite was a 
fiction of his own inventing, on purpofs to ingratiate him- 
{elf with David, the prefumptive facceffor to the throne of 
Ifrael. But then it may be afked how he came by Saul’s 
crown and bracelet? It is incongruous to think he would 
wear them in the time of the ation, fince that would have 
expofed him to the archers of the Phililtines.. In anfwer to 
this it may be faid, that they were carried to the battle by 
fome of his fervants, poe for him to have put on, in 
cafe he had obtained the vitory, and returned in triumph ; 
but the Ifraelites being defeated, and Saul himfelf flain, they 
fell, by fome accident, into the hands of this Amalekite: 

* This felf-convidted wretch intended to make a merit of 


his falfhood: but he knew not David 3 he knew not that a 
crown would be unwelcome to Lim, at the price of treafon; 
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Thy bow, my friend, was feldom drawn in 
vain, 

Thy arrows drank the blood of thoufands 
flain. 


What armies fell by Saul's vi€torious fword, 

Too faithful now to its defpairing lord! 

Princely his ftature, charming was his air ; 

With him alone could Jonathan compare : 

Lovely in life, in death too near ally’d, 

Not death itfelf their friendfhip cou’d divide: 

Swifter than eagles cut their airy way, 

Stronger than lions when they feize their prey. 

Mourn all ye loves ! Ye tender virgins mourn! 

Your flow’ry wreaths to Cyprefs garlands 
turn: 

Mourn your lov’d monarch’s lamentable 
fate, = 

On whom fo oft your charming choir did 
wait, 

Ashe from fight return’d in kingly ftate : 

For you he conquer’d; you did with him 
fhare 

The wealth of peace, and glorious fpoils ef 
war: 

Lay by your purple robes from Sidon’s fhore, 

And wear your {plendid coronets no more ; 

For Saul, who gave them, generous Saul is 
loft, 

And filent thades receive his mighty ghott. 

How are the mighty fall’n ! their ftrength 

is vain! 

O Jonathan ! thou wert in battle fain ! 

Stretch’d on cold earth, thy lifelefs limbs as 
cold, 

Nor thofe dear eyes muft I again behold. 

O Jonathan! how fhall I thee commend ! 

My more than brother, and my more than 
friend ! 

My life, my Jonathan ! And can we part? 

I feel thy lofs hang heavy on my heart. 

Wich mortal anguifh is my foul opprefs’d, 

I wear thy bleeding image in my breatt. 

Thy friendfhip did the tend’reft love excel ; 

"Twas like thyfelf, ’twas all a miracle : 

A pure, a conftant, and a heav’nly fire, 

Beyond the fofter fex’s frail defire. 

How are the mighty fall’n ! their fate de- 
lore! 
Thy fword and fhield, O Iracl, are no more. 


en a en en unease 


and that the throne would not tempt him, if to be purchafed 
by parricide. He, who himfelf thrice fpared Saul, when he 
had him abfolutely in his power, could he forbear punifhing 
the man who boafted of having murdered him? no: he juit~ 
ly ordered his immediate execution for having flain the 
Lord’s anointed. It is true he died for a crime which he had 
not committed ; yet well deferved to die for taking the guilt 
of it upon him; thus doubly devoted to dettruétion, David 
tightly judged that Saul had no power over his own life, and 
confequently fhould not have been obeyed in {ach a com- 
mand. God and the ftatehad as much right to his life, 
when he was weary of it, as when he mot loved it; and 
further, it behoved David to vindicate his innocence to the 
world by fo public an execution, otherwife, perhaps, he 
might have been branded with the guilt of employing that 
wretch to murder his perfecutor. 


CHAP, 





168 Tue HISTORY ofr tut HOLY BIBLE. Boox II. 
CH A P. IX. 
David is anointed king in Hebron by the tribe of “fudab. Is oppofed by Abner, the late king’s 


general, who proclaims Ifpbofbeth, the only remaining fon of Saul, fucceffor to the throne. 
marches againft the army of David, and is defeated by Foab, bis gencral. 
David laments his death, and pays the greateft ref- 
The death of Ifpbofoeth. David is recognized ‘king by all the tribes. 
He raifes an army againft the Febufites, whom he defeats, and takes Ferufalem. 
the Ark from Kirjath-jearim to Ferufalem. 


wid, and is treacheroufly murdered by Foab. 
pect to bis funeral obfequies. 


" Philiftines, and defeats them. Removes 


Abner 
He goes over to Da- 


Engages the 
Dances 


and fings before it, fer which he is ridiculed by bis wife Michal. 


HEN David had performed his laft du- 

ties to the memory of Saul and _ his 
fons, and the time of mourning was expired, he 
confulted God which of the cities of Judah 
fhoukd be allotted for his habitation, Though 
he knew himfclf appointed to the kingdom, yet 
he would not prefume to take upon him the ad- 
miniftration of affairs without firft making this 
application, in order to know when and by what 
means he fhould beft be put in poffeffion of the 
kingdom he was to govern. 

The Almighty was pleafed to order David to 
go up to the city of Hebron +, upon which he 
immediately lett Ziglag, and removed thither 
with his family and forces; foon after which the 
princes of Judah came to Hebron to congratulate 
him on his return to his native country, and, in 
a full affembly convened for the purpole, anointed 
him their king. 

By this time David had been informed of the 
gencrous conduét of the people of Jabefh-Gi- 
lead, in refcuing the bodies of Saul and his fons 
from the Philiflines, and giving them honourable 
interment. Tle was to pleafed with this infor- 
mation, that he fent meffengers to thank them 
for what they had done, and te affure them that 
they might ever depend-on his favour and pro- 
tection. He likewife defired the meffengers to 
inform them that he had been chofen, by the tribe 
ef Judah, as fucceflor to the fovereignty. 

While the princes of Judah were interefting 
themfelves in behalf of David, Abner, the late 
king’s uncle, and general of the army, fet up 
Iihbotheth the only remaining fon of Saul, as 
fucceffor to the throne. Fie appointed Maha- 
naim {, on the other tide the river Jordan, as 
the place of his refidence ; and by his great in- 





+ The city of Hebron ftood in the midft of the tribe of 
Judah ; and bring the metropolis of the whole tribe, it was 
very commodious tor David’s refidence at this juntture ; for 
he could not be infenfible that the determination of the me- 
tiopolis in his faveur would be of the greateit weight to in- 
fluence the whole tiibe. 

t Mahanaim was a plaice belonging to the tribe of Gad, 
and had its name from the appearance of an hoil of angels to 
Jacob, as he went vith his family from Padan-aram, Gen. 
XxX. oT.) Pane veavens why Abner retreated hitner in the 
bevinning of Ihbotheth’s reign were, that he might fecure 
the people on that ude the Jordan elpecially the gallant in- 
habitants of Jabeth-Gilead, who were firmly attached to the 
houfe of Sauls and, chistly, thar nc might be at a greater 
didlance fram David, hove che new kina inore abfolutely un- 
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tereft and authority Ifhbofheth § was declared 
king by all the tribes except that of Judah. 

Abner was fo incenfed againft the tribe of 
Judah for having chofe David their king, thar, 
after fome time, he determined to make war 
againft them, and accordingly difpatched a body 
of the beft men he could felecét from his whole 
army for that purpofe. In the mean time Joab 
(the general of David’s forces) hearing that 
Abner was on his way towards Hebron, marched 
with his army againft him, taking with him h‘s 
two brothers Abifhai and Affahel. 

‘When the two armies came near each other, 
(which was not far from Gibeon) and were drawn 
up in order of battle, Abner propofed, that the 
conteft fhould be determined between twenty- 
four men, twelve to be chofen out of each army. 
This propofition being agreed to, the men were 
fele&ted and engaged, when their fkill was fo 
great on both fides, that every man killed his 
antagonift; fo that the whole twenty-four lay 
dead on the fpot. - FA confequence of this a 
general engagement commenced between the 
two armies, which, for fome time, was exceeding 
defperate on both fides; but at length Abner’s 
army was totally routed, and put to flight. Joab 
and his two brothers purfued the fugitives, and 
Affahel (the younger brother of Joab) being 
much more active than the reft, got greatly a- 
head, and made the beft of his way after Abner. 
As foon as he came up with him, Abner, who 
knew him, he begged he would defift, and not 
attempt to attack him, as he fhould be very un- 
willing, by defending himfelf, to deprive him of 
his exiftence. Affahel paid no attention to this 
remonftrance, but, ambitious of taking a general 
prifoner, made a {troke at Abner, who, with his 
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der his command, and a better opportunity of recruiting his 
army among a people, who were not only very courageous 
by nature, but likewife well affeéted to the caufe he had 
elpouted. 

§ Uhbofheth was forty years of age at the time he wa- 
ele&ted king. He reigned (properly fpeaking) only twe 
years, though feven years and a half eclapfed before, David 
(who refided all the time at Hebron) wa: made king by the 
general voice of the people, As Lihbotheth was a very weak 
and inaétive prince, when the war broke out with Judah, 
Abner took the government upon himfelf; fo that the other, 
five years and a half which paffed before David afcended ta 
the throne of Ifrael is not reckoned as part of Ithbotheth’- 
reign, becaufe he was only a nominal king, rot having the 
leait authority. 
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fpear, gave him a wound, of which he immedi- 
ately expired. ; Aa: 

A very fhort time after this the victorious army 
arrived at the fpot where the body of Affahel 
lay, on beholding of which they were fo fhocked, 
that they immediately ceafed the purfuit. Abner 
availed himfelf of this opportunity to rally his 
{cattered forces, and making a ftand on an ad- 
vanced ground where he could not be attacked, 
he founded a parley, and calling aloud to Joab, 
addreffed him in words to the following effect : 
“© This outrageous animofity, faid he, has already 
“© gone too far among people of the fame blood 
«< and profeffion. As for your brother Affahel, 
“J begged him to defift, but he was fo obfti- 
‘ nate, that I was reduced to the neceffity of 
“ taking away his life for the fecurity of my 
« own; fo that his death was owing to his own 
« mifconduct.”’ 

Joab could not but admit the juftnefs of Ab- 
ner’s argument, upon which he founded a retreat, 
and the armies feparated. Abner immediately 
marched with hismen to Mahanaim ; but Joab 
encamped on the fpot that night. The next 
morning he returned to the place of battle to 
take a view of the flain, when he found, upon 
computation, that Abner had loft 360 men, and 
himielf nineteen, exclufive of Affahel. Joab and 
Abifhai carried the remains of their deceafed 
brother to Bethlehem, and there interred them 
in the fepulchre of their anceftors. Having 
done this, they fet out with their army for He- 
bron, and travelling all night, arrived there early 
the next morning. 

From this period (which was about two years 
after the death of Saul) a civil war continued 
between tha families of Saul and David for up- 
wards of five years, during which time the forces 
of the latter, in moft encounters had the advan- 
tage, and the intereft of David vifibly increated 
in the nation, as that.of Ifhbofheth declincd. 

During the time David refided at Hebron he 
had fix fons born of as many wives; namely, 
Amnon, the fon of Ahinoam; Chileah, the fon 
of Abigail; Abfalom, the fon of Maachah, the 
daughter of Talmai, king of Gefhur ; Adonijah, 
the fon of Haggith ; Sheppatiah, the fon of A- 
bital ; and Ithream, the fon of Eglah. 

For fome time after the commencement of 
the civil war between David and Ifhbofheth, 
Abner was the grand fupport of the latter, and 
it was by his prudence and intereft that the peo- 
ple were kept in obedience; but a circumftance 
at length occurred which produced a fatal dif- 
union to both parties. Abner had, for fome 
time, preferved a familiar intimacy with Rizpah, 
the daughter of Aiah, one of Saul’s concubines. 
Intimation of this coming to the ears of Ifhbo- 
fheth, he rebuked Abner for his conduét, who, 
thinking himfelf treated with indignity, vowed 
no lefs a revenge than converting his intereft 
from Ifhbofheth to David. 4m I, faid he, a 
dog’s bead, which againft Fudab do foew kindnefs 


~ 





lf We have here an inftance what a ftrange alteration the 
ftudy of revenge will produce in the human breaft. Abner, 
before he was inftigated by this deftruétive paffion, was inde- 
fatigable in endeavouring to fupport the crown he had placed 
on the head of Ithbofheth ; he vifited every part of the coun- 


1S 


169 


this day unto the boufe of Saul thy father, to bis 
brethren, and to bis friends, and have not delivered 
thee into the hand of David, that thou chargefht me 
to-day with a fault againft this woman? As the 
Lord hath fworn unto David, even fo do I unto 
him; td tranflate the kingdom from the houfe of 
Saul, and to fet up the throne of David over Ifrael, 
and ever Judab, from Dan even to Beerfoeba \\. 

Abner, fired with refentment, and unable to 
govern his paffions, immediately fet about put- 
ting his threats into execution. He fent mef- 
fengers to Hebron, giving them full power to 
form a league of friendfhip with David, and to 
affure him that he would ufe all the endeavours 
he was able to promote his intereft. 

David treated the meffengers of Abner with 
great refpect, and agreed to form a covenant 
with their mafter on condition that he delivered 
up to him his wife Michal, who had been forci- 
bly taken from him by Saul, and given to ano- 
ther. 

When the meffengers returned to Abner, and 
informed him of the condition David had ftipu- 
lated, he fent to Phaltiel (to whom Michal had 
been given in marriage by Saul) demanding him 
to deliver up his wife, fhe being the property of 
another perfon. Phaltiel (knowing the great 
power of Abner) was forced to comply, upon 
which Michal was immediately conducted to 
Hebron. Phaltiel was fo affeéted at the lofs of 
his wife, that he followed her a great part of the 
way, and expreffed his grief on the occafion by 
the greateft lainentations. 

The requeft of David being thus complied 
with, Abner profecuted his intentions. againft 
Ifhbofheth with the greateft vigour. He fum- 
moned together an affembly of the elders and 
principal people, both civil and military, at 
Mahanaim, who being met, he addreffed them 
in words to this effect: “ There was a time, fays 
«¢ he, when ye would have willingly renounced 
«€ your allegiance to Ifhbofheth, and gone over 
«© to David: I was then againft it, but ye are 
«© now at liberty to ufe your own difcretion. 
‘© IT am fully convinced that, as God, by the 
«© prophet Samuel, hath anointed and conftituted 
‘© David king over all the Hebrews, and hath 
“© foretold that he fhall be the fcourge of the 
«© Philiftines and fhall fubdue and bring them 
“© under his obedience, fo fhall he actually ob- 
“© tain the fovereignty over all Ifrael.”” When 
the elders and officers of the army found the fen- 
timents of Abner correfponded with thofe they 
had themfelves entertained, they unanimoufly 
agreed with him in opinion, and from that time 
acted openly in favour of David. 

Abner, having thus far proved fuccefsful, 
fummoned together the tribe of Benjamin, 
(which included the guards of Ifhbofheth) to 
whom he addreffed himfelf in much the fame 
manner he had done to the people of Mahanaim. 
Thefe likewife he found condefcending, and 
ready to favour his defign; upon which, felecting 

twenty 
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try, in order to confirm the attachment of the Ifraelites to the 
houfe of Saul: but now, he not only threatens to defert 
himfelf, but, at the fame time, to carry over all the troops 
his intereft could procure to the oppofite party. 
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twenty of the moft diftinguifhed, he took them 
with him, and went to David, in order to ratify 
the treaty that had been agreed on between ther. 
David received Abner and his company with the 
greateft refpect, and entertained them, for fome 
days, in the moft fumptuous manner ; at the ex- 
piration of which Abner defired to be difimiffed 
for the prefent, that he might go and bring the 
army and people to Hebron, in order to make 
good what he had undertaken, by publickly de- 
livering up the government into his hands. 

A very fhort time after Abner had left He- 
bron, Joab, (David's general) returned from an 
expedition againft the Philiftines, in which he 
had been fuccefsful, and taken abundance of 
fpoil. Being informed that Abner had been 
there, and how kindly the king had received 
him, he was immediately ftruck with an outra- 
geous fit of jealouly, thinking, no doubt, from 
the great abilities of Abner, he would infallibly 
fupplant him in his mafter’s efteem. In confe- 
quence of this he immediately went to David, 
and expoftulated with him on the impropriety 
of his conduct in liftening to any terms propofed 
by Abner, who, he faid, was to be confidered in 
no other light than a fpy, and whom he knew to 
be the protector and fupporter of his profeffed 
enemy. That what he had done was all a de- 
ception, and that he was probably gone home to 
take advantage of his ill-judged credulity. 

David, not feeming to countenance the ob- 
fervations made by Joab, the latter, determined 
to feek revenge on Abner by fome means or 
other, formed the refolution of effectually ob- 
taining his wifhes by taking away his life. He 
accordingly difpatched mefiengers after Abner, 
in the name of David, requefting his immediate 
return, as fome things were omitted in his in- 
ftrutions that were exceeding important. The 
meffengers overtook Abner at a place called Si- 
rah, and communicating their bufinefs, he im- 
mediately returned. In the mean time Joab, 
taking with him his fword, and accompanied by 
his brother Abifhai, planted himfelf in a private 
place without the gates of the city; and when 
Abner came to the fpot he called him afide, 
telling him he had fome bufinefs to relate to him 
of a private nature. Abner, not fufpecting any 
danger, readily retired with Joab, when the lat- 





* David compofed an ode or elegy on this melancholy oc- 
cafion, which every reader will difcern to be truly poetic in 
the molt literal tranflation. It is contained in the 33d and 
34th verfes of the third chapter of the fecond book of Sa- 
muel, and the fenfe of it, together with its meafure, muy 
be thus exprefled : 


As dies the criminal, fhall Abner die? 
Thy hands not bound, 

Nor to the fetters were thy feet applied : 
As is their feet that fall 

Before the faces of the fons of guilt, 

So art thou fallen. 


For he was killed asa traitor; but, had he been really fo, he 
fhould have died in chains and fetters, after a fair tial. Jo- 
fephus fays, that David interred Abner magnificently, and 
that he wrote funeral lamentations to his honour; i.e. as 
fome fuppofe, he raifed a magnificent tomb for him, and en- 
graved upon it an epitaph in his praife. n 

+ A very celebrated writer has made the following ob- 
fervations on the conduét of David on this occafion, as alfo 
thatof Abner, whole fate he thinks not fo much to be de- 
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ter, fuddenly drawing his fword, ftabbed him to 
the heart. -Thus was the brave-Abner taken 
off by the perfidy of Joab, who pretended he 
did it in revenge for the death of his brother 
Affahel ; but, in reality, ic was certainly to gra- 
tify his jealoufy and revenge, for fear of being 
fupplanted in the king’s favour. 

When David was informed of Abner’s death, 
he was fo affected that, for fome time, he knew 
not how to contain himfelf. He folemnly de- 
clared, in the prefence of all about him, that he 
was neither acceffary to the murder, nor knew 
any thing of fo horrid an aét being intended. 
He denounced the moft heavy curfes an Joab 
and his family, wifhing they might receive that 
punifhment due to fo enormous a crime. He 
ordered all the people to march before the bier 
of Abner, and with tears and lamentations, with 
their clothes rent, and putting on of fackcloth 
(as the cuftom then was) to bewail his lofs, and 
to perform all funeral rites to him in the moft fo- 
lemn manner. He attended himfelf as chief 
mourner, and the example he fet in expreffing 
his lamentation for the lofs of Abner, was fol- 
lowed by the whole body of people *. In fhort, 
fo affected was David at this melancholy circum- 
{tance, that, notwithftanding the moft preifing 
perfuafions of his friends, he could not be pre- 
vailed upon to take the leaft refrefhment that 
day, fwearing, he would not take any thing filk 
the fun was gone down. The feverity of his 
religious ftri¢tnefs gained David the univerfal 
affection of the people, who were fufficiently ‘fa- 
tisfied that he was not only a total ftranger to 
the murder of Abner, but, on the contrary, held 
him in the higheft efteem. 

When the funeral cerernonies were over, Da- 
vid addreffed the multitude, in a very pathetic 
harangue, in which he firft pointed out to them 
his own particular unhappinefs in being deprived 
of a friend for whom he had fo great a value; 
and then told them, that his lofs muft be fenfi- 
bly felt by the whole nation, fince he was nee: 
only a brave foldier, but a wife and prudent 
counfellor, He concluded by wifhing that the 
perfon, who had committed the horrid deed 
might be punifhed as he deferved. The Lord, 
faid he, /hall reward the doer of evil according to 
bis wickeduefs +. 

‘When 








plored as it may feem to deferve from the circumftances ate. 
tending his death. ‘* The whole behaviour of Dawid (fays 
he) on this occafion gave great fatisfaction to the people, as 
did, indeed, every part of his conduct. Whatewer the hing. 
did pleafed all the people. Rare felicity of princes! Or, 
thall we add, felicity peculiar to David. The fall of a man 
like Abner muft infpire every mind with grave. and ferious 
reflections: 4 great man fallen! and fallen by fo unex- 
pected and furprizing a treachery ! at the very time of his re- 
turning to his duty ; and in the eye of a great revolution, 
feemingly depending upon his fate !—-True -—but then this 
great man fported with the lives of his brethren; and per- 
haps deliberately oppofed himfelf to the ditates of his known, 
duty to God, for a feries of years. He {pilled the firft blood 
fhed in this civil war; and, it may be, all that was fhed: at 
leaft we hear of none, after the battle of Gibson. ‘Fhis is 
evident, David declined all occafion of combar with his. ad- 
verfaries: we hear of him no where out of Hebron, during 
the whole courfe of this long civil war. ‘This furely may be 
numbered among his felicities, never ta have drawm his {word 
upon a fubject in a contelt of feven (and a war of five) years 
continuance, It is true Abner was now returned to his duty; 
: but 
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When Ifthbafheth heard of the death of Abner f 


he was greatly afflicted in his mind, not only on 


account of having loft a relation, but the perfan | 
who had been the means of advancing him. ¢o | 


the throne. He did not, however long furvive 
Abner, being, foon after his death, treacheroufly 
murdered by Baanah and Rechab, two of the 
principal offigers. of the army. Thefe.perfons 
being Benjamites and of the firk rank, thought 


if they put Ifhbefheth to death, it would be well ; 


received by David, who they flattered themfelves 
would, for their conduét, advance them. toa fome 
honourable employment. n 
carrying their defign into execution, they went 
to that apartment of the palace where Lthboheth 
was accuftomed to repofe himfelf during the heat 
of the day. There being no guards about the 
place, and the fervant appointed to watch the 
door abfent, they ftole into the chamber, where, 
finding Ifhbofheth alone, and faft afleep, they 
firft {tabbed him, and then, cutting off his head, 
haftened with all expedition to Hebran, in order 
to prefent it, as freth as poffible, to David. They 
made not the leaft doubt of being amply re- 
warded for this fingsular archievement ; but they 
foon found themfelves miftaken, for when they 
prefented the head to David, he was fo far from 
approving of what they had done, that he rebu- 
ked them in the moft fevere terms}, and after- 
wards gaye orders, that their hands and feet fhould 
be cut off, and their bodies: hung up ina public 
place, as a terror to all regicides. David caufed 
the head of Ifhbofheth to be honourably in- 
terred in Abner’s fepulchre at Hebron. 

As foon as the death of Ifhbofheth was uni- 
verially known, all the tribes fent deputies to 
David, acknowledging his right .to. the foye 


reignty, and promifing him their -allegiange.. 


They affured him that they had ever: entertained 


the greateft zeal for him, even during the life of 
Saul, and when they had..the honour to ferve: 


under his command ; and farther obferved, that 
the prophet Samuel, according to. God’s order 
and appointment, had, declared him king, and 
that the government fhould defcend from him, 
to his pofterity. ; : 
David entertained the deputies with great re- 





but it is as true, that he returned’ to it now, ag be departeth 
from it before, upona. Pique, and from motives of ambit} F 
intereft and revenge, Te well knew. the purpofes and ie 
clarations of Ged in relation to David, and yet he ‘delibe- 
rately oppofed himfelf to thom. Andit'is but juft in. the 
appointments of Providence (and nothing is.more con{picyoas, 
in his government of the warld) not co parmit the wick 
to effet that good from wrong motives, which they once'ob- 
frudted upon the fame’principles. i 
Once notorioufly negle&ted, feldom return, 
advantage. 
power 3 if he ance does fo, he isna more worthy to be the 
happy inftrument of effecting it in the hand of God.” é 
_} The manner in which Jofephus makes David exprefs 
himfelf on this occafion is to the following effeét: ** Ye 
- bafeft of wretches (fays he) immediately prepare your- 
be felves to receive the jut reward of your horrid villainy. 
‘| What! have ye fo foon forgot the punifhment I inflicted 
wa him who brought me the crown of gold belonging to 
a Saul, aftercha {id he kad flain him? Orican youfuppofe me: 
fo abandener: a wretch as to conntenance the murder you: 
ei have committed-on your matter by taking off his. head in 
;, his own bed-chamber; the head of him .who never did 
« (U8ry te any man,. and who, in an efpecial manner, heaped 


“his favours on you? Wherefore I will avenge his death by 


at lealtito equal 
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Having refolved on 


j the inhabitants ‘to furrender. 


HW “the. § 
Mi barbarous and inhuman.g 
Fhe occafions of duty, }} 
Let no man decting the; good that.ig in his, 
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fpe&, and made a folermn leaguc of friendfhip 
with them, in confequence of which, they now a- 
Rointed him king of all the tribes. of Ifrael, after 
having reigned at Hebron over that of Judah on- 
ly for the {pace of feven years and fix months. 

Being thus invefted with full regal power, and 
having a number of brave and gallant foldiers 
to attend him, David formed the refolution of 
making an expedition againft Jerufalen, which 
was at that time inhabited by the Jebulites, a 
people belonging to the race of Canaanites. He 
accordingly marched with his army towards the 
place, and when he came to the caftle, or fort of 
Zion, which commanded the city, he fummoned 
They, thinking 
the place impregnable, bid him defiance, telling 
him, by way of derifion, that the meaneft of 
them all (even their blind and lame) were able 
to defend it againft all he could do. This infult 
fo irritated David, that he determined to dif- 
poffefs them of the place, which was, indeed, re 
markably ftrong both from art and nature. To 
effect this he caufed proclamation to be made 
throughout the camp, that whoever firft took the 
fort fhould be promoted to the office of Captain- 
General of all his forces. This had the defired 
effect, a general fpirit of emulation taking place 
among the people ; but Joab, who was naturally 
a courageous and enterprizing man, being more 
alert than the reft, got before all, and poffefied 
himfelf of a principal part of the fortrefs. Fhe 
troops immediately following Joab, the befieged 
foon gave way, and in a fhort time totally aban- 
doned the place. The inhabitants of the city 
feeing this immediately fled, fo that the whole 
became an eafy conqueft to the victors. 

After this David enlarged the buildings of the 
lower city, which, he extended fo far as tq join 
with the citadel, made it his place of refidence, 
and gave it the name of The City of David. In 
‘the mean time Joab, whom (agreeable to Da- 
vid’s promife) he had appointed captain-general 
of his forces, repaired and beautified the ald city 


| of Jebus or Jerufalem{, for the better accom- 


modation of the people. 
About this. came Fyram, king of Tyre |, having 
| heard of the great fuccefs of David in all his 
oo undertakings, 


, “ taking. away your lives, and revenge myfelf on, you for 


cut him off under pretence of doing me a fervice. 


“ss havin ; 
all fuffer for the breaeh of faith to your mafter, and 


; € You 


| * the fcandal you would have caft on me; for what greater 
; ‘*-wound could ‘any man have given me in my reputation 


| % than & sual me for a perfon that could take pleafare.in 
idings, or give. ene, to the committing fa 

urder 2? 
‘§ ‘* The city: of Jerufhtem’ (fays Jofephas) was called, 
i ““ tn the days of Abraham, Solyna; and it is imagined: 


| << that Elomer points at this.city when he {peaks of the people. 


' © of Solyna, that word, in the Hebrew language, fignifying, 
From the time Jofhua 
waged war with the inhabitants of Canaan, and after 
conquering them divided their country among the He- 
brews, the Jebufites ftill kept poffeffion of this city, nor 
could they be driven out of it till it was effegted by Da- 
«* vid, which was an interval of no lefs than $15 years.” 

|| The primitive name of this prince was Abibalus ; but 
before he entered imto a league of amity with David, he. 
changed it to Hiram, that fo it might be the ftanding name 
pof him and his fuccefiors, in like manner as-was the cafe with 
, Pharaoh, and after him. Ptolemy, in Egypt, Abimelecly 
| among the Philiitines, and Cafar among the Roman. Empe- 
. rors.’ The mame, in the Hebrew. language, fignifies, be lives 
ie that 


tee 
’ 
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undertakings, fent ambaffadors to congratulate 
him on his acceflion to the throne, and to join 
with him in a treaty of alliance and friendfhip. 
He likewife fent David a prefent of Cedar trees, 
with carpenters and other artificers, to affift him 
in erecting a royal palace. 

After David had eftablifhed himfelf in his 
new city, he took feveral other wives, as allo 
many concubines. By thefe he had, in the courfe 
of time, eleven fons, namely, Shammuah, Sho- 
bab, Nathan, Solomon, Ibhar, Elifhua, Nepheg, 
Japhia, Elifhama, Eliada, and Eliphalet; befides 
a daughter named Tamar, who was fifter to 
Abfalom. 

The Philiftines having heard of David’s in- 
creafing greatnefs, and fuppofing it a fure pre- 
fage of their own downfall, determined to check 
his power as foon as poffible; to effect which 
they raifed a confiderable army, and marching 


towards Jerufalem, encamped in the valley of | 


Rephaim, not far from David’s new city. 

David, not chufing to engage in any enter- 
prize without firft confulting the Divine Oracle, 
applied himfelf to the Lord, to know his plea- 
fure whether or not he fhould go againft the 
Philiftines, as alfo, if he did, what would be the 
ifue of the battle. Having received for anfwer 
that he fhould go, and that his attempts would 
be crowned with fuccefs, he immediately drew 
out his men, and marching againft the Philiftines 
fell on them fo fuddenly that they were thrown 
into the grcateft confufion, and in a fhort time 
totally routed. Great numbers were killed on 
the fpot, many others defperately wounded, and 
the remainder faved themfelves by flight. The 
Philiftines left behind them their images, or 
idols, which they were always accuftomed to 
bring with them to battle, from a fuperftitious 
notion that by their means they fhould prove 
victorious. Thefe David ordered to be gathered 
together in one pile, the whole of which were 
committed to the flames. In memory of this 
victory, David called the place Baal-perazim, 
which fignifies, the Lord hath broken forth upcn 
mine enemies. 

But the Philiftines were fo far from being in- 
timidated at this overthrow, that, in a fhort time 
after, they came again with an army much 
more confiderable than the former. David, on 
this occafion, again confulred God, who ordered 
him not to march directly againft them, but to 
take a cornpafs round by a wood of mulberry- 
trees, which would cover and conceal his march; 
and that when he heard a found, or rufhing in 
he trees (which would frighten the Philiftines) 
he fhould immediately fall on them. David 
ttriétly attended to thefe directions, and, as foon 
as he difcovered the Providential fign, fuddenly 
marched out with his army, fully affured the 
bufinefs he was about would prove fuccefs- 


ful. 





that is exalted; or, let him live who is exalred; thatis; Let 
the king live for ever. Hiram’s fending to David under this 
name is the true reafon why we find no other mentioned in 
the fcripture for the princes of Tyre, 

* There was a very great impropriety in placing the Ark 
upor acart, which, according to the law of Mofes, ought 


I 
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The Philiftines gave way at the firft onfer; and 
when they found themfelves clofely attacked, 
they betook themfelves to flight. David pur- 
fued them as far as Gazer, a city on the extreme 
borders of their country, and killed great num- 
bers in the way ; after which he returned to their 
camp, took what valuables they left behind, and 
deftroyed their idols. This victory fo fickened 
the Philiftines, that they did not attempt to at- 
tack the Ifraelites for many years after. 7 

The war with the Philiftines being now over, 
and all things quiet, David thought it a very 
proper feafon to remove the Ark of God (which, 
for twenty years had continued in the houfe of 
Abinadab at Kirjath-jearim) to a place which he 
had’ prepared for it in his own city. For this 
purpofe David affembled the elders and principal 
men of the refpective tribes, and taking with 
him a ftrong guard for the proteétion of the 
ark, in cafe any enemy fhould attempt to attack 
them, went in grand proceffion to Kirjath-jea- 
rim. Having removed the Ark out of Abina- 
dab’s houfe, inftead of carrying it on mens 
fhoulders, they, in imitation of the Philiftines, 
put it into a cart drawn by two oxen, and in this 
manner proceeded with it towards Jerufalem, 
the king going before it, and the multitude fol- 
lowing after, finging praifes to God, and dan- 
cing to various tunes played on different inftru- 
ments, fuch as harps, pfalteries, cornets and cym- 
bals. When they came to a place called Na~ 
chon’s Threfhing-floor, the Ark was near being 
overturned, upon which Uzzah, one of the dri- 
vers, took hold of it to prevent its falling ; and 
for this prefumption (not being in holy orders) 
the Almighty was pleafed to punifth him with 
inftant death. This melancholy circumftance 
not only afflicted David, but the whole mul- 
titude ; and, as a memento, they called the place 
ever after by the name of Perez-Uzzah, which 
fignifies the Breach of Uzzab. 

David was fo terrified at the fudden death 
God had inflicted on Uzzah for touching the 
Ark, that he was apprehenfive of meeting the 
like fate fhould he prefume to carry it to the 
place intended. Inftead, therefore, of proceed- 
ing towards the city, he turned out of the way, 
and went to the houfe of a righteous man, a 

} Levite, named Obed-edom, in whofe cuftody. he. 
left the Ark, where it remained for the {pace of 
three months. At the expiration of this time 
David, having heard of the great profperity that 
had attended Obed-edoin ever fince the Ark had 
been in his poffeffion, was delivered from the 
fear he had conceived, and retumed his intention 
of removing it to his own city, which he did in 
great form and folemnity. He recollected the 
impropriety of his conduct* in having carried 
it in a cart from the houfe of Abinadab, and 
therefore now ordered it to be carried on the 

fhoulders 





to have been carried by the priefts upon their thoulders ; and 
the accident that befel Wzzah made David {0 fenfible of his 
error, that he acknowledged it to the prieits at the next re- 
moval of the Ark, and caufed them to bare it upon. theif 
fhoulders to the place he had prepared for its reception. 


Cuap. X. 
Iders of the priefts: David, on this occa- 
ie dreffed himfelf in a linen ephod t, and 
went before the Ark dancing and playing on his 
harp. He was followed by feveral companies of 
finging men and trumpeters, and in the rear of 
the Ark were the elders and chief men of the city. 
In this manner was the Ark conduéted to the 
place allotted for it, after which David offered 
facrifices to God, and then made a feaft for the 
people, giving to each perfon a cake of bread, a 
flaggon of wine, and a piece of the facrifice. 
As the proceffion of the Ark was entering the 
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city, it happened that Michal, David's wife (the 
daughter of the late king Saul) faw her hufband 
dancing before it, upon which fhe upbraided him 
for his condefcenfion, faying, fuch levity was 
beneath the dignity of a king. In reply to this, 
David told her, that what he had done was in 
honour of that God who had chofen him to 
govern Ifrael, in preference to her own father, 
and to all other men; and that fuch condefcen- 
fion would never bring him under any juit 
contempt. 


er nee 


» 
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David confults the prophet Nathan concerning the building of a temple 

gious worfhip. Nathan, by the command of God, forbids his doing it, 
which David immediately lays by bis intentions, and returns 
thanks to God. David defeats the Philiftines, Moabites, Syrians, €8¢. 
Provides for Mephibofbeth, 
40 congratulate him 
indignity, on which account David goes to war with the Ammo- 


40 be referved for his fon, upon 


prefent from Toi, king of Hamath. 
baffadors to Hanun king of the Ammonites, 
Hanun treats them with great 
mites, and proves viétorious. 


David falls in love with Bathfoeba, the wife of Uriah, 
and afterwards marries Bathfoeba, for which be jis 
who is fent to inform him of the Divine difpleafure at bis mifcon— 
duct. Nathan delivers bis miffage by way of parable. David, being fenfible of bis fault, 
pardon of God for his tran[grefions, who, in fome 
Rabbah, the chief 
Ae accordingly £05, 


effelts his death by Sratagem, 
ked by Nathan the prophet, 


Solomon. Foab, having long laid Siege to 
David to receive the honour of taking it. 
loaded with fpoils, in triumph to Sferufalem. 


Y this time the palace (which Hiram king 
B of Tyre had furnifhed David with men 
and materials to build) was finifhed ; and as he 
Was one day refleCting on the meannefs of the 
houfe which contained the Ark of God, in com- 
parifon with his own, it came into his mind to 
build a temple for his religious worfhip, and to 
place in it the Ark of the Lord. He commu- 
nicated his defign to the prophet Nathan ¢, who 
at firft approved of it; but that very night Na- 
than received a meffage from God to this effect : 
“* Go, and tell my fervant David, I will not per- 
“mit him to carry his defign into execution. 
“The care of this undertaking I fhall referve 
* for one of his fons, over whom I will be a 
“tender father, and will continue the govern- 
“ment in the line of his family ; and, if he 
“ fhould be guilty of any tranfgreffions I will 
“ not totally reje& him ae did Saul, but only 
“ chaftife Lim with the rod of men, and with the 
“ feripes of the childven of men.” 


+ David laid afide his royal ornaments, 
with a fimple ephod, which was ufed by thofe who were not 
Priefts, His moving in certain folemn meafures, fuited to 
mufic of the fame charaéter and tendency, was highly con- 

ucivé to the purpofes of piety; and kis mixing with the 
public feftivities of the people was a condefcenfion not un- 

Coming the greateft monarch. Policy taughe Auguftus to 
put himfelf on a level with his fabjeéts in their public re- 
Jolcings ; piety taught David, that all men were upon a level 
an the folemnities of religion. 


5 


Several pétty kings make peace with 


| nity and power. 


and was girded | 


P. XxX. 


for the performance of reli. 
telling him that bufinefs was 


Receives a confiderable 
the jon of Fonathan. Sends am- 
on his acceffion to the throne. 


him, and become 
one of bis officers in 


tributary. 
the army. He 
feverely rebu- 


begs 
meafure, complies with bis requeft. Birth of 
city of the Ammonites, Sends for 
takes it by ficrin, and returns 


Early the next morning the prophet Nathan 
communicated thefe tidings to David, who was 
fo rejoiced at the thoughts of the fucceffion be- 
ing fecured to his pofterity, that he immediately 
repaired to the Ark of God, and throwing him- 
felf proftrate before it, addreffed his Divine be- 
nefactor in words to this effe@: « Bleffed be 
“* thy holy name, O Lord, for all the benefits 
“* and mercies thou halt been pleafed to beftow 
“on thy fervant. Thou hatt raifed me from the 
“* Joweft fituation in life to the fummit of dig- 
I blefs thee for al] this; for 
“* thy continued providences to myfelf, and thy 
““ promifes to my pofterity ; as alfo for thy 
“* multiplied deliverances and protections to thy 
“own people. Let chy name be magnified for 
“ ever, faying, The Lord of hofts is the God over 
“* Ifrael : and let the houfe of thy fervant David 
“ be eftablifoed before thee.” 

As the Almighty had been pleafed to refufe 


David the privilege of building him a temple, 


and 


a 


t At what time this prophet began to appear in Ifrael we 


are not any where informed. This is the firit time the {crip- 


tare makes mention of him. He was a man of great pru- 
dence and fine addrefz, who knew how to mitigate the rigour 


of his reproofs with a great deal of fweetnefs and wifdom, 


which qualified him fo well for the converfation of kings, 
and other great peifons. He was equally efteemed and be. 


loved by David, and, in his conduct towards him, main- 


tained a juft medium between an inflexible auftericty, and a 


Xx 


fervile flattery. 
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and had referved that work for one of his po- | 
fterity, David thought it advifeable to employ | 


his time in fubduing his enemies on every fide, 


that when his fon (whoever it might be) fhould | 
come to undertake fo great an affair, he might | 


meet with as little interruption as poffible, 
In confequence of thefe thoughts David im- 
mediately affembled his forces, and refolved firft 


to attack the Philiftines, who had twice invaded | 


his territories foon after his acceffion to the 
throne. The army being ready, he accordingly 
marched again{ft the enemy, over whom he had 
feveral conquefts in different parts, all which he 


added to the pofleffions of his own people. He 
then marched againft the Moabites, whom 


he totally fubdued; and having difimantled 
all their ftrong places, he flew the greater 
part of them, referving fuch ouly as were necef- 
fary to till the ground. 

Having proved thus fuccefsful againft the 
Philiflines and Meabites, David marched with 
his army to fecure that part of his territories 
which bordered on the river Fuphrates, The 
Syrians, under the command of Hadadezer, came 
hither with a ftrong force to give him battle; 
but he foon routed them, and, befides 20,000 
foot, took 700 horfemen and 100 chariots. He 
referved only 100 of the chariots for his own 
ufe: the reft he burnt, and ham-ftrung the 
horfes that they might not afterwards be fervice- 
able in war. 

In the mean time Adad §, king of Syria and 
Damafcus, having heard of the ill fuccefs of 
Hadadezer, who was his particular friend and 
ally, marched with a ftrong body of forces to 
his afliftance. He joined the remains of Hadad- 
ezer’s army near the river Fuphrates, foon after 
which a defperate battle entued between his 
army and that of David, in which the former 
was defeated, 22,000 of his men were killed on 
the fpot, and the remainder obliged to fave 
themielves by a precipitate flight. 

David, having reduced the Syrians, and made 
himfelf imafter of the greater part of the country, 
put garrifons in the principal cities, and made 
the inhabitants tributary. Having done this, he 
returned home, loaded with fpoils and honours ; 
but all the valuable articles, fuch as gold, filver, 
and brafs, he dedicated to the fervice of God, 
by laying them up for the future ufe of the 
temple. 

When Toi, king of Hamath, heard of the 
great victories obtained by David, he fent his 
fon Joram to congratulate him on the occafion. 
He likewife made him a confiderable prejent of 
gold, filver, and other valuable articles, all which 
he likewife dedicated to God, in acknowledg- 
ment for having deftroyed the power of his moft 
inveterate cnemies. 





§ This king Adad is taken notice of by Nicholas of Da- 
micus, who, in the fifth book of his Hiktory, fays, ‘* A 
certain valiant man, named Adad, reigned over Damaicus 
and Syria, Phoenicia only excepted. He having declared 
war againit David, feveral encounters took place betwveen 
them, but at length he was overcome at Euphrates, beha- 
ving himfelf with the refolution of a brave prince and a 
preatcommmander.”? "Vhe fame writer, fpeakiug of the pofte- 
rity of Adad, fays, ‘* After his death his poiterity, for ten 
fuccecding generations, pofleflud the fovereignty, each at 
the time he became king, taking upon him the name of 
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Though David’s attention had, for fome time 
been engaged in the prefecutien of fareign wars, 
yet, atthe fame time, he took care that juftice 
thould be adminiftered to his fubjects at hame, 
for the effecting of which he had a number of 
very great men employed in the higheft offices 
of truft. Joab was captain-general ; -Jehofha- 
phat, keeper of the records; Zadek and Abi- 
melech, priefts ; Seraiah, fecretary of {tare ; Be- 
naijah, captain of his guard; and his own fons 
prime-minifters of ftate. 

David was not only a wife and a good prince 
in the adminiftration of juftice to his people, 
but a faithful and generous friend in private 
life; and as he had great obligations to Jonathan, 
neither the fplendor of victories, nor the plea- 
fures of profperity, nor the luftre of his crown, 
could make him unmindful of his covenant and 
oath to his former friend, and therefore he had 
no fooner eftablifhed peace by his victories over 
his enemies, but he inquired: Js there yet any 
that's left of the boufe of Saul, that I may foew 
him kindnefs for Jonathan’s feke ? This was great 
generofity to be thus folicitous for the welfare 
of an enemy’s family, and to form the refolntion 
of advancing to honour and riches any furviving 
branch of it, without regarding how dangerous 
fuch 4 ftep might prove to his own fecurity: as 
king of J//rael. A fufpicious faithlefs tyrant 
would at leaft have kept the family, chat ima- 
gined they had a right to his kingdom, low 
enough to have prevented the poffibiliry of their 
ever difputing it with him; or at Jeaft have fhuc 
up the heir of it in clofe imprifonment; or got rid 
of his fears upon his account by totally deftrey- 
ing him; thinking he might reafonably difpenfe 
with his oath to his deceafed friend, thro’ the 
neceffity of felf prefervation, and fecuring to his 
own family the peaceable fucceffion to his crown, 
Inftances too many may be produced of this 
conduct, But David had too much honour and 
generofity to be influenced by fuch a felfifh po- 
licy, was influenced by more generous principles 
and views, and when Zida, an old fervant in the 
houfe of Sau/, was introduced to him, in confe- 
quence of his inquiry after Sau’s family, David 
afked him: Js there not any of the boufe of Saul 
that I may foew him the kindnefs of God? i.e. 
as we underftand it, the kindnefs, which I have 
obliged myfelf, by oath and covenant with ‘Fo- 
nathan, to thew him. Zzba informed him, that 
Jonathan had yet a fon living, who was lame § in 
his feet ; and who therefore, if Sauls family had 
any real claim to the crown, by hereditary fuc- 
ceflion, was the immediate heir to it, as the only 
fon of Yonathan the eldeft fon of Saul. David 
however immediately erdered him to be brought 
to court, and in the moft friendly manner, calling 
him by his name, affured him: Fear not, for £ 

coil 


TAs: 





Adad, as the kings of Egypt did that of Pharaoh. The. 
third of thefe becoming very powerful, refolved to renew 
the war his father had begun; upon which he made an ia- 
road into Judea, and facked the country now called Sama- 
via.”’—-This is that Adad who invaded Samaria, when Ahzo 
reigned over Ifrael, : 

\| Mephibofheth was very young at the time his father was 
flain at the battle of Gilboa ; the news of which threw tae 
nurfe into fuch coniternation, that, as fhe was endeavouring 
to make her efcape with him, fhe let. him fall, and he ree 
ccived fuch injury as to be lame ever after. 


Cuar. X. 


will farel ew thee kindnefs for Jonathan thy 
ie. ae will reftore thee all rhe land of 
Saul, thy father, with all which belonged tv bis fa- 
mily; but thou foalt eat bread at my table conti- 
uually, as one of the king’s fons. This was a 
noble and truly princely grant. In confequence 
of this grant, he informed Ziba: 7 have given 
to thy mafter’s fou all that pertained to Saul, and 
to all bis boufe. Thou therefore and thy fons, and 
thy fervants, foall till the land for bim, and thou 
foalt bring in the fruits, that thy mafter’s fon may 
bave food for his family to eat. But as to Mephi- 
bofheth bim/elf, thy mafter’s fon, be foall eat bread 
always at my table. As Ziba had fifteen fons and 
twenty fervants, the lands David gave to Mephi- 
bofheth muft have been very extenfive to require 
fo many hands to cultivate, and to be fufficient 
for fo numerous a family as Ziba’s, and to pro- 
vide for Mephibofheth’s houfhold with a be- 
coming plenty and dignity. Ziba undertook 
the charge in obedience to the king’s order, 
and was accountable to Mephibofheth for the 
produce of the eftate, he himfelf refiding conti- 
nually at Jerufalem, and being, in all refpects, 
provided for as one of the royal family. 

Some time after this noble inftance of gene- 
rofity and gratitude, David was unavoidably 
engaged in an unexpected, and, on his part, an 
unprovoked war with the Ammonites, on the 
following occafion. Nahafh, king of the Am- 
monites, who was on terms of great friendhhip 
with David, dying, David fent ambaffadors to 
Hanum, his fon and fucceffor, to condole with 
him on his father’s death, and to congratulate 
him on his acceffion to the throne, in grateful 
acknowledgment of the kindnefs that had been 
fhewn him by Nahafh, his deceafed father. J 
will, faith David, /hew kindnefs unto Hanun, the 
Jon of Nabafh, as bis father foewed kindnefs unto 
me. But the great men who were about the young 
king had made him believe that the fole intent 
of David’s fending this embafly was, to fpy out 
the weaknefs of the city, and in what place it 
might be moft advantageoufly affaulted. In 
confequence of this the too credulous prince 
ordered the ambaffadors to be half fhaved *, and 
their cloaths cut fhort, even to the waift; and 
with this ignominious appearance did he order 
them to be difmiffed. 

As foon as David underftood the ill-treatment 
his ambaffadors had received from Hanun, which 
was previous to their return, he fent meffengers 
to meet them, with orders that they fhould go 
to Jericho, and there continue till their beards 
were again grown; but, for the indignity put 
upon them, he gave them affurance that he would 
refent it in a proper manner. He accordingly 
fent a confiderable army, under the command of 
Joab, to chaftife the inhofpitable Ammonites, 








. * The wearing of long beards and garments was then (as 
it til is) the fathion of the eaft, where they were deemed 
badges of honour, and confequently, the cutting off, or cur- 
taling of either, was confidcred as the greateft indignity. 
Nay, in fome places, the catting off the beard was not only 
louked upon asa matter of the higheft reproach, but alfo 
of the fevereft punifhment. It was the fame thing antiently 
“mong the Indians, and is at this day among the Perfians. 
Jt was one of the moft difgraceful punifhments for cowardice 
m8 Sparta, for thefe wha turned gheic backs in the day of 
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and to bring their king to account for his oo 
dug. The Ammonites were apprizeli of ‘Da- 
vid's defign, and therefore provided againft the 
worft, by procuring 33,000 mercenaries of the 
Syrians, who lay encamped at fome diftance tn 
the fields, whilft their own forces covered the 
city, 

When Joab faw the fituation of the enemy 
he divided his army into two bodies, one of 
which he placed under the command of his 
brother Abifhai to keep the Ammonites in play, 
whilft himfelf, with the other, which confifted of 
his choiceft men, attacked the Syrians. Their 
agreement was, to relieve each other, if there 
fhould be occafion ; buc Joab, at the firft onfet, 
charged the Syrians fo clofe, that (as they were 
but mercenaries and thought the caufe not their 
own) they foon gave way, great numbers were 
killed, and the reft fled with the utmoft preci- 
pitation. The Ammonites feeing this were fo 
difpirited that they fecured themfelves by im- 
mediately retreating to their city ; and the feafon' 
of the year being too far advanced for Joab to 
lay fiege to it, he returned with his army to Je- 
rufalem. 

In the mean time Hadadezer, who had af- 
fitted the Ammonites with fome forces the laft 
campaign, being apprehenfive that David would 
chaftife him for his conduct, determined to be 
before-hand with him. For this purpofe, levy- 
ing a very confiderable army, he fent it, under 
the command of Shobach his general, over the 
river Jordan as far as Halam, a town on the 
borders of the half tribe of Manaffeh. 

As foon as David received intelligence of this 
he led his army with all expedition againft the 
enemy, and coming up with them fooner than 
they expeéted, fell on with fuch vigour that up- 
wards of 40,000 were killed on the fpot, and 
their general Shobach, having received a mortal 
wound, died in the field of battle. 

In confequence of this fuccefs, feveral petty 
kings, who had affifted Hadadezer in his expe- 
dition, fearing worfe confequences might enfue, 
made peace with David, and became tributary 
to him; and even Hadadezer himfelf, being thus 
fortaken by his confederates, gave him affurance 
he would no longer efpoufe the caufe of the 
Ammonites. 

David, after being thus victorious, returned 
with his army to Jerufalem; but, in the be- 
ginning of the next fpring, he fenc Joab with a 
powerful army againft the Ammonites. This 
general was fo fuccefsful in his undertakings, 
that he drove all before him, deftroyed whatever 
came in his way, and at length laid fiege to the 
city of Rabbah, the capital of their country. 

While Joab was carrying on the fiege of 
Rabbah, David, though a perfon of great piety 

towards 





battle were obliged to appear abroad with one half of their 
beards fhaved, and the other half unfhaved. There were 
two reafons which caufed the eafterns of old, as well as at 
prefent, to look upon the beard as venerable: in the firft 


‘place they confidered it as a natural ornament defigned to 


diftinguifh men from women ; fecondly, it was the mark of 
a free man in oppolition to flaves: fo that, in every view, 
the infult of Hanun to the ambaffaders of David was ca- 
pital. It wasa violation of the law of nature, of hofpitdlis 
ty, and of the right of nations. 
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.. towards God, juftice with refpeét to man, and 
a ftri&t obferver of the laws and cuftoms deli- 
vered by his forefathers, became guilty of a great 
fin and offence againft his Divine Protector. As 
he was one evening walking on the top of his 
palace for the benefit of the air, he efpied a 
woman of moft exquifite fhape and beauty 
bathing herfelf in her garden. 

Struck with the fight of fuch an unexpected 
object, and hurried away by his paffion, he im- 
tnediately fent to inquire who fhe was, not know- 
ing that fhe was married, and hoping, undoubt- 
édly, that he might accomplihh his defires, with- 
out any violation of the religion and laws of his 
country, by adding her to the number of his 
wivés or concubines. Thus far there is little 
room for feverely cenfuring him; and yet during 
this uncertainty, whether or no he could lawfully 
obtain his wifhes, the paffion was increafing, as 
there occurred to his mind no confiderations, 
that immediately forbad him to indulge it. But 
he was foon informed of her name and circum- 
ftances, that fhe was Bathfheba, a married lady, 
the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite, who was a brave diftinguifhed officer at 
that very time in his fervice, and at the fiege of 
Rabbah, with Joab, the commander in chief. 
Had David, as he ought to have done, upon this 
advice, immediately checked his inclinations, and 
given up a purfuit, which he now could not but 
know was highly criminal, he would have been 
juftly celebrated for his felf-denial and modera- 
tion. But, hurried on and blinded by the excefs 
of his paffion, he immediately fent meffengers to 
her. She came, he purfued, fhe yielded, and 
facrificed her | onour and duty to the king’s in- 
clination, and thereby they incurred both of them 
the guilt and punifhment of adultery. 

Some time after this fhe found herfelf with 
child by David, and fent to inform him of the 
condition fhe was in, This threw them both 
into the greateft difficulties; and, after confider- 
ing what he fhould do to conceal their guilt, and 
avoid the fcandal, infamy, and punifhment, to 
which the difcovery of their criminal correfpon- 
dence might expofe them, he immediately fent 
for Uriah from the army, who had been abfent 
from home a confiderable time; hoping that he 
would allow himfelf in all the fatisfactions of do- 
meftick life, and that by this means their adulte- 
rous commerce might remain a fecret, and the 
fatal confequences, they apprehended from its 
being publicly known, might be effectually 
prevented. 

Uriah, being returned from the army, imme- 
diately waited upon the king; who, after inquir- 
ing how the general did, and then into the {tate 
of the army, and what progrefs they had made in 
the fiege, ordered him down to his own houfe to 
wait for his orders, and refrefh himfelf after his 
journey; and, as a token of his peculiar favour, 
fent him provifions for the entertainment of him- 
felf and family. Uriah was a rough foldier, and 
inured to all the difficulties of a camp; and, in- 
{tead of indulging himfelf with domeftick plea- 
fures, refufed to go home, and fpent the night 
amongft the guards of the palace, fleeping only, 
as the reft of them did, when they were relieved 
by turns from their duty. David being informed 
of Uriah’s conduct, upon hisnext audience, afked 
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him, what it was that prevented him, after the 
fatigues of his journey, from going down to his 
houfe and family ? Uriah bravely replied, that, 
as the ark of the Lord, Ifrael, and Judah, abode 
in tents, and Joab his general, and all the forces 
of the king, were encamped in the open fields, 
he thought it inconfiftent with his {tation and ho- 
nour to lodge in his own houle, to indulge him- 
felf in feafting, and converfe with his own wife ; 
and then bluntly fwore, by the king’s life, that 
he would do no fuch thing. 

This peremptory refufal greatly difconcerted 
the king’s meafures, and he ordered him to con- 
tinue amongft his guards for that day and the 
next, affuring him that he would fend him back 
the morrow after, with proper-difpatches for the 
army. The day before his departure, David 
treated him at his own table; and fuch are the 
low and {candalous fhifts, to which the confciouf- 
nefs of guilt reduces men, who would otherwife 
fcorn to fubmit to them, as that David made 
Uriah drunk; hoping, that when in liquor, he 
would naturally do, what he could not prevail 
with him to do when fober; return to his home, 
and cohabit with his wife. Bur, drunk or fober, 
Uriah was the fame, and he ftill continued with 
the king’s fervants and guards as before. 

‘There is no appearance, from any thing in 
the hiftory, thac Uriah had any fufpicion of 
what had paffed between David and his wife. 
Had the king imagined that Uriah had enter- 
tained any jealoufy of him on that account, he 
would fcarce have made him drunk at his own 
table, for fear that in his cups he fhould have 
blabbed out the fecret, and in his paffion re- 
proached him to his face. Much le{s, we think, 
would David have made him the bearer of the 
letter to Joab for his own deftruétion ; becaufe, 
had he thought Uriah jealous of his having de- 
bauched his wife, he would have naturally fuf- 
pected, that he would have been equally fuf- 
picious of the king's defign upon himfelf, and 
by opening the letter to Joab, might have pre- 
vented the treacherous and wicked defign againtt 
his own life, and expofed David’s injuftice 
and cruelty to the public deteftation and abhor- 
rence. 

David was now reduced to the utmotft diftrefs. 
All his arts to cover his guilt had entirely failed 
him, and his thoughts now fuggefted to him, 
that there was but one way left, to prevent the 
difcovery he dreaded, and fecure the partner of 
his crime from the vengeance of her hufband, 
and the punifhment of her adultery; and that 
was, to conceal one fin by committing a worte, 
and murdering the unhappy hufband, to prevent 
his revenging the infidelity of his wife. The 
meafure was refolved on, and treacheroufly exe- 
cuted; and, as tho’ he imagined it would be 
fome alleviation of his fin, he committed the 
murther to another hand, and fent Uriah back to 
Joab with the following letter. 


Ser ve Urtan in THE FOREFRONT OF THE 
HOTTEST BATTLE, AND RETIRE THERE FROM 
HIM, THAT HE MAY BE SMITTEN AND DIE. 


Joab was a fit hand to be employed in fuch an 
affair, and immediately obeyed his mafter’s or- 
der ; for as he went to reconnoitre the city, he 

obierved 
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obferved where the moft valiant foldiers weit 
emploved in the defence of it, and ordered Uriah 
to makean attack on that place; where, with fome 
few of the party under him, (being deferted by 
the reft, who had received private orders how to 
aét) he was killed by a fally from the garrifon, 
and thus facrificed, bravely fighting for the 
very perfon who had planned his deftruction. 

Joab immediately fent an exprefs with the news 
to David, who, upon hearing it, calmly wrote 
back to Joab, as tho’ every thing had beeh car- 
ried on with honour, according to the laws of 
war: The words of his letter were to this effect: 
© Lay not the lofs thou baft fuftained too much to 
‘ heart. The fword of war knows no diftinfion. 
© One as well as another, the commander as well as 
‘© she common foldier; the braveft and beft of men, 
© as well as the meaneft, are liable to fall by it. 
“ Maintain your courage, perfevere in your attack, 
© frengthen the parties you employ, and doubt not 
«of a f{peedy reduction of the city.” 

In the mean time Bathfheba, the wife of Uriah, 
being informed of her hufband’s death, lamented 
and mourned for him fome days, according to 
the cuftom of the country; but as foon as the 
time was elapfed for obferving that ceremony, 
David fent for her, and took her to wife, foon 
after which fhe brought him a fon. 

This is the account of David’s fall, as related 
by the facred hiftorian ; a fall attended with nu- 
merous circumftances of heinous aggravation, 
and the attempt to vindicate his condué, in any 
of the principal parts of this tranfaction, would 
be injurious to the laws of truth and virtue. But 
if there are any circumftances of alleviation, 
that can be fairly alledged, juftice and candour 


require, that they fhould be mentioned ; as well | 


as to own and admit others, that heighten his 
fault, and render him inexcufable. 


There are fome crimes peculiarly aggravated |} 


by previous deliberate fteps, that men take to 
commit them; when they lay fchemes to gratify 
bad paffions, and accomplifh purpofes they know 
to be injurious and difhonourable. David, in 
the beginning of this tranfaction, feems to be in- 
urely free from every charge of this kind. He 
did not fo much as know who fhe was, much lefs 
that fhe was a married woman, when he firft ca- 
fually faw her; and the paffion he conceived for 
her, might, for any thing he then knew, be law- 
ful, and fuch as he might, without any offence, 
indulge himfelfin the gratification of. And this 
would have been the cafe, under the difpenfation 
in which he lived, had fhe been a fingle perfon. 
David, therefore, tho’ very imprudently, and we 
think in fome degree criminally, did not delibe- 
rate upon an affair, which he faw no immediate 
reafon to prohibit him from purfuing; and there- 
by heightened that inclination, which he ought 
to have checked, as a good man, till he was fure 
he had a right to indulge it. By not doing this, 
it became too ftrong for his management; and 
when he had been informed who fhe was, yet, 


fired with the imagination; that the beautiful ob- | 


ject he beheld had raifed in his mind, all other 
confiderations at laft gave way, and he immedi- 
ately refolved to gratify his defires, at the expence 
of his confcience, honour, and duty. He in- 
fancly fends for Bathfheba, fhe immediately com- 
phed with him, and the whole affair feems to 
have been compleated the very evening it was 
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begun. -Every one muft fee, that as David had 
but little time for deliberation, it was not very 
likely, that in the finvall interval, between the 
rife of his paffion, and the gratifying it, one in 
his circumftances fhould be cool enough to ufé 
that deliberation, which was neceffary to bring 
him to himfelf, and reftrain him from the crimé 
he was hurried on to commit; and that thereforé 
his fin, thus far, had not that ageravation which 
it would have had, if there had been more timé 
and leifure for him to refieét, and had he pur- 
fued his criminal inclinations, after having feri- 
oufly and calmly weighed the nature and con- 
fequences of what he was about to do, and ufed 

as too many others in like cafes have done, fraud, 
perfidy, and force, to gratify them. 

To fay there was no time for any deliberation 
may be faying too much; for their is fcarce any 
fin fo fuddenly committed, but there are fome 
moments for reflection; but, in fome circum- 
ttances, men may be fo hurried away by a fudden 
guft of paffion, as that they may be wholly in- 
capacitated by it, rightly to improve thofe mo- 
ments. David had no time to prevent the firft 
rife of his paffion. It was as inftantaneous as the 
fight, and he might not think himfelf obliged 
to fupprefs it, till after he knew Bathfheba was 
Uriah’s wife ; fo that all the interval he could 
have for reflection was only that between his 
knowing who fhe was, and his actually poffeffing 
her; an interval too intirely engroffed by ima- 
gination and defire, to leave room fufficient for 
the exercife of reafon, or the influence of any 
good principles to reftrain him. If David and 
Bathfheba had been cafually together, a more 
fudden and violent guft of paffion could not have 
hurried him away, without allowing him fome 
time for deliberation, than what the attitude, in 
which he firft faw her, would have naturally ex- 
cited, and did actually excite ; which fwept away 
all confideration and refleé&tion before it, and 
drove him down a precipice, that well nigh 
proved his abfolute deftruction. 

We cannot help adding, that Bathfheba her- 
felf feems to have too eafily yielded to the king’s 
inclination, and thereby rendered it almoft 1m- 
poffible for him to fupprefsit. For the hiftory 
informs us, that David fext meffengers, and be re- 
ceived her, and foe came in unto him, and be lay with 
ber. Her compliance feems voluntary, unforced, 
immediate. She fhould have refufed his invita- 
tion. But fhe went, met his paftion, indulged 
it, without, as appears, any reluétance, without 
remonftrating againft David’s attempt upon her 
honour; and thereby prevented thofe reflections, 
that her denial and refiftence might have occafi- 
oned in him, and that might have made him fen- 
fible of the enormity of the crime, and preferved 
him from the commiffion of it. And how great 
foever this fin was, David is not the only inftance 
of men’s being unhappily betrayed in an evil 
hour, by the power of a fudden, and unexpected 
temptation. Too many inftances may be’ pro- 
duced, even of habitually good and virtuous per- 
fons, being drawn afide, in fome unguarded 
moment, and by the force of. an notiousnt oe 
ftrong temptation, into the commiffion of thofe 
fins, which, in other circumnftances, they would 
have trembled at, and abhorred the very mention 
and thought of. 

The firft crime thus committed, and the 

Yy dreaded 
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dreaded confequences of it appearing, the un- 
happy prince found himfelf involved in difficul- 
ties, out of which he knew not how to extricate 
himfelf. Confcious guilt, concern for his own 
character, regard for the honour of the fair part- 
ner of his crime, and even fear of his own, and 
her life ; (the punifhment of their adultery being 
death;) all united, to put him on forming fome 
contrivance, how to conceal, and to prevent the 
{candal of it from becoming public. Hence, all 
the little tricks and fhifts he made ufe of to in- 
tice the injured hufband to his wife’s bed, and 
father the fruit of their adultery upon him. Who 
can help pitying a great, and, we will venture to 
affirm, an hitherto virtuous prince, reduced to 
thefe wretched expedients, to prevent that pub- 
lic infamy, which he now apprehended to be near 
him, and dreaded the falling under ? 

But even thefe failed him. What muft he do ? 
Where can a man ftop, when once he is intangled 
in the toils of vice, and hath prefumptuoufly 
ventured into the paths of guilt? Bathfheba 
mult be preferved at any rate. His own honour 
was at ftake to prevent her deftruction, and he 
faw but one way left to fecure that end, which 
he thought himtelf obliged, at any hazard, to 
obtain. If Uriah lived, the muft inevitably 
die. Uriah could have demanded the punifh- 
ment, and feems to have been a foldier of that 
roughnefs of temper, and firmnefs of refolution, 
as that he would have profecuted his vengeance 
againft her t» the utmolt. The law was exprefs 
and peremptory. Which of the two muft be 
the victim? Cruel dilemma! It is at laft deter- 
mined that the hufband fhould be facrificed, to 
fave the wife, whom David’s paffion had made a 
criminal; and had he forfaken her in this dread- 
ful firuation,and left her to her punifhment, he 
would not .only have pronounced fentence of 
death againft himfelf, but been even ceniured as a 
montter of perfidioufnefs and bafenefs. But how 
was Uriah to be got rid of ? Poifon, affaffination, 
or fome fecret way of deftruction, were methods 
that eaftern princes were well acquainted with. 
David was above them’ all, and had a kind of 
generofity even in his very crimes. He caufes 
him to fall in the bed of honour, glorioufly 
fighting againft the enemies of his king and 
country : and having thereby got md of him, 
after Bathfheba had gone through the ufual time 
of mourning, he makes her his own wife, and 
thus fecures her from the penalty of death, to 
which he himfelf had expofed her. This appears 
to be the fad fituation to which he had reduced 
himfelf; and though we are far from mentioning 
thefe things to excufe David, or palliate his ag- 





+ This parable of Nathan’s is beautifully paraphrafed in 
a poetical produdtion, entitled the Poor Man’s Lamb, writ- 
ten by the Honourable Anne, countefs of Winchelfea. Af- 
ter mentioning the marriage of David and Bathfheba, and 
introducing the prophet Nathan to the king, the author pro- 
ceeds thus ; 


Hear me—the caufe betwixt two neighbours hear 

Thou, who for jultice doit the fceptre bear: 

Help the opptefs’d, nor let me weep alone 

For him, who calls for fuccour from the throne. 

Good princes for proteétion are ador’d, 

And greater by the fhield, than by the fword. 

Yiis Ccars the doubt, and now no more he fears 

Yue caufe hisown, and therefore ftays and hears: 
1 
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gd avated offences, yet the circumftances men- 
tioned excite our compafiion, carry in the nature 


| of the thing fome alleviation of the crime, and 


fhould ever be remembered to {often the pen that 
is drawing up the account of it. 

It will, however, be far better for us to look 
to our own hearts, and gain inftruction from this 
unhappy fall, than to aggravate its guilt, or to 
fuppofe it a juftification of our own vices. From 
the view of this mournful event, who can fail to 
acknowledge the fatal power of temptations, the 
hazards which the beft men run of finking under 
them, and the reafons they confequently have to 
add inceffantly vigilance to prayer in order to 
refift ic? On the other hand, we are taught 
from hence, that the greateft men were {till bur 
men; men capable of the higheft faults, and of 
the moft odious deviations; that, therefore, we 
ought to regulate our conduct folely by the laws 
of religion, and never, abfolutely ipeaking, by 
the example of any mortal whatever. When, 
moreover, we confider the moment in which Da- 
vid fell, how dangerous muft indulgence and 
foftnefs appear to us! How fenfible fhould we 
be of the neceffity and obligation we he under 
to be fo employed, as to give no rooin for the 
attacks of temptation, nor fuffer it to put our 
feeble virtue to the trial ! 


The conduét of David in marrying Bathfheba, 
and the means he took to obtain her, highly of- 
fended the Almighty, who, appearing to Nathan 
the prophet in a dream, ordéred him to inform 
David how much he was difpleafed with what 
he had done. Nathan, who wasa man of great 


| prudence, confidering within himfelf that kings, 


when angry, are prone to give way more to the 
dictates of paffion than reafon, refolved not to 
tell David, in plain terms, the wrath and threat- 
nings of God, but to difcover it to him in fuch a 
manner, that he fhould be under the neceffity of 
convicting himfelf. Accordingly, when he came 
before the king, he addrefled hnn in words to 
this effect: ‘ There were, (fays he) two men 
** who lived in the fame city: the one was rich 
© and poffeffed many affes, and great herds and 
“ flocks of oxen and fheep ; the other was poor, 
© and had but one little ewe lamb, which he 
“ had brought up, and nourifhed with his chil- 
*« dren. It happened that a ftranger came ta 
“¢ the rich man’s houfe, whom he was bound, by 
** honour, to entertain ; on whichhe fent a perfon 
“* to bring away by force the poor man’s ewe-lamb, 

«* which he dreffed and fet before his gueft.”’ 
As foon as Nathan had finifhed his parable +, 
the king exclaimed, ‘‘ A villain! to do fo bafe 
*¢ and 





‘When thus the prophet ;_—_—-_—- 

In a flowery plain 
A king-like man does in full plenty reign ; 
Caft round his eyes, in vain, to reach the bound, 
Which Jordan’s flood fets to his fertile ground : 
Counting his flocks, whilft Lebanon contains 
A herd as large, kept by his numerous fwains, 
Near to this houle a lowly cottage ftands, 
Built by the humbler owner's painful hands ; 
Fenc’d by a ttubble-roof from rain and heat, 
Secur’d without, within all plain and neat. a 
A field of {mall extent furrounds the place, 
In which one fingle ewe did {port and graze : 
This his whole ftock, till in full time there came 
To blefs his utmoft hopes, a {nowy lamb ; 

Which, 
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«© and unjuft an act. I would have him make 
« fourfold fatisfaction, and after that be put to 
se death.” ‘ Why then, fays Nathan, thou art 
« phe man, and out of thy own mouth haft thou 
«© pronounced judgment on thyfelf.” He then 
told him he had greatly deferved the Divine dif- 
pleafure, in offending that God who had made 
him king over all Ifrael, and Lord of the nations 
round about him; and who had feveral times 
delivered him out of the hands of Saul. That 
the Almighty had given him wives, whom he 
had lawfully married, and that for him to take 
away another man’s wife, and to betray her huf- 
band to the enemy, and to death, were crimes of 
the moft unpardonable nature. That God would 
chaftife him for this tranfgreffion, by caufing his 
women to be ravifhed in fight of the people ; fo 
that he who had committed fo great a fin in pri- 
vate fhould be brought to public fhame and pu- 
nifhment. He concluded with this prefage, that 
the fon of his unlawful amours fhould furely 
die. 

David, having received this meffage from 
God, by the mouth of Nathan, was thrown into 
the greateft confufion: he made an ample con- 
feffion of his guilt, and, in the moft fervent 
manner, implored pardon for the offence he had 
committed. Till this time he had lived in the 
fear of God, and, except in the cafe of Uriah, 
had never been guilty of any kind of wickednefs. 
Wherefore the Almighty was pleafed, upon his 
fincere repentance, to take compaffion on him, 
commanding Nathan to tell him, that he fhould 
not be put to death, neither fhould the fword 
depart from his family; but at the fame time he 
fhould be fenfible of thofe afflictions to which 
he would have been a ftranger had he not tranf- 
greffed, and that the child which fhould be born 
of Bathfheba fhould furely die. 

When Nathan had thus boldly and faithfully 
executed his commiffion, he left the king, and 
the leéture which he read him was worthy the 
dignity of a prophet’s character and ftation, and 
fuch as became the majefty of him to whom it 
was given. It was grave, ftrong, affecting, in- 
finuating and polite. The parable, in which he 
conveyed to him his meffage from God, is dreffled 
up with all the circumftances of art, tendernefs, 
and delicacy, to move compaffion, and, at the 
fame time, to force from him that dreadful fen- 
tence: ds the Lord liveth, the nan that hath done 
this thing foall furely die, becaufe be did this thing, 
and oe he bad no pity; thus drawing from 
him the fentence of his own condemnation, even 





Which, left the feafgn yet too cold might prove, 
And northern blaits annoy it from the grove, 

Or tow’ring fowl on the weak prey might feize, 
(For with his ftore his fears too much increafe) 
He brings it home, and lays it by his fide, 

At once his wealth, his pleafure, and his pride ; 
Still bars the door, by labour call’d away, 
And, when returning at the clofe of day, 

With one fmall mefs himfelf and that fuftains, 
And half his difhit fhares, and half his gains. 
2—— Wher to the great man’s table now there comes 
A lord as great, follow’d by hungry grooms: 
For thofe muit be provided fundry meats, 

The beft for fome, for others coarfer cates! 

One fervant, diligent above the reft, 

To help his matter to contrive the feat, 
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before he perceived it: But how home, how 
bold was thé application, when Nathan faid to 
the king : Zhou art the man Thou haft killed 
Uriah the Hittite with the fword, and haft taken 
bis wife. How dreadful alfo the fentence pro- 
nounced againft him by the order of God! Such 
as fhewed the heighth of his abhorrence of the 
crime, and of his difpleafure and indignation 
againft him that committed ir. But how did the 
unhappy offender receive this bold and fevere 
remonitrance ? Why no fooner, was the appli- 
cation made, but he falls under conviction, ac 
knowledges his offence againft God, and owns 
himfelf worthy of death; and the pfalm he 
penned on this occafion fhews the deep fenfe he 
had of the guilt he had contra&ted, and will be 
a memorial of the fincerity of his repentance 
throughout all generations.—See Pfalm li, 

It was not long before the laft part of the 
fentence pronounced on David for his tranfgrefs 
fions took place. Bathfheba was delivered of a 
fon, who, foon after its birth, was fuddenly taken 
i]. David was exceeding defirous of the child’s 
life, and hoping the fentence that it fhould die 
might not be abfolute, he greatly humbled him- 
felf, fafted, and lay all night on the ground, ac- 
knowledging the greatnefs of his offence, and 
humbly befeeching God, that, as an evidence of 
his being forgiven, and reftored to favour, he 
would be pleated to fpare the child’s life. The 
officers of the houfhold, pitying the king’s dif- 
trefs, and being apprehenfive he might injure his 
health, endeavoured to raife him from the prof» 
trate condition in which they faw him, and tried 
all they could to perfuade him to take fome proper 
refrefhmenct. But he would nor, by any means, 
yield to their entreaties. However, his humili- 
ation was in vain; for, on the feventh day after 
its birth, the child died. His fervants were fear- 
ful of apprizing him of this event, very natu- 
rally imagining, that as he was fo diftreffed while 
the child was alive, as not to be perfuaded by 
their intreaties, he would be much more in- 
confolable when he fhould hear that it was dead. 
However, the king foon perceived, by their 
whifpering with each other, what had happened, 
and afked them whether the child was dead ? 
They told him it was; upon which David im- 
mediately arofe from the earth, wafhed and 
anointed himfelf, put off his mourning habit, 
dreffed himfelf in his ufual manner, went to the 
tabernacle, and paid his adorations to God; after 
which he returned to his own houfe, ordered his 
table to be fpread, fat down, and refrefhed him- 
felf. 








So fed, fo lodg’d, it muit be princely fare ; 

And having this, my lord his own may fpare. 

In hafte he fends, led by no law but will, 

Not tointreat, or purchafe, butto kill, 

The meffenger arrives ; the harmlefs fpoil 

Unus’d to fly, runs bleating to the toil : 

Whilft for the innocent the owner fear’d, 

And, fure, would move, cou’d poverty be heard ! 
** Oh fpare, hecries, the product of my cares! 
My ftock’s increafe! the bleflings on my prayers ! 
My growing hope, and treafure of my life!” 
More was he {peaking when the murd’ring knife 
Shew’d him his fuit, tho’ jult, muft be deny’d, 
And the white fleece in its own fearlet dy’d ; 
While the poor helplefs wretch ftands weeping by, 
And lifts his hands for juftice to the tky. 


Extols the lamb, ’twas nourith’d with fuch care, t 
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felf. Wis fervants, furprized at his conduét, 
took the liberty of afking him, why he fafted 
and wept for the child whilft it was alive, and 
rofe from the ground, and eat his food, as foon 
as he heard it was dead? David told them, 
that whit the child was alive he fafted and 
wept, becaufe he could not tell but God might 
be fo far gracious to him as to preferve the 
child’s life; but that, fince it was dead, his 
fafting could be of no avail to reftore it to life, 
and that he muft follow the child to the grave, 
though the child could never return to hin. 

It may appear ftrange to fome that David 
fhould have been fo very defirous of the life of 
this child, fecing that if it had lived, it would 
certainly have been a vifible monument of his 
fin and guilt, But David was, in his nature, 
exceeding fond of children ; God had pardoned 
his fin, and he wifhed for the child’s life as a 
proof of ic; Uriah was dead; he was actually 
married to Bathfheba, and the child born in 
wedlock. Thefe, and other like circumftances, 
he might probably think, would, in fome mea- 
fure, leffon or cover the reproach that might 
otherwife have been caft upon himfelf and child 
for the Gin to which it owed its birth. And as 
Bathfheba feems to have been greatly concerned 
for the prefervation of its life, apprehending 
probably that fhould it die, David’s affection for 
her might be Icffened, and that he might upon 
more ferious reflection have intirely difmiffed her, 
as the occafion of the guilt he had contracted, 
and the punifhments that had been threatened to 
him upon account of it; his affection to her, add- 
ed to the other mentioned confiderations, might 
make him more ardently with for the child’s pre- 
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~ The word Solomon is properly derived from Sc/alom, 
which fignifies peace, intimating that his reign fhould be 
peaceable: but Nathan gave the name of Jedidah, which 
fignifies the Eclourd of God. ‘The fcriptures, however, never 
call him by this name, only by that of Solomon ; but for 
what reafon we cannottell, unlefs we may fuppofe that the 
people being long haraffed in’ war du:ing his father’s reign, 
might be pleafed with this name, and ufe it rather than the 
other to intimate their hopes and long defire of peace. And 
for this reaton, among others, it may be inferred, that Solo- 
mon was born after the conclufion of the Ammonitilh 17, 
though the facred hiftory takes occafion, from the death of 
Baththeba’s firit-born, to relate that event firft. Baththeba 
had {ome time after another fon, whom David called Nathan ; 
and it is in him that the two lines of Our Savicur’s genea- 
fogy unite themfelves, who on Joteph’s fide, defcended from 
Solomon, and on Mary’s from Nathan, See Marth.i. 6, 7. 
Luke iii, 31. 

§ The words in the text are, And he breughs forth the 
foople that avere therein, and put them under fares, wad vnder 
purrows of iron, and under axes of iron, and made them pal: 
through the brick-kilus: and thus did he unto all the cities gf 
the children of Ammen, As this treatment of the Ammo- 
nites (according to the literal fenfe of our verfion) may ap- 
gear fhocking to our readers, it may not be improper to in- 
torm them that the words will bear a much milder interpre- 
tation. They may be rendered thus: find he brought forth 
the people, and pui them to the far, and to iron barrows, and 
to axes of tron, and made them pals by, or to, the brict-lilis ; 
that is. he made chem fiaves, and put them to the mott fer- 
vile employments, fuch as fowing, harrowing, or making 
irow harrows, or mining, or hewing of wood, and making 
of bricks, The Syriac verfion is, be Aourd them ccith irsi 
ebaine, aud made them pafs before bim in proper companies at a 
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; fervatian, and earneftly pray Godto {pase it. But 
when the child was dead, he guierly acquiefacs, 
and immediately pays his devotions to God, the 
great difpofer of life and death ; and thus humbly 
ee to one part of the punifhment infliGed 
on him. 

Bathfheba was, for fome time, inconfolable 
for the lofs of her fon, during which David did 
all he could to comfort her and, alleviate her af- 
flictions. They again cohabired together, the 
confequence of which was, that, in the proper 
courfe of time, fhe had another fon, whom Da- 
vid called Solomon }, which fignifies peaceable, 
and whom God was pleafed to favour from irs 
earlieft infancy. David put him under the care 
of Nathan the prophet, who called his name Je- 
didah, that 1s, Geleved of the Lerd. 

During thefe occurrences Joab was carrying 
on the fiege of Rabbah, and, renewing his af- 
faults more or lefs every day, at length got pof- 
feffion of the works which fupplied the city with 
water. Having thus far diftreffed the enemy, he 
difpatched a meffenger to acquaint David, that 
the city was reduced to the utinoft extremity ; 
that it certainly could not hold out much lon- 
ger, and therefore he defired him to come in 
perfon, that he might have the honour of taking 
it, David, in conformity to his general's requeft, 
went with a ftrong reinforement, and in a short 
time made himfelf mafter of the place. ~ He 
took the king’s crown, which was of immenfe 
value, made all the inhabitants caprives §, and 
having pofleffed himfelf of abundance of rich 
{poil, returned with his army, in triumph to Je- 
rufalem. 


CHAP. 





time; be put them in, or to, the jaw, Se. and mada them pafs 
by the brick-kiln, In the Arabic verfion itis, he bound them 
all with chains, killing none of the Adimonitcs. This account 
is farther confirmed by the next claufe, shus did he unto all 
the cities of the children of Ammon; for, had he deftroyed all 
the inhabitants by thefe, or any other methods ef feverity, 
it would have becn an almott total extirpation of them: and 
yet we read of them afterwards as united with the Moabites, 
and the inhabitants of Seir, and forming a very large army 
to invade the dominions of Jehothaphat. It may he added, 
that if che punifhments infli@ed on thofe people were as fe~ 
vere a5 our verfion. reprefents them, they were undoubredly 
inflicted by way of reprifals. Nahath, the father of Hanun, 
in the wantonnefs of cruelty, would not admit the inhabi-~ 
tants of Jabefh-Gilead to furrender themfelves to him on 
any other condition than that of every one confenting ¢o have 
their right-eve thrift out, that he might lay it as a reproach 
upon all Urael. Uf, therefore, (fuppoting our tranflation to 
be the moit correct) thefe feverities of David were now ex- 
ercifed by way of retaliation for former cruelties of this na- 
ture, it will greatly leffen the horror that may be conceived 
on account of them, as well as, in fome meafure, jultify 
David’s uiing them. And as the facred writers, who have 
tranimitted this hilkory to us. do not pafs any cenfure on 
David for having exceeded the bounds of humanity in this 
punifhment of the Ammonites, we may reafonably conclude, 
either that the punithment was not fo fevere -as our verfion 
reprefents it, or that there was fome peculiar reafan that de- 
manded this exemplary vengeance, and which, if we were 
acquainted with it, would induce us to pafs a mote favour+ 
able judgment concerning it; or that the law of nations 
then iubtiting admited fuch kind of executions ‘upon very 
extraordinary provocution:, though there are fcarce any that 
can jultify them, ; as 
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XI. 


Amnon, David's eldeft fon, ravifoes his fifter Tamar, who, in ber diftrefs, flies to ber brother Abfan 


lom for protection. 


Abfalom revenges the injury done bis fier by murdering Aunons after which, 
to fecure himfelf from the refentment of bis father, he fies to Gefbur. 


He is at length reftored to 


favour by the contrivance of bis uncle Fonadab, affifted by an old woman of Tekoah. Abfalom 


engages in an open rebellion againf[ his father. 


with bis great friend and counfellor Abithophel. 


David leaves Ferufalem, and Abfalom enters it, 
Abfalom rejeiis Abithophel’s council, for which the 


latter is fo enraged that be bangs bimfelf. Abfalom engages the army of bis father, is defeated, 


and flain. 


AVID had been but a fhort time at Jeru- 

fale, after conquering the Ammonites, 
before a circumftance occurred in his family 
which gave him the greateft uneafinefs, and con- 
vinced him that the lofs of his firft fon by Bath- 
fheba was but the beginning of thofe forrows 
which Nathan the prophet had denounced againft 
him from the Lord for his late tranfgreffions ; I 
will raife up evil againft thee out of thine own 


oe 

avid had feveral fons, but only one daughter, 
a virgin, named Tamar, who was own filter to 
Abfalom, by Maacha, the daughter of Talmai, 
king of Gefhur. She was moft exaeuirey beau- 
tiful in her perfon, and poffeffed of every female 
accomplifhment. It happened that Amnon, the 
eldeft fon of David, by another queen, fell def- 
perately in love with her, and, having no expec- 
tations of accomplifhing his wifhes in obtaining 
her to wife, was fo inwardly afflicted, that he 
vifibly declined in his health, no perfon whatever 
fufpecting the caufe |. 

Jonadab, the brother of David, who had a 
particular friendfhip for Amnon, finding him 
thus fituated, enquired the caufe-of his illnefs, 
and afked what could occafion him fo to lan- 
guifh and pine away, when he was the king’s 
fon, and might therefore expect that his father 
would grant him every thing he could defire. 
Amnon frankly told him he was in love with 
Tamar, his brother Abfalom’s fifter ; upon which 
Jonadab advifed him to keep his bed, and to 
defire the king, when he came to vifit him, to 
permit his fifter to provide him fome iuftenance 





|| It is nacural to think that the paffion of love is no where. 
fo walting and vexatious, as where it is unlawful. A quick 
fenfe of guilt, efpecially where it is enormous, as in the pre- 
fent inftance, firikes the foul with horror; and the impoffi- 
bility of an innocent gratification loads that horror with def- 
peration. A conflict too cruel and ‘too dreadful for human 
bearing. Witnefs the two moft remarkable inftances of it 


found in hiftory ;.that of Antiochus for Stratonice.his mo-:| 


ther-in-law, and this of Amnon. for Tamar his fifter. In- 
deed that of Antiochus appears the lefs criminal of the two, 
inafmuch as he feemed determined to conceal his till death, 
and at the fame time to haften that death to prevent its pub- 
lication, had not the fagacity of his phyfician difcovered it. 
Though poffibly Amnon had ‘done the fame, had not the 
importunity of his falfe and fubtle friend Jonadab the fon 
of Shimeah, David’s brother, drawn the. fecret from him. 
Itis lamentable to think that the heirs of royalty, whofe 
Vartue is of infinitely mare confequence than that of meaner 
men, fhould yet be under more temptations to taint it from 
“ag 





in his prefence, that he might receive and eat it 

from her hands; whereby he might find an op- 

portunity of enjoying her according to his withes, 

in confequence of which, as the affair could 

ioe be remedied, he might be allowed to marry 
er. 

Amnon took his unele’s advice, and the king, 
not fufpecting any intrigue, readily confented to 
his fon’s propofal. He ordered Tamar toattend 
him, who immediately obeyed her father’s come 
mands, and provided for her brother fuch food 
as hewanted*. As foon as it was ready, Am- 
non ordered all the people who were in the 
room, except his fifter, to withdraw. This being 
done, Tamar went to his bedfide with the provi- 
fion, upon which he immediately laid hold of 
her, and plainly difcovering his intentions by 
beginning to ufe violence towards her, fhe cried 
out, Nay, my brother, do not force me: for no fuch 
thing ought to be done in Ifrael. Think of the in- 
famy it will bring on me; and as for yourfelf, 
you will be accounted throughout the nation a 
profligate fool, void of all honour, confcience 
and virtue. ‘* Speak to the king, and he will 
give me to you in marriage +.” But Amnon 
was deaf to all the remonftrances of his fifter, 


| and being ftronger than fhe, he violated her ho- 


nour, and impioufly indulged his own inceftuous 


| defires. 


- Amnon had no fooner obtained his unwarrant~ 
able wifhes of his fifter, than he conceived an 
abfolute averfion towards her, and the violence 
of his hatred was much ftronger than that of 
his former affection ; infomuch, that he bade her 

inftantly 





the poifon of infe€ious flatterers. 

* It feems to have the cuftom of antient times for ladies 
of the firft rank and fafhion to be well verfed in cookery, and 
employ themfelves, on proper occafions, in drefling food. 
Tamar had been brought up to this ; and Dr. Shaw affures 
us, that the greateft princes of the Arabians are not afhamed 
to fetch a lamb from the herd and kill it, while the princefs 
is impatient till fhe hath prepared her fire and her kettle to 
drefs it. . He farther obferves, that the Arabians are the 


'| farne people, except in their religion, that they were two or 


three thoufand years ago, not having embraced any novel. 
ties eitherin their drefs or behaviour. 

. +t Tamar could not but know that her marriage with Am- 
non, her half-brother, was forbidden by the law, and there- 
fore the feems to have faid this in her hurry and fright, hoping, 
by thefe means, co prevent her brother’s violence, and bring 
him to reafon, by. putting bim in mind, that if he really 
loved her, he might obtain her in a more honourable way, 
and marry her even by David’s confent. 

, Zz 
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inftantly arife and be gone t, Tamar told him 
he could have no reafon for treating her in fo 
¢ruel a manner, and that it did not become him 
to make the firft injury he had done a pretence 
for doing her a much greater, by .expofing her 
to public infamy and reproach. But Amnon 
was not to'be foftened, and therefore, calling one 
of his fervants, he ordered him to turn her out 
of doors. Put now, faid he, this woman from 
mc, and bolt the door after her. The fervant did 
as he was ordered, upon which Tamar rent the 
variegated robe with which fhe was dreffed, threw 
afhes upon her head, and laying her hand upon 
it went crying through the ftreets to the houfe of 
her brother Abfalom. As foon as Abfalom faw 
his fifter’s diftreffed fituation he fufpected what 
had happened, and faid to her, What! bath.Am- 
non thy brother been with thee? Say nothing of 
the affair, my filter; as be is thy brother, lay it 
not to heart, but bear the injury with patience, 
As Tamar could feck no remedy herfelf the was 
obliged to be content with her brother Abfa- 
lom’s advice, in whole houle fhe fechuded her- 
felf from all company, bewailing the wretched 
ftate into which fhe had unhappily and unwa- 
tingly fallen. 

Abfalom was not of a temper to brook the in- 
qury done to his fitter. He mortally hated Am- 
non on account of it; but concealed his intended 
revenge till a proper opportunity fhould offer, 
faying nothing to his brother either by way of 
civility or reproach. In the mean time David, 
having heard of the circumftance, was greatly 
afflicted ; but as Amnon was his eldeft and moft 
beloved fon, he did not think proper to expofe 
him by public punifhment, though, at the fame 
time, there is no doubt but he feverely chattifed 
him for his conduét in private. 

_ About two years after this infamous conduct 
of Amnon, his brother Abfalom intended to 
give a feaft at his eftate in Baal-Hazor, near E- 
phraim, en account of the fhearing of his fheep, 
which was cujtomary, and always held as a time 
of feftivity and joy. On this occafion Abfalom 
invited all his brethren to the entertaininent, and, 
applying himfclf to the king, intreated, that he 
alfo, with his attendants, would favour him with 
their company. ‘To this, however, David, 
though ftrongly urged, would by no means con- 
fent, but fottencd his refulal by bleffing Abfalom, 
and wifhing him profperity. As Amnon ap- 
pears to have been yet under the king’s difplea- 
fure, and under -confinement by his father’s or- 
der, Abfalom particularly afked, the king’s leave 
that his brother Amnon might be permitted to 
attend them. David feemed unwilling to con- 
dent to this requeft, faying, Why fhould be go with 





+ Interpreters feem to be at a great lofs to find out the |! 


reafon, why Amnon’s love to his fier fhould fo foon be 
converted into fuch an hatred, as to make him aét fo rudely, 


4o. brutally towards her; but it is no uncommon thing for | 


men of violent and irregular paffions-to pafs from one ex-~ 
treme to another. he thame, which accompanies every 
bafe action, the remorfe and repentance, arid -many ‘bad 
confequences, that immediately purive it, makes a recoil in 
every man’s temper; and therefore it is no wonder, that a 
libidinous young man, who would not fpare fo much ba his 
own filter, fhould, after the enjoyment of her, and when 
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thee? Don’t afk my confent to it. However, 
on Abfalom’s farther preffing him, he at length 
allowed him to accompany the reft of his bre- 
thren, little fufpeting that, as he had been him- 
felf invited, Abfalom could have any intention 
of deftroying Amnon. 

Abfalom, having now got his brother into his 
poffeffion, had the defired opportunity of -execu- 
ting his long-intended revenge on him for the 
difhonour he had done his fifter Tamar. He 
accordingly gave orders to his fervants who at~ 
tended the feaft, that as foon as they faw Amnon 
grow warm and merry with drinking, . they 
fhould, upon his giving them notice, immedi-~ 
ately difpatch him; affuring them, that as they 
acted by his commiand, he would juftify and pro- 
tect them. Have not I commanded you, faid he; 
be courageous and valiant. Do not be afraid, 
but execute my orders with firmnefs and refo- 
lution. 4 

The fervants of Amnon did as they were com- 
manded, and as foon as the king’s other fons faw 
their brother murdered, they immediately arofe 
from the table, fled every one upon their own 
mule, and made the beft of their way to Jerufa- 
lem. But before their arrival there, a report 
had been fpread through the city, and reached 
David himfelf, that Abfalom had flain all ‘hig 
fons, and that not one of them had efcaped the 
flaughter. This apprehenfion put David into 
the greateft agony, and tearing his garments, he 
threw himfelf on the earth; all his fervants 
ftanding round him with their cloathes rent, ex- 
preffing their concern and grief on fo mournful 
an occafion, 

But Jonadab, Amnon’s friend, who gueffed 
what the real fact was, immediately fet the af- 
fair right, by telling the king he need not dif- 
trefs himfelf by fuppofing that all his fons were 
cut off, for that Amnon only was killed, Abfa- 
lom having declared that he would be thus re- 
venged on Amnon from the very day he had vi- 
olated the chaftity of his fifter Tamar. He 
therefore begged the king to moderate his grief, 
fince Amnon was the only.perfon who had loft 
aN life, and that the reft of his fons were all 
fafe. i 

While Jonadab was thus endeavouring to 
comfort the king, the centinel who was placed 
without the gates of the city to give notice of 
all perfons coming to Jerufalem, gave informa- 
tion that there was a great number of people 
coming behind the poft where he was ftationed, 
and by the. hill fide; upon which Jonadab im- 
mediately faid to the king, Bebold, the king’s fons 
come: as thy fervant faid, foitis. We had no 
fooner faid this, than they all arrived, and’ on 

coming 





| the ardour of his luft was fatishied, be feized with a contrary 
|| paffion, and hare the object he loved fo much before, when 
he came cooly to compare the pleafuré andthe fin togethers 
the fhortnefs of the one, and the heinoufnefs of the others 
ij He hared his fitter, when he thould have hated hintfelf; "and, 
t| as this outrageous treatment of het made it impoffible for hi 
guitt ‘to be concealed, fo it appeats as if Providence had 
abandoned him to the tumlile of ‘his thtempetate mind, ¢b 
purpofe to mike ‘the. punifhiient of David's adultery “more 
fragrant, arid rhe prophet's’predittion of raifng up “evil i 
Bim out of his own boufe, more confpicuous vs 
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coming into David’s prefence they immediately 
burft into tears, which drew frefh tears from Da- 
vid and all his attendants. 

In this affaflination of Amnon David could 
not but fee the farther juft retaliation of Provi- 
dence for his own aggravated fin in the murder 
of Uriah, and the recollection of it mutt greatly 
enhance the bitternefs of his grief, open afrefh 
the wounds of his confcience, renew his repent- 
ance before his offended God, and caufe him to 
deprecate the further effects of his difpleafure. 

With refpect to Abfalom, after he had mur- 
dered his brother he immediately fled to Tal- 
mai, king of Gefhur, his grandfather, with whom 
he was fafe from the effects of his father’s dif- 
pleaiure, and intended to continue there till he 
could find out fome means to pacify his anger, 
and be reftored to his favour and prefence. He 
abode here full three years, in which time Da- 
vid’s grief for the lofs of Amnon fubfided, and 
as he could not be recovered to life, his affection 
co his banifhed fon began to revive, he wifhed 
to be reconciled to him, and wanted to find out 
fome method whereby he might be induced to 
recall him from his exile, and bring him back 
again to Jerufalem. een : 

Joab, perceiving the inclinations of the king, 
and his uneafinefs at the long abfence of Abfa- 
lom, took the following method to engage him 
to order his return to the city and court. He 
fent to Tekoah (a city about twenty miles from 
Jerufalem) for a woman who was remarkable 
tor her prudence, and whom he knew he could 
truft with the management of the affair on 
which he intended to fend her to the king. He 
ordered her to perfonate the character of a wi- 
dow woman in great diftrefs, to put on her 
mourning habit, not to anoint herfelf with oil §, 
nor do any thing for the ornament of her perfon, 
but to appear in all refpedts as one that had 
been long mourning for a dead fon. He then 
informed her of the nature of the complaint fhe 
was to make, and how fhe was to apply it when fhe 
found fhe had moved the royal compaffion to- 
wards her; having done which he fent her to 
the king, not doubting but by this artful ma- 
nagement he fhould bring over David to his 
defign, and ingratiate himfelf with Abfalom by 
procuring his reftoration. ; ; 

The woman, according to Joab’s inftructions, 
went to the court, and having obtained an au- 
dience of the king, proftrated herfelf before 
him, and earneftly implored his help. He afked 
her what was her complaint? She told him fhe 
had Joft her hufband, and was a diiconfolate 
widow ; that fhe was left with two fons, who 
having quarrelled in the field, and there being 
no perfon prefent to part them, one of them was 
unhappily killed by the other.. On this account 
(laid fhe) the whole family of the deceafed is 
tifen up againft thine handmaid, demanding 
that he who killed his brother fhould be deli- 


vered up to them, that they may put him to 
death for having taken away his brother's life, 
that by. deftroying the heir they may divide his 
inheritance among them. Thus will they 
quench my coal which is left, and not leave to 
my deceafed hufband either name, or remainder, 
on the face of the earth. 

David, (moved with compaffion at the wo- 
man’s ftory, and finding, by her account, there 
were fome alleviating circumftances in the cafe, 
that he might be fain without premeditated de- 
fign and malice, that there were not any wit- 
neffes who could prove his being wilfully mur- 
dered as the quarrel happenedin a field where no 
one was prefent but themfelves, that two wit- 
neffes were neceffary by the law in cafes of mur- 
der, and that the profecution was carried on 
rather with a defire to ftrip the poor family of 
its patrimony than from any regard to juftice) 
immediately faid to the woman, “ Return home, 
and J will give orders according to thy defire.”” 

The woman, to remove any fcruple the king 
might have for refcuing her fon from the avenger 
of blood, faid to him, “ My Lord, O king, if 
“* there be any fin in thy preferving him from 
*¢ death, Jet the punifhment of it fali on me, and 
|“ on my father’s houfe, but the king and bis 

“<< ghrone be guiltlefs.’ David told her, that if 
any perfon {poke to her on the affair fhe fhould 
bring him before him, and he would prevent him 
from giving her any farther trouble. The wo- 
man, not yet feeming fully fatisfied, faid to him, 
Let the king remember the Lord thy God, and let 
me befeech thee, by his mercy, that thou wilt 
not fuffer the avenger of blood to make any 
farther deftruction in my family, and after I have 
loft one fon, to take away the life of the other. 
Vhe king, to give her the fulleft affurance of 
faving him that fhe could defire, fwore by the 
living God that he would protect him from all 
danger. As the Lord liveth, faid he, there fhall 
not one hair of thy fon fall to the earth. 

It appears by David’s. anfwers to the widow 
that he did not yet guefs at the drift of her coms 
plaint to-him, and had not made the leaft appli- 
cation of it to his own caile; though the cir- 
cumftances of her ftory, of one brother's killing 
the other, of the avenger of blood, and deRroy~ 
ing the heir, might have naturally created in him 
fome fufpicion of her real motives. However, 
fhe had artfully prepared the way to difcover it 
to him, as fhe had got him to promife, that he 
would preferve her living fon from the avenger 
of blood, and to fware that no harm fhould come 
to him for the crinte with which he was charged ; 
as fhe had brought to his mind the mercy of 
God, and thereby infinuated, that as he fat on 
God's throne, he had the example of God him- 
felf to juftify him in extending mercy, on parti- 
eular occafions, to perfons who had forfeited 
their lives to juftice, by taking away the lives of 
others. Eiaving done all this, fhe next begs the 
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§ Ointments were in great efteem and conftant ufe among 
the antients, as the means of cléanlinefs, and ‘to give a grate- 
fal odeur to their bodies, as thefe cintments were mixed up 
with the richeft perfumes. At their feftivals, efpecially s her he v 
amongit the rich and profperous, they uféd them for the re- }} only hope of continuing her hufband’s name and fain: ty 3 as 
frethment of their guefts, and to render the entertainment |{ a burning coal, when a perfon has but one left, is the only 
more acceptable and delightful. But as great affli€@tion an means of preferving the firs. 


diftrefs naturally create negligence of perfon and drefs, they 
forbore anointing themfelves at fuch Jeafons, as inconfiftent 
with the condition of mourners. 


f| She compares her fon toa live coal, becaufe he was the. 
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king to indulge her in what fhe had further to 
offer to his confideration ; which being granted, 
fhe proceeded in words to this effect: ** Since 
“thou haft granted this favour to thine hand- 
“© maid, that the avenger of blood fhall not pur- 
© fue my fon to deftruction, why wilt thou deny 
“ the fame grace to thine own fon, to the preju- 
“dice of the whole people of God? In ex~ 
“ tending your compaffion to me, you feem to 
«blame your own condué, in not reicuing your 
‘© fon from the avenger of blood, and reftoring 
“him from his banifhment. Weare all natu- 
«< rally fubje€&t to death, and, when dead, our 
“¢ lives are no more capable of being recovered 
«* chan water that is fpile upon the ground, and 
« can the deceafe or banifhment of thy living 
“ fon recover to life him that is already dead? 
“ God himfelf doth not take away the life of 
‘“¢ the flayer *, but hath contrived the means for 
« his fatety, and that though banifhed for a 
«« while, he may not be for ever driven from his 
“« prefence. I have therefore prefumed to fpeak 
“ of this affair unto my Lord the king, efpeci- 
« ally as I have been terrified by the murmurs 
*< of the people, who are grown uneafy at the 
“ continued banifhment of the king’s fon, and 
“ becaufe I encouraged myfelf to hope, that he 
« would grant the requeft of his handmaid in 
“© his behalf. I doubted not but, if the king, in 
“«« his great clemency and mercy, would deliver 
«© me from the hands of the man, who would 
« deftroy me and my fon together out of the 
«< inheritance of God, he would give me a fa- 
« yourable anfwer with refpect to his own, as it 
« will give great fatisfaction to all his people ; 
“ for as an angel of God, fo is my lord the king 
‘< ready to attend the voice of mercy, as well as 
« the demand of juftice ; and let thy Lord be 
“ continually with thee to direct and profper 
« thee.” 

From the whole management of this affair it 
appears evident that the woman was a perfon of 
diftinguifhed fagacity, and well acquainted with 
the nature of the human heart. Her arguments, 
if not always conclufive, are very plaufible, and 
by drawing in the king, by the dictates of her 
compaffion, folemnly to promife h's protection 
to her fon, the awakened all his pity and tender- 
nefs towards his own, and almott engaged him, 
before he was aware of himfelf, to bring him 
from his exile, and reftore him to favour. 

David, upon this application of the widow, im- 
mediately perceived, that fhe had been tutored in 

_ her leffon by fome of his courtiers, to make this 
attempt for the reftoration of Abfalom, and there- 
fore commanded her to anfwer him plainly the 
queftion he was going to afk her ; and when fhe 
had promifed. to obey him, he faid to her: Is not 
the band of Joab with thee in all this? Is not this 
whole affair his contrivance? and is not he the 
perfon, who hath fent you to me on this errand ? 
She immediately replied, As thy foul liveth, my 
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* The law had provided, not only that the flayer fhould 
be fafe from the avenger of blood in one of the cities of re- 
fuge, but chat after the death of the high-pricit he fhould 
yeturn from the place of hits retreat into the land of his inhe- 
ritance ; and the argument which the woman makes ufe of 
to induce David to pardon and recall his fon was, that God 
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lord the king, no evafion whatfoever can conceal 
the truth from my lord the king. It is even as 
thou haft faid ; for thy fervant Joab commanded 
me, and put all that I have now fpoken into the 
mouth of thy handmaid ; that by reprefenting the 
cafe of my fon, and obtaining protection for him, 
I might put the king in mind of his own fon, anil 
induce him, by the goodnefs of his nature, to for- 
give him his offence, and recall him from ba- 
nifhment. ‘“ The wifdom of my lord (faid the) 
“is like that of an angel, for he knows every 
‘“* thing that pafles throughout the whole land.” 

Joab was in waiting to know what would be 
the event of the widow’s reprefentation, and 
being called in by the king, David told him he 
had granted his requeft, and ordered him to go 
immediately, and bring back Abfalom to Jeru- 
falem. Joab proftrated himfelf before the king, 
and thanked him for this inftance of his good- 
nefs, adding, ‘ ‘This day hath thy fervant had 
“ the fulleft affurance of my lord the king’s 
“ great regard for him, in fo gracioufly vouch- 
“ fafing to anfwer his requeft.”” Having faid 
this, he immediately fet out for Gefhur, and foon 
returned with Abfalom to the city. The king, 
however, refufed to fee his fon, and gave orders 
that he fhould ftri€tly confine himfelf to his own 
houfe, where he remained for two years, without 
being once admitted into the prefence of the 
king his father. 

Abfalom, with refpect to his perfon, was one 
of the handiomeft men in the kingdom: there 
was not a fingle blemifh in him from the fole of 
his foot to the crown of his head, fo that he was 
held in admiration by all who faw him. He was 
remarkable for hair, both for the thicknefs and 
length of it, and which grew fo heavy and bur- 
thenfome to him, that he was forced every year 
to poll his head. He had three fons, befides a 
daughter, named Tamar, who was one of the 
mott handfome and lovely of her fex. 

As Abfalom was naturally of a lively and en- 
terprizing difpofition, he could not tell how to 
digeft the confinement under which his father 
had placed him. He looked upon himfelf as 
heir to the crown, and might probably fufpect, 
from his father’s long refutal to be reconciled to 
him, that he intended to exclude him from the 
fucceffion, and to fubftitute one of his brothers 
in his ftead. This, indeed, he well deferved for 
the murder of his brother Amnon, and there is 
little room to doubt but this was what David 
had determined in his own mind, after he had 
feen fuch an inftance of his perfidious and re- 
vengeful temper. Abfalom, therefore, wanted 
to enjoy his full liberty, that he might be able 
to take the proper meafures for defeating his 
father’s purpofes, and fecuring to himfelf the 
fucceffion to his throne: 

After Abfaiom had been confined in his own 
houfe for the {pace of two full years, he one day 
fent for Joab, to defire him to wait on the king, 

in 





had not only appointed a place of refuge for the flayer, where 
he might be fecure from vengeance, byt alfo limited the 
timeof his confincment to that place, after which he was to 


’ return to, and be put into full pofleffion of, his inheritance 5 


thereby infinuating, that having fuch an example, he might 
and ought to pardon and recall his fon. 
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in order to, obtain leave to fee him, that he 
wight be fully reftored to his favour. Joab either 
fuppofing that fuch an application would not be 
agreeable to the king, or from fome difguft he 
had taken to Abfalom himfelf, refufed to come 
near him. This highly provoked Abfalom, who 
was refolved to take more effectual methods to 
procure an interview with Joab, and as their two 
eftates were contiguous to each other, he ordered 
his fervants to burn down a field of barley be- 
longing to the general. The fervants obeyed 
his orders, and when Joab was informed of the 
injury that had been done him, and by whom, he 
immediately went to Abfalom to complain of 
it, and to afk the reafon why he had deftroyed 
his corn. Abfalom without making any farther 
apology, anfwered, it was becaufe he would not 
come, after his repéated defire to fee him: thathe 
wanted him to wait upon the king his father, to 
whom he might reprefent that his being re- 
called from Gefhur gave him but little fatis- 
faction, and that it would have been a lefs pu- 
nifhment to him to have continued there, than 
to be fo near the king, and yet wholly excluded 
from his prefence : that fince his return to Jeru- 
falem his conduét had been unblameable, and 
that if in any thing he had behaved contrary to 
his allegiance and duty to the king, he willingly 
fubmitted to be put to death. _ 

Joab immediately carried this meffage to the 
king, who ordered Abfalom to be brought into 
his prefence. Joab accordingly returned to Ab- 
falom, and bringing him with him to the palace, 
introduced him to David. As foon as Abfalom 
faw his father he proftrated himfelf on the 
ground ; upon which David immediately raifed 
him up and kiffed him, in token of his having 
forgiven what was paffed, and that he was 
reconciled to him for the time to come. 

Abfalom, finding himfelf now more at liberty 
to purfue his ambitious fchemes, refolved to fe- 
cure the crown by the moft unnatural and cri- 
minal meafures, namely, either by forcing his 
father to admit him toa fhare in the government 
during his own life, or, by an impious rebellion, 
to deprive him both of his life and crown, if he 
could not fecure the kingdom without it. Soon 
after his reconciliation with his father he took on 
him the ftate of the king’s eldeft fon and heir, 
prepared himfelf a pompous equipage of chariots 
and horfes, and was attended by a guard of fifty 
men, who were to run before him whenever he 
appeared in public. To ingratiate himfelf with 
the people, he rofe early in the morning, that he 
might have the fewer to obferve his conduct, and 
placing himfelf in the way that Jed to the king’s 
palace gate, if he faw any perfon that had a fuit 
depending going to the king for his determi- 
nation in the affair, Abfalom familiarly called to 
him, and faid; Of what city art thou? when the 


perfon informed him that he was of fuch a city, | 


belonging to fuch a tribe, Abfalom faid, Be fure 
that the tufinefs on which you come is fair and juft, 
tho’ I am forry to tell you, shere is no perfon ae- 
puted from the king to bear you, adding, the 
more effectually to gain their efteem, and to 
inftil an ill opinion into them of the negli- 
gence of his father’s government, if any one 
could procure hin to be made a judge in the 
land, that every one who had any fuit or caufe 
16 


From the Duatu of Mosss, to the buthding of SoLoMon’s TEMPLE. 


185 


depending and came before him, he would im- 
mediately hear and do him juftice; hereby ca- 
citly reproaching his father for not advancing 
hirn to the feat of juftice, and thereby defraud- 
ing his people of the fervices he was able and 
difpofed to do them. Whenever any perfon 
came to pay his refpects to him as the king’s fon, 
he took him by the hand, and familiarly embra- 
ced and kiffed him, in token of his great regard 
and affection for him. This was his behaviour 
to all that came to the king for the decifion of 
their caufes, whatever tribe they belonged to ; 
by which mezns he wound himfelf into the af- 
fection and efteem of many of the people, weak- 
ened their loyalty to the king, and prepared 
them to join with him, and fupport him in his 
intended ufurpation of his father’s crown and 
kingdom, i 

Having, by thefe means, fecured confiderablée 
numbers in his intcreft amongft all the tribes of 
Ifrael, he refolved to put in execution the im- 
pious fcheme he had projected; a fcheme in 
which he was affifted and encouraged by Ahi- 
thophel, David's chief counfellor, and probably 
in revenge for the injury done to Bathfheba, who 
was daughter to Elam, the fon of Ahithophel. 
In order to accomplifh his defign, Abfalom 
mafked his treaflon with the pretence of piety. 
He told the king he had made a vow whilft he 
continued at Gefhur, that if God would pleafe 
to bring him again to Jerufalem, he would offer 
to him a folemn facrifice of thankfgiving at He- 
bron: he therefore entreated permiffion to go 
thither to perform the vow he had made, upon 
which the king, not having any fufpicion of his 
difloyalty and treafonable intentions, readily 
gave him leave, and wifhed him profperity. 

Abfalom, having thus obtained permiffion 
from his father to go to Hebron, took his leave, 
and prepared himfelf for the journey. Burt, pre- 
vious to his departure, he fent his emiffaries, 
whom he had drawn into the confpiracy, to all 
the principal towns and cities of the tribes of 
Iirael, ordering them, upon a fignal given 
(namely, the found of a trumpet) to proclaim 
him king, and to repair, with all the forces they 
could colleét, to his ftandard at Hebron. 

When Abfalom left Jerufalem under the pre- 
tence of offering a facrifice, he invited two hun- 
dred men, probably fome of the principal citi- 
zens, to go with him and partake of the feaft. 
They attended him out of refpect as the king’s 
eldeft fon, but without the leaft knowledge of his 
intentions, or any thoughts of joining him in 
the unnatural confpiracy againft his father: and 
as they were perfons of integrity, and attached 
to David and his government, their waiting on 
Abfalom to partake of his facrifice at Hebron 
could not create any fufpicion in the king of his 
fon’s treafonable defign. However, the attend- 
ance of fuch a body of refpectable perfons fron} 
the capital could not but add fome credit to the 
caufe, and greatly encourage the confpirators, 
who would naturally imagine they were Abfa- 
lom’s friends, and difpofed to countenance and 
fupport him in all his meafures. This ftep was 
probably taken by Ahithophel’s advice, not only 
to prevent any jealoufy that might have arifen 
in David’s mind of his fon’s treachery, but to 
deprive him of the affiftance af fuch a large 
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number of his friends, by drawing them from 
the city, and when in his power, feducing them 
by fraud, or fercing them by threats, to join in 
the confpiracy at Hebron, and thus to propagate 
the belief that the difaffection to David was gene~ 
ral even in Jerufalem icfelf, which would not fail 
to receive Abfalom, as foon as he fhould have 
forces fufficient to appear before it. 

Soon after Abfalom arrived at Hebron he fent 
for Ahithophel, who came from Giloh, the city 
where he lived, while the facrifices were offering. 
The prefence of Ahithophel greatly encouraged 
the confpirators, the number of whom conti- 
nually increafed from the daily refort of thofe 
whom Abfalom’s emiffaries had corrupted among 
all the tribes of Ifrael. Some of the friends of 
David, who were with Abfalom at Hebron, dif- 
patched a meffenger to Jerufalem, to inform 
him, that Abfalom had gained the affeétions of 
great numbers of the people, throughout all the 
tribes of Ifrael, that they had proclaimed him 
king, and would foon march to take poffeffion of 
the capital. 

When David received this intelligence, not 
having a fufficient number of forces about him 
to defend the city againft the rebel army, he 
fummoned all his attendants that were with him 
in Jerufalem, and faid to them, Let us-immedi- 
ately make our efcape, to prevent our falling 
into the hands of Abfalom ; left he come on us 
fuddenly, and furprize us in the city, and put us 
and all the inhabitants to the fword. They an- 
fwered, they were all ready to obey his orders, 
and would follow him whitherfoever he fhould 
lead them. He immediately departed from the 
city on foot, attended by all his family, (except 
ten of his inferior wives whom he left behind to 
take care of the palace) his houfhold, and a great 
number of the inhabitants of Jerufalem. ‘lhe 
whole body of his guards marched on each fide 
of him, for the protection of his perfon, and the 
Cherethites, Pelethites, and Gittites +, went be- 
fore to prevent any furprize. 

After proceeding fome. way from the city, 
David, feeing Ittai, the Gittite, (who attended 
him with his followers out of gratitude for the 
protection that had been given him as an exile 
from his native country) was greatly furprized at 
fo diftinguifhed an inftance of his affection and 
fidelity, and therefore addreffed him in words to 
this effect: “ Why, faid he, fhould you run 
«© any hazard by attending me? you had better 
*¢ return to your houfe at Jerufalem, and abide 
«© with Abfalom,who will give you nodifturbance, 
as he knows you are a ftranger and an exile 
from your own country. As you came buta 
** very fhort time ago to Jerufalem, you are 
‘© under no obligations to accompany me in my 
wanderings. I muft go where I can finda 
retreat, and Providence will direct me; but I 
defire you not to expofe yourfelf on my ac- 
count. Return, and take your friends and 
followers with you, and God reward the affec- 
tion and fidelity you have fhewn me.” But 
Ittai generoufly replied, 4s the Lord liveth, and 
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+ Thefe Gittites were the 600 men who had followed Da- 
vid’s fortune from Gath. ‘They were headed by one Ittai, a 
.Gittite, who had been a fhort time before obliged to quit 
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as my lord the king liveth, furely in what place my 
lord the king foall be, wkether in death or life, even 
there alfo witb thy fervant be. be: na 

David, finding Ittai refolute in his determina- 
tions, ordered him to. pafs over the brook Ki- 
dron, which he immediately did with all his 
followers, and the little ones that were with 
him. After him paffed David’s attendants, and 
laft of all, the king himfelf, making their way 
towards.the wildernefs; and as they paffed-along 
the people of the country, feeing their king 
forced into exile by an ungrateful and unnatural 
fon, expreffed their grief by the loudeft lamen- 
tations. 

After David had paffed the brook Kidron, he 
was joined by Zadok the prieft, and all the Le- 
vites, who brought with them the Ark of the 
Covenant of God, in order to encourage the 
king by having this emblem of the Divine Pre- 
fence with him, and that he might the more rea- 
dily confult it in every exigence of his affairs. 
They fet it down where the king halted; but 
David no fooner faw it, than he ordered Zadok 
to carry it back, expreffing his piety and refig- 
nation to the will of God in words to this effect: 
“If, faid he, God is pleafed to favour me with 
«¢ his protection, and deliver me from mine ene- 
*« mies, he will bring me back again to Jerufa- 
© lem, that I may fee the Ark, and revifit his 
*¢ habitation. But if it fhould be his pleafure 
* to rejeé&t me, as one whom he no longer ap- 
“* proves and favours, here I am, I fubmit to 
«* his pleature, let him do to me as feemeth good 
“to him.” 

As David was well acquainted with Zadok’'s 
fidelity, fagacity and prudence, he determined 
to make the beft ufe of it he could to his own 
advantage; and therefore faid to him, “ As thou 
** art a feer, aman of intebligence and wifdom, 
“¢ go quickly back to Jerufalem, and take Ahi- 
«© maaz thy fon, and Jonathan the fon of Abia- 
** thar, along with you, and I will tarry in the 
“* plain of the wildernefs, near the paffage over 
« Jordan, till I am certified by you of what 
“ paffeth in the city.” Onthis, Zadok and A- 
biathar carried back the Ark to Jerufalem, where 
they continued till the rebellion was entirely fup- 
preffed. 

After David had thus prudently provided for 
receiving the neceffary intelligence rol the city, 
he proceeded fome way farther in the wildernefs, 
and going up by the afcent of Mount Olivet, the 
fenfe of his danger, the apprehenfion of God's 
difpleafure which he knew he had deferved, and 
the thoughts that a fon he fo tenderly loved 
fhould aét fo unnatural a part, cut him to the 
quick, and drew tears from his eyes. He tra- 
velled as a mourning penitent, with his head co- 
vered and his feet bare; and all that attended 
him wept with him, and covered their heads as 
he did, thus proving to him their affection, and 
how deeply they fhared in his afflictions. 

When David had reached the fummit of Mount 
Olivet, he received information that Ahithophel 
was engaged in the confpiracy, and had joined 
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his fon Abfalom ; pon which he faw his danger 
in all its ftrength. An hot-headed young, nan, 
high in vanity, extravagant’ ip hope, and "ea , 
overfet with fuccefs, was notan_ objekt OF ‘ruc 
tertor to'a man. of David's great exp riente ‘and 
confummate wifdom; bur the ‘peavels popula: 
rity, and numbers of fuch aman, condufét d by 
the calni fkill and prudence’ of an Ahithophel, 
was fufficient matter of juft fear. David,’ ows 
ever, funk not under it; byt had retaurle,, as 
ufual, to the prote&tion of that God, who pale 
could relieve him, and who had neve failed him in 
diftrefs; befeeching him to confouhd and infatuate 
the counfel of Ahithophel. O Lord, faid he, I pray 
thee, turn the counfel of Abithopbel into ‘foolifhnefs. 

Ahithophel was one of thofe prime politicians, 
as they are deemed, who are often accounted 
wifer than others, merely becaufe they are more 
wicked. David well knew that the evil courfe, 
in which Ahithophel was embarked, could only 
be conducted by evil meafures, and therefore it 
was a duty of true religion to befeech God ta 
confound his counfels; and it pleafed God, after 
he had finifhed his devotions, to furnifh him at 
that moment with the means of effecting what 
he prayed for. Hufhai, the Archite, (fo called 
from Archi, which was jn the half tribe of Ma- 
naffeh. See Jofhua xvi. 2.) David’s friend, 
came that inftant to meet him with his coat rent, 
and earth upon his head, intending to accompany 
him in his flight. As Hufhai was famous in the 
cabinet, but unpractifed in the camp, David's 
good genius immediately fuggefted to him the 
moft probable method of defeating the devices 
of Ahithophel by means of this friend, whom he 
addreffed in words to this effect: ‘ If thou goeft 
** along with me, (faid he) it will be a real in- 
convenience rather than any advantage to me: 
“© you may ferve me more effentially by returning 
* to the city, and making your court to Abfa- 
« lom. Tell him, that as you have been his 
*€ father’s fervant, you would now become his, 
«* by which means you may counteract and de- 
*€ feat the meafures advifed by Ahithophel. And 
** as you will be able to inform yourfelf of what 
‘€ paffes in the palace, you can acquaint Zadok 
*¢ and Abiathar the priefts with it, who will fend 
‘** their two fons to bring me the intelligence you 
* fhall give them.” Hufhai, who was Da- 
vid’s fincere friend, returned immediately to Je- 
rufalem, whither he had no fooner arrived than 
he found Abfalom had already taken poffeffion 
of the city. 

‘When David had proceeded fome little diftance 
from Mount Oliver, he was met by Ziba, the 
{teward of Mephibofheth, who brought him a 
liberal fupply of provifions on two affes, confift- 
ing of two hundred loaves of bread, an hundred 
bunches of raifins, an hundred fummer-fruits, 
and aveffel of wine. David, furprized to fee 
Ziba with fo large a quantity of provifions, afked 
him what he intended by it? Ziba told him, the 
affes were for the ufe of the king’s houfhold, the 
bread and furnmer-fruits for his fervants to eat, 
and the wine to refrefh and fupport thofe who 
might be faint through fatigue, and the difficul- 
ties they might meet with in the wildernefs, Da- 
vid then afked him where his mafter, Jonathan’s 
fon, was? To which he replied, He abideth at 
Zerifalem : for be faid, To-day foall the boufe of 
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df pard meto the kingdom,of my father. Upon 
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this: David immediately revaked his grant to Me~ 
Hi uf ah fay ing. £0 a ‘« Behold, all. chat 
Percained to, Mephibothet is thine.” fe 
., 45 David was proceeding farther into the wil- 
dernels, -he was met by one Shimei, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, and of the family of the houfe of 
Saul. This perfon followed David for fome 
Way,, cutfing him as he went after him, and 
raceeded' to fuch violence and outrage, as to 
¢att {tanies at David, and all the people, and all 
the mighty men that.were on his right hand and 
on his left. In the fury of his paffion, and in his 
curfes he threw out upon the king, he faid, 
Come out, come out, thou bloody man, and thou man 
of Belial. The Lord bath returned upon thee all 
the blood of the houfe of Saul, in whofe ftead thou 
haft reigned: and the Lord hath delivered the king+ 
dam into the hand of Abfalom thy fon. Behold thou 
art taken in thy mifchief, becaufe thou art a bloody 
man. It was no wonder that fuch an infamous 
and malicious infult upon the king fhould excite 
the indignation of .his officers; for Abifhai, one 
of his generals, afked leave to take off the head 
of this infolent reviler. But David, who confi- 
dered Shimei’s curfes as part of the chaftifement 
of his own fins, and permitted by the Providence 
of God for this purpofe, forbad Abifhai to in- 
termeddle with the affair, and calmly faid: Les 
bim curfe, becaufe the Lord bath faid unto bim, 
Curfe David. bo foall then fay, Wherefore baft 
thou done fo? God hath given him permiffion to 
curfe me ; I therefore patiently fubmit to it, and 
give him full leave to vent all his reproaches 
againft me. Bebold, my own fon, who came forth 
of my bowels, feeketh my life. How much mere 
this Benjamite! Let him alone, and let him curfey 
for the Lord bath bidden him. It may be, that the 
Lord wil! look on my diftrefs, and that the Lord 
will requite me good for his curfing me this day. 
An anfwer, which, as it fhews David’s high re- 
verence for God, and the confcioufnefs, that all 
Shimei’s reproaches were undeferved, fo does it 
demonftrate the generofity of his temper, and 
his humble hope that God would reward him for 
his patient fubmiffion to the punifhment allotted 
him. 

Shimei, growing bolder by David’s forbear- 
ance, continued his curfes on him as he marched 
on with his followers, threw ftones at him, and 
endeavoured to cover him with duft. But Da- 
vid bore al] his infults with the greateft patience, 
and continued his retreat till he came to Bahu- 
rim, a town belonging to the tribe of Ephraim, 
where he halted, his people being greatly fa- 
tigued and confequently wanting refrefhment. 

A fhort time after David had left Jerufalem, 
Abfalom and the rebel army took poffeffion of 
it, accompanied by Ahithophel, his chief coun- 
fellor. he advice of this perfon was thought 
by the people to be almoft as infallible as if it 
had been received from the very Oracle of God, 
and he himfelf was, on that account, in the highett 
efteem both with David and Abfalom. 

Among others who paid their compliments 
to Abfalom, after his arrival at Jerufalem, was 
Hufhai, David's friend, who, when he ap- 

roached him, faid, God fave the king. Abia- 
om, who knew the intimacy between David and 
him, (with an unparalleled effrontery, and too 
hardened 
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‘hardened to feel -how much’ more feverely. Ae 
reproached himfelf fot his ungrateful ati Unnia= 
tural-condukt towards His own ‘father BY. fig and 
fwer) faid to Hufhai,: with an: aif of ¢ Rteipt 
and thdipnation, Is t/ is thy kindnefs to iby friend ? 
Why wenteft thou not with thy friend 2 Hufhai, 
to exculpate himfelf from the charge of ingra- 
titude, and prevent Abfalom’s fufpe&ting him of 
infincerity, replied, (hom the Lord, and‘ this 
people, and all the men’ of Ifrdel chofe, bis will Ds 
be, and with bim will [abide , as 1 _préfer the 
appointment of God, and'the général: choice ‘of 
the whole nation, to the interefts' ef any private 
friendfhip whatever. Befides, added Hubhai, 
upon the fame principle, Whom fheuld I ferve ? 
Should I net frve in the prefence of his fon? To 
approve my friendfhip to the father, .as I have 
been a faithful fervant to him whilft he was in 
poffeffion of the kingdom, I will now enter into 
the fervice of his fon, fince the kingdom is 
transferred to him. 4s J have ferved in thy fa- 
ther’s prefence, fo will I be in thy prefence. Ab- 
falom, pleafed with the feéming franknefs of 
Hubhai’s anfwer, readily admitted him among 
the number of his friends; bidding them go and 
confult together what was to be done. 

The time was now come when that dreadful 
part of Nathan’s threats from God to David were 
to be fulfilled; Jcezll take thy wives and givethem 
to thy neighlour, and he fhall lie with thy wives 
in the fight of the fun. To this execrable mea- 
fure Abfalom was advifed by Ahithophel, in or- 
der to cut off all poffibility of a reconciliation 
between father and fon, and render Abfalom’s 
adherents more firm to his caufe, and defperate 
in his defence, as their own fafety, after having 
aided and abetted fo infamous a rebellion, de- 
pended on their courage and refolution in making 
it fuccelsful. 41 Ifrael fhall know that thou art 
abberred of thy father, and then fhall the bands 
of all that are sith thee be ftrong, 

Abfalom, without fear or fhame, immediately 
perpetrated the wickednefs to which he had been 
advifed by his diffolure and abandoned coun- 
fellor Ahithophel ; and on the houfe top, and 
in the fight of all the people, committed a 
crime, which, had there been any remains of 
confcience or decency in him, he would have 
fhuddered at the very thought of being guilty 
of in the moft fecret retirement. 

Ahithophel, having thus prevailed on his 
gracelefs pupil to abufe his father by open in- 
ceft, next advifes him to make fure work by 
murdering him. He offered himfelf to accom- 
plifh his deftruétion, and that by a method which, 
had it been followed, muft, in all human proba- 
bility, have proved fatal to David. “ Let me, 
“ fayshe, choofe out twelve thoufand men, and 
«© Twill arife, and purfue after David this night, 
and I will come upon him while he is weary 
and weak-handed, as having but few forces 
to defend him, and I will make him afraid, by 
fo unexpected an attack, and fmite the king 
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«© only. The man whom thou feekeft is as if 
‘© all returned, fo all the people fhall be in 
‘© peace.” 


This advice at firft pleafed Abfalom, and all 
the elders of Ifrael who had joined with him: 
But, as he thought Hufhai was now firmly in 
his intereft, he was willing to have his opinion 
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alfe.*Actdrdingly,, Hothay being fent for, aid 
i Sting! “OF Ahithophel’s’ {cheme, he’ jmningdi- 
Lik cGndemied Wt. Phe counfel, ‘Laid, he; that 
Girihopal bet e iden is uot good at this time. "He 
1en remonhtaced with then tothis effet: «Ag 
eé toby fathér did his men, ‘faid ‘he; thou: knoweft 
ce ‘that they aré ménof walour, and exafperated 
© and enraged as a bear in a field robbed of her 
«‘whelps, ahd will not, as Ahithophel thinks, 
ee be daily put to flight, but, whenever they’ are 
catragked,’ will-thake'a defperate refiftance.. Ag 
f& tolth "fathtr, he is too ‘well verféd in, thé arts’ 
of war to truft himfeff in his ‘prefetic hitwation, 
« to the open field, and it will be a very difficult 
«¢ matter for Ahithophel to find him; for after 
‘having rightly difpofed his troops, he will con- 
«© ceal himfelf in fone cavern, or other place of 
“© fecurity, where he will be. out,of the reach of 
* his purfuérs. And when the forces that are 
*¢ with him, by their furious refiftance to thofe 
“© who attack them, fhall make fome Maughter 
‘© among Abfalom’s men, the report of it will 
‘© foon fpread throughout Ahithophel’s whole 
“« party, and ftrike them with a panick, and 
thus utterly difhearten even the ftouteft and 
‘© ftrongeft of them, even though their hearts 
‘* were as intrepid as that of a lion, efpecially 
“* as they dread thy father’s bravery and courage. 
For it is well known to all Mrael, that thy 
‘- father is a brave and experienced foldier, and 
** the troops that are with him are all valiant 
“© men, and worthy the great commander un- 
“© der whom they ferve. My advice therefore 
‘« is, that thou gather all Ifrael to thee from 
“© Dan to Beerfheba, from one end of the king- 
*« dom to the other, and that thou put thytfelf 
** in perfon at the head of them, and infpire 
them with courage by thine own example. 
“< By thefe means, we fhall come upon him, 
wherever he retreats, and as the ground is co- 
“* vered over with the drops of morning dew, 
overpower him with our numbers, whereby 
our victory will be certain and eafy, and we 
fhall utterly deftroy him, and all his forces, 
fo that there fhall not one of them be left. Or 
if, with his followers, he fhali fhut himfelf 
up within fome fortified city, as we have all 
Ifrael with us, we fhall be able entirely to 
demolifh it, and with our tackle to draw 
along the ftones of it into the ditches that 
furround it, fo that there fhall be none re- 
maining In it.” 
The advice given by Hufhai was very plau- 
fible, and the arguments he drew from David's 
known courage and military fkill, the bravery 
of his foldiers, and the pannick David’s men 
would create in Abfalom’s troops on their firft 
encounter, carried fome degree of probability in 
them. Befides, the gathering all Ifrael together, 
and Abfalom’s putting himielf at the head of 
them, and thereby utterly crufhing David and 
his men in the field, or deftroying them in the 
ruins of any town where he might retreat with 
them, feemed to be a furer method than Ahi- 
thophel’s, who, if he had failed in his attempt of 
furprizing and cutting off David, would have 
entirely ruined Abfalom’s affairs; whereas the 
forces of all Ifrael under Abfalom’s command 
could not fail, as Hufhai had obferved, of ut- 
terly cutting off David and his men, whereby 
Abfalom 
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Abfalom would ’be firmly fettled in the kingdom 
without farther oppofition. é 

The plan recommended by Hufhai was not 
only approved of by Abfalom, but the greater 
partof the council, and a refolution was formed 
of carrying it into immediate execution. This 

Jan was almoft the only one that could have 
preferved David. It gave him time to recruit 
his army, to refrefh his haraffed followers, to 
recover them from their confternation and ter- 
ror, and to take all proper meafures, as the cir- 
cumftances of his affairs might require ; for the 
Lord bad appointed to defeat the counjel of Abi- 
thopbel, to the intent that the Lord might bring 
evil upon Abfalom, or that punifhment which was 
due to him’ for thofe unnatural and aggravated 
crimes of which he had been guilty. 

As foon as Hubhai left the council, he imme- 
diately repaired to Zadok and Abiathar, the 
priefts, to whom he related all that had paffed ; 
and informed them of what Ahithophel had ad- 
vifed, and himfelf had counfelled. He then 
defired them immediately to fend information 
to David, and earneftly entreat him to depart 
that very night from the plains of the wildernefs 
where he then was, and inftantly to pafs over 
Jordan, left Abfalom with his army fhould fud- 
denly {urprize him, and he fhould be cut off 
with all his people. 

Jonathan and Ahimaaz, the priefts fons, had 
concealed themfelves at a place called Enrogel, 
near the city, not venturing to enter it for fear of 
being difcovered ; and here they waited for in- 
itructions from their fathers, as had been previ- 
oufly agreed on between them. To avoid all 
fufpicion the priefts fenc the inftructions to their 
fons by a trufty girl, which they had no fooner 
received, than they immediately fet out to com- 
municate them to David. After travelling fome 
way they were obferved by two of Abfalom’s 
party, whom they foon found to be in purfuit of 
them. Inconfequence of this they went out of 
their road to the habitation of a poor woman, 
who (after being informed who they were and 
the nature of their bufinefs) in order to concea) 
them, let them down into a well, the mouth of 
which fhe covered with ground corn. When 
the purfuers arrived they afked the woman if fhe 
had not feen two men lately pafs that way ; to 
which fhe replied. in the affirmative, and faid, if 
they were expeditious they might foon overtake 
them. They accordingly went fome way far- 
ther, but not feeing any thing of the people they 
were after, they gave over the purfuit, and re- 
turned, to the woman’s houfe, in their way to 
Jerufalem. As foon as the woman found all 
was fafe fhe afiifted her guefts in getting out of 
the well, and they profecuted their journey with 
the greateft expedition. When they arrived at 
the camp of David they immediately delivered 
to him their difpatches ; upon which, taking the 
opportunity of the night, he, with all his fol- 
lowers, paffed the river Jordan, fo that by day- 
break there was not one left behind, and, purfu- 
ing his march, arrived fafe at Mahanaim. 

In the mean time the advice given by Hufhai 
was ftri€tly followed by Abfalom and his coun- 
cil, which was no fooner known by Ahithophel 
than he gave up all for loft. He immediately: 
faddled his afs, went home to his houfe and city, 
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fettled his family affairs, and then hanged him-. 
felf through difappointment, rage, and defpair. 
This was a death worthy the wretch that: 
had betrayed his prince’s counfels, excited a civil 
war in the kingdom, had been the author of 
fuch execrable advice, and hurried on an ambi- 
tious fon to fuch impious violations of an affec- 
tionate father’s honour, and fuch unnatural at- 
tempts on his life and kingdom. 

Whilft David continued at Mahanaim he.-re- 
ceived plentiful fupplies of provifions and other 
articles from Shobi, the fon of Nahafh the Am- 
monite, who came from Rabbah, the principal 
city of that country, and whom David had made 
king there inftead of Hanun his eldeft brother; 
whom he had cut off for ill treating his ambaf- 
fadors, and endeavouring to fupport and vindi- 
cate that injury by an unrighteous war. David 
likewife received confiderable prefents from 
Barzillai, the Gileadite, as alfo from Machir the 
fon of Ammiel of Ladebar, who had taken care 
of Mephibofheth, the fon of Jonathan, after his 
father had fell in battle with Saul. All thefe 
were perfons of great property, and. the articles 
they brought to David confifted of beds, bafons, 
and earthen veffels ; wheat, barley, four, parched 
corn, beans, lentils, parched pulfe, honey, butter, 
fheep, and cheefe of kine: in fhort, they brought 
with them every neceffary that could be wifhed 
for the convenience and fupport of the army. 

This was certainly a very feafonable relief to 
David and his men, after their long and fatiguing 
march from Jerufalem, and in a country whete 
he had reafon to think many of the inhabitants 
might be difaffected to him, in favour of the 
houfe of Saul. By thefe means he had time to 
collect his friends, to recruit his forces, and ga~ 
ther fuch an army as might enable him to crufh 
the rebellion, and fecure his reftoration to his 
throne and capital. 

In the mean time Abfalom was far from being 
deficient in his endeavours to maintain by force 
what he had gained by impiety and treachery. 
Agreeable to Hufhai’s advice, he made levies 
throughout all the tribes of Ifrael, and having 
gathered together a very confiderable army, ap- 
pointed Amafa, coufin-german toJoab (the latter 
of whom had continued faithful to David) cap- 
tain of his hoft, to command under him. Every 
thing being ready, Abfalom left Jerufalem, and 
marching his army acrofs the river Jordan, went 
with all expedition in purfuit of his father, and 
encamped in the land of Gilead, nor far from 
the royal army. 

David was prepared to meet the forces of his 
rebellious fon. He made a general mufter of 
all his men, and having formed them into regi- 
ments and companies, and fet proper officers 
over them, he dividéd the whole into three 
parts. One divifion he put under the command 
of Joab, the fecond under Abifhai, and the third 
under his faithful friend Ittai, the Gittite. Da- 
vid intended to have accompanied his forces in 
the field of battle, but the people would nor per- 
mit him to hazard his perfon in the engagement. 
They told him it was not fo much their lives as 
his that Abfalom fought after, and that if half 
of them perifhed, it would fignify little while he 
remained alive: that his deftruétion would be of 
more confequence to Abfalom, and give him 
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greater pleafure, than the flaughter of ten thou- 
fand of his forces. They therefore thought it 
more advifeable that he fhould continue in the 
city with:a body of his troops for the fecurity of 
it, and that if he found the army likely to be 
conquered by the rebels he fhould then fuddenly 
fally out with them, and march to their affift- 
ance, . 

David acquiefced with the advice of his peo- 
ple, and as his forces marched out of the gate 
of the city, he ftood by the fide.of it, viewing 
them as they paffed, and no doubt (as Jofephus 
fays) exhorted them to behave with courage and 
refolution inthe engagement. Burt though Da- 
vid, no doubt, was defirous of quelling this 
horrid rebellion, yet, at the fame time, he could 
not help dreading the fate that might attend the 
author of it, for whom he had ftill the moft ten- 
der affection. When, therefore, the three gene- 
rals, Joab, Abifhai and Ittai, took leave of him, 
he commanded them, in the hearing of all the 
people, that in cafe Abfalom fhould fall into 
their hands, they would, for his fake, fpare not 
enly his life, but treat him in a manner confiftent 
with the dignity of aroyal captive. Deal gently, 
faid he, for my fake, with the young man, even 
with Abfalom. 

Soon after the royal army took the field, the 
engagement began, which feems to have been a 
very obftinate one; David’s men, as Jofephus 
well obferves, exerting their courage to reftore 
their dethroned prince, and Abfalom’s foldiers to 
fupport his ufurpation, and fave him and them- 
felves from the punifhment they fo richly de- 
ferved. The iffue of the battle was in David's 
favour, the rebel army being intirely routed, with 
the lofs of twenty thoufand men. It was fought 
near the wood of Ephraim, which was on the 
rear of David’s army, where, when Abfalom’s 
forces gave way, it is probable that a large body 
of them retreated into the wood from the purfuit 
of Joab’s troops, who there deftroyed them in 
great numbers, as they were in their confufion 
incapable of making any regular defence; info- 
much that, as the facred hiftorian obferves, there 
were more flaughtered in the wood, than in the 
epen field, where the engagement began. 

When Abfalom found the battle was loft, he 
endeavoured to fave himfelf by flight; but 
meeting with fome of David’s men, and en- 
deavouring to ride from them through a thick 
part of the wood, his mule carried him under a 
large oak, where his head and hair were fo en- 
tangled in the thick boughs of it that he could 
by no means extricate himfelf, and being thus 
caught hold of, his mule paffed from under him, 
and he was left hanging on the tree desween the 
heaven and the earth. 

In this fituation was Abfalom found by one 
of the foldiers belonging to David’s army, who 
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} The facred writer mentions this particular, not only to 
fhew the vanity of Abfalom, but, we may reafonably con- 
clude, ftill farther to fhew the vanity of human life in gene- 
ral. Abfalom, having loft his fons (mentioned in z2 Sam. 
xiv. 27.) and being defirous to perpetuate his memory, had 
erected a pillar, which, no doubs, he defigned asa maufo- 
leum or burying-place, and which, it ts reafonable to ima~ 
‘gine, was equally magnificent with the ambition of him who 
~reared it. -- But tee how fhort-fighted are mortals. The fame 
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telling it to Joab, he greatly blamed him ‘foe. 
not having inftantly put him to ‘death. “ Why, 
«¢ faid he, didft thou not fmite him to the 
“* ground? I would have rewarded thee witir 
*< ten pieces of filver, and a military girdle.’* 
The foldier anfwered him in werds to this ef-: 
fe&t: <“ Could I, faid he, have received a 
“ choufand pieces of filver, I would not have 
‘¢ killed the king’s fon; for, in the hearing of 
“* all the people the king charged thee, and A- 
bifhai, and Ictai, to take care that no violence 
‘© fhould be offered to Abfalom; and had I 
done it, it could not have been concealed from. 
“¢ the king, and thou thyfelf wouldeft have been. 
one of the firft to have demanded my punifh- 
ment; and, by difobeying the king’s orders, 
<¢ J fhould have juftly deferved it.” 

In anfwer to this, Joab told the foldier he had 
fomething ¢lic to do than to ftand debating with 
him ; and immediately, in contempt of the king’s 
order,wentto the cak where Abifalom was hang- 
ing, and ftabbed him to the heart with three 
darts ; after which ten of his guards finifhed the 
tragedy by cutting him to pieces. They then 
took down his mangled body, threw it into a 
great pit in the wood, and covered it with 4 
large heap of ftones. 

Abfalom had, fome time before his death, 
erected a large pillar in a place called the King’s 
Dale, in order to perpetuate his memory f, he 
having no fon to keep up his name. It was 
called Abfalom’s Pillar, and continued for a 
great number of years after his death. But 
though that pillar hath, for many ages, been en- 
tirely loft, yet he hath ereéted to his own infamy, 
by the enormous and unparrelled crimes he was 
guilty of, a ftanding monument, which will be 
preferved entire, in the faithful records of hiftory, 
tll time fhal] be no more. 

We cannot, however, help making fome few 
reflections on the conduct of Joab to Abfalom, 
after having received ftrict orders from the king 
not to take away his life. He was probably in- 
Huenced to deftroy Abfalom through a fpirit of 
revenge for his having burnt down his field of 
corn, and for abufing the friendfhip he had 
fhewn him in introducing and reconciling him 
to the king his father. However, we cannot 
help thinking that his killing him in the manner 
he did was nothing lefs. than a cruel and delibe- 
rate murder; for though Abfalom had certainly 
well deferved to die and had he been fain in 
battle would have met with his juft deferts, yet 
Joab had no right to put him to death, as he 
had the king’s pofitive orders to {pare him, and 
might have taken him prifoner, if his defire of 
revenge had not taken place of his duty; and 
therefore, by deftroying him, Joab added treafon 
to murder. 

After Joab had entirely routed the rebel 

‘army, 





Abfalom, fo far from being buried in this proud monument 
which he had ereéted, was killed and buried like a traitor, 
thrown into a pit, and covered with no other monument than 
an heap of fiones. The King’s Dale (mentioned alfo in 
Gen. xiv. 17.) was near Jerufalem, and to this day there 
is amonument fhewn to travellers, called Abfalom’s pillar; 
but it is evidently of modern date. In the time of Jofe; hus 
the original ftruClure was nothing more than a fingle mate 
ble pillar. : 
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army, and, by cutting off Abfalom, prevented 
any farther attempt and infurrection againft Da- 
vid, he immediately founded a retreat, and re- 
called his victorious troops from their purfuit 
after the enemy. Ahimaaz, the fon of Zadok, 
for whom Joab had a partial efteem, begged of 
him that he might go to Mahanaim, and ac- 
quaint the king with the welcome news, that 
the Lord had avenged him of bis enemies. Joab, 
knowing with what regret David would receive 
the account of Abfalom’s death, and being un- 
willing that Ahimaaz fhould be the meffenger 
to give him the firft intelligence of the event, 
refufed to let him go, but promifed that he would 
fend him at another opportunity, and on a more 
favourable occafion. Then turning to Cufhi, 
(probably one of his guards who was with him 
when he difpatched Abfalom) he bid him go and 
inform the king of the whole affair; upon which 
Cufhi, being pleafed with the order, immedi- 
ately ran off to execute the commands of his 
general. | Ahimaaz, however, renewed his re- 
queft to Joab,.that he would permit him to run 
atter Cufhi: but Joab, being ftill unwilling to 
employ him on fo melancholy an occafion, faid 
to him, ‘© Why, my fon, wouldeft thou run after 
“him, fince thou canft carry the king no news 
< but what Cufhi will inform him of 2?” But 
Ahimaaz {till perfifting in his requeft, Joab at 
length granted it; upon which he immediately 
fet off by the way of the plains, and, being 
either fwifter of foot than Cufhi, or knowing a 
nearer way, arrived firlt at Mahanaim. 

David, who was undoubtedly folicitous to 
know the event of the battle, and the fate of his 
fon, was fitting between two of the gates of the 
city, expecting every moment a courier trom the 
arny. As foon as Ahimaaz came in fight, the 
centinel, who was on the watch-tower over the 
gate, cried out, and informed the king, that he 
faw a man running alone; on which the king 
faid, if he be alone, he is an exprefs from the 
army. Soon after the centinel told the porter, 
he faw a fecond perfon running alone, (Ahimaaz 
being fomewhat nearer,) and that, as far as he 
could guefs, at that diftance, the foremoft ran 
like Ahimaaz, the fon of Zadok. This was 
agreeable news to the king, who immediately 
faid, Abimaaz is a good man, and cometh with good 
tidings. Soon after, prefenting himfelf before 
David, he told him: 4 is well; and then, prof- 
trating himfelf, added, Bleffed be rhe Lord thy 
God, whoa bath delivered up to deftruftion the men 
that toak up arnis againft my Lord the king. 
David immediately afked if the young man Ab- 
falom was fafe? Ahimaaz told him, that when 
he, and the other courier were fent off by Joab, 





§ The words Jofephus puts into Joab’s mouth on this oc- 
cafion, is to the following effeét: ‘¢ My lord, faid he, you 
‘« difhonour yourfelf by this ridiculous and effeminate Ja- 
mentation. It appears asif you detefted the very people 
who have preferved your life at the hazard of their own ; 
and that you refpect thofe mortal enemies who have faf- 
fered a punithment they juftly deferved. If Abfalom had 
overcame us, and poffeffed himfelf of the kingdom, he 
would have begun his vengeance on you and your family, 
and the whole of us fhould have fallen in an undiftin- 
tuifhed ruin. Both your confcience and your honour 
ought to check you for this intemperate tendernefs for the 
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he faw a great tumult, but knew not the occafion 
of ic. The king then bid him rife up, and 
pointed to the place where he would have him 
ftand. Soon after Cufhi arrived, and faid to the 
king, Good tidings for my Lord the king, bs 
the Lord bath now avenged shee of all them 
that rofe up in crms againft the. The king 
eagerly replied, Is the young man Abfalom fafe? 
Cufhi, ina tender and delicate manner, faid, Mav 
the enemies of my lord the king, and all that rife 
againft thee to do thee hurt, be as the young manis! 
This news greatly affected David, who immedi- 
ately withdrew into one of the apartments over 
the gate of the city, weeping as he went, and 
crying out, O my fen Abfalom, my fon, my fon 
Ablalom! Would to God I bad died for shee, O 
Abfalom, my fom my fon! 

Joab was foon informed of the king's diftrefs, 

and immediately repaired to his apartment, 
where, (inftead of apologizing for his own con- 
duct, or fympathifing with his fovereign in the 
bitternefs of his grief, and tenderly laying before 
him the ill confequences that might at that time 
have attended it) he, with an unparrelled in- 
folence, thus addreffed him §: “ Thou haft, faid 
“< he, this day fhamed the faces of all thy fer- 
« vants, which have this day faved thy life, and 
the lives of thy fons, and daughters, and wives, 
and concubines, in that thou loveft thine e- 
“ nemies, and hateft thy friends. For thou haft 
declared this day, that thou regardeft neither 
princes nor fervants; for this day I perceive, 
* that if Abfalom had lived, and all we had 
died this day, then it had pleafed thee well. 
Now therefore arife, go forth, and fpeak com- 
fortably to thy fervants; for I fwear by the 
Lord, if thou go not forth, there fhall not 
tarry one with thee this night; and thar will 
be worfe unto thee, than the evil that befel 
thee from t..y youth until now.” 
Sure nothing can be conceived in more impe- 
rious and haughty terms than this remonftrance ! 
More injurious to the king, or falfe in its nature! 
It was plainly juftifying to his face the murder 
of his fon. It was, in fact, telling him that, as 
he was above his reach, and fearlefs of his dii~ 
pleafure, he would not appear to juftify the 
murder of his fon, and him who was the author 
of it. 

David was at this time too much in the power 
of Joab to refufe his imperious orders. He 
therefore appeared in public, and as foon as the 
people were informed of it, they came to con- 
gratulate him on the occafion; as alfo to wifh 
him joy on the great fuccefs he had obtained 
over his rebellious fubjects. 
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memory of fo implacable an enemy. ’Tis true he was 
your fon, but he was certainly a moft ungracious one ; 
and you cannot be juft to God’s Providence, without ac- 
*« knowledging the bleffing of his being taken away. Let 
‘© me therefore beg that you will immediately thew yourfelf 
‘* chearfully to your people, and tell them that, next under 
God, it 1s owing to their loyalty and courage you are in- 
«* debted for the honour of this day. If you perfift im your 
lamentations, your army and kingdom will fall into other 
«« hands, and then you will have juft caufe to weep and lae 
s* ment your abfurd conduct.” 
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David's reftoration and return to Ferufalem. 





XIE. 


Ts reconciled to Shimei, and returns Mephibofheth, the 


fon of Fonathan, bis poffeffions, which he had beftowed on Ziba, the fleward of Mephibofbeth. His 


gratitude to Barzillai. 


Sheba raifes an infurreftion, upon which David fends Amafa, bis general, 
againft him, who is treacheroufly wounded by Foab. 


Sheba’s rebellion juppreffed. The Ifraelites are 


Ufiited with a famine, on account of Saul’s flaughter of the Gibeonites. David gives up feven of 
Saul’s defcendants, who are hanged on Gibbets erethed for the purpofe, after which the famine ceajes. 


David engages the Philiftines and conquers them. 


Account of David's Wortbies. 


Compofes a pfalm of thankfgiving on the occafion. 


David numbers the people, for doing of which be incurs 


the Divine difpleafure, and on that account the Israelites are afflited with a dreadful peftilence, 
David humiliates himfelf before God for his tranfgreffion, and, by order of the prophet Gad, eretts 
an altar on the occafion, and offers up facrifices, upon which the plague cea/es. 


HE defeat of Abfalom, and the extinétion 

of the rebellion under him, was no fooner 
known among the tribes of Ifrael, by the flight 
of thofe who had efcaped out of the battle to 
their refpe€tive places of abode, than David’s 
friends, who were very numerous through all the 
kingdom, ufed the proper methods to bring over 
to their duty all thofe who.had been engaged in, 
or favoured the rebellion. To effect this they 
reminded the people, that David had, by his vic- 
tories, delivered them out of the hands of their 
enemies, particularly the Philiftines; and yet, 
notwithttanding thefe eminent fervices, he had 
been forced to abandon his capital, and flee out 
of the land, at the inftigation of Abfalom, his 
fon, who had been advanced to the kingdom in 
lis ttead. But that, as Abfalom was now dead, 
there could be no reafon for their delaying to re- 
turn to their allegiance to David, and coming to 
an unanimous relolution of bringing him back 
to Jerufalem, and reftoring him to his throne 
and government. 

‘Thefe reprefentations had their proper effect, 
infomuch that the different tribes were eagerly 
defirous of recalling him from his banifhment, 
and re-eftablithing him in the kingdom ;_ his 
friends out of affection and loyalty to him, and 
thofe who had joined Abfalom in his rebellion, 
to atone for their crimes, and more effectually to 
fecure their pardon, 

David, who continued for fome time at Ma- 
hanaim after his victory,. waiting to fee what ef- 
fect the news of it would have upon the people, 
received the agreeable intelligence, that they 
were in general ditpofed in his favour, and were 
concerting meatures for his reftoration, But as 
the tribe of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
filem, had not yet fhewn any difpofition to return 
to their obedience, nor fent him any invitation 
to take poffeffion of the city, he wrote to Zadok 
and Abiathar the priefts, defiring them to repair 
to, and expofiuiate with, the elders of Judah in 
thefe wards: (hy are ye the laft to bring the king 





|| With refpeét to the promife made by David to Amafa | 


of placing him in Joab’s room, the prudence of it will 

plainly appear, if we confider that Joab and Amafa ftood in 

the fame degree of confanguinity : the oifer, therefore, muft 
3 


back to his honfe? feeing the [peech of all Trae] 
is come to the king, even to bis boufe. Ye are my 
brethren, my bones and my flelo. Wherefore then 
are ye the laft to bring back the king ? ir like- 
wife fent a particular meflage to Amafa, the rebel 
general : Say ye to dmafa, Art thou not of my 
bone and of my flefh? that is, of my own fa- 
mily, and my near relation? God do fo to me, 
and more alfo, if thou be not captain of the hot 
before me continually, in the room of Foab. 

This part of David’s conduét was exceeding 
prudent and neceffary. The tribe of Judah, 
and the inhabitants of Jerufalem, were under the 
command of Amafa, who was peculiarly guilty, 
as he had headed the rebellion under Abfalom, 
and had great reafon to fear David’s refentment; 
and who certainly would have kept poffeffion of 
Jerufalem, and continued the fpirit of difaffec- 
tion to the king, had he not been affured of in- 
demnity both for himfelf and his adherents. 
David, therefore, well knowing the importance 
of the tribe of Judah, and of Amafa, who had 
feized the city, and garrifoned it with a ftrong 
body of troops, thought it abfolutely neceffary 
to regain the affections and recover their intereft. 
To effect this, without mentioning a fingle word 
of the rebellion, he only puts them in mind that 
he was of their own tribe, and gently reproaches 
them for being the laft, who fhould have been 
the firft, of the tribes to obtain his reftoration. 
As for Amafa, he firft compliments him on being 
his near relation, and then affures him that he 
fhould be captain-general of his army inftead of 
Joab ||. The prudence of this conduct imme- 
diately appeared by its effeéts: for he, that is, 
Amala, éowed the hearts ef all the men of Judah, 
even as the heart of one man; and in return for 
his great generofity and goodnefs to them, they 
immediately fent a deputation to invite David, 
and all his fervants to Jerufalem. 

Amata, and the tribe of Judah, being thus 
gained over, and all the other tribes appearing 
well difpofed in favour of David, he refolved to 

fet 
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have been influenced by the perfonal qualities of the man, 
the importance of gaining him over (he being a perfon of 
great power and authority) and a refentment againft Joat 
for the murder of Abner, and the afladination of Abfatom,. 
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fet out immediately on his return to Jerufalem. 
He was accompanied by a great number of peo- 
ple belonging to the different tribes in whofe 
country he had refided during the rebellion , as 
alfo by the deputies from Judah; who affured 
him that the whole tribe, would, in a body, af: 
femble at Gilgal, and from thence march to the 
river, provide every thing neceffary for his paf- 
fage over it, with his fervants and attendants, 
and fupply him with all accommodations for 
his journey to the city. 

The whole tribe of Judah attended David as 
their deputies had told him, and with them went 
Shimei, who had curfed and thrown {tones at 
the king in his flight, attended with a thoufand 
Benjamites. To fhew his extraordinary zeal and 
joy at David’s reftoration, he went down to Jor- 
dan before the king had paffed over it, and be- 
fore the tribe of Judah could reach it, hoping, 
no doubt, that by this appearance of his peculiar 
affection to him, he fhould atone for his paft in- 
folence and treafon, and more readily obtain the 
king’s forgivenefs. 

As foon as David had got on the oppofite 
fide the river Jordan, Shimei prefented himfelf 
before him, fell proftrate at his feet, and, in a 
very fuppliant manner, apologized for his vil- 
lainous behaviour, recanting all his accufations, 
acknowledging that he had grievoufly offended, 
and humbly imploring forgivencfs. “ Let not, 
“* fays he, my lord impute iniquity to me, nei- 
“ ther do thou remember what thy fervant did 
* perverfely, the day that my lord the king went 
* out of Jerufalem, that the king fthould take 
“ it to heart. For thy fervant doth know that 
“ he hath finned. Therefore behold I am come 
“ the firft this day of all the houfe of Jofeph, 
“to go down to meet my lord the king.” Abi- 
fhai, (moved with a juft indignation againft a 
wretch, who firft, in the malice of his heart, 
falfely and virulently abufed his fovereign, 
and attempted to murder him, and then meanly 
retracted his calumnies to fave his life, fearful 
of being punifhed like a traitor and regicide as 
he well deferved) faid to the king, <* Shall not 
*« Shimei be put to death, becaufe he hath 
** curfed the Lord’s anointed?” David, though 
warm, could not be deliberately vindictive ; 
and therefore, being difpleafed with Abifhai’s 
propofal, told him he intermeddled with an affair 
that did not concern him, and that the prompt- 





* The words in the text are, that be had not dreffed his 
Feet, nor trimmed his beard, nor wafbed his clothes, from the 
day that the king departed, 2 Sam. xix. 24. Thele were 
fome of the inftances, wherein the Jews were accuftomed to 
exprefs their mourning ; and they are here mentioned by the 
hiltorian, as evidences of the falfhood of Ziba’s information 
againft his mafter, fince no one, who negleéted himfelf to 
this degree, could be fuppofed ambitious of a crown. Mot 
drefing his feet may fignify either not cutting his toe-nails, 
or his xot avafhing bis feet, which the Jews were accuftomed 
very frequently to do, becaufe of the bad fcent which was 
natural to them, as well as the Arabians, and fome other 
nations; and therefore his omiffion of this could not but 
make him offenfive to himfelf. Not trimming his beard was 
letting his hair grow negligently, and without any order: 
for the manner of the Jews was, to cut the hair from the 
lip upwards, and what grew likewife on the cheek, but what 
was on the chin, and fo Bockwards to the ear, they. fuffered to 
Brow; and got wafbing bis clothes mult denote his not putting 
On clean linen, but wearing the fame shirt the whole time. 
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ing him to revenge himfelf on Shimei, though 
it might proceed from: zeal in kim for his fer- 
vice, was, in reality, the advice of an enemy : 
that it was exciting him to an unneceffary in- 
ftance of feverity, fince his reftoration was now 
happily accomplifhed, and needed not the death 
of Shimei, or any other perfon, to fecure it ; and 
that therefore he was refolved no man fhould be 
put to death that day in Ifrael. *' What have I 
“ to do with you (fays he) ye fons of Zeruiah, 
** that ye fhould this day be adverfaries to me? 
** Shall there any man be put to death this day 
‘ in Ifrael ? For do not I know that I am this 
*« day king over Ifrael ?” He then turned to 
Shimei, and gave him his royal word and oath 
that no harm whatever fhould come to him on 
his account ; upon which affurance Shimei made 
his reverence, and departed. 

Another remarkable perfon who went to wait 
on David at this time was, the perfidious Ziba, 
accompanied by his fifteen fons, and twenty fer-~ 
vants. Tie had again impofed upon his mafter, 
for, when he ordered him to make ready his afs, 
that he, among others, might go and meet the 
king, he flid away himfelf to make his court 
firft; fo that Mephibofheth, being lame, was 
forced to ftay at Jerufalem (where he had all 
along mourned * for the king’s abfence) until 
David arrived: But when he was admitted into- 
his prefence, and the king feemed to be angry 
with him for not having accompanied him in his 
exile, he charged this /eeming negle€&t upon the 
perfidy of his fervant, whofe iniquity he fo 
clearly pointed out, and fet his own cafe in fo 
fair alight ¢, that the king was convinced of the 
treachery of Ziba, and therefore revoked the 
hafty grant he had made in his favour, and 
re{tored to Mephibofheth thofe poffeffions of 
which he had been divefted by the artifices of 
his perfidious and treacherous fervant. 

Before David had advanced as far as the river 
Jordan, in his return to Jerufalem, he was met 
by another perfon of diftinguifhed note who 
came to compliment him on the occafion. This 
was Barzillai, the Gileadite, who teftified his 
friendfhip and allegiance to him, during the time 
of the rebellion, by eps him and his men 
with great quantities of provifions during their 
ftay at Mahanaim. After Barzillai had paid the 
king reverence, David, in gratitude for favours 
received, gave him an ‘invitation to accompany 
him 





+ The words Jofephus puts into Mephibofheth’s mouth, 
when pleading his excufe to David for not attending him, 
and acknowledging the favours received from the king, are 
to this effeét:—‘* Nor has he only difappointed me (fpeak- 
“© ing of Ziba) in the exercife of my duty, but has been doing 
*¢ me fpightful offices to your majefty likewife: But you, Sir, 
“ are & fat, and fo great a lover of God and truth, that 
** Tam fure your generofity and wifdom will never entertain 
** acalumny to my prejudice. Our family has had the ex- 
“* perience of your piety, modefty and goodnefs to a degrce 
*¢ never to be forgotten, in pafling over and pardoning the 
‘¢ innumerable hazards and perfecutions that you were ex. 
“© pofed to in the days and by the contrivance of my grand- 
«© father, when all our lives were forfeited, in your power, 
But then, after all this gracious ten- 
*¢ dernefs, your fuperadding the honour of taking me to 
*¢ your table, (a perfon fo obnoxious in regard of my rela- 
** tions) as a friend and as a gueft, nothing could be either 
‘© greater, or more obliging, and for all which I return you 
“© my molt fincere and foe acknowledgments.” 
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him to Jerufalem, and at the fame time pro- 
mifed that as foon as he arrived there he would 
liberally provide for him. Vhe good old man 
anfwered, Hew loug have I to live ihat I fhould 
go up with the king to Jerufalem? I am this day 
fourleore xcars old, and caw I difcern between geed 
and cvil ? Wave 1 any relith for the pleatures 
and enjoyments of a court ? Cen thy fervant 
tafte what I eat, er what I driuk ? Can I an 
more bear the veice of finzing men and fiuging 
women? Whercfere then foould thy frrvant be yet 
@ burthen lo izy lord the king 2 Thy fervant ceil! 
go a little way over “fordan with the king 3 and 
chy fhould the king recompence it me with fitch a 
reward ? hereby acknowledging that the honour 
he did him by his kind invitation to his court 
was too great a recompence for the fimall proofs 
he had given him of his affection and zeal for 
his perfon and government. Hie then defired 
the king’s permiffion to turn back again, that he 
might die in his own city, and be buried by the 
grave of his father and mocher. But that he 
might not appear to undervalue the king’s 
kind offers, he faid, Behold thy fervant Chim- 
ham t, let him go cver with mv lord the kins, and 
do tohim what fhall feem good unto thee. Navid 
replied, Chimbam fhall go over wtih me, and Iwill 
do to him that which fhall feem good to thec, and 
do fer bim whatfuever thou fhalt require of ine. 
Barzillai accordingly attended the king over the 
river Jordan, where the king embraced him in 
the moft afiectionate manner, wifhed him all 
happinefs, and fent him highly pleafed to his ha- 
bitation and family. 

When David had crofled the river Jordan, 
he procecded with all expedition towards Gilgal, 
attended not only by the whole tribe of Judah, 
but confiderable detachments from half of the 
other tribes ; as alfo the thoufand men with Shi- 
mei, of the tribe of Benjamin. When they came 
to Gilgal they found that the reft of the tribes 
were come down, in large bodies, to pay their 
fubmiffion to David.  Thete, underftanding 
that the tribe of Judah had been particularly 
fummoned by David to attend him, which none 
of the other tribes had been, and that upon their 
fingle invitation, without waiting for the other 
tribes, he had refolved to return to Jerufalem, 
they were incenfed to the higheft degree, and 
fuch a difference arofe between the mien of Ju- 
dah and theini as occafioned a new rebellion. 
The Uraelites in general thinking the credit of 
the king’s reftoration would be fixed on the tribe 
of Judah alone, thus expottulated with David: 
Hrhy, faid they, have our bretkien the men of “Sfu- 
dak, fiolen thee away (clandeftinely, as it were, 
taken thee from the reft of their brethren) cad 
have brought the king and bis Louwfpel!, and ail 
David's men with him over “forden ¢ as though 
he was their peculiar exclufive property, with 
whoin the refi of the tribes had no fhere. ‘The 
men of Judah, without fuitering David to in- 
terpofe, imprudently replied, Becauje the king is 
necr of kin to us, as being of our tribe, and 





J Itis generally fuppofed that Chimham was Barzillai’s 
fon. See a Kingsii. 7. In Jeremiah xli. a7. there is men- 
. ngs Sy ~ . . ‘ . 
Yien of rhe habitation of Chimbam, which was urar Bethle- 
fiem; and itis renfonable to fappofe thar David, having a 
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therefore we have fome peculiar intercft in him, 


Wrhevefire then be ye angiy with us for our being 
_ the firft to fhew our affection to hina ? efpecialty _ 
‘as we have put the king to no-expence for our 


attendance on him, nor received any gratuity for 


our zealin ferving him. ‘Chis anfwer farther in- 
flamed the Vraelices, whe replied, with indig- 
nation, “© We have ten parts in the king, and 


°* we have alfo more right in David than ye : 


“why then did ye deipife us, that our advice 


~© fhould not be firft had in bringing back our: 


“king.” "Phis the men of Judah treated with 
contempt, and anfwered the difcontented tribes 
in fo haughty a manner, that they wanted no 
thing but a leader to head them, to bring about 
a fecond revolution, and prevent David’s re- 
fettlement on the throne. ; 

Turbulent and factious perfons are feldom 
wanting in cafes of public difturbance, and fuch 
an one foon appeared among the Iiraelites, 
Sheba, the fon of Bichri, a Benjamite, (who had 
probably been an officer in the late rebellion, 
and was of a profligate temper and character) 
taking advantage of thefe difcontents, immedi- 
ately blew the trumpet of fedition, and cried out 
in the midit of the people, He have no part in 
Dav d, neither have we any inberitatce in the fon of 
Selle. Every mcn to his tent, O Tirael. This was 
ipoken by way of indignation to the daims of 
the tribe of Judah of a fuperior intereft in Da- 
vid as king, Since you will have it that the 
king is yours, be it fo. We renounce all intereft 
in, and claim to him; and you and the king may 
go together. Let us return to our camp, O If- 
rael, and provide aking for ourfelves. 

As the Iraelites in general were ever prone to 
rebellion, this fpeech of Sheba’s took immediate 
effect. “Phe body of the people deferted David, 
marched off under Sheba, and probably would 
have advanced him, orone of Saul’s family, to 
the crown, had not proper meafures been imme- 
diately taken to quafh the defection in its in- 
fancy. The tribe of Judah continued faithful 
to the king, whom they conducted, with all ex- 
pedition, to his palace at Jerufalem. 

As {foon as David had taken poffeMion of Je- 
rufalem, and was reinftated in his palace, one of 
his firft cares was, to remove thofe coacubines, 
or fecondary wives, whom Abfalom had fo fcan- 
daloufly abufed. He therefore ordered them to 
be feparated from the palace, and maintained in 
a proper place of feclufion and retirement, where 
they were kept the remainder of their lives as 
widows, without having any future commerce 
with man. This was certainly a very prudent 
ftep taken by David, for had they been permitted 
to appear again in public, it might have been ef 
bad confequence, at leaft.it would have renewed 
in the minds of the people the opprobious in- 
famy of his fon, whofe faults he was anxioufly 
defirous of burying in oblivion. 

The infurrection of Sheba was now beccme 
too ferious to be negle€ted. David, therefore, 
gave orders to Amata (whom he appointed cap- 

; tain- 











patrimony in the feld of Bethlehem, befowed it upon this 
fon of Barzillai, from whence the place received the name 
of Cinhnnham, 


\ 


Cuap. XII. 


tain-general in Joab’s ftead) to affemble the 
troops of the tribe of Judah within three days, 
and to put himfelf at the head of them, that he 
might review them in perfon at Jerufalem. 
Amafa, by fome means or other, did not appear 
at the time appointed, upon which David, to 
prevent the inconvenience of amy farther delay, 
and the increafe of Sheba’s party, ordered Abi- 
fhai, Joab’s brother, to gather together the 
king’s guards, and what other forces he could 
colicét, and immediately puriue Sheba, to pre- 
vent him, if poffible, from feizing any of the 
fortified cities for his fecurity. Abifhai accord- 
ingly took Joab’s own regiment, confifting of 
the Cherethites and Pelethites, together with all 
the mighty men that were in, or near the city, 
and marched out of Jerufalem in purfuic of the 
rebel. Joab attended him though not as general; 
and when they had got as far as the great rock 
of Gibeon, they were joined by Amafa, with 
the men of Judah he had collected, who put 
himfelf at the head of the whole as commander 
in chief, 

The garment that Joab wore was girt round 
him in the military manner, and over it was the 
belt of his fword, fo faftened that the fword 
hung upon his loins in the fcabbard. As Joab 
went up to Amafa, the fword falling out of the 
feabbard, he caught it in his left hand, and faid 
to Amala, rt thou in health my brother ? imme- 
diately after which he took hold of Amafa’s 
beard with his right hand in order to falute him, 
as was then the cuftom of the country. Amafa, 
cither not feeing the {word in his left hand, or, 
becaufe he fufpected no treachery, not regarding 
iz, received Joab’s falute, when the perfidious 
wretch inftantly plunged his fword into Amafa’s 
body, killed him on the fpot, left him weltering 
in his blood, and then haughtily and treafon- 
ably put himfelf at the head of the army. 
‘his was, as Jofephus obferves, a very impious 
and execrable action, thus to murder a relation, 
who had never injured him out of envy for his 
being created general, and having an equal fhare 
in the king’s favour with himfelf. He had mur- 
dered Abner before on the fame account: but 
for that he had a fpecious pretence, namely, 
that he did it to avenge the death of his brother 
Affahel ; whereas he had not any excufe whate- 
ver for the murder of Amafa. 

After Joab had executed this horrid piece of 
butchery on Amafa, he left one of his fervants to 
ftand by the body; and, left the troops fhould 
be at a lofs what to do when they faw their ge- 
neral dead, he ordered him to tell them, as they 
marched by, that whoever was in Joab’s intereft, 
and David’s faithful friend, they fhould imme- 
diately follow Joab. But when the foldiers faw A- 
mafa wallowing in his blood, they flocked around 
him, were fhocked at the fpectacle, and feemed 
unwilling to follow Joab in the expedition. 
‘he officer obferving this removed the dead 
body out of the road into a neighbouring 
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§ The words Jofephus puts into the woman’s mouth, on 
tus occafion, is to the following effet: ‘* Will ye, fays 
‘* fhe, like traitors, fuffer your wives and children to perith 
fcr the fake of a villain whom none of you know? What 
has Sheba done for you that can balance the obligations 
you lay under to David? Or, fetting afide all other ar. 
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field, and covered it with a cloth, upon which 
the people went on after Joab, who was gone 
before in purfuic of the rebel. 

In the mean time Sheba, in order to draw 
together a confiderable army, had marched with 
his adherents from Gilgal, through all the tribes 
that lay in his way to Abel-Maacah, a fortified 
town belonging to the tribe of Naphtali, in the 
northern partof Judea. Not meeting with that 
fuccefs he had expected, he refolved noe to pro- 
ceed any farther, but, for the prefent, to fecure 
himielf in the town of which he was now pof- 
feffed. 

As foon as Joab underftood where Sheba had 
fhut himfelf up, he immediately marched with his 
army to the place, whither he had no fooner ar- 
rived, than he ordered his men to throw up a fort 
of rampart againft the wall of the city, from 
whence he battered it in order to beat it down. 
After making fome progrefs in this bufinefs, a 
prudent woman of the city, getting upon the 
top of the walls, called to the befiegers, and 
begged fhe might be permitted to fpeak to their 
general. This being granted, Joab approached 
the walls within hearing, when the woman ad- 
dreffed him in words to this effe@&: “ It has, 
‘© fays fhe, been always a cuftom founded on the 
law of God, whenever the Ifraelites came 
before any city, to offer peace in the firft place, 
even though the inhabitants were of another 
nation; much more ought it to be done to a 
people, who are all of the fame blood, and the 
greateft part of them loyal fubjects to the 
king.” Lam one of them that ave peaceable and 
Faithful in Ifrael: thou feekeft to deftroy @ city, and 
a mother in Irael: why wilt thou fB%llow up the 
inheritance of the Lord ® Joab told her he had 
not any ill defign againft the people of the city ; 
all he requefted was, that they would deliver up 
the rebel Sheba, on doing which he would im- 
mediately raife the fiege, and draw off his army. 
The woman defired him to defiit for a fhort time, 
and his requeft fhould be complied with: Bebo/d, 
faid fhe, his head fhall be thrown to thee over the 
wall. ‘The woman then went to the principal 
people of the city, to whom fhe related the con- 
ference that had paffed between her and Joab, 
and expoftulated § with them fo forcibly on the 
great danger they were in, that they immediately 
feized Sheba, cut off his head, and threw it over 
the wall to Joab, in the prefence of the whole 
army. 

In confequence of this Joab, agreeable to his 
promife, ordered a retreat to be founded, and the 
foldiers difperfed every man to his tent. Having 
thus put an end to the rebellion, Joab returned 
to the king at Jerufalem, and was continued in 
the poft of captain-general, which he had 
ufurped after the murder of Amafa. 

This circumftance hath occafioned fome very 
fevere refle€tions on David’s honour and juttice, 
and he is reproached by fome becaufe Joab was 
continued in the command, and not a fingle fy)- 
lable 





** guments, how can you be fo unreafonable as to fuppofe 
that you are able to refilt the force cf fo powerful an ar- 
my as is even now before you? Be quick in your deter- 
mination, for on that depends cither your fafety, or im- 
« mediate deftruction.”” 


ce 
ce 
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lable of any notice taken by David of the mur- 
ther of Amafa, whom he himfelf had appointed 
general ; as tho’ David had acquietced in the 
murther, and confirmed Joab in the command of 
the army, as the reward of it. But that David 
did greatly refent this murther of Amafa, is evi- 
dent from his laft advice to Solomon, in which 
he nobly recommends, and gives it in charge to 
him, to do juftice on that bloody affaffin for the 
murthers of Abner and Amafa. David was not 
now able himfelf to do it, and Joab was too 
powerful a fubjecét to be brought to any account. 
‘We have feen that he had infolence enough, 
after Abfalom’s death, to threaten the king with 
a new revolt, if he did not do what he ordered 
him; and after the affaffination of Amafa, he 
ufurped, in defiance of his mafter’s appointment, 
the command of all the forces. They feem to 
have had an affection for him as a brave and fuc- 
cefsful general ; he had juft now reftored the 
quiet of the land, by intirely quelling the infur- 
rection under Sheba, and returned to Jerufalem, 
without fear of the king, and in defiance of juf- 
tice, as generaliffimo of the army ; and conti- 
nued to affume this rank, not by David’s order 
and inclination, but by his mere acquiefcence in 
a meature that was contrary to his will, but 
which he was not able, at this time, to fet 
afide. e: 

We come now to a part of David’s hiftory 
and conduét, that hath been, by fome, thought 
exceptionable, though we cannot help thinking 
it far otherwife, it being an illuftrious proof of 
the generofity of his temper, the regard he paid 
to his oath to Saul, and the friendfhip he owed 
to the memory and family of Jonathan. That 
the reader may be the better judge of this matter 
it will be neceffary to recapitulate fome matters 
(which we fhall do in as concifea manner as 
poflible) that have been already amply men- 
tioned, and which took place while Jofhua was 
leader of the people. 

The inhabitants of Gibeon, (a large royal 
city, which, after the divifion of the country, 
was yielded to the tribe of Benjamin) were A- 
morites by birth and nation; and when the If- 
raelites under Jofhua invaded the land of Cana- 
an, the Gibeonites, hearing what Jofhua had done 
to Jericho and Ai, and fearful of their own fafe- 
ty, fraudulently perfuaded the Hraelites to enter 
into a league with them, which was folemly ra- 
tified by a public oath, fo that they had the na- 
tional faith for the fecurity of their lives and 
properties ; for which reafon the Ifraelites, when 
they came to their cities, and were informed of 
the fraud, murmured againft the princes for ha- 
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{| The circumftance of Saul’s death could be no reafon 
againft bringing to juftice thofe of his bs:edy boule, who had 
heen the inilruament. of his c-elty in the deftruction of the 
poo: Gibeonites, if any of them were alive after his death, 
whatever might be the numberof years between the com- 
miffion of the crime, and the inflidting the vengeance it de- 
fe:.ed. ‘Che reafon why the oracle expre(sly dictated no 
ac: of expiation, was becaule David only enquired for what 
yeafon the famine was fent. When this was known, it was 
_ fc well known that the Gibconitcs were to have fome proper 
Sitisfaétion made to them; fo that though the oracular 
aniwer did not di@ate in exprefs words any att of expiation, 
"cit was of fach a nature as that David was immediately led 
cu think of anexpiation; for he knew that the foedding of 
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ving made a league with the Gibeonites. The 
princes, to appeafe the people, faid to them, 
*¢ We have fworn unto them by the Lord God 
of Ifrael, therefore we muft not touch them. 
We will even let them live, left wrath be: upon 
us, becaufe of the oath which we fware unto 
them.” They were accordingly fpared, but 
condemned to fervitude, and made hewers of 
wood, and drawers of water, for the congrega- 
tion, and for the altar of the Lord, perpetually, 
in the place which he fhould choole, that is, 
wherever the tabernacle or ark fhould refide.— 
See Jofhua ix. x. xviii. 

But Saul, to ingratiate himfelf with the peo- 
ple, under the fpecious pretence of public fpirit, 
and to appear warm and active for the national 
intereft, fought to flay them, and to deftroy then 
from remaining in anv of the coafts of Ifrael. Te 
actually put many of them to death, employing 
thofe of his own houfe or family in the execu- 
tion: this he did in cold blood, in times of 
peace, when the Gibeonites were unarmed and 
deftirute of affiftance ; and all in direct violation 
of the public oath and faith he had given them 
for their fecurity. His crime was therefore enor- 
mous and highly aggravated, laid the nation un- 
der the guilt of perjury and murder, and fub- 
jected them to the Divine difpleafure. 

Though the punifhment due for the blood 
which had been thus horridly fhed was (for rea- 
fons not to be accounted for) poftponed for a 
confiderable time, yet it at length took place. 
Soon after the quelling of Sheba’s rebellion the 
Ifraelites were afflicted with a moft dreadful fa- 
mine, which continued for three fucceffive years, 
inthe laft of which David, moved by fo extraor- 
dinary a calamity, enquired of the Lord the 
caufe of it, and was antwered by the Oracle, that 
it was for Saul, and bis bloody houfe, Lecaufi he flew 
the Gideonites ||. In confequence of this David 
fent for fome of the principal perfons who had 
efcaped the maffacre, and faid to them, baz 
Joall I do fur you? wherewithal foall 1 make the 
atonement, that ye may blefs the inheritance of the 
Lord? What fatisfaction do you require for the 
injuries that have been done you? The Gibe- 
onites anfwered, [Ve will have no filver nor gold 
of Saul, nor of bis boufe, neither fer us foalt thou 
kill any man in Ifrael. David then bade them 
afk what they would have, and their requeft 
fhould be iminediately granted. They replied, 
‘© The man that confumed us, and that devited 
againft us, that we fhould be deftroyed from 
remaining in any of the coafts of Ifrael ; let 
feven men of his fons be delivered unto us, 
and we will hang them up unto the Lord in 

* Gibeah 
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blood was only to be atoned by the fbedding of his or their 
4lood, on whom the murder was chargeable; {o that the oracle 
did really dictate, though not in words, the neceffity of an 
expiation, by pointing out the crime for which the famine 
was fent. Ji is not eafy to fay when the flaughter of the 
Gibeonites was committed: the Jews, indeed, pretend, that 
Saul had taken it intro his head, in one of his phrenetic fits 
of zeal, to cut them all off; but they give us no authority 
for it. It is therefore generally, and with greater probabili- 
ty, believed to have happened when he fea all the priefts 
and inhabitants of Nob, for the Gibeonites were a kind of 
fervants to the priefts, and employed in fome of the lowelt 
and moft laborious offices, 
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«¢ Gibeah of Sail, who was chofen of the Lord.” 
David cold them their requeft fhould be imme- 
diately complied with; upon which (fparing 
Mephibotheth, the fon of Jonathan, and all the 
male line of Saul *, who had any claim to; or 
were capable of contending with him for the 
crown and difturbing him in the poffeffion of 
it) he delivered to them the two baftard fons of 
Rizpah, Saul’s concubine, and the five fons of 
Micah, his youngeft daughter, by Adriel, the 
fon of Barzillai the Meholathite. 

Thefe feven defcendants of Saul being deli- 
vered into the hands of the Gibeonites, they im- 
mediately put them to death, by hanging them 
on gibbets erected for the purpofe ; and in this 
fituation it was intended they fhould continue 
till chere fell rain upon the earth, the want of 
which had occafioned the famine. Rizpah was 
fo affected at the fate of her two fons, that fhe 
had atent made of fackcloth (pitched near the 
place where they were executed) for her to live 
in, that, by the help of her fervants, fhe might 
keep watch day and night to prevent the birds 
and beafts from deftroying the carcafes; and in 
this ficuation did fhe continue till they were taken 
down and interred. 

It is to be obferved, to the honour of David, 
that though he was under the neceffity of de- 
livering up fome of Saul’s family to jultice, in 
order to give fatisfaction to the injured Gibe~- 
onites, yet he took the firft opportunity he could 
to pay the laft tokens of refpect that were in his 
power to the memory of Saul and his unhappy 
family. As foon as it appeared that the natural 
caule of the famine was over by the return of the 
rain, he ordered the bones of Saul and Jonathan 
(which had been buried near Jabefh-Gilead) to 
be taken up, and, with the bodies of thofe who 
had been hung up by the Gibeonites, interred 
them honourably in the fepulchre of Kish, Saul’s 
father; whereby he amply teftified that fo far 
from having any enmity againft Saul’s fainily, he 
was pleafed with the opportunity of fhewing re- 
{pect to his name and memory. This whole ac- 
count concludes with the following obfervation 
of the hiftorian. And they performed all that the 
king commanded, and after that God was in- 
treated for the land: God approved of David's ge- 
nerofity to the family and remains of his enemy, 
and, as a reward for it, fent profperity to him 
and his people. 





* David had given Saul his oath, ‘* that he would not cut 
of his feed after him, nor deftroy his name out of his fa- 
ther’s houfe.” Had Saul’s family committed crimes worthy 
of death, David’s.oath would have been no reafon againit 
punifhing them according to their deferts ; and fuch punith- 
ment, if deferved, had been no breach of his oath. If 
David did not cut off his feed after him, fo as to deftroy his 
his name out of his father’s houfe, he did not violate his oath 
to Saul. Now David did not cut off one fingle perfon of 
Saul’s family, whofe death had a tendency to dettroy his 
name out of his father’s houfe. The feed is always reck- 
oned by the males, and not the females of a family; and 
the name in a father’s houfe could only be preferved by the 
male defcendants. But David gave up only two baftards, the 
fons of Rizpah, Saal’s concubine, who were not the legal 
feed of Saul; and five of the fons of his eldeft daughter by 
Adriel, (who could only keep up Adriel’s: name, and not 
Saul’s ;) and hereby obferved, without the leaft violation, 
his oath to Saul. Not one of the perfons he furrendered 
Was capable of fucceeding Saul, efpecially whilft any of the 
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The calamity of the famine being removed, 
David's attention was engaged in oppofing the 
Philiftines; who; though they had been greatly 
humbled in the beginning of his reign, having 
yet fome gigantic men among them, again waged 
war againit him: He accordingly marched 
againft them at the head of a very confiderable 
army, and engdging them foon obrainéd a com- 
plete victory, great numbers being flain, and the 
reft put to flight: Butthis battle was very near 
proving fatal to David. One of the Philiftines 
(a man of fo large a fize that his lance weighed 
three hundred fhekels) feeing him detached from 
his army, and quite fpent, turned fhort, and 
fuddenly ftruck him to the ground ; but Abithai, 
the brother «f Joab, coming at the precife mo- 
ment to his relief, not only preferved the king, 
but killed the Philiftine. The whole army were 
fo fenfible of the king’s danger,. and the inter- 
pofition of Providence for his fafety, that they 
fwore he fhould never, from that time, perfo- 
nally engage in battle, left his natural courage 
fhould involve him in the like or worfe misfor- 
tunes, by means of which the nation would fuf- 
tain an irreparable lo(s; and the people be de- 
prived of thofe diftinguifhed bleffings they 
had fo often experienced under his govern- 
ment fF, 

Notwithftanding this defeat, the Philiftines 
were ftill determined to difturb the peace of If- 
rae]. Having rallied their fcattered forces, they 
fixed their place of rendezvous in the plain of 
Gob, upon which David difpatched an army 
againft them, and a battle taking place the Hra- 
elites again became victorious. In this expedi- 
tion, Sibbechai, the Hufhathite, a very brave 
and experienced warrior, acquired great repu- 
tation by killing Saph, one of the race of giants, 
with his own hands. 

After this two other battles took place betweeri 
the army of the Philiftines and that of David, 
both of which terminated in favour of the - 
raelites. In thefe battles were fain two of the 
mott gigantic men among the whole race of the 
Philiftines, one of whom was brother to the fa- 
mous Goliath, who had been fain by David du- 
ring the reign of Saul. ‘This laft conqueft quite 
fickened the Philiftines, who difbanded their 
army, and relinquifhed all farther thoughts of 
interrupting the [{raelites. 

David, having thus overcome his enemies, 
compofed 





male branches were alive. Now, at this very time, Mephi- 
bofheth, Jonathan’s eldeft fon, dwelt in David's family at 
Jerufalem ; and though lame-in his feet, yet he was found 
enough to be the father of a fon named Micha, who was at 
this time old enough to have children, and, indeed, had af- 
terwards four fons, from whom defcended a numerous pofle- 
rity, amounting in the whole (fons and grandfons included) 
to not lefs than one hundred and fifty. ‘This was undoubt- 
edly a farther proof thar David did not violate his oath to 
Saul in his treaty with the Gibeonites; but, on thecontrary, 
that he tock every meafure his thoughts could project of 
ttrigtly preferving it. . 

+ The prohibition of David’s going again to battle js 
thus beautifully exprefled by the facred hiftorian : Thcu fhalt 
geno more out with us to battle that thou quench not the light 
of dfrael, 2 Sam. xxi. 17. Good kings are, in {crip:ure, 
called the Light of the people (1 Kings xi. 36 ) becaufe the 
beauty and glory, the conduét and direction, the comfort 
and fafety, and welfare of a people, depend on, and ais’ 
derived from them. 
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compofed a pfalm or hymn on the occafion, in 
which he returned thanks to God for his great 
protection not only on this, but on all other oc- 
cafions during his life. This beautiful hymn, 
which is full of the moft grateful acknowledg- 
ments to his Divine benefactor, is contained in 
the 22d chapter of the Second Book of Samuel, 
and in the 18th among the whole lift con:poted 
by the immortal Pfalmift. 

At this time David had about him great num- 
bers of men of the moft approved courage and 
military prowefs, thirty-feven of whom he called 
his mighty men, or Worthies, from their having 
performed exploits of the moft dangerous and 
furprizing nature. Of thefe we fhall only take 
notice of the actions of five as related by the 
facred hiftorian, and from whom a tclerable idea 
may be formed of the atchievements of the 
reft. 

The firftt of thefe was Adino, the FEznite, 
who, in one encounter, broke into the ranks of 
the enemy, and, with his own hands, Jaid eight 
hundred men dead at his feet. 

The next was Eleazar, the fon of Dodo, the 
Ahohite, who diftinguifhed himfelf for his great 
valour and ftrength in an engagement at which 
David was prefent. The Philiftines were fo 
numerous that the Ifraelites gave way and fled; 
but Eleazar maintained his ground, and en- 
countering the enemy, made fuch a dreadful 
Maughter among them, that his fword was in a 
manner glued to his right hand with their 
blood. ‘This example of bravery animated the 
whole army, who immediately rallied their 
forces, fell on the Philiftines, and obtained a 
compleat. victory. 

The third was named Shammah, the fon of 
Agee, the Hararite. This champion alfo, in 
an engagement with the Philiftines, meintained 
his ground with fuch courage, after the Ifraelites 
had given way, that he put the enemy to flight, 
and from his diflinguifhed valour was obtained a 
compleat conqueit. Thele three heroes, be- 
fides the feats already mentioned, performed one 
of a very fingular nature in conjunction, the 
particulars of which are as follow: The army of 
the Philiftines lay in the valley of Rephaim, 
between David's camp and Bethlehem, where 
they had likewife a garrifon, David intimated 
a defire of having fome water from the well of 
Bethlehem, which being heard by thefe three 
chiefs, they forced their way throcgh the ene- 
my’s camp, and having drawn fome water out 
of the well, returned uninterrupted (the Phihi- 
tines ftaring at them with amazement as they 








¢ The words in the text are, And again the anger of the 
Lord qwas kindled vzcinft Lracl, and he moved Dawid agaiuft 
them to fay, Gerannber Lracl and Judah, 2 Sam, xxw, 1. 
But in tie original there is no nominative cafe at all We 
“find it howeve: fupplic! in 1 Chron, xxi. 1. where iris faid, 
that Satan food up againy. Leal, and provuked David fo num- 
ber Ifrael: Bur then, by the word Satan, theieis no necef- 
fity why we f.culd underftand the devil properly fo called, 
becaufe any evil minitler, or counfellor, that advifed David 
to number the people, will anfwer the fignification of the 
word as well: and that there was fuch conufellor, who 
prompted David to this action, feems to be implied ia thefe 
words of Joab: Nea the Lord thy God add unto the per pic 
Chow many fever they be) an hundred fold, and that the eyes 
of my Lord thy king may fee it, hut why doth my Lord the hing 
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paffed) and prefented it to the king. When 
David underftood at what price it had been pur- 
chafed, even at the moft imminent hazard of 
their lives, he would not drink of. it, but, giving 
God thanks for their fafety, poured it on the 
ground as an offering to the Lord. 

The fourth of thefe champions was Abifhai, 
the brother of Joab, who, in one day, flew 
three hundred of the Philiftines with his own 
hands. 

The fifth and laft we fhall mention was Benaiah, 
the fon of Jehoida. This mighty man was chal- 
lenged by two brothers, (Moabites) famous for 
their military exploits, both of whom he engaged 
at the fame time, and laid them dead at his feet. 
He likewife encountered with an Egyptian, a 
man of prodigious ftrength and fize. His ad- 
verfary was well provided with arms, and him- 
felf almoft defencelefs, notwithftanding which 
he clofed with him, wrefted his fpear from his 
hands, and killed him with his own weapon. But 
he performed another atchievement {till more 
extraordinary than the former. A lion had fallen 
into a pit, fr6m whence he could not extricate 
himfelf, and there being at the fame time a deep 
fnow, the mouth of the pit (which was narrow) 
was almoft clafed. Vhe lion, finding himfelf 
not likely to effect his efcape, fet up a moft hi- 
deous roar, upon which Benaiah, being direéted 
by the noife, went to the place, and immediately 
defcending into the pit, ftruck the lion fo for- 
cibly on the head with his club, that he fell to 
the ground, and inftantly expired. 

Such were the exploits performed by thefe 
five champions, and the other thirty two were 
no lefs diftinguifhed for their great courage and 
military proweds. " 

David, whatever was the occafion of it, fud- 
denly took it into his head that he would know 
the number of his people ft, forgetting the com- 
mand of Mofes, who had faid, that on fuch occa- 
fion there fhould be an oblation of half a thekel 
by the head offered to the Lord. (See Exad. 
xxx.) He accordingly gave orders to Joab to 
go through the whole kingdom, and bring him 
an account of all the people. Go, fatd he, 
through all the tribes of Ifrael, from Dan even to 
Becrjheba, and nuiler se the people. Joab ttrongly 
remonftrated againit {uch a procedure §, and that 
in a manner more modeft than was cuftomary 
with him ; but the king’s orders were pofitive, 
upon which Joab, affifted by fome of the king’s 
principal officers, fat out on the expedition. 
‘They began on the eatt fide of the river Fordan, 
went round by the north parts of Canaan, and 

returned 





aelight in this thing? 2 Sam. xxiv. 3. Whereby it feems 
plain, that the matter had been devated in the king’s coun- 
cil before, and that, though Joab was one who oppofed 
ne David waz more influenced by the periuafion of fome 
other. 

§ Ibis evident that this aGion of David’s was thought a 
very wrong ftep, even by joab himfelf, who remonitrated 
againhit, being apprebenfive of the bad confequences that 
might uttend it: and therefore Foab counted non Levi and 

fenjamin, 1 Chron. xxi. 6. dbccaufe the ing’s word was abo- 
ainable takin. tis probable we do.not underftand all tha 
civcumitances of this very fingular tranfa@ion.; but Joab’s 
fente of it (who was no tcrypulous man) fhews that David's 
conduét in it was exceeding imprudent, and might fubject 
his people to very great inconveniences, 
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returned to Jerufalem at the end of nine months 
and twenty: days. By the eftimate Joab brought 
there appeared to be 800,000 men fit to. bear 
arms, and 500,000 1n the tribe. of Judah only ; 
exclufive of the tribes of. Levi and Benjamin, 
whom he had not numbered. 

David had no fooner received the account of 
the number of his people than his heart mifgave 
him. He knew he had offended the. Almighty 
in what he had done, and entreated_ pardon by 
the moft fervent prayers and fupplications. J 
bave finned, faid he, greatly in that I bave done: 
and now I befeech thee, O Lord, take away the 
iniquity of thy fervant, for I bave done very fool- 
fhty. é 
hci morning the prophet Gad was fent 
to David with an offer of three things for his 
choice ; namely, a feven years famine; _perfe- 
cution by his enemies for three months; or a 
pettilence for three days. The choice of {uch great 
evils exceedingly perplexed and confounded 


David, who, knowing he muft accept of one of | 


the three, argued with himfelf to this effect : 
“<< If, fays he, I chufe the famine, it will appear 
«© as if I had more care for myfelf than my 
“© people, as it is very unlikely I should be dif» 
“ treffed for the want of bread. If I chufe a 
« courfe of unfuccefsful battles with the enemy, 
« jt will appear the fame, having {trong holds 
“© or caftles, to which I can fly for fafety. But 
«< for the lait, it is a calamity common as well to 
“ kings as fubjects, and which ftrikes.terror into’ 
« all without diftin@tion. I had rather fall into 
« the hands of God than thofe of my enemies.” 
Let us fall new into the hand of the Lord, for his 
mercies ave great, and let me not fall into the hand 
of man |. : 
David having made choice of the peitilence, 
God was pleafed to fend it immediately among 
the people, and it raged with fuch irrefiftable 
violence, that within the three days it took off 
no lefs than 70,000 men. It began in the ex- 
treme part of the kingdom, and made hafty 
advances towards Jerufalem, which when the 
king and inhabitants heard, they cloathed them- 
felves in fackcloth and, with all humility, cried 
unto God for mercy. A little before the evening 
facrifice (or before the time of evening prayer) 
there appeared an angel over Jerufalem, brand- 
ifhing a flaming fword, as if going to deftroy 
it. As foon as David faw this Divine meffenger 
he broke out into an exclamation to this effect : 
“ Lord, punifh the fhepherd, but preferve the 
“* fheep; pour down thy wrath on me and my 
* family, but let me befeech thee to fpare the 





\| This was as much as if he had faid, ‘* I am now fully 
convinced of the great provocation I have given to the 
Lord my God, by breaking his law in numbering the 
people from motives of oftentation, and not with a view 
of fupporting the temple fervice, for which numbering 
was originally sutended. I am likewife, in the mof hum- 
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truft in the arm of flefh, and not in the Lord Jehovah, 
who was at all times ready to help me. But flill let me 
fall into the hands of that Divine Being, for I know that 
his tender.mercies are over all his works, while the mét- 
cies of any cnemies are, at beit, little more than cruelty. 


a 














jfocep, what have they done ? 


ble manner, forced to acknowledge that I have put my. 
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“ innocent people; for "tis I alone who have of- 
“© fended thee.” J bave finned, and / have done 
wickedly: but thefe fheep, whet have they done ? 
Let thine bind, I pray thee, be again} me, and 
my father’s houfe*. m 

Ie may not be impropet to make a fhort di- 
greffion, in order to put.to rights fuch (and many 
no deubt, there are) as may think it ftrange thar 
the people fhould be involved in the fame pu- 
nifhment with David, who, at firft view, appears 
to have been the only perfon that had committed 
the offence. It is to be obferved, that kingsin 
general are no otherwife to be punifhed in their 
regal capacities, nor, oftentimes, to be brought 
to account for the errors of their adiminilftration, 
but by public calamities; by famine, peftilence, 
foreign wars, domettic convulfions, or fome other 
like diftreffes, that affect their people. If, 
therefore, it pleafes God to fhew his dilpleafure 
againtt princes for the public errors of their ad- 
muiniftration, it muft be right and fit for him to 
afflict their people; and, indeed, this is nothing 
more than what frequently happens in the com- 
mon courfe of Providence. If this be a diffi- 
culty, it affects narural religion as well as re- 
vealed ; and the fame confiderations that will 
obviate the difficulty in one cafe will folve it 
alfo in the other. Befides, in this cafe, the peo- 
ple even themfelves were very culpable ; for the 
command was abfolute: When thou takeft the 


fum of the children of Ifracl, then fhall they give 


every man a ranfom for his foul. And therefore, 
as they knew, or might have known, that, upon 
being numbered, they were to pay the prefcribed 
ranfom, which yet they neglected or refufed to 
do; as partners in the offence, they juftly fhared 
in the penalty inflicted. It is allowed, that the 
tax was not ut this time demanded by David ; 
and this was his fin, in fetting afide a pofitive 
command of God. The demanding this tax 
by his own authority might have created a na- 
tional difturbance, and therefore fhould have 
prevented him from numbering his people. But 
they fubmitted to. be numbered, and were there- 
fore bound to pay the tax, whether David de- 
manded it of them or nor, for the law did not 
exempt them from the payment, if he who num- 
bered them did not demand it. They were to 


pay it asa ranfom for their lives, and to exempt 
themfelves from the plague ; and were therefore 


punifhed with a pkague for their neglect and dif- 
obedience. 


David, indeed, takes the guilt upon himfelf, 
and declares his people innocent of it: The/e 
And it is true that 

the 





«© Let God chaftife me, for furcly he is my friend, and 
© will be fo both in time and in eternity.” 

* The judgment again David for his tranfgreffion was 
fufficiently vinble, otherwife he could not have feen the form 
that the deftroying angel affumed; but here we find, that as a 


moft pious man and a good fovereign, he repents of 


thofe fins he had committed in the moit voluntary man- 


‘| nef, and while he looks upon himfelf as the procurin 


cause of al the evils that had happened, he begs that Go 


| wenid wreak his vengeance upon him, and not upon his 


people, who were innocent. 
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the order to number the people was David’s, of 
which his people were wholly innocent: but 
they fhould have remonftrated againft it to the 
king, or voluntarily to have paid the capitation 
tax required of them; and as they did neither, 
they could not plead innocence as a reafon for 
their exemption from punifhment. And even 
fuppofing they were free from all blame in this 
affair, can we fuppofe they were fo intirely free 
from all other tranfgreffions, as that it was in- 
juftice in God to vifit them with a peftilence ? 
Were not many of them concerned in the re- 
bellion of Abfalom ? Is it not exprefsly faid 
that the anger of the Lord was kindled againft I/- 
rael? And can we fuppofe that the righteous 
Lord, whofe mercy is over all his works, could 
be angry with the people if innocent ?—If nor, 
God did them no injuftice by fending the pefti- 
lence; and therefore none by fending it at 
thac time, and as an immediate punifhment of 
David’s fin. God, by virtue of his fupreme au- 
thority over mankind, may refume life whenever 
he pleafes. If there be no fin, the immediate 
refumption of life will be 'no punifhment ; if 
there be, a refumption of life will not be unjuft, 
though the immediate reafon of that refumption 
may be, for the punifhment of another; efpe- 
cially as all fuch inftances have a real tendency 
to promote the public good, and to preferve alive 
in the minds both of princes and peopte, that 
reverence for the Deity, without which neither 
public or private virtue can fubfift, nor the prof- 
perity of kingdoms ever be fecured and efta- 
blifhed upon folid and lafting foundations. 

We fhall only juft add, to what we have already 
obferved, that it is very plain the Ifraelites were 
punifhed, not altogether becaufe David_num- 
bered the people, but becaufe they had offended 
the Lord, and, by their vices, called down their 
punifhment upon them: nor can we, upon a 
review of what has been related, want proofs of 
their criminality. Can any thing be more fhame- 
ful and finful than the rebellion we have men- 
tioned in this and the preceding chapter ? rebel- 
lions againft a good and pious king, eftablifhed 
over them by the immediate choice of God him- 
felf? Doubtlefs fuch conduét juitly merited 
chaftifement from the hand of God: and it may, 
perhaps, be thought not unworthy of obferva- 
tion, that other nations, after rebellions againft 
their lawful monarchs, have fuffered the like 





+ This threfhing-floor was on Mount Moriah, where Cain 
and Abel are faid to have offered up their facrifices; where 
Abraham intended offering up his fon Ifaac, and where the 
temple of Solomon was afterwards erected. 


{ See 1 Chron. xxii. 1. 
§ Ic is not improbable, that God, at this time, revealed 
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punifhment with the Ifraelites in the préfent 
cafe. The latter part of David's: exclavation 
to Gad, ler thine hand be ayainf} mes &e. iF a 
noble .inftance of his generous concern for the 
welfare of his people. The language is tender 
and pathetic: it is the real language and fpirit 
of a genuine, a true father of the people, devo- 
ting himfelf and family as facrifices to Ged for 
the prefervation of his fubjetts. But to 
return. 

In confequence of David’s folemn humiliation 
and interceflion with God for his people, the 
prophet Gad was fent to him the fame day, with 
an order that he fhould ereét an altar unto the 
Lord in the threfhing-floor of Araunah the Je- 
bufite t+. David immediately fet about obeying 
the Divine commands, and when he came to 
the place, Araunah, fecing him at a diftance, 
ran to meet him, and, after paying reverence, 
afked him, Why he came there, and what com- 
mands he had for his fervant? David-told him 
he came to purchafe his threfhing-floor, in order 
to raife an altar on it, and to offer facrifices ‘to 
God. Araunah replied in words to this effet: 
“Not only my threfhing-floor, but all that I 
have is at my lord’s fervice; and I humbly 
“ befeech God that he will be pleafed to accepr 
“ your facrifice.” David thanked him for his 
generous offers, but told him, he could not ac- 
cept of them, for that it muit be a purchafe, and 
not a gift, as it would not be right to offer a 
facrifice at another’s expence. He therefore gave 
him fifty fhekels of filver for the threfhing-Hoor 
and fome oxen, and immediately offered up fa- 
crifices to God, who, in confequence thereof, 
was pleafed to rein{ftate him in his favour. Tbe 
Lerd was intreated for the land, and the plague was 
Stayed from Ifrcel, the city of Jerufalem being 
mercifully fpared, and exempted from this dread- 
ful calamity. 

After this David, encouraged by the Divine 
protection in having removed the pettilence from 
his people, continued to offer up facrifices on 
the altar he had erected in this place; and pub- 
licly declared, This is the boufe cf the Lord God, 
this is the altar of the burnt-offering, for Ifrad t; 
hereby confecrating the fpot for the erection of 
the intended temple, and to be the feat and cen- 
ter of public worfhip for all the tribes of If 
rael }. 





“ 
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to David the exact frame and fafhion of the temple; that 
from the acceptablenefs of his facrifices he perceived that 
this threfhing-floor was the place which God had defigned 
for the fituation of his temple, and that he not only pur- 
chafed that, but the whole top of Mount Moriah likewile, 
for the ground-plot of the intended building. 4 
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David, being grown old and difeafed, is cherifoed by Abifoag; a soung woman, @ Shunammite: Ado 
nijab, David's eldeft fon living, makes an attempt to obtain the throne in confequence of bis father's 
infirmities. He is affifted in the confpiracy by Foab and Abiathar 5 but all their endeavotirs prove 
fruitlefs. Solomon, by David's appointment, is anbvinted king by Zadok and Nathan. Adonijab, 
being. terrified, flies to the altar, and is Jpared by Solomon: David makes a fpeech to the Princes 
of the refpeétive tribes concerning the building of the temple: His laf charge to bis fon Solomon. 
His death and charaGer. 


Nathan the prophet, who knew God's de- 
fignation +, David’s choice, and the people’s in- 
tereft, having received intelligence of the meet- 
ing appointed by Adonijah; gave information of 
it to Baththeba, ftrongly advifing her to g0 to the 
king, and prefs him, in the moft urgent manner, 
immediately to declare Solomon his fucceffor, 
things being come to fuch an extremity as to 
threaten the moft imminent danger. 

Baththeba, taking Nathan’s advice, immedi- 
ately repaired to the king, and having acquainted 
him with Adonijah’s confpiracy, begged him to 
name her fon Solomon his fucceffor, agreeable to 
the promife he had formerly made, and ratified 
withan oath, While the was with the king Na- 
than entered the apartment, and confirmed all] 
fhe had faid relative to the confpiracy; upon 
which David, turning to Baththeba, faid, As the 
Lord liveth, that hath redeemed my foul out of all 
diftrefs, even as I fware unto thee by the Lord God 
of Ifrael, faying, Affuredly Soloman thy fon Shall 
reign after me, and be Jeall fit upon my throne in 
my fiead ; even fo will I certainly do this day, 

David ftri@tly performed his promife to Bath- 
fheba. He immediately commanded Zadok the 
prieft, Nathan the Prophet, and Benaiah, the 
captain of his guards, with the officers and mi- 
nifters of ftate, to mount Solomon on the mule 
he was accuftomed to ride himfelf ¢; and having, 
in this manner, conducted him to Gihon §, Za- 
dok and Nathan fhould there anoint him with 
holy oil, after which they fhould proclaim him 
king by found of trumpet, faying, God fave hing 
Solomon. All this was ftriGtly executed agreeable 
to the orders of David, after which Solomon was 
conducted back to Jerufalein amidft the fhouts 
and acclamations of the people. 

But how thunderftruck was Adonijah and his 
company, when, being juft upon the point of pro- 
claiming him king, they heard the found of the 

trumper, 


_—_——— 


ready born were to be the perfon; and in 1 Chron. xxii. 8, 
&c. he declared by the fame prophet, that, after his father, 
Solomon fhould reign, and build him an houfe. This Ado- 
nijah could not but know ; and therefore his fetting himfelf 
againft the decree of heaven made his fin the greater in at. 
tempting to poffefs himfelf of the throne. 

$ In thefe days it wasa Capital offence to ride upon the 
king’s afs, or mule, to fit upon his throne, or to handle his 
{ceptre, without his order; whereas, on the contrary, to 
have the honour to ride on the king’s beaft, by his a point. 
ment,. was the higheft dignity that could be beftowed on a 
fubje&t. Ie was always confidered in this light by the Per. 
fians, as appears from the ftory of Mordecai, in the fixth 
chapter of the Book of Efther. 







































AVID, being now grown into years (in 
D his feventieth year, or ready to enter on it) 
experienced a great decay in his natural vigour 
and warmth, infomuch that though he was well 
covered with clothes, he could not’ get any heat. 
In confequence of this a confultation was held 
among his phyficians, who advifed that, to fup- 
ply him with natural heat, a virgin fhould lie in 
the fame bed with him. Accordingly, one Abi- 
fhag, a young and beautiful || woman of Shu- 
nam, belonging to the tribe of Iffachar, was 
brought to hin, and made his concubinary wife; 
but David had never any carnal knowledge of 
her, being, from his infirmities, incapable of 
poffeffing connubial enjoyments. 

As David was become almott ina¢tive from his 
natural infirmities, Adonijah (who, next after 
Abfalom, was his eldeft fon) taking advantage 
of his imperfections, entertained thoughts of af- 
fuming the fovereignty, on a prefumption that 
his father either could not, or would not, obftrué 
him. He was, indeed, a prince of exquifite beauty, 
greatly admired by the people, and Particularly 
indulged * by his father. He was in difpofition 
much the fame as his brother Abfalom, and pur- 
fued the like meafures, having fet up a pom- 
pOus equipage, retained a prodigious number of 
attendants, and living in the moft fumptuous 
manner. 

Adonijah had gained over to his party Joab, 
the general of the forces, and Abiathar the prieft, 
by whofe advice he invited all his brothers (ex- 
cept Solomon) and all the great men of Judah 
{except Nathan the prophet, Benaiah, captain 
of the guards, and the officers of the army, 
who, with Zadok the prieft, were not for him) 
to a fumptuous entertainment at Enrogel, near 
Jerufalem, the defign of which was, as foon 
as the company began to be merry, to proclaim 
him king, 


ll If it be afked, how the beauty of the perfon to be em- 
ployed for this purpofe was concerned in David's health, we 
anfwer, that the beauty he required is evidently beauty of 
complexion, which, as it indicates the health and tempera. 
sent of the body, might, in the prefent cafe, be of fingular 
importance, 

* It is remarked of David, that one of his great faults, 
and what led him into many premunires, was, his extraor- 
dinary indulgence to his children, of whom he was fo fond, 
that he feems _to have overlooked their errors, and not re. 


(Levit. xix, -) and could not but know that the high- 
Pret Eli was feveraly unifhed for fuch negleét, 

_ t God had promifed David by Nathan, (2 Sam. vii. 12.) 
that he would fet upon his throne a fon that fhould proceed § Gihon was a little river or brook near Jerufalem, which 


ftom him, which Plainly fignified, that none of his fons al difcharged itfelf into the brook Kidron ; and was afterwards 
17 Lee rendered 
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trumpet, and the fhouts of the people attending 
Solomon! As foon as they were informed of 
the occafion, fearful of the confequences of their 
confpiracy, each man thought proper to fhift for 
himtelf. Adonijah, their leader, (confcious he had 
committed a crime worthy of death, by ufurping 
the kingdom without his father’s confent, and 
again{t the known defign of God) fled to the al- 
tar for fafety and protection. Here he conti- 
nued fome time, till, having obtained of 
Solomon a promife of life, on condition he 
would never make any future attempt againft 
his government, he was admitted into the king’s 
prefence, where he made his obeifance to Solo- 
mon, in token of thankfulnefs for his preferva- 
tion, and in acknowledgment of his brother’s fu- 
periority and right to the throne of Hrael. 

David, having exalted his fon Solomon to the 
throne, confidering within himicelf that he was 
very young and tender, fent for him, and gave 
him a ftrié charge that, after his death, he fhould 
build an houfe for the Lord God. He told him 
that he had intended doing it himfelf, but that as 
he had made great wars, and fhed much blood in 
them, God would not permit him to carry his 
defign into execution: but that he had promifed 
a fon fhould be born to him, under whofe reign 
he would give peace and quictnefs to Hfracl, and 
that he fhouid build an houfe to his name. He 
then ftrongly exhorted him to undertake the 
work, prayed God that he would give him wife 
dom and underftanding, and affured him he 
would profper if he kept the flatutes of the 
Lord as directed by Mofes. After this he ac- 
quainted him with the preparations of gold, fil- 
ver, materials, and workmen of all forts, that 
he had already made towards the edifice, and 
that he had commanded all the princes of the 
people to aMf him in erecting it, as they were 
now in a ftate of great profperity, and profound 
peace. That he had divided the Levites, and 
the defcendants of Aaron into their feveral or- 
ders and ftations, and appointed to each of them 
their diftinct offices and fervices, in every thing 
relating to the temple, and the folemn worfhip 
to be performed in it. 

A fhort time after this David convened an af- 





rendered famous by the noble work of Hezekiah, 2 Chron. 
Xxxii. 30. Maimonides, aud other Rabbies, affert, that the 
kings of the houfe of David were all obliged to be ancinted 
by the fide of a fountain or river ; which they fay was the 
reafon why David commanded bis fervants to bring his fon 
down to Gihon, andanoint him there. At this place, with- 
out the walls of Jerafalem, Zadok and Nathan anointed 
Solomon ; that is, one of them poured out the oil, and the 
other anointed his head, drawing a circle round it in the 
forin of acrown, to denote his delegation to the royal dig- 
nity. Another reafon the Jews affign for chufing a fituation 
for anointing their kings near a river is, to thew the perpe.- 
tuity of their kingdom, becaufe rivers run always, though 
the cities which they wafh are continually decaying, and 
Hable to deltruction, Probably Gihon was more particularly 
chofen on this occafion, as being near Jerufalem, the mott 
public place of refort, at that time, in the whole kingdom. 
* The latter part of the fpeech which Jofephus puts into 
David’s mcuth on this oceation, runs thus: ** Our Father 
Jacob (as you all very well know) had twelve fons, and yet 
Judah was chefen by common confent to be ruler of all the 
reft, You know hkewifc, that I myfelf (though there were 
then fix brothers of us) was advanced by God to the go- 
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fembly of all the princes of Ifracl, the princes of 
the tribes, and the captains of all the companies 
that miniftered to him by courfe, with all the 
officers and mighty men; the whole of whom 
being aflembled at Jerufalem, he addreffed them 
in. words to this effect *: Hear ye, my bre-~ 
*‘ thren and my people: I had determined in 
my own mind to have built an houfe, where 
the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord might 
perpetually abide, and for the footftool of 
the throne of our God, and have made great 
preparations for erecting this building. But 
from this I was prevented by the order. of 
God, who, by his prophet, faid to me, thou 
fhalt not build an houfe for my name, becaufe 
thou haft been engaged in many wars, and 
thereby haft fhed much blood. However the 
Lord God of Hrael chofe me, before all the 
houie of my father, to be king over Ifrael for 
ever; for he hath chofen in Judah the ruler, 
and in the houfe of Judah, the houfe of my 
father, and among the fons of my father, he 
took pleafure in me to make me reign over all 
Ifrael ; and from all my fons, for the Lord 
hath given me many fons, he hath chofen So- 
lomon my fon to fit upon the throne of the 
Lord over all Ifrael. And he faid unto me, 
Solomon thy fon, he fhall build my houfe, and 
my courts, for I] have chofen him to be my fon, 
and I will be to him a father. And I will ei- 
tablith his kingdom for ever, if he firmly bind 
himfelf to do my commandments and judg- 
ments, as they are obferved at this day. Now 
therefore, in the prefence of all Ifrael, the con- 
‘- gregation of the Lord, and in the hearing of 
** our God, I befeech you, obferve and diligently 
follow all the commands of the Lord your God, 
that you may inherit this good land, and leave 
it for an inheritance to your children after you 
for ever. And thou, Solomon my fon, ac- 
knowledge thou the God of thy fathers, and 
ferve him with a perfect heart, and with a wil- 
ling mind; for the Lord fearcheth all hearts, 
and underftandeth every imagination of the 
thoughts. If thou diligently feek him, he 
will be found of thee, and if thou forfake him, 
he will reject thee for ever. Obferve now, 
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vernment, and that none of the reft thought themfelves in- 
jured : Wherefore I muft now, in like manner, require it cf 
you, and of all your fons, that you fubmit chearfully and 
dutifully to my fen Solomon, and that ye do it without any 
gruinbling, or civil diflenfion, becaufe it is from God’s im- 
mediate command and commiffion, that he derives his au- 
thority. Put the cafe now, that God fhould have feta 
flranger over you, how great a folly and madnefs would it 
have been for you to murmur. at it? But how thankful 
ought you to be, for the choice of fo near a relation, when 
you yourfelyes are partakers of the honour that is done to 
your brother ? There is nothing I fo much long for, as to 
{ee God’s gracious promifes take a fpeedy effeét, and the 
whole people put into a lafting poffeffion of the bleffings 
they are to enjoy under the reign ef Solomon, And all 
this, my dear fon, (favs he, turning to Solomon) will be 
made good, and every thing fucceed to your with, fo long 
a5 you govern according to piety and juftice, with refpect to 
your duty both towards God and man, upholding a reve- 
rence to the laws, and treading in the fteps of your forefa- 
thers: but, whenever vou pais thefe bounds, there is no- 
thing but rain and mifery to be expected.” 
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« that the Lord hath chofen thee to build an 
“ houfe for a fanctuary. Be refolute and per- 
“ form it f. 

Having faid this, David, in the prefence of 
the whole alfembly, gave his fon Solomon pat- 
terns, draughts or models, of all the porches and 
buildings that were to belong to the temple; 
the order of the courfes he had fixed for the 

riefts and Levites ; on account of the gold and 
filver he had provided for a)l the inftruments and 
veffels that were to be made ufe of in the folem- 
nities of the temple fervice ; the candlefticks and 
lamps; the table of fhew bread; the altar of 
incenfe; and the cherubims that were to cover 
with their wings the Ark of the Covenant of 
the Lord. Having done this, he addreffed him- 
felf in words to this effect: ‘¢ All thefe things 
« the Lord made me to underftand by infpira- 
« tion, even all the works of his pattern ;’’ or, 
as we would rather render the words, the pattern 
of all thefe works. ‘* Be ftrong, and of good 
“ courage, and do it. Be not afraid or difmayed, 
te for the Lord my God is with thee. He will 
«< not fail thee nor forfake thee, until thou haft 
« finifhed all the work for che fervice of the 
«© Tfoufe of the Lord. And behold the courfe 
“ of the priefts and Levites fhall be w'th thee, 
« for all the fervice of the houfe of God, and 
« there fhall be with thee, for all manner of 
« workmanfhip, every willing fkilful man for 
“ any manner of fervice. All the princes alfo, 
« and all the people, will be wholly at thy com- 
« mand.” 

But David had yet 2 farther view in convening 
this efembly of the trates of his kingdom, and 
thar was, dull more cieftuaily to feeure their af- 
fiftance to his fon and fucceffur, in carrying on, 
and compleating, the building of che temple, by 
perfuading them to a liberal contribution towards 
ths important fervice. To effect this, he farther 
addreffed them nearly as followst: ‘ Solomon, 
« ainy fon, fays he, whom alone God hath chofen, 
«« is young and tender, and the work is great, 
«© for the palace is not for man, but for the Lord 
“’ God. I have, therefore, with the utmoft zeal 
“ and power, prepared gold and filver, and brafs, 
** and wood, for all things that are to be made 
© oii of thefe feveral materials, and all manner 
© of precious tiones, and marble {tones in abun- 
«dance. Befides, as I have fet my affeétion 
** towards the houfe of my God, I have gold 
** and filver that is my peculiar property, which 
I will give for the houfe of my God, above 
all that I have otherwife prepared for the houfe 
** of the fanctuary; the gold for things of gold, 
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+ There is certainly no perfon, who reads over this fpeech 
of David’s with attention, but what muft admire the great 
prudence and piety that appears in it. He was now grown 
old; he had advanced Solomon to the throne, who had el- 
der brethren that might envy his advancement, and endea- 
vour to dilturb the fettlement that had beer made in his fa- 
vour. ‘To fecure the affe€tion and fidelity of all the princi- 
pal perfons then affembled, he puts them: in mind that he 
chote the tribe of Judah before all the others, as the tribe 
in which the regal power fhould be eftablithed, his father’s 
houfe before all the other families of that tribe, himfelf be- 
fore all his brethren to be king of Iftael, and Solomon, in 
preference to all his other fons, to fucceed him in the throne 
of the kingdom of the Lord over Ifrael, and that he had 
commanded him to build his houfe, and the courts belong- 


From the DEATH of Moses, to the building of SoLoMon’s TEMPLE. 


203 


“ and the filver for things of filver, and for all 
“€ manner of work to be made by the hands of 
“ the artificers. And who now will willingly 
© offer with a full hand this day unto the Lord?” 

This truly royal munificence of David infpi- 
red a noble generofity in the whole affembly, and 
each, ambitious to imitate the glorious liberality 
of their prince, willingly made their offerings to 
the fame facred fervice, rejoicing to contribute 
their fhare, and doing it with a perfect heart, out 
of an unfeigned affection to the God of Ifrael, 
and a fervent defire of having a temple erected 
to his name and honour. Their contributions 
amounted to five thoufand talents and ten thou - 
fand drains of gold, eighteen thoufand of brafs, 
and an hundred thoufand of iron, befides pre- 
cious flones that were paid into the treafury of 
the houfe of the Lord. 

David’s heart was filled with pleafure when 
he faw how willingly and bountifully the affern- 
bly contributed towards carrying on the fervice 
he had recommended to them; and, in the 
fullnefs of his joy, addreffed himfelf in thanktf- 
givings to God to this effect: 

“¢ Bleffed be thou, O Jehovah, God of Ifrael, 
«¢ our Father, for ever and for ever. To thee 
«« belong greatnefs, power, glory, victory, and 
«¢ majefty. For all that is in the heaven and in 
« the earth isthine. Thine is the kingdom, O 
s* Jehovah, and thou art exhalted as head over 
«< all. Riches and honour are from thy prefence, 
«¢ for thou ruleft over all, and in thy hand and 
«¢ difpofal is power and might; in thy hand to 
«© make great, and ftrengthen every one thou 
¢ pleafeft. And now, O our God, we make 
“* our acknowledgments to thee, and praife thy 
« glorious name. But who am I, and what is 
«¢ my people, that we fhould be able willingly 
“¢ to offer, as we have now done? But all things 
«< are from thee, and of what we have received 
« from thy hand, we have given unto thee. For 
« we are ftrangers before thee and fojourners, as 
«all our fathers were. Asa fhadow are our 
«© days on earth, and there is no hope of long 
“© continuance here. All this ftore therefore, O 
«¢ Jehovah our God, which we have provided to 
« build an houfe to the name of thy holinefs, is 
« from thy hand; for thine are all things. But 
« I know, O my God, that thou fearcheft the 
“ heart, and that thou approveft every inftance 
“ of integrity. As for me, in the uprightnefs 
“* of my heart, I have freely offered up all thefe 
‘* things; and I have alfo feen with joy, that thy 
«© people who are prefent here, have offered freely 
«« and liberally to thee. O Jehovah, thou God 
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ing to it, promifing to eftablith his kingdom, if he conti- 
nued faithful and diligent in keeping his commandments. 
This would have argued the greateft imprudence and folly, 
had not the affembly well known that the Divine appoint- 
ment David appealed to was real; but as he was fenfible 
they knew this, a more prudent ftep could not have been 
taken to reconcile the affections of the people to Solomon’s 
intere&, and fecure him in the peaceable poffefton of the 
throne. His folemn exhortation to the ftates of his king- 
dom, and his fon, to keep all the commandments of God 
was anoble proof of his real piety, and his concern for the 
public welfare; as he knew this was the only method by 
which the national profperity could be properly fecured. 
ft See 1 Chron. xxix. 1, &c. 


204 Tue HISTORY of 


** of Abraham, Ifaac, and Hrael, our fathers, let 
“ this be thy care, perpetually to form the 
** thoughts of the hearts of thy people, fo as to 
*© prepare their hearts towards thyfelf. And to 
** Solomon, my fon, give thou a perfect heart, 
*« that he may obferve thy precepts, thy teftimo- 
* nies, and thy ftatutes; and that he may do 
** every thing and build the temple, towards 
“‘ which I have made the neceflary prepara-~ 
** tions §.” 

After David had finifhed his addrefs to Jeho- 
vah, the God of Ifrael, he ordered the whole af- 
fembly publickly to blefs the God of their fa- 
thers. ‘They immediately offered him their fo- 
Jemn praifes, and, in token of their acknow- 
ledging him as their God, bowed themfelves 
down before him; after which they made their 
obedience, and did homage to the king. This 
being done, David difmiffed the affembly, who, 
the next day, offered up facrifices, feafted on 
them with great joy before the Lord, confirmed 
David’s choice of Sclomon to fucceed him, and 
anointed him a fecond time king over Ifrael. 

A Short tine after this, David, finding, from 
his natural infirmities, that his diffolution was 
near at hand, called for his fon Solomon, and 
gave him his laft exhortation; the fubftance of 
which was nearly the fame as he had before de- 
livered to him; namely, to walk in his ways, 
and keep his ftatutes and his commandments, 
his judgments and his teftimonies, that he might 
profper in all he did]. Having faid this, he 
gave Solomon a particular charge with refpect to 
two perfons who had highly offended and in-~ 
jured him, namely, Joab and Shimei. The 
charge to Joab was conceived in thefe words : 
Thou kncweft allo what Joab the fou of Leruiah 
did to me, and, what be did to the tavo captains of the 
boft of Ifracl, unto clbner, the fon of Ner, and unto 
linafo, the fon of ether, whom ke flew, and fhed 
the bleod of «war in peace, and put the blood of war 
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§ This prayer of thank(giving made by David cannot be 
yead without the greateit furprize and pleafure. The ad- 
drefs to the Almighty is exprefled with great dignity and 
propriety ; and the fentiments of the Deity are rational and 
fublime. He acknowledges God as infinitcly great and pow- 
erful, as encompaficd with glory, as the author of vidtory, 
as cloathed with majefty, as the great proprietor of heaven 
and earth, as univerfal fovereign, fupreme in dominion, the 
great fource of riches and honour, having the kingdoms of 
the earthin his difpofal, and as diftributing greatnefs, pow- 
er, and profperity to whomfoever he pleafes ; as the fearcher 
of the heart, as approving integrity, and more pleafed with 
the right difpofition of the giver, than the offering he pre- 
tents. Ana baving acknowledged that his own, and his 
people’s prosperity, were owing to the Divine goodnefs, and 
tolemnly prayed that they might conttantly adhere to their 
God, and his fon be a pattern to them of religious fubjeclion 
und obedience, he excites them to a publicand general ado- 
ration-of God, and thus accomplithed the great {cheme he 
had at heart, namely, the peaceable fucceffion of Solomon 
his fon to his throne and kingdom. It is fcarce poffible to 
conceive any folemnity more truly grand and royal than 
this: a folemnity heightened by religion, honoured by the 
prefence of a powerful prince and the ftates of his kingdom, 
increafed by the magnificence and plenty of the entertain- 
ment, brightened by the joy and gladnefs of the whole af- 
fembly, and that concluded by fuch a fettlement of the go- 
vernment, as produced an almoft forty years of uninterrupted 
profperity and peace.—On this occafion David compofed the 
zed Pfalm, which the reader will find correfponds with the 
prayer of thankigiving above mentioned. 

) The words Jofephus puts into David’s mouth, on this 
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| upon bis girdle that was about his loins, and in bis 


Sees that were on bis feet ; that is, treacheroufly, 
and under pretence of peace and friendfhip, be- 
fprinkled his girdle, and wet his fhoes with the 
the blood of thefe two generals, as though he 
had flain them in battle. Do, therefore, accord- 
ing to thy wifdom, and let not bis hoary bead go 
down to the grave in peace. 

Here are three murders David mentions to 
Solomon as the grounds of his charge not to let 
Joab die a natural death. The one is intimated: 
Thou knoweft what he did to me, viz. when he 
cruelly ftabbed Abfalom, contrary to my imme- 
diate orders : the two others are exprefsly men- 
tioned, namely, thofe of Abner and Amafa; and 
and on thefe accounts he advifes Solomon to put 
him to death. This advice may appear ftrange 
to fome, but we cannot help thinking, upon ma- 
ture confideration, that it was worthy good 
king, and fit to be given at atime when he 
thought himfelf not long for this world. The 
crimes which drew down this punifhment up- 
on Joab have been already fufficiently difplayed 
not to be forgot by the reader. Many reatons 
concurred to prevent David's calling him to an 
account; but it is plain that he never forgot nor 
forgave his crime: nay, he could not, confiftent- 
ly with the law, have forgiven him, if he had 
been inclined to it. His deferring his punifh- 
ment fo long was no reafon why he fhould always 
do it. Reafons of ftate prevented its being in- 
flicted before, and reafons of ftate required its 
being put into execution at this juncture. In 
time of war it was dangerous to attempt it on 
account of the power, influence, and milita 
fkill of Joab; in a time of peace it was fate, be- 
caufe Joab’s power was then upon the decline, 
and his fervices were unneceffary. Joab was 
ambitious, enterprizing and reftlefs, and having 
not proved very loyal to the father, might have 
practifed the fame perfidy againft the fon; who, 
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occafion, are to the following effe&: <‘* I am now (fays he) 
‘© going a journey common to all, but to a place from whence 
‘* no traveller returns. Wherefore, while I am yet living, 
“© let me remind you of thofe things I have before faid to 
** you; namely, that you exercife your authority with juf- 
‘© tice over your fubjeéts, humbly obey God who has been 
‘* pleafed to beftow the government on you, and carefully 
** obferve thofe laws and commandments which he has tranf- 
‘* mitted to you from the great legiflator Mofes. Be careful 
“* that you are not induced to violate thefe injunctions, either 
‘* from the flatteries of your courtiers, yourown corrupt de- 
‘* fires, or any other caufe whatever. If you do, be affured 
“* your great and Divine Protector will immediately forfake 
*« you; whereas, on the contrary, if you behave yourtelt 
“« towards him as you ought, and as I moft iincerely with, 
** you will confirm the kingdom to your pofterity ; no other 
‘« houfe but our’s will fway the {ceptre of the Ifraelites, but it 
«« will be continued to you, and yours for ever. Forget not 
‘« the crimes of Joab, who, through jealouly, put to death two 
© juft and faithful generals, namely, Abner, the fon of Ner, 
*¢ and Amafa, the fon of Ithra: punith him for their deaths 
‘© as you fhall think fit; for, being more powerful than 
‘« myfelf, he has hitherto efcaped the threats of juitice. I 
«* befeech you to do all the good offices you can for the fons 
<* of Barzillai, the Gileadite, not under the light of an ob- 
** ligation, but as an acknowledgment for the great benefits 
*< T received from their father during my banifhment, which 
«« Lreckon as a debt incumbent on our whole family to 
«* difcharge. As for Shimei, the Benjamite, who reviled me 
** inthe days of my perfecution, and whom I afterwards 
“« pardoned, you u.ay aét with him as you think proper, but 
‘© Twould nut have him efcape unpunithed.”’ 
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being young, and fcarcely fettled on his throne, 
might have fuffered from his treachery, his want 
of fidelity, and his ambitious views, which were 
infatiable. ; ; 
ee may confider this tranfaction in another 
lisht: we may confider Joab as relative to Da- 
vid in his public capacity. Now David, in his 

uiblic capacity, was king of Ifrael: Joab, in 
his public capacity, ftood related to him as his 

eneral, and affifted him, and adhered to him 
in hisextremities. David therefore, in dis pub- 
lic capacity, as .king, was obliged to punith 
Joab with death in his public capacity as gene- 
ral, affaffin, and murderer. If Joab had been 
his faithful general, and frequently affifted David 
in his extremities; private obligations are in 
their nature inferior, and ought to give way to 
public ones ; and the yielding up fuch an offen- 
der to public juftice, when perfonal obligations 
might have been pleaded in his favour, was a 
nobler facrifice in its nature, and renders David’s 
merits, as 2 prince, the more illuftrious. In 
this light we mult commend the matter, who died 
meditating and ordering the punifhment of a 
fervant, who, by bafely ftabbing two worthier 
men than himfelf, forfeited the protection of his 
king and country, and cancelled all the obliga- 
tions that could arife from his former fervices. It 
fhould be added, that whatever Joab’s paft fer- 
vices were to David, and however faithtully he 
had formerly been attached to him, yet he had 
now been engaged in a confpiracy to depofe 
him, and to fet afide the intended fucceffion to 
the crown, and had actually proclaimed Ado- 
nijah king, during his father’s life. Vhis was 
adding rebellion to murder. What was David 
to do? Was he to have forgiven him at his 
Jaft hours, in order to manifeft his own chari- 
ty? No! For if a prince’s charity influences 
hii, living or dying, to pardon repeated offences, 
inconfiftent with the public fafety, it is folly and 
weaknefs, and not virtuous charity; it is cruelty 
to hts people, inftead of real generofity and 
goodnefs. David had not this charity, and it 
heightens his character that he had not. His 
lait charge to Solomon fhews his inviolable re- 





* The fenfe of the two charges given by David to his 
fon Solomon relative to Joaband Shimei, are thus exprefled 
by the learned Bifhop Patrick : Speaking of the firlt he 
fays, ‘* ‘Thou remembereft what Joab did unto me; with 
‘hat infolence he treated me in the time of the war 
againtkt Abfalom; how, contrary to my orders, he flew 
Lim, and afterwasds talked to me in a menacing and im- 
p-rious maarer. 
iz, whem I intended to have put in his place, and made 
the general of all my forces; and what to Abner, who 
was then endeavouring to gain over to my party all that 
‘ adhered to the houfe of Saul. ‘The injury done to thefe 
two brave men redounds upon me, fince they were both 
under my proteétion, and both murdered, bafely mur- 
duied, becaufe 1 had an efteem for them; and till juftice 
be done totheir murderer, (which I ini my life-time had not 
‘ power to do) their innocent blood will not depart from my 
‘* houfe. Deo thou therefore take czre to affoil it, and when- 
ever he commits any tranfgreffion againit thee, let the 
blood of thefe two valuable men be charged to his account, 
* and let him, as he has long deferved, be put to death.” 
Speaking of Shimei, he fays, ‘** ‘hou haft Shimei with 
thee, and fome fhare perhaps he may have in thy favour ; 
but truft him not, he is no friend to kings or kingly power. 
Remember what he did to me in my diltrefs ; how bitter- 
ly, how virulently he curfed me to my face; andI make 
no doubt, but that he would be the fame to thee in the 
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gard to juftice, by pofitively ordering the exe- 
cution of a murderer too powerful for himfelf 
to punifh; and he would neither have been a 
wife nor a righteous prince had he forgotten to 
do it. 
After David had given this charge to his fon 
Solomon, to execute the due punifhment on 
Joab for his numerous and aggravated crimes, 
he gave him another relative to Shimei * the 
Benjamite, who, ‘as hath been already obferved, 
when the king was in his flight from Jerufalem, 
to prevent his falling into Abfalom’s hands, met 
him, railed at, and curfed him in his journey ; 
and, as he went on, had the farther infolence to 
pele him with ftones. Behold, faid he to Solo- 
mon, thou bap with thee Shimer, the fon of Gera, 
a Benjamite of Baburim, which curfed me with a 
grievous curfe,in the day that Iwent to Mabanzim: 
but be came down to meet me at Ferdan, and I 
fware to him by the Lord, faying, I will not put 
thee to death with the fword. Now therefore bold 
him not guiltiefs: for thou artawife man, and 
knoweft what thou oughteft to do unto him; but bis 
hoary head bring thou down to the grave with 
blood . 

It appears, from the expreffion, Behold thou 
baft with thee, that Shimei was at this rime in 
Jerufalem ; and therefore David thought it a 
proper opportunity for confining him, that he - 
might not fpread difaffection to Solomon’s go- 
vernment among thofe of his own tribe, or of 
any of the other tribes of Ifrael: a precaution 
the more neceffary in the infancy of Solormmon’s 
reign, and as fome of his brethren were inclined 
to difpute with him the fucceffion to the crown. 
It is far from being improbable, that Shimci was 
in the party with Adonijah againft Solomon, as 
he was in that of Abfalom againlt David: and 
this is the true reafon of thofe words, Mow shere- 
fore held him not guiltlefs, that is, “ Though I- 
forgave him, and fwore to him that he fhould not 
die, do not thou look on him as an innocent man - 
that is reconciled to my family, and thy fuccef- 
fion to the throne of Ifrac]: he is Shimei fill, . 
and wants nothing but a fair opportunity to de- 
clare it. Clear him not, therefore, as I did, if 
thou 


greet eesti 


‘t Jike cireumftances. I forgave him in my exile, becaufe 
“© } looked upon him, as an initrument in God’s hands to 
‘© humble me for my great offence. 1 forgave him in my 
“* return home, becaufe he came to me when my heart was 
“* open, and unwilling to damp the joy of my relloration 
«¢ with the cifufion of any blood. TI promifed him ‘his life ; 
** and Jet not that promife be violated in my days: but what 
*© ] did is no rule or obligation to thee. Let him not die, 
** however, for his offence againit me, but rather watch his 
** conduét, and, if he fhould chance to pive thee a freth 
st occafion, be fure to lay hold of it, becaufe it is not in his 
** nature to be a good fubject.” 

+ The ingenious Dr. Delaney obferves, that the words 
but his hoary head bring theu dows to the grave with bloed is 
not rightly tranflated ; for that the particle vax fhould be 
rendered, asin fimilar cafes, not conneétively, bat disjunétive- 
ly: for inftance, Agur, (Prov. xxx.) befeeches God to keen 
him from the extremes, both of poveity and wealth: if the 
van were to be rendered conneétively, the petition would 
run thus: Give me act poverty and riches—which is abfurd : 
in the fame analogy this verte, rightly tranflated, will ttand 
thus: Noss therefore neither holdhim not guiltlefs, (for thou art 
a wife man, Sc.) nor bis hoary head biing thou down to the 
grave with blood. In this fenfe, the advice is full of hu- 
manity, as well as wifdom ; and Solomon underitood and 


obferved it in this ferife, and no other, 
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thou findeft him guilty of any mal-practices ; 
but his hoary head bring down, &c. Cut him off 
as an old offender, and dangerous enemy, to fe- 
cure thy own peace, and the fafety of thy go- 
vernment.” Farther, David’s telling Solomon 
that he fivare to Skimet, that be would not put 
bim to deith for his outraze and treajon is a de- 
montftrative proof that he did not advife Solo- 
mon to put him to death for the crime which he 
himfelf had folemnly forgiven ; for, can it be 
imagined that David would tell Solomon he had 
fworn not to put Shimei to death, and in the 
fame breath order him, in violation of his oath, 
to be put to death ? If he intended that Solo- 
mon fhould have immediately put him to death, 
there would be neither reafon nor fenfe in the 
words, thou art a wife man, and knoweff what 
thou ought-ft to co unto bim. Now to what pur- 
pofe was it to tell Solomon that he knew how to 
behave to Shimei, if David's command was im- 
mediately to cut him off, and Solomon under~ 
ftood him in that fenfe ? But that Solomon did 
not underftand his father in this fenfe is evident, 
by his ordering him to build an houfe for him- 
{elf in Jerufalens f, as well as from the different 
manner in which he afterwards treated Shimei 
and Joab. By the way, Jet it be obterved, that 
after Shimei’s confeffion of his fault, Abifhai 
afked, fosll not shinnié fe put to dearh, becauf’ ke 
curled the Lora’s anointed 2? By this queftion he 
meant, put to death inftantly, as appears from 
David’s anfwer, wha’l there any man he put to 
death this day 1. Tfrae!? Do not I know that I 
am this day king ever Ifracl?  T herefare the king 
faid to Sh ini, Thou fhale not die; and the bug 
fware to bim, viz. that he fhould not ¢ew, or on 
that dav, or at that time, be put to the fword. 
On the whole, nothing farther can certainly be 
collected trom the words, as they ftand connec- 
ted, burt that David reprieved Shimei from im- 
mediate execution, and left himielf at liberty to 
call him to an account at any other time for the 


outrage and treafon of which he had been guilty ; 


and therefore David violated no oath, if he 
him to death as 


aétually ordered Solomon to put 
a dangerous enemy to his: perfon and govern- 
ment; and much leis ftill if, for the fame reaton, 
he advifed him to keep a {trict watch over Shi- 
mei, and put him to death only in cafe he fhould 
commit any crime in future that merited the 


pn 


¢ Sce 1 Kings ii. 36. 

§ Its faid (2 Sam. v. § 
and fix months in Hebron, 
which make his reign forty years ant 4 1 
remember, that it is very common, in fripture computation, 
to omit {maller fums, and only reckon by a round namber 3 
for which reafon thefe fix months are not taken notice of in 
this account of David’s reign. fas : 

it The fepulchre of David was always held in the grentelt 
veneration by the Jews. It wasin being in St. Peter’s time, 
for fo he tells the people, Aéts ii, 29. Dio (in the life of 
Ad:ian) informs us that part of It was fallen down in the 
Emperor Adrian’s reign Modern travellers deferibe seme 
magnificent monuments hewed in a rock not far from Jeru- 
falem, which are, doubtiefs, very antient, but they do not 
were the fepulchres of the kings cf Judah, 


agree that they ; 
It is, however, fomewhat flrange, that the place ot David's 
ans and Romans, when 


fepulchre (which both the Chalde 1 
they tock Jerufaulem, thought proper to {pere) fhould now 
be fo entirely loit, that, for many years pail, not tle leaft 
traces of it have been to be found. But though Providence 
has fo ordered it, that the place of David’s fepulchre fhould 
pot at prefent be known, yet there does not want an cternal 


5.) that David reigned feven years 
and thirty-three in lerufalem, 
dan haf. Dut we mutt 
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forfeiture of his life. This is the true ftate af 
the cafe, and we would only afk thofe who arg 
inclined to impeach David’s character on accouns 
of his conduét in this particular, how. they can 
think it either inconfiftent with piety, or the 
advice of a prince on his death-bed ? It is true, 
forgivenefs of enemies is a duty, provided they 
ceaie to become aur enemies; but no man is 
obliged by any law fo to forgive an enemy, con~ 
tinuing fuch, as nat to take the proper methods 
to guard againft the effects of his enmity, and 
bring him to juftice, if no other method will 
prove effectual. Much Icfs is a prince obliged 
{fo to forgive an implacable enemy to his crown. 
and government, and one who is likely to difturb 
the fettlement of the crown in his fucceffor, as. 
not to order the fucceffor to be upon his guard 
againft him, and punifh him, when guilty, ac- 
cording to his demerits. Such a caution and 
order is what he owes to his people ; and he may 
die, as a private perion, in charity with all man- 
kind, and forgive every private injury againgk 
himfelf; and yet as a prince advife what is ne- 
cefiary to the public good after his deceafe, and 
even the execution of particular perfons, if, by 
abufing the lenity and refpite they once received, 
they fhould be guilty of new and capital of- 
fences. 

At the fame time that David gave thefe, 
charges to his fon Solomon relative to Shimei. 
and Joab who had done him the moft diftin- 
guifhed injuries, he did not forget one from 
whom he had received the greateft benefits, by. 
having aflifted him at a time when diftrefs ftared 
him in the face abroad, and wretchednets and 
mifery vifited his family at home. But foew 
kindnefs, Laid he, unto the fons of Barzillai the 
Gileadite, and let them be of thefe that eat at. 
thy table: for fo they came to me when I fled 
becaufe.of Abfalom thy brother. 

This was the laft interview Solomon had with. 
his father David, who, a very fhort time after, 
paid the debt of nature in the 71{t year of his 
age, and goth of his reign, feven of which he 
ruled oyer the tribe of Judah alone, and thirty-. 
three years more over all Ifrael §. He was buried. 
with great pomp in that part of the city of Je- 
rufalem, which himfelf had taken from the Je- 
bufites, and called, after his own name, the City 
of David |. 

With 





monument of his moft excellent genius. The Book of 
Pialms, which, for the molt part, was compofed by him, 
éoth publith the glory of its author more than the moit pom- 
pous Lulogies ; and the Son of Sirach has confecrated an 
cpitaph to his memory which will remain when brafs and 
marble fhall be no more. 4s the fat (fays he) és taken 
away from the prace-offrring, fo was David chofen out of the 
people of Iraecl. He played with Lions as with kids, and with 
hears as with limbs, be few a giant when he was young, 
and took away reproach from the people; for he called upon 
the Moft High Lord, and he gave firength to his right-hand 
to flay this mighty cvarrior, and to fet up the born of his people. 
Se the people hencured him auith ten thoufand:, and praifed him 
in bleffings of the Lora; for he deftroyed the enemies on evtry 
Side, and brought to neught the Philiftines, bis adverfaries :— 
In all bis avorks be praifed the Holy One moft high, and blefed 
the Lord with axcords of glory :——He fet fingers aljo before the 
altar, that, by their” weices, they might make fueet melody, 
and daily fing praifes in their fongs. He beautified their feafts, 
and fet their folemn times in perfed ovder -——The Lord. took 
aavay his fins, and exalted bis horn for ever 3 be gave bim a 
covenant of kings, and a throne of glory in Lael. See 
Ecclefiaiticus, chap. xlvii. 2, &c. 
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With refpect to the character * of David, his 
life is loaded with fuch a multiplicity of the 
moft fingular traniactions, that, to give it ina 
compafs ufual to other diftinguifhed characters 
would not be to do him that juftice his great me- 
ritsdeferve. We fhall therefore, in as concife a 
manner as poffible, ee the principal in- 
cidents that occurred from his firft becoming 
popular to the period that produced his diffo- 
tution, whereby the reader's mind wil] be pro- 
perly refrefhed, and the character due to David 
will not be curtailed of any particle that is ne- 
ceffary to immortalize the name of fo excellent 
and illuftrious a perfon. 

David, the youngeft fon of Jeffe, (a fhepherd 
youth,) was chofen of God to be king of Ifrael, 
and at his command anointed to this dignity by 
the hands of Samuel, a venerable prophet, in 
the room of Saul, who had been rejected for 
his difobedience to the divine orders, in feloni- 
oufly feizing to his own ufe, the prey of an 
enemy, which God, the fupreme king of Ifrael, 
had devoted to deftruétion.—He is introduced 
to court as a man expert in mufick, a mighty 
valiant man, a man of war, prudent in matters, 
a comely perfon, and one favoured of the Lord. 
—By his fkill in mufick he relerved Saul under 
a melancholy indifpofition that had feized him, 
was highly beloved by his royal mafter, and 
made one of his guards.—In a war with the 
Philiftines he accepted the challenge of a gigan- 
tic champion, who defied the armies of Iifrael, 
and being fkilful at the fling, he flew him with 
a ftone, returned fafely with his head, and thus 
fecured to his prince an cafy victory over his 
country’s enemies.—~The reputation he gained, 
by this glorious action, raifed an incurable jea- 
loufy and refentment againft him, in the mind 
of the king his mafter; who, after two unfuc- 
cefsful attempts to murther him, married him to 
his younger daughter, that fhe might be a fnare 
to him, and that he might caufe him to fall by 
the hands of the Philiftines ; fending him upon 
an expedition againft them, to bring in an hun- 
dred of their forefkins, in which he hoped he 
would have met with his own deftruction,—In 
this exalted ftation, and amidft the dangers 
that encompaffed him, he behaved with fingular 
prudence, fo that he was in high efteem both in 
the court and camp.—The modefty and pru- 
dence of his Behaviour, and his approved cou- 
rage and refolution, gained him the confidence 
and friendfhip of Jonathan, the king’s eldett 
fon, who loved him as his oun gee became his 
advocate with his father, and obtained from him 
a promife, confirmied by an oath, that he would 
no more attempt to deftroy him —But his jea- 
loufy returned by a frefh victory David gained 
over the Philiftines ; who, finding the king was 
determined to have his life, retired from court, 
and was difmiffed in peace by Jonathan, after a 





* The charaéter Jofephus gives of David is to this effect: 
He was (fays he) 2 moft excellent perfon, and poffcfied 
every virtue that became aking, and one who had the 
welfare of fo many nations committed to him. He was 
© f{eperior to all others in valour, and in all his wars on be- 
half of hig fubjeéts, he himlelf rufhed into dangers, and 
by undergoing all the difficulties of warfare, encouraged 
hig foldiers to noble aétions, rather than g¢ommanded 
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folemn renewal of their friendfhip; to provide’ 
for his own fafety.—In this ftare of banifhmentr, 


| there reforted to him companies of men, who 


were uneafy in their circumftances, oppreffed by” 
their creditors, or difcontented with Saul’s ty~ 
rannical government, to the number of ff* hun- 

dred men, to protect him from the violence of 
his unreafonable perfecutor; whom he kept in 

the moft excellent order, exercifed in the moft 
friendly fervices, and by whofe valour he gained 
fignal advantages for his country; but never 
employed them in oppofition to, or rebellion 
agaimit the king, or in a fingle inftance to diftrefs 
or fubvert his government—Such was the vene- 

ration he paid him, and fo facred the regard he 
had for his hife, fuch the generofity of his tem~ 
per, that though it was thrice in his power to 
have cut him off, he glorioufly fpared him, and 
was abfolutely determined never to deftroy him, 
whom God had conftituted the king of Ifrael.— 
His friendfhip with Jonathan, the king’s fon, was 
a friendfhip of ftri€t honour, whom he never fe-- 
duced from his allegiance and filial duty; in 
him Jonathan had fo firm a confidence, that as 
he knew he would be king, he promifed himfelf 
he fhould be the next perfon in dignity and au- 
thority under him; and with his friend David 
covenanted by oath, that he would not cut off bis 
kinduefs from bis houfe for ev-r.—Being provoked 
by a churlifh farmer, who evil treated and abufed 

his meffengers, he, in the warmth of his temper, 

fwore he would deftroy him and his family ¢ 
but was immediately pacified by the addrefs and 

prudence of a wife, of whom the wretch was 

unworthy; her he fent in peace and honour to 

her family, and bleffed for her advice, and keep- 

ing him from avenging himfelf with his own 

hand.—Being forced to banifh himfelf into an 

enemy’s country, he was faithful to the prince 

who protected him; and, at the faine time mind- 

ful of the intereft of his nation, he cut off many 

of thofe, who had harraffed and plundered his 

fellow fubjeéts.—-When preffed by the king, into 

whofe dominions he retire, to join in a war 

againft his own country, and father-in-law, he 

prudently gave him fuch an anfwer as his fitua- 

tion required; neither promifing the aid de- 

manded of him, nor tying up his hands from 

ferving his own prince, and the army that fought 

under him; only affuring him in general, that 

he had never done any thing that could give 

him juft reafon to think he would refule to affift 

him againft his enemies. 

Upon the death of Saul, he cut off the Ama- 
Iekite who came to make a meric of having 
flain him; and by the immediate direction of 
God, who had promifed him the fucceffion, 
went up to Hebron, where, on a free election, 
he was anointed king over the houfe of Judah; 
and after about a feven years conteft, he was 
unanimoufly chofen king by all the tribes of If- 

rael, 





*© them as a fovereign. He had an excellent faculty of con- 
S* Gdering and dif.erning how to provide for future events, 
“© and managing thofe that were aQtually prefent. He was 
s¢ fober, mild, find to thofe in diftrefs, juft, and hamane. 
*¢ As to chofe things, which kings may claim as their pee 
** cullar prerogatives, he offended in no onc inftance, by the 
«* abufe of the greatnefs of his power, but in the affair af 
«6 the wife of Uizah.”” . 
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rael, according to the werd of the Lord by Samuel, 
upon the death of Ifhbofheth, who was treache- 
roufly murdered by two of his own captains ; 
whom David juflly cut off for their perfidy, 
treafon and parricide. 

_ As king of Ifrael, he adminiftered juftice and 
judgment to all his people, was a prince of cou- 
rage, and great military prudence and conduét, 
had frequent wars with the neighbouring nations, 
to which he was generally forced by their in- 
vading his dominions and plundering his fubjects ; 


againft them he never loft a battle; he never | 


befieged a city without taking it, nor, as for any 
thing that can be proved, ufed any fevericies 
againft thofe he conquered, beyond what the law 
of arms allowed, his own fafety required, or the 
cruelties of his enemies rendercd juft, by way 
of retaliation ; enriching his people by the tpoils 
he took, and providing large ftores of every thing 
neceffary for the magnificent temple he intended 
to ereét, in honour of the God of Irael.—Hav- 
ing refcued Jerufalem out of the hands of the Je- 
bufices, he made it the capital of his kingdoin, 
and the place of his refidence; and being willing 
to honour it with the prefence of the Ark of God, 
he brought it to Jerufalem in triumph, and di- 
vefted himfelf of his royal robes, out of reve- 
rence to God, he cloathed himfelfin the habit of 
his minifters, and with them expreffed his joy 
by dancing and mufic; contemned only by one 
haughty woman, whom, asa juit puniihment of 
her infolence, hg feems ever to have feparated 
from his bed. —Though his crimes were heinous, 
and highly aggravated, in the affair of Uriah and 
Baththeba, he patiently endured reproof, humbly 
fubmitted to the punifhment appointed him, ar- 
toned for his fins, as far as he could, by «a fincere 
repentance, and obtained mercy and forgivencls 
from God, though not without fome fevere marks 
of his difpleafure, for the grievous offences he had 
been euilty of. —~A rebellion is raifed againft him 
by his fon Abfalom, whofe life he commended the 
general to fpare.—When forced by it to depart 
from Jerufalem, he prevented the juft punifhment 
of awretch who curfed and ftoned hin1.—When 
reftored -to his throne, he-fpared him upon his 
fubmiffion, and would not permit a fingle man 
to be put to death in Ifrael, upon account ef it. 
—He, with anoble confidence, made the com- 
mander of the rebel forees gencral of his own 
army, in the room of Joab, whom he intended 
to call to an account for murder and treafon.— 
After this, when obliged by the conimand of 
God, to give up fome of Saul’s fannily to juttice, 
tor the murther of the Gibconites, he ipared Me- 
phibotheth, Micah, and his family, the male de- 
feendants of Saul and Jonathan, who alone could 
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have any pretence to difpute the crown with him, 

and furrendered only Saul’s baftard children, and ° 
thofe of his daughter by Adriel, who had no right . 
or poffible claim to the throne, and could never 

give him any uneafinefs in the poffeffion of it ; - 
and thus fhewed his inviolable regard for his 

oaths, his tendernefs to Saul, and the warmth of 
his gratitude and friendfhip to Jonathan.—In the 

clofe of his life, and in the near profpeét of death, 

to demonftrate his love of juftice, he charges 

Solomon to punith Joab, for the bafe mur- 

ther of two great men, whom he alffaffinated 

under the pretence of peace and friendfhip; and 

to manifeft his care of his fucceffor’s fafety, and 

prevent any difturbances in the beginning of his 
government, he charges him to have an eye on 

the conduct of an old turbulent rebel, and, ex- 

cept cutting him off, to deal with him according 
to his prudence, and not to fpare him if he found 

any thing in him worthy of death.—And as if 
one thing more was wanting to compleat the ca- 

talogue of his noble actions, he profeffed the 

greatcft regard for every appearance of virtue and 
holinefs, and gave the moft fhining and indifpu- 

table proofs of an undiffembled reverence for, 
and fincere piety to God; ever obeying the di- 
rection of his prophets, worfhipping him alone 
throughout the whole of his life, and making 
the wifeft fetclement to perpetuate the worhhip of, 
the fame God, throughout all fucceeding gene- 
rations. 

With refpect to his pfalms, they breathe the 
genuine difpolition of piety; they are written 
with a true ipiric of poetry; the fentiments to be 
found in them are often the moft grand and fub-: 


' lime, and which, had they been wrote on any 


other fibjects but thofe of religion, would have 
been regarded as proofs of a molt excellent ge- 


| nius; and his admirers would have wondered at 


the calmnefs and fedatenefs of a man, who, 
wunidft the multiplicity of his affairs, the variety 
of the perfecutions he fuffered, the imminent. 
dangers that furrounded him, and the numerous 
wars he was cngaged in, could find any leifure 
hours, or tranquil difpofitions, forthe polite and 
delicate entertainments of poetry and mufic. 
Such are the outlines of a Jewith prince, whom 
Chriftians judiy extol as a man after God's own 
-eart; who God himfelf called to be king over 
Vira; who raithfully anfwered the purpoles for 


' which God railed hina, in whofe family he efta- 
! blithed che throne ; 
Y cVeriatling covenant ; 


with whom he inade an 

and who was the great 
progenitor of the Meffah himfelf, who now 
reigns over all, and fhall reigu, 11 all brs enemies 


bd 
are put muder bis feet, . 
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Solomon fucceeds bis father David on the throue of Ifrazl. 


\ 


XIV. 


Adouijah, his elder brother, concerts a 


febeme for poffeling bimfelf of the fovereignty, in which he is afified by Foab, Shimei aud Abia 


thar the prieft. 
moves Abiathar from the pricftly office. 


The fcheme is detetted by Solomon, who puts to death Foab and Shimei, and re- 
Solomon marries the daughter of Pharaob, king of Egypt. 


He afes for wifdom of God, who not only grants his requeft, but moreover promif's bim riches 


and honour. 


Gives evident tckens of bis fuperior knowledge and power in various inftances, 


Ren 


ceives a congratulatory addrefs from Hiram king of Tyre, who furnifhes him with timber for 
building the temple, in return for which be fends Hiram wheat and oil. Builds the temple. Ac» 
count of the antient ftate of Ferufalem, with a particular defcription of the temple built by 


Sovomon, 


N the death of David, his fon Solomon, 

who had been declared by him king of 
Ifrael, with the Divine approbation, acceded to 
the throne, to the univerfal fatisfaétion of the 
people. He was complimented on the occafion 
by the princes and great men of all the tribes, 
who, in congratulatory addreffes, wifhed him 
fuccefg in all his undertakings, and that he might 
enjoy a long and happy reign. 

“Solomon was no fooner feated on the throne 
than a circumftance occurred that compelled 
him, for his own fecurity, to put in execution 
the commands of his dying father. Adonijah, 
his elder brother, had, in his father’s life-time, 
made bold pretenfions to the throne, but his 
{chemes were difconcerted, and he was pardoned 
by Solomon, on condition of his becoming a 
good fubject, and that he would never inore 
mike any attempt to obtain the jovereignty. 
But, by the perfuafion of Joab and Abiathar, he 
was now put upon another bold project, which 
was, to defire Abifhag (the late king’s concubine 
in his old age) in marriage, hoping thereby to 
itrengthen his intereft, and that he might be ena~- 
bled, at fome future opportunity, to difturb the 
peace of Solomon. To effeé& this, he went to 
Bathfheba, the queen-mother, whom he in- 
treated to afk the king to permit him to marry 
Abithag. Bathfheba did as fhe was defired, but 
the king was fo far from granting her requett, 
that he was fhocked at the boldnefs of it, and 
fad, Why deft thou afk Abifoag the Shunammite 
fir ddcnijah? oft for him the kingdom. alfo; for 
Le is mine elder brother; even for him, and for 
Aviathar the prieft, and for Joab, the fon of Ze- 
ruab*, Convinced, by this requeft, that Ado- 
nyah had fome treafonable defign at the bottom, 
Solomon determined to prevent the execution 
of it by immediately cutting him off. Now, 
therefore, faid be, as the Lord liveth, which bath 





. * Had Solomon complied with this requeft of his mother 
in favour of his elder brother, it muft have been produétive 
of the moft fatal confequences. It is no wonder the king 
thould be irriated at the demand, though he reproved Bath- 
fieba in the gentleft terms his indignation weuld’ admit ; 
for Adonijah, by atking Abifhag, .David’s wite, did, in 
ha, ak the kingdom alfo, fince the wives of the deceafed 
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cftablifhed me, and fet me on the throne of David 
my father, and hath made me an boufe, as he 
promifed, Adonijah foall be put to death this day. 
In confequence of this refolution he difpatched: 
Benaiah the captain of his guards, to Adonijah, 
with orders to put him inftantly to death ; which 
orders being ftriétly obeyed, Solomon thus got 
rid of one of his moft implacable enemies. 
Having thus removed Adonijah, the king 
called for Abiathar the prieft, whom he rebuked, 
in very fevere terms, for his difaffection. He 
told him, that though he deferved death for 
having been falfe to him in joining with Ado- 
nijah, yet, for the fervices he had done his fa- 
ther, and the affiftance he gave in removing the 
Ark to Jerufalem, he would fpare his life: 
‘“* Bur, fays he, asa punifhment for your iniqui- 
ties, you fhall no longer enjoy the prieftly of 
fice ; neither fhall you ever again come into 
my fight. Go, therefore, immediately, to 
Anathoth, and there, on pain of death, wear 
out the remainder of your days.” 
When Joab heard the fate of Adonijah and 
Abiathar, (being confcious of his guilt, and ex- 
pecting no lefs punifhment than death) he fled 
for protection to the tabernacle, not doubting 
but the veneration the king had for fo facred a 
place would fecure his Glcey. But no fooner 
did Solomon underftand where he had taken 
fhelter,, than he commanded Benaiah immedi- 
ately to go to the place, and put him to death. 
Benaiah went agreeable to the king’s command, 
and, finding Joab at the altar, bade him come 
forth; but Joab would not quit his fituation, 
faying, if he muft perifh, he had rather die there 
than in any other place. In confequence of 
this, Benaiah returned to the king, and told him 
what Joab had faid; upon which Solomon or- 
dered him to go immediately back, and difpatch 
him}. ‘ Do (faid he) as he hath faid, and fall 
** upon 





monarch could only belong to the perfon who fucceeded to 
to the throne. 

+ It was formerly very cuftomary among princes, to em- 
ploy their officers, or greateft confidants, in fuch like execu- 
tions. Among the Romans, the foldiers were always the 
perfons, who carried: to prifon, to tayture, or to execution, 
fach as were found guilty of any offence ; and this Tertullian 
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upon him, and bury him; that thou mayeft 
take away the innocent blood, which Joab 
fhed, from me, and from the houfe of my 
father. And the Lord fhall return his blood 
upon his own head, who fell upon two men 
more righteous and better than he, and flew 
them with the fword, my father David not 
knowing thereof; to wit, Abner, the fon of 
Ner, captain of the hoft of Ifrael, and Amafa, 
the fon of Jether, captain of the hoft of Ju- 
dah. Their bloed fhall therefore return upon 
the head of Joab, and upon the head of his 
feed for ever: but upon David, and upon his 
feed, and upon his houfe, and upon his throne 
fhall there be peace for ever from the Lord.” 
Benaiah, agreeable to the king’s orders, went a 
fecond time to the tabernacle, where, findin: 
Joab in the fame fituation he had left him, he 
momediately put him to death, after which Solo- 
mon made Benaiah general of his army inftead 
of Joab, and appointed Zadok to the priefthood 
mftead of Abiathar, 

The next perfon that engaged the king’s at- 
tention was Shimei, who had fo grofly treated 
David in his flight from Jerufalem. Being 
brought before Solomon, he ordered him to be 
confined in the city, as a prifoner at large; but 
with a {trict injunction not to move out of it on 
pain of death t. Build thee, faid he, an boufe in 
Serufalen, and diwell there, and go not forth thence 
anv whither. For it foall be, that on the day thou 
gocft out, and paffeft over tka brook Kidron, thou 
fhalt know for certain that thou fhalt furely die : 
thy blood fhall be upon thine own bead. Shimei 
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makes an argument to diffuade Chritians from engaging in 
the wars, Ielt thereby they thould be obliged to imprifon, 
punith, or execute maletactors. In Dan. ii. 24. we read, 
that Nebuchadnezzar fent aAricch, who avas chief commander 
af his troops, to deftroy the wife-men of Babylon, becaule they 
could not interpret his dieam; and therefore we need lefs 
wonder, that we find Solomon employing Benaiah, the cap- 
tain of his guard, on the like office: but whether he did 
not firlt drag Joab from the altar, before he flew him, for 
fear of polluting the holy place with blood, or whether So- 
Jomon did not rather think fit to have him killed even at the 
altar, and let all men fee, that no place, though never fo 
facred, fhould fecure any man from the hand of juitice, 
commentators have not agreed. 

} ‘Yhe reader is here defired to recur to the defence of 
Pavid’s charge relating to Joab and Shimei at the clofe of 
the preceding chapter. Itis there afferted that the charge 
was different, as it refpected each of them. ‘Uhis difference 
is farther evident from the different manner in which Solo- 
mon treated them, [f the charge had been the fame with 
refpeét to Shimei, as it was to Joab, what thould have pre- 
vented Solomon from immediately executing Shimei, as well 
as Joab? But this Solomon, in his wifdom, knew he could 
not do; for David told him that he had pardoned Shimei to 
prevent his execution ; becaufe his offence was perfonal, and 
David had a right to forgive it, But he had never pardoned 
Joab, nor in juftice could do it, becaufe he was guilty of 
death for repeated murders, by the laws of God and man. 
Solomon therefore aéled wilely and jultly in reference to 
Shimei by fparing him, but honourably confining him, 
that he might have the proper fecurity for his future good 
behaviour. Shimei, fenlible of the king’s kindnefs, tells 
him, (1 Kings ii. 38.) Tse faying is good, &c. And when, 
upon breaking his word, he was fent for by Solomon, the 
king reproached him for his perjury, for a¢ting contrary to 
the condition of life which he himfelf had owned to be jait 
and equitable, and for the wickednefs that his heart was 
privy to, in his conduc to his father David ; the mercy that 
had been fhewed him in the pardon of that offence, aggra- 
vating his frefh crime in difobeying the king’s command ; 
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feemed very thankful for his life on thefe con- 
ditions: The faying, (faid he) 7s good: as my 
lord the king bath faid, fo will thy fervent do: For 
fome time Shimei kept himfelf within the bounds 
of his confinement, but a cireumftance at length 
occurred, hat induced him to break through his 
obligation, and thereby fubje& himfelf to the 
forfeiture of his life. Some of his flaves havin 
ran away from lrim, and entered themfelves inty 
the fervice of Achifh, king of Gath, he imprp- 
dently went to reclaim them, information be 
which being given to Solomon, on his return he 
ordered him immediately to be put to death, 
which was accordingly done by the hands of 
Benaiah his general. 

Solomon having thus fecured himfelf on his 
throne by taking off the heads of the faétion 
who were againit him, refolved to ftrengthen his 
power by a foreign alliance, which he did by 
marrying the daughter of Pharaoh, king of E- 
gypt§. After this he rebuilt the walls of Jeru- 
falem, which he made much larger and ftronger 
than before, and ereéted fortifications, in dif. 
ferent parts, for its better fecurity. 

Solomon, though young in years, ftridtly 
obeyed the commands of his dying father. He 
lived religioufly, paid great attention to the ad- 
miniftration of juftice, and preferved inviolate 
the laws of his country. Defirous of making 
his acknowledginents to God for the great bene- 
fits he had received at his hands, he went to Gi- 
beon (where the original tabernacle and altar 
made in the wildernefs were kept) and there of- 
fered up a thoufand4 facrifices to the Lord. 

This 
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a crime, that fhewed he was of a reitlefs fpiit, and incapa- 
ble of being reitrained within due bounds by the mott fo- 
lemn oaths, or any fenfe of intereit, gratitude or daty what- 
foever. Solomon adds, (ver. 44, 45.) Whe Lord phall re. 
tura thy wickedness, &c, plainly intimating that Solomon 
now cut him off, as an att of prudence and juftice to a reft- 
lefs implacable encmy to his perfon and government, and 
that he faw it neceflary fo to do for efablipbing the throne of 
Dawid before the Lond. : 

§ ‘Vhis part of Solomon’s conduét Kas been cenfured by 
different commentators, who obferve, that whatever aug- 
mentation of power he might promife himfelf from thi, 
alliance, he certainly ran the hazard of having his ‘religion 
corrupted. In anfwer to this we have to obferve, that there 
is no doubt but this princefs, when fhe was efpoufed ta So- 
lomon, quitted.the religion of her anceftors, to which Pfalne 
xIv, 19, IL, is thought to allude. Tt is certaim that we do 
not find Solomon any where reproved in fcripture for making 
this match; nor can we think that his book of Canticle-, 
which is {uppofed to be his epithalamium, would have found 
a place in the facred canon, had the fpoufé, whom it all 
along celebrates, been at that time an idolatrefs. Jt may 
feem ttrange that in all the hiftory of the Jews, from the 
time of Mofes to that of Solomon, no mention fhould be 
made of the kings of Egypt, as if they had no concern in 
the affairs of Canaan, but were wholly diverted fome other 
way: bat for this their own hiftorians account, when they 
tell us that, during this {pace of time, the ** Egyptian kings 
did nothing worth recording.” Clemens Alexandrinus, 18 
a paffage taken from Alexander Polyhittor, tells us, that the 
proper name of this Egyptian king, whofe daughter Solo- 
mon marned, was Vaphres, 

It Ic is not reafonable to fuppofe that the thoufand facri- 
fices which Solomon is faid to have made here, were offere 
in one day. ‘he king, we may imagine, upon one’ of the 
great feftivals, wentin proceffion with his nobles. two pay his 
devotion in Gibeon. Each of the great fettivals lafted feveo 
days; but Solomon-might ttay much longer at Gibeon, ut- 
til, by the daily oblations, a thoufand burnt- offerings might 
be confumed. : 
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This diftinguifhed piety was fo acceptable to 
God, that the night following he appeared to 
him in a vifion, and promifed to grant whatever 
he fhould afk. Solomon faid, ‘* Thou hait 
« fhewed unto thy fervant David, my father, 

reat mercy, according as he walked before 
thee in truth, and in righteoufnefs, and in up- 
rightnefs of heart with thee; and thou halt 
kept for him this great kindnefs, that thou 
haft given him a fon to fit on his throne, as it 
is thisday. And now, O Lord my God, thou 
haft made thy fervant king inftead of David 
my father: and I am but a little child*: I 
know not how to goout or come in. And thy 
fervant is in the midft of thy people which 
thou haft chofen, a great people, that cannot 
be numbered nor counted for multitude. 
Give, therefore, thy fervant, an underftanding 
heart, to judge thy people, that I may difcern 
between good and bad: for who is able to 
«¢ judge this thy fo great a people?” 

‘The Almighty was fo well pleafed with the 
nature of the requeft made by Solomon, that he 
not only promifed him the wifdom he afked, but 
likewife that he fhould have fuch an abundance 
of riches and honour as fhould not be equalled 
by any monarch on earth. When Solomon 
awoke he found it to be a dream fent from God; 
and therefore, returning to Jerufalem, he im- 
mediately went to the Ark of the Covenant 
(which was placed in a tabernacle that had been 
made for it by David) and there offered up fa- 
crifices in abundance. 
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’ Iris plain that Solomon means here that he was only a 
Yittte child, a mere infant in underttanding and abilities to 
guide and govern fo great a people. See Pfalm cxxxi. 2. 
Che phrafe to go out or come in is wotonly an Hebraifm fre- 
quent in the facred writings, but alfoa fimilitude taken 
srom a fittle child yet ynable to walk firmly, and ignorant 
of all things; fuch as Solomon here profeffes himfelf to be, 
as the ruler of fo great a people. [tis generally agreed that 
he was about twenty years of age when he began to reign. 
‘Yhough Solomon in his great modetty might requelt of God 
no more than the gift of government, or, as he expreffes 
it, anunderflanding heart, to judge the people, and to difcern 
berucvcen good and bad; yet God, out of his abundant grace, 
gave him a general knowledge of all other things, as the 
following hiftory informs us ; and that, whereas other men 
gather their knowledge from ftudy and obfervation, Solo- 
mon had his by an immediate infpiration from God ; in- 
fomuch that he who went to to bed, as ignorant as other 
men, awaked in the morning as an angel of God. Bur 
though his knowledge of things was in a great meafure in- 
fufed, yet he did not therefore neglett his ftudy : Ae gave bis 
Beart to feek, and fearch out by his wifdom, concerning all 
things under the fun; in which fearch, as himfelf teltifies, 
Eeclef. i. 13. he took no finall pains: fo that his gifts ex- 
tiaordinary did not fupercede the ufe of other means in the 
acquifition of knowledge; but by application and experience, 
he perfected what he had fo advantageoufly received from 
the hands of God, 

_t Solomon knew at once that the only fign whereby to 
difcover the true mother would be her affeétion and compaf- 
fionate tendernefs for the child ; and therefore, in order to 
diftinguifh between the two, his bufinefs was to make trial of 
them, And if we fuppofe, that when he commanded the 
child to be divided, he {poke with a fedate countenance and 
leeming earneltnefs (as the true mother’s petition to the king 
makes it apparent he did) then we may fuppofe farther, that 
not only the two women, but all the people prefent, were 
itruck with horror at the thoughts of the defign being car- 
ried into execution ; which, when it ended in fo jult a de- 
cifion, quite contrary to what they expected, raifed joy in 
every breaft, and gave a more advantageous commendation 
ta the judge. It is the opinion of fome, that Solomon made 
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A fhort time after this an opportunity offered, 
which fully difplayed the great wifdom the Al- 
mighty had been pleafed to give to Solomon in 
conformity to his Divine promife. Two wo-~ 
men, who lived together in one howfe, were 
brought to bed about the fame time, one of 
whom, having overlaid her child, took the living 
one privately trom the other woman,.and placed 
her dead child in its ftead. She who found the 
dead child by her accuifed the other of having 
ftolen her living orie, and left her own dead child 
in its ftead. The other ftrongly denied the ac- 
cufation; fo that the queftion was, to whom did 
the living child belong? In order to determine 
this difpute they went to the king, when each 
having related her tale, and made a claim to 
the living child, the king called for one of his 
guards, and erdered him to cut it afunder, that 
it might be divided between the two claimants f. 
In confequence of this the real mother of the 


living child earneftly begged that it might be 


faved, even though it fhould be given to her ad~ 
verfary, while the pretended one was for having 
the king’s orders put in execution. Solomon was 
fo well convinced that fhe who had expreffed fuch 
a tendernefs and compaffion for the living child 
was the real mother, that he ordered it imme- 
diately to be delivered to her, and chaftifed the 
other woman for her wickednefs, in having firft 
killed her own child, and being afterwards de- 
firous of the death of that of her friend f. 
This determination was fo fingular an inftance 
of the king’s great fagacity and wifdom, that 
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a difcovery of the truth antecedent to this experiment: that 
by obferving the countenance, the manner of fpeech, and 
all the motions of the women, he diicerned the fecrets of 
their hearts, and penetrated to the bottom of the bufinefs ; 
and that his commanding the child to be divided afterwards 
was only to notify to the company what he before had difeo- 
vered. However this be, it may not be improper upon this 
occafion to mention an inftance or two ouc of profane hiftory, 
of as fingular addreffes, though much inferior to this, in dif- 
covering fuch fecrets as feemed to be paft finding out. Sue- 
tonius, in his lite of Claudian, tells us, that emperor dif- 
covered a woman to be the mother of a young man, whom 
fhe would not own for her fon, by commanding her to be 
martied to him; the hoiror of committing inceft having 
obliged her to declare the truth. In like manner Diodorus 
Siculus relates, that Ariopharnes, king of the Thracians, 
being appointed to arbitrate between three men, who all pre- 
terded to be fons of the king of the Cimmerians, and 
claimed the fucceflion, found out the true fon and heir, by 
ordering them to fhoot each man his arrow into the dead 
king’s body, which one of them refufing to do, was deemed 
the Jawful claimant. 

t The whole of this fingular conteft between the two wo- 
men, their reprefentation of it to Solomon, and his peculiar 
method of determining it, may be thus paraphrafed : 


In conteft fierce two women ftorm aloud, 
And force their paffage thro’ the yielding croud, 
The monarch’s throne with eager hatte they gain’d ; 
The monarch’s prefence fcarce their rage reitrain’d; 
Silent they ftand, all impotent in woe, 
While down their cheeks the trick’ling torrents flow. 
The fir, alively, vig’rous infant bears, 
Fruit of iner fraud, but jolace of her cares. 
The next a livid, fenfeleis corfe embrac’d 
(Death’s ghaftly terrors all its form defac’d) 
‘Tow’rd the high throne with fierce accefs fhe flies, 
While tears of rage ftood trembling in her eyes, 

- A figh that inftant from her bofom broke, 
Another tollow’d, and at length the fpoke : 
«* Attend, O monarch! nor difdain to hear 
** A weetched woman with impartial] ear ; 
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the people ever after confidered him as a prince 
totally guided by Divine impulfe. 

The wifdom of Solomon, added to the great 
propriety of his conduét in the adminiftration of 
public affairs, foon fpread a happy influence over 
ail his dominions, and every fubjeét was, in fome 
degree or other, made partaker of it. All Ju- 
dah and Ifrael lived in the greateft fecurity ; 
and all the neighbouring nations either paid him 
tribute, or were his friends and allies. He ruled 
over al) the countries and kingdoms from the 
Euphrates to the Nile, and in many places his 
dominions extended much farther. He lived 
in greater fplendor than any of his predeceffors 
had done. The daily allowance of provifion for 
his table confifted of thirty meafures of fine 
flour, threefcore meafures of meal, ten fat oxen, 
twenty others from the pafture, and an hundred 
fheep, befides fowls, deer, and other articles. 

In this pompous manner did Solomon live be- 
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** If e’er compaffion touch’d thy royal breatt, 

«* JF e’er thou kuew’ht to pity the diilrefy’d ; 

«* Pity, ah! pity this my load of grief, 

“6 Jutlice is all I atk for my relief. 

«* That woman view—of all my woes the caufe, 

«< Who dar’d to violate thy facred laws. 

«* One common houle, one common fate we fhare i 


«© One commen board fupplies our daily fure, 

«* And once two tender babes employ’d our care. 
«¢ "Twas filence all—when not a gleam of light 
«© Shot through the folid darknefs of the night. 

<¢ Cruft’d with unufual load, her infant lay 

«oA lifele’s corpfe—the fpirit wing’d its way : 

«© ‘That cuis’d impoflor, praétio’d to entice, 

«« By long eaperience in the paths of vice : 

«© That monlter—tore my infanc from my arms, 
«© Blooming in youth, and fiefh with vig’rous charms. 
Soon as Aurora uther’d in the light, 

«© Sudden thefe clav-cold limbs diltract my fight !” 

Thus while fhe fpoke with fierce collected ire 
The other burns—her eye. balls {lath with fire. 
Now anguith, wrath, and grief, to paffion wrought, 
Defpair and fecret fhame, and con{cious thought 
Of impious guilt, her lab’ring foul opprefs’d, 
Roll’d in her eyes, and rag’d within her breatt. 
Firtt the ftood dumb—at length the fury woke, 
The troggting ftorm found vent, and thus fhe fpoke : 
* Js’t, then, in vain in truth itfelf totrulk? 

«© And is it thus the gods aflilt che jult? 

“6 Hell! burit, rage, roar aloud with hideous cry, 
‘© Tf thou art half fo mad, fo hot a» 1. 

* Patience, be gone! fhall J, fhall L refign 

«© My darling child, the child fo juitly mine !’” 

Thus wild the rav’d : diftraéted was her walk, 
Mad were her mations, and confus’d her talk, 
Fidlitious madnefs! fuch a falfe dilguife 
Might well have battled lets difcerning eyes 5 
But vain her arts, her plotted meafures tail; 

For heav’nly wifdom penetrates the veil 
Of mortal fraud; fuch pow’r Divine was giv’n, 
And fuch are mortals when oppos’d to heav’n. 

"The king demands a fword—the guards obey, 
And at his feet the fatal weapon Jay : 

« Letthis, faid he, the dubious caufe decide ; 
«© In equal parts the living child divide.”” 

Now, threat’ning fate the deadly weapon ftood 
High poiz’d in air, and feem’'d to thirft for blood. 
When thus th’ impottor: ‘* Jult is the decree, 

«* Thy words give joy, and wifdom breathes in thee : 
«© Strike, ttrike at once, the long contention end, 
«¢ With inilant ruin let the fword defcend |” 

The genuine mother, trembling for her fon, 
Averts the impending blow, and thus begun : 

«© Wasit, peridious! wasit, then, deciecd, 
«That only 7 mult for Ay falthood bleed ? 

«© Canit thou, forgetful of thy crime, begin 

«© To flight'my ruin, and enjoy the fin ? — 

«« Since your Jow'd infant has refign’d its breath, 
ss And lies benumb’d in the cold arms of death, 
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loved by his people, dedicating his time to their 
intereft and welfare. He gave daily inftances of 
the great increate of his wifdom, and in learning 
and knowledge furpaffed even the Egyptians, 
who had hitherto been reputed the moft dif- 
cerning people on the earth §. In fhort, he was 
efteemed the wifeft of mankind, and his reputa- 
tion was fpread throughout every nation, He 
compofed three thoufand proverbs, and one 
thoufand and five poems. He knew the virtues 
of all plants and trees, from the higheft to 
the loweft; and in his writings treated on the 
nature of all kinds of beafts, birds, reptiles and 
fifhes ||. So univerfal was his knowledge, and fa 
great his fame, that he was held in efteem by the 
princes of all countries, many of whom fent 
their ambaffadors to Jerufalem to: pay him re- 

verence. 
When Eliram, king of Tyre (ion of him who 
fent David timber and artificers to built his pa- 
lace) 
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«<< "Take this fad offspring of my fruitlefs throes, 

«© Leave me to pine in grief and endlefs woes, 

«« Ere to the ford my darling Irefign, — 

“© Mine be the fhame, the happy conqueft thine.” 
‘© Enough, ’tis plain, the fapient monarch cries, 

«© Ben nature’s felf points out to whom’s the prize; 

“© Whee foul relenting with comp.ffion burnt, 

“© Whose tender bowels on her offspring yearnt, 

“ Whe firt, by nature’s pow’rful initinet fway’d, 

“© Sav’d her dear infant from the threat’ning blade ; 

“© Let her receive the child—let contelt ceafe, 

“© And diff’rent nations part in leagues of peace.” 
'fhus he, while thro’ the court loud fhouts arife, 

And acclamations rend the lofty flies ; 

O’er the wide earth was fpread the rifing fame, 

And diffant fhores refound the monarch’s name, 


§ There were three nations in the eaft of Canaan, which 
were very famous for their wifdom and erudition: the Chal- 
deans, beyond the Euphrates, the Perfians beyond the Ti- 
gris, and the Arabians, on the nearer fide of the Euphrates, 
a Httle towards the fouth: but whether the Perfians and 
Chaldeans were remarkable for their learning in Solomon’s 
days, is much doubted among commentators. ‘Ihe book of 
Job fufficiently fhews that the Arabians (for of that nation 
was Job and his friends) were famous for their learning in 
anticnt times: and as to the Chaldeans and other oriental 
people, fince the fons of Noah took up their habitation ab put 
Babylon and the neighbouring countries, itis reafonable to 
fuppote, that where mankind firlt began to fettle themfelves 
inte regular focietics, there arts and fciences firlt began to 
appear, The Egyptians, however, pretend to precedency 
in this and feveral other acccmplithments. ‘They fay that 
the Chaldeans received the principles of philofophy at firft 
from a colony which came from Egypt, as Diodorus Siculus 
indeed makes mention of fuch a coiony, conduéted by Belus, 
But the Chaldeans, on the otherhand, maintain, that from 
them it was that the Egy ptians received their firtt inftru@ions, 
and, according to fome, that Abraham was the ferfon who 
firlt communicated to che Chaldeans the knowledge of allro- 
nomy and other {ciences. However this be, Solomon re- 
ceived from God a perfect knowledge of all that ufeful and 
{clid learning, for which the eaftern people and the Egy p- 
tians were juitly famed ; for, (as it follows) he was a great 
moral philofopher, a great natural philofopher, and an ex- 


cellent poet. 


|| The feveral books which treated of the nature and _vir- 
tue of animals, aswell as plants, are fuppofed to have been 
loft in the Babylonifh captivity; but Eufebius informs us, 
that king Hezekiah, fecing the abufe which his fubjects 
made of Solomon’s works, by placing too much confidence 
in the remedies which he preferibed, and the natural fecrets 
which he difcovered, thought proper to fupprefs them all. 
But notwithflanding this, fiuce his time, many wicked and 
pernicious books concerning the fecrets of magic, medi- 
cines, and inchantments, have appeared under the name 0 
this prince, in order to gain the more credit and fanction. 
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lace) heard of the death of the late King, for 
whom he had the greateft affection, he fent amn- 
baffadors to Solomon, to condole with him on 
his father’s death, and congratulate him on_his 
acceffion to the throne. By the return of tliefe 
meffengers Solomon fent Hiram 4 letter; the fub- 
ftance of which was to this effect : 


King Soromon to King Hina. 


«< Be it known to you; O king, that my father 
was defirous of erecting a temple to the worfhip 
of God; but he was pistes cd Hor ain 

ing his defign by being perpetually engaged in 

oe from eich he Fee cated cil he had 
made his enemies his tributaries: I thank God 
for the peaceable ftate in which hé left me, and 
having now a proper opportunity, I purpofe to 
erect a temple, which the Almighty was pleafed 
to foretel my father fhould be done by me. 
My requeft, therefore, is, that you will Jer fomeé 
of your people go with my fervants' to Mount 
Libanus, to affift them in cutting down materials 
for the building, as Iam fenfible they are better 
acquainted with that bufinefs than my fubjects : 
and as for wages, whatever you think reafonable 
fhall be punctually paid.” 


King Hiram to King Soromon. 


“It gives me the greateft pleafure to think 
that the government of your bleffed father has, 
by God’s Providence, (for which his holy name 
be praifed) fallen into the hands of fo virtuous 
and excellent a prince. ‘Yhe requeft in your 
letter fhall be diligently attended to: I will order 
the faireft and talleft cedars and cyprefs trees to 
be cut down, and carried to the fea-fide, where 
proper veffels fhall be provided to carry them to 
fuch port as you may think proper to direét, 
from whence they: may be conveyed by your 
people, to Jerufalem.: In return for this, 1 fhall 


efteem it a very fingular. obligation if you will. 


fupply us. with fuch a quantity of corn as you 


can conveniently fpare, being greatly diftreffed | 


for want of that. neceffary article.” 
On the receipt of. this, letter Solomon-was fo 


well pleafed with the generous. franknefs of Hi-- 


ram, that, in return, he ordered to. be fent him, 
annually, twenty thoufand meafures of wheat, 
and twenty meafures of pure oil. And this-was 
the firft earneft of that friendfhip which after- 
wards became permanent between thefe two 
monarchs, 

Matters being thus agreed on, Solomon ap- 





Be | Lae 


* If it fhould be ated, why Solomon did not begin the 
building of the temple fooner, fince his father had left him a 
plan, and all things neceffary for the undertaking? it may 
be anfwered, that the materials his father had provided lay 
rade and unfathioned, and at a confiderable diftance ; this 
time was therefore requifite to form them intd the exact fyra- 
metry and order in which the fcripture reprefents them ; efpe- 
cially as the very ftones, which made the foundation, were 
probably vaft blocks of marble qr porphyry, and all polifhed 
im the moft exquifite manner. ‘Therefore four years cannot 
be accounted fn unreafonable time, to gather gold and filver 
{ufficient to defray fo vait an expence. 

+ The noe itfelf, indeed, was but a fmall edifice, but 
3 Pu eres 
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pointed 30,6066 men to affift thofe of the king 
of Tyre in cutting down wood on Mount Liba- 
nus; but only 10,000 were fent at a time, who, 
after ftaying 4 month, returned to their homes, 
and tén thoufand others were fent in their ftead ; 
fo that each divifion by thus taking their turns al- 
ternately, were only one month abroad, and two 
at home. _befides thefe, Solomon employed 
70,000 profelytes (who were the remains of the 
antient Canaanites) in carrying burthens on their 
fhouldets ; 80,000 in cutting ftone out of the 
quarries ; and 3,600 in overfeeing the work. 
And, to finifh the inner part of the temple, as. 
well as frame fome of its choiceft veffels Hirarni 
fent him a moft {Kilful artift of his own name, 
whofe mother was of the tribe of Dan, but his 
father a Tyrian. The great abilities of this 
man were fuch, that they extended to all kinds 
of works, whether in gold, filver, brafs, or iron, 
whether in linen, tapeftry, or embroidery ; and 
by his direétion all the curious furniture of the 
temple was both defigned and fihifhed. 

All things being ready for building the t 
ple, the foundation was Jaid in the fourth y, 
of king Sdloimon’s reign, in the month 
which anfwers to our March, 480 years after 
children of Ifrael came out of Egypt, if 
year of the world 2992,'and 1612 before Chrift. 
It was finithed in the eleventh year of Solomon’s 
reign, in the month Bul (or O@okber) fo that it 
was feven years ahd an half in building}: The 
whole was compleated with fuch dexterity, that 
neither hammer nor ax, nor any tool of iron 
was heard during the whole time of its being 
erected ; fuch admirable care and contrivance 
was ufed in preparing and adjufting the refpec- 
tive materials. 

But before we proceed to give a defcription 
of this famous building, ir may not be impro- 
per to take fome notice of the fituation and an- 







.tient ftate of the city of Jerufalem, which, at 


the time of the temple being erected, was in its 
greateft fplendor. 

The city of Jerufalem was built upon two 
‘hills, and encompaffed all round with mountains. 
It was Gituated in a ‘barren and {tony foil; but 
the places adjacent were well watered, having 
the fountains of Gihon and Siloam, and the 
brook Kidron at the foot of its walls. Jebus, 
(or the original city which David took) was 
feated on a hill towards the fouth ; and, on the 
oppofite quarter, towards the north, was Mount 
Zion, where David built his new city, and called 


it after his own name, and where likewife ftood 


et 


his royal palace, as alfo the temple of the Lord; 
- ; ‘for 


tn remade, i 


the many courts and offices that were about it made the whole 
a@ prodigious pile, and the exquifitenefs of the art, with the 
{mall number of artifts employed about it, made a 
longer time requifite. It muft, however, be acknowledged 
that, confidering all things, Solomon made an extraordinary 
difpatch : for if the building of Diana’s temple at. Ephefas 
employed all the people of Alia for the fpace of two hun- 
dred years, and no lefs than three hundred and fixty thoufand 
men, for twenty years together, were employed in erecting 
one foremid (as Pliny affirms) no reafonable perfon can 
wonder that this temple was feven years and an half in 
building, but, on the contrary, will be fasprized to think it 
could have been doge in A fhort a time. 
hh 
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for the temple was built on Mount Moriah, 
which was one of the hills belonging to Mount 
Zion. : 

Between thefe two mountains lay the Valley 
of Millo, which formerly feparated antient Jebus 
from the City of David, but was afterwards 
filled up by David and Solomon, to make a 
communication between the two cities, But 
befides this Valley of Millo, we read in Scrip- 
ture of the Houfe of Millo , which is {aid to be 
in the City of David § ,and therefore was built 
either on Mount Zion, or fome adjacent place. 

With refpeé to the houfe of Millo (as we 
have no defcription of fuch a building) it may 
not not be improper to make fome enquiry 
what could be meant by it. The word Millo 
is thought to be derived from a Ifebrew root, 
which fignifies fo be full, and is therefore, in the 
Sacred Hiftory, fuppofed to denote ¢ large capu~ 
cious place, defigned for public meetings, or, in 
fhort, a fenate-houfe. That this was fome edi- 
fice of a public nature may be inferred from the 
ice that is taken of it among fome others of 
Hamon’s public buildings, where, the reafon 
athe tax which he levied upon his fubjects 
hid to be this, “ that he might build the 
Matic -of the Lord, and his own houfe, and 
Miillo, and the walls of Jerufalem, &c. (1 Kings 
ix. 15.) Since, therefore, we cannot but fuppole 
that it was a building of a very public nature ; 
and fince we find farther, that the fervants of 
king Joafh (2 Kings xii. 20.) arofe, and made a 
conipiracy, and flew him in the houfe of Millo 
(very probably when he was come thither to de- 
bate, and confult with his princes and other 
chief men) it feems to be inconteftible that this 
Houfe of Millo was crected for a public fenate- 
houfe, though, at the fame time, there is reafon 
to imagine, it might likewile be ufed for other 
purpofes, 

In the reign of Hezekiah, when Senacherib 
marched again{t Jerufalem with a defign of be- 
fieging it, the king took counfel with his prin- 
ces, and, among other things that were thought 
proper for his defence, itis faid, that he built up 
all the wall that was broken, and repaired Millo, 
and made darts and fhields in abundance, 2. Chron. 
xxxli. §. And from hence we may infer, that 









this Millo was a place of great confequence to. 


the ftrength of Jerufalem, and, very probably, 
was made to anfwer two purpofes, namely, as a 
fenate-houfe for public debates, and an arfenal 
for the reception of military ftores. 

The palace built by David for himfelf (to 
which was added that buile by his fon Solomon 
forthe king of Egypt’s daughter) mutt certainly 
have beena very magnificent ftructure, fince he 


had both his workmen and matcrials fent from: 


Old Tyre, which, at that time, furpafled all other 
nations in the art of building. But of this we 
can give no other account than that it ftood 
weftward from the temple, and confifted of a 
large {quare court, defended by flankers : from 


one of thefe was the defcent by ftairs into the 


gardens, which, in all probability, were watered 
by the fountain of Siloam. 
The fountain of Siloam rifes juft beneath the 





} 2 Kings xii, 20. 
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‘monly called Galilee. - 


its name froin the fimilitude it bore to the figu 
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‘walls of Jerufalem, on the ealt fide thereof, be:-- 


tween the city and the brook Kidron; and was 
probably the fame with the fountain Enrogel, or 
the Fuller’s fountain, whereof we find mention 


| in Jofhua, xv, 7. and in the books: of Samuel, 


and the Kings. | Some travellers -wilt have it, 
that the water of this fountain is- brackifh, and- 
has not a good tafte; but the prophet Ifiah, 
when he utters the complaint of God againt{t the 
Jews, forafinuch as this people refufeth. the waters 


of Shiliah, <obich ge foftly, &c. feems to denote 


the contrary. Iiowever this be, St. Jerom kim-* 
felf affirms, that the waters of this fountain midde 
the Valley, through which they ran} (as watering’ 
the gardens and plantations that: were there) 
very pleafant and delightful. . 

The fountain of Gihon, which fprang very: 
probably fron an adjacent hill ot the fae 
name, was on the weft fide of Jerufalem ; ‘and 
as king Hezekiah (2 Chron. xxxit. 30.) cr 
dered the upper channel of this fountain to be 
conveyed into Jerufalem, that when the city 
was befieged, the enemy might nor have the be- 
nefit of its waters; fo we need not doubt, -but 
that the other fpring of Siloam was, in like 
manner, conveyed into the city, and that, for 
the convenience of its inhabitants, they ‘were 
both, in feveral places, diftributed into ‘pools ; 
tho’ fonie make that of Siloam to be without 
the walls. ay ote. 

The brook Kidron ran in the Valley of Je- 
hofaphat, on the eaft of Jerufalem, between the 
city, and Mount Olivet. It had ufuallt na, 
great quantity of water in it, and was frequently 
quite dry; but, upon -any fudden rains, it 
fwelled exceedingly, and ran with great impe- 
tuolity. It was indeed of fingular fervice to the 
antient city, as it received: its common-fewer, 
and, upon every violent flood, emiptied” them 
into the Dead-fea. basa 

Mount Olivet, or the Mount of Olives, 
(which doubtlefs had its name from the great 
quantity of olive-trees that grew there) was fitu- 
ated to the eaft of Jerufalem, and parted’ from 
the city only by the Valley of Jehofaphar, anit 
the Brook Kidron; for which reafon, it is fait! 
to. be a: Sabbath-day’s journey, i. ¢. abort a 
mile from it. It was'on this: mountain that 53. 


} lomon- built temples to, the Gods of the,'Am- 


monites, and ‘of the Moabites, ii ¢omplaifande 


. to his wives, who were natives-of' rhefe narions; 
: and. for this reafon it-is Hkewife called in ferip-. 


ture, the Mount of Corruption, becaufe' fuch as 


‘follow vain idols are frequently faid in: fcripture’ 
"to, corupt themfelves. 


Some tndeed have’ inita- 
gined, that this mount of corruption was a di!- 
tinct place, but the matter of fact is, that Mount. 
Olivet had three fuminits, or was made up of 


‘three feveral. mountains, ranged ane aftex ano- 
‘ther, from north to fouth. 


‘The middle funmit 
was that, from which our Lord a/temded 5 towards. 
the fouth was that, whereon Soloman. fet up his. 
Abominations, (2 Kings, xxxiti. 4.3.) and towards 
the north was the higheft of. all,. which was coin- 


Mount Calvary, which, to all appearance, hac 
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of a fkull, or- man’s head, was to the weft of 
the antient Jala without the gates : 
and, as our Saviour fulfered there, we may pre- 
fume it was the common place, where criminals 
of all kinds were poe executed. 

The Valley of Hinnon, or of the fons of 
Hinnon, lay to the fouth of the city, and was re- 
markable for the cruel and barbarous worfhip of 
Moloch, where parents made their children pafs 
thre’ the fire, or be burnt in the fire, by way of 
{acrifice to that Idol; and where it was ufual to 
have mufical inftruments (from whence it ob- 
tained likewife the name of Tophet, the Hebrew 
word Toph fignifying the fame as Tympanum in 
Latin, and Timbrel in Englifh) to drown the 
lamentable fhrieks of the children thus faerificed. 
In this place there was afterwards kept a perpe- 
tual fire, to confume the dead carcafes which 
were brought from Jerufalem; and therefore 
our Saviour, alluding to this, calls Hell by the 
name of Ge-henna, or the Valley of Hinnon. 

The Valley of Jehofaphat, (which is likewife 
called the Valley of Kidron, becaufe of the be- 
fore-mentioned brook which ran through it) 
lay on the eaft of Jerufalem, between the city 
and the mount of Olives; and near this fpot it was 
that Our Saviour afcended inte heaven. 

There is another Valley, that the fcripture 
makes early mention of, and that is, the Valley 
of Shaveth, which is likewife called the King’s 
Dale, (Gen. xiv. 17.) where Melchizedeck met 
Abraham, in bis return from the flaughter of Che- 
derlaomer. According to Jofephus, it was, in 
his time but about two furlongs diftant from 
Jerufalem, and for this reafon perhaps, it has 
been thought by fome, to be no other, than the 
Valley of Jehofaphat; tho’ others make it 
different, yet fo, as to come up near to the faid 
Valley, and to lie on the fouth-cait part of the 
city, nor far from the king’s gardens. Why it 
obtained the name of the King’s Dale, whether 
ir was from its near fituation to the king’s pa- 
lace and gardens, or from its being the place, 
where the kings were accuftomed to exercife 
themfelves, or to be entertained by fecing others 
perform their exercifes of running, riding and 
the like, is not agreed, and, in all probability, 
will never be determined. 

According to the Scripture accounts there 
were feveral gates belonging to the antient city 
of Jerufalem ; but their refpective fituations 


(not being particularized) cannot be, with cer- | 


tainty, determined. ‘There is reafon, likewife, 
to believe that their names have been varied, or 
that one and the fame gate has gone under dif- 
ferent appellations. As there were feveral cir- 
cuits of walls belonging to the city, it is more 
than probable, that fome of thefe gates did not 
Tead out of the city into the country, but only 
from one divifion to another.. 

_ The Gate of the Valley, which, doubtlefs, had 
its name from. leading into fome valley,.(and, as 
fome travellers will have it, to the Valley of 
Jehofaphat) was fituated on. the eaft fide of the 
city, 

‘The Dung-gate, (which appears to have re- 
ceived its name from the: dung and filth of the 
beats that were facrificed at the temple being 
carried out of it) was probably che fame with 


that which is fo called at this time, and, as well || 






ars 


as the Gate of the Valley, was fituated on the 


eaft fide of the city. 

The Water-gate (which took its name from 
the water being conveyed through it into the 
city) was likewife fituated on the fame fide; as 
was alfo the Gate of the Fountain (fo called from 
its near fituation to the fountain of Siloam) 
except that it inclined a little towards the fouth. 

The. Gate of Ephraim tood on the north fide 
of the city, and was fo called from its opening 
to the main road leading to that part of the 
country where the tribe of Ephraim were firu- 
ated. 

The Horfe-gate, Sheep-gate, and Fifh-gatée are 
fuppofed to have received their names from. the 
feveral markets of thefe creatures held on the 
refpective fpots afligned for thofe purpofes. The 
two former were fituated on the eaft fide of the 
city, and the latter on the north. 

The LHigh-gate, or the Gate of Beniamin (fo 
called, from its fituation towards the land or 
tribe of Benjamin) is fuppofed by fome, to have 
been the principal gate of the royal palace; but 
from what we read concerning the prophet Jes 
remiah being grofsly abufed near this gate, it 
appears to have been fituated by the Houfe of 
the Lord. See Jeremiah xx. 2. 3 

Having thus mentioned the refpective gates 
of this antient city, we fhall now proceed to take 
notice of its royal fepulchres, fome remains of 
which are ftill exifting. On the north fide of 
the city (without the walls now, but then, pro- 
bably within them) are feveral fubterraneous 
chambers, which are wonderfully magnificent, 
and at prefent called the Sepulecres of the kines 
Thefe have been minutely defcribed by feveral 
modern travellers (particularly Thevenot and 
Maundrel) all of whom give their relations in 
like manner, and to this effect :— When you 
«© come to the place, pe pafs through an entry, 
© hewed out of a rock, which admits you into 
“an open court about twenty-fix feet f{quare, 
« all cut out of the rock, which is of folid mar- 
“ ble, and ferves inftead of walls. On the left 
« of this court is a portico nine paces long, and 
‘© four broad (with a kind of architrave running 
*© round its front) cut out of the fame rock, as 
are likewife the pillars that fupport it. At 
the end of this portico there is a paffage into 
“© the fepulchres, which (when you have crept 
*¢ through it with fome difficulty) lets you. into 
“© a large chamber of above four and twenty feet 
* fquare. Its fides and ceiling are fo exa&ly 
“« {quare, and its angles fo juft, that no architect, 
*¢ with levels and plummets, could build a room 
“© more regular. From this room you pafs into 
“© fix more, one within another, and all of the 
«© fame fabrick with the firlt, except that the 
“ two innermoft are deeper than the reit, and 
“© have a defcent of about fix or feven fteps into 
“ them. In every one of thefe rooms (except 
“¢ the firft) were coffins of ftone, placed in ni- 
“ ches, along. the fides of the room, and a 
«© mounted in all to about fifty.” 

This is, in all probability, the only real work 
that now remains of the Old Jerufalem; and, 
what makes it juftly looked upon as a wonder 
is, that the ceiling, the doors, as well as all the 
reft, their hinges, pofts, frames, &c. are all cut 
out of the fame continued rock, It may, there- 

fore, 
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fore, be worth our enquiry to what purpofes 
thefe ftructures were sed, and who; poffibly, 
might be the perfons depofited in them. — 

It is the opinion of the generality of thofe who 
have infpeéted thefe fubterraneous ftructures; 
that they were not the fepulchres of the kings 
of Judah, becaufe the Séripture tells us (1 
Kings li. 10. and xi. 43.) that David and So- 
lomon, and moft of their fucceffors, wefe bu- 
ried in the City of David; and yet thefe grots 
He without the gate of Damafcus (as itis now 
called) at a confiderable diftance from that 
part of Jerufalem. But how far the City of 
David did formerly extend, or where we fhall 
find any other figns of the places where David, 
and the other kings, his fucceffors, were buried, 
we have not any hints given us. The Reverend 
Mr. Maundrel (from the following paffage in 
Scripture, and Hezekiah flept with his fathers, 
and they buried him in the chiefeft of the fepulckres 
of the fons ef David) is of opinion, that this was 
the place where Hezekiah, and the fons tmme- 
diately born to David that were not depofited in 
the royal fepulchres, were buried. But it is 
much more probable (and what both the Syriac 
and Arabic verfions feems to confirm) that, by 
the fons of David here we are not to underftand 
his immedtate fons, properly fo called, but, rather, 
the kings that fucceeded him. This is a form of 
fpeech frequently made ufe of by the Sacred 
Writers; and therefore the fenfe of [ezekiab’s 
being buried in the fepulckres of tke fons of David 
mult be, that he was buried in the fepulchres of 
the kings defcended from David. 

To the opinions already given of thefe repo- 
fitories of the dead, we fhall add that of Le 
Bruyn, who fuppofes, they were the fepulchres of 
Manaffeh, his fon Amon, and his grandfather 
Jofiah, kings of Judah. Of Manaffeh, the 
Scripture exprefsly tells us, that be was buried 
in the garden of his own boufr, in the garden of 
Uzzah,2 Kings xxi. 18, 26. 

And of Amon it is faid, that he was buried in 
the garden of Uzzah, which garden Manafleh 
might, very probably, purchafe, and, being ta- 
ken with the pleafantnefs of it, might there build 
him an houfe, which he is here called his own. 
houfe, in contradiftinction to his royal palace, 
which was built and inhabited by his anceftors on 
Mount Zion. Of Jofiah, indeed, the facred 
hiftory does not fay exprefsly, that he was buried 
here ; al} that it tells us is, that he was buried in 
the fipulckres of bis fathers, but whether in the 
City of David, or in the garden of Uzzah, it 
makes no mention: And therefore, fince both 
his father and grandfather were buried in this 
garden, there is reafon to think, that Jofiah was 
here buried likewife; efpecially confidering, 
that, in one of thefe fubterraneous rooms, (as 
Le Bruyn tells us) which feemed to be more 
lofty than the reft, there were three coffins curi- 
oufly adorned with carved works, which he 
took to be the coffins of thefe three kings, 


But of all the buildings, that antient Jerufa- | 


lem had to boaft of, the Temple, which David 
defigned, and Solomon perfected, was the moft 
magnificent. We are not however to imagine, 
that this Temple was built like one of our 
churches ; for it did not confift of one fingle edi- 
fice, but of feveral courts and buildings, which 
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took up a great deal or ground. The ‘place 
whereon it was erected, was the top of moun¢ 
Moriah, and the building all together made 
an exact fquare of eight hundred cubits, or one: 
thoufand as hundred and fixty feet long on each 
fide, exaétly fronting the edft, weft; north, and 
fouth: : ; 
To make this building mote firm and fecure, 
it was thought neceffary to begin the foundation 
at the bottom of the mount; fo that the fides 
were three hundred and thirty-three cubits (or 
about 608 feet high) befote they were ratfed to 
the level of the temple; and this afforded 4 
moft noble profpect towards the chief part of 
thé city; which lay weftward. It is impoffible 
to compute the labour of laying this founda- 
tion, bécaufe it is impoffible to tell how much 
of the mountain mult, im fome places, be re- 
moved, and in others filled up, to bring it to an 
exact fquare for fo great'a height. ‘ The foun- 
‘© dation (as Jofephus tells us) was laid prod. 
*€ gioufly deep; and the {tones were not only of 
** the largeft fize, but hard and firm enowgh to 
«* endure aH weathers, and be proof againft the 
‘““ worm.  Befides this; they were fo mortifed 
‘© into one another; and fo wedged into the 
“‘ rock, that the ftrength and curiofity of the 
*€ bafis was not lefs admirable, than the intended 
‘* fuperftructure, and the ore was every way an- 
‘© {werable to the other.” 
The ground-plot, wpon which the temple was 
built, was a fquare of fix hundred cubits every 
way. It was encompaffed witha wall of fix cu- 
bits high, and the fame in breadth, and con- 
tained feveral buildings for different: ufes, fur- 
rounded with cloyfters fupported by nrarble pil- 
lars. Within this fpace was the Court of the 
Gentiles fifty cubits wice, and adorned, in like 
manner, with cloyfters and pillars. “Fo feparate 
this court from the Court of the Ifractites, there 
was a wall of five hundred cubits fquare. The 
Court of the Iiraelites was an hundred cubits. Tr 
was paved with marble of different colours, and 
had four gares, to every quarter one, and each 
rifing with an afcent of feven -fteps. To fe 
parate this. court from the Court of the Priefts, 
there was a wall of two hundred cubits fquarc; 
and the priefts court was an hundred cu- 
bits, encompaffed with cloyfters, and apart- 
ments, where the priefts, that attended the 
fervice of the temple, were ufed to live. “This 
court had but three gates, to the eaft, to: the 
north, and to the fouth, and were approached 
by an afcent of eight fteps. ‘Fhefe courts were 
all open, and without any covering, but, in cafe 
of rain, or other bad weather, the people could 
retire under the cloyfters, that were fuppotted 
with rows of pillars, and went round ‘every 
court. ; os 
In the Hraelites Court, over-againft the: gate 
of the Priefts Court, was erected a throne for-the 
king (which was a magnificent alcove} where 
he feated himfelf when he came to the temple. 
In the Priefts Court was the Altar ‘of Burnt- 
Offerings, which was much larger than that of 
the tabernacle, having ten brazen lavers four cu- 
bits high, each ftanding on ten bafes. ‘There 
was likewife a great bafon (which the tabernacle 
had not} called the Brazen Sea: it was five cu 
bits high, and ten cubits in diameter, and was 
fupported 
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{upported by twelve brazen oxen reiting on bafes, 
each of which had four wheels. 

On the welt fide of the Altar of Burnt-Offer- 
ings was an afcent of twelve fteps, which led to 
what may be properly called the Temple ; and 
this confitted of three parts, namely, the Porch, 
the Sanéuary, and the Holy of Folies. 

The Porch was about twelve cubits long and 
twenty broad, at the entrance of which ftood 
the two famous pillars called Jachin and Boaz, 
whofe names import, that God alone was the fup- 
port of oe temple; and its gate was fourteen cu- 

ies wide. 
Ot The S.nfiuary, or Nave of the T emple, was 
forty cubits in length, and twenty in breadth. 
In it were the Alear of Incenfe, and the Table of 
Shew Bread; bur becaufe the temple was larger, 
and required more light than the tabernacle, in- 
{tead of one, it had five golden candlefticks. 

The Holy of Holies was a {quare room of twen- 
ty cubits, in which was placed the Ark of the 
Covenant, containing the two tables of ftone, 
on which were engraved the ten commandments 
as delivered by God to Mofes. The two cheru- 
hims were made of olive-wood covered with gold: 
they were ten cubits high, and their wings five 
cubits long: they ftood upright, having their 
wings ftretched out, one of each of which 
touched the wall on either fide, and the other 
two met in the center, covering the Ark. 

According to the account given by the cele- 
brated Jewith Hiftorian Jofephus, round the 
temple, and againft its walls, were built thirty 
cells, or little houles, which ferved as fo many 
buttreffes, and were, at the fame time, no finall 
ornament to it; for there were ftories of thefe 
cells one above another, whereof the fecond was 
narrower than the firft, and the third than the 
tecond, fo that their roofs and balluftrades, being 
within each other, made three different terraffes 
(as it were) upon which a perfon might walk 
round the temple. Within, thefe little houfes 
were ceiled with cedar, their walls were wain- 
fcotted with the fame, and embellifhed with car- 
ving and fretwork, inlaid with gold, which, 
with their dazzling fplendor, made every thing 
about them look truly magnificent. 

Upon the whole, we may obferve, that the 
glory of this temple did not confilt in the bulk 
or largenefs of it, (for in itfelf exclufive of the 
furrounding courts, it was but a fmall pile of 
building, no more than an hundred and fifty 
feet in length, and an hundred and five in 
breadth,) but its chief grandeur and_ excel- 
lency lay in its out-buildings and ornaments, 
in its workmanfhip, which was every where very 
curious, and its overlayings, which were vatt 
und prodigious; for the overlaying of the Holy 
of Helies only, (which was aroom but thirty feet 
{quare, and twenty high) amounted to fix hun- 





* The excellent Work, from which we have taken this 
extract, is the moft modern on the fubject, and contains many 
more particulars than what are related by other writers on 
the fame fubjeét. It is intitled, 4 New and Complete Syftem 
of Geography, containing a full, accurate, authentic and in- 


terefling Account and Description of Europe, Afia, Africa and | 


Americas as confiding of Continents, Ifands, Oceans, Seas, 


Rivers, Lats. Promontories, Capes, Bays, Peatnfulas, Iftmuffes, 
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dred talents of gold, which comes to four mil- 
lions three hundred and twenty thoufand pounds 
of our fterling money. A 

We fhall conclude our account of this famous 
building with the words of Jofephus: ‘ The 
«« whole frame, fays he, was raifed upon ftones 
“ polifhed to the higheft degrce of perfection, 
“and fo artificially put together, that there was 
“* no joint to be difcerned, no fign of any work- 
*« ing tools being upon them; but the whole 
‘© jooked more like the work of Providence and 
« Nature, than the product of Art, and human 
<< invention. As for the infide, whatever car-- 
* ving, gilding, embroidery, rich filks, and fine 
*¢ jinen would do, of thefe there was the greateft 
profufion. The very floor of the temple was 
overlaid with beaten gold, the doors were 
larger, and proportioned to the height of the 
walls, twenty cubits broad, and ftill gold up- 
on gold.” Jn aword, it was gold all over, and 
nothing was wanting, either within or without, that. 
coud contribute to the glory and magnificence of the 
work, 

To the beforementioned account givenof the 
antient ftate of Jerufalem, it may not be impro- 
per to fubjoin a few obfervations relative to its 
prefent ftate, as given by that celebrated and 
much admired Geographer, Charles Theodore 
Middleton, Efq.* 

“« Jerufalem (fays he) is now about three miles in 
circumference, and lies in 31 deg. 50 min. north 
lat. and 36 deg. eaft long. and is fituated on a 
very rocky mountain. The Turks (by whoin it 
is at prefent inhabited) call ic Cudfembaric. It 
is very thinly inhabited ; the walls are weak and 
without baftions, and the ditch is very inconfi- 
derable. The ftreets are narrow and the houfes 
mean. Pilgrims and travellers, who flock from 
all parts either through devotion or out of cu- 
riofity, are the principal fupport of the city. A 
Turkith baffa refides here, to keep good order, 
collect the Grand Seignior’s revenues, and protect 
the pilgrims from the infults of the Arabs. 

* No European Chriftian is permitted to enter 
the city till the requifite duties are difcharged ; 
nor can a ftranger fafely ftay here, without being 
upon good terms with the Latin fathers. 

“ The pilgrim’s principal object is the church 
of the Holy Sepulchre, ficuated upon Mount 
Calvary. Itis 100 paces in length, and 60 in 
breadth: the workmen were obliged to reduce 
the hill to a plain area, in order to lay the foun- 
dation; but great precaution was ufed not ta 
alter any part of it, where Our Saviour’s paffion 
was concerned. ‘The fcene of the Crucifixion is 
left entire, being about twelve yards fquare, and 
ftands at this day fo much higher than the floor 
of the church, that it is afcended to by twenty-one 
fteps. The Holy Sepulchre, which was origi- 
nally a cave hewn out in the bottom of the rock, 
may 





Gulphs, Se. and divided into Empires, Kingdoms, States and 
Republics. Embellifbed with upwards of One Hundred and 
Twenty fuperb Copper-Plates, engraved by the moft celebrated 
Artifts, confifling of Views, Maps, Land and Water Per- 
Spetives, Birds, Beats, Fifbes, €Fc. as alfo the various 
Dreffes of the Inhabitants of different Countries, with their 
frrange Ceremonies, Cuftoms, Amufencents, Sc, Printed for 
J. Ceoxe, No. 17, er 
it 


q18 Tut HISTORY oF 
may be now compared to a grotto ftanding above 
ground, and having the rock cut away, and le- 
velled all round. The walls of the church of the 
Holy Sepulchre arc of ftone, and the roof of ce- 
dar; the building is covered with a fuperb cupola, 
fupported by fixteen large columns, and open at 
top. Over the altar there is another fine dome; the 
nave conftitutcs the choir, and the ailes of the 
church contain the moft remarkable places where 
the circumftances of Our Saviour’s Paffion were 
tranfanéted, together with the tombs of Godfrey 
and Baldwin, the two firft Chriftian kings of Jeru- 
falem. In the church of the Crucifixion, the hole is 
fhewn in which it is faid the crofs was fixed. The 
altar has three croffes richly adorned on it, par- 
ticularly with four lamps of immenfe value, 
which are kept conftantly burning. The cloyfter 
round the fepulchre is divided into fundry cha- 
pels. The Latins, who take care of the church, 
have apartments on the north-weft fide, bur they 
are never fuffered to go-out, the Turks keeping 
the keys, and furnifhing them with provilions 
through a wicket. Some grend ceremonics are 
performed at Eatter, reprefenting Chrift’s paffion, 
crucifixion, death, and refurrection, of which 
take the following authentic account: 

«© At dufk the pilgrims and monks meet in the 
chapel of the apparition; the lights are extin- 
guifhed, and a fermon is preached by oncof the 
Latin priefts; then each being furnifhed with a 
lighted taper, all walk in proceffion round the 
church. They ftop firft at the Pillar of Elagel- 
lation, where na hymn is fung, and a fermon 

reached: thence they proceed to the Chapel of 
the Prifon, to hear another hymn and another 
fermon: at the Chapel of the Divifion of the 
Garment, to which they go next, na hynin is 
fung, but no fermon preacned. They then pro- 
ceed to the Chapel of Derifion, the altar of which 
is fupported by two pillars, and underneath 1s a 
piece of greyifh marble, on which they fav the 
foldiers placed Chrift, when they crowned him 
with thorns, and mocked him, faying, “ Hail, 
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king of the Jews!” Here a fermon is preached, 
and a fourth hymnfung. They next enter ano. 
ther chapel, parted from the former only by a 
curtain, and advancing to the eaft end, come to 
the very {pot on which Our Redeemer was cruci- 
fied. ‘This chapel is covered all over with Mo- 
faic work; and adorned with thirteen lamps, and 
a candleftick with twelve branches. An hymn 
is here fung, and a fermon preached on fome 
text relative to the paffion: then two friars, who 
perionate Jofeph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, 
come with great folemnity to the crofs, and take 
down the image that refembles Chrift, which 
they put in a winding fheet, carry it to the ftone 
of unétion, and fing an hymn over it: a fermon 
is then preached in Arabic, and thus the ceremo- 
nials conclude. 

“« On Mount Moriah, in the fouth part of 
the city, ftands the edifice called Solomon’s 
Temple, which is fituated upon the fame {pot as 
the antient temple; but it is uncertain by whom 
it was erected. ‘fhe middle part, where the 
Jewifh Sanctum Sanétorum was fuppofed to have 
itood, is converted into a Turkifh mofque. 

« Jr is to be obterved, that the Turkish fan- 
giac who governs this city, refides in the very 
houfe where Pontius Pilate is fuppoted to have 
formerly lived. he principal part of the 
churches have been converted into mofques. ‘The 
pricfts and other Chriftians are kept mifera- 
bly poor by the tyranny of the government, and 
have fcarce any fubfiftence but what they pro- 
cure by accommodating ftrangers with food and 
lodging, and felling them relicks.”’ 

Such are the particulars of the prefent ftate of 
the city of Jerufalem itfelf as related by this ce- 
lebrared Hittorian. As for the remarkable places 
in its neighbourhood, with other matters well 
worthy the attention of the curious, we mutt 
reter our readers to the work itfelf ; it being 
now time to quit this digreffion, and refume our 
Fiiftory. 
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Cc H A P. 
Solomon places the Ark of God, and the Tabernacle, in the Temple. 


of the temple, and prayer on the occafion. 
dream. 


1. 


His folemn dedication 
God appears to Solomon a fecond time in a 


Solomon offers Hiram, king of Tyre, twenty cities, which be refufes to accept. 
He builds cities, and fub ues the Hittites, Amorites, &c. 


Sends fhips to Ophir, which 


bring from thence grat quantiites of gold. Receives a vifit from the Queen of Sheba, who 


admires his wijdom, and, oa her departure, makes him many valuable prefents. 
He is delud:d by firange women, and falls into tdolatry. 


great riches. 


His 
God ratfes up 


againft bim Hadad and Rezon, and declares to ‘feroboam, by the prophet Abyuh, that 


he foall reign over ten tribes. 


HE great work of the temple being 
finifhed, Solomon, to celebrate the 
dedication of it with the greateft 
magnificence, poftponed that cere- 

mony till the following year, which was a year 
ot jubilee, and at which time there always 
aflembled a vaft concourfe of people from all 





J The feaft ef tabernacles lated eight days, and was in- 
fiituted as 4 memorial of the Ifraelites having dwelt in tents 
or tabernacles while they were in the defert. The princi- 
pal ceremonies obferved in the celebration of it were as fol- 
Jon: They dwelt, during the whole folemnity, in tents, or 
heoth:, made of boughs of trees, like bowers, in the open 


air. ‘hey offered every day a great number of facrifices,. 


‘bi fides the ufual ones, of which there is a particular account 
in the 29th chapter of Numbers. During the whole time of 
the fealf they carried in their hands branches of palm-trees, 
ohves, ciirons, myrtles and willows. Thefe they tied toge- 
ther with gold or filver Lines, or with ribbons, and going into 
their tynagopues, walked round the altar wich them in their 
hinds finging Hcfannah, that is, Save £ befeech rhee-; 
< which ceremony the trumpets founded on all fides. 
- tac fevencth day of the feaft they went feven times round 
tar, and this was called the Great Hofannah. On the 
-u.v they repeated their Hofannah often, faying, ‘* For thy 








Seroboam flies into Egypt. 


Death of Solomon. 


parts of the kingdom. On this occafion he 
fent meffengers to all the elders of Ifrael, 
the princes of the different tribes, and the 
heads of the families, ordering them to repair to 
Jerufalem at the time appointed, which was a 
few days before the celebration of the Feaft of 
Tabernacles *, 


The 





fake, O our Creator, Hofannah ; for thy fake, O our Re- 
deemer, Hofannah ; for thy fake O our Seeker, Hofannah :” 
as ifthey addreffed themfelves to the Trinity to fave and help 
them. But one of the moft remarkable ceremonies performed 
at this feaft was, the /ibations, or pouring out of the water, which 
was done every day. A prieft went and drew fome water in a 
golden veffiel, at the pool of Siloam, which he poured on 
the alcar (firft mixing fome wine with it) at the time of the 
morning fervice, the people, at the fame time finging, With 
jy feall ye draw water out of the wells of falvation. Thus 
as this teftival was commemorative of God’s favour to his 
people while they dwelt in tents and tabernacles in the wil- 
dernefs, and was defigned to remind them of their short and 
pilgrim ftate here below (fee Pfalm xxxix. 12.) fo did it 
torefhadow the future dwelling of the Meffiah in the taber- 
nacle of human flefh, whence their greateft comforts were 
to flow, and through whom they, and all mankind, were te 
receive the warer of life, the /pirit of grace. 
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‘The people being affembled, and all things 
ready, the ceremony began on the eighth day 
of the feventh month called Ethanim, which 
anfwers to the latter end of our Oéctober. It 
opened with a very grand and folemn proceffion, 
in which the priefts carried the Ark from the 
place David had erected for it to the temple, 


where they depofited it in the moft hely place, . 


between the two golden cherubims which Solo- 
mon had caufed to be made by Hiram, as a kind 
of covering to it. The king himfelf accom- 
panied by all his chief officers, and the elders of 
Ifrael, marched before the Ark: thefe were fol- 
lowed by a great number of priefts and Levites, 
who fung fome canticles proper on the occafion, 
and played upon various inftruments. Next to 
the Ark followed another. body of fingers and 
players, with other priefts bearing the golden 
candlefticks, altar of incenfe, and other facred 
utenfils of the fanétuary; and laft of all, the 
Tabernacle of the Congregationt. As the 
proceffion paffed the pricits offered facrifices in 
various places, the number of which, on their. 
way, and at the temple, after depofiting the dif+ 
ferent articles in the parts allotted for them, 
amounted to 20,000 oxen, and 120,000 fheep f. 
While the priefts were placing the Ark in the 
Holy of Holies, the air rang with the found of 
trumpets, and_ the voices of the Levites, who 
fang the praifes of God, repeating thefe words 
at proper ftanzas: Give thanks to the Lerd, for 
he is good; and his mercy endureth for ever. 

No fooner had the priefts left the Holy of 
Holies, where they had depofited the Ark, than 
the whole temple was covered with a miraculous 
cloud, fo that the priefts could not proceed far- 
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+ This was the tabernacle built by Mofes, which, for the 
prevention of fchifm, and to make the temple only the place 
of devotion, was now taken down and depofited in the trea~ 
fary, where it continued till the taking of Jerufalem by the 
Chaldeans ; when (as Jofephus informs us) God admonifhed 
Jeremiah to take it, together with the ark, and the altar of 
incenfe, and hide them in fome fecret place, for fear of pro- 
fanation ; and it is doubted whether they have ever yet been 
removed. 

We are not to fuppofe that fo great a huntber of cattle 
could be offered all on the fame day, much lefs on one altar. 
‘The continuance of this meeting was for fourteen days, feven 
in the feaft of tabernacles, and feven in the dedication of the 
temple: and becaufe the brazen altar before the door of the 
temple was not fufficient to receive all the facrifices, Solomon 
ordered other altars to be erected in the court of the prieits, 
and perhaps in other places, which were to ferve only during 
this folemnity, when fuch a prodigious number of facrifices 
were to be offered ; for, at other times, no altar was allowed 
but the brazen one which had been made by Motes. It is, 
however, no bad obfervation of Jofephus, that, during the 
oblation of fo many facrifices, the Levites took care to ‘* per- 
« fume the air with the fragrancy of incenfe and {weet o- 


«« donrs, to fuch a degtee, that the people were fenfible of | 


* it at a diftance ;? otherwife the burning of fo many: beatts 
at one time mult have occafioned a very offenfive fcent. 

§ ‘The prayer Jofepbus puts into the mouth of Solomon on 
this occafion is to the following effe&: ‘ Lord, fays he, what 
«are the mott glorious works of man in balance even with 
the {malleft of thy benefits and mercies? Or what can 
we, that have nothing to give, pretend to do fcr thee that 
wanteft nothing ? when the very leaft of thy bounties are 
«¢ above and beyond all requital ? We can only ‘render thee 
“ praife, acknowledgment and thankfgiving. and that, in- 
«* deed, is a prerogative which theu halt vouch fafed to man- 
< lind above all other creatures: fo that.this ] am not only 
«¢ allowed, but obliged to do, in the name of myfelf and fa- 
«« mily, and the whole people of Hfrael, for all thy multi- 
piled favours and infinite goodnefs towards us. Now 
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ther in celebrating the praites of God. -Thi 
being obferved by Soloman: he samediner 
concluded that what he had done was acceptably. 
to the Lord, and that he had fhewn this as 4 
fign that he had taken poffeffion of the place 
He therefore threw himielf proftrate on the 
ground, and in that fituation continued for fome 
time. Atlength he arofe, and, turning towards 
the fan€tuary, addreffed himéfelf in folemn’ prayer 
to God §, befeeching him gracioufly to accept of 
the houfe which he had built for his fake; to 
blefs and fanctify it, and to hear the prayers of 
all, whether Jews or Gentiles, who, upon any 
occafion, either of public or private calamity, 
might direct their fupplications to him from 
that holy place. He likewile befought of God 
that he would fulfil the promife which ‘he had 
been pleafed to make to his father David, in fa- 
vour of his family, and the kings who: fhould 
fucceed him in the government of the people.— 
This moft beautiful and folemn prayer is con- 
tained in the eighth chapter of the firft book of 
Kings, beginning at the 23d and running to the 
53d verfe; and the whole of it may be thus 
paraphrafed : 


By thee at length I've rais’d the fpacious fane, 
Which David oft had vew’d, but vow'd in vain 
The royal David, my victorious fire, 

Deck’d in emblazon’d arms, and war’s attire ; 
Inur’d to blood, and hoftile cruelty, : 
Was not thought fit to build an houfe for thee: 
Or on thy facred altars to expand 

A peaceful off’ring with a warrior’s hand, 

Yet, his fon, thou vow’dit thould build thine houfe; 
O God of truth, well haft thou paid thy vows ! ; 


Hear 


By thee, eternal God of truth I reign, 


«© having no other way of expreffing cur duty and affections, 
«* than by the means of bare empty words, that are only fo 
t* much air drawn in and breathed out again, be pleafed to 
*s accept of oar humble gratitude in that human capacity: 
“© firt, for thy gracious goodnefs to my dead father, ‘in 
‘¢ raifing him from a fhepherd’s crook, to an imperial {cep- 
«« ters and, inthe fecond place, for making good to thy fer- 
‘© vant Solomon all thy prosnifes and predictions in bis fa 
«© your, Lord! continue thy bounties to us, as to thy 
*¢ chofen people: preferve, profper, cand perpetuate the go- 
<< yvernment to our family by a conftant train of fucceflion, 
«© from generation to generation, according to thy promifes 
“© to my father, living and dying. Lord! granc usall this; 
« and to all niine, thofe virtues and graces that may make 
«¢ them acceptable in thy fight.. I do farther moft humbly 
«© befeech thee to let thy holy fpirit defcend upon this tem- 
«¢ ple, in the blefling of thy peculiar prefence. Heaven and 
«* earth I know are too little for the majefty of thy glory, and 
<« more the workmanthip of men’s hands in a Fabrick of muci 
«© wood and ftone: and yet ¥ cannot bit prefume to implore 
«© thy Providence and protedtion over it: Lord ! preferve it 
«< from the. power and rage of enemies ; and be pleafed to | 
‘“take care of it, as of thine own property and poffefiion. 


"«¢ And if at any time hereafter thou fhalt be moved in thy 
«¢ juft difpleafure to punith this people for their tranfgreffions, 


«< with famine, peftilence, or any other judgment whatever 
«s anfwerable to the degree of the wickednefs, Lord! ‘be - 
«« pleafed, upon their humble fupplications to thee in thine 
«< own houfe, with prayers and tears, for mercy and for 
«« givenefs, to accept of their true repentance, and fo re 
<© move thy judgments. ‘This F moft humbly befeech. thee, 
« not for.the Hebrews alone, but for the relief indifferently 
«« of atl people whatever, that fhall offer up their petitions 
<¢ to thee in this holy place. By thefe means it will appear’ 
<< to the whole world that this is thy houfe, and we chy 
«+ people: and that the Hebrews are not fo inhumane as [0 
«s envy ftrangers the common difpenfations cf the Author 


se and Fountuin of all our happinets.”” 
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From thine eterna) manfions bend thine ear, 
‘Thofe manfions leave, and deign to’ inhabit here. 
I'm loft in thought ! can. then th’ immortal deign 
"To dwell on earth, to dwell with mortal men? _ 
- Can this (built with our hands) this ftructure hold 
Him, from whofe hands eternal world’s have roli’d? 
Yer, O defcend, thou God of Abraham, hear, , 


ear. then, thou holieft God of Abraham, hear, R 


From thine eternal manfions bend thine ear, 
And make this dwelling thy peculiar-care. 
When adverfaries fhall each other vex, 

And mutual ttrifes the doubtful truth perplex ; 

. When tremb’ling both approach thy awful fane, 
And both, by facred oaths, their caufe maintain : 
Then do thou-hear, O God of Abraham, hear, 
From thine eternal. manfions bend thine ear, f 
Judge the wrong-doer, and the guiltlefs clear, 
if e’er, with fins opprefs’d, this guilty land 
Fall by the fword, and feel a tyrant’s hand ; 

If they muft drag the haughty victor’s car, 

And {mart beneath the iron rods of war; 

Yet O, when they thall fuppliant feel their thame, 
Fall at thjne altar, and invoke thy name; 

Then d¢thou hear, O God of Abraham, hear, 
From thine eternal manfions bend thine ear, t 
Forgive their trefpafs, and receive their pray’r. 
When heav’n withholds its feafonable rains, 

And famine dire beftrides the parched plains ; 
When round the wattes the wiftful hind thall ttare, 
Curfe his own toils, and unfuccefsful care ; 

If then repentant they approach thy fhrine, 

And fadly deprecate the wrath divine : 

Then dothou hear, O God of Abraham, hear, 
From thine eternal manfions bend thine ear, t 
And blefs with fruitful fhow’rs the teeming year. 
When foreign men from dittant nations come, 
And gazing enter this imperial doom, 

When o’er thine altars Gentile hands they raife, 
And, in a tongue unknown, exult thy praife ; 
Then do thou hear, O God of Abraham, hear,. 


From thine eternal manfions bend thine ear, } ; 


And let e’en diftant lands thy bleffing (hare. 

When Ifrael’s fons an hoftile a& defign, 

And great in arms their cretted warriors fhine ; 

If unto thee, the Lord of Hofts, they pray, 

And from thy hands expe the doubtful day; 

‘Then do thou hear, O God of Abraham, hear, 

From thine eternal manfions bend thine ear, t 

Go with their armies—lead their hofts to war. 

But if thy facred juftice hath decreed, 

That, for their fins, the ftubborn ones fhall bleed ; 

If captives they mutt vifit foreign lands, / 

And tread, with toilfome fteps, on barb’rous fands ; 

Yet then, if then they look with longing eyes, 

Back on thy temple, and their native fkies, | 

Hear them e’en then, O God of Abraham, hear, 

From thine eternal manfions bend thine ear, i 
* And fmile propitious on thy fuppliants there. 

Then let thy pow’r, and out-ftretch’d arm reftore, 

The wretched exiles to their native fhore ; 

As erft of old, thy wonder-working hand 

O’er {ands and feas led forth the chofen band, t 

From Gofhen’s plains, and Egypt’s fwarthy land. 


Solomon, having finifhed this folemn addrefs 
to God, arofe, and, turning himfelf to the pco- 


ple, with his hands fpread, {poke to them as fol-_ 


lows: “ Bleffed be the Lord that hath given 
“* reft unto his people Ifrael, according to all 
“« that he promiied: there hath not failed one 
** word of all his good promife, which he pro- 
““ mifed by the mouth of Mofes his fervant. 
“© The Lord our God be with us, as he was with 


“* our fathers: let him not leave us, nor forfake | 


“us: That he may incline our hearts unto. him, 

“* to walk in all his ways, and to keep his com- 

** mandments, and his ftatutes, and his judg- 
19 
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mon again o. 


ments, which he commanded - our fathers. 
And let thefe my words wherewith I have 
made fupplication before the Lord, be nigh 
unto the Lotd our God day and night, that 
he maintain the caufe of his ferva..; and the 
caufe of his people Ifrael; at all times, as the 
matter fhall require ; that all the people of 
the earth may know that the Lord is God; 
and that there is none elfe. Let your heart, 
therefore, be perfect with che Lord our Gods 
to walk in his ftatutes, and to keep his cors~ 
mandments, as at this day.” 
After having thus addreffed the people, Solo= 
ered up a number of facrifices, 


and ballowed the middle. of the court that was be- 


Sore the Houfe of the Lord. 


The feaft of the 


Dedication, in conjunétion with that of the Ta- 
bernacles, lafted fourteen days, at the expiration 
of which, all things being performed with the 
greateft order and folemnity, Solomon difmiffed 
the people, who returned, with hearts full of joy, 
to their refpective habitations. 


In the night of the very fame day that Solo- 


mon had finifhed the ceremonies of dedicating 
the temple, God appeared to him a fecond time 
while he was afleep; and the words he faid to’ 


him were co this effect. 


*© That he had heard 


his prayers, and accepted his facrifices: that he 
would preferve his temple, and make it the houfe 
of his dwelling; that 1s to fay, fo long as he 
himfelf, and his pofterity and people, thould 
continue to walk before him, as David his father 
did, in purenefs of heart; promifing him, upon 
that condition, to advance him to the higheft 
degree of earthly blifs ; to perpetuate the throne 
of Ifrael to his family, fo that there fhould never 
want a prince of that line, and of the tribe of 


Judah, to hold the f{cepter. 


But, onthe con- 


trary, if ever they fhould betray and depart 
from, or forget the worfhip they profeffed, and 
run after ftrange gods, they fhould be quite 
rooted out from off the facé of the earth, and 
Ifrael be no longer a peoples but, after being 


torn to pieces, and bro 


en with wars and other 


‘calamities at home, be forced to fhift for them- 
felves in the wide world, as vagabonds and 


exiles. The voice farther told him, that in cafe of 


fuch an apoftacy his new-erected fabric fhould 
come to be facked and burnt by the hands of 
barbarians, and Jerufalem itfelf laid in afhes b 

a mercilefs enemy ; infomuch that people fhould 
ftand amazed at the very report of fuch mifery 
and diftrefs, and wonder how it fhould come to 
pafs that a people, who were but yefterday the 


envy of all mankind for riches, external glory 


‘and reputation, fhould now, all on a fudden, be 
funk and loft to the laft degree of wretchednefs 
and contempt, and reduced to this defpicable 
{tate too by the fame hand that raifed them. To 
which queition their own guilty confciences fhould 
make this anfwer: Becaufe they forfook the Lord 
their God, who brought forth their fathers out 
of the land of Egypt, and have taken bold upon 


| other gods, and have worfbipped them, 
them: therefore bath the Lord brought 


and ferved 
upon them 


all this evil. 


Solomon had a peculiar tafte. for building, 
_ and therefore, a fhort time after he had confe. 


crated the temple, ie et abou: erecting a mag-® 


nifigent 
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hificent palace for himfelf, in the execution of 
which he was greatly affifted by his old friend the 
king of Fyre: He likewife built another. pa- 
lace for his:queen, and a third, which he called 
the Horf. of. the Farg{t of Lebanon *, and in 
which he principally refided during the fummer. 

In acknowledgment for the great fervices re- 
¢eived from Hiram king of Tyre, Solomon 
offered him twenty cities in the land of Galilee, 
adjoining to his. own. country; byt, for. feme 
reafon or other, he did not think proper to accept 
them. From this refufgl, that part oef:the 
country was called Cabul, which in the Phoeni- 
cian language, figurifies,. It doth not pleafe me. 

The fortifications of Jerufalem being deemed 
infufficient for thé defence of that: fpacious. and 
opulent city, Solomon applied hirhfelf to the 
completion of fuch repairs as were deemed ne- 
eeffary for the fecurity of the place. He rebuilt 
the walls rownd the city, and erected a fenate- 
houfe in that part of it called Millo. He like- 
wife repaired and fortified the cities of Hazor, 
Megidda, Beth-horon the Nether, Baalath, Tad- 
mor in the wildernefs of Syria, and Gazer, the 
latter of which the king of Egypt took from 
the Canaanites, and gave it in dower with his 
daughter. He fortified aH the cities in which 
were kept his chariots and horfes, as alfo thofe 
he had allotted as magazines for corn, wine, and 
oil. 

Fhere was ftill a ftubborn remnant of the 
C€anaanites who refided near Mount Lebanon, 
and who, for fome time, had difputed their alle- 
giance to the kings of Ifrael. Thefe Solomon 
reduced to a ftate of fubjection, made them 
tributaries by obliging them to fupply him 
yearly with a certain number of flaves to. be 
employcd in tilling the land, and other forts of, 
drudgery. As for his own fubjects, he appointed 
a great part of them either to be furveyors of 
his works, or guards to his perfon, or commanders: 
in the army, or traders and merchants, that fo 
he might make his nation as famous as it was 
poffible to be effected by human policy. 

To increafe his wealth, and promote com- 


merce, Solomon caufed a fleet of thips to be | 


buile in Ezion-Geber, a port in the Red Sea, in 
which he was greatly affifted by his good friend 
and ally Hiram, king of Tyre, who fent him a 
number of expert pilots and fkilful mariners. 
By thefe means his fubjects, who foon attained 





{| The defcription of this: palace, which we may gather 
trom Jofephus, Lamy, and others, that have treated of So. 
lomon’s buildings, is in this manner related : “© Upon 
“© feveral rows of pillars, there was ereéted a fpacious pile of 
‘* building, in the nature of a common hall, for the hearing 
‘© of caufes, It was an hundred cubits in length, fifty in 
‘* breadth, and in depth thirty, fupported by fifteen fquare 
«* columns, covered with Corinthian work in cedar, and for- 
*« tified with double doors, curioufly wrought, that ferved 
«© both for the fecurity and ornament of the place. In the 
«© middle of this hall was another edifice of thirty cubits 
«© fyuare, and underfet with ftrong pillars, wherein was 
«* a placed throne of ftate, on which the king himfelf ufed 
*« to fit perfonally in judgment, On the right-hand of this 
«« Court of Jultice ftood the king’s own palace, and, on the 
«s left, that which he built for Pharaoh’s daughter, both 
‘« fitted up with cedar, and built with huge itones of ten 
<« cubits fquare, which were partly plain, and partly over- 
¢e Jaid with the matt precious marble. —The rooms were hang 
¢¢ with rich hangings, and beautified with images and fculp- 
*< tures of all kinds, fo exquifitely finifhed, that they feemed 
«© t6 be ulive, andin motion. It would be an endlefs work 
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| Sheba, who being a 
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the art of navigation, were enabled to make fe- 
veral advantageous. voyages to different parts; 


and particularly; in one to Ophir, - they’ brought . 


him home no lefs than four hundréd and rwégty 
aleats of gold, with many other commodizes 
and curiofities of confiderable value. 1 
The great fame Solomon had now acquired 
both for his riches ard wifdom, was tpread 
throughout moft . : 
greatelt refpect was paid: him by the printes and 
nobility of all the furrourffing countries. Afnohg. 
others who heard of his fame was the Quéen. of 
princefs of, extraors 
underftanding, and .Imghly aecomplifhed, the 
chara&er given of Solomon f% captivated her; 
that fhe refblved to fee and hear him, wifely'con- 
cluding that experimental proof furpafféd the 
moft confirmed report, which, on proper exami- 
nation, might be found. inconclufive, an wagu- 
thenticated. Having debated the matter. for 


fome time with herfelf, fhe at length came to a- 


refolution, notwithftanding ali the hazards and 
difficulties of a long and tedious jouraey: to 
did por 


‘make him an honourable vifir: this fhe 


anly for the Satisfaction of gratifying her cugio- 
fity, but likewife to efljoy the benefit of inftruc- 
tion from that wifdom, of .which the had:heard 
fo very extraordinary an account. 

Thus refolved, the Queen of Sheba fet out 
on her journey to Jerufalem, attended by a trai 
fuitable to her dignity, taking with her a number 
of camels laden with fpices, gold, precious 
ftones, and various other valuable articles. On 
her arrival at the city fhe was introduced to the 
king, who received her with all poffible honour, 
courtefy and refpect due to her character. Wer 
purpofe was, to try if Solomon’s witdom was 
anfwerable to the high commendations fhe had. 
heard of it; and therefore, in difcousfe, fhe pro- 


_ pofed to him feveral enigmatical queftions. The 


king anfwered all the difficulties fhe propofed 
with fuch eafe and clearnefs as perfectly afto- 
nifhed her, and the beheld a difplay of his fur- 
prifing power far fuperios to what had been re- 
prefented. She greatly admised the magnifi- 
cence of his palace; the difcipline and ceconomy 
of his houfhold, and the peculiar grace and pro- 


priety with which he condutted all his affairs. . 


She was likewife infinitely pleafed with the fight 
of the. daily facrifices, and the application, care 
and 





«* (fays Jofephus) to give a particular furvey of this mighty 
**s mafsof. building; fo many courts and other contrivances, 
“© {uch a variety of chambers and offices, great and little, 
«* long and large galleries, vait rooms of itate, and others for 
** featting sind entertainment, {et out.as richly as could be, 
«« with coftly furniture and gildings; befades that, all the 
** fervices for the king's table were of pure gold. Ina word, 
*« the whole houle was, in.a manner, made up, from top to 
“© bottom, of white inarble, cedar. gold and filver, with pre- 
«© cious ftones, here and there intermingted upon the walls 
<* andceilings, after the manner of the adorning of the 
** temple.” . 

_ ® Itis the opinion of fome commentators, that this hcufe 
was the fame with the palace which Solomon built in jerufa- 
lem, and that it received its name from the tall pillars that 
fupported it, which looked like the cedars in the Foret of Le- 
banon ; but this opinion is certainly ill founded, becaufe the 
Holy Scriptures {peak of it as a dittinct building, though, 
perhaps, it might not be far diftant from the other, on fome 
cool fhady mountain which made it refemble Mount: Le- 
banon. 
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and veneration with which the priefts and Levités 
erformed their part in the worlhip. The 
whole fhe beheld ftruck her mind with the moft 
fenfible impreffion, and, in the height of her 
amazement, fhe addfeffed the king in wotds to 
this effect: . “ Great Prince, faid fhe, feport is 
« {9 doubtful and uncertain, that without an 
« experimental and demonftrative confirmation 
« of the truth of what we hear, we are forced 
«< to fufpend our judgment, efpecially when the 
« fame of things relates either to extreme good 
“ or evil; but with refpect to your incompara~ 
« ble faculties, that is, to the advantages of the 
«mind in a fuperlative degree of knowledge 
« and underftanding, and the glory of your 
« outward ftate, the rumour has been fo far 
“ from partial, that it falls fhort even of com- 
« mon juftice ; for though report conveyed as 
much to your honour as words could exprefs, 
I have yet the happinefs, at this prefent time, 
«© to fee much more than I heard. Bleffed are 
the Ifraelites, bleffed are the friends and 
eople of Solomon, that ftand ever before 
Hie and hear his wifdom; and bleffed be 
“ God for his goodnefs to this land and nation, 
in placing them under the government of fo 
excellent a prince.” . 
Nor did this great princefs teftify her admi- 
ration of the extraordinary qualifications of So- 
lom n by words alone; but, as a farther inftance 
of the high refpeét fhe enrertained for the king, 
made him a prefent of one hundred and twenty 
talents of gold, together with a great quantity 
of aromatic fpices, rich perfumes, and precious 
ftones, to a confiderable value. Solomon, on 
lis pert, was not wanting in making a grateful 
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acknowledgment of the favours then conferred | 


on him: he not only gave the ‘queen all fhe 
afked, but complimented her with feveral arti- 
cles which he thought at:racted her fancy. After 
this reciprocal interchange of prefents given and 
taken, the queen of Sheba took her leave, 
and returned, highly fatisfied, to her own country. 

Soon after the departure of the Queen of 
Sheba, Solomon’s fleet returned from Ophir, 
(otherwife called the land of Gold) bringing 
rich ftones and pine wood in abundance: the 
latter was made ufe of partly for pillars and 
fupporters to the temple and palace, and partly 
in the conftru€tion of pfalteries, harps and cym- 
bals, on.which the Levites played when they 
fang to the praife and glory of God. 

Solomon received by this fleet fix hundred 
and fixty-fix talents of gold, over and above the 
merchants adventure, and what the governors 
and princes of Arabia fent him for prefents. 
Of this gold he caufed to be made two hundred 
targets, each weighing fix hundred fhekels, all 


of which he hung up in the great hall of the | 


Foreft of Lebanon. He likewife made a moft 
fuperb and grand throne of ivory, which. he 
ufed both as the feat of judgment and to hold 
public audiences. It was placed in the midft of 
a flight of rich pillars of cedar, curioufly carved, 
and inlaid with gold, The throne itfelf, which 
was in the form of a niche, was covered with 
ory, inlaid, and intermixed with curious or- 


ee 


It is aftonithing that a perfon of Solomon’s wifdom 


haments ia gold: the afcent to it was by fix 
fteps, each fUpportéd of either fide by a fmall 
lion; and the arms of the feat by two large ones 
as big as the life: All thefe; and even the fteps 
themielves, wére covered with ivory and gold. 
The drinking-véffels belonging to the king were 
all of pales decorated with precious ftones, and 
curiouflly wrought by the moft eminent artifts ; 
and of this rich metal were all his common 
utenfils made: In the traffic carried on, no 
money pafféd; Sdlomon fending his own fhips, 
from thé fea of Tarfhifh, with different articles 
of his own country, and receiving in exchange 
negroes, gold, filver, ivory, apes, &c. This 
voyage, in going and returning; ufually took up 
three years. : 

The great farrie of Soloiion’s wifdom, power 
and riches having now extended to the remoteft 
parts, feveral of the moft potent princes em- 
braced every opportunity or teftifying; by their 
fubmiflion and munificence; the veneration in 
which they held fo diftinguifhed a charaéter. 
They fent him gold and filver, plate; purple. 
robes, fpices and perfumés of all forts, horfes; 
chariots, and mules for bulthen; fuch as, for 
ftrength and beauty, they thought would be 
moft acceptable to the king. In thort, the richeft 
prefents were fent him from every quarter; and. 
to fee the face, and hear the wifdom; of the re-~ 
nowned Solomon, was the prevailing ambition 
of the great men of that age. ol a 

Hitherto we have feen nothing in Solomon 
but what was truly great and wonderful; but 
the latter actions of his life greatly tarnifh and 
difgrace his character, His raging defires after 
women tranfported him beyond all bounds; nor 
could thofe of his own country ferve his turn, 
for he took indifferently women of various na- 
tions, Sidonians, Tyrians, Ammonites, Edo- 
mites, &c. contrary to the inftitution of Mofes; 
which forbid any intercourfe of marriage with 


 ftrangers, wifely forefeeing that ftrange women 


might inveigle them over to worfhip ftrange 
gods.. This was the true reafon of the precau- 
‘tion againft fuch marriages ; for the violation of 


‘one law is but a ftep towards the breaking of 
‘another; and the. taking of a prohibited wife 


naturally led to the embracing of a prohibited 
religion. 

But Solomon’s fenfual appetite was not to be 
checked by the counfels of fobriety and reafon. 
He had no lefs than feven hundred wives, wha 
were princeffes, and three hundred concubines ; 
and the paffion he had for the perfonal charms of 
fome, and the converfation of others, led him 
into compliance with them in the impiety of 
their practices and vpinions, as the moft effec- 
tual earneft he could give of his tendernefs 
and affection. As he grew more advanced in 
years he felt the decay of age in his mind, as 
well.as in his body, and as he became more and 
more remifs in the exercife of the trtie worfhip, 
he was the more eafily prevailed upon to join 
with thefe ftrange women in a falit orie; and 


. even went fo far as to affift theni in offeting up 


facrifices to their refpective idols tf: 
This fad apoftacy in Solomon highly offended ' 
the 


; Si gi 2s 
should have been perfuaded by his wives to forfake the tcligion 
in 


214 
the Almighty, who was pleaféd to nd a pro- 
phet to him with a meffage to this effect: « That 
Ris wickednefs was no fecret, and that he fhould 
not long go unpunifhed. With refpeét to the 
promife made to his father, that he fhould have 
no other fucceffor, the prophet told him his 
government fhould not be taken from him while 
he was living, but that after his death his fon 
fhould fuffer for the iniquities of his father; 
not that there fhould be an univerfal defection, 
but that ten tribes only fhould revolt, and the o- 
ther two continue in their allegiance to the fon of 
Solomon for his grandfather’s fake, and for the 
fake of the temple of Jerufalem, which God had 
made choice of for the place of his habitation on 
earth.” 

This fevere chaftifement, which foretold the 
removal of Solomon from the moft exalted glory 
and dignity, to the loweft itate and condition, 
wounded him tothe very foul; nor could he, on 
reflection, deny the juftice of the fentence. 

Avery fhort time after this dreadful judgment 
was denounced againft Solomon for his tranf- 
greffions,, God ftirred up a bitter enemy againft 
him. His name was Hadad, an Edomite by 
birth, and a branch of the royal family, whofe 
animofity againft Solomon arofe from the fol- 
owing circumftances. When the Ifraelites over- 
ran the country of Edom, under the command 
of Joab, who at that time was David’s general, 
Joab, having fubdued the people, put to the 
{word all the male children he could find in the 
province. Hadad wasat this time a youth,, and 
happening to make his efcape, fled to Pharaoh 
king of Egypt who not only received him with 
great humanity, bue very generoufly gave him 


houfes, lands and revenues for his fupport ; and. 


fach was his affection for him that he at length 
gave him his own wife’s fifter in marriage, who 
bore him a fon that was trained up with. the 
children of Pharaoh. 

When Hadad heard of the deaths of David 
and Joab, he afked permiffion of Pharaoh to 
return to his own country. The king, not being 
pleafed with this requeft, afked him, what he 
wanted, or what he meant by fo earneftly with- 
ing to leave the beft friend he had in the world. 
Hadad told him he was perfectly fatisfied with 


all the favours he had been. pleafed to beftow on’ 


him; but that he was anxioufly defirous of pay- 
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in which he had been fo well inftructed,. and which he was 
fo fully convinced to have been delivered to Mofes by that 
Omnipotent Being, who had brought the [fraelites from a 
land of bondage, placed him cn the throne of David, and 
infpired him with that wifdom which rendered him famous 
thoughout the earth. It affords, however, a itriking leffon 
to all mankind to beware of the infatuation of vice ; fince 


even a Solomon was not fecure from its delufions, and, once: 


unhappily immerfed in it, feems never to have difengaged 
himfelf from it. 

§ Language, as appears from the nature of the thing, 
fiom the récords of hiftory, and from the remains of the 
moft antient languages {till fubfifting, was at firft exceeding 
rade, nasrow and equivocal ; fo that men were perpetually 
at a lofs on any new conception, or uncommon incident,. to 
explain themielves intelligibly to each other. This necef- 
farily fet them upon fupplying the deficiencies of fpeech by: 
apt and fignificant figas. Accordingly, in the firft ages of 
the world, mutual converfe was upheld by a mixed difcourfe 
of words and aéfions (hence came the eaftern phraife, Exod. 
iw. 8. Of she voice of the ign) and ufe and cuftom, as in moft, 
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ing a vifit to his own country, and therefore 


begged he would indulge him in his requeft. 


y repeated folicitations, Pharaoh was at 
length prevailed on to give his affent; upon 
which Hadad repaired to Edom, with a full de. 
fign of ftirring’ up the people’ to a rebellion 
againft Solomon. On his arrival at the place he 
found the garrifons fo ftrong, and the country in 
fuch a pofture of defence, that there was no 
pofibility of fuccefs by a furprize : he therefore 
altered his plan, and went from thence into Syria, 
where he joined intereft with one Rezon, a 
fugitive from his mafter Hadadezer, the king of 
Zoab. This perfon had-gathered together a 
great number of men, over whom he made him- 
felf captain, and, with their affiftance, feizing on 
Damafcus, he there reigned as king of Syria, 
and, in conjunétion with Tadad, greatly dif- 
treffed Solomon in tle declining part of his 
reign, 

But the moft dangerous ehemy Solomon had 
was Jeroboam, the fon of Nabat, a bold and 
enterprizing man, whom the king had made 
overfeer of his buildings, and whom, for his great 
abilities, he had likewife appointed: chief ruler 
of the Houfe of Jofeph ; that is, of the tribes 
of Ephraim and Manaffeh. 

As Jeroboam was one day walking in the 
fields he was met by the prophet Ahijah, who, 
taking hold of his garment, which was new, 
rent it into twelve pieccs§, ten of which he 
bid him take, and then addreffed him as follows : 
‘© Thus faith the Lord, the God of Ifrael: Be- 
« hold, I will rend the kingdom out of the 
«© hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to 
“ thee: but he fhall have one tribe for my fer- 
<< yant David’s fake, and for Jerufalem’s fake, 
«© the city which I have chofen out of all the 
«¢ tribes of Ifrael. Becaufe that they have for- 
«© faken me, and have worfhipped Afktoreth, the 
‘© goddefs of the Zidonians ; Chemofh, the god 
«2 of the Moabites; and Milcom, the god of 
«© the children of Ammon; and have not walked 


| «© in my ways, to do that which is right in mine 


‘e eyes, and to keep my ftatutes and my judg- 
«© ments, as did David his father. Howbeit, I 
«© will not take the whole kingdom out of his 
«© hand: but I will make him prince all. the 
«© days of his life, for David my fervant’s fake, 
«© whom I chofe, becaufe he kept my command- 

s© ments. 
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other affairs of life, improving what had arifen out of necef- 

ceffity into ornament, this praétice fubfifted long after the 
neceflity was over; efpecial'y among the eaftern people, 
whofe natural temperament inc.ined them to a mode of con- 

verfation, which fo well exercifed their vivacity by motion, 

and gratified it by a perpetual reprefentation of material 

images. Of this we have innumerable inftances in feripture, 

as well as in the prefent inftance. By thefe adons the pro- 

phets inftruéted the people in the will of God, and converfed 

with them by figns: and as it likewife appears that the in- 

formation by aciien was, at this time and place, a very fam'-~ 
liar mode of converfation, this will lead us to a reafonable | 
and true defence of the prophetic writings, and enable us to 

clear them from the charge of abfurdity and fanaticifm. The’ 
abfardity of an ation confifts in its being extravagant and 

infignificative ; but ufe and a fixed application, made thofe 
in queflion both jaft and pertinent. ‘The fanaticifm of an 
a@tion confilts in a fondnefs for unufual aétions and foreign. 

modes of fpecch; but thefe in queition were idiomatic and 

familiar. : 
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“ and my ftatutes : ~ But I will rake the 
“ iingdom Bator his fon’s hand, and will give 
« j¢ unto thee, even ten tribes. And unto his 
« fon will give one tribe, that David my fer- 
« yant may have a light always before re in Je- 
« rufalem, the city which I have chofen me fo 
« put my name there. And I will-take thee, 
« and thou fhalr 
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And it fhall be, if thou wile hearken unto all 
that 1 command thee, and wilt walk in my 
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to keep my ftatutes and my commandments, 
as David my fervant did, that I will be with 
« thee, and build thee a fure houfe, as I built 
« for David, and will give Ifrael unto thee. 
« And I will for this affiiét the feed of David, 
« though not for ever.” - : 

Jeroboam was not alittle elated at the words 
of the prophet; and being naturally of a very 
haughty and afpiring temper, every thing that 
contributed to gratify his ambition, made him 
turbulent and reftlefs. The prophetical pre- 
diétion was ftrongly impreffed on his mind; and 
therefore, the firft ftep he took was, to tamper 
with the people he commanded, and’ to inftill 
into their minds the fpirit of difaffection to their 
fovereign. 

The proceedings of Jeroboam were foon made 
known to Solomon, who concerted a plan to 
furprize and difpatch him; but the plot being 
difcovered, he made his efcape and fled to Shi- 
fhak, king of Egypt. Here he continued du- 
ring the remainder of Solomon’s life, who, after 
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reign according to all that thy | 
foul defireth, and fhalt be king over Iftael. 


ways, and do that which is right in my fight, + 


having reigned forty years, died about the 58th ~ 
year of his’ age; and was buried in the City of 
David: : . , 

Solomon was certainly: the wifeft and richeft 
prince that ever exifted. He might, indeed have 
likewile reigned the happieft, had not his inor- 
dinate attachment to women hurried him into 
the commifiion of fuch enormities in the fight 
of God as entailed not only mifery on himfelf, 
but were alfo.the fource of numberlefs misfor- 
tunes that afterwards happened to the people he 
had beer chofen to govern. ° 

The character which the Author of Eccle- 
fiafticus gives of Solomon is exceeding beautiful, 
and pity it is that it fhould be fo ftained by the 
impropriety of his conduét during the latter part 
of his life. ‘ Solomon, fays he, reigned in a 
« peaceable time, and was honoured, for God 
«* made all quiet round about him, that he 
« might build an houfe in his name, and prepare 
«¢ his fanctuary for ever. How wife. waft thou 
« in thy youth, and, as a flood, filled with un- 
« derftanding!. Thy foul covered the whole 
«© earth, and thou filledft it with dark parables. 
« Thy name went far unto the iflands, and for 
«© thy peace thou waft beloved. The countries 
«* marvelled at thee for thy fongs and proverbs, 
“and parables and interpretations. By the 
“name of the Lord, who is called the Lord 
‘© God of Ifrael, thou didft gather gold as tin, 
« and didft multiply filver as lead.—But thou 
« didft bow thy loins to women, &c.” See 
«© Ecelef. xlvii. 13, &c. 
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Rebooam, the fon of Solomon, fucceeds to the government, He refufes the advice of bis fathers coun- 


fellors ; upon which ten of the tribes revolt, and make Feroboam king. eroboam feduces the, peo- 
pie into idolatry. His hand fuddenly withereth, but is reftored at the inftigation of a prophet. The . 
fome prophet, for bis difobedience, is flain by a lion.  Ferobbam's wickedne/s, and the death of his 
_ fon dbijzh. Shifbak, king of Egypt, befieges Ferufalem, and plunders the. temple: Death of Rebo- 
beam. Alijam, the fon of Rehoboam, fJucceeds to the government of Fudah. He obtains a confide- 
. rable viftory over Feroboam, but foon after dies. He is fucceeded by kis fon Afa, a very good 
prince, who, after gaining a vittory over the king of srabia, makes a thorough reformation in 
religion. Death of Afa. Of the different kings who governed the ten tribes during. the reigns of 
Reboboam, Abijam, and Afa. anne rey 


N the death of Solomon, the government 

of the people fell of courfe to his fon 
Rehoboam, who immediately repaired to She- | 
chem, in order to declare himfelf rhe fucceffor 
to the throne, under the fanction of the. unani- 
mous fuffrages of the:people. Jeroboam, atthe 
time of Solomon’s death, was in Egypt, and 
being ftrongly urged, by fome of the grandees, 
to return, he took their advice, and with all pof- 
fible expedition haftened to Shechem. On his! 
arrival he joined many of the printes and lead-_ 
ing people in an application to Rehoboam, whom 
they advifed to adopt a mild government, ob-_ 
ferving that, in fome inftances, Solomon had 
been rather oppreffive ; and that inftead of 
rendering himfelf an object of terror to his fub- 
jects, his fafety and happinefs required him, to 
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regulate his conduét in fuch a manner as to ob- 
tain an acquiefcence to the meafures of his go- 
vernment from an _unfeigned affection to his 
perfon, rather than from a ‘dread of his power. 

_. Rehoboam told them to depart,.and that in 
three days he would give them an anfwer, This 
circumftance occafioned a jealoufy among the 
people, who confidered that an immediate com- 
pliance with fo reafonable a requeft would not 
have been.“refufed by a prince difpofed to pro- 
mote the happinefs of his fubje@ts. They re- 
fteE&ted however, that the fufpenfion did not im- 
ply an abfolute denial, and therefore waited the 
event with favourable expectations. 

Ip -corifequence of this: general application, 
Relioboam fummoned together the counfellors 
and friends of his Jate father, and requefted their 

Bra advice 
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advice in what reply he fhould make to the people. 
They recommended it to him by all means to 
treat them with courtefy and: condefcenfion, af- 
furing him that he would gain much more upon 
them by a popular freedom, than confining him- 
felf to the formalities of majefty and ftate,.there 
being nothing fo likely to fix a tie om the hearts 
of the people, as affability aad condefcenfion 
in the prince. 

Words could not have been formed more to 
the purpofe in general, or more efpecially to 
Rehoboain’s purpofe in particular, having a 
kingdom at view,, than. thefe. But fo infatuated 
was this young prince with the thouglits of his 
new ftation, that, rejecting the wholefome coun- 
fel given him,, he applied to fome perfons of his 
own age and difpofition, refolving to abide by 
their opinions and fentiments||. The anfwer 
they advifed him to give the people was to this 
effet: “ That they fhould feel more weight 
from his little finger than they had done from 
the loins of his father: that if they had been 
opprefied before, the oppreffion fhould be en- 
ereafed ; and that if whips were the inftruments 
of chaftifement made ufe ef by his predeceffor, 
he would himfelf infli& a more painful difcipline 
by chaftifing them with fcorpions.” 

In the utmoft anxiety of hope. and fear, the 
people affembled on the third day; when the 
king delivered his anfwer to them precifely in 
the words which the young men had recom- 
mended. In confequence of this they imme- 
diately threw off their allegiance, and unani- 
moufly cried out, What portion have we ix Da- 
vid? neither have we inheritance in the fon of 
Feffe. To your tents, Q Ifrael: now fee to thine 
cwn Boufe, Navid. 

When Rehoboam underftood this, he fent A- 
doram,. the Colleétor,, to appeafe the people, 
and, probably, to affure them that their taxes 
fhould be abated:. but this pacification came too 
late ; their paffions were raifed to fuch a degnee,, 
that, without permitting Adoram to ufe any ex- 
culpatory arguments, they: immediately fell on 
him, and ftoned him to death. Rehoboam, feeing 
this, thought it high time to confult his own 
fafety, by haftening to his chariot and flying to 
Jerufalem ;. by which means he fecured the two 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, but all the reft of 
the Ifraelites made choice of Jeroboam, decla~ 
ring they would never again acknowledge the 
fovereignty of a defcendant of David. Thus 
was this great kingdom divided into two parts, 





{| It was acumftom among the kings of the eaft to have 
their fons educated among other young lords of the fame 
age; Which, as itcreated a generous {pirit of emulation, 
and both endeared the printe to the nobles, and the ‘nobles 
to the prince, could not but tend greatly to the benefit of 
the public. So that Solomon’s methed and defign in the 
education of his fon was wife, and well concerted, though 
it failed of fuccefe.. Thefe young men-however, were not fo 
young but they might have known better, for Rehoboam'was 
one and forty. years old when he entered Apon the kingdom. 
So that thefe nobles whe were Brought up with him mut 
have been about the fame age ; but they were young in ex- 
perience and wifdom, and therefbre tHey gave the king fueh 
unfeafonable advice.. : 

* This prophet was very well known in the reign of Re- 
hoboam. He is fuppofed to have written the annals of that 
prince ; and of what authority he was in Judah we may ga- 
ther from his having fo eafily prevailed wath the king, and 
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and ever after went under different denemina. 
tions, namely, the kingdom of Judalh,. and the 
kingdom of Ifrael, though the latter iacluded 
the whole before. BS . 

Rehoboam, fired with indignation’ at the. af. 
front put-upon himfelf in the perfon of Ado. 
ram, his collector, refolved to feek revenge on 
the difaffected Mraelites. As foon therefore as 
he had got fafe into Jerufalem, he fummoned a 
full convention of the two tribes that ftoog 
firm to their allegtance, from whom he feleéted 
§80,000 choice troops, propofing to himfelf 
with this body of men, to- marcl: againft the 
other ten tribes, and, by force, reduce them to 
obedience.. But while he was preparing for this 
enterprize, he received a vifit from the prophet 
‘Shemaiah *, who, by the direction of God; ad- 
vifed him to defift from. profécuting his inten. 
tions,. becaufe it was the Divine will and pleafure 
that the divifion of the kingdom fhould come 
to pafs,, that the prediction of the prophet Ahi- 
jai might be.fulfilled. Rehoboam readily took 
the advice of Shemaiah, and immediately dif- 
banded his army; after which he built feveral 
{trong holds in different parts of the country, 
furnifhed them with good garrifons and provi- 
fions, and erected magazines in feveral -cities 
within the environs.of his capital.. 

In the mean time Jeroboam. enlarged -and 
beautified Shechem, built him a palace, and 
made it a royal city. He likewife repaited Pe- 
nuel,. a fortified place on the other fide the river 
Jordan,, where he ikewife built a palace, and to. 
which he frequently reforted in hopes of gaining 
over the affections of the two tribes that were 
attached ta Rehoboam. 

The time was now near at hand for celebra- 
ting the Feaft of Tabernacles, upon which Je- 
noboam. reflected thar if his people fhould re- 
pair to Jerufalem to celebrate that feftival, the 
ceremonies of religion might fo far operate on 
their minds. as to induce them to acknowledge 
allegiance to. his antagonift, whereby both his 
life and. government would be in the moft immi- 
nent danger. In confequence of this reflection, 
he fet up two golden. calves, with altars belonging 
to them, the one in Bethel,, which was the moft 
fouthern, and the other in Dan, which was the 
moft northern part of the country. Having 
done this he fummoned. together the heads of 
the ten tribes under his. command at the two 
different places, and fhewing them the images, 
addreffed them as followst: Jt is too. much fer 
‘soit 





180,060 meny, to.lay down their arms .and return home, 
merely by declaring that the divifion which had happened 
was by the order and. appointment of God. pay 
+ The words Jofephas puts inw Jeroboam’s mouth, on 
this occafion, are to the;following effect: <* It is unnecef- 
*¢ fary, my friends and countrymen, to mention the Omni- 
prefence of the Deity: im whatever place we are, he hears 
and accepts the prayers we offer him. JY therefore con- 
ceive that,. for the exercile of your religion, it will be %- 
tally needlefs,to undeytake a tedious journey to Jerufalen- 
The bujlder of tae temple wa: but a mortad like ourfelves: 
the golden calvés which are placed in the temples.at Beth- 
el and Dan, tive been confecrated as well as the temple 
at Jerufalem. You will be at na lofs for the want either 
of. prs er Levites: let fuch as are inclined so execute 
the facerdotal fun@tion qualify themfelves by facrificing # 
éalf and a ram, ‘hy which ceremony alone Aaron, thef 
- OF the ordér, wes initrared isto the priesthood.” 
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you to go up to Ferufalem: Bebold thy gods, O 
Lfrael, which brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt. — : 


The people in general were by thefe means | 


feduced, from their obedience to the true wor- 
fhip of God, but the regular priefts would not 
give their affent to fuch idolatrics. In confe- 
" quence of this; Jetoboam inhibited them the 
exercife of their own religion, banifhed them his 
kingdom, and ap ointed any, who were fo incli- 
ned, to take the facerdotal office, and officiate in 
their ftead. By thefe means a great acceffion of 
ftrength accrued to-Rehoboam’s party, for the 
priefts that were banithed reforted all to Jerufa- 
lem, and were followed by as many of the other 
tribes as had any regard to the true worlhip of 
God. 

As the Feaft of Tabernacles was held at Jeru- 
falem on the fifteenth day of the feventh month, 
fo Jeroboam appointed a feaft to be held at 
Bethel on the fifteenth day of the eighth month f. 
To give the better countenance to his new-in- 
vented religion, he officiated himfelf, affuming 
the character of high-prieft. He was attended 
by all the new priefts he had appointed, and 
having gone through the different ceremonies 
according to the form of the temple worhhip, 
proceeded at length to that of the facrifice ; but 
jut as he was about to put fire to the offering, 
he was interrupted by a prophet § from Jeru- 
falem. This prophet, having made his way 
through the people up to the altar, loudly ex- 
claimed as follows: O altar, altar, thus faith the 
Lord: “ B hold, a child jhall be born unto the 
houfe of David, Jofiah by name, and upum thee 
foall be offer the priefts of the high places that burn 
incenfe upon thee, and mens bones foall be burned 
upon thee, ‘That no doubt might be entertained 
of the truth of this prediction. the prophet far- 
ther laid, vis is the fign which the Lord bath 
fpoken, Behold, the altar foall be rent, and the afbes 
that are uprn it fhall be poured out. 

This fpeech from the prophet fo incenfed Je- 
roboam, that, ftretching out his hand, he or- 
dered the people who ftood by to feize him; 
but, at that inttant, his hand became fo {tiff and 
benuinbed that he could not pull it back again. 
At the fame time, the altar fplit afunder, and 
the fire and afhes that were on it fell to the 
ground. 

Jeroboam, being convinced that the prophet 
had been actuated by a fpirit of infpiration, faw 
his own impiety, and earneftly requefted him to 
fupplicate the Almighty for the reftoration of 
his withered hand. The prophet readily com- 
plied with this requeft, and Jeroboam, having 








{ It is the opinion of fome that as the Feaft of Taberna- 
cles was appointed by God to be obferved after gathering in 
of the fruits, which might be fooner ripe than in the nor- 
thern parts of the country, fo Jeroboam: might prevend that 
the eighth month would be a better time for it than the fe- 
venth, becaufe then they would be gathered in all parts. 


Others imagine he might have this farther defign in the al. | 


teration of the month, namely, that the people of Judah, 
when their own feaft was over a month before at Jerufalem, 
might, if their curiofity led’ them, have the opportwnity of 
coming to his, But the plain. cafe is, that he did every 
thing he could in oppofition to the eftablifhed religion, and 
+13 chief intent was, to alienate the peoplefrom Rehoboam. 
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recovered the perfect ule of his limb, made 
grateful acknowledgments for the miraculous 
cure he had received, and ftrongly preffed his 
benefactqr to ftay and take fome refrefhment 
with him. But this invitation the prophet des 
clined, faying, If thou wiit give me balf thine 
boufe, [will not goin with thee, neither will 1 eat 
bread, nor drink water in this place. For fo was 
it charged me by the word of the Lord, faying, 
Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn agan by 
the fame way that thou cameft. . This abftinence 
and referve of the prophet induced the king to 
be more attentive to what he had prediéted than 
he otherwife would have been; and his anxiety 
increafed as he continued to reflect on the event. 

It happened at this time that there lived in 
Bethel a very old prophet, who, by the flattering 
events which he pretended would come to pafs, 
had highly ingratiated himfelf in the favour of 
Jeroboam. The old prophet being informed 
by his fons of the miracles which the Man of 
God from Judah had wrought, became fo jealous 
of being fupplanted in his intereft with the king, 
that, notwithftanding he was oppreffed with the 
infirmities of age and ficknefs, he arofe from hig 
bed, and, being mounted on his afs, rode in queft 
of the ftranger, whom he overtook while he was 
refting himfelf under the fhade of an oak tree. 
The ufual falueation being exchanged, the old 
prophet complained of the unkindnefs of the 
ftranger in not having called at his habitation for 
refrefhment, and ftrongly entreated him to res 
turn and eat with him. The young prophet re 
fufed his requeft, giving him the fame reafon for 
it as he had done to Jeroboam. The other 
made anfwer, that the prohibition did not extend 
to him, for that he was himfelf aprophec, and fent 
by the exprefs direction of God to give him an 
invitation to dinner. Not fufpecting any treas 
chery, the young prophet was prevailed on to 
return; and while they were feated ar table, and 
engaged in the freedom of converfation, a vifion 
fuddenly appeared, when a voice, addreffed ta 
the young prophet, fpoke as follows: Thus faith 
the Lord; ferafmuch as thou baft difobeyed rhe 
mouth of the Lord, and baft not kept the command- 
ment which the Lord thy God commanded thee, but 
cameft back, and haft eaten bread, and drank water 
in the place of the which the Lord did fay to thee, 
Eat no bread, and drink no water ; thy carcafe foalt 
not come unto the fepulchre of thy fathers. 

It was not long before this dreadful fentence 
was put in execution. As the young prophet 
was on his way to Jerufalem, he was fudden! 
attacked by a lion who inftantly difpatched him; 
but, when he had fo done, he neither tore his 
body, 





§ Commentators are not agreed who this prophet was, 
neither is there any foundation for fo much as a conjecture; 
the prophecy, however, is one of the moit remarkable in f{2- 

writ. It foretels an aétion that.exaétly came to pafs 
above three hundred and forty years afterwards, It defcribes 
the circumflances of the ation ; and {pecifies the very name of 
the peice who was to do it; and therefore every Jew who 
lived in the time of its accomplifhment muft have io cons 
vinced of the Divine authority of a religion, founded upon 
fuch prophecies as this; fince none but God could forefee, 
and confequently none but God could foretel, events at 
fuch a diftance. i 
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body, nor did the leaft injury to the afs on which 


he rode. | When the old prophet underftood 
what had happened he immediately went to the 
‘ fpot, and laying the body on his afs, took it to 
Bethel, and there buried it in his own fepulchre. 
Having done this, he gave a ftri&t charge to his 
family, that whenever he died they fhould lay 
nis body as near that of this prophet’s as pof- 
fible ; faying, he was. confident that what he had 
foretold concerning the altar of Bethel, and 
that form of idolatry which Jeroboam had fet 
up, would moft certainly come to pafs. 

A fhort time after this it happened that Abi- 
jah, the fon of Jeroboam, a young prince of 
very promifing hopes, fell fick; upon which Je- 
roboam ordered his wife} to drefs herfelf as a 
perfon in a private ftation, and go to the pro- 
phet Ahijah at Shiloh, (who had formerly pre- 
diéted that he fhould himfelf obtain the royal 
dignity) and enquire of him the fate of the 
child. The prophet was at this time blind, and 
therefore Jeroboam thought it would be no 
dificult matter to impofe on him, and that he 
would imagine the queen: to be no other than a 
¢ommon woman. 

In conformity to Jeroboam’s orders, his wife, 
having difgnifed herfelf ina proper manner, fet 
out on her journey to Shiloh, in order to make 
enquiry of the prophet concerning the fate of 
their ‘darling fon. Before fhe arrived at the 
place Ahijah was addreffed by a voice from hea- 
ven, informing him that the woman was coming. 
to his houfe, and on what occafion: what quet(- 
tions fhe would put to him, and what anfwers he 
fhould return. Accordingly, when the queen 
came to the door of Ahijah’s houfe, he faid to 
her, Come in thou wife of Feroboam: why feignep 
thou thyfelf to be another? for I am fent to thee 
with heavy tidings. We then bid her return im- 
mediately home, and deliver to her hufband a 
meflage he had received from God, the fubftance 
of which was to this effect, Thus faith the 
Lord God ef Ifrael: * As I deprived the houfe 
“of David of the regal authority, and from a 
«© mean ftation in life exalted thee to the dignity 
“© of athrone ; and as thou haft, with the great- 
«< eft ingratitude, deferted me, and impioufly put 
“up gods of thy own invention, made by the 
« hands of men, and preferred them before the 
«© Creator of the univerfe, I will therefore ex- 
“ tirpate thee and thy houfe from the face of 
«s the earth, and give the carcaffes of thy peo- 
«© ple to be eaten’ by dogs and the birds 
<¢ of the air. Another king fhall be in thy 
#© {tead, who fhall not fuffer one man of thy 





{| The moft probable reafon why Jeroboam chofe to fend 
his wife on this errand is, becaufe it was a feerct not to be 
intrufted ta any one clfe: a fecret, which, had it been di- 
vulged, might have endangered his whole government ; be- 
caule, if once his fubjects came to underltand ‘that he him: 
felf had no confidence in the calves which he had fet up, 
but, in any matter of importance, had recourfe to rruc wor- 
fhippers of God, it is not to be imagined what an induce- 


ment this would have been forthem to have forfaken thofe. 


fenfelefs idols, and to have returned to the worthip of the 
God of Hrael, whom they had imprudently forfaken. The 
queen,- therefore, was the only perfon in whom he could place 
confidence on this occafion. -As a-mother, he knew that fhe 
would be diligent in her enquiry, and, as a wife, faithful in 
her report. He might have feveral reafons for ordering her 
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* family to remain alive, nor fhatl the people 
« shemfelves aveid punifhment, for they fhall be 
© driven out of the land they inhabit, and be 
‘¢ fcattered beyond the Euphrates, for imitatin 
‘ thy wickednefs, and worfhipping thy god 
“ in contempt of me, and what I have com. 
s* manded.” 

The prophet haying given the queen this mef- 
fage to deliver to her hufband from God, bid 
her haften home, and inform him of it. as foon 
as poffible. He hikewife told -her, with refpect 
to the child,.that it fhould expire the very inftang 
fhe entered. the city. 

With this dolefuk meffage, aad melancholy 
tidings, the queen: left Ahijah, and ne fooner 
did fhe arrive at her heme than fhe found the 
prophet’s prediction ftriétly verified, for the 
child a very fhort time before, had given-up the 
ghoft. After her firft grief had @ listle fubfidec 
fhe delivered the meffage to her hufband as de- 
livered to her by the prophet, and related every 
particular that had paffed between tien. 

But all thefe judgments, and ntiraculous 
events, wrought no reformation in the wicked 
Jeroboam. He continued to ereét altars'in high 
places, and to ordain priefts from the loweft 
claffes of the people; and inftead of endea- 
vouring to deprecate the judgment threatened, 
ufed every means he could to promote and efta-. 
blith idolatry. | , 

Nor was his rival Rehoboam, king of Ju- 
dah, much better. For three years, indeed, he 
kept up the true worfhip of God at Jerufalem, 
but it was more from a principle of ftate policy, 
than of true religion. When the time of Jero- 


' boam’s fubjeéts coming over to him on that ac- 


count was at an end, he threw off the mafk, and 
difcovered his inclinations towards idolatsy ; 
and, as his example was followed by his. fubjects, 
they foon farfook the worfhip of the true God, 
and carried their idolatrous practices to the moft 
extravagant height. They not only éwilt them 
high places, end images, and groves, on every high 
bill, but, to add to their grofs impiety, introduced 
every deteftable act of wickednefs for . which 
the antient Canaanites had been fo jultly ex- 
pelled. 

As a punifhment for this defeétion, the Al- 
mighty was pleafed, in the fifth year of Reho- 
boam’s reign, to fend againft him and his people 
Shifhak, king of Egypt. This prince invaded 
his dominions with a very numerous. army, and 
having ravaged the country, taken moft of the 
fortified places, and entered Jerufalem without 
oppolition, ranfacked the temple and Bene of 

: their 





to difguife herfelf. Though Shiloh lay. within the confines 
of Ephraim, yet there is great reafon to believe that it was 
fubjeét to the houfe of David, and belonged to the houfe of 
Judah: and therefore Jeroboam thought it not fafe to venture 
his queen ina place under hisYival’s government, without put- 
ting ler in fome difguife. He knew. Tikewife that the pro- 
phet Ahijah was greatly offended at him for the idolatry he 
had introduced, and-therefore thought (as juftty he might) 
that if the'prophet knéw her tobe his wife, ‘he would either 
not tell her any thing, or make things much worfe than 
they were. The way, therefore, to come at the truth was, 
as he thought, to do what he did: but herein appears his 
infatuation; that he thould mot think the perfon whom he 
deemed capable of refolving him in the fate of his fon, able 
to fee through this guile and difguife. “ 
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their rich furniture ‘and, moveables ; took away 
all the meney that was found in the king’s trea- 
‘fury, as-alfo. the treafure.of the fanctuary, and, 
at the fame time, carried off: the: golden thields 
‘that had been made by: Solomon : inftead of 
‘which, by this depredation, Rehoboam was re- 
duced fo low as to be obliged to make brazen 
ones for the ufe and ornaments of his guards. 
After this tranfaction we have little or nothing 
more -recorded. of Rehoboam, only that he 
‘reigned twelve years longer over Judah; that 


he had eighteen wives, and threefcore concu-- 


bines, by whom he had_ tweenty-eight.fons and 
threefcore daughters: that he appointed Abi- 
jam (who was his eldeft fon by his favourite wife 
Maachah) to fucceed him on the throne : and 
‘that, after a continued conteft with his rival Je- 
roboam, he died in the 58th year of his age, in 
the feventeenth of his reign, and was buried in 
the City of David. 
Abijam fucceeded his father in the kingdom 
of Judah in the eighteenth year of the reign of 
Jeroboam, king of Ifrael. - Though young, he 
‘was aprince of a very martial fpirit, and there- 
fore refolved, if poffible, to put an end to the 
difpute that had fo long fubfifted between the 
two kingdoms of Judah and Ifrael. For this 
purpofe he raifed an army_of 400,090 men, and 
marched againft Jeroboam, whofe forces were 
double that number. As foon as the two armies 
were drawn up in order of battle, Abijam, pla- 
cing himfelf on an eminence, in the hearing of 
the Ifraelitifh army, addreffed them in a long 
fpeech *, in which he pointed out the injutftice 
of their caufé in revolting from his father Re- 
hoboam ; the right he claimed on his fide, fince 
‘Gcd had given the whole kingdom to David, 
and his pofterity ;. and the reafonable expec- 
tation he bad of the Divine affiftance in what he 
was going about, fince the religion of Jeroboain 
was falfe and idolatrous; whereas he, and the men 
of Judah, had the pure worfhip of the living 





* ‘The fpeech Jofephus puts into Abijam’s mouth, on this 
occafion, is to the following effect: ‘* It is impoffible, faid 
“* he, you can have forgot that God has promifed that 
** David and his polterity fhall, rule this kingdom. 1 
‘« am therefore furprized to find my father forfaken, and his 
“ fubjc& Jeroboam put in his ftead, as well as to fee that 
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has eftablifhed ; and that you cannot be fatisfied without 
driving the legal poffeffor from what {mall portion is {till 
remaining under his jurifdiction; for Jeroboam has al- 
ready ufurped authority over the greateft part of the king- 
dom. ‘The Almighty, however, will not fuffer him long 
to poffefs what he has fo wickedly obtained, but will fe- 
verely punifh him for his crimes, and caufe thofe rapa- 
cious and. oppreffive meafures to ceafc, which, inftead of 
endeavouring to terminate, he employs his conitant atten- 
son to aggravate. What caufe can be affigned for this 
falling of ? You never received any injurious treat- 
ment from my father: once, indeed, incited by: evil 
ceuntel (of which Jeroboum. was the principle caufe) he 
unhappily made ufe of an improper expreffion, on which 
every one of you departed in a rage, not only relinquifhing 
allegiance to your fovereign, but your duty to God. You 
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Judged more favourably of that weaknefs which is inci- 
ae: t to all mankind ; you fhould alfo have reflected on 
m_ father’s youth, and that he did not affect to be en- 
dowed with any excellent gift of fpeech; you should have 
tcntidered. him alfo ag the fon of Solomon,: from whom 
“ you had received fuch fignal obligations. I fhould have 
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you have taken up arms againft a government which God | 


cught to have proceeded with deliberation, and have’ 


_ yet the character which the facred hiftoriaa gives 


God, his temple, and his ordinances, among 
them. ee oa 

.So far was. Jeroboam from being folicitous to 
make any reply in anfwer to Abijam’s expofta- 
lation, that, even before he had done fpeaking, 
he ordered a detachment to march round, and 
intercept his retreat, The troops of Abijam 
were greatly alarmed at this proceeding; but 
their leader encouraged them to preferve their 
fortitude, exhortirig them to depend on the pro- 
tection. of thé Almighty, who would -render 
abortive the moft-confummate treachery, levelled 
again{t the righteous caufe which they ‘were en- 
gaged to fupport. This revived their courage, 
and they addreffed themfelves in prayer to God 
for fuccefs, till the fignal was given for begin 
ning the battle, when, with loud fhouts, they. at- 
tacked the enemy with fuch vigour, that they 
were foon defeated, and no lefs than 500,000 
men were fain in the action. 

Abijam improved this vitory by purfuing 
Jeroboam, and taking from him fo many ftron 
cities (among which .was Bethel, where he 
lately fet up one of the golden calves) that he 
was never after able to.make head againft his 
adverfary, who, by this, and fome other fuccefs- 
ful atchievements, grew great and powerful. 

Had Abijam lived long, he might, probably, 
have reduced the Ifraelites to a total fubjection ; 
but his government was very fhore, for, after 
reigning not quite three years, he paid the debt 
of nature, and was buried among his anceftors 
in the City of David f. 

Abijam was fucceeded by his fon Afa, who 
came to the throne in the twentieth year of the 
reign of Jeroboam, king of Hrael. This prince 
was of a very different temper to that of his 
father. As he enjoyed the felicity of a fettled 
peace for the ten firft years: of his reign, he 
wifely made ufe of his time in removing the 
abominable vices which had been introduced 
among the people. He broke down their idols, 

_and 





‘* fuppofed that. all thefe confiderations might have induced 
*€ you to excufe an hafty expreffion ; and, on the father’s 
‘© account, it would have been no more than an a&t of juftice, 
to have made fome allowance for the fon. But it is evi- 
‘* dent you never confidered thefe things, nor is it probable 
you will, if Imay form my judgmegt from the forces 
** now before us. In what is your ultimate refource fixed ? 
‘© It cannot furely be in your golden figures of calves, your 
“* altars and high places! You confide in your evil deeds, 
** and not in your religious praétices, You aét in oppofition 
** to every law both Divine and human: againit both of thefe 

you militate in taking up arms againft us, who have 
‘* always worlhipped the true God, notan idol carved from 
‘* fone or wood, and impofed upon a weak and filly mul- 
‘* titude, by the impiety of their prince, but God the Cre+ 
“* ator of heaven and earth, who is the primary and ultimate 
‘* caufe of all things. Repent, therefore, of the wicked« 
** nefs you have committed, and follow better courfes here~ 
*¢ afters or, if you-are determined to contend, fet'it be for 
‘* the protection of thofe laws from which you derive your 
‘© prefent greatnefs and felicity.” 

t_ The reafon fome affign for God’s fhortening the days of 
Abijam is, his not having deftroyed idolatry, when, b 
taking .of Bethel, he had it in his pawer. ind, in 
however he might plead hig poffeffion of the temple and, 
priefthood, to make his argument good againft jorohoam, 

im is far 
from being refpeétful: He walked fays he, iz alf ihe fias of 


‘bis father 5 nor wat his beare perfed with the Lord bis Ged, 


as the heart of his great grandfather David. 
: mm : 
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and demolifhed ‘their altars in alt the cities of | | “ calamities; you: cities wilb Be raved; avid yg, 
Judah; but he had not yet power and authority |! “ people ditperfed throughout the. earth, whi. 
fufficteat t6 deftroy thé high places. The veffels {}.* our having any fixed: ‘plasé of refidertud, 
of :filver ahd gold, which both he and his father | “ Exercife yourfelves, therefore, i at‘of! i : 
had confécrated to the fervice of the temple, he. || “ before it is too late, and: ananim fly oO 
prefented to dhe priefts ; and, by all-the enforce- || “ up’your thanks «o God for the Happinels yaa 
mefits of regal authority, compelied his fubjects || “ at prefent enjoy.’” - 
to pay a proper attention both to their civil and In confequence: of this-addrefs from the pro- 
religious duties. pher, Afa had no fooner got t Jerufalem, than 
During this time of peace he fortified feveral || he fer about meafures for ve wort 






















cities on: the frontier parts of his kingdom. He || latry, and reoovering the true worfhip‘of Goi 
likewife trained up the greater part of his fub- || among his people. He deftroyed alf che'idots 
jetts in the art of war; infomuch that, in a fhort |} that were to be found, not only in Judah ang 
‘time, he had an army of 300,000 men of Judah || Benjamin, but in all the countries he had ¢on- 
armed ‘with fhields and fpikes, and 280,000 men quered likewife. He repaired the altat of burnt. 
ef Benjamin armed with fhields.and arrows, all |} offerings, and fummoned not only natives, bur 
ef whom were men of true courage, and firmly |] ftrangers alfo, to the worfhip of the trué God 
refalved to.hazard their lives in defence of their |] On a feftival which he had appointed, he ae 
country. oe dered feven hundred exen,:- and -feven thoufna - 
Towards the latter end of the tenth year of || fheep (part of the fpoil which he Rad taken 
Afa’s governinent, Zerah, king of Ethiopia, in- || from the Ethiopians) to be facriticed ; ard at the 
vaded Judea with an army confifting of ten || fame time engaged im a covenant with his fub- 
hundred thoufand foot, and three hundred cha- || jects ee was confirmed by oath) that who-- 
riots. On his arrival at a place called Marefhah, || ever forfook the true worfhip of God Mould, : 
Afa marched with his army againft him, and |} according to the law ef Mofes, be put tb 
encamped in the valley of Zephathah, at a fmalk |] death. : : 
diftahce from the enemy. When Afa beheld Maachah, the grand-mother of Afa, had beena 
the formidable power of Zerah, he invoked the || patronefs of idolatry; and therefore, to. fhew his 
aid of the Almighty, declaring that he had taken impartiality, he removed her from court, and 
up arms only through the confidence he repofed || prohibited her from coming near the queen for ° 
in him, and that his affiftance would more than || fear of infecting her; and underftanding the 
compenfate for the inferiority of numbers, and || had fet up an idol, he caufed that, as well as the 
every other difadvantage. Lord, laid he, it is || grove in which it was placed, to be burnt, and 
nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or the afhes thrown into the brook Kidron. 
with them that bave no power: help us, O Lord At this time Baafha was king of Ifrael, and 
eur God; for we reft on thee, and in thy name we \| the great fame of Afa in bringing about 4 re- 
go agate Lkis nubtitude. O Lord, thou art our formation in religion, together with the bleftings 
God : let no man prevai! againft thee. ; wherewith God had hitherto diftinguified fils 
Thefe humble folicitations were not in vain, || reign, being made known to the fubjeéts of Ba- 
for as foon as the battle began, God ftruck the |} afha, they threw off their idolatry, and came over 
Ethiopians with fuch a fenfe of fear that they || in great numbers to Jerufalem. As foon as 
‘ jnomediately.gave way, advantage of which be- Baafha-perceived this he refolved, if pofitble, to 
ing. taken by the army of Afa, prodigious num- }} put a ftop to it; to do which he fortified Ra- 
bers of the enemy were killed on the fpot, and |} mah, a town belonging to the tribe of Benjamia, 
the ref€ Hed with the utmoft precipitation. Afa |) and which was fo conveniently fituated, that, by 
and-his army: clofely purfued them, killed many keeping a garrifon there, he could prevent all 
in the flight, took the {poil of their camp, carried people from pafling to and fro without leave, 
away their cattle, fimote the cities that were in |} and thereby cut off all communication between 
league with them, and then returned in triumph || his people and thofe of Judah. a 
to Jerufalem. : When Aifa underftood the meafures taken by 
When Afa had got within a finall diftance of || Baafha, he confidered it as prelude only to far- 
the city, he was met by Azariah the prophet, || ther innovations, and therefore refolved to ftop 
who, having commanded him to halt, addreffed || his progrefs before it was too late, To effect 
him in words to this effect: , It hath, faid he, || this he took all the filver and gold that was in 
*« pleated the Almighty, on account of your || the temple f, as well as what was found in his 
«virtues, to give you this fignal victory, and |} own exchequer, and fent it as a prefent to Ben- 
i if you proceed in a fimilar difcharge of your || hadad,. king of Syria, requefting his affiftance 
« duty in future, you may be affured that fuc- || againft Baafha. So confiderable a bribe could 
not well fail of having its withed-for effect ; and 


- ¢ cefg will attend all your undertakings: but if 
* otherwife, you will fuffer the moft dreadful || therefore Benhadad fet about the meafures for 
which 
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prince to come to his affiftance, and break his league to ano- 
ther to whom he flood engaged: fo that here were threé 
offences in this one act of Ala. 1. He alienated :hings con- 
fecrated to God without neceflity. 2. He did this out of a 
carnal fear, and a diitruft of that God, whofe power am 

goodnefs he had lately experienced : and 3. He did it with 
an ill intent to hire Benhadad, in breach of his league and 
covenant with Baafha. ~ . 


t In cafes of extreme danger, it was always held lawful to 
employ facred things in the fervice of one’s country; but 
there was nc fach necefity in this cafe. God hid appeared won- 
derfully in Afa’s defence againft an enemy mach more power- 
fol than Baafha was; nay, he had promiied him his pro 
tection at all times, and fuccess in all his undertakings, if he 
would but adhere to his fervice ; and yet, forgetting all this, 
he ftrips.the temple of its treafure, and bribes an heathen 
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which it was offered. He immediately attacked Baafha was fucceeded on the throne of Ffrael 
feveral cities belonging to the Ifraelties with |} by his fon Elah; who was as vicious and de- 
fuch faccefs, that Baatha was forced to baudhed a prince as his father. Burt his reigrr 
his defign of fortifying his frontier towns to- || was very fhort; for, in the fecond year; while he 
wards Judah, in order to defend the other parts |{ was carouling in his fteward’s houfe, he was af- 
of his kingdom that were thus furioufly invaded.»|| faffinated by Zimri, a confiderable officer of the 
Afa availed himfelf of this opportunity, by de- |] horfe, who, to fecure the kingdom to himfelf, 
molifhing the works raifed by Baafha at Ramah, || immediately cut off: all Baaflia’s triends and re, 
with the materials of which he built Geba and jj lations, by which was fulfilled the prediction of 
Mizpah. Bic proce Jehu: a 
The conduct of Afa in applying to Benhadad imri, though he had poffeffed himfelf of 
for affiftance, on this occafion, was certainty very || the throne, was far from being fectre on it.. He 
jnexcufable. It evidently implied 2 diftruft of {| had net, as Baafha did, gained the army (which 
God’s power or goodnefs to help him, and there- [{ wasthen befieging Gibbethon, a city in the tiands 
fore the prophet Hanani was fent to reprove him {{ of the Philiftines) over to his intereft; fo shat, 
for it. But, inftead of receiving his reproofs |} when they heard of Elah’s death; they declared 
with temper and thankfulnefs, he was fo exafpe- }} for Omri their general. In confequerice of this 
rated, that he put. the prophet in chains, and |} he immediately raifed. the fieyes and marching 
ave orders for the execution of feveral of his |} to Tirzar (the then royal city ef the Ifraelites) 
Fibjedts. foon made himfelf mafter of it: This fo alarmed 
Afa, towards the clofe of his life, grew very || Zimri, that, feeing al} loit, and defpairing of any 
peevith and paffionate, and was uneafy with all || quarter from the enemy, he retired into one of 
abouthim. This change of temper was greatly |] the apartments of the palace, to which he fet 
enhanced by his being violently affli€ted with a |] fire, and the whole building was confumed, him+ 
diforder in his feet (probably what we call the || felf petifhing in the Aames, after 4 reign. of only 
gout) which, at length, rifing upwards, put a || feven days. 
period to his life in the 4rft year of his reign. Every thing was how in a moft embarraffed 
Inftead of being buried, as the manner of the || ftate, and the nation formed itfelf into two par- 
Jews was, his body was burnt with great quan- || ties: one faction tupported the intereft of Omri, 
tities of perfumes and fpices, after which his {| and the other deelared for Tibni, the fon of Gi- 
bones and afhes were collected together, and |] nath. This occafioned a civil war for four years, 
buried in a fepulchre which he had provided for |} when Omri, having flain his rival, enjoyed Phe 
himfelf in the City of David. | throne without farther interruption. But’ his 
Afa was fucceeded in the government of Ju- || reign muit be acknowledged to have been very 
dah by his fon Jehofhaphat ; but before we pro- {| wicked, when we find it recorded of him, that 
ceed to recount the tranfactions of his reign, we || he not only walked in the ways of Jeroboain, 
mult take fome notice of the occurrences and || but did worfe than all before him. We very pro- 
revolutions that took place among the kings of {| bably introduced other and more abominable 
Ifrael, idolatries than had been practifed by his prede- 
In the firft or fecond year of Afa’s reign died || ceffors, which are therefore called by the prophet 
Jeroboam, of fome acute diftemper,- which the || Micah (chap. vi. ver. 16.) she works of the 
Scripture does not fpecify. His reign was fa- || Howe of db. b. He compelled the people to 
mous (or rather infamous) for the revolt of the || worfhip the golden calves, and, by fevere laws 
ten tribes, the public inftitution of idolatry, and {| (which, in confequence thereof were called thé 
the terrible defeat which Abijam gave him, and |} Statutes of Qimri) reftrained them from goin, 
which he himfelf appears not long to have fur- || to Jerufalem, and worfhipping the true God. 
vived. During his reign he bought of one Shemer a 
Jeroboam was fucceeded by his fon Nadab |} piece of rifing ground, whereon he built a palace 
who imitated his father in all his wickednefs;.]} tor his own habitation, which, in a fhort time; 
but his reign was not long. In lefs than two |] increafing to a city, was, from the firft owner of 
years he was treacheroufly killed by Baafha, his |] the place, called in Hebrew Shomeron (but, 
captain-general, who ufurped the crown, and, to |} according to the Greexs, and our tranflation, 
maintain himfelf in that ufurpation, put every |} Samaria) and was ever after made the place of 
one that was related to his predeceffor, to death. |} the king’s refidence, and the metropolis of the 
This was certainly a very wicked and barbarous |} Ifraelitifh kingdom. 
act, though it produced the accomplifhment of Omri paid the debe of nature about three 
the prophecy which Ahijah had denounced {} years before Afa king of Judah. He was fuc- 
againit the houfe of Jeroboam. ceeded by his fon Ahab, who, in wickednefs, 
He reigned twenty-four years, during which |} furpaffed all his predeceffors. But of this prince 
he was guilty of the greateft tyranny and op- {| we fhall treat at large in our next chapter, and 
preffion, and paid fo little attention to his re- || conclude this with the following obfervation : 
ligious duties, as even to turn them into ridi- || That though, while Afa reigned in Judah, Hrael 
cule. For this difobedience Jehu. the prophet {| was in the hands of feven or eight different 
was fent, by the command of God, to tell him |} princes, viz. Jeroboam, Nadab, Baafha, Elah, 
that both he and his whole race fhould be ex- |} Zimri, Tibni, Omri, and Ahab; yet fuch was 
trpated, in the fame manner as had been the |} their hardnefs in, fin and idolatry, that, in all 
family of Jeroboam. But thefe threats availed || thefe changes, not one of them ever thought of 
little; he ftill followed his iniquitous courfes, || returning to the houfe ef David, or paying any 
and continued fo to do till the time of his death, }] attention to the worfhip of the true God at Je- 
which happened in the twenty-fixth year of the }} rufalem. On ak 
teign of Ada, king of. Judah. 
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CH A PP. IIL 
Febofoaphat fucceeds to the government of Fudab, and endeavours to extirpate idolatry. The wicked 
reign of Abab; king of Ifrael. The prophet Elijah foretels a famine, which accordingly comes to 
pafs. Ihe manner of bis living in exile, and, bis. interview with Abab. His conteft with the 
priefs of Baal, whom be orders to be put to death. He flies on account of the.threats of Queen 
Sfezebel, and appoints Elifha to the prophetic office in bis filead. Abab defeats Benhadad. twice, 
and at length makes a difbonourable peace with him. Queen Fexebel procures the murder of Na- 
both, a citizen of Sexreel, for which God threatens Ahab and bis pofterity. Febsfoapbat, king of 


Sfudah, affifis Abab in the fieze of Ramoth-Gilead, where Abab ts flain by an arrow. 
Fle is fucceeded by bis fon Feboram, who turns out 


phat’s wife government, profperity and death. 


Sebopoa- 


a bloody prince, lives deteftably, and dies unlamented. The wicked and inglorious reign of Aba- 


ziab king of Ifrael. 


Elifoa, who fucceeds kim in the prophetic office. 


the Baptift, and Our Bleffed Redeemer. 


N the death of Afa, his fon Jehofhaphat, 

who was then in the thirty-fifth year of 
his age, fucceeded to the government of Ju- 
dah. He wasa prince poffeffed of moft excel- 
fent morals, and in all acts of piety, as well as 
the reformation of religion, imitated, if not 
excelled, the former part of his father’s reign. 
The firlt thing he did after his acceffion was, to 
extend his territories, and to eftablifh garrifons 
in the feveral cities within his dominions, as well 
ag in thofe which had been obtained from Je- 
roboam by his grandfather Abijam. To exprefs 
his zeal for the fervice of God, he deftroyed all 
thofe idolatrous high places, and groves, which 
had been made in the reign of his father, and 
were left after his deceafe. That the people 
might be properly acquainted with the nature 
and force of the laws, (of which they had for 
fame time been ignorant) he fent itinerant priefts 
and Levites with letters to the princes of all the 
principal cities throughout his dominions, as 
alfo the heads of each family, requefting that 
they would receive them kindly, an® afift them 
in expounding the law, and inftructing his fub- 
jects, as well in the knowledge of their civil as 
religious duties. 

Such judicious proceedings as thefe, in the 
infancy of his government, could not fail of 
gaining over the hearts of the people in general, 
who, to fupport the dignity of their fovereign, 
brought him prefents from all quarters. ‘This 
{truck fuch aterror into his enemies, that inftead 
of entertaining any thoughts of invading his 
dominions, they quietly fubmitted to his go- 
vernment. Even the Philiftines came volunta- 
rily and paid him a tribute which had been fuf- 
pended for fome years, and the Arabians (whofe 
riches confifted in cattle) fent him annually feven 
thoufand feven hundred rams, and an equal 
number of he-goats, as an acknowledgment of 
their homage. ; 





§ The fentence we fee here fulfilled was pronounced about 
four hundred and forty years before, and is a moft ftriking 
proof of the Divine Prefcience, as well as of the authority 
pf thofe facred writings which contain fo remarkable a pre- 


di@ion. Hie] was probably a profeffed idolater ; and there- 


‘of Hrael. 


The prophet Elijah is tranflated into heaven, in the prefence of bis fervant 


Comparifon between the prophet Elijah, Fobn 


Jehofhaphat, to fecure himfelf in this tranquil 
ftate, took particular care to make himfelf ftrong 
in arms, as well asin wealth. He had an army 
of above eleven hundred thoufand men, befides 
thofe who were in garrifons, and fuch fortified 
places as he had fupplied with abundance of all 
kinds of military ftores. In fhort, he was rich 
and happy, great and honourable ; beloved by 
his fubjects, and revered by his enemies. 

But, notwithftanding all this prudence, Jeho- © 
fhaphat was guilty of an indifcretion of a ma- 
terial nature, namely, marrying his fon .Jcho- 
ram to Athaliah, daughter.to Ahab, king of I{- 
rael, which both difpleafed God, and invoived 
him and his family in various embarrafiments. 

Ahab, king cf Ifrazl, who fucceeded his father 
Omri, was one of the moft wicked princes, and 
abomidable idolaters, that ever fat on the throne 
He not only continued the worfhip 
of the calves, which Jeroboam had fet up, but, 
having married Jezebel, the daughter of Eth- 
baal, king or Tyre, to indulge her he introduced 
that mode of idolatry paid to the idol Baal, 
built a temple in Samaria, erected an altar, and 
made a grove, in which were daily committed 
the moft horrid impurities. : 

As an inftance of the daring impiety of the 
Ifraclites, while under the government of this 
wicked king, one Hiel, who lived at Bethel, the 
famous feat of all idolatry, ventured to rebuild 
Jericho, in defiance of the curfe which Jofhua 
had denounced againft any man that fhould at- 
tempt it. But the prefumptuous wretch found, 
to his coft, that Jofhua’s prediction was verified 
in him, when he faw his eldeft fon die as foon as 
he had begun the work, the reft of his children 
drop off as he continued it, and, laft of all, his 
youngeft fon taken away when the whole was 
cormpleated §. : 

In order to make the abandoned Ifraclites fen- 
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fore, either at the inftigation of the court might undertake 


_the rebuilding of Jericho, or in defiance of God, and to let 


the world fee that what was denounced in his name was not 
of the lealt fignificancy ; but the event proved the contrary, 
and he met with that puviilment duc to his prefumption. 
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. f the preat enormiti¢s they daily com- 
Pe and how highly offenfive their proceed- 
ings were to the Divine Majefty, God was pleafed 
to fend a mefflage to Ahab by the prophet E- 
lijah |, the purport of which was that him 
and his people fhould be afflicted with a grie- 
vous famine (occafioned by the want of rain) 
which fhould laft for three fucceffive years. 

After Elijah had delivered this meffage to A- 
hab, and the Divine threat began to take place, 
he retired, by the direction of God, to the brook 
Cherith *, where he concealed himfelf for fome 
time, during which he was miraculoufly fupplied 
with food by ravens, which brought him bread 
and flefh twice every day, and his drink was the 
water of the brook, near which he had taken ap 
his refidence. At length the water of the broo 
began to fail, upon which God was pleafed to 
provide for his faithful fervanc Elijah, by di- 
recting him to leave that place, and go to Za- 
rephath ¢, where he had appointed a widow wo- 
man to receive and furnifh him with every ne- 
ceffary refrefhment. bs 

In obedience to the Divine commands, Elijah 
fet out on his journey for Zarephath, whither the 
famine had not only fpread itfelf; but likewife 
over the whole country of Sidon, as well as the 
land of Ifrael. When the prophet came near the 
town he met the widow, towhomi he was directed, 
gathering fticks; upon which he immediately 
called to her, defiring that fhe would fetch him 
a little water that he might quench his thirft. As 
the woman was going for the water, Elijah re- 
quefted that fhe would alfo bring with her a 
morfel of bread. She told him that a handful 
of meal and a little oil was all fhe had to keep 
herfelf and fon from ftarving, and that fhe was 
gathering fticks to bake it into a cake. ds the 
Lord thy God liveth, faid fhe, I have not a cake, 
dut a handful of meal ina barrel, and a little oil 
in acrufe: and bebold I am gathering two flicks, 
that I may goin, and drefs it for me and my fon, 
that we may eat it, and die, But the prophet 
encouraged her to do as he requetted, affuring 
her that neither her meal or oil fhould fail 
during the time of the famine. She accordingly 
obeyed the prophet, whofe words proved ftri¢tly 
true ; for though fhe and her fon, together with 





i| The prophet Elijah, who, inthe New Teftament, is 
commonly called Elias, was a native of Thezbeh, a townon 
the other fide of the Jordan, in the tribe of Gad, and in the 
Jand of Gilead. ‘The fcriptures do not make any mention 
either of the quality of his parents, the manner of his edu- 
Cation, or his call to the prophetic office. However, he was 
certainly one of the chief, if not the prince of the prophets 
of his age; aman of agreatand elevated mind, of a gene- 
rous and undaunted fpirit, a zealous defender of the laws of 
God, and a juit avenger of the violations of his honour. 

* Itis generally agreed that this brook was very near to, 
and on the weit fide of, the river Jordan. . 

+ Zarephath, or, as it is called in the New Teftament, 
Sareptu, was a town that lay between Tyre and Sidon, but 
neareit the Iatcer. Mr. Maundrell obferves, that it is the 
fame which is now called Sarphan, about three hours travel 
from Sidon, in the way to Tyre. It confifts at prefent only 
of a few honfes on.the tops of the mountains ; but there is 
teafon to believe that the principal part of the city ftood in 
the plain below, becaufe there.are ftill ruins to be feen there 
of very confiderable extent. 

1 The woman certainly had fafficient reafon to believe 
that Elijah was a prophet, or perfon fent from God, when 
the faw the miraculous increafe of the meal and oi). How- 

ze 
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Elijah, conftantly applied to the barrel of meal 
and crufe of oil for food, yet they were no fooner 
diminifhed than an immediate fupply took place. 
Thus did thefe three live for the fpace of two 
years, near the clofe of which the woman’s fon 
was taken ill and died. This misfortune fhe at- 
tributed to Elijah, faying, O thou man of God, 
art thou to come unto me to call my fin to remem- 
brance, and to flay my fon? Elijah faid to her, 
Give my thy fon; and then carrying the body 
into a private chamber, he earneftly prayed to 
God that he would be pleafed to reftore the 
child to life. This requeft being complied with, 
Elijah delivered the child to its mother, faying, 
See, thy fon liveth; upon which the woman re- 
plied, Now by this I know that thou art a man of 
God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth 
is truth t. 

After Elijah had lived in this {tate of obfcugi- 
ty between two and three years, God commanded 
him to return to the land of Hrael, to prefent 
himfelf before Ahab, and inforrn him that, in a 
fhort time, there would be rain fall upon the 
earth. The famine, at this time, raged with the 
greateft violence throughout Samaria, infomuch 
that the people were very near being ftarved to 
death. The king was fo diftrefled for want of 
provender for his cattle that he commanded 
Obadiah, a principal officer of his houfhold, to 
go over one half of the country in queft of fo- 
rage for their fubfiftence, while himfelf, attended 
by a proper number of fervants, went over the 
other part on the fame errand. Obadiah was the 
moft religious man of all the king’s domettics, 
and a perfon naturally poffeffed of the moft ten- 
der feelings. As an inftance of this, the cruel 
queen Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, had given or- 
ders for perfecuting all the prophets of the Lord, 
upon which Obadiah, at the hazard of his own 
life, concealed one hundred’ of them in two 
caves, fifty in each, and in thefe places conftantly 
fupplied them with every article that was necef- 


' fary for the prefervation of their exiftence §. 


As Obadiah was on his way in fearch of pro- 
vender for his mafter’s cattle, he happened to 
meet with the prophet Elijah, whom he faluted 
with the greateft refpect. The prophet, knowing 


who he was, defired him to go immediately and 


acquaint 





ever, on his not curing her fon when he lay fick, but rather 
fuffering him to die, her faith began to droop; whereas, 
upon feeing him revive, her faith revived with him, and 
through the joy of having him again reftored to her, the 
accounted this latter mitacle much greater than the former. 
§ Elijah, in his appeal to the people, tclls them, J, even 
I, only remain a prophet of the Lord. 1 Kings xviii, 22. 
From this expreffion we cannot imagine that the hundred 
prophets, whom Obadiah preferved in the caves,. were men 
atually infpired, and invefted with a prophetic charaéter, 
but fuch only as were the difciples of the prophets, and can- 
Ic is not unlikely that, even in 
Jezebel’s time, there were remaining in Ifrael fchools of the 
prophets, which fhe endeavoured to deltroy, as well as thofe 


-who were bred up in them, that there might none be left to 
e 


inftru€t the people in the true religion. “Thefe the certainly 
looked upon as enemies to her idolatry, and might poffibly 
perfuade her hufband that they were difaffected to his go- 
vernment, and faWourers of the kings of Judah, becaufe 
they worfhipped the fame God, and thought that the proper 
place of his worfhip was at Jerufalem: and therefore, the 
greater was the piety and courage of Obadiah, in refeuing 
fo many victims from the hands of this furious and enraged 
wonian, * 
Nnrn 
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acquaint the king, that he defired to fpeak with 
him, for that he had bufinefs to communicate 
to him of the ucmoft importance. Obadiah at 
firft excufed himfelf, being fearful that Elijah 
might vanifh before he returned, whereby he 
fhould incur the indignation of the king, who 
had taken the greateft pains to find him out 
without effect. ‘In what, faid he, have I finned 
« that thou wouldeft deliver thy fervant into the 
« hand of Ahab to flay me? As the Lord thy 
«© God liveth, there is no nation or kingdom 
«* whither my Lord hath not fent to feek thee: 
«© and when they faid, He is not there, he took 
“ an oath of the kingdom and nation that they 
« found thee not. And now thou fayeft, Go 
“ tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here. And it 
“ fhall come to pafs, as foon as I ain gone from 
“thee, that the Spirit of the Lord fhall carry 
«© thee whither I know not ; and fo when I come 
t and tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he 
“ fhall flay me: but I thy fervant fear the Lord 
“ from my youth. Was it not told my lord, 
“what I did, when Jezebel flew the prophets 
“ of the Lord, how I hid an hundred men of 
“ the Lord’s prophets, by fifty in a cave, and 
“ fed them with bread and water? And now 
“ thou fayeft, Go tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah 
“is here: and he fhall flay me.” 

Too remove the fears of Obadiah, Elijah af- 
fured him that he would not remove from the 
place where he was till he went and brought the 
king to him. 4s the Lord of hojts liveth, faid 
he, before whem I ftand, I will furely fhew myfeif 
unto bim to-day- 

Thus affured, Obadiah went in fearch of his 
mafter, whom he foon found and brought to the 
place where he had left Elijah, and where, as the 
prophet had promifed, he ftill remained. At 
the firft interview the king began to upbraid 
him with being the caufe of the calamity under 
which the nation had fo long laboured. But 
Elijan boldly returned the charge, and having 
taxed him with the worfhip of falfe gods (which 
was the fource of all their woe) he undertook to 
prove that they were no more than falfe gods, 
provided the king would be pleafed to fummon 
all the people to meet upon Mount Carmel, and 
to bring thither the four hundred and fifty priefts 
of Baal, together with the four hundred prietts 
of the groves, who were fupported at Jezebel’s 
table. 

So fair a propofal could not but be accepted 
by the king, who accordingly iffued out orders 
for the people to attend, and laid a particular 
charge that they fhould bring the pricits with 





* Nothing can be imagined more cutting and farcaftic 
than thefe words of the prophet, in which he ridicules in the 
fineft manner poffible, their wretched, falfe, and derogatory 
ideas of the deity. ‘he two laft netions of deing afieep, aud 
rot at bowe, how abfuid foever they may be, when applied 
to the deity, were certainly fuch as feveral idolaters conceived 
of their gods, as appears from various paffages in Homer ; 
in one of which, Thad i. ver. 423. he telis us that Thetis 
could not meet with Jupiter, be. aufe ‘* he was gone abroad, 
and would not return in lefs than twelve days 3’? and at the 
conclufion of that book he gives us an account of the man- 
ner in which the deities went to fleep. 


** Then to their ftarry domes the gods depart, 
The hhining monuments of Vulcan’s art ; 
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them. When they were all affembled, Elijah, 
having firft upbraided them for their vile preva- 
rication in mixing the worfhip of Gud and 
the worfhip of Baal together, made them:a pro- 
pofal to this effe&: ** Since, faid he, there -can 
** be no more than one infinite, fupreme, Al- 
“* mighty, and independent Being, let us, at this 
“© time, make the experiment who this Being is, 
“© You, who are the worfhippers of Baal, have 
‘© all the advantages on your fide, the favour and 
*« protection of the court, four hundred and 
“ fifty priefts of one kind, and four hundred -of 
*« another ; whereas 1, who am'the meffenger of 
“ God’s caufe, am but one poor banifhed man; 
“ and yet let two oxen be brought before us. 
“ Let the priefts of Baal choofe ‘their ox, drefs 
“ it, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the altar, but 
“© ler there be no fire thereon; and I, in like 
«© manner, will do fo to my ox. Let them pray 
«© unto their gods, and I will call on the name of 
«© Jehovah; and then let the God, who (by 
‘© confuiming the facrifice with-a fudden flath of 
“ fire) fall make it appear that he hath heard 
* the prayers, be owned, by this whole affembly, 
“© to be the one, the true, the fupreme inde- 
“ pendant Being. : 

This mode of determination being approved 
of by the multitude, Ahab’s priefts prepared 
their altar, laid the ox on it, and called on their ’ 
idol Baal ; but no anfwer being given they were 
greatly alarmed, and expreffed their furprize by 
the moft uncommon gefticulations, fometimes 
jumping over the altar, and fometimes dancing 
round it. In this fituation they continued till 
noon, when no anfwer being yet given by Baal, 
the prophet Elijah, to aggravate their perplex- 
ities, mocked them, faying, (ry aloud, fer he is 
a god; either beis talk ng, cr be is purfuing,y or he 
is on a jouriey, ov pera.venture ke fleepeth, and 
muft be awaked*. "Vhis had the intended effect: 
they repeated their invocations to the moft vio- 
lent degree, and even went fo far (as their cuftom 
was when they met with a difappointment) as to 
cut and flafh themfelves with knives and lancets, 
till fome of them were near expiring with the 
lofs of blood. 

The priefts of Baal continued their farce of 
devotion to their falfe god to no purpofe, till the 
day was more than half fpent, when the prophet 
Elijah defired them to draw near to him. The 
people having obeyed his orders, he took twelve 
{tones, according to the twelve tribes, with 
which he repaired the slltar of the Lovd that bad 
been broken down +. Waving done this he laid 
his bullock upop the wood and poured a great 

quantity 
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Jove on his couch reclin’d his awful head, 
And Juno flumber’d on his golden bed.” 
: Pope. 


What debafing ideas thefe, compared with that awful inte!- 
ligence which revelation gives us of a deity, who neither 
fimnbercth nor fleepeth ; but who, every where prefent, at all 
times knows even the fecrets of the heart; and is at all 
times ready to hea-, and able to grant, the petitions of his 

people! eat 
+ This altar, which the facred wrirer here calls tbe. Altar 
of rhe Lord, was certainly one of thcfz which were. built in 
tne time of the judges and firit kings of Ifrael, when, for 
want of a fixed place of worthip, fuch ftruétures were pel- 
mitted. Both Tacitus and Suetonius fpeak of the God s 
Carme 
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uantity of water three different times on the 
hcedicr, on the wood, and on the altar, fo that 


the water filled the trench which was dug round 


the alcar co receive it. ; i 
It was now about the time of offering: tlie 


evening facrifices, when every thing being pro-. 


erly prepared, Elijah approached the altar, fell 
ie iis ences, and ce smiplored the true God: 
Lord God of Abraham, Ifaac and Ifrael, (faid he) 
let it be known this day that thou art Godin Ifrael, 
and that I .m thy fervant, and that I have done 
al: thefe things at thy word. Ei.av mcy O Lord, 
bear ne, that this people may know that thou art the 
Lord God, and that thou baft turned their bearts 
back a2 it. 

No fooner had Elijah finifhed his prayers to 
God, than fire immediately defcended from 
heaven, which not only confumed the burnt- 
offering, but likewife the woo. and ftones, and 
even dried up all the water in the trench. This 
miraculous difplay of the Divine power fo 
a‘tonifhed the people, that they immediately fell 
on their faces, and acknowledge that the God 
of Eiijah was the true God. When. the people 
had a little recovered from their furprize, Elijah 

“ordered them to feize al] the prielts of Baal, to 

lead them to the foot of the mountain near the 

brook Kifhon, and there put them to death; 

which orders béing execured, the people dif- 
erfed to their relpective habitations. 

Juftice having thus take place on the impious 
and falfe prophets, Elijah again afcended the 
mount, where, having prayed for fome time, he 
fea: his fervant to fee if he could difcover any 
fisus of rain: heaccordingly went, but returned 
with an anfwer inthe negative. Elijah fent him 
azain buc with no better fuccefs: at length, after 
goulg feven times, he brought him word that 
he faw a fmall cloud rifing out of the fea no 
bizzer, to look at, than a man’s hand. In con- 
fequence of this intelligence, Elijah ordered his 
fervant to go immediately to Anab, and advife 
hin to haften to his chariot, and mike the beft 
of tus way home, le.t he thould be prevented by 
the rtin, Ahab took his advice, and che pro- 
phet, having properly girded his veft about him, 
ran all the way before till he came to Jezreel, 
during which time the clouds gathered very 
thick, and difcharged abundance of water. 

As foon as Ahab got home he informed his 
wife Jezebel of all that had paffed, and parti- 
cularly of Elijah’s having put to deach the priefts 
of Baal. Fired with refentment at this pre- 
fuinption, the queen vowed revenge againft E- 
lijah, and immediately difparched a meffenger to 
inform him that the next day his lite fhould cer- 
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Carmel, whom Vefpafian went to confult when he was at 
Judza; but chey tell us that there was neither temple nor 
itatue upon the mountain, except one altar only, pay but 
venerable for its antiquity. The altar of Carmel feems to 
have had its origina! trom the altar of the true God, which 
the antient Hebrews firft erected, and Elijah afterwards re- 
faired ; and which even the heathens held in fuch venera- 
tion, that when they came to be matters of the country, they 
would not fo much as place an image by it. 

ft Not that ic was forty days journey from Beerfheha to 
Mount Horeb (it being ‘not above four or five days) but 
Elijah, probably through fear of being apprehended by Je- 
zebel who had vowed his deftru@iion, wandered out of the 


tainly pay for theirs. So let the gods do ty me, 
faid the, and more alfo, if I make not thy fe as the 
life of one of thems by to-morrow about this t-me. 

On the receipt of this meflage Elijah, think- 
ing himfclf not fafe in Ahab’s dominions, im- 
mediately withdrew to Beerfheba, a town in the 
fouthern part of the territoties belonging to the 
tribe of Judah. Here he difmiffed his fervant, 
and then puriued his journey into the wildernefs 
of Arabia Petrza. In the evening, being greatly 
fatigued, he laid himfelf down under a juniper- 
tree, fick of the world, and defirous to leave it. 
It is enough, laid he; now, O Lord, take away my 
life: for I am not better than my father. After 
faying this he fell aNeep, but it was not long 
before he was awoke by an angel, who, bringing 
him viétuals and drink, bade him eat hearty, for 
that he had a long journey to take. ‘The pro- 
phet did as he was ordered, and, with the ftrength 
of chat repaft,; walked forty days and’ forty 
nights f, till he came to Mount Horeb, the 
place where God at firft delivered the law to 
Mofes. — 

As foon as Elijah got to the top of Mount 
Horeb, he betook himfelf to a cave, intending 
very probably to {pend the remainder of his days 
in obfcurity. But he had not been long in this 
place before he had a vifion, wherein God having 
firft, by feveral emblems, made him fenfible of 
his Almighty power and prefence, gave him to 
underftand, that che number of his true worfhip- 
pers was greater than he imagined, and that he 
would not fail to take vengeance on the houfé 
of Ahab for their abominable idolatry. To this 
purpofe he ordered him to return into his own 
country by the way of Damatcus, where he was 
to anoint Hazael, king of Syria; Jehu, king of 
Ifrael; and to appoint Elifhaas his fuccetfor in the 
prophetic office ; intimating thereby that thcfe 
men would be proper inftruments, in his Al- 
mighty hand, whereby to punifh the idolatry of 
Ifrael, and to affert the righteoufnefs of his own 
caule. 

Elijah, being fenGbly impreffed with what he 
had feen, as well as che orders enjoined, imme- 
diately left Horeb, and proceeded on his way 
towards Damafeus. He had not travelled far 
before he found Elifha at plough, and, as he 
paffed, threw his mantle § over him: the other 
underftanding this to be a call to the prophetic 
office, immediately left the plough, ran home, 
fertled the affairs of his family, took his leave 
of them, and went after Elijah, with whom he 
lived in the character of a fervant during the re-~ 
mainder of his life. 

A fhort time after this Benhadad, king of Sy- 

ria, 
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way, and by that means made it forty days before he arrived 
at Mount Horeb. : 

§ The mantle was the proper habit of a prophet, and 
therefore Elijah’s throwing his upon Elifha was the ceremo- 
ny here ufed for his inauguration to the prophetic office ; 
though, as it was cuitomary for fervants to carry their matter’s 
garments after them, others underftand it only as a token 
that Elifha was to be his fervant, to attend upon him, and 
fusceed him in his office. However this be, it is probable 
that when he threw his mantle over him, he faid fomething 
whereby he acquainted him with his defign, though the 
particular words in fo brief a hiltory are not exprefled, 


236 Tue HISTORY or 


ria, raifed a very powerful army, and being 
joined by thirty-two kings from beyond the Eu- 
phrates, he marched into the country of Ahab, 
king of Ifrael, and after ravaging fome places 
in his way, laid fiege to Samaria, the capital of 
Benhadad made ail the 
neceffary preparations for beginning the atrack ; 
but previous thereto he fent a haughty meflage 
to Adad, demanding all that belonged to him in 
fatisfaction for fome prefumed affront, on the 
giving up of which he promifed to raife the fiege 
and withdraw his army: Thy fiver and thy gold, 
faid he, is mine; thy wives alfo and thy children, 


Ahab’s dominions. 


even the goodlieft, are mine. 


Ahab was in no condition to oppofe fo power- 
ful an enemy, and therefore tamely fubmitted 


himfelf to his mercy: My lord, O king, faid he, 


according to thy faying, I am thine, and all that I 


have. 

But this tamenefs only increafed the infolence 
of Benhadad, who fent a fecond meffage to 
Ahab, demanding that his fervants and officers 
might, on the following day, fearch the houfes, 
lodgings, &c. of him and his domeftics, and 


that they fhould have the liberty of carrying off 


whatever they thought proper. 

Ahab was not fo eafily reconciled to the com- 

pliance of this meffage as the former. He there- 
fore called acouncil of his friends, who being af- 
sembled, he addreffed them in words to this effet : 
“ Benhadad, the king of Syria, faid he, has fent 
«“ me two propofals, by the firft of which he 
agreed to raife the fiege, on my acknowledging 
my filver and gold my wives and children, to be 
at his difpofal ; which I'confented to, becaufe I 
would not let any intereft of my own fuper- 
cede the public good. But his fecond pro- 
pofal is, that they be permitted to make a 
general fearch, and carry off what they pleafe, 
which is only a pretence to widen the breach 
between us. They thought, doubrlefs, that I 
fhould remain firm to the firft contract: but 
now they demand a delivery of my people 
« and country, which they may be affured I 
« fhall not comply with, and that a war will be 
the confequence : but I am. determined to 
abide by your advice.” 
As foon as Ahab had finifhed his fpeech the 
whole council reprobated the infolence of Ben- 
hadad, and unanimoufly declared for war. In 
confequence of this the anfwer returned by the 
ambafladors was, “ That the firft demand would 
yet be complied with by the king; but the ho- 
nour and fafety of the citizens required that he 
fhould refufe the fecond.” 

Benhadad was fo mortified at this anfwer, that 
he fent Ahab a third meffage, importing, that he 
fhould not truft in the ftrength of his fortrefs, 
for he would raife works above his walls, which 
he could eafily do by only each of his foldiers 
contributing a handful of earth. The anfwer re- 
turned by Ahab was, Les not Binz that gurdcth on 
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}) Aphek was fituated at Libanus, on the banks of the 
river Adonis, between Heliopolis and Biblos; and, in all 
probability, is the fame that Paul Lucas (in his voyage to 
the Levant) mentions as fwallowed up in a lake about nine 
miles in circurhference, wherein there are feveral houfes all 
The antients tell us, thatthe | 


entire to be feen under water. 
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bis barnefs boaft bimfelf, or be that purtetb it 
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When Benhadad received this meffage he. was 
drinking with the thirty-two kings. who’: had 


joined him ; and the contents of it fo enraged 


him, that he immediately ordered his army: to 
prepare themfelves for invefting the city. 

In the mean time Ahab was vifited by a pro- 
phet, who affured him that God would grant his 
people a victory over their numerous ¢nemies.: 
Ahab, knowing the fall force he had, which. 
confifted only of 7000, befides 232 young men. 
fervants to the princes of Ifrael, and being. 
doubtful of fuccefs againft fo great an army as 
that of the enemy, afked the prophet, by what 
means he fhould gain a victory. The prophet 
replied, by the young men, fervants to the 
princes of Ifrael. 

Benhadad and his thirty-two kings were at 
this time drinking in their tents fecure of vic- 
tory; but they foon found themfelves not fo fafe 
as they imagined. In confequence of the affu- 
rance Ahab had received of fuccefs from the 
prophet he, about noon, difpatched the 232 
young men to attack the guard of the Syrians, 
who being immediately followed by the reft of 
his army, they fell on the enemy with fuch cou- 
rage and refolution, that they were thrown into 
the utmoft diforder. Prodigious numbers were 


killed on the fpot, and the reft fled with the 


greateft precipitation, Benhadad himfelf very 


narrowly efcaping with his life. The ipoil taken 
from the enemy in gold, filver, equipage, &c. 
was very confiderable; with the whole of which 
Ahab and his little army returned in triumph 
to Samaria. 


A few days after Ahab had obtained this victo- 


ry he received a fecond vifit from the prophet, 
who gave him a particular charge to be on his 
guard, and to keep his army in proper order, for 


that, inthe beginning of the next year, the: Sy- 


rians would again invade his country, and that 


with an army no lefs confiderable than that he had 


fo lately conquered. 


The prediction of the prophet was ftrictly ve- 
rified. Some of Benhadad’s generals perfuaded 
him that the reafon of their ill fuccefs arofe from 
their having fought on the hills, but that if they 


attacked the Lraelites in a level part of the coun- 


try, there would be no doubt of their attempts 
being crowned with fuccefs. Their gods, (faid 
they, fpeaking of the Lfraelites) are gads of the 
bills, therefore they were firenger than we : but let 
us fight againft them in the plain, and furely we 


foall be ftronger than they. 


Benhadad readily took the advice of his ge- 
nerals, and having raifed an army equal in force 
to that of the preceding year, marched into the 
country of the Ifraelites, and encamped near 
Apheck |, a city belonging to the tribe of 
Asher. 

Ahab, having paid a ftrict attention to the ad- 

vice 


a 


foil abour this place was very bituminous, which feems to 
confirm the opinion of thofe who think, that fubterraneous 
fires contumed the folid fubftance of the earth whereon the 
city ftood, fo thatit funk at once, and a lake was {00a 


| formed in its place. - 
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the prophet, was prepared to receive the 
enemy; and though with a force far inferior to 
the Syrians, marched out to give them battle. 
The two armies lay eppotts to each other for 
fix fucceffive days, in the courfe af which a pro- 

het came to Ahab with this mefflage : Thus faith 
the Lord, Becaufe the Syrians have faid, The t ord 
is God of the bills, but he is not God of the valiies ; 
therefore will I deliver all this great multitude into 
ghine band, and ye feall know that I am the 


Lord. ; 
“Encouraged by this Divine promife, on the 


vice of 


feventh’day Ahab, having properly difpofed of 


his fmall-army, attacked the Syrians with the 
moft diftinguifhed vigour; and fo fucceisful was 
he that no lefs than 100,000 were killed on the 
fpot, and the reft, in order to fave themfelves, 
fled to the city of Aphek. Burt they were far 


from finding any fecurity here: the vengeance 


of God purfued them, for on their entering the 
city the walls fuddenly fell to the ground, by 
which no lefs than 27;000 were crufhed to 
death. . 

Terrified at this dreadful judgment Benha- 
dad, with fome of his anncnal officers and 


friends, retired for fecurity to a: private building 


within the city. They debated, for fome time, 
in what manner they fhould aét, till at length 
Benhadad's friends advifed hirn to difpatch am- 
baffladors to Ahab in the humbleft manner, and 
make their fubmiffion on fuch terms as he fhould 
think proper to ftipulate. Behold, faid they, 
we have beard that tbe kings of the beufe of If- 
rael ave merciful kings: let us, we pray thee, put 
fackcloth ow our loins, and ropes* upon cur beads, 


end go out to the king of Ijrael: peradveature he 


will fave thy life. 

Vhis advice being approved of, ambaffadors 
were immediately difpatched to king Ahab, re- 
quefting him to make fuch .propofitions as he 
fhould think proper, and whatever they were, 
they fhould be ftrictly obferved. . Ahab was 


very moderate in his demands: the only con- | 


ditions he infifted on were, that the Syrians 
fhould reftore all the country, which they had 
taken from Baafha, king of Ifrael, and grant 
him fome privileges in their capital city Damat- 
cus, as a token of their homage and fubjection. 
Such mild terms of accommodation could 
not but be acceptable to Benhadad ; the confe- 
quence of which was that a league of friendfhip 
immediately took. place between the contending 
monarchs. But this league was highly offen- 
five to God, who was pleafed to fend a prophet 
to Ahab with a meflage to this effect: ‘¢ That 
had he deftroyed Benhadad (as God had put tt 
in his power) his dominions fhould have been 
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* This was the drefs of humble fupplicants in thof times. 
The fackcloth on their loins was a token of gre:t forrow for 
what they had done; and the.ropes on their heads an indi- 
cation that they would fubmit to whatever punifhment Ahab 
thould think proper to Jay on them. 

t Ahab’s great offence confifted in fuffering fo horrid a 

lafphemer_as Ben-hadad to go unpunihed,: which was con- 

trary toan exprefs law, Lev. xxiv. 163 and this law extcnded 

not to thofe only that vere dora in the land, but to ftrangers 

likewife that were among them, and in their power, .as Ben- 

hadad certainly was. God had delivered him into Ahab’s 

and for his blafphemy, as he had promifed, and therefore 
20 


annexed to the kingdom of Hrael; bur that, 
fince he had afted otherwife, his life fhould pay 
for the life of Benhadad ¢: for that he fhould 
be flain in battle with the Syrians, who, inftead 
of being held in fubjection by the Wraelites, 
fhould, in a few years, become their matters, 
take their towns from them, and make ravages in 
different parts of their country.” 

Ahab, inftead of humbling himfelf at the 
denunciation of this heavy fentence, or expref- 
fing any forrow for his fault, retired to his pa- 
lace at Samaria fullen and difpleafed, and, in a 
fhort time, added to the offence he had com- 
mitted by a tranfaction of the moft unjuftifiable 
nature. 

Adjoining to the gardens belonging to the 
royal palace of Jezreel, one Naboth, a citizen of 
the place, had a vineyard, which Ahab was defi- 
rous of obtaining, in order to enlarge his own 
grounds. ‘To effect his wifhes, he offered Na- 
both an equivalent either in Jand or money ; 
but Naboth, on account of its being his paternal 
inheritance, refufed to patt with it on any terms 
whatever. This gave Ahab the greateft uneafi- 
nefs, infomuch that he took to his bed from 
mere difcontent, and was fo fullen and uneafy, 
that he would not receive any kind of refrefh- 
ment. ; 

When Jezebel found her hufband to continue 
in this melancholy fituation, fhe was anxious to 
know the caufe of his diforder : Wy, faid fhe, 
is thy [pirit fo bad, that thou eateft no bread? To 
which he replied, Becanje I fpake unto Neboth the 
Sexreclite, and faid unto bim, Give me thy vineyard 
for money, or lfc, if it pleafe thee, 1 will give thee 
another vineyard for it: and he anfwered, I will 
not give thee my vineyard: < 

As foon as Jezcbel was. acquainted with th 


| caufe of her hufband’s complaint, fhe firft up- 


braided him with his pufillanimity, or not know- 
ing how to exert the authority of a king, and 
then, to chear his fpirits, bade him banifh all 
melancholy, for that fhe had thought of an ex- 
pedient by which means he might be put in pof- 
feffion of Naboth’s vineyard, But this was: a 
diabolical fcheme indeed, and fuch an one as 
could only have been concerted by the moft 
abandoned and wicked of her fex. She wrote 
letters from Samaria, in Ahab’s name, and fealed 
with his fignet, to the principal men in Jezreel, 
ordering them to proclaim a fait, to bring Na- 
both betore the judges, and to fuborn two falfe 
witneffes, who fhould depofe againft him, that he 
had blafphemed God and the king f, that he 
might be carried out of the city and ftoned to 

death. 
Notwithftanding the bafenefs of this plot, yet 
fuch 





this a& of Providence, compared with the Jaw, plainly inti- 
mated, that he was appointed by God for deitru@ion; but 
Ahab was fo far from puniftiing him as he deferved, that he 
treated him like a friend and a brother, difmiffed, him upon 


. eafy terms, and took his bare word for the performance of 


the covenant, without the Jeaft regard to che reparation of 
God’s honour, ‘ 
t By the law of Mofes it was death to blafpheme God, 


' Lev. xxiv..16. and by cuftom it was death to revile the ki 
ieee ‘a revile the king, 

dences (as they were initruéted) accus’d Naboth of bath thefe 

crimes, that the people ae be the better fatistied to fee 


Now, inorder to make fafe work, the evi- 


id a ‘him 


238 Tug HISTORY of 


fuch influence had the king over the elders of 
Jezreel (they fuppofing the order to come from 
him) that every thing was executed according to 
the plan laid down by the wicked Jezebel, and 
the innocent Naboth fell a facrifice.to the cove- 
tous difpofition of the king, and the diabolical 
machinations of a bafe and perfidious woman. 

As foon as Jezebel received intelligence of 
-the death of Naboth, fhe immediately repaired 
to the king, informed him of the circumftance, 
and told him to goto Jezreel, and, without any 
ceremony, take poffeffion of the vineyard. Ahab 
followed his witt’s directions ; but, on his return 
to Samaria, he was met by the prophet Elijah, 
who, by God’s directions, firft upbraided him for 
having flain the innocent, and feized on his in- 
heritance, and then denounced a judgment on 
him to this effeét: ‘ That where the blood of 
Naboth had been licked by the dogs, they fhould 
likewife lick the blood of Ahab and Jezebel ; 
and that the crime of taking away the life of an 
innocent man by perjury fhould be punifhed by 
the extirpation of their whole race.” 

Ahab was fo affeéted at the denunciation of 
this judgment, that he became deeply penitent 
for his fins: he cloathed himfelf in fack-cloth, 
fafted, went barefoot, and gave every other tefti- 
mony of the moft unfeigned forrow and humi- 
liation. Hereupon the prophet was commif- 
fioned to acquaint him, that, in conGderation of 
his contrition, the judgment which had been 
threatened fhould be poftponed during his life, 
but that it fhould certainly take place in that of 
his fon ; the truth of which prediction will here- 
after appear. 

We have already obferved that Jehofhaphar, 
king of Judah, had imprudently married his fon 
and heir to the daughter of Ahab; which alli- 
ance produced an intimacy between the two 
kings. In confequence of this, Jehofhaphat 
went one day to Samaria, to pay a vilit to Ahab, 
who entertained him and his attendants in the 
moft fplendid manner. Ahab, taking advantage 
of this opportunity, invited Jehofhaphat to ac- 
company and affift him in the fiege of Ramoth- 
Gilead, a town belonging to the tribe of Gad, 
which the king of Syria unjuftly detained from 
him. Jehofhaphat agreed ro affift Ahab in this 
expedition, but being unwilling to fet about it 
without confulting the Divine approbation, he 
defired Ahab to enquire of the prophets con- 
cerning the event. In compliance with Jeho- 
fhaphat’s requeft, Ahab affembled together his 
ewn prophets, the number of whom amounted 
to about four hundred, and putting the quettion 
to them, they anfwered, Go wp; for the Lerd fhall 
deliver it into the hand of the king. 

. Jehothaphat was far from being fatisfied with 
what thefe prophets predicted : he was confcious 
in himfelf that they were not men favoured of 
God, and therefore afked Ahab, whether he had 
no other. prophets to whom he could apply on 
this occafion. Ahab told him there was one 
other, named Micaiah, who was the fon of Im- 
Jah, but that he detefted the man for having pre- 
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him ftoned. There is this difference however to be obferved 
between thefe two crimes, that, if aman had only bls 
phemed God, he was to be tried by the great court at Jeru- 


falem, (as the Hebrew Doétors tell us) and his goods <ame- 


to his heir$; whercas, when a man was executed for treafon 
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digted. only unhappy events, and for that reafga 
he had ordered. him to be kept in confinemens, 
Jehofhaphat infifted. on feeing this pesfon, upon 
which a meflenger was difpatched to. bring him 
from the prifon. In their way the.meffenger tald 
Micaiah that the prophets had declared. the evenr 
of the war would prove favourable to Ahab, and 
endeavoured to prevail on him to give a like re. 
port: Let thy word, I pray thee (faid he) be like 
the word of one of them, and peak that which js 
good. Towhich Micaiah replied, 4s the Lord ij. 
veth, what the Lard faith unto me, that wit E foeak, 

When Micaiah came in the prefence of the 
two kings, Ahab put the queftion to him, en. 
joining him neither to extennate or aggravate 
the truth. Micaiah told him, that he had 
feen the people of Ifrael, like fheep with- 
out a fhepherd, difperfed and purfued by the 
Syrians ; and that by this reprefentation the Lord 
had intimated that only the king fhould fall in 
the engagement. Ahab, having heard this pro- 
phecy, turned to Jehofhaphat,.and afked him 
whether he was not now convinced that he had 


not wrongfully accufed the man; upon which 


Micaiah, addreffing himfelf to Ahab, {poke in 
words to this effect: ‘ I have no enmity to- 
** wards you: the prediction is the effeé&t of an 
«« infpiration from the Almighty, by whofe ex- 
prefs command I have faithfully delivered it 
to you: but, by the flattering impofitions of 
the falfe prophets, you are perfuaded to engage 
in a war which will prove your deftruction.” 
As foon as Micaiah had finifhed his predic- 
tion, one of Ahab’s falfe prophets (after diffua- 
ding the king from paying any attention to 
what he faid) ran up to him and fmote him on 
the cheek ; upon which Micajah told him, that 
he would be fhortly called to a fevere .account 
for his conduét, and that he would be driven to 
the neceffity of Aying to hiding places for the 
fecurity of his perfon. ‘The infatuated king, 
liftening to what his falfe prophets had told him, 
and enraged at the prediction of Micaiah, or- 
dered him to be taken back to psifon, and there 
kept till he fhould return from the war. Take 
Mtcaiah, faid he, and carry him back unto Amon 
the governor of the city, and to “foafe the king’s 
fon, and fay, Thus faith the king, put this felow 
in the prifon, and feed bim with bread of offlittion, 
anti! I come in peace. 

Vhe next day the confederate kings led their 
forces towards Ramoth-Gilead. But when they 
came within fight of the enemy, Ahab’s courage 
bewan to cool, and, thinking to evade the force 
of Micaiah’s prophecy he threw off the badge 
of royalty, and difouifed himfelf, but at 
the fame time advded Jehofhaphat .to keep on 
his royal robes. Benhadad, the king of the Sy- 
rians, had given particular orders to his generals 
to fingte out Ahab, (whom he confidered as the 
chicf author of the war) and, if poMfible, either 
to kill him, or take him prifoner. At firft the 
Syrians miftook Jehafhaphat for the king of 
Ifrael, and therefore made after him; but at 
length, perceiving their miftake, and that he 
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againft the king, his eftate ‘went to the exchequer, and ws 
forfeited to the king, ageicf whom the offence was committed? 
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and for this reafon it was, that they accufed Naboth of this . 


crime likewife, that his‘eftate might be confifeated, and Ahab, 
by that means, get pofieflion of his vineyard. : 
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was. not the perfon they wanted, they defiftted 
from their- purfuit, and. directed their cousfe 
another way in fearch of Ahab. 

By fome means or other, notwithftanding the 
difguife Ahab had puc’on, they found out’ his 
fituation ; and one of Benhadad’s domeftics dif: 
charging an arrow at him, it went through a part 
of Ahab’s armour, and penetrated his’ body. 
Apprehending that this unfortunate circumftance 
might deprefs the fpirits of his troops, the 
wounded monarch ordered his charioteer to re- 
move him a finall diftance from the army, where 
having remained till near fun-fet, the blood: low- 
ing from his wound all the time, he gave up the 
ghoft. In the mean time the two armies conti- 
nued harraffing each other the whole day, but 
Ahab was the only perfon flain, by which was 
ftriGtly fulfilled the prophecy of Micaiah. On 


the approach of night the Syrians retired to their | 
tents; and when an herald had proclaimed the | 


death of Ahab, the two armies feparated, and 
each repaired to their refpective homes. 

The body of Ahab was carried to Samaria, 
and there interred; and his fon Ahaziah fuc- 
ceeded him in the government. The chariot in 
which Ahab was flain, and conveyed to Samaria, 
was fo ftained with the blood that iffued from 
his wound, that they were obliged to wah it at 
a neighbouring fountain ; in doing of which the 
dogs came and licked it, whereby was fulfilled 
one part of the prediétion of the prophet Eli- 
jah, which he denounced againft Ahab and his 
wife for the murder of Naboth, the citizen of 
Jezreel. : 

After the return of Ahab’s army to Samaria, 
Jehofhaphat went to Jerufalem, but was met on 
the way by the prophet Jehu, who feverely repro- 
ved him for having formed a junétion with the 
Jate idolatrous and wicked Ahab. This rebuke 
greatly afficted Jehofhaphat, who no fooner ar- 
rived at Jerufalem, than he endeavoured to 


atone for the fault he had committed by a¢ts of | 


piety and juftice. He firlt offered facrifices to. 
God, befeeching him to pardon his offences ; 
having done which he ordered the priefts and Le- 
vites to inftruct the people throughout his domi~ 


nions, in the laws of Moles, and to make them 





§ The prayer Jehothaphat made to God on this occafion 
is defervedly accounted one of the molt excellent .we mect 
with in facred hiftory. He begins it with an acknowledg- 
ment of God’s fupreme and irrefiftible power, which extends 
itfelf every where, over all creatures in heaven and earth, 
which are every one fubje& to his authority-—-O Lord God 
of our fathers, art thou not God inheaven? And rulef? not thou 
over all the kingdoms of the heathen? And in thine band is there 
not power and might, fo that none is able to withftand thee ? 
He then remembers the peculiar relation, which the people 
of Ifracl have to him; the promife he made. to Abraham, as 
« reward for his fidelity; and the deed of gift which 
he conveyed to him, and his potterity; Art thou xot 
sur God, who did? drive out the inhabitants of the 





land befare thy people [frael, and gaveft it to the feed of 


_ Abraham, thy friend? He then: reminds: him of the 
long poffefiton they had of the’ country, and of the tem- 
ple, which Soloman had built for his worfhip, to whom, at 
the confecration, (and therefore he refers to Solomon’s words 
at the confecration, 4 Kings viii.) he promifed a gracious 
regard to all ‘the prayers that fhould be offered there. 4nd 
they develt therein’, and have built thee a January therein for 
thy name, faying, Uf, when evil comerb upce- him, as the fword, 
Judgment, or peftilence, or famine, qwe fland before this baufe, 
Gad in thy prejence, (for thy name is in this houfe) and cry 
unto thee in out afftiGion, then thon wilt bear und help. In 





thoroughly acquainted’ with. the eftablithed re- 
ligion of their aficeftors. He appointed magi- 


| trates of the cities and large towns, whomn_he or- 
| dered to diftribute juftice to all ranks of peo- 
| ple wichour favour or partiality. 
| from the priefts and Levites, a certain number of 


He felected 


judges, whom he direéted that when matters of 
confequence were brought before them from the 
adjacent cities, they fhould not determine but on 
the cooleft deliberation ; fince a deficiency of 
juftice in the city, where the temple of God, and 
the palace of the king, were erected, would be 
highly difhonourable. 

The conduct of Jehofhaphat, and the meafures 
he took to preferve juftice, as well as the true 
religion, among his people, was highly accepta- 
ble to God ; of which he was foon fenfible, by 
a circumftance that happened in his favour of 
the moft fingular and miraculous nature. 

The Moabites and Ammonites, affifted by a 
prodigious number of auxiliaries, whom they 
hired on the occafion, refolved to invade the do~ 
minions of Jehofhaphat, which having done, 
they marched as far as the city of Engedi, (about 
thirty-eight miles from Jerufalem) where they 
encainped, intending either to give Jehofhaphat 
battle there if he came to oppofe them, or if 
not, to decamp and lay fiege to Jerufalem. 

As foon as Jehofhaphat underftood the in- 
tentions of -his enemies, and where they were 
fituated, he was greatly alarmed, and immedi- 
ately gave orders for a faft to be kept throughout 
his dominions. Having done this he convened 
a general affembly of the people, with whom he 
repaired to the temple, where, in the moft fervent 
manner, he addreffed himfelf in prayer to God 
for protection §; in which he was not only joined 
by the whole affembly,-but likewife all the wo- 
men and children who’ had gathered themfelves 
together on the occafion. 

. While Jehofhaphat and the people were thus 


‘fervently praying to God to protect them from 


the power of their enemies, the Almighty was 
pleafed to fend to them the prophet Jahaziel 
with this meflage: ‘* Hearken ye (faid he) all 
«Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerufalem, and 
“ thou king Jehofhaphat:: Thus faith the Lord 

** unto 





the next place he reprefents the foul ingratitude of their ene- 
mies in invading a country, to which they had no manner of 
title,” even though the Ifraelites did them not the leaft harm 
when they came to take poffeffion of it, but took the pains 
to march a long way about to get to it, rather than give any 
moleftation ; and, in aggravatton of their wickednefs in this 
refpet, he fuggeits, that by this invafion they made an ate 
tempt, not only upon the rights of the Eiraelites, but of God 
himfelf, who was the great Lord and Proprietor, from whom 
they held the land: 4nd now behold the children of Ammon, 
and Moab, and Mount Seir, whom thou would? not ht Lfrael 
invade, when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they 
turned from them, and deftroyed them not ; behold, I fay, bow 
they reward us, tocome to caft us out of thy poffefion, which 
thou gaveft us to inberit, He then appeals to the juitice 
of God, the righteous judge, who helps thofe that fuffer 
wrong, efpecially when they have no other helper: for this 
is the laft argument he makes ufe of to conciliate the Divine 
affiltance, even the weak condition wherein he and has people 


) were, which made them the objects of Divine pity, efpecially 


fince they placed their hope and confidence in him alone, 
O Lord, our Ged, wilt thon not judge them? for we have no 
might againfe this great company, that cometh againfi us, nei~ 


ther dnows we vibat ro do, but cur ayes are upon thre, 2 Chron, 


xx. 6, &c. 
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** unto you, Be not afraid, nor difimayed, by 
** reafon of this great multitude ; for the battle 
** is not ‘yours, but God’s. To-morrow go ye 
** down againft them: behold, they come up by 
the cliff of Zig, and ye fhall find them at the 
end of the brook, before the wildernefs of 
Jeruel, Ye fhall not need to fight in this 
battle: fet yourfelves, ftand ye ftill, and fee the 
falvation of the Lord with you, O Judah and 
Jerufalem: fear not, nor be difmayed; to- 
morrow go out againft them: for the Lord 
will be with you.” 

Not only Jehofhaphat, but the whole multi- 
tude, were fo elated at this intelligence, that they 
immediately fell on their knees, and worfhipped 
the Lord; and the Levites accompanied them 
by finging praifes to God in the moft lofty 
ftrain. 

Early the next morning Jehofhaphat marched 
his army into the wildernefs of ‘'ckoah, where, 
making a halt, he addreffed the people in a very 
fhort, but pathetic fpeech, in which he preffed 
them to the fervice of the Lord, affuring them 
that if they would believe him and his prophets, 
they fhould certainly profper. ear me, (faid 
he) O Fudab, and ye inhabitants of Ferufaiem : 
Believe in the Lord your Ged, fo foak ye be efta- 
blifoed: believe bis prophets, fo foall ye profper. 
Having faid this, he appointed a certain number 
of fingers, who were to march before the army, 
finging, as they moved along, thefe words : 
Praife the Lord for bis mercy endureth for 
CU, 

In this manner did the army of Jehofhaphat 
advance to meet the enemy; but before they 
came up with them it pleafed God fo to confound 
and infatuate them, that they fell upon each 
other through miftake: the Ammonites and 
Moabites, taking the people of Mount Seir for 
their enemies, fell on them, and put them to 
death; after which, not knowing each other, an 
univerfal confufion took place, and each fell by 
the hands of his antagonift. 

When Jehofhaphat and his army came up to the 
fpot they found not a fingle perfon of the enemy 
alive; and the fpoil was fo great that it was more 
‘thanthey could carry away. They employed them- 
felves three days in gathering the riches left by 
their enemies, and on the fourth they repaired to 
a Valley, where they gave folemn thanks to God 
for their fingular deliverance. This place was 
afterwards called the Valley of Berachach, which, 
in the Hebrew language, fignifies, the Valley of 
Bleffing. Waving gathered up all the fpoils they 
could conveniently carry away, Jehofhaphar, 
with his army, marched in triumph to Jerufa- 
lem, and were received by the people with the. 
utmoft demonftrations of joy, This event being 
foon circulated, it ftruck fuch a terror into all 
the neighbouring nations, that no farther attempt 
was made, during the reign of Jehofhaphat, to 
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difturb the public tranquillity of the kingdom of 


Judah. 


A fhort time after this Jehofhaphat imprudent- . 


ly joined himfelf with Ahaziah, king of Ifrael, 
in fitting out a large fleet at the port of Ezion- 
Geber, in order to go ‘larfhifh to fetch gold. 


But this conjunction not being pleafing to God, { 


on account of the wickednefs of Ahaziah, their 
project failed of fuccejfs, for, before they could 


HISTORY’ ov ‘tne 
get out to fea, a ftorm arofe, which raged with 
fuch violence, that the whole fleet was dafhed to 
pieces upon a ridge of rocks near the mouth of 
the harbour. ee : 


‘place. 
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After Jehofhaphat had reflected on this fingu: 


lar and melancholy event, he was fully cdnvinced 
that it was a juft judgment inflicted on-him ‘by 
Providence for having formed a connexion with 
fo impious a prince as king Ahaziah. 
fore foon after (and not long before his death) - 


He there- 


fitted out a fleet, folely on his own account, from 
the port of Eloh, which making a good voy- 
age, returned in proper time, and brought him 
not only gold, but great quantities of very 
valuable articles, the natural produce of the 
country. 

Jehofhaphat, during the remainder of his 
reign, employed his time in aéts of piety, and 
ufed’ all the means in. his power to work a 
thorough reformation among his people}; though 
he could not, during his life, totally extirpate 
the high-places. He reigned twenty-five years 
over Judah, died at the age of fixty, and was 
buried in the City of David. 

On the death of Jehofhaphat the throne of 
Judah was filled by his eldeft fon Jehoram, a 
prince of a very cruel and wicked difpofition. 
His father Jehofhaphat had fix other fons; but, 
to give no umbrage for fufpicion, he had, in 
his life-time, removed them from the court, 
made them governors of fenced cities, and 
given them feparate fortunes of their own. But, 
notwith{tanding all this precaution, as foon as 
Jehoram was fettled on the throne, he not only 


' murdered all his brothers, but likewife f{everal 


chief men of Ifrael, who (as he fufpeéted) either 
adhered to their party, or were likely to revenge 
their deaths. : 

In confequence of thefe proceedings, and other 
acts of impiety daily committed by Jehoram, the 
prophet Elijah fent him avery fevere letter, in 
which he firft upbraided him fer departing from 
the religion. of his anceftors, and then threatened 
him with heavy judgments as a punithment for 
his enormities. ‘* Becaufe, faid he, thou haft 
“© not walked in the ways of Jehofhaphat thy fa- 
*¢ ther, nor in the ways of Afa, king of Judah, 
© but haft walked in the way of the king of If- 
‘© rael, and has made Judah and the inhabitants 
“ of Jerufalem to go a whoring, like to the 
** whoredoms of. the houfe of Ahab, and alfo 
** haft Main thy brethren of thy father’s houfe, 
“© which were better than thyfelf: Behold, with 
“* a great plague will the Lord finite thy people, 
«¢ and thy children, and thy wives, and all thy 
“* goods: And thou fhalt have great ficknefs by 
‘ difeafe of thy bowels, until thy bowels fall 
** out,, by reafon of the ficknefs day by day.” 

It was not long before the dreadful judgment 
pronounced by the prophet Elijah began to take 
The Edomites, who had been fubject 
to the houfe of David, now rebelled; .and, 
having expelled. Jehoram’s deputy, fet up aking 
of theirown, and were never after fybject to the 
government of Judah. .The people of Libnah 
hikewife, a city of his dominions, fhook:of their 
allegiance, and refufed to acknowledge him any 
longer for their fovereign.. 8 ss, ie 

Thefe were but the beginning of Jehoram’s 
troubles; for a fhort time after the Pn 
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and Arabians invaded his dominions, ravaged 
the country, plundered his palace, carried away 
his wives and children, and returned home in 
triumph. ; : 

To compleat his punifhment, and fulfil the 
prediction of the prophet Elijah, God was pleafed 
roaffiict him wich a moft violent dyfentery under 
which he languifhed in great torments for’ the 
fpace of two years, at the expiration of which 
he died unlamented, in the fortieth year of his 
age, and cighth of his reign. He was buried 
in the City of David, but in fuch contempt did 
his fubjeéts hold him, that they refufed him 
royal interment, and initead of laying his body 
in the fepulchre of his predeceflors, it was depo- 
fited in a private place appvinted for the pur- 

ofe.—-It is worthy of obfervation, that there 
was hardly any calamity that could be thought 
of which did not befal this wicked prince. His 
kingdom was deftroyed and depopulated by the 
nerceft nations; his treafures ranfacked; his 
wives and children carried into captivity; him- 
felf afflicted with a fore dileafe for two years ; 
and, when he was dead, denied the honour of a 
royal interment. All which calamities were 
threatened in the writing fent him in the name 
of Elijah, that he might not think they came by 
chance, but by the fpecial direction of God, as 
apunifhment for his impiety and wickednefs. 

We muft now take notice of the occurrences 
that happened during the reign of king Aha- 
ziah, who, as we have before obferved, fucceeded 
his father Ahab on the throne of Ifrael. 

This prince was fo naturally attached to every 
degree of vice as even to outdo his father. His 
reign, however, was very fhort (being in the 
whole not above the fpace of two years) but ic 
wes inglorious and full of trouble. 

Soon after his acceffion to the throne, the Mo- 
abites, who had always been obedient to the 
kings of Ifrael from the firft feparation of the 
two kingdoms, now took the opportunity of re- 
volting, nor was it in his power to reduce them 
to fubjection. 

In the beginning of the fecond year of his 
reign he received a violent hurt by a fall from 
the terrace of his houfe, infomuch that, in a 
fhort time, he was reduced to a very bad ftate 
of health, In this extremity, placing his de- 
pendance on the idols which he worfhipped, he 
ient to Baalzebub |, the god of Ekron*, to 
know if he fhould recover: but, by God’s ap- 
pointment, the prophet Elijah was fent to meet 
the meffengers, and to turn them back with this 
anfwer to Ahaziah: ds it vot becéuf: there is not 
aGod in Ifrael, that ye go to enquire of Baalze- 
bub, the god of Ekron 2? Now therefore thus faith 





4, The word Bzal-zebub fignifies the ged of flies > but how 
tris idol obtained that appellation it is not eafy to determine. 
_” Ekron was a city of the Philiftines, which fell by lot to 
tuc tribe of Judah, but was afterwards given to the tribe of 
Dan, though it does not appear that the Jews ever had a 
quiet poffeffion of it. 

t The cireumftances attend’ng the fate of Ahaziah, as 
denounced by the prophet Elijzh, have been greatly objected 
toby fuch as have not confider-d the whole matter in its 
Proper light. To remove thele objections, and juftify the 
conduct of the prophet, who was Divincly dire@ted, we mult 
frit of all confider, that the wickednefs of -Ahaziah and his 
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the I ord, Thou foa't not come down from that bed 
on which thou art gone ur, but fhalt furely die. 
Having faid this Elijah departed, firft ordering 
the meffengers to haften home with the intelli- 
gence he had given them to their matter. 

The quick return of the meflengers greatly. 
furprized Ahaziah, who afked them the reafon of 
it. They told him they had met with a man on 
the way, who bade them return, and report to 
him, in the name of the God of che Ifraelires, 
that he fhould not furvive his diforder. The 
king then demanded a defcription of the perfon 
who had fent fuch a meffage; upon which they 
told him that he was an hairy man, and thar he 
wore a leathern girdle. 

From this defcription Ahaziah imagined the 
perfon to be Ehijah the prophet; and therefore 
difpatched an officer of his army, with fifty men 
under his command, to apprehend him, intend- 
ing to put him to death for his prefumption. 
The officer, meeting with Elijah on the top of 
a mountain, accofted him in thefe words: +o 
man of God, the king hath fard, Come aown. Elijah 
replied, /f Ibe a man of God, then It fire come 
down vom heaven, and confu'e thee and thy fifty. 
No fooner had he faid thefe words than fire im- 
mediately defcended from heaven, and the 
officer, together with his fifty men, were inftantly 
deftroyed. 

As foon as Ahaziah underftood the fate of the 
officer and fifty men, whom he fent to apprehend 
Elijah, inftead of being alarmed at it, he fent 
another officer, with fifty more, all of whom, for 
their prefumption, fhared the fame fate. This, 
however, made no impreffion on the hardened 
king, who dilpatched a third officer, with fifty 
others. “Chis perfon acted very differently to 
the two former, for when he came to Elijah, in-~ 
ftead of pereimptorily demanding his perfon, he 
fell on his knees, and addreffed him as follows : 
O man cf God, faid he, T pray the , .et my lif., and 
the life of thefe fifty t'y feivinis, le prectous in 
thy fight. Behold, there came fire down from bea- 
ven, and Lurned up the two coplains of the fermer 
Jifties, with their fifties: thercfire let my life now 
be precious in thy fight 

At this inftant the voice of the Lord came 
unto Elijah, ordering him to attend the officer 
and his company, and go with them to Ahaziah, 
The prophet obeyed the Divine command, and 
as foon as he came in the prefence of the king, 
he, without any ceremony, addreffed him as fol- 
lows: Forufimuch as thou bc ft fent mejjengers to en- 
gure of Baalzebu:, the god of Ekron, therefore thou | 
jealt not come down off that bed on which thou art 
gone up, tut foalt furely die t. 

It was not long before this prediction of the 

prophet 





people was excecding great. He was not moved by the un- 
timely death of his fatner but followed his perniciou. ex- 
ample, fill feducing the people, and provoking the God of 
Hfrael by his abominable idolatries. The author of the Book 


} of Chronicles informs us, that his impiety was fo provoking, 


that God had abandoned him, and would not profper the 
naval ex,:edition of Jehofhapbat becaufe he joined the fleer 
of this vicious prince. The wickednefs of Ahab, fo great 
in itfelf, was highly aggravated by his making the people to 
fin, By his evil example and authority, he corrupted their 
worfhip, and juftly drew upon himfelf the guilt of their 
tranfgreffions. Ahzziah and his people could not but know 
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prophet was verified. The king’s illnefs in- 
creafed évery day, and he at length gave up the 
ghoft, after reigning, or rather being on the 
throne of Ifrael, only two years. Having no 
fon, he was fucceeded by his Brother Jehoram, 
at which time Jehoram f, the fon of Jehofha- 
phat, king of Judah, was in the fecond year of 
his reign. d 

’ The denunciation pronounced by the prophet 
Elijah againft the wicked king Ahaziah, was the 
laft bufinefs he did of a public nature, by Di- 
vine commiffion, during his earthly peregrina- 
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what judgments this prophet had denounced againft his fa- 
mily, on account of their idolatrics. How great then mutt 
their guile be, in perfiting in them, notwithftanding thefe 
warnings? ‘he king himfelf was certainly an incorrigible 
finner; for when he was dangeroufly ill from his fall from 
the terrace, he did not repent, but fent to enquire of Baal- 
zebub, the idol of the Ekronites. ‘This frefh inftance of 
his impiety fo offended the true God, that he decreed he 
fhould nct recover, and fent Elijah to foretel his death to 
the meffzngers. But even this meflage, inftead of touching 
him with remorfeé, excited in him the wicked refolution of 
murdcring thgiprophet. Noone can doubt but that he de- 
figned to-tal@é'away his life, who reflects on the implacable 
hatred Wis family bore this holy man for reproving their 
wickednefs; the refolution his mother Jezebel had formed 
of cutting him off, and the obftinacy with which the .king 
himfelf perfiffed in his fins. The manner of feaditig for 
him confirms this to have been his defign. Why did he not 
fend the fame meflengers as he did to, Ekron? How came 
he to fend a company of foldiers, if he had not the defign 
of taking away his life? ‘he caggeias commanded him 
to come down, but in a haughty manner, becaufe they 
thought he muit furrender himielf, and had he refufed to 
go with them, would undoubtedly have compelled him by 
force. 

If the king himfelf was fo obdurately wicked, though 
his life was endangered by the fall, we may juftly prefume 
that chofe who were employed on this occafion were not much 
better ; for they muit have been either idolaters, or the wor- 
fhippers of the true God. If they were idolaters, their fin 
mutt have received no fmall aggravation from their engaging 
in this attempt; and they could not but know that Elijah 
did not deferve death for prediéting the confequences of their 
matter’s indifpofition, asa prophet. If they worfhipped the 
true God, it was a great ¢rime in them to go againft the pro- 
past of that Ged in whom'they believed, and attempt his 
ife, contrary to the dictates of theirown confciences. Yet, 
were they either, they could not be excufable, and fuppofing 
them to have been idolaters, we may conclude that they exe- 
cuted this commiffion with pleafure. And if thofe who went 
firft upon this defign were culpable, what daring finners muft 
thofe be who made the fecond attempt, though fuch fignal 
vengeance had overtaken thofe who preceded them? ‘I’hat 
it was the will of God to deftroy thefe men, may be inferred 
from the prefence of the angel who guarded this pro- 
phet. This is fill farther evident from the nature of 
the punifhment infli€ted upon them. Though Elijah 
had been ever fg much enraged, he could not bring down 
the devouring flames againit them. Nor, had he pra) ed for 
this interpofition, would his prayers have been heard, if h® 
had detired what was unfitting with the conduct of infinite 
wifdom. The prophet appealed to this event for the ttuth 
of isis miffion, If] be a man of God &c. which means no 
more nor lefs, than that they had ttiled him a man of God, 
by. way. of derifion; but to convince them of the reality of 
this title, he affured them, that God himfelf would vindi- 
cate his character by fending down fire from heaven. What 
he foretold happened to the coit of thofe who called down 
this punithment upon them, by perfitting in their infide- 
lity. 

Should it be afked why thefe men were fingled out to fuffer 
Divine punithment, when the whole nation was plunged in 
the fame idolatrous practices and immoralities? It is eafy to 
reply, that thefe men fuffered in the cafe before us, becaufe 
there was not the fame reafon why others fhould fuffer, nor 
‘could the death of any cthers fo well aufwer the ends of in- 
finite wifdom, If this catattrophe was intended for the pu- 
nifhment of evil-doers, who fo fit to be made examples, as 
thoje who were a@tially emgaged in the wicked enterprize? 
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tions, he being foon after tranflated into heaven, 
We have the greateft reafon to imagine, that 
God.had been pleafed to give him fome intima. 
tion of the time when this miraculous event 
fhould happen ; for, previous to his departure, 
he vifited the fons of the prophets that were at 
Betkel and Jericho, and took his leave of them 
with fuch folemnity, that they fufpected it was 
the laft vifit he intended to make them. He 
would willingly have left his fervant Elitha ar 
both thefe places, but he being apprized that his 
matfter’s time was but fhort on earth, refolved to 

continue 
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lt was done for the fecurity ofgp righteons man, whole life 
was in almoft inextricabld’danger. It would have been im- 
poffible for him to efcape, when befet by a whole compan 
of foldiers; and if he farrendesed: he lay at Ahaziah’s nee 
cy, who was his inveterqte and implacable enemy. In this 
diftrefs, God mercifully refcued him, by deftroying thofe 
wicked agents, and by thefe means referved him for future 
ufefulnefs. This end was accomplifhed ; for the third Cap. 
tain came with another view, and fpake in a very different 
manner, which plainly fhewed he difapproved of the king's 
conduét, and that he was fo impreffed with fear at the de- 
ftruction of the firft and fecond companies, as to expect 
fhould he follow their example, the like confequences. This 
punifhment was intended to confirm Elijah’s miffion, and 
vindicate the honour of. the only Ged. The fire coming 
from heaven upan Elijah’s denouncing it, manifzitly proved 
that Elijah was infpired by the creator of all the earth. A:d 
as it recalled to their minds the conteft he lutely had with 
the priefts of Baal, wherein the defcent of fire had been ufed 
as a telt of the fupreme power of the God of gods, this cc- 
currence could not but operate upon their minds with double 
weight, and convince them of the wickednels of their enter- 
prize; and fince they were convinced by the former mani- 
feftations of the Divine power, the deltruction of thefe men 
by a fiitt and fecond defcent of fire from heaven, was fuf- 
ficient toroufe them ol of this lethargy. As thefe men 
were the king’s fervants, their punifhment might more 
fenfibly convince him of his wickednefs in feducing the 
people, and the people of their fin in following his example. 
Had as great a number of idolaters been deftroyed in another 
place, it could not have had fo good an effet; but their 
being ftruck dead in their attempt upon the prophets life 
was proper to convince both the king and his fubjeéts thathe 
was really commiffioned by God, and that the punifhments 
he had denounced againft their idolatrics would certainly be 
inflided. Thefe few therefore, were not only taken away to 
preferve the prophet, but alfo to reclaim the people, and to 
prevent the ruin of the whole nation. When the general 
depravity of the kingdom is duly weighed; the number of 
thofe who perithed will appear very fmal’. If it thould be 
afked why this feverity was twice inflicted ; the reply is eafy; 
becaufe the prince was fo wicked, and his fervants fo daring 
as to make a fecond attemp:. ‘Hardened as they were, when 
the fame punifhment was inflicted a fecond time, they began 
to relent, as appears from the addrefs of the third captain, 
who {peaks not in the imperious language of the two fit, 
but in the ftile of a fuppliant, who was convinced that Eli- 
jah was really a prophet of the true God. 

If we contider this judgment as an att of God, there is no- 


_thing in it but what is agreeable to his perfections. That it was 


an ‘fnitance of his power will not be contetled, becaute it was 
what no man nor any fuperior being could inflict without 
his permiffion. His Soléne/s and juitice are confpicuoully 
feen, becaufe this catattrophe was intended as a punithment 
againit enormous crimes, and the perfons who fifiired were 
engaged in » wicked attempt upon the life of his prophet. 
Tx could not be inconfiftent with his goodae/fi and clemcay, 
becaule the death of thefe few was defigned tor the rerorma- 
tion of ali the nation. His wi/dom appears herein, inafimuch 
as by theie means the prophet’s lite was preferved; and it 
was well adapted to the itate of the kingdom, which, at 
this time catled for fome ttriking and alarming difpenfution. 
1 To prevent confufion, the reader is detired to obferve, . 
that in the courfe of. this part of the nittory there is mention 
made of two Jehorams, who reigned much about the fame 
time; one, the fecond fon of Anak, who fucceeded his broe 
ther Ahaziah, and was king cf Hrael; and the other, was 
was fon and heir to Jehofhaphat, and reigned im Judah. | 


Kem ER 


irra apne oar gal 









=F, 
i 


err. 


earns 


RAAT AY 


£5 
as 


PP 


ATR TASCA tall 


KS 





ca 


wt 


(i) 


VEX 
Ha 


re AT 


DEN 


Ka 


* 


J 








fee a ee ee ae CT ae eae woe 
( The PROPHET ELIJAH carried upto HEAVEN 


oy haritinthe presence of hei ie ble bite 





ANA 


Cuar. IL. From the building of Soromon’s TEMPLE, fo the Basytonisn CAPTIVITY. 243 


continue with him to the laft, faying, | As the 
Lord liveth, and as thy fervant liveth, I will not 
leave thee. . 

When Elijah found the {trong attachment his 
fervant had to him, and his refolution of not 
jeaving him, he made no farther attempt to op- 

ofe his wifhes; upon which they both fet for- 
ward towards the land of Gilead, the place of 
Elijah’s nativity, and from whence he was to be 
tranflated. They were accompanied fome way 
by fifty of the prophets, who at length ftopped, 
but kept their eyes on them till they came to the 
river Jordan, which they were obliged to pafs in 
their way to the land of Gilead. On their ar- 
rival here, Elijah took off his mantle, and fpread- 
ing it over the river, the waters immediately fe- 
perated, and they paifed over on dry ground. 

After proceeding a fhort way on the other fide 
the Jordan (and {till in fight of the fifty pro- 
phets,) Elijah faid unto Elitha, 4k what 1 foall 
do for thee, before I be taken away jrom thee. 
To which Elifha replied, J pray thee, let a dou- 
ble portion of thy fpirit be upon me. Elijah an- 
fwered, Thou baft afked a hard thing: neverthelefs, 
if thou fee me when Iam taken from ther, it Soall 
be fo unto thee; but if not, it foall not be fo. 

As they went on, and were thus talking to- 
gether, there fuddenly appeared, as it were, a 
bright chariot and horfes coming towards them, 
which no fooner arrived, than it paffed between 
them, and Elijah, at that inftant, entering the 
chariot, a fudden guft of wind arofe, directed by 
angels, which tranfported him into heaven. 

Elitha, feeing his mafter afcend, cried out, AZy 
fatker, my father, the chariot of Tfrael, and the borfe~ 
men thereof! When he was no longer to be fgen, he 
rent his cloathes, and expreffed his forrow By:the 
deepeft lamentations. His grief having & little 
fubfided, he took up Elifha’s inantle, which he had 
dropped in his afcent, and returning to the river 
Jordan, fpread it over the waters, which imme- 
diately divided, and he paffed on the other fide 
in his way home. 

The fifty prophets, who faw this fecond mira- 
cle, were convinced that Elifha was endued with 
the fame fpirit that had been poffeffed by his 





§ In order to refcue the character of the prophet Elifha 
frum the objections of infidels on account of the cataftrophe 
of thefe children, it may not be improper to make fome few 
obfervations on the fubjeét. It evidently appears, from other 
paflages in fcripture, (as Gen. xiii. 8. and 1 Kings iii. 7, 
&c.) that the perfons, termed /itt/e children, were grown to 
the age of maturity, and confequently were capable of be- 
ing concerned in any riotous proceedings. Nay, their coming 
out of the city implied as much, They came out of Beth-el, 
the chief feat of idolatry ; they had ftrongly imbibed the 
prejudices of their parents, and were old enough to diftin- 
guilh between idolatry and the worthip of the true God. 
They propably had heard, if they had not feen, that Elijah 
was taken up into heaven. The prophets of the true God, 
who refided in this place, were apprited of this event before 
ithappened ; and it could not but be fuppofed that an event 
of fo aftonifhing a kind would become the chief topic of their 
converfation. 
river was undoubtedly fpread abroad during his abode at 
Jericho; and his miffion as a prophet was confirmed beyond 
difpute. They knew him to be a prophet of the true God, 
and derided him on account of his cffice ; nay, they made a 
Jet of the afcenfion of Elijah, a ftrong reprover of their ido- 
latries ; andin making a jet of that remarkable event, they 
fhat their eyes againft a miracle, which feems to have been 
Wrought to reclaim them. The words, Go up thou bald-frad, 


The manner in which, Elita had repaffed the | 


mafter; and therefore, on meeting him, they 
acknowledged him his fucceffor, and paid him 
equal refpe&. Imagining, however, that Elijah 
might be tranfported into fome diftant or defart 
part of the country, they defired permiffion td 
fend out fifty men in fearch of him, Elitha told 
them it would be to no effect; but they feeming 
to with for the indulgence required, he gave his 
affent. In confequence of this they difparched 
the fifty men in fearch of Elifha, but finding their 
efforts in vain, after a trial of three fucceffive 
days, they returned. 

In the mean time Elifha profecuted his jour- 
ney towards Jericho, whither he had no fooner 
arrived, than the people, knowing the power 
with which he was invefted, applied to him to 
remove two material difadvantages under which 
they had long laboured, namely, the brackithnefs 
of the water in the river, and the barrennefs of 
the land. Bebold, {aid they, J pray thee, the fitu- 
ation of ibe city is pleafant, as my lord feeth: but 
the water is nought, and the ground barren. Elifha 
told them to bring him a new crufe with fome 
falt in it, which being done, he went to the 
fpring of the river, and, throwing in the falr, 
faid, Thus faith the Lord, I bave kealed thefe wa~ 
ters; there Ibali not be from hence any more dearth, 
er barren land.—.—-So the waters were healed. 

It was not long after Elifha had performed this 
fingular and beneficial miracle, before another 
took place, by which it evidently appeared that 
he poffeffed, in the moft ample manner, the fame 
powers which had fo fingularly diftinguithed his 
late mafter. As he was on his way from Jericho 
to Bethel, he was met near the latter city by a 
great number of (ttle children, who feeing him 
bald, mocked him, cryingaloud, Go up thou bald- 
head, go up thou bald-bead. After Elifha had 
paffed them, he turned himfelf round, and, for 
their infolence, curfed them in the name of the 
Lord. The confequence of this curfe imme-~ 
diately took place, for two fhe-bears, rufhing out 
of a neighbouring wood, fuddenly fell on the 
children, and no lefs than forty-two were de- 
ftroyed by thofe voracious animals §, whofe 

fiercenets, 





go up thou bald-bead, plainly refer to the afcenfion of Eli- 
jah; and if our tranflators had made afe of the word a/cend, 
initead of the words go wf, this allufion would have appeared 
plainer and ftronger. What ftill aggravates their guilt is, 
that they did not meet with the prophet by accident, but 
went out with a defign to infult him, They likewife went 
in a body, which fhewed that their motive was malice, and 
their going not cafual. From hence it feems probable, that 
they went out not only to deride the prophet, but likewife to 
prevent his entering into the city. They feared he would be 
as zealous againft their idolatries as Etijah had been ; and by 
this infult they intended to free themfelves from his remon. 
ftrances. Though the prophet could not but be difpleafed 
with the infult, yet no part of the narrative will countenance 
us in fuppofing that the curfe he denounced againft them 
was owing to the peevifhnefs of his temper, or the ebullition 
of his anger. ‘Though his rage had been ever fo turbulent, 
it would not have fupplied him with power to command 
thefe favage creatures to leave the woods at an initant, and 
to come toa place they did not frequent, as a public road 
mutt be fuppofed to be, in order to dettroy thefe infolent 
youths. As his curfe would have no effeét had it proceeded 
from a peevifh temper, we have no jult caufe from his 
curfing them to fufpect, that he was agitated by any furious 
or malicious paffion. The word cur, in fcripture, has three 
different acceptations. It fignifies to ig/fi@ a curie; and in 
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fiercenefs, (according to the opinion of Bifhop 
Patrick) might have been increafed by the lofs 
of their whelps. 

From Bethel Elifha went to Mount Carmel 
(where was probably a fchool of the prophets) 
and from thence he proceeded to Samaria, where 
he had foon various opportunities of difplaying 
thofe prophetic powers with which he was in- 
vefted, as will appear from the contents of the 
enfuing chapter. 

We fhall clofe the prefent chapter with tome 
few obfervations on that remarkable event re- 
corded in Sacred Writ (and which we have, 
agreeable thereto, already mentioned) relative to 
the tranflation of the prophet Elijah into hea- 
ven; and fhall alfo point out the great affinity 
there was between him, John the Baptift, and 
Our Bleffed Redeemer. 

At the time the feparation took place between 
Elijah and his fervant Elifha, who was to fucceed 
him, it is exprefsly faid, Behol/, there appeared 
a churiot of fire, and horles of fire, and parted 
them both afunacr: and Elijab went up by a whirl- 
wind tnio Lhecvrn, 

Thefe words are certainly not to be taken in 
a literal fenfe ; nor can we prefume to enter into 
any precife explanation of them. We may fup- 
pofe, that a bright and radiant cloud, which, as 
it cfvended, might appear hike a cheriot and 
be fos, raifed Elijah from the earth, and leaving 
this globe behind, wafted him into the feats of 
the Bleffed. 

The affurnption of Elijah (as well as that of 
Enoch) appears to have becn not only to give 
the world a fenfible proof of another, and a 
better country, even an heavenly one, but alfo 
to point out the interpofition of God for the fake 
of his fervants, as well as to fignify the future 
afcenfion of his fon, who was to be the Redeemer 
of lof mankind. 

Elijah was, in various refpeéts, a type both of 
Our Saviour and John the Baptift, as will appear 
rom the following obfervations : 

J. The New Veftament fufficiently points out 
the affinity between Elijah and John the Baptift: 
nay, John is even called by the name of this 
prophet; and Chrift himfelf fo calls him in the 
encomium which he paffed upon John, Matth. 
xi. 14. .cvd if ye will receive it, this is Elijah, 
which was for to cone, "Vhe prophet Malachi 
likewife mentions his name when he prediéts 
that John was to appear before, and be the fore- 
runner of, the Meffish. Beboh!, fays he, J will 
fend yo Bijab the prophet, before the coming of 
the great and illuftrious day of the Lord, And ac- 
cordingly the angel told Zecharias, the father of 
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this fenfe God is faid to have evr/ed the ground after the fall. 
It fignifies to 7) a curfe; and in this fenfe Shimeiis faid 
to have curfed David. Lattly, it fignifies to prenounce or fere- 
tel a curfe; and in this feufe Elithais faid to have curfed the 
children. ‘The hiilorian exprefcly afferts that he curfed them 
tithe money the Lord, To JSptak in the name of the Lerd, 
is to deliver what he commands; fo prothe/y in the name of 
the Leedy is to toretel what he reveals ; and to curfe in the 
name of the ford, isto declaiea curfe which he is pleafed 
toinflck, and lias authorized the prophets to denounce: fo 
hatin cerling thefe fuppofed children, Elitha atied as a mi- 
niiter of the fupreme ruler of the world; and, by his order 
foretold the punithment that was going to be inflifted upon 
theteidolaters. His pronouncing this curfe was not the caufe 
af their cataftrophe ; but the certainty of their cataflrophe, 
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the Baptift, that his fon fhould go before the 
Meffiah, inthe fpirit and power of Elijah, to turn 
the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
difobedient to the wifdem of the juft, (Fe. So 
that Elijah was a type of John the Baptift, as to 
the fpirit and power of his miniftry 5 and that in 
fo remarkable a manner, that he is even called 
by his zame. John was, as it were, another E}j-_ 
jah in fpirit and miniftry, though not in perfon, 
and thus we may account for his anfwer, when 
the priefts and Levites fent to him; Art thoy 
Elijah, &e.? and he faid, I am not. “1 am 
not that prophet perfonally, as you expect him 
to appear, though I am come in his fpiri¢ and in 
his power, myitically, but not identically the 
fame.” 

There was fome analogy between thefe two 
great perfonages alfo in their outward garb and 
deportment; the hairy raiment and teathern 
girdle; and alfo in their lonely and mortified 
lives in the wildernefs ; and their being perfe- 
cuted by wicked princes, Elijah by Ahab and Je- 
zebel, John by Herod and his wife Herodias, 

But chiefly was Elijah a type of John in his 
fanctity, courage, and undaunted zeal for refor- 
mation; and in the fpiric and purpofe of his 
miniftry, to awaken a finful generation, to bring 
many, both of the rifing and declining age, to 
that real piety towards God, which is the fureft 
band of mutual duty to each other; to bring 
many, who were betore totally ignorant and re- 
gardlefs of duty, to the knowledge of God, 
which is the only wifdom, and can only juttify us 
in the ight of heaven. This Elijah eminently 
performed, when he caufed the people to cry, 
The Lord He is God, the Lord He is God: This 
John alfo eminently performed, when numbers 
flocked to his baptifm on the banks of the river 
Jordan, and he pointed out to the awakened pe- 
nitents the Lamb of God, who taketh away the 
Sins of the world. 

IT. But Elijah was more efpecially a type of 
CHRIST, not only with refpect to his afcenfion 
into heaven, but alfo in reference to the miracles 
he wrought; his invincible courage and zeal in 
the caufe of God; and his commiiioning: fuc- 
ceffors to carry on the work of his miniftry, after 
his departure from this world. ; 

Elijah fafted forty days and forty nights in 
mount Foreb, the place where God appeared to 
Mofes, and gave the law to his people Ifrael, and 
where alfo Moles fatted the fame length of time; 
who, with Elijah, was the only perfon of whom 
we read this extraordinary miracle, and who 
therein figured our Saviour Cfriff, the great 

prophet 








and the command of God, were the caufes of his pronouncing 
this curfe. On the whole it appear, that the perfons who 
mocked Elifha were not infants, but arrived to years of ma- 
turity: it appears that they did not infule him by chance, 
but by defign ; that they went out in crowds on pur- 
pefe ; that they mocked him becaufe he was the prophet, of 
the tuc God, from whom they had apoftat’zed ; and that he 
did not with their untimely end from a principle of revenge, 
but only piediéted it asa prophet. ‘Nhe punifhment itklf 
will appear jult, if we conlider the time, place, perfons, and 
liktwife how well it was adapted to cunvince the people o 
the heinoufnefs of idolatry, aud to :ecover them to that pu- 
rity of worfhip which their law was peculiarly intended 6 
preferve. ‘ 
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prophet and lawgiver of his people, who fafted 
forty days and forty nights in the wildernefs : 
and hence we read, that in our Saviour’s tranf- “ 
figuration on the mount, thefe two diftinguifhed || “ 
perfons appeared with him in glory ; Mofes the |} “ 
great law-giver, and Elijah the zealous reftorer of |} “ 
that law, which led to Chrift, its end and perfec- “ 
tion, and in whofe honour their refpective mi- |} “ 
niftrations terminated. ; 

Elijah was entertained by a widow, whofe fon 
notwith{tanding died, and he raifed him to life 
again: fo Chrift was entertained by Martha and 
Mary, whofe brother Lazarus neverthelefs died, 
and was alfo raifed by him from the dead. 

The fpirit of Elijah refted upon Elitha. 
He cait his mantle upon him, which had fuch 
an influence, that he left all, and followed him. |; “ 
‘Through the like miraculous influence of the |) “ 
fpirit Chrift called his apoftles, who left all, and | « 
followed him ; and upon thefe, his appointed | “ 
fucceffors, he caufed his fpirit to reft, when like 
Elijah, he afcended up before them into heaven, 
and a cloud received him out of their fight. 

We fhall conclude our obfervations on the 
prophet Elijah with the character given of him |, 
by the Author of Ecclefiafticus, who, in chap. | “ 
xlviii. x, cc. has dedicated the following enco- | se 


miums to his memory: ‘ Then ftood up Elijah 
“* the prophet, as fire, and his word burnt like a 
lamp. He brought out a fore famine among 
them, and by his zeal he diminifhed their 
numbers. By the word of the Lord he fhut 
up the heaven, and alfo three times brought 
down fire. O Elijah, how waft thou honoured 
by thy wondrous deeds? And who may 
glory like unto thee ? Who didft raife a dead 
man from death, and his foul from the place 
of the dead, by the word of the moft high ; 
who broughteft kings to deftruction, and ho- 
nourable men to their bed: ‘Who watt 
taken up in a whirlwind of fire, and in a cha~ 
riot of fiery horfes; who waft ordained for 
reproofs in their times, to pacify the wrath of 
the Lord’s judgment, before it brake forth 
into fury ; to turn the heart of the father to 
the fon, and to reftore the tribes of Jacob. 
In which laft fentence our Author alludes to 
that paffage in Malachi, chap. iv.6. Behold 
© J will fend you Elijah the Prophet, before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord; and he fhall turn the hearts of the fa- 
thers to the children, and the hearts of the 
children to their fathers, left I come and {mite 
the earth with a curfe.” 
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CHAP. IV. 


Sfeboram, king of Ifrael, makes war againft Mefba, king of Moab, in which he is affifted by Febo- 
foupbat, king of Sfudab, and the king of Edom. The confederate princes obtain a victory, om 
which the king of Moab, in a fit of cefpair, facrifices bis eldeft fon on the walls of bis own city, 
The prophet Elifha performs feveral fingular miracles. Benhadad, king of Syria, lays fiege to Sa- 
maria, the capital of Feboram’s dominions. The fiege is miraculoufly raifed. Benhadad is put to 
death by his fervant Hazael, who fucceeds him in the government of Syria, The prophet Elifha 
anoints Jebu king of Ifrael. Febu kills Feboram king of Ifrael, and Abaziah, hing of “fudab, 
Caufes Fezebel, the wife of Abab, to be put to death. Daeftroys the princes of the blood, the rela- 
tions of Abaziah, and the pricfs and temple of Baal. Febu, towards the clofe of bis reign, falls 
into idolatry, for which God fuffers kim to be punifhed by Hazael, king of Syria. He dies, and 
is fucceeded by bis fon Feboabaz, who follows his father’s fteps in idolatry, and, after an unbappy 
veign of seventeen years, pays the debt of nature. Athaliah, the daughter of Abab, the late king of 
Ireel, and widew of Feboram king of Fudab, conipires the deftruétion of the line cf David. Jebo- 
afb, the fon of Akaziah king of Fudab, is preferved by Feboiada the high-pricft, and proclaimed 
king of Ferufalem. Athaliah is put to death by order of Feboiada, through whofe means ‘Fehoafh is 
chablifocd on the throne of Fudak. 


EHORAM fucceeded his brother Ahaziah }) being fo wicked either as his father or brother. 


on the throne of Ifrael in the eighteenth 
veart of the reign of Jehofhaphat, king of 
Judah, Though he did not make any great re- 
formation in his kingdom, yet he was far from 





+ We have obferved, towards the clofe of the laft chapter, 
that when Jchoram fucceeded his brother Ahaziah on the 
tarone of Hrael, it was in the /ecord year of the reign of Je- 
horam, king of Judah. It may, therefore, be naturally 
atkhed, how can it be here faid (2 Kings iii. 1.) that he be- 
£an to reign in the eighteenth year of of Jehofhaphat, king 
of Judah? And in another place, (z Kings visi. 16.) that 
Jchoram, the fon of Jehofhaphat, began to reign over Judah 
in the fyth year of. jehoram, king of Vfrael? To ien.ove 

2t 
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He removed the idols of Baal, but the golden 


calves, erected by Jeroboam, he fuffered {till 


to remain. 
A fhort time after Jehoram had afcended the 
. throne 





this difficulty, it is only fuppofing (as is very natural) that 


. Jehofhaphat declared his fon Jehoram king, while himfclt 


was alive, and reigned in conjuncticn with him for the fpace 
of feven years. In this cafe, Jehoram, the fon of Ahab, 
might begin his reign in the /econd year of Jehoram, fon of 
Jehofhaphat, viz. in the _/econd year that he reigned with his 
tather, who was then-alive; and Jehoram, fon of Jehotha- 
hat, may be faid to have begun his reign in the f/7s of Je- 
oram, the fon of Ahab, meaning the time, when, after his 
Q44 


father's 
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throne of Ifrael, he formed the refolution of 
going to war with Maha, the then king of the 
Moabites, the caufe of which was this: The 
Moabites, from the time that David conquered 
them, continued to pay an annual tribute of one 
thoufand lambs, and the like number of rams 
(all unfhorn) to the kings of Hrael, till the death 
of Ahab ; after which they refufed to pay their 
tribute to his fon Ahaziah, who having but a 
fhort and fickly reign, was not able to reduce 
them. Jehoram, being of an active and fpirited 
difpofition, determined to recover this right, and 
therefore demanded of Mefha the accuftomed 
tribute, which being refufed, he refolved to 
bring him into compliance by force of arms. 

In confequence of this refolution, Jehoram 
firft raifed a very confiderable army, and then 
fent to Jehothaphat, king of Judah, to requett 
his aMiitance in his intended undertaking. Je- 
hofhaphat readily complied, fending for anfwer, 
Iwill goup: I am as thou art, ny people as thy 
people, and my Loris as thy horfes. 

The two kings of Hrael and Judah, having 
joined their forces, marched towards the wilder- 
nefs of Edom, where their ftrength was increaled 
by the conjunétion of the king of that part of 
the country. Thefe three princes, in order to 
furprize the enemy, took a compals of feven 
days: march in the wildernefs of Edom, when 
they found themfelves fo diftreffed for water, 
as well for their men as cattle, thar they funk 
into the utmoft defpondency. Jehoram was fo 
diftrefed in his mind, that he impatiently ex- 
claimed, .tles! that the Lord hath called tbefe 
three kings together, to del ver them into the bind 
cf Moa! But Jehofhaphat, bearing the cala- 
ity with more coolnets, afked, if there was not 
a prophet of the Lord near at hand, of whom 
they might make enquiry as well concerning 
their prefent diftreffed fituation, as the fate of 
their intended expedition. _ Being informed, by 
afervant belonging to Jehoram, that, in a tent 
without the camp was the prophet Elitha, the 
three kings immediately repaired to him. As 
foon as Elifha faw Jehoram, he faid to hin, 
What have I to do with thee? get thee to the pre- 
phets of thy father, and to the propaets of thy 
mother. Yo which Jehoram replied, Nay; for 
the Lord bath called thefe three kings together, to 
deliver them into the band of Moab. Elitha an- 
fwered, ls the Lord of [lofts liveth, before whom 
T flandt, were it not that I regard the prefence cf 
Fekojfkaphat the king of Judah, 1 would not look 
towerd ther, nor fee thee. 

Having faid this, Kiifha ordered a mufician 
to be called, and while he was playing on his in- 





futher’s death, he began to reign alone. That the kings of 
Judah and Hrael (as well as other oriental princes) were ac- 
cuitomed to appoint their fucceflors, and, even during their 
life-time, to give them ‘ome fhare in the adminiitration, is 
plain from feveral inttances: and that Jehothaphat found it 
expedient to fettle his fon in the kingdom with bimfelf, 
fcems to be intimated in 2 Chron. xxi. 3. where it is faid, 
that be gave the kingdom to Jehoram, becauje he was his firfie 
born, and gave gifts to the refi of bis jons, who, being many, 
might perhaps be forming parties, and entering into cabals 
about rhe fuccefiion to the kingdom ; and therefore, to put 
an end to ali fuch contefts, Jehofhaphat declared Jehoram 
king, while himfelf was on the throne, becauie he was his 
firtt-born. 

4 Not only the Holy Scriptures, but feveral heathen au- 
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ftrument, and finging, the prophet, being in. 
fpired by the fpirit of God, told the kirtgs ta cur 
ditches, which fhould be fupplied with a fufie 
ciency of water both for the people and their 
cattle. He moreover informed them, that God 
would enable them to overcome their enemies : 
that they fhould deftroy all their plantations, 
choak up their rivers and fountains, and lay 
wafte their country. 

Early the next morning the confederate kings 
found the prediction of the prophet ftri@ly vere- 
fied, for the ditches they had caufed to be dug 
were filled with water, fo that a plentiful re- 
frefhment was obtained both for man and beat, 

The king of Moab having heard of the in- 
tentions of the Ifraelites, and that they were on 
the way to invade his territories, marched out 
with a confiderable army to give them battle, 
and came within fight of the Mfraelites foon 
atter Elifha’s prediction came to pafs. When 
the Moabites perceived the water, which, from 
the reflection of the beams of the rifing fun, 
appeared like blood, they concluded that the 
three kings had quarrelled, that their armies had 
engaged and flain each other, and that they had 
nothing more to do than take poffeffion of the 
{poil. But they foon found themfelves miftaken, 
for when they came up to the camp of the Ifra- 
elites, in order to rifle it, they met with a recep- 
tion little expeéted, the Ifraelites immedi- 
ately falling on them with fuch courage and refo- 
lution, that*they were obliged to give way, great 
numbers were flain on the fpot, and the main 
body reduced to the neceffity of endeavouring 
to fave themfelves by a precipitate flight. 

The Ifraelites, taking advantage of this fuc- 
cefs, purfued the fugitives a confiderable way 
into their own country, in the courle of which 
they deftroyed their fortified places, choaked up 
their fprings, cut down their timber, and made 
ravage and devaftation wherever they went, The 
king of the Moabites was obliged to feek re- 
fuge in his capital city Kirharafeth, whither the 
confederate army marched, and laid fiege to the 
place. Metha, finding himtelf not able to hold 
out long againtt fo confiderable a force, refolved 
on making one bold attempt. He felected feven 
hundred of his choiceft troops, at the head of 
whom he made a defperate fally, intending to 
break through the quarters of the king of Edom. 
But this attempt proved fruiclefs, he being re- 
pulfed, and glad to fave himfelf by a hafty retreat 
to his city. ‘his circumftance fo deeply af 
fected hina, that, ina mere fic of detperation, 
he facrificed his eldeft fon ft on the walls of the 

. city 
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thors affure us, that in cafes of great extremity it was cul 
tomary amongit various people to facrifice to their gods what- 
ever was moit dcar to them. Circfar in his war with the 
Gauls telis us, that when they were afflicted with grievous 
difeafes, or in time of war, or great danger, they either of- 
fered men for facritices, or vowed that they would offer them} 
without which thzy imagined their gods could never bz ap- 
peated. In conformity with this horiid cuftom, and tJ ap- 
peafc, no doubr, as hethought, the anger of his idol Che- 
moth, the king of Moab made tnis coltly facrifice of his el- 
deft fon ; a deed which, it is plain, was held in the greatelt 
abhorrence by the Ifraelite:, wo, to prevent any mor? fuch 
facrifices, departed from him, and returned into their oss 
fand. 
e 
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city, which being feen by the Ifraelites, they 
were {truck with fuch horror at fo barbarous an 
action, that they immediately raifed the fiege, and 
retired-‘to their own country. ; : 

After the defeat of the Moabires, and the 
raifing of the fiege of Kirharafeth, . Elitha the 
prophet accompanied the king of Ifrael to Sa- 
maria, where he foon diftinguifhed his fuperior 
powers by the performance of many great and 
fingular miracles. ie 

A poor woman, widow of one of the fons of 
the prophets, complained to him that her huf- 
band had left her poor, and that not having any 
thing to fatisfy his creditors, they came to take 
away her two fons to make flaves of them §. 
Flifha afked her what fhe had in the houfe ; to 
which fhe replied, that fhe had only a pot of 
oil. Elifha bade her borrow what empty veifels 
fhe could of her neighbours, and take them 
home with her ; then to fhut herfelf up with her 
two fons, and from her little but multiplied ftore, 
to pour into the veffels till they were full. The 
woman did as fhe was commanded, and the oil 
continued to run from her own veffel till all thofe 
fhe had borrowed were filled. She then went to 
Elitha, to tell him what had paffed, and to thank 
him for his interpofition in her behalf; upon 
which the prophet told her to difpofe of as much 
of the oilas would fatisfy her creditors, and that 
with the remainder fhe might fupport herfelf 
and family. 

This miracle was foon tucceeded by another. 
Elifha ufed frequently to go to Shunam, in the 
way to which lived a very wealthy woman, who, 
taking particular notice of him, invited him to 
her houfe, and treated him with great hofpitality. 
After having called feveral times, and refrefhed 
himfelf at this woman’s houfe, when on his 
journey to Shunam, fhe began to confider him 
in a light different to the generality of mankind, 
and expreffed her fentiments on this head (as 
well as her defire to accommodate him the ber- 
ter) to her hufband in thefe words: Bebold, ({aid 
fhe) I perceive that this is an holy mau of God, 
which paffeth by us continually, Let us make a 
little chamber, I pray thee, and let us fet there for 
bin a bed, and a table, and a ftool, and a candle- 
Sick, and it fhall be, when be cometh to us, that 
he foall turn tn thither. 

The hufband readily agreed to this propo- 
fition, and when the prophet next called fhe in- 
vited him to ftay and repofe himfelf for the 
night, as he would be the better enabled to pro- 
fecute his journey the next morning. Elifha 
accepted the woman’s offer, and after refrefhing 
himielf, retired to the apartment which they had 
provided on the occafion, 

Elifha, after having been repeatedly enter- 
tained by this woman, thought it necefiary to 
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§ The Jewifh law looked upon children as the proper 
goods of their parents, who had power to fell them for feven 
years, as their creditors had to compel them to do it in 
order to pay their debts. From the Jews this cuftom was 
ipread to the Athenians, and from them tothe Romans. The 

‘omans, indeed, had the moft abfolute controul over their 
children; by the decree of Romulus they could imprifon, 
beat, kill, or fell their fons for flaves. Numa Pompilius 
mit moderated this feverity; and the emperoy Dioclefian 
made a Jaw that no free perfon fhould be fold of account of 
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make fome amends for the kind treatment he 
had received from his hofpitable ftranger. He 
accordingly one day fent to her his fervant Ge- 
hazi to acquaint her that he was defirous of 
making a grateful acknowledgment for her re- 
peated civilities, and that if fhe had any requeft 
to make either to the king, or the general of his 
army, he would readily deliver it, and doubted 
not but it would be attended with fuccefs. She 
told Gehazi that fhe lived in friendfhip with her 
neighbours, and that fhe had not any occafion to 
complain, or with for any thing more than what 
fhe then enjoyed. Gehazi returned with this 
anfwer to his mafter, who afked him what he 
fhould do for her 2? Gehazi replied, She hath no 
child, and her bufband is old. Ejlitha then ordered 
his fervant to go and fetch her to him. She ac- 
cordingly came, and as foonas Elifha faw her, he 
faid, About this feafon, according to the courfe of 
life, thou fhalt have a fon. ‘The woman at firit 
diftrufted the prophet, but foon after found chat 
fhe had conceived, and, in the proper courfe of 
time was delivered of a fon about the feafon 
predicted by the prophet. 

When the child was grown up, fo that he 
could run about, he was one day taken exceeding 
ill while he was with his father among the reapers 
in the field ; and being carried home by a fer- 
vant, he lay on his mother’s lap till noon, and 
then expired. The afflicted mother, thus bereft 
of her only child, carried him up to the chamber, 
where Elijah was accuftomed to lodge when on 
his way to Shunam, and laid him on his bed. 
Having done this fhe faddled an afs, and fet out, 
with the greateft expedition for Mount Carmel, 
where fhe knew Elifha at that time refided. 
When fhe came withia fight of the place, the 
prophet, obferving her to come in great hafte 
and diforder, and knowing her, fent his fervant 
Gehazi to meet her, and to afk if all was well. 
After giving ananfwer to this queftion, fhe haftened 
to Elifha, whom fhe no fooner faw than fhe threw 
herfelf at his feet, and, with tears flowing from 
her cheeks, related the particulars of the lofs of 
her fon. Elifha bade Gehazi take his ftaff, haften 
with all expedition to the Shunammite’s houfe, 
and Jay it on the face of the child. This, how- 
ever, was far from fatisfying the diftreffled mo- 
ther, who faid to Elitha, 4s the Lord Hveth, and 
as thy foul liveth, I will nat leave thee. Elitha, 
feeing how fenfibly fhe was affected, complied 
with her requeft, and accompanied her home. 
In the mean time Gehazi (who had arrived at 
her houfe fome time before Elitha) did as he 
was ordered by laying the ftaff on the face of 
the child. But this had not the leaft effeét, 
upon which Gehazi left the houfe in order to 
return to his mafter. He had not, however, gone 
far before he met Elifha in company with the 


woman 
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debt. The antient Athenians had the like jurifdiétion over 
their children ; but Solon reformed this crue! cuftom, as, 
indeed, it fcemed a little hard thac the children of a poor — 
man, who had no manner of inheritance left them, fhould 
be compelled into flavery, in order to pay their deceafed fa~ 
ther’s debts; and yet, that this was the cultom appears evi- 
dent from the circumttance in quetftion, the prophet, inttead 
of reproving the creditors of the woman, putting her in a 
way how to pay the debts of her deceafed hutband, 
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woman to whom he related what had paffed, 
that he had done as he had commanded him, 
but to no purpofe, for the child was net awaked. 

As foon as Elifha entered the houfe he went up 
tothe chamber where the childlay, and making faft 
the door, firft prayed unto the Lord, and then laid 
himfelf gently on the child, in which fituation 
he continued for fome time, till at length life re- 
turned, and the child, after fneezing feven times, 
opened its eyes. Elifha then called the mother, 
who immediately coming up, he faid to her, 
Take up thy fon. The woman, overjoyed at 
feeing her fon alive again, proftrated herfelf be- 
fore Elifha, then took up her child, and left the 
room; after which the prophet took his leave 
and departed. 

From this woman’s houfe Elifha went to Gil- 
gal, where at that time there happened to be a 
great dearth. There being in this place a fchool 
of the prophets, Elijah ordered his fervants to 
go into the fields, and gather herbs to make 
pottage, wherewith he intended to regale them. 
The fervants did as they were directed, but one 
of them, through miftake, inftead of wholefome 
herbs, gathered one of a very poifonous quality, 
which being fhred in with the reft infected the 
whole, fo that the young prophets no fooner 
tafted of the pottages; than they exclaimed, O 
thou Man of God, there is death in thepot! E- 
lifha, on this, ordered them to bring him fome 
meal, which being done, he threw it into the 
pot, by means whereof the poifonous quality was 
removed, the pottage became wholefome, and 
the young prophets regaled themielves with it 
without fuftaining the leaft injury. 

During the prophet’s ftay at Gilgal there came 
a man from Baal-fhalifha, who brought him a 
prefent of twenty barley loaves of the firtt- 
fruits of the harveft. Eliftha ordered the man 
to give them to the people that they might eat. 
The man, thinking fo fmall a quantity was in- 
fuficient to fatisfy the multitude, faid, Whar ! 
Should I fet this before an hundred men? Elitha 
replied, Give the pecple that they may eat : for thus 
foith the Lord: They fiall eat, and foatl leave 
thereof. The man did as he was ordered, upon 
which the people did eat, and left thereo!, according 
tothe word of the Lord. 

Thefe miracles gave fuch encouragement to 
the young prophets, that they addreffed them- 
felves to Elifha to have their habitation enlarged, 
it being too fcanty for their reception. Vhey 
therefore defired permiflion to go to Jordan to 
fetch timber for the purpofe, and begged the 

rophet to accompany them on the bufinefs, 
Elifha complied with cheir requeit, and as they 
were felling trees by the fide of the river, one 
of them accidently drapped his ax, which falling 
in, prevented him from profecuting his bufinefs. 
Not knowing what to do for the recovery of his 
ax, the man laid his complaint before Elifha, 
who afked him where it fell. The man fhewing 
him the place, he cut a ftick, and throwing it 
into the river, the ax immediately appeared on 
the furface of the water, which being taken up 








\| He defired the earth of the land, becaufe he thought it 
more holy and acceptable to God, and yroper for his fervice ; 
or becaufe he would, by this token, declare his conjuntiion 
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was reftored to the perfon who had drepped 


it. 

' But the miracle more particularly pointed out 
in the Sacred Hiftary, performed by Elitha’ is 
the following, which took place a fhort time © 
after his return to Samaria. 

Naaman, the king of Syria’s general, a man 
famous for his exploits in war, and in high 
efteem with his mafter, had long been affliéted 
with a moft violent leprofy, and had made appli- 
cation to the moft eminent phyficians of Syria, 
without obtaining the leaft relief. At length, 
his friends advifed him to get letters of recom- 
mendation from the king his mafter to the king 
of Ifrael, befeeching him to ufe his utmoft en- 
deavours to procure a remedy for his faithful fer- 
vant Naaman. The king of Syria complied 
with his general’s requeft, upon which he fet for- 
ward for Samaria, taking with him as a prefent 
to the king ten talents of filver, fix thoufand 
pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. 

As foon as the king of Ifrael had read the: 
letter delivered to him by Naaman from his 
mafter the king of Syria, he rent his clothes, 
and faid, “Am I a God, to kill and to make 
“¢ alive, that this man doth fend unto me to re- 
** cover aman of his leprofy ? wherefore confi- 
“« der, I pray you, and fee how he feeketh 2 
** quarre] againft me.” News of this being 
communicated to Elifha, he immediately dif- 
patched a fervant to the king with this meffage : 
“© Wherefore halt thou rent thy clothes ? .let him 
“* come to me, and he fhall know that there is 
‘© a prophet in Ifrael.” 

In confequence of this meffage the king re- 
ferred Naaman to the prophet Elifha, to whom 
he immediately repaired with all his attendants 
and ftately equipage. On his arrival at Elifha’s 
houfe, inftead of being received in form, as he 
expected, the prophet fent a fervant to him with 
this meflage: ‘* Go, and wath in Jordan feven 
“times, and thy flefh fhall come again unto 
‘© thee, and thou fhale be clean.” 

The proud Syrian, thinking himfelf not well 
treated, and expecting, very likely, that the pro- 
phet, by fome perfonal act, would have per- 
formed the cure, was highly offended, and re- 
folved immediately to return home. But being 
advifed by his principal attendants that fince the 
prefcription was fo eafy, and to make the expe- 
riment would not be attended with much trouble, 
he went to the river, and after having bathed 
feven times therein, tound himielf perfectly 
cured. 

Naaman, rejoiced at his unexpected recovery, 
returned to l‘hfha, to whom he acknowledged 
that there was no other God than the God of 
Hfrael. He then importunately preffed him to 
receive a prefent, but this the prophet would by 
no means accept. In grateful acknowledgment 
of the benefit received, Naaman protefted to 
Ehifha that he would never after facrifice to any 
but the God of Hrael, and then begged that he 
would give him two mules burthens of earth | 
to carry home, wherewith he might ae an 

altar. 





with the people of Ifrael in the true worfhip, and conflantly 
put himfelf,in mind of his great oblig ten to tha: God, 


from whofe'land this earth was taken. “He might have had 
indeed 
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_ To deprecate any offence that might 
ei from ene on the king his mafter when 
he went to worfhip in the temple of Rimmon, 
the idol of the Syrians, he, addreffing himfelf to 
the prophet, faid, “ In this thing the Lord 
¢ pardon thy fervant, that when my mafter goeth 
< into the houfe of Rimmon to worfhip there, 
« and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow myfelf 
© in the houfe of Rimmon: when I bow down 
« myfelf in the houfe of Rimmon, the Lord 
« pardon thy fervant in this thing.” To which 
the prophet gave him no other an{wer than this, 
Go it peace. ; ao 

The Syrian General being thus difinifled by 
Elitha, took his leave, and fet out on his return 
home. Gehazi, Elifha’s fervant, thinking it 
unreafonable that fo wealthy a perfon fhould go 
off without paying any thing for fo great a 
benefit, refolved to get fomething for himfelf, 
though his mafter had refufed the prefents of- 
fered. He therefore (unknown to any once as 
he thought) followed Naaman, and foon over- 
took him. The general, knowing him to be 
the prophet’s fervant, no fooner faw him, than he 
alighted from his chariot, and demanded his 
bufinefs. Gehazi told him, that his mafter defi- 
rej he would fend him a talent of filver, and 
two changes of garments, for two fons of the 
prophets, who, fince his departure, were come to 
vit him. Naaman, glad of this opportunity 
of making fome acknowledgment to Elitha for 
the benefits he had received, preffed Gehazi, 
inftead of one, to take two talents of filver with 
the garments. He likewife fent two of his own 
feivants to carry them hone; but before they 
came to the houfe Gehazi difmiffed them, and 
then concealed the money and garments for his 
own ufe. 

As toon as Gehazi came into the prefence of 
his mafter, he afked hirm where he had been. To 
which he replied, Thy fe, vant went no whither. 
Elifha then particularized all that had happened, 
and, as a punifhment for Gehazi’s bafenefs in 
endeavouring to impofe on him, denounced this 
fentence: That the leprofy of which he had 
cured Naaman fhould adhere to him and his 
family for ever. This prophecy immediately 
took place, and Gehazi was changed from a clean 
man into a deplorable leper. 

The prophet Elifha certainly did Benhadad, 
king of Syria, a very material piece of fervice in 
curing Naaman, his great favourite, and general 
of his army, of a confirmed leprofy. But thefe 
fervices, however they might have been confi- 
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indeed enouzh of this earth without afking any one for it, 
but he defired the prophet to give it him, as believing, per- 
haps, that he, who put fuch virtue into the waters of Ifracl, 
could put as much in the earth thereof, and make it as ufeful 
and beneficial to him in another way. . Thefe thoughts in- 
deed were groundlefs and extravagant, but yet were excufable 
tn an heathen and novice, that was not as yet fufficiently in- 
ruéted in the true religion. 

* Itis very reafonable to fuppofe that Naaman, on his 
return from Samaria, {pread the fame of Elifha fo much in the 
court of Syria, that fome of the great men there might have 
the curiofity to make a farther enquiry concerning him; and 

eing informed of his miraculous: works, they might from 

thence conclude that he could tell the greateft fecrets, as well 

as perform the wonders related of him, and that, therefore, 

in all probability, he was the perfon who gave the king of 
21 


dered at firft; were foon forgot, aad Benhadad 
gave frefh inftances of his great enmity towards 
the Ifraelites. Having raifed a very confide- 
rable army witha defign of befieging Samario, he 
opened the campaign with the ftraitagems of war 5 
and, in hopes of furprizing Jehoram’s troops; 
placed ambufcades in various parts. Bur Elifha, 
by his fpirit of prophecy, knew all his proceed- 
ings, and gave the kipg of Ifrael fuch intelli- 
gence, that all Benhadad’s ftratragems proved 
ineffetual. 

Benhadad; finding himfelf fail in every at- 
tempt by ftratagem, at firft fufpected that his 
counfels were betrayed ; but this fuipicion was 
removed by one of his officers telling him that 
Elifha (who was then at Dothan, a fimall city 
belonging to the half tribe of Manaffeh, and not 
far from Samaria) muft certainly have been the 
caufe of all his difappointments*. Benhadad, 
giving credit to the obfervation made by his 
officer, determined to feek revenge on Elifha, 
for which purpofe he fent a detachment of his 
men to Dothan to feize him and who, that very 
fame night, invefted the city: 

Elifha’s fervant trifing early the next morning, 
faw the place furrounded by a large body of 
men; not knowing of any forces to oppofe 
them, he was greatly alarmed, and, running 
haftily to his mafter, expreffed his fear and con- 
cern in thefe words: Alas, my mcfter! how fhall 
we do? Ejifhatold him to tear not; after which 
he prayed, and faid, Licr, open bis eyes that be 
may feet. This requelt was granted: the man's 
eyes were immediately opened, and he beheld a 
multitude of horfes and chariots of fire ftand- 
ing in array in order to protect them. Ejifha 
ftill continued praying to God, to defend them 
againft the enemy, the confequence of which 
was that when they atcempted to lay clofe fiege 
to the place, they were fuddenly ftruck with 
fuch a dimnefs as to lofe the power of fight. 
When Elifha found this, he perfuaded them that 
they had miffed their way, and had miftaken the 
place they were bound to; after which he caufed 
them to be led into the very midft of Samaria, 
where, at the prophet’s requeft, God was pleafed 
to open their eyes, that they might behold the 
great danger in which they were involved. 

When the king of Hrael underflood what a 
number of the enemy were in his city, and how 
much they lay at his mercy, he would willingly 
have put them all to the fword; bur Elifha by 
all means diffuaded him from it, telling him 
that, as he would hardly be fo cruel as to kill, 

in 





Ifrael intelligence of all the fchemes that had been contrived 


' to enfnare him. 


+ It is probable this young man had been buta little time 
with his maffler; no longer than fince Gehazi’s difmiffion ; 
and theretore had not feen any proofs of his mafter’s power 
in working miracles, or, if he had, the great and imminent 
danger he thought his mafter in might well be allowed to 
raife his fear, and fhake his faith; and therefore fome miracle 
was neceffary for the removal of the one, and the confirmation 
of the other. Itis allowed that angels, whether they are 
purely fpiritual, or cloathed with fome material vehicle, can- 
not be feen by mortal eyes ; and therefore as Elitha himfelf, 
without a peculiar vouchfafement of God, could not difcern 
the heavenly hoft which at this time encamped about him, fo 
he requeited of God that, for the caufes above mentioned, 
his fervant might be indulged with that privilege. 
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in cold blood, even prifonérs that were taken in 
war, much lefs fhould he fouch thofe who were 
brought into his hands by the Providence of 
God. He therefore advifed him to treat them 
with all manner of civility, and let them go: 
** Set bread and water before them (faid he) that 
“* they may eat and drink, and go to their maf- 
“ ter.” Jehoram did as the prophet directed, 
and the men, after refrefhing themfelves with the 
entertainment provided for them, returned to 
their ownc ountry.” 

As foon as thefe men got home they gave 
the king their mafter a minute account of all 
that had happened during their abfence ; on the 
reflection of which Benhadad refolved that, from 
thenceforward, he would never feek to injure the 
king of Ifrael in a treacherous manner; but, 
confiding in his own numbers and _ {ftrength, 
would engage him in open war. 

In confequence of this refolution Benhadad 
(forgetting the late kind behaviour of Jehoram 
to his fubjects, and ftill retaining a mortal hatred 
againft the Ifraclites) marched with a confide- 
rable army to Samaria, laid clofe fiege to the 
place, and in a fhort time reduced the people to 
fuch diftrefs, that an afs’s head was fold for 
fourfcore pieces of filver, and five pieces were 
given for three quarters of apint of pulfe. In 
this diftrefs Jehoram was apprehenfive that fome 
perton might inform the enemy to what a degree 
the famine had reduced them; for which reafon 
he daily walked round the fortifications, had an 
eye upon the guards, and was very attentive that 
no perfon whatever fhould enter the city with- 
out firft undergoing a proper examination. 

As Jfcehoram was one day walking on the 
walls of the city on this bufinefs, a ftrange wo- 
man called to him, and requefted his affiltance. 
The king, fuppofing the woman wanted food, 
afked her how fhe could expect him to relieve 
her, fince he had neither barns nor wine-preffes ? 
The woman told him, fhe did not folicit for 
food, but for juftice, and earnettly requefted him 
to determine a difpute between herfelf and ano- 
ther woman. The king afking her meaning, fhe 
told him that her neighbour and herfelf, having 
each a male infent, and both ready to perifh for 
want of food, had agreed to kill their children 
in turn to prevent ftarving. That her child was 
killed and drefied on the preceding day, and the 
other woman partook of it; but now that fhe 
ought to partake of her child, the woman had 
departed from her promife, and concealed 
it f. 

This melancholy tale fo affected the king, that 
he rent his clothes, and, in a fit of rage, vowed 
to be revenged on Elitha, whom he took to be 
the caufe of all the calamity. For this purpofe 
he fent an officer to take off his head, whilft him- 








+ The manner in which this melancholy flory is related in 
the feriptures is as follows: Aud as the king of Lracl aas 
paling by upon the aval’, there cricd a woman unto him, faying, 
Help, my lord, Oklag. dad be said, Uf the Lord do not help 


thee, whence fall I help thee ? out of the barn-fiocr, or out of 


the cvine-prefs? wtnd the hing faid unto her, What atleth thee? 
And fhe anrwered, This woman Jaid unto me, Give thy jon 
shat ave may cat him to-day, and we will eat my fon to-morrow. 
So we boiled my jon, and did cat hims and I faid unto her the 


neat day, Give thy fon, that we may eat him: and fhe hath\| 
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felf followed to fee that his orders were properly 
executed. ‘ 

Elifha, by the {pirie of prophecy, had_notice 
of this wicked defign againft his life ; and there- 
fore, having acquainted the people with it who 
were with him, he defired them to fecure the 
doors, that the officer might not be admitted 
till the arrival of the king. 

As foon as Jehoram came, the prophet ear- 
neftly exhorted him to have a little patience, and 
God would remove this affliction in due time, 
The king, ina fit of defpair, told him he would 
wait no longer, without trying fome expedient 
whereby to obtain relief, and that fince he 
would not offer any prayer to his God in behalf 
of the people, he would go and worfhip his fa- 
ther’s idols, who, peradventure, would deliver 
him from the great evils under which he then 
laboured. In anfwer to this the prophet affured 
him, that by the fame hour, on the following 
day, provifions fhould be fo cheap in Samaria, 
that the market price of a meafure of fine four 
fhould be only a fhekel §, and the fame fum for 
two meafures of barley. 

This prediction was credited by the king, and 
all thofe of his attendants who had feen different 
proofs of the prophet’s veracity. But one of 
the king’s favourite officers, who commanded a 
third of his army, affirmed it to be a thing im- 
poffible, unlefs God fhould rain corn from the 
clouds. ‘The prophet made him a short anfwer 
to this effect: ‘© that himfelf fhould fee the 
plenty, but fhould not be permitted to tafte 
of it;” which prediction accordingly came to 

afs. 

R It happened at this time that there were four 
leprous perfons lived without the gates of the 
city, it not being cuftomary, according to the 
ceremonial part of the law, to admit any fuch 
within the walls. The famine raged with fuch 
violence in the city that no provifions could be 
expected from that quarter; and to remain where 
they were was but to give themfelves up to the 
moft lamentable of deaths : they therefore una- 
nimoufly refolved to expofe themfelves to the 
mercy of the enemy, who would either relieve 
their neceffities, or put them to death, fo that 
their miferies would, one way or other, be foon 
terminated. 

In confequence of this refolution, before it 
was day-light the next morning, they proceeded 
towards the camp of the Syrians, whither they 
had no fooner arrived than, to their great fur- 
prize, they found it entirely deferted by the 
enemy. On the approach of the lepers, the Sy- 
rians imagined they heard the noife of chariots 
and horfes, and therefore concluded that the 
king of [frael had called in to his affiftance the 
Hittites and Egyptians, and were coming to 

furprize 





hid her fon, 2 Kings, vi. 26, &c. A melancholy ftory in- 
deed! and a terrible difplay of that Divine vengeance which 
Mofes had long before told the Hraelites would befall them, 
if they rebelled againt God. See Deut, xxviii. 53. 

§. ‘The thekel was much about the fame as three fhillings 
of our money; and though to have a meafure of fine flour 
for fuch a fum at other times would not have been reckoned 
cheap, yet, according to the then fituation of affairs, it’ was 
fg to a very wonderful degree. 
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furprize them. This conjecture threw them into 
the greateft confternation, infomuch that every 
man began to fhift for himfelf, and the whole 
army retired in confufion, leaving behind them 
their tents, cattle, treafure, and great abundance 
of all the neceffaries of life. 

The lepers, having gone throughout the camp, 
and found all fafe, firft regaled themfelves in one 
of the tents, and then carried away a great quan- 
tity of gold, and other rich effects, all which 
they buried in a hole they had dug for the pur- 
pofe. But while they were thus regaling and 
providing for themfelves they reflected that their 
countrymen were under the difinal apprehenfion 
of ftarving in the town, or perifhing by the 
enemy, and that it was but juftice to inform 
them, as foon as poffible, of the happy event 
that had taken place. We do not well, faid they 
to cach other: this day is a day of good tidings, 
and we hold our peace: if we tarry till the morning 
light, fome mifchief will come upon us: now 
therefore come, that we may go and tell the king's 
houfbold. . 

In confequence of this reflection, they imme- 
diately returned to the city, and informed the 
porter at the gate that the Syrians were fled, 
and left behind them all their tents, cattle, trea- 
fure, &c. 

Intelligence of this being foon communicated 
to the king, he immediately fummoned a council, 
to whom he gave it as his opinion, that it was 
only an artifice of the enemy to draw them out 
of the city, and that, placing themfelves in am- 
bufh, they would fuddenly fall on them, and ob- 
tain a compleat victory. The council were of 
the king’s opinion, one of whom obferved, that 
it would be proper to fend two horfemen as far 
as the river Jordan, and if their fuggeftions were 
jultly founded, and they fhould be made pri- 
foners, the lofs would not be very confiderable ; 
but, if they did not difcover any part of the 
enemy, they might reafonably fuppofe that all 
was fafe, and that they had retired-to their own 
country. 

The king readily agreed to this propofal, and 
two men, mounted on horfes, were immediately 
difpatched on the bufinefs. Ina fhort time they 
returned, with an account that not a fingle per- 
fon of the enemy was to be feen; but that there 
was plenty of corn and arms, with abundance of 
other valuable articles which the Syrians had left 
behind them. 

In confequence of this intelligence the people 
tufhed out of the city in great numbers, pillaged 
the camp of the enemy, and brought in fucha 
quantity of provifions, that, according to Eli- 
fha’s prediction, one meafure of flour, and two of 
barley, were fold each fora fhekel. The noble- 
man, who had difputed the prophecy of Elifha 
was appointed by the king to.guard the gate 
which led from the city to the camp, in order 
to prevent diforders, but the crowd preffed on 


Sarat ieremen enemas encenten ee aneennnmememeeeneemmatmemernmemnmen ane 


| The feripture does not inform us of the nature of Ben- 
hadad’s diforder; but it is very evident that it was not fo 
defperate, but that he might have recovered, had he not had 
foul play for his life. According to the account of Jofephus, 
it was no more than a fit of melancholy; for, ‘* when he 
“ came to underitand (as he tells us) that all the alarms of 


him with fuch vehemence that he was trampled 
to death ; fo that though he faw the great abun- 
dance of provifions brought to market; yet, as 
Elifha had predicted, he did not eat thereof. -— 
Thus did the Lord work a double miracle for 
his people ; at once delivering them from the 
Syrians, and giving them an unexpected fupply 
for their neceffities; fulfilling exactly the pre- 
dictions of his prophet, and thus giving the 
higheft authority to his miffion. 

After this a very fevere and long famine took 
place in the land of Ifrael, of which Elitha being 
apprized, gave his hofpitable hoftefs the Shu- 
namite warning, advifing her to go with her fa- 
mily into fome other country, till the calamity 
ceafed. Arife, faid he, and go thou and thine 
houfbold, and fojourn wherefoever thou canft: for 
the Lord bath called for a famine, and it foall 
come upon the land feven years. The woman 
took the prophet’s advice, but on her return, 
at the expiration of the feven years, found her 
eftate was feized, and in the poffeffion of 
ftrangers. On herafking for her right, and to 
be re-poffeffed of her eftate, the ufurpers refufed 
her requeft, upon which fhe went to the king, 
who happened at the time to be talking with Ge- 
hazi, the late fervant of Eliftha, and who was 
recounting to him the various miracles he had 
feen performed by his matter. As foon as Ge- 
hazi beheld the woman and her fon he told the 
king fhe was the perfon of whom he had been 
fpeaking, and the boy with her was her fon, 
whom his mafter, after he was dead, had raifed 
to life. The woman confirming what Gehazi 
had afferted, the king gave orders that her eftate 
fhould not only be reftored, but that the profits 
thereof fhould be paid her from the time the left 
it to the day of her return. 

From the miraculous raifing of the fiege of 
Samaria Benhadad was deterred from making 
any farther attempts upon Ifrael: nor do we hear 
any thing more of him in the Sacred Hiftory till 
about feven years after, when Elifha went to Da- 
maicus, the capital of Syria, to execute the order 
of. declaring Hazael king, which was originally 
given to his predeceffor Elijah. 

_ Benhadad wasat this time exceeding ill }, and 
hearing of the arrival of the prophet, whofe 
great power and abilities he well knew, he fent 
Hazael, (who was then become one of his prime 
minifters) to wait upon him with a very hand- 


fome prefent, and to enquire of him whether or 


not he fhould ‘recover fromm the ficknefs under 
which he then laboured. The prophet told hin 
that the king might recover, but that s4e Lerd 
bad foewed him. be foould furely die. Elifha then 
looking ftedfaftly at Hazael, burft into a flood of 
tears; upon which the other afked, why he 
wept. The prophet replied, Becaufe I know the 
evil that thou wilt do unto the children of Ifrael: 
their flrong holds wilt thou fet on fire, and their 
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«© chariots and horfemen, that had given fuch an irreparable 
** rout to him and his army were, in truth, only judicial im- 
* preffions of fright and terror, without any foundation, he 
** looked upon it asa declaration from heaven againit him ; 
‘* and this anxiety of thought made him as fick in body as 
“+ he was in mind,” 
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young men wilt thou flay with the fword, and wilt 
dafh their children, and rip up their women with 
child, "Wazael afked how he could be the author 
of fuch diftrefs?. To which Elitha replied, The 
Lord hath foewed me that thou foalt be king over 
Syria. 

At thefe words Hazael’s ambition took wing : 
he immediately left the prophet, and returning 
to his mafter, inftead of telling him what had 
paffed. gave him great hopes of his recovery. 
This, however, he foon took care to prevent, for 
the next morning he put him to death, by fti- 
fling him with a thick cloth app in water. 
As Benhadad had not any fon of his own, and 
Hazael was a man univerfally efteemed by the 
people, more efpecially the army, he was, without 
hefitation, declared his fucceffor. 

The next thing Elifha fet about was, to have 
Jehu anointed king of Ifrael in conformity to 
the order given to his mafter Elijah, and to the 
Divine decree of punifhing the family of Ahab 
for their manifold impieties. 

The city of Ramoth-gilead had been a place 
‘of long difpute between the two crowns of H- 
rael and Syria. Hlazael, being an ambitious 
man, foon after his acceffion, invefted the place, 
and made himfelf mafter of it; in confequence 
of which Jehoram, king of Ifrael, affifted by 
Ahaziah, king of Judah, marched with their 
forces againft him. On the firft onfet Jehoram 
received a very dangerous wound, fo that he was 
obliged to quit the army, and retire to Jezreel, 
His troops, however, continued to oppofe the 
enemy under the command of Jehu,who, in the 
king’s abfence, acted as captain-general, and, ina 
fhort time, routed the enemy, and made himfelf 
matter of the place. 

The prophet Elifha, thinking this a very pro- 
per opportunity of executing the orders left him 
by Elijah relative to the punifhment of the houfe 
of Ahab, called one of his miner prophets, 
whom he ordered to go to Ramoth-gilead, and 
there anoint Jehu, the. grandfon of Nimfhi, king 
of Ifracl. He direéted him to perform the ce- 
remony in as private a manner as poffible, and 
after he had fo done to come away with the ut- 
molt expedition. 

When the young prophet arrived at Ramoth- 
gilead he found Jchu engaged with his officers 
in confulting what fteps fhould be taken relative 
to the farther profecution of the war. On en. 
tering the place where they were affembled he 


told Jehu he had a meflage to deliver to him in | 


private. Jehu immediately retired with him 
into an inner chamber, which they had no fooner 
entered, than the prophet, taking out a vial of 
oil, poured it on his head, and then addreffed 
him as follows: ‘© Thus faith the Lord God of 
« Tfrael, I have anointed thee king over the 
*€ people of the Lord, even over Ifrael. And 
*¢ thou fhale fmite the houfe of Ahab thy matfter, 
«* that I may avenge the blood of my fervants 





* In times of peace, as well as war, it was cuftomary to 
have watchmen feton high places, wherever the king was to 
revent. his being furprized. Thus David, at Jerufalem, was 
informed by the watchmen, that his fons were efcaped from 
she flanghter of Abfalom, when he thought them all loft, 


PE 


HOLY BIBLE. Boor HE 


‘¢ the prophets, and the blood of all the fervants 
“< of the Lord, at the hand of Jezebel. I wiht 
"© make the houfe of Ahab itke the houfe of 
«¢ Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, and like the houfe 
** of Baafha, the fon of Ahijah. And the dogs 
“¢ fhall eat Jezebel in the portion of Jezreel, 
“* and-there fhall be none to bury her.” Havin 
faid this, the prophet opened the door of the 
room, and *haftily departed. 

As foon as Jehu returned to the council- 
chamber, the officers, having, from the appear- 
anee of the prophet, entertained a very mean 
opinion of him, afked who he was, and what he 
wanted. Jehu at firft gave them an evafive 
anfwer, but they feeming defirous of being par. 
ticularly informed, he related to them all that had 
paffed, told them he was a prophet, and that his 
bufinefs was, to anoint him king of Ifrael, which 
he had no fooner done, than he quitted the 
toom and haftened away. 

Notwithftanding the indifferent opinion the 
officers had before entertained of the prophet 
when they underftood what he had done, they 
confidered the matter in a very ferious light, and 
univerfally approving of the choice, immedi- 
ately declared Jehu king of Ifrael: 

The next day Jehu marched with a confide- 
rable body of forces to Jezreel, where Jehoram 
ftill continued on account of the wounds he re- 
ceived from the Syrians, and whither Ahaziah, 
king of Judah, had come to pay him a vifit on 
the occafion. 

Jehu’s intent was, to get to Jezreet before Je- 
horam could receive any intelligence of what 
had paffed at Ramoth-gilead, and there to fur- 
prife and feize him. But in this he was difap- 
pointed by means of a centinel * on the watch- 
tower of the city, who, perceiving a large body 
of men approaching, and concluding, that it 
was Jehu who commanded them, he haftily ran 
to Jehoram, and acquainted him with the par- 
ticulars of what he had feen, and his conjectures 
who they were. In confequence of this Jeho- 
ram immediately difpatched a meffenger on 
horfeback to the party, in order to know of 
whom it was compofed. The man obeyed, and 
on making enquiry relative to the ftate of the 
army, Jehu, inftead of fatisfying. him, ordered 
him to fallin the rear and join the march. The 
centinel on the watch-tower feeing the meffenger 
detained told it to the king, who immediately 
difpatched a fecond perfon on the fame errand: 
but he being likewife detained the two king: 
mounted each their chariot, and fet out to meet 
‘Jehu, who continued his march at a very regu- 
lar and moderate pace. They met (as the Pro- 
vidence of God would have it). near the vine- 
yard of Naboth the Jezreelite, and very pro- 
bably not far from the {pot where that innocent 
and injured man was ftoned to death. On their 
firft meeting, Jehoram queftioned Jehu con- 
cerning the fituation of his troops, faying, Js # 

: peace, 
ie ens ee ee ee Me 
2 Sam. xiii. 34. and therefore Jehoram, who had an army 
lying before Ramoth-gilead, had great reafon to keep & 


watchful eye upon every perfon that came to Jezreel, mor 
efpecially from that quarter. a 
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cates Sfebu? To which the other Teplied, 
What peace, fo long as the whoredoms of thy mo- 
ther Fezebel, and her witchcrafts are fo many ? 
From this anfwer Jehoram was convinced that 
Jehu had confpired againft him, and was come, 
jn an hoftile manner, to avenge the idolatry and 
wickednefs of his mother Jezebel. He there- 
fore, thinking his life in danger, turned his 
chariot, and endeavoured to fave himfelf by 
flight. Buc Jehu prevented him from effeéting, 


his defign, for at that inftant he let fly an arrow. 
at him, which penetrating his heart, he fell déad:} 
As foon as Jehu faw this he or-i: 


in his chariot. 
dered Bidkar, an officer of his guards, to throw 
the body into Naboth’s field, which was near at 
hand, and there leaveit, whereby was fulfilled 
the word of the Lord as. fpoken by the prophet 
Elijah, namely, that Ahab and his whole race 
fhould perifh on the very fpot, which he ‘had 
unwarrantably ufurped from Naboth. 

When Ahaziah, king of Judah, faw the fate 
of Jehoram, he attempted to make his efcape, 
but was purfued by a party of Jehu’s men, who 
came up with him at Gur, and, as he was fitring 
in his chariot, gave him a mortal wound, fo 


that, as foon as he reached Megiddo, he died. ' 


His remains were removed to Jerufalem, and 
there interred in the royal fepulchre of his an- 
ceftors. He reigned over Judah not quite two 
years, and was fucceeded by his mother Atha- 
liah, who, being an ambitious and enterprizing 
woman, ufurped the throne. 

In the mean time Jehu made the. beft of his 
way to Jezreel, where Jezebel, the queen-mo- 
ther, refolving to keep up her grandeur to the 
laft, had drefied herfelf in her belt attire, and 


fixed herfelf at a window of. the gate of the city: 


in order to view the proceffion. As foon as Jehu 
came oppofite to the window fhe upbraided him 
with treachery, and reminded him of the un- 
happy fate of Zimri, who flew his king and 
mafter Elon. Jehu, without making her any 
anfwer, called out to her attendants, demanding 
them immediately to throw her down. 
with her two or three eunuchs, who being terri- 
fied at the peremptory demand of Jehu, and the 
fight of his formidable attendants, immediately 
obeyed his orders ; the walls of the tower, againft 
which the ftruck in falling, were ftained with her 
blood, and when her body fell to the ground it 
was fo trampled on by the horfes as ta be quite 
disfigured. Soon after Jehu ‘arrived at the pa- 
lace, he gave orders, in refpe& to the exalted 
ftation of Jezebel +, that her domeftics fhould 
caufe her remains to be buried with the honours 


oO 


+ Jezebel was the daughter of Eth-baal, king of Tyre; 
the wife of Ahab, and the mother-in-law of Jehoram. king 


of Judah, and the aunt of Ahaziah, who was likewife king 
of Judah. 


1 Befides the accomplifhment of the Divine ‘décree, Jehu - 


had this farther defign in requefting this cruel fervice of the 
tulers, elders and great men of the nation, viz. that there-" 
by he might engage them in, the fame crime and confpiracy 


With himfelf:-for, by prevailing with them to murder 
fnab’s kinfmen in this manner, he tied them to his intereft 
Cclofe, 


, y, that if any of the inferior people had been in- 

elined to oppofe his defigns, they were, by thefe means, de- 

Prived of any man of -figure and diftiné@tion to head them ; 

and not only fo, but by this expedient, Jehu thought like- 
32 


_throne of Ifrael. 
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due to her rank ; but whenthey went to feek for 
her body, they found only a part of the fkull, 
the palms of her hands, and her feet, the_reft 
having been devoured by dogs. When Jehu 
was informed of this circumftance it gave him 
an additional veneration towards the prophecies 
of Elijah, who had foretold that, in the portion 
of Fezreel foould dogs eat the flefo of Fezebel. 

Jehu, having fettled himfelf in the quiet pof- 
feffion of Jezreel, fet about devifinge means for 
a total extirpation of the family of Ahab. There 
were at this time feventy fons of that prince in 
Samaria, under the direction of the nobles, el- 
ders, and other great nen of the city. Jehu, to 
effect his intentions, wrote letters to thefe guar- 
dians of the princes, defiring them to chufe out 
one, whom they thought moft fit, to fet on the 
This he did to found their 
inclinations ; but they, being well aware of his 
intent, and not unacquainted with the fate of the 
two kings, Jehoram and Ahaziah, returned him 
a very fubmiffive anfwer, in which they declared 
themfelves at his devotion. We are thy fervants, 
faid they, aud will do all that thou fhalt bid us; 
we will not make any king: do thou that which 
ts good in thine eyes. 

This declaration was highly agreeable ty Jehu, 
who determined to take immediate advantage of 
it. He accordingly wrote other letters to the 
governors and guardians of the feventy princes, 
commanding them to fend him their heads t the 
next day to Jezreel. If ye be mine, faid he, and 
tf ye will bearken unto my v-ice, teke ye the beads 
of the men your. mafter’s fons, and come to me to 


| ‘Yezreel by to-morrow this time. 


The nobility and elders of Samaria ftrictly 
complied with this fecond demand of Jehu. 
They immediately ordered the heads of all the 
princes to be cut off, and, putting them in 
bafkets, fentthem to Jezreel. Jehu, being in- 
formed of their arrival, told the meffenger to 
lay them in two heaps at the entrance of the 
city, and there lec them remain that night. The 
next morning he went to the place, and, after 
viewing the heads, thus addreffed the people : 
Ye be righteous: behold, I confpired againft my 
mafter and flew him: but who flew all thefe §? 

The next ftep Jehu tbok was, to deftroy all 
that remained of Ahab’s family in Jezreel. This 
he did with the ftricteft feverity, not only putting 
‘to death fuch as even defcended from him, but 
likewife the great men of his court, together 
with all his friends and priefts, fo that not a 


‘fingle perfon who had been any ways attached to 


Ahab, or his family, was left. 
- Having 
A Ad at inch neacaatnin nist 


wife that he might, in a great meafure, juftif, > at leat 
the odium of his own conan ete nue 
§ This was as much as to fay, ‘* I own, indeed, that I 
“* was a great inftrumenc in taking off the late king; but 
** am I more culpable than.are the friends, the counfellors 
** the officers of Ahab? 1 pretend not to conceal my fault; 
** but ore approbation, ce the principal’ men of the na- 
** tion have given it, in taking up arms again the h 
s* Ahab, and the wonderful Gcecls shat “has ee 
‘* enterprize of mine, are not thefe certain proofs that God 
has raifed one up to execute his decree in this refped? 
And ought you not to acknowledge, in xis cafe, the ine 


«e 


_ terpofition of his hand 2?’ 


Sfft 
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Having done this Jehu left Jezreel, and fet 
out for Samaria, the capital of the Ifraelitifh do- 
minions. On his way he overtook a company, 
confifting of forty-two people ; and afking them 
who they were, and where they were going, they 
replied, that they were relations of Ahaziah, 
king of Judah, and were going to pay a vifit to 
the court of Samaria, being ignorant of the 
fate of the two late kings, Jehoram and Aha- 
ziah. As foon as Jehu underftood who they 
were, he ordered his guards to feize them, and the 


whole forty-two people were immediately put to 


death. 

When Jehu had got fome way farther, he met 
Jehonadab, the fon of Rechab, a man of great 
firiétnefs and fobriety of life, who applauding 
his zealous endeavours for extirpating the 
race of Ahab, he took him into his chariot, 
faying, Come with me, and fee my zeal for the 
Lord, 

The firft thing Jehu did after his arrival ar 
Samaria was, to put to death all the defcendants 
of Ahab that could be found in that city, fo that 
in a fhort time the whole race were totally extir- 
pated. He next formed the refolution of de- 
{troying the temple of Baal, together with all 
the falfe prophets and idolatrous priefts, which 
defign he carried into execution by the folowing 
ftratagem. Calling together an affembly of the 
people, he told them that he was determined to 
pay amore ftrict attention to the worfhip of Baal 
than had been hitherto obferved : hab, faid he, 
ferved Baal a litth ; but Febu feall ferve him 
much, Ye then iffued out a proclamation, in 
which he told the people that he intended to 
offer an uncommon facrifice to Baal, and com- 
manded all his priefts, prophets and worthippers, 
on pain of death, to be prefent at the folemnity. 
The people ftridtly obeyed this inyuction, and on 
the appointed day affembled at the temple, when 
the pricfts and prophets were prefented with 
thofe veftments in which they. were accuftomed 
to be habiced at the performance of their reli- 
gious ceremonies. When Jehu arrived at the 
temple, accompanied by Jehonadab, he found 
it full even from one end to the other, fo itriétly 
did the people pay obedience to his proclama- 
tion |}; and on his entering it, he commanded 
all perfons to leave it who were not the true wor- 
fhippers of Baal. This being done the priefts 
proceeded to perform their ufual ceremonies, 
with which they went on without interruption 
for fome time, till at length, having made an end 
of offering up the burnt-offering, they were fud- 
denly furprized by a great number of Jehu’s 
guards, who, by his orders, put every one 
of them to the fword. After this they 
broke down the image of Baal, together with 





—— 


{{ It may be afked how al] the worfhippers of Baal could | 


be induced, after Jehu’s conduct, toaffemble together? To 
which it may be replied, that as Jehu was a perfon of known 
indifference in matters of religion, who in this refpeét had 
always conformed to the humours of the court, and in the 
reign of king Ahab had been a ftrenuous worshipper of Baal, 
the people ceuld not tell when they read his proclamation 
of a great fealt to Baal, but that he had returned in good 
earneft to the religion which he had once embraced, and only 
deferted for a time, in complacency to others. 


But whether | 
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all the other images in the place, the whale 
of which they formed into one pile and committe 
tothe Hames. They then totaly deftroged the 
temple, and, that: the place whereon it: Mood 
might, in future ages, be looked upon as defi. 
cable, they adapted it for the reception ‘of all 
kinds of filth. 

Thus did Jehu entirely deftroy the family of 

Ahab, and the worfhip of Baal, inthe kingdom 
. of Ifrael; which proceedings were highly ap. 
‘ praved of by the Almighty, who was pleafed to 
entail the crown of Ifrael on Jehu’s family to the - 
. fourth generation. 
. Though Jehu had given fome very ftrong 
proofs of wifhing to root out idolatry, yet there 
was little ftability im his heart. Policy prevailed 
againft religion, and he was induced to. continue 
the Old idolatry, even where he had deftroyed 
the New. He fuffered the galden calves, which 
had been fet up by Jeroboam, ftill to remain, 
and laid not the lexft reftraint on thofe who wor- 
fhipped them. Thefe negligences gave great 
offence to God, who, to make him fenfable of 
his difpleafure, was pleafed to ftir up Hiazael, 
king of Syria, to invade his country. He took 
feveral of his frontier towns, by which he opened 
a way to make ravages in various parts of his 
kingdom, efpecially in the country beyond Jor- 
dan, where the tribes of Manafteh, Gad and 
Reuben in particular fuffered the moft violent 
oppreffion. 

In a word, we may fay of Jehu thar, as his 
conduét was of a mixed nature, fo God rewarded 
his obedience, but punifhed his idolatry. He 
continued to be harafled by Hazael during the 
remainder of his reign, the whole of which was 
twenty-eight years, when he died, and was bu- 
ried in the city of Samaria. 

Though Jehu did well in executing that which 
was right in the fight of God with refpect to the 
abolition of the worfhip of Baal, yet he was cer- 
tainly a bad man in his heart. His obftinately 
perfilting in the fin of Jeroboam, by preferving 
the golden calves, and rather countenancing than 
endeavouring to reftrain thofe who worfhipped 
them, may be juftly alledged againft him as an 
argument of his falfe-heartednefs in all the other 
actions of his life. The reafons why he conti- 
nued in this kind of idolatry were much the fame 
as thofe given by the inftitutor, namely, left, by 
permitting his fubjects to go to the place ap- 
pointed for Divine worfhip, he might open a 
way for their return to the obedience of the houfe 
of David; and not only fo, bur difoblige like- 
wife a great part of the nobility of the nation, 
who, by this time, had been long accultomed, 
and warmly attached, to the worfhip of the gol- 
den calves. Herein, however, he made a clear 

difcovery 


they deluded themfelves into this perfuafion or not, they 
knew by experience that Jehu was a min of a fierce an 
bloody temper, who would not fail to pur his threats into eC 
écution; and therefore reading in the fame proclamation, 
Whofeever foall be veanting, be feall not live, they found 
them/elves reduced to this fad dilemma, either to go or dies 
and therefore they thought is the wifeit method to run the har 
gard, and throw themfelves upon his mercy; having this # 
leaft to plead for themfelves, that they were not difchedient 
to his commands. : aoa : 
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difcovery of his folly and his fin, in not daring 
to truft God with the prefervarion of that king- 
do:n, which he had fo freely beftowed upon him. 
For thefe tranfgreffions he was feverely punifhed, 
his fubyeéts rendered miferable, and his reign in- 
gloriouy clofed. 

: Jehu was tucceeded on the throne of Ifrael by 
his fon Jehoahaz, who, to preferve the crown 
from uniting with that of Judah, purfued the 
fame methods his predeceffor had done with 
refpe&t to worfhipping the golden calves. For 
this God was pleafed to affiiét both him and his 
people, by delivering him into the hands of Ha- 
zael and his fon Benhadad (the third Syrian king of 
that name) who reduced him to to low an ebb 
that he had no more than fifty horfemen, ten 
chariots, and ten thoufand foot foldiers left. At 
Jength, from the many defeats he had received, 
and the grievous oppreflion under which he la- 
boured, grown weary of life, as well as govern- 
ment, after a very troublefome reign of feven- 
teen years, he died, and was fucceeded by his 
fon Joafh.—The particulars that attended the 
reign of this prince we fhall referve for the next 
chapter; and here return to relate fuch occur- 
rences as took place in the kingdom of Ju- 
dah. 

When Athaliah, daughter of Ahab king of 
Ifrael, and widow of Jechoram king of Judah, 
was informed of the devattations which Jehu had 
made in the iniquitous family of her father, the 
formed the refolution of revenging their deaths 
by fo effectually extirpating the line of David, 
as not to fuffer a man to efcape her vengeance 
who fhould boaft an hereditary claim to the 
throne of Judah. To effect this fhe gave orders 
that not only the children of Ahaziah, but like- 
wile their offspring, fhould be all put to death. 
Thefe orders were accordingly put in execution, 
but, from a circumftance that occurred, were not, 
as fhe intended, fully accomplifhed. At chis 
time Jehofheba, the fifter of Ahaziah, by the 
father’s fide, was married to Jehoiada the high- 
prieft; and while Athaliah’s executioners were 
murdering all the reft, the hole away Jehoahh, 
the fon of Ahaziah, and fecretly conveyed him 
to her own dwelling. From hence fhe removed 
him to an apartment in the temple, where fhe 
kept him concealed, (unknown to any perfon 
whatever except her hufband) during the whole 
fix yeas »€ Athaliah’s reign over Judah. 

Atter the expiration of fix years Jehoiada, un- 
cle to Jehoat, refolved to place his nephew on 
the throne of his anceftors. To effect this he 
got over to his intereft molt of the officers of 
the army, together with many of the leading 
men of the kingdom, whom he prevailed on to 
unite their endeavours towards invefting the 
young prince with the regal dignity. Having 
bound themielves by an oath of fidelity and 
fecrecy, they difperfed in order to fummon the 
priefts, Levites, and principal men of the tribes, 
in the name of the high-prieft, to meet, with all 
expedition, at Jerufalem. As foon as they were 
aflembled Jehoiada informed them that, on con- 
dition of engaging in an oath of fecrecy, he would 
communicate to them a matter of the higheft 
importance to the public weal, wherein he fhould 
have occafion to requeft their aftiftance. He 
then adminiftered the gath to them; after which, 
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pointing to Jehoath, he addrefled them in words 
to this effeét: ‘“ Behold your king: he is the 
** only furviving branch of the houfe of David, 
‘© whofe pofterity it was promifed fhould reign 
“aver us. It is my advice that you divide 
‘* yourfelves into three parties, one to guard 
“* the perfon of the king, and the other two to 
** fecure the gates of the temple, that none may 
‘“* be permitted to enter (except the priefts and 
“ Levites) on pain of death.” 

The whole affembly unanimoufly approved 
of the conduct of the high-prieft, whofe next 
bufinefs was, to open a magazine which had been 
depofited in the temple by David, and to deliver 
to them arrows, lances, and other implements of 
war. The different parties being placed in their 
refpective fituations, Jehoiada brought forth 
the young prince, placed the crown on his head, 
put the book of the law into his hand, anointed 
him, and then proclaimed him king of Judah, 
the people expreffing their approbation bythe 
loudeft acclamations. 

The fhouts of the people reaching the palace 
greatly alarmed Athaliah, who, immediately fum- 
moning her guards to affemble, repaired to the 
temple, where fhe gained a ready admittance, 
but her attendants were not fuffered to accom- 
panyher. As foon as fhe entered the place, to 
her great furprize fhe faw the young king feated 
on a throne which had been erected for the pur- 
pofe, the crown of royalty on his head, and the 
people and great men about him expreffing their 
Joy on the occafion. Such an unexpected fight 
we may very naturally fuppofe ftung Athaltah to 
the quick, who, after rending her cloaths, vehe- 
mently cried out Lreafin, trezfon. But Jehoiada 
foon filenced her. He ordered the guards im- 
mediately ro conduét her out of the temple, and 
put her to death, faying, that place was not to 
be polluted by the blood of a perfon fo aban- 
doned to wickednefs; and that whoever made 
any attempt to refcue or affift her fhould be put 
to the fword. In obedience to thefe orders, the 
guards conducted Athaliah to the ftable-gate be- 
longing to the palace, where, without any op- 
pofition, they put her to death. 

As foon as the fentence pronounced by Je-. 
hoiada was executed upon Athaliah, he again 
affembled the populace in the temple, and ad- 
miniftered to them the oath of allegiance to their 
new king. He then made two covenants, one 
between the Lord, and the king and the people, 
and the other between the king and the people 
only. By the firft of thefe the people were to 
reftore the true worfhip of God, continue ic, and 
root out all idolatry. The other was, that the 
king fhould govern according to law, and that 
the people fhould pay a proper reverence to him 
as their legal fovereign. 

Thefe ceremonies being over the whole mul- 


| titude haftened to the tempe, which Jehoram and 


his wife Athaliah had built during the reign of 
Ahab king. of Ifrael, near Jerufalem, and de~ 
dicated to the idol Baal. After deftroying the 
image of Baal, and every kind of ornament 
within, they levelled the whole ftruéture with 
the ground, and put to death one Matan, a 

prieft, who was then in waiting. 
Jehoiada, agreeable to the inftitution of Da- 
vid, committed the care of the temple of Jeru- 
falem 
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officers, followed by the whole multitude, con. 
duéted the young king to the palace, feated him 
on the royal throne, and put him into quiet pof 
feffion of the kingdom of Judah. 
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falem to the priefts and Levites; and, according 
to the law ae Mofes, appointed a folemn facri- 
fice and incenfe to be offered each day. Having 
made thefe and fome other reforms in the fervice 


of the temple, Jehoiada, with all the rulers and 
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Feboalh reigns well during the life of bis uncle Febciada. 


V. 


Ele collects money to repair the tenple, 


He fuffers the people to forfake the true worfhip of God, for which ke is greatly diftreffed by 


Hazael king of Syria. 
Iwo of bis domeftics. 

that murdered bis fatker. 
10,000 men whom he bad taken prifoners. 


He is affliéted with a moft violent diftemper, and at length affaffinated by 
Amaziah, bis fon fucceeds him in the government, and punifbes the two men 
He engages the Edomite:, obtains a compleat vittory, and puts to death 
He falls into idolatry, is vanquifoed by Joafh king of 
Tfrael, and afterwards murdered by his own fubjeéts. 
who beficws on him bis blefing, and affures him of viétory over his enemies. 
dead man, by being placed in Elifba’s tomb, and touching his body, is reftored to life. 
gages the king of Syria, and obtains a viftory three different times. 


‘Sfoafe pays a vifit to the prophet Elifoa, 
Death of Elifha. A 


Focfh en- 
He dies, and is fucceeded by 


bis fon ‘feroboam, who enlarges the kingdom of Ifrael, and after whofe death an inter-reguum 


takes place of twenty-two years. 


EHOASH, king of Judah, began his 
reign when feven years of age, at which time 
Jehu was in the feventh year of his reign over 
Ifrael. He was a juft and religious prince fo 
long as the good prieft Jehoiada lived, and ref- 
tored the worfhip of the true God; but he did 
not deftroy the altars that were erected in the 
high places. 

Some time after Jehoafh had been on the 
throne of Judah he formed the refolution of 
repairing the temple, which had fuffered great 
injury in the days of Jehoram and Athaliah, 
For this purpofe he directed his uncle Jehoiada 
to fend certain priefts and Levites to the feveral 
parts of his dominions, in order to raife a fupply 
of money for repairing the temple, which was to 
be done by laying a tax on the people at a certain 
fu per head. 

Jehoiada being convinced that the people 
were not in a difpofition to apply their money 
towards the ends propofed, omitted to put the 
King’s commands in force, and they remained 
unexecuted till the twenty-third year of his reign. 
Jehoafh then fent for the high prieft, together 
with the priefts and Levites, whom he cenfured 
for their negligence, and repeated his orders for 
having them fet about the neceffary methods for 
raifing the contribution required. 

A variety of expedients were fuggefted by 
Jehoiada for railing the money ; and at length 
he adopted the following, as promifing to be 
the leaft burthenfome to the people. A cheft 
made of wood was placed over the altar, through 


the cover of which was cut a flit for the purpofe | 


of admitting donations; which being done, it 
was recommended ‘to the people ta contribute 
towards the intended work in proportion to their 
zeal for the holy religion.. The public. being 
perfectly fatisticd with this mode of colle@ing 


a 


the neceffary fum, brought contributions of gold 
and filver in great abundance. The high-prieft 
was entrufted with the key of the cheft, which, in 
the prefence of the king, was opened every day ; 
and after the money was counted it was re- 
giftered by the clerk of the treafury. When it 
was found that fufficient treafure was accumu- 
lated for beginning the work, mafons, carpenters, 
and other artificers were employed, and in a fhort 
time every breach throughout the whole building 
was compleatly repaired. 

About this time the good and pious Jehoiada, 
high-prieft, and uncle to the king, paid the debt 
of nature in the 13oth year of his age. He was 
univerfally beloved by the people, and in confi- 
deration of his fteady attachment to the houfe 
of David, and his exemplary virtues, his remains 
were depofited in the fepulchre of the kings. 

The death of Jehoiada was productive of 
fatal confequences both to the king and people. 
The heads of the court, who were idolaters in 
their hearts, taking advantage of the weaknefs 
of Jehoafh, by their crafty management and 
infinuations, firlt obtained a licence for them- 
felves to worfhip fuch idols as they fhould think 
fit, and then procceded to delude him into the 
like apoftacy. Thefe exa nples foon operated on 
the people in general, who, forfaking the temple 
of the Lord, addicted themfelves to the worthip 
of idols and groves confecrated to falfe gods, to 
that the true and eftablithed religion was held in 
the utmoft attempr. 

Thefe impieties were highly offenfive to God, 
who was pleated to fend feveral prophets, to ¢x- 


‘poftulate both with the king and people on their 


abominable apoftacy, and to threaten them with 
afevere punithment, unlefs they immediately 
reformed, and returned to the true religion. But 
the vengeance denounced again{t them, and the © 
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repeated examples of the fate of their prede- 
ceffors and families, upon whom the ; judgments 
of heaven had been inflicted as a punifhment for 
the enormity of their crimes, were not fufficient 
to effect a reformation. At length, the propher 
Zachariah, fon to Jehoiada the late high-priett, 
and uncle to the king, was induced to remon- 
{trate againft the general impiety. This he did 
in fuch ftrong terms, that the king was offended 
at his freedom, and, forgetting the kindnefs of 
his father and mother, to whom he was indebted 
for his own life, gave orders to have him de- 
ftroyed. A band of ruffians were appointed to 
put thefe orders in execution, who, meeting 
with him in one of the courts of the temple, 
{toned him to death. Zachariah, with his dyin 
breath, appealed to God as his judge and witnefs 
that he Fi rered only for having adminiftered 
good counfel, and for being the fon of a man 
who had effectually laboured in the fervice of 
is king and country. 

ee vas not long peters the great avenger of all 
violence and wrong was pleafed to punifh Je- 
hoafh for his bafe treatment of his fervant and 
prophet Zachariah. The very next year Ha- 
zael, king of Syria, marched with a confiderable 
army into his dominions, and having made him- 
felf mafter of Gath, proceeded towards Jeru- 
falem, killing in his way all the princes and 
great men who had feduced their king to idola- 
try. Jehoaftt was in no condition to make any 
refiftance : and therefore, to redeem himfelf from 
the miferies of a fiege, he took all the rich 
veftels which his anceftors had devoted to the 
fervice of God, and all the gold that was laid up 
in the treafures of the temple (befides what was 
found in the royal treafury) and fent them as a 
prefent co Hazael, in order to prevail on him 
to withdraw his troops. 

The largenefs of the bribe tempted Hazael, 
who, accepting it, immediately returned with 
his forces to Damafcus. But the next year the 
Syrians again marched into the territories of 
Judah, and though Hazael was not with them, 
they defeated the forces which Jehoafh fent 
againft them, made great havock in the country, 
entered Jerufalem, put fome of the princes and 
rulers to the fword, and treated Jehoafh himfelf 
with no {mall indignity and contempt. . 

But this was not all the punifhment to be in- 
flicted on the wicked Jehoafh. No fooner was 
the Syrian army departed than the diftemper, or 
rather a complication of diftempers with which 
fome time before God had afflicted him, grew 
worfe and worfe, fo that he was at length obliged 
to be confined in his bed. | While he was in this 
fituation Zabad and Jehoz¥bad *, two of his own 
fervants, took the opporcunity of murdering 
him, in revenge for the death of the prophet 





* Thefe two murderers, whofe fathers were Jews, but their 
mothers aliens, (the one being a Moabitefs and the other an 
Ammonitefs) were probably of the king’s bed-chamber, and 
having conitant accels to him, might more eafily accomplith 
their defign. However, the king was fo weak and feeble 
that he could not make any refiftance, and had fallen into 
fach contempt and difeiteem, that his guards cared not what 

came of him. 

t It appears that thefe two affaffins continued to be men 
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Zachariah. Jehoafh reigned forty years, and 
was buried in the city of Jerufalem; but his 
impious courfes had rendered him fo obnoxious 
in the eyes of the people, that his body was de~ 
nied a place in the royal fepulchre. 

Jehoafh was fucceeded ia the government of 
Judah by his fon Amaziah; who, at the time of 
his acceffion, was twenty-five years of age. For 
fome time he behaved tolerably well, though he 
followed the example of his predeceffors, in 
fuffering the high places to remain, and permit- 
ting the people there to offer facrifice and burn 
incenfe. 

When Amaziah found himfelf fully eftablifhed 
on the throne, he very juftly took revenge of 
the two traitors who had murdered his father, by 
ordering them to be put to death ¢. Hedid not, 
however, do any injury to their children, becaufe 
it was contrary to the law of Mofes, which ex- 
prefsly fays, The fathers fhall not die for the chil- 
dren, neither fhall the children die for the fathers, 
but every man foall. die for his own fin. : 

Amaziah, having thus revenged the death of 
his father, directed ‘his attention to the political 
ftate of his kingdom. The Edomites, in the 
reign of Jehoram, king of Judah, had revolted 
and chofen a king for themfelves, in which ftate 
they remained till the prefent time; when Ama- 
ziah formed the refolution of reducing them to 
their former fubjeétion. For this purpofe he 
new-modelled his army, and upon a general 
mufter found them to be no lefs than 300,000 
fighting men. But not thinking thefe fufficient 
for the intended expedition, he hired a great 
number of Joafh king of Mrael, for which he 
paid him the compliment of an hundred talents 
of filver. 

When Amaziah had got his combined army rea- 
dy for marching againft the Edomites, he received 
a vifit from a prophet, who, by the direction of 
God, diffuaded him from employing the auxi- 
liaries borrowed of Joafh king of Ifrael, upon 
which he immediately difcharged them, and re- 
folved to attack the Edomites with his own peo~ 
ple only. 

The hired fubjeéts of the king of Ifrael, 
thinking themfelves fhamefully difmiffed, were 
greatly exafperated againft Amaziah; and there- 
fore in their return home, they plundered all the 
towns in their way belonging to Judah, killed 
no lefs than three thoufand. men, and carried 
away a confiderable booty, in order to. make 
amends for the plunder they had promifed them- 
felves in going againft the Edomites. 

In the mean time Amaziah, at the head of his 
own forces only, marched againft the revolters. 
The two armies met in the valley of Salt f, 
where a defperate battle enfued, which proved 

greatly 





who poffelfed great intereft and power at court, even after 
they bad murdered their king 3 for his fon retained them in 
his fervice for fome time, nor durft he venture to execute 
juftice on them until he was well fettled in his authority, and 
divefted all thofe of power who were their friends and aber. 


tors, — : 
t The Valley of Salt Jay towards the land of Edom, an& 
was fo called either from the falt {prings, which were theree 
in, or from falt being dug up in the place. 
Tee 
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greatly in favour of Amaziah, who flew ten 
thoufand on the fpot, and took ten thoufand 
prifoners. From hence he marched to Selah, 
the metropolis of Arabia Petra, of which he 
foon poffeffed himfelf, and, from the top of the 
rock whereon the town ftood, caufed the ten 
thoufand, whom he had made prifoners, to be 
thrown head long down, fo that they were all 
dafhed to pieces. 

Amaziah, elated with his conqueft over the 
Edomites, and claiming too much merit té him- 
felf, forgot the God of battle, and relinquifhed 
the true worfhip of his Divine protector for that 
of idolatry ; for, on his return to Jerufalem he 
brought with him the idols of Edom, to which 
he paid adoration, and offered incenfe. This 
fo highly offended the Almighty that he fent a 
prophet to reprove him for his apoftacy; but 
inftead of paying any regard to what he faid, he 
bade him hold his tongue, threatening if he did 
not, he fhould be putto death. The prophet 
told him he would defift, but that the vengeance 
of heaven would be the certain confequence if 
he perfifted in his idolatry. 

A thort time after this Amaziah, having re- 
folved to refent the affront put upon him by the 
fubjects of the king of Ifraecl, whom he had dif- 
miffed from affifting him againit the Edomites, 
and who had committed fuch ravages in different 
parts of his dominions in their return home, fent 
a very haughty letter to Joath, in which he chal- 
lenged him to meet and engage him in a pitched 
battle. Joath treated this meffage with the ut- 
moft contempt, and, in return, fent Amaziah a 
parabolic anfwer to this effect: “A thiftle, 
“ (faid he) that grew on Mount Iebanon fent, on 
«a certain time, to a cedar tree growing on the 
« fame fpot, faying, Give thy daughter in mar- 
“ riage co my fon; at which time a wild beat 
“ pafling by trod the thiftle to the ground. 
« Learn hence to lower your ambition, nor aim 
« at things fo much above you. Be cau- 
« tious left your pride, on having conquered the 
« Edomites, fhould lead you to fuch actions as 
“« may, in time, produce the lofs of your king- 
«© dom and life.” 

This anfwer enraged Amaziah to the higheft 
degree, and Providence leaving him to the influ- 
ence of his own paffions, he made all the ne- 
ceffary preparations for engaging the army of 
the Ifraclices. When Joath found that Ama- 
giah perfifted in his intentions of fighting, he 
marched with his forces againtt him, and the two 
armies met at a place called Bethfhemeth, a town 
belonging to the king of Judah's dominions, 
The troops were no fooner drawn up on cach 
fide than thofe of Amaziah were fo difpirited, 
that they gave way on the firft onfet, and con- 
fulting their own fafety, immediately fled, leaving 
their king to the mercy of his antagonitt §. 


a 


§ ‘The manner in which Jofephus relates the defeat and 
captivity of Amaziah is as fullows:  ‘* No fooner (fays he) 
«© were his men advanced within fight of the enemy, but 
‘© they were inflantly ftruck with fuch terror and coniterna~ 
“tion, that they turned their backs without ftriking a blow; 
“and, flying feveral ways, lett Amaziah prifoner in the 
«© hands of his enemies, who refufed to give him quarter 
“< upon any other terms, than that the citizens of Jerufalem 
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Amaziah being thus a prifoner to Joafh, the 
latter marched with his army in great triumph 
to Jerufalem, whither he no fooner arrived, than 
he broke down all the fortifications of the wall, 
from the gate of Ephraim to the Corner gate, 
the whole being about four hundred cubits, 
Having done this he entered the city with the 
greater part of his troops, and proceeded firft 
to the temple and then to the palace, both of 
which he plundered of their richeft valuables, 
and then leaving Amaziah, returned with the 
fpoil to Samaria. 

Amaziah lived about fifteen years after bein 
thus fhamefully defeated by Joath, king of If- 
rael; but we do not read of any thing more re- 
markable concerning him, except that he ftill 
perfifted in his idolatry, and continued till his 
death to remain under the Divine difpleafure. 
Towards the latter part of his life he carried his 
idolatrous practices to fuch lengths as to fall 
under the contempt of the greater part of his 
fubjects ; infomuch that fome of the principal 
people of Jerufalem formed a confpiracy againtt 
his life. Amacziah, having received intimation 
of the defign of his enemies, endeavoured to 
efcape, by flying to Lachifh, a town fituated on 
the frontiers of the country of the Philiftines. 
But thefe endeavours to fave himfelf proved 
fruitlefs, for the confpirators fent proper perfons 
after him, who, taking a favourable opportunity 
that offered, put him privately to death. When 
his friends underftood what had. befallen him, 
they went to Lachifh, from whence they brought 
his body (without any ftate or formality) to Je- 
rufalem, and interred it in the fepulchre of his 
anceftors. ‘Thus died Amaziah king of Judah, 
after a reign of twenty-nine years, during which 
time he not only offended God in the higheft 
degree, but made himfelf, in the end, univer- 
fally detefted by his fubjects. He was fucceeded 
on the throne by his fon Uzziah, (otherwife 
called Azariah) the tranfactions of whofe life we 
fhall defer to the next chapter, and here return 
to the particular occurrences that took place in 
the kingdom of Iirael. 

Some time after Joafh had afcended the throne 
of Hfrael, it happened that the prophet Elifha 
fell fick of a difeafe. whereof he died. Joath, 
having always entertained the higheft refpect for 
the prophet, and paid him the greateft reverence, 
went to pay hinva vifit on this melancholy occa- 
fion. After he had expreffed his grief tor the 
fituation in which he found him, and pointed 
out the great lofs all Ifrael would have by his 
death, the prophet firit beftowed on him his 
blefing, and then emblematically predicted to 
him the future fuccefs he would have over his 
enemies the Syrians. Ele bade him take a bow 
and arrows, open the window eaftward, and 
fhoot. Joath did as he was ordered, upon which 

the 
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“© thould fer open their gates, and receive him and his vidto- 
*© sious army into the town; which, betveen the pinch o| 
“* necefiity, and tke love of life, they were prevailed upon 
“© todo: fo that Jouih entered the place in his triumphal 
“© chariot through a breach of three hundred cubits in the 
‘© wall (which he caufed to be made) with his prifoner Ams 
** ziah marching betore him,” 
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the prophet faid, Te arrow of the Lord’s deli- 
verance, and the arrow of deliverance from Syria: 
for thou foalt fmite the Syrians in Apbek. Eli- 
{ha then bade Joafh take the arrows and fimite 
them on the ground. The king did as directed 
three times, and then ftopped: upon -which 
_Elitha faid, Thou fhouldelt bave finitten five or fix 
times; then badft thou fmitten Syria till thou had 
confuimed it: whereas now thou foalt {mite Syria 
but thrice. Joath, finding the prophet angry with 
him, took his leave and departed, foon after 
which Elifha paid the debt of nature. 

Though this was the la(t prediction of Elifha, 
yet it was not the laft miracle, for he performed 
one even after his death. As a company of If 
raelites were going to bury a dead perfon, they 
eipied at a diftance a band of men making to- 
wards them, upon which, in order to efcape 
them, they threw the corpfe into Elifha’s tomb. 
As foon as the body of the dead man touched 
that of Elifha, life was inftantly reftored, he got 
upon his feet, arofe out of the tomb, and fol- 
lowed thofe who had thrown him into it }. 

This was a moft fingular miracle indeed, but 
whoever ferioufly reflects on it will eafily difco- 
ver that no innate power in the bones of Elifha 
could produce fo wonderful an effect. It was 
the immediate work and operation of God him- 
felf, who was thus pleated not only to give his 
people a proof of the Divine miffion of his 
prophet, but alfo of that future refurrection 
from the dead, which ts fully revealed to us in 
the Gofpel. A very celebrated divine remarks, 
that this was a clear fymbol and prophecy of the 
refurrection of Our Bicfled Redeemer, only with 
this material difference, that E’lifha raifed a dead 
body without raifing hinfelf, whereas Chrift not 
only raifed himtelf, bur gives life to all chofe who 
believe in him. 

The miracle performed by Elifha after his 
death (which was a Divine confirmation of the 
truth of all his prophecies) could not fail of 
being a powerful means to encourage king Jo- 
afh to engage in a war with the Syrians, more 








|| It appears, from this very remarkable circumftance, that 
Elitha died near the bordersof Syria; for the people in the 
eail were moftly buried where they died. At the time when 
the man_here mentioned died, the Syrians had made feveral 
inroads into che land of Ifrael; and this was one of their 
froggling parties, which is here called a hand. Men of 
fuch exalted charatters as the prophet Elitha had monuments 
of ftone, in the form cf our fquare tombs, wherein their bo- 
dies were depofited, and therefore, the men who carried the 
dead body here fpoken of Hung it into the tomb of the pro- 
phet, that they might be the more able to provide for their 
own fafety, That the man fhould be reltored to life by his 
body touching the bones of the prophet was, no doubt, a 
very great miracle, and, moft probably, was wrought, that 
the people might be convinced, if they imitated the conduét 


of Blitha, his God would fave and deliver them cut of the ! 


efpecially as he had affured him he fhould obtain 
a conqueft over them three different times. Nor 
was his fuccefs little fhort of what the prophet 
had prediéted ; for, in three pitched battles, he 
defeated Benhadad (his father Hazael being then 
dead) recovered all the cities that had been taken 
from his father Jehoahaz, and re-united them 
to the kingdom of Ifrael. 

After this Joafh lived quiet from all his ene- 
mies, till Jehoafh, king of Judah, gave him the 
fall difturbance we have already mentioned. 
From this time we hear nothing more remarkable 
conceyning him; and may therefore conclude, 
that, he ted in peace, and was fucceeded by his 
fon Jeroboam, the fecond perfon of that name 
who ruled over the kingdom of Ifrael. 

Jeroboam II. came to the throne of Hrael in 
the fifteenth year of Amaziah, king of Judah. 
He received great affiftance, in the beginning of 
his reign from the prophet Jonah, by the fol- 
lowing of whofe advice he proved fuccefsful in 
many military enterprizes. He recovered a large 
territory which feveral kings had taken from his 
predeceffors, even all the country from Libanus 
on the north, to the lake Afphaltites. on the 
fouth; but efpecially on the eaft of Jordan, 
whereby he greatly enlarged the conquefts which 
his father had made before him. 

In the days of David and Solomon, the cities 
of Damafcus and Hamoth had been tributary 
to the kings of Judah ; but having long revolted 
from Hfrael, Jeroboam conquered them again, 
and made them pay homage to him, as they had 
formerly done to his predeceffors *. 

Jeroboam JI. reigned over Ifrael forty-one 
years, during the courfe of which he proved fuc- 
cefstul in a variety of the moft dangerous enter~ 
prizes. He died with muchhonour and renown, 
and was buried with his anceftors; but, whether 
through wars abroad, or difcord and diffention 
at home, he left the government in fo confufed 
a ftate, that, after his deceafe, there was an inter 
regnum for the fpace of twenty-two years. 





ereatelt difficalties. 

* To fome part of this king’s reign muft be referred the 
a€lion which we read (in 1 Chron, v. 18 ) was performed by 
the Reubenite:, Gadites, and the half tribe of Manaffch, 
who, muftering together forty-four thoufand feven hundred 
and fixty able men, made war upon the Hagarites ; and be~ 
ing aflited by the Lord, to whom they addreffed themfelves 
in time of battle, they obtained a compleat victory. The 
booty they made themfelves maiters of was very confidera- 
ble, conlilting of 50,900 camels, 250,000 fheep, z000 
affes, and 100,c00 prifoners, befides great numbers Nain in 
the battle, hus did they prove victorious, becaufe God 
was engaged on their fide ; and thefe two tribes and an half, 
having difpofleffed the Hagarites, dwelt in peace and quiets 
nef from that period till the time of the Babylonifh capti- 
vity, 
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P. VI. 


Contuining the mot material incidents recorded in the Life and Tranfattions of the 
Prophet Sonah4. 


URING the time the throne of Ifrael 
continued vacant after the death of Jero- 
boam II. the prophet Jonah, who had done him 
many fervices during his reign, received a_Di- 
vine commiffion to execute a matter of bufinefs 
of the moft ferious and important nature. The 
Ninevites had for a long time lived in the 
greatcft wickedne{s, upon which the Almighty 
was pleafed to command Jonah to go to Nine- 
veh, and denounce to the people, that he would 
deftroy that great city, becaufe of the fins of 
its inhabitants, or (as the Scripture expreffes it) 
becaufe their wickedne[s was come up before him. 
Jonah, inftead of obeying the Divine com- 
mand, directed his courfe another way, and in- 
tending to retire to Tarfhifh, a town in Cilifia, 
embarked on board a veffel at Joppa +t, a port 
fituated on the Mediterranean Sea. But they 
had not been long failed before God, to make it 
appear that nothing undertaken againft his will 
can take effeét, and that he accomplifheth his 
defigns even by the refiftance and oppofition 
men make againft them, caufed a great tempeft 
to arife, which fo alarmed the mariners that, after 
labouring fome time in oppofition to the force of 
the waves, they found themfelves in the moft 
imminent danger of being fhipwrecked, and 
therefore, 1n order to lighten their veffel, threw 
their lading into the fea. 
In the mean time Jonah, fenfible that the 
hand of Providence was in this extraordinary 
tempeft, and being grieved for his difobecience 


LS, 


q The remaining part of the Hiltory of the Old Tefta- 
ment confilts, in a great meafure, of the proceedings of the 
moft dittinguifhed prophets, who were appointed, by Divine 
Providence, at different periods, to work upon the minds of 
the people, and endeavour, by a varicty of means, to bring 
them from a ftate of idolatry, to a thorough fenfe of the 
worthip of the trae God. ‘The proceedings of thefe pro- 
phets we fhall take notice of at the refpective periods thry 
occurred, they being, in the Sacred Whitings, not ranged 
according to the order of time in which they happened. This 
is fuppoted to have arifen through the negligence of the 
prieits in thofe days, who had the charge of regiftering and 
keeping them: for the manner was, when any prophet had 
written a prophecy, he caufed it to be fixed to the gate of 
the temple, where it remained for a certain number of days, 
that all might read and take notice of it, After it had Rood 
there the appointed time, the priefts took it into the temple 
to record itin a book; but for want of due care to enter 
them in coufe as they were written, they left them in that 
diforderly manner in which we now find them. But befides 
this, ic muft be confidered that many of the prophets, efpe- 
cially Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel, wrote in very trouble- 
fome times: Ezekiel and Daniel when in captivity at Baby- 
lon, and Jeremiah when all things both in church and fate 
were in the greateft confufion and diforder at Jerufalem ; 
and the firft copy of his book was deftroyed by king Jehoia- 
kim. 
- that the writings of the different prophets thould be mif- 
placed ; and initcad of lam -nting this defect, we ought to be 
thankful that they have been preferved at all. 


From the/e confiderations it is not to be wondered at + 


and rebellion againft the Lord, was gone down 
into the hold, where he fell faft afleep ; but this 
found fleep rather arofe from his trouble and af- 
fliétion than from any fatisfaction, or affurance 
he had of fafety in the midft of fuch imminent 
danger, into which he had not only plunged 
himfelf, but likewife all thofe who were with 


him in the veffel. 


The matter of the fhip, not thinking it proper 
that Jonah fhould lie and fleep while all the 
crew and paffengers were either labouring 
to fave the veffel, or praying to their idols, 
awoke him, bidding him arife and call upon his 
God that they might be faved from perifhing. 
This however, proving of none effect, and the 
mafter finding that the violence of the ftorm 
eluded and fruftrated all their endeavours, and 
that the fiercenefs of it {till increafed more and 
more, fufpeéted that this unufual tempeft was 
occafioned by the extraordinary crimes of fome 
perfon on board the veffel, and therefore pro- 
pofed that all who were in it fhould caft lots, in 
order to know who was the author and occafion 
of their danger. 

This propofition being univerfally approved 
of was immediately carried into execution, when 
the lot fell upon Jonah. In confequence of this 
the mariners afked him who he was, and what he 
had done, to ftir up the anger of heaven againft 
them and himfelf. Jonah frankly acknowledged 
that he was a Jew, who worfhipped the God of 
heaven; and not only a Jew, but a prophet like- 

wile, 





+ Joppa is a fea-port town in Paleftine, upon the Medi- 
terranean, and was formerly the only port which the Jews 
had upon that coaft, whither all the materials, that were fent 
from ‘Tyre, towards the building of Solomon’s temple, were 
brought and landed. ‘The town itfelf is very antient, for 
profane authors reckon it was built before the flood, and 
derive the name of it from Joppa, the daughter of Elolus, 
and the wife of Cepreus, who was the founder of it. Others 
are rather inclined to believe, that it was was built by Ja- 
phet, and from him had the name of Japho, which was af- 
terwards corrupted into Joppa, but is now generally called 
Jaffa, which comes nearer to the firft appellation. The 
town is fituated in a fine plain, between Jamnia to the 
fouth ; Czfarea or Paleltine to the north ; and Rama or Ra- 
mula to the eaft; but, at prefent, it isin a poor and mean 
condition ; nor is its port by any means gocd, by reafon of 
the rocks, which proje& into the fea. The chief thing, for 
which this place was famous, in antient pagan hikory 15, the 
expofition of Andromeda, the daughter of Cepheus, king 
of Egypt, who, for her mother’s pride, was bound toa 
rock, in order to be devoured by a fea-moniter, but was 
delivered by the valour and bravery of Perfeus, who after- 
wards married her: for in the times of Mcla and Pliny, 
there was fome marks remaining (as they themfelves teftify) 
of the chains, wherewith this rayal viigin was bound to the 
rock, which projeéts into the fea. But all this is mere 
fiction, firit founded upon the adventure of Jonah, who fet 
fail from this port, and e improved with the addition of 
fome particular circumitances. 
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wife, who had. been ordered to go to Nineveh, 
but, having difobeyed his orders, was now endea- 
youring to flee from the Divine prefence : that, 
fince he found it was impoffible to, do that, and 
every perfon’s life, on his account, was in fuch. 
imminent danger, he wifhed them to throw him 
overboard, as that only could be the means of 
abating the ftorm, and thereby fecuring their 
fafety. 

The mariners, being not a little furprized at 
this free and unconcerned confeffion of Jonah, 
by which he doomed himfelf to death, conceived 
more pity for him than he feemed to have for 
himfelf, and. therefore endeavoured to fave his 
life by rowing hard in hopes of reaching land. 
But finding that all their endeavours were in 
yain, and that the waves ran ftill higher againft 
them, they at length threw him overboard, ex- 
preffing their reluctance in fo doing, and acquit- 
ting themfelves of having committed any cru- 
elty, in thefe words: We befeech thee, O Lord, 
we befeech thee, let us not perifo for this man’s 
life, and lay not upon us innocent bived: for thon, 
O Loru, bhoft done as it pleafed thee. 

No fooner was the prophet Jonah thrown into 
the fea than the tempeft abated, and a calm im- 
mediately enfued, which ftruck fuch an impref- 
fion on the mariners, that they vowed to offer 
up lacrifices to the Lord as foon as they fhould 
reach the fhore. 

In the mean time the Lord had prepared a 
great fifh [ to fwallow up Jonah, who being in 
the belly thereof, and calling to mind his own 
difobedience, and the great mercy of God to- 
wards him, fang praifes unto the Lord from that 
living grave; -where, after he had continued 
three days and three nights, the fith, at God’s 
command, vomited him out on the dry Jand. 

Thus we fee, that life came forth victorious 
and triumphant from the very entrails of death, 
to be a lively reprefentation of that ftupendous 
and ineffable victory which Our Blefied Re- 
deemer was to obtain afterwards over death and 
hell ; when, after Jonah had freely offered him- 
{elf to be caft into the fea for the prefervation of 
the mariners and paffengers on board the fhip, 
and after he had been three days and nights in. 
the body of the fith, he arofe from thence full 
of life by a glorious refurrection. 

After God had fo mercifully preferved Jonah 
in, and delivered him from, the great fith, he 
commanded him a fecond time to go to Nine- 
veh, there to preach to the people, and declare 
the commiffion he had before given him. Jo- 
nah, initead of thinking, as he had done before, 

ow to avoid executing the Divine’ command, 
readily fet about the bufinefs. |The city of Ni- 
neveh was (as the Scripture informs us) three 
days journey in length, fo that when Jonah ar- 
nved at the place, he travelled one day in it, de- 
Claring to the people, as he paffed along, that in 
forty days the whole city fhould be deftroyed. 

The Ninevites, terrified at this denunciation, 
and believing the word of God by his prophet, 
with an humble faith proclaimed a faft, and put 


ee! 


1 It has been a generally received opinion that this fith 
Was 2 whale, but that fuch an opinio&&is erroneous will ap- 
Pear from the following obfervations :  Firft, we never hear 
of Whales being found in the Mediterranean Sea; and fe» 
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on fackcloth from the greateft of them to the 
leaft, to the end thae their forrow and repentance 
might be as general as had been their corruption 
and fins; and that as no age, fex or quality had 
been free from contributing to the guilt, fo none 
might be exempted from fuch penance as was 
likely to atone for their tranfgreffions. The 
king himfelf no fooner heard of the deftruétion 
that threatened him and his fubjects, than he 
quitred his throne, threw off his royal robes and 
ornaments, put on fackcloth, and fat in afhes. 
He likewife iffued out an editt, which he caufed 
to be proclaimed throughout the city, that neither 
man nor beaft, herd nor flock, fhould, for a time, 
eat or drink any thing; and that all his fubjects 
fhould cry mightily to God, and every one 
turn from their evil ways ; “ for, faid he, who 
can tell but God will take pity on us, and turn 
away his fierce anger that we perifh not.” 

Thus did the inhabitants of a great and pow- 
erful city humble and abafe themselves before 
God, even from the king upon the throne, to 
the pooreft and moft contemptible fubject. As, 
therefore, they had thus with fincerity of heart 
acknowledged their tranfgreffions, and changed 
their evil ways, God was pleafed to Jay afide the 
fentence he had denounced 'againft them by the 
mouth of his prophet, and to {uffer them ftill to 
live, that they might acknowledge his goodnefs, 
and, by their future conduct, avoid a repetition 
of the like dreadful denunciation. 

The conduét of the Ninevites, on this occa- 
fion, is a great and illuftrious example of fincere 
and Hearty repentance; and therefore we ought 
often to fet it before our eyes, that, as we have 
been, and ftill are, followers of them in fin and 
wickednefs, fo we may endeavour to imitate and 
exprefs their repentance. And the rather, be- 
caufe Our Saviour affures us, that this example 
of the Ninevites fall confound and condemn al 
thofe who, living under the preaching of the 
gofpel, do ftill continue in impenitence and un- 
belief ; becaufe the menaces he has pronounced 
in-the gofpel again{t impenitent finners ought, 
without comparifon, to be more dreadful and 
terrible to us, than thofe of Jonah were to the 
inhabitants of Nineveh. 

When Jonah found that God had repealed the 
fentence denounced againft the Ninevites, he 
was greatly difpleafed, fearing left he fhould be 
accounted a falfe prophet, becaufe the judgment 
threatened was not executed according to his 
prediction. Though, indeed, properly fpeaking, 
he was very far from being a falfe prophet : in 
declaring that Nineveh fhould be deftroyed in 
forty days, he declared nothing but the very 
truth; for (as St. Auftin excellently obferves) 
though that city ftill fubfifted as to its buildings 


and walls, yet it was moft happily deftroyed by 


the repentance and converfion of its inhabitants ; 
for wicked, licentious, ridtous and haughty Ni. 
neveh was deftroyed and overthrown, and an 
humble, penitent, and felf-denying city now 
fupplied its place. 

Such 





condly, the throats of the largeit whales are not wide enough 
to fwallow aman. It wasa large fith, of which there are 
many in thofe feas, but the particular fpecies cannot be 
pointed our. 
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“Such was the weaknefs of Jonah (notwith- 
ftanding his being divinely infpired) that he 
fuffered his fears on being accounted a falfe pro- 
phet to make fo deep an imprefiion on him, and 
had, on the occafion, fo far given himfelf up to 
grief and difcontent, that he befeeched of God 
to take away his life. O Lerd, faid he, take, I 
befeech thee, my life from me: for it is better 
for me to die than to live. But the Almighty was 
pleafed to bear with this finful weaknefs of his 
prophet Jonah, and inftead of granting his re- 
queft, only chaftifed him in this fhort gueftion : 
Doeft thou well to be angry ? 

This mild check, however, did not make Jo- 
nah properly reflect on his unfeeinly carriage to 
his Divine Protector. He was ftill in hopes that 
his prophecy would be fulfilled, and therefore, 
leaving the city, he made himfelf a booth on 
the eaft fide of it, where he refided in order to 
fee what would become of the place he wifhed 
to be affigned to deftruction. Soon after he had 
placed himfelf in this temporary habitation, the 
Almighty was pleafed to caufe a gourd § to fpring 
up in one night, which, by the next morning, fo 
covered this little hermitage, as to make it a moft 
cool and agreeable retreat. 

Jonah was exceeding glad of this unexpected, 
though feafonable, refrefhment ; but, alas, it 
proved very short, for God had prepared a worm, 
which eating into the root of the gourd, it foon 
withered, and left Jonah expofed to the violent 
heat of the fun. To add to this there arofe a 
{trong and hot eafterly wind, which made Jonah 
fo faint, and increafed his difcontented humour 
to fuch a degree, that he a fecond time earneftly 
befought of God that he might die. 

Notwithftanding Jonah’s great impatience, 
and his ftrong folicitation for death, the Al- 
mighty was pleafed ftill to preferve him, and 
inftead of complying with his fecond requeft of 
dying, afked him this queftion: Deeft thou well 
to be angry for the gourd 2? To which Jonah re- 
plied, Ido well to be angry, even unto death, 

Though Jonah returned this fhort and peevifh 
anfwer to God, yet, inftead of ‘expreffing his 
difpleafure, he was pleafed to expoftulate with 
him on his mifconduét in words to this effe&: 
“© Confider (faid he) Jonah what thou doeft; thy 
“© own behaviour condemns thee. Thou haft 
“< had pity on the gourd, for the which thou didft 
“© not labour, neither madeft it grow, which 
‘© came up in a night and perifhed in a night. 





§ The Hebrew word Kikajon is, by the Septnagint, Ara- 
bic, and Syriac verfions, tranflated gourd, but mott of the 
antient Greek tranflators, following St. Jerom in this parti- 
cular, chufe rather to render it ivy. St. Jerom, however, 
acknowledges that the word ‘vy does not altogether anfwer 
the fignification of the Hebrew word Kikajon, though he 
thinks it much better in this place than a gourd, which, 
growing clofe to the earth, could not have fhaded Jonah 
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Booxfft, 
* And wouldeft thou defire that I fhould have’ 
<< no concern or pity for that great city Nineveh, 
¢ wherein are more than fix fcore thoufand per 
© fons that cahnot diftern between their right 
« hand and their left ?” : 

What a beneficent and tender mode of ar. 
guling was this! and what a wretched pitture 
have we in Jonah of the frailty of human naturet 
Jonah, though one of the chofen fervants of 
God, would, with pleafure, havé beheld a whole 
nation deftroyed, rather than it fhould have been 
faid, in after-times, that he had {pokeh 4 falfe. 
hood. Let us, therefore, leatn froin this, that 
our paffions are our greateft ehetnits, ahd tha 
the more humble we are, the more we thall be 
objects of the Divine favour. 

Such and fuch only are the particulars rela- 
ted of the prophet Jonah. The Book fo called 
is rather an Hiftory than 4 pfophecy ; 4nd if ir 
was written by himfelf, it is a frank acknow- 
ledgment of his own faults atid failings. 1¢ 
contains likewife remarkable inftancés of God's 
compaffion and condefcenfien to him, as alfoa 
noble type of Our Saviour’s burial and refur- 
rection. 

With refpeé&t to the whole of the Book of 
Jonah (which makes only four fhort chapters) 
as an hiftorical fubject, it is rather imper- 
fect, both beginning and ending with the great- 
eft abruptnefs. It begins with a conjuntion eo- 
pulative, And the word of the Lord came unto 
Yonah, from whence fome commentators have 
thought it only an Appendix to fome of his other 
writings ; and it ends withcut giving us any 
manner of Account, either what became of the 
Ninevites, or of Jonah himfelf, after this ex- 
pedition. It is certain, from the compaffionate 
expreffion which God was pleafed to ufe towards 
the Ninevites, that (for that time at leaft) he re- 
verfed the judgment he had denounced againft 
them; and it is not improbable to think, that 
when Jonah had executed his commiffion, and 
was afterwards fatisfied with the merciful pro- 
ceedings of God, he returned into Judea. The 
Author of the Lives and Deaths of the Prophets 
(who goes under the name of Epipharnies) tells 
us, that returning from Nineveh, and_ being 
afhamed to be feen on account of his prediction 
not having been fulfilled, he retired with his 
mother to the plain of Sear, where he lived ina 
ftate of obfcurity the remainder 6f his days. 
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from the heat of the fun, According to him the Kikajon is 
a fhrub, which grows in the fandy places of Paleitine, an 
increafes fo faft, that, in a few days, it rifes toa con fiderable 
height. It is fupported by its trunk without being upheld 
by any thing elfe; and by the thicknefs of its leavés, which 
refembles thofe of a vine, affords, in hot weather,.a very 
agreeable fhade, 


CHAP. 


re reen 


é } 

NA 
al 
=) 


TAT 





RAE TL TM 


a 
ae iy 
yas > Jon ONAH. Ane a a SGounD 


hder saute fg tolekalll the: Fate ite belie Nich) 


nar.VH. From the building of SoLomon’s Temp ri, 40 the BAsystonisit CapTivity. 363 





CH A P 


VII. 


Yzziah, king of SFudab, bégins his reign pioufly, and proves viftorious over his enemies. He tons 
quers the Pbiliftines and Arabians, and having fibdued the Ammonites makes them become bis tris 


: butaries. 


He répairs ‘the walls of Ferufalem, and adds feveral new fortifications to them. He 
ufurps the facerdotal office, for which ke is firuck with a fevere leprofy: 


He languifhes under his 


‘diforder for fome years. and then dies, leaving the throne to bis fon Fotbam: Somé account of the 
prophets Hofea, Foel, Amos, Obadiah, and Ifaiab. 


“A FTER the murder of Amaziah, king of 

Judah, at Lachifh, his fon Uzziah (who 
is likewife called Azariah) fucceeded to the 
throne in the twenty-feventh year of the reign 
of Jeroboam I}. king of Ifrael. Uzziah was 
only fixteen years of age when he took upon 
himfelf the government of Judah, notwithftand- 
ing which he aéted with the greateft difcretion. 
He was careful, active, valiant, courteous, juft 
and pious, for which God profpered him in all 
his undertakings, and blefled his arms with the 
moft diftinguifhed fuccefs. 

The firft attack he made was againft his ene- 
mies the Philiftines, whom he worfted in feveral 
battles, difmantled many of their principal towns, 
and built cities in different parts of the fur- 
rounding country to keep them under proper 
fubjection. 

His next expedition was againft the Arabians 
firuated on «ne borders of Ligypt. TVhefe he 
foon reduced, as he did alfo the Mehunims, a 
people who lived in the defart part of the coun- 
try. He next went againft the Ammonites, who 
were fo terrified, that they, as well as the others, 
whom he had fubdued, became his tributaries. 

Uzziah, having thus conquered his enemies, 
next directed his attention towards Jcrufalem, 
the capital of his dominions. We rebuilt the 
ruined walls, and repaired that breach which had 
been made by Joafh king of Iirael, when he 
entered the city with his army, after making 
Amaziah his prifoner. He built one tower of an 
hundred and fifty cubits high, befides feveral 
others in different parts of the walls; and 
erected caftles and forts for the protection of the 
country. He alfo conftructed aqueduéts, cifterns 





}] This is the firft time we rea! of any machine either for 
elieging or defending towns, which is plainly the reafon 
why fieges were of fo long a continuance before thele were 
invented. Homer, whois the moit antient Greek writer we 
know of who treats of fieges, defcribes a kind of entrench- 
ment, (though a poor one) fome lines of circumvallation, 
and aditch with palifades ; but we do not hear a word of any 
machines, fuch a$ the ballifta: and catapulte, which were 
ufed for the hurling of ftones, and throwing of darts. Sar- 
danopalus, king of Affyria, maintained himielf in Nineveh 
for ieven years, becauie the befiegers (as Diodorus Siculus 
obferves) wanted fuch engines as were fit for demolifhing 
and taking of cities, they not being then invented. Now it 
s faid of Uzziah, that 4e made in Fernfalem engines invented 
‘* caning men, ta be on the towers, and upon the bulwarks, to 
root arrows and great flones; fo that it muft certainly be a 
miftake to attribute the invention of the ballifie, the fcor- 
#0, or the onagar, to’ the Greeks or Romans, becaute we 


and bafons for the convenience of his cattle, of 
which he had immenfe numbers, the lands about 
him being chiefly pafturage. As he was a great 
lover of hufbandry, he employed great numbers 
of ploughmen and planters in the plains, as alfo 
vine-dreffers on the mountains, by means of 
which, together with the profits arifing from his 
cattle, he obtained confiderable poffeflions. 

But the chief glory of his kingdom lay in his 
military force, which confifted of three hundred 
and feventy thoufand feleét men, under the com- 
mand of two thoufand fix hundred brave and 
experienced officers, who had been trained up in 
the moft perfeé&t knowledge of martial difcipline. 
The men were all furnifhed with fwords buck- 
lers, fpears, helmets, bows, flings, and other 
warlike weapons. As a farther fecurity for the 
fafety of the city againft any bold invader; he 
erected battering machines|| in feveral of the 
towers on the walls, as likewife machines for 
throwing darts and ftones, with hooks and other 
offenfive weapons, fo that the city was in a much 
greater ftate of fecurity than it had ever hither- 
to been. 

Uzziah continued to poffefs uninterrupted fe- 
licity, and to be profperous in all his underta- 
kings, during the life of Zechariah * ; but when 
once that good and faithful counfellor died 
(which was in the thirty-third year of his reign) 
he grew fo intoxicated with the thoughts of his 
power and greatnefs, that, forgetting himfelf, 
he neglected the more important duties of his 
worfhip to God ; herein following the example 
of his father, who was unable to enjoy a 
courle of profperity with proper moderation. 

On a certain day, which was fixed for a folemn 

feftival, 





find them made ufe of inthe eaft long before the Greeks 
had brought the military art toany great perfection, Uz- 
giah was Certainly the firft inventor of them ; and therefore 
it is faid, that for thefe and other warlike preparations 4:s 
name was Jprcad cbroad. ‘rom this time they began to be 
employed bota in attacking and defending: towns ; and 
therefore we find the prophet E-zelziel, in defcribing the 
future fieges cf Jerufalomand ‘ffyre, makes mention of bat- 
tering rams and engines of war, which, in al! probebility, 
were what later ages called their balliQie and catapultz. 

* Tris not unlikely to fuppofe that this perfon was the 
fon of that Zechariah, the fon cf Jelioiada, who, by the 
command of Jehoath, king of Judzh, was flain in the tem- 
ple; that he was called after his father’s naine, was precep- 
tor to, Lizziah, and, though not a propher, yet a man very 
fkilful in expounding the antient prophecies, and giving 
fuch initruclions from them, as were neceflary for the in- 
provemen: and benefit of youth, 
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feftival, Uzziah, having cloathed himfelf in the 
drefs of a prieft, went to the temple to offer in- 
cenfe on the golden altar. Intimation of this 
being given to Azariah the high-prieft, he, ac- 
companied by eighty other priefts, immediately 
repaired to the temple, and protefted againft 
fuch an affumption of the facerdotal rights, 
which had ever been the peculiar privilege of the 
priefts of the houfe of Aaron. Azariah enjoined 
him to defift from fuch profanity, faying, Jé ap- 
pertaincth not unto thee Uzziab to burn incenfe 
unto the Lord, but to the priefts the fous of 
Adaron, that are confecrated to burn incenfe: go 
out of the fanftuary; for thou baft trefpaffed, 
neither fhall it be for thine honour from the Lord 
God, 

This remonftrance had not the leaft effect on 
Uzziah, who, inftead of paying any attention 
to it, fell into a violent paffion, and treated the 
high-prieft with the greateft indignity. God, 
however, was pleafed to vindicate the facrednefs 
of the facerdotal office; for the very moment 
the king took the cenfer in his hand, and was 
going to burn incenfe, he was ftruck with a le- 
profy, upon which, fearful left the Divine ven- 
geance fhould punifh him with death, he imme- 
diately left the temple, and haftened to. his 
palace. 

The difeafe with which God was pleafed to 
affiét Uzziah for his prefumption was of fo 
malignant a nature as to be beyond the art of 
man to cure; the confequence of which was 
that his fon Jotham (as his father’s viceroy) 
took upon himfelf the adminiftration of public 
affairs, while Uzziah was obliged to quit the pa- 
lace, and, as was the cafe with all lepers, to live 
inaprivate place detached from the city. 

‘Thus did Uzziah, after having reigned thirty- 
three years with an eclat not inferior to any 0 
his predeceffors, become reduced to a ftate of 
the moft abject diftrefs, and in which he conti- 
nued during the remainder of his life. After 
having reigned in the whole fifty-two years, 
nineteen of which he laboured under the dread- 
ful calamity inflicted on him for his prefump- 
tion, he paid the debt of nature, in the 68th 
year of his age. As he was a leper his body 
was not interred in the royal fepulchres, but in 
the fame field at fome diftance from them. 

During the reign of Uzziah, king of Judah, 
there happened fome events mentioned in other 
parts of Scripture, which are not to be found 
in the books that are purely hiftorical. Such 
are, the terrible earthquake, whereof Amos 
prophefied two years before it happened; the 
dreadful plague of the locufts, of which the 
prophet Joel gives a very full and lively de- 
{cription; and that extreme drought, attended 
with the moft alarming flafhes of fire which fell 
from heaven, and (as the prophet expreffes it) 
devoured all the paftures of the wildernefs, and 
burnt up all the trees of the field, 

But what more particularly engages our atten- 
tion here is, the fucceffion af prophets both in 
Ifracl and Judah, whom God was pleafed to 
raile up to give the people inftructions and ex- 
hortations, and to denounce his threatnings and 
judgments againft them, on their perfifting in 
their impieties. Vhefe he appointed not only 
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to warn them by word of mouth (as his former 
prophets had done) but to commit their admo- 
nitions to writing, that pofterity might fee the 
ingratitude of his people, and all other nations, 
from their backflidings and punifhments, might 
avoid the enormities into which their predecef- 
fors had fallen, and for which they had fo juftly 
incurred the Divine wrath. 

The firft of the prophets who diftinguifhed 
themfelves by Divine dire€tion, during this pe- 
riod, was Hofea, the fon of Beeri, who, accord- 
ing to the introduction to his book, prophelied 
in the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of 
Jeroboam II. king of lfrael ; fo that he mutt 
have continued to be a prophet at leaft feventy 
years. In the book called Hofea, which con- 
tains the writings of that prophet, he begins with 
giving an exact defcription, and fevere prophe- 
tical reproof, of the wicked and corrupt ftate of 
the whole kingdom of Ifrael, and particularly 
of the infamous idolatry which was in vogue 
among them, in worfhipping the golden calves, 
which, in the reign of Rehoboam, the fon of 
Solomon, were fet up at Dan and Bethel by Je- 
roboam, the fon of Nebat, their firft king, under 
whom they feparated themfelves from Judah, 
and the pure worfhip of God. He then very 
pathetically exhorts them to a fertous and early 
repentance, but finding them ftill to continue in 
their impieties, from the kings and princes, even 
to the jeaft and meaneft of the people, he at 
length denounces to them the total deftruétion 
and overthrow of their ftate and kingdom ; that 
they fhould be tranfported out of their own 
country, and carried captives into Affyria, where 
they fhould continue under a long and deplora- 
ble difperfion among ftrange and idolatrous na- 
tions. Ile likewite foretels, that the kingdom 
of Judah fhould, for fome time, fubfift after 
that of Hrael, but that, at length, they likewife 
fhould be carried away captive beyond the Eu- 
phrates. Through the whole he lays open the 
fins, and declares the judgments of God againft 
a people hardened and irreclaimable ; but con- 
cludes with fome confolation to the faithful and 
penitent, promifing them comfort and fupport 
through the favour and grace of God in their 
heavenly king the Meffiah that was to come, to 
whom, in due time, all the elect fhould be con- 
verted and gathered, in order to be eternally 
bleffed in and through him. 

The next prophet is Joel, the fon of Pethuel. 
He mentions the fame judgment that Amos 
does; and, under the fimilitude of an enemy’s 
army, repretents thofe prodigious fwarins of lo- 
cufts, which, in his time, fell upon Judea, and 
occafioned great defolation. He calls and invites 
the people to repentance, and promifes mercy 
and forgivenefs to thofe who will liften to the 
call. He likewile gives a full and exact pro- 
phecy of the blefled and flourifhing ftate the - 
church fhould enjoy under the Meffiah, whom _ 
he calls the Teacher of Righbteoufuefs; of the 
fending of the abundant and liberal Communi- 
cation of the Holy Ghoft to the Eleé& and Be- 
lievers; of the prefervation and protection of 
the Church in the laft fad and calamitous times; 
of her continuance and condition here upe? 
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earth; of the juft and fevere judg nts of God 
againft all her,enemies; and,,Jalt of, all,, of, ber 
eternal glorification and felicity.in heaven, 

The propHet, Amos, ywho is the next 4 turn, 
lived in-the days.of. Uzziah, |king of. J udah, and 
of Jeroboam Il. king of Ifrael.. Fig was a 
fhepherd of ‘Tekoah in the land of Judah, and 
after being called tothe prophetic office, was 
particularly fent ta,the ten. tribes, or kingdom 
of Ifrael, where, by the cqmmand of God, he, 
jointly with Hofea, difcharged ‘the funétion ; of 
a prophet.. After haying denounced to. all the 
nations bordering upon’ Paleftine the juft judg- 
ments of God on account of their. enmity and 
animofity againft his people, he ngxt-proceeds 
to thofe of Judah, dnd after agin, to the fen tribes 
of Ifrael. ‘To thefe in ‘partitu]ar he foretels and 
desounces heavy judgmerits. of God, and in 
very exprefs terms declares to them the entire 
fubverfion of their ftate and kingdom by their 
enemies forces; their captivity and difperfion 
among ftrange and far diftant nations, on account 
of the multiplicity and enormity of their fins, 
and their obftinacy againft all the reproofs and 
cenfures of God, together with the many warh- 
ings and exhortations. the other prophets gave 
them, in the name of God, to turn and repent. 
All which prophecies are backed and con- 
firmed by feveral vifions, and many defcriptions 
of the power and Majeity of God. But among 
all thefe threats and denunciations, he promifeth 
that the penitent and faithful fhall be faved, and 
that the kingdom of the Meffiah fhall be efta- 
blithed for the good and eternal falvation of all 
his Ele@&, whether Jews or Gentiles. 

The next prophet is Obadiah, who was co- 
temporary with Hofea, Joel and Amos. He 
denounces God’s judgments againit the Edomites 
for the mifchiefs they had done to Judah and. 
Jerufalen, whom he promifés that’ they>»fhould 
be victorious over thefe Edomites, and others 
their enemies; and, laft of all, foretels ‘their 
reformation and reftoration,: and that the king- 
dom of the Meffiah fhould be fet up by the. 
bringi, in of a great falvation. 

The laft prophet we have to mention who 
diftinguifhed himfelf during this period, was 
Tfaiah, the fon of Amos. -He is the principal 
of thofe called the Greater Prophets, not only 
in refpect to the excellent matter of which he’ 
treats, but alfo for the admirable fublimity and 
elegance of his ftyle. In the twelve firft chap- 
ters of the Book of his prophecies he treats. of 
feveral heads which particularly’ concern ‘the 
Jews, whom he boldly cenfures and reproyes, 
teaches excellently, exhorts ferioufly, and com- 
forts pathetically. From ‘the 13th chapter to 
the 29th he mentions thofe prophecies which re- 
-gard foreign nations and, people, wha were ene- 
mies to the Jewifh nation,, as alfo fome ‘others 
relating to the ten’ tribes, who had divided 
themfelves from Judah and’ Benjamin,  de- 
nouncing very fevere and heavy judgments 
againft them, Bur among thefe are mingled.very 
comfortable promifes of the Grace and. Mercy | 
of God .to thofe who repent, who fhould be. 
made partakers of an heavenly kingdom to be 
ctablifhed by the Meffiah who was to come. 
From the 2gth chapter tothe: 36th he prophefies 
foncerning the deftruction of Jerufalem by the 

23 


-God had vouchfafed to fhew unto him. 


Babylonians, and of the Captivity, or tranf- 
portation of the- Jews opt of theif own country 
into Babylon; ali which are intermixed with 
feveral excellent’ and comfortable paffages con- 
cérning the tranfactions that would take place 
during the time of the Meffiah being on earth. 
From the 36th to the goth chapter is recorded 
the Hiftory of king Hezekiah, taken from 2 
Kings xviii, and 2 Chton. xxxii. From the 
40th to the 49th chapter, the prophet foretels the 
coming of Chrift, and the fpiritual deliverance of 
his church, figured by the deliverance of the 
Jews ‘from their Babylonifh Captivity by king 
Cyrus, as alfo their reftoration and fettlement in 
their own country. From the 4gth chapter to 
the end of the Book are feveral very clear pro- 
phecies concerning the perfon and office of 
Chrift and his kingdom, which fhould be ex- 
tended throughout the world; of Itis paffion, 
death and glorification ; as alfo of the preaching 
of the Gofpel, and the calling of the Gentiles, 
who were to be joined and incorporated with 
his people the Jews. All thefe things the pro- 
phet defcribes with fo much clearnefs and un: 
deniable evidence, that he feems rather to write 
an hiftory of things paft, than a prophecy of 
things to come. For this reafon, fome of. the 
antient fathers were of opinion, that Ifaiah 
might, with equal propriety, be called an Evan- 
gelift as a prophet, becaufe in many places lie 
fpeaks as clearly concerning the perfon, office, 
and miracles of Chrift many hundred years before 
‘iis incarnation, as the Apoftles and Doctors of 
the New Teftament have done fince. 

It is generally fuppofed that Amos, the father 
of Ifaiah, was brother to Uzziah king of Ju- 
dah, fo that this prophet, with refpeé to his 
defcent, was an illuitrious po as. being -a 
prince of the blood; it having been the wifdoim 
of Providence to cal} perfons of all forts of 
conditions to the prophetic office, as well thofe 
of the higheft, as the loweft quality: ~ , 

According to the firft verfe of the firft chap- 
ter of the Book of Maiah, ic appears. that the 
time he prophefied was in the days of Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 
And if we compute the years of the reign of 
thefe four kings, we muft conclude, that Haiah 
prophefied at ‘leaft forty-five or fifty years, be- 
‘ginning with the laft year of Uzziah, and ending 
with the fourteenth of Hezekiah ;' fo’ that he 
muft have confequently lived to a very gteat 
age. ee ee 
Senge after he was appointed to the prophetic 
office he had many fingular’ vifions, the moft 
remarkable among which was the following : 
God appeared to him in his majefty, and (to ule 
the words of St. John the’ Evangelift) be faw 
the glory of God, who fat upon a high throne. fui- 
rounded by Jeraphims, who, in confort repéated 
the following words: Holy! Holy! Holy! 
in the Lord of Hlofts, the whole earth is full 
of his glory. 

Ifaiah, at this clear and full view of the Dj- 
vine Majefty, abafed himfelf with the deepett 
humility, acknowledging that he was 4 man of 
impure lips, and therefore unfie either to fee 
himfelf, or to declare to others the great things 
While 
he was thus complaining of his own unworthi- 
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nefs, one of the feraphims that was‘ aboiit the 
throne took a live coal from the altar, flew to 
Ifaiah, and touched ‘his lips therewith, affuring 
him, that his iniquity was taken away, and his 
fins were purged from him. a: 

As foon as Ifaiah Kad received this 4ffurarice 
from the Angel, he felt the effect of the Divine 
fire, and found himfelf enabled to preach and 
declare to the people whatever it fhould pleafe 
God to charge him with. He therefore pointed 
out to all thofe defigned for thé facerdotal order 
how great a purity they ought to be endued with 
before they engaged themfelves in that facred- 
function, and how earneftly they ought to beg 
of God, that he would be pleafed to fend down 
from heaven not only a live coal, as he did to 
him, but (as St. Bernard faith) @ whole fire, to 
refine them, and make them as purg as they ought 
to be. : 

According to the tradition of the Jews, and 
fathers of the church, Laiah fived till he was 
near an hundred years of age, when, during the 
perfectition raifed by Manaffeh, king of Judah, 
that prince ordered him to be fawn afunder with 
a wooden faw, that he might take away his life by 
the moft violent pains that could be invented. 

The Author of the Book of Ecclefiafticus 
fpeaks in commendation of this holy prophet in 
words to this effect: ** Hezekiah did the things 
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¢ that pleaftd the Lord; and was ftrenathenad 
“in the ways of David as Laiah had dénis 
“ manded him, who was 4 steat propHet; and 
 faichfill in his vifion. In his days the {li weng 
« Backwatd, and he lengthened the king's life, 
“ Fé faw, (by ati excellent gift of the Spirity 
‘ what ficuld come to pafs at the laft, and he 
* comforted thofe that mourned in Zion: he 
4 fhewed what thoald cortie to pafs for ever; till 
‘€ thé end of time, and fecret thirigs before eva 
«€ they happened.” 

But thefe is no heed to add itiére tefimonics 
in praife of this Holy prophet: Thofé who tesd 
his prophecies as they ought wilt find the teRjs 
mony of the Spirit of God proclaimisp hit 4 


ann 


great and true prophet indeed, and confirthiag 
the truth of his prophecies by the moft itidon- 
teftable evidence and demonttration: In thort, 


the whole Book is highly ferviceable to the 
church of God, in all ages, for convidtioh of 
fin, diretion in duty, and confolatioh in trou: 
ble; and its author may be juftly accounted a 
great prophet, whether we confider the extent 
and variety of his predictions ; the fublimity 
of the truths which he reveals ; the majefty and 
elegance of his ftyle ; the loftinefs of his meta: 
pits or the livelinefs of his defcriptions.— 
ut we fhall have occafion to fay mote of this 
prophet in the fuceeeding part of our Hiftory. 





VITl. 


Zachariah is made king of Ljracl, after the throne bad been vacant twenty-two years. He is mur 
dered by Shallum, who ufurps the throne. Shalium is put to death by Menabem, the general of 


the forces, who fucceeds bim in the government. 


fucceeded by his fon Pekabiab. 


Menahem, after reigning ten years, dies, and ts 


This prince is murdered by Pekab, the general of bis forces, who 


ufurps tue government, and ofter a reign of twenty years, is murdered by Hofbea,who fucceeds him, 


_ and under whofe government the 
The Story of Tobit and Tobies. 


HE, inter-regnum, or vacancy in the throne 
of Urael, which lafted upwards of twenty- 
two years, occafioned juch a general confufion 
among the people, that at length they came to 
a refolution of placing Zachariah, the fon of 
Jeroboam II. and the laft of Jehu’s line +, upon 
the throne. . This happened in the thirty-eighth 
year of Uzziah, king of Judah; but as he 
proved a wicked prince, and followed the fteps 
of his anceftors, he did not live long to enjoy 
the government; for, at the expiration of fix 
months, he was murdered by Shallum, the fon 
of Jabefh, who ufurped the throne. 
Shallum’s government was much fhorter than 





} Zachariah was the fourth king from Jehu, and the laf 
of his race; in whom was fulfilled that gracious promife 
God was “pleafed to make to Jehu, as a reward for his cou- 
rage and zeal in executing the judgment which God had 
ecommanded him to do on the houfe of Ahab, viz. that he 


and his family fhould fit on the throne of Hrael unto the. 


fourth generation, which was abcut roo years, thelaft of the 
family being this king Zachariah, the fon of Jeroboam IT. 


[fraelitife kingdom is deftroyed by Shalmancfer, king of Affria. 


that of his predeceffor, he being on the thtont 
only one month. At the time of his murdering 
Zachariah, Menahem the general of the king's 
forces, was befieging Tirzah [; but as foon as 
he heard what had happened, he immediately 
raifed the fiege, and marching direétly to Sama- 
ria, defeated and flew Shallum, after which, 
having great intereft and authority not only with 
the army, but the heads of the people, he was 

placed on the throne. alka 
_Menahem, having. thus fecured poffeffion of 
the government, returned with his ‘army'to Ti- 
zah, in order to renew the fiege, and reduce 
‘the inKabitants to fubjection. Elated ‘with his 
. preferment, 





t Tirzah was a long time the regal city of, the ih dom 
of Ifrael. Jeroboam, who was the firt ‘king; -thoug ke 


| dwelt for fome'time at Shechem; in his latter days et leat 


refided here ; as did all the kings of Ifrael cil, Qanri, }avité. 
reigned fix yeats in Tirzah, budtSamaria, and remoyeddlt 
royal feat thither, where jt contifued till a final’ pertdd We 


put to the Ifraelitith kingdom, 
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ment; and naturally fired with ambicion; 
A een demanded the gates of the city 
to be immediately thrown open; which ordets 
not being obeyed; he took the place by. ftozm; 
and hiving. plundered it; imiarched to T shiah, 
ving, wae the whole countty between the two 
laces. 1 f 
Tiphfah to open the yates of the city; they 
likewife refufed, upon which; after making him- 
felf matter of the placé; he put all to the fword; 
without diftinétion either of agé or fex ; andj in 
(hort, fuch was his barbarity and cruelty; that 
even women with child did riot efcape his un- 
bounded refentment; ; : 
For fome time during the reign of this prince, 
the kingdom of Ifrael was torn with tetrible 
convulfions; fapine, murder, and all manner 
of violence, efpecially fuperftition ahd idolatry, 
prevailing throughout the land ; and though 
they were often admonifhed; reproved; and 
threatened by the prophets; yet they would not 
defift from their evil ways; but, on the con- 
trary, bid defiance to every civil and moral obli- 
gation. ; 
” This perverfenefs and wickednefs of the Ifra- 
elites fo highly offended God, that he was pleafed 
to punifh them by means of Pul, king of Af- 
fyria, who, taking advantage of the univerfal 
diftractions among the people; marched with an 
army, and invaded the kingdom of Ifrael on 
thac fide of the river Jordan which lay neareft 
to Babylon. As foon as Menahem found him- 
{elf thus powerfully attacked, he, by a prefent 
of a thoufand talents of filver, (which he raifed 
from the wealthieft of his fubjects) prevailed 
with him not only to withdraw his forces, but 
likewife, before he left the kingdom, to recog- 
nize his title to the crown of Ifrael, This was 
one great reafon why Menahem held the go- 
vernment in peace and quietnefs for the fpace of 


ten years, at the expiration of which, and in the | 


fiftieth year of Uzziah, king of Judah, he paid 
the debt of nature, and was fucceeded on the 
throne by his fon Pekahiah. 

The reign of Pekahiah, however, was but 
very fhort, for after he had been on the throne 
about two years, Pekah, the general of his 
army, confpired againft him, and having flain 
him in the tower of the royal palace, ulurped 
the government. 

Pekah fat on the throne of Ifrael twenty years, 


but his reign was attended with many difficulties. 


ee AL TL 


§ After Hofhea had murdered his predeceffor Pekah, the 
elders of the land feem to have taken the government into 
their own hands, for he had not the poffeffion of the kingdom 
till the latter end of the 12th yearof Ahaz; i. e. nine years 
after he had committed the faét. He came to the crown it 
muft be owned in a very wicked:manner, and yet his cha- 
tater in fcripture is not fo vile as that of many of his prede- 
ceffors; 2 Kings xvii. 2. For whereas the kings of Ifrael 
had hitherto maintained guards upon the-frontiers, to hinder 
their fubjeéts from going to Jerufalem to worfhip, Hofhea 


took away thefe guards, and gave free ee to all to go | 
i 


and pay their adoration where the law had«directed ; and 
therefore, when Hezekiah had invited all Ifrael to come to 
his paflover, this prince permitted all that would to go, and 
when upon their return. from that feftival, they deftroyed: afl 


the monuments of idolatry that were found inthe kingdom 
of Samaria, inftead of forbidding them, in all probability 


On his demanding the inhabitants of 








snd pepe and he-was at léngth di- 
vefted of his life in the fame, manner he had 
takeh away that of his préedeceffor;, Tig-'- 
lath-PHefer; the thea king of Affyria; in- 
vaded his dominions feveral times; took many’ 
of his principal cities; ravaged the country, and- 
carried away gréat numbers of his fubjects cap- — 
tives; At length Hofhea; the fon of Elah; ta- 
king advantage of Pekah’s confufion and. dif- 
trefs, found means to murder him, and after- 
mene obtained pofitffion of the throne of EH- 
rael §: : iy ts Ses : . 
It was riot long before Hofhéa found that his. 
ufurpation of the government was attended with 
many incumbrances; for he; imitating his 
wicked predeceffors, and, together with the: 
people, continuing in difobedience and rebellion 
againft the Lord; and flighting the admonitions 
and thteatenings of the prophets, they at length 
fo highly provoked God that he deferted them, 
and fuffered the king of Affyria forely to afflict: 
them. : 
Shalmanefer,; the then Affyriand monarch, (who: 
fucceeded his father Tiglath-Pilefer in the four- 
teenth year,of Ahdaz king of Judah) invaded 
the Ifraelitifh dominions with a very confiderable 
army, and after ravaging feveral capital places, 
at length laid fiege to Samaria, which having 
fubdued; he made Hofhea promife to become 
his vaffal, and to pay him an annual tribute {0 
long as he remained on the throne of ffrael, — 
Hofhea, for fome time, fent his prefents and 
his tribute money with very great punctuality ; 


| but at length, having entered into a confederacy 


with So]]; king of Egypt; he flattered himfelf 
with being ‘able, by his affiftance, to fhake off 
the Affyrian yoke, and therefore withdrew his 
fubjection, by refufing ‘to pay the tribute, as he 
had been aceuftomed to do for more than feven 
years. ae: 
In confequence of this remiffnefs Shalmanefer, 
who was a ftranger to the caufe of it, marched 
with a very large army againft Hofhea; and 
having fubdued all the furrounding country, and 
amaffed prodigious wealth *; he advanced to 
Samaria, and immediately laid fiege to the place: 
Such was the ftrength of the fortifications, and 
fuch the refolution of Hofhea, that the inhabi- 
tants held out more than three years, but at length 
were compelled to furrender, which was in the 
ninth and laft year of Hofhea’s reign. 
Shalmanefer, having made himfelf compleat 


matter 





he gave his confent to its Becaufe witholit forne tacit encoue 
ragement at leaft, they durft not have ventured to do it. 

|| This So, with whom Hofhea entered into confederacy’; 
is, in profane authors, called Sabacon, that famoiis Erhio- 
pian mentioned by Herodotts and Diodotus Siculus, who, in 
the beginning of Hesekiah’s reign; invaded Egypt, and 
having taken Boccharis, the king thereof, prifoner, had 
him, in great cruelty, burnt alive, and then feized on his 
kingdom. : 

* Antong other rich things which Shalmanefer took and' 
carried away in this expedition, was the goldén calf which 
jeroboam ‘had fet up at. Bethel, and which, ever fince his 
time, had been worthipped by the ten tribes that had revolted 
with him trom the houfe of David, as the other golden calf, 
which he fet up at the fame time at ‘Dan, “had been taken 
from thence about ten years before by Tiglath-pilefer, when 
he invaded Galilee, the province wherein that city flood. 
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mafter of Samaria, punifhed Hofhea with great 
feverity, by ordering him to be-immediately put 
in chains, conducted to prifon, and. there kept 
in clofe confinement during the ‘remainder of his 
life. The inhabitants not only of Samaria, but 
alfo of the principal places in the Ifraelitith do- 
minions, he made captives, carrying them away, 
and placing them in the northern parts of Affy- 
ria, and in the cities of the Medes. Suth was 
the wretched fate of a people, who difdained 
fubjection to the Jaws, and defpifed the admoni- 
tions of the prophets, who repeatedly forewarned 
them that a continued courfe of impiety would 
certainly end in their deftruction. 

In order to fupply the place of the Ifraelites in 
the land of Samaria, Shalmanefer fent feveral 
colonies of his own fubjecéts from Babylon and 
other places, to inhabit the principal parts of the 
country... But thele being too few for the pur- 
pofe, and withal a very wicked and _ idolatrous 
people, the Divine Providence permitted lions, 
and other wild beafts to multiply upon them to 
fuch a degree, that they were forced to make a 
reprefentation thereof to the Affyrian court, 
which they did in words to this effect: ‘* That, 
“ being ignorant of the manner wherein they 
*€ were to worfhip the God of the country, they 
* fuppofed that this affliction was fent upon 
«© them ; and therefore they humbly prayed, that 
“ fome priefts of the Jewifh nation might be 
«© fent to inftruét them in that particular.” This 
requeft was immediately complied with : but as 
thefe colonies confifted of a mixture of dif- 
ferent nations and provinces, they joined the 
worfhip of the true God with that of the feveral 
idols of the countries from whence they came, 
fo that the whole was a medley of different reli- 
gions, fome of which, as praétifed by the colo-~ 
nifts, were of the moft ftrange and unaccountable 
nature. 

Such was the end of the Ifraelitith kingdom, 
after it had fubfifted above two hundred and fifty- 
fix-years ; and fuch was the beginning of that 
mixture of people, who afterwards went under the 
nanie of Samaritans. . 


Among the captive Ifraelites who were carried 
away by Shalmanefer was one Tobit +, a man 
of the tribe and city of Naphthali. He had 





+ — Though the Book of ‘Tobit, from whence this ftory is 
taken, was not admitted by the Jews among their canunical 
hooks of fcripture, nor received as canonical till the Council 
of Trent pafled an order for that purpote, yet ic has been 
allowed, not only by the Jews, but Hkewile the generality 
of Chriftian Fathers, to be atrue hillory of this particular 
family, an admirable example of charity and beneficence, 
and an excellent pattern of paternal care and filial obedience. 
The Book itfelf is fuppofed to have heen written, the for- 
mer part by ‘Tobit him(felf, and the latter by his fon; at leaft 
itis thought that they left behind them memoirs of their 
family, and fuch materials, as a later author, who lived very 
Tilcely either in, or after the captivity, might compile, and 
digeft into proper order. Itis notdoubted, but that the ori- 
ginal of this book was either in Hebrew or Chaldee. St. Je- 
rome, having met with a Chaldee copy of it, did not quettion 


but that he had got the original, and, accordingly, employed a | 


man, who was perfectly wel! fkilled in that language, to render 
it into Hebrew, whilit himfelf tranflated it into Latin ; and 
this is the verfion that the church of Rome chiefly efteems. 
Before this verfion, there was another (which is reckoned the 
moft antient) done inte Greek ; but who the author of it 


Fur HISFORY or.tue HOLY -BIBLE.:. 
if ferved God from his youth,"and in the courfe .of 


1 iBoox lit 


his -life diftinguifhed himfelfi-by fuch. aéts-as moR 


t tended to-the benefit of: his! fellow-creagutics.| He 


married one “Anna, ‘a‘woman Of: his :own ‘tribe, 
by::‘whom he had a fon named ‘Fobias, or. Tobin, 
who, being naturally:of a good difpofition, led 4 
me pious and religtous life. | ta 

Phis little family, during their captivity, con. 
tinued, in the ftricteft manner they were able, 
to ferve their God: they would: not-eat.of the 
food of the heathens, but ‘lived-after the mariner 
of the Jews. The piety of Tobit was fo. con. 
fpicuous, and his whole:condu& fo meritorious, 
that he was at length taken notice of by! Shak: 
manefer, who, confiding in his integrity, imade 
him his purveyor, and at the fame time gave him 
permiffion to go whither he pleafed. 

Tobit made a pious ufe of this indulgence, 
by taking every opportunity he could of vifiting 
and relieving his diftreffed countrymen. -He 
went one day to Rages, a city of the Medes, 
having with him ten talents of filver which the 
king had beftowed on him; and finding one Ga. 
bael, of his owntribe, very poor, and in great 
diftrefs, he lent him the ten talents of filver, at 
the fame time taking his promife for the re-pay- 
ment of the money. 

A fhort time after this Shalmanefer died, and 
was fucceeded by his fon Sennacherib, who was a 
very cruel prince, and perfecuted the poor If- 
raelites with the greatelt feverity. But this did 
not intimidate the good and pious Tobit, whe 
ftill continued to do all the fervices for his coun- 
trymen thatlay in his power: he went daily to 
vifit, and diftribute among them whatever he 
could obtain for their relief: in fhort, he fed the 
hungry, clothed the naked, and buried’ thofe 
who died, or were flain by order of the king. 

Sennacherib had been {ome time.in the land of 
Judea, when it pleafed God to: fend: ‘among: his 
foldiers a moft dreadful plague, which in a ‘fhort 
time carried off great numbers. In confequence 
of this Sennacherib left the country, and re- 


| turning home full of rage againft the Ifraelites; 


he ordered many of them to be put to death. 
The ‘good Tobit was greatly afflicted f6r the 
diftreffes of his countrymen, andas the laft thiag 
he could do for thofe who had fallen victims to 
the king’s cruelty, he decently interred their re- 

. mains, 








was, or from what language he tranflated it, we have but 
{mall foundation for conjecture ; though fome have been apt 
to think, that it came from the fame fountain from whence 
St. Jerome had his, but that the tranflator had taken fuch 
freedoms with the text, as obliged him to re-tranflate it. 
‘The Latin tranflation, which way in ufe before St. Jerome’s 
appeared, feems to have been taken from the Greck, though ia 
many places it varies from it, by abridging fometimes, and 
fometimes amply fying the narration. The Hebrew copies, pul - 
lithed by Fagius and. Muntter, are nothing but tranflatigns (and 
thoie very modern ones) from the Greek or Latin verfions, 
though, in many places of the book, they take the freedom 
to vary from them. ‘That of Munfter is fuppofed to have 
been done by himéelf, and that of Fagius by the Jews of Con- 
(lantinople, in the year 1517, and has fo near a conformity to 
the Greek, that no doubt can be made of its being defcended 
from thence. Thefe are the feveral verfions that we: have of 
this Book of Tobit, which, as it was not received into the 
Canon of the Jews, was not therefore admitted ‘into that of — 
the antient Chriftian authors, who confined themfelves to 
thofe books only, which the Jews allowed to. be canonical. 
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ins. The king being informed of this or- 
pa Tobit to be put to death, and all his 
pofieflions to be feized; but Tobit, having luckily 


ot notice of thefe orders, immediately fled, 


and as he had been a friend to many in diftrefs, 
fo he did not now wanta friend to conceal him 
from the malice and refentment of the king. 

About two months after the flight of Tobit; 
the king was murdered-by his two fons, upon 
which Tobit returned to his houfe; and, through 
the inrereft of Achiacharus, his nephew, who 
was cup-bearer to Sarchedonus, the fucceffor of 
Sennacherib, all his goods and poffeffions were 
reftored to him. The danger he had been in 
during the life of the late king did not deter him 
from {till continuing to bury the dead; upon 
which fome of his neighbours mocked and re- 
yiled him, laying, This man it not yet afraid to 
be put to death for this matter: who fled away; 
and vet, lo, he burieth the dead again. ; ; 

Tobit, having one day greatly fatigued him- 
felf in the charitable office of burying the dead, 
laid himfelf down to reft under a wall. While 
he was afleep there fell from a {parrow’s neft fome 
hot dung on his face, fome of which getting in- 
to his eyes, there came a whitenefs over them 
which obfcured his fight. He immediately ap- 
plied to the phycifians for relicf, but they were 
unable to do him any fervice, and he continued 
for fone time totally blind. This affliction he 
bore with great patience, but it reduced him to 
fuch diftrefs, that his wife was obliged to work 
for the fupport of the family. 

Tobit, thinking he had not long to live, gave 
his fon many excellent inftructions relative to his 
future conduét in life; having done which he 
ordered him to go to Rages, to recover the ten 
talents he had lent Gabael, Young Tobias 
exprefled his ‘unwillingnefs to undertake the 
journey alone; upon which his father bade 
him look out for fome civil perfon to bear 
him company, and he would amply requite 
him for his trouble. 

While young Tobias was in fearch of a pro- 
per perfon to accompany him on this bufinefs, 
the angel Raphael appeared to him in the fhape of 
a young Ifraelite, and offered to condué him to 
Gabael at Rages, at whofe houfe he faid he had 
been, calling himfelf Azariah, the fon of Ana- 
nias. Pleafed with the figure of the perfon who 
offered thefe fervices, young Tobias went with 
him to his father, who, after fome enquiries who 
he was, and what reward he would have for his 
trouble, agreed he fhould accompany his fon, 
and the neceflary preparations being made on 





{ The river Tigris was not much celebrated in antient 
times, but it is well known to thofe who have, of late years, 
vilited our Fatt India fettlements. It rifes in the Armenian 
Mouniain:, and reccived its name’ from its rapidity, the word 
‘Tigis, in the Medean language, fignitying a dart or ar- 
“edt pafies through ihe lake Arethufa, and afterwards 
ii sing into the earth, rifes again on the other fide of Mount 
.lur, 
ety of experiments, forthings thrown in on one fide have 
)ca brought up on the other, It proceeds from Mount 
Tauris tothe lake ‘Thefpites, but often finks under ground 
by tne way, particularly in one place, where it hides itflf 
for the fpace of twenty-five miles, and then breaking up to 
the tarface of the earth, it proceeds with great rapidity. Be- 
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+ that it is the fame river hath been evinced by a va-: 


the part of Tobias, they fet out on their jour- 
ney. : 

On the evening of the firft day they ftopped 
at a houfe near the banks of the river Tigris +, 
and Tobias, being fatigued with walking, went 
to the water to wath his feet; accompanied by the 
angel Raphael. When he came to the river he 
faw a fifth coming out of the water, which was 
of fo prodigious a fize that he was fearful it 
would devour him. The angel, obferving how 
much he was intimidated, bade him take courage, 
lay hold of the fifh, and pull him upon the land. 
Tobias did as he was commanded, upon which 
the angel bade him take out the entrails, and 
carefully preferve the heart, gall and liver, af- 
figning for a reafon, that the heart and liver be- 
ing burnt on coals, the finoak arifing from them 
would drive away evil fpirits, and that the gall 
was an excellent remedy for removing imper- 
fections in the fight. They then dreffed a part 
of the fifth, and, after having properly refrefhed 
themfelves, proceeded on their journey to Ra- 
ges. 

When they came near Ecbatane §, a city of 
Mcdea, the angel told Tobias there was a man 
in that city called Raguel, who was of the faine: 
tribe with him, and a near kinfinan; and that 
he had an only daughter named Sara: that they 
would go and lodge at his houfe, and thet he 
fhould afk of him his daughter in marriage. To- 
bias told him he was informed that fhe had al- 
ready been married to feven hufbands, who were 
all dead and that the evil fpirit had killed them 
on the very night of their marriage. That he 
feared the fame fate would befall him, and being 
an only fon his death would caufe fuch great af- 
fliction to his aged parents that it would haften 
their end. The angel anfwered, that the perfons 
over whom the evil fpirit had power were fuch 
as married without the fear of God, and only 
thought of fatisfying their brutal appetites: that 
to prevent the like misfortunes which had befallen 
the others, when he married the young woman 
he fhould ftrictly obferve continence for: the firft 
night, and {pend the greater part of his time’ in 
prayer to God. That he fhould lay the liver of 
the fifh on the fire, and it would drive away the 
evil fpirit; and that after the firft night was 
paffed he fhould take the young woman in the 
tear of the Lord, and for the fake of having 
children. 

When Tobias and the angel Raphael arrived 
at the houfe of Raguel, he received them with 
great refpect, and entertained them in the beft 
manner his houle would afford; from which 

treatment 
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tween Affyria and Mefopotamia, it receives feveral rivers in« 
to its bofom ; and below Bagdat, it branches into two chan- 
nels, which both difembogue themfelves into the Euphrates, 
and by that means form an ifland. 

§. The city of Ecbatane was one of the moft antient of 
which we have any accounts in hiftory, for it was built by 
Deijoces, the firft king of Medea, feveral centurics before 
ie were led into captivity. Before that period the 
Medes, like the Celtes of olds lived in woods, dens and 
caves; but this wife prince, having colleéted them together, 
and built this city, made it the feat of his regal dignity. 
It was finely fituated on an eminence, from which there was 
the moft extenfive profpect of fields, woods, tiversand vine. 
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treatment Tobias was encouraged to do as the. 


angel had directed, namely, to afk of Raguel 
his daughter Sara in marriage. The old man at 
firft hefitated to comply with his requeft, fearing 
left the fame mifchief fhould fall on him which 
had happened to the other feven that had married 
her; but the angel bidding him not fear, he 
called his daughter, and taking her by the hand, 
prefented her to Tobias, faying, Behold, here fhe 
ts, take her after the law of Mofes, and lead ber 
away to thy father. 

Tobias punctually performed what the angel 
had enjoined with refpect to his conduct to his 
wife on the firft night after marriage. He roafted 
the liver of the fifh, on the coals. and fpent the 
whole night in continence and prayer, addreffing 
himfelf to God in thefe words: ‘* Bleffed art 
“¢ thou, O God of our fathers, and bleffed is 
“* thy holy and glorious name for ever; let the 
heavens blefs thee and all thy creatures. Thou 
madeft Adam, and gaveft him Eve his wife 
for an helper and {tay : of them came man- 
kind: Thou haft faid, Itis not good that man 
fhould be alone; let us makeunto him an 
aid like unto himfelf. And now, O Lord, I 
take not this my fifter for luft, but uprightly : 
«* therefore mercifully ordain that we may be- 
“<< come aged together.” 

Raguel, who expected the fame fate would 
attend Tobias as the other feven who had been 
married to his daughter, arofe early in the morn- 
ing, went out, and dug a grave in order to inter 
the body as foon as poffible. On his return he 
defired his wife to fend one of the maids to fee 
if Tobias was alive. The girl, on entering the 
room, found them both in bed, and afleep, of 
which giving her mafter notice, he firft praifed 
God, and then ordered one of his fervants to go 
and fill up the grave. 

This unexpected event gave fuch fatisfaction 
to Raguel, that he made a moft fumptuous en- 
tertainment on the occafion, and conjured his 
fon-in-Jaw Tobias to ftay with him a fortnight, 
after which he would give him half his poffef- 
ficn$, and he fhould return in fafety to his father. 
Tobias complied with Raguel’s requeft, but that 
he might not feem to neglect the bufinefs on 
which his father had fent him, he entreated the 
angel, whom he ftill took to be Azariah, to go 
to Rages, in order to receive the money of 
Gabael, which he was indebted to his father. 
The angel did as Tobias defired, and having 
fetdled with Gabael, and told him all that had 
paffed relative to Tobias’s marriage, he took 
him with him to Ecbatane, in order to partici- 
pate of the nuptial feaft. 

In the mean time old Tobit and his wife were 
in the greateft anxiety of mind on account of 
the long abfence of their fon. The mother, 
indeed, was inconfolable, faying, My fon is dead, 
feeiig he flayeth fo long: Now I care for nothing, 
my jon, fince I have let thee go, the light of mine 
eyes. But old Tobit ufed all the arguments he 
could to remove her apprehenfions, and pacify 
her, faying, Hold thy peace, takeno care, for beis fafe. 

The fourteen days of the marriage feaft being 
expired, young Tobias requefted of his father- 
in-law, that he might take his leave and return 
home, as his parents would confequently be very 
unealy at his long abfence. Raguel readily con- 
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fented tothis requeft, and gave him, as he had 

promifed, one half of his poffeffions with his. 
daughter; having done which he bleffed them, 

and faid, My children, the God of beaven give yoy 

a Bree journey. Then addreffing himfelf to 

his daughter, he gave her this advice : Honour thy 

father and thy mother-in-law, which are now thy 

parents, that I may hear good report of thee, 
Edna, the wife of Raguel, then addreffed To- 

bias as follows: The Lord of heaven grant that J 

may fee thy children of my daughter Sara before J 
die, that I may rejoice before the Lord: bekold, I 
commit my daughter unto thee of fpecial trup; 

wherefore do not intreat her evil. 

Tobias, having taken leave of his father-in- 
law, fet out on his journey home, accompanied 
by the angel, his wife, and feveral fervants, ta- 
king with him many cattle and camels, with - 
other articles, which Raguel had given him asq 
marriage portion with his daughter. When they 
came within fome diftance of Nineveh, the angel 
and Tobias went on before,’ in order to fatisfy 
Tobias’s parents, as foon as poffible, of his fatety, 
as alfo to make the neceflary preparations for 
receiving the company that followed him. On 
their way the angel (having direéted Tobias to 
take the fifh’s gall with him) told him that as 
foon as he fhould fee his father to anoint his 
eyes with it: that as it would make them finart, 
he would confequently rub them with his hands, 
whereby the philm would come off, and his fight 
fhould be reftored. 

The mother of Tobias, being anxious for the 
return of her fon, had gone fome way from her 
houfe in expectatation of feeing him: nor wasit 
long before her wifhes were gratified. As foon 
as fhe beheld him, fhe ran with eager joy back 
to her houfe, faying to her hufband, Behcld, thy 
fon cometh, and the man that went with him. 
When Tobias arrived his mother embraced him 
with tears of joy, and then expreffed her fatis- 
faction in thefe words: Seeing i have feen thee, 
my fon, from henceferth 1 am content to die. The 
old man, hearing his fon’s voice, arofe to meet 
him at the door, in order to falute him, but 
being blind, he ftumbled and could not proceed. 
Young Tobias, taking him by the hand, placed 
him in his feat, and immediately, agreeable to 
the direction of the angel, rubbed his eyes with 
the fith’s gall, faying, Be of good hope my father. 
The gall making the old man’s eyes fmart, he 
rubbed them, upon which the philm, or white- 
nefs came off, and he beheld his darling fon 
Tobias. He immediately embraced him, and 
wept for joy, having done which he expreffed 
his thankfulnefs to God for the recovery of his 
fight in thefe words: Bleffed (faid he) art thou, 
O God, and bleffed is thy name for ever , and blefed 
are all thine boly angels: for thou baft fcourged, 
and baft taken pity on me: for, bebold, I fee my 


fon Tobias. 


After thefe mutual embraces were over, To- 
bias related to his parents the particulars of all 
that had happened during his abfence, and in- 
formed them that his wife, with her attendants, 
were near at hand. In confequence of this old 
Tobit accompanied his fon to the gate of the 
city, in order to receive them, the. people in 
their way expreffing their aftonifhment at his 
haying recovered his fight, of which he An 
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totally divefted upwards of ‘eight years. 
oe foon 5 Tobias’s wite, with her attendants, 
arrived, Old: Tobit received her with ail the 
tendernefs of a parent, faying, Thou art welcome, 
taiobeer : God be bleffed which bath brought thee 
aD us, and bleffed be thy father and mother. The 
whole company then proceeded to Tobit’s houfe, 
where they celebrated the marriage with the 
greaceft feftivity and joy for feven days. 

After their feftivity was over on this occafion old 
Tobit recolleéted the obligation he lay under to 
Azariah, who had accompanied his fon in his 
journey, and brought him fafe back. He there- 
‘ore told Tobias to reward him for his trouble, 
and to give him fomething more than what he 
had apreed to do. My fon, (faid he) jee that the 
mar pave bis wages which went with thee, and 
then muff give him more. Young Tobias replied, 
Q fatver, it is no harm to me to give him balf of 
ilofe things which I bave brought: for be bath 
licught me again to thee, and made whole my wife, 
cond brought me tke money, and likewsfe healed 
thee. 4 

Tobias, calling the angel to him (whom he 
had all along taken for Azariah) offered him half 
of what he had brought with him from Ecba- 
tane as a reward for his fervices. On this Ra- 
phael difcovered himfelf to be a meffenger from 
God, faying, Jam Raphael, one of the feven ely 
anzelt, which prefent the prayers of the faints, and 
which go in and out before the glory of the Holy 
Oue. So unexpected a declaration greatly alarmed 
both Tobit and his fon, who immediately fell 
proftrate on the ground. The angel bade them 
arife, and fear not, for all things fhould go well 
with them. J¢ is not, faid he, of any favour of 
nse, but by the will of God I came, wherefore, 
preife kim jor ever. all tkefe days I did appear 
wato you, but I did neither eat nor drink, but ye 
did fee a vifion. Now therefore give God thanks, 
for I go up to bim thot fent me. After the angel 
‘had faid this, Tobie and his fon arofe, when, 
to their great aftonifhment, they no more beheld 
the perfon they had taken for Azariah, he having, 
between his addrefs to them, and their rifing 
from the ground, fuddenly difappeared. _ 

This fingular incident ftruck a deep impref- 
fion on the minds of both Tobit and his fon, the 
former of whom wrote a moft excellent prayer 
on the occafion, in which he expreffed his thank- 
fulnefs to God for the great benefits he had re- 
ceived at his hands, and ftrongly recommended 
it to others to fly to him for protection. 

V obit lived many years after this, during 
wh.ch ime he principally employed himfelf in 
the {ane manner he had done previous to the 
of of his fight, namely, doing all the good 


_year of his age. 


that laid in his power towards relieving the dif- 
treffes of his captive brethren. When he found 
his-end approaching, he called te him- his. fon. 
Tobias, to whom, after giving him fome excel- 
lent inftructions relative to the future condué 


.of chis life, he foretold the deftruétion both of 


Nineveh and Jerufalem, and advifed him, after 
his and his mother’s deaths, to retire with 
his family into Media. <‘* Go, my foa, faid 
“he, into Media, for I furely believe thofe 
things which Jonas the prophet fpake of 
Nineveh; that it fhall be overthrown, and 
that for a time peace fhall rather be in Media; 
and that our brethren hall lie feattered in the 
earth from that good Jand; and Jerufalem hall 
“ be defolate, and the houfe of God in it fhall 
be burned, and fhall be defolate for a time ; 
and that again God will have mercy on them, 
and bring them again into the land, where they 
fhall build a temple, but not like to the firft, 
until the time of that age be fulfilled; and af- 
terward they fhall return from all places of 
their captivity, and build up Jerufalem glo- 
rioufly, and the houfe of God fhall be built in 
it for ever with a glorious building, as the 
prophets have fpoken thereof. And all na- 
tions fhall turn, and fear the Lord God truly, 
*€ and fhall bury their idols. So fhall all nations 
praife the Lord, and his people fhall confefs 
“* God, and the Lord fhall exalt his people; and 
*€ all thofe which love the Lord God in truth and 
‘¢ juftice fhall rejoice, fhewing mercy to our bre- 
“« thren. And now, my fon, depart out of Ni- 
‘¢ neveh, becaufe that thofe things which the 
*« prophet Jonas fpake fhall furely come ta 
“© pafs.” 

Fobit having given this advice and thefe in- 
ftruétions to his fon, foon after paid the debt 
of nature, at which time he was in the 185th 
year of his age. ' . 

Tobias ftri€tly obeyed the injunctions of his 
dying father, for after the death of his mothe 
he left Nineveh, and retired with his whole fa. 
mily to his father-in-law’s at Ecbatane, whom he 
{till found living in a very advanced age. 

On the death of Raguel, Tobias inherited all 
his poffeffions, and, from his induftry, became 
exceeding wealthy, fo that at his death he left an 
ample provifion for his family. He followed 
the fteps of his father in doing acts of benefi- 
cence, not only to his countrymen, but to all 
others who laboured under diftrefs ; and having 
thus {pent his time he at length died in the 127th 
A Short time before his diffo- 
lution he heard of the deftruction of Nineveh, 
which was taken by Nabuchodonofor : and before 
his death be rejoiced over Nineveh, 
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CHAP. 


Fotham, tbe fon and fucceffor of Uzziah, reigns profperoufly over Fudab for fixteen years, and then 
dies. He is fucceeded by his fom Abaz, who is a very wicked prince, and, inftead of reforming the 
people, promotes idolatry. Rezin, king of Syria, and Pekab, king of Ifrael, invade bis territories, 
and greatly perplex bim. He makes a@ league with the king of Affyria, and becomes tributary to 
him. He orders the temple of Ferufalem to be fout up, fuppreffes the true worfhip of God, and 
Supplies its place with the idolatrous worfbip of the Syrians. He dies, andy for bis impiettes, is 
refufed interment in the royal fepulchres. He is fucceeded by bis fon Hezekiah, who renews the 
paffover, deftroys idolatry, and reftores the worlbip of the temple. His ficknefs and remarkable 
recovery. He forms an ailiance with the king of Babylon. Makes a truce with Sennacherib, king 
of <Afpria. Receives an haughty and threatening meffage from him, at which he is greatly 
alarmed, but is comforted by the prophet Ifaiah; who affures him that no danger foall enfue. Sen- 
nacherib marches againft Ferufalem with a defign of totally deftroying it, but is prevented by 
the Divine interpofition, the greater part of bis army being deffroved in one night by an angel. 


Death of Hezekiah. 


Ws: have in the preceding chapters of this 


Book, related every particular circum- 
ftance that occurred from the firft feperation of 
the Ifraelites into two kingdoms, to the over- 
throw of the ten tribes, or that of Ifrael, by 
Shalmanefer, king of Affyria. Previous to, as 
well as for many years after, the latter incident, 
a variety of circumftances took place in the 
kingdom of Judah, the Hiftory of which we 
fhall now refume from the death of Uzziah, and 
proceed regularly to relate every tranfaction that 
happened till the overthrow of that kingdom, 
and the captivity of the inhabitants, by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, king of Babylon. 

On the death of Uzziah, king of Judah, his 
fon Jotham fucceeded to the throne, at which 
time he was twenty-five years of age, though, 
from his father’s natural imperfections, he had 
the whole adminiftration of affairs in his hands 
fome years before. He was a prince remarkable 
for his excellent qualities and virtues; a man 
exemplary for his reverence to God, his juftice 
to man, and his care for the commonwealth. 
He made it his bufinefs to fet and keep things 
in order; to rectify whatever he found amifs; 
and, in matters of religion, would have made a 
thorough reformation, but his people were na- 
turally fo exceeding wicked, that they obftructed 
his defigns. He took care, however, to repair 
the temple ; to rebuild the high-gate which led 
from his palace, and, to fecure himfelf againft 
hoftile incurfions, raifed feveral ftruétures both 
in the mountains and forefts, for the fecurity and 
defence of his kingdom. 

Thus did Jotham continue to difpofe of his 
time for the benefit and fecurity of his fubjeéts 
for fome years, during which peace and tran- 
quillity were preferved throughout his domi- 
nions. But at length he was interrupted by the 
Ammonites, who had been formerly conquered 
by David, and made tributary to the crown of 
Judah. ‘Thefe people, having grown exceeding: 
powerful, invaded his territories, and made de- 


| predations in various parts; upon which Jotham, 


marching againft them with a confiderable body 
of forces; foon. drove them out of his country, 
and impofed a tribute on their king of an hun- 
dred talents of filver, ten thoufand meafures of 
wheat, and as many of barley, to be paid annu- 
alfy. 

Fhe Ammonites continued to pay this tribute 
to Jotham for three years, at the expiration of 
which Rezin king of Syria, and Pekah, king of 
Ifrael, having entered intaa confederacy againft 
Judah, they took this apportunity of revolting; 


‘and Jotham had it never after in his power to 


reduce them to fubjection. 

Before the preparations for war on the parts 
of the two confederate kings Rezin and Pekah, 
took effect, Jotham paid the debt of nature, in 
the forty-firft year of his age, and fixteenth of 
his reign. He was buried in the royal fepulchre 
of his anceftors, and his death was univerfally 
lamented by his fubjects. 

On the deceafe of Jotham, his fon Ahaz (who 
was then about twenty years of age) fucceeded 
to the throne. He was a very wicked prince, 
and, inftead of following the maxims of his 
father, not only gave himfelf up to idolatry, but 
endeavoured to promote it among his fubjects. 
But he was at firft in fome degree interrupted by 
the ftate of public affairs at his father’s death, he 
greatly dreading the confequences that might 
arife from the preparations making by the con- 
junctive kings, Rezin and Pekah, agaisft 
him. 

The plan laid down by the confederate kings 
was, firit to make themfelves mafters of Jerufa- 
lem, and then to extirpate the whole houfe of 
David, and fet up a new king, of their appoint- 
ment, on the throne of Judah. This plan, 
however, proved abortive. It was the’ will of 
Providence ta punifh Ahaz alone for his wicked- 
nefs, and not to cut off the whole race of his 
fervant David. Ie was therefore pleafed to 
fend to Ahaz the prophet Ifaiah, to sara 
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him in making the moft vigorous defence againft 
the enemy, and to affure him that they fhould 
not fucceed in their attempt. As a proof that 
what he faid might be depended on, the prophet 
gave Ahaz two figns, one of which was to be 
accomplifhed fpce ily, and the other at fome 
diftance of time. he firlt of thefe was, that 
the fon, which Lfaiah then had, fhould not be 
of age to difcern between good and evil before 
both the two kings Rezin and Pekah fhould be 
be cut off from the land *. 
that a virgin fhould conceive, and bare a fon, 
who fhould be called Immanuelt; fo that he 
might reft himfelf fatisfied, becaufe the deftruc- 
tion of the Houfe of David could in no cafe 
happen until the Mefiiah fhould be born, in this 
miraculous manner, of a virgin defcended from 
that family. 

The confederate kings, having made all ne- 
ceffary preparations, marched with a very for- 
midable army into the kingdom of Judah, and 
after committing various depredations in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, at length laid fiege 
to Jerufalem. Ahaz, in confequence of the 
advice given him by the prophet Ifaiah, ufed his 
utmoft efforts to defeat their defign of taking the 
place ; and fuch was the ftrength of the city, 
and the unanimous refolution of the inhabitants, 
that the enemy, finding themfelves not able to 
obtain a conqueft fo foon as they expected, raifed 
the fiege, and returned home. 

Notwithftanding the manifeft interpofition of 
Providence in behalf of Ahaz, yet, to fuch a 
degree was he naturally prone to wickednefs, that, 
inftead of any ways reforming, he grew more 
vicked and obdurate in his fins. He not only 
promo.ed the worfhip of the golden calves (for 
which he had not the fame politic reafon the kings 
of ‘irae] had) but made molten images likewife 
for all the idols of the heathens. ‘To thefe he 
facrificed, and burnt incenfe in the high-places, 
and on hills, and under every green tree; and, 
to add to all his other impietics, he made his 
fon pafs through the fire { in the valley of 
Hinnom § according to the cuftom of the hea- 
thens, whom God had czit out to make room for 
the children of Ifrael. 

Thefe diftinguifhed enormities were fo highly 
offenfive to God, that he was pleafed to punifh 
him by means of the two confederate kings Re- 
zin and Pekah, who, the year following, marched 
into his country with the fame confiderable army 
they had under their command when they laid 





* [faiah viii. 4. 

+ Ibid. vii, 14. 

t It is the opinion of all commentators, that this pug 
through the fire was performed either by caufing the chil 
to pafs between two fires made near each other, by way of it’s 
confecration to the fervice of the idol Moloch, or by fhutting 
up the child in the body of the idol, which was made of 
brafs, in body like a man, but in head hike an ox. It was 
{o great in bulk, that the body was divided into feven diftin& 
cells, into one of which the child to be facrificed being put, 
was fuffocated and burnt to death by the heat which was con- 
veyed from a fire without. And that the fhrieks of the 
child might not be heard, the priefts beat drums, from whence 
the place was called Topher, which, in the Hebrew language, 
fignifies a drum. 

§ Hinnom was, in all probability, the name of fome 
*minent perfon in very antient times, to whom this valley 
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fiege to Jerufalem. ‘They divided. their troops 
into three parts, the firft of which was placed. 
under Rezin king of Syria, the fecond under 
Pekah king of Ifrael, and the third under Zi- 
chri, a mighty man of Ephraim; fo that. they. 
invaded the dominions of Ahaz in three different 
parts at the fame time. 

Rezin, king of Syria, poffeffed himfelf of 
Elath |, out of which he drove the Jews, placed 
the Edomites in their ftead, and, having loaded 
his army with fpoils, and taken a prodigious 
number of captives, returned in triumph to Da- 
mafcus. 

Pekah, king of Hrael, marched with his army 
againft Ahaz, and gave him foterrible an over- 
throw, that no lefs than one hnndred and twenty 
thoufand men were flain in the field of battle. 

Zichri, taking advantage of this victory, 
marched with his army to Jerufalem, and, ha- 
ving made himfelf matter of the city, flew Maa- 
feiah, the king’s fon, together with feveral of 
the moft principal people belonging to the 
court. ne 

After thefe two defeats, the Hraclitith armies, 
namely, the one under Pekah, and the other un- 
Zichri, returned to Samaria, taking with them a 
prodigious quantity of fpoil, with upwards of 
two hundred thoufand prifoners whom they in- 
tended to have fold for flaves. But in this they 
were difappointed by means of the prophet Oded, 
who, on their approach near the city, went out 
to meet them, accompanied by a great number 
of the principal inhabitants. As foon as Oded 
came up with the two confederate kings, and 
faw the number of captives they had with them, he 
remonttrated with the two commanders Pekah and 
Zichri, on their cruelty to their brethren in thefe 
words: ‘* Behold (faid he) becaufe the Lord 
“ God of your fathers was wrath with Judah, 
“¢ he hath delivered them into your hand, and ye 
« have flain them in a rage that reacheth up un- 
« to heaven. And now ye propofe to keep under 
«© the children of Judah and Jerufalem for bond- 
«© men and bondwomen unto you: but are there 
« not with you, even with you, fins againft the 
« Lord your God? Now hear me, therefore, and 
«© deliver the captives again, which ye have taken 
ee Sra of your brethren: for the fierce wrath 
of the Lord is upon you.” 

When Oded had finifhed his fpeech the prin- 
cipal men of the city who accompanied him, 
ftrengthened his remonftrance by addreffing 
themfelves to the two commanders in thefe words: 
“ Ye 





belonged, and to whofe polterity it defcended, front whence 
it is fometimes called the Valley of the children of Hinnom. 
It was a fine fpot of ground fituatcd on the eaft-fide of Je- 
rufalem, and fo delightfully thaded with trees, that it ine 
vited the people to make it a place of idolatrous worfhip, 
whereby it in time became infamous, and was at laf 
turned into a public dunghill for the reception of all kinds 
of filth brought from the city. 

|| Elath, or Elah, was a famous port on the Red Sea, 
which David, in his conquelt of the kingdom of Edom, 
took, and there eftablifhed a great trade to various parts of 
the world. In the reign of Jehoram, the fon of Jehotha- 
phat, the Edomites recovered their capa and became fole 
matters of this city, until the time that Uzziah recovered it 
to the dominions of Judah; but, in the reign of Ahaz, the 
Syrians retook it, and reitored it to the Edomites. 
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“ Ye fhall not bring in the captives hither: for 
“ whereas we have offended againft the Lord 
& alreatly, ye intend to add more to our fin and 
* to our trefpafs: for our trefpais is great, and 
¢ there is fierce wrath againft Ifrael.” 

Pekah and Zichri liftened to thefe remon- 
ftrances with all due attention ; they not only re- 
leafed the captives, but likewife cloathed and re- 
Hieved them out of the fpoils they had taken, 
after which they conducted them to Fericho, fuch 
as were not able to walk being carried on affes ; 
from whence they returned at difcretion to their 
refpective habitations. 

No fooner was the kingdom of Judah delivered 
from the fevere oppreffion of the confederate 
kings Pekah and Rezin, than it was invaded by 
enemies from other parts, who treated the people 
with the greateft cruelty. The Edomites to the 
fouth, and the Philiftines to the weft, feized on 
all thofe parts of the country which lay conti- 
guous to them, and, by ravages and inroads, 
committed the moft violent depredations. 

The affairs of Ahaz were in fuch a ficuation 
that he was unable to fend a proper force to 
repel the incurfions of his enemies. He there- 
fore difpatched ambaffadors to Tiglath-pitefer, 
king of Affyria, with a confiderable prefent, 
confifting of all che gold and filver he could find 
in the temple, together with affurances that, if 


he would but fend forces to his affiftance, he | 


would ever after become his vaffai. 

The Affyrian monarch was fo captivated with 
the bribe, and fo well fatisfied with the promifes 
made by Ahaz, that he readily engaged in his 
intereft ; and, marching with a confiderable army 
againft Ream king of Syria, flew him in battle. 
Having done this, he befieged and took Damaf- 
cus *, after which he reduced the whole country 
under his dominion, tranfplanted the people to 
Kir, and fo put an end to the kingdom of Sy- 
via, after it had continued nine or ten genera- 
tions. 

Having thus reduced the kingdom of Syria, 
the next ftep taken by Tiglath-pilefer was, to 
march again{t Pekah, king of Ifracl, over whom 
he was fo fuccefsful that he poffeffed himfelf of 
all the pr neipal places in his dominions firuated 
beyond the river Jordan. He then plundered 
the land of Galilee, and afterwards proceeded 
towards Jerufalem in order to get more money 
from Ahaz as a reward for his fervices. Such 
was his avarice, and fuch the weaknefs and pu- 
fManimity of Ahaz, thar he even melted down 
the veffels of the temple to fatisfy him, after 
which he marched back to Damafcus, and there 
wintered, without doing Ahaz any farther fer- 
Vices, 








* The city of Damafcus was in being during the time of 
Abraham, and fome of the antient fathers inform us, that 
this patriarch reigned there immediately after Damafcus its 
founder, Thus much, however, is certain, that one, whom 
Abraham had made free, and appointed tteward of his 
houfe, was of Damafeus (Gen. xv. 2.) ‘at the time he pur- 
fued Chcedorlaomer and the five confederate kings as far as 
Hobah, which lics northward of Damafcus, Gen. xiv. 15. 
‘The feripture does not mention any thing more of this city 
dil the time of David, when Hadad (who, according to Jo- 
fephus, wis the firft that took upon him the title of the king 
of Damafcus) fending troops ty the aflitlance of Hadadezer, 
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Thefe indignitiés, which another man might 
have refented, Ahaz, in his circumftances,' 
thought proper to overlook ; and_not only fo,’ 
but, when he heard that Figlath-pilefer was te. 
turned to Damafcus, he went thither to pay him: 
homage and ebeifance, as his vaffal and tribu- 
tary. 

While Ahaz continued at Damafcus he hap- 


‘ pened to fee am idolatrows altar, which, ftotn itg 


curious. make, fo attra¢ted his fancy, that he or. 
dered a model of it to be taken, and fenr to 
Urijah the high-prieft at Jerufalem, with ofders’ 
to have another made as like it as pofible, tre 
Jah indifcreetly obeyed the king’s: injunétion; 
upon which Ahaz, immediately on his return 
home, removed the Altar of the Lord from the. 
temple, and not only ordered the new one to be 
placed in its ftead, but, for the future, that fa. 
crifices fhould not be offered on any other. In 
fhort, to fuch lengths did he indulge himfelf in 
his favourite idolatry, and with fuch contempt 
did he look upon the true worthip of God, that, 
after having defaced feveral of the moft ftately 
veffels in the temple, he caufed it at length to 
be wholly fhut up, and fuppreffed all Divine 
worfhip throughout his dominions. He ordered 
altars to be raifed not only in various parts of” 
Jerufalem, but likewife in all the principal cities 
of Judah, and on thefe were offered facrifices 
to the various idols worfhipped by the Sy- 

rians 
_ While Ahaz was thus carrying on his horrid 
impieties, God was pleafed to ftop his career, by 
fuddenly cutting him off in the very prime of 
his life, being only thirty-fix years of age, and: 
in the fixteenth of his reign. He was buried in 
the City of David, but not in the royal fepul- 
chres, that honour being denied him on account 
of the wickednefs of his life. 
On the death of Ahaz the throne of Judah 
was filled by his fon Hezekiah, a prince of dif- 
tinguifhed abilities, and celebrated for his {trict 
adherence to juftice and piety. No fooner had 
he got full poffeffion of the kingdom than he 
began, in good earneft, to fet about a thorough 
reforination of religion. He ordered the gates 
of the temple, which his father had fhut up, to 
be opened, his father’s new altar to be removed, 
and the altar of the Lord to be reftored to its 
place. Having done this, he fummoned toge- 
ther the priefts and Levites, whom he addrefied 
in words to this effect: « It is unneceMary for 
‘© me to remind you of the mistortunes conie- 
** quent on my father’s fins, in your refufing the 
** worfhip duc to God, and uniting with him in 
‘* the adoration of his idols: but as experience 
* hath now taught you how dicadful a thing it 
ce 1S 
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king of Zabah, was himfelf defeated hy David, and his 
country fubdued. ‘Towards the end et Solomon’s reign 
Rezin recovered the kingdom of Syria, and fhook cff the 
Jewifh yoke, 1 Kings xi. 23, &c. Scme time after this 
Afa, king of Juduh, implored the help of Benhadad kirg 
of Damaicus, 2gainit Baatha, king of liracl. 1 Kings xv. 18 
And from this time the kings of Damatcus were pew rally 
called Benhadad, till, in this lait controverfy with them, 
Ahaz called ia the afutance of the Affyrian monarch, ¥.20 
killed their king, and carried hi fubjects into capvivity, .¢ 
cording io the predictions of the pro, hets Heich and Awe. 
See Chapters wn. ct each. : 
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«« js to trifle with heaven, I recommend that all | 
“« paft failings may be buried in oblivion: that 
« you cleanfe yourfelves from former pollutions, 

« and that you purify the temple by facrifices 
« and confecrations, in doing of which, and 
«¢ that alone, you may hope for future prof- 
«« perity, as well as pardon for the fins you have 
« committed.” 

The priefts readily obeyed the king’s com- 
mands, and having recovered all the veffels that 
could be found, they firft cleanfed them, and 
then placéd them before the altar of the Lord ; 
after which they removed every impure thing 
that had beén put into the temple by the wicked 
Ahaz, and threw them into the brook Kidron. 

As foon as Hezekiah was informed of the ne- 
ceflary preparations being made in the temple for 
the worfhipping of God, he went to it early 
the next morning, attended by all the chief men 
of his court, and there offered burnt-offerings 
and facrifices in fuch abundance, that the priefts 
were too few to flay them, and were forced to 
accept of the help of the Levites, who (fo great 
was the corruption then in the priefthood) were 
more ready to fanctify themfelves than the prietts. 
When they had made an end of offering, the 
king and all the people bowed themfelves and 
worfhipped, the priefts fang praifes to God in 
the words of David ¢, and of Afapk the feer, 
waile the Levites accompanied their voices with 
various kinds of miufical inftruments. 

The fervice of the temple being thus reftored, 
Hezekiah next propoied within himtelf to revive 
the Paffover, which, on account of the divifion 
of the kingdom, and the frequent commotions 
that took place in confequence thereof, had not 
been properly obferved tor a confiderable time. 
To this purpofe he advifed with the princes and 
chief men of the kingdoin, who unanimoutly 
approved of his intention ; but, becaufe it was 
thought that neither the temple, the priefts, nor 
the people, could be fufficiently fanétitied againft 
the ufual time of obferving it (which was in the 
fir month of the year) it was refolved that it 
fhould be celebrated in the fecond f. 

In confequence of this refolution, a procla-~ 
mation was iffued out, by order of the king, re- 
quiring not only the people of Judah, bur like- 
wife thofe of Iirael, to attend the folemnity. 
The proclamation for this purpofe, which was 
difperfed throughout the two kingdoms, was 
to the following effect: “ Ye children of 
“ Tfrael, turn again unto the Lord God of 
Abraham, Ifaac and Ifrael, and he will return 
to the remnant of you, that are efcaped out 
“ of the hands of the kings of Affyria. Be ye 
* not like your fathers, and like your brethren, 
who trefpaifed againft the Lord God of their 
fathers, who therefore gave them up to defo- 
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+ David was not only a great poet, but likewife mafler 
of mufic, and might therefore compofe and modulate his 
own hymns ; but, whether the mufic of them might not be 
altered or improved in after-ages is a mattcr of fome uncer- 
tainty, The Afaph, here mentioned, was the perfon who 
lived in David’s days, fo famous for his fkill in mufic; and 
the feveral devout pieces he compofed are thofe we meet with, 
prefaced by his name, in the Book of Pfalms. 

t The direétion which the law gives is, that the paffover 
thould be celebrated on zhe fourteenth day of the firft month: 


“© Jation as ye fee. Now be ye not ftiff-necked, 
as your fathers were, but yield yourfelves unto 
© the Lord, and enter into his fanctuary, which 
* he hath fanétified for ever ; and ferve the 
« Lord your God, that the fiercenefs of his 
wrath may turn away from you. For if ye 
turn again unto the Lord, your brethren and 
** your children fhall find compaffion before 
them that lead them captive, fo that they 
“€ fhall come again into this land: for the Lord 
“© your God is gracious and merciful, and will 
not turn away his face from you, if ye return 
** unto him.” 

It cauld hardly be expected but that, after fo 
long a difufe of this holy feftival, an attempt to 
revive it fhould meet with fome fcorn and oppo- 
fition; and therefore we need not wonder that 
many of the tribes of Ephraim, Manaffeh and 
Zebulun, fhould, on being invited to the feaft 
by Hezekiah’s meffengers, treat them with con- 
tempt, which they did by reviling and mocking 
them. Great numbers, however, even from 
thefe parts, gladly embraced the opportunity of 
worfhipping God the true way, and, previous to 
the time appointed, repaired to Jerufalem. As 
for the men of Judah, the power of God wrought 
fo effectually upon them, that they unanimoufly 
obeyed the king and his princes, who, they verily 
believed, acted by the command of the Lord. 

All things being prepared as well as the time 
would permit and the idolatrous altars in Jeru- 
falem demolifhed and thrown into the brook 
Kidron, the people met, and on the fourteenth 
day of the fecond month celebrated the paffover. 
The good king Flezekiah, being tearful that in 
fo great a multitude there might be fome who 
had not obferved the ceremony of fanctifying 
themfelves, offered this atoning prayer for them: 
«© The good Lord pardon every one that pre- 
‘.pareth his heart to feek God, even the Lord 
©‘ God of his fathers; although he be not 
© cleanfed, according to the purification of the 
© fanctuary.”” 

The concourfe of people affembled on _ this 
occafion was fo numerous, that it might be juftly 
reckoned one of the greateft paffovers that had 
been folemnized from the days of king Solomon. 
The ufual time which the law directs for the 
continuance of this feaft is feven days; but, as 
it had been long neglected, they now doubled 
the time, and kept it fourteen. The king gave 
to the people one thouland bullocks and feven 
thoufand fheep; and the princes gave the like 
number of bullocks and ten thoufand fheep. 
The whole fourteen days were {pent in the 
greateft feftivity, and untverfal joy prevailed 
throughout the {treets of Jerufalem. 

As toon as the paffover was ended Hezekiah 
commanded the people to go immediately and 
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but becaufe it was found impoffible to get all th'ngs in readi- 
nefs againit that time, it was judged more advifeable to ad- 
journ it to the fourteenth of the next month, rather than ftay 
till the next year: and for this they had fome encourage. 
ment; becaufe the law allows that in cafe any man be unclean 
by reafon of a dead body, or be ona journey afar off, he 
may eat the paffover on the 14th day of the fecond month. 
Numb. ix. 10, 14. And what was an indulgence to parti- 
cular perfons, they thought might weil be allowed to the 
people in general. 
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break down all the images, burn the groves, and 
demolifh the high-places and altars not only 
throughout Judea, but alfo in. thofe parts which 
belonged to the tribes of Ephraim and Manaf- 
feh§. He likewife gave orders for the deftruc- 
tion of the Brazen Serpent, which had been 
erected by Mofes as a monument of God's great 
mercy to the Ifraelites in their paffage through 
the wildernefs ; but which, owing to the iniquity 
of the preceding times, had been long made an 
object of idolatrous worfhip |. 

Hezekiah, having thus reftored the true reli- 
gion, and rooted out idolatry not only through- 
outhis own dominions, but in fome parts of thofe 
belonging to Hfrael, next directed his attention 
cowards reftoring the temple-worfhip to its an- 
tient fplendor and purity. To effect this, he put 
the priefts and Levites in their courfes, and ap- 
pointed to each his proper. miniftration. The 
rithes and firft-fruits, which idolatrous princes had 
detained on. purpofe to bring the priefthood to 
poverty, and thence into contempt, he returned 
to the temple ;. and ordered the daily oblations, 
as well as the larger offerings on the greateft 
feftivals of the year, to be defrayed folely at his 
expence. 

From thefe acts of piety, and for his continuing 
to itrengthen the eftablifhment of the true reli- 
gion, God was pleafed to reward Hezekiah with 
along and profperous reign; and he juftly me- 
rited the title given him by his fubjeéts, namely, 
that of being one of the beft of kings that ever 
fat upon tie throne of Judah. 

Hezekiah, having thoroughly reftored the true 
worfhip of God throughout his dominions, next 
directed his attention to politics, by endeavour- 
ing to recover thofe places which had been taken 
by che Philiftines during the reign of his father. 





§ Though the tribes of Kphraim and Manaffeh lived in a 
part of the dominions belonging to the king of Ifrael, 
yet Hezekiah might direé this abolition of idolatry among 
them, either in virtue of a law, which hound Ifracl as well 
as Judah, and required the extirpation of thefe things in the 
whole land of: Canaan, or, from a firm perfuafion that his 
neighbour the king of Ifrael, who had permitted his fubjedts to 
repair to the paflover, would not difapprove of his conduct. 

\i The reafon which the feripture afiigns for Hezekiah’s 
deftroying this brazen ferpent is, Aecaufe, unto rhis day, the 
children of Ijrael had burnt incenfe to it, 2 Kings xviii. 4. 
We are not however to fuppofe, that, all along from the 
days of Mofes, this brazen ferpent was made an object of 
worfhip: this is what ucither David, nor Solomon, in the 
beginning of his reign. would have allowed, nor can we 
think, bur that either Afa, or Jehothaphat, when they roored 
out idolatry, would have made an end of this, had they per- 
ceived that the people, at that time, either paid worhip, or 
burnt incenfe toit. The commencement of this fuperitition 
therefore muit be of a later date, and fince the time that 
Ahab’: family, by being allied to the crown of Judah by 
marriage, introduced all kinds of idolatry. Now one falie 
indu‘ement to the worfhip of this image might arife from the 
words of Mofes. For, whereas it is faid, that avhofoever 
Jooketh upon it foall live, (Numb. xx1. 8.) fome might thence 
imagine, that, by its mediation, they might obtain a blef- 
fing, and fo make it the objeé of their fuperftition at firft. 
However, we may fuppofe that their burning incenfe, or-any 
other per“imes before it, was defigned only in honour to 
the true Ciol, b. whote direétion Mofes made it; but then, 
in procefs of time their fperftition fo much increafed, that 
they either worfhipped the God of Irael under that image, 
or (what is worfe) fubfituted an heathen god in his ftead, 
and worfhipped the braxen ferpent, as his image; which 
they might more eafily be induced todo, becaufe the practice 
of fome ncighbouring nations was to werfhip their gods un-~ 
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While Shalmanefer, king of Affyria, was en- 
gaged in the fiege of Samaria, he marched with 
a. confiderable army againft them, and, in a 
fhort time, not only regained all the cities of 
Judah which they had feized, during the time 
that Pekah, king of Ifrael, and Rezin, king of 
Syria, jointly diftreffed the land, but alfo dif. 
poffeffed them of almoft all their own territories, 
the two cities of Gath and Gaza excepted. 

After Shalmanefer had reduced Samaria, and 
made the Ifraelites captives, he fent meffengers. 
to Hezekiah to demand the tribute which his 
father Ahaz had agreed to pay annually. to the 
kings of Affyria. Hezekiah refufed complying 
with this requeft, upon which Shalmanefer 
threatened to invade his dominions and lay fiege 
to Jerufalem; but he was diverted from exe- 
cuting his defign by being at this time engaged 
in war with the king of Tyre, and before it was 
ended he paid the debt of nature. 

Shalmanefer was fucceeded by his fon Senna- 
cherib,, who was no fooner fettled on the throne 
than he renewed the demand his father had made 
to Hezekiah for the tribute; buthe ftill refufing- 
tocomply, Sennacherib made the neceffary pre- 
parations for invading Judea, fully refolved to 
compel him to fubmit by force of arms.. 

About this time Hezekiah. was taken exceed 
ing ill,.and received a meffage from God, by the 
prophet Ifaiah, to fettle his affairs, and prepare 
for death. Hezekiah knew no other way of 
deprecating this fentence but by making imme- 
diate application to his God, whom he addreffed 
with tears flowing from his eyes *, in thefe words :. 
L befeech thee, O Lord, reuzember bow I bave walked. 
befere thee in truth, and with a perfe& beart, and 
Lave done that which is goodin thy fight. This thort 
addrefs had fo good aneffcét that before [aiah had 

paffed. 





der the form of aferpent. On this account Hezekiah wife- 
ly chofe rather to lofe this memorial of God’s wonderful 
mercy to his people in the wildernefs, than fuffer it any 
longer to be abufed to idolatry. He therefore broke it in 
pieces; thatis, asthe Talmuditts explain it, he ground it 
to powder, and then {tattered it in the air that not the leait 
remains of it might be afterwards feen. 

* 'Phe meflage God fent to Hezekiah was, that be poould 
die, that is, that his diflemper, according to the natural 
courfe of things, was zzorra/, and above the power of human 
art to cure. But this denunciation was not abfolute and ir- 
reverfible. Itimplied a tacit condition, even as did Jonah’s 
predilion of the dettruétion of Nineveh, which the re- 
pentance of its inhabitants prevented, as Hezekiah’s humi- 
liation retarded the time of his death. He had at this time 
been on the throne about fourteen years, and had no iflue ; 
and the Affyrians were now making great preparations 
to invade his kingdom. ‘Thefe matters confidered, the king 
had other reafone, befides the natural avertion which all men 
have to death, to be concerned ut the thoughts of its ap- 
proach, and to with for a prolongation of life. Length of 
days, anda peaceable enjoyment of old ave; was a promife 
which Ged had made to his faithful fervants, and the reward 
he ufually paid them ; and therefore Hezekiah was inclined 
to lovk upon himfelf as under God’s difpleafure fur being fo 
hattily fummoned away. In himfelf he faw the royal family 
of David extinét, and all the hopes of having the promifed 
Mefliah born of tis race become abortive. [Le faw the 
ftorm that was gathering and threatening his country with 
defolation, while there was not any of his family to fucceed 
him on the throne, and all things were in danger of running 
into anarchy and confution: and therefore, having this 
proipect before his eyes, he might well melt into tears # 
the apprehenfion of his approaching death, which would ex- 
tinguifh all his hopes, and complete all his fears, in making 
him go down childlefs to the grave. 























































paffed the middle court, he, was dire&ted to. re- 
turn, and deliver to: Hezekiahj-this fecond mef- 
fage: Thus. faith the -Lord; the Gad-of; David thy 
father, I have beard thy, prayer, J bave feen soy 
years: bebold, I will, beal. thee; on-the third day 
thou foalt go up unto the bofe of the Lord. And: 
[will add unto thy: days fifteen years, and Iwill 
deliver thee, and this, city out of the hand of she 
king of Afyria ; and Iwill defend shis -city for 
mine own fake, and for the fake. of : my. .fervant. 
David. ee (Fe ee 

Hezekiah, furprized at this. fudden reverfe of. 
his doom, and fearful of its caking place, afked 
the prophet by what fign he might know he 
fhould recover. Ifaiah told him he might take 
his choice, either to have the fhadow on the fun- 
dial go ten degrees forward or backward ; upon 
which, Hezekiah choofing the latter, .it accord- 
ingly came to pafs. The prophet then ordered 
aplaifter of figs to be applied to that part of the 
king’s body, from whence principally arofe the 
caufe of his complaint +; which having done, 
inthe fpace of three days he recovered, and went 
up to the temple to return thanks to God for fo- 
wonderful a deliverance. : 

The fame of this cure, and the miracle attend- 
ing it, fpread fo far as toreach the ears of Be- 
rodach-baladan the fon of the king of Baby- 
lon, who fent- ambaffadors with ‘letters and 
prefents to congratulate Hezekiah on his re- 
covery, and at the fame time to form an alliance 
of friendfhip with him. Hezekiah was fo taken 
with the honour done him on_.this occafion, 
that, thinking he could not more properly return 
the compliment than by fhewing the ambaffadors 
the grandeur of his kingdom, he. very indif- 
creetly gave them a fight of all his ftrength and 
treature. For this his mifcondudé the prophet 
Ifaiah was fent to reprove him, and to let him 
know, that a day would come when all the ftores 
he made fuch oftentation of, fhould be carried 
' into Babylon, and that his fons, after becoming 
captives, fhould be eunuchs in the royal palace 
of that city. This fevere admonition Hezekiah 
received in a very decent and humble: manner, 
faying, Good is the word of the Lord which thou 
boft fooken. Is it not good, if peace and truth be 
inmy days ? ; 

During thefe tranfations Sennacherib marched 
with his army againft the fenced cities of Judah, 
and, having taken feveral of them, he came at 
length and fat down before Lachifh, threatening, 
after he had poffeffed himfelf of that city, to lay 
fiege to Jerufalem. 

Intimation of Sennacherib’s intentions being 
made known to Hezekiah, he by the advice of 
his chief counfellors, made all manner of pre- 
parations for a vigorous defence. He repaired 
the walls of the city, and farther ftrengthened 
them with additional fortifications. He provided 


rr rte fs Sg 


+ What Hezekiah’s diftemper was the Scripture does not 
t.prefily tell us. The original word denotes. an saflamma- 
ticn, but of what kind it was we are not informed. It being . 
therefore thus left to conjecture, fome have thought it an 
pofibume, fome.a violent ulcer, and others a guinfey ; all’ 
ct whom are led in their opinions by what the naturalifts tell _ 


‘a‘ na decoftion, are good to difperfe any inflammation 


24 





t: of the virtue of the article. applied for his cure, viz. that f; 
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darts, and -fiields.in great..abundance, and. alb 
l other erage and implements; that might be ufeful: 
either, to defend the place or annoy, the enemy. 
: He: had the people enrolled who wete fit for war, 
‘and placed: over them good officers that they 
Might, be properly inftruéted in all military ex-. 
‘ercifes. Having done this he affembled them 
together, near. the gate of the city, and, to re- 
‘ move all fearful apprehentions they might encer- 
tain from the enemy, addreffed them as follows» 
| Be frrong. and courageous, be not efraid nor. dif- 
‘ mayed for the king of Affyria, nor for all the mul- 
tilude that is with him. With him is an arm of 
Stele 5 but with us is the Lord our God to belp usy 
and to fight our battles. This {peech was highly 
pleafing to the people, who expreffed their {a-. 
tisfaétion by the loudeft fhouts and acclama- 
. tions. ; i ; ot . 

But, notwithftanding thefe preparations, He- 
.zekiah, after reflecting on the inequality of 
power, thoughe it better to fubmit and com- 
pound the matter with Sennacherib, than to run 
the hazard of a bartle, and fuffer his country to be 
‘ravaged and plundered by the enemy. . To this 
' purpofe he fent ambaffadors to Lachith, intreat- 
ing Sennacherib to withdraw his army, pro- 
imifing, on theie conditions, to fubmit to fuch 
terms as he fhould think proper to ftipulate. 
The haughty Affyrian demanded thirty talents 
of gold and three hundred talents of filver ; 
which Hezekiah with great difficulty paid, being 
obliged, after exhaufting all the treafures both 
of the palace and temple, to ftrip the very 
doors of the latter of the gold plates wherewith 
they were overlaid. . 

The bafe and perfidious Sennacherib; having 
received the money, refufed to ftand to the 
agreement, and, inftead. of raifing the fiege, or 
‘withdrawing his army, fent away a large de- 
tachment, under the command. of Rabfhakeh, 
Tartan and Rabfaris, three of his generals, to 
lay fiegeto Jerufalem. As foon as they arrived 
near the walls of Jerufalem, they encamped their 
forces, and difpatched a meffenger to demand a 
parley with Hezekiah. The king, thinking it 


| unfafe to go in perfon, ordered Eliakim, his 


deputy-governor, together with Shebna and 
Joah, the keepers of the records, to repair to 
the Affyrian army, and remonftrate with the 


} generals on the impropriety of their mafter’s 


conduct. ' As foon as they came to the Affyrian 
camp, and related their bufinefs, Rabfhakeh, 
the principal of the three generals, in a very pe- 
_remptory and haughty manner, bade them en- 
quire of their mafter why he had prefumed 
to difpute admitting the army into the city, and 
hefitated to acknowledge fubmiffion to the great 
and powerful Sennacherib. We told them that 
Egypt was not in a condition to withftand the 
_Affyrian army, and therefore, if Hezekiah flar- 

tered 





about the glands, by gargling the throat ; and that, in a 
cataplafm, they worlderfully fofien and ripen any hard tu- 
motr. . But wherever the quality of the application might 
be, that there. was a Divine interpofition in the whole affair 
is evident, both from the fpeedinefs of the cure, and th: 
nature of the fign, which God was pleafed to give Heze- 
kiah, in order. to convince him that what he had faid by the 
mouth of the prophet would certainly take place, 
; A 
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tered himfelf with the hopes of affiftance from’ Rabfhekah, having: fummoned Jerefiden ty 
that ‘quarter, he would find himfelf deceived; |}. yield, and reeeivitig-no aafwer, reearhed With 
for he would be trufting to 2 broken reed’ which’ |]° his:forces to Semsacherib, who was- now at Lip. 
would wound the hand that. preffed itt. He |} nah, and where «news. wae brought. him thr 
defired them to inform Hezekiah that the prefent || Firhakah, king of Ethiopia, had invaded fome 
expedition was undertaken by the direétiom of |} part of his dominions. In confequence of this 
the Lord, who had already granted his father a ff intelligence, he immediately: raifed the fiege ar 
compleat victory over the Ifraelites, and would [f Libnah§ in order to march againft the enemy,. 
certainly render him equally fuccefsful in the ffi but previous thereto-he fent a fummons to He. 
war againft Jerufalem, _- |] zekiah no lefs; infolemt than that given: by word 
Rabfhakeh addreffed himfelf to Hezekiah’s {f: of mouth by his general Rabfhekah. This fum. 
ambaffadors in Hebrew, in which language he |] mons was fent in a letter, which Hezekiah had 
was well verfed; and Eliakim, apprehending |] no fooner sead, than he repaired to the temple 
that what he faid being generally underftood |] fpread it before the Lord, and implored a deli. 
might have an unfavourable effect on the mul- |} verance from the outyageous Sennacherib. He 
titude (who were within hearing) requeftedhim, |] foon after received a mefage from the prophet 
if he had any thing farther to fay, to fpeak itin }| Tfaiah, the perport of which was, that -he aeed 
the Syriac tongue: but Rabfhakeh being ap- ||: mot fear the Divine affiftance againft his enemies, 
prized of Eliakim’s motive for defising a change || fince the Lord had taken the city of Jerufalem 
of language, exalted his voice, and continued |] under his protection, and therefore would not 
his harangue in Hebrew to this effect: “ Iris || fuffer the king of Affyria, notwithftanding al} 
* neceffary ({aid he) that your people fkould un- || his vain beaftings, to come near it. 
*¢ derftand the commands of the king my maf- In the mean time the king of Affyria, having: 
*¢ ter, I am aware that it is your purpofe to |} engaged the Ethiopian army, and obtained 2 
** amufe the people with the vain hopes of fub- ||' compleat victory, was in full march to Jeru- 
«« duing our army ; if you have courage to at- || falem, fully refolved to deftroy the place, and 
“© tempt this enterprize I will fupply you with |] put-all the inhabitants to the fword. But in this 
«© two thoufand horfes:—but, alas, yow are not || he foon found himfelf miftaken, for the very 
*¢ able to provide them riders. Being thus re- || night after the prophet had given: Hezekiah af- 
«< duced, why will you longer deliberate 2 Your || furance of fecurity, an Angel of the Lord came 
«© compliance will enftre your fafety, while a || down to the camp of the Ajfyrians, and {mote 
*« farther oppofition will involve you in the moft || no lefs than an hundred four fcore and five thou- 
“ $nminent danger ; for neceffity will, at length, || fand men. 
* compel the weak to yield to the ftrong.” This fo terrified Senmacherib, that he im- 
When Hezekiah’s meflengers acquainted him |] mediately haftened with the remainder of his 
with the purport of Rabfhakeh’s harangue to || army into his own country, and took up his re- 
them, he rent his cloathes, put on fackcloth, |} fidence at Nineveh. He had not, however, been 
went to the temple, and, proftrating himfelf on {| long here, before Jfaiah’s. prediction was fully 
the ground, fervently prayed to God for his af- || werified: his two eldeft fons, Adrammelech and 
fiftance and protection againft his enemies. |] Sharezer, formed a confpiracy againft him, and 
Having done this, he difpatched Eliakim and || taking the opportunity while he was at worthip 
Shebna,. accompanied by a number of priefts, |] in the temple of his idol Nifroch, fuddenly felt 
to the prophet Haiah, befeeching him to exert |} on him, and flew him. After committing the 
his utmoft endeavours, by prayers and facritices, |} horrid deed, the murderers fled for fecurity into 
to intercede with the Almighty in his behalf, ]]| Armenia, leaving Efarhaddon, their youngeft 
that thereby he might be enabled to humble the j] brother, to fucceed on the throne. 
power and pride of his enemies. Ifaiah yielded Hezekiah being now relieved from all his 
to the requeft made to him on the part of He- }} fears, through the fignal deftruction of the Af- 
zekiah, and fent the ambaffadors back with this || fyrian army, lived the semainder of his days in 
meffage to him: Thus fhall ye fay to your mafter, \\ peace and tranquillity, being both honoured and 
Thus faith the Lord: Be not afraid of the words || revered by all the neighbouring nations, who, 
which thou haft heard, with which the lervants of \| from this, and fome other inftances, clearly per- 
the king of Affyria have blafphem:d me. Behold, \| ceived that he was under the immediate protec- 
Iwill fexd a blaft upon him, and he fhall hear a \| tion of God, and were therefore afraid to give 
rumour, and foal! xeturn to his own land; and I \| him any moleftation. Hezekiah, being at reft 
will caufe bim to fall by the fword in kis own || from wars, applied his thoughts to the good 
land, | government of his people, and to fuch matters 
as 











army, having lately failed in making an attempt to fubdue 
r that kingdoin, was now returned into Judea. 

§ Libnah was not far from Lachith, both being fituated 
on the mountains of Judea ; and it is probable, that Ser 
nacherib, not finding himfelf able to carry the latter, ha 
removed the fiege to Libnah, which was a place not fo we 
fortified, and fo fituated that, by keeping a good guard 
the entrance of the mountains, he might carry on the fieg’ 
without fear of interruption from’ the forces of any other 
power, ‘ ; : 


t The words in the Text are, Now behold thou trufteji upon 
the Staff of this bruifed Reed, ewen upon Egypt, 2 Kings xviii. 
21. ‘he comparifon is excellent, to denote an ally, that is 
not only weak and unable to help, but dangerous likewife 
to thofe that rely upon him for fuccour ; and his reprefent- 
ing the power of Egypt to be as brittle as the canes or reeds 
that grow on the banks of the Nile, (for it is to this, no 
doubt, that the Affyrian Orator allude-) is a great beauty in 
the fimilitude. ‘This, however, muft be allowed, that what 
he here fpeaks, in contempt of the Egyptian ftrength, has 
more of oftentation in it, than truth; becaufe the Affyrian 
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as.were moft neceflary for the welfare and fecu- ‘As this good king took pleafure and delight 


rity of his kingdom. He ereéted feveral maga- |/ in the ways of God, and in éftablifhing the pu- 
zines in Jerufalem, which he well furnifhed rity of his worfhip, which had been long laid 
with all kinds of ammunition, and made a new afide, fo God was pleafed. to crown his enter- 
aqueduct for better fupplying the city with prizes with fuccefs, and to reward his piety by 
water. At length, after -a courfe of great and enabling him to conquer his enemies. The 
worthy actions, he died in the twenty-ninth year || prophet Ifaiah was fent to him, on feveral occa- 
of his reign, and was buried, with great folem- {i fions, to be his counfellor and comforter. This 
nity, in the moft honourable part of the fepul- |} holy man always encouraged him to put his truft 
chres of the defcendants of David. more and more in that God whom he worthip- 
The charaéter which the Scripture gives of ped ; and as it pleafed the Almighty to put He- 
Hezekiah is this: ‘ That neither before nor |] zekiah’s faithfulnefs, and the uprightnels of his 
« after him, was there ever a king of Judah like || heart to the teft, by ftirring up the moft power- 
“him. He put his whole truft in the Lord, |] ful and formidable enemies again{t him; fo this 
“« and cleaved to his law, without turning from |] holy prophet was always ready to comfort and 
“ it to the right or to the left. He opened the encourage him, that he might not be terrified at 
gates of the Houfe of God, which his father |] the danger that threatened him. 
had fhut up, with a defign to abolith the true Thefe circumftances furnifh us with the moft 
worfhip of God. He commanded the priefts evincing proof how happy that prince mutt be, 
« and Levites to fanctify themfelves, in order |] who liftens to, and advifeth with, holy and good 
‘ to the purifying of that holy place, which had |] men; and Ifaiah, no doubt, thought himfelt 
been fo abominably profaned. He cut down happy in living under the government of fo 
all idolatrous groves, and deftroyed the Bra- good and religious a prince. “It farther appears, 
“zen Serpent which Moles had formerly made |] from this remarkable example, that when kings 
but was become an object of facrilegious ado- truly fear God, they eafily agree with thofe who 
rations. Hc took great care to re-eftablith |} are his true fervants, and ready to comply with 
the priefts and Levites in their long difcon- |] whatfoever they declare to them in the name of 
tinued functions, and to provide for their fub- || che Lord; accounting it a greater and more 
fiftence and maintenance ; to which end he real honour to refpet his word in his miniffers, 
revived the laws of the tenths and firlt- |f chan to be hoaoured and obeyed by all their /ud- 
“ fruits.” Jes. : 
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Manaffeh fucceeds to the government of Sfudab after the death of Hezekiah. He reigns wickedly, and 
gives all the encouragement in bis powsr towards advancing idolatry. He is attacked by Sfar- 
ha:don, king of Affyria, who, after obtaining a compleat viétory, carries kim prifoner to Babylon. 
He repents for his paft conduét, is fet at liberty, and returns to’ Ferufalem. He removes idolatry, 
and reftores the true religion. He dies, and is Succeeded by bis fon Ammon, who, after a reign of 
only two years, is murdered by Some of his domeftics.  Jofiab, when only eight years of age, fucu 
ceeds to the throne of Fudab. He deftrays idolatry, and makes a thorough reformation in religion. 
Fle gives orders for repairing the temple.  Hilkiah, the bigh-prieft, Jinds the book of the law of 
Mofes, and. prefents it in great form to Fofiah.. The king, on reading it, and finding the heavy 
curfes denounced againft a wicked people, is, greatly affiiied. He confults the prophete/s Huldaby 
from whom be receives fome confolation. . He calls an affembly of the people, and after caufing the 
Book of the law of God to be diftinttly read to them, makes a covenant for the firi obfervance 
of every thing contained in it. He makes a farther reformation in his kingdom, and ‘keeps the 
Paffover with great Stritine/s and folemnity. He engages the Egyptian army under Necho, and 
being flain, is univerfally lamented by the people. 


HE good king Hezekiah was fucceeded {| with the worft of principles both as to religion 

on the throne of Judah by his fon Ma- |] and government. 
naffeh, who, at the time of his acceffion, was Inthe courfe of a few years all that had been 
only twelve years of age. Though he was but |] done by Hezekiah was compleatly overthrown 
young, yet he could not be a ftranger to the |} by Manaffeh. The moft abominable practices, 
appy meafures purfued by his father ;. but, as || which had called down the vengeance of heaven 
he had the misfortune to fall into the hands of upon the Ifraelices, were the examples by which 
fuch guardians and chief minifters as were ill || his conduct was regulated. He not only wor- 
affected to Hezekiah’s reformation,. they took all ||: thipped idols, reftored high-places, and ereéted 
the care imaginable to breed him up in the |} altars unto Raal, but even profane } the holy 
ftrongeft averfion to it, and to corrupt his mind || temple, by taking out the Ark of the Covenant, 
and 


480 
and placing an idol in its ftead. He made his 


fon pafs through the fire to Moloch, prattifed | 


witchcrafts and enchantments, and confulted 
foothfayers, and fuch other perfons as dealt with 
familiar fpirits. 
Manaffeh was naturally of a very cruel difpo- 
ition, and therefore fuch as would not conform 
to his abominations, he perfecuted’ with | the 
greateft feverity. Men Or the moft exemplary 
piety were put to death for difapproving of his 
maxims, and even fome of the prophets ft fell 


facrifices to his wicked apoftacy + fcarce a day 


paffed but great numbers were put to’ the fword, 
and otherwife divefted of their exiftence, fo 
that the ftreets of Jerufalem were filled with the 
blood of his innocent fubjects.. 

Thefe horrid impieties fo provoked the Lord, 
that le was pleafed to fend fome of his pro- 
phets to Manaffeh with this dreadful meflage : 
«¢ Becaufe Manaffeh, king of Judah, hath done 
« thefe abominations, and hath done wickedly 
«© above all that the Amorites did, which were 
“© before him, and hath made Judah to fin alfo 
« with his idols: therefore thus faith the Lord 
«< God of Hfrael, Behold, I will bring fuch evil 
“ upon. Jerufalem and Judah, thar whofoever 
® Keareth of it, both his ears fhall tingle. And 
¢ J will ftretcch over Jerufalem the lime of Sa- 
“€ maria, and I will wipe Jerufalem as a man 
“ wipeth a difh, wiping it, and turning it up- 
«© fide down. And I will forfake the remnant 
«© of mine inheritance, and deliver them into the 
“© hand of their enemies; and they fhall become 
«<a prey and a fpoil to all their enemies; be- 
“ caule they have done that which was evil in 
‘© ny fight, and have provoked me to anger fince 
“¢ the day their fathers came forth out of Egypt, 
“< even unto this day.” 

Manaffeh, inftead of being any ways affected 
at thofe threats, treated the meffengers with con- 
tempt; and continuing to purfue his iniquitous 
courfes, the Almighty was pleafed to punifh him 
by means of Efarhaddon, king of Affyria. “Fhis 
prince, having been fome ume fettled on the 
throne, direéted his thoughts towards the reco- 
very of thofe places his father Sennacherib_ had 
loft in different parts of Syria and Paleftine, 
For this purpofe he raifed a very confiderable 
army, at the head of which he marched into the 
territories of the ten tribes, and after poffeffing 
himfelf of various places, returned, taking with 
him great numbers of the Ifraelites who had 
been left after the reduction of Samaria by his 

rand. father Shalmanefer. 


Efarhaddon, having thus far proved fuccefsful, . 


RR 


l| Among thefe was the prophet Ifaiah, who was now up- 
wards of an handred yeass of age.” In the late reign he was 
in great eftecm at court, and being himfclf of the blood 
royal, he thought it more incumbent on him to endeavour 
to reclaim Manafleh from his degenerate and wicked courfes. 
But this fo exafperated the king againft him, that, inftead 
of paying any. attention to his remonitrances, he caufed him 


to he apprehended, and, to make his torture both more lin-. 


gering and exquifite, had him tawn afunder witha wooden 
faw ; and to this it 3s probable the Author of the Epiftle to 
the Hebrews refers, when he fays, they aere fared afunder, 
Heb. xi. 37 


* We learn, from Ifaiah xx. 1. that Efarhaddon (whom 


the facred writer in that place calls Sargon) king of A flyria, 
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Boox fir. 
difpatched’a confiderable par of his army, uhder 
the command of his moft experienced’ generals, 
to invade Judea, and, if poffible, to reduce the 
whole country: Manaffeh matched with his 
army;. againft them,. and a defperate battle en. 
fued,. which terminated in favour of the Affy. 
rians. Manafich, in order to fave himfelf, fled, 
and took fhelter ina thicket of briars.and bram- 
bles, but being difcovered . eA the. enemy, 
they conduéted himte Efarhaddon*, who pit 
Tiimy in irons, and carried: him prifoner ‘to Ba- 
bylon. eo 

This diftrefied fitwation greathy affticted Ma. 
naffeh, and made him {6 fenfible of his heinous 
provocations againft God, that with deep forrow 
and humiliation, he,.in the moft fervent manner, 
implored the Divine forgivenefst. ‘The Al- 
mighty was pleafed to liften to his prayers, and 
fo to foften the heart of Efarhaddon, that, after 
fome time had elapféd,, he reftored him to his 
liberty, and re-inftated him in his:kingdom. 

Manaffeh now exerted his utmoft abilities to 
make every poffible atonement he could for his 
former crimes. He purified the city of  Jeru- 
falem, confecrated the holy temple anew, and 
made it the bufinefs of his life to manifeft a due 
reverence and gratitude towards his Divine Pro- 
tector. Confcious that his former. guilt had; in 
a great meafure, been the caufe , the miferies 
which his peopte hac endured, he endeavoured 
to effeét a reformation among them, both by his 
example and authority. He caufed an altar to 
be ereéted agrecable to the directions of Mofes, 
upon which daily oblations were made: and 
having reftored the religious ceremonies to their 
original purity, he directed his attention towards 
improving the fortifications of the city. He 
made the neceffary reparations in the old walls, 
and, as a farther fecurity, encoinpaffed them with 
new ones. He erected feveral {trong and lofty 
towers, and provided the out-works with all ne- 
ceffary ammunition and ftores. ma 

Manaffeh continued to devote his time tothe 
advancement and fupport of the true religion, 
as well as the welfare and fecurity of his fubjects, 
during the remainder of his life, and for which 
God was pleafed to blefs him with a long and 
profperous reign ; longer, indeed, than any of 
the kings of Judah reigned; either before or 


‘after him. He died after pofleffing the throne 
full fifty-five years; and yet (notwithftanding 


his fignal repentance) becaufe his former wick- 
ednefs was fo great, he was not allowed the ho- 
nour of being buried in any of the royal {e- 
pulchres, but was laid in a grave made in the 

. garden 


r . . 


fent Tartan his general, into Paleftine; and it was he, vey 
probably, who took Manaffeh, and carried him prifoner to 
Babylon. Efarhaddon was, fome time before, no more than 
king of Aflyria; but, on his acecflion to the throne, he 
made himfelf matter of Babylon and Chaldea, and fo united 
the two empires together. : 

+ We have a prayer which, it is faid, Manaffeh made 
during his impritonment at Babylon. "T'he church does not 
receive it as canonical ; but it- has a place among -the “apo- 
cryphal pieces, and, in our cclleétion, ftands . before the 
Books of the Maccabees. ‘The Greck church has receiv’ 
it into its book of prayers, and it is fometimes ufed in the 
performance of their religious woithip. 
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Stora fcceedéd on the throne by his 


fon Ammonj Who, imitating the firft part of 
his father’s reign, and ndt the repentance, of his 
latter, gave himfelf up to all manner of , wick- 
ednefs and impiety ; fo that God was pleafed 
to shortén hié government, by permitting fome of 
his own domeftics (after 4 reign of orily two years) 
to confpire againft him and flay him. | But, 
wicked, as he wds; thé ptople took care to re- 
venge his miurdtr, by putting to death ali thofe 
who were any ways concefned in it. They would 
not, however; honour his #emains with a place 
among the fepulchreé of the fons of David, but 
depofited tHend “with theft of his father in the 
Garden of Uzzah. , |. Spt see oe 

Ori the death of Ammon the throne of Judah 
was filled By his fon Jofiah, who, at the time 
of his acceffion, was only See years of age. 
He was a prince naturally poffeffed of the moft 
amiable and virtuous difpofitisn; and, having 
the happinefs to fall undér the protection and 
management of better guafdiaris, during his 
minority, than did Manaffeh; his girdndfather, 
he proved, when grows up, a prince of very ex- 
traordinary worth, and, from his judicious and 
wife conduct, became uriverfally belovéd and 
refpected by his fubjects. Tea 3 ase 

Before Jofiah had compleéated his twelfth year 
he gave an inftance of his piety, by extirpating 
the abominable worfhip of idols, and reftoring 
the people to the religion of the true God. 
Such of the ordinances of his pfedeceffors as he 
found productive of ill confequences he abo- 


onging to his own houfe, called:the 
UES ge Name haw 


Kfhed: fuch inftitutions as were expedient he. 


retained ; and to thofe which required alterations, | 
he made amendments which would have con- 
ferred honour on the moft confummaté wifdom, 
and the expetience of advanced years. : 
Having made this reform in the city of. Jeru- 
filem and its environs, he next took a progrefs. 
throughout the kingdoms, firmly fefolved to 


purge religion from all thofe corruptions which - 


had been introduced in the preceding feigns. 
He caufed all the groves and altars, tegéther 
with the carved and molten images, which his 
apoftate predeceffors had dedicated to idolatrous 
worfhip, to be deftroyed.’ The graves. of ido- 


latrous priefts he ordered to be opened, and’ 


their bones taken ap arid Surne on the dlrars ;' 


ea ; qe tah . : : 


1 It is the opinion of fome that this garden was made in 
that very {pot of ground where Uzzah was ftrack dead for 
touching the Ark of the Lord, 2 Sam. vi. 7. while others 
imagine, that it was the place ‘where Uzziah,’ who died a. 


leper, was buried, 2 Chron. xxvi. 23. and that Ma- |P 
nafleh was buried here, he being unworthy, becaule- 


of his manifold fins- (whereof he neverthelefs repented) to. 

Hae in any of the royal fepulchres’ of the kings of 
adah, ms 

§ It may be thought by fome that Jofiah followed the 

Ctates of his zeal alittle too far in déitroying the images 


cs 


andalrars, with other monuments of idalutry, in the king- - 


dom of Ifrael, where. he had. neither any regal or judicial 
authority: bat it thould be ‘remembered, that his authority 
in this regard was founded upon an antient prediétion, where 
he is particularly named, and appointed to this work of re- 
formation by God himfelf, and t 
not be guilty of an infringement upon another’s right, even 
though he had no farther commifiion. 


ay 














at, confequently, he could | 


But the ten tribes, © 


and whatever priefts of the Levitical:order had, 
at any time facrificed on the high-places, thaugh 
it were to the true God, he took care to remove 
from tht_facetdotal office. . , 1 || bs 
jot fatisfied with having made this reform 1n 
his owfi dominions, . Jofiah vifited the cities of 
Ephraim and Manaffeh, and all the reit of the 
land, which had formerly been, poffefled by the 
ten tribes, and there did the like §.—He put to 
death all the priefts of the high:places, and 
burnt their bodies upon the altars on which they 
had been accisftomed to offer ip facrifices ; and 
every monument of idolatry that could be found 
he effectually deftroyed. Pk git 
Jofiah, having thus made an univerfal refor - 
mation in religion, not only in his own domi- 
nions, bur thofe likewife which formerly be- 
longed to Ifrael, returned to Jerufalem, and 
next directed his attention towards the reparation 
of the ‘temple. For this purpofe he deputed, 
commiffioners to receive contributions of gold 
and filver from the people ;_ but, averfe to give 
caufe of complaint, his fubjeéts were. at liberty 
efther to promoté or decline the fubfcription. 
The contributions being depofited in the trea- 
fury, Maafeiah, the governor of the city, Sha- 
phan the fcribe, Joah the recorder, and Hilkiah,. 
the high-prieft, were appointed to engage work-. 
men, provide matefjals, and regulate the ex- 
-pences of the intended reparations. The king 
diteé&ted Hilkiah to apply what gold and filver 
fhould remain, after every thing was paid for 
‘the neceffary repairs of the temple, in the for- 
‘mation of cups, chalices, and other veffels and 
utenfils for the fervice of the holy religion; and 
likewife ordered that all the gold and filver de- 
:pofited in’ the royal treafury fhould be manu- 
factured ito veffels for the like purpote. 

The repairs Gf the témple béing compleated, 
and all expences defrayed, Hilkiah, in con- 
formity to the king’s orders, took out the money 
(of which there was a corifiderable overplus) for 
the purpdfe of converting it into veffels for the 
ufe of the temple, in doing of which he found 
a Bodk of ‘the law of the Lord, given by Mofes. 
‘Phis Book Hilkiah gave to Shaphan the king’s 
fécretary, who, accompaniéd by him, and feveral 
,others of thé priefts, went to the king, and after 
informihg him that’ his commands had been 
ftritly obeyed relative to the reparation’ of the 
temple,'prefented it to him in great form, telling 
him 





” we are to confider, being now gone into captivity, the anti- 
ent right, which David arid his pofterity had to the whole 


and his fucceffors) devolved upon Jofiah: ‘The people, who. 
eicaped the captivity, were united with his fubje€ts, and put 
“themfelves ander hts protection. They came to the wor- 
. hip of God at Jerufalem, and did doubtlefs gladly comply 


- new inhabitants of the country, who worthipped their Gods 
in another mahner)' were not at all ofended. The kings cf 


‘ kingdom of Ifrael (before it was difmembered by Jeroboam, , 


with his extirpation of idolatry, at which the Cuthites, (the | 


Affyria,*tis true, were the lords and conquerors of the coun. | 


try ; but, from the time of Manaffeh’s reltoration, they feem* 
“to have conferred’ upon the kings of Judah (who might’ 
: thereupon become their homagers) a fovereignty in all the 


; land of Canaan, to the fame extent, wherein it was held by’ 
| David and ‘Solomon, before it was divided into two king- 
| doms.- 


So that fofiah, for aay. reaforis, had fufi- 
“cient power and authority to vifit the kingdom of Ifrael, and’ 
‘to purge it from: idolatry, as well ashisown, © | * : 
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him what it was, and where it. had been fount. 
The king ordered Shaphan to read a part of its 
contents, which being done Jofiah, with agony 
of grief, rent his robes in dread of the heavy 
curfes denounced againft a wicked people jj. 
In the height of his affliction he defired Hilkiah, 
with feveral of the priefts who were prefent, to 
go immediately to the prophetefs Huldah *, re- 
quefting them to unite their endeavours to pre- 
vail upon her to make interceffion with God for 
pardon towards himfelf and his fubjects. He 
told them there was great reafon to apprehend 
that the vengeance of heaven would be directed 
towards the prefent generation, as a punifhment 
for the iniquities of their progenitors and that 
without obtaining a reconciliation with the Lord, 
they fhould be difperfed over the face of the 
earth, and terminate their lives in mifery. 


Hilkiah, with the reft of the people appointed | 


to accompany him, immediately repaired to the 
prophetefs, to whom having related the caufe of 
the king’s affliction, and his earneft defire fhe 
would intercede with God in behalf of him 
and his fubdjects, fhe anfwered them as follows : 
«° Thus faith the Lord God of Ifrael, Tell ye 
«¢ the man that fent you to me, Thus faith the 
« Lord, Behold, I. will bring evil upon this 
« place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even 
«all the curfes that are written in the book 
«< which they have read before the king of Ju- 
«« dah: Becaule they have forfaken me, and 
<¢ have burned incenfe unto other gods, that 
« they might provoke me to anger with all the 
sé works of their hands: therefore my wrath 
«© fhall be poured out upon this place, and fhall 
“ not be quenched. And as for the king of 
“ Judah, who fent you to enquire of the Lord, 
« fo fhall ye fay unto him, Thus faith the Lord 
“ God of Ifrael, concerning the words which 
« thou haft heard ; Becaufe thine heart was ten- 
« der, and thou didft humble thyfelf before 
«“ God, when thou heardeft his words againft 
« this place, and againft the inhabitants thereof, 
“and humbleft thyfelf before me, and. didft 
“ rend thy clothes, and weep before me, I have 
«© even heard thee alfo, faith the Lord, Behold, 
«I will gather thee to thy fathers, and thou. 


« fhalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, nei-_ 


“« ther fhall thine eyes fee all the evil that I will 
“‘ bring upon this place, and upon the inhabi- 
“ tants of the fame.” 
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{| Whether it was the whole Pentateucn, or the Book of 
Deuteronomy only, which the high-prieit found in the tem- 


ple, is uncertain ; but it is generally agreed, that the part, | 


which Shaphan read to the king, was taken out of the Book 


of Deuteronomy, and, not without fome probability, that - 


the xxviiith, xxixth, and xxxth chapters were that partion 
of feripture, which the fecretary, who (as we are told.z Kings 
xxii. 8.) had read the book before he brought it it to the 
king, thought proper upon this occafion to turn to; for 
therein is contained a renewal of the covenant, which Mo- 
fes, as mediator, had made between God and. the people of 
Ifrael at Mount Horeb; and therein are thofe threats and 
terrible commminations to the tranfgreflors of the law, whe- 
ther prince or people, which affeéted Jofiah fo much ; and 
avhick Mofes had given to the Levites to put on the fide of the. 
covenant, that it migkt be there for a witne/s againit the 
tranfereffors of it, Deut. xxxi. 25, 26. 


© 'Fhis is the only mention we have of this prophetefs, . 


and ¢éertainly it makes much to her renown, that fhe was 
confulted upon this weighty occafion, when both Jeremiah 
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' apply.to but this woman. 
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As foon %s Soriah received. chs: ° trom, 
the prophetefs, he immediately difpatched mef- 


fengets to the feveral cities within his dominions, 
commanding the priéfts, TLevites, 4nd his fub-. 
je&ts in genéral, to repair, with all expedition, 
to Jerufalem. Thefe orders being obeyed, and 
the people affembled, he repaired to the temple, 
where, in the hearing of the whole multitude, 
he caufed the law of God to be-diftinétly: read 3 
after which both hé and all the people ‘entered 
into a covenant ftrily to obey every article 
contained in that facred book. Sacrifices were 
then made, and prayers offeted up for obtainin 
the bleffing and protection of God; after which 
the king difmiffed the people, and returned to 
his palace, 
Soon after this Jofiah made another progrefs 
not only throughout his own Aominione: bie alfo 
into the principal cities of Samaria; and where- 
ever he found any the leaft relic of idolatry, 
he caufed it to be totally deftroyed. : 
Having now made a thorough reformation in 
religion, and, in the moft extenfive mariner, re- 
ftored the true wosfhip of God, Jofiah, on his. 
teturn home, affembled the people at Jerufalem 
for the purpofe of celebratin, ie paffover, the 


_time for that feftival being near at hand. On 


this occafion the king gave from his own ftore 
thirty thoufand lambs and kids, and three thou- 
fand:- oxen: the principal priefts preferited ro the 
others of the facerdotal order two thoufand fix 
ltundred lambs, and three hundred oxen; and 
the chiefs of the Levifes gave to theif tribes. 
five thoufand lambs and five hundred oxen. A 
folemn facrifice was made of thefe victirns, ac- 
cording to the precepts of Mofes; and the ce- 
remony was performed under the direétion of 
the priefts. An exact conformity to the law and 
-antient ufage was obferved on the celebration of 
this feftival, which was the moft folemn that had 
been known fince the time of the prophet Sa- 
muel, And there was no paffover like to that 
kept in Ifvael, from the days of Samuel the pro- 
-phet; neither did all the kings of Ifrael keep 
fuch a paffever as Fofiah kept, and the prichs 
and the Lev.tes, and all Fudab and Tfract. that 
were prefent, and the inbabitants of “ferufaiem. 
In aword, this excellent prince did all that in 
him lay to atone for the fins of the people, and: 
appeafe the wrath of God; but. the Divine 
decree for the removal of Judah into a land of 

- their 





and Zephaniah were at that time prophets in Judah. But 
Zephaniah perhaps at that time might not have commenced 
a prophet; becaufe, thengh we are told that he prephefied 
‘ia the days of Fofiah, Zeph. i. 1. yet we are no where in- 


i, formed, in what part of his reign he entered upon the pro- 
\'phetic office. Jeremiah too might at-that rime be abfent 
! from Jerufalem, ’ 
| mote part of the kingdom ;.fo that, confidering Jofiah’s hafte 


at his houfe at Anathoth, or fome more re- 


and impatience, there might be no other remedy at hand to 
Great és the wrath of the Lord 
that is kindled againft us, fays the king to his minifers, 
2 Kings xxii. 13. and therefore bis incent, in fending them, 
might be to enquire, whether there were any hopes of ap-° 
peafing his wrath, and in what manner it was to be dont. 
Being therefore well affured of this woman’s fidelity, in de- 


" Hvering the mind and ccunfel of God, the mimifters, who 


‘ went to enquire, concluded rightly, that it was much more 
’ confiderable, what meslage Ged fent, than by whofe hand it - 


“twas that he conveyed it. 
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i tivity was paffed, irrevocably- paffed +. 
1 “hort ane deer the celebration of the 
paffover, Pharaoh Necho f, king of Egypt, de- 
fired permiffion of Jofiah to pafs through Ju- 
dea, in order to go and attack Charchemith, a 
city belonging to the king of Babylon, and. fi- 
tuated upon the banks of the Euphrates. Jo- 
fiah would not, by any means, confent ta this 
requeft; but, getting together his forces, potted 
himfelf in the Valley of Megiddo, with a.de- 
fign of obftruting his paflage. The Egyptian 
king, hearing of this, fent ambaffadors to Jo- 
fiah, defiring him to defift, declaring that he 
came not to invade his territories, but purely to 
do himfelf juftice on the king of Baby on; and 
affuring bim withal, that what he did, in this 
cafe, was by the order and appointment of God. 
What, (faid he) Lave I to do with thee thou king 
of Judah? I come not againft thee this day, 
ia againft the boufe wherewith I have war: 
for God commanded me to make bafte: forbear 
thee from meddling with God, who is with me, 
that he deftroy thee not. 

Jofiah did not think proper to return any 
an{wer to this meffage; and therefore, on Ne- 
cho’s marching up to the place where he was 
pofted to receive him, a battle immediately en- 
fued, wherein the Egyptian archers difcovering 
Jofiah (though the had difguifed himfelf before 
the action began) plied that quarter of the army 
where he fought fo very warmly with their ar- 
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4 Though Jofiah was doubtlefs fincere in what he did, 
and omitted nothing to reftore the purity of God’s worhhip 
wherever his power extended, yet the pote had ftill an 
hankering after the corrupt on of the former part of Ma- 
naffch’s reign. ‘They complied indeed, with the prefent re- 
formation, but this was only out of fear of incurring the 
king’s difpleafure, or of fecling the feverity of his jultice. 
Their hearts were not right towards God, as appears from 
the writings of the prophets who lived in thofe times ; and 
therefore, fceing no fign of their real repentance, God was 
pleafed to preferve the decree of their future punifhment. 

{ Pharaoh fignifies no more, in the Egyptian language, 
than king, and was therefore given to any one that fat dpon 
that throne: but Necho (according to Heredotus) was his 
proper name, though fome wil] have it to be an appellative, 
which fignifies /aue, becaufe this Pharaoh (as they fuppofe) 
had alamenefs, which proceeded from fome wound he had 
received in the wars, ‘The fame hiftorian tells us, that he 
was the fon and fucceflor of Pfametichas, king of Egypt, 
and a man of a bold enterprifing {pirit; that he made an 
attempt cto join the Nile and the Red Sea, by fae a ca- 
nal trom one to the other; that, though he failed in this 
defign, yet, by fending a fleet from the Red Sea through 

the ftreights of Babel Mandel, he difcovered the Coaits of 
Africa, and, in this his expedition to the Euphrates, refolved 
to bid fair (by deftroying the united force of the Babylonians 


rows, that Jofiah at length receiving a mortal 
wound. from -erne of -them; was removed mto 
another chariot §, and conveyed to Jerufalem, 
where, after a reign of thirty-one years, he died, 
and was buried in the fepulchre of his anceftors. 
_ The death of fo excellent a prince was de- 
fervedly lamented by all his people, but oy none 
more fincerely than the prophet Jeremiah, who 
(having a thorough fenfe of the greatnefs of the 
lofs, as well as full forefight of the fore cala- 
mities which were. afterwards to follow upon the 
whole kingdom of Judah) wrote a fong of /a- 
mentation || on this occafion: but that is loft; 
and the other, which goes under his name, and 
is ftill remaining, was compofed on the deftruc- 
tion of Jerufalem by Nebuchadnezzar. 

The character given of Jofiah by the author 
of the Book of Ecclefiafticus is as follows: 
« All (fays he) except David, and Hezekiah, 
** and Jofiah, were defective. They forfook the 
‘© law of the Moft High; even the kings of Ju- 
«* dah failed. But the remembrance of Jofiah 
* js like the compofition of the perfume that is 
«© made by the art of the apothecary : it is as 
‘© fweet as honey in all mouths, and as mufic at 
“a banquet of wine. He behaved himfelf up- 
* rightly in the converfion of the people, and 
** took away the abomination of iniquity. He 
© direéted his heart unto the Lord, and, in the 
*« time of the Ungodly, he eltablifhed the wor. 
«© fhip of God.” 





and Medes) for che whole nonurchy of A fia. 

§ It was the cuftom of war, in former times, for great 
officers to have their led horfes, that, if one failed, they. 
might amount another, The kings of Perfia (as Quintus 
Curtius informs us) had horfes attending their chariots, 
which, in cafe of any accident, they might make to; and, 
in like manner, we may prefume that, when it became a 
fafhion to fight in chariots, all great captains had an empty 
one following them, into which they might betake them- 
felves, ifany mifchance befel them in the other, 

{| fe was ufual with the Jews to make Lamentations, or 
mournful fongs, on the deaths of, great mea, princes and 
heroes, who had diftinguifhed themlelves in arms, or by any - 
civil arts had merited well of their country, . From the ex-, 
preffion in 2 Chron, xxxv. 25. Bebold they are written in the 
Lamentations, we may infer, that they had certain Collections 
of this kind of Compofition. The author of the Book of 
Samuel has preferved thofe which David made on the deaths 
of Saul and Jonathan, of Abner and Abfalom; But. this. 
mournful poem, which the difcoafolate prophet made on 
the immature death of good Jofiah is no where extant 
which is a lofs the more to be deplored, becaule, in all pros. 
bability, it wasa mafter-piece in its kind, as there never wag 
an author more deeply affeéted with his fubjeét, or more ca- 
pable of carrying it through all the tender fentiments of for- 
row and compaflion, than the prophet Jeremiah, 
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XI. 


Feboabaz fucceeds to the government of fudab after the death of bis fatber Fofab. He is depofed 
by Pharach Necho, king of Egypt, who puts bim in prifon, where be continues the remainder of 


bis life. 
that of Feboiakim. 


He is fuceceded by his brother Eliakim, whofé name, by order of Necho, is changed tg 
He reigns wickedly, and puts to déath the prophet Urijab. 


Nebuchadnezzar 


king of Babylon, invades Ferufalem, conquers it, and takes “feboiakim prifoner; Lut afterwards re- 


leafes bim. 


which he is obliged to conceal bimfelf ta avoid their refentment. 
a copy of his prophecies, and read them to the peop'e in the temple. 


Sferemiab upbraids the people with their difobedience, and propbéfies their captivity, fer 


He employs one Baruch to write 
Jeboiakim, being informed cf 


sis, fends for the booky and, after hearing a part of it read, deftroys it, ordering the prophet 
and bis amanuenfis to be taken into cuftody. “feboiakim refufes any longer to pay tribute to Ne~ 


buchadnezzar, who; in ctnfequence thereof, fends an army againft bim. 
Iie is fucceeded by bis fon “feboiachin, whe, after a reign of 


the Babylonians, and put to death, 


only three months, is taken prifoner to Nebuchadnezzar, and fent to Babylon. 
king of Sfudab in his fiead. He is advifed by 


He is taken prifoner by 


Zedekiah is made 
eremiah to live in obedience to the king of Bas 


bylon, for which the prophet is grofsly abufed. ‘feremiah prophecies the deftruétion of Babylon, and 


Ezekiel that of “ferufalent. 


W the death of Jofiah, his fon Jehoahaz * 

was anointed king of Judah; but his 
reign was of fhort duration. He was naturally 
a very wicked prince, and fhewed manifett figns 
of his wifhes to overturn that wife and good re- 
ulation which had, with fo much pains, been 
eftablifhed by his predeceffor. But his wicked 
intentions were fruftrated by means of Pharaoh- 
Necho, king of Egypt, who, on his return 
from the expedition againft the Babylonians (in 
which he had proved fuccefsful) hearing that 


Jehoahaz had affumed the fovereignty of Judah | 


fent for him to Riblah + in Syria, whither he had: 
no fooner arrived than he caufed him to be put 
in chains, and fent to Egypt, where he {pent 
the remainder of his days in mifery and dif- 
grace. 

Jehoahaz had anelder brother named Eliakim, 
whom Necho, on his going to Jerufalem, placed 
on the throne of Judah, having firft changed. 
his name to Jehoiakim. He laid him under an 
annual. tribute of an hundred talents of filver 
and one of gold, having done which, he left Je-. 
rufalem, and returned in triumph to his own 
country. The money: for difcharging this .e- 
bute Jehoiakim raifed by a general tax through- 
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* Jehoahaz was not the-e!deft fon of Jofiah, as will appear’ 
from the following circumftances. 


months; after which his brother Jehoiakim, when he was 
made king, was five and twenty years old. 
it is faid, that the people anointed him,. becaufe, as he did 


not come te the crown by right of fucceffion, his title might | 


have otherwife been difputed ; for in all controverted cafes, 
and where the kingdom came to be contefted, anointing wa 
ever thought to give the preference. Ax this time, however, 
the Jews might have fome reafon to prefer the younger bro- 
ther, becaule, very probably, he was of a more martial fpi- 
rit, and better qualified to defend their- liberties againft the 


He was but twenty-three ]. 
years of age when he began to reign, and reigned only three |. 


On this account |) 





out his kingdom, rating every man according to - 
his circumftances f. 

No fooner was Jehoiakim fully placed on the 
throne of Judah, than he began, in imitation of 
his brother, to deftroy that good order and dif. 
cipline which had been eftablifhed by his father; 
and the people, who nevef with fincerity camé 
into that good king’s reformation, took this 
opportunity of following the bent of their de-. 
praved inclinations. Tor thefe impietiés'God 
was pléeafed to fend the prophet Jeremiah to 
admonifh and exhort them to repentance, and to 
affure them, that if they perfifted in their wicked 
way of living, he would make the remple. like 
the houfe of Shiloh,: and the city of Jerufalem 
a curfe to all nations. Having received this 
meffage,: Jeremiah went firft to the king’s pa- 
lace, where he denounced God’s judgments 
againft him and his family ;. after which he re- 
paired to the temple, and there {poke in like 
manner to the people. The priefts, being of- 
fended at the freedon of Jeremiah, caufed him: 
to be feized, and brought before the king’s 
council, in hopes of having him put to death ; 
but Ahikam, one of the chief lords thereof, fo 
interceded: in his behalf, that he got him dif. - 

charged 
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king of Egypt. His proper name, it is thought, was Shal- 
lum ; but the learned biftop Uther fuppofes that the people, 
looking upon this as ominous (becaufe Shallum, king of 
Ifrael, reigned but one month). changed it to Jehoahaz. 

+ Riblah, according to St. Jerome, was the fame place 
which was afterwards called Antioch. Its fituation was one 
of the moft agreeable in all Syria, for which reafon the 


| kings of Babylon frequently made is their place of rei 


dence. 

t.Itis very probable the p-ophet Jeremiah had regard to 
this taxation, when, in his mournful complaint of jerufalem, 
he fays, foe that was great among the nations, and primes 
among the provinces, how is fhe become tributary # Lam. i. 1 
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by the general confent not only of the 
a Bae ikewie of all the elders of the 
en prefent. 

ge as at this time§ another prophet 
named Urijah, who had likewile declared againft 
the iniquity of the prince and the people; but 
he did not efcape the refentment of the king. 
As foon as he underftood that Jechoiakim had a 
defign againft his life, he fied into Egypt; bur 
this, however, did not fecure him: the king fent 
meffengers after him, and being apprehended 
and brought back to Jerufalem, he was put to 
death, and his remains created with very great 
indignity. 
gee three years after Jehoiakim had been 
on the throne of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon and Affyria, ta revenge the late ex- 
pedition of Pharaoh-Necho, king of Egypr, 
who had taken from him many principal places 
in Syria and Paleftine, marched againft him 
with a very powerful army, and having totally 
defeated the troops under his command, fo im- 
proved that victory, that, in a very fhort time, 
he took from him all the country that lies be- 
tween the river Euphrates and the Nile. 

Having proved thus fuccefsful over Necho, 
king of Egypt, Nebuchadnezzar next laid fiege 
to Jerufalem, which he foon took, and after 
plundering the temple, and making the king 
prifoner, returned with him and the fpoil in-tri- 
umph to Babylon ||. In a fhort time, however, 
he releafed the king, and reftored him co his 
crown, on condition that he fhould become tri- 
butary to him during the ramainder of his 
life. ; 

A circumftance took place, previous to Ne- 
buchadnezzar’s  befieging Jerufalem, which 
clearly evinced the beneticence of Providence 
to an undeferving people, and, had they not 
been hardened in their wickednefs, might have 
fo opened their eyes as to have produced a re- 
formation, ‘he approach of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
army having alarmed the Rechabites *,(who, ac- 
cording to the infticution of Jonadzb, the fon of 
Rechab, their founder, had always abftained 
from wine, and hitherto only lived in tents) they, 
apprehending themfelves in more danger in the 
open country than in the capital, fled for fafety 
to Jerufalem. By means of thele people God 





§ About this time alfo were living the prophets, Habak- 
kuk, Zephaniah, and Nahum, who, being called to the 
prophetic office in the reign of Joliah, continued (very like- 
ly) to this time, becaufe we find them prophefying the fame 
things that Jeremiah did, viz. the deitruétion and defolation 
of Judah and Jerufalem, for the many heinous fins of which 
they were guilty. As to- Hakakkuk, neither che time in 
which he lived, nor the parents frum whom he was defcended, 
are any where named in {cripture ; but his prophefying the 
coming of the Chaldeans, in the {-me manner that Jeremiah 
did, gives us reafon to believe, that he lived in the fame 
time. Of Zephaniah it is diredily faid, that he pro- 
phefied in the time of Jofiah, and in his pedigree, (which is 
alfo given us) his father’s grandfather is called Hezekiah, 
whom fome take fer the king of Judah, and, confequently, 
teckon this prophet to have been of royal defcent. As to 
Nahum, laftly, it is cercain, that he prophefied after the cap- 
hvity of the ten tribes, and befare that of the other two, 
which he foretold. Though. therefore the Jews do ge- 
nerally place him in Manafieh’s reign, yet others chufe to 
refer him tu the latter part of Jofiah’s, as being nearer to 

24 
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was pleafed to point out to the Jews, in the moft 
clear light, their great difobedience to his word 
and command. He ordered the prophet Jere- 
miah to conduct them to the temple, and there, 
in the prefence of the people, offer them wine 
to drink. The prophet obeyed the Divine in- 
junétion, but when he prefented it to the Recha- 
bites; they refufed his offer, alledging for a 
reafon that it was contrary to their inttitution, 
which they had never yet violated. The pro- 
phet, after due commendation of their obedi-- 
ence, turned it upon the Jewsy arid reproached 
them, who were God's peculiar people, for 
being lefs obfervant of bis laws, than the poor 
Rechabites (who were not of the ftock of Ifrael) 
had been of the injunctions of their anceftor- 

But this had no effect on the depraved Jews, 
who ftill gave aloofe to their wicked inclinations, 
in which, indeed, they were encouraged by the 
king after his return trom captivity. To ftrike, 
if poMfible, fome impreffion on them, Jeremiah. 
prophefied many dire calamities and woeful de- 
folations that would fall on them if they did noc 
repent; more particularly thac Nebuchadnezzar 
would again come againft Judah and Jerufalem, 
that he would lay wafte the country, and carry 
the people captive to Babylon, where they fhould 
continue in that fituation for the fpace of fe-: 
venty years. But this likewife was fo far from 
making the leaft impreffion on the people, 
that it only enraged and exafperated thenr 
the more againft the prophet, injomuch chat, 
thinking himfelf in danger trom thcir malicious 
and wrathful indignation, he, for fome time, 
concealed himfelf, and that fo privately, thar 
though diligent fearch was made after him, he 
could not be found. 

While Jeremiah was in this ftate of feclufion, 
he received a meffage trom God, commanding 
him to collect together, and digeft in a book, all 
the prophecies which he had given him, not 
only againft Ifrael and Judah, but likewife other 
nations, from the time that he firlt began to pro- 
phefy (which was in the thirteenth year of the 
good king Jofiah) that, by the people’s hearin 
all his judgments fummoned up together seainit 
them, they might be brought to fome fente of 
their trangreffions, and repent of thofe evil deeds 
they had io long and fo ftrongly imbibed. 


In 





the deltrudction of Nineveh, and of the Affvrian monarchy, 
to which feveral prophecies of his principally relate. 

I! It is thought, and with great reafon, that at this time 
the prophet Daniel, with his three companions, Hananiah, 
Michael and Azariah (who were afterwards called Shadrach, 
Methach and Abednego) were carried with the king captives 
to Babylon. For Daniel fays, when Nebuchadnezzar took 
Jehoiakim, and the veifels of the temple, he fpake unto 
Afhpenaz, the matter of the Eunuchs, that he fhould take 
with him to Babylon fome of the children of Ifrael, of the 
feed of the king, and of the princes, fuch us were well fa- 
voured, and without blemifh, of good parts and well edu- 
cated; that being inftructed in the language and learning of 
the Chaldeans, they might be fit to ferve the king in his pa- 
lace ; and that the eunuchs, among others, made choice of 
See Dan. 1. 3, 4, 6. 

* The Rechabites were Midianites, who lived in tent ; 
and although, in fome refpedts, they confurmed to the laws of 
Mofes, yet they had not hithertu been admitted as profelytes, 
and, contzquent!., could not attend cne temple fervice. 
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In obedience to the Divine orders, Jeremiah 


Boox' Th 


employed Baruch +t, his amanuenfis, to write 
down what he fhould diétate, the whole of which 
formed! an accurate lift of the various prophe- 
cies Jeremiah had received, at different times, 
from God. This being done, he ordered Ba- 
ruch to go to the temple on the day of Expia- 
tion, and there read the contents of it in the 
hearing of all the people. Baruch ftriétly fol- 
lowed his mafter's inftructions, and after reading 
the book firft to the people who were in the 
courts below, he next repaired to the fecretary’s 
chamber, where he again read it in the prefence 
of the princes and elders. As foon as the latter 
heard the contents, they advifed Baruch imme- 
diately to depart, and, with his matter, to fecrete 
themfelves till they fhould know the king’s plea- 
fure conecrning it, when they would apprize 
them of the iffue. In confequence of this advice 
Baruch departed, leaving the book in the cuftedy 
of the princes and elders of the people. 

It was not Tong before Jehoiakim was in- 
formed of what had paffed, and that the pro- 
phecies of Jeremiah had been read in the tem- 
ple, not only -cfore the people in general, but 
likewife in the hearing of the princes and prin- 
cipal men belonging to the court. Being unac- 
quainted with the contents he fent onc of his at- 
tendants fer the book in which they were con- 
tained, who, having brought it, he commanded 
him to read it. ‘The attendant obeyed the reyal 
orders; but he had not gone far, before the 
king, difeufted at hearing the judgments de- 
nounced againft him and his people, fnatched 
it out of his hand, and, notwithftanding the im- 
portunity of hisnobles to diffuade him from his 
intentions, he firft cut the book to pieces, and 
then committed it to the flames. Having done 
this, he immediately difpatched officers to ap- 
prehend the prophet and his amanuenfis, bur, 
agreeable to the advice of the princes, they had 
both withd:awn, nor could the leat tidings be 
heard of them. 

In confequence cf the deftruction of this firft 
book, Jeremiah was commanded to make ano- 
ther of the ike nature ; and to it were added 
fome farther denunciations againfl Jehoiakim 





+ Baruch, the fon of Neriah, and grandfon of Maafcish, 
was of an ifluftrious birth, and of the tribe of Judah. See 
raiah, his brother, had a confiderable employment in the 
court of king Zedekiah, but himfelf kept clofe to the per- 
fon of Jeremiah, and was bis mot tarrhtul disciple, though 
his adherence to his malier drew upon him feveral perfecu- 
tions, and a great deal cf bad treatment. 

The beok called Baruch is introduced with an hiftorical pre- 
face, whercin itis related, that Barech, being then at Babylor, 
did, in the name of the capthe king ard Lis people, draw 
up anevikie, and afterwards read it to them for their 
approbstion ; and that. wether with gf, they fent a col- 
foujon cf money to the leeh-prick ac Jorulatem for the 
maintenance of the daily fasrifices. 

Of the whole cf this beck there sie but three copies; onein 
Greck, and the other two in Syriac, whereof one agrceth 
with the Greck, though the other very much differs from it; 
bat in what Lingusge it was originally written, or whether 
one cf thefe be not the original, or which of thean may he fo, 
‘tis next to imposlible to tell. 

4 What detained him from going in perfon againit Jeru- 
fleur we we notteld; only it apy esrs, that, in the tenth 
Year oi jebciakim, he was engaged in an arbitration be- 





and his houfe, which, in a fhort time, bepaii te 


take effe&. : 
Jehoiakim had lived in fubjection to the king: 
of Babylon for three years, during which he had 
punctually paid the tribute levied on him by Ne.‘ 
buchadnezzar, when he reftored him to his Ij. 
berty. But Jehoiakim now determined to throw 
off the yoke, and therefore not only refufed to 
pay him any more tribute, but, as a mark of his 
intentions to make all the oppofition that laid 
in his. power, formed a confederacy with Necho 
king of Egypt, the profeffed enemy of Nebu- 
chadnezzar. 
Nebuchadnezzar, not being at leifure ¢ himfelf 
to chaftife the infolence and difobedience of Je- 
hoiakim, fent orders to all his lieutenants and 
governors of the refpective provinces belonging 
to his dominions, immediately to march with their 
forces into Judea, and, without hefitation, lay 
fiege to Jerufalem. Thefe orders were obeyed, 
and Jehoiakim, for fome time, held out with 
great refolution, till at length, from the great 
number of parties which had formed a confede- 
racy againit him, he was reduced to the neceffity 
of fhutting himfelf upin the city. Here, how? 
ever, he did not continue long, for the eneiny. 
preing hard, he made a fally in hopes of faving 
himfelf, but was taken prifoner, immediately put to . 
death, and his body thrown in the highway, not! 
being allowed even common interment. Thus: 
in the eleventh year of his reign, was completely 
fulfilled the prophet’s prediction concerning this 
wicked prince: be fhal! be buried with the burial 
of ait ajs, drawn and caft forth beyond the gates 

of Ferufalem §. 
On the death of Jehoiakim, his fon Jehoia-. 
chin (who is likewife called Coniah) fucceeded 
to the throne; but, in the ttle time that he 
continued thereon (which was only three months) 
perfifting in his father’s impieties, he drew upon 
himfelf a bitter declaration of God's wrath, 
which was delivered to him by thé prophet Je- 
renuah in thefe words: As I hve, faith the Lord, 
theugh Cenigh, the fon of Seltoiakim king of Fu- 
dak, core the fignet upon my right band, yet would 
L pluck thee heme: And I will give thee into the 
buad ef them that feek thy life, and into th: 
band 








tween the Medes and Lyians, the oceafion of wrich 
was this :——After the Medes had recovered all the Upper 
Afia out of the hands of the Seythians, and again extended 
their borders to the river Halys, which was the common 


| boundary between them and the Lydians, it was not long be- 


fore there happened a war between thele two nations, which 
was minaged for five years together with various fuccefs. In 
the fixth year, intending to make one battle decifive, ticy 
engaged cach other with their utmoft ftrength ; but, in the 
midit of the action, and while the fortune ef the day feemet 
to hang in an equal balance between them, there happenel aa 
eclipfe, which ov:rfpread both armies with darknefs ; where- 
upon they defifted from fighting, and agreed to refer t= 
contioverly to the arbitration of two neighbouring princes. 
The Lydians chofe Siennefis, king of Cilicia; and the 
Medes, Nebuchadnezzar (who. hy Herodotus, lib. i. is called 
Labynetus) king of Babylon, who concluded a peace be- 
tween them, on the terms, that Attyages, fon of Cyaxares, 
kir g of Media, fhould take to wite Ariena, the daughter ol 
Halyattis, king of the Lydians ;. of which marriage, within 
a year after, was born Cyaxares, who is called Darius th 
Mede, in ihe Book cf Duaicl. 
§ Jer. xxii, 19. 
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pand of them wwbefe! face. thou fears even ‘into | 


d of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylok;'and 
ie of the Cbaldeans:. » And I will cof 
thee out, and thy mother that bare thee, into ano- 


ther country, where ye Were not horn ; and there | 


all-ye die |. os Le Same sea ak 
f Ir was not Jong before thefe threats (owing to 
Jehoiachin’s continuing his impieties). were car- 
ried into execution. Within three months after 


his father’s death, Nebuchadnezzar came in per- . 
fon with his royal army.-to Jerufalem, and‘im- - 
mediately caufed the place to be. attacked. with | 


a clofe fiege on every fide.. Jehoiachin was fo 
terrified at this, that, without making the leaft 
attempt to defend himfelf, he took his mother, 
his princes. and chief minifters out of the city, 
and quietly delivered himfelf and them into the 


hands of Nebuchadnezzar, who, though he | 


thought proper to fave his life, tent him, and 
thofe who were with him, prifoners to Baby- 
lon *. 2 

Befides thefe, Nebuchadnezzar, at this time, 
carried away with him a prodigious number of 
other captives, among whom was the prophet 
Ezekiel. He notonly took with him all. the 
mighty men of valour, but likewife all the moft 


ufeful artificers,:to,the number af ten thouland | 


inen, together with the greateft part of the trea- 
fures out of the temple + and the royal palace. 
The people he left in Jerufalem were the poorer 
forr, over whom he.appiointed Mattaniah (uncle 
to Jehoiachin) king; . Before. he left him, he 
compelled him to take a folemn aath to be faith- 
ful and true in his abédtence ta the crawn of 
Babylon; and to bind this engagement .the 
ftronger, he changed his name to Zedckiah, 
which, in the Hebrew language, fignifies the 
Yupice of the Lord ; intending thereby to remind 
him of the vengeance he was to expect, fhould 
he violare that fidelity ‘the had fo jfolemnly en- 
gaged to preferve. 

‘Vhough Zedekiah was no firanger to the fate 

‘ if 3 





Il Jer. xxii, 24, 8c. 


' Jehoiachin continued in prifon till the death of Nebu- 


chadnezzar; but when Evilmerodach, his fon, fucceeded to 
the throne, he not only releafed him trom his imprifonment 
(which had continued thirty-feven years) but treated him 
with great humanity and refpedt, allowing him an honourable 
maintenance, and giving hint the ‘precedence of all other 
princes in Babylon. . Whe prophecy .of Jeremiah, however, 
was amply fulfilled, he {pending the:remainder of his days in 
the place of his captivity. 

+ Nebuchadnezzar carried away the treafures and rich 
furniture of the temple at three different times: Firft, in 
the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, when he firft took 
Jerufalem, he carried half of the veffels of the houfe of God 
away into the land of Shinar, and put them into the houfe 
of his god, Dan. i. 2. Thefe were the veflels which his 
fon Belfhazzar profancd, Dan. v. 2. and which Cyrus re- 
flored to the Jens, Ezra i. 7. ta be fet up in the temple. 
again when rebuilt: Secondly, in ehe reign of Jehoiachin 
he took the city again, and cut in pieces a great part of the 
veflels of gold ufed in the temple fervice, and which by fome 


chance or other had efcaped his former plunder. Thirdly, ' 


in the 1th year of Zedekiah, he pillaged the temple once 
moie, when he broke in pieces the pillars of ‘brafs, &c. 
and took along with them all the veflels of filver and 
gold that he could find, and carried them’ to Babylon. 
itis fomething firange that among all thie inventory, no’ 
mention is made of the ark of the covenant, which of 
all other things was held moft facred, But it is very pro- 
bable that it was burned together with the temple in the lat 
Aefolation ; for what fome fay of its being hidden by the 


Prophet Jeremiah in a certain cave in mount Nebo, is cer- 
tainly @ mnilake. 


| fage to this effect: | 





of his!-predeceffors fof thei great wickednel 


againit God; yet he:followed their evil ways, and 
daily practifed the moft herrid impieties: The 
prophet Jerétniah was fent to admonifh him for 
his conduét; which he did by relating ‘to hima 
vifien of two. bafkets of figs, the ene good aid 
the other bad'f. By the firft he reprefented the 
captivity of thofe that were in Babylon, which 
being lmited to a certain time, ws for the good 
of their pofterity: By the latter he reprefented 
the condition of Zedekiah; and thofe that re+ 
mained in the land of Judah, all of whom’ the 
Lord threatened to deliver up ‘to their enemies; 
and make them a reproach in all places, adding, 
that the Lord would fend among them the fword, 
peitilence and famine. But thefe threats matte 
no impreffion on Zéedekiah, who {till purfued his 
wicked courfes, and his fubjects, following’ his 
example, gave themfelves up to all rhaniet ‘of li- 
centioufnefs. ©... 5 tl ve es 

Some time after Zedekiah had been feated on 
the throne, feveral prinees-of the neighbouring 
nations, viz. the Ammonites, Moabites; Edo- 
mites, Zidonians, '“Fyrians,’ &c. fent their ¥m- 


baffadoss to’ Jerufalem;' to congratulate’ him on 


his!aceeffion; :and. to propofe'a léagué againf the 
king of Babylon, in ordet to fhake off his yoke, 
and prevent his return into thofe parts of the 
country. But this fcheme proved abortive, by 
ameans.of the prophet Jerémiah: The prophet 
had fome time betore received Divine orders to 
make' bonds and yokes, and put them about his 
neck in token of that bondage with which the 
Lord had threatened’. Judah, and other nations. 
On this occafion,..by the command of God, he 
fent. bonds and yokes by the ambaffadors of thofe 
.ptinces who folicited an alliance with Zedekiah 
to their refpective inafters,:and with them a mei- 
«« That God had given all 
“< their countries to the’ king of Babylon, and 
*¢ therefore their wifeft courfe would be to fub- 

«© mic 





i This vifion, with the threats denqunced: again Zede» 
kizh and: his people, is related by the prophet in thefe 
words: “ One bafket had véry good figs, even like the figs 
‘** that are fire ripe: pnd the other bafket had very naughty 
figs, which could not be eaten, they were fo bad. hen 
fard the Lord unto me, What feet thou, Jeremiah ? 
And I faid, figs; the good figs, very good; and the 
evil, very evil, that cannot be eaten, they aré fo evil, 
Again the ‘word of the Lord came unto me, faying, 
Thus fajth the Lord, the God of Irael ; Like thefe good 
figs, fo will I acknowledye them that are carried away 
. captive -of Judah, whom I have fent out of this place 

into the-Iand of the Chaldeans for their good. For T 

will fet mine eyes upon them for good, and J will bring 

them again to this land: and I will build chem, and not 
pull them down ; and J will plane them, and not pluck 
them up. And I will give them an heart to know me, 
that I am the Lord; and they fhall be my people, and 

Iwill be their God: for they thal] return unto me with 

their whole heart. And as the evil figs, which cannot 

-be eaten, they are fo evil; furely thus faith the Lord, So 
. will give Zedekiah the king of Judah, and his princes; 
-and thé refidue of ferufalem, that remain in this Jand, 

and ithem that dwell in the land of Egypt: and I will 
deliver them to be removed into all the kingdoms cf the 
easth for their hurt, ‘toi bea reproach and a proverb, a 
taunt and a gurfe, in all -places whither EF thall drive 
“© thems And I will fend the fword, the famine, and the 

peitilenec, among them, till they be confumed trom off 
she-luid thac I gave wate them and to their fathers.” 


a 
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« mit to his yoke, which, if they réfuf¢d: to do, 
« both they and their countries fhould mok cer- 
* tainly be deftroyed.”” = oes 

After Jeremiah had fent this meflage, with the 
yokes and bonds, to the kings of the. Ammo- 


nites, 8cc. he went to Zedekiah, and having | 


perfuaded him to fubmit to the king of Babylon, 
and not give credit to falfe prophets, who might 
flatter him with a deliverance from his power, he 


prevailed with him not to enter into the league 


that was propofed. : 

There were at this time in Jerufalemy many 
falfe prophets, whofe predi€tions were fo plea- 
fing to the people that they paid no attention to 
the true ones. Among thefe was one named 
Hananiah, who had the infolence to take the 
yoke from off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck, and 
brake it, faying, in the prefence of alk the people, 
* Even fo will I break the yoke of Nebuchad- 
“ nezzar king of Babylon from the neck of all 
« nations within the {pace of two full years ||.” 


Jeremiah took this treatment with great || 


patience, and retired; but it was not long 
before he received orders from God to go to 
Hananiah with this meffage: ‘ Go and tell 
«© Hananiah, faying, Thus faith the Lord, Thou 
* haft broken the yokes of wood; but thou 
« fhale make for them: yokes of iron. For thus 
« faith the Lord of hofts, the God of Ifrael, I 
« have puta yoke of iron upon the neck of all 
« thefe nations, that they may ferve Nebuchad- 
« nezzar king of Babylon; and they fhall ferve 
« him: and I have given him the beafts of the 
< field alfo *.” Jeremiah obeyed the Divine 
command, and going to Hananiah, addreffed 
him as follows: ‘ Hear now, Hananiah: the 
‘© Lord hath not fent thee; but thou makeft this 
‘< people to truft ina lye. Therefore thus faith 
© the Lord: Behold, I will caft thee from off 
« the face of the earth; this year thou fhaltdie, 
© becaufe thou haft taught rebellion againft the 
« Lord +.” It was aot long before it appeared 
who was the true prophet, for according to Je- 
remiah’s prediction, Flananiah died within the 
ear. 
i A fhort time after this Zedekiah fent ambaffa- 
dors to Babylon $, by whom Jeremiah took the 
opportunity of tranfinitting a letter to the chiefs 


a 


a 


a 


of the Jews then in captivity §, advifing them | 


not to be deceived by falfe prophets |i], who 
might make them entertain hopes of a fpeedy 
reftoration: that, by the ordination of God, their 
captivity was to laft feventy years; and that the 
people left at Jerufalem would be of little ufe to 
affift thei in their deliverance, becaufe God, in 


I 


i} Jeremiah xxvii, a4, 
* |bid, ———— 13. 
+ thid. 








1. ‘ aa 
{ On what occafion Zedekiah fent this embafly to the king 
of Babylon we are not informed ; but itis reafonable to fup- 
pofe that, as Judea was then tributary to the Babylonians, 
the king did it out of palicy, to keep upa good underitanding 
with them. ' 
_ § Ezekiel (who was at this time in Babylon) was not as 
yet poffeffed of the fpirit of prophecy ; and, for this reafon, 
Jeremiah took, care of the Jews who were then captives in 
that land, by fending them inftruétions in what manner they 
were to behave, viz. te /2ek the peace of the city whither they 
avere carried away, Jer. xxix. 7. 
[If ‘he two perfons mentioned in fcripture, who took upon 
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‘che parts afligned for their refidence,’ 
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a fhort time, would affiitt them with {word 
peftilence and famine, fo that the greateft part of 
them would be confumed, and the remainder 
fcattered over the face of the earth. He there. 
fore exhorted them to live quietly and peaceably 
in the country whither they were carried, without 
expecting any return, until the time which God 
had appointed. 

On the receipt of this letter One Shemaiah, 2 
very popular man among the captive Jews at 
Babylon, took apon him to write to Zephaniah, 
the. fecond prieft, and to all the priefts and 
pedple of Jerufalem, reprefenting Jeremiah as 
a madman, and a mere pretender to prophecy, 
at the fame time advifing them to keep him in 
clofe confinement. 

A fhort trme after Jeremiah was informed of 
this letter being fent to the priefts and chief 
people of Jerufalem, he received Divine orders 


to fend again to the captives in Babylon, to ler 


them know he would punifh Shemaiah and his 
pofterity very feverely,. for having deluced them 
with falfe prophecies ; and, at the fame time, 
to convince thofe that were left in Jerufalem, he 
fhewed them, by the emblem ofa potter’s veffel**, 
that it was in the powerof the Almighty to de- 
{troy what nation or people he pleafed. Bur all 
this was not productive of the leaft good: the 
people ftill refolved to go on in their wicked 
ways, and, to avenge themlelves of the prophet, 
who gave them fome: difturbance therein, they 
firft grofsly abufed him, then beat him, and at 
length put him in the ftocks. 

It was much about this time that Fzekiel was 
called to the prophetic offiee; and it is remark- 
able that he prophefied the Htke kind of de- 
ftruction againit Jerufalem, as the prophet Jere- 
miah ‘did againft Babylon. At Jerufaleim Jere- 
miah foretold the Divine judgments which were 
to be executed upon Chatdea and Babylon by 
the Medes and Perfians, which he wrote ina 
book, and delivered to Seraiah, who was then 
going upon an embafly to Babylon tt. He gave 
him inftruétions to read the contents of the book 
to his captive brethren on the banks of the ri- 
ver Euphrates; after having done which, to tie 
a {tone to it and throw it into the river, thereby 
to denote, that as it would naturally fink, fo 
fhould the Babylonifh empire be fo totally de- 
ftroyed as never to rife again. 

At Babylon Ezekiel, by feveral types and 
prophetical revelations, foretold the taking of 
Jerufalem by the Chaldeans; Zedekiah’s flight 
from the city by night, the putting out of his 
eyes ; his imprifonmment, and death at Babylon; 

4% : the 
a 
thm to be prophets fent from-God ia Babylon were, Ahab, 
the fon of Kolaiah, and Zedckiah, the ton of Maafeiah. 
'Vhefe two, feeding the people with falfe promites of afpeedy 
rcitoration, hindered them from a | any fettlement: in 

ut, as the prophet 
lerentiah denounced their fudden deftruction, fo it happened; 
for Nebuchadnezzar, underftanding that they ditturbed the 
peopte by their vain prophecies, ordered them to. be feized 
and rvatted alive ; which orders were accordingly executed. 

** See Jeremiah xix. . : 

+t Mhechief. bufinefs of this esmbaffy was, to requett of 
Nebuchadnezzar a rettitution of the facred veflels of che tem- 
ple which he had tuken away when he carried Jehoiakim 
captive into Babylon. 
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ing away of the Jews into captivity ; 
ne Seinlavien Et ker country; and the many 
and great calamities which would befall them for 
their iniquities. But to fuch that were in cap- 
tivity, who; avoiding thofe iniquities, endea- 
youred to keep themfelves fteady and faithful in 
God’s fervice, God, by the mouth of his pro- 
phet, promifed to become a fanctuary.in a ftrange 
country, and to bring them back again unto the 
land of Hrael, where they fhould flourifh in peace 
and righteoufnefs, and, once. more, become bis 
people, and he their God f: ; 
Thus did thefe two great prophets vifit the 
peeple, endeavouring, both by fignificant em- 


blems, and direct prediétions, to reclaim them, 
The one endeavoured to make thofe eafy under 
their captivity at Babylon, while the other ufed 
every means in his power to make fuch as were 
left at Jerufalem lay afide their wickednefs and 
repent. But they ftill perfifted in their obftinacy 
and difobedience, for which God at length 
brought on them thofe calamities he had fo often 
foretold, and fo feverely threatened, by the 
mouths of his prophets. But before we relate 
thefe particulars we muft take notice of a me- 
morable tranfaction that intervened, which, be- 
ing rather of a detached nature, we fhall referve 
in a chapter by itfelf. 
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XI. 


The Siege of Bethulia, with the fingular exploit of Fudith§, a widow lady, who cut off the 
bead of Holofernes, general of the Affrian army, and thereby prevented the city from falling 


inte the bands of the ememy. 


EBUCHADNEZZAR, king of Affyria, 

having been, for fome time, at enmity 
with Arphaxad, king of Media, at length re- 
folved to give him battle, He accordingly 
marched againft him with a confiderable body 
of forces, fully refolved either to reduce him to 
fubjeftion, or perifh in the attempt. Arphaxad 
made the neceffary preparations to oppofe his 
antagonift, and the two armies met in the plains 
of Ragau, where a defperate battle took place, 
in which the army of Arphaxad was totally 
routed and himfelf fain. Nebuchadnezzar, 
having been thus fuccefsful, profecuted his en- 
terprize, and after having made himfelf mafter 
of feveral of the principal cities belonging to 
Arphaxad (among which was Ecbatane the royal 
feat of the Median empire) he returned with his 
forces in great triumph to Nineveh, the place 
from whence he had fet out on this fingular ex~ 
pedition. 

Nebuchadnezzar had, previous to his engaging 
inthis enterprize, fummoned the people of all 
thefe countries that were tributary to him to at- 
tend on the occafion ; but, apprehending that 
fome of them had difobeyed his orders, foon 
after his return, he enquired of his principal 
officers, nobles and counfellors who they were 
that did attend, and who had treated his com- 
mands with indignity. On the report being 
made, it appeared that thofe who had difregarded 
his orders were what refided in the different pro- 





1 Foclirl xiv 20, 

§ The Beck of Judith, from whence this hiftory is taken, 
fome modern critics have endeavoured to reprefent as no- 
thing more than an allegory, though there is not any thing 
init that has the air either of figtion or parable. Though 
the Jews have nat placed it among their canonical books, 
jet they have ever confidered it as a true hiltory. Who was 
the author is unknown, but it is very prebable that it was 
compofed during the captivity, becanfe it was written in the 
Chaldea tongue. It has been a great difpute among the 
learned whether the tranfactions related in this Bcok took 
Place before or after the Babylonith captivity. Thofe who 
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vinces to the weft ; upon which Nebuchadnezzar 
was fo irritated, that he determined to chaftife 
them, in the moft fevere manner, for their difobe- 
dience. 

In confequence of this refolution Nebuchad- 
nezzar, fending for Holofernes, the chief captain 
of his army, and next in authority to himfelf, 
addreffed him as follows: ‘ Behold, faid he, 
* thou fhale go forth from my _prefence, and 
“ take with thee men that truft in their own 
‘¢ ftrength, of footmen an hundred and_ twenty 
‘© thoufand, and the number of horfes with 
“ their riders twelve thoufand. And thou fhalt 
“* go againft all the weft country, becaufe they 
«© difobeyed my Commandment. And thou 
“ fhalt declare unto them, that they prepare for 
“© me earth and water : for I will go forth in my 
“ wrath againft them, and will cover the whole 
“© face of the earth with the feet of mine army, 
«© and I will give them for afpoil unto them : So 
« that their flain fhall fill theirvallies and brooks, 
«¢ and the river fhall be filled with their dead 
“ till it overflow: and I will lead them captives 
“ to the utmoft parts of the earth. Thou, 
« therefore, fhalt go forth, and take beforehand 
“€ for me all their coafts: and if they will yield 
*¢ themfelves unto thee, thou fhalt referve them 
“« for me till the day of their punifhment. But 
“ concerning them that rebel, let not thine eye 
“¢ {pare them; but put them to the flaughter, 
“© and fpoil them wherefoever thou goeft. For 

as 





maintain the latter opinion fupport their argument from the 
words of the hiftory itfelf, wherein the author exprefsly tells 
us (chap. iv. 3.) that the L/raclites were newly returned from 
captivity, and all the people of Judea were lately gathered 
together, and the veffels, and the altar, and the houje were 
Jan&ified after their profanation. Bat this can mean no 
more than thofe who were made captives in the reign of 
Jehoiakim, forthe captivity (at the time Jcrufalem was de- 
ftroyed in the reign of Zedekiah) continued feventy years, 
before the expiration of which Nebuchadnezzar had quite 
fubdued Arphaxad, king of the Medzs, and demolithed 


Ecbatane. 
4D 
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ower of my kingdom, 
that will I do by 
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«as I live, and by the 
« whatfoever I have fpoken, 
«© mine hand.” 

Thefe orders were ftriétly attended to by Ho- 
lofernes, who immediately took the field with 
a prodigious army |» and having: wafted and 
deftroyed feveral different nations, at length pro- 
ceeded towards Judea, ftriking terror into the 
people wherever he went. 

As foon as the Ifraelites heard what great de- 
ftruétion Holofernes had made, the nations he 
had conquered, and that he was marching with 
all hafte towards their country, they immediately 
fortified their towns, gathered together what 
forces they could, and pofteffed themfelves of 
the mountains, in order to interrupt the Afly- 
rian general from entering Judea. Hbolofernes, 
furprized to think they fhould attempt to make 
any oppofition againft his army, enguired of the 
Moabites and Ammonites what ftrength that 
people had, and what motives could induce them 
to attempt an oppofition: “ Tell me now, faid 
« he, who this people is that dwelleth in the 
hill country, and what are the cities that they 
inhabit, and what is the multitude of their 
army, and wherein is their power and {treneth, 
and what king is fet over them, or captain of 
their army; and why have they determined 
not to come and meet me, more than all the 
inhabitants of the weft?” One Achior, a 
chief man among the Ammonites, gave him a 
concife hiftory of that nation, and having in- 
formed him in what manner they had been fome- 
times protected, and at other times abandoned 
by their God, concluded, that if they had of- 
fended their God, he would deliver them into 
his hands; butif they had not, their God would 
defend them, and all his army would not be 
able to fubdue them. 

As foon as Holofernes received this account 
from Achior, he ordered fome of his fervants to 
conduét him to Bethuha, and deliver him into 
the hands of the Ifraclites. The fervants obeyed 
their mafter’s orders, but when they came near 
the city, the inhabitants, knowing them to be- 
long to the Affyrian army, went out to oppote 
them; upon which they bound Achior, left him 
at the foot of a hill, and returned to their camp. 
As foon as the Hraelites came up to Achior, they 
unbound him, and conduéted him to the go- 
vernors of the city, who immediately cailed an 
affembly of the people, and placing Achior in 
the midft, they afked him what he knew relative 
to the {tate of the Affyrian army, and what were 
the intentions of their commander. Achior told 
them, the army was very confiderable, that the 
commander had fpoken with the greateft con- 
tempt of the \fraelites, and that it was his de- 
termined refolution to enter Judea, and put all 
the inhabitants to the fword, ‘This intelligence 
{truck fuch an impreffion on the people, that they 
immediately fell down and worfhipped God, cry- 
ing out, “© O Lord God of heaven, behold their 
<< pride, and pity the low eftate of our nation, 


ce 
“ 


ce 


nn nea 


\ The author of the Book of Judith has defcribed- the ftrength 
of the army Holofernes took with him in thefe words: Holo- 
ferves muttered the choicn men for the battle, as his lord had 
commar.ded him, unto an hundied and twenty thoufand, and 
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«© and look upon the face of thofe that are fandi- 
“* fied unto thee this day.” Ozias, one of the 
governors, then conducted Achior to his -houfe, 
and being accompanied by the elders of the 
people, they fpent the whole night in prayer, 
befeeching God to interpofe in their behalf 
againft fo formidable and daring an enemy. 

_ The. next day Holofernes marched his army 
into Judea, and encamped in a valley near Be. 
thulia, intending, with all expedition, to lay 
fiege to the place. The appearance of the Af- 
fyrian army {truck the inhabitants of Bethulia 
with the greatcit terror, and fo preffing were 
they with Ozias, the head governor, to give up 
the city, that, to appeafe them, he promifed to 
comply with their requeft if they were not re- 
lieved within the fpace of five days. ‘ Brethren 
“ faid he, be of courage, let us yet endure five 
days, in the which fpace the Lord our God 
may turn his merey towards us; for he will 
not forfake us utterly. And if thefe duys 
pafs, and there coine no help unto us, I will 
do according to your word.” 

The greateft inconvenience the Ifraelites la- 
boured under was, the want of. water ; for other- 
wife, the town, by reafon of its fituation,which was 
on a very lofty hill, was inacceffible. This in- 
convenience was occafioned by the advice of the 
Idumeans, who told Holofernes there was no 
method of reducing the place, but by cutting 
off the water at the foot of the mountains, from 
whence the city was fupplied with that article. 
This advice Holofernes purfued, which occa- 
fioned Ozias to promife the people he would not 
attempt to hold out longer than five days, unlefs 
he fhould meet with that relief which would 
enable him to remove fo material an inconve- 
nience. 

At this time their dwelt in Bethulia a widow 
named Judith, who was as eminent for her vir- 
tue and piety, as for her great riches, and the 
ditinguifhed refpect with which fhe was looked 
upon by the heads of the people. This woman, 
hearing the engagement Ovxias had made with the 
inhabitants in order to appeafe thein, fent for 
him, and, in the prefence of the principal men 
of the city, rebuked him for his conduét. Ozias 
made the belt apology he could on the occafion, 
faying, ‘ the people were very thirfty, and com- 
«© pelled us to do unto them as we have fpoken, 
«and to bring an oath upon ourfeives which we 
“ cannot break. Therefore now pray thou for 
fous, becaufe thou art a godly woman, and the 
« foord will fend us rain to fll our cifterns, and 
“© we fhall faint no more.” Judith then ad- 
dreffed herfelf to them as follows: ‘* Hear me, 
«© and I will do a thing that thall go throughout 
«all generations to the children of our nation. 
« Ye thall ftand this night in the gate, and I 
< will go forth with my waiting-woman : and 
« within the days that ye ave promifed to deliver 
« the city to our enemies, the Lord will vilit 
 [frael by mine hand. But enquire not yeof 


© mine act: for 1 will not declare it unto you, 


till 
re ne TS 


twelve thoufand arcners on horfeback.——A great multitude 
of fundry countries witn them, like locufts, and like the 
fand of the earth; for the multitude was without aumber 
Judith ii. 15, zo. 
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« till che things be finifhed that J do.” To this 
the whole affembly replied, ‘* Go in peace, and 
« the Lord God be before thee, to take ven- 
« geance on our enemies.” : 

Judith, after addreffing herfelf in prayer to 
God for fuccefs, made the neceffary preparations 
for carrying her pies into execution. She was 
not infenfible of her own perfonal charms (for 
fhe was exceeding handfome as well as virtuous) 
and from the power of thefe fhe flattered herfelf 
with being able to accomplifh her defign of fruf- 
trating the intentions of the Affyrian general. 
To effect this fhe put on her richeft attire, and 
decorated herfelf with the moft coftly ornaments, 
having done which fhe left Bethulia, and, ac- 
companied only by a female fervant, fet out to- 
wards the camp of the Affyrians, 

When Judith came to the outfkirts of the 
Affyrian camp, the guards {topped her, afking 
who fhe was, and from whence fhe came. She 
told them fhe was an Hebrew who had fled from 
her countrymen, being fenfible that their de- 
ftruétion was near at hand ; and that fhe was come 
to acquaint their general by what means he might 
make himfelf mafter of Bethulia, without the 
lofs of a fingle man. The guards, ftruck with 
the beauty of her perfon, the grandeur of her 
drefs, and the words which fhe ipoke, immedi- 
ately conducted her to their general, who re- 
ceived her with all that civility and refpect her 
appearance feemed to demand. Having un- 
derfteod the defign of her leaving Bethulia, 
which fhe related to Holofernes in the fame 
manner fhe had done to the guards, he not only 
promifed her his protection, but likewife ap- 
pointed a proper apartment for the accommoda- 
tion of her and her mar. 

Holofernes was already enamoured with this 
fair (tranger, not only on account of the beauty 
of her perfon, but the natural accomplifhments 
of her mind. He ordered his fervants to ac- 
commodate her in the fame manner with him- 
felf; to furnifh her wich the like kind of provi- 
fion, and to give her fuch of his wines as fhe 
fhould think proper to accept. 

Judith returned thanks to Holofernes for 
his kind offers and protection, but at che fame 
time requefted that, as the was aftrict obferver of 
the religion of her country, fhe might be per- 
mitted to eat feparately * fuch provifions as fhe 
had brought with her. She likewife defired chat 
fhe might have leave, without any moleftation, 
togo out of the camp at night, or before it was 
day, in order to perform her devotions ¢; both 
of which requefts were readily granted by Ho- 
lofernes. 

Thus did Judith continue in the Affyrian 
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* There were feveral forzs of meats eaten by the heathens, 
which were prohibited in the kaws of Mofes, and, therefore, 
Judith took with her fucha quantity of provifion as the 
thought would be fafficient for the time of her abfence. 
Another reaton, indeed, may be affigned tor this part of her 
Condu&, namely, the fear fhe was under that fomeching ‘of 
an intoxicating nacure might be given her, fo‘as to make 

er an eafy prey to the luit of Holofernes, who, no doubt, 
Would have firil feduced her, and then triumphed over the 
lols of her virtue. 

+ As provers are certainly the moft proper to be offered up 


camp for three days during which fhe was treated 
with the greateft refpedt, and; agreeable to her 
requeft, was permitted to go every night into 
the valley of Bethulia, where fhe offered up her 
prayers to God, befeeching him fo to direét her, 
that fhe might become the preferver of the dif- 
treffed iaactes, On the fourth day Holofernes 
made an entertainment for his own domeftics 
only, not inviting any of the officers of the 
army. Onthis occafion he fent Bagoas, his eu- 
nuch, who had the principal management of his 
private affairs, to invite Judith to the fealt. “Go 
*€ now, faid he, and perfuade this Hebrew wo- 
«© man which is with thee, that fhe come unto us, 
** and eat and drink with us. For, Jo, it will be 
‘© a fhame for our perfon, if we fhalllet fuch a 
“ perfon go, not having had her company ; for 
«© if we draw her not unto us, fhe will laugh us 
“ tofcorn.” Bagoas obeyed his mafter’s orders, 
and going to Judith’s tent addreffed her as fol- 
lows: Let not this fair damfel fear to come 
** to my lord, and to be honoured in his pre- 
« fence, and drink wine, and be merry with us, 
** and be made this day as one of the daughters 
“* of the Affyrians, which ferve in the houfe of 
«© Nebuchadnezzar.” Judith replied, «© Who 


' am I now, that I fhould gainfay my lord? 


«* Surely whatfoever pleafeth him, I will do 
“* fpeedily, and it fhall be my joy unto the day 
“© of my death.” 

As foon as Bagoas left Judith, fhe immediately 
dreffed herfelf in her beft attire, and, taking her 
maid with her, went to the tent of Holofernes, 
who no fooner faw her than his heart was ravifhed 
with her appearance, and he refolved, if poffible, 
to poffefs thofe enjoyments he had meditated 
from the moment of his firft fecing her. He 
was fo well pleafed with her converfation during 
the repaft, and his mind fo elated with the 
thoughts of enjoying her that night, that he gave 
a thorough loofe to indulgence, and at length 
became fo intoxicated with wine that he laid him- 
{elf down on his bed, and fell faft aNlecp. Bagoas 
feeing this, and knowing his mafter’s intentions, 
difniffed all the company, except Judith (and 
her maid who waited for her miftrefs without the 
tent) and then withdrew himfelf. 

Now was Judith’s projeét ripe for execution. 
Standing by his bedfide, and beholding him dead, 
as it were with drink, fhe thus addreffed herfelf 
to God: ‘ O Lord God of all power ({aid fhe) 
“ look at this prefent upon the works of mine 
** hands for the exhaltation of Jerufalem. For 
«* now is the time to help thine inheritance, and 
*€ to execute mine enterprizes to the deftruction 
“ of the enemies which have rifen againft us.” 
Having faid this, fhe took down a fcymitar that 

hung 





in places of retirement, and as the hurry and noife of acamp 
mutt be very inconvenient for the performance of religious 
offices, Judith, who profeffed herfelf to be a woman of trick 
piety, hud a good pretence to requeft-of the general rhe 
liberty ef retiring out of the camp, (when fhe thought pro- 
per and without any queflions being afked her) to perform 
ner desorions, which, the forefaw, would be a means of fa- 
vouring her efeape, after fhe had executed the grand part of 
her proiect. And it was certainly from this precaution only 
that ner request of paying herdevution without the camp was 
founded 
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hung by the bed-fide, and taking hold of the hair 
of Holofernes’s head with her left hand, faid, 
«© Strengthen me, O Lord God of Hrael this 
«¢ day.” She then ftruck Holofernes on the neck 
with all her might, and at the fecond ftroke fe- 
vered his head from his body. 

As foon as Holofernes was dead Judith pulled 
down the canopy of his bed, and immediately 
left the tent. His head fhe gave to her maid 
who put it into the bag in which they had 
brought their provifions ; and they directly made 
the beft of their way through the camp, not 
being any ways fufpected by the foldiers, who, 
knowing the indulgence that had been given to 


Judith, fuppofed fhe was going as ufual into the | 


valley to pay her evening devotions. 


Judith made the beft of her way to Bethulia, ° 


whither fhe had no fooner arrived than fhe haftily 
called out to the watchmen to open the gate. 
«* Open, open now the gate, faid fhe: God, cven 
our God is with us, to fhew his power yet in 
Jerufalem, and his forces again{t the enemy, 
as he hath even done this day.” ‘The men, 
knowing her voice, immediately opened the 
gates, and no fooner had fhe entered the city, 
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ce 


than the elders and principal people, who heard | 


of her return, being greatly aftonifhed, ran 
haftily to congratulate her: upon which fhe ad- 
dreffed herfelf to them in thefe words: “ Praile, 
« praife God, for he hath not taken away his 
« mercy from the houfe of Ifracl, but hath de- 
© ftroyed our enemies by mine hands this night.” 
She then took the head out of the bag, and 
fhewing it to the people, faid, ‘« Behold the 
« head of Iolofernes the chicf captain of the 
army of the Affyrians, and behold the canopy 
wherein he did lie in his drunkenncls ; and the 
Lord hath fmitten him by the hand of a wo- 
man. As the Lord liveth, who hath kept 
me in my way that I went, my countenance 
hath deceived him to his deftruétion, and yet 
hath he not committed fin with me, to defile 
and fhame me.” 

The people were fo ftruck with the fight of 
Holofernes’s head, that they immediately fell on 
their faces and worfhipped God, faying, with one 
accord, ‘ Blefled be thou, O our God, which 
« haft thisday brought to nought the enemies 
‘© of thy people.” Ozias, the chief governor, 
particularly addreffed himifelf to Judith in thefe 
words: ‘ O daughter, bleffed art thou of the 
* moft high God above all the women upon the 
earth; and bleffed be the Lord God, which 
hath created the heavens and the earth, which 
hath dire€&ted thee to the cutting off of the 
head of the chief of our enemies. For this thy 
confidence fhall not depart from the heart of 
men, which remember the power of God for 
ever. And God turn thefe things to thee for 
a perpetual praife, to vifit thee in good things, 
becaufe thou haft not fpared hazarding thy 
life for the affliction of our nation, but haft 
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t This advice given by Judith is confiftent with many 
circumftances we meet with in antient hiftory. It was na- 
tural for her to imagine, that the Affyrian army would be 
thrown into great confufion by the unexpected death of their 
general, and, therefore, nothing could be more confiftent 
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Book IUjf, 
*- avenged our ruin, walking a ftrait way before 
«© our God.” Se . 8 

Judith, well knowing thé confternation. ints 
which the fudden death of Holofernes would put 
the Affyrian army, gave, fuch directions to the 
Bethulians as fhe thought neceffary in order to 
take a proper advantage of it. She advifed 
them, as foon as the morning appeared, to hang 
the head of Holofernes £ on the higheft part of 
the walls of the city, and then every one to 
take up arms, and fally out of the gates, as if 
they meant to attack the enemy; but, in reality, 
only to give them an alarm, that thereupon they 
might have recourfe to their general (as fhe fup- 
pofed they would) and thereby come to know 
the fate that had befallen him. That if, after 
this difcovery, they fhould find the Afiyrians 
appear in confufion, they fhould immediately 
advance towards them, and if they found them 
inclined to retreat, they fhould purfue them with 
the utmoft expedition, and take every advantage 
they could; but if on the contrary, they found 
them likely to ftand their ground, they fhould 
then for their own fafety, retreat to the city. 

The Bethulians had fufficient reafon ftrity 
to obferve the inftructions of a woman whofe 
conduct had fo far put them in the way for their 
deliverance. Agreeable to her advice, after 
having hung up the head of Holofernes on the 
walls of the city, they armed themfelves, and 
made their appearance in the paffes of the moun- 
tains. As foon as the out-guards of the Af 
fyrian camp faw them, they immediately gave 
notice to the officers, who immediately difpatched 
a meflenger with the intelligence to the general. 
Upon this Bagoas, his eunuch, went to Holo- 
fernes’s tent, and knocking at the door for fome 
time without receiving any anfwer, he at length 
opened it, and went in, where, to his great a- 
mazement and furprize, he faw the headlefs body 
of his mafter laying in his blood. Miffing 
Judith, whom he thought had lain with Holo- 
fernes that night, he went to her tent, but not 
finding her there, he immediately judged that 
fhe was the author of this mifchief and difgrace 
to the Affyrians. 

Information of this event being foon difperfed 
throughout the camp, the Affyrians were thrown 
into fuch confufion, that every one began to 
fhift for himfelf, and they fled with the utmofl 
precipitation, fome into the plains, and others 
into the hilly parts of the country. “The Bethu- 
lians (together with other neighbouring people, 
to whom QOzias had fent intelligence of the death 
of the Affyrian general) purfued them in fimall 
parties from feveral quarters, and having flain a 
confiderable number, and greatly enriched then- 
felves with the fpoils which the enemy had left 
behind them, they returned in triumph to Be- 
thulia. 

The news of this fingular deliverance having 
reached Jerufalem, Joacim the high prieft, ac- 
compaiiied 
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with human policy than the advice fhe here gave ; for it 
often happens, when the commander in chief 1s cut off, for 
the inferior officers to difpute among themfelves concermits 
precedency, and that his frequently occafioned the fofs t 
armies. 
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ed by the elders of the people, went to 
in order to pay their refpectful acknow- 
ledgments to the perfon who had been the chief 
caufe of fo, remarkable an incident. As foon as 
they faw Judith they bleffed her with one accord, 
after which Joacim addreffed her as follows: 
«« Thou art the exaleation of Jerufalem, thou art 
s the chief glory of Ifrael, thou art the great 
« rejoicing of our nation: Thou haft done all 
« thefe things by thine hand: thou haft done 
« much good to Ifrael, and God is pleafed there- 
« with: bleffed be thou of the Almighty Lord 
« for evermore”. Joacim and the elders then 
conduéted Judith to Jerufalem, fhe taking with 
her the canopy of Holofernes’s tent, together 
with all his plate, and other valuable articles 
which had been prefented her by the heads of 
Bethulia, after the peeple had returned from plun- 
dering the camp of the enemy. 

When Judith arrived at Jerufalem, the peo- 
ple received her with an inexpreffible fatisfac- 
tion §, being happy at the fight of a perfon who 
had bcen the means of refcuing their country- 
men from the moftimpending danger. Joacim, 


compani 
Bethulia, 


the high-prieft; accompanied by the elders; con~ 
duéted Judith to the temple, where they offered 
up burnt-offerings, and gave public thanks to 
God for this fingular deliverance from the de- 
ftru€tive machinations of their enemies: The 
oblation prefented by Judith confified of the 
plunder of Holofernes’s tent, which had been 
prefented to her by the foldiers after their return 
from purfuing the enemy, and poffefling them- 
felves of the riches they had left behind them. 
On this occafion a. feaft was held in Jerufalem for 
the fpace of three months, during which Judith 
continued in that city; but after the rejoicings 
were over, fhe returned to Bethulia, where fhe 
lived in great fplendor and renown the remain- 
der of her life. She died at the age of 108, 
greatly lamented by the people, who exprefied 
their grief on the occafion, by mourning for her 
feven days. Her remains were depofited in the 
cave of her hufband Manaffeh, for whofe me- 
mory fhe had fuch a refpeét, that, after hisdeath, 
though fhe had many advantageous and honou- 
rable offers, fhe continued a widow the remainder 
of her life. 
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Zedekiah, king of Judah, enters into a confederacy with the king of Egypt. 
Ezekiel and Jeremiah prophecy the deftruGion of that city. 


of Affjria, lays fiege to Ferufalem. 


XLII. 


Nebuchadnezzar, king 


Ledekiah, fearful of Nebuchadnezzar’s army, pretends to reform, and proclaims a Manumiffion, or 
free liberty to all Hebrew fervants ; but, on tke kinz of Egypt coming to bis affiftance, be with- 
draws the proclamation. The prophet Feremiah is throws into a difmal dungesn, from whence be 
ts releafed at the inftigation of Klud-Malech, one of the king’s eunuchs. Feremiak’s laff interview 
with Ledckiah. The city of Ferufalem taken by Nebuchadnezzar. Zedekiah’s fons put to death 
before bis face, himfelf made a prifoner, and, aft.r baving bis eyes put out, fent in chains to 
Babylon. The city of Sferufalem, together with the temple, plundered and turnt. Many of the 
nobility and pricfts put to death by order of Nebuchadnezzar. The propbct Seremiah is treated 
with great refpeti, being permitted eitker to flay in bis owa country, or go with the ref of the 
captives to Babylon. He chufes the former, and receives letters of recommendation from Nebu- 
chadnezzar to Gedaliab, who is appointed governor over the people left in the country of Sfudab. 


Goo king of Judah, having, fince 
the commencement of his reign, (which 
was now feven years) laboured under the Baby- 
lonifh yoke, determined, if poffible, to thake it 
off; for which purpofe he fent ambaffadors to 
Pharaoh Hophra, king of Egypt, with whom 
he entered into a confederacy againft Nebuchad- 
nezzar, king of Affyria, refolving to make the 
mott vigorous oppofition againft him, fhould he 
endeavour, by force, to make him ftill his tribu- 
tary. 

As foon as Nebuchadnezzar heard of this con- 
Junction, and the intentions of Zedekiah, he im- 
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_ § The joy which the people expreffed on Judith’s entry 
mto Jerufalem, is thus related: Yben all rhe women of lfrael 
ie together to fee her, and bleffed ber, and made a dance among 
tem for ber ; and foe took branches in her hand, and gave alfo 
40 the avomen that were with ber , and they put @ garland of 
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mediately gathered together a very confiderable 
army, obliging all thofe nations that were fub- 
ject to him to fend a certain number of men 
properly armed for war. With this formidable 
army Nebuchadnezzar marched into Judea, 
fully refolved to punith Zedekiah for his perfidy 
and rebellion. Having in the courfe of two 
years over ran the country, and taken moft of 
the principal cities, he at length, in the ninth 


year of Zedekiah’s reign (in the tenth month of 


the year and on the tenth day of the month) came 
before Jerufalem, and blocked it up fo clofe on 
every fide, that the inhabitants could not get 

our, 
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olive upon ber, and on her maid that was qwith her, and fhe 
went befere all the people in the dance, leading the women, and 
all the men of Ifrael followed with garlands, and with Songs in 
their mouth, Judith xv. 12,13. 
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out, the confequence of which was, that, in the | 


courfe of time their provifions were expended, a 
faming enfued, and the moft diftreffed fcene ap- 
peared in the ftreets of Jerufalem. 

It is remarkable, that on the very day that 

Nebuchadnezzar laid fiege to Jerufalem the 

rophet Ezekiel (then a captive in Chaldea) had 
it revealed to him, by the type of a boiling pot, 
what deftruction fhould befall the city of Jerufa- 
lem; all which happened in direét conformity to 
the revelation he had recetved. 


After the fiege at Jerufalem had fome time » 


commenced, the prophet Jeremiah was ordered 
to inform the king, that the Babylonians, not- 
withftanding all the oppofition they could make, 
and all the affiftance he could obtain, would cer- 
tainly take it, and deftroy it by fire; and that 
himfelf fhould be carried prifoner to Babylon, 
and finith his days in captivity. 

his intelligence, added tothe dread of Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s army, wrought fuch an impreffion 
on the minds of Zedekiah, and the chief people 
about him, that they entered into a folemn co- 
venant, from thenceforward, ftrictly to obey the 
laws of God, and to lay afide that idolatry and 
wickednefs to which they had been fo long ac- 
cuftomed. In confequence of this refolution 
Zedekiah proclaimed a manuiniffion, or free li- 
berty to all Hebrew fervants of cither fex, ac- 
cording to what the law enjoined. See Deut. 
xv. 12, &c. But this indulgence was of fhort 
duration. Hophra, king of Egypt, coming to 
the aMiftance of Zedekiah, Nebuchadnezzar 
raifed the fiege, and marched with his army in 
order to give him battle. In confequence of this 
the king, thinking the Affyrians were gone for 
good and all, repented of the covenant he had 
made, and the proclamation he had iffted for 
the liberty of his fubjeéts; and therefore com- 
manded every fervant, both male and female, to 
return to their fervitudes. 

This bafe prevarication was fo offenfive to 
God, that he ordered the prophet Jeremiah to 
repeat his former judgments of fword, peftilence 
and famine, on all the people of Jerufalem and 
Judah ; and that he would execute his wrath 
upon them to their uteer deftruction. 

In confequence of thefe threats Zedekiah 
fent feveral times to Jeremiah, requefting 
him to pray to God in behalf of himfelf and 
his people. ‘The anfwers returned by the pro- 
phet were always pofirive, and to the fame effect ; 
namely, that the Egyptians, in whom he placed 
fo much confidence, would certainly deceive him: 
that their army would return without giving 
him any affitance; and that the Affyrians would 
thereupon renew the fiege, take the city, and, 
together with the temple, deftroy it by fire. 

While the Affyrians were gone to engage the 
army of the Egyptians, Jeremiah thought it a 
proper time to leave Jerufalem, and retire to 
Anathoth, the place of his nativity, by means of 
which he might avaid the confequences which he 
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| It is the opinion cf fome, that, when Jeremiah was in 
this diimal place, he made thofe mournful expreffions which 
are fet down in the third chapter of the Lamentations. 
They have cut of my life in the dangeon, and caft a fione 


Tun HISTORY or true HOLY - BIBLE. 


TBoor HR 
knew would follow after Nebuchidddazar thoulg 
refume the fiege of Jerufalem.’ He accotdingly 
left his abode in the city, in order to retire to thé 
place intended; but whea he came to pafs the 
gate he was interrupted by the captdin. of the 
guard, who feized him as a deferter, and carry. 
ing him before the princes, they were fo enraged; 
that they firft beat him, and afterwards commie: 
ted him to the common jail of the city. 

During thefe tranfa¢tions the Egyptians (on 
whom Zedekiah had placed fo much depen- 
dence) not daring to engage the army of the 
Affyrians, fled before them into their own coun? 
try, leaving the deluded king and his peopte, 
with their unequal ftrength, to contend with Ne. 
buchadnezzar, who returned, more exafperated 
than ever, to re-inveft the city of Jerufalem. 

Zedekiah began now to be ferioufly alanned, 
knowing the power he had of himfelf to be very 
unequal to combat with the formidable army of 
Nebuchadnezzar. In the midft of his anxiety he 
fent meffengers to Jeremiah, who was then in 
prifon, to know what would be the iffue of the 
war : to which the prophet returned him an an. 
fwer to this effect: ‘* That God, being highly 
«© provoked againft him and his people, for their 
*« manifold iniquities, would fight againft the 
“ city, and finite ic; that both he and his peo- 
«« ple fhould be delivered into the hands of the 
« king of Babylon; that thofe who continued 
«in the city during the fiege fhould perith by 
“«¢ the peftilence, by the fword, and by famine ; 
“* but that thofe who endeavoured to efcape, 
“ though they fell into the hands of the Afly- 
‘© rians, fhould have their lives preferved.” 

‘When the princes and chief commanders heard 
this anfwer they were fo enraged that they went 
immediately to the king, and earneftly preffed 
him feverely to punifh Jeremiah, for that fuch 
fpeeches would certainly difcourage the foldiers 
and people, and in a fhort time produce a gene- 
ral defection. The king, not knowing what to 
do in this critical conjuncture of affairs, deli- 
vered him into their hands, and they, with unre- 
lenting cruelty, ordered him to be thrown into a 
filthy dungeon jj. In this fhocking place the pro- 
phet muft have inevitably perifhed, had it not 
been for Ebed-Melech, one of the king’s eu- 
nuchs, and a particular favourite with him. By 
the interceflion of this perfon, the prophet was 
fon releafed fron his lamentable fituation, and 
carried back to the prifon in which he had been 
before confined; and for this interpofition he 
gave Ebed-Melech affurance from God that, on 
the facking of the city, he fhould not be one 
among thofe who fhould fall by the {word. 

The Affyrians now preffing the fiege with the 
greateft vigor, Zedekiah, who had yet hopes of 
receiving fome confolation from the prophet Je- 
remiah, defired to have a private conference with 
him. Accordingly meffengers were difpatched 
to bring him out of prifon, which being done, 
the king took him to.a private apartment in the 
temple, 
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I called upen thy nanie, O Lerd, out of the 
EF. vers 530 


upon me, 
low dungeon, and thou haft heard my woice, 
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temple, and there'‘afked him feveral queftions, 
particularly what: he thought would be the fate 
of the war. But the prophet could give him no 
‘other anfwer to his queftions than what he had 
done before ; only he advifed him to furrender 
to the enemy, as the beft expedient he could take, 
ro fave both himfelf_and the city. Though the 
prophet urged the king, in the ftrongeft terms, 
to take his advice, yet he would by no means af- 
fent toit. He therefore broke off the difcourfe, 
and after enjoining him to preferve fecrecy * in 
what had paffed between them, remanded him 
to prifon. And this was the laft interview the 
prophet ever had with the king. 

The fiege of Jerufalem, which had been in 
hand near two years, began now to draw toa 
conclufion. The inhabitants were reduced to 
fuch diftrefs through the fcarcity of provifions 
that they were forced to rake the very dunghills 
for food, and at length to feed on each other tf. 
In this dreadful fituation did they continue for 
fome time, when, in the night of the ninth day 
of the fourth month, and in the eleventh year 
of Zedekiah’s reign, the city was taken by ftorm, 
and every place filled with blood and flaughter. 
The king, accompanied by fome of his friends, 
endeavoured to make his efcape towards the wil- 
dernefs ; but they had not gone far before they 
were taken and conduéted to Nebuchadnezzar, 
who was then at Riblah. After feverely re- 
proaching ¢ Zedekiah for his bale perfidy, Ne- 
buchadnezzar ordered his fons to be put to death 
before his face, as alfo thofe princes who had 
been.the means of perfecuting the prophet Je- 
remiah, As for the king himielf Nebuchad- 
nezzar commanded his eyes to be put our, and 
then binding him in fetters of brafs, tent hiin to 
Babylon, where he finifhed his days in a loath 
fome prifon. ‘hus was fully accomplished what 
the two prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel had fore- 
told concerning this wicked prince §, whofe 
enormities were fo great as to bring down on 
him that Divine vengeance he fo juftly merited. 

Nebuchadnezzar, having thus punifhed Ze- 
dekiah, fent Nebuzaradan, the captain of his 
guards, to Jerufalem, with orders to raze the 
place, plunder the temple, and carry the peo- 
ple who were left captives to Babylon. Thefe 





* Jt was neceflary for Jeremiah to keep what had paffed 
between him and the king a fecret for his own fake ; for, if 
the princes had known it, they would have been fo enraged 
againft him that they might have inftantly caufed him to be 
put to death, 

t See Lamentaticns iv. 4, 5. and Ezekiel v. 10. 

1 The words Jofephus puts into Nebuchadnezzar’s mouth, 
when reproaching Zedekiah for his perfidy, are to this ef- 
fedt: «* Did you not promife me (faid he) to manage the 
“* power and authority that I put you in poffeffion of for my 

advantage and behalf? Andam notI well requited, do 
you think, for making you a king in your nephew Jehoia- 
chin’s place, by your employing the credit and intereft 
that I gave you, to the ruin of your patron and benefac- 
*‘ tor? But that God is great and juit, who, for the pu- 

nifhment of your treschery and ingratitude, hath now 
made you my prifoner.” 
§ The p:anhecy of Jeremiah is delivered in thefe words : 
He foall be delivered into the bands of the king of Babylon, and 
fall peak with him mouth to mouth, and his eyes fhall behold 

is eyes, chap, xxxii. 4, Ezekiel’s prophecy 18 thus expref- 
fed: Iwill bring him to Babylon, to the land of the Chal- 
atans, yet foall he not fee it, though he die there, Chap. xii. 


orders were executed with the utrioit rigour ; 
for Nebuzaradan, having taken all the veffels 
out of thetemple, and gathered together ali the 
riches he could find either in the king’s palace 
or in the houfes of the princes and nobility, he 
fet both the temple and city on fire, overthrew 
all the walls, fortreffes and towns belonging to 
it, and, in fhort, made the whole one continued 
fcene of defolation ]]. 

Nebuzaradan, having thus deftroyed the city 
and temple, made all the people he found in the 
place captives. The heads of thofe which were 
about feventy in number, among whom were 
Saraiah the high-prieft, and Zephaniah the fe- 
cond prieft, he carried to Riblah, where Nebu- 
chadnezzar ordered them all to be immediately 
put to death. The poorer and labouring part 
of the people, fuch as could till the ground, and 
drefs the vineyards, he left behind, and made 
Gedaliah * their governor. All the reft he car- 
ried to Babylon, except the prophet Jeremiah, 
of whom Nebuchadnezzar had given him ftriét 
charge to take particular care. He therefore no¢ 
only took him out of prifon when he firft came 
to Jerufalem, bur, as the reft were on their de- 
parture, gave him his choice, whether he would 
go with him to Babylon, where he fhould be 
maintained at the king’s expence, or continue in 
his own country. The prophet chofe the latter, 
upon which Nebuzaradan not only difmifled 
him with an handfome prefent, but likewife 
gave him letters of recommendation to Geda- 
liah the governor, in which he ftri€tly enjoined 
that he fhould treat him with the moft diftin~ 
guifhed refpec. 

Thus was an end put to the Jfraelitifh mo- 
narchy, after it had continued four hundred and 
fixty-eight years from the time that David began 
to reign over it; three hundred and eighty-cight 
years from the revolt of the ten tribes ; and one 
hundred and thirty-four years from. the extinc- 
tion of the Ifraelitifh common wealth. 

We fhall clofe this chapter and book with 
fome obfervations and general reflections on the 
natural caufes of the Babylonifh captivity; and 
point out the great wifdoin of Providence in di- 
recting fuch a difpenfation. , 

The whole Jewifh nation, bath Judah and 

Ifrael, 





13- Both of thefe prophecies were literally accomplithed ; 
for Zedekiah was carried to Riblah, where he faw the king 
of Babylon, and fpake to him, and beheld his children ex- 
ecuted ; but had.afterwards his eyes put out, and was then 
carried to Babylon, where he was incapable of feeing the 
city, becaufc he had loft his eye-fight. 

|| On thefe two fad occafions, viz. the taking of the city, 
and deftru€tion of the temple, Jeremiah compofed a mourn- 
ful poem, which is called his Lamentations. In the two 
firft chapters he deferibes the calamities of the fiege ; in the 
third he deplores the perfecutions which himfelf had fuffer- 
ed; in the fourth he bemoans the fate of the city and tem- 
ple, and Zedekiah’s fad misfortune; and in the fifth, he 
addreff:s his prayer to God in behalf of his brethren, the 
Jews, under their difperfion and captivity. 

* Gedaliah was the fon of Ahikam, the great friend of 
Jeremiah ; and itis not unlikely that, by the prophet’s ad- 
vice, who exhorted a'l, both king and people, to furrender 
themfelves to the Affyrians (Jer. xxxvili. 5, 17.) he made 
his efcape from the city, and went over to the king of Ba- 
bvion ; and for this reafon was promoted to the government 
of Judes. 
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Ifrael, had all along a ftrong and ftrange pro- 
penfity to idolatry; and their morals were as 
corrupt as their religion, What their peculiar 
temptations were, we know not; but all fhe 
endeavours of thofe who were good kings; and 
ali the preaching of holy prophets, fent by fpe- 
cial commiffion fromm God, were ineffectual to 
produce a reformation t. They were therefore 
carried away captive into Babylon. This dread- 
ful calamity came upon them gradually ; but 
gradual punifhment effected no amendment in 
the religion or morals of the nation. Zedekiah, 
the laft king, was as bad as his predecéffors ; 
therefore the whole land of Judea was reduced 
to utter defolation for the fins of the people. 

The great propriety of this difpenfation will 
be feen, if we attend to the following reflec- 
tions : 

1. The lenity of God evidently appeared in 
his bringing this terrible overthrow upon them 
fo gradually, after a fucceffion of judgments, 
from lefs to greater, for a long fpace of time; 
which fhould have been a warning to them, and 
by experience have convinced them, that the 
threatenings denounced by the prophets would 
certainly come to pafs. 

2. That it was a juft punifhment for their fins, 
particularly for their idolatry, whereby they for- 
fook God, and therefore God juftly forfook them, 
and delivered them into the hands of their ene- 
mies, as Mofes had foretold. Levit xxvi. 30—36. 

3- This dreadful calamity was, no doubt, in- 
flicted by Providence as the moft effectual means 
of working their reformation. In their captive 
difconfolate ftate they had time, and their cala- 
mities had a natural tendency to give them a 
difpofition, to reflect on the long feries of ini- 
quity and perverfenefs which had brought them 
under the heavieft of God’s judgments. Now 
their own wickednefs correéted them, and their back- 
Sidings veproved them; now they mutt know and fee 
that 1t was an evil thing and bitter, that they bad 
ferfaken the Lord their God, and that bis fear had 
not been in them. In the land of their capti- 
vity the difcourfes of the prophets, declaiming 
with the higheft authority againft their profane 
and wicked practices, would be ftill founding in 
their ears, and their abject, wretched condition, 
the confequence of fuch practices would fink 
deep into their hearts, and furely give them an 


SD 
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t See 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14. 

t See 2 Kings xxii. 8——12. 

§ See Maiah v. 24. xxx. ¢. Jeremiah vi, 19 viii. S. ix. 
13. UHlofeaviii, 12. Amos ii 4. and in many other places 
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utter deteftation of what they too well kney 
was the caufe of all their fufferings. 

4. The law of God, written by Mofes, as the 
rule of their conduct in all affairs both civil and 
religious, and the ground of their happinefs, they 
had fo far neglected, that it was almoft unknown 
and loft arnong them ft. This contempt of the 
Divine law the prophets had frequently protefteg 
againft §, and publicly declared, that it would 
be their deftruction. And, in their ruined ftate, 
this muft be remembered as the primary reafon 
of all their fufferings; and they muft be tho. 
roughly fenfible that a due regard to the love of 
God was the only way to recover his favour, 
and their own profperity, and accordingly muft 
be difpofed to be attentive to it; which, indeed, 
was the cafe. This was another good effect of 
this difpenfation, and may be juftly given as one 
grand reafon for their being fo ftrongly fixed 
againft idolatry ever after the Babylonifh cap- 
tivity. 

5. This difpenfation was alfo calculated to 
produce good effects among the different na- 
tions into which they were carried captives: for, 
wherever they were difperfed in the eaftern 
countries, they would endeavour to propagate 
the knowledge of the true God, which was now 
ferioufly impreffed upon their hearts. During 
their captivity Divine Providence, by many fignal 
inftances of his interpofition, which were pub- 
lifhed and known over all the vaft extent of the 
eaftern empire, raifed fome of them to the higheft 
pofts of dignity and power in the courts of Aifyria 
and Perfia |, and the moft haughty monarchs 
openly confeffed the living and true God as the 
only and Supreme Being *, and made decrees, 
which were publifhed throughout their fpacious 
dominions, that the people fhould profefs and 
worfhip him alone +. 

From thefe obfervations and reflections it is 
evidently clear, that the Jews (notwithftanding 
their depravity in their own country) during the 
captivity of feventy years, muft have been a 
burning and fhining light all over the eaftern 
countries. And thus, in this difpenfation, God, 
the father and governor of the world, was working 
for the reformation and improvement of man- 
kind, in bringing about that which is the true 
excellency of their nature, and the only founda- 
tion of all their happinefs. 


is 
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in the books of the prophets, 
i Dan.i. 19. 20. 
* Ibid. ii. 47 49- iv. 34, &e. 
+ Uhid. iit. 2g. vi. 25, &c. 





A NEW 


RE OO 


i 


E——4 


I 


S58 
Caree, o 


q 
i 


P 
5 
rm 
P 
F) 
BS 
is 
5 
e 
by 


hows fene 2 


MEXDOOCOGRIDORENGNES 


Oe 
footers 
Ee ~ 


_ Gon lad hon an 


a Manger? Frm 
LUKETL.7. 


4 a 





eC OOO Eas 


DOr Goes, 


AVIOUR. 


“ aoe 
ea cid 












COMPLETE | 
UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 


OF THE 


HOLY BIBLE. 


A N E W AND 





TV <. 
to the Btrarsy of Cuprst: 
[Including a Period of 588 Years. ] 


BO O K- 


From the Basyztonisn Captivity, 





CHAP. I. 


Gedaliah, who was appointed governor of Sfudea after the reduétion of ‘ferufalem and the cap- 
tivity of the people, takes up bis refidence at Mizpab. Ibmael, the fon of Nethaniah, a perfon 
of royal defcent, forms a confpiracy againft him, and kills him, He likewife puts to death the 
greater part of the Fews and Chaldeans in Mizpah, together with fourfcore Tfraelites, who were 
going into the town to offer prefents to Gedaliah, Being fearful that bis cruelty will be revenged 
by the captains of Fudab, be fies for fecurity into the land of the Ammonites. The Fews who are 
left after bis efcape retreat, contrary to the advice of Feremiab, whom they take with them, into 
Egypt. They fall into idolatry, for which the propbet feverely reproves them. Account of the 


farther prophecies both of Seremiab and Ezekiel, 


E have obferved, towards the clofe 


of the Jaft Book, that Nebuzara- 

dan, the captain-general of Ne- 

j buchadnezzar’s forces, after de- 
ftroying the city and temple of Jerufalem, ap- 
pointed Gedaliah governor over thofe whom he 
left behind to till and cultivate the country. In 
confequence of this Gedaliah took up his refi- 
dence at Mizpah *, to which place the prophet 
Jeremiah, accompanied by his fervant Baruch, 
Tepaired, and was treated by the governor with 


that refpect which was confiftent with. the re-. 


commendations he received from Nebuzaradan, 
Previous to his departure for Babylon. 


* Mizpah was fituated on the eatt fide of the river Jor- 
dan, an 


ne 3 and-here it was that Gedaliah either chofe to fix his 
abitation, or, perhaps, was ordered to fix it, becaufe it 
2 ‘ 


in the divifion. of the land fell to the tribe of 


Soon after the departure of the Affyrians, all 
thofe Jews who had, during the fiege, fled from 
the city, and fecreted themfelves, fome among 


the. neighbouring nations, and others in the fields 


and deferts of their own country, hearing that 
Gedaliah was-made governor of the land, re- 


forted unto him at Mizpah. “Among thefe were 


Ifhmael, the fon of Nethaniah, Johanan, the fon 
of Kareah, and two others named Jaazaniah and 
Seraiah, all confiderable men, and who ‘had, 


| before the reduction of Jerufalem, held lucrative 


pofts inthe army. On their arrival at Mizpah, 
Gedaliah, the governor, treated them with very 
great refpect, and, in the moft friendly manner, 

ve ‘advifed 





lay nearer than any other place to Bubylon, from whence he 


_ was to receive his inftrn€tions with retpeét-to the adminillra- 


tion of the government. 


af 
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advifed them to- continue in their own country, 
and content themfelves with being fubject to the 
dking of Babylon. Fear_setp faid <heyx totes 

fervants of the Chaldees: dwell in the land; and 
‘ferve ihe king of Babylon, and it foall be well with 
‘you. He then defired them to fix on fuch places 
as they thought groper for theif rkfidence, and 
offered them the affiftance of his own people to 
fic up their dwellings. woe ie 

Ifhmael, gs well as the ones three, appeared. 
prey fattsfiectwith the offers“ade by Geda- 

iah, and the former particularly expreffed him- 
felf in the moft thankful terms; but his beha- 
viour was alla deception, and his defign in go- 
ing to Mizpah was of the moft bafe and trea- 
cherous nature: Being of: the btood-royal, he 
thought, after the departure of the Afffrians, 
to make himfelf king of Judea, and had “there- 
fore refolved to kill Gedaliah, and feize on the 
government; in which horrid plot he was aflifted 
by Baalis, king of the Ammonites, under whofe 
proteétion he had continued during the fiege of 
Jerufalem. 

Though Ifhmael carried on‘ his bafe defign 
with the greateft privacy, yet,’ from the inter- 
courfe that took place between him and his con- 
federate the king of the Ammonites, the plot 
was at length difcovered by Johanan, who im- 
mediately gave intelligence of it tothe governor, 
at the fume defiring that he might have permif- 
fion to put him to death, and thereby prevent his 
perfidious defign being carried into execution. 
Let me ge, I pray thee, faid he, and I will flay 
Thmcel the fon of Nethaniah, end no man foall 
kusco it: wherefore foould be flay thee, that all 
the “fews which are gathered unto thee fhauld be 
featered, and ibe rennant of Fudab perilh 2? 

Gedaliah, being a man of a generous temper, 
and not apt to entertain jealoufies of others, was 
unwilling to give credit to what Johanan had 
related. He told him he thought it impoffible 
that any man could fo far deviate from all fenfe 
of moral obligation as to feek the deftruction of | 
his preferver ; and that even if that was the cafe, 
he would not fo far violate the laws of hofpita- 
lity as to take away the life of a man who had 
fheltered himfelf under his protection. Geda- 
liah, therefore, took no notice ef Johanan’s in- 
formation, but continued the fame friendly cor- 
refpondence with Ifimael he had cone ever fince 
his arrival at Mizpah. ; 

About a month after this Gedaliah made a 
grand entertainment, to which he invited many 
of the principal people of the city, among whom 
were Ifhmael, and ten of his companions who 
had engaged with him in confpiring againft the 
life of Gedaliah. This was the moft favourable 
opportunity that could ave offered for Ifhmael 
to carry his horrid and bate defign into execu- 
tion; nor did he fail taking advantage of it. 
In the midft of the entertainment he and his 


a 


+ According to the fcripture phrafe treafares fignity any 
thing hid, or kept in referve, whether gold, filver, corn, 
wine, oil, apparel, or any other thing: and, among the 
people of the eaft, it was an ofual thing to bury their corn, 
and other provifions in deep holes and caverns, which they 
ug ahd filled up fo very dextcroufly, that no one could 
perceive the earth had been moved, nor could any find them 
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out but thofe who made them. 
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companions (having provided themfelves with 
arms for the purpofe) fuddenly arofe fro i 

: : © a ag Fom .the 
to death, but likewife all chat were Breese 
They then fallied into the ftreets, murdered 
great numbers of the people, as well Chaldeans 
.as Jews, and made the reft captives. The 
cond day after thefe horrid tranfactions took 
place, it happened that a parry of fourfcore men 
from different pargs of. thes coumtry, came i 
Mizpah, in order to offer prefents to Gedaliah 
in acknowledgment of their fubjection to his 
government. [fhmael, being apprized of their ar- 
rival went, accompanied by his companions, fome 
way from Mizpah to meet them, which he had 
no fooner, done tharr he offered to condug thgin 
tothe g@vernor’s hoffe. This offer was geaqhly 
accepted} but no feoser had they got isto the 
city than Ifhmael and his companions fell on 
them, and put no lefs than feventy to the fword. 
The other ten were {pared, in confequence of 
their promifing to deliver to Ifhmael a great 
quantity of treafuses + they had concealed in a 
field not fas from Mizpch. 

Ifhmael, after thefe horrid maffacres, nor 
thinking himfelf fecure at Mizpah, left it, taking 
with hin all thofe he had made captives (among 
whom were the daughters of king Hezekiah) 
and praceeded towards the land of the Ammo- 
nites, intending again to take fhelter under the 
protection of Baalis, their king, who had urged 
him on to the undertaking of the Jate-treache- 
rous enterprize againft Gedaliah. 

In the mean time Johanan, and the reft of the 
captains of Judah, having heard of the horrid 
deeds committed by Ifhmael at Mizpah, and 
that he had fled, gathered together their forces, 
and marching in purfuit of him, overtook: hin 
at the fountain of Gibeon. As foon as the 
captives who were with him faw Johanan, they 
immediately ran to the purfuers, while Ifhmael, 
with only eight mea, made his efcape into the 
land of the Ammonites. me 

The people being thus left under the care and 
protection of Johanan and the reft of the cap- 
tains, they, reflecting on what Ifhmael had donc 
in murdering Gedaliah, were apprchenfive that 
the Chaldeans might poffibly. revenge his death 
upon'them. ‘To provide, therefore, againtt the 
wortt, they retired with them to: -Chimham f, 
from whence, fhowld they be called to an x- 
count, they might-the more eafily make their 
efcape into Egypt,whither they had fome thoughts 
of taking up their refidence. 

The prophet Jeremiah, with his faithful fer- 
vant Baruch, were among thole whom Ihonact 
the Confpirator had catried away captives from 
Mizpah, and who accompanied Johanan, and 
the reft of his countrymen, to their new habita- 
tion at Chimhain. ‘They had not been long here 
before Johanan, and the other princes of the 

people, 


} This was the place which king David gave, near five 
hundred years back, to Chimham, the foa of old Barzil.at 
the Gileadite, and which ftill retained his name. It was 
in: the neighboushood of Bethlehem, about two: leagues 
from, Jerufalem, and at a much greater diftance from Baby- - 
lon than the city of Mizpah. 


Crap. 1. 

eople, went in a body to: Jeremiah, requeftirig 
that he would confult the Lord concerning their 
intended journey into Egypt; at the fame time 
affiring him that they would readily comply 
with whatever he fhould think fit to enjoin 
them. “ Ler, we befeech thee (faid they) our 
« fupplication be accepted before thee, and pray 
¢ for us unto the Lord thy God, even for all 
« this remnant: for we are left but a few of 
« many, as thine eyes do behold us: that the 
« Lord thy God may fhow us the way wherein 
« we may walk, and the thing thar we may do. 
« Whether it be good, or whether it be evil; 
« we will obey the voice of the Lord our God, 
® to whom we fend thee; that it may be well 
« with us, when we obey the voice of the Lord 
« our God.” 

Jeremiah promited to comply with their re- 
queft, and at the expiration of ten days, calling 
tegether not only Johanan and the reft of the 
captains, but likewife the whole multitude, he 
addrefled them as follows: “ Thus faith the 
« Lord, the God of Ifrael, unto whom ye fent 
« me to prefent your fupplication before him: 
“ If ye will ftill abide in this land, then will I 
« build you, and not pull you down, and I will 
« plant you, and not piuck you up. Be not 
« utraid of the king of Babylon, faith the Lord, 
“ for J ans with you to fave you, and to deliver 
“ you froin his hand: and I will fhew mercies 
“ unto you, that he may have mercy upon you, 
© and caufe you to return to your own land. 
« But if ye fay, We will not dwell in this land, 
“ neither obey the voice of the Lord, faying, 
No; but we will go into the land of Egypt, 
“ where we fhall fee no war, nor hear the found 
“cf the truspet nor have hunger of bread, 
and there will we dwell: Then it thall come 
topafo, that the fword which ye feared fhall 
ovirtake ye in the land of Egypt, and the 
* faanae whereof ye were afraid thall fotlow 
ciofe after you there in Egypt; and there ye 
fhall die, So fhall it be with all the men 
tha fer their faces to zo into Egypt to fojourn 
there: they fhali die by the fword, by the fa- 
nine, and by the peftilence; and none of 
them fhall remain or efcape from the evil that 
i fhall bring upon them.” 

This incMlage, notwithftanding the profeffions 
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§ The places in which the Jews are faid to have fettled 
themfelves in Egypt at this time were, Migdol, Tarpanhes, 
Noph, and the country of Pathros. See Jer. xliv. 1. Mig- 
dol is the fame place in Egypt which Mofes makes meation 
of (Kxod. xiv. 2.) over-againft Baal-zephon, not far from 
the Red Sea, Tarpa: hes is Daphne, not far from Pelufiam, 
the fir citv in Egypt in the road from Judea. Noph is 
Memphis, ‘fituate above the parting cf the Nile, or where 
the Delta begins, and not a little famous for its pyramids ; 
and the country of Pathros is the fame with Thebais, or the 
Upper Egypt, fo called from the city of Thebes, which was 
the firll capital in the country. 
) St. Jerome, (in his life’ of the prophet Jeremiah) and 
Dorotheus (in his Synopfis of the lives and deaths of the 
Prophets and apoflles) tell us that he was ftoned to death 
in Egypt by his own rencgado countrymen the Jews, for 
Preaching againit tLeir idolatry. It appears, indeed, from 
the account we have of their behaviour (Jer. xliv. 16.) that 
they Were bene both againit him and his reproofs ; and there~ 
‘Ore itis the more likely that they were the authors of his 
path than, as fome fay, the Egyptians were, for his pro- 
P ee againit him and his king. For the Egyptians (ac- 
Cording to the fame tradition) having, by the prophet’s 
Prayers, boon freed from the crocodiles, which very much 


From tle BaBytonisit Caprivity; fo the Bintu of Curist. 
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‘the people had made of ftriétly abiding by what 


Jeremiah fhould dire&t; was treated with the ut 
moft contempt; and Johanan;with the réft of the 
captains, accufed him of having been influenced, 
by his fervant Baruch, to deliver fuch orders. 
In fhort, they were ultimately bent on going 
to Egypt ; and therefore, taking all the remnant 
of Judah, men, women and children, the king’s 
daughters; Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch 
his fervant and fcribe, with them, they went 
and fettled in the country of the Egyptians §; 
where they continued till thofe judgments which 
God, by the mouth of his prophet, had threa- 
tened, came upon them for their obftinacy and 
difobedience. 

No fooner had the Jews fettled themfelves in 
Egypt, than (notwithitanding the punithments 
that had been denounced and infliéted on them 
for their impietics) they gave themfelves up 
wholly to idolatry, worfhipping the moon and 
other falfe deities of the land. The prophet 
Jeremiah remonftrated with them on the impro- 
priety of their conduct, and pointed out to them 
the dreadful confequences that muft infallibly 
enfue fhould they perfevere in their impieties. 
But all thefe remonitrances were of none effect ; 
upon which the prophet received orders from 
God to denounce on them, in the moft exprefs 
terms, the fevereft judgments, and at the fame 
time to tell them, that the king of Fpypr (under 
whofe protection they vainly thought rhemfelves 
fecure) thould be delivered into the hands of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, in che fame 
manner as had been Zedekiah their late king. 
The abandened Jews paid not the leaft atten- 
tion to thefe alarming denunciations, but con- 
tinued their idolatrous practices till the pre- 
diction of Jeremish was (vivtly fuldled, which 
happened about eightcen years after it was 
delivered. ‘ 

From the time this prediction was denounced 
we have but few farther particulars either with 
refpect to the prophet Jeremiah |, or his cotem+ 
porary Ezekiel *. ‘They both, no doubt, con- 
tinued in their prophetic offices till their deaths; 
but when, or where, that happened, or whether 
natural or untimely, the feripture is filent; and 
tradition is uncertain. This, however, we may 

learn 
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infefted them, held him in fuch great honour and efleem, 
that, in teftimony thereof, they buried him in one of their 
royal fepulchres. The truth is, Jeremiah was, all his life- 
time, expofed to the ill-freatment of the Jews, whofe irre- 
gularities and fad apoflacy he was always reproving; and 
therefore the author of the book of Ecclefiatiirus, in the 
encomium which he gives of this prophet, feems to draw 
his character from the periccutions he fullercd + rley fatreated 
him evil, awho newerthelshe, was ea propiet, Meclel. xix. 7. 

* With refpect to the prophet Evekiel, St Jerome tells 
us, that he was put to death by a prince of the children of 
Ifrael, whom he reproved for his idolatry ; but who this 
prince was we are not informed. [le was buried, as fome 
fav, in the fame cave wherein Shem and Arphavxad were 
depofited on the banks of the Euphrates; but Benjamin of 
‘Vudela (in his tvavels) tells us, thae, at fome leagues from 
Beyd.t, he fiw a magnificent mavfoleum, which was faid 
toa be the tomb of this prophet, on the top of which was a 
famous library, wherein was the original of the prophet’s 
prediction, written with hisown hand; and that uot only 
the Jews, but the Perfians, Medes, and many of the Mut- 
felmen made this a place of devotion, and came thither te 
make their prefents and pes form their vows, 
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learn from their own writings, that, after they 
had difcharged their duty to their own people 
the Jews, they reseived Divine directions to ad- 
drefs the reft of their predi€tions to the Gentiles. 
Accordingly we find Jeremiah prophefying 
againft Egypt in the 46th chapter; againft all 
the Philiftines, in the 47th ; againft the Ammo- 
nites, Edomites, and other people, in the 49th; 
and againft Babylon in the soth and grit; with 
fome promifes, here and there interfperfed, con- 
cerning the redemption of Ifrael. 

In like manner we find Ezekiel prophefying 
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againft the Ammonites in the 25th chapter, 
againft the Tyrians, and thofe that traded with 
them in the 26th and 27th; againft the prince 
of Tyrein the 28th; againft Egypt in the 2oth; 
goth, 31ft, and 32d ; againft the thepherds of 
Tfrael in the 35th; and againft the enemies of the 
church of God; under the names of Gog and 
Magog, in the 38th and 39th; with promifes of 
a reftoration to his captive countrymen. as a 
fure confirmation of which, by way of conclu. 
fion, he gives a long defcription of the rebuilding 
the temple and city of Jerufalem. 
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Daniel, with bis three friends, Hananiab, Mifhacl, and Azariah, are diftinguifbed for their proficiency 


ia learning at Babylon, whither they were carried captives by Nebuchadnezzar, 


Daniel tells the king 


his dream, and the interpretation thereof. His three friends are thrown into a fiery furnace for rez 


fufing to worfeip an image fet up by Nebuchadnezzar. 


They are miraculoufly delivered without rea 


ceiving the leaft burt, and afterwards advanced to great honours by the king. Nebuchcdnezzar con. 
quers Egypty and deftroys many of the fews who had retreated thither after the murder of Gedahab, 


governor of Judea, making the reft his captives, and carrying them to Babylon. 


markable dream which is interpreted by Daniel, 


beaft. 


and reinftated in his former majefty. 


MONG the captives carried away by Ne- 
A buchadnezzar, king of Babylon, after the 
firft time of his reducing Jerufalem to the reign 
of king Jehoiakim, were many youths of the 
firft diftinétion, whom the conqueror, in confe- 
quence of their great natural abilitics, kept in 
his patace, and employed proper people to make 
them thoroughly acquainted with the language 
and learning of the Chaldeans. The moft con- 
fpicuous among thefe were, Danicl (who was de- 
feended from the royal family of David) and 
three of his very intimate friends, named, Ifa- 
naniah, Mifhacl, and Azariah. As it was the 
cuftom among conquerors to change the names 
of their captives, efpecially when they were to 
ferve in any capacity about the court, fo Afpe- 
naz, matter of the eunuchs, by order of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, changed the names of thefe four as 
follows: Danicl was called Beltefhazzar; Ha- 
naniah, Shadrach ; Mifhael, Methech; and Aza- 
riah, Abednego. \ 

Vhete tour captives, having peculiar abilities to 
above the rcit, were inftructed in all the learning of 
the Chaldeans, and orders were given that they 
fhould have a daily allowance of meat and wine 
from the king’s table. But Daniel, being a de- 
vout oblerver of the religion of his country, de- 
fired of the chief eunuch that he and his friends 
might be cxcufed from that indulgence, and thar, 
initead thereof, they might have only pulfe and 
water for their fuftenance. Melzar (for that was 
the name of the chief eunuch) thinking fuch 
indifferent diet would make them not look fo 
well as thofe who lived on beter food, objected 
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He grows proud and arrogant, for which he undera 
goes a moft remarkable puntfomennt, being deprived of his fenfes, and reduced to the condition of a 


He continues in this fate fer feven years, at the expiration of which he is reftored to bis fenfes, 
His death and charaéicr. 


to his requeft, fearful that, im confequence there- 
of, he fhould reccive anger from the king his 
matter. Daniel befought him to indulge them 
with the trial for tem days only, which: being 
granted, Melzar’s fears were removed, for at the 
expiration of the time they appeared hearty and 
well, in confequence of which they were per- 
mitted to continue the diet which Daniel Irad fo 
earneftly requefted. 

This religious abftinence recommended Da- 
nic] and his companions to the more immediate 
care and protcétion of God, who, whilft they 
were following their ftudies in the arts and {ci- 
ences of the Chaldeans, was pleafed to: furnifh 
them with fuch underftanding and knowledge, 
that when, at the end of thrce years, they were 
brought before the king, he found them by fer 
to excel in wifdom all the magicians and aftro- 
logers of his country; but more efpeécially Da- 
niel, to whom God was pleafed to impart a mott 
fingular knowledge in the underftanding and 
interpretation of dreams. 

It was not long before Daniel had an oppor- 
tunity of dilplaying the great powers which hal 
been fo providentially beftowed on him, in pie- 
ference to his cormpanions. It happened one 
night that king Nebuchadnezzar had a dream, 
which fo ftrongly imprefied his mind as to make 
him exceeding uneafy ; and what contributed to 
his perplexity was, that he could not recollect 
the fubftance of it. ‘To affift his memory in 
this particular, he funmoned together all his 
wife mena (efpecialiy thofe who made preienfions 
to the Kuowledse or art of civination) demand- 
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ing them to tell him the fubftance of his — 

and the interpretation thercof. They anfwered, 
that the interpretation they could very readily 
tell, if they knew what he had dreamt, but as to 
the dream itfelf to tell that was impoffible: This 
threw the king into a moft violent ‘rage; and he 
threatened both them and their families with 
deftruction if they did_not make known to him 
his dream. But they ftill perfifted in their ina- 
bility to perform what he demanded, telling him 
that it was the province of a deity, and not of 
man, fo to divine, and that no king had ever 
demanded fo unreafonable a requeft. This an- 
fwer farther irritated the king, who immediately 
gave orders that all the wife men in Babylon, 
without exception, fhould be put to death. ; 

As foon as Daniel underftood the caufe of this 
dreadful decree, in which he knew himfelf and 
his companions to be included, he immediately 
repaired to Arioch, the captain of the king’s 
-euards, requefting a reipite from the execution 
of it, and that he would, in the mean time con- 
duct him tothe king. This requeit being com- 
plied with, Daniel begged of Nebuchadnezzar 
that he would for a fhort time, fufpend the exe- 
cution of his decree, during which he did not in 
the leaft doubt but he fhould give him full fatif- 
faétion both as to his dream and the interpretation 
thereof. 

Nebuchadnezzar, having complied with Da- 
niel’s requeft, he immediately went home, and 
related the whole matter to his three compa- 
nions, befeeching them to Join in prayer with him 
to God that he would be pleated to reveal to 
him this great and important fecret, whereby 
not only their lives, but alfo thofe of all the 
wife men in Babylon, might be faved. The 
prayers of Daniel and his companions were 
heard, for that very night Daniel received ina 
vifion a full revelation of the king’s dream ; 
upon which, when he awoke, he addreffed him- 
{elf to God as follows: Bleed be the name of 
Ged for ever ard ever: for wifdom and might are 
bis: be changeth the times and the feafuns: be 
remaveth kings and fctteth up kings: be giveth 
wifiom unto the wife, and knowledge to them that 
know under ftanding: he revealeth the deep and 
fecret things: ke knoweth what is in the dirk- 
nef, and the light dwelleth with him. I thank 
thee, and praife thee, O tiou God of my fathers, 
who baft given me wifdom and might, and haft 
made known unto me now whet we defired of 
thee: for thou kaft now made known unto us the 
king’s matter, 

Iearly the next morning Daniel went to Ari- 
och, the captain of the guards, and told him he 
had found out the king’s dream, defiring him 
at the fame time to conduct him into his pre- 
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+ Jofephus makes Daniel introduce the king’s dream, and 
€ interpretation thercof, with this preamble: ‘* It is not 
any high conceit of my own wifdom, as if I underftood 
moe than the \haldeans do, or any defigned reproach 
** upon them, for not being able to refolve a queftion, which 
“ Lam able to unriddie, that I engage in this matter; for L 
** am not a perfon, that pretends to more fkill and know- 
“** ledge, than my neighbours ; but it is purely the work of 
“* God, in pity to the miferable, and in mercy to my pray- 
ers, for the life and fafety of myfelf and my friends, that 
has vow laid open this dream to me, and explained the 
26 
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fence. Arioch (happy in this intelligence, and 
pieafed with the thoughts of avoiding the execu- 
tion of the king’s decree) readily coinplied with 
Daniel’s requeft, and conducted him to the pa- 
lace. As foon as Nebuchadnezzar faw Daniel, 
he afked him if he could make known to him his 
dreain and the interpretation thereof. To which 
Daniel replied, the fec-et which the king bath de-~ 
manded cannot the wife men, the aftrologers, the 
magicians, the foothfayers, feew unto the king : but 
there is a God in heaven that revealeth fecrets, and 
miketh kniwn to the king Nebuchadnezzar what 
foall ke in the latter days. He then related the 
dream itfelf, which he defcribed in words to 
this effect t+: “ You faw (fd he) O king, an 
** image of a vaft dinenfion, excellent in bright- 
nefs, but terrible in afpect. The head of this 
image was of fine gold, the breaft and arms of 
filver, the belly and thighs of brafs, the legs 
of iron, and the feet partly iron and partly 
«clay. You faw likewife, O king, a ftone cut 
out of the mountain, but from whence it came 
you knew not. This ftone, falling upon the 
feet of the image, broke it in pieces, and then 
the reft of the image mouldered into duft, 
which the wind difperfed, fo that it was no 
more to be feen; but the ftone, which, in this 
manner, deftroyed the image, increaled to a 
great mountain, and filled the earth.” 
Daniel, having thus related the dream, next 
proceeded to give the interpretation of it, which 
he did in words to this effect: “ You, who are 
“< fupreme above other kings, and to whom the 
God of heaven hath given power, and ftrength, 
and glory, are fignified by the head of gold. 
After you another kingdom fhall.arife, bur as 
inferior to yours as filver is to gold: after 
that there fhall arife a third kingdom, em- 
blemed by brafs, which fhall govern the earth; 
but the fourth kingdom fhall be as {trong as 
iron, and vanquifh all the reft. And whereas 
the feet were partly iron and partly clay, this 
kingdom fhall be divided ; part of it fhall be 
ftrong, and part weak, as clay and iron cannot 
be folidly mixed together. But in the times 
of thefe empires the God of heaven fhall fet 
up a kingdoin (fignified by the ftone) which 
fhall never be deftroyed : that kingdom fhall 
not be left to another people ; but it fhall dif- 
perfe and confume all] thefe kingdoms, and it 
* fhall laft forever. And whereas you faw that 
the ftone which broke the image in pieces was 
cut out of the mountains without hands, the 
great God hath made known to the king what 
fhall come to pafs hereafter ; for the dream is 
true, and the interpretation of ir certain }.” 
Nebuchadnezzar was fo aftonifhed at this won- 
derful difcovery of his dream, and the interpre- 
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meaning of it. Norhave I been fo folicitous for the 
_fafety of myfelf, and my companions under your difplea- 
fare, as for your own honour and glory, left you fhould 
tarnifh them, by putting to death (contrary to all right 
and juftice) fo many worthy men, merely becaufe they 
were not able to do a thing. that is impoffible (without 
Divine affitance) for fiefh and blood to perform,’? 

t By the different emblems in the interpretation of this 
dream was fignified to Nebuchadnezzar the four grand em- 
pires of the world; namcly, the Chaldean, Perfian, Gre- 
cianand Roman, ‘The Affyrian or Chaldean, is reprefented 
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tation thereof, that, after proftrating himfelf be- 
fore Daniel, he commanded that an oblation and 
fweet odours fhould be offered up to him; and 
then addreffed him as follows: Of @ truth it ts 


that your God is a God of Godt, and a Lord of 


Rings, and a revealer of fecrets, feeing thou couldeft 
reveal this fecret. "Ehe king then complimented’ 
Daniel with many valuable prefents, placed him 
at the head of his learned men,: and made him 
governor of the whole province of Babylon ; 
and, at his requeft, put his three friends into 
places of the higheft truft and‘importance. 

- Some time after this Nebuchadnezzar, having 
grown proud in-confequence of the interpretation 
of his dream,: ordered a ftatue of gold to be 
made thirty yards in height, and of a proporti- 
onable bignefs. This monftrous figure he or- 
dered to be fet up in the plains of Dura, near 
Babylon, and fummoned his fubjects of all de- 
grees and conditions to appear at the dedication 
of it. He likewife iffued out a proclamation 
that on the day this ceremony fhould be per- 
formed, every perfon, as foon as the fignal was 
given (which was to be by the ftriking up of 
mufic): fhovid all proftrate themfelves on their 
faces and worfhip it, on pain of being thrown 
into a burning fiery furnace 

This order was ftrictly obeyed by all except 
the captive Jews, among whom thote which 
particularly attracted the notice of the Chaldce- 
ans were, Daniel and his three friends. They did 
not, however, chufe to interrupt Daniel on ac- 
count of his very great importance, and being 
the kine’s favourite ; bur they laid an accufation 
before the hing againit his three friends, Sha- 
drach, Mefinich and Abednego. Thete three be- 
ing carried before Nebuchadnezzar, he afked 
them the realon why they difobeyed his orders, 
telling them if they continued obitinate, and did 
not worfhip the image in the fanre manner as 
the relt of his fubjects, they fhould receive thie 
punithiment denounced againft offenders in’ the 
proclamation iffued on the occafion. “Phev how- 
ever, peremptorily refuted paying atoration to 
che image, and defied the King’s threats, telling 
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by gold, becaufe it was the firft, and the mo!l mugnrificent, 
if not the moi extenfive ; and Nebuchadnezzar, being then 
upon the throne, is faid to be head of it. ‘That of filver 
seprefents the Perfian empire, founded by Cyrus on the rains 
of the Chaldcan, but inferior to it, at leatt in its durstion if 
not in ity exient. ‘Phat of brafs is the Grecian empire, 
founded by Alexander on the ruins of the Perfian. and it 

charatter is, tht it foenld bar rele aver all the earth, Dan, 
di. 3g. which was verify’d in its great founder; for, upon 
his return from India to Babylon, the ambaffadors of almott 
all the known parts of the World reforted thither, to py 
their homage and acknowledgment of iis Dominion. That 
of Ifon is tle Roman [apire, which is ditinguithed by its 
breaking in pieces, and fubduing all things, ver. 49. For, 
whit it was in ite full trength and vigour, under its coufuls 
and (irk emperors it brought under its dominion alt the 
kingdoms aud tkates, that were then fubditing in Europe, 
Africa, and a great part of Aiia; bat, from that time, it 
became a mixture of iron and cla . Lts emperors proved moit 
of them vicious and corript, either by their tyranny making 
themfelv es hateful to their fubjeéts, or, by their follies and 
vices, contemptible. Laftly, that of the Stone out of the 
mcuntain is the fifth monarchy, or the kingdom of the Met. 
fiah ; which, againit all the power and policy of the Roman 
Empire, prevailed, not by an external force, but by the pow- 
“erful preaching of the gofpel, to the fupprefiion and detcat 
of wickednefs und impiety, idolatry and fuperitition, and it 
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him they trufted in a God, who was: able to de-: 
liver them from his rage. O Nebuchadnezzar, 
faid they, we are not careful to anfwer thee in this 
matter. If it be fo, our God, whom we ferve, 1s 
able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, 
and he will deliver us out of thine band, O king. 
But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we 
will not ferve thy Gods,: nor werfoip the golden image 
which thou baft fet up. 

Nebuchadnezzar was fo: incenfed at this pe- 
remptory reply, that he ordered the fentence 
pronounced in the decree to be immediately pur 
in execution againft the three youths, Shadrach, 
Mefhach and Abednego; and farther com- 
manded that, on this oceafion,the furnace fhould 
be made feven times hotter than ufual, which 
being done, they fhould be bound and thrown 
into it, as contemners of his royal will and 
pleafure. Thefe orders were ftrictly obeyed, and 
the furnace was made fo intenfely hot, that the 
perfons appointed to throw them in, were {corched 
to death. Burt the three perfons configned to 
deftruétion by the king received not the leaft. 


-hurt: no fooner were they thrown into the fur- 


nace than the cords with which they were ued 
were loofed, and they walked in the midit of the: 
fire, bleffing and prailing God §. The king, 
who had placed himfelf at a fecure diftance in 
order to fee the fentence executed, obferving: 
a eros 
the fiercenefs of the fire to abate, and that in- 
ftead of three, there were four perfons in the 
furnace, cried out with furprize and amazement, 
Did not we caft three men bound into the 
midft of the fire? Le, I fee four men locfe walk- 
ing in the midft of the fire, and they have no 
hurt; and ihe form cf the fourth is live the Son 
ef God. The king, then approaching the. fur- 
nace, called to Shadrach, Mefhach aud Abed- 
nego, faving, Je fervants of the mof bigh Ged, 
come forth, ond come hither, Vhey accordingly 
came out of the furnace in the prefence of the 
king and all his attendants, who faw them un- 
hurt, not 2 hair of their heads being finged, or 
the Jeaft tcent of fire arifing from their bo- 
dies. 
The 
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fhall fland for ever, and never be deftroyed, Dan. ii. 44. 
which can be faid ot no other kingdom, but that of Jefus 
Chrit, which, for ric feventeen hundred years and upe 
warss, has withtlood the violence of perfecutions, and all 
other contrivances formed agaialt it, and has the fure pro- 
mites of its Almighty founder on its fide, that rhe gates of 
Wiel fall net prewail ageinf? it, Matt. xvi. 13. 

§ According to the vulgar Latin edition of the Bible, im 
the thid chapter of Dar between the twenty-third and 
twenty-fourth verfes, dy add sd the S929 of the three Childrens 
but being no where extant, cither in tie Hebrew or Chacdee 
language, and never received in the canen of ILaly Writ by 
the Jewith church, it is placed among the apocryphal wr- 
tings, where it fands next to the Book of varnch, thevgn 
the churehaof Reme, by a decree of the Counc.t of ‘Trent, 
has not only given it, but Hikewife the Hiiiory of Su/anv, 
and of Bel amd the Dregar a place among the cancnical 
feriptures. he Soag of the th ee Cvitdren confiits of two 
parts, name¢ly a Peayer, end a Think(iving. The Praver 
isa devout contetiien of the fins of tae people, and an ace 
knowledgment of God's 11g! teoutn is in bringing their cap> 
tivity, and other calamitics, upen them. The 'Thank{gi+ 
Ving is a more folemn excitation to all perfons wharcver, but 
more efpecia ly th: three Lizbrew children, wno were thas 
faved from the hand of weaih, to blefs the Lard, praife billy 
and cxalt Lim abowe all for curr aud evers . 


1 


















Cuar, I. 
The haughty king was now convinced aa 
there was a more powerful Being than himfelf, 
who could protect his fervants from the rage 
of the moft infolent and arbitrary tyrant. He 
therefore, in a fudden tranfport of devotion, 
broke out into the following exclamation: Rlefed 
be the God of Shadrach, Mefhach and Abednego, 
who bath fent bis angel, and delivered bis fer- 
vants that trufted in bim, and Lave changed the 
king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that ee 
might not ferve nor worfhip any god except their 
own God. Therefore, I make a decree, that every 
people, nation and language, which peak HA ge 
amils againft the God of Shadrack, Mefhach an 
Abednego, foall be cut in pieces, and their houfes 
fhall be made a dunghill: becaufe there is no other 
Grd that can deliver after this fort. Having 
faid this, Nebuchadnezzar difmiffed Daniel’s 
three friends, and afterwards promoted them to 
much greater honours than they had before en- 
joyed in the province of Babylon. i 
" “Some time after this the judgments which the 
prophet Jeremiah had denounced againtt hi 
countrymen the Jews, when they rejected the 
counfel of God, and fled into Egypt for pro- 
tection (as they vainly thought) began to ope- 
raic. Nebuchadnezzar, notwithttanding that 
the fubiects of Pharaoh Hophra, king of Egypt, 
had revolted from him, and declared Amiafis, 
-an officer of his court, their king, he took ad- 
vantage of the inteftine troubles that enfued ; 
and marching with a great army into the country, 
in afhort time, laid it wafte from one end to the 
other. Of the Jews, who, after the murder of 
Gedaliah, had fled thither, fome he flew, and 
others he carried away captive to Babylon; to 
that fearce any efeaped, but fuch as fled out of 
Koypr, and afterwards fettled themiclves in their 
own Jand at the end of the captivity. 
Nebuchadnezzar, having thus reduced the 
Lingdom of Egypt, and conftituted Amafis his 
viceroy, returned in triumph to. Babylon, where 
he indulged himfele in the pleafures of his court, 
and, for a time, quietly enjoyed the fruits of his 
conquetts, At length his peace of mind was in- 
terrupted by another dream, which he pertectly 
remenroered, and therefore fent for his own ma- 
gicians firfl to give him the interpretation of ir. 
The Chaldeans, after hearing che dream, were 
as much aca lofs how to interpret it as when 
the king demanded the difcovery of his former 
dream which he had forgor. ‘The revealing of 
thefe great fecrets was referved for the fervant of 
God; and therefore the king, not meeting with 
any fatisfaction from his own fubjeéts, at length 
{ent tor Daniel, to whom he recounted his dream 
in words to this effect: “ Ifaw (laid he) atree 
“of a prodigious bignefs, which feemed to reach 
“ from earth to heaven. It was fair, and ful) 
“ of fruits yielded fheleer to the beafts and 
“ fowls, and fultenance to all fefh. I faw like- 
“ wife an angel coming down from heaven, who 
“ cried with a loud voice, Hew down the tree, 
“cut of the branches, fhake off the leaves, 
““tearter the fruit, and let all creatures depart 
from it; bur lee the ftump remain in the earth, 
and bind it wich a band of iron and brafs, in 
the tender grafs of the field, and let it be wet 
with the dew of heaven, and let his portion 
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‘© be with the beafts in the grafs of the earth: 
*¢ Jet his heart be changed from that of a man, 
*« and a beaft’s heart be given him, and let feven 
* times pafs over him.—This dream I king 
‘© Nebuchazzar have feen. Now thou, O 
** Daniel, declare the interpretation thereof, 
“© forafinuch as all the wife men of my kingdom 
*© are not able to make known unto me the in- 
“* terpretation: but thou art able; forthe fpirit 
** of the Holy God is in thee.” 

When Daniel heard the dream, he was fo af- 
fected at the dreadful judgments it portended to 
the king, that, for fome time, he was unable to 
fpeak. Nebuchadnezzar, judging the caufe of 
his filence, endeavoured to encourage him, fay- 
ing, Let not the diveam, or the interpretation there- 
of, trouble thee. To which Daniel replied, My 
lord, the dream-be to them that bate thee, aid the 
interpretation thereof to thine enemies. Waniel 
then, addreffing himfelf wich great tenderne(s 
and concern for the king, proceeded to the in- 
terpretation of his dream in words to this effect: 
“© ‘The tree (faid he) O king, which thou fawelt 
‘© in thy dream, is thyfelf; for thy greatiefs 
** reacheth unto the heavens, and thy dominions 
** to the end of the earth: But the angel, who 
came from heaven with orders to cut down the 
“* tree, denotes the decree of the Moit High, 
which is determined againft thee, viz. that 
thou fhalt be driven from men, and thy dwel- 
“* ling fhall be with the beafts of the field; that 
thou fhale eat grafs with the oxen, and be wet 
with the dew of heaven; that feven years 
* fhall pafs over thee, before thou comelt to 
“ confider; that God rulech over the kingdoms 
“of men; and that, after fuch a term, thou 
* fhalt be reftored to thy kingdom, which is the 
*¢ thing intimated by the ftump of the tree that 
** was ordered to be left. And now, that thou 
“hat heard the interpretation of this dream, 
** permit me, O king, to advife thee to atone 
*« for thy fins by an holy life, and by acts of 
*“ merey to the poor; and to recommend thy- 
“ felf to the mercy of God, that he may pro- 
** long thy pofterity.” 

It might very naturally have been ftippofed 
that Nebuchadnezzar, who had feen the verify- 
ing of Daniel's prophecies, and had likewife 
been an eye-witnefs of God’s great power and 
providence, would have been fomewhat depreffed 
in mind at this interpretation of his dream, which 
was a judgment of the moft fevere nature pro- 
nounced folely againft himfelf. Bur, inftead of 
humbling himfelf, and endeavouring, by re- 
pentance, to deprecate the Divine decree as 
Danie) adviled him, he became intoxicated with 
pride and arrogance, and, being detached from 
war, employed his time in raifing buildings in 
Babylon as monuments of his greatnefs. 

About twelve months after Daniel had inter- 
preted the king’s laft dream, Nebuchadnezzar, 
being one day walking about the palace, and 
furveying his new buildings, he oltentatioufly 
faid to one of his attendants, Js wot this great 
Batyion, that I bave built for tke beufe of the 
kingdow, by the sight of my power, and fer the 
No fooner had the king 
uttered thele words, than a. vaice from heaven 
was heard to fay, O king Nobechaduerzar, to thee 
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it is fpcken: the kingdom is departed from thee. || praife, and extol, and honour, the king of b 
And they foall drive thee from men, and thy dwel- me ie works are truth, and bis een Wee 
ling foall be with the beajts of the field: they foall | and thofe who walk in pride he is able te abafe ° 
make thee to eat grafs as oxen, and feven times Nebuchadnezzar lived but a very fhort tine 
foal! prfs over thee, until thou know that the Moft || after being reftored to his kingdom. The pu 
High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it || nifhment he had undergone, which he knew 6 
to whomfoever he will. have been infli€ted on him by the hand of Pro. 
This dreadful fentence immediately took { vidence, was deeply impreffed on his mind, ang 
place, the king, for exalting himfelf above the || his time was fpent in doing aéts very different 
{tate of men, being deprived of his fenfes, and } to thofe he had formerly praétifed. He died in 
reduced to the condition of a beaft. He conti- |} the year of the world 3442, and before Chrift 
nued in this ftate for feven years, during which, | 562; after having reigned, from the death of his 
agreeable to the interpretation of his dream, he }| father, according to the Babylonifh account 
lived abroad in the fields, eat grafs like an ox, || forty-three years. He was certainly one of the 
laid on the ground in the open air, and his body }} greateft princes that had appeared in the Eaft for 
was wet with the dew of heaven, till at length || many ages before him; and, according to Me. 
his hairs were grown like eagles feathers, and bis \| gafthenes, both for his enterprizes and per- 
nails like Lirds claws. formances, far excelled any other monarch of 
After Nebuchadnezzar had continued his ap- || his time. The fame hiftorian informs us, thar 
pointed time in this fad and forlorn condition, || a little before his death, he foretold the coming 
he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and God was || of the Perfians, and their fubduing the kingdom 
pleated not only to reftore him to his under- || of Babylon; but this he might gather from the 
itanding and form, but likewife to his former || prophet Daniel, and efpecially from the interpre- 
ftate and dignity; for which he made this thank- |} tations of his dreams. 
ful acknowledgment: Now I Nebuchadnezzar 
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Evil-merodack, on the death of bis father Nebuchadnezzar, fuccecds him on the throne of Babylon. 
IIe is murdered by his relations, and fucceeded by Nerigliffar, who is conquered and flain by the 
king of the Medes. Laborcfoarchad afcends the throne, and is murdered by bis fubjeds, after 
reigning only nine months, He is fucceeded by Belfkazzar, [uppofed to be the grandfon of Nebu- 
chadnezzar. Cyrus, king of Perfia, lays fiege to Babylon. Be‘fbazzar makes a great feaft for bis 
courtiers, and orders the veffels of gold and filver, which bad belonged to the temple, to be ufed on 
the occafion. During the entertainment there fuddenly appears a band-writing on the wall, at which 
the king is greatly alarmed, and fending for Daniel, he gives an explanation of it, the fubftance 
of which portends the king’s deftruction. Cyrus takes the city of Babylon by furprize, and, in the 
confufion, Belfhaxzar is flain, He is fucceeded by Darius, who manifefts a particular efteem Sor 
Daniel. The people being jealous of the growing power of Daniel, form a confpiracy againft bis 
life. Ile is thrown into the den of lions, from whence he is mit aculoufly delivered by the interpo- 
fition of Providence. The Story of Sufanna and she elders. 


N the death of Nebuchadnezzar his fon ]] throne than he made great preparations for 
Evil-merodach fucceeded to the throne of || waging war againft the Medes, of which Cyax- 
Babylon ; immediately after which he made fome |} ares their king being apprifed, he called in the 
amends for his father’s hard ufuage of Jehoiakim |} affiftance of his nephew Cyrus, who immediately 
(the captive king of Judah) whom he not only {| went to him with a body of thirty thoufand Per- 
releafed from his confinement, which had lafted |] fians. | Cyaxares, joining his own army with 
thirty-feven years, but likewife promoted him to || that brought by his nephew, made him general 
great honours in his palace, The reign of this of the whole, and he immediately marched to 
prince, however, was but fhort, for after being || give battle.to Nerigliffar. The forces of Cyrus 
on the throne only two years, during which he || were much more numerous than thofe of the 
led the moft profligate and wicked life, he be- || king of Babylon, fo that when the two armies 


came fo univerfally hated, that even his own re- }| engaged victory foon declared itfelf in favour of 
lations confpired againft him, and put him to |j Cyrus: the Babylonians were totally routed, 
death. their king, with great numbers of others, flain, 


Evil-Merodach was fucceeded by Nerigliffar, || and the reft of the troops obliged to fave them- 

his filter's hufband, who had been one of the }} felves by a precipitate flight. 
principal perfons concerned in the confpiracy On the death of Nerigliffar, his fon Laborofo- 
againft his life. No fooner was hé feated on the || archad fucceeded to the throne of Be 
g 


Cuap. Il. ee 
ince naturall i to all manner 
Eee edacla, cruelty ® and injuttice, for which 
he became fo odious to his own fubjeéts, that 
they confpired againft him, and, after he had 
reigned only nine months, put him to death. 
Laborofoarchad was fucceeded by Belfhazzar, 
the grandfon of the great Nebuchadnezzar. In 
the firft year of this prince’s reign Daniel had his 


vifion of the four beafts f;. reprefenting the four } 


‘ves of the Chaldeans, Perfians, Greeks and 
Raiaats and in the third year he had the fa- 
mous vifion of the ram and he-goat, [by the 
Jatter of which was fignified Alexander the 
Great, and by the former Darius Codomannus, 
one of the Perfian kings who were the fuc- 

f Cyrus. 

oo Saconmged by his late fuccefs againft 
Nerigliffar, refolved to invade the Babylonith 
dominions. He accordingly marched with his 
joint forces into the country, and after having 
obtained feveral conquefts over: Belfhazzar’s 
troops, he at length engaged the king himtelf in 
pitched battle, in which he proved equally vic- 
torious, and Belfhazzar was reduced to the ne- 
ceffity of faving himfelf by flight. Cyrus pur- 
fued his vi€torics, and marching his army to Ba- 
bylon, laid fuch clofe fiege to the place, that Bel- 
fhazzar was obliged to fhut hinfelf up within its 
walls. Some time after Cyrus had laid fiege to 
Babylon, Belfhazzar made a great feaft for all his 
courtiers, on which occafion he ordercd the 
veffels of gold and filver which his gyandfather 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the tenple of 
Jerufalem, to be brought into the banqueting - 
houfe, that he and his princes, together with his 
wives and concubines, might drink out of chem. 
This was accordingly done, and, to add to their 
profanenefs, in their cups, they fang fongs in 
praife of their refpective idols. 

Belfhazzar fo provoked God by this facrilegi- 
ous contempt of his holy worfhip, and the pro- 
fanation of the veffels dedicated to his fervice, 
that he was pleafed to put an immediate check to 
his mirth, by caufing an hand to appear upon the 
wall, which, in three words, wrote the fentence 
of his condemnation. Belfhazzar, who faw the 
hand that wrote, was fo alarmed at this ama- 
zing prodigy, that he immediately fent for.the 
molt learned of his people to tell him the mean- 
inz of it; but notwithftanding the promifed re- 
ward of purple vefts and chains of gold to thofe 
who fhould difcover it, they were fo far from 
being able to give an interpretation of what was 
wrote, that they could not even read it. 

This circumttance gave the king and his whole 
court great difturbance of mind, and put a total 
ftop to their mirth. The queen dowager (wife 
of the late Nebuchadnezzar) hearing of the 





* Among other atts of cruelty committed by this prince, - 


the two foliowing are particularly mentioned by Xenephon, 
viz, ‘hat the only fon of one of his principal no- 
bi ity, he flew at an hunting-match, to which he had in- 
vitea him, for no other reafon, but his throwing a dart with 
fuccefs at a wild beait, which himfelf had miffed. And 
that he caufed the fon of another nobleman, to be caftrated, 
for no other reafon but becaufe one of his concubines had 
commended him ag being very handfome. 

t See Dan. vii. 

1 Dan, viii,” 


26 


From the Banyionisn C¥erivity, to the BintH of Curist. 


395 
king's confternation, went into the bandueting- 
houfe, and told him, there was a man in his do- 
minions named Daniel, whom his grandfather, 
for his extraordiriary abilities in difcovering 
ftrange things, had made mafter of the magici- 
ans, and that if he fent for him he would give 
an explanation of the words that fo much per- 
plexed him. : 

Belfhazzar, anxious to know this terrible fecret, 
immediately fent for Daniel, whom, on his arri- 
val, he received very courtéoufly, and made him 
the fame offer of honours and prefents he had 

one to his own magicians, provided he would 
explain the writing. Daniel modeftly refuted the 
offers made him; but having underto-): to per: 
form what was required, he told the king, thac 
fince he had not humbled himfelf, nor taken ex- 
ample by his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar, who, 
for his pride, was chafed from the converfation 
of men, and reduced to the itate of a beat; but 
had lifted himfelf up againft the Lord of heaven, 
and prophaned the holy vefft:is dedicated to his 
fervice, God, being provoke. by thefe his crimes, 
had fent a hand to write upon the wall his condem+ 
nation in thefe words: Mine, Mens, Texet, 
Uruarstn. He then proceeded to an explanation 
of their meaning, which he gave in words to 
this effect: <* Menr, fays he, which fignifies 
‘€ number, intimates, that the days, both of your 
life, and of your reign, are numbered, or that 
** you have but a fhort time to live. Teke/, 
which fignifies weighs, intimates that you have 
‘* been weighed in the balance of God’s juftice, 
and found too light; and Uparfin, which 
fignifies a fragment, intimates, that your king- 
dom fhall be divided, and given to the Medes 
“* and Perfians.” ~ 

Belfhazzar, having heard this dreadful fentence 
pronounced by Daniel, how unwelcome foever 
the interpretation was to himfelf, ftrialy ful- 
filled his promife, by caufing him to be cloathed 
in purple, with a chain of gold about his neck, 
and to be proclaimed the third perfon in the 
kingdom; all. which being immediately done, 
Daniel took his leave and departed. 

It'was but a very fhort time before Daniel’s 
prediction was ftrictly fulfilled; for that very 
night, whilft the king and his courtiers were ftiil 
in the banqueting-houfe, the city was taken by 
furprize §, Belfhazzar flain, and the kingdom 
tranflated to Cyaxares, whom the Scripture calls 
Darius the Mede. 

Darius, from his very firft acceffion to the 
throne, had a great efteem for Daniel, knowin 
him to be a perfon of extraordinary parts and 
learning, and long verfed in affairs of ftate. 
Having divided the whole empire into an hun- 
dred and twenty provinces, over which he fer 


governors, 
Ot cerns, 


§ The manner in which this was done is related by Xeno- 
phon as follows: ‘* That two deferters, named Gadata and 
‘* Gobryas, having affilted fome of the Pcrfian army to 
‘« kill the guards and feize upon the place, they entered in- 

to the room where the king was, whom they found ftandin 
“* up ina pofture of defence, but that they foon difpstehed 

him, whereby was fulfilled the prophecy of Jeremiah, 
Iwill mate drunk her princes and her wife men, her cap. 
tains, and-her rulers, and her mighty mens and they fhall 
Heep a perpetnal ficep, and not awake, faith the ding, whofe 
wane is the Lord cf Hof's, Sze Jecemiah |i. 57. ; 
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governors, and over thefe three prefidents as the 
King’s chief minifters, he made Daniel the firft; 
which compliment, with other favours Darius 
heaped on him, fo excited the envy of the other 
prefidents and princes, that they refolved, if pof- 
fible, to feek his deftruction. 
The enemies of Daniel could not find any 
fault with his public adminiftration, he being 
perfeétly juft and faithful in all things that con- 
cerned the king. Concluding, therefore, that 
they would not be able to find any thing to ac- 
cufe him of, except in cafe of religion, they re- 
folved to lay a fnare for him in that refpect. But 
they had fome difficulties to work through even 
in this project: they knew the king was not 
unacquainted with his great piety and zeal in 
the religion of his country, and that he ftood fo 
fair in the royal favour, that they dared not di- 
rectly attack him. They, therefore, laid their 
plot another way, and that fo artfully that it was 
morally impoMible for the leaft idea to be con- 
ceived of their intentions. They perfuaded the 
king to iffue out a proclamation, that whofoever 
‘fhould afk any petition either of God or man, 
except of the king only, for the fpace of thirty 
days, fhould be thrown to the lions. The un- 
wary king, not fufpecting any fraud, but taking 
it as a teftimony of their affection and loyalty 
to him on his acceffion to the throne, without 
any hefitation, confented to their requeft, and a 
decree was immediately made for that purpofe. 
Daniel was not infenfible that this wicked de- 
erce was defigned to enfnare him; but never- 
thelefs he continued his ufual courfe of paying 
his adorations to God three times every day, and 
that, notin a clandeftine manner, but with his 
chamber window open towards Jerufalem. His 
enemies,, who had laid this fnare for him, were 
not forgetful to watch him diligently, and having 
caught him in the aét of prayer, they went to 
Darius, before whom they accufed Daniel of 
contempt and rebellion in difobeving his decree, 


at the fame time defiring immediate execution 


of the fentence againft- him. 

Darius now perceived that his eafy compliance 
with a fallacious offer had led him into a miftake 
that was likely to prove fatal to his fervant Da- 
nicl; and being vexed at having fuffered him- 
felf to be fo impofed upon, he endeavoured to 
have the decree reverfed. But the grandecs re- 
prefented to him, that the royal decrees (accord- 
ing to the Medes and Perfians) were unalterable, 
and that therefore the penalty that Daniel had 
incurred being irreverfable, he muft be thrown 
into the den of lions. 

The king’s weaknefs in this unjuft act gave 
way to the folicitations of thefe wicked men ; 
for though Daniel’s piety and wifdom had re- 
commended hin greatly to his favour, yet he 
thought he could not in honour go back from 
his word, and therefore delivered Daniel inco the 
hands of his enemies, but not without fome 
glimmering hopes that the God whom he ferved 
continually, would, by {ome means or other, pre- 
ferve him. Téy God, faid he, whom thou ferveft 
continually, be will deliver thee. 

Daniel was no fooner delivered into’ the hands 
of his enemies, than they immediately hurried 
him away to the den of lions; and, having put 
him in among the beafts, they not only rolled a 
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large ftone to the mouth of the den; but had @ 
fedled likewife with their own as well as the kingty 
fignet, that thereby they might prevent all-pof. 
fibility of his effecting an efcape. 

In the mean time the king retired to his pa- 
lace very penfive, where he fpent the night in 
great anxiety and uneafinefs of mind for the 
fate of his favourite Daniel. Early the nexe 
morning he repaired to the den, whither he had 
no fooner arrived than, betwixt hope and defpair, 
he; in a very melancholy tone, thus called to Da- 
niel: O Daniel, fervant of tke living God, is thy 
God, whom thou ferveft continually, able to debver 
thee frem the lions? Daniel immediately reptied; 
O Ring, live for ever. My God hath fent bis am 
gel, and hath fout the lions mouths, that they have 
not burt me: forafmuch as before bine tnnocency was 
found in me; and alfo before thee; O king, bave I 
done no burt. ; : ‘ 

Darius, overjoyed to find the perfon he fo 
highly valued thus miraculoufly preferved, or- 
dered him immediately to be taken out of the 
den, and at the fame time commanded, that all 
his accufers, together with their wives and chil- 
dren, fhould be thrown into it; which being 
done, the lions inftantly feized and tore them to 
pieces. 

_ The Providence of God appearing fo vifibly 
in the prefervation of Daniel, Darius iffued out 
the following proclamation, which he ordered to 
be difperfed throughout his dominions. Peace 
be multiphed unto you. I mak: a decree thatin every 
dominion of my kingdom men fhall tremble and fear 
before theGod of Daniel: for he is the kiving God, 
and fiedfaft for ever, and his kingdom that which 

foall not be deftroyed, and bis dominion foall be even 
unto the end. a pe 

_ After this no farther attempt was made to in- 

jure Daniel in the king’s favour. He enjoyed 
the office before allotted him without interrup- 
tion, and employed his tine in adminiftering 
the ftricteft juftice to the people, at the fame 
time infli@ting proper punifhments on thofe who 
offended the laws, or were guilty of any diftin- 

guifhed wickednefs; of which the following is a 
remarkable inftance. 

Among the great men that refided in Babylon 
was one Joacim, who took a wife named Su- 
fanna, a very beautiful woman in perfon, ant 
ane who, as well as her parents, lived a good 
and pious life. Joacim, being a very rich as 
well as good man, great numbers of the prin- 
cipal Jews reforted to his houfe, which was fo 
large as to admit of every convenient accom - 
modation, and adjoining to it was a very _hand- 
fome and fpacious garden. The king, for the 
more eafy adminiftration of juftice in his capital, 
appointed two perfons who were advanced in 
years, and known to be men of fagacity, to de- 
termine all difputes that fhould be brought be- 
fore them by his fubjeéks in that part of his do- 
minions. Thefe two judges,.or elders,. took up 


| their refidence at. Joacim’s houfe, and thither 


the people reforted to have their refpective con- 
troverfies adjufted. re. 

Sufanna, Joacim’s wife, was, as we have al- 
ready obferved, exceeding handfome, and her 
beauty ftruck fuch an impreffion on the minds 


of the two elders that they refolved, if pofible, 


| to gratify their withes in the enjoyment of her. 
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cuftom with SuYanna to.take awalk every 
i about noon in her hufband’s garden, which 
being obferved by the two elders, they laid a 
{cheme for carrying their defign into execution. 
One day, a little before the tme that ‘Safa ena 
was accuittomed to take: this kind of recyeation, 
the two elders went into the garden, and placed 
themfelves in fuch a part of it that they: could. 
not be feén. Soon after Sufanna, accompanied. 
by two of her maid fervants, entered the place, 


and after walking for fome time, the weather. 


being- exceeding hot, fhe refolved: ta bathe her- 
felf in a piece of water that was properly adapted 
for the purpofe. In confequente of this refolu- 
tion fhe bade her maids go home, and fetch her 
fame oil and wafhing-balls, at the fame time 
ceiving them a ftriét charge to faften the doors 
of the garden after them when they went our, 
that no perfon whatever might gain admiffion 
till their return. 

- No fooner had Sufanna’s maids left the gar- 
den than the two elders immediately quitted their 
hiding-places, and, going up to Sufanna, ad- 
crefied her as follows: Behold, the garden doors 
are (but that no man can see us, and we are in 
hee with thee; therefore confent unto usy and lie 
coth as. If thou wilt not, we will bear witnefs 
cgainft thee, that a young men wes with thee ; 
therefore confent unto us and lie with us. - 

It is not to be wondered at. that fo ftrange 
and unexpected an addrefs, (from men who might 
naturally have been fuppofed to be the laft thar 
would be guilty of fuch an attempt to violate 
the chaflity of a virtuous woman, 4s well as one 
in fuch an elevated ftation of life, and who, in- 
deed might be juftly called their protectrefs) 
fhould have greatly alarmed Sufanna. For fome 
time fhe ftood filent, but at length, ‘having a 
little recovered her fpirits, and fetching a deep 
figh, fhe fpoke as follows: J am ftraitened on 
every fide: for if I do this thing it is death unto 
me; end if I do it not, I cannot efcape your 
Lends. It is Leiter for me to fall into your hands, 
and not do it, than to fin in the fight of the 
Lerd, 

Having returned this anfwer Sufanna pave a 
violent fhriek, hoping thereby to alarm the fer- 
vants of the houfe, and bring them'to her af- 
fiitance. This had the defired effect, but as foon 
as the fervants appeared, the two elders accufed 
their miftrefs of incontinency, at which they 
were greatly alarmed, knowing her to have ever 
been a very good and virtuous woman; but being 
fearful of contradiéting what the elders had af- 
icrted, they made no attempt to interfere in their 


miflrefs’s behalf, any otherwife than, by her de- | 


fire, accompanying her to the houfe. 

The next day, when there was a full affembly 
of people at Joacim’s houfe, the two elders 
ordered Sufanna to be brought before them, 
Joacim was greatly alarmed on the occafion, 
but, being ever obedient to the commands of 
the elders, told his wife~to attend. She ac- 
cordingly went, accompanied not only by her 
hufband, but likewife her father and mother, 
and all her kindred. As foon as fhe appeared 
before the elders, and in.the prefence of the 
whole affembly, they ordered her to be upco- 
vered, fhe having at that time a veil over her 
face; which being done they then laid their 
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nafehves, 
| to the heads of the affembly, laid againit her 


+ €¢. 


IF, 
hands upon her head, and, addreffing the 


‘the following accyfation: “ As we walked, 


“© faid they, in the garden alone, this woman 
came in with two maids, and fhut the garde 
door, and fent the maids away. Thena youp 
man, who was there hid, came unto her, ani 
-lay with her. Then we that ftood ina corner’ 
of the garden, feeing this wickednefs, rap 
unto them. And when we law them together, 
the man we could not hold: for he was fronger. 
than we, and opened the door, and lea ed 
out. But having taken this woman, we afked, 
who the young man was, but fhe youll nok, 
telj us. Thefe things da we teftify.”’ 
Notwithftanding the heinoufnefs of this ac- 
cufation, and its being againft a perfon whofe 
chaftiry was never yet difputed, yet the heads 
of the affembly gave credit to what the elders 
had afferted, and, after fome deliberation; con- 
demned Sufanna to death. As foon as Sufanna 
heard the dreadful fentence, fhe fell on her 
knees, and thus exclaimed: O everlafting Ged, 
that knoweft the fecrets, and knows? all things bes 


Jove they be: thou knoweft that they have borne 


falfe.witnefs againft me, and, behold, I muft die; 
whereas I never did fuch things as thefe men have 
malirioufly invented azainft me. 

But all Sufanna could fay in her own defence 
was of no avail. The credit of the two bafe el- 
ders bore fuch an afcendancy among the people, 
thar, agreeable to the fentence pronounced, they 
proceeded to conduct her to the place adapted 
for her execution. But the Lord was pleafed to 
liften to her cries, and to ftir up an advocate for 
her in the-perfon of Daniel, who, meeting her 
on the way, exclaimed, with a loud voice, / am 
clear from the bl.od of this anc." The peopte, 
who paid great reverence to Daniel, being greatly 
furprized at this, afked him what he meant. Fo 
which Daniel replied, Are ye /uch fools, ye fons of 
Vfrael, that without examination or knowledge of the 
truth, ye have condemned a daughter of Ifrael ? 
Return again to the place* of judgment; for they’ 
have borne falfe witnefs again her. ig 

The people readily obeyed the direétions of 
Daniel, and having returned to the place of 
trial, Daniel, by particular defire of the elders, 


/ was requefted to make a {trict éxamination into 


the affair for which Sufanna had been condemned, 
that they might be fatisfied either of her guile 
or innocence. Daniel, taking upon him’ the 


-tafkk requefted, ordered her two accufers to be 


placed in different apartments, which being done, 
he called for one of them, whom he charged 
with having pronounced a falfe judgment, con~ 
demned the innocent, and let the guilty go free. 
With refpeét to his accufation againft Sufanna, 
he afked him if he had ever feen her in the gar- 
den with a man as he had defcribed, under what 
tree it was they were converfing. He anfwered 
under a maftick-tree. To which Daniel replied, 
ery well; thou haft hed againfE thine own'bead ; 


‘for even now the angel of God hath received the 
| fextence of God to cut thee in two. 


This elder being now put afide, and the other 
brought before Daniel, he fpoke ta him as fol- 


| lows: © thou feed of Canaan, and uot of ‘fudah, 


beauty bath deceived thee, and luft halb perverted 
thine heart. Thus have ye dealt with the daughter 


of 


jo8 
of Ifracl, and they for fear companied with you: 
Li ve ies op Filed would not abide your 
icy: Now, therefore, tell me, under what 
Sree didff thou take them companying together ? 
He anfwered, under an bolm-tree. Upon which 
Daniel faid to him, Thou baft alfo: lied againft 
shine own bead : for the angel of God watteth with 
the fword to cut thee in two, that he may deftrey 
shee. 

The whole affembly were now fully convinced 
of the iniquity of the twoelders, and the inno- 
cence of Sufanna; and therefore, after praifing 
God for faving thofe that truft in him, they con- 
duéted them to the place defigned for the exe- 
cution of Sufanna, and there put them to death, 
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according to the law of Mofes{. Thus, througir 
the interpofitian of Providence, by means of his 


fervant Daniel, did: the innocent efcape and the 


guilty fuffer. The parents of Sufanna, (with 
Joacim; her hufband, and, indeed ai} their kin- 
dred,) praifed God for his Divine interpofition 
in favour of their innocent daughter, who other- 
wife muft have fallen a victim to the bafe contri. 
vances of thofe from whom fhe had reafon to 
expe the greateft protection.. The whole af- 
fembly of the people likewife praifed God on 
this occafion, and the reputation of Daniel was 
fo far increafed by it that he was ever after con. 
fidered by the people as an immediate agent 


from God. 





CH AP. IV. 


The time of the Sfews captivity being nearly expired, Daniel makes interceffion with God for their 


reftoration. He bas a vifion, in which be is afjured that the Sfews fball not only be delivered 


- from their temporal, but likewife their fpiritual, captivity. After the deftruction of Babylom, Cy- 


rus is made fele monarch over the Perfian empire. He publifhes a decree, in which be gives free 
liberty to the Fews to return to Ferufalem, and rebuild the city and temple. They accordingly de- 


part, and, having entered Judea, difperfe themfelves over the country, agreeable to their tribes and 


families. 


They rebuild the feveral citics that had been deftroyed previous to their captivity. They 
all affemble at ‘ferufolem, and there celebrate the Ieaft of Tabernacles. 
largely towards defraying the expences of rebuilding the temple. 


The people contribute 
The foundation of the temple 


_ laid. The Samaritans offer their affiftance, which being refufed, they devife means for obftructing 


- the execution of the work. 


HE term of feventy years, which the pro- 

i phet Jeremiah, by Divine direction, had 
ftipulated for the captivity of the Jews, being 
now drawing towards a conclufion, Daniel 
thought it a duty to humble himfelf before God, 
and to make his ardent fupplications to him, that 
he would be pleafed to remember his people, 
and grant them their liberty, that they might 
reftore the city of Jerufalem,and his holy fanétu- 
ary, which had been fo long deftroyed. 

The prayers of Danicl were heard, for that 
very night the angel Gabriel appeared to him in 
a vifion, with affurance not only of the deli- 
verance of the Jews from their temporal cap- 
tivity under the Babylonians, but alfo of a much 
greater redemption, which God would give his 
church, by delivering them from their fpiritual 
captivity under fin and Satan; all which fhould 
be accomplifhed in the coming of the Meffiah, 
the Son of God, and great Saviour of mankind. 
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“|| Thatis, they ftoned them to death; for it was a prac- 


stice with the Jews, when any witnefs was tound guilty of |} 


perjury, in c2pitak offences, to infli¢t the fame punithment 


s 
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Death and Charaéer of Daniel. 


A fhort time after Cyrus had reduced Babylon 
(which put an end to the Chaldean empire after 
it had continued two hundred and nine years 
from its firft eftablifhment by Nebonaffar) he 
went into Perfia, in order to-pay a vifit to his 
parents, who were ftill living. On his return 
through Media, he married the daughter and 
only child of his uncle Darius, with whom he 
was to have, by way of dower, the reverfion of 
the kingdom of Media after his father’s death. 
By this alliance Cyrus, ina fhort time, fucceeded 
not only to the Babylonith empire, but likewife 
to the two additional kingdoms of Perfia and 
Media; and froin hence the whole extent of his 
dominions took the name of the Perfian em- 

ire. 
P Cyrus had not been long in full poffeffion of 
the Perfian empire, before he publifhed a decree, 
in which he gave free liberty to the Jews to re- 
turn into their own country, and to rebuild the 
Houle 





on the perjured evidence that the accufed perfon, had they 
been found guilty, would have been fubject to. : 


Cuap. Iv. 


veflels, which Nebuchadnezzar had, taken oiit 
of the former building, and placed in the temple 
‘of his idol Bel, he ordered his treafurer to re- 
{tore ; and wrote recommendatory letters t+ to 
the governors of feveral provinces to give what 
affiftance laid in their power towards the intended 
undertaking. ~ 2 

It is little to be wondered at that fuch a decree 
fhould be highly pleafing to the Jews, who had 
been fo long ina itate of captivity. They ac- 
cordingly affembled together from all parts of 
the kingdom of Babylon, to the number of 
forty-two thoufand three hundred and fixty, 
which, together with their fervants (who were 
feven thoufand three hundred and thirty-feven 
more) amounted, in the whole, to 49,697 per- 
fons. Thefe all belonged to the two tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin, and who had been made 
captives by Nebuchadnezzar. ‘The ten tribes, 
who had been difperfed before by the kings of 
Affyria into various provinces, had the fame pri- 
vilege, by this decree, of returning to their own 
country, which they did fome time after; but 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin went firft, be- 
caule the re-building of the temple principally 
concerned them, as Jerufalem was within their 
dominions. 

The chief leaders of thofe returning captives 
who went from Babylon were, Zerubbabel and 
Jefhua. The former of thefe, (whofe Baby- 
lonifh name was Shefhbazzar) was.the fon of 
Shealtiel, the fon of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, 
who was kept fo long captive in Babylon. Je- 
fhua was the fon of Jozadack, the fon of Seraiah, 





* Itis very reafonable to fuppofe, that this decree, made 
by Cyrus in favour of the Jews, was, in a great meafure, 
owing to the good offices of Daniel. After Cyrus had made 


himfelf matter of the city of Babylon, he found Daniel to | 


be an old miniiter of ftate, famed all over the eaft for his 


great wifdom, and, in many things, for a knowledge fupe- | 


rior to the reft of mankind ; and accordingly we find, that 
he not only employed him as fuch, burt, upon fettling 
the government of the whole empire, made him fuperinten- 
dant, or prime minilter of jtate, over all the provinces into 
which his dominions were divided. In this {tation of life, 
Daniel muft have been a perfon of great authority at coart, 
and highly in the eflecm of his prince ; and therefore, as 
we find him earneft in his prayer to God for the reftoration 
of his people, (Dan. ix.) it is reafonable to fuppofe he 
would be equally warm in his interceffion for them to the 
king. To effeét this, it is not improbable, that he might 
thew him thofe paffages in Haiah, which fpeak of him by 
name (an hundred and fifty years before he was born) as a 
great prince, a conqueror, the ruler of many nations, and the 
reftorer of his people, by caufing the temple to be rebuilt, 
and the city of Jerufalem to be re-inhabited. ‘That Cyrus, 
indeed, had feen thefe paffages is evident, not only from 
the teflimony of Jofephus, but from the recital that is made 
of them in the decree itfelf (Ezra 1. 2.) and therefore what 
perfon could be fo proper to fhew them to him, and to re- 
commend the accomplifhment of them to his princely care, 
as Daniel, who had fuch great credit with the king, and fo 
warm a concern for the reftoration of Jerufalem ? 

t One of the recommendatory letters, dire€ted to the go- 
nernors of Syria, Jofephus has recorded as follows : 
“Cyrus, the king, to Syfina and Sarabaian, fendeth 

Greeting. 


“* Be it known unto you that I have given leave to all the . 


.. Jews, that are in my dominions, to return into their own 
: pane and there to rebuild their capital city, with the 
;, boly temple at Jerufalem, in the fame place where it food 

before, hoarse likewife fent my treafurer Mithridates 
2 
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Houfe of the Lord at Jerufalem *. The facred || 


who was high-prieft when Jerufalem was de- 
ftroyed; arid put to death by Nebuchadnezzar 
at Riblah. in Syria; fo that the former was de- 
fcended from the regal; and the latter from the 
pontifical family; in a dire&t line Zerubbabel 
was made governor of the Jand by a commiffion 
from Cyrus; Jefiaa was appointed head of the 
prieft-hood ; and with them were joined feveral 
others, ds affiftants in fettling all affairs both in 
church and ftate. Ste ad 

Thefe regulations being made, the captives, 
headed by their leaders, left Babylon, in the firft 
month of the Jewith facred year called Nifan, 
which anfwers, in our kalendar to part of March 
and part of Apri]. On their entrance into Ju- 
dea they immediately difperfed themfelves (ac- 
cording to their tribes and families) into different 
parts of the country, where they faqon rebuile 
the cities that had been deftroyed, and cultivated 
the lands which had fo long lain wafte and de- 
folate. . ; 

On the firft day of the feventh month (which 
is called Tizri {) all the people from their feve- 
ral cities affembled at Jerufalem, where they 
offered up facrifices,; made folemn prayers to 
God, and kept the feveral feafts appointed by the 
law of Mofes. On the firft of the month, which 
was the day of their arrival, they celebrated the 
Feaft of the Trumpets. On the tenth was the 
great day of Expiation §, when the high-prieft 
made atonement for the fins not only of himfelf, 
but all the people ; and on the fifteenth began 
the Feaft of Tabernacles, which lafted till the 
twenty-third. 

All 
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*© and Zerubbabel, the governor of Judea, to fuperintend 
“« the building, and to fee it raifed fixty cubits upward 
‘© from the ground, and as many over ; the walls to be three 
“ rows of polifhed ftonc, and one of the wood of the coun- 
“© try together with an alear for facrifices, and all this to be 
"© done at my charge.——It is my farther pleafure that they 
*€ receive entire to themfelves all the profits and revenues 
“« that were formerly enjoyed by their predeceflors, and that 
“© they have anallowance paid them of 205,500 drachma’s,in 
“© confideration of beafts for facrifices, wine and oil, and 
*< 2,c00 meafures of wheat, in lieu of fine flour; and all 
*¢ this to be raifed upon the tribute of Samaria; that the 
‘© priefts may offer up facrifices according to the laws and 
«* ceremonies of Mofes, and pray daily for the king and 
«© the royal family, and for the welfare and happinefs of the 
** Perfian empire: and let noman prefume to do any thing, 
«* contrary to the tenor of this my royal will and procla- 
«© mation, on pain of eee both life and poffeffions.” 

t The feventh month, called Tizri, anfwers in part to our 
September and Oétober. The firit day of this month was 
the beginning of the Jewih civil year, and on it was the 
Feaft.of Trumpets, which lafled two days, when a!) labour 
and bufinefs was fufpended ; and, while facrifices were in 
ufe, the priefts offered, in the name of the whole nation, a 
folemn facrifice of acalf, tworamsand feven lambs, all of 
the fame year, together with the flour and wine which ufually 
accompanied fach facrifices. 

§ This was a very material folemnity ufed by the Jews, 
the ceremonies attending which were as follow: The high- 
prieft, after having wafhed not only his hands and feet (as 
was ufual in common facrifices) but likewile his body, dref- 
fed himfelf in a plain linen garment like one of the prielts, 
having neither his purple robe, ephod, .or pectoral on, be+ 
caufe he was going to expiate his own, as well as the peoples 
fins. He. firlt offered a bullock.and a ram for his own fins 
and thofe of the other priefts, puting his hand upon their 
heads, and confefing his own fins, and the fins of his houfe. 
He then received from the princes of the people two goats 
for a fin-offering, and a ram for a burnt-offering, to be of- 
fered in the name of all oe people. It was Acero’ by 
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All the Jews who affembled at Jerufalem con- 
tinued there during the whole time of celebrating 
thefe feafts; and, in order to promote the ref- 
toration of God’s worfhip in that place, contri- 
buted very liberally towards the rebuilding of 
the temple, the whole collection received by 
free-will offerings, (exclufive of an hundred 
veftments for the priefts) amounting to fixty-one 
thoufand drachms of gold, and five thoufand 
manas of filver ||. Having made thefe contri- 
butions, the people returned to their refpective 
cities, perfectly fatisfied in their minds with the 
benefits they had received in attending thofe re- 
ligious ceremonies, which, from their great of- 
fences, they had been fo long deprived of en- 
joying. 

The people of Jerufalem, having received fo 
confiderable a contribution towards rebuilding 
the temple of God, began immediately to con- 
vert it to the purpofes for which it was defigned. 
The firtt year was taken up in providing work- 
men, and preparing materials for carrying on the 
work, during which farther contributions were 
made towards defraying the expences. 

In the fecond month of the fecond year *, the 
foundation of the temple was laid, on which oc- 
cafion the greater part of the people expreffed 
their joy by the loudeft acclamations. But while 
thefe were rejoicing at the laying of the founda- 
tion of the new temple, the old men, who had 
feen the glory of the firft, wept at the remem- 
brance of it. And the people fhouted with a great 

foout, when they praifed the Lord, becaufe the foun- 
dation of the Houfe of the Lord was laid. But 
many of tke pricfs and Levites, and chief of the 
fathers, who were antient men that had feen the firft 
“house, when the foundaticn of this houfe was laid 
before their eyes, wept with a loud veire. 

The affliction thefe elders expreffed on this oc- 
cafion was not becaufe this temple was like to 
prove far inferior to that of Solomon’s with ref- 
pect to its outward ftructure, but becaufe it was 
to want thofe extraordinary marks of the Divine 
favour wherewith the other temple was honoured. 
This temple was, no doubt, of the fame dimen- 
fons with the other; but here was the fad dif- 
ference which drew tears from the eyes of the 
elders: that, to all appearance, there were no 
hopes that the poor beginnings of the /etier tem- 
ple would ever be railed to the grandeur and 
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lots which of the two goats fhould be facrificed, and which 
fet at liberty; and therefore, after he had perfumed the 
Sanétuary with fome burning incenfe, he took fome of the 
blood of the bullock which he had facrificed, and, dipping 
his finger in it, fprinkled it feven times between the ark and 
the veil, which fepaiaed the Holy of Holies from the body 
of the tabernacle or temple. After this he came out again, 
and havirg facrificed the goat upon which the lot was 
fallen, he returned with fome of its blood into the Sanétuary, 
and there fprinkled it, in the fame manner he had done be- 
fore that of the bellock. Then coming out again he fprink- 
led both fides of the court with the blood of the goat, and 
procceding to the altar of burnt-offerings, wet the four horns 
of it with the blood of the goat and bullock, and fprinkled 
jt feven times with the fame. After all thefe ceremonies 
were finithed, the goat that was to be fet at liberty (which was 
commonly called the Scape-Goat) was brought to the high- 
pricft, who having put both his hands upon it, and confetled 
hhis own fins, as well as thofe of the people, delivered it to 
perfons appointed to that office, who carried it into the wil- 
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magnificence of the fermer; the eae had beeg 
built by the wifeft and richeft king, and con- 
ftantly adorned by fome one or other of his pof- 
terity; the ether now begun was by a {mall com. 
pany of exiles jutt reftored from their captivity 
——the one built in a time of profound peace, and 
the greateft opulence ; the ober, in a ume of 
common calamity and diftrefs :—the owe finithed 
with the moft coftly ones and timber, wrought 
with exquifite art, and overlaid with vaft quan- 
tities of gold ; the otder partly to be raifed our of 
little better materials than what could be d 
from the ruinous foundation of the old one. 

But the occafion of their grief was not alto. 
gether this, that the materials and ornaments of 
the fecond temple were even as nothing i com 
parifon with the firft (Flaggai ii. 3.) but that the 
Ark of the Covenant, and the mercy-tear, which 
was in it, the holy fre upon the altar, the Urim 
and Thummim, the Spirit of Prophecy, and 
the Shechinah, or Divine Prefence, (the five 
great things for which the former temple was fo 
renowned) were loft and gone, and never to be 
recovered. 

_ This was certainly a juft matter of lamenta- 
tion to thofe who had feen thefe fingular tokens 
of the Divine favour in the former temple, and 
a difcouragement to their proceeding with the 
building of the prefent. But to mitigate their 
uneafinefs on this head, the prophet Haggai was 
fent to inform them, that all thefe wants and de- 
fects would be abundantly repaired by the 
coming of the Meffiah, the true Shechinah of 
the Divine Majefty, in the time of the fecond 
temple. J will focke all naticns, and the defire of 
all nations foall come; and I will fill this beufe 
with glory, the glory of this latter howe jhall ve 
greater than of the former, jaite the Lord of Hoyts. 
Haggai ii. 7. 9. 

As foon as the Samaritans (who were planted 
in the feveral cities that formerly belonged to 
the inhabitants of the kingdom of Ifrael, whom 
Shalmanefer, king of Affyria, had long before 
carried away captive, and in whofe ftead the 
Samaritans were placed) heard that the people 
of Jerufalem had begun to rebuild the temps 
they fent deputies to Zerubbabel, the governor, 
defiring that they might be permitted to contri- 
bute towards the execution of the undertaking, 
alledging, that they worfhipped the fame God = 
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dernefs and there left it. After this the high-priet wafhed 
himfelf again all over in the tabernacle, or temple, and 
putting on his pontifical drefs, facrifced two rams for a burnt- 
offering, one for himlelf, and the other for the people. He 
then concleded t e whole with reading the law, and giving 
his blefiing on the people, who all, on this occaiion, benaved 
with great devotion, and returned home with a fall perwua- 
fion and affurance that their Gns were done away, and ei: 
tirely expiated. 

It Every drackin of gold is worth tan fhillings of owr monty, 
and every mana of filver, ninc pounds; fo that the whole 2- 
mounted to about 75,5901. of our money. From hence it 
is evident, that thoagh the Jews were captives in Babylon, 
yet they were noc in {0 poor a fiate as fome may imagine. ke 

_ As truce they wrought for their lords and mafters, but at the 
fame time, fome of them held very confiderable offices at 
court, and others had liberty to. trade, and get riches it 
themfelves. . 

* This anfwersin part to our April and May. 
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di e people of Judah. Let us build with you; 
re 3 Te we Ve your God as ye do; and we 
do facrifice unto him, fince the days of Efarbaddon 
king of Affur, which brought us up hither. 

The Governor Zerubbabel having held a con- 
fulration with the chiefs of the families of Ifrael, 
they, after fome little deliberation, refolved, by 
no means whatever, to allow them any fhare in 
the work, being apprehenfive that thofe who had 
been no better than idolaters (for at the fame 
time that they had worfhipped the true God they 
alfo paid adoration to falfe ones) ue have at 
the bottom fome evil defign in the offer of their 
fervices; and therefore they abfolutely refufed 
them. Ye have nothing to do with us, faid they, 
to build an boufe unto our God ; but we ourfelves to- 
gether will build unto the Lord God of I/rael, as 
king Cyrus, the king of Perfia, bath commanded 
HS. 
This refufal fo exafperated the Samaritans, 
that, from that very moment, they made it their 
con{tant endeavours, as much as in them lay, to 
impede the execution of the work. Though 
they could not altar the decree, which Cyrus had 
made in favour of it, yet, by bribes, and under- 
hand dealings with his miinifters, they, in 
a great meafure, retarded it, fo that for feveral 
ears the building went on but flowly ; and on 
the death of the prophet Daniel (who was a 
powerful advocate for his countrymen at the 
Perfian court) and the death of their great be: 
nefactor Cyrust+, which happened not long af- 
ter, the work was quite ftopped ; nor was it re- 
fumed till the fecond year of the reign of Darius, 
the fon of Hyftafpes. 

With refpeét to Daniel, it does not appear 
that he took any advantage of the edict which 
Cyrus made in favour of the Jews; and it is 
reafonable to fuppofe that, as he did not return 
with them to Jerufalem, the king might require 
his continuance with him, and Daniel might the 
rather confent to it, as having thereby a better 
opportunity of befriending his countrymen upon 
any exigency. To this purpofe it is highly pro- 
bable that he attended the Perfian court, which, 
after the taking and defeating of Babylon, refided 
in fummer at Shufhan, and, in the winter, at 
Ecbatane. In the palace of Shufhan Daniel (as 





+ Tt is generally agreed by hiftorians, that Cyrus, at the 
time of his death, was about feventy years of age; but they 
differ greatly among themfelves as to the manner of his death. 
Some are of opinion that he was taken in an engagement, 
and hanged; others, that he died of a wound, which he re- 
ceived in his thigh ; and others, thac he was killed in a bat- 
tle with the people of Samos. Herodotus, Juftin, and Va- 
lerius Maximus tell us, that, in his war against the Scythians, 
falling into an ambufh,. which queen Thomyris laid for 
him, he was taken prifoner, and, by her orders, beheaded. 
—-The account Xenophon gives of him is, that he dicd 


From the Basytonisn Captivity, fo tée Binru of Curisr. 


ait 
himfelf tells us, chap. viii. 1, &c.) had feveral 
vifions. In this city (as we are informed by Jo- 
fepus) he built a famous edifice, which was fi- 
nifhed with fuch exquifite art, that it continued 
frefh and beautitul in his days; and in this city 
the common tradition is, that he died in the 
ninenty-firft year of his age; for even to this 
day (according to the accounts of fume modern 
authors) the inhabitants of the place where he 
is faid to have died fhew a monument, which 
they verily affert was erected to his memory. 

But the greateft, and moft valuable monu- 
ment Daniel left behind him was his writings, 
of which Jofephus; the famous Jewith hiftorian 
gives the following chara¢ter: “* He had (fays 
“ he) this peculiar blefling attending him, that 
« he lived in great reputation both with prince 
“© and people; and when he died, left an im- 
«© mortal memory behind him. His writings, 
© which are ftill extant, and in common ule, 
“© we keep asa fure pledge that he had a diftin- 
°¢ guifhed intimacy with God.—For, whereas 
** other prophets were employed in foreboding 
*« calamities and ill news, which drew upon 
‘© them diigrace from princes, and hatred from 
‘¢ the people, Daniel, on the contrary, foretold, 
«* in general, nothing but happy events, and 
«© what was agreeable; fo that the nature of his 
‘© predictions was fuch as gained him the good- 
“© will of all, and fuch the certainty of them as 
‘© gained him a ready credence with all. This 
‘© (as che hiftorian remarks) may ferve not only 
‘* to eftablifh a veneration for the memory of a 
‘© man, whom God fo highly honoured, but to 
« confound likewife the impious doétrines of fome 
“« who will not allow of any over-ruling Pro- 
*« vidence interpofing in the government and 
«© prefervation of the Univerie, but will have the 
«* whole courfe of fublunary things to be no- 
“ thing more than one continued jumble of 
** contingencies. For when I confider the pro- 
“¢ phecies of Daniel (fays he) I am altonithed 
“« at the ignorance and irreligion of thofe peo- 
«¢ ple who deny a Providence; for how fhould 
“it happen that things predicted in one age 
« fhould be punctually fulfilled in another, if, 
“ according to their opinion, all things were left 
“ to the contingency of mere chance ?” 





peaceably in his bed, amidft his friends, and in his own 
country. There is, indeed, little reafon to think, either that 
fo wife a man as Cyrus fhould, in his advanced years, en- 
gage in fo er an undertaking as the Scythian expe~ 
dition is reprefented to have been ; or that, hid he died in 
Scythia, his mangled body could ever have been obtained 
out of the hands of thofe barbarians to be buried at Parfa- 
gueada in Perfia, as moft authors agree it was, and where, 
we are credibly informed, his monument was to be feen in 
the time of Alexander the Great. 
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Camby fes fucceeds Cyrus on the throne of Perfia, and, in confequence of an application from the Sas 


maritans, interrupts the building of the temple of Ferufalem. He dies and is fucceeded by Artax- 
erxes. To this prince the Samaritans prefent a remonftrance againft the going on of the work at 
Ferufalem. He liftens to it, and puts an entire flop to the building of the temple. Artaxgrxes 
dies, and is Jucceeded by Darius, who not only confirms the decree of Cyrus for rebuilding the 
temple, but likewife grants one of bis own for that purpofe. The finifbing and dedication of the 
temple. The Samaritans refufe to pay tribute-money to the temple, but are compelled to do it by 
order of Darius. Darius dies, and is fucceeded by bis fon Xerxes, who confirms ta the ‘fews alt 
the privileges that had been granted them by his father Darius. He falls into contempt with 
his fubjetis, and is murdered by the captain of bis guards. He is fucceeded by bis fon Artax- 
erxes Longimanus, on whofe acceffion great rejoicings are held for 180 days. He makes a grand 
entertainment on the occafion, during which be fends for his queen Vafhti to thew ber to the prin- 
ces. She refuses to come, for which difobedience be divorces her, and marries a beautiful Hebrew 


woman named Hadaffab, afterwards called Efther. 


N the death of Cyrus the throne of Perfia 
was filled by his fon Cambyfes, whom the 
Scripture calls Ahafuerus. Soon after his acceffion 
the Samaritans (inftead of applying themfelves 
fecretly to the minifters and officers of his court 
as they had done in the former reign) prefented 
a petition to him openly, defiring that an imme- 
diate ftop might be put to the rebuilding of the 
temple of Jerufalem. This petition, in fome 
meafure, anfwered their ends, for though they 
could not prevail on him to revoke his father’s 
decree, yet, by the feveral difecuragements which 
he put upon it through a variety of means,, the 
main defign was defeated, and very little was 
done during the time of his government. He 
died, after having reigned feven years and five 
months, and was (according to Jofephus) bu- 
ned in the city of. Damafcus, whither he had 
retired after having made a fuccefsful excurfion 
againil the L.gyptians. 

On the death of Cambyfes the throne of Perfia 
fell to Artaxerxes, who was no fooner feated on 
it than the Samaritans made ftill {tronger folici- 
tations than they had hitherto done to prevent 
the rebuilding of the temple at Jerufalem. The 
heads of them, having affembled together, drew 
up a remonftrance, or memorial, which being 
figned -by all the principal people, they pre- 
fented it in great form to the hing. ‘The fub 
ftance of this memorial was as follows: We 
« are to inform you, great and powerful Sir, that 
“ the Jews transferred into Babylon, are re- 
“ turned to their former pofleffions, where they 
© are occupied in the re-conftruction of their 
« eity, the ruins of which was the juit punifh- 
«oment of their fedition. They are re-building 
“ the temple, eftablifhing markets, and other 
“ places of commerce, and providing for their 
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t Afer the return frem the captivity, the people in ge- 
nevai cam to be called Jews, besauic, thougn there were 
many Iraelites among them, yet they chictly contified of the 
panes of judah and Genjamin . wad tuovgh the edict of 


*¢ defence, by a general reparation of the walls 
“ of Jerufalem. If they are permitted to con- 
“ tinue their operations, be affured, Sir, that no 
«© fooner will they be ina condition to command, 
«¢ than they will refufe to obey, for they are de- 
‘© clared enemies to monarchial government. 
“© We confider it as the indifpenfable duty of 
“ faithful fubjects to apprize you that they will 
“¢ difclaim allegiance to their lawful fovereign, 
‘© and deny their proportionate contributions 
“ towards the requifice fupplies of the. ftate. 
“© We befeech you, Sir, to recur to the hiltory 
“* of your predeceffors, where you wall find the 
«© Jews to be a generation who have ever been 
“© profeffed oppofers to regal government ; and 
«* that the daring crime of rebellion was the 
“* caufe of laying in a ftate of defolation that 
‘© city which they are now re-building. Should 
«© your majefty fuffer them to proceed, it is more 
“ than probable, that-all Syria and Paleftine 
“* will be tempted to revolt, fo that in a fhort 
“ time you will be excluded receiving any be- 
“ nefits from your territories on that fide the 
« river Fuphrates.” 

Artaxerxes, after reading this remonftrance, 
retired for fome time in order to confult the 
records of his anceftors, which having done, 
and found fome circumftances to coincide with 
the purport of the remonftrance, he gave the 
Samaritans an anfwer to this effect: ‘* In con- 
“ fequence of your addrefs, I have caufed the 
“‘ records of former times to be examined, and 
« have found your obfervations refpedting the 
** city of Jerufalem to be founded on good au- 
“ thority. The Jews appear ever to have been 
“ gq vindiétive, turbulent people, naturally dif 
“ pofed to rebellion, and their kings, in the att 
“* extreme, vexatious and tyrannical in the im- 

“© pofition 


np 
Cyrus gave permiffion to all co return when they pleafed, 


yet the facred writers take notice only of thofe who retaracd 
in a body from Babyion. 
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« pofition of taxes. On thefe confiderations I 
«© cymmand that you exert your utmoft power to 
“« prevent the re-conftructing of the temple; for, 
«« in proportion to the increafe of power among 
«< thefe people will the fpirit of fedition revive; 
« and as they have revolted againft former fove- 
« reigns, there is the greateft reafon to ap- 
«« prehend that they will audacioufly contend 
« againft the authority of the prefent go- 
« vernment, 

T he Samaritans, highly pleafed with the au- 
thority vefted in them by this anfwer, immedi- 
ately returned to Samaria, from whence, taking 
with them a confiderable body of forces, they 
repaired to Jerufalem 3 and, having purfued the 
king’s orders with the urmoft rigour, a ftop was 
put to any further proceeding in the work, in 
which ftate it remained till the fecond year of the 
reign of king Darius. 

Artaxerxes enjoyed the throne of Perfiab ta 
very fhort time, for he paid the debt of nature 
before he had fat on it one year. He was fuc- 
ceeded by Darius, the fon of Hyttafpes, a prince 
who had always enterrained the higheft refpec 
for the Jews, and who was the greateft patron 
they, had after their return from the Babylonith 
captivity. ; 

But before we proceed to relate the pa: ticulars 
that took place in favour of the Jews by means 
of this prince, it may not be improper to men- 
tion an incident that happened foon after his ac- 
ceffion, the particulars of which we fhall take 
from the celebrated Jofephus, 

Darius, a fhort time after he had afcended the 
throne gave a fuperb entertainment to his prin- 
cipal officers, the princes and nobility of the 
Medes and Perfians, and the governors of one 
hundred and twenty-feven provinces fituated in 
that part of his dominions which lay between In- 
dia and Ethiopia. To this entertainment he 
likewile invited) Zerubbabel, the leader of the 
captive Jews, who had been his intimate friend, 
and for whom he entertained the moft diftin- 
guifhed refpect. 

When the entertainment was over, all the 
company retired, except Zerubbabel, and two 
of the officers, who were the king’s particular 
favourites. With thefe Darius entered into pri- 
vate converfation, which being continued for 
for fome time, the king told-them that to him 
who could give the moft fatisfa@tory reply to the 
queftions he fhould propofe, he would grant the 
privilege of wearing purple, drinking out of a 
golden cup, riding in a chariot with a: golden 
harneis, wearing a filken tiara with a golden 
chain, poffefing the place next inferior to him- 


n 


felf in the council, and being confidered as one 


of the blood royal. He then ftated the queftions 
as follow : 

1. Is there any thing ftronger than wine ? 

2. What can exceed the ftrength of kings? 

3- What is fuperior to the power of women ? 

4. Can any thing furpafs truth? 
_ Having thus ftated the quettions, the king re- 
ured, firft defiring Zerubbabel and the officers 
‘© weigh them in their minds, and to give him 
their fentiments, which, among the four, they 
thought the moft powerful. 


€ next morning Darius, having fummoned | 


ogether a great number of his principal nobilicy, 
27 
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whom he made acquainted with what had paffed 
overnight, fent for Zerubbabel and the two 
officers, in order to report before the affembly, 
their fentiments on the queftions he had afked. 

The firft who fpoke was one of the officers, 
who urged for the fuperiority of wine, faying; 
‘© It difturbs the underftanding, reduces thé 
greateft fovereign to an equality with infancy, 
gives liberty to the fave, and makes-the beggar 
equal to an emperor: it elevates and enlivens 
the hearts of the miferable, relieves every want, 
gives confidence to the villain, and puts him 
above the fear of kings: it caufes men to dif’- 
regard their deareft friends, and affault them 
with as much fury as they would fhew towards 
their moft deadly enemies. For thefe reafons I 
conceive the operation of wine to be the moft 
powerful.” 

The next perfon that fpoke was the fecond 
officer, who argued in favour of the power of 
kings. “ It cannot be difputed (faid he) that 
the Almighty has created man to be fo far matter 
ever all fublunary things as to apply them to 
whatever purpofes his inclinations may direét. 
As all earthly creatures are fubfervient to men, 
fo kings have an authority over men themtelves. 
The fovereign of thete fovercigns of the creation 
muft be allowed an indi/putable fuperiority. 
Subjects willingly expofe themfelves to the moft 
imminent dangers of war, and even contend 
with nature herfelf, in obedience to the com- 
mand of their prince, who takes to himfelf the 
whole honour and profit of victory. The huf- 
bandman, with unremitting toil, cultivates the 
earth ; and his firft duty is, to fupply the king’s 
ftores with the produce of his grounds. Thus, 
while the people are fighting and working for 
him, the fovereign indulges himfelf in all the 
luxuries of abundance, fecurity and eafe: he 
fleeps furrounded by his guards, who dare not 
clofe their eyes while their mafter enjoys his re- 
pofe ; and no other concerns muft interrupt that 
flavery of attendance to which they are indif- 
penfably bound. What power, then, can exceed 
that of the man to whoin the public pays fuch 
implicit obedience ?” 

‘The two officers having thus delivered their 
fentiments, Zerubbabel next fpoke, and his fub- 
ject was on the power of women and truth. In 
defence of the firft he argued as follows: 
“* Neither the force of wine, nor the power of 
princes who bind the multitude in a common 
bond of allegiance, can be denied: but women 


{ have inconteftably the fuperiority of thefe two. 


Before the king, the mother of the king exifted: 
kings are the gifts of women: women are alfo 
the mothers and nurfes of thofe by whom the 
vineyards are cultivated: they dire& our do- 
meftic concerns, provide neceffary and orna- 
mental coverings for our bodies; and they are 
fo abfolutely neccffary that we can neither be 
brought into cxiftence, or fupport life without 
them. When abeautiful woman is before us we 
difregard gold and filver, or efteem them only as 
being the means of obtaining poffeffion of the 
beloved object. Vhe charms of women compel 
us to abandon our country, relations and deareft 
friends, and to attach ourtelves wholly to them. 


When we have explored the fea and land for 


things moft valuable and curious in rature, do 
4K we 
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we not congratulate ourfelves in the opportunity 
of prefenting our acquifitions to a favourite mif- 
trefs? Frequently have I feen the king con- 
defcend to receive a blow on the face from his 
concubine. She has taken the diadem from his 
head, and placed it on her own; and, dreading 
to give her offence, he has fubmitted to all her 
caprices, and yielded to her varying humours.” 

Having faid thus much in favour of women, 
to the great admiration of the whole affembly, 
Zerubbabel next proceeded to argue in favour of 
Truth, which he did as follows: ‘* But neither 
women, nor kings, (faid he).can be put in com- 
petition with the power of truth. Admitting 
the amazing magnitude of the earth, the ele- 
vation of the heavens, the aftonifhing rapidity 
of the fun’s motion, and that the whole is in- 
fluenced only by Divine Providence, it mutt 
follow that the Almighty is juft and true, and 
that the power of truth, againft which nothing 
can ultimately prevail, fuppercedes every other 
power that can enter the conception of man. 
Truth alone is immutable and perfe&t, the ad- 
vantages we derive from it are not fubject to 
the vicifficudes of fortune, but are pure, irre- 
proachable, and eternal.” 

The whole affembly beftowed the moft liberal 
acclamations on Zerubbabel, and univerfally 
acknowledged that he had proved truth to be 
the only bleffing not liable to change or dimi- 
nution. Darius, as a teftimony of his entire 
fatisfa@tion, told Zerubbabel he would perform 
his promife : ‘ and, faid he, in confideration of 
your fuperior underftanding, you fhall enjoy the 
firfk place in my efteem, be next in honour to 
myfelf, and be adopted a branch of the royal 
family”. But to return. 

On the death of Artaxerxes the edict which 
he had iffued, for putting a ftop to the building 
of the temple, of courfe ceafed; but notwith- 
ftanding this the prophets Zechariah and Hag- 
gai § found fome difficulty in perfuading the 
people to refume the work. They were fearful 
that the intereft of the Samaritans was no lefs 
powerful at the court of Darius than it had been 
at that of his predeceffor, and that they fhould 
confequently be foon interrupted by the royal 
mandate. Thefe fearsthe two prophets endea- 
voured to remove, and, by force of argument, 
at length prevailed on them to refume the 
work of building the temple. Burt it was not 
long before their implacable enemies the Sa- 
maritans betook themfelves to their old practices, 
by endeavouring to pofiefs Tatnai (whom Da- 
rius had made chief governor over the Provinces 
of Syria and Paleftine) with a notion that what 
the Jews were doing was without authority, and 
would, in time, be productive of great injury 
to the king. 












































In confequence of this information Tataaj 
went to Jerufalem, and having called together 
the governor and elders of the Jews, he atked 
them under what fanction, or by whofe authority, 
they were erecting fo vaft a building, it having 
rather the appearance of a caftle than a temple; 
and wherefore the walls and gates of the city 
were made fo ftreng? In anfwer to thefe quef- 
tions Zerubbabel the governor, and Jefhua the’ 
high-prieft, addreffed themfelves to Tatnai in 
words nearly to this effect: ‘Chey told him 
«¢ that they were the fervants of the great God, 
to whofe honour the former temple was built, 
and to his fervice dedicated, by the greateft, the 
happieft, and the witeft prince, that ever fat on 
a throne: that it ftood tor many ages, till, by 
reafon of the wickednefs of their forefathers, the 
city, by God’s permiffion, was taken by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, the king of Chaldea, the temple 
pillaged and laid in afhes, and the people car- 
ried away captives into Babylon: that, when 
Cyrus came to be poffeffed of the throne of 
Perfia and Babylon, he ordered, by his royal 
proclamation, the rebuilding of the temple, 
and the reftoring of all the facred veffels chat 
had been taken away by Nebuchadnezzar, which 
accordingly were tranfported to Jerufalem, and 
laid up in the temple now erecting ; that, by 
command of the king, Abaffer was fent to fee 
the work expedited, and, accordingly, was pre- 
fent at the laying of the foundation ; but thar, 
ever fince that time, by one artifice or other, 
their enemies had found means to obftruét and 
retard it; and that, for the truth of thefe’ alle- 
gations, they defired him to write to Darius, 
that, by confulting the public records, it might 
be known whether or not, what they had afferted 
was a juft reprefentation of facts. 

Tatnai took their advice, and immediately 
wrote to the king, acquainting him with what 
had paffed between him and the elders of the 
Jews. He likewife defired that fearch might be 
made into the public records, whether the Jews 
had really any fuch decree from Cyrus or not, 
and that, however it might be, his majefty would 
be pleafed to fignify his will and pleafure in 
what manner he would have him direct his con- 
duct. 

On the receipt of this letter Darius gave im- 
mediate orders that the royal archives fhould be 
fearched, which being done, a record was found 
to the following purport: ‘ In the firft year of 
« the reign of king Cyrus it was ordained, that 
“ the holy temple of Jerufalem fhould be re- 
«© built, the height to be fixty cubits, and. the 
“ breadth of the fame meafure, and that an 
“¢ altar fhould be conftructed within the edifice: 
“ that the walls fhould be formed by three 
“ ranges of polifhed marble, and one range of 

s¢ wood, 
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§ Conccrning thefe prophets we refer the reader to thofe 
books in the Bible, which bear their refpective names. They 
are both thought to have been born at Babylon during the 
captivity, and both, with united zeal, encouraged the people 
to goon with the work of the temple. On the acceffion of 
Darius to the throne, Haggai in particular, by reproaching 
the people for their indolence and infenfibility, by telling 
them that they were careful enough to lodge them{elves very 
commodioufly, while the Houfe of the Lord lay buried in 


its ruins, and by putting them in mind that the calamities 
of drought and famine (wherewith God had afflicted them 
fince their return from their captivity) were owing to their 
negleét in not repairing the temple, he prevailed with them 
to fet about the work in good earneft ; fo that, by virtuc o 
thefe reproofs, and the encouragement they received from 
Darius after his acceffion to the throne of Perfia, they brought 
the whole to a concluffon in a much fhorter time than, 10 
probability, they would have otherwife done. 
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<< cuftomed to be.” 


On the difcovery of this record, Darius or- 
dered a copy of it to be immediately taken, 


which being done he enclofedit in a cover, on 
which he wrote an anfwer to Tatnai to this ef- 


fect : 


King Darius, to Tatnai; Governor over the Pro-~ 
vinces of Syria and Paleftine : 


«I hereby tranfmit you a copy of a letter ex- 


« tracted from the records of Cyrus ; and it is 
« my royal will and command that you ftrictly 


« adhere to the directions contained therein.” 


This decree Darius confirmed by immediately 
iffuing out one of his own |, in which he gave 


the Jews an affignment of his revenues in {e- 
veral of his provinces for whatever money they 
fhould want to go on with the work, and to pro- 
vide them facrifices for the fervice of the tem- 


ple, that the priefts, in their daily offices, might 
offer up prayers for the proiperity of the 


royal family. Ie was likewife ordained, in 
this decree, that whoever fhould make any 
attempt to interrupt the work a part of his houfe 
fhould be pulled down, which being erected in- 
to a gallows, he fhould be immediatelv hanged 
on it. Whoever, {aid he, fhall alter this word, 
let timber be pulled down from his houfe, ond being 


Jet up, let bim be hanged thereon ; and let bis houfe 


be made a dunghill. a8 
In confequence of the publication of this de- 


cree, and the great care that was taken to have | 
it fully put in execution, the work of the temple | 
went on fo very fuccefsfully, that, in the fixth 


year of Darius (according to the Jewith account) 
and on the third day of the twelfth moath (which 
is called Adar, and anfwers in part to our Fe- 
bruary and March) the whole was finifhed, and 


its dedication celebrated by the priefts and Le- 


vites, and all the people, with the greateft fo- 
lemnity. By the next month, which was the 
month Nifan, the firft in the Jewith year, the 
temple was made fit for the performance of every 
part of Divine fervice; and therefore, on the 
fourteenth day of that month was celebrated the 


feaft of the Paffover, the ceremonies attending 


which were performed in direét conformity with 


thole obferved previous to the deftruction of 


the firft temple. On this occafion feven days 
were fpent in making oblations, after which the 
people difperfed, expreffing their great joy and 
gladnefs of heart, in having the Houfe of God 
reftored and that they might there praife his 
holy name for the great benefits and mercies he 
had been pleafed to beftow on them. : 
The Samaritans (who were ftill the moft_ im- 
placable enemies to the Jews) valuing themfelves 
on the alliance which they claimed to the Per- 
hans, and being a powerful and rich people, as 


EE 


ll As Darius, the better to fecure his title to the crown, 
had married two of the daughters of Cyrus, he thought 
himfelf concerned to do every thing which might tend to the 
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«* wood, the produce of the country; and that 
« the facred veffels taken into Babylon by Ne- 
«<« buchadnezzar be reftored, and placed in fuch 
«« parts of the temple as they were formerly ac- 


3T5 
well as of an haughty and malignant difpofition, 
Proved exceedingly vexatious to the Jews, and 
exerted their utmoft endeavours to annoy and 
perplex them. By the decree of Cyrus, which 
was confirmed by that of Darius, the tribute of 
Samaria had been affigned towards the rebuildin 
of the temple, but the work being now finithed, 
the Samaritans pretended that the end of this 
affignment was ceafed, and therefore refufed 
making any contributions towards defraying the 
expences of the ufual facrifices. a 

Thefe diffentions continuing, the Jews at 
length drew up a memorial of complaint againft 
the Samaritans, and deputed Zerubbabel, with 
two others, to prefent it to Darius. This being 
done, and Darius paying proper attention to the 
complaint, he returned an anfwer by the deputies 
to this effect : 


King Darius to Tangar and Sambaba, mafters of 
our houfe at Samaria ; Sadrack; Bobelon, and 
the other inbabitants of that couniry, greeting. 


** You ftand accufed by Zerubbabel, Anahias 
“« and Mardocheus, on the part of the Jews, of 
“* contempt of my exprefs commands, by with- 
“* holding your contributions towards defraying 
“« the expences of facrifices to be made in the 
“* temple at Jerufalem, which has been crected 
** by my full exprefs word and commands, 
** I therefore ftri@ly enjoin you to fupply them, 
‘© from my treafury in Samaria, with what they 
“ fhall require for a due obfervation of their 
“* religious ceremonies, that they may offer dail 
“* prayers. and facrifices for the favour of God 
** both towards me and my fubjects,” 

This meffage put an effectual end to all con- 
tefts between the Jews and Samaritans, the Jat- 
ter paying the tribute demanded for the fer- 
vices of the temple without farther oppofition, 
And this is the laft good. office we find recorded 
in fcripture that Darius did the Jews, he dying 
foon after univerfally lamented by his fubjeéts. 

The character given of this prince by the 
learned Dr. Prideaux is as follows:  « He was 
** (fays he) a prince of great wifdom, clemency 
*« and juftice, and has the honour to be recorded 
‘* in holy writ for a favourer of God’s people, a 
“* reftorer of his temple at Jerufalem, and a pro- 
** moter of his worfhip therein. For all this 
“« God was pleafed to make him his inftrument 3 
‘* and with refpect to this I doubt not it was, 
‘ that he bleffed him with a numerous iffue, a 
“* happy reign, and great profperity.” 

On the death of Darius the throne of Perfia 
was filled by his eldeft fon Xerxes, who, ac- 
cording to Jofephus (for we have but little ac- 
count of him in the facred records) confirmed 
to the Jews all thofe privileges which had been 
granted them by his father, particularly that 
which affigned them the tribute of Samaria for 
the charge of the facrifices that were to be offered 
in the temple of Jerufalem. This prince, how- 

ever, 
-_O eee 
honour of that great prince, and therefore more readily con- 


firmed the decree which had been granted to the Jews by that 
monarch. 


n 


a 
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ever, reigned but a very fhort time, for having 
fallen into contempt with his own fubjects, 
(though we are not particularly informed on 
what account) he was murdered by the captain 
of his guard, and fucceeded on the throne by 
his fon Artaxerxes Longimanus, whom the fcrip- 
ture calls Ahafuerus. 

Ahafuerus, on fome occafion or other. foon 
after his acceffion, appointed a folemn rejoicing 
inthe city of Shufhan *, which lafted one hun- 
dred and eighty days; at the expiration of which 
he made a great feaft for all the princes and go- 
vernors of his provinces, as did alfo his queen 
Vafhti, in her own apartment, for the women 
of the beft diftin@tion in the city. This feaft 
continued feven days, on the lat of which the 
king, either through a frolic, or to fhew his 
great affection for his queen, fent {-ven of his 


chamberlains to conduét her into his prefence’ 


that he might fhew her to the company, ordering 
at the fame time that fhe fhould come with the 
royal diadem on her head. 

This order was fo inconfiftent with the ufage 
of the Perfians, and fo little becoming the dig- 
nity and high ftation of a queen, that Vafhti, 
‘rather than be made a public fpectacle, adven- 
tured to difobey theking’s commands. Ahafuerus 
was fo incenfed at this, that, after advifing with 
his counfellors in what manner he fhould punilh 
her for fo public an affront, he came to this re- 
folution, (which was afterwards paffed into an 
irreverfible decree) that, left Vafhti’s ill example 
fhould encourage other women to contemn and 
difobey their hufbands. the fhould be depofed 
from her royal dignity, and an order be iffued 
out for making a collection of the faireft virgins 
in every province through the whole empire, that, 
out of them, one might be chofen, whom the 
king fhould like beft, to be queen, inftead of the 
difobedient and divorced Vafhti. 

There happened, at this time, to live at Shu- 
fhan a certain Jew, of the tribe of Benjamin, 
named Mordecai. He was a defcendant of thofe 


ep 


* Cyrus, and the reft of the Perfian kings, after the con- 
queft of the Medes (whofe country lay remote) fettled their 
royal feat at Shufhan, and made it the capital of Perfia. It 
{tcod on the banks of the river Ulai, and wasa place of fuch 
renown, that Strabo calls it, @ city moj? avorthy to be praised. 
Darius built here a moft magnificent palace, which Ariftotle 
calls a wonderful palace, foining with gold, amber and ivory. 
Nor is it altogether foreign to this purpofe what is mentioned 
by the learned Dr. Lightfoot, who isys, that the outward 
gate of the eaftern wall of the temple at Jerufalem was 
called the gate of Shufhan, and had the figure of that city 
carved on it, in acknowledgment of the decree which Diatius 

ranted in that place, in order to permit and encourege the 
ae to raife the building. 


Tus HISTORY of rat HOLY BIBLE: 


Boox I¥, 


who gad been carried captives to Babylon with 
Jehofakim, king of Judah, and for fome time 
had been one of the officers or principal atten. 
dants at the gate of the royal palace. Not havin: 
any children of his own he bred up Haglaffah, 
his uncle’s daughter, who, being a very Beauti- 
ful young woman, among other virgins, was 
made choice of wpon this occafion. As foon as 
fhe was taken to ‘court, fhe. was committed to 
the care of an eunuch, into whofe cuftody thefe 
virgins were appointed to be placed, and, by her 
very engaging behaviour, made herfelf fo ac- 
ceptable to him, that he affigned her the very 
beft apartment in the houfe allotted for their ha- 
bitation, and gave her a preference in other mar. 
ters from all the reft who had been felected from 
different parts on this occafion. 

It was the cuftom, at this time, that every 
virgin, thus taken into the palace for tne king’s 
ufe, was to go through a courfe of purification, 
by fweet oils and perfumes, for a whole year, 
which, when Hadaffah had done, and was, in 
every refpeét, properly prepared, fhe was con- 
duéted to the king’s apartment, where fhe re- 
mained during the night. Ahafuerus was fo 
highly delighted with her, that, intending to 
make her more than a concubine §, he kept her 
in his own palace, and, in a fhort time, fet the 
royal diadem on her head, and made ‘her his 
queen. ‘The nuptials were celebrated with the 
greateft magnificence, and a fplendid entrertain- 
ment was made on the occafion, which, in ho- 
nour to the new queen, was called Efther’s Feaft, 
the Perfian name Efther being given her previous 
to the performance of the marriage ceremonies. 
The king, on this joyful occafion, prefented his 
new queen with many valuable gifts, as he did 
alfo to many of the heads of the affembly; be- 
fides which he pardoned all his fubjects who were 
in confinement for criminal offences, and granted 
a relaxation of tribute, for fome time, in every 
province throughout his dominions. 
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§ It appears chat Ahafuerus had but one wife, at leaf but 
one in chief favour and efteem with him, though it is cer- 
tain he could not fail of having a great number of fecondary 
wives or concubines. ‘Phe term concubine was given to all 
thofe taken fiom among the virgins (who had a feparate 
houle for themfelves) and conduéted to the king’s bed, where, 
having pafied the night, fhe returned no more to the virgins 
apartments, but was, the next morning, received into the 
houfe of the concubines, and there treated with the fame 
flate and dignity as one of the king’s wires. No man was 
permitted to marry either of thefe concubives during the life 
of the king; and, upon his demife, they generally fell to 
his fucceffor. 
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Mordecai, one of the king's officers, and a relation to queen Efther, difcovers a plot formed againft the 
life of Abafuerus, upon which the con/pirators are taken and hanged: Haman, the king's favourite, 
taking a difguft againft Mordecai, endeavours to feek bis di ¢. Haman gives a falfe reprefentation to 
the king of the Jews in bis dominions; upon which be iffues a decree, ordering them all, on a certain 
day, to be put to death. Mordecai, bewailing the fate of bimfelf and countrymen; applies to Efther, 
befeeching ber to intercede with the king in their bebalf. The queen, at firft, refufes to engage in 
the bufine/s, but, at length, promifes to do it, though at the hazard of ber life. She invites the king, 
with bis favourite Haman, to a banquet. Haman foews farther indignation againft Mordecai, and 
caufes a gibbet to be ereted fifty cubits high, intending that he foould be bung ou it the next morn- 
ing. Haman is compelled to perform a fervile office to Mordecai. The king and Haman attending at 
a fecond banquet made by the queen, foe addreffes herfelf to the king in favour of the Jews. The king, 
underftanding the infainy of Haman, orders him to be hanged on the gallows he bad erected for the 
execution of Mordecai, after which be promotes the latter to great honours. The decree which Aba- 
Suerus made againft the Fews is rendered ineffelual by the iffuing out another, whereby the Fews 
are allowed to defend themfelves againft thofe who fhould attempt to injure them on the day appointed 
for the execution of the firft decree. In confequence of this the Jews kill great numbers of their ene~ 
mies, and bang the ten fons of Haman upon the famé gailows on which their father fuffered. The 


Fews, in memory of this deliverance, keep a feaf, which they call the Feoft of Lots. 


D pon to Efther’s firft going to the 
ftrict charge not to dilcover that fhe was a Jew, 
left the king fhould defpife her for being a cap- 
tive: this caution fhe carefully obferved, by which 
noc the leaft fufpicion was conceived but that fhe 
was a native of the country. Mordecai alfo, for 
the fame reatou, concealed his being related to 
her, contenting himfelf with the employment || 
he had at court cll a more favourable op- 
portunity fhould prefenc itfelf. 

A fhort time after Ahafuerus had married 
Wither, Mordecai had the good fortune to difco- 
ver a conipiracs, which two of theking’s cham- 
berlains were forming againtt his life; and which 
they had concerted in revenge for his having di- 
vorced Vathti. Mordecai communicated the 
difcovery he had made to the queen, who ac- 
quainted the king with it, telling him at the 
fume time from whom fhe had received the in- 
icHigence. In confequence of this the confpira- 
tors were apprehended, and being found guil- 


Perfian court, Mordecai had given her a |. 


ty, after a proper examination, were put to | 


death. But, though the whole affair was re- 
corded in the Perfian annals, yet Mordecai’s fer- 
vices on this occafion were, for the prefent, for- 


got, tul his future merit, and fome fingular oc- | 


2 


create tea neeenaeaeenetnencetnarey 


li It is the opinion of fome that Mordecai was no more 
than a common porter at the gate of the palace ; but no- 
thing can be more improbable, for Xenophon tells vs, that 
\ yrus ordered all the great officers of ftate to attend at the 
Fite. of his palace ; and therefore we may naturally con- 
clude, that although this man was not the prime minilter, 
yet his rank et court wasa very high one. Herodotus, and 
Mary ouicr Greek hiforians, confirm what is advanced by 
Xenophan; and, both in Torkey and China, even in the 
prefent aze, according to all modern travellers, the great 
ciheers cf Hare have apattments near the gate of the palacv, 
where thes wait till ca'led for. 

* Weare told by Jofephus, that Haman, taking notice 
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currences that afterwards took place, brought 
them to the king’s recollection, 

Among thofe about the king was one Haman, 
(a defcendane of Agag, king of Amalek, 
in the time of Saul) who, by his infinua- 
ting mode of addrefs, had fo wrought him- 
felf in favour of the king, that all the fervants 
at court were ordered to fhew him the moft dif- 
tinquifhed reverence and refpeé&t. Thele orders 
were ftrictly obeyed by all except Mordecai, 
who, as Haman paffed to and fro took no more 
notice of him than he did of the reft of thofe 
who were in the king’s immediate fervice. This 
exafperated the proud Amalekite to the higheft 
degree *; and being informéd that Mordecai was 
a Jew, he formed the moft horrid plot for in- 
dulging his refentment that could have been pro- 
jected, being refolved, if poffible, not only to 
deftroy him, but all the Jews within the Perfian 
dominions. 

The bafe Haman, fearful left fome danger 
might attend fo bold an undertaking, was very 
cautious how he proceeded on the bulinefs, and 
therefore called together his diviners, inorder to 
find out which would be the moft lucky day 
for carrying his defign into execution. At this 
time, the method of divination pracétifed in the 
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of this fingularity in Mordecai, efmed him what countryman 
he was? and finding him to be a Jew, he broke out into a 
violent exclamation againit the infolence of fuch a wretch, 
who, when all the natives of the free: born Perfians nade 
no hefitation at doing him the honour commanded by the 
king, he thould prefuine.to difobey 5 and that, in this Gt of 
rage, he took the deiperate refelu ien, not ouly to be re- 
venged on Mordecai, but to deftroy the whale race of Jews 
ia tne Perfian dominions. He might, indeed, be farther 
incuced to carry his detign into execution from recoliecting 
that his ancettors, che Awalekites, had been formerly beaten 
out af the land, and extirminated by the Jewss 


4. 


418 
eaft was,‘to caft lots. This was therefore ac- 
cordingly done, and having firft tried each 
month, and then each day in every month, they 
came at length to a determination that the thir- 
teenth day of the twelfth month t+, which is 
called Adar, would be the moft fortunate for 
carrying his defign into execution. 

Haman, pleafed with what the diviners had 
done, immediately went to the king, and, in a 
long harangue, endeavoured, in the moft for- 
cible manner he was able, to prejudice him 
againft the Jews, and thereby effect his diaboli- 
cal intentions. He told the king there was a 
certain people difperfed throughout his empire, 
who called themfelves Jews, and who, having 
laws and ordinances of their own, defpifed all 
his ediéts and injunétions; that, in fhort, their 
principles tended to the difturbance of the good 
order of his government, and the prefervation 
of all uniformity: that, on thefe accounts, it 
was not confiftent with the rules of policy to al- 
low them any farther toleration; and therefore 
he propofed that they fhould be deftroyed and 
extirpated out of the Perfian empire ; and, left 
the lofs of fo many fubjects fhould be thought 
to diminifh the king’s revenue, he propofed 
making up the defeét out of his own private for- 
tune. If it pleafe the king, faid he, let it be 
written that they may be deftroyed: I will pay 
ten thoufand talents of filver into the hands of 
thofe that have the charge of the bufinefs, to bring 
it into the king’s treafuries. 

Ahafuerus was fo wrought on by this wretched 
and debafed favourite, that no fooner had_he 
heard his tale, than he gave immediate confent 
for all the Jews to be put to death within his do- 
ininions, and ordered his feribes to form a de- 
cree { for that purpofe, to which he affixed 
his own fignet. He fent copies of this decree 
by pofts § to all the lieutenants and governors 
of provinces within his dominions, with {trict 
charge that they fhould deftroy, and caufe to 
be killed, all the Jews, of whatfoever fex or 
condition, both young and old, that were any 
where within their jurifdiction, on the thirteenth 
day of the month Adar next enfuing. 
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rft month of the year when the diviners 
nd the time for the execution of the Jews 
was, by thefe lots, not to take place till the Jaft month 
of the year, which plainly fhews, that though the lot 
Be caft into the lap, yet the whole dilpofing thereof is of the 
Lord, Prov. xvi. 33. Hence, almoit a whole year inter- 
vened between the defign and the time appointed for its ex- 
ecution, which gave Mordecai the oppor tunity of making it 
known to the queen, that fhe might intercede, and thereby 
prevent the confpiracy taking place. 

t ‘The decree itfelf, according to Jofephus, was to this 
effect : 


“<The great King Artaxerxes, to the hundred and feven and 
twenty Governors of the Provinces, between India and 


Ethiopia, Greeting. 


+ It was in the fi 
began to calt lots, a 


«« Whereas it hath pleafed God to give me the command 
« of fo many nations, and a dominion over the reit of the 
«© world, as large as I myfelf defire, I being refolved to do 
«« nothing, that may be tyrannical or grievous towards my 
«« people, and to beara gentle and eafy hand over them, with 
«« an eye more ¢fpecially to the prefervation of their peace 
«¢ and liberties, and to fettle them in a ftate of tranquillity 
** and happinefs, not to be fhaken: All this I have taken 
«* into mature deliberation 3 and, being given to underftand 
“ by my trufty and well-beloved friend and counfellor, 
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It is little to be wondered at that the publj- 
cation of this horrid decree fhould occafion an 
univerfal grief and lamentation amang the Jews 
in all parts, particularly in the city of Shufhan 
from whence it was iffued. Mordecai was fo 
affected, that he put on fackcloth, covered his 
head with afhes, and went through the ftreets in 
this manner till he came to the gate of the pa- 
lace, where he was obliged to.ftop, no man.be- 
ing permitted to pafs it in fuch a drefs. Intel. 
ligence of this coming to the ears of the queen 
(who was a ftranger to the pafling of the decree) 
fhe fent a meffenger to Mordecai, begging thin 
to lay afide that mournful habit, and put on 
other clothes, fuch as was confiftent with his 
fituation ; but he told the meffenger he could not 
comply with the queen’s requeft ull the caufe of 
his melancholy appearance was removed. In 
confequence of this anfwer the queen fent He- 
tach, one of the king’s eunuchs, to learn of 
Mordecai the reafon of his taking on him fuch 
an appearance; on which he related the parti- 
culars of the king’s order for the deftru€tion of 
the Jews, and what a fum of Money Haman had 
offered the king for the grant. He then gave 
Hetach a copy of the decree, defiring him to 
prefent it to the queen, and to intreat her imme- 
diately to ufe her utmoft intereft with the king 
to fpare the lives of her people. cs 
This meffage Hatach faithfully delivered to 
the queen, who immediately returned an anfwer 
to Mordecai, in which fhe excufed herfelf 
from engaging in the affair for this reafon, be- 
caufe an ordinance had been paffed, inhibiting 
any perfon, whether man or woman, on pain of 
death, from approaching the king’s prefence 
without a fpecial order. l/l the king’s fe vaits 
(faid fhe) and the people of the king's provinces, do 
know, that whofoever, whether man or woman, 
Joall come unto the king into the inner court, wko 
is not called, there is one law of bis to put bim to 
death, except fuch to whom the king foall hold out 
the golden fceptre, that be may live; but I bave 
ise Leen called to come in unto the king thefe thirty 
ays. 
Mordecai, in his reply to this, told the queen, 
that 





«< Haman, a perfon of a tried faith, prudence, and juftice, 
«* and whom I efteem above all others, that there is a mixture 
“* of a fort of inhuman people among my fabjects, that take 
“© upon them to govern by their own laws, and to preleribe 
*«* ways to themfelves, in contempt of public order and go- 
<* yvernment ; men depraved both in their euftoms. and in 
<¢ their manners, and enemies not only to monarchy, but to 
«© the methods of our royal adminiftration : “This is there- 
“© fore towill and require, that, upon notice given you, by 
«+ Haman (who is to me as a father) of the perfons intended 
«© by this my proclamation, you put all the faid perfons, men, 
<¢ women, and children, to the fword, without any commit 
“© eration or favour, ina ftric& purfaance cf my decree. A nd 
“© it is my further command, that you putthis in execution 
‘© upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month of the pre- 
«* fent year, to make but one day’s work of the deftruction 
«© of ail mine, and your enemies in order to a future peace 
<¢ and fecurity of all our lives after.”” 

§ The eltablithing of polts, by which letters are conveyed 
fre. one place to another, is of great antiquity, and accord- 
ing to Dicdorus Siculus, was firlt brought into ufe by the 
Perfian kings, though it is certain that its courfe was greatly 
interrupted in fucceeding ages. Iris, however, probable, 
that, during the reignsof the Perfian kings, no letters were 
fent by what is nece called the poft, but fuch as were of a 
public nature, and in which the more immediate officers of 
government were chiefly entrutted, 
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“that the decree extended to the whole Jewith 
nation, without any exception : that if ic came 
to be executed fhe muft no more expect to efcape 
than the reft: that God, very probably, had 
raifed her to her prefent greatnefs on purpofe 
that fhe might be the means of faving and pro- 
tecting his people ; but that if the negle&ted to 
do this, and their deliverance fhould come fome 
other way, them would fhe, and her father’s houfe, 
by the righteous and juft judgments of God, 
-moft certainly perith. : 

This .meffage rouzed Efther, who immedi- 
ately difpatched -Hatach to Mordacai with this 
order and promife: that he, and all the Jews 
in Shufhan, fhould faft three days (as fhe in- 
tended to do herfelf) and offer up their humble 
fupplications to God that he would profper her 
in fo hazardous an undertaking, at the expira- 
tion of which time fhe would not fail to addrefs 
the king, though at the hazard of her life. 

This injunction, being properly circulated by 
Mordecai, it was ftrictly obferved by all the Jews 
in Shufhan, Efther did the like, and failed not 
taking proper meafures for fulfilling her en- 
gagement. : 
in her royal apparel, and went to the king’s 
apartment, where he was fitting upon his throne, 
in the inner parc of the palace. 


pleafure, fhe immediately fainted away, and would 


have fallen to the ground had fhe not been fup-. 

The 
king, feeing her in this Gituation, defcended from 
his throne, and raifing her up, bade her be of 


ported by one of her maids who attended. 


good cheer. He then laid h 


fhould coft him: half his: kingdom. 


to a banquet, which fhe had prepared for him. 
This invitation the king readily accepted, and 


the more fo, on account ~of her having invited 
his favourite Haman, who, happening at this 


time not to be at court, the king fent for him, 


with orders not to fail attending the invitation of 


the queen. 

When the entertainment was nearly over, with 
which the king expreffed the higheft fatisfaction, 
he afked Efther again, what requeft fhe had to 
make, repeating his former promifes, that whart- 
¢ver it fhould be, he would ‘grant it, though it 
were half his kingdom. ‘The queen, not think- 
Mg this a proper time to open ‘the fecret to the 
hing, told him that her defire at prefent was no 
more than that he and Haman would favour her 
again the next day with their company at a like 
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* Jotephuc tell, us, that when the clerk or fecretary read 
the names of thofe who had done fignal fervices to the king, 
he added what rewards had been beftowed upon them ; and 
Uritas Ahafuerus was more than ordinarily attentive to what 
Nas read at this time, he could not help being furprized that 
Mordecai, who had difcovered a dangerous confpiracy, and 
Coniequently Frevented a revolution, had not been taken no- 
nee of. But ie i. Invain rH enquire, why a man who had 
done f much for the fafaty of tne king, thould have been fo 
“Ong nelected s for it has often happened, that thofe who do 
Molt to fesve the Rate are left unnoticed, while the mean- 
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On the third day the dreffed herfelf 


As foon as fhe 
faw the king, whofe countenance expreffed dif. 


is golden fceptre on | 
her neck (which was a mark of his affection) and | 
after having embraced her, atked what requeft 
the had to make, telling her at the fame time 
that whatever it was he would grant it, though it 
Upon this 
Efther told him all fhe defired at prefent: was, 
that he (accompanied by Haman) would come 







mene put upon the head of the Lorfe, 
fenfe.of the words appear evident from the concurring teiti- 
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entertainment, and that then the would not fail 
to difclofe to him her requett. 

The diftinguifhed honour conferred on Ha- 
man, in being the only perfon, except the King, 
invited to the queen’s banquet, fo increafed his 
pride, that he expeéted nothing lefs than a ref- 
pect and homage to be paid him as the fecond 
perfon in the kingdom. Nor. were his expec- 
tations ill founded except in the perfon of Mor- 
decai, who, as he paffed him at the palace-ga:e, 
on his return, refufed to pay him the leat obe- 
dience. As foon as Haman got home, he re- 
counted to his tamily the great efteem in which 
he was held not only by the king, but likewife 
the queen, he having been at a banquet provided 
by the latter; that no other perfon accompanied 
the king on the occafion but himfelf; and that 
the next day he was to be prefent at a like in- 
vitation. He could not, however, forbear com- 
plaining of the affront and difrefpe& which Mor- 
decai had put upon him: .« But, faid he, wha 
pleafure is all this, fo long as I fee the hated 
Mordecai, who pays me no refpect, fitting at 
the king’s gate?” His friends and relations, 


Joining with him in. their refentiment againft 


Mordecai, advifed him immediately to order a 
gibbet to be erected fifty cubits high, and the 
very next morning to go to the king, and obtain 
a grant from him that Mordecai fhould be hanged 
onit. This advice was perfectly agreeable to 


‘ Haman, who, imagining the king would net re- 


fufe his requeit, gave orders for the gibbet to 
be immediately created, 

But God was pleafed to direa@ things in fuch 
a manner as totally to ‘fruftrate the defign of the 
proud and cruel Haman; and when he went to 
court the next morning he found matters turn 
out very different to what he had expected. It 
happened that the king that morning awoke 
much fooner ‘than ufual, and not being able to 
compofe himfelf again to flecp, he called for the 
annals of his reign, and ordered a perfon, who 
was then in waiting, to read them to him. He 
accordingly obeyed the king’s orders, and went 
On till he came to the paffage, which made 
mention of Mordecai’s difcovery of the treafon 
of the two chamberlains; and when the king, 
Upon enquiry, was given to underftand, that the 
man, for fo fignal a fervice had not received any 
reward *, he feemed exceeding angry, and afked 
who waited without. Being told Haman, (who 
had been fome time waiting for admittance to 
get his ends obtained on Mordecai) he ordered 
him in, and immediately afked him this quet- 
tion: What thall be dine unto the man whom the 


‘king delighteth to honour 2 


Haman, vainly fuppofing that himfelf was 
meant, gave the king this advice : Poy the man, 
faid he, whom the king delighteth to honour, let the 

royal 


eft and moft debafed wretches fhall have honours heaped upon 


them. 
+ Some commentators have objeted to what is here faid 


concerning the crown being fet upoa his head, becanf: it is 
well known that it was death in Perfia for any perion except 


the king, to wear the crown, even fora jingle moment To 


thisit is anfwered, that the objection is founded on a mifooas 
ftruction of the words; for the crown here alluded to wags 


not the royal diadem worn by the kings, but only an orna- 
And that this is the 


monies 
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_ royal apparel be brought which the king ufeth to 
wear, and the borfe that the king rideth upon, and 
the crown royal + which is fet upon bis beads and 
let bis apparel and borfe be delivered to the band 
of one of the king’s moft noble princes that they may 
array the man withal. whom the king delighteth to 

_ bonour, and bring him on borfeback through the 
Srreet of the city, and proclaim before bim, Thus 
Joall it be done unto the man whom the king de- 
lighteth to bonour.. 

No fooner had Haman delivered his advice 
than the king, quite contrary to his expectations, 
bade him get the horfe, apparel and diadem 
ready, and do juft as he had: faid to Mordecai, 
charging him not to fail in the leaft part of it. 
Make bafte, faid he, and take the apparel and 
the horfe, as thou haft faid, and do even fo to 
Mirdecai the Few, that fitteth at the king’s gate: 
let nothing fail of all that thou baft {poken. 

This cut the proud Haman to the heart, his 
thoughts having been wholly employed on his 
own advancement. But the king’s word was a 
law, and he knew there was no difputing it. 
Being therefore obliged to comply he attended 
Mordecai in the manner himfelf had prefcribed, 
proclaiming, as he led the horfe through the 
itreets of the city, Thus foall it be done uisto the 
xian whom the king dclighteth to honcur. 

When the irkfome ceremony was over Haman 
returned home, lamenting the difappointment 
and great mortification he had met with in being 
forced to pay fo fignal an honour to his moft 
hated cnemy. But while he was relating this to 
his family, and they thereupon expreffing fome 
uncaly apprehenfions, as if this was a very bad 
omen, one of the queen’s chamberlain’s came 
to his houfe to haften him to the banquet ; and, 
having feen the gallows, which had been fet u 
the night before, he fully informed himfelf of 
the intent for which it was prepared. 

When the king and Haman were fcet down to the 
entertainment, the king afked Ether again, what 
her requeft was, at the fame time renewing his 
promife that he would not fail to grant it her, 
even though it fhould extend to the half of his 
kingdom. Efther, rifing from her feat, delivered 
her petition in words to this effect: ‘ My 
“« petition, O king, faid fhe, is for my own 
life, and the lives of my people, becaufe 
there is a defign laid again{t us, not to make 
us bond-men and bond-women (fer then J] 
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ae 
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mo} ies of many antient hiforians, and is confirmed by what 


ha. bcen written by Giotius, Le Clerc, bifliep Patrigh. and 
snany others. 


4 in all the eaflern nations, even to this €.y. the people | 


lean on a couch while they eat, and Either being ar tnat 
time in che fame pofttion, Haman tock the cpportunity of 


preduating himtelf before her, and, according tothe cutlom | 


of the Perfians, embraced her feet. Lt cannot be imagined 
that Haman could, at fuch atime, attempt to vielste the 
chafliry of the gucen ; buat the refentment of Ahbafuerus was 
tense great, that he laid hold of this circumitunce in order 
to give a plaubble colour to what he intended ty do. With 
re(pedi to the covering of Haman’s face, it was confiftent 
with the pradtice of the people of the eatt from the molt car- 
ly ages of time; for when a criminal was brought befoie a 
judge, or his fovereign, to receive fentence, his face was al- 
ways covered, leit the natural emotions of his grief fhould 
operate too frongly in his favour, 

* Copies of this ediét, or decree, were written, and fent 
to all the provinces throughout the king’s dominions; ghe 
fubilauce of which, as related by Jofephus, was as follgivs : 
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« fhould have been filent) but to flay and'deftray 
-« all. 1f therefore I have found favour in thy 
-* fight, O king, let my life, and the life of my 
"€ people, be given at my requeft.” | 

The king no fooner heard Efther’s petition 
than he afked, with fome commotion, who it was 
that durft do any fuch thing. Who is be? (fai 
he) and where is ke that durft prefume in bis beart 

todo fo? "Ehe queen replied, The adverfary 
,and enemy is this wicked Haman. The king, 
rifing up in great paffion, immediately left the 
apartment, and retired into the garden, in order 
to give vent to his refentment. Haman, feeing 
his danger, took this opportunity of fuppli- 
cating his life from the queen, which he did by 
falling proftrate on the bed { where the was fir- 
tting. At this juncture the king returned, and, 
finding the pofiticn Haman was in, he hattily 
exclaimed, Will he force the queen alfo befare nze 
in the heufe? The attendants without hearing 
this‘ entered the apartment, and immediateiy 
covered Haman’s face, as a token of the king’s 
indignation againft him. The chamberlain, 
who had been fent to call Haman to the banauet, 
then informed: the king of the gallows he had 
prepared for Mordecai, who had faved the king’s 
life ; upon which he gave immediate orders that 
he fhould be hanged thereon (which accordingly 
was done) and his whole eftate given to the 
queen, who appointed Merdecai as her fteward. 

At the fame time fhe informed the king of her 
near relation to Mordecai, upon which he took 
him into his royal favour, advanced him to great 
power, riches and dignity in the-empire, und 
made him keeper of the royal fignet.. 

But though Haman was thus removed, yet 
the decree which he had procured for the de- 

| ftruétion of the Jews remained ftill in force ; nor 
could it be repealed, becaufe the laws of the 

Medes and Perfians were fuch, that whatever was. 
written in the king’s name,. and figned with the 
royal. fignet, could not be reverfed. The queen 
prefented a fecond petition to the king, requett- 
ing that the decree might be canceNed; but this, 
for the reafon already given, could not be com- 

| plied with. All, therefore, that the king couid do: 
| was, to grant the Jews, by another decree, fuch 
power to defend themfelves againft all who fhould 
| affault chem onthe day when the former decree was 
to be executed, as might render it, ina great iea- 
fure, ineffectual. ‘To this purpofe, a frefh edict * 
Wa 











Arvaxcrars the Great King so bis faithful Gowernrs, 
Erect. uge 


‘' It istoo general a praétice for men whofe fortune hath 
heen greater than their merit, to infule bath their inf rels 
and benefactors, and extinguifh, as far as in their power, 
cil fente of gratitude and benevolence: they likewife p-'- 
vert the power betlewed to the diferedit of them whe 
gave it; and this under fuch difguifes as if Ged could 
not penetiate them, Nor is it any new matter for fae 
vourites Ly the mifreprefentation of men and things, to 
“* gratify their private paffions to the injury of their malters; 
“and thu: endanger the lives of honeit men by their idb 
otlices with the prince. ‘J his I declare not onthe credit of 
report cr chiftory, but on perfect demontiration within 
my own knowledge. For the future therefore let no re- 
gard be paid jo flanderaus accufitions, but let faéts be 
carefully enquired into, and let full preef of the inno- 
cence or guilt of the party acquit or condemn him. 

‘* You are not unacquainted with Haman’s not being @ 
*© aPerfian, but an Amalekite by extraction, nor how ahec- 
© tionawly 


ae 
ee 


“6 


“ce 


a 
‘ 
“ 


“cc 


pc Fa ee 
——— 
aos A ae 
3 wn“ . an 


Cuar. VIL ga ae 

up in the third month; empowering the 
a ge fhe day appointed by Haman fortheir de- 
ftruétion, to gather themfelves together, attd who- 
ever fhould make any attempt to interrupt or in- 
jure them, they.fhould put to death. This ediét was 


figned by the king, and copies of it went by poft 


to the governors of every province throughout 
i minions. 
gd after the king had put his royal fignet to 
this decree, Mordecai came out of the palace 
dreffed in the royal robe, gown and chain; the 
fight of whom gave the higheft fatisfaétion to 
the Jews, who thereby imagined themfelves fafe, 
and that Haman’s decree againft them would 
prove of none effect. Thofe Jews, likewife, 
who refided in the different parts of the king’s 


dominions, when they heard the contents of the 


king’s laft decree, were elated with joy, and 


fome of the natives, thinking themfelves in dan- 
ger, underwent circumcifion, fuppofing that 
might be a means of fecuring them fhould the 


Jews become predominant. 


But the greater part of the Perfians were re- 
folved to abide by the decree of Haman, fo that 
when the thirteenth day of Adar came, a war 
was commenced between them and the Jews 
As the 
rulers of the feveral provinces, and other officers 
of the king, well underftood what power and 


throughout the whole Perfian empire. 


credit Efther and Mordecai then had with him, 
they fo favoured the Jews in all parts, that, on 


that day, they flew, in the whole empire, feven- 
ty five thoufand perfons; and in the city of Shu- 
fhan, on that day and the fucceeding one, eight 


hundred more. “Among thefe were the ten fons 
of Haman, who, by a fpecial order from the 
king, were hung on the gibbet that had been 
erected by their father, 
Was executed. 

This put an end to all attempts of the Per- 
fians againit the Jews, the latter of whom, in 
memory of their wonderful deliverance, atter- 
wards kept.a great feftival on the fourteenth and 
fifteenth days of the month Adar, which they 
called the Days of Purim, or Leaft of Lots. 
Mordecai continued in great credit with the king 
and queen, and fo directed public affairs, that 
the Jews lived happy and uninterrupted during 
the whole courfe of his adminiftration. 

The Feaft of Purim, or Lots (which took its 
rife from the circumftances before related) is, te 
this very day, celebrated by the Jews with fone 
pe-\:).cr Ceremonies, the chief of which may be 


ae ence 
‘* tionately I have treated, and what honour done this man, 
“having catled, and regarded him as Wy father, ordering 
“ my fubjeéts to obey him next to myfelf. Now his pride 
“had induced him’ to depart from his duty, and promp- 
‘ted him to think of fucceeding to. the government, 
“by the deftruétion of Mordecai, to whom I owe 
“my life; and likewile to deitroy the queen ; the end of 
* his plot being to ufurp my authority, when his plans a- 
“* gaint the lives of my friends had fucceeded.”? 

** Wherefore as the defigns of this man to deftroy the Jews 
* are notorious, T hereby certify, that, far from finding 
them feditious according to his report, I approve of them 


‘ 


‘s 


mily owe the pofleffion and fupport of our dominions, 
** "Vhefe letters are therefore to command that you dojnot 
“ eCxercife, in full force, that feverity'on the Jews as com- 

manded by Haman, whom, as a facrifice to juttice, I 
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and on which himfelf 


* as a people worhhipping that God towhom [ and my fa-. 
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reduced to thefe three things, viz. Reading, Reft- 
ing and Feafting. Previous to the reading, which 
is performed in the fynagogue, and begins in the 
€vening as foon as the ftars appear, they make 
ufe of three forms of prayer. In the fi:# of 
thefe they praite God for counting them worthy 
to attend Divine fervice: in the fecond they 
thank him for the miraculous prefervation of 
their anceftors : and in the third they blefs his 
holy name for having contiaued their lives to the 
celebration of another feftiyal in commemora- 
tion of it: They then read over the whole hiftory 
of Haman from the beginning to the end; but 
not out of any printed book (for that is not law- 
ful) but from an Hebrew manuticript, written on 
parchment. There are five places in the text, 
wherein the reader raifes his voice with ail his 
might. When he comes to the place that men- 
tions the names of the ten fons of Haman, he 
repeats them very quick, to thew that they were 
all foon deftroyed ; and every time that the name 
of Haman is pronounced, all the congregation, 
with great fury, ftrike againft the benches of the 
fynagogue with mallets they bring for that pur- 
pofe. After the reading is finifhed they return 
home, and have a fupper not of fleth, but of 
{poon-meat ; and early the next morning they 
arife and return to the fynagogue, where, after 
a paffage read in Exodus, which makes mention 
of the war of Amalek, they begin again to read 
the book of Efther, with the fame ceremonies as 
before; and then conclude the fervice with 
curfes againft Haman and his wite Zereth, with 
bleffings upon Mordecai and Efther, and with 
praifes to God for having preferved his people. 

The reafon of this fettival being kept two davs 
together is this :—the Jews ar Shufhan had two 
days allowed them to revenge themfelves of their 
enemies (Efther ix. 13.) but the reftof the Jews, 
in other parts of the kingdom, had but one. 
This at firtt caufed fome difference in their time 
of feafting; for the Jews, in all the diftant Parts, 
having done execution on their enemies on the 
thirteenth day, kept their rejoicing feaft on the 
fourteenth ; but the Jews at Shuthan, being en- 
gaged in this work both on the thirteenth and 
fourteenth days, kept their feltival the fifteenth. 
When Mordecai, however, had made a record 
of this grear deliverance, he fent letters to all 
the Jews throughout the king’s dominions, to 
eftablith it as a itanding ordinance among them, 
that both the fourteenth and fifteenth of the month 
Adar every year, thould be kept as the days 


whereon 


Sa 


.** have caufed to be executed on a gibbet before the gates 
' *€ of Shuthan, 


“* And I further command that copies of thefe letters be 
tranimitted throughout my dominions, that the Jews may 
“© enjoy their laws in peace; and that you afford them help 
** againft thofe who opprefs them. And as the thirteenth 
‘« day of the twelfth month (Adar) is fixed for the extirpa. 

tion of thefe People, itis my will that you fix on this time 
* as ‘the moment of their deliverance ; affured that this 
** proceeding will fatisfy my friends, and afford a cautionary 
“* example to future traitors. Be it farther known to the 
‘© parties herein concerned, in all our cities und towns, that 


«ec 


a 


} €© military execution fhall be the confequence of difobedience 


“© to thefe commands, of which all our fubje€s are to take 
oe. notice; and the Jews fhall be ready to avenge themfelves 
‘* on their enemies zt the time appointe |.” 
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whereon the Jews refted from their enemies: 
and this is the reafon why the feftival, at the pre- 
fent time, continues for two days, though the 
former only is kept with great folemnity. 

It may not be improper here to take fome no- 
tice of the origin of the Jews fynagogues, the 
nature of their conftruétion, and the mode of 
Divine fervice performed in them, not only at 
their firft inftitution, but even the prefent time. 

The learned are not a little divided concerning 
the rife and antiquity of the Jewith fynagogues. 
Some contend that they were in ufe under the 
tabernacle and firft temple, whilft others affert, 

- that they had no being until the times of the 
captivity. ‘Fhe former, in behalf of their opi- 
nion, urge, that as in the wildernefs, the court 


THE 


of the tabernacle could not contain the hun- !| 


dredth part of the worfhippers of the God of 
Ifrael, and, as in the Promifed Land, the tem- 
ple was too far diftant for devout perfons of 
every tribe to refort to it every fabbath-day, 
there was a neceffity for other places to be ap- 
pointed for the fervice of God, that the fenfe of 
religion might not be extinguifhed and loft. To 
this purpofe they obterve, that the Levites were 
difperfed in feveral cities, and the prophets, and 
fons of the prophets fettled in their refpective 
colleges, that chey might be ready at hand, upon 
all occafions, to expound the law, and inftruct 
the people in their duty, whenever they met to- 
gether for that purpofe. And therefore, we find 
the Shunamite’s hufband thus expoftulating with 
his wife, Wherefore wilt ihou goto him to-day ? it 
is nerthor new moon, ner fabbatl, 2 Kings iv. 23. 
which fcems to imply, that at fuch ftated feafons 
as thefe the cuflom was, to refort to fuch teachers 
for inftruction, and, if this was the cuftom, there 
muft have been proper places appointed for their 
reception. 

‘Vheie are the principal arguments in favour 
of fynagogues being ufed while the firft temple 
was ftanding, but the filence of fcripture fcems 
to be a flrong confutation of them: for, had 
thefe places of religious worfhip been in ufe 
among the Jews before the captivity, we cannot 
conceive why there fhould not have been as fre- 
quent meation made of them in tac Old ‘Vetta- 
moentas there is in the New. Vhe common, 
therefore, and indeed the moft probable opi- 
nion is, that there were no fuch things as fyna- 
gosnes built before the captivity of Babylon and 
the dellructien of the temple: that the Jews, 
fecing themfelves carricd away into a ftrange 
country, where they had no tenple for Divine 
fervice, came to the refolution of building fuch 
Hout were afterwards calkd Synagogues, 
there to be inttru€ted in the law, and to worfhip, 
tne Gud of their fathers, in the befl manner they 
coull on every fabbath day; and that, upon 
their return, finding the great convenience of 
fuch kind of buildings, they erected the fame in 
their own country as they had done before in the 
tand of their cancivity, and herein were followed 
by the reft of the Jews in all parts whither they 
were difperied, 

The Synagogues were built fometimes within 
the citv, and fometinies without, but always on 
fome clevated fpot. They were ufually raifed 
above any private houfe, becaufe the Jews have 


as 


me a ee 


a notion that it is a difhonour to God to have h's 
houfe inferior, nay, fo much as equal to thofe of 
men. Nearly in the center of the building is 
defk, or pulpit, (made very probably in imitation 
of that we read Ezra made ufe of, Nehemiah 
viii. 4.) from whence the book, or roll of the 
law, is read with great folemnity, and from 
whence both he that expounds it, or he that 
preaches to the congregation at any time, always 
delivers himfelf. At the upper end of the Sy 

nagogue, oppofite the entrance, is a ch \ 
prefs, in which is kept the book of the. MW 
wrapped in a fine embroidered cloth; and, during 
the time of Divine fervice, the women are fepa- 
rated from the men, and feated ina gallery in- 
clofed with latiices. ; 

Every town wherein there were ten Batalnim, 
that is, ten perions of full age and free condition, 
always at leifure on week days as well as fabbaths, 
to attend Divine fervice. was thought large enough 
to have a fynagogzue built init. But, if ten fuch 
could not be found, it was thought not proper, 
becaufe the Jewifh notion was, that lefs than 
fuch a number could not make a congregation, 
and, without a congregation, no part of the fy- 
nagogue fervice could be performed. 

But as their notion was farther, that any per- 
fon, Gentile as well as Jew, might be permitted 
to cre& a fynagogue, becaule the nolinefs of the 
place (as t'cy thought) conlifted not fo much 
in the fabric as in its being fet apart co holy utes, 
it thence came to pafs, that though there were 
but few at firft, yet in procefs of time they be- 
came fo numerous that, In Our Saviour’s time, 
there was no town in Judea but what had one or 
more in it: that, in Viberias, a city of Galilee, 
there were no lefs than twelve, and (if we may 
credit the Jews) four hundred and eighty-in Je- 
rufalem. ‘Phe buildings were made much in the 
fame manner as the bodies of our churches, and 
had over their doors or entrance the followin 
infcription: Zéis is the gate of the Lord, the 
Riehteous foall enter into it. And upon the walls 
within were thefe, or fich hke fentences: Ke- 
member thy Creatcr. Keep thy foot when thou 
voft into the Tenfe of the Lord. Silence is com- 
mendable in ibe time of prayer. Aad provers with- 
cut attention, eve like @ bedy wrthout a oul, bcc. 

ly the fervice of the fynagogue the itrtt office 
was prayer. [heir prayers at firft were few, but 
have fince greatly increafed, which makes the 
fervice much longer than it was originally. 
Whar they reckon the moft dolemn part of their 
prayers is that which they call Shemens? Ifhreth, 
thar is, the eighteen prayers, which, according to 
them, were compoied and inftizuted by Ezra and 
thy preat fynagogue; and therefore they enjoin 
all that are of age, of what tex er condition 
foever, either “in private or public, to repeat 
thein three timics 3 day, and on every iynagozue- 
day they offer them up, with the greatem tolem- 
nity, in their public afemolies. ae 

That feme judgment may be formed of the 
merit of thefe prayers, we fhall infert the firft 
ten, which have been -tranflated by a very learned 
hand, and placed in the fame order as they ftand 
in the Jewihh licuryics. Tlcy are as follow: 

I. Blefled be thou, O Lord, our God, the God 
of our Fathers, ‘the God of Abraham, the aa 
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of Ifaac, and the God of Jacob, the great God, 

owerful and tremendous ; the High God, boun- 
tifully difpenfing benefits ; the Creator and Poi- 
feffor of the univerfe, who remembereft the 
good deeds of our fathers, and in thy love fendeft 
a redeemer to thofe, who are defcended from 
them, for thy name’s fake, O king, our helper, 
our Saviour, and our fhield. Bleffed art thou, 
our Lord, whoart the fhield af Abraham. 

ll. Thou, O Lord, art powerful for ever. 
Thou raifeft the dead to life, and art mighty to 
fave. Thou fendeft down the dew, ftilleft the 
winds, and makeft the rain to come down upon 
the earth, and fuftaineft with thy beneficence all 
that live therein; and, of thy abundant mercy, 
makeft the dead again to live. Thou helpett 
up thofe that fall; thou cureft the fick; thou 
loofett them that are bound, and makeft good 
thy word of truth to thofe, that fleep in the 
duft. Who is to be compared to thee, O thou 
Lord of Might? And who is like unto thee, O 
our king, who killeft, and makeft alive, and 
makett falvation to fpring up, as the herb out of 
the field? Thou art faithful, ro make the dead 
rife again to life. Blefled art thou, O God, who 
raile% the dead to life. 

If. Thou are Holy, and thy name is Holy, 
and thy faints do praife thee every day. Selah. 
for a great king and an holy one art thou, O 
God. Bleffed arc thou, GO Lord, God moft 
holy. 

iV. Thou, of thy mercy, giver knowledge to 
roen, and teacheft them underftanding ; give 
eracioufly unto us knowledge, witdom, and un- 
derftanding. Bleifed are thou, O Lord, who 
gracioully givelt knowledge unto men. 

V. Bring us back, O cur father, to the obfer- 
vance of thy law, and make us to adhere to thy 
precepts; and do thou, O our king, draw us 








near to thy worfhip, and convert us unto thee by, 


perfcét repentance in thy prefence.  Bleffed art 
thou, O Lord, who vueuchfarclt to receive us by 
repentanec. 

‘Vi. Be thou merciful to us, O our father, for 
we have finned ; pardon us, O our king, for we 
have tranfgreffed againft thee, for thou art a God, 
good, and ready to pardon. Bleffed art thou, O 
Lid moft gracious, who multiphiett thy mercies 
in the forgivenels of fins. 

VI. Look, we befeech thee, upon our af- 
dictions: Be thou on our fide, In all our con- 
tentions; and plead thou our caufe in all our 
‘rigations 3 and make hafte to redeem us with a 
pericét redemption, for thy name’s fake: for 
teu art our God, our king, and a ftrong Re- 
écomer, Bleffed art thou, O Lord, the redeemer 
of Trac. 

VIET. Tleal us, O Lord, our God, and we fhall 
be healed ; fave us, and we fhall be faved; for 
thou art our praife. Bring unto us found health, 
% doa perfect remedy for all our infirmities, for 
“Hour griefs, and for all our wounds; for thou 
eta God, who healeft, and art merciful. Bleffed 
rt thou, O l.ord, our God, who cureft the dif- 
ian of chy people Ifrael. 

IX. Blefs us, O Lord, our God, in every work 
ul our hans, and blefs unto us the feafons of the 
vary and give us che dew, and the rain to be a 
fing unto us upon the face of all our land, 
ttisty the world with thy bleffings, and 
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fend down moifture upon every part of the earth, 
that is habitable. Bleffed art thou, O Lord, who 
giveft thy bleffing to the years. . 

X. Convocate us together by the found of the 
great trumpet, to the enjoyment of our liberty ; 
and lift up thy enfigns to call tagether all of the 
captivity, from the four quarters of the earth, 
to our own Jand. Bleffed art thou, O Lord, who 
gathereft together the exiles of the people of 
Iirael. 

Thefe prayers, however, are but af the fame 
nature that the Lord’s Prayer is in our public 
fervice, that is, the fundamental, and principal 
pare; for, befides thefe, they have fome prayers 
that go before, fome that follow after, and others 
interfperfed between them. 

In the courfe of the fervice there are threé 
things read, namely, the Shema, the Law, and 
the Prophets. The Shema confifts of three por- 
tions of fcripture: the firft is, from the begin- 
ning of the fourth verfe of the 6th chapter of 
Deuteronomy, to the end of the gth verfe : the 
fecond, from the beginning of the 13th verfe of 
the xith chapter of Deuteronomy to the end of 
the 21{t verfe: and the third, from the beginning 
of the 37th verfe of the xvth chapter of Num- 
bers, to the end of the chapter. And becaufe 
the firft of thefe portions, in the Hebrew Bible, 
begins with the word Shema, that is, Hear, there- 
fore the reading of the whole i» called the seading 
of the Shewc, which, next to iheir faying of the 
Shemoictk-Eflreth, or the eighteen prayers, is 
reckoned the moft folemn part of their religious 
jervice. 

‘The five books of the Law were divided by 
Ezra into fifty-four fections, becaufe, in their 
interccleted years, there were fifty-four fabbaths, 
and therefore, a fection being read every fabbath- 
day compleated the whole in the fpace of a year; 
but when the year was not thus intercalated, 
thofe who had the direction of the jvnagogue 
worlhip, reduced the feétions to the number of 
fabbaths, by joining too fhort ones, in feveral 
placcs, Into one, becaule they held themfelves 
obliged to have the whole law; from the begin- 
ning of Genefis to the end of Deuteronomy, 


_read over, in this manner every year. 


During the perfecution of the Jews, in the 
reign of Antiochus Epiphanes, when the reading 
of the law was prohibited, inftead of the fitty~ 
four fe€tions of it, the Jews fubftituted fifty- 
four fections of the prophets, which were after- 
wards continued; fo that when the reading of 
the law was reitored by the Maccabees, the fec- 
tion, which was read every fabbath, out of the 
law, ferved for the fff leffon, and rhe feétion out 
of the prophets for the /feccnd; and this is the 
meaning of St. Paul’s fanding up to preach after 
“the reading of tke law and the pr phets (Aés xiii. 
36.) that is, after the reading of the fi7# leffon 
out of the die, and the ferond leffon out of the 
prephets. 

With the reading of the Jaw and the prophets 
was always added an expofition of them: for, 
after the Hebrew language had ceafed to be + ¢ 
mother tongue of the Jews, and the Chaldee 
grew into ufe inftead of it, the cuftom of the 
fynagogue was, that one fhould firft read a part 
of the {criptures to the people in the Hebrew 
tongue, and then another interpret it info the 

Chaldee, 
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Chaldee, which they better underftood. 
this appears to be the reafon why thefe fections 
of Scripture came to be divided into verfes, viz. 
that by thefe means the reader might certainly 
Know how much he was to read, and the inter- 
preter how much he was to interpret at every in- 
terval. 

The reading and expounding being over,. any 
perfon of learning an 
tures might addrefs himfelf to the people,, upon 
what moral or divine fubjeé&t he thought proper ; 
only we may obferve that this was a compliment 
ufually paid to ftrangers, and therefore, when 
St. Paul and his company arrived at Antioch in 


Pifidia,, and went into the place of Divine wor- |' 


fhip on the fabbath-day, after the reading of the 
law and the prophets, the rulers of the lynagogue 
sent unto them, faying, Ye men and brethren,. if ye 
have any word of exhortation for the people, fay on. 
Acts xili. 15. 

_ Fhe miniftration of the fynagogue-fervice 
(from what has been faid) evidently appears not 
to have been confined to the facerdotal order. 
The priefts were confecrated only to the fervice 
of the temple, which was of avery different na- 
ture, confifting chiefly in the offering up of fa- 
crifices and oblations; but to this in the fyna- 
gogue any one who, by learning, appeared pro- 
perly qualified, was readily admitted. Only, for 
the prefervation of order, there were in every 
fynagogue fome fixed officers, whofe bufinefs it 
was to take care that all religious duties were 
therein decently performed. 

The firft of this kind are thofe whom the 
fcriptures of the New ‘Teftament call Rulers of 
the Synagogue; but how many of thefe belonged 
to each fynagogue we cannot tell, only we may 
prefume, that there were more than one, becaufe 
they are mentioned in the plural number in ref- 
pect of the fame fynagogue. Next to. them 
(and perhaps one of them) was the minifter of 
the fynagogue, whofe bufinefs it was to offer up 
to God the public prayers of the congregation ; 
and being for this purpofe delegated (as it were) 
by them to God, is therefore, in the Hebrew 
language, called Sheliach Zibber, i. e. the Angel 
of the Church, or congregation ; from whence 
the name of the bifhops of the feven churches 
mentioned in the revelations, is manifeftly bor- 

-rowed. Next to this angel of the church, were 
the deacons, and inferior minifters of the fyna- 
gogue, called in Hebrew, Chazanim, or Over- 
deers, who, under the rulers of the fynagogue, 
had the charge and overfight of all things in it, 
and kept the books of the Holy Scriptures, the 
liturgies, and utenfils which they brought forth, 
and carried away again, as there was occafion : 
and next to thefe overfeers was the interpreter, 
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whofe office it was to recite, in Chaldee, the 
congregation; and, becaufe a great deal of {kip 


in béth languages was requifite for fuch an un. 
dertaking, whenever the rulers of the fynagogue 


| found a perfon fic for this purpofe, they retaine¢ 
| him by a faiary, and thereby made him a ftand- 


ing minifter among them.. 

The times appctnted: for fynagogue-worhhip 
were thrice a week, exclufive of their holidays, 
whether fafts or feftivals, and thrice on each of 
thofe days,. viz. in the morning, in the afternoon, 
and at night. When, at any of thefe times, the- 
bleffing was to be given, if there was a prieit 
prefent in the congregation,. he always did the 
office; but if there was not a. prieft, then the 
Sheliach Zibber, who read the prayers, in a form 
of benediction made proper for him,. difmiffed 
the people. 

We have only one thing more to obferve on. 
this fubject, and that is, to anfwer a quettion, 
which it is very natural for many to afk ; namely, 
How it came to pafsthat the Jews, who were 
fo prone to idolatry before the Babylonifh Cap- 
tivity, fhould be fo ftrongly bent againtt it (evem 
to a degree of extravagance), after that captivity 
was ended? This cannot be imputed to any 
other caufe, but their having the law and the 
prophets read. to them every week after that cap- 
tivity, which they had not before. Previous to 
the captivity, they had no fynagogues for pub- 
lic worfhip or inftruétion, nor any places to re- 
fort to’ for thefe puspofes, but either the temple 
at Jerufalem,, or the cities of the Levites. Their 
duty to God was.little known among them, and 
his laws, in a manner, wholly forgotten: and 
therefore, as occafions offered, they were eafily 
drawn into all the fuperftitions and idolatrous 
practices of thofe heathen nations near which. 
they lived. But when, after the Babylonith cap- 
tivity, fynagogues were erected in every city, to 
which they conftantly reforted for public wor- 
fhip, and where, every weck,, they had the law 
at firfi, and afterwards, both the law and the 
prophets read to them ; and where, by fermons. 
and exhortations, they were, at leaft every fab- 
bath-day,, inftrutted in their duty, and excited 
to the performance of it. This kept them ina 
thorough knowledge of God and his laws, as the 
comminations in the prophets (when once they 
came to be read among them) deterred. them from 
tranfgrefling againft them; for (as. the apoftle 
fays, 2 Tim. iit. 16. 17.) all Scripture 1s giv.n by 
infpiration of God, and 1s prefitatle for doét ine, 
Sor reproof, for correction, for inft: uclion in righte- 
oufnefs: that the man of God (fer every man that 
refolves to be godly) may Le perfet?, thoroughly 
furnifhed unte all gocd works. 
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Vii: 


Of the Perfon and Boook of J OB. 


time in which this illuitrious character 

ved, and as the relation is entirely of a detached 

nature, we could not with propriety introduce 

it in the preceding part of our Hiftory, and 

therefore have thought proper to infert it, in 

conformity to the compilers of the Bible, after 
the Book of Efther. 

The Book ‘of Job, from whence this hiftory 
is taken, is divided into three very unequal 
parts. The firft is the hiftorical narration of the 
former profperity of Job, and of the miferies 
with which he was afterwards afflicted : this is 
the fubjeét of the two firft chapters The fecond 
part confifts of the fpeeches between Job and 
his friends, which comprehends the principal 
body of the work. The laft part, which begins 
at the feventh verfe of the laft chapter, is a fhort 
account of what followed after thefe conferences 
between Job and his friends, and which con- 
cludes the whole. 

But before we proceed to relate the particulars 

of the life of this holy man, we muf: make fome 
few obfervations on his defcent, and the place of 
his refidence, which have produced great con- 
troverfy among the different writers on the fub- 
ject. 
‘ Ir is the opinion of fome that Job was de- 
fcended from Nahor, the fon of Terah, and 
brother of Abraham; while others will have 
him to be defcended from Efau, and to be Jobab 
his great grandfon. But, after all that can be 
faid in defence of thefe fuppofitions, the moft 
probable opinion is, that he was defcended, in a 
direét line, from Abraham by his wife Keturah ; 
for, by Keturah, the patriarch had feveral fons, 
whom he (being refolved to referve the chief 
patrimony for Haac) portioned out, and feng into 
the eaft to feek their fortunes, fo that moft of 
them fettled in Arabia; and that Job (if not all 
the reft) amaffed great wealth, and became par- 
ticularly refpected, appears from what the author 
of his hiftory records of him, namely, thar, 
before his calamities came upon him, be was the 
sreatept of ail the men of the eeft. 

Rut, with refpeét to the defcent of Job, it is 
an undoubted matter of fact, that Abraham, by 
his wife Keturah, had a fon, whofe name was 
Shuah; and therefore, when we read of Bildad 
the Shufhite (Job. ii, 11.) we may very rea- 
fonably fuppofe that he was a defcendant of that 
family, who, living in the neighbourhood of Uz, 
where Job refided, might, perhaps, think him- 
felf obliged, by the ties of confanguinity, to go 
and vifit his relation in the day of diftrefs. 
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With refpec& to that part of the world in 
which Uz lay, various opinions have been ftarted, 
according to the feveral families from whence 
Job is made to defcend. But, on a fixed de- 
termination that he fprang from one of Keturah’s 
fons, his habitation mutt be properly placed in 
that part of Arabia Deferta, which has to the 
north Mefopotamia and the river Euphrates ; to 
the weft, Syria, Paleftine, and Idumaz2; and to 
the fouth, the mountains of the Happy Ara- 
bia. This defcription is moft fubftantially 
confirmed by what is related in the hiftory icfelf, 
namely, that the Chaldeans and Sabeans plun- 
dered his eftate, it being well known that thofe 
people were inhabitants of that part of the 
country. 

At what exact period this great fufferer lived 
is likewife another matter which has occafioned 
great controverfy among the learned, though 
there are feveral criterions by which thefe dit- 
putes may be removed. [Fr is evident, that he 
was either predeceffor, or at leaft cotemporary 
with Mofes, from his mentioning, with the ut- 
moft abhorrence and deteftation, the antient 
idolatrous cuftom of paying Divine adoration to 
the fun, moon, and ftars; and, which is a ftill 
greater proof, from his taking no manner of 
notice of the bondage of the Ifraelites under 
their cruel Egyptian tafk-mattcrs, which was a 
circumftance of fuch moment and importance, 
that he would, doubtlefs, have expatiated thereon, 
had he not lived before that remarkable occur- 
rence. It is evident, likewife, that he lived in 
the days of the patriarchs from the length of his 
life; for he was about three-fcore years of age 
when God, for the trial of his faith and patience, 
firft permitted Satan to perfecute and torment 
him with the very worft of difeafes, and he lived 
one hundred and forty years after being reftored 
to his health and poffeffions ; fo that he was 
about two hundred years old at the time of his 
deceafe, which was a much longer period than 
feveral of the patriarchs could boaft to have 
lived. 

That Job lived before the law may be ga- 
thered from his making not fo much as one al- 
lufion to it through the whole courfe of his lite, 
and from his offering fuch facrifices in his own 
country as were not allowable, after the promul- 
gation of the law, to be offered in any other 
place, but that whi.h the Lord had chofe 
in one of the tribes of Ifrael; and that he lived 
after Jacob may be inferred from the charater 
given him by his Divine mafter, viz. that for 
uprightnefs, and the fear of God, there was not 

4 N like 


326 ‘ 
like unto him upon the eurth; which commen- 
dation could not be allowed to any, whilft Ja- 
cob, the favourite fervant of God, was alive; 
nor can we fuppofe it proper to be given to any 
perfon even while Jofeph lived, who, im moral 
virtues, and other excellencies, made as bright a 
figure as any perfon whatever in his time. “Thus 
may the computation be reduced to a very nar- 
raw compafs; and though it is exceeding difi- 
cult to point out the precife time, yet, the gene- 
ral opinion is, that he lived in the time of the 
children of Jfrael’s bondage, and therefore his 
birth may be placed about the time that Jacob 
went into Egypt, and the beginning of his af- 
flictions in the year when Jofeph died, at which 
laft period of time he might juftly deferve the 
very extraordinary chara¢ter which God gave 
him, there not being any man alive, at that time, 
who, in virtue and integrity, could be compa- 
red with him. 

Another matter that has occafioned fome con- 
troverfy among the learned is, who was the au- 
thor of this book. It is fuppofed by fome to 
have been written by Mofes during his refidence 
in Egypt, or elfe after he had Acd from thence 
into the land of Midian, in order to encourage 
the Jews to bear up with fortitude and patience 
under their Egyptian bondage, and to induce 
them to put their whole truft and confidence in 
God, who would mo certainly deliver them in 
his own time and way. Others are inclined to 
think, that this facred book was at firft a plain 
and fimple narrative, and that the materials were 
drawn up cither by Job himfelf, or fome of his 
friends or relations, and that afterwards it fell 
into the hands of Mofes, who firft tranflated it 
from the Arabic: that, in procefs of time, it 
was tranfmitted down to Solomon, and that from 
him, itis highly probable, it received the beau- 
tiful caftin which it now appears in the Hebrew 
language, the firft part whereof, to the begin- 
ning of the third chapter (as St. Jerome affures 
us) is profe indeed, but trom that to the forty- 
fecond chapter, it is all compofed in heroic verte, 
in the fame manner as thofe two celebrated po- 
ems, the Iliad of Homer, and the A‘neid of Virgil. 

But whoever was the author, whether Solo- 
mon, or any other infpired writer, certatn it is, 
that he has exerted the beauty of his art to fo 
great a degree, that whoever reads this hiftorical 
book with the leaft attention will foon difcern, 
that for the dignity and grandeur of its flyle, 
and the fublimity of its thoughts ; for the fpirit 
and energy of its diction; for the variety of its 
characters; for the beauty of its metaphors, fiint- 
lies and defcriptions, there is no human compo- 
fition to be met with in all the records of anti- 
quity, that, upon a fair and impartial examina- 
tion, can, in any degree, be put in competition 
with it. 

Iaving faid thus much by way of introduction, 
we fhall now proceed to the hiftory itfelf. 
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* There is not the leaft doubt but this is the fame perfon 
who i: called Jobab by Mofes, in Gen. xxxvi. 33. As to 
the jignification of the two terms, they both aptly and pe- 
culiarly belong to the fame perfon. Jobab, in the original 
Hebrew, tignifies a perfon wlio is free from all care and anxi- 
ety of mind, and in the poffeffion of all fublunary enjoy- 
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In what part of the world Job * was born 
cannot be afcertained, but the place of his re. 
dence is fuppofed to have been El-paran, in the 
land of Uz, otherwife called Aufitis, fituated in 
the fouthera part of Arabia-Deferta. . He .was 
certainly a man of great piety and virtuegas well 
as renowned for his honourable defcent. The 
Almighty was pleafed to bles him in fo very fin- 
gular a manner that his outward profperity bore 
fome degree jof proportion to the pertections of 
his mind; for he not only beftowed on him a nu. 
merous iffec, namely, feven fons and three 


. daughters, but likewife great wealth, he bein 


pofleffed of feven thoufand fheep, three thoufand 
camels, five hundred voke of oxen, and as many 
fhe-affes, which at that time were the riches of 
the country where he lived; and in fhort, fuch 
an extenfive command had he, and fuch a grand 
retinue, that he had no fuperior at lealt, if he 
had any equal, throughout the whole compafs 
of the eaft. 

To this happinefs Job had the additional plea- 
fure of feeing his children live in the flricteft 
bonds of afte@tion towards each other; for the 
fons made it a conftant practice to meet at each 
other’s houfes on their refpective birth-days, at 
which times they made grand entertainments, 
and never failed inviting their fitters on the oc- 
cafion. 

As it was cuftomary fer thefe annual feftivals to 
Jaft feven fucceffive days, their indulgent and pious 
father (who was ever anxious for the happinefs of 
his children) took particular care, at the expira- 
tion of the week, to inform them, by a fpccial 
meffenger, that he expected they would prepare 
thenifelves, both by fafting and prayer, for the 
approaching facrifice which he propofed to offer 
up to God in their behalf. When they were 
all affembled together, purfuant to their father’s 
orders, he rofe early the next mcraing (the moft 
proper time, doubtlefs, for fuch an extraordinary 
aét of devotion) and not only prayed to God to 
blefs them, but offered a particular burnt-offer- 
ing for each of them, being apprehenfive that 
forne one or other of them might, in an un- 
guarded hour, and in the height of their mirth, 
have cither faid or done fomething that might 
refle& a difhonour on the holy religion they 
profeffed. And this was Job’s conftant practice 
at the ciofe of their reipective feftivals, 

But notwithftanding Job was poffeffed of fuch 
ereat and exemplary piety, yet it was not fufficient 
to fave him from the moft fevere, though unjuit 
accufations. As there was atime fet apart for 
Job’s fons to prepare themielves for their ap- 
pearance before the Almighty in their father’s 
houfe, fo likewife there were days appcinted for 
the Bleffed Angels themfelves to approach the 
throne of God, and to lay before him an exact 
account of the adminiitration of their refpective 
commiffions; and the devil, who is the moft 
malicious and implacable enemy of mankind, 
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ments, which agrees with the former rart of his character. 
The term Jobab, when contracted inte Job, fignifi:s a per- 
fon overwhelmed with forrow, which equaliy agrees wit 
his character, when Satan had, by Diviie permiffion, do- 
minion over him, and plagued him with a long and uninter 
rupted feries of misfortunes. 
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ever, in’ an intends: dittoverihg= the cimpofter, 
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biect to him, .infifted that .he fhoutd give a 
a of himfelf, and-of what bufmeéfs he-ha 
been upon. “T'9 which he es 
with fuch an. apparenc :concerhuand sunédfiness ‘of 

_ mind,. a5 fufficiently teftified :his awful sepeceny 
Gon:of the Almighty, andi the! limitatipn tof chié) 
wer. ‘£1 have been,’ faid he; taking acitcui | 
round the habitable globe.” .' The Almighty 
then faid unto Satan, Haft thou confidered my’ fer 
vant Fob, that there is noné like: kim on the earth 
a- perfect and an upright man; .qne that feareth 
God, and efchewstb evid? . Saran,’ affuming his. 
ufual affurance,' returned an anfwer to this ef- 
fet: Yes, I have. But what he does is 
- « purely the refult of felf-intereft : it is not the 
¢ pleafure he really takes in acting conformably 
« ¢ your commands, but the advantage which 
“ he is confcious to himfelf arifes from his, fer- 
«© vile obedience. Have not you made him ain- 
« ple amends for all his trouble? Have you 
“ not protected both him and his family in fuch, 
“ an extraordinary manner that no misfortune 
«could poffibly attend them.? Whatever he 
«¢ undertakes is crowned with fuccefs ; and have 
«© you not beftowed on him fuch an abundance 
«¢ that the country he lives in can fcarcely con- 
«tain his flocks and herds? JI am very well 
« affured, “however, was you once to turn the 
«« fcale, toexert your power to his difadvantage, 
«* and reduce him once to a lower ftate of life, 
«* he will then play the hypocrite no longer, but 
« throw off the mafk, and openly difdain your 
‘* over-ruling Providence : and therefore, not- 
‘¢ withftanding all his boafted virtues, he has 
‘© not the gratitude in him which you and the 
*© world imagine.” 
The Almighty, being pleafed to put the inte- 
grity-of his fervant Job to the teft, and to fet 
his exalted virtues in the faireft point of view, 
anfwered Satan as follows: Behold, all that he 
beth 1s in thy powers, only upon himfelf put not 
forth thine hand. As if he had faid, " « Since 
“ you have thus unjuftly afperfed the man, who: 
is perfectly guiltlefs, and will maintain his 
integrity to the laft under the moft abjeé& po- 
verty, with the fame ftrictnefs and fincerity 
as he does now while under my proteétion, I 
will for once with-hold my hand, and give 
you full power and authority to difpofe of all 
his fubftance at your will and pleafure, but 
upon this exprefs condition, that you prefume 
not to touch his pérfon.” 





a 


its 
ce 
cc 
«Ce 
« 
ac 
cf 
ce 


“ 


ctr ti 


+ Though the grand accufer of mankind, as here repre- 
fented, appeared in the prcefence of Gad the Father, in order 
to calumanuate his mott faithful fervant, and one of the moit 
rightcous men then on the earth, yet his infolence cannot be 
faid to be greater than it was afterwards, when he prefented 
himfclf betore God the Son in the wildernefs, and affaulted 
him with a train of the moft audacious temptations he ever 
Puet: Both attempts, however, ended in his own con- 
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moft confpicuous manner, by the envy and malice of fo im- 
Placable a fpiric, 
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and God's infinite goodnefs was illuftrated, in the | 
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' “Sarang pleafed with thle -aneysedtéd commit- 
fiompltmimiediacély:. withdrew) “fuldy “eefel ved to 
fatiuw lis reverige tbat cis favearike: ‘of thd Al- 
udighty!; née was! detopati before av lepportiunity 
ailered: for ‘carping: Ms dedi dnt cxecuitioh, 
Iehappened ‘foon ‘after eo. bé die birth-day of 
Jobisieldeft-fon, on whic ehe Whole family, ac- 
feorling ‘to .cultom;- were dffembled at his houfe, 
‘In order sto’ indulge -eitendelves davthbir accuf- 
stornied Paiery;' wichoie-FelWicion of vefetve, ‘and 
swithour the peste orok ‘of .aity arreer. 
This was the chtical cohjundtire for Baratito 
renter upon his inkumah-and inercilefs project, 
:which he executed in the: following tanner.’ © 

Th che’ firft place he animated a clan of 
swobbers. to ravage that ‘part of Job’s land 
fenrefhto them: Thefe fons of vio- 
‘tende ihftantly obeyed his orders, and Job fon 
received a very melancholy account ofthis his 
firft misfortune in words to this effect: “* As 
** your oxen were plowiiig in the fields, and 
*¢ your affes were graziag in the adjacent mea- 
“« dows, the Skbeans have made.an incurfion on 
* your. territories, and: carried away yotir fub- 
‘«. ftance along with them, having filit put every 
“© perfori to the fword, in the moft barbarous 
and inhuman manner; that were employed in 
* your fervice, except myfelf, who by flight 
*¢ have efcaped to bring you the unwelcome 
* news of fo fudden and unexpected a cala- 
“© roity.” 

This meffenger had but juft finifhed his tale 
when a fecond arrived with the melancholy ti- 
dings that there had juft happened a moft vio- 
lent fterm of hail, rainy thunder and ‘lightning, 
in the paftures where his fheep and oxen were 
inclofed ; in’ which not only the cattle, but all 
the fhepherds and herdfinen were deftroyed; and 
that he was the fole furviving perfon to acquaint 
him with this fatal difafter. 

No fooner had this fecond meffenger done 
fpeaking than a third arrived, with news that 
the Chaldeans, another clan of robbers, had 
divided themfelves into feveral parties, and 
made an inroad into avery material part of his 
territories ; that they had not only driven away 
his camels, but had flain their keepers, and that 
himfelf only was preferved to bring him the. 
melancholy intelligence. 

Before this third meffenger had quitted the 
apartment, a fourth came in with more fatal ti- 
dings than all the reft, informing him that, as 
his children were feafting according to their 
ufual cuftom, in their elder brother’s houfe, 
there arofe fuch a whirlwind all on a fudden from 
the defart, that it took away the four corners of 
the houfe f, and laid it at once in ruins; and 
that 





t Some atheiftical critics have objeCted to this circum- 
ftance, and obferved, with an air of contemptand ridicule, 
how inconfiftent it is with the courfe of nature to fuppofe 
that the wind could fmite the four. corners of the. houfe at 
the fame time. In anfwer to this, we fhall make it appear 
evident that it was a natural event, and that hurricanes of 
the like nature were frequent in the country where Job re- 
fided. The tempeft, or ftorm, here fpoken of, was one of 
thofe terrible whirlwinds which came from the wildernefs, 
that is to fay, from that part of it called, by way of emi- 
nence, Arabia-Deferta, ow it ‘is to be obferved that, by 
all 
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ghat not a:fingle: perfon efcaped 
give an: account of fo dreadéal.s' defoladiony ; 

Job heard’ che three: fiek narrations’ without 
fhewing, she leat. difcompofure- of, - mind's.’ but, 
‘this latt fo. nuffled' hivw tia, like a-tender andfin-} 
dulgent parent, he expreffed the inward anguith’ 
of his foul by his outward actions. Ta.the -firft 
place he rent his. mantle, then fhaved his ‘head,! 

_ and at length fell proftrate on the. ground. «In 
all this, however, \he:did not anfwer Satan's: ex-, 

_ pectations, for, notwithftanding this complice-, 
tion of ‘calamities,, thefe fucceffive fcenes of for-' 
row, yet he moft devoutly paid his tribute of 

' adoration to: his God ;. and, to fhew that he was. 

- perfeétly refigned: to all thefe fevere marks of 
the Divine dfpleafure,, addreffed. himfelé 20 him 

_in words to this effect: “ E am now, faid he,. 

_ but in the fame ftate and condition 1 - was.’ 
<< when I firft came into the world, and have loft 
*© no more than what I muft have parted with,. 
“* whenever it fhould pleafe the Almighty to 
© call me out of it. The Lord, though he hath 
“© bereaved me at prefent of all I had, yet he 
“< has taken from me nothing more than. what,. 
“€ in his infinite goodnefs,, he firft beftowed upon 
« me.” Lhe Lord gave, and the Lord taketh 
away bleffed be the name of the Lord. 

Thus, notwithftanding Job.was oppreffed with 
fuch a load of miferies as no mortal, it might 
be imagined, could,, with any degree of pati- 
ence, have ever borne,. yet he fuffered: not one 
indecent word to-‘proceed from, his: mouth that 
tended in the leaft either to accufe the Almighty, 

_or call his over-ruling Providence into quelittion. 

The former profperity of Job, and the great 
change which thus took place the learned Dr. 
Young has beautifully expreffed in. the following 
lines: 


Thrice happy Job long liv’d in regal ftate, 
Nor faw the fumptuous eaft a prince fo great ; 
Whofe wordly ftores in fuch abundance flow’d, 
Whofe heart with fuch exalted virtue glow’d: 
At length misfortunes take their turn to reign, 
And ills on ills fucceed ;: a. dreadful train ! 
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all the accounts of thofe who had travelled into this part of 
the world, thcfe kind of winds whirl about in a circular 
form, like eddies in the fea, and: therefore, without any mi- 
raculous operation, this might have a ftsong influence over 
every part of th “oufe at one fingle blaft. Befides, in an 
impetuous tempeit, fuch as this doubtlefs was, and fuch as 
mariners too frequently meet with in. fome particular paffa- 
ges, they are perfe€tly at a lofs to know frome what part of 


the compafs the wind blows, fince, by its violence, it pro- - 


ceeds, to all outward appearance, from every quarter of the 
~ heavens at one and the fame time. As thefe argaments how- 
ever, may not be fuffitient to convince fome unbelievers of 
the probability of fuch:a circumftance, we fhall refer them 
to a celebrated writer, who, it is very likely, may have a 
greater authority with them. than Mofes; and if we can 


produce the teftimohy of fo great an author as Virgil to” 
confirm what we have afferted, we may hope that they will ° 


acquiefce in a point which they have hitherto confidered as 
ridiculous and abfurd. For this purpofe we dircé&t them to 
the fir Encid of Virgil, where they will find the defcrip- 
tion of a Ttorm raifed by Bolusthe god of the winds, 
which is thus beautifully tranflated by the celebrated Mr. 
Dryden : : 


fEolus, after having paid his compliments to the goddefs 
to whom his fpeech is directed, proceeds to execute her com- 
mands as follows : 


He faid :—~and hurl’d againft the mountain-fide, 
His quiv’ring {pear, and all the god apply’d. 


Tua, HISTOR ¥>e0 a HOD ¥s ABs 
but himfelf to ;! 4 
i} deplorable fibAaioiy thet hoby angels 'golltien, 

+ afisin: tosstteed ' Gedisi throne} in eine ave 
ap agsoinie ofothepbrefpacthys Cofimifidss, 92. 
‘Aan ibewite! repent. 
 aad'prefénted himfelf as ene equally ready and 





2 Ales 
» Aa thart- aimeiafzer Job was ‘reduces vo mis 


ared -arMoneft: them, 
awilling t6 be exainindd in Fegard to ‘his paft con- 


dud, - Not daring, however, lto:fpeak tilt {poken 


-tos~-he: waited. till God! demanded ofthim where 


“he had. been,: and whas:lve hadidone, “Pd which 
ch@-madeia replyito thib-effede: > 4 What lhe tag 
‘ boft-na part of :histime, but had! mkew wfecond 
_circuit round the earth to find a favourdble: op. 


portunity for the execution of his power,”” The 


- Almighty then faid. to. Satan, Heft thou conhdered 
‘my, fexuant Fob, that there 15 nowe bike bim cn 


the earth, a. perfec and upright man, one that 


- feareth. God, and efcheweth evil? and fill he 


holdeth faft bis integrity, although thou moved 
me againft bim, to deftroy bint without a cauje. 
As if he had faid, “ Yow are now convinced: 
“* that the character I gave of my fervant Job 
“ was itrictly juft, and that you brought in. 
your charge againft him without the leait 
grounds, fince he ftill refolutely perfifts in 
the unwearied: exercife of his exalted virtues; 
and maintains his integrity with the fame 
ftrictnefs and fincerity as he did in his. fate of 
affluence and profperity, norwithftanding my 
affent to thofe fevere calamities which he has 
«© fo undefervedly fuffered.” 
The anfwer returned to. this by the malicious 
Satan was to the following effect: © Your 
“fervant Job continues feemingly conttant, 
‘tis true, and unmoved at prefenr, neither is 
it any great matter of woader or furprize that 
“* he does fo ;. fince any one may be faixt' to be 
‘“ rich enowgh that enjoys a perfect ftate of 
“ health ; and who would not fet down con- 
“ tented with the lofs of his effeéts,. and the 
“© lives of his children, if by thofe means he 
** could preferve his own? Do butenlarge my 
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“ commiffion, and Jet me touch him to the 


quick : 





The raging winds rufh thro’ the hollow wound,. 

And dance in air, and fkim along the ground. 

Then fettling on the fea, the furges fweep, 

Raife liquid mountains, and difclofe the deep. © 
North, South, Eatt, Weft, with: mix’d confufion roar, 
And rol! the foaming billows to the fhore. 

The cables crack, the failor’s fearful cries ? 
Afcend ; and fable night involves the ties ; ; 
And heaven itfeif is ravifh’d from their eyes, J 
Loud peals of thunder'from the poles enfug, 

Then flafhing fires the tranfient light renew : 

The face of things a frightful image bears, 

And prefent death in various forms appears. 


Though this is certainly a firflicient evidence ta confit: 


_ thofe atheifts who difbelieve the circumitance of the hows 


of Job’s fon being rent at the four corners at the fame time, 
yet itmay not be improper to add the defcription given ot 
whirlwinds, or hurricanes in. this part of the world by the 
famous Mr. Addifon : 


So, where our wide Numidian waftes extend, 
Sudden, th’ impetuous hurricanes defcend, 
Wheel thro’ the air, in circl’ing eddies play, 
Tear up the fands, and {weep whole plains away. 
The helplefs traveller, with wild furprize, : 
Sees the dry defart all around him rife, 

And fmother’d in the dutty whirlwind dies. 
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other virtues would be, by his additional af- 
flitions, ftill rendered more exemplary and il- 
luttrious, replied, Bebold, be is in thine hand : but 
fave bis life. Which was as much as to fay, ‘I 
“ now give you the fame power over his perfon, 
« as I did before over his family and effects : 
« Jnfli& whae diftemper you think fit on him, 
«© but prefume not to touch his life.” 

No fooner had Satan obtained this new com- 
miffion than, withdrawing from the Divine pre- 
fence more tranfported with pleafure than before, 
he went to purfue his mifchievous purpofe, and 
{mote Job from head to foot with fore boils, or 
a fiery ulcer, whofe malignant diftemper was 
fich an aggravation of his forrow, that it 
obliged him to fit down on a dunghill, and lay 
hold of the firft thing that came to hand (which 
happened to be a potfherd) to fcrape off the 
filch and corruption that iffued from his blains. 

Never was human nature more difguifed than 
was poor Job’s body in this loathfome condi- 
tion. His fin was ftudded with filthy fcabs and 
blotches, not arifing from any peccant humour in 
his natural conftitution, which medicines might 
correct, but inflicted by malicious policy, which 
raifed them to the higheft extremity of pain, that 
thereby he might, if poffible, be induced to 
defpair and blafpheme his God. Nor were his 
pains fhort or intermitting, like fits and pangs, 
but of long continuance. And what greatly 
increafed his mifery was, the naftinefs of ‘his 
diftemper, which rendered him net only odious 
to himfelf, but loathfome to others; for not 
only his relations and friends abandoned him, 
but hkewife his very menial fervants, fo that he 
was lett deftitute of allhuman affittance. Thus 
he, who but a fhore time before was the 
greatelt man in his country, in whole prefence 
the young men were afraid to appear, and before 
whorn the aged ftood up; to whom princes paid 
the greateft reverence, and nobles in humble 
filence admired, is now divefted of all grandeur, 
fits mourning on a bed of dirt, and, inftead of 
royal apparel, is covered with the moft loathfome 
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* This unexpected attack from Jcb’s wife, it may rea- 
fonably be fuppofed, took place at the inftigation of the 
Tempter, who had, perhaps, affumed {ome agreeable ferm, 


and perfuaded her, that the beit way to put a pesiod to her. 


forrows would be, to perfuade her hufband to blafpheme 
God: that there wanted nothing more to deprive him of 
life; for that the confequence of fuch an aét of impiety 
Would certainly produce his immediate diffolution. He might 
likewife add, that it was Job’s fecret fins that had brought 
jo many, and fuch great calamities upon him: that the Al- 
mighty had showered down his vengeance upon him, in or- 
der to force him to difcover his hypocrify ; and that, when 
he had fo done, God would either deprive him entirely of 
life, or reflore him to his former itate of -health. Thefe in- 
Stigations might work ftrongly with Job’s wite, who is repre- 
fented to have been a difcreet and virtuous woman. If this 
was the cafe (as there is great reafon to think it was) confe- 
quently the greater affliGion muit ic be to Job to find that 


the believed him guilty of hypocrif, and diffimulation ; and_ 


0 bear her periuading him to what bis foul abhorred, to dif- 
33 


The Almighty, well knowing that-all Job's 
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quick: let me but. once Jay ay hand spon { 
« his body, and: I will engage the hypocrite will | 

oon unin yeu wil find that’ he | 
will ‘renounce, your Providence; and ungrate- | 
fully treat.you for all your former bene- ; 
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fores and ulcers. He, who was but the other 
day the delight of mankind, is now become the 
fouleft of objects; and a very dunghill upon a 
dunghill: All keep at a frightful diftance, and 
with horror behold: him as a moft loathfome 
monfter. 

To add, if it were poffible, to the mifery of 

Job, inthis diftreffed ftate, his wife, from whom, 
more than all the world, he might reafonably ex- 
pect the moft comfortable affiftance, inftead of 
pitying him in his deplofable condition, treated 
him with the utmoft fcorn and contempt, and 
profanely reproached him in words to this effect: 
** Thou doating devotee, how I deteft thy hy 
pocrify! How vain are all thy affected pray= 
ers! What, I befeech you, have they pro- 
cured you, but one continued feries of for- 
rows ? Will you ftill feem perverfely righteous ? 
Be wife for once, and know your own intereft, 
Bid defiance to him in whom you have put fo 
much truft, and, by one refolute act, put a 
period to a life that is not worth prefer- 
ving *.” : 
This blafphemous and perverfe fpeech was, 
doubtlefs, no finall aggravation to Job’s ago: 
nizing pains; and notwithftanding her words 
cut him to the heart, yet he uttered no indecént 
expreffion, no murmur or complaint againft God, 
On account of his extreme fufferings; but, on 
the contrary, not only feverely reprimanded his 
evil counfellor, by telling Ler that fhe talked: 
like arath, thoughtlels and fooiith woman; but 
pioufly added thereto, that nothing ought ever 
to be taken ill at God’s hands, and that the more 
good men received, the lefs reafon had they to 
complain when they were vifited by any fudden 
calamity. Thou /peck ff, fad he, es one of the 
fooli{h women [pecketh: what! fhal we receive 
good at the hand of Gel, and foail we not receive 
evtl ? 

In the parts adjacent to Job’s territories dwelt 
three of his very intimate acquaintance, namely, 
Eliphaz the Temaniie, Bildad the Shuhice, and 
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' Zophar the Naamathire ¢, all perfoas of ditt 


tinction, and univerfally admired for their pro- 
found wiidon. Viele three, hearing of their 
friend’s fad calamity, left their retpective feats, 
and meeting at a place appointed, went together 
the next day in order to concole with him, and, 
if poflibie, to alleviate his torrows by their whole- 
fome admonitions. 


nt re lh oceania pmsasinie tenner 


honour God and his own integrity. T’omeect with reproach 
from thofe from whom we hope for comfort muft certainly 
be more piercing than even the moft acute bedily pains. ‘The 
Pfalmift has. moit beautifully expreft the uneafinefs and difa 
quietude of his mind, when he once laboured under the 
ungrateful deportment of Qne, whom we may reafonably 
fuppofe was as hear and dear to him, as this woman was to 
Job. lt és not, fays he, ax open enemy that has done me this 
difoonour,, for then I could have borne tt; neither was it mine 
adverfary that did magnify himfelf againft me; fer then perad~ 
venture 1 avould have bid myfelf frombim: but it was cven then, 
my companion, riy pride, aud mine own familiar friend. 

¢ itis the opinion. of the et doétors, and the Septua- 
gint agree with them, that thefe three perfons were kings, 


| or chief rulers, and had the government of thole pa.ts of 


the couatry where they lived.” Ic is likewife evident, from 
fcriptare, thac they were men of illyftrions birth, and that 
they were particularly diftinguifhed, int that age, for their 
gicat witdom acd knowledge. 
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moft confummate mifery; they were fhocKed: to | 


that degree, that they fuddenly ftasted back, and }{ 


for fome time ftood aghaft as if they had beheld 
afpectre. After a little recovering themfelves, 
and again looking at him, they burft into tears, 
rent their garments, and threw duft into the air, 
which, defcending on their heads, expreffed the 
confufion they were in, to find him fo disfigured 
by his noifome boils that they could fcarely be 
convinced he was the man they looked for. How- 
ever, when they had taken a more perfeét and 
nearer view of him, they fat down on the earth 
at fome diftance from him; and feeing him in 
fo difconfolate a condition, they never offered, 
for feven days and nights fucceffively, to utter 
one fingle word ; nor did they make the attempt, 
till time (which occafions an alteration in all 
things) had caufed fome abatement of their 
friénd’s forrow, as well as their own. 

This diftreffed fcene cf Job and his three 
triends, at their firft interview, is thus beauti- 
fully and concifely defcribed by the celebrated 
Dr. Young: 


What now but deaths, and poverty and wrong, 
‘The fword wide wafting, the reproachful tongue, 
And fpotted plagues that mark’d his limbs all o’er 
So thick with pains, they wanted room for more? 
A change fo fad what mortal heart could bear? 
Exhautted woe had left him nought to fear, 

But gave him all to grief : low earth he preft, 
Wept in the duft, and forely finote his breatt, 
His friends around the deep afflition mourn’d 
Felt all his pangs, and groan for groan return’d ; 
Jn anguifh of their hearts their mantles rent, 
And feven long days in folemn filence fpent. 


When the feven melancholy days and nights 
were expired, Job, being overwhelmed with 
forrow, and finding that his friends had been 
altogether filent, without adminiftering the leaft 
ray of comfort, could no longer contain himfelf, 
but broke out into the moft paffionate complaints 
again{t the day of his birth, with fervent withes 
for his deliverance from a life dragged on in pain 
and milery. Thefe complaints and wifhes are 
contained in the third chapter, the whole of which 
has been thus paraphrafed by a very celebrated 
writer: 


Curft be the day when firtt I view'd the light, 
And curs’d again be that unfriendly night 
When firftmy form to mortal fight was fhown, 
When firft my birth to glad’ning friends was known: 
Curtt be the time with more than Stygian gloom, 
. And death's dark fhadows be its lonely doom. 
- Jet not th’ Almighty from his throne on high, 
On thofe void minutes caft a gracious eye ; 
Yet them receive an everlafting blor, 
trom others lic unnotic’d and forgot, 
Becaufe they gave my birth no juft reftrainr, 
“Nor drew the veil o’er forrow’s fad complaint, 
Why dy’d I not ere nature gave me ‘fight, 
Or brought the flruggling infant into light? 
Why did the breafts prevent my parting breath, 
Or knees oppole the giddy fwoons of death ? 
Then had L been by no fad woes opprefs’d, 
But in deep flumber took eternal rett ; 
. With kings and rulers long before expir’d, 
Who, fick of life, had to the duft retir’d. 
With princes, who in fhining hoards excell’d, 
Or births, which parents never yet beheld 2 
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As foon as they came near the’place, and - faw | 
their afflicted friend fitting ona dynghill. inthe } 
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_ The weary reff;. the-txqubled.aperatpoape.! >. 

‘Phe prisiness: caer broken. Salas ef 

Still unoppréf'd, ard Rill unus’d to weep. 
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‘ Phere fate alike’ to’ mortal ‘tace is juft, * 2 Ae 
- Fhere high, thérélow, lie mould’ring in the dug. 
Why lives to weep the fadly tortur’d fowl, 
"To fuck-the dregs:of .life’s.unfriesdly bow! ? 
Why. for too partial death :dges man complain, 
Why. call fo oft, and why fo oft in vain? — 
Why ’mongft the fons of bappinefs is found, . 
The wretch whom God with woes'Has hedg’a 
around? = # + © eas é 
For fwelling cares at firft'approacti of morn, 
Like tarrents rage,-unable to be borne; ‘ 
And thofe which &ll’d me oft with tim’rous dread, 
Like burfting thunders crackle o’er my head. 
Scarce happy days,.or joycus times I knew, 
Or pleafure’s land{capes open’d to my view ; 
When Safety fetting, robb’d me of its right, 
And woe’s pale eve brought on the {hades of night, 


-Fliphaz the Temanite (who was the mo able 
orator of Job’s three friends) having liftened, 
with no fmall concern, at his impatient, and 
as he thought) blafphemous execrations, could 
no longer refrain from fpeaking, and thercfore, 
(together with his two companions) going clofe 
to the {pot where he fat, admonifhed him for his 
conduct in words to this effect : 

“< We came, friend Job, to alleviate your 
forrows, if poffible, by condoling with you in 
the fofteft terms ; but you have, contrary to 
our expectations, fhewed your impatience and 
inquietude to fo fhameful a degree, and caft 
fuch audacious reflections on the Almighty. (of 
whom you have always fpoken till now with 
the moft profound and reverential awe) that in- 
ftead of pouring balm into your wounds, my 
language, perhaps, may, like the probe, only 
ageravate your pains for the prefent. But who 
can refrain from vindicating the Divine Juf- 
tice, and ufing his beft endeavours to fet an er- 
ring friend in the right way ? We readily acknow- 
ledge, that your wife inftructions have given 
great relief to the afflicted, and made the feeble 
trong ; that fuch as have mourned and_ been 
overwhelmed with forrows, have found your 
friendly advice, like an healing balfam, mitigate 
their pains; that your pious exhortations have 
confirmed many in their conftancy and. refigna- 
tion to the Divine will; but now, fince ’tis your 
turn to undergo the fufferer’s part, it vifibly ap- 
pears, by your unjuftifiable murmurs and com- 
plaints, that ’tis much more cafy to give good 
counfel than to receive it; to recommend the 
afflicting rod, than to bear it; you have now 
almoft convinced us, that your views were all 
mean and mercenary, and that you ferved God 
in hopes only of fome recompence or reward. 


_Give but yourfelf the leaft time for reflection, 
‘and you-will find that the innocent and virtuous 


were never plunged in fuch an abyfs. of woes 
(like yours) as were beyond all hopes of cure: 
they never bear the marks of the Divine ven- 
geance to fo fevere.a dezree. They are often- 
times chaftifed, indeed, and kindly corrected by 
the hand of Providence, but never totally de- 
ftroyed. A truly upright perfon was never known 
to be undone, beyond recovery, as you appear 
to be. He that delights to fow iniquity. fhall. 


inevitably fee a rueful harveft of deftruétion, 
: “ Tholigh 


CHAR. Vil. 
« Though 1 would not. boaft:.of receiving 
any celeftial intelligence, yet, to convince you 
fill farther of your-error, liftgn with patience to 
what I was fecretly informed by an heayenly nief- 
ger. Le oe) Le Be FP cs mhie fee ee 
feng One nighe, as 1 way lying on my beds I 
faw a vifion that ftruck me with a reverential 
horror: my hair ftiffened, as it were, at the un- 
ufual apparition, and my joints wembled with a 
fear that was irrefiftible. And notwithftanding 
I {aw plainly a corporeal fubftance ftand before 
me, yet I cannot defcribe the form and fhape 
diftinctly it affumed, through the confufion:and 
flutter which my fpirits then were in. There 
was, for fome time, a profound filence, bur at 
length I heard a voice utter, with all the delibe- 
ration imaginable, words to this effect: Shall 
any finite creature (faid he) dare to be more 
righteous than the fovereigin Lord of heaven 
and earth? Shall any mortal man prefume to 
vie with -his Maker in regard to his purity and 
erfection ? Since the Almighty charges even 
Kis angels with folly, and fince the archangels 
themfelves bow down and blubh before him, fhall 
a mere man contend with his Maker, and en- 
deavour to juftify his inndcence and conduct 
before him ? Shall a mere man, I fay, aét with 
fuch a confummate affurance, whofe habitation is 
nothing more than a houle of clay, and whofe 
foundation is in the duft, and liable to be de- 
ftroyed by the meaneft infe&t? Thoufands perifh 
every day, and their fall excites no manner of 
wonder or regard. In vain they fly for fuccour 
to their immenfe riches and their extenfive power; 
for, as they lived, fo they die in their folly. 

« Correct, therefore, friend Job, thy rath 
difcourfe, and never more pretume to reflect on, 
or arraign the juftice of thy Maker. ‘Though 
foie foolith perfons, itis probable, may approve 
of your conduct, and ftart bolt objections againit 
heaven, on feeing you in this noft melancholy 
and deplorable condition; though my words, 
perhaps, may have no influence or effect over 
you, yet confult with the moft pious, and fuch 
as are more diftinguifhed for their wifdom than 
U dare pretend to:-enquire, I fay, of whom you 
pleafe, nay, even of an angel, if any one will 
condefcend to converfe with you, and you will 
find the purport of his anfwer to be this: that 
God, in his own due time and way, makes 
the wicked, and thofe who ob:tinately perfift in 
an open violation of his commandments, feel 
with horror and amazement the weight of his 
Divine vengeance, This pofition is fo true and 
certain, that I have foretold the deftruction of 
the ungodly man, even whilft hé feemed moft 
fecure of every temporal blefling that his heart 
could with for: nay, I have predicted the down- 
fall of his very children. Juftice, I have ob- 
ferved, never fails, in proceis of time, to lay 
faft hold of them, and very feldom, if ever, fuf~ 
fers one to efcape. The hungry leaped over 
their moft thorny fences, and enjoyed the fruits 
of their labours. The fpoilers came, and with- 
out mercy made incurfions upon them, ranfacked 
a habitations, and laid wafte all their fruitful 
ands, 

“ Though affliions, it is true, {pring’ not 
from the duft, neither are they to be aicribed 
to any earthly caufes, which are the inftruments 
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only. of the Almighty’s -vengearice; yet. man- 
kind, when they have offended their Maker, as nar 

urally meet with forrow and diftrefs, as the rivers 
fall into the oceanjor as the fparks mount upwards 
to.the fkies. This is the fad portion which in- 
jured heaven has affigned to. the whole race of 
Adam,. ever fince his firft tranfgreffion; and 
therefore Job, was your cafe my own, I would 
agerefs myfelf with all humility to the throne 
of grace, adore God's infinite perfections, and; 
in a word, fall proftrate before him, and fue for 
mercy: for his ways are dark and intricate, his 
fecrets are paft man’s finding out; his Provi- 
dence, when leaft underftood, is moft merciful, 
and ever juit, and keeps our thoughts in endlefs 
admiration. Hie hangs his clouds, and forms 
his rain-drops, in a mould unknown to us: he 
pours his waters in profufion on the hills; and 
in the vales, his fofter, more prolific fhowers, by 
which the poor grow rich, and by which he 
wipes off the tears from the mourner’s cheek : 
whilit, on the other hand, he entangles the man 
of craft, defeats the evil-counfclHor, and blafts 
his moft deep concerted defigns. He carns the 
ftateman’s art againit binfell, and countermines 
the politician's proj.¢t: he often, by interpofing 
mifts, oabfcures their fight, makes them Jofé 
their way, aid inagine it to be night when it is 
only noon-cay. We guards the poor from the 
oppreffor’s wrongs, and fecures the weak from 
thoie who would otherwife overpower them. No 
one, thefore, however injured, thould defpairs 
as there may be hopes juftly entertained that God 
will fave hin, and ftop the mouth of proud in- 
juilice. 

«© Since then, friend Job, the man is. happy 
that tecis the {mart of God’s correcting hand, 
dont you defpife it; imagine you are favoured 
when you arg chattencd; let no defpoading 
thoughts perplex your mind, for he that made 
the wound will make it whole : he will deliver 
you, in time, from all the numerous woes that 
now furround you, and change your fcene of 
mifery to joy: if you will buc acquiefce, and 
perfevere with patience, he will protect you with 
a paternal care, both in the day of famine and 
of battle. The poifon of the moft malignant 
tongue fhall never blaft your reputation, and 
you fhall be fecure, though all the adjacent coun- 
tries fhall be laid wafte around you. You fhall 
be fearlefs and undaunted when the wild beafts, 
half famifhed, quit their dens in queft of prey: 
the foil, however barren before, fhall bring forch 
its fruits in plenty for your ule, and wherever 
you are, nothing fhall deftroy them: wherever 
you pitch your tent, there fhall you reft in fafe- 
ty; and when you fettle your accounts, your 
fubftance will be found to anfwer all your ex- 
pectations. Your offspring fall prove as num» 
berlefs as the fands of the fea-fhore, or blades of 
grafs in the moft verdant meadow, notwith{tand- 
ing you are childiefs at prefent, and as deftitute 
of all things as the trees are of Jeaves in the 
depth of winter, And when death, who is ever 
watchful, fhall look for his harveft, and fee 
you ripe with age, he fhall cut down your bend- 
ing ftalk as gently as poffible, and lay you low 
in the grave; juft as the hufbandman depofits 
his corn into the garner, when-it is fit for ga- 
thering. 

* Thefey 
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“© Thefe, friend Job, are aba tale ‘truths? 
I have weighed them well, and ‘know them to 
be fach. Remember, therefore, what: I- have 
told you, and be affured that, from fuch re- 
flections, there is not the leaft doubt but you 
will find immediate confolation.” _ 

This warm difcourfe from Eliphaz was far 
from convincing Job that his conduct was fo im- 
peachable as his friend had reprefented. In- 
ftead of lamenting the execrations he lad made 
on his birth-day, he endeavonred to juftify, and, 
as through the angwifh of his foul, he then wifhed 
mott devoutly for the day of his diffolution, 
and thereby a final period to his forrows, fo 
he now renewed that wifh with equal fervency. 
The fubftance of the anfwer he made to Ehi- 
phaz, in vindication of his conduét, was to the 
following effect : 

“Oh, (faid he) that my grtef was once 
thrown into a balance, and all my afflictions were 
weighed againftit! Oh, that fome lefs partial 
judge than yourfelf would determine my wnhap- 
py cafe, and pronounce whether my complaints 
bear any proportion to my agonizing pains! for 
then he would ingenuoufly acknowledge that 
the fands of the feawere buta trivial weight in 
compariton to the maffy burthen under which I 
tabour. Unutterable groans torment my foul ; 
nor is it in the power of words. to paint my 
woes. Itis eafy, indeed, for you, who are free 
from care and pain, who live in peace and plenty, 
not to mutmer or repine. Is the wild afs dif- 
pleated when he grazeth in the verdant meadow ? 
Or does the ox low with difcontent while he 
itands hovering over his fodder? But were you 
to feel the weight of my diftrefs, your groans 
would be proportionate to mine; your forrows 
would fwell to as high atide. Is there any one 
can take the leatt pleafure in wnfavoury meats ? 
What tafte is there in the white of anegg ? Who 
would not afk for a few grains of falt to render 
tt alittle lefs infipid? Ilow much more juftly 
then may I petition for fomething to make my 
bitter potion palatable? I, who am at prefent 
reduced to that excefs of grief, that I have no- 
thing to fupport me under fuch uncharitable im~- 
putations as yours are; imputatroms which my 
foul abhors ‘To fuch an amazing height are 
my troubles rifen; fuchis the weight of my un- 
utterable woe; my foul is driven to fuch an ex- 
tremity, that I mut {till implore the Divine 
goodnets to grant me the requeft F fo earneftly 
defire, to thew fome bowels of compaffion, and, 
in fhort, by onedecifive itroke, to let me enjoy 
death, which I now thirft after more than ever. 
I would extend my arms to bid him welcome, 





* "This is certainly a moft beautiful fimilicude, or repre- 
fentation, of the treacherous and deceitful deportment Job 
conceived of his three friends. —Mr. Addifon fays, Man is 
fubjeét to innumerable pains and forrows by the very con- 
dition of his fytem ; and yet, as if nature had not fown 
evils cnough in life, we are contimually adding grief to 
grief, and aggravating the common calamity by our cruel 
treatment of each other. Every man’s natural weight of 
affliction is SHH made more heavy by the envy, malice, trea- 
chery, orinjuilice of his neighbour. At the fame time that 
the ftorm beats upon the whole {pecies, we are falling foul 
of each other.—In the apocryphal treatife, entitled, Te 
Wifitom of the Son of Sérach, we find the behaviour of a wens 
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: ‘BSdox ty’ 
and hug the ghaftly monarch to my: bofom. His 
pretence would fupport me‘tmder ‘the 'moft. ago? 
hizing pains: the sot hts:that my -Hfé- wag -neat 
at an ehd would appeafe my” ‘anguiflr’:‘T wodtd 
then fhew an undaunted ccurage, and ‘depart 
With joy, as being confcious that F have'ndr been 
guilty of any known or wilful fin, “whereby 
to draw down the vengeance of heaven ‘on “my 
devoted head. What is: my ftrength, alas, and 
how abfurd would it be for me to live in hopes 
of better days? Whatis my end’? ‘Where is my 
period fet when I fhalf figh no moré? “Oh, that 
the blow was ftruck! fince to prolong my life is 
but an agpravation to my mifery. 

* I was in hopes (continued Job) your 
friendly admonition would have relieved me, and 
once imagined that your difcourfes would have 
alleviated my forrows; but, by your miftake of 
my diftemper, inftead of affvaging my grief, 
you haveonly inflamed it. Am Ff, think you, 
as infenfible as the moft impenetrable marble? 
Are alk my mutcles compofed of brafs, that I 
fhould not invoke death to eafe me of my toad 
of forrow? Do not imagine, Eliphaz, that my 
reafon is difturbed, that I ain driven to defpair, 
and totally regardlets of what I fay and do: yet, 
were that my moft deplorable cafe, a friend 
fhould fhew fome pity and compaftion for one 
in fuch diftrefs as ¥ am: and doubtlefs you 
would have been, in fome meafure concerned 
for me, had you the fear of God before your 
eyes, ordid you but once reffect, that he could 
caft you down, hike me, with equal eafe. My 
friends, I find, prove as deceitful as the ftream 
of fuch brooks as are formed by the hafty rains, 
and blackened with the ice and {now which fall 
from the hills with a prodigious noife, and rol? 
along the vales. ‘They promife water, tis true ; 
but as foon as fummer comes they are dry; they 
are fo perfectly vanifhed, that you can fearce 
difcern the leaft footftep of the courte im which 
they ran. Fhe people of Tema and Shebz 
expected to have quenched their thirft at plea- 
fure where once they obferved fuch a confluence 
of water; but, alas, they were moft thame- 
fully difappointed, and blufhed to think, that 
they fhould be fo weak as to build their hopes 
of fuccour on fuch precariaus ftreams*. Juit 
fuch are you, who, feeing my calamity, defert 
me. Why do you {tare fo, and thus gaze on 
me at adiftance? Is it my difeafe that oecafions 
this eftrangement? Are you afraid that I fhall 
infe&t you, that you feem in fach a confterna- 
tion? Are you apprehenfive that 1 fhall beg 
your charitable affiftance under my prefeat mil- 
fortunes ?: Did Iever implore you to relieve my 
wants # 





cherous and felf-interefted friend thus beautifully deferibed: 
‘* If thou wouldft get (fays he) a friend, prove him firit, 
and be not hafty to credit him: for fome man isa friend for 
his own occafion, and will not abide in the day of. thy tov- 
ble ; and there is a friend, who, being turned to-enmity and 
ftrife, will difcover thy reproach.”* On this fubjeét there is 
a very itriking paflage in Ovid, the tranflation of which russ 
thas: 


Thofe, who the various gifts.of fortune gain, 

A theufand fawning, flattering friends obtain : 
But if the goddefs trown.,. thote friends no more 
Regard the idol they ador’d before. 
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wants? Did I ewer defire to be delivered out 
of the hands of the oppreffor at your expence ? 
But notwithf{tanding this appeal, } would not 
have you imagine that I look down with an eye 
of contempt on any of your admonitions. No; 
Iam ready and willing to liften to any charge 
that you may juttly lay againft me, and fhall, 
with all imaginable fincerity and gratitude, be 
thankful for any better information. Truth, 
indeed, isirrefiftible, but all your reprehenfions 
have no manner of influence or effect. All your 
pride and ambition is to play the orator; but 
in vain'do you ftudy the moft artful terms to 
drive me into defpair. Nay, you prefs hard upon 
me, who am too much dejected already, and 
alrogether defencelefs ; in fhort, you devife 
counfel againft your friend in the moft barba- 
rousand inhuman manner. Have I uttered any 
thing hitherto that has deferved this fevere 
treatment at your hands? I cannot think myfelf 
fo blind, fo partial to myfelf; I cannot imagine 
that my judgment is fo debafed, or that my 
tafte is fo bad and undiftinguifhed, as not to per- 
ceive thefe your words are all mifapplied, and will 
never be able to ftand the teft of impartial 
truth.” 

Here Job made a fhort paufe, and then re- 
fumed his difcourfe in words to this effect: 
«© Man’s life, faid he, has a determined period 
by the irrevocable and fixed decree of the Al- 
mighty: hisdays will expire at the appointed 
time like thofe of an hireling. Does not the 
weary peafant wifh for the approach of evening, 
at which time he knows that his toil and fatigue 
will be over, and that at laft he fhall receive the 
fruits of his labour? Why then fhall 1 be de- 
barred from praying for reft and death, fince 
life to me is a perfect burthen? I pafs each tedi- 
ous day in lingering woes, and, .when night 
comes, that prompts all nature to reft, I find no: 
mitigation of my forrow. Even then, whilft 
others fleep, dark gloomy thoughts perplex my 
mind, and my gpriefs, if poffible, become more 





t It is evident, from the defcription Job gives of his great 
uncafinefs during the nights, that if he had any fleep, in 
itead of its giving him any refrefhment, it was of the moft 
terrifying nature. Such fleep is occafioned by thick vapours, 
or grofs fumes afcending from the ftomach to the brain, 
which clofe, or lock up, the fenfes; and the ftronger and 
thicker fuch fumes ur vapours are, the more liable the per- 
fon is to be terrified and difturbed. ‘There are feveral reafons 
to he given why people in general are frequently perplexed 
in their fleep with difagreeable dreams. Firft, dreams are 
fometimes caufed cither by intemperate eating or drinking, 
or from the indifpofition of the body through ficknefs or ago- 
nizing pains; and from hence more particularly did Job’s 
shocking dreams arife. Secondly there is a moral caufe of 
dreams, the cares and difquietudes which a man meets with 
an the day frequently affeéting his imagination in the night, 
Thirdly, there are diabolical dreams, and of fuch Job pa- 
thetically complains : Thou fearef me with dreams, and ter- 
rife? me through vifions. “But it was the malicious Satan. 
who made this addition to. poor Job’s punifhment ; and, by 
taking advantage of his deplorable ftate and condition, ftirred 
the grofs humours of his body up into his brains, out of. 
which his fancy formed the moft hideous apparitions. 

The nature and caufe of dreams is beautifully. defcribed 
by the celebrated Mr. Dryden, from whom it may not be 
amProper to infert the two following paflages : 


All dreams, as in old Galen I have read, 

Are from repletion and complexion bred : 

From rifing fumes of indigetted food, 

And pono humours.that infeét the blood. 
2 
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outrageous than by day, A-thoufand times I 
turn from fide to fide, but all in vain; the tor- 
tures l endure are ftill unutterablet. With long- 
ing eyes I look for break of day; but, when it 
comes; ‘tis joylets all, My flefh is cloathed 
with loathfoine worms, and every limb I have is 
crufted o’er with putrefaction: | Hopelefs my 
days in quick fucceffion move, juft as the fhurrle 
traverfes the loom. In tender compafiion, then, 
O Lord, to my inceffant griefs, remember that 
life outflies the wind, which, when ’tis paffed, 
can never be recalled. One frown of thine wil] 
atoncecrufh me toatoms. I die atonce, as one 
that’s ftruck with lightning. As clouds, when 
once they are diffolved, can never more repair 
their loft connection; fo he that once defcends 
into the grave will never more refume his for- 
mer vigour: he fhall never more enjoy his former 
habitation, or vifit his neighbours from the filent 
grave. 

“¢ Since life, therefore, muft one time or 
other ceafe, fince death muft come at lait, Dll 
not refrain from praying for compaffion, for 
fome repofe and eate, ora releafe from lite. As 
grief is bold, my cries fhall give my forrows 
vent : expoftulations and complaints fhall give 
fome eafe to my afflicted foul. Am I, O Lord, 
a wild impetuous flood, that thou art forced ta 
watch me, and keep me thus in bounds? AmI 
a whale, a monfter of the fea, that thou fhouldit 
bind me thus in fetters ? If wifhed-for death 
may not at once relieve me, yet I might hope, 
at leaft, from fleep to find fome intermiffion : 
but if my eyes be ever clofed in flumbers, even 


then fuch horrid vifions ftand before me, that I 


had rather die than bear the fhock. As life, 
therefore, is an infufferable load, is loathfome, 
and the object of my deteftation, let me alone 
to die. Why fhould I live thus long in linger- 
ing torments?, Oh, what is man, that God 
fhould condefcend to try his ftrength? Is he 
worthy of thy notice, or thy blow, tlat thou 

fhouldit 





The yellow gall that in the ftomach floats, 

Engenders various vitionary thoughts. 

When choler overflows, then dreams are bred 

Of flames, and all the family of red ; 

Red dragons, and red beafts in fleep we view ; 

For humours are diflinguifh’d by their hue. 

From hence we dream of wars and warlike things, 

And wafps and hornets with their double wings. 

Cholcr aduft congeals our blood with fear, 

Then black bulls tofs us, and black devils tear. 

In fanguine, airy dreams, aloft we bound ; 

With rheums oppres’d, we fink in rivers drown’d. 

More IJ cou’d fay, but thus conclude my theme ; 
' The dominating humour makes the dream. 


In another place he fays, 


‘Dreams are but interludes, which fancy makes, 
When monarch reafon fleeps, the mimic wakes : 
Compounds a medley of disjointed things, 

A court of coblers, and a mob of kings: 
Light fames are merry, groffer fumes are {ad ; 
Both are the reafonable foul run mad. 

And many monftrous forms in fleep we fee, 
That neither were, nor are, nor e’er can be. 
Sometimes forgotten things long caft behind,’ 
Rufh forward in the brain, and come to mind. 
Sometimes we but rehearfe a former play, 
The night reftores our aétions done hy day, 
Ashounds in fleep will ae for their prey. 
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fhouldft fet thyfelf againft him? ‘Wilt thou'en- 
gage thy power againft aworm? Is poor, weak 
man a proper object of thy anger? Give me 
fome little refpite: give me, O Lord, fome 
eafy moments. Oh, fpare a wretch that has not 
Yong to live. I acknowledge my guilt; I am 
overwhelmed with fhame, and confcious, O thou 
obferver of men, that I] can make thee no man- 
ner of compenfation. Can I] implore thy aid in 
vain? I know that all thy chaftifements are 
forced ; that mercy is thy darling attribute. Why, 
then, haft thou fec me as a mark againft thee ? 


If I am the peculiar obje& of thy difpleafure, | 


why doft thou not remove me out of thy fight ? 
Fain would I lay my burthen down and die. O 
Lord, forgive the mighty debt of all my guilt, 
and, though my fins are great, remember mercy.” 

The apologies and obfervations of Job iu vin- 
dication of his conduct made very little, if any 
impreffion on his friends; for no fooner hid he 
finifhed his complaints than another of his vifi- 
tors, namely, Bildad the Shuhite continued the 
difpute, and feverely reprehended himin words 
to this efeé&: © How long wilt thou break the 
bounds of ;.atience; and how durit thou expot- 
tulate thus perverfely with thy maker? Canft 
thou impioufly imagine that the fovereign Lord 
of heaven and earth will a€t with partiality, and 
pafs too fevere a fentence upon thee? Or that 
He, who wants nothing from thee, will deviate 
from the mott exact rules of juftice? Is it not 
reafonable to fuppofe that thy rebellious children 
had highly provoked the Divine Majelfty, 
from the fudden and unforefeen vengeance 
which he took upon them? Is it not equally 
reafonable to think, that if (inftead of murmur- 
ing and repining after this fhameful and unwar- 


rantable manner) thou wouldef, with a contrite | 


heart, implore his grace and favour, acknow- 
ledge his perfect juftice, and add but purity of 
heart to thy prayers, he would exert his power 
for thyYupport, and reftore thy family to its 
prifline fplendor? I am fully perfuaded that, 
poor asthou art at prefent, thy fub{tance would 
foon increafe, and thou wouldef be as immenfely 
rich as ever thou waft before thefe heavy cala- 
mities fell down with fuch weight upon thee. I 
do not, however, defire that thou fhouldett en- 
tirely depend upon my word: No; take thy 
inflructions from thofe who are gone before us; 
and make the ftriéteft enquiries into the moft au- 
thentic and moit antient hiltories, which will, 
doubtlefs, not only fet thee right in this impor~ 
tant debate, but will fhew from repeated obfer- 
vations, for many ages, the truth of all thefe 
maxims which I] have advanced. Asa rufh that 
rears its head in a watery meadow withers away 
for want of proper foil and moifture, and con- 
feguently requires not the hand of the mower to 
cut it down, whilft the leffer plants, that for a 
time envied its hafty growth ftand furprized at fo 
fudden and unexpected an alteration ;. juft fo the 


beauty of an ungodly man is at once blafted,, 


who has laid no folid foundation for its long con- 
tinuance ; who has neglected his God (without 
whofe bleffing no one can poffibly prove long 
fuccefsful) who can with eafe difcern the moft 
fubtIe hypocrite, and will moft affuredly defeat 
his hopes, and prevent him from the attainment 
of that happinefs he fo eagerly purfues. 


THE 






|} mighty. 


He 
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may; if he pleafes, flatter himfelf, that alt hi, 
undertakings will be crowried with fuceefs, by, 
then his difappointment will only prove fo much 
the greater; for the thing whereomhe places his 
dependence is weaker than the fpider’s web. Fa, 
may vainly imagine that his family is fo itluftris 
ous and powerful that it will fupport him; but 
he will find his houfe will fink, and fruftrate ay 
his expectations. He may poffibly ‘endeayout 
to ftrengthen it by repeated alliances, but he 
fhall find even thofe but fruitlefs props: nay. 
farther, he may {eem, to all outward appearance. 
not only in the eyes of the world, butin his 
own partial thoughts cf himfelf, to be be like 4 
tree that fpreads its fruitful branches over a fihé 
gard; whofe interweaving roots have twifteg 
round the itunes in folid ground, and whofe tof, 
licad raifes, itfelf above the moft ftarély build. 
ings: yet, when the Almighty is pleafed to blat 
him, and pluck him up by the roots, his ver 
name fhall be forgotten, and nota foul thall re~ 
coileé&t that fuch a perfon had refided in the 
place. No better thanthis is the pleafure that 
the wicked take in their moft protperous ftate ; 
whilft others again fhall fhoot up in their ftead. 
and flourifth out of duft. It isa never-failine 
maxim that God will néver rcjeét the perfeét 
man; nor can the wicked ever hope, with any 
good grounds, for his aid and aMittance. From 
hence, friend Job, we may draw this certain con. 
clufion; that thou art not ftrictly virtuous, fince 
the Almighty is pleafed to abandon thee to thy 
defpair If thou wilt not return to him, inevit- 
able deftruction is thy doom: but, on the other 
hand, if thou art convinced of thy evil ways, 
and art determined to amend, he will reftore 
thee to thy former ftate of health and_ power, 
encreafe the number of thy friends, and multi- 
ply thy poffeffions to fuch a degree, chat thy 
delight thall glow upon thy cheeks, and thou 
fhalt burft our into joyful acchamations. Thoft 
who reviled thee, and curfed thy habitation, 
fhall blufh for fhame; they fhall be confounded 
to fee thee reftored to thy former ftate of peace 
and profperity, In the mean time inevitable 
deftruction fhall efface the wicked man and all 
his impious progeny.” 

In the fpcech Job made in anfwer to Bildad, 
he acknowledged the former part of his dii- 
courfe was well conduéted; and, like a truly 


| pious and devout man, adored the juftice, un- 


erring wifdom, and abfolute power of the Al- 


ledged himfelf altogether incapable of dif- 
puting with his Maker, or juftifying himfelf in 
his prefence, and for that reafon he relied wholly 
on his infinite mercy and goodnefs, However, 
he boldly afferted (in oppofition to what his 


He then, with all humility, acknow- - 


two friends had maintained) thar God, for wie | 


and juft ends beft known to himfelf, -affiicted 
thefe who were ftricHy virtuous, and high 
his favour, as well as thofe who were abandontd 
wretches and an abomination to his fight; an 
thar, on the other han:|, he permitted foms 


who indulged themfelvces in all manner of victs | 


to meet with fuccefs in all their worldly ut 
dertakings, and flourifh to the laft moment 0 
their lives.. He then fpoke to this effet: “ As 


for my part, faid he, his afflicting rod has fallen 
with that weight upon me, that I amu gver 
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and durft not fpeak. If he will but withhold 
his terrors, and make allowances for human 
frailry, then will I fpeak my fentiments with 
freedom, and take-my trial with undaunted 


courage :. but that, alas, is not my happy cafe.. 


He ftill exercifes on me the rigour of his juftice, 
for which reafon I will yet complain as I have 
done before; fince that alone is left to mitigate 
my forrows.”” After mentioning the inexpreffible 
torments under which he laboured, Job. conclu-. 
ded his difcourfe to Bildad with imploring 
God to look down upon him with an eye of pity 
and compaffion,. and, if it were his Divine will, 
to afflwage the anguifh of his foul ; which fo- 
licitations he expreffed in words to this effect: 
« Give me, faid he, moft gracious God, fome 
little refpite, and interrupt my forrows for one 
moment, before I am conducted to my filent 
tomb, to the dark fhades of death, from whence 
I never fhall return: a region, where itis as dark 
as can poffibly be conceived, where day-light 
never enters, as here it does by turns; where no 
order in the leaft is ever kept ; and where the walls, 
in fhort, are fo fenced with folid darknefs, that 
itis, as it were, all but one continued night.” 
As toon as Job had finifhed his reply to Bil- 
dad, his third friend and vifitor, Zophar the 
Naamathite, interpofed in the debate, and, with 
no fail degree of warmth anid refentment, ad- 
dreffed him in words to this effect:  Doft 
thou ima,ine, faid he, becaufe thy ditcourfes are 
prolix, and thou makeft ufe of a flow of words, 
that cnou canit ever prevail upon us to declare thee 
innucene ? Shall thy falfe allegations drown our 
reafon, and oblige us to hold our peace? Shall 
we fuffer chee, becaufe thou laboureft under a 
load of affiétions, to talk againit God with in 
folence and prefuinption? Shalt thou treat us, 
who came on purpole to condole with and inftruct 
thee, with fuch infufferable pride? Shalt thou 
exalt thy own uprightnefs and integrity, and 
audacioully affert, that God himfelf can find out 
no juft caufe for his cenfure or condemnation of 
thy conduct ? I humbly implore, however, the 
Divine Majefty that he would condefcend to con- 
vince thee of thy errors; that he would be pleafed 
to interpofe in this important debate, and con- 
fute thee with his own mouth; that he would 
expofe to view the fecret ftores and depths of his 
unerring wifdom (which infinitely furpaffes thy 
weak penetration) in thofe fevere difpenfations 
of his Divine Providence ; and demonftrate to 
thee, beyond all contradiction, that, notwith- 


ftanding he fhould {till add to thy afflictions, he | 


would be infinitely juit and gracious. Is it in 
thy power, thinkeit thou, after all thy moft pro- 
found refearches, to account for the judgments 
of the Almighty ? Canft thou, vain creature, 
entertain any adequate idea of the concealed 
views of his over-ruling Providence? If God 
fhould think fit to cut a whole nation from off 
the earth, or fhould fhut up ten thoufand mife- 
rable captives into dungeons; if he fhould,. on 
the other hand, condeicend to releafe them from 
their chains, or to eafe a nation that is harrafied 
and fatigued, who fhall prefume to ftart objections 
again{t his conduét, or to charge him with any 
act of injuftice ? For he knows the rafhnefs and 
folly of mankind, and can expofe their iniquitous 
practices, however fecret and concealed : nay, 
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he can difcover the very thoughts of their guilty 
hearts, and reveal their errors. Notwithftanding 
thou mayeft boaft, indeed, of thy righteoufneis, 
and miayeft vainly declare thyfelf innocent, and 
free from. fin, yet he can difcern the hypocrify 
that, lurks within thee; and if fo, canit thou 
imagine, that. he will ftand unconcerned, and 
not punifh or correct his creatures for che errors 
of their ways? Shall vain, defpicable men, pre- 
fume to cenfure or acquit the Almighty? If, 
then, thou wouldft act the part of a wife and pru- 
dent man, leave off thefe rafh contentions with 
thy Maker, and betake thyfelf to prayer and 
fupplications. If thou arr guilty of anv known 
fin, though ever fo fecree and concealed from 
the eyes of thy neighbours, chafe it from thy 
heart: thou fhalt then diffipate all thy fears, and 
blot out of thy remembrance all thy paft misfor- 
tunes; or at leaft thou fhale refleét on them as 
on waters only that are run away, and will no, 
more return. The remainder of thy days fhall 
prove more glorious than the fun in his meridian 
{plendor, and more ferene and fairer than the 
morning. Notwithftanding any impending dan- 
ger may threaten thee, thou fhalt be fearlefs and 
fecure, becaufe there is hope that the Almighty 
will fhelter and protect thee. Thy habitation 
fhall be undifturbed, and when thou lie down 
to reft, no fudden alarms fhall affright thee. 
Thy neighbours fhall lock round about thee, 
court thy friendfhip, and make their applica- 
tions to be fheltered under thy protection. 
It fhall not, however, be thus with the wicked ; 
they fhall be overwhelmed with inlufferable 
woes; they fhall cry aloud for help, but no 
one fhall relieve them; asa blaft of air, all 
their hope fhall vanifh: and, as it is the Al- 
mighty chat denounces war againft them, who 
fhall deliver them out of his hands ?” 

Zophar having concluded his harangue, Job 
refumed the argument, in which he endeavoured: 
to acquit himfeif of the accufation laid againtt 
him by Zophar. We charged all three of his vi= 
ficors with a partial regard tor their own wifdom, 
which was fo depraved that it had not fo much 
as taught them how to fhew common pity and 
compaffion for their neighbours in diltrefs. He 
then intimated thac he had no occafion to apply 
to them for inftruction; but that they ought 
rather to open their eyes, and be convinced of 
the fallacy fo apparent in the laft propofition of 
Zophar's, with refpeSt to the inexpreffible cala-. 
ities of the ungodly; fince it was obvious to 
fenfe that the wicked too frequently led a life of 
uninterrupted peace and tranquillity. From 
hence he proceeded to fhew the unerring wil- 
dom and jultice of God in the government of 
all temporal affairs, and particularly in per~ 


| mitting fome to be profperous and happy, whilft 


others were overwhelmed with cares and trou- 
bles; in exalting one man, and humbling ano- 
ther, according as it feemed moft mecé to his 
own good will and pleafure. He then afferted 
that his own underftanding was no ways inferior 
to thofe of his friends, who took, as he ima- 
gined, too great a freedom in their reprehenfions ; 
and affred them that God was far trom being 
pleafed with thofe who defended his Providence 
by laying down falfe and crroneous doétrines. 
After this he begged of God to grant fome 

alleviation 
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alleviation of his forrows, fince thé life of man 
‘was but very fhort, and that too attended witha 
variety of troubles; and more efpecially, fince, 
when death came, which muft be quickly, there 
‘was no return from the grave; no yearly revival 
as there is in plants. He then mentioned him- 
felf asa remarkable inftance of thofe calamities 
to which mankind are fubje&t, and implored the 
Divine Majefty to look down with an eye of pity 
and compaifion on the deplorable condition to 
which, from a ftate of affluence and eafe, he 
was unhappily reduced. 

When Job had finifhed his. reply'to Zophar’s 
harangue, Eliphaz, the Temanite, refumed the 
controverfy with much more warmth than he 
had fpoken before, being fomewhat exafperated 
that Job fhould think fo highly of his own judg- 
ment as to treat the exhortations of his friends 
with fuch vifible marks of contempt. He charged 
Job with reflecting on the Almighty as partial: 
and unjuit; and afferted, that notwithftanding 
the ungodly might prove profperous and fuc- 
cefsful for a time, yet God punifhes them 
feverely cven in this life; for their evil con- 
{ciences, like apparitions, haunted them wherever 
they went. 

Job made a reply to Eliphaz with great warmth 
and refentinent. He charged his friends with be- 
‘ing perfectly inhuman and hard-hearted in tiring 
him with their repeated accufations of the fame 
crime, efpecially as they were eye-witneffes of his 
deplorable circumftances: that he did not deferve 
the ill treatment he had met with, and that all 
their reproaches were not only barbarous, but 
unjuft. Tie then made new and warm protetta- 
tions of tis innocent and inoffenfive deportment 
towards his fellow-creatures, and his fincere af- 
fection, as well as reverential regard, for his Ma- 
ker: and as God knew the truth of what he af- 
ferted, he appealed from their partial fentence 
to his awful tribunal for acquittance. He de- 
fired, as he had before donc, to appear, as foon 
as pofiible, before the Almighty’s tribunal, fince 
his life, under fuch a complication of miferies, 
could not be of any long duration. He faid, 
the reafon of his continuing this requeft was, be- 
caufe his friends were very improper judges of 
his cafe, and had paffed fuch a fevere and partial 
fentence on his conduct, as no one that had the 
leat fhare of humanity, or regard for juftice, 
could poffibly approve. By way of conclufion, 
he called God to witnefs the truth of his affer- 
tion, that he was perfectly innocent, and that 
the grave, into which he was ready to drop, con- 
fidering his unhappy circumftances, was the only 
thing for which he could fincerely with. . 

Job and his three friends continued the de- 
bate, with great warmth, for a confiderable 
time; till at Jength the latter, finding him firmly 
refolved to detend his caufe, and maintain his 
innocence and integrity againft all oppofition, 
defpairing of fuccels, dropped the argument, 
and fat Gilent. In the interim, a young man, 
named Elihu, a defcendant of Nahor, the bro- 
ther of Abraham, who had liftened with great at- 
tention to the arguments which had taken place 


between Job and his friends, was highly difpleafed . 


with what had been advanced by both parties. He 
was incenfed againft Job for {pending more time 
in vindication of hisown innocence, than in the 
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juttification of the Almighty; and with his three 
friends, for condemning their antagonift as an 
abandoned wretch, and a moft egregious hypo: 
crite, without being able to maintain. thei¢ 
charge. He had, however, fuch a command 
over his pafiions, that he did not: offer to fpeak 
till he found Job had ended his defence, and his 
accufers were determined to drop the debate, 
becaufe they were all his.fuperiors in regard to 
years But when he perceived that neither of 
the three had any reply to make, he. could not 
contain himfelf any longer, and therefore ad. 
aun himfelf to them in words to this ef. 
ect 

«© My own youth, and your long experience, 
have hitherto awed me fo far, that I have nor 
had courage or refolution enough to: interpofe 
my fentiments in this important affair ; for 1 re- 
flected within myfelf, that it was more modeft 
and decent for one of my tender years to lifter 
with attention, than to ipeak too boldly before 
my elders ; to be inftructed by fuch fages as you 
appear to be, than prefume to dictate. I per- 


ceive, however, I was very much iniftaken : man 
is but a very defpicable creature, though grey 


with years, unlefs his mind be irradiated with 
celeftial light. True knowledge and underftand- 
ing proceed from the infpiration of the Almigh- 
ty. Such as are in power and authority, and 
fuch as take upon themfelves to be the teachers 
of others, are not always, we find, men of the 
profoundeft learning; neither do old men em- 
ploy their years, at all times, fo wifely, and fo 
well, as to be able to diftinguifh in matters of 
importance as they ought. I therefore beg the 
favour of you, for once, to lend an ear to what 
I have to offer, and I will {peak my fentiments 
freely on the debate in hand. Though I am but 
a youth ’tis true, yet do not look upon me as 
too bold and forward, fince I have liftened at- 
tentively for along time to your repeated dif- 
courfes on both fides the queftion. I have, more- 
over weighed every. argument that has been pro- 
duced, and fuffered you to go on without the 
leaft interruption, till you have made your re- 
fearches as far as you could into the affair. And, 
upon mature deliberation, I think myfelf obliged 
to declare, that neither of you have, in the 
leaft, confuted Job, or advanced any thing to 
the purpofe, in regard to his vindication of him- 
felf. Your charge againft him, that he is obfti- 
nate and perverfe, is infufficient; and your fay- 
ing that you will fit ftill, and leave him entirely 
to the difpofal of the Almighty, in expectation 
that his terrors will convince him, though your 
arguments cannot do it, is equally vain, and as 
little to the purpofe. I mutt, therefore, take the 
liberty to tell you, that I think the arguments 
you have all produced are very weak and in- 
conclufive ; and as Job has not, as yet, dirested 
any part of his difcourfe to me, fo neither will 
I perplex and confound him with any of your 
injudicious replies, in order to correct his errors. » 
I may very july complain to all that at. pre- 
fent itand round me, that £ have waited a long 
time, to no purpofe, in hopes of receiving in- 
ftruction. Your ftock, I find, is exhaufted ; 
you ftand filenr, as if you were all fpeechlefs : 
for which reafon I have told you, that I will ven- 


“ture to pronounce my judgment in this weighty. 


affair, 


Cilar. VIL. Stee - 
+. and-revive:che debaté. Indeed)-it is high’ 
a ae me:fo to do, ifince the-conftraint’ which 
[have hitherto put upon my lips has giverme the 
moft infufferable pain. “The thoughts: which 
lie pent up in my -bofongéferment within melike 
new-prefied wine: inthe ovat, and [thal : burit, 
ee they find fome vente am compeljed to 
{peak,. therefore, #f ‘it be only. to eae my iitind; 
for ‘Yaltels that are;full and working will, break, ; 
unlefs they be opened. . Whilft, then, 1-endea-: 
vour.to fhew' you your errors,.I fhall have: re-' 


ard only to the caufe, and not the perform 
a farteoy ‘is not my habit, 2 fhall -rqygmy 
to footh you by any fulfome applavfe. :Ftan- , 
not, for my part, fawn upbn you, or feem to 
{tand in admiration of your.wifdom, in hopes‘of 
gaining your approbation. Befidesy.were I to’ 
make ufe of fuch vile, fuch ungenerous artifices, : 
I fhould be ‘apprehenfive, that he who created 
me would immediately ftrike me dumb, for a&- 
ing with deceit, and playing the hypocrite in. 
my heart. : 
«© And now, O Job (continued Elihu) I flat- 
ter myfelf that what I have already premifed is 
fufficient to engage your attention. Hear me 
with patience ;-for I am prepared ‘to fpeak, if 
you are but equally inclined to hear. And you 
may depend upon my veracity in this particular, 
that I will not utter any words with my tongue, 


but what are the very diétates of my heart. My. 


inttruétions fhall be fo plain and clear, that they 
fhall not need any:comment. 


“ Confider well, in the firft place, that the. 


ftruéture of us both proceeded from the fame 
model: both of us were formed of the fame clay, 
and infpired with life by the fame all-wife Cre- 
ator. If, therefore, you are determined to 
defend your caufe, you have now no one to 
contend with but your equal. | You have feveral 
times feemed earneftly to defire that fome im- 
partial perfon would appear to plead, and argue 
the cafe freely with you. Now your-with is at 
laft accomplifhed. I am the pérfon that ftands 
in his ftead. 1 am your féllow-creature, and 


therefore you need be ‘under no apprehenfions | 


of the conteft being unequal. I am not cloathed 


in majefty, as the Almighty is, to terrify and 


affright you, as you have more than ance already 
complained: I am endowed with no fuperior 
power whereby to injure or opprefs you. I fhall 
not charge you; as your three/friends have done 
over and over, with imaginary crimes, unknown 
to any one except God and yourfelf,.but fuch 
unwarrantable {peeches as with rhiné. own ears I 
have heard you utter. You have. faid, more 
than once, Iam pure and - altogether faultlefs, 
and innocent, void of offence towards God: and 
towards man. God,. who, I lived. in hopes, 
would mitigate my forrows, is become my ad- 
veriary. He feeks every occafion to afflict and 
torment me, and every the leaft offence unjuftly 
provokes him. He detains me in prifon as a 
moft heinous malefaétor, and fets a ftrong guard 
Over me, left I fhould legfe my bonds, and make 
my efcape.. Thefe are your abfurd and wild 
complaints, and from hence, as yow are reftlefs 
and impatient, you feek for relief. 

‘* Now, though it is impoffible for me to de- 
tect your fecret. faults, and notwithftanding I 
4m no ways inclined to follow the example of. 

*9 
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your three friends; and lay uncertain and un- 


_-known crimes:to your chargé, yet herein your 
crafhnefs is very apparent; herein, doubrlefs, you 


are too arrogant and prefumptuous. How durft 


‘you, who are but a man, a meer worm, a worth- 


‘lefs creature, compare yourfelf with him who 
gave you your exiftence? Audacious man! how 
durft yow enter into fuch an unequal conference? 
Would you confute your Maker ? Wilk he lay 
his fecret counfels open before you? Will he 


“entruft you with the fecret fprings of Divine 


‘government ? You fhould confider, that all his 
works, as they are his, are juft and good, and 
where your reafon is too fhallow to comprehend 
his ways, there you fhould acquiefce and learn 
Not that our knowledge of God’s 
works raifes his envy in the lealt; for he not on- 
ly endows us with wifdom various ways, but 
gives us, indeed, a larger portion of it than we 
are willing fometimes to receive. Sometimes he 
conveys in!truction to our minds by dreams, or 
vifions of the night: when we fall into a deep 
fleep, or gentle flumber, and are free from all 
the cares and bufinefs of the day, then he whif- 
pers to the ear with a {till voice, then he reveals 
his Divine will, and imprints: it on the mind. 
The Almighty, however, does not fhew his rea~ 
fons for his conduct ; this heavenly intercourfe 
is not defigned to expofe the fecrets of his Pro- 
vidence. Sometimes again the Almighty con- 
veys inftru€tion to a man’s mind by a much fe- 
verer way. If it be his will and pieafure, fick- 
nefs and pain fhall. break che ftrongeft conflitu- 
tion, and lay. the mot blooming youth extended 


on his bed; in which languifhing ftate and con- 


dition the rich meats he before took great de- 
Allon 
a ifudden, he who moved with fuch an air, and 
appeared with fuch rofeate cheeks, looks now all 
pale and ghaltly : his bones, that were not to be 
feen before, now ftart through his very fkin. 
His heart beats with pain, and there is fcarce a 


‘fingle ftep between him and the grave. If, then, 
fome perfon of more than common knowledge, 


fome Divine meffenger be fent (which is another 
way: whereby God conveys inftruction to the 
mind) to perfaude this fick man to amend his 
ways: If, I fay, the afficted perfon’s mind, by 
the pious admonitions of fuch a meffenger, be 


formed to virtue, then that meffenger, being 


touched ‘with pity and compaffion for his mis- 
fortunes, fhall pray to the Almighty that he 
would be pleafed to extend his mercy towards 
him, faying, O Lord, fpare his life, and though 
thou chaftifeft him, as: he is truly penitent, do 
not totally deftroy him. Ler it be fufficient that 


‘thou didit affliét him, and that thy rod has had 


its due influence over him. ‘The Almighty will 
then reftore him to his former ftate of health and 
eafe, and he fhall become. a new man both in 
body and mind: his bones fhall be again cloathed- 


‘with flefh,. and he fhall look as healthful as 


when in.the bloom of his life. He fhall put up 
his humble fupplications to the throne of grace, 
and the Almighty, being well pleafed, will grant 


his requeft: he fhall approach the temple of the 


Lord. with gladnefs, and employ his: grateful 
lips in hymns of praife. The Divine anger be- 


‘ing thus appeafed, the poor man will be acquitted, 
and God will admit him into his favour. 


Then 
4 Q. will 
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will he confefs to his neighbours (as a true peni- 
tent ought). all his former errors, and exprefs 
himfelf in.terms to this, or the like effet: “I 
have finned, indeed, againft the Almighty, and 
he has juftly punifhed me for my offences : 
though I deferved, it is true, to feel the weight 
of his rod, yet, in mercy, he has fpared my life, 
and kindly faved me from the grave into which 


I was finking: nay, moreover, he has given me 


good grounds to hope, that I fhall once more be 
reftored to my former ftate of peace and plenty.” 
Behold, in all thefe proceedings, how confpi- 
cuous is the great goodnefs of God, who, by 
fuch various means, condefcends to inftruct us, 
and bring us to repentance ; to reftrain us from 
our vicious courfes, which had brought us to 
the brink of the grave; and to raile us once 
more to a perfe& ftate of peace and tranquil- 
lity. 

“ Weigh well, O Job, what I have hitherto 
faid; for it may prove a concern to you of the 
laft importance; and if I find you are difpofed 
to liften with attention to what I have to add on 
the topic before us, I will gladly give you fome 
farther inflruétions. Or, in cafe you have any 
material objection to ftart againft what I have 
advanced, I fhall very readily give you a hear- 
ing. Speak freely; I will not, by any means, 
interrupt you; for I fhould rejoice, if you can 
duly acquit yourfelf, and demonftrate that you 
are that innocent and faultlefs perfon you have fo 
ofter afferted yourfelf to be. But, on the other 


hand, if you have no exception to what I have | 
I 


faid, and you ftill imagine that there is any force 


or weight in my arguments, ftill lend mean at- |; 


tentive ear, and I will endeavour to improve your 
knowledge.” 

Here Elihu made a long paufe, in order to 
give Job the opportunity at cueing any objec- 
tions he might think proper to what he had ad- 
vanced. Job, however, kept a profound filence, 
being confcious that Elihu had not faid any thin 
but what was confiftent with truth, and had 
pointed out the very article in which he was de- 
ficient. On this Elihu continued his difcourfe 
to Job, in which he reprimanded him more fe- 
verely than before for indulging himfelf in fuch 
expreffions as were unwarrantable, and founded 
very harfh and ungrateful. He told him that, 
through his impatience, and the anxiety of his 
mind, he had complained, more than once, that 
the Almighty had not done him juftice; and 
that he deftroyed the righteous and the wicked 
without making any diftinétion ; all which rafh 
affertions he overthrew, from the awful confi- 
deration of the abfolute fovereignty, power, wif- 
dom, and goodnefs of the Almighty. And con- 
cluded with pointing out to him that manner of 
deportment and difcourfe, which, in his opinion, 
would much better become him than that which 
he had hitherto ufed. : 

Job {till remaining filent, Elihu profecuted 
his diicourfe, and in order to convince him that 
it was highly indecent to plead his own inno- 
cence and integrity before God in that infolent 
manner he had done, he reprefented to him the 


infinite difproportion there was between man and. 


his Maker, the latter of whom had fuch a pa- 
ternal care and concern for all mankind, that. it 
was evident he delighted not in their calamities, 
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but adminiftered relief ‘when, he found. them - jt, 
jured or opprefied, provided, they made thtir ap. 
plications to him with that: humility ahd. fal. 
meen oS ere - af ih tty. 
ere Elihu paufed again, but: Job fiilh cont} 
nuing filent, ee eefiienied his difcourfe, in hick 
he reproved him for having ufed fuch rath. ex. 
preffions that even himfelf could not jumtify, and 
came clofer than ever to the. point in ~ In 
the profecution, of his difcaurfe he endeavoured 
to fhew, from the nature, of the. Divine Being 
a e various methods of his over-ruling Pro. 
e, that, in cafe he had humbly fubmitteg 
himfelf to God’s chaftifements, and bore them 
with patience and refignation, inftead of infifting 
fo prefumptuoufly on his innocence and integri- 
ty, he would moft affuredly have reftored him to 
his former ftate of health and profperity, for that 
he could exalt, or humble mankind, at his pled- 
fure. He then concluded this part of his dit 
courfe with telling Job that he fhould have ac- 
quiefced, notwithftanding he could not account 
for the feverity of his afflictions, which was the 
principal caufe of his complaint; fince mankind 
were incapable of comprehending even thofe 
works of God which, almoft every moment, 
were before their eyes. 

The arguments ufed by Elihu were fo forcible 
that Job had not a word to utter in his defence, 
upon which Elihu again refumed his difcourfe. 
In the Jatter part of his laft harangue he had ex- 
patiated on God’s Omnipotence in general, and 
in this he proceeded to {peak in particular of his 
power, which was fo confpicuous in his thunder 
and lightning, hail, rain and fhow, and in divers 
other fuprizing works of nature. He. then re- 
prefented to Job that thefe were inftruments, in 
God’s hands, either for the reformation or pu- 
nifhment of mankind, and exhorted him to me- 
ditate ferioully thereon, to confefs his own weak- 
nefs and ignorance with all due humility as-be- 
came him, and to revere God’s judgments ; fince 
it was the greateft arrogance and prefumption 
that any man could be guilty of to make any at- 
tempt whatever to account for his Divine coun- 
fels. ‘ He (faid he) that attempts to do this 
will find the tafk infuperable: let him ftretch 
his reafon to the utmoft pitch, he will foon find 
the mighty object will confound and diftract him; 
his head, however fteady, will turn giddy at 
fuch a height. Who can gaze on the fun with 
undazzled eyes, when the northern winds have 
{wept away every cloud that could poffibly ob- 
{cure his luftre ? Much lefs, who can pretend to 
look upon God, whofe Majftey is moft awful; 
and which we should only admire at an humble 
diftance ? We ought not to fearch into the na- 
ture of ‘it foo far, or to gaze upan it with too 
curious an eye ; for let us. make ever fuch bold 
attempts, our finite wifdom can never grafp the 
infinite, incomprehenfible mind. His power 1s 
fo tranfcendent and boundlefs, his eounfels fo 
wife, and his decrees fo juft, that no one ought 
to afk a reafon for his proceedings. Or, if he 
thould be fo idle and prefumptuous, God, who 
is the Lord and Sovereign of the whole univerfe, 
is under no manner of obligasion to give him the » 
This fhould make all mankind 
ftand in awe of him; this fhould confute all ther 
peevifh arguments, anc teach them to adore Bit 
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the Almighty regards the meek and lowly, 
oe delpite bic whe is proud, and wife in his 
own congeit.” . oe ea! 
‘ As foon as Elihu had finifhed his difcourfe; 
God was pleafed to interpofé as a Judge (in con- 
defcenfion to Jab’s répeated requeft) to deter- 
mine at once this long and important debate. 
From an opening cloud an awful voice was heard 
as loud and dreadful as a tempeft, and the words 
were of fuch formation as to ftrikea moft fen- 
fible impreffion on the filent and afflicted Job. 
In the firft place God convinced him of his weak- 
nefs and ignorance, and made him fenfible that 
it was an act of prefumption in any one; however 
righteous or intelligent, to pry with too much 
curiofity into his fecret counfels: and in order to 
humble him ftill farther he fet before his eyes a 
great variety of his wonderful works; the man- 
ner in which the earth and heavens were created; 
the numberlefs and aftonifhing creatures that 
lived and moved, and had their being in the fea; 
but more efpecicily thewed him how little he 
underftood of thofe varicus meteors which are 
formed in the clouds. He then, after {peaking 
of the admirable contexture of the beafts of the 
field and the birds of the air, proceeded to give 
feveral inftances as demonftrations of his all-cre- 
ating power ; which he did in words to this effect: 
** Prefumptuous man! thou who art too cu- 
rious, and wouldft pry, if thou couldft, into my 
fecret counfels! Canft thou tell me when the 
wild-goats bring forth their young onces on the 
high and craggy rocks?) Waft thou ever prefent, 
when any pregnant hind was bringing forth her | 
young? Or, didft thou ever lend her the leaft 
aMiftance in her ftruggles to difcharge her bur- 
den? Knoweft thou the months that complete 
the firft conception ? Or, canft thou keep an ac- 
count for her of the precife time that fhe fhall 
be delivered? Say, haft thou ever feen her bow | 
herfelf? Waft thou ever witnefs of the agoni- 
zing pains, the forrows fhe undergoes in the ex- 
clufion of her births? And notwithftanding all 
the difficulties that thus attend her, the young 
ones grow fat and ftrong without their nurfe ;. 
for they range immediately through the open 
fields for their fubfiftence, and return no more 
to the mother-hind.—-This inftance of the Di 
vine power may be thus paraphrafed : 
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Know’ft thou how many moons, by me affign’d, 
Roll o’er the mountain-goat, and foreft-hind, 
While pregnant they a mother’s load fuftain ? 
They bend in anguith, and caft. forth in pain. 
Hale are their young, from human frailties freed, 
Walk unfuftain’d, and unaffifted feed ; ; 
They live at once, forfake the dam’s warm fide, 
ake the wide world, with nature for their guide ; 
ound o’er the lawn, or feek the diflant glade, 
And find a home in each delightful thade. 
“ Tell me, Job, who imparted the whole. 
fenfe of liberty to the wild-afs, that bravely dif- 
dains a mafter, and will not be controuled by 
rein or bit, as other creatures are? Who made 


. * That the anicorn mentioned here is the rhinoceros, there 


is not the leat reafon to doubt, becaufe that animal is very 
sommon in Arabia, and has butone horn, It may be far- 
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debted for his long, 


‘are no inflances on record 
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that wide difference between him and them? As. 
it.was not my pleafure to lay any igtiominious 
his back, fo I afiigned him to the 
fpacious defart for his habitation; where he looks 
with difdain on thefe who frequent populous ci- 


| ties, anid never feels, nor hears the driver's whip. 


He {corns to be confined within the meadows, 
but flies to the mountains, where he ranges Lord: 
of himfelf; and uncontrouled ; where he finds 
pafturage {ufficient for his daily fubfiftence, 


Didft thou from fe-v 


ice the wild-afs difcharge, 
‘And break his bonds 


>» and bid him live at large, 

ees : : 

Thro’ the wide wafte, his ample manfion, roan; 
And lofe himfelf in his unbounded home ? 

By nature’s hand magnificently fed, 

His meal is on the range of mountains fpread ; 

As in pure air aloft he bounds along, : 

He fees in diftant fnoak the city-throng ; 
Confcious of freedom, fcorns the fmother’d train, 
The threat’ning driver, and the fervile rein, 


* Thou, who wouldtt willingly have all crea. 
tures fubfervient to thy will, 0 tothe unicorn ies 
and try if thou canft Prevail on him tamely to 
fubmit to thy dire@ions. Wil] he not refufe thy 
crib, and proffer’d corn? Wilf he yield his neckg 
ignobly to thy yoke? Canft thou make him, like 
thy oxen, go to the plough, or draw thy harrow 
over the vallies ? Wilt thou, beécaufe his itrength 
is great, depend on his doing the remainder of 
thy bufinefs in the field ? 


Or wilt thou fuffer 
him to bring thy harveit home, when it is ga~ 


‘thered, and Jay it in thy barns? 


Will th’ unicorn, which knows no Lord but me; 
Lowe at the crib, and afk an alms of thee ? 

Submit his unworn fhoulder to the yoke, 

Break the tiff clod, and o’er thy furrows fmoke ? 
Since great his ftrength, go truft him; void of care, 
Lay on his neck the toil of all the year ; 

Bid him bring home the feafons to thy doors, 

And caft his load among the gather'd ftores, 


* Who was it that 


dy’d the peacock with 
fuch variegated colours 


? To whom is he in« 
gaudy train? 


How rich the peacock | what bright glories run 
From piume to plume, and vary in the fun? 

He proudly fpreads them to the golden ray, 
Gives all his colours, and adorns the day ; 

With confcious ftate the {pacious round difplays, 
And flowly moves amid the waving blaze. 


* Tell me, Job, who is it that afflumes the 
honour to himfelf of forming the beauteous 
plumes of the oftrich ? Or to whom is fhe in- 
debted for her ftrong and {pacious wings? Her 
inward qualities, however, are no ways anfwer- 
able to her external beauty ; for fhe has no fore- 
caft or contrivance in her. © She never repairs to 
any folitary receffes in order to conceal her eggs, 
but drops them any where, regardlefs of the 
place, and leaves them, without the leaft thought 
or concern, expofed on the warm fands to ‘be 
nourifhed by the fun, or perhaps trodden under 

foot 


Fn a ne a 


ther added, that it is a moft fierce. Creature, and that there 
of any one of them having been 
ever thoroughly tamed, 


340 
foot by man or beaft ¢. The carelefs; impro- 


vident bird has no natural tendernefs or paternal - 


regard for her offspring, but is hardened againft 
them..as if they were not hers; fhe is under no 
apprehenfions of the danger to which they are 
expofed. But the feafon of this negligertce and 
carelefs deportment is this,‘ that I have not given 
her that prudence and difcretion which F have 
conferred on other creatures. However, though 
I have imparted to her but a fmall fhare of un- 
derftanding, I have yet given her fo much as is 
requifite for her preferyation ; for when fhe ex- 
alts her neck, and tries the ftrength of her wings, 
the is fo fwift, that fhe dreads not her enemy ; 
fhe fcorneth the horfe and his rider. 


Who inthe crue! Oftrich has fubdu’d 

A parent's care, and foud inquietude ! 

While far the flies, her fcatter’d eggs are found 
Without an owner on the fandy ground ; 

Caft out on fortune, they at mercy lie, 

And borrow life from an indulgent fky ; 
Adopted by the fun, in blaze of day, 

They vipen under his prolific ray ; 

Unmindsul the, that tome unhappy tread 
May crufh her young in their neglected bed ; 
What time the fkims alung the field with fpeed, 
She feorns the rider, and pu:fuing fteed. 


«© Who was it, Job, that gave the Horfe that 
ftrength and courage fo confpicuous in him above 
his fellow-brutes ? Haft thou given him his con- 
fidence and -his fpirits ? Is it thy thunder thar 
clothes his ftately neck ? Or didft thou give him 
that majettic mane, whofe flowing hairs, like 
forked lightning, wave in the wind, and dazzle 
the beholder’s eye ? Canft thou damp his hot 
blood, or make him {pring away with fear as 
a gratshoppcr? When in the heat of battle he 
fnorts, the fire and fmoak that from his noftrils 
roll are terrible. Proud and pampered he paws 
the ground, tears up the grafly turf, and fpurns 
the fand around him. He glories in his ftrength, 
and when he hears.the alarms of thofe who come 
to oppofe him, he leaps, he bounds, he forward 
{prings to meet the foe, regardlefs of their in- 
f{truments of war. At fear he mocketh: he 
runneth on the very points of naked fwords: he 
maketh his paffage through ranks of armed men; 
and neither the noife of arrows that come whiz- 
zing by his ears, nor the glittering fpear nor 
fhield difmay him. He feems to fly, and his 
fwift motion fhakes the folid earth; and when 
he hears the fhrill mufic’s found, for joy he 
fcarce believes it to be the trumpet’s voice. But 
as the noile approaches, he neighs, he prances 
with delight, he fnuffs the air, and hopes the 
promifed battle—This defcription of the horfe 
is thus beautifully paraphrafed by the celebrated 
Dr. Young: 


Survey the warlike horfe! Didf thou inveft 
With thunder his robuft, ‘diftended cheft ? 
No fenfe of fear his courage great allays, 
Vis dreadful to behold his noftrils blaze; — 





+ Dr. Shaw tells us, that the Arabs, in their annual ex-. 


curfiors, often meet with: the nefts“of oftriches in which are 
creat numbers of eggs, and they are leftin fo carelefs a man- 
we: in the road, covered over with fand, that travellers often 
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| found hovering over them.” 
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To pace the vale he proudly takeadelight, 

“And triumphs in the fulnefs' of his might ; 
High-rais’d, he fnuffs the battle from afar; * 
And burns to plunge amid the raging war; | --. 

_ And mocks at death, and throws his foam around, 
And in a ftorm of fury fhakes the ground ; 
How does his firm, his rifing heart advance 
Full on the brandifh’d fword, and fhaken lance, 
While his fixt eye-balls meet the dazzling thield, 
Gaze, and return the lightning of the field ? . 
He finks the fenfe of gain in gen’rous pride, 

Nor feels the fhaft that trembles in his fide; 
But neighs fo the fhrill trumpet’s dreadful blaft, 
‘Till death---and when he groans, he groans his laft, 


«© Obferve the Hawk how fhe mownts upwards, 
and purfues her prey, fwift as a ray of light, 
Didft thou ftretch out her wings ? Or didft thou 
inftruct her, at the approach of winter, to re- 
pair to the fouthern parts of the earth for the 
enjoyment of a warmer climate ? 


Who taught the Hawk to find, in feafons wife, 
Perpetual fummer, and a change of fkies? 

When clouds deform the year, fhe mountsthe wind, 
Shoots to the fouth, nor fears the ftorm behind : 
The fun returning, the returns again, 

Lives in his beams, and leaves il! days to men. 


«¢ Which of all the feather’d train, like the 
eagle, can approach the fun? Is it to thee the 
is indebted for her {trength or fwiftnefs ? Was.it 
through thy wifdom or direction that the builds 
her neft where no mortal can reach it? She fet- 
tles her abode on the fummit of the . higheft 
Her fortrefs is kept it the midit of fuch 
craggy cliffs as are infuperably fteep. There’ 
fhe towers, and looks down with a becoming 
pride on all the birds beneath. Such is the 
fharpnefs of her fight, that fhe furveys the dif- 
tant valleys with a glance, and darts down, like 
a thunder-bolt, through the yielding air to trufs 
her prey, which, when fhe has feized and torn 
to pieces, fhe carries to her young, who fuck 
with greedinefs the blood; and, after a battle, 
wherever the dead carcafes lie, there is fhe to be. 


Tho’ ftrong the Hawk, tho’ practis’d well to fly, . 
An Eagle drops her in a lower fky ; 
An Eagle, when deferting human light, 
She feeks the fun in her unwearied flight: . 
Did thy command her yellow pinion lift 
So high in air, and feat her on the clift, 

"Where far above thy world the ‘dwells alone, 
And proudly makes the ftrength of rocks her own! 
Thence wide o’er nature.takes her dread ‘furvey, 
And with a glance predeftinates her prey ; 
She feafts her young with blood, and. hov’ring o’er 
Th’ unilaughter’d hoft, enjoys the promis’d gore. 


Thefe inftances of the great and fupérior power 


|| of God over all his creatures rouzed the filent 


Job, who expreffed his copfoioufnefs thereof, 
and acknowledged his own, infiggificance, 10 
words to this effect: ‘ Behold !"(faid he) by 
thy heavenly light [am convinced that I am @ 
miferable, wretched creature; that I. am alto- 

together 





tread upon them, and break them to pieces. | He adds that 
the mothers arc fo unna:ural, that they often eat their young. 
as foon as they are hatched, - : ; poe 


Caap. VII. : 
unworthy of being admitted into thy 
wee pretence. t am fo confounded and amazed, 
that J] know not how to withftand the force of 
thy refiftlefs arguments, or to anfwer one fingle 
ueftion which thou haft been pleafed to ftate. 
And for that reafon Iam determined henceforth 
to hold my peace. I am confcious to myfelf 
that the words which I have uttered already, 
though but few, are too many, and too evi- 
dently fhew that I have been guilty of the higheft 
prefumption. I will therefore, proftrate myfelf 
before thee, and revere thy goodnefs, but never 
murmur, or complain, as I have done, any 
re.” 
The Almighty, in order to humble Job ftill 
farther, and to fhew him his weaknefs, as well 
as prefumption, in attempting to contend with 
him, gave him two other initances of his fupe- 
rior and all creating power; which he did in 
defcribing the peculiar properties of the Behe- 
moth, or River-Horfe, and the Leviathan, or 
Crocodile, both inhabitants of the river Nile 
in Egypt. Thefe additional inftances of the 
great wifdom, power and majelly of God fhone 
fo confpicuous, and fet Job’s errors before him 
in fo ftrong a light, that he fubmitted himfelf 
with all due humility to his Maker, and made 
a frank confeffion of his faults in words to this 
effect : 

«IT am now, O Lord, fully convinced that 
thy wifdom is incomprchenfible, and that thy 
power is as extenfive as thy will: I am abun- 
dantly fatisfied that nothing can prevent thee 
from completing thy defigns; and that no art 
or compulfion can poffibly defeat thy all-wife 
purpofes. And as thou hadit reafons, beft known 
to thyfelf, for humbling me, and laying my 
honour in the duft, fo I am fenfible, that if c 
wert fo pleafed, thou haft power fufficient to 
place me in a much happier ftate and condition 
than I was in at firft. As I am confcious to my- 
felf, that all thy reprehenfions have been perfectly 
juft, I readily acknowledge that I have been 
very ignorant, prefumptuous, and foolifh, in 
talking after the manner I have done, of the 
various difpenfations of thy Divine Providence. 

have prefumed, 1 freely confefs, to difcourfe 
on fubjects far above my comprehenfion; on 
fuch things as I ought humbly to admire, and 
not with pride and infolence to blame or cen- 
ture. 

* Olet.not the Lord be angty> and I will 
fpeak. I will never prefume in fu 
count for thy handy-works, or to pry into the 


ways of thy Providence, which are dark and in- | 


tricate: all I requeft is, that thou wilt conde- 
{cend to inftruét me, and let thy heavenly light 
difpel thofe thick fhades of error that darken my 
underftanding. I had, indeed, before enter- 
tained fome faint and imperfect ideas of th 


greatnefs, wifdom, and power; but now thofe’ 


attributes are more clearly revealed to me. by 


the appearance of thy awful Majefty. For which. 


reafon I am ftung with remorfe, and can fcarce 
forgive myfelf for uttering my indecent com- 
plaints, I condemn myfelf for bearing thy af- 
fitting rod with fo much reluctance ; for wifh- 
ing, in my defpair, fo earneftly to die, and for 


furmifing that the righteous were no Jonger the 
I heartily re- 


objects of thy favour or concern, 
29 
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pent of my arrogant difcourfes, and of the unjuft 
accufations which I have brought againft thy go- 
vernment. Iam grieved that I have exprefied 
fo much impatience, under my afflictions, and 
that I have endeavoured to juftify myfelf againit 
my God. All thy works are marvellous and 
incomprehenfible ! 


Thou canft accomplith all things, Lord of Might, 
And every thought is naked to thy fight: 

But oh! thy ways are wonderful, and lye 

Beyond the deepeft reach of mortal eye. 

Oft have I heard of thine Almighty pow’r, 

But never faw thee till this dreadful hour : 
O’erwhelin’d with fhame the Lord of Life I fee, 
Abhor myfelf, and give my foul to thee: 

Nor fhall my weaknefs tempt thy anger more : 
Man was'nt born to gue/fion, but adore. 


This ingenuous coafeffion was fo pleafing to 
the Almighty, that his wrath was perfectly ap- 
peafed, and he no more chaftifed Job; but di- 
recting his voice to Eliphaz, who was fob’s fe- 
vereft accufer, fpoke to him in words to this ef- 
fe&t: I am angry not only with thee, but 
thy two friends ; for thou _haft made a very un- 
juft and partial conftruction of the afflictions 
which it was my pleafure to fend upon Job, whom, 
though I do not pronounce abfolutely guiltlefs, 
yet I acknowledge him to be my fervant, and 
to have fpoken of me with more wifdom than 
thou haft done, or any of thy companions. Take, 
therefore, unto thee feven bullocks and {even 
rams, and carry them to my fervant Job, whom 
I conftitute and ordain to be thy prielt, to offer 
up as a burnt-offering in thy fon and as a 
teftimony of my abfolute dominion over all my 
creatures. When thou hatt fo done he fhall in- 
tercede for thee, and fhall obtain thy pardon; 
for I have a great affection for him, and will be 
indulgent to thee and thy friends for his fake. 
Take care that this command be obeyed without 
delay, left my vengeance fhould fall with weight 
on your devoted heads; becaufe, as I have be- 
fore faid, all of you have put an evil conftruétion 
on my ways, and fet my Providence in a very 
unfair and difadvantageous light, and would not 
hearken to my fervant Job, notwithftanding he 
told you that your affertions were falfe and 
groundlefs.”” 

Eliphaz.and his two companions made their 
due fubmiffion to the Almighty, and entreated 
Job accordingly of- 
fered up his prayers to God in their behalf, which 
were gracioufly received, and the offenders,. in 
confequence thercof, freely forgiven. 

At the very inftant that Job was difcharging 
this charitable duty in behalf of his friends, the 
Lord was pleated to thew feveral extraordinary 
marks of his Divine favour; nor did he ceafe 
beftowing his bounties, till he had not only re- 
reftablifhed him in his former ftate of health, but 
made him twice as rich as he was before his ca- 
lamities were inflicted on him. 

When Job’s kindred and friends heard of 
his happy reftoration, they went in throngs to 
teftify their joy on the occafion. After having 


‘condoled with him, and expreffed their forrow 


on account of the loffes and misfortunes he had 
met with, they congratulated him on his fudden 
and unexpected recovery ; and asa teftimony of 

R their 
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their refpe&t, each made him a prefent, the value 
of which was proportioned to their refpective 
circumftances. 

Thus was the Lord pleafed to make the inno- 
cent Job miferable for atime in order to aug- 
ment his happinefs; for inftead of feven thou- 
fand fheep and three thoufand camels which were 
taken from him, he had foon after fourteen thou- 
fand of the former, and fix thoufand of the lat- 
ter. He had athoufand yoke of oxen inftead 
of five hundred, and his fhe-affes were multi- 
plied in proportion. His wife alfo became very 
fruitful, and brought him feven fons and three 
daughters, which was the very fame in number 
with thofe he had loft. 

In order to perpetuate the memory of fo ex- 
traordinary a deliverance, Job called the eldeft 
of his daughters “femima, which fignifies the day, 
becaute of the felicity he now enjoyed after he 
had been fo long obfcured in the difmal night of 
affliction. His fecond daughter he called Kezia, 
which fignifies an aromatic fpice, in allufion to 
his having been releafed from his filthy ulcers. 
The youngeit daughter he named Kerex-happuch, 
which fignitics plenty reftcred, or rather the Horn 
of Varnifh, becaule God had wiped away the 
tears that had bedewed his cheeks, Thefe three 
daughters were all remarkable for their perfonal 
accomplifhments, there not being any in the 
whole country whofe charms were fo confpicu- 
ous; and their father did not (as the ufual cuftom 
then was) endow them only with a finall portion 
of his effects, but fixed them as coheirs with his 
fons, and appointed that they fhould have a pro- 
portionable fhare of his inheritance. 

After this glorious turn of fortune, this happy 
reftoration of himfelf and family, Job’s years 
were augmented as well as his poffeffions. The 
Lord was pleated to add an hundred and forty 
years to thofe he had lived before his misfor- 
tunes ; fo that the good man had the fatisfaction 
to fee his numerous progeny to the fourth gene- 
ration. At length, fully fatisfied, and full ripe 
with hoary age, he dropped into the grave—nor 
wifhed to live a moment longer. 

We fhall conciude our Hiftory of the Life 
and Tranfactions of the pious Job with a fhort 
view of his character, as reprefented by a very 
late: and eminent writer. 

The character of Job, fays he, affords us a 
fpectacle worthy of the Deity himfelf to look 
upon, viz. that of a pious and good man, com- 
bating adverfity ; and, amongft other miferies of 
an extraordinary kind, vexed with the unjuft fuf- 
picions and peevith accufations of his miftaken 
friends. 

And here we find him ufing every argument 
that could be thought of in his own defence, to 
cure them, if poffible, of their miftake, and to 
perfuade them of his innocence ; appealing to 
the general courfe of Providence, which, for the 
moft part, deals out things promifcuowlly, ‘and 
often involves the good and bad. in the fame 
common calamity; directing them to inftances 
within their knowledge, of fuch who had been 
as wicked as they were great, and yet had lived 
a long courfe of years in profperity,. and died at 
laft in peace, and were buried with great pomp ; 
fp that no vifible judgment had overtaken them, 
either in their lives, or attheirdeaths. . 
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When this view of: Providence, fo true and 
evident to-experience; ftill wanted force ‘to re. 
move an obftinate- error, he puts‘them-in mind 
of the futute judgment, which. was the iproper 
feafon of reward and punifhment ;' and declares, 
in the moft folemn manner,’ his hopes of being 
acquitted there. = =: 

When all this would not do, but: they ftil 
difbelieve and perfecute him, he is driven to the 
laft argument: which 4 modeft man would make 
ufe of, and appeals to his own public.and private 
behaviour in the whole courfe of his life: and 
upon this occafion he difplays fuch a fet of ad. 
mirable virtues, fhews the piety, prudence, the 
humanity of his conduét, in fo amiable a light, 
with fuch a noble’ freedom, and, at the fame 
time, fuch an air of truth, that ic is a matter of 
doubt whether there be any thing of the kind 
more beautiful or inftructive in all antiquity ; 
or perhaps a finer picture of a wife and good man 
was never drawn. How prudent and upright 
in his decifions, as a magiftrate or judge! How 
juft and benevolent in his domeftic character, as 
the father of a family! How untrattable to all 
allurements of pleafure, in the height of his prof- 
perity, and how fenfible to the complaints and 
miferies of others! And, above all, how re. 
markably pious in his principles! How careful 
to build his virtue upon its own folid bafis, reli- 
gion, or the fear of God! But with all thefe 
great and excellent qualities, we cannot but take 
notice of fome little mixture of allay and’ im- 
perfection. ' For a perfect character, however it 
may have exifted in idea, it is certain never: yet 
appeared above once upon the real ftage of the 
world. ; 

We mutt forgive this good man, therefore, 
the little pafionate complaints which the extre- 
mity of his fufferings fometimes forced from 
him. His defpair and wearinefs of life; his of- 
ten wifhing for death; his eagernefs to come 
upon his trial; his earneft requefts, and even 
expoftulations with his judge, to bring him to 
it, Or to acquaint him with the reafons at leaft 
of thefe fevere inflictions. ‘Vhefe and the like, 
it muft be owned, appear as fhades and blemithes 
in the character of this great man, and may ar- 
gue fomewhat of impatience, even in this heroic 
pattern of patience. rs 

A great deal, however, might be faid in his 
excufe: as, that his afflictions had fomething in 
them very aftonifhing, and beyond the common 
meafure; that the diftempers of the body have 
oftentimes a natural tendency to produce black 


- thoughts, and a defpondency of mind: To which 


may be added, the rafh cenfures and fufpicions: 
of his friends, as: they affected his reputation, 
which, to a generdus mind, is the molt valuable: 
thing in the world, next to his integrity: It 3s, 
no wonder that a treatment fo inhuman, fo un- 
deferved, fo unexpected, fhould provoke to an 


- extremity a perfon borne down already with the 
weight of his misfortunes.. ; 


Thefe things might certainly be offered in’ ex- 


‘ cufe for the little blemifhes which appear’ in: the 
-{peeches and condu& of this great man. But 


after all, the beft thing that can be pleaded in his 


behalf, and that which covers all his imper- 
. fections, is his own behaviour upon this occafion, 
and his. making no excufe at all for them; but 
te as. 


CaP. vil. 
as ever he was. brought to recollect his 
immediately confeffing them with great 
fimplicity, and the moft profound humility and 
contrition. Tben Fob anfwered the Lord, and faid, 
Behold, I am vile; xwbat foall I anfwer thee? I 
will lay my bend upon my. mouth : chap. xl. 35 4. 
And again, J bave uttered that I knew not; things 
too wonderful for me, which I knew not:—Rut now 


as foon 
errors, 
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ble acknowledgement was accepted by the Su- 
preme. Judge, anid the bountiful reward beftowed 
upon this good man, as a prefent earneft of a 
full greater to be expected by him hereafter, 
will teach us this very acceptable and important 
truth: how ready God is to pafs by the little 
weakneffes of man; where there is a tried and 
refolute integrity, ftill bent upon the doing of 


his duty; and determined, whatever may befall 
him, to adhere to God in all his trials and temp- 
tations. 


ne eye feeth thee: wherefore I abbor myyel/ and 
wind ‘tof and afbes. ch. Ixii. 3, &c. : AS 
‘The eafinefs and favour with which this him- 


CH A P. VII: 


Ezra, a prieft and feribe, obtains permiffion of Abafueruss king of Perfia; to go, with fome other Fews; 
to Ferufalem, and at the fame time receives a commiffion, empowering him to make a reformation both 
in church and ftate. He accordingly goes thither, and begins to execute bis commiffion by making @ 
reform among the people relative to their marriages. Nehemiah, cup-bearer to Abafuerus; is fent to 
Ferufalem, with a commiffion to rebuild the walls of the city. He is interrupted in the execution of 
bis commiffion by Sanballat, an officer of the Moabites, and Toliah, a popular man amang the Ammo- 
nites, notwithftanding which be carries on the work with great fuccéfs. Sanballat and Tobiab concert 
feveral fihemes for taking away Nebemiah’s life, all of which prove abortive. Nehemiah; having 
finifoed the walls of Ferufalem, after furmounting a variely of difficulties, gives directions for thé good 
order and government of the city. He fuppreffes the prattice of ufury among the people; and after 
obliging them to fign a covenant with him ftrifily to adbere to the laws of Mofess returus to the Per- 
fran court. During Nebemiab’s abfence from Ferufalem the people relapfe into their former corrup- 
tions, owing to the mifmanagement 2f Eliafbib the high-priefi. Nebemiab goes again to Ferufalems 
and turns Tobiah, the Ammonite, out of an apartment in the temple, which had been afigned him by 
Eliafbib. He orders the payment of the tythes, and'makes the people pay a more fii attenticn to 


the fabbath. He diffolves unlawful marriages,. His death. 


to admit the life and tranfactions of Job, 
as related in'the,Jaft chapter, we fhall now re- 
fume our hiftory of the Jews, which we fhall 
profecute with the moft accurate circumfpection 
from the laft occurrence mentioned towards the 
clofe of the Sixth Chapter, namely, the punifh- 
ment of the bafe and treacherous Haman, by 
means of Efther, the new queen of Ahafuerus, 
king of Perfia. 
In the feventh year of the reign of king Aha- 


Hie sani made a long digreflion, in order 


fuerus, Ezra (a prieft defcended from’ Seraiah’ 


the high-prieft, who was flain by Nebuchadnez- 
zar when he buret the temple and city of Jeru- 


falem) a man of great Icdrning and well ‘ac- | 


quainted with the fcriptures, and who had hitherto 


continued in Babylon, with others of the capti- |: 


vity that had not yet returned, afked permiffion 
of Ahafuerus to go to Jerufalem, and to take 
with him as many people of his own nation as 
were willing to accompany him, 
Ahafuerus*hét only complied with Ezra’s re- 
queft, but likewife gave him an ample com- 
muiffion to take with him what he fhould think 
neceffary both for his journey thither and fervice 
there. He furnifhed ‘him with money to buy 
cattle for facrifice, provifions of corn, wine, vil 





and falt, and emipowered hini to draw: from his 
public treafuries to the amount of one hundred 
talents of filver. We likewife granted to the 
priefts, Levites, fingers, porters, and Nethi- 
nims (or minifters of the Houfe of God) an 
indemnity from all toll, tribute or cuftom; and 
empowered Ezra, at the fame time; to appoint 
magiftrates and judges over the people, to do 
juftice among them, and inftruct thofe who knew 
not the law of God. 

_ Ezra returned’ thanks to God for having been 
pleafed ‘to’ incline the king’s heart not only to 
permit him to go to Jerufalem, but likewife to 
furnifh him with the means of making fuch con- 
tributions to the temple as might promote and 
eftablifh the true religion. Bleféd be the Lord 
God of our fathers (faid he) woo kath put. fuch 
a thing as this in the king’s hearty to beautify the 
Houfe cf the Lord which ts in ‘Ferufalem: and 
bath extended mercy unto me before the king and bis 
oe and before all the king’s mighty princes. 

aving made every neceffary preparation for 

fo dane a journey, Ezra left Babylon on the firft 
day of the firft month (which is called Nifan, 
and anfwers to about. the middle of eur March) 
accompanied by no Jefs than one. thoufand four 
Hundred and ninety-fix of his countrymen. When 
; i 
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he came to the river Ahava“, he made a halt, 
and the people having erected tents according to 
his orders, they encamped there for three fuc- 
ceflive days. On the firft day of their encamp- 
ment Ezra took an account of the number of 
thofe who accompanied him, and nor finding any 
Levites or Nethinims among them, he fent Eli- 
ezer, and fome others, to Iddo; who was chief 
of the Nethinims at Cafiphia, requiring him to 
fend with them fome officers fit for the fervice 
of the Lord’s houfe. Iddo readily obeyed Ez- 
ra’s orders, furnifhing the meffengers with thir- 
ty-eight Levites, and two hundred and twenty 
Nethinims, all of whom they brought fafe to 
the camp. 

Ezra, confidering the great charge of money 
and plate with which he was entrufted, and the 
dangers to which both he and his people might 
be expofed in their march, proclaimed a faft 
throughout the camp, to implore the Divine 
protection over them and their fubftance. He 
might, indeed, for afking, have had a convoy 
from the king, but recolle€ting he had told him 


that the hand of their God would be upon them, | 


he thought proper to decline it, left the king 
fhould think that what he had faid was no more 
than mere boafting, and that he diflrufled the 
power and favour of bim, of whom he had fpoken 
with fuch diftinguifhed confidence. 

Having thus implored the Divine protection, 
Ezra ordered the people to ftrike their tents, and 
prepare themfelves for profecuting their journey. 
This being done, he delivered by weight to 
twelve of the prieits all the gold, filver and vef- 
fels, which the king and his counfellors. had gi- 
ven him as an offering to the houfe of the Lord; 
ftrictly enjoining them to keep this trealure fafe 
till they came to Jerufalem, and there to deliver 
it by weight to the chief of the pricfts and Le- 
vites, as they had received it of him. 

Ezra and his company quitted the place of their 
encampment on the twelfth day after their leaving 
Babylon, and arrived fafe at Jerufalem on the 
firft day of the fifth month, called Ab, (which 
antwers to the middle of our July) fo that they 
were exactly four months on their journey. . 

On their arrival at Jerufalem they took three 
days to refrefh themfelves, and on the fourth the 
priefts delivered the treafure ¢ by weight into 
the houfe of the Lord to thofe who were ap- 
pointed to receive it, and a proper inventory was 
taken of the whole. 
burnt-offering of twelve bullocks for the twelve 
tribes, ninety-fix rams, feventy-feven lambs, and 
twelve he-goats; after which Ezra delivered.the 
king’s commiffion to the proper officers, who, 





* This was a river in Affyria, and, very probably, that 
which ran along the Adiabene, where the river Diava, or 
Adiava, is known to be, and on the banks of which Prole- 
my places the city of Abane, or Aavane. Here, fome ima- 
Bine, was the country, which, in the fecond book of Kings 
(chap. xvii. 24.) is called Ava, from whence the king of 
Affyria removed the people called Avites into Paleftine, and 
fettled fome of the captive Ifraelites in their ftead. It was 
a common thing for thofe who travelled from Babylon to 
-Jerufalem, in order to avoid the fcorching heat of the: de- 
fert Arabia, to dire&t their courfe northward at firlt, and 
thea, turning to the welt, to pafs through Syria into Pa- 
Jeftine, But Ezra had a farther reafon for taking the rout 


“THE 


They then offered up a. 
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in obedience thereto, furnifhed the people with 
all things neceffary for the fervice of the temple, 

Ezra had not been long at: Jerufalem before 
complaint was made to him by fome of the heads 
of the Ifraelites, that not only the people, bur 
likewife many of the: priefts and Levites, had 
intermixed with the defcendants of the antient 
inhabitants of the country, namely, the Cana- 
anites, Hittites, Perizzites, Amonites, &c. con. 
trary to the exprefs commands of their great le- 
giflator Mofes.. Ezra was greatly grieved at this 
intelligence, and expreffed his forrow by renting 
his mantle, and tearing off the hair from his 
head ; and thofe who had any fear or concern 
on them, came to him, and bemoaned the 
tranfgreffion of thofe that had been captives, and 
were lately drawn into the commiflion of thefe 
wicked practices. Ezra continued in this me- 
Jancholy fituation till the time of evening facri- 
fice, when, falling on his knees, and ipreading 
out his hands, he made an humble confeftion 
and prayer to God in words to this effect: “ Our 
“« tranfgreffions (faid he) O Lord, are fo grear, 
that I am afhamed to look up unto thee. We 
have been finners from the beginning; for 
which thou didft deliver our kings and prietts 
into the hands of the heathen kings. But 
thou haft fhewed us favour in our captivity, 
and inclined the hearts of the kings of Perfia 
to be merciful to us, and reftore us to Jeru- 
“ falem. And now, what fhall we fay for our 
ungrateful difobedience in neglecting thy com- 
““ mands? Thou hatt forbidden. us to defile our- 
felves with the abominations of the people of 
the land, to marry their daughters, or partake 
of their wealth; and yet we have broke. thy 
commandment, and made affinity witly them. 
Thou mayeft juftly be angry with us, till thou 
€ haft confumed us: but thou, O Lord, art 
righteous, and haft preferved us to’ this day. 
Behold, we are before thee in our fins, and 
what can we fay in juftification of our conduc? 
We have forfaken thy commandments, which thou 
baft commanded by thy fervants the prophets, ‘fay- 
ing, The land unto which ye ga to poffe/s ir, it an 
unclean land with the filthine[s of the people with 
their abominations which bave filled it from one 
end to the other with their uncleanne]s. 

As foon as Ezra had finifhed his confeffion, 
which he did in a flood of tears, the people ex- 
preffed the fenfe they had of their tranfgreffions by 
fhedding tears likewife. This circumftance at- 
tracted the peculiar attention of one Shechaniah, 
a confiderable perfon among the Jews who, in 
behalf of his countrymen, addreffed Eara, in 
words to this effect:  ** We have, faid he, . 

«ne 


he did; for, as he intended to get together as many Thra- 
elites as he could to carry with him to Jetufalem, he took 
his courfe this way, and made an halt in the country of Ava, 
or Ahava, from whence he migit fend emiffaries into the Cal- 
pian mountains, ‘to invite fuch Jews as were there to come 
and join him. ai 
+ ‘This treafure was of very confiderable value. It con- 
fifted of an hundred talents of gold, fix hundred and Sfy . 
of filver, and the filver veffels weighed an hundred talents; 
befides which there were twenty baions of gold of a thoufand 
drachms, and two veffels of fuch fine copper as to be litle 
inferior to gold. 
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« in taking Strangers to out. wives; yet, 
€ a ehdenne ae difpofition.. of the people to 
« repent, there is hope in: Ifrael that. God will 
« be merciful. .: Let us. therefore make a cove- 
« pant with our God, td put away all the ftrange: 
« wives and their children, drfd do thou fee that 
« it be done as the law obligeth.” . . 

This advice was readily approved of by Ezra, 
who immediately caufed a proclamation to be 
made throughout the whole land, that the people 
fhould all affemble at Jerufalem within three 
days, on pain of being excommunicated, and 
all their poffeffions forfeited to the king. In 
confequence of this proclamation the people 
‘affembled at the time appointed, when Ezra, 

lacing himfelf in the midft of the multitude, 
addrefied them as follows: Ye bave tranf{greffed, 
and bave taken firange wives to areas the tref- 
pafs of Ifrael. Now, therefore, maké confefion 
ysto the Lord Ged of your fathers, and do bis 
pleafure: feparate yourfelves from the people of the 
land, and from the ftrange wtves. 

The multitude promifed to do as Ezra di- 
reGted, but defired him to confider, that as the 
number of thofe who had tranfgreffed was ex- 
ceeding great, the work could not be accom- 
plifhed in one day. They therefore propofed 
that their rulers fhould anfwer for them, and 
that all thofe who, in the feveral cities, had taken 
ftrange wives, fhould come at appointed times 
to Jerufalem, and bring with them the elders of 
every city to certify that they were all the guilty 
serfons in that place; and fo to proceed till the 

ord was appeafed. This propofition being ap- 
proved of commiffioners were appointed to in- 
fpect into the affair, who, in the fpace of three 
months, made fuch accurate enquiries that this 
great enormity was removed, and a thorough 
reformation brought about among. the people. 

On the death of Zerubbabel (the governor 
of Judah and Jerufalem) the adminiftration, 
both of civil and ecclefiaftical affairs, devolved 
upon Ezra, who continued in that high office 
till the twentieth year of the reign of king Aha- 
fuerus, when it fell into the hands of Nehe- 
miah, a very -religious and good man among 
thofe of the captivity, and who was a particular 
favourite with the king. 

Nehemiah, from his office (which was that of 
cup-bearer * to the king) conftantly refided in 
the palace of Shufhan, and by his great familia- 
rit, sith his prince, had frequent opportunities 
«” doing a€ts of benevolence to his diftreffed 
countrymen. It-happened one day that Nehe- 
miah, feeing fome people of Judah, who had 
been at Jerufalem, afked them fome queftions 
concerning their brethren in that city, as alfo 
with refpect to the ftate of the place itfelf. They 
told him that the city was in a very miferable 
condition indeed, for that its walls ¢ were broken 





* This was a place of great honour and advantage in the 
Perfian court, becaufe of the privilege the perfon_ who en- 
Joyed it had of being frequently in the king’s prefence, and 
thereby having the opportunity of obtaining fach favours as 
he might have occafion to require at his hands. That it was 
@ place of great ad vantage appears evident from Nehemiah’s 
paining thofe immenfe riches, which enabled him, for fo 
ong atime (fee Nehemiah-v, 14, 19.) out of his own pe 


Yate purfe, to live in his governmens with the greatelt fp 
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down; and its gates burnt, fo that the inhabi- 
tants Jay open not only to the incurfions and in- 
fults of their enemies; but likewife to the con- 
tempt and reproach of their neighbours. 
. This melancholy intelligence greatly affected 
Nehemiah, who, for fome days, fafted and 
prayed in behalf of his diftreffed brethren at 
Jerufalem, acknowledging their faults, depre- 


. cating God’s judgments, and humbly befecching 


him that he would be pleafed to favour thé de- 
fign which he had conceived of afking the king’s, 
permiffion to go to Jerufalem. ‘“ O Lord God 
“© of heaven (faid he) that keepeth covenant 
and mercy for them that love him, and ob- 
ferve his commandments: let thine ear now 
be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou 
mayeft hear the prayer of thy fervant, which 
I pray before thee now, both hight and day, 
for the children of Ifrael thy fervants, and con- 
feis the fins of the children of Ifrael, which 
we have finned againft thee: both I and my 
“© father’s houfe have finned. We have dealt 
very corruptly againft thee, and have not 
kept the commandments, nor the ftatutes, 
nor the judgments, which thou commandedft 
“thy fervant Mofes. Remember, I befeech 
thee, the word that thou commandedft thy 
fervant Mofes, faying, If ye tranfgrefs, I will 
{catter you abroad among the nations: but if 
ye turn unto me, and keep my command- 
ments, and do them, though there were 
of you caft our into the uttermoft parts, 
yet will I gather them from thence, and I will 
bring them unto the place that I have chofen 
“to fet my name there. Now thefe are thy 
** fervants, and thy people, whom thou _haft 
“© redeemed by thy great power, and by thy 
** ftrong hand. O Lord, I befeech thee, let 
“* now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy 
*¢ fervants, who defire to fear thy name; and 
«© -profper, ] pray thee, thy fervant this day, and 

«© grant him mercy in the fight of this man.” 
Nehemiah’s long courfe of mourning and pun- 
gent forrow for the fad ftate of his countrymen 
at Jerufalem, had made fuch an alteration in his 
countenance, that when it came to his turn to 
wait on the king, he could not help taking no- 
tice of it, and therefore afked what was the caufe 
of fo ftrange an alteration. Nehemiah was at 
firft ftruck with fear, but recollecting himfelf a 
little, and confidering the great efteem in which 
he was held by the king, he frankly difcovered 
to him the true caufe of his grief. H/hy (faid he) 
Joonuld not iny countenance be fad, when the city, the 
place of my fathers’ fepulchres, lieth wafte, and the 
gates thereof are confumed with fre? The king 
afked him what it. was that he requefted ; upon 
which Nehemiah replied, :-/f i pleafe the king, 
and if thy fervant has found favour in thy figbt, 
that thou wouldeft fcnd me unto udub, unto the 
place 





dor, without applying to the people to difcharge the expences 
of fo high an office. : 

+ The commiffions, which had hitherto been granted the 
Jews, were fuppofed to extend no farther than to the build- 


| ing of the temple, and their own private houfes ; and there» 


fore the walls:and gates of their city lay in the fame ruinous 


‘condition in which they had been left after the deftructiog 


of the place by king Nebuchadnezzar. 
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place of my fathers’ fepulcbres, that I may build 
tk 


Ahafuerus, through the interceffion of his 
queen, who was then fitting with him, readily 
granted Nehemiah’s requeft, and at the fame 
time gave him a full commiffion (as his governor 
of the province of Judea) to repair the walls of 
Jerufalem, to fet up the gates, and fortify the 
city in the fame manner as it was before it was 
difmantled and deftroyed by the Babylonians ; 
but upon this condition, that he fhould return at 
a certain time which he had ftipulatéd. He like- 
wife gave him letters to all the governors of the 
refpective provinces in his dominions, com- 
manding them to give him every neceffary affift- 
ance in carrying onthe werk. He fentan order 
to Afaph, the keeper of the forefts in that part 
of the country, to furnifh him with whatever 
timber he might want, not only for the reparation 
of the towers and gates of the city, but for 
building himfelf an houfe to live in as governor 
of the place; and, to do him ftill more honour, 
he fent a guard of horfe, under the command of 
fome of the captains of his army, to conduct 
him fafe to his government. 

When Nehemiah arrived at Jerufalem, the 
people, attracted by the grandeur of his appear- 
ance, though not knowing his bufinefs, paid 
him the moft diflinguifhed refpe&t. Tn the even- 
ing of the third day after his arrival he went, 
accompanied by fome few of his attendants, pri- 
vately round the city to take a view of the walls, 
which he found in a very ruinous and deplorable 
condition. The next day he fummoned toge- 
ther the heads of the people, who being affem- 
bled, he addreffed as follows: 2 jee the diftre/s 
that we are is, hoc Serufelem licih wafte, and the 
gates thereof arc burned with fire: come, and let 
us build up the wall of Serulatem, that we be no 
more a reproach §. He then told them how gra- 
cious God had been to them in giving him in- 
ftructions in this affair, and how favourable the 
king was in permitting him to come thither for 
their benefit. After this he produced his com- 
miffion and letters for the purpofe, which being 
read to them, their drooping {pirits were fo re- 
vived, that they joyfully and unanimoufly cried 
out, Let us rife up and build. 

For the better and more {peedy execution of 
the work, Nehemiah divided the people into fe- 
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{ There is a concern due to one’s own country, which 
cannot be extinguithed by the pleafure or plenty of any 


other, It is natural to be deeply affeéted at the misfortunes, | 


or deaths of our nearelt friends and relations, at what diftance 
foever we are from them ; nor can any profperity in anather 
country hinder or excufe a man for not baing affected at the 
calamity that may befall hisown. Nehemiah was in no 
mean ftation, when he was cup-bearer to Ahafuerus, and 
we may very reafonably believe, by the grace and bounty 
he thewed towards him, that he might have had any honour 
or preferment he would have demanded in that great and 
flourithing empire. But when that great king difcerned 
that there was forrow of heart in his countenance, and de- 
manded the reafon of it, he made no other aniwer than this, 
the place of my fathers? fepulchres lieth wafre; and when the 
king {0 kindly invited him to atk fome favour worthy of his 
royal bounty, he would require nothing elfe but, Send me 
xnto Judah, unto the city of my fathers’ fepulcbres, that I 
may build it. A man of a generous {pirit will naturally be 
inclined, if in his power, to give relief to his country, more 


efpecially when he is fenfible that i¢ is afflifted with a general } 


calamity. 
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Boor dy} 
veral companies, arid affigned to each the Quertey 


' where they were to: work, referving to himfe 
| the reviewal and ditedion of the: whole, _ T. 


no fooner had thei made thei neceffary pepe 
ae; 


f rations for beginming the work: than Sa: 


an officer of the Mioabités;' and Tobiah, a man 
of note among the Animonites' (two bitter ene. 
mies to: the Jewifh. nation) began to fer 
and ridicule their undertaking, and to make 
them appear conteniptible in ithe eyes of their 
natural enemies the Samawitans. Sanballat,. in 
fpeaking of the work to ‘tht Samaritan army. 
faid, Wbat do thee feeble Yous mean? Will they 
fortify themfelves ? Will they facrifice? Wall they 
make an end in a day? Will they revive the floms 
out of the heaps of the rubbifh which are burned? 
And to back him in this fcornful addrefs, Tobiah 
the Ammonite faid, Even that which they build 
if a fox go up, ke fhall even break down their 
Stone wall, 

As the work, however, advanced they changed 
theirnote, an:l, apprehending themfelves in dan- 
ger from the growing greatnefs of the Jews, they 
refolved, if poffible, to put a flop to their for. 
ther progrefs. To this purpofe they entered 
into a confederacy with fome neighbouring na- 
tions to come upon them by furprize,. demolith 
their works, and put them all to the fwerd. Bur 
Nehemiah, having notice of their horrid defign, 
fent out fcouts daily to obferve their motions, 
and placed a guard well armed to defend and en- 
courage the workmen. He likewife gave orders 
that each of the men fhould have their arms of 
defence near at hand, in cafe they fhould be fud- 
denly attacked, while himfelf went often among 
them, encouraging them, by his precept and 
example, to truit in the Lord, and, in his {peeches 
and exhortations, putting them frequently in 
mind, that (in cafe they were compelled to fight) 
it would be for the fecurity of their wives, their 
brethren and children. 

In this pofture of defence did they continue 
for fome time, when they were informed that 
Sanballat and his party, finding their defign dif- 
covered, and the Jews prepared to recerve-them, 
had laid afide their intended expedition. This 
greatly leflened their fears, and they went oa 
boldly with the work, but with fuch caution, 
that, to prevent any furprize, they wrought with 
their weapons by them; and becaufe, by oe 





§ The fpeech which Jofephus puts into the mouth of Ne- 
hemiah on this occafion, isto the following effet: ‘“ You 
*© cannot but fee and underfiand, you men of Judea, that 
*¢ we ourfelves are, at this day, under ower and provi- 
«« dence of the fame Almighty and merciful God, that did 
“ fo many things for our ferefathers: Abraham, Haac, 20 
“© Jacob, out of a graciuus regard-te their piety and jufdice: 
<< and it is by the favour of thar Gol, thar Lhayg now ol 
& tained leave from the king to enter apon the rebuilding 
*s of your wall, and the puting an end to the work 0} 
«« the temple that is vet unfinithed. But taking this it 
ss granted, that you live among a fort, of malicious and 
© {piteful neighbours, who would do all that is to be done 
* in nature, for the croffing of your defign, when they come 
‘© once to fee you heartily intent upon the undertaking, 
«< fhall therefore recommend it to you, in the firft piace, 
“¢ yefolutely and fearlefsly to caft yourfelves pos Go — 
«© who will moft certainly defeat all the practices of you 
“© enemies; and, in the next place, to ply your bafiuefs day 
and night, without any intermiffion either of care & © 
s* labour, this being the proper feafon for it.”* 


a 
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reat length of the wall they were obliged 
= ae fome Fftance from each other, Nehe- 
miah ordered a trumpeter always to attend, giving 
inftructions to the .people, that wherever they 
thould hear the found of the trumpet, immiedi- 
ately to repair to the fpot, affuring them that 


forcibly they might be attacked by the | 
et ot ned ne to ‘fear, for that the Lord 


ioe their fide, and would fight for them. . 


But while they .were all bufily employed: in [I 


building the walls, there happened a kind of 
mutiny among the common people, which might 
have been of fatal confequence had it not been 
for the timely interpofizion of Nehemiah. The 
more wealthy among the Jews, taking advantage 


of the meaner fort, exacted a very heavy ufury f 


on fuch whofe neceffities obliged thein to borrow 
money for the fupport of themfelves and fami- 
lies. This oppreffion reduced them fo low that 
they were obliged to mortgage their lands, vine- 
yards, olive-yards and houfes, to buy provifions, 
as alfo to pay the king’s tribute; but that which 
mott affected them was, they were even com- 
pelled to fell their children, and fubject them to 
aftate of bondage. 

As foon as Nehemiah heard of thefe bafe pro- 
ceedings, and the diftreffes of the common people, 
he was greatly afflicted, and refolved to remove 
fo great an iniquity. To effect this, he called 
together a general affembly of the richer part 
of the Jews, to whom he fet forth the nature 
of the offence they had committed, how great a 
breech it was of the Divine law, and how heavy 
an o;preffion it was on their brethren; what 
handle it might give their enemies to reproach 
them, and how much it might provoke the 
wrath of God again{t thein all. Therefore, faid 
he, reficre, T pray you, to them, cum this day, 
their lands, their vineyards, their olive-yards, and 
their boufes; alfo the hundredth part of the money, 
and of the corn, the wine, and the oil, that ye have 
exatted of then. 


The oppreffive Jews, being thoroughly fen- | 
fible of the juftnefs of Nehermiah’s accufations, . 
But this not fa- |, 


promnifed to do as he dirested. 
tisfying, him, he obliged them to take an oath 
ftrily to obferve it, and to prevent their vio- 
Jating the oath they had taken, he, by way of 
imprecation, fhook the middle part of his vett, 
faying, So Ged fhake cut cucry man from bis 
heufe and from kis labour that performeth not this 
promife, even thus be he foaken out, and emptied. 
They all repeated their promife of obeying Ne- 
hemiah’s orders, which having ftrictly done, the 
common people were fatisfied, and profecuted 
their work with great chearfulnefs and dili- 
gence, . 

Thefe ufurers had a moft excellent example 
before them againft their bafe practices in the per- 
fon of Nehemiah, who was fo far from countenanc- 
ing any manner of oppreffion, that he did not even 
accept the daily revenue of forty fhekels of fil- 
ver, and the conftant furniture of his table with 
Provifions ; but remicted thefe, and all other 
advantages of his place, that might any way be 
troublefome and chargeable to the people. Nay, 
he not only refufed the allowance which was due 
to him as governor, but, at his own charge, kept 
pen houfe, entertaining every day at his table 
an hundred and fifty of the Jews and their su- 
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Jers, befides ftrangers; for which he conftantly 
allowed an ox, fix fat fheep, and fowl in propor- 
tion, and, on every tenth day, a great plenty of 
wine: Beficles this, he gave many rich prefents 
to the temple, and, by his generous example, 
encouraged others, both princes and people, to 
do the hke. 
The fuccefsful management of Nehemiah in 
carrying on the building of the walls of Jeru< 
falem fo irritated Sanballat and his party, thar, 
finding they could not attack him by open force, 
they had recourfe to craft and ftratagem; de- 
figning, if poffible, to take away his life. To 
this purpofe, under pretence of ending the dif- 
ference between them in an amicable manner, 
they fent to invite him to a conference in a cer- 
tain village in the plain of Ono, a place belong- 
ing to the tribe of Benjamin, defigning, when 
they had him there, to do him a mifchief. But 


} Nehemiah, very probably fufpe@ting their de~ 


fign, returned for anfwer, ‘© that the work in 
which he was engaged required his perfonal 
attendance, and therefore he could not come.”* 
They repeated this meffage four times, and Ne- 
hemiah as often returned the fame anfwer. Ac 
length Sanballat, perceiving that Nehemiah wag 
too cautious to be enfnared by a general invi- 
tation, refolved to try him by a more perfonal 
expedient that fhould immediately concern him, 
and, on pretence of clearing himfelf from an 
accufation of no lefs than treafon, oblige him 
to come to him. He therefore the fifth time 
fent his fervant to him with an open letter, the 
contents of which were to the following effect : 
«¢ That it was currently reported he was building 
the walls of Jerufalem only to make it a place 
of ftrength, to fuppore his intended revolt; that, 
to this purpofe, he had fuborned falfe prophets 
to favour ‘his defign, and to encourage the people 
to choofe him king; and that therefore, to ftop 
the courfe of thefe rumours, (which, in a fhort 
time, would certainly come to the king’s ears) 
he advifed him to come to him, that they might 
confer together, and take fuch refolutions as 
might be thought neceflary.”’ 

Nehemiah, knowing his own innocence, eafily 
faw through this fhallow contrivance, and being 
refolved to make an end of the work he had fo 
fuccefsfully began and carried on, returned 
Sanballat a fhort and contemptuous anfwer to 
this effect: ‘* That all the accufations he had 
laid againft him were falfe, and the inventions 
only of his own wicked heart.” 

Sanballat, finding himfelf again difappointed, 
and refolved, if poffible, to accomplith his ends, 
hit upon gnother proje&, which he endeavoured 
to carry into execution. He had bribed to his 
intereft one Shemaiah, the fon of Delaiah the 
prieft, a great favourite of Nehemiah. This 
perfon (according to the plot between him and 


‘Sanballat) pretended to the gift of prophecy 5 


and therefore, when Nehemiah went one day to 
his houfe, he foretold that his enemies wouldmake 
an attempt to murder him that very night, for 
which reafon he advifed him to go with him inta 
the inner part of the temple, and to fecure them- 
Selves by fhutting the doors. But though Nehe- 
miah did not apprehend the other’s defign, yet, 


through a fenfe of honour and religion, he pofi- 
| tively declared, that whatfoever might be the 


confequence,. 
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confequence, he would not quit his ftation, be- 
caufe it would badly become a man in his cha- 
raéter to feek for refuge when he faw danger ap-. 
proaching. Should fuch a man as I (faid be) flee? 
and who is there that being as T am, would go into 
the temple to fave his life? I will nct goin. 

Thus did this fcheme likewife prove equally 
abortive withthe reft; and tho? Nehemiah knew 
not at the time the defign that was laid againft 
him, yet he afterwards difcovered the whole plot, 
and chaftifed Shemaiah for his perfidy in a man- 
ner he juftly deferved. 

Theie, and many other difficulties, the good 
Nehemiah hadto contend with, but by God’s 
aflittance, he overcame them all, and in the 
fpace of fifty-two days, the whole work was 
compleated. : 

Nehemiah had furmounted all the difficulties 
thrown in his way to impede the building of the 
walls, but he was ftill greatly perplexed, on ac- 
count of the treachery of fome of his own peo- 
ple. The princes of Judah, as they had all 
along done, held a correfpondence with Tobiah, 
which he had fo improved, that they gave him 
a particular account of every tranfaction that 
took place at Jerufalem ; and {wore to him they 
would continue fo to do while it remained in 
their power. By thefe means Tobiah gained a 
ftrong party to his intereft, and to fuch lengths 
did they carry their attachment to him, that they 
had the impudence to fpeak in commendation 
of himeven in the prefence of Nehemiah. This 
came to the ears of the vain Ammonite, who, 
on that account, looked with fuch contempt on 
Nehemiah, that he fent him feveral very infolent 
letters; but Nehemiah treated them all with 
difdain, well knowing that while he had God on 
his fide he had no reafonto be fearful of the 
threats of men. 

Though Nehemiah was not any ways fearful 
of what his enemies could do to him,, yet he 
thought it not impolitic to guard againft any 
danger, that, from their treacherous and vile ma- 


chinations, might arife either within or without | 
He therefore gave the charge of the }! 


the city. 
gates to his brother Hanani *, and to Hananiah, 
marfhal of his palace +, two men in whom he 
could confide, commanding them not to fufferthe 
gates to be opened till forme time after fun-rifing, 
to fee them fafe barred at night, and to fet the 
watch, which fhould confift of fettled houfe- 
keepers, who were known to be careful and di- 
ligentmen. As a farther fecurity to the city, 
Nehemiah, obferving that the number of its in- 
habitants was very difproportionate to fo exten- 
five a place, ordered that the principal people a- 
mong the Jews throughout the kingdom, fhould 
make that their place of refidence, and at the 
fame time obliged the multitude to caft lots, 


whereby a tenth part of the whole were obliged 


ec er EL APE 


* Nehemiah made choice of thefe two men, not from, par-’ 
tial views to his own kindred, but becaufe he knew they.! 


would acquit themfelves in their employment with a ftrict 
” fidelity. Hanani had given proof of his: zeal for God and 
his country, in taking a tcdious joarney from Jerufalem to 
Shufhan, to inform Nehemiah of the fad ftate of the city, 
and to implore his affiftance for.the relief of ic. And the 


reafon why he put fuch truft and confidence in Hananiah. 
was, becaufe he was avery confcientious man, and ated 
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‘thoufand drachms of gold, two thoufand 





; Boon Wy 
to fix their. habitations within the city and’ its? 
fuburbs. ie ee 
. After Nehemiah had made thefe regulations’ 
for the fecurity of the city, he and the people’ 
made their free-will offerings for the work of the 
Lord. Nehemiah gave to the treafury one’ 


‘thoufand drachms of gold, fifty bafons, and 


five hundred and thirty priefts veftments. Some 
of the elders gave twenty thoufand drachms of 
gold, and two thoufand two hundred: pieces of, 
filver; and the ref of the people gaye twenty’ 
tece 
of filver and fixty-feven priefts garments. Nee 

The affairs of the Jews being brought to this 
happy fituation, and good order eftablithed’ 
among them, Ezra, the learned and pious {cribe 
and prieft, at the requeft of the vegple, pro- 
duced the Book of the Law, which the Lord, 
by Mofes, had commanded the children of If 
rael ftrictly to obferve. On this occafion a pul- 
pit was erected in the ftreet before the water-gate, 
in which Ezra placed himfelf, that he might be 
the better feen and heard by the people. As foon 
as he had opened the book, the people all f{tood 
up, and he having given thanks to God, they 
lifted up their heads and cried Amen; after 
which they bowed their heads, and worfhipped 
the Lord with the moft profound reverence. 
The company being divided into feveral parts, 
Ezra (afiifted by thirteen priefts) read and ex- 
pounded the law to them, which they liftened to 
with fuch attention and devotion, that, being 
thoroughly fenfible of their paft tranfgreffions, 
they mourned and wept. But Ezra and his affitt- 
ants comforted them, telling them, that was not 
atime to mourn and weep, becaufe it was the 
fabbath, and therefore a day holy to the Lord 
God: that they fhould, on the contrary, be 
chearful, eat and drink of the beft, and fend 
part of their provifion to the poor, for. whom 
there was not any thing provided. Go your way 
(faid he) eat the fat, and drink the fweet, and 
fend portions unto them for whom nothing is pre- 
pared: for this day is bely unto our Lord. The 
people, in obedience to Ezra’s orders, immedi- 
ately difperfed, and ftrictly performed all that he 
had commanded. 

The next day they affembled again, as did 
alfo the elders, priefts and Levites, in order to 
be farther inftructed by Ezra in the knowledge 
of the law. In the courfe of his expounding it 
to them, it appeared that the children of Ifrael 
fhould dwell in booths during the time of cele- 
brating the Feaft of Tabernacles (which was 
ow at hand) and that they fhould caufe pro- 
clamation to be made in all other cities, as well 
asin Jerufalem, that the people fhould go forth 
and get olive-branches, pine-branches, myrtle 
branches, palm-branches, and branches of other 
trees thick with leaves, to make booths, in sl 

they 





_wpon religious principles, which would certainly keep hit 
rom thofe temptations of perfidy he might probahly met! 


|{ with in his abfence, and againft which a man, defticute > 
the fear of God, cowld not have a fufficient defence. | 


+ The houfe in which Nehemiah lived; during his rel 


| dence at Jerufalem, might very juitly be called a palace, be . 


canfe he lived there in great fplendor, though wholly at hs 
own expence, and, as. the kirg’s viccrey, there gave a 
ence to the people. 
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they were tO refide during the celebration of the 
cee people, who were now grows thoroughly 
{enfible of the danger of tranfgreffing the law, 
by woeful ex erience in their anceftors, previous 
to the day of the feaft commencing, went out 
and brought branches to make themfelves booths, 
which they did, fome on the tops of their houfes, 
others in their courts; fome in the courts of the 
temple, and others in the ftreets. They kept 
the feaft feven days, on each of which Ezra ex- 
pounded fome part or other of the laws of Mo- 
fes; and the eighth day was held with a folem- 
nity equal to any ever obferved on a familar oc- 
cafion. eee 

A few days after the clofe of this feaft, the 
Jews affembled again, but on a very different 
occafion. They appeared in fackcloth with earth 
upon their heads, fafting and mourning, con- 
fefling their own fins, and deprecating the judg- 
ments due to their fathers and their own iniqui- 
ties. They then acknowledged the Omnipo- 
tence of God in creating and prefervirg all 
things; enumerated his gracious mercies to their 
fathers from the time of the covenant made with 
Abraham ; recognizing the many and great in- 
ftances of his Providence in delivering them 
from their enemies and perfecutors; and, de- 
ploring their fathers and their own difobedience 
and rebellion, owned they were defervedly fub- 
jet to very fevere punifhment. Finally, they 
made a covenant with the Lord that they would 
obferve his laws as given by their great legiflator 
Mofes: and to oblige them to the more ftric&t 
obfervance of this covenant, it was engroffed, 
and the princes, priefts and Levite: fet their feals 
fo it. 3 
Nehemiah, having fettled the affairs both of 
church and ftate in Jerufalem, and fully exe- 
cuted the bufinefs on which he went, returned, 
according to his promife, to the court at Shu- 
fhan, and was very cordially received by the 
king. He had not, however, been long at Shu- 
fhan before the people of Jerufalem relapfed in- 
to their old corruptions, and grew very irregular, 
all which was owing to the mifconducét of Elia- 
fhib the high-prieft, who, having the charge of 
the treafury, and being allied, by marriage, to 
Tobiah, the great enemy of the Jews, had fur- 
nifhed him with an apartment in the temple, in 
the place where they were accuftomed to lay the 
offerings, and other holy things, appointed for 
the difcharge of religious worfhip. This inti- 
macy between Eliafhib and Tobiah occafioned 
great mifchief and confufion, for the people, by 
converfing with the heathens, foon broke the 
covenant they had fo lately made, profaning the 
fabbath, and mixing in marriage with them. 

As foon as Nehemiah heard of the people’s 
apoftacy, and the great mifconduct of Eliathib, 
he obtained permiffion of the king to go again 
to Jerufalem, on his arrival at which place he 
found all things in the utmoft diforder and con- 
fufion, He found the people were led away, 


and debauched in their principles, by a man who 


was an open enemy to them; and that an apart- 
Ment in the Houfe of God was adapted for one’ 
who was a declared enemy to his worthip. This 
fo inflamed the good Nehemiah, that he was re- 


go 
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folved té put’ an end to fuch irregularities ; bur 
the corruption being grown general, he found 
himfelf under the neceffity of ufifig great cau- 
tion in carrying his defign into execution; for 
Tobiah had not orily infinuated himfelf into the 
good opinion of the people in general, but had 
likewife got over to his intereft the principal part 
of their leaders. 

The firft ftep Nehemiah took towards bring- 
ing about 4 reformation among the people, and 
convincing them of their errors, was, by caufing 
the book of the law to be publicly read in their 
hearing. Among other paffages that particular- 
ly engaged the attention of the people, was one 
to this effet: “ That the Ammonite and the 
Moabite fhould not come unt» thé congregation 
of God for ever; becaufe they met not the chil- 
dren of Ifrael with refrefhments of bread and 
water when they came out of Egypt, but hired 
Balaamn againft them to curfé them; though God 
turned the curfe into a bleffing.” 

No fooner did the people who had tranfgrefted 
hear this part of the law, than they became 
thoroughly fenfible of their error, and fhewed 
their readinefs to reform by feparating themfelves 
from the mixed multitude. This gave Nehe- 
miah a convenient opportunity of removing To- 
biah, who was an Ammonite, from that apart- 
ment in the temple, which he had for fome time 
occupied by the permiffion and indulgence of 
Ehiafhib. The law being pofitive, and the 
people, by his prudent condu@, well inclined 
to obey it, he threw Tobiah’s furniture out of 
the facred chamber, caufed it to be cleanted; 
and the veffels, together with the offerings and 
incenfe, which had been removed the better to 
accommodate Tobiah, to be reinftated. 

Amidft the variety of corruptions that had 
taken place among the people during Nehemiah’s 
abfence from Jerufalem was one, of which (being 
a conftant frequenter of the public worfhip, and 
zealoufly anxious for its promotion) he could 
not avoid taking particular notice. ‘This was, 
the neglect of carrying on the daily fervice of 
the Houfe of God, in a proper and decent 
manner ; for the tythés, which were to maintain 
the priefts and other officers of the temple, in 
their refpective ftations, betng either embezzled 
by Eliafhib, or withheld by the laity, they were 
reduced to the neceffity of leaving the temple, 
and flying into the country in order to obtain a 
fubfiftence. To remedy this abuie, Nehemiah 
iffued out a proclaination in the name of the king, 
ordering the people immediately to bring their 
tithes of corn, wine and oil, into the treafury of 
the temple; which orders being ftrictly obeyed, 
Nehemiah appointed proper officers to receive 
and diftribute them, recalled the abfent priefts, 
and reftored all things to the fame order in which 


| he had left them at the time of his returning to 


Shufhan. : 

The next grievance the pious Nehemiah had 
to remove was, the profanation of the Sabbath, 
on which day the Jews had; during his abfence, 
done all manner of fervile works, fuch as tread - 


| ing their wine-preffes, and bringing their corn, 


wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of burthens, 


ij into Jerufalem: they likewile fuffered the Ty- 
| rians, and other ftrangers, to bring fifh, and al; * 


4 1 kind 
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kinds of wares, into the city, and to difpofe of 
therm by. public fale in the fame manner as on 
other days of the week. To remove this violent 
‘profanation Nehemiah affembled the people to- 
gether, and warmly expoftulated with them on 
their carrying on fuch irreligious practices. What 
evil thing (faid he) zs this that ye do, and pro- 
fene the fatbath ? Did not your fathers thu-, and 
did not our God bring all this evil upon us, and 
upon thas city ? yet ye bring mere wrath upon Ifrael 
by profening tke fabbath. Waving faid this, to 
fhew them that he was determined to remove this 
evil, and to bring about a thorough reformation 
amongft them, he gave ftriét orders that, to- 
wards the evening, before the commencement 
of the fabbath, the city gates fhould be fhut, 
and not opened ull the fabbath was over; and 
that this injuction might be duly obferved, he 
appointed fome of his own fervants * to guard 
the gates, and ftrictly prohibited any kinds of 
burthens whatever to be brought into the city 
during the time of public worfhip. 

‘The merchants and dealers (being unacquainted 
with Nehemiah’s orders for preferving the fab- 
bath) came, as ufual, the preceding evening 
with their various articles for fale, but were 
greatly furprized to find the gates fhut, fo that 
they were obliged to take up their lodging with- 
out the walls of the city. “This difappointment, 
however, did not check them from coming 
again on the evening preceding the next fabbath, 
upon which Nehemiah feverely reprimanded 
them, telling them, if they offered to do fo 
again he would have them taken into cuftody 
and punifhed. /VAy (laid he) lodge ye about the 
wali? if xedo fo again, I will lay hands cn you. 
In confequence of this they quietly departed, 
nor dic chey make any farther attempt to bring 
their goods to the city for fale on the fabbath. 
But Nehemiah, fufpecting they might, by fome 
contrivance or other, endeavour to break through 
his orders, and repeat their former bad practices, 
took a more fecure method to prevent it, by 
commanding the Levites to cleanie themfelves, 
take up their ftation at the gates of the city, 
and guard it, that the fabbath day might be 
kept ftrict and holy. Thus, with great care 
and difficulty, did this good man remove an 
evil that might have been of the moft fatal 
confequences to the people, and once more efta- 
blifhed the true worthip of the Lord in the city 
of Jerufalem. 

We have already obferved that Nehemiah, 
in order to convince the Jews of their tranfgref- 
fions, did, on his return from Shufhan to Jeru- 
falem, caufe the Book of the Lawto be read 
before the people, which exprefsly declared 
againft their having any connection, or holding 
any converfation, with the Ammonites and Mo- 
abites; and that, in confequence thereof, thofe 
who had tranfgreffed immediately feparated 





* From this it appears as if matters were come to fuch a 
pafs that Nehemiah could not truft the common porters of 
the gates, and therefore appointed fome of his own do- 
meftics, whom he knew would neither be carelefs nor cor- 
rupted, to fee that the gates were kept fhut, and all traffic 
prohibited. He, however, afterwards appointed the Levites 
to this office, becaufe he not only thought that by virtue of 
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themfelves from: the multitude... But. the cag 
of mixed marriages, which had been made be. 
tween the’ Jews-and other nations, had taken 
fuch deep root, ‘that Nehemiah found it a diffi. 
cult matter to eradicate it. He well knew 
that fuch alliances, in former ages, had be. 
trayed the Ifraelites into idolatry and othenabo. 
minations, and was anxioufly delfirous to prevent, 
if poffible, the like confequences in future, 
Finding, therefore, among the Jews fome thay 
had married women of Afhdod, Ammon and 
Moab, whofe children, he obferved, {poke 
neither the language of one parent or the 
other, he remonftrated with them on the impro- 
priety of their marrying ftrange women, and 
pointed out the difagreeable confequences that 
mutt arife to their children, who would not only 
be induced to follow bad practices, but would, 
in time, entirely forget their native language, 
But the people, inftead of paying a proper re. 
fpeét to Nehemiah’s remonftrance, treated him 
with great indignity, infomuch, that, in the 
height of his refentment, he was provoked to 
curfe them. The people, however, {till con- 
tinued obftinate, upon which Nehemiah was fo 
irritated, that he ordered fome of them to be 
taken into cuftody, and compelled the reft to 
fwear by the Lord that they fhould not them- 
felves, nor fuffer any of their defcendants, ever 
after to intermarry with other nations, expoftu- 
lating with thein in words to this effect: « Did 
** not Solomon, king of Ifrael, fin by doing 
thefe things? Though there was no king 
among the heathens like unto him, though 
he was beloved of his God, who made him 
king over all Ifrael, yet he was betrayed by 
ftrange women to commit idolatry. Is it 
reafonable, then, that we fhould imitate the 
example to do this great evil, to tranfgrefs 
againit our God, in marrying ftrange wives?” 
And to fhew himfelf an impartial judge in his 
adminiftration, Nehemiah made no dittin¢tion 
of quality or condition among thofe who con- 
tinued to tranferefs, punifhing all alike whom 
he found guilty, He gave an inftance of this 
in the fon of Joiada, the fon of Eliafhib the 
high-pricit, who, having married the daughter 
of Sanballat the Horonite, and refufing to part 
with her, was, by Nehemiah’s orders, expelled 
the city, and obliged to fly to his father-in-law 

in Samaria. 
Having thus put a ftop to illegal marriages, 
Nehemiah prayed to God to do juftice on thole 
who defiled the priefthood, and violated the co- 
venant between the priefts and Levites and the 
Lord. Remember them (faid he) O my God, be- 
caufe they bave defied the pricfbcod, and the co- 
venant of the pricftiodd, and of the Levite. He 
then proceeded to purge the place from all pro- 
fanation of ftrangers, appointing the priefts and 
Levites their feveral apartments and offices, 
fetting 


ce 
ce 
ce 
ce 
ce 
ce 
ce 
is 





their charaétcr they would’ meet with more deference and 
refpect than his domeSic fervants, becaufe he refolved, whea 
he thould again leave jerufalem (at which time he thould 
be obliged to take his own fervants with him) to have the 
watch continued, till the abominable cuftom of admitting 
dealers into ike city on the fabbath-day fhould be quite aa- 
nihilated. 
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fetting out the wood for the offerings, and taking 
care of the firft fruits. : 
This is the laft act we find recorded of the 
ood and pious Nehemiah. How long he lived 
after having made thefe reformiations among the 
people, whether he continued in his place of go- 
vernor, or whether he died in Judea.or in Per- 
fia, we are not informed. Jofephus fays that he 
died ina very advanced age; and this appears 
exceeding probable, for, at the time when his 
book ends he muft have been at leaft feventy 
earsof age. It is moft likely that he continued 
in the government of Judea till the time of his 
Geath, fupporting his character by the moft ex- 
emplary zeal for religion, and the good of his 
nation; at the fame time preferving the dig- 
nity of his office with the moft magnificent hof- 
pitality. i 
Notwithftanding the great care and pains Ne- 
hemiah had taken to work a reformation among 
the people, it was not long after his death before 
they relapfed into their old enormities; for 
which reafon we find the prophet Malachi (the 
latt under the Jaw, and who mult have lived in 
the time of Nehemiah) fent to reprove then: for 
their iniquity and fcandalous proceedings. Ha- 
ving firft demonftrated to them the particular 
efteem God had to the houfe of Ifrael in pre- 
ference to that of Efau*, he taxed them with 
their ingratitude and neglect of his worfhip, but 
more efpeciaily the priefts, whom he charged 
with irreligious and profane approaches to the 
altar, with corrupting the covenant of Levi, 
and, by giving a bad example in themfelves, 
having occafioned many to violate the laws of 
their great legiflator Mofes. After this he threat- 
ened to judge them for all their fins, particu- 
larly for marrying with the heathens, and mock- 
ing God with their vain fhews and pretences to 
religion, whilft they were notorioufly guilty of 
adultery, perjury, oppreffion and other vices. 
He charged them with facrilege, in not having 
paid the tythes and offerings, which being a part 
of the law, and appropriated to the maintenance 
cf the priefts and Levites, could not be detained 
without manifeft violence. and injuftice; for 
which he feverely reproved them. He then 
gave them a hint of God’s calling the Gentiles, 
promifing the coming of the Meffenger of the 
Covenant whom they all defired. Then (fays he) 
foalt the cffering of Fudab and Ferufalem be plea- 





* In Malachi i. 3. it is faid Ged hated Efau, and in other 
places the word dare is ufed in a feverer fenfe than is meant, 
or the original allows. 
word, which here, and in other tlaces, on the like occafion, 
isrendered to Aare, fignifies alfo to love le/s, or to take lefs 
care of athing, and not to with or do it any harm. And 
thatitisthus to be tak:n here appears from St. Matthew 
%. 37. where Our Saviour lays, Ae that loveth father or mo- 


It thould be confidered that the [| 
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fant tinto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in 
former years. To give fome comfort to the 
good and pious, who perfevered in their duty, 
and fteadfaftly believed God’s word, he declared 
that God would not forget his promife to their 
fathers, but would, in his own good time, ful- 
fil it ; affuring them, that when that day fhould 
come, the proud, and all that had done wicked- 
ly, fhould be utterly extirpated ; but thofe that 
had feared the Lord fhould enjoy profperity and 
abundance. He then promifed them victory in 
thofe days over all their enemies, whom they 
fhould trample as duft under their feet; and 
ftri€tly enjoined them not to forget the law of 
Mofes the fervant of the Lord, which he gave 
him in Mount Horeb. At length, as a fore- 
runncr of the completion of all that he had pro- 
miied concerning the coming of the Meffiah, he 
concluded by telling them that the Lord would 
fend Elias the prophet before the great and ter- 
rible day, the happy effe&t of which would be; 
the turning the hearts of the fithers to their 
children, and of the children to their fathers. 

Malachi, who, as we have already obferved, 
was the laft of the prophers (and whofe Book 
cloics the Old Teftament) certainly lived in 
the time of Nehemiah; but at what period ei- 
ther of them paid the debt of nature, we are 
not any where informed. From the time of 
Malachi the prophetic fpirit ceafed, nor did 
any perton afterwards appear, invefted with Di- 
vine power, as of old, till the coming of John 
the Baptift, the great prophet and forerunner of 
Chrift, the Redeemer of Mankind. 

From the deaths of Nehemiah and Malachi, 
to the birth of Our Saviour; are reckoned, by 
the neareft computations, four hundred years, 
during which time various revolutions happened 
in the Jewifh ftate, and the church of God un.- 
derwent very great and heavy periecutions both 
from the Greeks and Romans; the particulars 
of which (having now done with the Sacred Hit- 
tory) we mult gather from the apocryphal books 
of the Maccabees, Philo Judaus, Jofephus, and 
other hiftorians, in order to continue the feries 
of Hiftory to the time of Our Bleffled Redeemer. 
But before we proceed to relate thefc particulars, 
we fhall mention fome things contained in the 
Old Teftament, which, to prevent interrupting 
the thread of the Hiltory, could not with pro- 
priety, be hitherto inferted. 








ther more than me is not worthy of me. Therefore it is but 
reafonable to tranflate the words of che Apoftle St. Paul, 
Rom. 1. 13. taken cut of Malachi i. 3. J have loved 
Facch more than Efaz: becaufe God’s dealing towards the 
tdomites does not thew any real hatred againitt trem, but 
only that he favoured th:m lefs than the defcendants of 
Jacob. 
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IX. 


Containing fone Account of the Book of Psatms; rhe Proverss of SoLomon, 
the Book of Eccusstastss 3 and the SonG oF SoLOMON. 


N the life of David we have taken notice that 
he wrotc a great number of fongs, or fpiri- 
tual hymns, and that, from his fuperior know- 
ledge in mufic, he fixed tunes to many of them, 
which were played on the harp, an inftrument 
invented by himfelf. We have alfo obferved, 
in the life of the great and wife Solomon, that 
he compoted a number of proverbs; (and there 
is no doubt but he was the author of the Book 
called Ecclefiaftes) but we have not had the op- 
portunity of properly noticing the excellencies 


of either of thefe great and diftinguifhed com- | 


pofitions. 
fubject of the prefent chapter ; beginning with 


The Boox of PSALMS. 


This Book has always been accounted (by 
the church of God) amongft the reft of the 
Canonical Books of the Old Teftament, as a 
rich jewel, whofe price and value cannot be 
well conceived, much lefs fully expreffed either 
in writing, or by word of mouth. Some have 
called it, 142 Chriftian’s garden of pleafure, ftored 
with moft odoriferous flowers and exquifite fruits, 
Others have termed it his Magazine and Armory, 
where he is furnifhed with arms of proof for all 
combats whatever. Orhersagain, his Exchequer 
and Treafurv, being filled with the choiceft 
riches. Others have confidered it as the Anato- 
my of a Believer, an exquifite mirror of the in- 
conceivable grace of Gou, and a perfet and full 
compendium of the Holy Bible; that is, of the 
law and gofpel, and of the true knowledge of 
God, and of his pure worfhip. It contains ma- 
ny faving inftructions concerning the exiftence 
of God, and of the Holy Trinity, the proper- 
ties of the Divine nature, his eternal counfel, 
his holy word, and his wonderful works; but 
efpecially thote of his beneficence and mercy 
towards his church, and of his juft judgments 
upon the workers of iniquity. 

In this book we read of the perfon and office 
of the Meffiah, and of the extent and propaga- 
tion of his kingdom throughout the nations of 
the world by the preaching of his gofpel ; as al- 
fo concerning the fad and deplorable ftate of 
man under fin, of the nature and condition of 
regeneration, of true repentance, and of the 
love and fear of God. We likewife read of the 
nature of true faith, of trufting in bm alone, 
and how we ought not to glory, but in Aim ; of 
the certainty of falvation; of the continual war 
between the flefh and fpirit, as alfo concerning 
the catholic church, gathered both from Jews and 


We fhall therefore make thefe the } 


Gentitles,; of ecclefiaftical difcipline; the com- | 


munion of faints, the forgtvenefs of fins, the 
re{urrection of the body, and of life eternal. 

We find alfo in this book all manner of fpi- 
ritual exercifes of piety, as patterns and forms 
of praifing the holy name of God; of giving 
thanks for the benefits received at his hands; of 
promifes and vows in acknowledgment and gra- 
titude for mercies received ; of a great number 
of fervent and earneft prayers for whatever can 
concern the glory of God, and the intereft of 
believers, as well in general as particular, efpe- 
cially in all manner of croffes, calamities and 
afflictions ; with abundance of holy meditations, 
folid and powerful comforts, and efficacious ar- 
guments, to ftrengthen us in faith, patience, 
hope, and all other Divine virtues and graces, 
Infomuch that we cannot conceive any condition 
in which a believer may be in this life, whether 
of profperity, or adverfity ; of temptation, or 
deliverance; of fighting, or victory; of health, 
or ficknefs,-but he will find, in this book, a fuit- 
able entertainment to it, to the quieting of his 
confcience, and to the advancement of his fal- 
vation. 

And whereas, in the other Books of Holy 
Writ, God reprefents to us how he is pleafed to 
fpeak to his church; in this he teaches us how 
we ought to fpeak to him, there being no coun- 
cil in time of difficulty, no fupport in affliction, 
no comfort in forrow, no praifes and elevations 
of joy, wherewith he doth not fill the hearts and 
mouths of his children in the meditation of thefe 
lacred poems, which, by the efficacy of the 
Holy Spirit, accompanying the mufic and ex- 
preffions of them, excite in their fouls holy 
fallies and flights from their houfes of clay, to 
the manfions of glory. In fhort, whatever hath 
been faid of the efficacy of mufic, in exciting 
all the different paffions and affections of man, 
affuaging grief, and appeafing anger, and all 
other troubles of the mind, may, in a more 
eminent manner, be attributed to the Divine 
charms of David's myftical harp. 

There is no evil {pirit whom this mufic will 


-not drive away; no grief over which jit doth 


not triumph. Wherefore every Chriftian, how- 
ever eminent and profperous his condition may 
be, ought to read and meditate this Book with 
great application, in order to accuftom himfelf 
to the peculiar ftyle and language of the Spirit 
of God, which is there made ule of; being af- 
fured, that when he has once well relifhed the 
wonder-working efficacy and fuccefs of it 
that it will be to his foul as a refrefhing and 
reviving dew, which will make him flourifhing 


and fruitful in all good works ; and he will find 
no 


Cuar, IX. 
no greater pleafure than in carrying it in his 
heart, mouth and hands, as an affured preter- 


yative, and never-failing antidote, again{t the 


malignant contagion of the world, and the ge- 
neral corruption that prevails throughout it. 
To this purpofe alfo the the Book of Pfalms ss 
frequently recommended to us by the Holy 
Spirit in the Old Teftament, as well as by Our 
Saviour and his apoftles in the New; and, by 
the fpecial wifdom and goodnefs of God, it has 
been configned to the church in the form of 
Hymns, or Songs, to make them the more ta- 
hina, as well as more familiar, and thereby the 
more comprehenfible to the meanelt capacity. 

The Jews have given this Book the title of 
Teli, Which fignifies /dvmas, or Scngs of Pratle ; 
ic being nothing elfe but a collection of Sonzs 
truly f{piritual, which have been dictated by Di- 
vine infpiration, to teach us to praife and cele- 
brate the Name of the Lord. ‘The Greek in- 
terpreters of che Old Teftament have called it 
by the name of a Pfalter or Pfalms, which title 
the facred penmen of the New ‘Teftament have 
Iikewife retained; but the Greek word peculiarly 
denotes thofe holy fongs which were played with 
the fingers on ftringed inftruments, according 
to the practice of the Iraelites, in the tabernacle 
and teinple. 

Thefe holy hymns are commonly called The 
Pyalias of Devi, becaufe he was the author of 
the greatelt part of them. . The rcft were com- 
pofed by other prophets and men ot God, as 
Mcfes, Afaph, &c. and it is fuppoted that the 
whole were put together (as they now appear) 
by Eara, fume time after the Babylonifh cap- 
tivity. 

‘Che Jews have divided the Book of Pfalins 
into five parts: the firft of which ends with the 
qu plalm, and is concluded with Amen end 
dan. The fecond part finifhes with the 72d 
pfalm, which alfo ends with Amen and Amen, 
and thefe words, the rrayes of David the [n of 
“fef: are ended. he third part ends with the 
89th pfalm, and is likewife concluded with .4men 
aid ama: the tourth with the ro6th pfalm, 
which clofes with Awen, prarle ye the | ord : and 
the fth part with the 1go0th and laft pfalm, the 
couclufive verfe of which is, Let every thang that 
bath vreath praije the Lord. Praije ye the Lerd. 


Tie PROVERBS ef SOLOMON. 


This Book contains a grent number of moft 
exccHent fentences, penned by king Solomon, 
f: .a the infpiration of the holy fpirit (who had 
advined him with an extraordinary wifdom as 
well in Divine as human matrers) and which 
God, of his great goodnefs, was pleafed fhould 
bs preferved for the general and perpetual in- 
fraction of his church. It treats of the Divine 
and true wifdom; of the fear of God, and of 
the future felicity of man. In it we find many 
€x..ent leffons concerning our duty to God, to 
Cur neighbour, and to ourfelves, in whatever 
fate or condition we may be placed, together 
With confiderable promifes of happinefs in this 
world (provided we conduét ourtelves as we 
ought to do) as well as in that which is'to come. 
The whole is intermixed with warnings againtt 
all forts of fins contrary to the tables of the law 
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of God, and particularly againft whoredom and 
adultery; fo that this book may be jufly ac- 
counted a fountain overflowing with laving in- 
ftruétions relative to all chings that may tend to 
conduct and form us wife, religious, and well- 
pleafing to God, in any calling whatever, whe- 
ther common or particular, public or privace. 

The Proverbs of Solomon, therefore, ought 
to be highly and carefully recommended to all 
Chriftians, as containing the moft perfect and 
fullett moral inftructions they can have, infinitely 
furpaffing whatever the heathen philofophers, 
and wife mem of the world, have been ever able 
to produce. 

With refpect to the collecting of all thefe fen- 
tences into one book, it fcems thar Solomon (as 
appears from the excellent introduction and pre- 
face comprized in the nine firlt chapters, which 
contains little elfe but the praifes of the Divine 
Wifdom in general, and in particular of Our 
Bleffed Saviour, who is the word and eternal 
wifdom of the Father) penned them himnfelf as 
far as the 24th chapter, and chat the following 
chapters, from thence to the 29th, were col- 
lected and tranfcribed by the command of the 
good king Hezekiah, either out of Solomon’s 
own memoirs, or thofe of fome other perfor in- 
fpired with the holy {piri The goch chapter 
contains the words of Agur; and the laf chap- 
ter confits of inftruétious given to Salome: by 
his mother, which he not caly received and ap- 
proved of, but alfo uWioughe Ht to trenfaie 
to the church of God, jor the inftruction of 
mankind in general. 

Though this Book does not contain all the 
3009 proverbs written by Solomon fas mentioned 
in 1 Kings iv. 32.) yet it has the fur and fub- 
ftance of them, and contains 2il that God was 
pleafed fhould be confiyned to the ufe and per- 
petual edification of the church througout all 
ages. 

Tle BOOK of ECCLESIASTES. 

Ic is the general opinion of the learned that 
Solomon wrote this book towards the clofe of 
his life, after he had repented of his apoftacy 
from the true worfhip of God, to that of idols. 
In it he declares, by the infpiration of the Holy 
Spirit, and before the whole church of God, 
the great forrow and regret he ‘had conceived 
for his life, moft earneftly detefting it as mere 
vanity and vexation of fpirit, incapable of af- 


| fording any true peace, or folid content of mind, 


much lefs of leading him to the enjoyment of 
eternal falvation. 

The chief aim and defign of Solomon in 
forming this compofition is, to conduct all others, 
by his example, to purfue fuch fteps as may lead 
them to godlinefs and virtue. and not to place 
too much expectation on the pleafures of this 
world. ‘To this purpofe he firft gives a defcrip- 
tion of the whole courfe of his life, and parti- 
cularly of that part of it whercon he had ftridtly 
founded the greateft expectations of happinefs. 


He then tells us that he had been a great ob- 


ferver of the lives and converfation of men, and 
had examined the principal things on which 
they had: founded their chief pleafures and en- 


joyment, but that he had found them all to be 
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vanity, and what only engaged men in pro- 
phanenefs, and various kinds of fins. 
more, he declares, and poffitively afferts, that 
the world, its gdod things, pleafures, accidents, 
vicifitudes, orders and cuftoms, being all vici- 
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ous, or at leaft corrupt and tainted by the vanity . 


fin has introduced into it; that becaufe all things 
in it are fhorein their continuance, uncertain in 
their conduét, unequal in their tenor, and de- 
void of any durable felicity, a wile man muft 
not place his hopes in them, or fix his heart 
upon thern, fo as pafionately to defire the good 
thines in it, or think to amend or avoid all its 
diforders and evils. On the contrary, that every 
man ought moderately to rejoice himielf, with- 
out vexation or covetoufnefs, but yet with care 
and diligence in his lawful calling, in the fhort 
and temporary enjoyment of the bleifings he hath 
received from the liberal hand of God, con- 
forming his motions of joy or forrow according 
to the variety of accidents that happen in this 
life by the difpenfation of the all-wile Provi- 
dence of God, who governs and dilpoferh all 
thinys in this world as beft pleafeth hin; and 
that vhev are not at all fobiect to the uncertainty 
and hazerd of chance, as fome may fallely ima- 
pive. Ide concludes with exhorting all men to 
give up and rehign thenvfelves to God, by fear- 
ing him fincerely, obeying him faithfully, and 
by confiantly applying themiclves to alt manner 
of good werks; fetting continually before their 
eyes Ceipecisiy while they are young and 
healthy) che precariocutnefs of this life, the un- 
aveidabie ccrcainty of death, the terror of the 
jaf) judgn cnt of God, and the joys of eternity. 
So that this Book inay, with great propriety, be 
called, Whe Treafure of Maxims and Inftruc- 
tions concerning the true felicity, and chief good 
of mankind in general. 

This Book is called in Hebrew Koleleth, and 
in Greek, Heri Acftes. The word Kodeleth comes 
from the root Kalal, which fignifies, to affemé e; 
fo that the word implies, a perfon who calls cr 
gathers others together on any particular occa- 
fien. Indeed, all men are, in their own nature, 
as poor fhecp that are wandering and loft; but 
God fends his fervants as fo many shepherds to 
affemble and call them together from their 
itrayings. There are fome who imagine the 
word Koéscletb to have been one of the names 
given to Solomon, who was alfo called Jediah 
and Lemuel; and what inclines them to this 
opinion is, becaufe the word, though it be of a 
feminine termination, is neverthelels joined to 
a mafculine verb, iar Kelelcih. ‘Vhe Greek 
word Ecclefiaftes properly fignifics a pieadler 5 
but this is not to be underitood as if Solornon 
had publicly preached before the people, but 
becaufe in this book he fets forth an excellent 
fermon, or homily, full of the moft edifying 
inftruétions and exhortations. 
underftand by the word Lcclefiaftes, one who, 
by a public difcourfe in the church, openly con- 
feffes the fins he hath committed, and _ tellifics 
his fincere repentance, which undoubtedly was 
the cuftom of the Primitive Church. 


The SONG «ef SOLOMON. 


This Book is fo called from its having been 


Others again. 




















Boox ly. 
written by Solomon, who indicted it from Di. 
vine infpiration. It is called, by way of excel- 
lence, the Song cf S-ags; becaufe it is the highet 
and divineft ftrain of all the compofitions made 
by that wife king, and is a kind of epithalamium, 
or nuptial poem, made on the {piritual marriage 
which Chrift has been pleafed to contract with 
his church. It is made in the form of a dia. 
logue between Chrift as the bridegroom, and 
the Church as his fpoufe, under the type, or ar 
leaft on occafion of the marriage confummiated 
between king Solomon, and the daughter of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt; as was alfo the qsth 
pfalm ; and accordingly we fometimes find the 
friends and bridemen of the Bridegroom, as well 
as the bridemaids and companions of the Bride, 
brought in as interlocutors in this holy and myi- 
tical poem. 

By the friends of the Bridegroom we may un- 
deritand the good and holy prophets of the Old 
Teftament, the Apoitles of the New, and all 
faithful pattors and teachers of the church in 
general ; and by the Bride’s Companions we may 
underitand all thof: who fincerely confefs the 
name of Chrift, and proiefs his true doctrine, 
Under the names of Bridegroom and Bri:le is 
here reprefented, in figured and allegorical ex- 
preflions, the great and ardent love of Chrit 
towards his Spoufe, which is the Church, the 
great benefits fhe receives from him, and how 
vehemently the Spoufe, the LToly Church, doth 
languifh and pant after her deareft Bridegroom, 
till fhe be indiffolubly and eternally united w 
him in heaven. In this Book is alfo reprefented 
the condition and conflitution of the church of 
God upon earth, her duties, virtues, bleniuthes 
and defects. 

Vhe Jewifh Rabbis would not permit any per- 
fon, who had not attained the age of thiny 
years, to read the three firft chapters of Genel, 
the beginning and end of Ezekiel, or this Song 
of Solomon: and though, perhaps, there might 
have been too much fuperftition in this their 
prohibition, yet it is not without caufe that we 
are carefully warned by the Antient Doctors, as 
well of the Synagogue as of the Church, thata 
man mutt lay afide all fenfual thoughts, and car- 
nal affections, when he applies hinfelf co the 
reading and meditating on this Book ; and that 
he who would with to underftand the deep nyt 
teries therein contained to his edificavion and 
comfort, muft come to it with a mature, fettled, 
and enlightened judgment, and with fpiritud 
thoughts and holy affections. For thoug the 
expreffions here made ule of are calculated to 
contraét and cement chafle and holy marriages 
here on earth, and thereby ferve to recommen 
the fame; yet, becaufe the Holy Spirit is pleaied 
to reprefent to us (under thefe notions) fuch 
tranfcendant and adorable myfteries, we mutt 
have an efpecial care not to profane or defile 
them by a carnal and corrupt interpretation. — 

He, therefore, who is earnettly defirous 6 
edifying and profiting himfelf by this very et 
cellent and Divine poem, muft read it with 
great attention, and with a heart pure and unde- 
filed ; in which cafe he will not Fail to mect w! 
fuch illuminating inftructions and furpating 
comforts as will fecure to him happinets her 
and eternal felicity hereafter. 

CHAP. 
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Darius Notkus fucceeds Abafucrus on the throne of Perfia, but, dying foon, 18 /ucceeded by his fi 
Arfaces. Cyrus, the younger brother of Arfaces, attempts to obtain the Sovereignty, and for oe 
purpofe raifes @ very confidertble army, but is defeated by Ar faces ae puayell fait. aa 7 
high-prieft among the “fews, kills bis brother fofoua in the temple, for wich he is fined, an ae 
tax levied upon the Jews on the occafion. Arfaces dies, and is fuccecded on the throne of Per i 
by his fon Ochus, who is poifoned by an Egyptian eunuch called Bagoas. He likewife poifons ane 
fon of Ochus, aud places another of the fame name on the throne, swbom he intends deftraying id 
like manner, but the king, difcovering his defign, obliges him to drink it bimfelf, which puts 4 
period to bis life. Ochus affumes the name of Darius Codomannu:, in whofe reign a circumftance 
occurs very prejudicial to the Jews. Darius is defeated by Aiexander, king of Macedon, commonly 
cailed Alexanser the Great, and bis mother, wife and children, made prifoners, Alexander lays fiege 
to Tyre, and takes it by florm. He marches aguinft Ferufalent, but is prevented from attacking it 
by means of jaddua the bhixh-prief, to whom be pays reverence, aid worlkips the name of the 
Lord. Darius is aflafinated by one of his generals named Beffus, which circumftince occafo1s a 
diffolution of the Perfian monarchy, He dies, and the Grecian empire is divided among feveral 
of his generals, one of whom, named Ptolemy, takes Jerufalem by ftratagem, and mcking the 
Yews captives, “carries great numbers of them into Xgypt, and other pirts. He treats thom with 
diftinguifoed kindnefs, as does alfo his fucceffor Ptolemy Philadelphus, who nat only gives them 


their liberty, but likewife many rich prefenis for the ule of te temple. 


dies, and is fucceeded by his fon Euergetes. 


Pieluay Pbhtladelpbus 
Ly 0 


Onias, the high-prict, refifes t9 pov the aniual tri- 


buie to Eucrgetes, who fends an ambeffudor to him with threats, in cafe he continwes to retufe the 


payment. 


Ontas remains obftinate, but, by the prudent management of bis nephew Fofeph, the 
king’s rage is appeafed, and the threatened confequen.es happily fubverted. 


Plolemy Philopater fic- 


ceeds his father Euergetes, but fcon dying with intemperance, is fucceeded by bis fou Prolemy Epi- 


phaues. 
privileges. The perfidy and death of Hyrcanus. 
HE Almighty having been pleafed to with- 
draw his prophets in the deaths of Nehe- 
miah and Malachi, the Jews were left to govern 
themfelves according to their own Jaws. This 
they did for fome time, enjoying their religion 
without any interruption, and having high- 
priefls, as their leaders ; but they remained fub- 
ject to the dominion of the Perfians fo. long as 
that empire fubfifted. 

Artaxerxes (called in Scripture Ahafuerus) 
who fat on the Perfian throne in the time of 
Nehemiah and Malachi, died in the 4gth ycar 
of his reign, greatly lamented by his fubjeéts. 
His fons, who were numerous, difputed each 
their title to the throne, till at length Ochus, or 
Darius (commonly called Darius Nothus) pre-- 
vailed, and was chofen king by the general ap- 
probation of the people.. This prince, however, 
dying in a very fhort time after his acceflion, was 
fucceeded by his fon Arfaces, who ruled the 
whole empire of Perfia, except leffer Afia, which 
was bequeathed by Darius to a younger fon 
named Cyrus. Arfaces was born before his fa- 
ther was king, but his brother Cyrus after; for 
which reafon the younger prince imagined he 
had the greater right to the government of the 
whole empire. To fupport his claims, he raifed 
# numerous army of Perfians in his government 
of Leffler Afia, and having procured the af- 


The Jews fubinit themfelves to Antiochus, king of Ala, who graats them many 


Ly fugular 


fittance of a body of auxiliary Grecians, he be- 
gan his merch to difpoflefs his brother of the 
crown, Arfices met him with an army of 100,000 
Perfians, at the diitance of about feventy miles 
from Babylon, when a cciperate bartle took 
place, which terminate:t ia favour of Atlices, 
the army of Cyrus being defeated and hi nfelf 
Main. he Grecian aundiaric., however, made 
an admirable retreat, under the conduct of their 
able and learned general Xenophon, whofe uar- 
rative of that finguiar tranfaction is one of the 
finelt pieces of antient hiitory with which the 
moderns are acquainted. 

Arfaces, towards the latter end of his reign, 
made Bagofes, the chicf commander of his 
forces, governor of Syria and Phoenicia, to the 
rulers of which the Jews had been fubject ever 
fince the death of Nehemiah, the laft governor 
the kings of Perfia fent to Jcrufalem. At this 
time Johanan, the grandfon of Fliahib, was 
high-prieft, which office ke had held with grear 
reputation for feveral years. Bagofes, havinga 
peculiar refpect for Jothua, the brather of Joha- 
nan, refolved to remove the latter and place 
the former in his ftead. He therefore-invelted 


{ him with fufficient authority for the purpofe, 


upon which. Jofhua went to Jerufalem in order 
to take poffedion of the ofiice. On his arrival 
there he attempted by force to get into the tem- 


ple, 
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ple, which Johanan ufed his utmoft endeavours 
to prevent. Inthe courfe of the fcufle it fo 
happened that Johanan, having a fuperiority of 
ftreneth, overpowered Jofhua, and, in the height 
of his paffion, flew him in the inner court of 
the temple. As foon as Bagofes heard of this, 
he immediately repaired to Jerufalem, and ha- 
ving taken a thorough cognizance of the fact, 
impofed a mulé& on Johanan for the offence ; 
befides which he obliged the priefts to pay out 
of the public treafury the fum of fifty drachms 
for every lamb they fhould afterwards offer in 
their daily fcrifices *. Johanan held the prieitly 
office till his death, and was fucceeded by his fon 
Jaddus. 

On the death of Arfaces, his fon Ochus, a ve- 
ry valiant and enterprizing youth, fucceeded to 
the throne of Perfia. ‘This prince fubducd the 
Txgyptians and Phoenicians who had revolted, 
dettroyed all the fortified places, and carried 
away many of the people into captivity. Amon, 
thefe was an K.gyptian eunuch named Ba,zous, of 
whom Ochus grew fo exceedingly fond that he 
heaped innumerable favours on him, The trea- 
cherous Bavoas, however, formed a contpiracy 
againft the life of his benefactor, and at length 
efleéted his purpofe by poifoning him in the 23d 
year of his reign. Not content with this, he, 
ina very fhort time after, poifoned his fon Ochus, 
who fucceeded him, and contrived to place ano- 
ther Ochus on the throne, who, it is imagined, 
was not in the leaft related to the roval family. 
It was not Jone, however, before he was dift 
pleafed with this monarch alfo, and, as ufual, 
had prepared a cup of porfon for him 5; but the 
king difcovered his intentions, and obliged him 
to drink it himfelf Thus was his repeated 
treachery punifhed, and the law of retaliation 
properly exerciled. 

Ochus, having thus removed the bafe and 
treacherous Bagoas, and being thoroughly efta- 
blithed on the throne of Perfia, took upon him- 
felf the name of Darius Codomannus, which he 
retained during the remainder of his life. 

Some time after Darius Codomannus had been 
feated on the Perfian throne, an accident hap- 
pened which put the Jewith ttare into great dif- 
order and contifion, and had hked to have proved 
fatal to Ir. Manaffeh, brother to Jaddus the 
high-prieft, and colleague with him, having 
married Nicafa, the daughter of Sanbailat, (the 





* The payment of this tax lated no longer than feven 
years ; for on the death of Ariaces, the changes and revo- 
Jurons, which then happened iu the empire, made a chatge 
in the government or Syri:, and the perfon who fuccceced 
Bagi fes in that province, no further exadted it. 

+ The Samaritans were originally the Cutheans, ard fuch 
others of the eaftern nations, as kfarhaddon, king of Baby- 
Jon, hid planted there, after reducing the Ifraelites, and 
cunying them away captives. When the temple was built 
on Mount Gerezim, ar the inttigation of sanbailat, Samaria 
became a common refuge for all refra€tory Jews, and this 
mixtur> of inhabitants produced, in a fhorttime, a change 
in religion. ‘Khe Samaritans had, for a long time, worfhip- 
ped the God of Ifrael in conjunétion with the ido's of the 
eat from whence they came; but wnen once the Jewihh 
worthip came to be fettled among them, and the Bovk of 
the Luw of Motes to be reai publicly, they conformed. 
themfelves wholly to the worfhip of the true God, and, in 
their performance of this, were as exact as the Jews them- 
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old enemy of the Jews) the elders of Jerufalem, 
wifely forefeecing the fatal confequence of {uch 
rarriages, and reflecting that they had beea, ia 
a great meafure, the caufe of their late captivity, 
ana other judgments fent among them, dé. 
manded of Manaffeh that he fhould either d:* 
mifs his wife, or never more approach the al. 
tar. His brother the high-prieit concurred jn 
this demand, and in conjun2tion with the eLJers, 
infifted on it he fhould no longer officiate as 4 
prieft unlefs he complied with their requeft, 

In confequence of this Manafleh repaired tg 
his father in-law Sanballat, who was chief ruler 
of the Samaritans +, and who conftantly refided 
at Samaria, the capital of the country. My. 
naffeh told Sanballat all that had paffed at Jerufy- 
lem, and declared, that though he paflioaately 
loved his daughter, yet he was unwilling, for 
her fake, to be deprived of the priefthood, which 
was a native honour, and inthe higheft efteem 
among the Jews. Sanballat, in order to eafe 
the mind of his fon-in-law on this head, told 
him that if he would but continue his affection 
to his daughter, and keep her as his wife, he 
would not only fecure hirn in his then ftation, 
but would raife him to the rank of high-priet, 
eftablifh him as aprince of the country, and 
build him a temple on Mount Gerezim equal 
to that at Jerufalem; all which fhould be per- 
formed by the power and permiffion of Darius. 
Manaffzh, relying on thefe promifes, remained 
with his father-in-law, the confequence of which 
was, that many of the priefts, as well as com. 
mon people at Jerufalem, who had engaged in 
thefe forbidden marriages, reforted to Saimaria, 
and placed themfelves under his protection. 
Their removal, indeed, was far from being 
againft ther intereft, for Sanballar, to encourage 
his ambitious fon-in-law, furnifhed them’ with 
houfes, lands, flock and money, which after- 
wards occaficned great mutiny and diforder in 
the Jewith ftare. 

About this time the territories of Darius Co- 
domannus were invaded by the Grecians under 
the command of Philip, king of Macedon, who 
was chofen generaliffimo of the confederate ar- 
mies of Greece ; but being treacheroufly mur- 
dered by Paufanias, one of his principal officers, 
he was fucceeded by his fon Alexander. after- | 
wards known by the name of Alexander the 





Great. This prince, though but twenty years 
ot 
felves. The Jews, however, Icoking on them as apott.tes, 


hated them to fuch a degree as to avoid all manner of co’- 
verfe and conneétion with them. ‘This hatred fi & b ga 
from the malice which the Samari ans exprefled agaicit te 
Jews beth in the rebuilding of their temple, and in the 1° 
paration of the walls of their city under the management ot 
the goud Nchemi.h. It was afterwards greatly increafid by 
the apottacy of Manaffeh, in his fetting up an altar 2nd 
temple in oppcfition to thcf: at “Jerulalem; and it was ail 
along kept up on account of fome particular tere 5, where! 
che two nations materially aifagieed. ‘Phe Sasmaritane ?t° 
ceived no other Scriptures than tne fivz Looks of Mofes;.t'¥ 
rejeGed all traditions, adhered only to-tne written word &- 
felf, ond maintained that Mount.Geiczim, on wiiich chit 
temple was built, was the only prep:r plic2 fer the ivory 
cf God ; and from this variety, of caufes entucd all the hatty 
‘and virulence which afterwards tock place between the }e¥ 
and Samaritans, the particulars of which will appear 1 fe 
cour fe of our hiftory. : ‘ 
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of age; took the command of the Grecian ar- 
my, and paffing the Hellefpont at the head of 
30,000 foot, and go00 horfe, engaged the Per- 
fans on the banks of the Granicus, and, not- 
withftanding they were greatly fuperior in num- 
ber, obtained a compleat victory. 

As foor as Darius heard of the defeat of his 
army by Alexander he immediately affembled 
his forces, fully refolved to give the Macedo- 
nians battle, and, if poffible, prevent them from 
committing any farther ravages in his territo- 
ries He accordingly marched at the head of 
his troops beyond the Euphrates, and encamped 
on the fide of Mount Taurus in Cilicia. This 
was agrecable news to Sanballat, who affured his 
fon-in-law Manaffeh that on the king’s return he 
would ratify all he had promifed, having no 
doube bute Darius would obtain a compleat con- 
queft over the Macedonians. In this, however, 
he happened to be miftaken, for though Alex- 
der’s army was very inferior in number to that 
of the Perfians, the latter were totally routed, 
Dartus’s mother, wife and coildren taken prifon- 
ers, and he obliged to fave himfelf by a precipi- 
tate Hight. 

Alexander, encouraged bv this fuccefs, march- 
ed dieétly into Syria, took Damafcus and Sidon, 
and laid flexse to Tyre. Prom hence he wrote 
letters to Jaddus the high prieft ar Jerufalem, 
defining the affiftance he had heretofore given 
to Darius, and demanding that he would fupply 
his aray with neceffarics, which fhould be 
punctually paid for. The high-prieft returned 
tor anfwer, that he had fworn not to take up 
anns secaint Darius, and that he would keep 
his oath inviolable as. long as he lived. This 
antwer enraged Alexander, who vowed revenge 
againit the high-prieft as foon as he fhculd have 
reduced the place he was then befieging. 

When Sanbailat underftood that Alexander 
lay before Tyre, he immediately revolted from 
Darius, and went over to him with eight thou- 
fand men he had affembled together out of 
his own province. Alexander received him 
with great refpeét, and bade him fpeak his 
mind to him without the leaft refraint, as he 
would be ready to grant any reafonable requetft 
he might afk. " This gave Sanballit a favourable 
Opportunity ef executing the defign he had pro- 
jected. He told him he had a fon-in-law named 
Manafich, who. was brother to Jaddus the high- 
prictt of the Jews; and that he was following 
um with a great concourfe of people, in order 
to afk Kis perimiMfion to ercét a temple in thar 
frovince for the performance of Divine worfhip. 
He Intimated at the fame time how much Alex- 
ander’s incereft was concerned in this permiffion, 
as the Jews, who were very numerous, might, if 
refufed, be troublefome to him as they had 
heretofore been to the Syrians. Alexander rea- 
dily granted Sanballat’s requeft, upon which he 
bive orders for the immediate erecting of the 
tenple on Mount Gerezim, appointed his fon- 
in-law to be high-prieft, and. ordered that: his 
defcendants by his daughter fhould fucceed . to 
that honour, oa ats 

oP oe time ‘Alexander carried on the 
| s ‘i yre, and after the expiration of feven 
/conths took it by ftorm. The temple which he 


pad given Sanbailat permiffion to build was now 
go 
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compleated, and Manafleh was appointed high- 


‘prielt, but his father-in-law did not live Iong to 


fee him enjoy that honour, for, in about two 
months after, he paid the debt of nature. 

As foon as Alexan.icr had made a conquéft of 
Tyre he marched at the head of his victorious 
army towards Jerufalem, fully refolved to puaith 
the high prieft for difobeying his commands. 
jJaddus being apprized of Alexander’s inten- 
tions, and that he was marching, with all haite to 
Jerufalem, was greatly alarined, and knowing 
how incapable he was to make any refiftance 
againit fo powerful an invader, ordered prayers 
and facrifices to be offered up for the gencral 
profperity and fafery of the people. On the 
following night it was revealed tu Jad:lus in a 
dream, that he fhould adorn the city with gar- 
lands and flowers, open the gates, ani! let che 
people, who fhould be dreffed in white, go out 
to mect Alexander, himfelf and the other priefts 
preceding in their proper habits. 

When Jaddus awoke he was fo highly pleafed 
with what had been revealed to him in lis dream, 
that having in the morning told the citizens what 
had pafled, he procceded to make the neceffary 
preparations for ineeting the king. As foon as 
he underftood that Alexander was near at hand, 
he, with the priefts and people, Icft the city, 
and went to a place called Sapha, that is, sbe 
pisce of prfoec?, from its being fo elevated as 
to coinmand an uninterruptcd view of the city 
and temple. The ariny of Alexander made no 
doubt of fuon obtaining a conqucft, and fat- 
tered themfelves with reaping great alvantages 
by plundering the city; but in this they foon’ 
found themfelves miituken, things taking avery 
different curn from what they expected. As 
foon as Alexander faw the people walking in 
white, the pricfts in fiik robes, and the high- 
vrieft in purple embroidered with gold, wearing 
his mitre, and having on his forehead a golden 
plate with the name of God on it, he advanced 
alone, paid homage to the infcription by falling 
on his knees, and complimented the high-pricft. 
So unexpected a circumftance greatly furprized 
the Jews, who gathered in crouds, and pro- 
claimed the praife of Alexander. The princes 
and great men of Perfia were likewife aftonithed 
at the behaviour of Alexander on this oceafion, 
one of whom, named Parmenio, afked him how 
it happened that he, whom almoft every man 
worfhipped, fhould pay fuch adoration toa prieft 
of the Jews? The reply that Alexander made 
to this was, *¢ That he did not pay that adora~ 
“ tion to him, but to the God whole high-prieft 
he was: that while he was at Dion in Macedo- 
nia, and deliberating with himielf in what man- 
ner he fhould carry on the war with Perfia, 
that very perfon, and in that very habit, ap- 

eared to him ina dream, encouraging hin to 
pafs boldly over into Afia, and not to doubt 
_of fuccefs, becaufe God would be ‘his guide 
in the expedition, and give him the empire 
of the Perfians;.and therefore he was affured 
from hence, that he made the then war under 
the direction of that God, to whom, in the 
perfon of the high-pricft, he paid adoration.” 
Having faid this he very kindly embraced Jaddus, 


-and the other priefts efcorting him into the city, 
‘he went into the temple, and there offered up 
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facritices 
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facrifices to God. At the conclufion of this 
ceremony Jaddus fhewed him a prophecy of 
Daniel, which prediéted the overthrow of the 
Perfian empire by a Grecian king. This Alex- 
ander applied to himfelf, and was firmly con- 
vinced in his own mind that he was the perfon 
whom God had appointed for fo great a work. 
Pleafed with this reflection, he offered to grant 
the people whatever immunities the high-prieft 
fhould defire; upon which Jaddus told him, 
that they wifhed only to enjoy their own laws, 
and to poffefs the fame privileges as their bre- 
thren did in Media and Babylon; that, accord- 
ing to the Mofaic law, they neither fowed nor 
plowed every feventh year, and therefore they 
Should efteem it a very high favour if he would 
be pleafed to remit the tribute of that year. 
Alexander readily complied with this requetft ; 
and having confirmed the Jews in the enjoyment 
of all their privileges, particularly that of living 
under, and according to their own laws, he took 
a friendly leave of the high-prieft, and de- 
parted. 

Alexander, having left the city of Jerufalem, 
vifited feveral other places in its neighbour- 
hood, at all of which he was received by the 
people with great reftimonies of friendfhip and 
fubmiffion. ‘The Samaritans who dwelt at Si- 
chem, at the foot of Mount Gerezim, and were 
apoftates from the Jewith religion, hearing how 
kindly Alexander had treated the people of Je- 
rufalem, refolved to take advantage of it by tel- 
ling him that they were Jews likewife. It was a 
common practice with them to affert this, or de- 
ny it, as beft fuired their intereft or convenience. 
When at any time they obferved the affairs of 
the Jews in a profperous condition, they boafted 
that they were of their nation, and defcended 
from Manaffeh and Ephraim; but when they 
thought it was their intereft to fay the contrary, 
they would not fail to affirm, and even {wear, 
that they had not the leaft relation to them. Re- 
folved however, to claim affinity on the prefent 
occafion, in order to anfwer their intended pur- 
pofes, they went with great eagernefs as far as 
the territories of Jerufalem to meet Alexander, 
whom they no fooner faw than they expreffed 
their fatisfaction by the loudeft acclamations. 
Alexander commended their zeal, upon which 
the Samaritans (or Sichemites) humbly intreated 
him to vifit their temple, and honour their city 
with his prefence. The king told them that he 
was then haftening to Egypt, but that when he 
revurned, if his affairs would permit, he would 
not fail to comply with their defires. They then 
requefted that he would grant them an exemption 
from all taxes in every feventh year, becaufe 
they, as well as the Jews, neither tilled nor reaped 
that year. Alexander then afked them if they 
were Jews, upon which they told him they were 
Ficbrews, and that the Phoenicians called them 
Sichemites. The king then difmiffed them with 
this anfwer: ‘* The favour you afk I have granted 
to the Jews; and when I rercurn, and am better 
informed, I fhall indulge you in whatever may 
be thought reafonable.” 

Alexander, having conquered Egypt, regu- 
iated all things there to his fatisfaction, and gi- 
ven orders for building the city of Alexandria, 
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departed thence about fpring, to go with the 
utmoft expedition into the eaft in purfuit of Dy 
rius. In his way through Palettine he was in. 
formed that the Samaritans, in a general infyr. 
rection, had killed Andromachus, the governor 
of Syria and Paleftine, who going to Samaria to 
fettle fome affairs of a public nature, the inha- 
bitants fet fire to the houfe, and he perithed in 
the flames. This bafe action greatly incenfeq 
Alexander againft the Samaritans, becaufe he 
had a particular regard for Andromachus. H, 
therefore ordered all thofe to be executed who 
were any ways concerned in the murder: the 
reft he banifhed from Samaria, and fettled a co. 
lony of Macedonians in their ftead. The rea 
maining part of their lands he gave to the Jews, 
and exempted them from the payment of the 
feventh year’s tribute. ‘Thofe who were banithed 
from Samaria retired to Sichem at the foot of 
Mount Gerezim, which thereby became the ca- 
pital of the Samaritans; and, left eight thoufand 
men of their nation (who had been brought 
over to him by Sanballat, and had accompanied 
him ever fince the fiege of Tyre) fhould, if fenr 
back into their own country, renew the {pirit of 
rebellion therein, he fent them into Thebais, 
the moft remote province of Egypt, and there 
affigned them lands for the fupport of themfelves 
and families. 

Alexander, having penetrated into Paleftine, 
paffed the Euphrates and Tigris, and in the plains 
of Arbula again gave the Perfians a total de- 
feat; the confequence of which was, that Ba 
bylon, Sufa and Perfepolis opened their gates to 
the conqueror. The laft of thefe cities, which 
was then the firft in the univerfe, he ordered to be 
burnt, merely to pleafe a Grecian courtezan, 
named Thais. 

After this third defeat Darius fled towards 
Media, in hopes of raifing fuch a force in this 
and the northern provinces of the empire, whici 
ftill acknowledged fubjectien to him, as might 
enable him once more to try his fortune. He - 
accordingly proceeded as far as Ecbatane, the 
capital of Media, where he gathered together - 
the broken remains of his army, to which he 
added fome new levies, and with thefe flattered 
himfelf with being able once more to engage - 
the conqueror, 

In the mean time Alexander, having fpent . 
the winter at Babylon and Perfepolis, took the 
field to go in fearch of Darius, who, on re- 
ceiving notice of his march, left Ecbatane, with 
a defign of retreating into Baétria, there to for- 
tify himfelf, and make fome addition to his 
forces ; but he foon changed his mind, {topped 
fhort, and determined once more to hazard 4 
battle, though his army at that time confifted 
only of forty thoufand men. 

While Darius was employed in making tht 
neceffary preparations for giving battle to Alex 
ander, a fcheme was concerted between Beflus 
the governor of Baétria, and Narbazanes, anotht! 
great man of Perfia, for taking away his lite 
Thefe two, having fuddenly feized: the king 
loaded him with chains, put him into a cover 
chariot, and fled towards Baétria, taking hit 
Their defign was, if Alexand 
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ivering Darius up to his enemy; if not, to 

oot kane ake poffeffion of the kingdom, and 
the war. 

On the eighth day after their departure Alex- 

ander arrived at Ecbatane, and hearing what the 

traitors had done to Darius, he made all the 


hafte he could to refcue the unfortunate king out. 


of their hands. After feveral days march he at 
length came up with them, and the confpirators 
finding themfelves clofely preffed did what they 
could to compel Darius to get on horfeback, and 
fave himfelf with them; but he refufing to com- 

ly, they ftabbed him in feveral places, and left 

im expiring in the chariot. He was quite dead 
when Alexander came up, who, when he faw his 
corpfe, could not forbear thedding tears at fo 
melancholy a fpeétacle. Having thrown his cloak 
over the body, he ordered it to be wrapped 
therein, and conveyed to his wife Silygambis 
at Shufhan, that he might have a royal interment, 
and be buried in the fepulchres of the kings of 
Perfia. . 

Thus died Darius Codomannus, after having 
poffefied the throne of Perfia only fix years. 
And thus (according to the prophecies of Da- 
niel) was an end put to the Perfian monarchy, 
after it had fubfifted for the fpace of 208 years. 

Alexander, having obtained an entire conqueft 
over the Perfian empire, carried his arms into 
India, where he fubdued one Porus, a very pow- 
erful monarch of that country ; and, indeed, fo 
fuccefsful was he in all his enterprizes, that he 
made himfelf matter of the greateft part of the 
then known world. He afterwards married 
Statira, the eldeft daughter of the unfortunate 
Darius and obliged his officers to intermarry 
with Perfian ladies. Returning to Babylon,. 
elated by vee and intoxicated with fuccefs, 
he gave himfelf up to all manner of debauche- 
ries, and at length fell a martyr to exceffive 
drinking * in the year of the world 3681, in 
the 33d year of his age, and 12th of his 
reign t. 

On the death of Alexander the Grecian or 
Macedonian empire (for fo the whole was called 
which Alexander had conquered) was divided 
among the chief commanders of his army, he 
not having, previous to his death, appointed 
any perfon in particular to fucceed him in the 
fovereignty. Thefe refpective people, nor fa- 
tisfied with their different allotments, continued 
at war with each other for fome years, in che 





* The particular cireumftances which oceafioned the death 
of this prince are thus related: One day, after he had been 
fous up facrifices for the many victories he had obtained, 
he made an entertainment for his friends, at which he drank 
very hard, and continued the debauch till late at night 
when he and his company were invired, by a phyfician of 
Theffalia, to go witn h'm, and drink ali¢tle more at his 
houfe. Alexander accepted the offer, and as there were 
twenty in company, he firft drank to each of them in their 
order, and then called for the Herculean cup, which is faid 


to have been fo large as to con‘a n fix quarts. This veffel be- 


ing filled the king drank to ose 0° the company named Pio- 
eas, a Macedonian, and having emptied it. he fume time 
after pledged him again in the fame, drircking the like 
quantity ; but immediately after the fecond cup, he dropped 
from his feat, and then fell into a violent fever, of wnich 
he foon died, after a reign of twelve. years, fix of which he 
Soverned as king of Maczdon, and fix as monarch of Afia. 
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courfe of which great numbers of people Were 
facrificed, and many capital cities utterly de- 
ftroyed. At length the number of thefe go- 
vernors or princes were reduced to four, who 
unanimoufly agreed to make a partition of the 
whole among themfelves, and to divide it into 
four kingdoms. 

In this divifion Antiochus took the fovereignty 
of Afia; Seleucus that of Babylon and the bor- 
dering countries; Caffander reigned over Ma- 
cedon; and Prolemy, the fon of Lagus, king 
of Egypt, fucceeded to the fovereignty of his 
father’s dominions. 

Prolemy had not long taken poffefion cf 
Egypt, before he became reftlefs, and was anxious 
for making fome additions to his territories. M4. 
was defirous of making himielf matter of the 
provinces of Syria, Pheenicia and Judea, think- 
ing they would be an excellent barrier to his do- 
minions. The fift ftep he took towards effecting 
this was, to attempt to bribe Laomedon, one of 
the late Alexander’s captains (who, it is proba- 
ble, was made governor of Syria and the adja. 
cent countries after the death of Andromachus) 
with a prodigious fum of money if he would 
quietly deliver them into his hands. Laoinedon 
rejected this offer with difdain, upon which Pto- 
lemy fent Nicanor, one of his captains, with an 
army into Syria, while himfelf invaded Phazni- 
cia; and having vanquifhed Leomedon,/’ and 
taken him prifoner, he foon accomplifhed his 
wifhes, by making himfclf mafter of the pro- 
vinces of Syria, Phoenicia and Judea. 

Not only the inhabitants of Jerufalem, but 
likewife all the. Jews throughout Judea, ftood 
out againit Prolemy, and, on account of the 
oath they had taken to Leoimedon, retufed to 
fubmit to his authority. In confequence of this 
Ptolemy marched with a confiderable army into 
Judea, and having got poffeifion of the principal 
places in the country, at length laid fiege to Je- 
rufalem. The city being ftrongly fortified the 
inhabitants held out for fome time, and might 
have rendered all the efforts of Proleimy abor- 
tive, had it not been for their obfervance of the 
fabbath, which, at this time, they kepr fo ftrict, 
thac they thought it a breach of their Jaw even 
to defend themfelves on that day. As foon as 
Ptolemy underftood this he took advantage of it 
by ftorming the place on the very next fabbath, 
and in the affault cook it, there not being any of 
the people who would defend the walls againtt 
him. 





+ We are told by Diodcrus Siculus that Aridzeus, ti: 
brother of Alexander, was charged with the care of carrying 
his body frem Babyion to Alexandria, and t'ac he employed 
‘two years in making preparations for the removal of ir, 
during whici time a great contention arofe with ref, et to 
the place to which it fhould becarricd forinterinent  “Vhise 
hid been a propbecy current intimating that the place 
where Atexinder fhould be buried wou'd Hourifa anu be- 
come very profperous: the gove novs, thevefors, of t..e u- 
ties nd provinces difputed with each other who ihould ha. 
the honcur and advautage of difpofing cf th: body, A pro- 
pofal was made foi its being car ied to Aigui in Maceuunis. 
where genera!ly the kings of enat count y were burt d5 but 
this was overruled by the Egyptians. Hos b.dy was, there- 
fore, firlt depoiited at Memphis, but afterwards semuved to 
Alexandria. It is faid to have been laid in a codin muds 
of folid gold, and that it was caababnaiin heacy. 
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him. Having poffefled himfeif of. the place, 
and -put a proper garrifon in it, he cook an 
hundred thoufand of the Jews captives with 
him into Esypr. 
fome feverity, but refle€ting on the fidelity they 
had fhewn to their fermer governors, he ens- 
jicyed them in bis army and = garsrifons, and 
granted them the fame privilege in Alexandria 
which were enjoyed by the Macedonians; where- 
upon the whole nation of the Jews became tub. 
jee to the power and dominion of the kings of 
Egypt. 

Aboat this time Onias, che high-prieft of Je- 
rulalem, died, and was fucceeded by his fon 
Simon, who, from his great piety and holinefs 
of life, was diftinguifhed by the title of sinez 
the Fuji. We continued in the prieftly office 
only nine years, and was fuccecded by his bro- 
ther Eleazar, his fon Onias being at that time 
only a minor. 

On the death of Prolemy, king of Feyyrt, his 
fon Ptolemy Philadeiphus fucceeded to the 
throne. He was a man naturally of a very'ten- 
der and jiumane difpofition, as alfo a very great 
encourager of learning. His father had ercéted 
a Mufeun, or College for learned men, in the 
ciry of Alexandria, in which was a library that 
contained no lefs than 400,000 volumes, and 
Prolemy Philadciphus had no fooner fucceeded 
tothe throne than he refolved to make all the 
iesprovements he could to what his father had 
begun, ‘Lo this purpofe, hearing that the Jews 
had among them a famous book, called the book 
cf thar Pow, he thought it well deferved a place 
in his collection. He therefore wrote to Eleazar 
the hizh-prieit, requefting him to obtain an au- 
thentic copy of it, and becaufe it was written in 
a language he did not underftand, he defired 
him to obtain a competent number of learned 
men to tranflate it from the Hebrew tongne into 
that of the Greek. Eleazar ftrictly complied 
with the king’s commands, and from the joint 
labours of the LXX, or rather LX XII tranfi- 
tors, (for the king’s orders were that he fhould 
chufe fix of the moft learned out of each tribe) 
the work was foon compleated, aad that verfion 
has ever fince been diitinguifaed by the name 
of the Septuarzint, 

Prolemy, having got this bufinefs executed, 
next directed his attention towards the captive 
Jews. He iffued out a proclamation, ordering 
all thofe who had been made prifoners during 
his father’s reign, as well as thofe who had fallen 
into captivity before, and fubsequent to ther pe- 
riod, to be immediately fet at liberty. He like- 
wife ordered them to be furnifhed, at his own 
expence, with all kinds of neceflaries for their 
journey to Jerufalem, snd, at their departure, 
gave them many valuable prefents for the ufe of 
the temple. 

Ptolemy Philadelphus, after reigning over 
Exypt thirty-eight years, paid the debt of na- 

ure in the fixty-third year of his age, and was 
fucceeded by his fon Euergetesx. 

Atout this time alfo died Eleazar the high- 
prieft, who was fucceeded by his nephew Onias, 
fon to Simon the Juft. He was, in many re- 
fpects, quite the reverfe of his father, and of fo 
mean and covetous a difpofition that he refufed 


At firft he treated them with - 
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‘the ufual tribute of rwenty talents which his prede= 


ceffors had annually paid to the kings of Egyp,. 
Prolemy Euergetes was {o irritated at the condya 
of Onias, that he fent one Athenion, aa officer 
of his court, to Jerufalem, to demand the falj 
payment of the money, threatening, in cate of 
refufal, to fend an army into Judea, and dif 
poffefs them of their country. 

The Jews were exceeding terrified when ‘they 
heard of this meffage ; but Onias, whofe ruling, 
paffion was the love of money, took no notice. 
of it, being fully refolved to abide ‘the confe- 
quences. Thefe would certainly, on this occa. 
fion, have been very fatal to the Jews, had it nor 
been for the timely interpofition of Onias’s ne. 
phew named Jofeph, a young man of very great 
reputation, and particularly dillinguifhed for 
his prudence, juftice and fanétity of lite. 

As foon as Jofeph heard of the meffage fent 
to his uncle by Euergetes, and of the people’s 
great confternation in confequence thereof, he 
inmediately repaired to Onias, and feverely up- 


-braided him with his difregard to the welfare of 


the public, to whom he owed his promotion.- 
He told him that, for the fake of a littl mo- 
ney, he had expofed the whole nation to the mot 
-mminent danger, and that, unlefs he went to 
the Egyptians, and by a timely application to the 
king, endeavoured to appeafe his wrath, the mok 
dreadful confequences would certainly enfue. 

Onias peremptorily refufed following the di- 
rections of his nephew, upon which Jofeph offer- 
ed, with h’s permiffion, to go in his ftead. This 
being granted, he immediately affenbled the 
people inthe remple, teliing rhem he would watt 
on the king, and that he hoped his uncle’s re- 
miffnefs would not be productive of any ill con- 
fequence. The people, who had a univerfal 
refpect for Jofeph, were highly pleafed at chis 
intelligence, and earneftly befought him to fer 
about the bufinefs. In confequence of this Jo- 
feph invited Athenion, the king’s commifftoner, 
to his houfe, where he entertained him in the 
moft {plendid manner for feveral days, and-at 
his departure prefented him with many valuable 
gifts, telling him, he would follow ina very 
fhort time, and that he would give his mafler 
full fatisfaction with refpect to the bufinels on 
which he had fent him. 

The graceful manner and deportment of Jo- 
feph fo wrought upon Athenion, that when he 
came to give the king a report of his embally 
he mentioned his name with the highelt refpect; 
and when he told Euergetes of his intentions t 
come and wait upon him himfelf, he fer forth 
his character with fo much advantage, thar the 
king anxioufly expreffed his defire to fee him. - 

in the mean time Jofeph fent to his friends it 
Samaria, telling them the bufinefs oa which 
he was going, and requefting them to affi’t hin 
with money that he might be enabled to pur- 
chafe equipages, horfes, carriages, plate, &Xc. 
neceffary for the journey. This being readily 
complied with, and all: things ready, Jofeph 1 
out for Alexandria, where the Egyptian cout’ 
was at that time kept. On his way he fell 1 
with fome of the princes and nobles of Syriaaad 
Phoenicia, uno were going tothe king ro pu” 


chafe his revenue, which was annually feld © 
: mie 
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fpace of twenty-two years, when the refpective 
provinces that paid tribute to the kings of Egypr 
being taken by Antiochus the Great, king of 
Afia, he was removed from his office, though, 
from the revolutions that ‘afterwards occurred, 
he was reinftated.- 

On the death of Ptolemy Euergetes, his fon 
Philopater (not without fome fufpicion of ha- 
ving poifoned his father) afcended to the throne 
_of. Egypt. He was a man entirely given up to 
his lufts and voluptuous delights, drinking, 
gaming, and lafcivioufnefs being the whole em- 
ployment of his life. By his intemperance and 
debaucheries he foon wore out a ftrong confti- 
tution, and died unlamented by his fubjects, 
leaving the crown to his fon Prolemy Epi- 
phanes. 

As foon as Antiochus the Great heard of the 
death of Philopater king of Egypt, he refolved 
to take advantage of the young king’s inability 
to oppofe him, and marching with an army into 
Caelo-Syria and Paleftine, foon made himfelf 
mafter of thofe provinces. The Egyptians, 
however, under the command Qf Scapas their 
general, endeavoured to regain them, and had 
actually got Jerufalemn into their poffeffion; but 
on the approach of Antiochus in perfon the 
Jews, (having been but ill treated by Scapas, 
who was of a very avaricious and tyrannical dif- 
pofition) chearfully fubmitted to him, and his 
army having entered the city they affifted him 
in reducing the citadel, in which a ftrong gar- 
rifon had been left by Scapas. In acknowledg- 
ment for thefe fervices, Antiochus, by a public 
edict, granted the Jews many fingular privi- 
leges which had been denied them by the Kings 
of Egypt, and in particular that of living ac- 
cording to the antient laws and religion of their 
country. 

Some time after this the Romans, who were 
profeffed enemies to Antiochus, having become 
exceeding formidable, he was defirous of ha- 
ving his armies at liberty to oppofe them. To 
effect this he made a peace with Ptolemy Epi- 
phanes, and giving him his daughter Cleopatra 
In marriage, he refigned, by way of dowry, 
the provinces of Coelo-Syria and Paleftine. By 
thefe means Judea reverted to the Egyptian 
crown, upon which Jofeph, the nephew of Onias 
the high-prieft, was reinftated in the office of 
collecting the king’s revenues in thofe pro 
vinces. 

Soon after Antiochus had left Judea in order 
to oppofe the Romans, Ptolemy had a fon by 
his wife Cleopatra, on which occafion it was 
‘neceflary for Jofeph (among the other great of- 
ficers of ftate) to congratulate the king and 
queen, and to make them the ufual prefents. 
Jofeph was now far advanced in years, and as a 
journey from Jerufalem was too fatiguing for him, 
he refolved'to fend one of his fons in-his ftead. 
He accordingly affembled them together, and 
feverally afked them. which would chufe to en- 
gage in the bufinefs. The eldeft pofitively 
retufed, and the next apologized, by faying he 
was totally unacquainted with the cuftoms and 
ceremonies of a court. At length it was re- 
folved, as well by the approbation of Jo- 
féph, as the reft of the children, that Hyrca- 
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eft bidder. With thefe Jofeph joine 
ae and having learned , from their dif- 
courfe, of what value the revenues were, he 
made ufe of that intelligence afterwards both to 
his own and the king’s advantage. 

When Jofeph arrived at Alexandria he found 
the king was gone to Memphis. He therefore 
immediately fet out for that place, in the way to 
which he had the good fortune to meet the king, 
the queen and ‘Athenion all in the fame chariot 
returning to Alexandria. As foon as Athenion 
faw Joleph, he told the king that was the young 
man of whom he had fo highly {poken; upon 
which Euergetes took him into his carriage, and 
mentioned how ill he had been treated by Oriias 
the high-prieft. Jofeph replied, “ An eld man 
“is a fecond time a child: impute nothing to 
«© Onias beyond what his age will excufe; for us 
«* who have youth, and the power of our facul- 
“ ties, we will give proof of our dutiful at- 
«“ tachment.” The king was fo pleafed with 
this anfwer, and conceived fo high an, epinion of 
Jofeph, that, on their arrival at Alexandria, he 
gave orders that he fhould be lodged in the pa- 
lace, and that he fhould be every day entertained 
at his cable. 

The day being come for farming out the re- 
venues to the belt bidder, the Syrian and Pha- 
nician noblemen, whom Jofeph had accompa- 
nied in his way to Alexandria, endeavoured to 
undervalue them, offering no more than eight 
thoufand calents for all the duties of Caclo-Sy- 
ria, Phanicia, Judea and Samaria. Jofeph, 
having learnt from the converfation that paffed 
between him and the nobles while on their jour- 
ney the real value of the revenues, boldly offered 
double the fum. This highly pleafed the king, 
who afked him what fecurity he could give. 
Jofeph told him his fecurities were undoubted ; 
upon which the king ordered him to name them. 
Jofeph replied, he had no doubt but that his 
majefty and the queen would be mutually bound 
for his fecurity. The king, from the high opi- 
nion he entertained of Jofeph, immediately ad- 
mitted him as receiver-general of all thofe pro- 
vinces, a circumftance which greatly mortified 
thofe whofe intentions were to have purchafed 
the farming of the revenues at an undervalue. 

The firlt ftep Jofeph took after being ap- 
pointed to this high office was, to fatisty the 
king for his uncle’s arrears, which he did by 
borrowing five hundred talents of forme of the 
puncipal people in Alexandria. Having ad- 
juited this matter, he requefted of the king that 
he might have a’ guard of two thoufand mento 
fupport him in the colleétion of the duties, which 
being granted, he left Alexandria, and proceeded 
towards Syria to execute his office. On his 
arrival at a place called Afkalon, the people not 
only refufed to pay the tribute, but highly in- 
fulted him ; whereupon he punifhed twenty of 
the ringleaders, and raifed a thoufand talents from 
their forfeited eftates, which he fent to the king, 
with an account of his proceedings. This fo 
Pleafed the. king that he left him wholly to his | 
wn conduct ; and the reft of the Syrians, terri- 
fied by the example of their brethren, paid their 
faxes without the leaft hefitation. 

In this fituation did Jofeph continue for the 
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“nus * fhould be fent, who, though the youngelt, 
was, froin his’ fuperior and diftinguifhed abili- 
“ties; ‘beft qualifed for fuch a negociation. — 
- "This mattet beidg’ adjufted Jofeph afked his 
fon what he thought would be fufficient to de- 
fray the expences of his embaily, and to pur- 
chafe the neceffary prefents for the king and 
queen. Flyrcanus toid him ten talents, and re- 
commended that inftead of fending the prefents 
from Judea, they fhould be purchated:at Alexan- 
dria, ‘and that he would-give him letters of cre- 
dit on Arion (the perfon in that city to whom 
Jofeph remitted the money gathered in Syria to 
be depofited in the royal treafury) for that pur- 
pofe. IT would not (laid he) recommend the 
fending from this place any prefents to the king; 
but write to your agent at Alexandria to furnifh 
me with the proper gifts.” ; : 
Jofeph complied with his fon’s requeft, and. 
by thefe means the latter obtained an unlimited 
credit on his agentin that city. As foon, there- 
fore, as he arrived at Alexandria, he immediately 
went to Arion, and, inftead of ten talents, de- 
manded a thoufand. Surprized at fo confidera- 
ble a demand, Arion refufed complying with 
his requeft, faying, 
« wafte itin luxury ? No, Sir, your father’s for- 
tune was made by induttry, and you would do 
well to follow his example. 
only tentalents, and thofe I will fee expended 
in the prefents you are to make.” 
This abrupt reply highly offended Hyrcanus, 


«e 
ce 
iis 
ce 


who, for fome time, expoftulated with him, but : 


finding him continue absolute in not complying 
with his demand, he, by his fuperiority of power 
in confequerice of his father’s authority, had 
him conmuitted to prifon. The wife of Arion, 
who was on good terms with the queen, informed 
her of the treatment her hufband had received 
from Flyrcanus, and the queen rclated the whole 
particulars to the king. In confequence of this 
the king fent a meflage to Hyrcanus, exprefling 
his aftonifhment at his conduct, and ordering 
him immediately to attend and ‘clear himfelf of 
the charge alledged againft him, Hyrcanus de- 
fired the meffenger to tell his mafter that he 
could not wait on him till he was furnifhed with 
the prefents (the means of doing which were 
denied him by Arion) which his father had or- 
dered as a teftimony of his duty and gratitude ; 
and that, with regard to punifhing a refractory 
tervant, he thought himilelf juttified ; for the 
ill example of an inferior might at length reach 
the king himfelf, and where authority was de- 
{pifed, the precedent might be dangerous. 


* ‘The birth of this young man was_ attended with fome 
very fingular circumitances, the patticulars of which ave 
thele: As Jofeph’s cecafions, in his lefs advanced years, free 
quently called him to Alexandria, one night, while he was 
at fupper with his royal matter, he fell defperately in love 
with a beautiful damfel, who, among others, was dancing 
for the amufement of the king. Not beicg able to matter 
his inordinate paffion, he communicated his affeciion for 
the damfel to his brother Solimius, (who accompanied: him 
in his journey, and had with hima daughter that was mar- 
riageable) seh if poffible, to procure him the en- 
joyment of her, but in a: fecret a manner as he could on 
account of the fin, 
fuch an a&t. Solimius promifed to comply with his requelt, 
but inftead of the damfel of whom he was fo much ena- 
moured, he conveyed his own daughter into Jofeph’s bed, 
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» When the king received this anfwer, imftea¢ 
of being offended with Hyrcanus, he high} 
applauded-him for the dignity of his (eatimene 
and Arion finding he had no reafon to expeét 
favour or protection from the king, compounded 
for his liberty, by paying Hyrcanus the thov- 
fand talents he had demanded. 

As foon as Hyrcanus had got the money he 
purchafed of the merchants at Alexandria one 
hundred beautiful boys, and the like number 
of girls, at the price of a taient each; having 
done which, and put them in a proper place of 
fecurity, he repaired to the court, and was gra- 
cioufly received by the king. The next day he 
with many other perfons of diftinction, was in. 
vited to dine at the royal table, upon which the 
mafter of the ceremonies, on account of the 
youth of Hyrcanus, placed him at the bottom 
of the table. That part of.the company thar 
fat next to Hyrcanus, jooking upon him with 
contempt, refelved to fhew their difrepect by 
unanimoufly agreeing to lay their bones on his 
plate, defiring, at the fame time, Tryphon, the 
king’s jefter, to ridicule him. This ‘Tryphon 
attempted to do, by defiring the king to notice 
the circumftance, faying, at the fame time, that 
fo had Hyrcanus’s father picked the bones oi 
all Syria. The king, fimiling, afked Iyrcanus 
how he came by fo many bones. “Sir, “replied 
he, (looking ftedfaftly on the company) dogs 
eat bones as well as meat; but men put the 
bones afide.” This anfwer highly pleated the 
king, and inftead of the laugh being thrown on 
Hyrcanus, it fell on Tryphon and the company 
prefent. : 

The next day Hyrcanus privately enquired of 
the fervants what their mafters intended to pre- 
fent to the king on the birth of the prince; to 
which fome faid twelve talents, and others more 
or lefs, while Hyrcanus feemed to be unealy 
that it was out of his power to give more than 
five. This pretenfion of poverty was highly 
pleafing to the fervants, who failed not to tell 
their mafters of it, thinking the youth would be 
difgraced in the king’s opinion by the finallneis 
of his prefent; but they foon found themfeves 
miftaken. On the following day, which was the 
time appointed for making the prefents, the 
higheft gift -was twenty talents, except that made 
by Hyrcanus, who prefented the hundred boys 
tothe king, and the hundred girls to the queen, 
who had all a talent in each hand; fo that 1” 
this article he expended four hundred talents. 
‘Lhis gift aftonifhed not only the king, but all 
the company prefent ; exclufive of which Hyr- 
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ond, the next morning, as fecretly conveyed her 
| that his brother did not difcover the deception, 
repeated feveral nights, when Jofeph growing more 
mire enamoured of his fair, though anknovwn partner, OM 
day complained to his brother of his hard fave, in, be? 
prohibited, by the laws of his religion, to marry the 0 
mip he loved. On this Solimius difcovered to’ him te 
whole affair, telling him that, inftead of the admired dat- 
cer, he had put his own daughter to bed to him, thinking 
it lefs criminal to deceive his own child, than to fuifer hun 
to join himfelf to a ftrange woman, which their law rile 
forbade. The great furprize of this difcovery, and the fin’ 
gular inftance of Solimius’s affection for his brother 4 
wrought on the mind of Jofeph, that he immediately Ase 
the young woman his wife, and of her, the next years ™* 
born Hyrcanus. 
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canus gave many valuable prefents to the cour- 
tiers and great officers of ftate, and the remain- 
der of the money he had received from Arion 
he converted to his own private ufe. 
The diftinguifhed liberality of Hyrcanus fo 
wrought on the king and queen that he became the 
reateft favourite at court; and of this he took 
a bale advantage by oe his intereft and 
influence to the injury of his father. Pretending 
to the king that Jofeph, from his great age and 
imbecility, was incapable of difcharging _the 
office with which he was entrufted, he obtained 
a commiffion to be the collector of the royal re- 
venues in all the country beyond the river Jor- 
dan. Asfoon as his brothers heard in what a 
bate manner he had acted they were fo enraged 
that (with their father’s connivance at leaft, if 
not dire&t approbation) they refolved to way-lay 
him, and cut him off on his return. This refo- 
lution they attempted to put in execution, bur 
the guards who attended him proyed too ftrong 
in the affaule, and two of his brothers were killed. 
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-When Hyrcanus-arrived at Jerufalem his fa- 
ther would not fee him, nor would any of his 
old acquaintance take the leaft notice of him; 
fo that finding himfelf univerfally defpifed for 
his perfidy, he left Jerufalem, paffed the river 
Jordan, and entered upon the execution of his 
office. 

On the death of Jofeph (which happened a 
fhort time after Hyrcanus had, by his iniquity, 
fupplanted him) a war commenced between him 
and his furviving brothers about the paternal 
eftate, which, for fome time, difturbed the peace 
of the Jews at Jerufalem. As the high-priett, 
however, and the generality of the people, fided 
with the brothers, Hyrcanus was again forced to 
retreat beyond the Jordan, where he lived in a 
ftrong caftle * cill the reign of Antiochus Epi- 
phanes, who, threatening to punifh him accor- 
ding to his deferts, to avoid the confequences, 
he fell upon his own fword, and put a period to 
his exiftence. 





XI. 


He at firft favours the Fews, 


but afterwards fends bis treafurer Heliodorus to plunder the temple at Sferufilem, who is prevented 


from executing bis defige by the fudden appearance of a number of angels. 


Heliodorus poifons Selencus 


1 hopes of gaining the crown, but 3 difappointed by means. of Eumenes, king of Pergamus and bis 


brother, who place Antiochus Epipbanes (fon of Antiochus the Great) on the Syrian throne. 


bribery and corruption emong the Sfewifh bigh-priefts. 
Apollonius, the general of Antiochus’s forces, is fent to 


‘Ye.vs, profanes the temple, and plunders it. 


Great 
Antiochus excrcifes fingular cruelty on the 


bsfiege “ferufalem, which be takes, and maffacres great numbers of the inhabitants. Antiochus com- 
pels the Sfews to renounce their religion, in endeavouring to avoid which many are cruelly put to death, 
The melancholy flory of Solomona and ber feven fons, who, after fuffering the moft fevere torments, 
at length die martyrs for the fake of their religion. 


N the death of Antiochus the Great +, his 

fon Seleucus Philopater fucceeded him on 

the throne of Syria, to which, at that time, was 
annexed Judea and the other adjacent provinces. 
Vor fone time after his acceffion he treated the 
Jews with the moft diftinguifhed refpect, and, 
at his own expence, fupplied them with all things 
neceffary for the fervice of the temple. At 
length, however, he greatly altered in his dif- 
pofition, and attempted to commit depradations 
on the very place to which he had been fo great 
a benefaétor. Being informed by one Simon, 





* Jof-phus tells us that the walls of this caftle were of 
white itone, with figures of various animals curioufly carved 
on them. A deep ditch, or fifh-pond, was dug round the 
taille, and in a mountain oppofite to it paflages were cut 
feveral furlongs in length, but, for fecurity fake, only wide 
enough at the mouth for one man to enter at a time. Within 
the cattle were lodging, dining-rooms, and other places of 
entertainment, with ftately buildings, courts, gardens and 
fountains. It was fituated on the borders of Arabia and Ju- 
dea beyond Jordan, near the land of the Effebonites, and 
received the name of Tyre. . ‘ 

+ Thedeath of this prince was untimely, and occafioned 


of the tribe of Benjamin, that there were great 
riches in the temple, he fent Hfeliodorus, his 
treafurer, with a ftrong body of forces, to plun- 
der it, ordering him to bring all he could find 
to him at Antioch. 

Heliodorus, having received thefe orders from 
the king, immediately repaired to Jerufalem, in 
order to carry them into execution. On his ar- 
rival thither, without hefitation, he went into the 
temple, but on his entering the facred treafury 
(his guards ftanding at the door) he was fud- 
denly ftopped by the appearance of angels, who 

feemed 


nee 


by the following circumftance. Being greatly dittreffed for 
want of money, and hearing that there was confiderable 
treafure in the temple of Jupiter Belus, fituated in the pro- 
vince of Elymais, he went thither, attacked the temple in 
the night, and plundered it of all its riches. This fo en- 
raged the people of the country, that, haitily aflembling to- 
gether, they fell on Antiochus, and not only flew him, but 
ail that were with him, He was a prince poffefled of great 
humanity and beneficence, and conducted himfelf with thar 
valour, prudence, and ftridtnefs of juftice, that made him 
defervedly obtain the title of Autsochus the Greai. 
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feemed to be on horfeback, armed to defend the 
place againft his facrilegious intentions. The 
infidel general was fo alarmed at this unexpected 
fight, that he immediately fell fpeechlefs on. the 
ground, which being obferved by his attendants, 
they put him on alitter, and carried him with- 
out the temple. He remained totally fenfelefs. 
for fome time, upon which fome of his friends 
befought Onias the high-prieft to intercede in his 
behalf, by praying to God to reftore him to his 
fenfes and life, he appearing to be divefted of 
both. Onias, being fearful left Seleucus fhould 
imagine that fome treachery had been done to 
Heliodorus by the Jews, complied with their 
requeft, and offered up a facrifice for the reftora- 
tion of his health. While the high-prieft was 
erforming this fervice, the fame young men, 
in the fame cloathing, appeared before Helio- 
dorus, faying, ** Give Onias the high-prieft 
“« great thanks, infomuch as, for his fake, the 
«© Lord hath granted thee life. And feeing that 
« thou haft been fcourged from heaven, declare 
“unto all men the mighty power of God.” 
Having faid this they inftantly difappeared. 

Heliodorus being thoroughly convinced of 
the impropriety and wickednefs of his conduct, 
together with the obligation he lay under to 
Onias, offered up a facrifice to the Lord for his 
fins; having done which, and, asa mark of ac- 
knowledgment to Onias, faluted him, he ieft 
Jerufalem, and, with his forces, returned home. 

As foon as Heliodorus arrived at Antiock, he 
not only teftified to the king, but likewife to all 
the people, the works of the great God which he 
had feen at Jerufalem, and related to them all 
the particulars that had pafled during his ftay at 
that place. Seleucus, being {till defirous of ac- 
complifhing his ends, and thinking Heliodorus 
had failed from want of courage, afked him whom 
he thought the moft proper to fend in his ftead. 
To which Heliodcrus replied, ‘ If thou haft 
«* any enemy, of traitor, fend him thither, and 
« thou fhalt receive him well fcourged, if he 
« efcape with his life: for in that place, no 
« doubt, there is an efpecial power of God. For 
“he that dwelleth in heaven hath his eye on that 
“ place, and defendeth it, and he beateth and 
« deflroyeth them that come to hurt it.” 

Some time after this Heliodorus, being de- 
firous of obtaining the fovereignty to himfelf, 
poifoned his maiter Seleucus, in hopes ot fuc- 
ceeding him §; but, at the inftigation of Bu- 
menes, king of Pergamus, in conjunction with 
his brother Attalas, the defign of Heliodorus 
was obf{truéted and rendered of none effect, 
thofe two, by their elevated fituations, and pow- 
erful intereft, placing on the throne Antiochus, 
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t+ The manner in which the Author of the Book of 
Maccabees relates this circumitance is as follows: In fpeak- 
ing of Heliodorus attempting to enter the treafury of the 
temple, he fays, ‘¢ As he was there, with his guard about 
*¢ the treafury, the Lord of Spirits, and the pour all 
“< power, caufed a great apparition, fo that all who prefumed 
** to go in with him, were aftonifhed at the pewer of God, 
‘s and fainted, and were fere afraid. For there appeared 
¢s unto them an horfe with a terrible rider upon him, and 
adorned with a very fair covering, and he ran fiercely, 
<« and {mote at Heliodorus with his forefeet, and it feemed 
«« that he that fat upon the horfe had compleat harnefs of 
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furnamed Epiphanes, another fon of the late 
Antiochus the Great. 

This prince was, in difpofition, quite the 
reverfe of his father, being haughty, tyrannical 
and cruel. He was the greateft perfecutor the 
Jews ever had, and during his reign great num- 
bers of them were, by his bafenefs, put to death, 
Soon after his acceffion, being in great want of 
money to difcharge an heavy tribute he had to 
pay the Romans, he depofed Onias the high- 
prieft, aman of the moft fingular humanity and 
piety, and, for three hundred and fixty talents, 
(which he engaged to pay annually) fold it to 
his brother Jafon. But, as Jafon had fupplanted 
Onias, fo his brother Menelaus, being fent to 
Antioch with this tribute-money, for three hun. 
dred talents more than Jafon had given, pur- 
chafed the priefthood, and had him, in like 
manner, depofed ; upon which Jafon withdrew 
to the country of the Ammonites, where he con- 
tinued fome time in expeétation that fortune 
would produce an advantageous turn in his fa- 
vour. 

Thus did Menalaus obtain the priefthood of 
his brother Jafon, but being afterwards fum- 
moned to appear before the king at Antioch for 
non-payment of the money, he relinquifhed it 
to another brother named Lyfimachus. Soon 
after this, repenting of his tamenefs in delivering 
up the office of high-prieft, he fold many of 
the facred veffels to recover it; and, left Onias, 
(who was withdrawn to Daphne, a place not far 
from Antioch) fhould again obtain the prieft- 
hood, he caufed him to be murdered by An- 
dronicus, to whom he gave a confiderable reward 
for executing the bufinefs. This affaffin, howe: 
ver, foon met with the punifhment he merited, 
for Antiochus hearing of what he had done, or- 
dered him to be apprehended, led to the place 
where he had murdered Onias, and there: put 
to death. Inthe mean time the Jews, mutiny- 
ing againft Lyfimachus, New him at Jerufalem; 
after which they deputed three proper perfons 
to go to the king at Antioch, and lay an accu- 
faction before him againft. Menelaus.’ But fuch 
was the bribery of the Syrian court, and fuch 
the artifices of Menelaus, who was the contriver 
of all thefe mifchiefs, that he acquitted himfelf 
before the king, and, inftead of receiving pu- 
nifhment himfelf, procured the three perfons; 
who came from Jerufalem to accule him, to be 
condemned and executed. 

Some time after this Antiochus was engaged in 
a war with the Egyptians, during which a falfe 
rumour was fpread throughout Paleftine thar he 
was dead. Jafon, (who had artfully obtained the 
high-priefthood from his brother Onias, had 

been 
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‘* gold. Moreover, two other yeung men appeared before 
«c him, notable in ftrength, excellent in beauty, and comely 
‘< in apparel, who ftood by hima on either fide, and fcourgé 
<¢ him continually, and gave him many fore ftripes. A® 
«© Heliodorus fell fuddenly unto the ground, and was com 
‘« paffed with great darknefs; but they that were with hun 
“ took him up, and put him into a litter, being unable to 
«« help himfelf with his weapons: and manifeitly they ac- 
«* knowledged the power of God.” See 2 Macc. ili. 24, ¥° 
§ About this time died Ptolemy Epiphanes, king of Bgyp! 
who left two fons, named Philometer and Phyfcon, the fu" 
mer of whom fucceeded him on the throne. ys 
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been fupplanted by his brother Menelaus, and 
retired into the country of the Ammonites) 
hearing of this intelligence, thought it a con- 


venient opportunity for him to attempt regain-" 


ing the office of high-prieft, for which purpofe 
he marched, at the head of 2 thoufand men, to 
Jerufalem. He foon made himfelf mafter of 
the city, and obliged Menelaus to fecure him- 
felf by flying to the caftle, after which he acted 


all manner of cruelties on his fellow-citizens,. 


and put to death, without mercy, all he met 
with whom he took to be his adverfaries. Having 
done this, and knowing the citadel too ftrong 
to be reduced, he made a hafty retreat into the 
country of the Ammonites; foon aftér which 
he was, by Aretas king of Arabia, caft into 
prifon, from whence he made -his efcape; and 
fled from one city to another, till at length he 
died at Lacedemon. 

As foon as Antiochus heard of the rupture 
that had taken place at Jerufalem, he left Egypr, 
and marched into Judea, being fearful left the 
whole of the Jewifh nation. might become re- 
fractory and revolt. In his way he was informed 
that the Jews, having received : intelligence of 
his death, had made great rejoicings on the oc- 
cafion. This circumftance fo enraged him a- 
gainft thofe people, that haftening to Jerufalem 
he immediately laid fiege to the place, and 
taking it by ftorm, put to death, in the fpace of 
three days, no lefs than 40,000 people, making 
the like number captives, and felling them for 
‘flaves to the inhabitants of the neighbouring 
kingdoms. . 

Not fatished with this’ Antiochus; accom- 
panied by the traitor Menelaus, profanely en- 
tered the facred temple, from whence he took 
away many golden veffels, arid rich donatives 
that had been prefented by former kings, the 
value of which amounted to about one thoufand 
eight hundred talents. 
. tochus returned to Antioch, leaving behind him 
one Philip, a Phrygian (a man, if poffible, more 
barbarous and inhuman than himfelf) as go-. 
vernor of Judea. He alfo appointed Andro- 
nicus (another perfon no lefs cruel in his difpo- 
fition) to be governor of Samaria; and Mene- 
laus (who was worfe than all the reft) he fixed 
in the office of high-prieft, that he might be a 
conftant terror to the poor Jews who refided at 
Jerufalem *, \ 

This was but the beginning of Antiochus’s 
cruelty towards the Jews, for {oon after his re- 
turn to Antioch, he tent Apollonius, one of his 
generals, with an army of 22,000 men to Jeru- 
falem, with orders to kill all the young and ro- 
buft men he found in the city, and to: fell the 
women and children for flaves; leaving only the 
More aged to inhabit the place. When Apol- 
lonius came before the city, he remained without 
it feveral days, not making any attempt to at- 
tack it, from whence the Jews, who had fome 
difagreeable apprehenfions on his arrival, thought 





, * The Author of the Baoks of Maccabees (2 Mace. v. 
2, 3) tells us, that about this time there were fcen at Jez 


wialen, for forty days together, ftrange fights in the air of 
Aorfemen and footmen, armed with’ hhields, fpears, and 
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With this plunder An- {| heathens. 
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themfelves fecure. In this, however, they foon 
found themfelves miftaken, for while they were 
at their devotions on the fabbath, Apollonius 
entered the city, maffacred great numbers of 
the inhabitants, plundered the place; led away 
the women and children captives, and obliged 
many to fly to caves and deferts to fecure them- 
felves from the general deftruétion. 

A fhort time after this (and while Apollo-~ 
nius was {till at Jerufalem) Antiochus fent, one 
Athenzus, a man well verfed in all the ceremo- 
nies of the Grecian idolatry, to Jerufalem, with 
orders that the people; not only in that city, but 
throughout the whole land of Judea, fhould re~ 
nounce their antient rites and ufages, and uni- 
verfally conform themfelves to the religion of 
the Greeks.» Thefe orders Athenzus, with the 
affiftance of Apollonius, put in full execution. 
No fooner did he arrive at Jerufalem, than all 
facrifices to the God of Ifrael were laid afide, 
and the rites of the Jewifh religion totally fup- 
prefled. The temple was dedicated to Jupiter 
Olympius (the principal idol of the Greeks) 
whofe image was placed on the Altar of Burnt- 
Offerings, and all the people were obliged to 
facrifice to it on pain of death. Thofe who met 
in caves, and other fecret places, to keep the 
fabbath, were, if difcovered, burnt. The Book 
of the Law was firft torn, and then committed 
to the flames: the circumcifion of infants was 
prohibited ; and fuch women as were accufed 
of having circumcifed their children were farit 


| publicly led about the city with their infants 


hanging at their breafts, and then thrown head 
long from the higheft part of the walls, fo that 
the greater number of them, with their innocent 
offsprings, fuffered miferable deaths. 

As thefe feverities were practifed to make the 
Jews recounce their religion, fo the like were 
ufed to make them embrace the worthip of the 
In all the cities throughout Judea, 
altars, groves, and chapels for idols were fet 
up, and officers fent, once every month, to com 
pel the people, on pain of being put to the tor- 
ture or death, to offer victims to the different 
idols of the Grecians, and to eat of the fleth of 
fwine, and of other unclean beafts, that were, 
at thofe times, facrificed. In fhort, no manner, 
of cruelty was omitted to make the poor Jews, 
in the firft inftance, renounce their own reli- 
gion, and, in the fecond, embrace the tdolatr7 
of the Greeks. . 

But though, in the courfe of this terrible per- 
fecution, many of thefe wretched people yielded 


‘to-violénce, yet there were fome who chofe ra- 


ther to die, than to forfake the law of their God. 
Among the latter of thefe, one of the moft 
memorable note was Eleazar, a principal dottor 
of the law, of the family of the priefts, and 
much efteemed by many of the friends of An- 
tiochus, on account of his great age and cha- 
racter. This good man, refufing to renounce 
his religion, or comply with any idolatrous 

ead maxims 
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fwords, and.in great companies fighting againft, and charg- 
ing each other, as in battle array; which foreboded tholé: 
calamities of war and défolation that feon after happened, 
notonly in Jerufalem, but in moft parts of Judea, 
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maxims, was brought before the king, (who 
was feared in ftate, attended by his counfelters 
and governors, and protected by an armed guard) 
to anfwer for his obftinacy. As fedn as Antio- 
chus faw Eleazar, he addreffed him in words to 
this effect: “© I defirethee, reverend old man, 
« before I proceed to extremities, to fave thy 
«< life by confenting to eat the flefh of iwine. 
«c T refpeét thy age and grey hairs, and am afto- 
«¢ nifhed that thou fhouldeft perfevere in the 
«¢ Jewith fuperftition, after a length of years 
« that might have taught thee more wifdom. 
«( It is ftrange to me that men fhould be fo un- 
« juft to themfelves, and fo ungrateful to na- 
“ture, as to deny themfelves the enjoyment of 
<¢ thofe innocent gratifications which her bounty 
«has provided. For what reafon fhouldeft 
«“ thou refrain from the tafte of the flefh of 
“ fwine,. which is the moft delicate of all food, 
«. and feems to have been beflowed upon us by 
«« heaven, in the fulnefs of its bounty? This 
«© conduct in others might feem to carry its ex- 
«« cufe with it; but in a man of thy difcernment 
“© it is the height of folly to draw down a cer- 
“¢ tain judgment on thy own head, by defpifing 
‘© my authority, through an idle ifreligious pre- 
“ judice. Let me then perfuade thee to open 
se thine eyes, awake from thy dream, and free 
*¢ thyfelf item a bondage which arifes from a 
“© ridiculous fingularity of opinion. Shall I 
hope that this expoftulation may urge thee 
‘© to have a proper regard to thyfelf. by ac- 
* cepting that kin nefs which I offer in compaf- 
“ fionto thy age? I think it ought: for though 
*¢ thy reafon may not be convinced of the ab- 
© furdity of the «pinion thou haft entertained, 
© yet thon mightcft allow, that if there be a 
« Divine Being which requires the obfervance 
« of thy religion, that Being has goodnefs fuf- 
ficient to pardon the breach of his laws, when 
*« the offence does not arife from an act of the 
« will, but is the effed of abfolute and irrefifti- 
« ble compulfion.” 

The king having ended his fpeech, Eleazar 
entreated permiffion to make a reply; which 
being granted, he fpoke to the following pur- 
pofe, in the prefence of the whole affembly. « It 
“© is proper that your majeity fhould be informed, 
«¢ that we who are firnily perfauded that the law 
«« given us by God fhould be in all things ftrily 
‘© obeyed, have no conception that any force 
“or neceffity can operate fo ftrongly as to al- 
«< low us to difpenfe with any part of this law, 
« You have hinted that our law is not divine : 
«© admitting that to be fact, Sir, yet it ought 
« to be fully binding on us, in all cafes what 
«© foever, while we think it fo. Your majefty 
te will not therefore fuppofe that if we fhould 
«¢ be bafe enough co defile ourfelves by eating 
“ unclean meats, the crime would be deemed 
‘¢ either trifling or pardonable. Whether the 
«¢ inftance in which a man effends be greater or 
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“© lefs, the infolence of the culprit is the fame, | 


«cs whatever the fact be.. You have infinuated,’ 
« Sir, that our religion is beneath the notice 
“ of philofophers, and men of reafon; but 
«© permit me to fay that itis the perfection of all 
“ philofophy ; fince it inftructs us in the arts of 
* temperance, and directs us to conquer our 
‘© paffionate defires for fublunary pleafures. It 
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“* enjoins us to the practice of fortitude, and! 
* recommends the chearful fubmiffion-‘to paiz,: 
*¢ It preferibes rules of rigid juftice, and: com. 
“* mands us to worfhip only that Admighty Be. 
“ing, to whom alome reverence can be due; 
“¢ Wherefore we muft net prefume to eat un- 
“ clean and prohibited food; for we. are con- 
*«* vinced that God, the author of hature, paid 
* a proper attention to it; and thar the infticu- 
“tion of this law, fo far from being a grie- 
“© vance, was an act of benevolence; that for-. 
“ bidden things are prejudicial to our fouls, 
“ and thole only on which we are permitted to 
“ feed are ufeful to us. It is therefore the higheft 
“© cruelty to compel us-to a violation of our law, 
‘ and to eat thofe things which are forbidden 
“ becaufe they are of a noxious quality. But, 
“« Sir, you fhall never thus triumph over mie. 
“© T fcorn the idea of violating the ftolemn oaths 
“* and facred engagements, by which our fore- 
‘© fathers have bound. themfelves and their de- 
* fcendants to. the obfervance of this law. I 
will not fubmit, though-you command my 
eyes to be plucked out, and my body burnt. 
‘© Age hath not yet fo impaired my intellectual 
or corporeal faculties, but that my reafon is 
ftill vigorous on the call ef duty and religion. 
If you are offended with. this reply, prepare 
your inftruments of torture, and encreate the 
heat of your furnace: but, old as I am, I 
will never violate the laws of God and my 
country to fave my life. Iwill not defert 
“© the law in which I have been inftructed; { 
«© will never abjure that temperance, the beft- 
“© of virtues, which teaches us to conquer our 
‘© appetites : I will not difgrace my philofophy, 
“« nor bring a ftain on the order of priefthood, 
“* and the ftudy of the law. 1 will maintain my 
*« foul unfpotted as my fore-fathers, and. remain 


‘© undaunted to death, under all the torments 


* you can inflict.” 

Eleazar having made this magnanimous reply 
to the fpeech of the tyrant, the foldiers dragged 
him to the place of execution. Having ftripped. 


| off his cloaths, they bound him, and whipped 


him till the fkin parted from his fleth ; an offi: 
cer on each fide him, crying, ‘“ Obey the king’s 
orders.” Eleazar feemed perfectly unmoved 
by their feverity, and ftood with his eyes elevated 
towards heaven, till his fefh was torn from his 
bones, and the blood ftreamed to the ground.. 
At length, unable-to bear his pangs, he dropped 
down: but though his body was thus reduced, 
he appeared to poffefs his mind in full perfection. 
On this, one of the foldiers {tamped on his belly, 
to oblige him to rife: but he bore all his fuf- 
ferings with fuch an unexampled courage, that 
even thofe who inflicted them were aftonifhed at 
fuch extraordinary magnanimity of foul in fo 
old and infirm a body, : 

But fome of his tormentors, though fervants 
of the king, pitying his age, and recollecting 
their former acquaintance with him; addreffed 
him as follows: ‘ Why, Eleazar,. wilt thou 


© fubmit to endure fuch variety of torment with- 


*© out any cafe? Confent that we put before 
“© thee clean and lawful meat, when thou mayet 


“© pretend to eat fwine’s flefh, agreeable to the 


“« king’s order, and thus fave thy life without 
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- violating the law.” | To this, Eleazar ne 
«e feet 
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« Letic not be faid that we, who are children |} eldeft totorture. They accordingly {tripped of 


of Abraham, can behave in fo artful and pu- 
fijlanimous a manner as only to retend to do 
« an unbecoming action. - It-wo ad be ftrange 
« conduct in me, who have hitherto obeyed the 
« Jaws of truth, and preferved an unfpotted 
« character, to fet an evil example to others, by 
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« denying my principles in my old age; to } 
drag out the remainder of life at the expence {| t 
| bones broken, and joints diflocated, he re- 
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« of diffimulation, and become an object of the 
« public contempt for my pufillanimity.” His 


tormentors obferving this refolution, and-finding } 


that their offered mercy had no éffe& on him, 
conduéted him to the fire, on which they threw 
him, cruelly SOEmICHUnS him, and poured fcald- 
ing liquor upon his noftrils as he Burnt. When 
his fleth was almoft feparated fromm his bones; he 
lifted his eyes towards heaven, and faid, “ O God, 
« thou art witnefs to the torments I fuffer, and 
that I prefer death by fire, in obedience to thy 
law; rather than a continuance of life by the 
tranfgreffion of it. Have mercy, therefore, 
“ © God, on thy people, and let my death ex- 
piate their crimes. Accept rhy life for theirs, 
and let my blood operate as a purifying fa- 
crifice.” Having faid this, the good old 
man foon after refigned his foul into the hands 
of him who gave it. 

The next inftance of religious fortitude was 
difplayed in the perfons of the heroine Solo- 
mona and her feven fons, who, for refufing 
to renounce their religion and embrace idolatry, 


<«< 


a 


«< 


a 


c 


nx 


«€ 


nx 


. 


x 


cf 


a 


were, by order of Antiochus, brought from their: 


habitations to the city of Antioch, ‘in order to 
receive punifhment for difobeying the king's 
commands. Antiochus, preténding pity to their 
youth, and refpect to their family (which was 
noble) fed all the arguments he could to per- 
fuade them to renounce their religion, and em- 
brace that of the Grecians, ee them 
great rewards and promotions if they complied, 
but at the fame time threatening them with the 
fevereft punifhments if they remained obftinate. 
Having faid this, he ordered a variety of inftru- 
ments for torture (which had been provided on the 
occahion) to be fhewn them, thinking to terrify 
them into compliance with the fad profpect of 
what, fhould they refufeé, they were likely to 
fuffer. But all thefe inftruments and engines 
of death could no more terrify, than the allure- 
ments of the tyrant could perfuade, them : in- 
fpired with a truly holy zeal and ¢eleftial bravery, 
they unanimoufly declared their obedience to 
the law of God, and the precepts which he de- 
livered by Mofes, affuring’ him that -his cruelty 
could not hurt them: that all the effect their 


pains could have would be to fecure to them the | 


glorious rewards due to unfhaken patience and 
injured virtue. They then apprized him of 
what a material difference there would be in the 
fue of his conduct between him and ‘them ; for 


by the murder of fo many innocent men hej] 
would arm the Diviné vengeance againit him, {} 
and for the tempora: pains Which he inflicted on |]. 


them would fubjeét himfelf to’ everlafting: tor- 
ments. Sg 

The conftancy and zeat of théfe biave youths 
(who were greatly encouraged’ by their aged 
and pious parent) fo enraged thé tyrant, that 
he gave orders for the executioners to bring: the 


{ refufed. 
ers (by the king’s orders) with pincers drew off 
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| his clothes, bound his hands and arms and 


placed him in a pofture for receiving the fcourge. 
This he endured with the moft aftonifhing pa- 
tience, infomuch that the executioners, finding 
themfelves more wearied in inflicting this punifh- 
ment than he was in receiving it, gave over, 
unloofed him, and then bound him on the wheel. 
The noble youth being then extended, with his 


proached his tormentor in thefe words: “ O 
** execrable tyrant, and perfecutor of the inno- 
« cent! Thou doft not treat me thus inhu- 
** manly for any breach cither of Divine or 
** human laws, but for my zeal to God, and his 
** holy ordinances.” The foldicrs then (com- 
paffionatihg the diftrefs of the youth) advifed 
him to fave his life by complying with the king’s 
commands; to whom he replied; “* You may 
** exercife your cruelty on my body, but you 
cannot torture my mind; that is out of your 
power ; and IJ will convince you, by this trial 
upon my perfon, that it is the peculiar glory 
of the Hebrew nation to be invincibly firm 
in their fufferings for virtue and a good con- 
“ feience.” The executioners then extended 
his body ftill more, and to encreafe his punith-. 
ment made a fire by the wheel, over which the 
turned him till his body was quite parched wit 
the heat. But this additional torture the brave 
youth bore with fuch magnahimity, as if the 
fire had only ferved to refine him into a creature 
immortal. Act length,. nature being exhaufted, 
he gave up the ghoft, firft taking a final farewell 
of his brethren in thefe words: “ Be fure you 
*« follow my example, and defert me not in this 
© noble conflict. Shame the tyrant with your: 
s¢ fufferings, and die glorioufly in the fervice of 
‘© God, who will humble this bloody monfter 
‘© with punifhments, as uncommon.and amazing 
‘€ as is his own pride and cruelty.” ; 

- The elder brother being thus difpatched, the 
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| fecond was immediately brought on the tragical 


ttage, where; being afked whether he would eat 
of their facrificed meat, he, with an undaunted 
courage, and without the leaft hefitation, boldly 
In confequence of this the execution-. 


all the ficfh from the mufcles of his neck to the 
chin, and all the hair and fkin off his face and 
head. Inthis dreadful condition’ he remained 
for fome time, till finding nature nearly exhauft- 
ed, he took leave of the cruel Antiochus, and 
the world, in words to this effect: “© How wel- 
“ come is death in any fliape to him that fuffers 
“ for truth and religion! The pfeafure of an 
innocent mind, and the comfort of 2 clear 
confcience, foften my fufferings, and fupport 
my fpirits, whilft thou (addreffing himfelfto 
Antiochus) art racked with thé cutting ap- 
rehenfions of a guilty mind. ‘hy cruelties 
Patter with more pleafure than thou canft 
execute them; for thy owsr heart muft tell 
thee that thou’ doft wickedly in'‘puhifhing the 
‘innocent for afferting thé truth, and perfe- 
vering inthe worfhip and love of God, for 
which, be affured thou wilt not efcape the 
terrible vengeance of ajuft and angry God.” 
The third brother was fo far from being daun- 
ted at the fight of what thé others had endured,’ 
that,’ 
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that, when he was brought on the ftage, and 
preffed by the tyrant to take warning by their 
deaths, he, in a {tern manner, replied, “ The 
*¢ fame father and mother brought us into the 
world, and the tame mafter formed our 
minds withthe fame principles: think not 
therefore, that I will, by any pufillanimous 
retreat, endeavour to evade thy cruelty, and 
defert the glorious caufe of fuffering for our 
religion. ' Lofe no time, for I come prepared 
to fuffer, not to make fpeeches.” This refo- 
lute anfwer fo enraged the haughty tyrant, 
that he thought to rae his torments much more 
fevere than what had been inflicted on his two 
elder brothers: he therefore commanded the 
executioners to place his hands and feet in the 
ferews, where, with a fudden and violent wrench, 
they immediately diflocated all the joints of his 
fingers and toes. This done, they continued to 
draw the engine yet higher, till they had twifted 
his legs, arms and fhoulder bones out of their 
fockets ; but finding him ftill to furvive all thefe 
diftortions, they drew off the fkin at the ends of 
his fingers, and flayed him from the very crown 
of his head. Not content with having mangled 
his body in this mercilefs manner, they dragged 
him to the wheel, where they {fo violently dif- 
tended him, that the blood gufhed from all parts 
of his body. At length, nature being nearly 
exhaufted, the heroic youth clofed the bloody 
{cence with the following dieadful prognoftic of 
the tyrant’s fate: “ O wicked and moft inhuman 
“ of all tyrants! we fuffer thus for the love of 
© God and his moft juft law; but thou, who 
“art the cxufe of all this injuftice and cruelty, 
© fhalt fuffer endlefs torments.” 

The fourth brother being brovght on the ftage 
was exhorted by Antiochus to confider and avoid 
inevitable deftruction which he faw preparing 
for him. But he, refolving not to ftain the ho- 
nour of his family, and difgrace the caufe of 
religion by any pufillanimious act, replied, ‘* The 
‘« fight of all your tortures, in their difmal ap- 
pearances, cannot fo fright me, as to make 
ine derogate from the noble example of my 
brethren. Let thy tortures be as extravagant 
as thy malice and cruelty can invent, they 
fhall only ferve to prove me a branch of 
the fame flock, and animated with the very 
fame foul with thofe whofe blood thy impious 
hands have fpilt.”” ‘The barbarous Antiochus 
was fo incenfed at this, that he ordered the ex- 
ecutioners immediately to cut out his tongue. 
But the pious youth, not in the leaft terrified at 
thefe orders, cried out, * Here it is ready for 
“© thy wicked executioners to exercife their cru- 
elty upon: But know, thou tyrant, that by 
depriving me of the ufe of this organ of {peech 
thou eanft not make my reafon dumb. O that 
I might, to glorify God, lofe my life by inches ! 
But as for thee, guilt and vengeance will foon 
overtake thee, who cutreft out this ineffen- 
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melody, and finging praifes to God, who 
formed it for that purpofe.” After faying 
this, the executioners cut out his tongue, and 
tied it tothe trunk of his body, which being at 
length exhaufted with pain, and mangled in the 
moft miferable manner, he gave up the ghoft. 
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Exceffive torment having thus finifhed the 
life of the fourth brother, the fifth, cager to 
have his fhare in this honourable conifliét, boldly 
ftepped forward uncalled for, and offering him. 
felf to the torture, addreffed Antiochus as’ fo]. 
lows: “ Thou feeft, moft inhuman tyrant, | 
“< wait not your tedious orders, but voluntarily 
offer myfelf tothe trial, and dare thy cruelty 
in defence of my faith. The fooner thou dif. 
patcheft me, the fooner will my happineje be 
compleat, and thy iniquities make thee ripe 
for vengeance. Tell me, thou devourer of 
mankind, what could provoke thee to tor- 
ment and murder the innocent? Is it a crime 
to ferve that God that created the world ? And 
fhall we not worfhip him by whom we live, 
and who hath inftituted the metheds by which 
we are to regulate our lives? In this we defy 
thy tortures, and defpife thy punifhments, 
which will tranflate us to a happy eternity, 
and thee to endlefs torments.” Having faid 
this, the foldiers bound him to the wheel, and 
drawing the {crews ftrait, they at once diflocated 
the joints of his limbs and back, fo that he was 
twifted round the wheel In this dreadful fitu- 
ation he remained for fome time, till at length, 
being almoft ftrangled, he, previous to his de- 
parture, took leave of his cruel perfecutor in 
words to this effect: ‘* Little doft thou ima- 
“© gine, moft execrable tyrant, the benefit thy 
cruelty procures to us; for the more thou 
rageft againft us in thefe unheard-of tortures, 
the more acceptable thou rendereft us unto 
God. This momentary pain will procure us 
everlafting reft, and every torture only fur- 
nifhes us with the opportunity of exercifing 
and fhewing our patience.” a 
he fixth brother being brought forward, the 
tyrant afked him whether he would accept of the 
terms of deliverance? To which the brave 
youth replied, “ Though I am inferior in years 
“© to my brothers, who have fuffered before me, 
yetis my foul equal in magnanimity to theirs; 
and as we were nourifhed and educated to- 
gether inthe fear of God, we ought to _per- 
fiftin the fame to death. Think nor, there- 
fore; to terrify or perfuade me to relinquifh 
the glorious caufe of religion by the appre- 
henfion or fears of torture, for I am ready ‘v 
fuffer as they have done ; and know, that God 
will fupport me in the defence of a good con- 
fcience under the greateft pains thou canftin- 
fict.” Antiochus, finding him thus refolutc, 
ordered the executioners to faften him to the 
wheel, which being done, and the greater pati 
of his bones broken, they then placed fire un- 
der him; not fatisfied with which, the foldiers, 
by the king’s command, heated fpits and {pear 
red hot, and thruft them into his back and fides 
till his bowels and entrails were nearly con- 
fumed. In this extremity of pain, he had yet 
ftrength enough to addrefs himfelt to his perfe- 
cuter as follows: “ O giorious conffict, 1” 
«‘ which fo many brethren have engaged for 
their religion, and all ceme off with con- 
queft! I will bear my brethren company !1 fo 
noble adeath, and add to the number of 
plagues due to thee, O wicked inventor of 


artful cruelty, and implacable foe of all that 
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adhere to the true religion! Six of us have 
now baffled thy malice and rage; for I muft 
needs account thee baffled; who haft, without 
fuccefs, attempted to force us from-aur duty. 
« Thy fires, methinks, are cool, thy.racks eafy, 
and thy guards no longer tormentors and exe~ 
cutioners, but defenders and promoters of 
our law and its honour, fince they affift us in 
giving teftimony to it, and contribute to the 
triumphs-of the religion they are not able to 
fupprefs.” Having faid this, juft as he was 
ready to expire, they took him from the wheel, 
and throwing him into a cauldron of boiling li- 
quor, finally clofed his exiftence. 

And now the feventh, and youngeft, brother 
appeared, whom, when the tyrant faw fettered 
and pinioned, though he had been fo implacably 
outrageous againft the reft, his hard heart began 
alittle to relent: wherefore, calling him up to 
the throne where he fat, he began to try him 
with foft words and fair means. ‘ You have 
«© feen (faid he) young man, the milerable end 
to which your brothers have, by their obftina- 
cy, brought themfelves, and which will be 
« your fate in a few minutes, if, by their ex~ 
« ample, youdo not become wifer. But } hope 
better things from you; and, as an encourage- 
ment, I make you a generous offer of my 
efteem and friendfhip, and promife, in cafe 
of your obedience, to promote you to places 
“ both of honour and profit.” Then addreffing 
himfelf to the mother of thefe brave youths 
(who had hitherto been a witnefs of her children’s 
{uffterings) with a feeming-compaffion for her 
lofs, he entreated her to prevail upon her child, 
in pity to herielf at leaft, to be obedient to his 
commands, that thereby fhe might not be totally 
divefted of all her family. But fhe, worthy of 
the honour of being mother to fuch godly he- 
roes, thus fpoke to her fon in the Hebrew 
language: ‘* In pity to me, my fon, and in 
“ honour of thy family, defpife the temptations 
* of the tyrant, and defy his threats. Look up 
‘ with hope to that God who made the world, 
‘ and can deliver thee from thy cruel perfecu- 
“tors. Bravely imitate thy religious brethren, 
who have fuffered the warft of deaths for their 
confcience fake: fear not the tortures this 
‘ heathen can infliét; and be affured that in the 
day of mercy, which this tyrant will never 
fee, I fhall receive you all in celeftial em- 
“ braces.” ‘The godly youth having, with great 
attention, heard the admonition of his pious mo- 
ther, on a fudden cried out, ‘ Well then, un- 
“ bind me, and: fet me apply myfelf to the king 
‘and his friends about the throne.” Antio- 
chus, thinking, from this requeft, he was going 
to make a conqueft of the youth, ordered him 
immediately to be unloofed; which being done, 
heran haltily to the fide of the cauldron, (which 
was near the king) and thus boldly addreffed 
him: « Moft impious tyrant! Haft thou re- 
* ceived from the hand of Gad a kingdom, and 
fo many worldly bleffings, and yet, without 
the leaft fhame. or remorie, canft murder the 
“ advocates and fervants of him who thus ad- 
“ vanced thee? Is this the requital thou makeft 
“ toa bountiful God, to ie torture thofe 
“who worfhip. him, and for$no other reafon 
“ but becaufe they worfhip hifm as he himfelf 
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“* has directed ? Be well affured this wickednefs 
** will not be forgotten, nor go unpunished : 
€ juftice will purfue thee, and-in the mean time 
* lay up in ftore for thee torments and fires, 
** not like thine here; which quickly confume 
** the body, and put an end to pain, but fuch 
** as fhall be a ftore of fire, and pains inexhaufti- 
** ble. Canft tliou call thyfelf a man, thou 
‘“* more than favage brute, and yet have no re- 
“« gard, no relenting for thefe moft exquifite 
*¢ and ftudied torments, which thou infliéteit on 
«¢ thofe who have the fame nature, the fame 
“ tender-fenfe of fufferings with thyfelf? Is ir 
“ poffible a creature of like matter and form 
“ fhould take delight in mangling, burning, 
“ flaying, fcourgings and killing his fellow- 
“ creatures ? Yet fuch thou doft; but as thou 
‘* art unlike us in difpofition, fo wilt thou be 
** unlike us in thy fate and portion. For we 
‘* who die to gratify thy malice have done 
“ our duty, and fhall find favour and happinefs 
“* with God; but thou, who haft put us on 
‘© the truth of our religion with fo much caufe- 
“ lefs pain, fuch undeferved deaths, fhalt how] 
“* for ever in defpair, and be plagued with the 
** bitter reproaches of this fad day’s tranfaétions. 
“ So dreadful, to infamous is thy cafe, fo blef- 
“ fed, fo glorious my martyred brethren; from 
“whofe honours and rewards think not that 
“ either flattery or fear fhall exclude me: for 
“« know, I afpire to an equality with the beft of 
«* them, and think it long till we mect again in 
<< the fame fufferings here, and in the fame blifs 
«« hereafter.” Having faid this, he threw himfelf 
into the cauldron, and almoft inftantly expired. 

And now, to clofe this bloody tragedy, the 
foldiers approached to feize the godly matron in 
order to execution; but fhe prevented all ar- 
tempts upon her perfon, and, without any force, 
threw herfelf into the fire, defeating the tyrant’s 
rage and violence, difappointing all his wicked 
contrivances, and exerting a moft noble faith 
and conftancy. Thus ended this doleful, yet 
glorious day, with the death of the victorious 
Solomona, who triumphed in the fharpeft ago- 
nies of her fons and her own fufferings; and 
thus did the whole of this pious fainily, through 
a fea of the moft exquifite pains, wade to the 
port of eternal reft! 
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Thus the afflicted innocent expire, 

Calm in their fufferings, Ghearhal inthe fire; 
Expecting, for a momentary pain, 

Eternal joys, and everlafting gain. 

While the tyrannic, and the wicked, find 

A tortur’d body, and tormented mind ; 

And when their vile atrocious lives they clof, 
A hell of horrors, and eternal woes. 


We fhall clofe our account of this dreadful 
and melancholy {cene with fome few obfervations 
and reflections made on the fubject by that cele- 
brated Jewith Hiftorian Jofephus. After relating 
the particulars of the fufferings of each, he pro- 
ceeds as follows : 

How great, how interefting was the fight of 
fuch a company, encouraging each other to per- 
fevere, their joint voices making an harmonious 
concert! Thus did they animate each other: 
«© Remember, brothers, we are engaged in the 
“ fame caufe: let us die like brethren, in de- 
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*¢ fence of our God, and his law. ‘The three 
brave Affyrian youths defied the furnace of 
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“© olorious example.” 


When religion and confcience are at ftake, it 
becomes us to defpife fear, and act with refolu- 
tion. Onc of the brethren faid, ‘* Courage, 
brother ’’ A fecond cried, “ Perfevere;” A 
third exclaimed, «* Remember your anceftors, 
«¢ Abraham, who confented to facriftce his fon ; 
«© and Ifaac, who chearfullty fubmitted to be- 
«< come that facrifice.”” They then mutually 
fupported each other, faying, ** Let us gladly 
“© confecrate our fouls to God: the lives which 
«< he has lent us, reftore, and yield up our bo- 
dies in defence of our holy law. Wherefore 
fhould we fear thofe who only deftroy the bo- 
dy? Our fear fhould be rather for the ever- 
lafting lofs of our fouls, which cannot happen 
to thofe who ftrictly adhere to the truth. 
Therefore let us arm ourfelves with fortitude; 
fo, in death, fhall we be gladly received by 
Abraham, Hfaac, and Jacob; and our con- 
ftancy witl be applauded by all our pious an- 
ceftors.” 

As they were feparately led to execution, thofe 
who remained encouraged the preceding, faying, 
“ Remember, brother, how thou fhouldeft be- 
“© have; difgrace not thofe who have preceded, 
“< or thofe who are to follow thee.” Encourage- 
ment like this muft have been very animating: 
the relationfhip of brother muft have had its in- 
fluence. The reader will conceive the power of 
that affection placed by Providence in the hearts 
of thofe who derive themielves from the fame 
father, are born of the fame mother, fuck the 
fame breaft, are brought up at one table, taught 
by the fame mafter, and educated in the fame re- 
Kigion. Such was the affection and endearments 
between thefe brothers, and, cf courfe, the en- 
couragement and advice they gave each other 
could not fail of having its proper weight: for 
they were educated in the fame faith, and taught 
to practice the fame virtues; and their mutual 
virtue mult have been encreafed by their mutual 
efteem; for natural efteem is always improved 
by an union in goodnefs and a mutual zeal for 
God’s fervice; fo that the more religious each of 
thefe was, the more he would love each of his 
brethren, and become more worthy of their love. 
In this inftance we may obferve how paffion was 
conquered by reafon ; for though the tender re- 
gard they entertained for each other was heighten- 
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ed by every confideration of birth, affinity, edu- | 


cation, acquaintance, and perfonal merit, yet 
all thefe confiderations were outweighed by the 
fuperior one of religion; fo that, in fo noble a 
caufe, the tortures and deaths of fuch near re- 
Jations, inftead of pain, gave fatisfaction to the 
furvivors, who became undifturbed fpectators of 
the gloomy tragedy. 

Animated by exhortation, they were induced 
to defpife pain, and fubdue fraternal affection. 
‘Thus were their minds more ennobled than birth 
could make them. Not one of thefe youths 
gave figns of fear, or fhrunk at the appreach of 
death, in all its terrors, but advanced to meet 
the racks and fire, as men who were running the 
race of mortality, and impatient which fhould 
firft reach the goal. As our hands, feet, and 
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the king of Babylon: let us imitate their || 


thers! As the world, created in feven 


‘Boog: hy: 
other members, move according to the.divettiog 
of the foul, fo thefe heroic youths moved tg. 
wards death, as if a€tuated by one common 
foul. Divine confteltation of confenting bro: 
conveys an idea of the perfec mney 
goodnefs of God, thus do thefe feven Martyrs, 
by their courage and conftancy, afford us an 
example that ought to banifh the fear of death 
But, alas! we fall fhort of their pattern, though 
we cannot read or hear of the extremity of their 
fufferings, without the urmoft agitation of mind 

What torment can exceed that of fire, which 
inftantly pierces and confumes? Yet chefe valiant 
champions refolutely endured the fevereft tor. 
ments. But to encreafe our wonder, and lefen 
that idea of magnanimity which men think their 
peculiar characteriftic, let us produce the cafe 
of the woman, who gave glorious proofs of the 
fovereignty of reafon over the paffions; one 
whofe fufferings were more fevere than thofe of 
the parties before mentioned. The variety and 
extremity of a mother’s pains, in viewing the 
death of her feven fons, is fcarcely to be com- 
prehended. She mutt have been feven times 
murdered. The natural affections of parcnts 
are centered in the welfare of their children. 
This is evident even among beafts, who evince 
even atendernefs for their young, equal to thac 
among men. But why need we mention beafts, 
when all nature is full of this paffion for their 
offspring? The bees, though bufy in building 
their cells, are careful to guard their hives; and 
when invaded by the drones, proteé their young 
ones by their ftings, which ferve them as wea- 
pons of defence. 

The mother of our heroic youths was fo true 
a daughter of Abraham, that even her tender- 
nefs for her own children could not tempt her 
to violate her duty. So laudable was-her zesl, 
that. when the prefervation and advancement of 
her fons was put in competition with religion, 
fhe wifely preterred the latter, obeyed God ra- 
ther than the king, and wifhed them heavenly 
profperity, rather than temporal. How hall 
we defcribe that tender paternal paffion, that 
fondnefs for the offspring, that imprefics on 
them the fame features of body, and _ fre- 
quently the fame difpofition of mind? It would 
be hard to paint the concern they feel for any 
diftrefs that attends thefe dearer parts of them- 
felves: particularly that of mothers, whofe na- 
tural fondnefs makes them ftill more fuiceptible 
of what affeéts their children, than fathers are. 
This mother had ftill more affection for her 
children than mothers commonly have: her love 
was augmented by feven painful births: and 
every frefh pang the fuffered gave new force to 
that affection fhe felt for thote for whom the 
bore thofe pangs. 

Notwithftanding this, the love .of God out- 
weighed all prefent views of her childrens inte- 
reft. She never loved them fo tenderly as when 
they were giving prwof of tleir conftancy in ¢ 
truth: they were wile, courageous, afte@ionate, 
and fo dutiful as to die in fupport of the aw 
in obedience to their mother; while the, dif . 
daining tolet her tenderncfs operate: too forct- 
bly, orher reafon. be fhaken by the torment 
they bore, exhorted them feparately and jointly 
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to thew their zeal for religion by defpifing fuf- 
ferings and death. ote > ; 
Hail nature, thou common mother! Hail the 
love of parents ! Hail the fympathetic feelings of 
maternal love ! Behold a miracle: feven children 
feparately racked and burnt in their mother's 
refence; yet her piety is unfubdued by the 
fight. She faw the flefh of her children broil- 
ings the joints of their hands, and faces torn off, 
and trembling on the ground: the fkins of their 
hands and-feet ftripped, and thrown at her feet: 
all this fhe faw unmoved. - The agonies fhe now 
bore for her children muft be greater than thofe 
of child-birth, and proved her the nobleft of 
her fex. Her expiring firft-born moved her 
not; the languifhing look of the fecond, and 
the groans of the third, fhe appeared not to 
feel, Nota tear did fhe dropat the cutting off 
of hands and heads, nor when the bodies of 
thofe dearer parts of herfelf were heaped around 
her. The laft accents of her offspring, amidft 
their dying pains, were grateful to her ear. 
Thouch nature pleaded forcibly, fhe difdained 
toveild; and when urged to fave a _ tender off- 
{pring, fhe gave them up to torment, in full 
hopes of their future happinefs. She proved 
herfel€ a true daughter of Abraham, by pof- 
{effing his faith and magnanimity. Hail, mo- 
ther of a family and zealous for religion and 
law! Great was thy patience and courage; thou 
envy of thy own fex, and wonder of ours! As 
the ark of Noah, which contained the furviving 
part of the living world rode in triumph over 
the waters of the food; fo thou, when toffed 
on the waves of paffion, and driven by the 
winds of adverfity,. being fuftained by thy zeal 
for religion, didft bravely outride the ftorm. 
From the whole of Solomona’s conduét in this 
trazical fcene, it evidently appears that well- 
guided reafon will have a compleat dcminion 
over the paffions, however powerful. This is 
certainly the cafe with human nature in general, 
fince we find that not only men, but even a 
woman could thus conquer all the common 
feelings, and defy the moft exquifite torture. 
Had this woman poffeffed the leaft weaknefs 
of temper, it is probable that fhe would have 
exclaimed to the following effect: ‘ Unhappy 
“ wretch that Iam, fo lately bleffed with feven 
“ fons, but now bereft of them all! O unpro- 
fitable child-bearing ! O loft cares of nurfing 
children deftined to the fires, racks, and tor~ 
ments! Fruitlefs are my pains, fruitlefs my 
anxious days and nights, and loft is all the 
care of their education! Never more fhall I 
behold my beloved children, never rejoice 
in their marriage, nor be happy in defcendants 
of the fecond and third generation! Yet 
once was I happy in the number and virtue of 
my fons; but am now a forlorn widow, with- 
out one child to comfort my declining years, 
or to lay my weary head in the grave.” 
_ But fo far was this admirable woman from 
thus complaining, or wifhing her childyen to 
live, chat they would have afflicted her if they 
had not died with glory. Her firm mind’con- 
fidered their extinétion from this life as but a 
paffage to a life immortal: fhe therefore en- 
treated them to compleat her joy, by facrificing 
their lives in defence of their religion.  Mluftri- 
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ous mother! who, when fhe was feized with 
her fons, and was a witnefs of the torture and 
death of the good and pious Eleazar, engaged 
heartily in the glorious caufe, and encouraged 
her children in an addrefs, in the Hebrew Jan- 
guage, to the following effect: “* Behold, iy 
*€ fons, how glorious this confi! If you 
*< fhould be called to fuffer the fame, behave 
*¢ with chearfulnefs and courage, confidering 
*¢ what an honour will thereby redound to our 
‘© people, and the laws of our anceftors. It 
** will be a difgrace to your youth and vigour if 
*¢ you fink under your trials, when a man, al- 
*¢ moft worn out by age and infirmities, hatl 
‘© already borne fuch extreme torture, from a 
“ fenfe of duty. Reflect, my dear children, 
«what life is, and of whom you received 
‘ ic, It was the gift of God, and has been con- 
tinued by his previdence; and ir is your duty 
* to refign it at his. pleafure, Surely you 
“© would not decline any pain for him, in obe-* 
*€ bedience to whom Abraham was ready to fa-- 
« erifice his fon, the promifed father of our 
** people: nor did Haac decline the weapon 
“© that was uplifted ro divelt him of life. The 
“© innocent and fearlefs Daniel was caft into the 
‘© lions den, and the three children into the 
* fiery furnace. A proper fenfe of their duty 
“ toGod made them refolute to fuffer for his 
“ fake; and you fhould be willing’ to bear 
“ equal fufferings, fince you hold the fame 
“ faith. WVhofe who have a genuine fenfe of 
*« religion will not decline any ftifferings in 
“© which the facred caufe fhall engage them.” 

Thus were thefe feven children encouraged 
by their mother, who fhewed them how juft ic 
‘was to die rather than violate the Jaw of God, 
particularly when an eternal refidence with Abra 
ham, Ifaac and Jacob, in the realms of unend- 
ing blifs, would be the affuured confequence of 
their magnanimous and religious perieverance. 

When the foldiers were about to feize arid 
execute the mother fhe prevented them by 
throwing herfelf into the fire. Wenerable ma- 
tron, who thus defeated the tyrant’s rage, fland- 
ing like a firm building fupported by feven pil- 
lars! Glorious mother! whofe paticace was 
fuftained by an unfhaken faith in God, and af- 
fured hopes of future recompence. Not brighter 
fhines the moon in the firmament, encircled by 
the ftars, than does fhe in giving to, and re- 
ceiving light from, her feven fons, in the pre- 
fence of God, in the celeftial manfions. Her 
fons were truly of the faithful race of Abraham. 
Could one draw a picture of the whole fcene, 


n 
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| and every circumftance be fairly painted, our 


paffions muft be deeply engaged, and we 
fhould be ftruck with horror at the fight of the 
mother and childen expiring under fuch herrid 
torments. Were amonumentto be erected to 
their memory, the jnfcription on it fhould be to 
this effet: “ Here lie interred an old mother 
© and her feven brave fons murdered by a tyrant, 
*¢ who, in vain, attempted to deflroy the con- 
«€ ftirution of the Jews: for thefe champions 
“ refifting, committed their caufe to God, and 
“ perfevered, in defpight of torments and death, 
« to affert the rights of their religion and coun- 
«‘ try.” In faét, the conteft was divine: pati- 
ence was put to its full proof, virtue aijudeed 

the 
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the prize, and immortal blifs was the reward of 
the conquerors. The fons difdained not the 
combat, and the mother embraced the conflict. 
The tyrant was their adverfary, the world the 
fpectators, and religion the victor. Who could 
have beheld, who can hear of this glorious en- 
terprize, without paying the tribute of praife 
and aftonifhment ? The tyrant and his abettors 
were amazed at that patience and fortitude which 
fupported the fufferers; and, inhuman as they 
were, reverenced that piety they could not 
fubdue. 

To what has been faid on this melancholy 
fubject, we fhal] add fome farther exhortations 
made by the heroic mother to her fons at the 
time they were about to fuffer. “* Reflec& (faid 
‘© fhe) on the conduct of your mother, who 
“© long lived a pure virgin. I wandered not 
* from my father’s houfe, nor did the ferpent, 
*« which tempted Eve, feduce me. In conju- 
“#6- pal fidelity to your father I paffed the prime 
*< of my life. This father died, happy in the 
gencral efteem, when you had attained the 
years of maturity. He was bleffed in his 
children, and happily miffed the wretchednetfs 
of feeing them torn from him. During his 
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educations, to furnifh you with principles 
proper to fuftain this important trial. The 
law and prophets were taught you by him, 
«© who defcribed the examples of their patience 
“and virtue. He told you of Abel, who was 
*¢ murdered by his brother Cain; of Iaac, who 
«© was intended for a burnt-offering ; of Jofeph 
<¢ imprifoned for his chaftity, and of the zeal 
“« of Phineas for the law of God. He often 
“© reminded you of that Providence by which 
«¢ God protects his people, and which is thus 
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life great pains were taken in your religious |- 


Boor Ifa 
“ celebrated by Ifaiah: ** When thow paffeh 
« through the waters I will be with thee; aad 
“ when through the rivers they fhall not overfiow 
“ thee. When thou walkeft through the fir 
< thou fhalr not be burned, neither fhall the 
‘¢ flame kindle upon thee.” While children he 
“ taught you the tong of David, ‘‘ Many are 
“¢ the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord 
“¢ delivereth them out of them all.” He in- 
*¢ ftruéted you in that maxim of Sulomon, which 


“© intimates that wifdom is atree of life to then 


‘¢ that retain it. He quickened your faith by 
«¢ that of Ezekiel, hinting that the dry bones 
« fhould live; and taught you the fong of Mo. 
fes, who ({peaking in a Divine charattcr) fays, 
I kill, and I make alive ;’’ and who, in pro- 
nouncing the law, fays, ‘* Through this thing 
ye fhall prolong your days in the land whither 
“* ye go over Jordan to poffefs it.” 

Q glorious, rather than melancholy, day, 
when the barbarous Antiochus kindled his flames, 
and, with more than favage rage, heated his 
cauldrons, and bound to the torture the feven 
children of this daughter of Abraham! When 
he tore out their tongues, and put out their eyes 
with the moft malicious and ‘wanton cruelty ! 
The juftice of God, however, did, (as will here- 
after appear} and always will, punifh the authors 
of fuch barbarities. But the tyranny and cru- 
elty of this monfter were only the means of re- 
moving thefe pious fons and their mother from 
a mortal life to a ftate of blifs eternal:. they 
were, no doubt, after their fufferings in this 
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life, admitted ‘into the company of their righ- 


teous forefathers, and their fouls received by the 
Almighty, to whom they trufted them, into a pure 
and immortal ftate. To that God be given all 
honour and praife, forever andever. .dmen, 


P. All. 


The Fews are reliewed from their perfecuticas under Antiochus Epiphanes by means of Mattatbias, the 


chief of the family of the Maccabees. 


Antiochus’s generals, and tekes up arms in defence of bis religion and country. 


He puts to death an apoftate Few, kills Apelles, one of 


THe deftroys all idola- 


trous worfhip, and, after having aéted the parts of a good man, and a brave general, dies, and ap- 
points Fudas Maccabeus bis fucceffor. Sudas engages Apollonius, the governor of Samaria, whom ke 
defeats and kills. He overcomes the army of Antiochus in fevaral engayements, makes bimfelf mafter 
of the whale country of Sudea, and purifies the temple of “ferufalem. Antiochus Epipbanes dies 4 
miferable death, and is fucceeded by his fon Antiochus Eupater, who, being a minor, is kept for fome 
time under the tuition of Lyfias, the chief governor of Syria. Sfudas Mascabeus, and bis brother 
‘Yonathan, perform many fingular alts of valour, TIbeir brother ‘fofeph is defeated by the Syrians at 
‘Famnia. Fudas makes a peace with Antiochus Eupater, which being fooi broke by the people of Fopp's 
Sudas revenges the infult. He engages Timotheus, whom be vanquifbes, and returas in triumph to 
Ferufalem. He lays fiege to the fortrefs of Acra,, foils Anticchus’s armv, and bis brother Eleazer 
kills the royal clephant. Judas is befieged in Ferufalem, but is happily releved by an unexpected int- 
dent. The miferable death of Menelaus the bigh-prieft of ferufalem. . 


bees. The chief of thefe was “Mattathias, a 


HE poor Jews laboured, for a confiderable 
prieft, the fon of John, the fon of Simeon, the 


time, under the moft inexpreffible perfe- 


cutions from the cruel Antiochus, till at length 


they were refcued, under the Divine Providence, 


ey means of the gallant family of the Macca- 


fon of Afmonzus (from whom the family re- 
ceived: the name of Afinoneans) who, with his 
five fons, John, Simon, Judas, Eleazar and 

: Zi ’- Jona any 
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Jonathan, fied from Jerufalem, and took up their 
refidence in Modin, a {mall place belonging to 
the tribe of Dan, inthe mountains of Media. 

Mattathias and his fons continued in this re- 
treat for fome time, bemoaning the hard fate of 
their religion and country. But at length the 
tyrant’s reftlefs malice found them out, upon 
which he difpatched Apelles, one of his military 
officers, with a body of foldiers, to oblige them, 
as well as all the reft who refided in that part of 
the country, to renounce their religion, and to 
facrifice and burn incenfe in honour of the Gre- 
cian idols. : ; ; 

When Apelles arrived at Modin, he imme- 
diately fummoned the people together, told them 
the nature of his bufinefs, and reprefented the 
confequences that would enfue fhould they re- 
fafe to obey the king’s commands. He more 
particularly addrefied himfelf co Mattathias, tel- 
ling him, that from his advanced years, it would 
belt become him to fet the example, which, 
there was no doubt, would have a proper in- 
fluence on the reft. He at the fame time pro- 
mifed him, that in cafe he followed his advice, 
he fhould be taken into the number of the king’s 
friends, and be promoted to great honour and 
riches. Mattathias, with a loud voice, and in 
the hearing of all the people, told Apelles, that 
no confideration whatever fhould induce him, 
or any of his family, to forfake the law of their 
God; that the examples of thofe who had apofta- 
tized were no rule to him, nor the commands of 
the greateft monarch of any validity, when they 
were fent to oblige him to embrace idolatry. 

While Mattathias was thus fpeaking he beheld 
a Jew of the place prefenting himfelf at the 
heathen altar, in order to faerifice according to 
the king’s injunétions, Not being able to con- 
tain himfelf at fo horrid a fight, he haftily ran 
to the apoftate, and, with a zeal equal to that of 
Phineas, flew him with his own hand ; after 
which, turning to the king’s commiffioner, he, 
with the affiftance of his fons, and fome.others 
who were with them, difpatched him likewife, 
as alfo the guard that attended him, He then 
overturned the altars, pulled down the idols that 
were in the place, and, calling out to his coun- 
trymen, faid, «« Let him that loves his religion 
follow me.” 

Having faid this Mattathias, (accompanied by 
his five fons, and great numbers of the people, 
who were encouraged, by his example, firmly to 
adhere to their religion) left Modin, and retired 
into the mountains, in order to make the beft 
defence they could againft the emiffaries of the 
ctuel Antiochus. The officers belonging to 


Antiochus, who were at Jerufalem, hearing of. 


this, took a party of foldiers from the garrifon, 
and purfued them, fully refolved either to reduce 
them to obedience, or make their lives pay for 
their obftinacy. The people who accompanied 
Mattathias, . inftead of keeping in one body, 
difperfed chemfelves in different parts, though 
at fuch a diftance that, if occafion offered, they 
might be eafily affembled together. The emif- 
faries of Antiochus, knowing in what a fcrupu- 
lous manner the Jews obferved the fabbath, took 
advantage of it by attacking them on that day. 
This anfwered the purpofe, for they not making 
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the Jeaft attempt to defend themfelves, preat 
numbers were killed, and the reft were obliged 
to fave themfelves by flying to Mattathias, who 
having a greater number with him than Antio- 
chus’s officers chofe to atrack, they retreated and 
returned to Jerufalem. Mattathias, however; 
and the chief of his followers, finding to what 
dangers they might be fubjec&t in confequence 
of their religious obfervance of the fabbath, 
made a dectee (which was confirmed by aH che 
priefts and elders among them) that, whenever 
they were again atttacked on the fabbath-day, 
it fhould be lawful for them to fight for their 
lives, and to defend themfelves in the beft man- 
ner they could; which rule the Jews ever after 
obferved without the leaft remorfe. 

Mattathias continued in the mountains for 
fome time, during which great numbers of the 
Jews reforted to him, many of whom were men 
of the moit tried eourage, and well experienced 
in military difeipline; Encouraged by this, 
Mattathias, after forming the people into a fall 
army, which he divided into a certain number 
of bodies, and appointed a leader over each, left 
the mountains, and going round the cities of 
Judah, pulled down the heathen altars, re-efta- 
blifhed the true worfhip, caufed the children co 
be circumcifed, cut off all apoftates that fell in 
his way, and deftroyed all, wherever he went; 
who endeavoured to eftablifh the worfhip of ido- 
latry. 

Thus did Mattathias act the part of a good 
man, and a pruclent general, for about the {pace 
of a year, when, finding from his great age and 
natural infirmities, his end approaching, he cal- 
led together his five fons, and (according to Jo- 
fephus) addreffed them as follows: ‘ My life 
“is drawing to the clofe; but, ere I leave you, 
“ Tcharge you to be firm in the caufe I have 
« afferred. Remember my advice, and follow 
«cit, Maintain the laws and rights of your coun- 
“< try, and, if poffible, reftore order to a nation 
© aloft buried in confufion: nor affociate with 
«¢ thofe who have betrayed it. Difgrace not 
«* your father; but, defpifing all dangers, rifk 
<< your lives when your country deferves it, and 
«¢ reft affured that a reftoration to your tormier 
«¢ liberty will be the recompence that God will 
*¢ beftow, It is true that our bodies aré mor- 
«tal; but great actions immortalize our me- 
“© mories; and to fuch actions I would have you 
«© afpire. 1 moft earneftly advife you to concord 
¢¢ with each other, and confider how the abili- 
“© ties of each may beft promote the intereft of 
“© you all. For inftance; Simon has a depth 


an 


© of judgment; lethim be your counfellor. Ju- 


« das is diftinguifhed for his valour and military 
« fkill: appoint him your general; On the 
“© whole, attend to what you have in view, and 
« rely on the fupport of all men of honour and 
© virtue.” 

‘Mattathias, having concluded his addrefS to 
his fons, difmiffed them, with prayers to God 
that he would be pleated to grant them fucceis 
in their attempts to relieve their countrymen 
from the cruel perfecutions of their enemies. 
Soon after this the good old man paid the debt 
of nature, and was buried in the fepulchres of 


| his forefathers at Modin, all the fairhful of Ifrael 


5B making 


374 Tus HISTORY oF 


making great lamentation for the lofs of fo valu- 
able a member. 

After the death of Mattathias, his fon Judas 
(firnamed Maccabeus) agreeable to his father’s 
advice, and the unanimous approbation of his 
brethren, took upon himfelf the command of 
the forces, which office he foon gave fufficient 
proofs of his being able properly to difcharge. 
The firft thing he did was to go into the feverat ci- 


ties of Judea (in the fame manner his father had } 
done) and deftroy allthe utenfils and implements | 
he could find which were ufed in idolatrous wor- | 
fhip. He flew all the idolaters and apoftate {f 
Jews that fell in his way, refcued the true wor- [ 
| was about eight thoufand, and thofe whe efeaped 


fhippers of God from the hands of their oppref- 
fors, and, for their better fecurity in tuture, for- 
tified their towns, rebuile their fortreffes, and 
placed fuch garrifons in them as he thought fuf- 
ficient to repel the force of the enemy. 

Thefe proceedings being made known to the 
Syrian court, Antiochus fent orders to Apollo- 
nius, his governor in Samaria, to raife what 
forces he could, and march immediately againft 
ear Apollonius obeyed the king’s orders, 

ut his attempt, happily for the Jews, proved 
not only fruitlefs, bur deftructive. Judas, be- 
ing apprifed of his intentions, got his forces 
together, and prepared them, in the beft manner 
he could, for battle, encouraging them to per- 
fevere in the oppofition they were about to make, 
not only for the fecurity of their own lives, but 


for the prefervation of their defcendants, and, | 


above all, for their laws and religion. 


Animated by this advice, the forces under | 
Judas marched with great expedition to meet | 


thofe under Apollonius; the confequence of 
which was that a defperate batcle enfued, in 
which, by the diftinguifhed intrepidity of the 
Jews, the Samaritan army was foon routed, great 


numbers killed, and the reft put to flight. The f 
brave Judas finding Apollonius detached from | 


his army, engaged him in fingle combat, and 
by his great courage and prowefs, foon difpatched 
him, took away his fword, among other fpoils, 
and, as a memento of this fignal victory, gene- 
rally made ufe of it in his future encounters. 
The news of this defeat foon reached the ears 
of Seron, the deputy-governor of fome part of 
Ceelo-Syria, who, in confequence thereof, and 
the farther information he had received that 
reinforcements were certainly going overto Ju- 
das, gathered together what forces were under 
his command, and refolved to give him battle. 
For this purpofe he marched with his army as 
far as Bethron, a village in Judea, where he 
encamped his forces, and where he was joined 
by a great number of thofe renegado Jews, who 
had readily fubmitted to the injunction of Anti- 
ochus. In the mean time Judas made the ne- 
ceflary preparations to engage Seron, but finding 
his foldiers appeared cco trem the fupe- 
riornumber of the enemy, he endeavoured to 
remove their fears by addreffing himfelf to them 
in words to this effect: “ Brother foldiers, de- 





* This village lay to the welt of Jerufalem, and was ho- 
noured with Our Saviour’s prefence after his refurrection. 
See Luke xxiv. 13. It contained many hot baths from whence 
it reccived its name 3 (the word Emmaus, which comes fiom 
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- § fhall remain unconquered.” 
‘this he led his people to the battle, in which 
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| * pend not on yourfelves, but dn God, for vic- 


* tory: confidence in him is fuperior to thar m 
“° multitudes of men. The hiftory of our ag 
“ ceftors confirms this truth, who, with fal] 
** numbers, have routed thoufands in defence 
«‘ of their religion, freedom, laws, and fami. 
Truth muft prevail, and innocence 
Having faid 


they fought with fuch courage and refolution, 
that Seron, the general of the Syrian armr, was 
foon killed, and his forces ‘routed and put to 
flight, each man confulting only his own fafety. 
The number of the enemy that fell in the battle 


fled for fecurity into the country of the Phiht- 
tines. 

When Antiochus heard of thefe two defeats 
he was fo enraged, that he vowed revenge on 
the Jews, to obtain which he raifed a powerful 
army in Greece and other parts, being refolved 
to invade Judea the next fpring. Finding, 
however, On examination, that His treafures fell 
very fhort of defraying the expences of fo great 
an army (his tributes being much diminithed 
by the frequent revolts and commotions in his 
own dominions) he thought it moft prudent for 
himfelf firft to make an expedition into Perfia, 
and there to levy a tribute which might be fuf- 
ficient to carry on the war againft the Jews. Bur 
before he went on this expedition, he conitituted 


‘his favourite Lyfias governor of ali the country 


from the Euphrates to Egypt, leaving with hin 
one half of the forces, with orders, during his 
abfence, to fend an army into Judea, utterly to 
deftroy the city of Jerufalem, to extirpate the 
Jews, and fettle ftrangers in the country. 

Antiochus, having adjufted thefe nrateers, fet 
out for Perfia, leaving Lyfias to manage all 
public affairs during his abfence. ' Lyfias, the 
better to execute his mafter’s. commands, fent 
three eminent conmnanders (namely, Prolemy-. 
Macron, Nicaner and Gorgias) te manage the 
war againft the Jews, who, with an army of 
40,000 foot, anc 7,000 horfe, encamped at 
Emmaus ”*, a fmall village about eight mils 
from Jerufalem. During their ftay here, their 
army was gteathy increafed by the adefitional 
troops of the Syrians, renegado Jews, and other 
neighbouring nations, with whem went feveral 
merchants. to: buy flaves, being thoreughly con- 
vinced in.their minds that the Jews would be 
certainly defeated. 

In the mean time Judas Maccabeus was far 
from being idle. Having gathered together 
what forces he could, he marched with them to 
Mizpeh (the city of Jerufalem being at this 
time in the hands of the heathens) where he en- 
camped with a full refolution of. giving the 
enemy battle. Here he made a leng harangue 
wo his people, telling them not to truft in their 
own ftrength, but to implore the protection of 
heaven by prayer and fafting, in whieh cafe there 
was not the leaft doube but all their endeavours 

to 
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the Hebrew Chamath, fignifying bards of Bot water) am 


thefe were vei} beneficial to thofe who had occaffer to ude 
them. : 
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to oppofe the énémy would be crowned witli 
fuccels. The people obeyed his directions, af- 
ter which he divided them into regiments; 
troops and companies; and in order to animate 
them to perfevere in the undertaking in which 
they had engaged, he addrefied them in words 
to this effect: « My fellow foldiers and com- 
panions! We fhall never again have fuch an op- 
‘« portunity of fhewing our bravery in the de- 


« fence of our country, and the contempt of 
« all dangers, as we haye now before us; for 


« upon the iffae of vo-morrow’s combat de- 
« pends not only our liberty, but all. the cotn- 
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‘“¢ and above the bleflings of fuch a freedom, 
our very religion lies at ftake with it too, and 
we cannot fecure the one but by preferving 
the other. Bethink yourfelves well there- 
“ fore, what it is you are to contend for and 
you will find it to be no Jefs than the firm and 
« fubftance of the greateft happinefs you ever 
“ enjoyed, that is to fay, the peaceable poffel- 
“ fion of your antient laws. rites, and difci- 
“« pline. Now whether you will rather chufe to 
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‘¢ perifh wich infamy, and to involve themiferable { 
“ remainder of your countrymen in the fame [ 
“ ruin, or to venture one generous puth for che |! 1 
| Judas, hig troops being furnifhed with a great 


“ redemption of yourfelves and your friends, |: ‘ : 
abundance of warlike inftruments, and other 


Death is the fame thiag | 
‘© co the coward that it is to the valiant man, | 


“ that’s the quellion. 


‘and as certain to the one as the other; but 
“ there is a great ditlerence, in point of honour 


“ and everlatting fame, between a gallant man, | 
“who falls in vindication of his religion, li- |i 


“ beitics, laws, and country, and a fcoundret 
“that abandons all for fear of lofing a lite 


‘‘ which he cannot fave at laft. Take thefe } 


“ things into your thoughts and make this. ufe 
* of the meditation. You have nothing to 


‘« truft to but God's Providence, and your con- |i 
“ curring refolutions, and, at the worft, while } 
‘““ we contend for victory, we can never fail of | 
This fpeech had the defired: effect, |j 


“ glory.” \ 
the people unanimoufly declaring they would 


part with the laft drop of their blood in defence 


of their religion and country. 

Judas, foon after this, underftanding that 
Gorgias was detached from the combined army 
with five thoufand foot, and a thoufand horfe, 


to be before-kand with. him, andto countermine 
his plot, by another of the like kind. He tliere- 
tore quitted his camp, and marching a rouad 
about way to that of the enemy, he fell upon 
them (while Gorgias, with a part of his forces 
Were abient) fo unexpectedly and with fuch reto- 
lution that they were thrown into the utmoft 
diforder. They at firft made what attempts 
they were able to defend themfelves, but they 
were foon defeated, and three thoufand fain 
ea the fpor. The reft were glad to tave 
themtelves by a. precipitate flight, leaving Ju- 
das and. his gallanc. troops mafters of their 
‘amp. : 

In the mean time Gorgias. arriving at the Jewifh 
‘anp, and finding it empty, concluded from 
thence that Judas had. fled into the mountains for 
fear, and therefore went thither in purfuit of 
bin. After fearching fome time in vain, he 
‘umned back, and marched towards his own camp, 


whole amounted to about nine thoufand. 


forts and advantages that attend it; and, over 


| of five thoufand on the fpot. 
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in the way to which he was informed that it had 
been entered and burnt; that the main army was 
broken and. fled; and that Judas was ready in the 
plains to give him awarm réception, This im- 
telligence had fuch an effect on Gorgias’s troops, 
that they threw down their arms and ded, which 
being obferved by Judas he immediately purfued 
them; and killed great numbers; fo that she 
Re- 
turning; with his victorious army; frona the pur- 


fuit, he entered the enemy's camp, where he 
found abunddace of rich pkinder, which, as. an 
encouragement to the troops, he divided amongft 
them ; and the next day (which was the fabbath) 
he kept with great devotion, rejoicing and praifing 
God for aflifting them in conquering thein ené- 
| mies, 


; AA few days after this, Judas, having received 
inteHigence chat Vimetheus, governor of the 
country beyond Jordan, aad Bacchides; anethet 


officer in thofe parts, were drawing forces toge- 


ther in order to attack him, he marched directly 
againit them; and fuch was his fuccefs in this 
enterprize that he totally defeated the enemy, 
flew above tweaty thoufand, and obliged. the reft 
to fave themfelves by a precipicate flight. ‘Fhis 
conqueft was of the moft fingular advantage to 


things neceffary for profecuting the war, which 
the enemy, to fave themfelves, were glad! to leave 
behind. 

The great fuccefs of Judas fo mortified Lyfias 
(whom Antiochus, when he went upon his ex- 
pedition into Perfia had conftituted chief go- 
vernor of al} the country froni the Euphrates to 
Egypt) that the next year he entered Judea with 
an army of fixty thoufand foot and five thou- 


| fand horfe, and-encamped at Bethfura, a ftrong 


place lying to the fouth of jerufalem, near the 
continesof Idumea. Judas, undifinayed by the 
fuperior number of the enemy, advanced:againft 
them with only ten thoufand men, and having 
offered up prayers-for fuccels, he atracked the 
enemy, forced their lines, and killed upwards 
The army of 
Lyfias was jo irritaeed at this difafter, that they 


4) told their commander they were determined ei- 
| ther to conquer or die; bur Lyfias, confidering 


in order to furprize his camp by night, refolved |} this only as a mark of defpair, inftead of conti- 


nuing the battle, founded a retreat, and with- 


| drew his forces to Antioch, in hopes, by making 
| a confiderable addition ta them, of being fuc- 


celsful at fome future period. 
Animated by thefe fuceefles, Judas, after en- 


couraging his adherents to rely on the continued 
protection of God, propofed marching to Jeru- 
jalem, and atrempting once more to pofefs them- 
felves of their ancient city, and, fhoud their en- 
deavours be crowned with fuccefs, to offer up fa- 
crifices, and cleanfe the temple, fo that they 
might agaim reftore the werfhip of the God of 
Hrae]. ‘This propofition being readily and chear- 
tully agreed to, he immediately marched againft 
Jerufalem, whither he had no fooner arrived than 
the heathens (being intimidated at. the aftonifh. 
-ing conquefts already obtzined by Judas) de- 
ferted the place, fuflering him and his men to 
enter it without the leaft interruption. 


When Judas entered the city he found the 
gates 
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gates deftroyed, the temple abandoned, :-and 
weeds overfpreading the courts; fo that they 
wept at the deplorable fiewation of the place. 
He immediately ordered his peopte to cleanfe it, 
and to purge it of thofe profanations with which, 
for fome time, ‘it had been defiled. This being 
done, he furnifhed it with utenfils, veffels, a can- 
dleftick, a table, and an altar of incenfe, all of pure 
gold. He likewife made new doors to it, and 
put up veils and hangings on the walls. The 
altar, which had been profaned by facrifices and 
burnt-offerings to idols, was alfo removed, and 
a new one, of unhewn ftone, (agreeable to the 
dire@tions of Mofes) placed in its ftead, lighted 
tapers were jut in the candleftick, incenfe of- 
fered onthe altar, fhew-bread placed on the ta- 
ble, and burnt-offerings made, on the fifth of 
the month Chifleu (which anfwers to about the 
twentieth of our November) juft three-years af- 
ter the tempte had been profaned by the cruel 
and abandoned Antiochus. Judas continued 
this feftival eight days, with facrifices, rejoicing 
and feafting, while the air refounded with thank- 
givings and praifes from the people, who, during 
the whole time, were indulged in all reafonable 
gratifications. The public joy was fo great on 
this reftoration of their Jaw and religion, that an 
anniverfary of eight days celebration was ap- 

ointed to be held ever after. This feftival was 
called The I’eaft of Lights, in allufion to that 
light which Providence was pleafed once more 
to beftow on the children of Ifrael. 

At the time Apollonius made himfelf mafter 
of Jerufalem, in order the better to fecure the 
place, he erected a fortrefs on Mount Acra, a 
remarkable eminence fituated on the north fide 
of the temple. This fortrefs (which was ftill 
occupied by the heathens) commanding onc of 
the principal ways that led to the city, the enemy 
took advantage of it by annoying all thofe who 
went that way to attend Divine fervice. Judas 
immediately fer about means to remove this in- 
convenience, which he did by firft blocking up- 
the fortrefs ; but finding he could not conve- 
niently fpare fuch a number of men as was ne- 
ceffary for that purpofe, he caufed the outer part 
of the temple to be fortified with ftrong walls and 
high towers, in which he placed a fufficient gar- 
rifon both to defend it, and protect thofe who 
went up to worfhip. 

No fooner did the neighbouring nations un- 
derftand that the Jews had recovered the city 
and temple of Jerufalem, and reftored the true 
worfhip’ of God, than their hatred was raifed 
to the moft violent degree again{t them, and 
they refolved, if poffible, by forming a general 
confederacy, to extirpate the whole Jewifh na- 
tion. As foon as Judas was apprized of their 
intentions, he took every means he could pro- 
jeét for rendering their defigns abortive. He 
well knew the Idumeans were the moft bitter 
enemies to the Jews, and therefore as a guard 
againft them, he firtt fortified Bethfura, after 
which he not: only declared war againit them, 
but likewife all the other nations that had con- 
federated together ; and fuch was his fuccefs, (as 
will hereafter appear) that in moft of the engage- 
nients that took place between him and the enemy 
the latter were defeated with great lots, and their 
efforts to reduce the Jews rendered ineffectual. 
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Boon Iv. 
During thefe tranfaétions Antiochus was em 
ployed in his expedition inté Perfia, in order to 
raife money for carrying on the war againft the 
Jews. This expedition, however, inftead of 
‘being attended with fuccefs, proved his bane 
and robbed him of that ‘life, which, from he 
‘natural cruelty and bafenefs of heart, was of 
little value. Having received information that 
in the city of Elymais (a very opulent place in 
that part of the country called Antient Perfiz) 
was atemple that contained immenfe riches, he 
marched thither with his army, with a refolution 
of not only phindering the temple, but likewife 
the moft wealthy inhabitants of the city. The 
people of the adjoining country having received 
intimation of Antiochus’s intentions, immed;- 
ately gathered from all parts, and joining thofe 
of the city, met Antiochus, whom they attacked 
with fuch fuccefs, that he was glad to defitt from 
attempting to execute his defign, and retreated 
with his army to Ecbatane in Media. 
_ While Antiochus was at Ecbatane, he received 
intelligence of the ill fuccefs of his arins in Ju- 
dea, and of the fews having poffeffed themfelves 
of the city of Jerufalem, deftroying the altars 
and images he had eretted, and reftoring the o- 
riginal worfhip in the temple. Irritated at this 
information he immediately left Media, and 
haftened towards home, with a determined refo- 
lution totally to extirpate the whole nation. But 
no fooner had he formed this barbarous refolution 
and was haftening with all fpeed to execute it, 
than the judgments of God overtook him, he 
being fuddenly feized with fuch violent and 
racking pains in all his inward parts that it was 
out of the power of medicine to give him the 
leaft relief. 

Notwithftanding the great torments Antiochus 
underwent from this affliction, yet it did not in- 
terrupt him from his intentions of perfecuting 
the Jews: he ftill vowed the moft bitter revenge 
againft them, and was ftill refolved to carry his 
defigns into execution. For this purpofe he 
ordered his charioteer to double his fpeed, which 
he accordingly did ; but, by the rapidity of the 
motion the chariot was overturned, and Antio- 
chus received fo much hurt from the fall, that he 
was unable to proceed any farther, and therefore 
ftopped at Tabze, a little town on the confines of 
Perfia. 

While Antiochus was at ‘Taba he fuffered the 
moft exquifite torments that can be conceived, 
not only in his body, but likewife his mind. A 
moft naufeous and filthy ulcer broke out in his 
private parts, from whence continually flowed 
an innumerable quantity of .vermin, and the 
{tench proceeding from it was fo great that nei- 
ther thofe who attended him, nor even himfelf 
could well bear; and in this condition. did he lie 
languithing and rotting till he died. The tor- 
ments of his mind were no lefs perplexing than ° 
thofe of his body. When, through mere fa- 
tigue, he was fomewhat inclined to reft, he was 
{ure to be interrupted by the appearance © 
fpectres and apparitions, whom he imagined re- 
proached and ftung his confcience with accula- 
tions of the evil deeds of which he had been 
guilty. Being at length made fenfible, by the 
feverity of his afflictions, that they were all di- 
rected by the hand of God as a punifhment ty 

his 
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his plundering and profaning the temple at Je-— 


rufalem, and fot his hatred and cruelty co the 
Jews who worfhipped there; he made an ample 
confeffion of his crimes; with many folemn 
promifes of his future amendment fhould he 
recover. But this repentance came too late ; 
and therefore, after having languifhed for fome 
time in this wretched and deplorable condition, 
and under thefe horrid torments both of body 
and mind, he at length, being half confumed 
with the rottennefs of his ulcer; gave up the 
ghoft, after an inglorious reign of eleven years. 
His body was removed from Tabs to Antioch, 
and there interred in the fepulchre of his an- 
ceftors. * : 

Thus died the cruel and wicked Antiochus 
Epiphanes, and thus was fulfilled che prediction 
of the innocent Solomona and her feven fons, 
who, during their fufferings, had threatened, or 
rather foretold, that, through the judgment of 
God be fhould receive a juft punifhment for bis 
pride; and that.when he foould call upon God in 
bis diftrefs, be would not anfwer. 

On the death of Antiochus Epiphanes his fon 
Antiochus Eupater fucceeded to the Syrian 
throne, at which time he was nine years of age. 
His father, a fhore time before his death, had 
appointed a confidential friend, naned Philip, 
(who was then with him at Tabze) to be regent 
of the kingdom during his fon’s minority, and 
had given him a ftricét charge to fee him educated 
in fuch a manner, that he might be able, as foon 
as pofible, to take the government into his own 
hands. 

Philip faithfully promifed to pay a ftrict at- 
tention to the commands of his dying matter ; 
and for that purpofe, immediately after his death, 
repaired to Antioch. But on his arrival there 
he found his office ufurped by another ; for Ly- 
fias (whom the king had left governor in chief 
during his abfence) having heard of the death 
of Epiphanes, placed his fon Antiochus (who 
was then immediately under his protection) on 
the throne, and afflumed to himfelf the tuition 
of his perfon and government of his kingdom, 
which he determined to preferve 1n oppofition to 


the will of the late king in favour of Philip. The | 


Jatter, knowing himfelf too weak to engage in 
a conteft with Lyfias, .gave up his claim, and re- 
tired into Egypt, not without fome hopes that 
a future opportunity would prefent itfelf when 
he might be enabled to obtain thai right of 
which he was now divefted by a fuperiority of 
power. . . 

The Jews reaped little advantage by the death 
of Anticchus Epiphanes, for his fon and fuc- 
ceffor, by the direction of Lyfias, refolved to 
carry on the war againft them with great féeve- 
rity. In this he was materially affifted by the con- 
federate nations that had threatened to extirpate 
the whole race of Ifrael, and who had began to 
execute their defign by putting to death great 
numbers of the Jews in different parts. 

4\s {oon as Judas Maccabeus heard that the 
people of the different nations round Judea had 
commenced their intended perfecution of the 
Jews, he refolved to take all poffible meafures 
to {top their proceedings. For this purpofe he 
firft marched againft the Idumeans (whom: he 
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knew to be the moft forward in the confpiracy) 
and having entered that part of their country 
called Acrabatena, immediately fell on them; 
and was fo fuccefsful that, in two different battles, 
no lefs than 40,000 were flain on the fpot, and 
the reft obliged to fave themfelves by a haity re- 
treat into the more interior parts of the coun- 
try; ; ; : 

Animated by this fuccefs Judas paffed. the ri- 
ver Jordan, and went into the land of the Am- 
monites, where he defeated thofe people in fe- 
veral engagements, flew great numbers of them, 
took feveral principal places (particularly a large. 
town called Johazar, fituated at the foot of 
the mountains of Gilead) and then returned, 
_ his victorious army, in triumph to Jerula- 

em. 

As foon as Lyfias heard of the great fuccefs of 
Judas Maccabeus, he fent his general Timotheus, 
with a very confiderable army, to take poffeffion 
of Judea. Judas, being apprized of this, im- 
mediately left Jerufalem, anc marched with his 
forces to give him battle. No fooner were the 
two armies met than an engagement took place, 
in which the troops of Judas; though greatly in- 
ferior innumber to thofe under Timotheus, acted. 
with fuch bravery and refolution, that thé Syrian * 
army was totally defeated, no lefs than 20,500 
foot, and 600 horfe, being fain on the fpot.  Ti- 
mtheus was reduced to the neceffity of flying for 
fafety to Gazara, a city in the tribe of Ephraim, 
of which his brother Chereas was governor. 
Thither Judas purfued him, and laying fiege to 
the place, at the expiration of five days, made 
himfelf mafter of it. Timotheus, to avoid 
being taken, concealed himfelf in a ditch, but 
being difcovered by fome of Judas’s troops, and 
taken out of it, he was, with his brother Chereas; 
and one Apolophanes, a captain of che Syrian 
forces, put to death; after which Judas having 
placed a proper garrifon in the city, returned to 
Jerufalem. 

During thefe tranfactions; the heathen rations 
about Galaad fell upon thofe Jews who refided 
in the land of Tob, which lay to the eaft of 
Gilead. They flew no lefs than one thoufand 
men, took all their goods as fpoil, and carried 
away their wives and children into captivity. 
In confequence of this mott of thofe Jews, who 
refided in the adjoining parts, quitted their ha- 
bitations, and, for fafety, retired to a ftrong for - 
trefs in Gilead called Dothema, with a refolution 
of defending themfelves againft the enemy, or 
perifhing in the attempt. As foon as the hea- 
thens underftood this they immediately affem- 
bled together, and placed themfelves under the 
command of Timotheus (the fucceffor, and 
moft probably the fon of Timotheus who was 
flain at Gazara) in order to befiege them ; while 
the inhabitants of Tyer, Sidon, Ptolemais, and 
other parts, were laying {chemes for deftroy- 
ing all the Jews who refided in the country of 
Galilee. 

The poor Jews, in thefe different parts, being 
in the moft imminent danger, refpectively fent 
meffengers to Judas Maccabeus, requefting him 
to come with allexpedition to their affiftance, as 
they muft otherwife inevitably perifh by the 
hands of their implacable enemies. Judas, not 
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knowing howto act in this critical junéture of 
affairs, confulted the Sanhedrim *, or general 
council of the nation, and by their advice, di- 
‘vided his army.into three parties. With the 
firft, which confifted of eight thoufand men, he, 
accompanied by his brother Jonathan, marched 
‘for the relief of the Gileadites. His brother 


Simon, who was appointed to the command of 


the fecond divifion, which confifted of three 
thousand, was fent into Galilee; and the reft 


were left at Jerufalem, under the command of 


Jofeph, for the defence of the city and its envi- 
rons. Judas, before he left Jerufalem, gave 
a ftrict charge to his brother Jofeph not to at- 
tempt any enterprize againft the enemy, but to 
ftand wholly on the defenfive till he and his 
brother Jonathan fhould return from their expe- 
dition. 

When Judas and his brother Jonathan arrived 
in the land of Gilead they received intelligence 
that a great number of Jews were imprifoned 
at Baffora, a town belonging to the Edomites, 
and that it was the intention of the enemy to 
put them todeath as foon as they fhould pof- 
fefs themfelves of the fortrefs of Dothema, 
where many other Jews had fled to fecure them- 
felves from the common danger. In confe- 
quence of this information Judas marched with 





* The Sanhedrim, or general council of the Jewith na- 
tion, confifted of feventy fenators, who aflembled together, 
at fixed times, in order to determine the moft important af- 
fairs of their church and ftate, The high-prieft was the 
fettled prefident, and for that reafon called Nafi, or prince 
of the Sanhedrim: in his abfence there was a deputy called 
Abbeth-din, which fignifies Farher of the Hou/e of Fudgment ; 
as alfoa fub-deputy called Chacam, i. e. the Wife; but all 
the reft had the common name of Elders or Senators. 

Thefe fenators were taken partly from among the priefts 
and Levites, and partly out of the number of the inferior 
judges, who formed what they called the Leffer Sanhedrim. 
They were all to be men of untainted birth, good learning, 
and profound knowledge in the law, both wnitten and tra- 
ditional. All eunuchs, and fuch as had any bodily defor- 
mity, were excluded from the Sanhedrim ; as alfo ufurers, 
gamefters, and fuch as made a gain of their fruits in the 
fabbatical year. In fhort, thofe only were to be admitted 
members of this council, who were of mature age, had com- 
petent fortunes, and were comely in their perfons. 

The room in which this council met was a rotunda, half 
of which was built without the temple, and half within. 
The Nafi, or prince of the council, fet upon a throne, ele~ 
vated above the reft, at the upper end of the room, having 
his deputy on his right-hand, and his {ub deputy on the 
left. The fcnators were ranged in order on each fide, and 
by them fat the fecretaries, who were three in number. One 
of thefe fecretarics kept a regifter of fuch as were abfolved, 
the fecond had the care of thofe who were condemned to 
die, and the third regiftered the feveral pleadings of all con- 
tending parties. x 

The authority of the great Sanhedrim was very extenfive. 
The council decided all caufes brought before them by way 
of appeal from the inferior courts. The right of judging, 
in capital cafes, belonged to this court only, nor could fen- 
tence of death be pronounced in any other place. Jn hort, 
all private controverfies of difficult difcuffion, all matters 
relating to religion, and all important affairs of ftate, were 
fubmitted to the determination of this auguft affembly, from 
whofe fentence no apiee) could be made, 

The formality to be obferved in bringing a law-fuit before 
the Sanhedrim is thus defcribed by Maimonides: ‘* The 
** bufinefs (fays he) was firit to be examined in the inferior 
** courts ; but if it could not be decided there, the judges 
** fent to Jerufalem to confult the josament Chamber that 
<* fat upon the mount of the temple. From this tribunal 
‘© they proceeded to that which fat at the temple-gate ; and, 
«* if the matter was not determined there, they came at lait 
to the Great Council-Chamber, which was held in one 
** of the apartments belonging to the temple ; and this 
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all expedition to Baffora, and arriving there foog. 
er than was expected, fell upon the enemy- be. 
fore they could have time to make any king 
of defence. He flew all the males, and took 
all their fpoils, having done which he releateg 
the diftreffed Jews, fet the town on fire, ang 
then marched towards Dothema. On his arr}. 
val there, which was early in the morning, (hay. 
ing marched his forces all night) he found ‘Tj. 
motheus had already begua to.ftorm the place, 
upon which he immediately attacked him with 
all his forces and that with fuch fuceefs that the 
Syrians were totally routed, and no lefs than 
eight thoufand flain on the fpot: Judas, after 
returning from the purfuit of the enemy, fer 
his brethren at liberty, and then marched his 
army from place to place where he underftood 
that a preat number of Jews were imprifoned, 
whom he releafed and treated their perfecurors 
in the fame manner he had done thofe of Baffora, 
Having thus reduced the principal places in Gi. 
lead, andrefcued a great number of his bre- 
thren, who mutt otherwife have fallen viCtims to 
the malice and rage of the enemy, he returned 
wit his victorious army in triumph to Jerufa- 
em. 
When Judas and his brother Jonathan arrived 
at 








*« Jaft council determined with fo much juftice and autho- 
«« rity, that there were no divifions feen during all che time 
** that the facred temple lafted.” 

According to the Jewith Doétors great caution was takea 

by this tribunal in paffling the fentence of death upon cri- 
minals; and fuch was the lenity ufed by them that, even 
after condemnation, if any circumftances appeared favour- 
able in behalf of the culprit, he efcaped the punifhment 
allotted him. The manner in which they defcribe the na- 
ture of thefe proceedings is as follows: ‘* After the wit 
“© neffes were fea (fay they) and the matter‘in queftion 
«* decided, the judge put off the fentence till the next morn- 
‘© ing. The members of the Sanhedrim then went home, 
** eat but little, drank no wine, and met again, two. and 
** two, in order to weigh all the particulars of the’ trial. 
«* The next morning he that had given his opinion. for con- 
«« demning of the criminal had power to revoke it, but he 
** who had once given his opinion for abfalving him, could 
** not alter hismind. As foon as the judge had pronounced 
** fentence, the malefactor was conduéted to the place of 
*€ execution, while an herald on horfeback pro.laimed as 
«« he went along, ‘* Such an one is condemned for fuch a 
** crime; but if any one can fay any thing in his behalf, 
«© Tet him now fpeak.” If it happened that any one came 
“< tothe gate of the court of the temple, the door-keeper 
‘* gave intimation to the herald to bring back the prifoner, 
‘¢ while two judges were appointed to hear what his friend 
** had to’fay in his behalf, and to confider whether there 
“© was any thing material in it, If there was, the criminal 
‘¢ was fet at liberty, but if not he unaerwent the fentence 
that had been pronounced againft him.” 
It has been a matter of g-eat controverfy among the learned 
at what time this Sanhedrim, or Great Council of the Jewith 
nation, was firit inftituced, fome of the Jewith Doctors tracing 
it as far back as the time cf Mofes. But on a circumfpett 
view of the argumeuts on both fides the queftion it evidently 
appears not to have commenced till the time of rhe Macca~ 
bees, and that either Judas or.his brother Jonathan was the 
The molt {ubitantial authority for this fup- 
pofition is thac there are not any footiteps to be found, cither 
in facred or profane hiltory, of fuch an affembly previous to 
the time of the Maccabees, waen we read of it as being the Se- 
nate of the Nation, and that it grew intogreat power, which it 
preferved many years after. lt was the higheft court during 
Qar Saviour’s miniftry, and matters of the higheft impor- 
tance were committed to their determination. In this itate 
it continued for fome time after, till at length, by the 
final deitruétion of Jerufalem, and the difperfion of the 
Jewifh nation, the very name and authority of that fenate, 
was, in a fhort ime, entirely loft. | 


a 


Cuar. XI. 


at Jerufalem, they received a very difagrecable 
zece of intelligence, which arofe from the mif- 
conduct of Jofeph,- who had been left there with 
the remainder of the army to -fecure the place. 
Hearing of the great fucceffesof his brothers in 
Gilead, and animated thereat, he, contrary to 
the orders that-had been given him, led forth his 
forces onan ill-projected expedition againit Jam- 
nia, afea-port on the Mediterranean, thinking 
to take the place. But Gorgias, who com- 
manded in thofe parts for the king of Syria, and 
who-had under him a very confiderable army, 
attacked Jofeph fo forcibly that his troops 
were thrown into the utmoft diforder, two thou- 
fand were killed on the fpor, and he, with the 
re{t, obliged tv fave themfelves by flight, and 
return with all expedition to Jerufalem. 

In the meantime Simon was no lefs fuccefsful 
in Galilee shan his brothers Judas and Jonathan 
had been in Gilead. He defeated the enemy in 
feveral encounters, drove them out of the coun- 
try, and purfucd them with great flaughter as 
far as the very gates of Prolemais. In his way 
to, and at all the places he reduced, he gathered 
together the Jews, men, women and children, 
whom, on his return, he left in different parts of 
Judea, to occupy thofe places which had been 
defolated by the enemy, during the perfecution 
of Antiochus Epiphanes. 

When Lyfias (the chief commander of the 
Syrian forces, and at this time regent of the king- 
doin) heard of the great fuccefs of Judas and 
his brothers Jonathan and Simon, he vowed re- 
venge againft the Jews, and immediately raifing 
anarmy of eighty thoufand men, marched to- 
ward: Jcrufalem, in order to give Judas battle, 
and, if poffible, make himfelf mafter of the 
city. In his way thither, coming to Bethfura, 
hethought it neceffary co take that place firlt, 
and therefore laid fiege to it; but while he was 
on this bufinefs Judas (who had heard of his in- 
tentions and fituation) marched againft him, and 
immediately attacking his army killed no lefs 
than eleven thoufand foot, fixteen hundred horfe, 
and put the reft to flight. Lyfias, with great 
difficulty, efcaped to Antioch, from whence, 
confidering the diftracted ftate of his affairs, and 
de(pairing of being able to raife frefh recruits, 
he fent terms of accommodation to Judas and his 
people, By thefe terms, which were readily ac- 
cepted, the decree of Antiochus Epiphanes, 


obliging the Jews to conform to the cuftoms and . 


maxims of the Greeks was refcinded, and. the 
Jews were permitted to live according to their 
own laws and religion. 

_ This peace, however, was of very fhort dura- 
tion, for though it received the royal fanction, 
being ratified by Antiochus himfelf, yet it was 
greatly difapproved of by the governors of the 
leveral neighbouring places round Antioch. The 
people about Joppa were the firft that broke it, 

y drowning in the featwo hundred of the Jews 
who lived among them in that city. As foon as 
Judas heard of this cruelty and perfidy, he execu- 
ted afevere revenge, for falling on them by night, 
he deftroyed their fhipping, and fuch as efeaped 
the fire he put to the word. Hearing likewife that 
the people of Joppa had very ill treated the Jews 
In that pea he fet fire to the town, and not a 
ingle thip that then lay there efcaped the flames. 
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Among thofe governors who were difatisfied 
with the peace made between Lyfias and the Jews; 
was Timotheus, who was fo irritated that he 
affembled together an army of 120,000 foot and 
23500 horfe, with a refolution of going into 
Gilead, and deftroying all the Jews who tefided in 
that country. Judas, being informed of the de- 
fign of Timotheus immediately marched againft. 
him, and having defeated a ftrong party of 
wandering Arabs tn his way and made peace with 
therm, he firft laid fiege to the city of Cafpis (which 
was formly called Hefbon, and belonged to the 
tribe of Reuben) and foon making himfelf maftef 
of it, flew the inhabitants and reduced the place 
to afhes. From thence he proceeded to Caraca; 
where Timotheus had lefe a garrifon of ten 
thoufand men, and having proved equally fuc- 
cefsful there, he put allto the fword. At length 
he came up with Timotheus at a place called 
Raphon, and immediately giving him battle, New 
thirty thoufand men, and took him prifoner: 
He, however, gave him both his life and liberty 
on thefe conditions, namely, that he fhould im- 
mediately releafe all the Jews, who were captives 
in any places under his jurifdiction. Judas, un- 
derftanding that the forces of Timotheus who 
had fled for fafety had taken thelter in Carnion, 
a city in Arabia, he purfued them thither, and 
having foon made himfelf mafter of the place, 
flew no lefs than 25,000, fo that Timotheus was 
totally difabled from making any farther attempts 
again{it the Jews in any of thofe parts of the 
country over which he had the command, 

In this expedition Judas exercifed the like 
good policy his brother Simon had done after his 
conquefts in Galilee. All the Jews whom he 
refcued from the hands of the enemy he took 
with him, and on his return into the land of Ju- 
dea, left them to inhabit and fortify fuch cities 
as were not already iufficiently. peopled. Judas, 
on his return home, was obliged to pafs through 
Ephron, a large city in the hands of Lyfias, and 
defended by a very {tong garrifon. On his ar- 
rival there the people refufed to open the gates, 
upon which he immediately affaulted the place, 
and having, in a fhort time, taken it by ftorm, 
he put all the males, amounting to about 25,000, 
to the fword, took their fpoils, and reduced the 
city to afhes. 

Encouraged by thefe repeated fucceffes; Judas 
refolved to carry the war into the Southern parts 
of Idumea, and therefore inmarched with his 
army into that part of the country. The firft 
place of which he poffeffed himfelf in this expe- 
dition was Hebron, the metropolis, from whence 
he went into the land of the Philiftines, and 
laid fiege to Azotus, formerly called Afhdod. 

The inhabitants ftood out for fome time, but 
were at length reduced, and great numbers of 
them put to the fword; after which Judas pulled 
down all the heathen altars, burnt their carved 
images, and totally demolifhed the place. Hav- 
ing done the like to all the other cities in that 
part of the country of which he had made him- 
felf mafter, he returned to Jerufalem, his victo- 
rious army being laden with abundance of rich 
{poils which they had raken from the enemy. 

But notwithftanding thefe great fucceffes, yee 
Judas could not, ftri€tly {peaking, yet call hime 
felf matter of Jerufalem. ‘he citadel,-or forcrefs 

of 
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of. Acra, ftill held out for the king of Syria, and 
the garrifon, which confifted of Macedonians and 
renegado Jews, was very troublefome to _fuch as 
reforted to the temple. To remove thefe incon- 
veniences Judas thought it advifeable to attempt 
the reduction of the place: He therefore having 
prepared proper engines and machines for the 
better executing his defign, forcibly attacked it 
and proved fo fuccefsful as greatly to ftrait- 
en the enemy, though he could not fo far reduce 
them as to make himfelf mafter of the place. 

In the mean time the befieged found means to 
inform king Antiochus of their diftrefs, and to 
requeft that he would either immediately come 
himfelf, or fend fome proper perfon, to their 
affiftance. Antiochus faithfully promifed to re- 
Fieve them himifelf, and for that purpofe raifeda 
very powerful army, confifting of 110,000 foot, 
20,000 horfe, 3000 armed chariots, and thirty- 
two elephants with caftles on their backs full of 
archers. 

With this formidable army Antiochus march- 
ed to the relicf of the fortrefs of Acra, in his way 
to which he laid fiege to Bethfura, not doubting 
but he fhould eafily reduce the inhabitants to 
obedience. In this firft enterprize, however, he 
found himtelf greatly miftaken, for the people, 
being refolute, defeated all his efforts, and burnt 
and deftroyed his battering engines, fo that he 
fpent a great deal of time to very little purpofe. 

While Antiochus was before Bethfura Judas 
was prefling the fiege of Acra with all his might; 
but being fearful left the Bethfurians fhould be 
forced to fubmitto the fuperior force of the enemy, 
he relinquifhed the fiege, and marched with his 
army to their affiftance. His intent was, to fur- 
prize the king’s forces, and therefore marching in 
the night he fell upon one quarter of the encmy 
in the dark, killed four thoufand and then re- 
treated without fuftaining any lofs. 

Early the next morning Antiochus left Beth- 
fura, and having marched within fight of Judas’s 
army encamped near a place called Bethzachia- 
riah. Here he directed his troops to arrange 
themfelves in proper order for battle; but the 
narrownefs of the place obliged them to go in 
defiles, one elephant preceding a thoufand foot 
and five hundred horfe; while the other troops 
afcended the hills under the command of officers 
of the moft experienced. valour. When they 
came to the open part where Judas’s army was 
encamped, and which was on an eminence, they 
began the attack with the loudeft acclamations, 
fo that the vallics re-echoed with the noife. 
This, however, did not in the leaft intimidate 
Judas and his men, who immediately fell with 
great fiercencfs on the enemy, and at the firft at- 
tack killed fix hundred of the king’s beft troops. 
During the engagement Eleazar (a brother 
of Judas) obferving one of the elephants 
more richly caparifoned than the reft, and pre- 
fuming it was the king who rode the beaft, re- 
folved to make one bold ftroke, by which he 
might not only deliver his country, but gain to 
himfelf immortal honour. To effect this he 
forced himfelf through the guards, killed fe- 
veral of his opponents, and gerting under the 
king’s elephant {truck his fpear into its belly, fo 
that the creature fell down dead, which proved 
fatal to Eleazar, for before he could get from 
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under the beaft he dropped, and crufhed him ¢ 
death. e 

Judas, however, finding the number tog 
great for him, withdrew from the fight, ang 
made a fafe retreat to Jerufalem. Antiochus 
followed with one part of his army, leaving the 
other to carryon the fiege of Bethiura, the ip. 
habitants of which, feeing no profpeét of relier 
from their friends, were at length forced to fur- 
render, but on condition that they fhould nor 
be treated with any violence. The general of 
Antiochus’s forces agreed to this, and prettrveq 
his engagement, as far as faving their lives, but 
he drove them naked from the town, and placed 
fome of his own people in their ftead. 

The .king’s forces having reduced Bethfurg 
marched towards Jerufalem, in order to join the 
party under Antiochus, and affift him in the 
reduction of that city. When the whole army 
appeared before the place, Judas was alarmed 
from the great fuperiorty of their number, and 
as the moit proper place of fecurity, retired with 
his friends into the temple. They obftinately » 
defended the place for fome time, and counter- 
worked every attack made by the enemy; but 
the people were greatly diftreffed for want of 
bread. It happened to be the time when the 
Jews by their laws, could neither plow nor 
fow ; fo that in this diftrefs many people aban- 
doned the place for want of provifions, and the 
reft muft have inevitably been compelled to fur- 
render had they not been relieved by the 
Ce HeNane very fortunate and unexpected inci- 

ent. 

While Antiochus, and Lyfias his general, were 
carrying on the fiege of Jerufalem, they received 
advice that Philip (whom Antiochus Epiphanes 
had conftituted regent of the kingdom, and 
guardian to his fon) had made himfelf mafter 
of Antioch, and taken upon him the govern- 
ment of the Syrian empire. In confequence 
of this information the king and Lyfias unani- 
moufly refolved to abandon the fiege, and march 
with all expedition to attack Philip. ‘The king, 
however, thought it advifeable to keep their in- 
tentions fo fecret, that neither officers nor fol- 
diers fhould be able to form an idea of their de- 
fign; to effect which the king bade Lyfias re- 
prefent to them the great ftrength of the place, 
and how tedious a bufinefs it would be to take 
it: that corn grew fcaree; that the king was 
wanted in another place, and the beft way would 
be to yield the people the ufe of their religion 
and laws, which being all they contended for, 
the king might depart at his pleafure. 

This propofal being univerfally approved of 
by the army, Antiochus fent a meffenger to of- 
fer peace to the befieged on the moft honour- 
able terms, which being accepted, they left the 
temple, and the accommodation between them 
was ratified by oath. But when Antiochus came 
to fee the ftrength of the fortifications belonging 
to the temple, he (contrary to the articles he 
had fworn to) caufed them to be all pulled down 
and demolifhed ; after which he fet out on his 
return to Syria. On his arrival at Antioch he 
found the information he had received at Jerv- 
falem but too true, Philip having poffeffed him- 
felf of the imperial city, and affumed the g0- 
vernment. He immediately attacked him me 
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all his forces, and ina fhort time totally routed 
his army, flew great numbers of his men, and 
put the reft to flight. Philip himfelf fell among 
the lain; fo that Antiochus, having now no 
other opponent, he eafily re-poffeffed mfelf in 
the government of the empire. 

While Antiochus and Lyfias were carrying on 
the fiege of Jerufalem, Menelaus, the high- 
prieft, was very bufy in offering his fervices 
againtt his own people, and even went fo far as 
to offer up prayers for the fuccefs of Antiochus’s 
army. But Lyfias, difcovering his hypocrify, 
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cautioned the king againft his villainous defigns 
and prattices, and accufed him of being the 
author and fomentor of the Jewifh war. In 
confequence of this accufation Menelaus was 
feized, and being condemned to die, he was car- 
ried to Berhza, 2 town in Syria, where he was 
thrown headlong from the top of a high tower, 
and dafhed to pieces. After his death Antiochus 
conferred the office of high-prieft on one Alci- 
mus, a man no lefs depraved in principles than 
the wicked Menelaus. 
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Demetrius, the nephew of the late Antiochus Epiphanes, claims the crown of Syria; which be obtains, and 
orders Antiochus Eupater and the regent Lyfias, to be put to death. Alcimus, the hizh-prieft, reprefents 
the Fews in a very unfavourable light to Demetrius, who thereupon fends Bacchides, the governor of 
Mefopotamia, with an army into Sudea, in order to carry on the war againft them. The perfidy 
and cruelty of Alcimus the high-prieft to his brethren. BRacchides returns to Antioch, and leaves 
Alcimus commander of bis forces againft the Fews. Sudas Maccabeus obliges Alcimus to leave 
Yudea, and fly to Antioch, upon which Demetrius fends another army into Judea under the command 
of Nicanor, with ftridt orders to defray Fudas and his followers. Nicanor enters into a treaty of peace with 
the Fews, which is rendered ineffetiual by the bafenefs of Alcimus. Nicanor marches againft Sferufalen 
but is attaked by Fudas, bis army defeated, and himfelf flain. ‘fudas enters into a league of friend. 
foip with the Romans. He engages the army of the Syrians under the command of Bacckides and 
Alcimus, from the fuperiority of whofe numbers be is defeated and flain. His brother Fonathay 
fucceeds him in the command of the Fewifh forces, makes a brave ftand, and afterwards forms a treaty 
of peace with Bacchides. Alexander, the fon of Antiochus Epiphanes, ufurps the kingdom of Syria, 
in which be is joined by Fonathan, who, among ath:r favours beftowed on bim by Alexander, is 
appointed to the office of bigh-pricft. Alexander engages thé army of Demetrius, obtains a complete 
viftory, and kills bis antagonift. The fon of Demetrius endeavours to revenge his father's death, and to 
diveft Alexander of the Syrian throne. He gains over to bisinteref Apollonius, the governour of Calo=Syric, 
«who, to oblige Fonathan to quit Alexander's party, marches againft him with a confiderable army, ‘Fona- 
than engages kim, and obtains a complete vidtory. Alexander, in conjunttion with Ammonius bis 
favourite, concerts a plot againft the life of bis father-in-law Ptolemy Philemeter, which proves 
abortive. Ptolemy engages Alexander, defeats bis army, and obliges bim to fly into Arabia, where 
Zabdiel the king-of that part of the country, cuts off bis head and fends it to Ptolemy. Ptolemy dies of 
the wounds be received in the battle with Alexander, and Demetrius obtains quiet poffefion of the 
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Syrian empire: 


FTER Antiochus Eupater had for fome 
time, been on the throne of Syria, De- 
metrius, the fon of Seleucus. Philopater (elder 
brother to Antiochus Epiphanes) laid claim to 
the crown. In the very year that Antiochus, 
the uncle of Demetrius died, he. was defeated 


in a pitched battle by the Romans, and taken’ 


prifoner, upon which his nephew Demetrius, 
who happened: to be with him, and was then 
a child, was, to fecure his uncle’s liberty, fent 


as an hoftage to Rome; and in: confequence of 


his abfence at the time of his uncle’s death, 
Antiochus Eupater was declared: king without 
the leaft oppofition. 

Demetrius was now in the twenty-third year 
of hisage, and thinking that Antiochus Eupater 
poffeffed. that dignity ‘to which himfelf was 
entitled, he determined to put in his claim, 


and, if poffible, make himfelf mafter of the. 
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Syrian empire. The firft ftep he took towards 
effecting his defign was, to apply to the Senate 
of Rome for their affiftance, and as an induce- 
ment to their granting his requeft, he told them, 
that, having been bred up in that city from his 
childhood, he fhould always look on Rome as 
his country, the fenators as his fathers, and their 
fons as his brothers. This, however, had not 
the defired effect, for the Senate, paying a greater 
regard to their own intereft than the claim of 
Demetrius, and judging it more advantageous to 
them to have a boy reign in Syria (as Antiochus 
Eupater then was) than a man of mature under- 
ftanding and difcernment (as they knew Deme- 
trius to be) refufed to give him any affiftance, 
notwithftanding the pretenfions he made of be- 
ing juftly entitled to the fovereignty of the Sy- 
rian empire. 
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This difappointment, however, did not inti- 
midate Demetrius, who, in order to execute his 
defigns, efcaped from Rome, with a full refolu- 
tion of rifguing his fortune in his own country. 
Having landed at Tripolis in Syria, he informed 
the inhabitants of his being the right heir to 
the crown, and that he was fent by the Roman 
Senate, who would fupport his pretenfions to 
take poffeffion of the kingdom. This ftory be- 
ing univerfally credited by the people of Tripo- 
lis, they readily efpoufed the caufe of Deme- 
trius, who having raifed a few forces in that 
city, marched towards Antioch, in his way to 
which he made himfelf mafter of many capital 
places, and the people, giving up Eupater’s 
caufe as loft, went over to him in fuch numbers, 
that he foon found himfelf at the head of a very 
confiderable army. 

So univerfal was the difaffeCtion of the people 
towards Eupater, and fo prepoffeffed were they 
in favour of Demetrius, that when they heard 
of his approach near Antioch, the foldiers in the 
city feized Eupater and the regent Lyfias, with 
a defign of delivering them up to Demetrius as 
foon as he fhould arrive. Demetrius, however, 
did not think proper to tee them, but gave or- 
ders that they fhould be immediately put to 
d:ath. ‘This was accordingly done, foon after 
which Demetrius entered with his army into 
Antioch, amidit the univerfal acclamations of 
the people, and, without any farther oppofition, 
became thoroughly pofleited of the Syrian em- 
pire. 

Soon after Demetrius was fettled on the Syrian 
throne, the bafe and perdious Alcimus (whom 
Antiochus Fupater had conflicuted high-prieft, 
but who was never, by the Jews, acknowledged 
as fuch on account of his apoitacy) in order to 
ingratiate himielf in the favour of the new 
king, went and implored his protection againft 
Judas Maccabeus and his party, whom he ac- 
cufed of being enemies to the kings of Syria, 
fomentors of fedition, and perfecutors of his 
faithful fubjects. 

In confequence of this reprefentation Deme- 
trius, who, from the fituation of Alcimus, was 
readily induced to give credit to all he faid, was 
fo exalperated, that he immediately ordered Bac- 
chides, a very powerful man, and governor of 
Mefopotamia, tomarch with an army into Ju- 
dea; and having, confirmed Alcinius in the of- 
fice of high-prieft, joined lim in the fame 
commiffion fur carrying on the war sgaintt the 
Jews 

On their arrival in Judea the Scribes and 
Doctors of the law, alarmed at fo formidable a 
force, met together in order to confult, and fix 
on the moft proper methods, to be taken in fo 
critical a ftate of affairs. Atter fome delibera- 
tion it was at length agreed to fend deputies to 
Bacchides and Alcinius, in order to bring mat- 
ters to a peaceable acccmmodation. The Jews 
having obtained the promife of a fafe-conduét, 
accordingly difpatched the deputies, who were 
fixty in number, on the bufinefs ; but no fooner 
did the perfidious and cruel Alcimus get them 
into his power than he ordered them all to be 
inftantly put to death, thereby violating the 
promife he had made for their fafety, and there- 
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by juftly. incurring the hatred and detcftation of 
| his brethren. : ta : 

A, thort time after this Bacchides returned tp, 
Antioch, leaving Alcimus in Judea, with famg' 
of his fortes, to prore&t and defend. hij re tg 
‘this firuation the views of Alcimus were, direct’ 
ed fully to fecure himfelf in the office of high- 
prieft, to effect which he endeavaured to ingra- 
tiate himfelf with the people by fair words and 
obliging behaviour. This {fo far anfwered hi; 
purpofe that he foon doubled the number of 
forces that had been left him by Bacchides ; ‘but 
they confifted chiefly of renegadoes, who de- 
ftroyed all the Jews who were friends to Judas 
wherever they found them. 

As foon as Judas underftood the cruelties ex- 
ercifed by the people under the command of 
Alcimus againft his brethren’ in Judea, he 
marched from Jerufalem in order to give him 
battle; but Alcimus, knowing himfelf to be 
unequal tothe conteft, retired haftily to Deme- 
trius at Antioch, whom he ftill farther irritared 
againft Judas, fetting forth the great mifchjef 
he had already done, and the farther dances 
be apprehended from him, unlefs a proper force 
was fent tocheck his proceedings. He farther 
told him that fo long as Judas and his brothers 
were permitted to live, they would never fuffer 
his authority to take place, nor could any lafting 
peace be ever eftablifhed in thar part of the 
country. 

In confequence of this reprefentation Deme- 
trius fenc another army againit the Jews, under 
the command of Nicanor, one of the principal 
men of his court, with ftrict orders to dettroy Ju- 
das, difperfe his followers, and thoroughly eltab- 
lifh Alcimus in the office of high-pricit.  Nica- 
nor, in obedience to thefe commiands, left An- 
tioch, but with no real intent of ftrictly execu- 
ting the commiffion on which he was fent. He 
was fenfible ofthe courage and conduét of Judas, 
and therefore, on his arrival in Judea, being un- 
willing to come to an engagement with him, he 
endeavoured to compromife matters by treaty, and 
thercfore fent deputies to Judas with this mef- 
fage: “© Wherefore (faid he) fhould we rifguc 
“¢ all on the uncertain chance of war, when we 
may better adjuft matters by negotiation? I 
pledge my moft folemn oath for your fecuri- 
“ty. Peace alone is my object, which you 
‘© may imagine by the number of friends I have 
‘“* brought with me, to teftify our mafter’s good 
«© will and affection to all the Jewith nation.” 
Judas, imagining Nicanor to be fincere, readily 
agreed to the terms he offered, and accordingly 
articles of peace were drawn up between them. 
But Alcimus the high-prieft, difapproving of 
Nicanor’s conduct, from a fuppofition that his 
own intereft was not fufficiently fecured in it, 
refolved to overthrow all that Nicanor had done, 
and, if poffible, {til farther irritate Demetrius 
againft the Jews. To this purpofe he repaired 
to Antioch; and fo poffeffed the king againit 
the peace made by Nicanor, that he not only re- 
fufed to ratify what had been agreed on, but 
fent his pofitive commands to him to go on with 
the war, and not to ceafe profecuting it till he 
had either fain Judas, or taken him prifoner, 
and fenthim bound to Antioch, 
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In confequence of thefe inftructions Nicanor 
being obliged, though much againit his. incli- 
nation, :to alter ‘hig condudt,, marched his army 
up to Jerufalem, and defigning (in arder-to ful- 
fil the king’s commands), to..get Judas into his 
power by” craft and treachery, he invited him to 
a conference, which the other, upon prefump- 
tion of the depending peace, readily complied 
with, and fet out forthe place appointed. But 
Judas, by fome means or other, happening to 
diicover the plot on his way, ftopped. fhort, and 
retreated in time to his own people, who were 
fo incenfed at the treachery of Nicanor, that 
they vowed, if poffible, to be amply revenged 
on him. 

AsYoon as Nicanor found that his plot-was 
difcovered, and his defigns fruftrated, he marched 
with his army towards Jerulalem, with a refolu- 
tion of obtaining by force what he could not ac- 
complith by treachery. Judas hearing of his 
approach led out his army againft him, and a 
battle took place near a village called Capharfa- 
loma, in which Judas was worfted, and obliged 
to fave himfelf by precipitately retreating to Je- 

rufalem. 

* Animated with this fuccefs Nicanor haftened 
with all expedition after Judas. On his arrival 
at Mount Sion, he was met by a number of 
prietts, who, having facrifices with them, fhewed 
them to Nicanor, telling him that they were 
going to offer them up for the fafety of king 
Demetrius. Nicanor, in a rage, threatened, 
that if they did not immediately deliver up Ju- 
das to him, he would raze the temple to the 
ground, and deftroy the city; but this they could 
neither comply with, nor was he able to put his 
threats in execution. 

Finding himfelf thus difappointed, Nicanor, 
in revenge, executed many fevere cruelties on 
the poor Jews who fell into his hands, and fuch 
as were wealthy, he firft plundered of their pof- 
feffions, and then put them to death. Being 
informed that there lived at fome diftance a very 
rich man named Razis, who was alio eminent 
for his fteady conftancy in the religion of his 
country, he fent a guard of five hundred men 
to feize him, thinking the lofs of fo confiderable 
a perfon would be a great affliction to the Jews. 
‘This company accordingly went, and attacked 
the good old manin his caftle, which he de- 
fended for fome time with great bravery; but 
being at length overpowered, and finding him- 
iclf juft ready to fall into the hands of the ene- 
ny, rather than be a reproach to his nation by 
jubmitting to the infidels, he fell upon his own 
tword, and put a period to his exiftence. 

Nicanor, finding it unlikely to reduce Jerufa- 
lems, left ir ina great rage, and encamped his 
umy near a village called Betheron, where he 
was joined by feveral Syrian parties, fo that the 
whole of his forces amounted to about thirty-five 
thoufand. This however did not in the leaft 
difmay Judas, who, though his army was greatly 
inferior in number, marched from Jerufalem, 
and encamped at a. place called Adafus, within 
thirty furlongs of theenemy. In order to en- 
courage his troops, he told them, that though 
the number of the enemy was great, they need 
hot to fear, for they fought in the caufe of God, 
whofe power could crufh multicudes; and ad- 
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vifed them rather to think on their own valour 
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‘Syrians. 


than the numbers they were to encounter. 
“« Attack them courageoufly (faid he) and leave 
** the reft to heaven.” 

The Jews, being thus encouraged by their 
leader, attacked the enemy with the moft intrepid 
refolution, and the battle was exceeding defperate 
on both fides for fome time, till at length victory 
declared in favour of Judas, for Nicanor being: 
flain, with a great number of his troops, the reft 
were fo intimidated that they immediately threw 
down their arms and fled. Judas availed him- 
felf of this advantage by purfuing the fugitives, 
to whom he gave no quarter. In his purfuit he 
proclaimed his victory by found of trumpet in 
all the cities and towns through which he paffed ; 
the confequence of which was that the country 
people gathered together from all parts, and 
fuch of the Syrians that fell in their way, in en- 
deavouing to efcape, they putto death; fo that 
by means of thern, and the clofe purfuit of Ju- 
das and his troops, not a fingle perfon of the 
Syrian army was lett to carry home the tidings 
of their melancholy overthrow. 

Judas and his victorious army returning to 
the field of battle, after the purfuir of the enemy, 
poffeffed themfelves of the fpoils of the flain; 
and having found Nicanor’s body among the 
dead, they carried it to Jerufalem, where they 
cut off his head, and placed it upon one of the 
towers of the city. An univerfal joy prevailed 
throughout Jerufalem on this occafion, and, in 
commemoration of fo ereat a deliverance, ir was 
ordained that the thirteenth day of the month 
Adar (which anfwers to part of our February) 
the day when this victory was obtained, fhould 
be ever after obferved as an anniverfary day of 
folemn thank{giving. 

After this victory the Jews had a fhort refpite 
from war, during which Judas, in order, if pofi- 
ble, to obtain a lafting peace, bethought himfelf 
of making a league with the Romans. He had 
heard of their great fame in conquering the 
Gauls, Carthaginians, Grecians, &c. and was 
therefore defirous of making an alliance with 
them, in hopes of thereby obtaining fome pro- 
tection and relief again{t the oppreifions of the 
Judas accordingly difpatched two of 
his molt intimate friends and counfellers (name- 
ly, Jafon and Eupolemus, whom he knew to 
be fufficiently capable of executing fuch an 
embaffy) to Rome, to requeft of the Senate 
that the Jews might be admitted as their allies, 
and that a letter might be fent to Demetrius, 
requiring him to defilt from giving the Jews 
any further moleftation. This propofal proved 


agreeable to the Senate, who immediately drew up 


articles of treaty, the original of which they 
kept, and fent a copy of them to Jerufalem, 
which were highly approved of by Judas. The 
purport of thefe articles was, ‘* that no people 
*€ fubject to the Romans fhould make war on 
the Jews, orfupply their enemies with money, 
fhipping, corn, &c. and that the Jews 
fhould be held to the fame terms in cafe 
the Romans fhould be attacked. That if 
the Jews demanded any future alteration of 
their agreement, the confent of the whole peo- 
ple fhould be neceffary to ratify it.” This: 
was the firft alliance ever formed between the 

Jews. 
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Jews and the Romans; and the copy of the treaty” 
was carefully preferved in one of the moft fecuire 
apartments of the tempk. 

In the mean time, Demetrius, having received 
an account of the defeat and death of Nicanor, 
fent Bacchides again into Judea, at the head of 
a very numerous army, in order to give battle 
to Judas, and with orders, if poffible, to bring 
him to Antioch dead oralive. Bacchides imme- 
diately fet out to execute the king’s. commands, 
and the firft place he encamped at was Arbela, a 
town in Galilee, where he forced many Jews 
from the caves to which they had retreated, and 
cruelly put them to death. From hence he 
marched towards Jerufalem, in his way to which 
he learnt that Judas and his army were emcamp- 
ed ata place called Bethfeth. In confequence of 
this intelligence he immediately marched his 
forces thither, th. whole number confifting of 
22,000 foot and 2000 horfe ; while Judas had 
no more than 30co to oppofe them and thefe 
were fo terrified at the ftrength and number of 
the enemy, that che greateft part deferted, fo 
that Judas had not above eight hundred: 
left. 

But notwithftanding Judas was thus diftreffed 
for want of men, and had not any opportunity 
of recruiting his forces, yet he was fully benton 
hazarding a battle, and therefore ufed the moft 
powerful arguments he was matter of to prevail 
on the few he had to ftand by him to the utmoft 
extremity. They, however, expoftulated with 
him on the impropriety of attempting to engage 
fo very {uperiora number, and advifed him rather 
to retreat with caution, and put off his defign 
till he could augment his forces. To this Ju- 
das replied, ‘© It fhall never be faid of me that 
«¢ [turned my back toan enemy. If it be the 
<< will of God that we now fall, let his will be 
«<< done; but let us not, by an ignominious 
© flight, deftroy all the credit of a life of glory.” 
This fpecch fo animated Judas’s foldiers, that 
they unanimoufly refolved to ftand the combat, 
and every neceflary preparation was made for 
oppofing the enemy. - 

‘The army of Bacchides was difpofed' in the 
following manner. The front was compofed of 
light armed men, and archers, fupported by a 
body of Macedonians, while there were two 
wings of horfe, the right being commanded by 
Racchides himfelf. In this ditpofition they advan- 
ced towards the army of Judas, which they no 
fooner approached than they founded a charge, 
gave a loud fhout, and began the attack. Vhe 
forces of Judas fuftained the fhock with great 
intrepidity, and the battle continued defperate for 
fome time, when Judas feeing Bacchides with 
his right wing preffing hard on his men, relieved 
them with a band of courageous youths, who 
broke Bacchides’s right wing, and purfued them 
as far as the mountains of Azotus; but not hav- 
ing fufficient forces to keep the left wing in 
p'ay during his abfence, he was followed and 
clofely furrounded by the enemy. The aétion 
was very hot and obftinate: the Jews fold their 
lives at a dear rate: their general did all thar a 
valiant man could do, tilk at. length | being 
overpowcred withnumbers, he was, with the 
greater part of his men, flain, and the reft, inti- 
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midated at the lofs of their leader, betook them- 
feives to flight. or 

Thus fell the great Judas Maccabeus, the 
reftorer and preferver of the true worthip of 
God, and proteétor of his diftreffed- country. 
men. His two brethers Simon and: Jonathan, 
having obtained permiffion of Bacchides. to re- 
move his body, they conveyed it to Modin, 
and there interred it in the fepulehre of his an- 
ceftors, with all the funeral honour that was 
due to the memory of fo brave and excellent a 
commander. 

After the death of Judas, Bacchides made 
himfelf mafter of the country, and, affifted by 
the apoftate Jews, ufed all the friends and ad- 
herents of the Maccabees, wherever they found 
them, with the utmoft barbarity. At this time 
likewife there happened to. be a general famine 
throughout the land of Judea; fo that through 
diftrefs for want of brea) onthe one hand, and 
the difficulty of defending themielves againft 
their enemies on the other, many of the Jews 
were, in a manner, compelled to adhere to the 
faction of the Macedonians. In: fhert, the Jews 
were never fo deplorably miferable, fince the 
Babylonih. Captivity,. as at this period; fo that 
the late adherents of Judas entreated Jonathan 
to follow his brother’s example in rifquing his 
life for the liberties of his country, and befought 
him to take upon him the office of general, 
faying, that without a leader to affift them in 
oppoling their enemies, they muft all be inevi- 
tably loft. Jonathan tald them he was willing to. 
do or fuffer any thing for the public welfare ; 
on which he was elected general by the unani- 
mous. voice of the people. 

Bacchides, hearing of this eleétion, and con- 
fidering that Jonathan was not lefs likely to give 
trouble to the Syrians than his brother Judas, 
fet about concerting meafures for deftroying 
him; but Jonathan, having intelligence of his 
defign, collected what force he could, and, ac- 
companied by his brother Simon, retired into 
the wildernefs of Tekoa, where he encamped, 


} with a morafs on one fide, and the river Jordan 


on the other, fo that it was.not an eafy matter for 
the enemy to attack them. 

Intelligence being given to Bacchides of the 
place where Jonathan and his forces were en- 
camped, he immediately marched after them, 
and, having made himfelf mafter of the pafs 
that led to their encampment, he fixed on the 
fabbath to attack them, prefuming from thence: 
that he fhould not meet with the leaft refiftance. 
In this, however, he found himfelf miftaken, 
for Jonathan, after reminding his men of the 
determination that was made in this cafe in the 
time of his father Mattathias, encouraged them 
to difpute it bravely; which accordingly they, 
did, even till they had flain about a thoufand of 
the affailants, when, finding themfelves likely 
to be overpowered .by numbers, they took to 
the river, and, by {wimming over to the oppofite 
fide, made their efcape, not a fingle man of 
them meeting with the leaft accident. 

The Syrian general, inftead of making any 
atteinpt to purfue them, thought it more advilea- 
ble to return back to Jerufalem, where, having 


| fortified Mount Acra and the neighbouring 


. towns, 
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towns, and put garrifons in them, he took hoftages 
for the fidelity-of the inhabitants, and then re- 
turned to Antioch*.. ane 

After the departure of Bacchides, Jonathan 
and his party,:as well as all thofe Jews who were 
advocates for preferving their antient religion, 
lived peaceably for about two years, at the ex- 
piration of which the adverfe party, envying 
their happinefs, fent to Bacchides, and prevailed 
on him to return with his army into Judea, pro- 
pofing to feize Jonathan and all his adherents, as 
foon as he fhould arrive wich his forces to fupport 
the enterprize. : ; 

Asfoonas Jonathan underftood that Bacchides 
was again on his march into Judea, he was great- 
ly alarmed, and knowing himfelf unable to ftand 
againft the great force he had brought with him, 
he retired into the wildernefs, and raifed walls 
round the village of Bethbafi, intending to make 
that his place of retreat on all emergent occa- 
fions. 

Bacchides, having received information of 
Jonathan’s retreat, marched with his forces 
againft him. On his approach near Bethbafi, 
Jonathan left Simon his brother with one part 
of the forces to defend the place, whilft himtelf 
with the other part took the field to harrafs the 
enemy. In thefe capacities the two brothers 
acted fo well, Jonathan by cutting off feveral of 
the enemy’s parties, and now and then falling 
on the outfkirts of their army employed in the 
fiege ; and Simon, by making frequent fallies, 
and burning the engines they had brought againft 
the place, that Bacchides grew weary of the un- 
dertaking, and confidering the renegado Jews 
as the occafion of his return and difgrace, he 
was fo enraged that he ordered feveral of them 
to be put to death, 

When Bacchides found the forces under Jo- 
nathan and his brother Simon too powerful for 
him, he was almoft diftracted at the thoughts of 
failing in an attempt in which he had imagined 
himfelf fure of fuccefs ; but his grearelt concern 
was how to draw off his army without difgrace 
either to himfelf cr his fovereign. While he 
was deliberating in what manner to a¢t, Jona- 
than fent a meflenger to him with propofals for 
aleague of mutual friendfhip on the condition 
of an exchange of prifoners. Bacchides faw in 
thofe propofals fo fair an opportunity of aban- 
doning the fiege without difgrace, that he imme- 
diately acceded thereto ;_ in confequence of which 
the prifoners were exchanged on both fides, and 
the refpective commanders bound themfelves, 
by a folemn oath, that no farther hoftilicies fhould 
take place between them. This agreement be- 
ing ratified, Bacchides returned to Antioch, and 
fo ftriétly did he preferve the treaty of peace 
made with Jonathan, that he never after returned 
into the country of Judea. 

The wars being thus happily over Jonathan 
retired to Machmas, a tewn fituated about nine 
miles to the north of Jerufalem, where he go- 
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* Icis highly probable that Demetrius had, b« this time, 
received letters from the Romans in behalf of the Jews, in 
confequence of the treaty of friendthip formed between 
them and Judas, and that therfore the king. had fene 
orders to Bacchides to ceafe perfzcuiing tiofe people, in 
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verned the people according to law; cut off all 
thofe who had apoftatized from their religion 
and country, and; as far as in him lay, reformed 
all abixfes both in church and ftate. 

. While Joriathan remained in this peaceable 
fituations his power was greatly increafed by a 
very unexpected incident that took place in Sy- 
ria. Alexander, a fon of the late Antiochus 
Epiphanes; laid claim to the Syrian empire ; 
and, being well fupported by foreign powers, 
made himfelf mafter of Prolémais, a city of 
Paleftine, wliere he concerted the mott likely 
meafures for carrying on his defign againft De- 
metrius, and divefting him of the fovereignty.: 

As foon as Demetrius was informed of the 
proceedings of his. rival; he thought it expe- 
dient imniediately to make his court to Jona- 
than, and to obtain him as an ally. To this 
purpofe he difpatched meffengers with letters to 
Jonathan, by which he conftituted him General 
of all Judea, with full authority to raife forces, 
and to provide them with arms; commanding 
likewife thar all rhole hoftages who had been 
c@nnitted prifoners to the fortrefs of Jerufalem 
by Bacchides fhould be immediately fet at li- 
berty. 

On the receipt of thefe difpatches Jonathan 
left Machmas, and repaired to Jerufalem, in or- 
der to execute the commands of Demetrius. As 
foon as he arrived in the city, he publicly read 
the contents of the king’s letters to the foldiers 
and people, who were greatly furprized at fo fud- 
den a turn of fortune in his favour. Having 
done this he proceeded to make his levies, and 


_ gave liberty to the hoftages in the forctrefs of 


Acra, ftrictly ordering that they fhould be per- 
mitted to return in fafety to their friends. He 
now refolved to fix his refidence at Jerufalem, 
and in confequence thereof thoroughly repaired 
the city, fortified it on every fide, and rebuilt 
thofe walls round the temple which had been 
deftroyed during the reign of Antiochus Epi- 
phanes. 

In the mean time Alexander (who was no 
ftranger to the valour and courageous actions of 
Jonathan) affembled his friends together, and 
reprelented to them how advantageous it would 
be to his caufe could he form an alliance with 
him, which there was great reafon to think might 
take place, if proper application was made, on 


| account of the infults he had received from De- 


metrius, and Bacchides, the general of his forces. 
The friends of Alexander unanimoufly agreeing 
with him in opinion, he immediately difpatched 
an embafly to Jonathan with a letter to the fol- 
lowing purport : 


«¢ Alexander the king, to Jonathan his brother, 
greeting, 


«© Having long been informed of your cha- 
“ raéter for honour, faith and courage, and 
“ deeming you every way worthy our beft re- 

; « gard 





obedience to which he at this time lefc the country.—Ju 
before the departure of Bacchides Alcimug the high-prieft 
was fuddenly rack with a fit of che palfy, which, in @ 
very thorr time, deprived him of life. 
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gard, we have difpatched ambaffadors to offer 


miffioned them to treat for the fame: and by, 
thefe prefents, and our royal authority, we 
conftirute and ordain thee high-prieft of the 
Jews, and rank thee in the number of the 
king’s friends; and we likewife prefent thee 
with a crown of gold and a purple robe, en- 
tertaining no doubt of a proper return being 
made by you for this inftance of our regard 
and efteem.”’ 

The emiffaries of Demetrius, having got in- 
telligence of this meffage being fent by Alexan- 
der to Jonathan, immediately informed their 
matter of what had paffed ; upon which Demetrius 
refolved, if poffible, to gain over Jonathan, by 
eutbidding his rival, difpatched a meffenger to 
him with a letter to the fellewaag purpofe : 


** Demetrius the king, to Jonathan, and the 
Jewith people, greeting. 


«« As we have already entered into a treaty 
of alliance with you we would with to fix it 
‘© on a Jafting and uninterrupted foundation. 
Wherefore ic is our pleafure that your tri- 
butes be remitted, and we hereby remit all 
the taxes formerly paid to our predeceffors or 
ourfelves ; (exclufive of the falt and crown 
taxes, with the thirds of your corn and fruits) 
and thefe duties we give up for all future 
times, as well as the poll-tax on the inhabi- 
tants throughout Judea, and the three go- 
vernments of Galilee, Samaria, and Perea. 
It is our pleafure likewife that Jerufalem and 
its dependencies be exempted from all tenths 
and tributes, be deemed holy, and have the 
privileges of a fanctuary. Let the citadel be 
delivered to Jonathan the high-priett, with 
permiffion to place in ita garrifon of fuch of 
his friends as he may think proper. We far- 
ther command that, immediately on receipt 
hereof, liberty be given to all Jewifh prifoners 
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fees impofed, even on their cattle: that their 
fabbaths and folemn feftivals, and three days 
preceding each, fhall be deemed days of free- 
dom to the Jews throughout our dominions, 
that they may live at peace, and unmoletted. 
Thac thirty thoufand Jews, if fo many fhall 
be willing, may bear arms in our fervice, and 
receive the fame pay as our own troops: that 
« they be entrufted in garrifons, and near our 
perion; and that our royal family receive the 
better fort of them as domeftics. In Jerufa- 
lem, and the three dependent provinces, the 
Jews fhall freely exercife their own laws ; but 
the high-prieft muft take care that the temple 
of Jerufalem be the only one in which the 
Jews worfhip. Fifteen thoufand fhekels of 
filver we alfo grant annually towards the ex- 
pence of their facrifices; and we remit the 
ten thoufand drachms formerly paid to our 
predeceffors by the priefts and officers attend- 
ing the fervice of the temple. We farther 
order that all debtors repairing to the temple 
of Jerufalem, or the liberties thereof, on ac- 
count of debt, fhall remain unmolefted both 
in perfon and property. We alfo permit and 
require that the temple be repaired ; that for- 
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you our friendfhip and alliance, and have com- | 


in every part of our dominions, without any | 


THE 


HOLY BIBLE. ‘Book 1, 
*€ tifications be made round i, and thar figh 
¢ ftrong places as the Jews think: ptober:tio fop_ 
© tify fhall have garrifons ftationed (in! chen. 


“ 


S¢ and all this fhali be done at our own e,” 
The advantageous ee ces to Jo- 
nathan arid his people by the two’ rival princes 


were fo great, that for fome time he knew nor 
on which fide to convey his intereft. Ac jJength, 
after confulting the heads of the Jews, who couhi 
not forget what a bitter enemy Denrtrius. had 
been to all who adhered to the true intereft of their 
country, and fufpecting at the fame time: thar 
his offers proceeded only from the neceffity of 
his affairs which would certainly be revoked as 
foon as the ftorm v:25 blown over, it was re- 
folved to enter into a league with Alexander; - in 
confequence of which Jonathan, accepting: of 
his grant of the high-prieft’s office, did, on the 
Feaft of Tabernacles, which foon after enfued, 
put on the pontifical robes, and officiated as 
high-prieft, after that office lad been vacant 
four years, namely, ever fince the death of the 
wicked Alcimus. 

In the mean time the two contending parties, 
having drawn together ail their forces, refolved 
to adjuft the difpute between them by one deci- 
five battle. The army of Alexander-was com- 
pofed partly of fuch as had gone over to him 
from Demetrius, and partly of his own troops, 
who affifted him in taking poffeffion of Prolemais. 
Soon after the battle commenced, the right wing 
of Alexander’s forces was preffed hard by the 
left of Demetrius, who pufhed their advantage 
even to the plundering of the camp; but Alex- 
ander’s forced the oppofite column, where De- 
metrius fought in perfon, till it was totally 
routed. Demetrius did wonders, killing and 
purfuing his enemies, and defending himfelf, 
for a confiderable time, till at length his_horfe 
plunging into a bog, and he being opprefied 
with multitudes, was obliged to yield, though 
not till his body was covered with darts and ar- 
rows. Thus died Demetrius king of Syria, after 
having enjoyed the fovereignty of that empire 
about eleven years. . 

On the death of Demetrius, Alexander be- 
came mafter of the whole Syrian empire, and 
was placed on the throne by the unanimous voice 
of the people. Soon after this he wrote a letter 
to Ptolemy Philometer, king of Egypt, pro- 
pofing a match between himfelf ‘and his daugh- 
ter, and intimating that there would be no dif- 
grace in fuch an alliance, after the conqueft of 
Demetrius, and the recovery of a kingdom, 
which was his own in right of his father. 

This propofal was highly fatisfactory to Pto- 
lemy, who fent a letter to Alexander, congra- 
tulating him on his late fuccefs, promifing co 
beftow his daughter on him.in marriage, and 
that he would meet him at Ptolemais, where, 
if he thought proper, the nuptials fhould be 
celebrated. 

Ptolemy, agreeable to his engagement, went 
foon after with his daughter to the place ap- 
pointed, where Alexander attending, the parties 
were married, and he received as a-wedding por- 
tion a fum becoming the dignity of the father. To 
this wedding Jonathan the high-prieft: was 1n- 
vited, and was received by both the kings with 
great favour and refpect, efpecially by lee 
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who, to do him 4 particular honour, caufed him. to Azotus, where..they took fhelrer in a famous 
to be clokthed in poe, valid td tate placé neat i|| tethple dedicated to the idol Dagon, s but Jon4- 
himfelf among the frit princes oF ‘His' kingdom; || than’ purfiin ‘them, ‘no fopner éntéted' thie town 
befides which he made ‘him’ general of all ‘his |] thah he fer fire'td the''templé atid reduced ‘the 
forcesin Judea, and gave him an office of great ‘|| wHole place to afhés, fo that rhe nuniber of, thofe 

__’ ‘|| who were flain in the battlé, and petithed in the 


honour and profit in his.patace,. 
Alexander now thought himfelf arrived at the |} flathes, amounted’to no tefs than eight thoufand. 
Having thus deftroyed die army of Apollo- 


fummit_of happinefs, and that ‘he fhould enjoy || _ 
a life of uninterrupred tranquillity; ‘but he foon.|| nius, Jonathan, after ferviing feveral places be- 
found himfelF miftaken. A, fhore timé aftér {| longing to the enemy in like manner ashe had 
Demetrius, the fon of the lare Deméetritis, re- {| done Azotus, marched with his artny to Afkaion, 
folving to revenge his father’s death, and recover: and encamped near that city with a defign of 
his kingdom, went to Crete (where he ahd his {| laying fiegéto it. But the inhabitants, inftead of 
brother Antiochus had been concealed during'{] attempting ro make any oppolition, brougte 
many , valuable prefents, as a teltimony of theit 


the late troubles) and, with an atrny of merce-’ 

naries, landed in Cilicia. This alarmed ‘Alex- {| fubmilion, which’ Jonathan readily accepted, 

ander, who inftantly marched from Pheenicia to {] and then returned, laden with the {poils of the 

Antioch to fecure his affairs there before the ar-.{| enemy, in triutnph to Jerufalem. ; 

rival of Demetrius. In the mean tittie Déime- As foon as Alexander heard of the fuccefs of 
Jonathan over his general Apollonius, he fent 


trius had gained over to his intereft Apoltonius 
f meffengets to Jerufalem to congratulate hirn on 


the governor of Coelo Syria, who, to oblige Jo- 
nathan to quit Alexander's party, and join with {| the occafion, and to affure him that the conduct 
of Apollonitis took place without his kndw- 


Demetrius, marched with an army as far as Jain- 
ledge. In tokeh of his approbation of what 


nia, from whence he fent a challenge to Joria-: 

than, defying him to meet him with his fword || Jonathan haddone he fent hia a buckle of gold, 

in the open field, and putting the iffue on their |} fuch as none but the royal fainily were permitted 
to wear, and at the fame time made him a pre- 


fingle conteft; boafting likewife that he was 2 1 
at the head of a number of the braveft men in |} fent of the city of Ecron rogether with all the 
teritories thereunto belonging. 


the empire, whole valour had frequently made 1 
Abou this time Prolemy Philometer arrived 


his anceftors yield to their fuperior power. 

Irritated at this daring ineffage, Jonathan, ac- |} in Syria with a confiderable body of forces in 
coinpanied by his brother Simon, left Jerufalém || order to affift his fon-in-law Alexander. Agree- 
at the head of ten thoufand men, and encamped |} able to the king’s order he was received with 
acar Joppa, the gates. of which were fhut by a |] great refpeét by the people of all the cities and 
gairfon belonging to Apollonius. Jonathan de- {| towns through which he paffed, except at Azotus, 
manded entrance, which being refufed he imme- {| where the inhabitants complained to him of the 
disiely made the neceffary preparations for at- |] burning of the temple of Dagon, and reviled 
tacking the place; when the gasrifon, knowing {| Jonathan for having ravaged their country with 

fire and fword. Ptolemy gave them a patient 


themfelves too weak to make any oppofition | an 
againit fo formidable a body of forces, quietly {{ hearing, but fearful of difobliging Jonathan, did 
jurrendered. not think proper to do any thing in their favour 
As foon as Apollonius was informed that Jo~- |] without his knowledge. : 
nathan was in poffeffion of Joppa, he marched |} As foon as Jonathan. heard that Ptolemy was 
arrived in Syria, and advanced as far as Joppa, 


with his army and encampéd in the fields near nd ad 
that place. Yereupon Jonathan advanced to he went thither to pay his.compliments to him, 
and was received with the greateft marks of 


give him battle; but when the armies came near €. : C 
each other Apollonius thought proper to make honour and triendfhip ; after which he conduct- 
ed Ptolemy as far as the river Eleutherus, where 


aretreat. Jonathan, however, continued to ad- 0 
vance, till his antagonift having got him to a {por {| he took his leave, and returned to Jerufalem., 
of ground which he thought particularly advan- |] - As Prolemy was on. his Way to the city of 
tageous, faced about, and prepared to engage. || Ptolemais, ire fortunately difcovered aplot which 
He planted a thoufand horfe to attack Jonathan || had been concerted by Ammonius, a great fa- 
inthe rear; but the latter being aware of this ]| vourite of Alexander, for taking away his life, 
difpoficion, formed his men into a fquare figure, {| though no reafon could be affigned for fuch dia- 
fo that they mighr be enabled to engage the éne-~ {| bolical intentions. “In confequence of this dif- 
my on all fides at the fame time. covery, on his arrival at Prolemais, he wrote to 
Before the battle began Jofiathan efcouraged || Alexander, demandi g that juftice might be dope 
his foldiers to behave themfelves like mien, and {| on the trait r: but : lexander refufing to give 
him up, Ptolemy was fully convinced that the 
king was concerned in the plot, and therefore 
“entertained -an implacable hatred againft him, 
‘which foon terminated in his ruta. 
The firft ftep Ptolemy took to fhow his refent- 
meftt on this occafion’ was, to take Iris daughter 
Cleopatra from Alexander, and give her to his 
rival) Demetrius, with afftrarice that he would 
reftore Him té his father’s throne; after which he 
‘marched with his: army to Antioch. 
At this time Ammonius, the king’s avourite, 
who had concerted the plot, in conjuction with 
Alexander. 


















cautioned therry to forbear falling in with the etre: 
my at firft, buc to receive their artows with their 
thields till the enemy had fpent them, and ther to 
fallon. Apolonius’s horfe, on whom he chiefly 
depended; begat a.diftant fight, difcharging con- 
‘hued fights of arrows for a.confiderable time ; 
til at length Simon, feeing then weary with 
‘octing, and their arrows fpent, fell on with his 
party,and routed them, whilft Jonathan engaged the 
main body, of which he killed great maumbers; 
snd put the reft to flight. The broken forces of 
\pollonius’s army haitened with all expedition 
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Alexander, for the deftruction of Ptolemy, was. 
at Antioch; and no fooner did the Antiochians’ 
hear of Prolemy’s approach than they determined - 
to execute their refentment on Ammonius, whom 
they had long detefted for his cruelty and op- 
preffion. They therefore rofe in a body, and! 
flew him in one of the ftreets in the city ; foon 
after which Ptolemy arriving they opened their 
gates to him, and unanimoufly proclaimed him 
sing of Syria. 

Ptolemy was a man of honour, difcretion and 
temperance, and fo conduéted himfelf in all 
public affairs, as to afford fatisfaction to his own 
people, without giving any offence to the Ro- 
mans. ‘The offer made him by the people of 
Antioch was very inducing, but his honour 
giving way to intereft, he modeftly declined the 
compliment, and having called a council of the 
heads of the people, he advifed them to receive 
Demetrius, the true heir to their crown, as their 
fovereign. He told them that he hoped all paft 
enmity would be forgotten; that he would him- 
felf be bound for his faithfully executing the truft 
repofed in him; and defired that, with refpect 
to himfelf, he might be permitted to content 
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himfelf with the 
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‘government of his own, domj 

nions. This madett addrels had. the dered et 
fe€t: the people with one voice. received Deme- 
trias as their ‘king, admitted - him into, the 
city with great pomp, and placed him on the 
throne of his anceftors. Srp. Na 

When Alexander; who was at this time in Cj- 
licia, heard of what had paffed at Antioch, he 
marched with all his force to meet Prolemy, watt. 
ing the country through which he paffed with fire 
and {word. On his approach near Antioch, Pto- 
lemy and his new fon-in-law met him and gave 
him battle, the iffue of which was that Alexan. 
der’s army was totally routed, and himfelf forced 
to fly into Arabia, where Zabdiel, king of that 
part of the country, cut off his head, and fent 
itas a prefent to Demetrius at Antioch. Prolemy 
was not a little pleafed with the fight of the head 
of his treacherous antagonift; but his fatisfaction 
on this account was of fhort duration, for at the 
expiration of five days he died of the wounds he 
had received in the battle, leaving his fon-in-law 
Demetrius in quiet poffeffion of the Syrian em- 
pire. 


P. XIV. 


Sfonathan, the bigh-prieft, and governor of the Jews, lays Siege to the fortrefs of Acra. He gos to 
Ptolemais, in obedience to the orders of Demetrius, to whom he makes many rich prefents, and formwhom 
be, in return, receives the promifes of very diftinguifoed favours. He fends an army to the affiftance 
of Demetriu', who, after having bis purpofes anfwered, takes off thofe indulgences be bad befere 
granted to Fonathan. Tryphon (the govern.r of Antioch during the reign of Alexander) evercomes 
Demetrius, murders Fonathan and bis two fons, togetber with Antiochus (fon of the late Alexandey 
whom he had placed on the throne of Syria) and afterwards ufurps the government to bimfelf. Simon 
fucceeds bis brother Fonathan in the command of the Fewifh forces, and taking the fortrefs of Acra 
levels it with the ground. Antiochus Sidetes, brether to Demetrius, lays claim to the crown of ‘Syria, 
and marches with a body of forces againft the ufurper Trypbon, who is taken and put to death, Antiochus, 
paving got full poffefion of the throne, fends an army agaift Simon, who engages them and obtains a 
compleat vittory. Ptolemy, the fon-in-law of Simon, caufes him and two of bis fons to be affafinated, 
after which be fends the fame affafins to murder Hyrcanus, the youngeft fon of Simon, but be being 
apprized of their intentions, renders them abortive. Hyrcanus is made bigh-prieft and appointed cont- 
mander of the Jews inthe place of bis father Simon. He affifts Antiochus Sidetes in bis war againft 
the Parthians , at the clofe of which Antiochus and bis army are cut to pieces by the inhabitants of 
the country. Demetrius, after enduring along imprifonment, 1s Set at liberty, and recovers the king- 
dom of Syria, but is depof'd and put to death, Hyrcanus enlarges his territories, and makes bim- 
fef mafier of Samaria. He is greatly incenfed againft the Pbarifees. His death and cbaraéter. 


‘WONATHAN, being now grown confiderable 

| in power, refolved to make himfelf complete 
mafter of Jerufalem by poffeffing himfelf of the 
fortrefs of Acra, which was ftill in the hands of 
the Syrians. To effeét this he laid fiege to it 
with a confiderable body of forces ; but fome of 
the garrifon efcaping by night, went te Deme- 
trius and acquainted him with the fteps taken by 
Jonathan. In confequence of this intelligence, 
Demetrius left Antioch, and marched with a 
confiderable army in order to relieve the place. 
On his arrival at Prolemais he fent for Jonathan, 


who being defirous of keeping up friendfhip 
with him, immediately obeyed his orders, taking 
with him prefents of gold and filver, fine robes, 
and other valuable effects, which he gave to De- 
metrius, being attended by the priefts and elders 
of the pope The king was fo pleafed with 
this diftinguifhed and intereftive compliment, 
that he confirmed Jonathan in the office of high- 
prieft, and inftead of going to the affiftance © 
the garrifon of Acra, returned to Antioch. | 

_ Demetrius was hardly returned to his home, 
before Jonathan (encouraged by the yout © 
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had fo lately received) fent meffengers to him, 
requefting that, on his paying three hundred ta- 
Jents annually, he might be excufed from all tolls, 
taxes, and tributes under his government ; upon 
which Demetrius immediately fent away dif- 
patches to the following effect : 


« Demetrius the king greets bis brother Jonathan, 
and the reft of the Fewifb nation. 


«© You are hereby to underftand that we have 
sc written a letter to our crufty and well-beloved 
« coufin Lafthenes, a copy of which is herewith 
“«* cranfmitted. 


Demetrius the king, to his coufin Lafthenes, greeting. 


«© Such is the fenfe we entertain of the return 
that our friertds, the Jews, have, from time 
to time, made to our good will, that we are 
refolved to give ther fome diftinguifhing tefti- 
mony of our particular efteem and regard for 
their welfare. Wherefore we hereby com- 
mand that the governors of Aphareima, Lyd- 
da, and Ramatha, with all the lands dependent 
on thofe places, be affigned to the ufe of Ju- 
dea: and we exempt Jerufalem from all taxes 
heretofore paid to our anceftors, as well thofe 
called crown taxes, and on falt-pits, as thofe 
on corn and fruit ; and we command that, for 
the future, nothing of the kind be demanded. 
Take care that a copy of this letter be fent 
to Jonathan, and ler it be hung up in one of 
the moft confpicuous parts of the holy temple 
of Jerufalem.” 

Demetrius, being now in full and quiet pof- 
feffion of the throne, and having reafon to think 
he fhould not be interrupted by any enemies, 
difmifled his army without giving them their 
full pay, and retained in his fervice only a num- 
ber of mercenary troops, which had been col- 
lected in Crete and other adjacent iflands. This 
difcharge of the troops (and more efpecially 
without giving them their full pay for paft fer- 
vices) alienated the affections of the peopte, his 
anceftors having been accuftomed to keep them 
in pay in time of peace as well as war. 

In the mean time Jonathan was carrying on 
the fiege of the fortrefs of Acra; but finding 
himfelf not likely to reduce it, he fent an em- 
bafly to Demetrius, requefting him to withdraw 
the garrifon, it being out of his power to conquer 
them by force of arms. This, and much more, 
Demetrius promifed to do for Jonathan, pro- 
vided he would but fend him fome forces to re- 
duce the inhabitants of Antioch, who had taken 
up arms againft him. 

in compliance with this requeft Jonathan im- 
mediately difparched three thoufand of his 
choiceft men to the affiftance of Demetrius, 
who, arriving at Antioch juft as the people had 
beiet the palace with intent co murder the king, 
immediately fell on them with fire and fword, 
and having burnt a great part of the city, and 
lain about 100,000 of the inhabicants, they 
obliged the’ reft to have recourfe to the king’s 
clemency, and: fue for peace; after which De- 
Metrius fent back the troops to Jonathan,. with 
acknowledgments thatthe fubjugation of his 
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rebellious fubjeéts was entirely owing to their 
diftinguifhed valour. — 

But thefe fervices were foon forgot by Deme- 
trius, who, thinking he fhould not have any 
farther occafion to call in the affiftance of Jo- 
nathan, broke the agreement he had made in ex- 
empting him from the payment of the ufual 
taxes ; and (though he had received three hun- 
dred talents in lieu of them) threatened him 
with military execution, unlefs he fent the fame 
taxes and tributes which had been ufually paid by 
his predeceffors. 

Thefe threats Demetrius would have certainly 
carried into execution had it not been for the in- 
tervention of a very fingular and unexpected in- 
cident, which obliged him to employ his forces 
another way. One Tryphon (who had formerly 
ferved Alexander as governor of Antioch, but 
was laid afide in the reign of Demetrius) ob- 
ferving that the tyranny and oppreftion which 
was every where practifed, the difbanding the 
Syrian foldiers, and retaining only foreigners in 
pay, together with many other grievances under 
which the people laboured, had quite alienated 
their hearts, and made them ready for a general 
defection throughout the kingdom, he thought 
this the moft favourable opportunity of putting 
in practice a fcheme which he had long con- 
certed, namely, to advance himfelf to the throne 
of the Syrian empire. 

To this purpofe Tryphon went into Arabia, 
and getting young Antiochus (fon of the late 
Alexander) out of the hands of one Malchus, 
in whofe care he had been placed, he took him 
into Syria, and on his arrival there, tmmediately 
proclaimed him king. The difaffection of the peo-~ 
ple to Demetrius was fo great that not only all 

the foldiers whom he had difbanded, but like- 
wife others whom his ill conduét had made his 
enemies, flocked in great numbers to Tryphon, 
fo that he foon found himfelf at the head of a 
very confiderable army. Animated with this 
fuccefs he immediately marched againft, Deme- 
trius, when a fevere battle took place, which 
terminated in favour of Tryphon, the army of 
Demetrius being totally routed, great numbers 
killed, and himfelf obliged to fly into Cilicia 
for fafety. After the battle was over, Tryphon 
marched with his victorious army into Antioch, 
and immediately placed Antiochus on the throne, 
amidft the univerfal acclamations of the people. 

By the direction of Tryphon, together with 
the advice of his friends about him, Anttochus, 
foon after his acceffion, fent an embaffy to 
Jonathan, complimenting him with the title of 
friend and ally, confirming him in the office of 
-high-prieft, together with thofe places and digni- 
ties he had formerly held, and granting him many 
very diftinguifhed privileges. He likewife ap- 
pointed Simon, the brother of Jonathan, governor 
of all thofe parts of the country which reached 
from Tyre to the frontiers of Egypt. Thefe 
compliments and indulgences were highly pleaf- 
ing to Jonathan, who fent meffengers back to 
Antiochus and Tryphon, with affurance of his 
friendfhip, and that he would readily join them 
againft Demetrius as the common enemy. 

Fonathan having received a commiffion fram 
Antiochus ta raife forces, left Jerufalem, ‘and 

s F went 
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went into Syria and Phoenicia for that purpofe. 
‘When he cameto Afkalon he was réceived in 
great form by the people; who made him many 
valuable prefents, and whom he invited, as he 
had done thofe in the other cities through which 
he had. paffed; to give up Demetrius, and efpoufe 
the caufe of Antiochus; which requeft they unani- 
moufly agreed to. 

Joriathari having thus got over the people of 
Afkalon, and raifeda great number of forces inthe 
city, proceeded from thenceto Gaza, where he met 
with a quite different reception, for, contrary to 
his expectation, they fhut their gates againft him, 
and declared for Demetrius. In confequece of 
this Jonathan laid fiege to the place, and in 
order to terrify them into fubmiffion, fent a de- 
tachment of his forces to deftroy the adjoining 
towns and villages with fire and fword. The inhabi- 
tants of Gaza, having no reafon toexpect affiftance 
from Demetrius, and feeing nothing before them 
but deftruction, fent deputies to make fubmiffion 
to Jonathan, who received them in the moft 
friendly manner. He readily accepted the con- 
ditions they offered, and having received hoft- 
ages for the fulfilment of the fame, and fent 
them to Jerufalem, he quitted Gaza, and pro- 
ceeded with his forces towards Damafcus. 

In the mean time Demetrius had encamped 
with a large army near Cades, a place bordering 
on Tyre and Galilee, with a view of enticing 
Jonathan out of his way, and defeating him. 
But Jonathan continued his rout, leaving the care 
of Judea to his brother Simon, who, affembling 
together what forces he could, marched and at- 
tacked the ftrong fortrefs of Bethfura, then in 
poffeffion of the Partizans of Demetrius. The 
people of the garrifon, being apprehenfive they 
fhould all be put to the fword, 1equefted Simon’s 
permiffion to march unmolefted to Demetrius ; 
which he readily granted, and placed another 
garrifon of his own people in their ftead. 

By this time Jonathan had advanced with his 
forces, which he had greatly increafed on the 
way, as faras the plain of Nafor, where he en- 
camped unfufpicious of any danger; but Deme- 
trius, having notice of his firuation, difpatched 
one of his parties to lay in ambufh behind a 
mountain, while the main body advanced to at- 
tack Jonathan on the plain, As foon as Jona- 
than found himfelf thus befet, he gave the beft 
orders to his foldiers the fhortnefs of time would 
permit; but the Jews feeing the party of Deme- 
trius who were placed in ambush, and fearful of 
being furrounded by the enemy, the greater part 
of them threw down their arms, and precipitately 
fled. So general was the terror that only a very 
finall party remained with Jonathan, who were 

encouraged to ftand againft the enemy by means 
of their leader, together with the two captains, 
Mattathias, the fon of Abfalom, and Judas the 
fon of Calphi Thefe charged the front of the 
enemy in fo defperate a manner, that their lines 
were foon broke, which being feen by thofe who 
had defered from Jonathan, they :nmediately 
returned, and fell on with fuch fury, that Deme- 
trius’s army was entirely routed, no lefs than 3000 
being killed on the fpot, and the reft obliged to 
fave themfelves by a precipitate flight. 

After thus victory Jonathan returned to Jeru-. 
fatem, from whence he difpatched ambaffadors to 


THE 






HOLY BIBLE. .« Boog Iy. 


Rome to renew former alliances, giving them qj_ 
rections to come back by the way of Lacedemon 
on bufinefs of a fimilar nature. The Romans 
received the ambaffadors with the higheft ref 
and difmiffed them with letters, recommendin 
that a fafe paffage might be granted them by the 
potentates of every dominion through which 
they might have occafion to pafs. On their re. 
turn, they delivered the, following letter to the 
Lacedemonians. 


Jonathan, the bigk-prieht, and the elders of the nation, 
and the priefts, and the other people of the Sews, 
with the Lacedemonians their bretheren; Send 
greeting. 

<i = By a letter of very antient date from your 

ing Arcus to our high-prieft Onias (a copy 

“© of which we have enclofed) we find that we 

are nearly allied to youin blood; and by the 

teftimony we there gave to Arcus it appears 

‘© how happy we were in the ratification of fuch 

*« analliance. Now we would inform you that 

** we fhould, ere this time, have claimed your 

* friendfhip, but we left the honour of giving 

** the example to you. From the firft ratitica- 

tion of your friendfhip to the prefent time, we 

‘« have conftantly prayed to God that you might 

‘© live in heaith and profperity, and vanquith 

“© your foes. In all our diftreffes and misfor- 

*“ tunes from the malice of ambitious neigh- 

* bours, we have been cautious not to trouble 

*© you, or other allies: but Divine Providence 

** having put an end to our wars, and our affairs 

“ being more at eafe, we have difpatched Nume- 

“ nius, the fon of Antiochus and Antipater the 

‘© fon of Jafon (both men of honour and fenators} 

“© with letters to the Romans, and to yourfelves, 

‘© for renewing and ftrengthening the league of 

‘€ friendfhip between us. Return what an{wer 

“© youthink proper; but let us know how we 

“ may ferve you, that we may teftify our affection- 

ate regard by every means in our power.” 

A fhort time after the return of the ambafia- 

dors Jonathan, being informed that the forces of 

Demetrius (which were now greatly augmented) 

were advancing towards him, he haftened with all 

expedition to meet them at Amathis, being fully 
refolved, ifpoMible, to prevent their entrance into 

Judea. He encamped about fifty furlongs from 

the camp of Demetrius, from whence he fent {pies 

to difcover the defign of the enemy ; who, taking 
fome prifoners, learnt from them it was intended 
to furprize him in his encampment. In confe- 
quence of this intelligence Jonathan made every 
neceflary preparation for overthrowing the defigns 
of the enemy, by fixing centinels at the out-polts, 
and keeping his men under arms all night, pre- 
vioufly acquainting them with what was intended. 

In the mean time Demetrius’s commanders under- 

ftanding that their plan had been difcovered, were 

puzzled how to act, knowing themfelves too wea 

to make an open attack ; and therefore at length 
formed the refolution of decamping in the night, 
which they accordingly did, and covered their re- 
treat with a number of fires. At day. break Jona- 
than marched to attack them, when finding their 
camp abandoned, he purfued them with the utno 

expedition ; but thefe endeavours proved fruitlefs, 


the enemy having retreated to a fecure place be- 
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ond the river Eleutherus. In confequence of 
this Jonathan purfued his courfe to Arabia, where 
he plundered the country of the Nabatheans, 
took great numbers of their cattle; and made 
many of the inhabitants prifoners, whom he con- 
duéted to Damafcus, and there fold for flaves. ; 

In the mean time Simon proceeded with his 
forces through Judea and Paleftine to Afkalon, 
fortifying all the defenfible places he came to in 

his way. From Afkalon he went to Joppa, of 
which he foon made himfelf mafter and placed 
a proper gatrifon in it, to prevent its falling into 
the hands of Demetrius. ; 

Jonathan, and his brother Simon, having 
taken the neceflary meafures to prevent any in- 
jury from the enemy abroad,. returned to Jeru- 
‘falem, and the people, being fammoned to the 
temple by the high-prieft, he made a propofition 
to repair the walls of the city, fortify them with 
towers, and to cut off the communication be- 
tween the city and caftle by another wall: like- 
wife to put the whole country in a ftate of de- 
fence by placing proper garrifons in fuch parts 
of it as were thought beft for the fecurity of the 
people. This propofition being unanimofly ap- 
proved of, Jonathan took the care of the city 
upon himfelf, and committed the country de- 
partment to his brother Simon. 

During thefe tranfactions the treacherous and 
bafe Tryphon, who had no other views in getting 
young Antiochus into his hands than to anfwer 
Kis own wicked purpofes, was concerting the 
completion of his plan for poficiiing himfelf of 
the throne of Syria;.and he now refolved to 
make one bold puth for accomplifhing his wifhes. 
He knew that while Jonathan was in the intercit 
of Antiochus he could not poffibly execute his 
defign, and therefore the firft bufine!s was to cur- 
tail him of his power ; but as he was fenfible he 
could not do this by force, the only meature he 
had to Ay to was ftratagem. To this purpofe he 
went to Bafan, where, at his requeft, Jonathan 
met him with an army of 40,000 men. On his 
arrival, Tryphon made him many prefents and 
compliments, directed the officers of his own 
army to obey Jonathan as himfelf, and proceeded, 
with great artifice, from one fubtlety to another. 
At length he told Jonathan that, as the war was 
over, and Demetrius, from: his low condition, 

was no longer able to trouble him, he might 
difband his army, keeping only a proper body 
guard, and attend him to Ptolemais, which 
place, with all the adjacent towns, he was re- 
jolved to put into his poffeftion. 

Attracted by thefe arguments and promifes 
Jonathan difmiffed all his army except three 

thoufand men, two of which he left in Galilee, 
and went with Tryphon to Prolemais with the 
other thoufand. As foonas he liad entered the 
city the inhabitants, who had received previous 


initruétions from Tryphon how to .aé&, imme- | 


diately fhut the gates, killed his thoufand men, 
and made him prifoner. e.5 
Tryphon, having thus far fucceeded in his 
defign, difpatched a party of his army into Ga~ 
lilee, with orders to deftroy the two thoufand 
men which Jonathan had left in. that part of the 
country, Thefe, however, having received in- 
formation of the manner.in which Jonathan had 
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been treated at Prolemais, were preparéd to re- 
ceive them, and facing them in order to engage, 
fo intimidated them that they thought pro- 
per to avoid a battle, and returned to Prolemais 
without executing the bufinefs on which they 
were fent. 

When the inhabitants of Jerufalem heard of 
the imprifonment of Jonathan (for whom they 
had the higheft regard) and the maffacre of their 
brethren, they were greatly afflicted, and uni- 
verfal lamentations prevailed throughout the ci- 
ty. While he was their leader they had no fears, 
but now he was gone they were apprehentive 
of the utmoft danger from their enemies, whofe 
power they now thought it was impoffible for 
them to withftand. To diffipate thefe difagree- 
able apprehenfions, and to remove that gloom 
which not only hung on the minds but the coun- 
tenances of the people, Simon, having fum- 
moned them together for the purpofe, addreffed 
them in words to this effect: 

** It is unneceffary, friends and countrymen, 
‘© for me to fay that my father, brothers and my- 
«« felf, have been always ready to expofe our- 
«* felves for the common liberty: the defence of 
« Jaw and religion has been the bufinefs .of our 
*¢ family; nor am J fo loft to the authority of 
«* example as to think of preferving my life by 
‘¢ the forfeit of my honour. Seek not, there- 
‘© fore, for another commander, fince I am 
“« willing to lead you wherever great and glori- 
“ ous actions fhall callus. I count not my- 
¢ felf greater than my brethren, nor value my 
“« life more than they did theirs Never fhall 
“* it be faid that 1 have departed from the dig- 
‘© nity of my family. I have no doubt but God 
«will, by my hands, avenge you of your ene- 
* mies, deliver you, your wives and children, 
“« from thofe who opprefs you, and fecure the 
“holy temple from defilement.” 

This fpeech fo animated the people, and dif- 
pelled their fears, that they unanimofly exclaimed, 
«* Simon alone ought to fucceed his brothers 
*¢ Judas and Jonathan: Jet Simon be our general 
« and we will obey his commands.” Simon, 
being thus eleéted leader of the Jews, the firft 
ftep he took was, to order the walls of the city 
to be repaired and fortified; having done which 
he difpatched his friend Jonathan, the fon of 
Abfalom, to Joppa, to clear that town of its 
inhabitants, being fearful left they fhould deliv- 
erit into the hands of ,Tryphon. 

Soon after this Tryphon, at the head of a con- 
fiderable army, marched into Judea, having 
with him Jonathan as his prifoner. Simon, be- 
ing aware of his approach, headed his forces, 
and proceeded to meet him, which he did on 
a mountain that overlooked the plain near the 
city of Adidas As foon as Tryphon faw the 
Jewifh army, and underftood that Simon had 
been chofen their leader, he did not think pro- 
per to engage them, and therefore refolved, in- 
ftead of force, to endeavour to obtain his ends 
by ftratagem and deceit. To effe&tthis he dif- 
patched one of his principal officers to: Simon 
with a meffage to the following effect. “ That 
“* he had feized’ Jonathan only becaufe he owed 
* an hundred talents to the king; but that, in 
‘¢ cafe he would fend the money and Jonathan’s 

; two 
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<¢ two fons, to be hoftages for their father’s fi- 
«¢ delity, he would again fet him at liberty.” 

Simon had not the leaft doubt of there 
being a deception intended by this meffage; but 
he thought that, if he refufed the money as a 
ranfom, or the fons as hoftages, it might coft 
Jonathan his life, and that his death would con- 
fequently be imputed to him. He therefore fum- 
moned a council of the priacipal people, to 
whom he intimated his fufpicion of treachery ; 
but at the fame time obferved, that he thought 
it would be moft proper to fend both the young 
men and the money, as otherwife the people 
might think him indifferent with refpect to 
his brother’s fafety. This being unanimoufly 
agreed to the hoftagesand money were fent to 
to Tryphon, who, inftead of fulfilling his agree- 
ment by delivering up Jonathan, retained both 
him andtons. He then marched with his army 
to different parts of the country, and would have 
ravaged and laid wafte the principal places in 
his way, had it not been for Simon, who watched 
his motions fo clofely as to prevent his carrying 
his defigns into execution. 

At length Tryphon arrived with his army at 
Adora, a city of Idumea,. where he received 
intelligence that the garrifon of Acra were in 
great want of provifions, and that they earneftly 
requefted he would immediately go to their af- 
fiftance. In confequence of this Tryphon or- 
dered his horfe to march early the next morning 
to Jcrufalem; but fo deep a fnow feil in the 
night, that there was no pofiibility of his com- 
mands being executed. He therefore returned 
to Coelo- Syria, and paffed through Galaad, near 
the city of Bafcama, where he bafely caufed 
Jonathan and his two fons to be put to death. 

Tryphon, thinking there was not any thing 
now to obftruét his main defign, proceeded to 
Antioch, where-he had not been long before he 
caufed young Antiochus to be privately mour- 
dered, giving it out that he loft his life by an 
accident which happened in his exercifes. This re- 
port being credited, Tryphon, by his artifices and 
deceit, fo wrought on the. minds of the people, 
that they unanimoufly chofe him for their king, 
and immediately placed him on the Syrian 
throne. 

In the mean time Simon was returned to Je- 
rufalem, where hearing of his brother Jonathan’s 
death, and that he was buried at Bafcama in the 
land of Galaad, he fent for his remains, which 
he depofited in his father’s fecpulchre at 
Modin, and ordered a general mourning to be 
held on the occafiion. He afterwards erected 
a ftately monument over the fcpulchre, the whole 


gr 


“ This edifice, be'ng erected on an eminence, was con- { 


fpicuous a confiderable diftance at fea;i'and, on that coat, 


was particularly noticed as a good fea-mank, Adjoining to ' 


the monument Simon placed feven pyramids, two for his 
father and mother, four his brethren, and‘ the feventh for 
himfelf, and then encompaffed-the whole with a ftately por- 
tico fapported. by marble pillars, cach of ane entize piece, 
and an which, were engraved fhips, and: arms, with other 
military enfigns. perphe tells us, thay the whole of this 
fabric was entire in his days, and that ie was confidered as a 
very curious and excellent piece of arehieecture. Enfebius 
likewifa reantions it, and fays that it was comple:e in his 
time, which was two hundred years after the death of Jo- 
dJephus. 
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of which was.of white marble poltthed, and curi- 
oufly wrought with a variety of figures*. 

When Simon heard of the death of Anticohus. 
and the treachery of the bafe ufurper Tryphon he 
fent to Demetrius, (who was then at Laodicea in 
Phrygia) a crown of gold, and ambaffadars to treat 
with him on terms of peace and alliance. The 
king granted to Simon a confirmation of the 
High-Priefthood and principality, and to the 
people a releafe of all taxts, tolls and tributes 
on condition that they would join with him 
againft the ufurper Tryphon. In confequence 
of this treaty, by which Simon was made 
fovereign prince of Judea, and the land freed 
from all foreign yoke, the Jews, from this time, 
inftead of dating their inftruments and contracts 
by the years of the Syrian king’s (as hitherto 
they had done) dated them by the years of Sj- 
mon and his fucceffors. 

_ Being thus fully invefted with fovereign autho- 
rity, and freed from all foreign wars, Simon 
took a progrefs through Judea, to infpedct the 
moft material parts, and to fupply what was 
moft wanted for the fecurity of the whole. He 
repaired all thofe fortifications that were decayed, 
and ereéted new ones in fuch places as he thought 
necefflary. He likewife reduced feveral cities 
pofieffed by the heathens in different parts, par- 
ticularly Gazara, and Jamnia, and having routed 
the inhabitants, placed fome of his own people 
in their ftead. On his return he would have 
laid fiege to the fortrefs of Acra, had not the 
garrifon (from their great diftrefs for want of 
provifions) readily furrendered the place. In con- 
fequence of this Simon, wifely confidering how 
much the city of Jerufalem had been injured by 
that citadel, pulled it down to the ground, that 
it eM no longer be a retreat for the feditious 
and faétious ; and, to prevent its being rebuilt, 
he levelled the hillon which it was fituated, fo 
that there was now no eminence left about Jeru- 
falem, except the Mount on which flood the 
temple. 

In the mean time the bafe and perfidious Try- 
phon, having poffeffed himfelf of the throne of 
Syria, began to difplay that turpitude of heart by 
which he had been diftinguithed while in a private 
character. His point was no fooner gained than 
he threw off the mafk, and proved that the 
name of Tryphon (which fignifies a defolate 
wretch) was an epithet he juftly merited. His 
difpofitton and conduct preved fo difagreable to 
the foldiers in particular, that they deferted in 
great numbers, and fled to Cleopatra, the wife 
of Demetrius +, who was at this time in retire- 
ment With her children in Seleucia, while Anti- 

ochus 





+ Demetrius was at this time a prifoner in Parthia. After 
retreating from the army of the Jews under jonathan, be 
went into Mefopatamia, propofing to ravage that country, 
and reduce Babylon: His plan was to fx the feat of war in 
the upper provinces, the Greek and. Macedonian inhabitants 
of which had invited him-thither, witlr promifes of © i 
ence, and offers of affiftance, apainit-Arioces, lking, of Par- 
thia. Encouraged hereby, and thigking thas afeer be had 
t it would be no dificult. matter t0 
drive Tryphon out of Syria, he accepted their offers, a8 
marching into their country, was chearfully received by 2 
large army, at the head. of which he attached Arfaces, whe 
totally routed: him, took him prifoner, and deftroyed o¢ 
greater part of his forces. , 
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ochus (the brother of Demetrius) wasin an ob- 
Icure fituation in Crete. 

Cleopatra, encouraged by the advice of her 
friends, and the appearance of the foldiers who 
had deferted from Tryphon, as well as urged by 
the fears fhe had left the people of Seleucia 
fhould deliver up the place to the ufurper, dif- 
patched a mefienger to Antiochus, offering him 
the crown of Syria if he would but come and 
join his intereft with her’s againft Tryphon. 
This offer Antiochus readily accepted, and foon 
after arriving in Syria, the people flocked to him 
in fuch prodigious numbers that he foon found 
himfelf at the head of a very confiderable army. 
With thefe forces he marched againft Tryphon, 
conquered him in batde, drove him from Syria 
ro Phoenicia, and arJength pent him up in the 
{trong fortrefs of Adora. Antiochus carried on 
the fiege for fome time, till at length Tryphon 
made his efcape, and after flying from one place 
to another, endeavoured to fhelter himfelf in 
Apamea, his place of nativity, but an univerfal 
difguft prevailing againft him among the inha- 
bitants, they feized him and put him to death. 
This put an end to his ufurpation, and Anti- 
ochus became fully poffeffed of his brother's 
throne*. 

Antiochus, previous to his going into Syria on 
the late expedition, in order to get Simon over 
to his intereft, had written a letter to him, in 
which he made him many grants, and promifed 
the moft diftinguifhed privileges to the Jews 
fhould he fucceed in his enterprize. But no 
fooner was he fettled on the throne than he for- 
got all the promifes he had made, and fent am- 
baffadors to Simon, demanding him to deliver 
up Joppa and Gazara, with feveral other places, 
or otherwife immediately to remit him a thou- 
fand talents of filver. 

Simon, thinking thefe conditions too unrea- 
fonable, pofitively refufed to comply with either; 
upon which Antiochus fent an army, under the 
command of his general Cendebeus, to enforce 
them, giving him orders, if Simon perfifted in 
his difobedience, to ravage the country of Ju- 
dea, and bring him prifoner to Antioch. 

The thoughts of this bafe perfidy in Anti- 
ochus fo irritated Simon that, though now far 
advanced in years, he, with a juvenile courage, 
made the neceffary preparations for giving Cen- 
debeus a warm reception. laving gathered 
together his forces he difpatched two divifions of 
them before under the command of two of his 
ions Judas and John (the latter of whom was af- 


gre ean ethan 


” After Antiochus obtained the crown of Syria, he re- 
ceived the additional name of Sidetes, from his being re- 
markably fond of the diverfion of hunting, the word Si- 
detes, in the Syrian language, fignifying, the Hunter. 

t+ The Author of the firft Book of Maccabees, in the 
encomiums he beftows on Simon, tells us, that he Jought the 
00d of the nation in every thing, fo that bis authority always 
Pleafed them well: that, during his adminiftration, whilit 
Syria, and other neighbouring kingdoms, were almoft de- 
froyed by wars, the Jews lived quietly, every man under his 
Own vine and fig-tree, enjoying withont fear. the fruits of 
their labours, and beholding with pleafure the flourifhing 
fate of their country. Their trade was increafed by the 
veluction of Joppa and other maritime places ; their terri- 
‘ors enlarged ; their armies well difciplined ; their towns 


33 


From the BABYLONISH CAPIivITYs £0 the Bint of Curist. 


393 


terwards called Hyrcants) while himfelf took a 
circle with the main body of the army, planting 
ambufcades in different parts of the country. 
As foon as Judas and his brother, with their 
refpective forces appeared, Cendebeus’s army 
fled, which being feen by Simon and the ambuf- 
caders, they all purfued them together; and the 
enemy, not chufing to face about, or make any 
attempt to defend themfelves, the greateft parc 


of them were put to the fword. 


After this victory Simon renewed his alliance 
with the Romans, and continued in peace till 
the eighth year of his government, when he was 
barbaroufly murdered by the treachery of his 
fon-in law Ptolemy, whom he had appointed go- 
vernor of the plains of Jericho. This execra- 
ble villain, who was rich and ambitious, had 
laid a defign for ufurping the government of 
Judea to himfelf; but this could not well be 
done without the deftruction of Simon and his 
family. As Simon, therefore, with two of his 
fons (Judas and Mattathias) were making a pro- 
grefs through the cities of Judea, when they 
came to Jericho, Prolemy invited them to an 
entertainment which he had prepared for them in 
a caftle of his own building: but while they 
were drinking and making merry, he canfed not 
only them, but likewife all their attendants, to 
be affaffinated. Having thus far fucceded in his 
defign, the treacherous and bafe Prolemy dif 
patched a party to Gazara, where at that time 
John Hyrcanus (Simon’s third fon) refided, with 
orders to put him to death. It luckily happened 
that Hyrcanus had heard of the fate of his fa- 
ther and brethren, and had received intelligence 
of Prolemy’s farther defign of cutting him off. 
He was therefore prepared to receive his in- 
tended murderers, and on their arrival at Gazara, 
had them immediately difpatched, after which 
he retired for fafety to the city of Jerufalem. 

When the fate of Simon was known ‘at Jeru- 
falem, Hyrcanus was declared high-prieft and 
prince of the Jews in the place of his father, 
whofe death was univerfally lamented, and a 
general mourning throughout the whole country 
was obferved on the melancholy occafion ft. 

With refpeét to the bafe and perfidious Pro- 
lemy we have no farther account of him in any 
hiftory, except that written by the celebrated 
Jofephus, who gives us the following relation. 
That after the murder of his father-in-law Si- 
mon, he feized his wife and two of her children, 
and with them betook himfelf to the caftle of 
Dagon in the neighbourhood of Jericho. As 
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and fortreffes well garrifoned ; their religion and liberties 
fecured ; their land freed from heathen enemies and Jewith 
apoftates ; and their friendfhip courted by all the nations 
about them, even by the Romans and Lacedemonians. He 
obferves farther, that this Simon was no Iefs zealous for the 
fervice of God, in extirpating apoftacy, fuperttition, idola- 
try, and every thing elfe that was contrary to thé laws of 
God: that he was a great proteétor of the true Ifraelites, 
and a friend to the poor ; and that he reftored the fervice of 
the temple to its antient fplendor. It is not therefore to be 
wondered at that the fewifh Sanhedrim fhould think no dig- 
nity or ‘honour while he lived, nor no grief or lamentation 
when he was dead, too great for a man of fuch diftinguifhed 
merit. 
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foon as Hyrcanus underftood the place to which 
he had retreated he immediately marched thither 
and laid fiege to it. In the profecution of this 
enterprize the greateft difficulty Hyrcanus had 
to furmount was, a natural tendernefs towards 
‘his mother and brethren, whom Prolemy caufed 
to be whipped, and otherwife publickly tor- 
mented, on the battlements, threatening to 
throw them down unlefs he immediately raifed 
the fiege. This terrible menace abated the re- 
folution of Hyrcanus, who thought that if he 
profecuted his defign, the confequence would be 
an aggravation of cruelty to his relations. Flis 
mother, obferving his embarraffinent, called 
aloud, urging him not to confider the fufferings 
of herfelf and fons, but to avenge the injury his 
family had received, and expreffed a willingnefs 
to expire under the moft excruciating torments, 
on condition that the barbarous and unnatural 
tyrant Ptolemy fhould meet with a punifhment 
proportioned to the enormity of his guilt. This 
inftance of generofity and fortitude animated 
Hyrcanus to make a vigorous affault ; but ob- 
ferving that in proportion to the force he exerted 
for reducing the fort, additional cruelty was ex- 
ercifed upon his mother, and his defire of re- 
venge yie!ding to filial tendernefs, the fiege was 
protraéted till the coming on of the fabbatical 
year, wherein the Jews were obliged to reft ; fo 
that Prolemy, by thefe means, being delivered 
from the war and the fiege (after having flain 
the mother and brothers of Hyrcanus) with- 
drew to the tyrant Zeno, furnamed Cotyla, 
who, at that time, had ufurped to himfelf the 
government of Philadelphia. 

As foon as Antiochus heard of the deaths of 
Simon and his fons, he refolved. to make one 
bold attempt, which was, to reduce the whole 
body of the Jews, and make them fubjec&t to 
the government of the Syrian empire. Too ef- 
fe& this he marched, at the head of a confide- 
rable army, into Judea, and having committed 
great devaftation in various parts of the country, 
at length obliged Hyrcanus to fhut himfelf up 
in Jerufalem. Antiochus immediately laid fiege 
to the place, which he encompaffed by dividing 
his forces into feven bodies. The fiege was car- 
ried on with great refolution, and the defence of 
the place gallantly fupported, for fome time, till 
at length Hyrcanus, being diftreffed for want of 
provifions for fo great a number of people as 
was then in the city, fent a meffenger to Antio- 
chus to fue for peace. Antiochus returned for 
anfwer, that he would readily comply with his 
requeft, provided he agreed to the following 
conditions; namely, that the befieged fhould 
deliver up their arms ; that Jerufalem fhould be 
difmantled ; that tribute fhould be paid to the 
king for Joppa,.and the other towns which were 
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t It is to be obferved that Antiochus’s forces (which 
amounted in number to near 400,000) being difperfed_ all 
over the country,-were quartered at too great a diltance-from 
each other to be able, in any moderate time, to gather to- 
gether in a body ;. and as they had grievoufly oppreffed the 
people in all places where they lay, the inhabitants took the 
advantage of this their difpofition, and formed a confpiracy, 
at one and the fame time, to fall upon them in feveral quar- 
ers, and cut their throats. ‘This confpiracy was accordingly 
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held by the Jews out of, Judea and laftly, thar, 
a garrifon of Syrians fhould be conftantly kep: 
in Jerufalem. Hyrcanus agreed to all thefe ar. 
tieles, except the laft, to which he objeéed on 
account of the great inconvenience that muft 
take place from the mixing of ftrangers; but to 
compound for this matter, he offered to pay 
Antiochus five hundred talents, three hundred 
down, and to give hoftages for the payment of 
the other two in a reafonable time. Antiochus, 
accepting of this offer, and the treaty being con- 
cluded, Hyrcanus invited him and his army into 
the city, when he gave them a fplendid and moft 
magnificent reception, and, before his departure, 
formed an alliance with him, engaging to give 
him fuch affiftance as.laid in his power whenever 
it fhould be demanded. 

It was not long after this before Hyrcanus was 
called upon to fulfil hisengagement. Antiochus 
had formed the refolution of refcuing his bro- 
ther Demetrius from the hands of Phraortes, 
king of Parthia, who had long detained hima 
prifoner; but thinking his own forces too weak 
for fuch an enterprize, he fent to Hyrcanus, re- 
quefting him to come immediately, with a body 
of troops, to his affiftance. ; 

In confequence of this requeft Hyrcanus, who 
was a man of the ftriéteft honour, immediately 
left Jerufalem, and marched, at the head of a 
confiderable army, to Antioch. On his arrival 
there, the two armies, having formed a con- 


junction, proceeded on the intended enterprize, 


each under the command of their refpective 
leaders; and fuch was their fuccets that they de- 
feated the Parthians in three pitched battles, and 
recovered Babylonia, Medea, and feveral other 
provinces, that had formerly belonged to the 
Syrian empire. 

After thefe fucceffes Antiochus, thinking 
himfelf fufficiently ftrong, and that he fhould 
have no farther occafion for the affiftance of 
Hyrcanus, difmiffed him, who accordingly re- 
turned with his forces to Jerufalem. Antiochus, 
however, refolved to continue with his army in 
the enemy’s country during the winter, that he 
might be ready to compleat his conquefts the 
enfuing fpring. But this refolution proved fa- 
tal both to him and his people ; for the inhabi- 
tants of the country having entered into a gene- 
ral confpiracy, they unexpectedly rofe in one 
night throughout the country, and falling on 
the army of Antiochus, put the greater part ol 
them to the fword, the king himfelf falling a- 
mong the flain f. 

In the mean time Demetrius, being fet at li- 
berty by Phraortes, returned to Syria, and, on 
his brother’s death, recovered the kingdom. 
He did not, however, long enjoy the pofieliion 
of the fovereignty, for he governed in fo Bey 
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carried into execution with fuccefs, and when Antiochus, 
with the forces he had about him, haftened to the affiftance 
cf the quarters that were near him, he was overpowed and 
flain; fo that out of his numerous army very few efeaped. 
Phraortes, however, (who was then king of Parthia) cafe 
the body of Antiochus to be taken from among the dea, 
and having put it into a coffin, fentit to Antioch, in ord 
that he might be honourably interred in the fepulca: + of }* 
ancelftors, , 
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‘cal a manner, and purfued fuch vicious and 
BA practices, ae he became univerfally de- 
tefted ‘by the people, who, uniting in a confede- 
racy againft him, fent proper meffengers to Pro- 
lemy Phyfcon, king of Egypt, requefting that 
he would fend to them a defcendant of the houfe 
of Seleucus, whom they would immediately in- 
velt with the fovereignty. __ ; 

Prolemy; who was no friend to. Demetrius, 
readily complied with the requeft of the Syrians, 
to whom he fent Alexander, furnamed Zabina 
(who pretended to be the fon of the late Alex- 
ander) attended by a very confiderable army. 
In confequence of this a defperate battle took 
place between Alexander and Demetrius, the 
jatter of whom being defeated, fled to Prole- 
mais, where Cleopatra his wife then refided. He 
made no doubt of finding protection here, but 
foon found himfelf miftaken, for, on his arrival, 
he was denied entrarice into the city: Thus dif- 
appointed he betook himfelf for refuge to Tyre, 
where, falling into the hands of his enemies, 
they firft made him a prifoner, and then puthim 
to death. 

Alexander Zabina, on the defeat and death of 
Demetrius, afcended the throne of Syria; but 
he did not long enjoy this high dignity, for Pro- 
lemy Phyfcon (expecting that he fhould hold 
itin homage from him, which the other refufed 
to do) refolved to pull him down as precipitate- 
ly as he had fet him up. To effect this he mar- 
ried his daughter Tryphosna to Antiochus Gry- 
phus, the fon of the late Demetrius, whom he 
furnithed with a confiderable army to oppofe Za- 
bina. Antiochus immediately marched into Sy- 
ria, and after demolifhing feveral principal places 
in his way, met Zabina at the head of his forces, 
whom he attacked with great refolution, killed 
prodigious numbers of his men, and obliged the 
reft to fave themfelves by a precipitate fight. 
Zabina being among the flain, the conqueror 
marched with his victorious army to Antioch, 
where, not meeting with any oppofition, he took 
immediate poffeffion of the Syrian throne. _ 

During thefe difturbances and revolutions in 
Syria, Hyrcanus took the opportunity not only 
of enlarging his own territories, but of fhaking 
off the Syrian yoke likewife, and making him- 
felf wholly independent. He took feveral ci- 
ties which were unprovided with garrifons, owing 
to the great draughts of men made by the _ kings 
of Syria for their foreign expeditions. He fub- 
dued Sichen, the principal feat of the Samari- 
tans, and deftroyed their temple at Mount Ge- 
tezim, which Sanballat had built in compliment 
to his fon-in-law Manaffeh, the brother of Jad- 
dus the high-prieft. He likewife reduced the 
principal cities in Idumea, and prevailed on the 
people of the country to become profelytes to 
the Jewith religion, fo that from: thenceforward 
they were incorporated into the fame church and 
Nation, and, in time,-loft the name of Idumeans, 
or Edomites. 





* At this period the Jews were divided into three fects, 
talled Pharifees, Sadducees, and Effenes. The opinion of 
the Pharifees was, that, in fome initances, mem were left to 
their own will, and in others, over-ruled by a particular fate. 
The Sadducees held that 2 man’s condition was in all- cafes 
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After Hyrcanus had poffeffed himfelf of thefe 
places, and had made the neceffary regulations 
for the fecurity of them in future, he returned 
to Jerufalem, from whence he dilpatched am- 
baffadors to Rome to renew the league which his 
father Simon had made with the Sneate. By 
thefe ambaffadors he complained that the late 
Antiochus Sidetes had made war upon the Jews, 
contrary to What the Romans had, in their be- 
half, decreed in that league; that the Syrians 
had taken from them feveral cities, and made 
them become tributary for others, and had Jike- 
wile forced them to 2 difhonourable peace by be- 
fieging Jerufalem. 

The Senate received the ambaffadors with the 
moftt diftinguithed refpect, and after having heard 
the complaint of Hyrcanus againft the Syrians, 
decreed as follows: That whatever had been 
done againft the Jews, fince the time of the 
late treaty with Simon, fhould be all null and 
void; that all the places, which had either been 
taken from thems or made tributary by the Sy+ 
rians, fhould be reftored, and made free from 
all homage, tribute, and other fervices: thar, 
for the future, the Syrian kings fhould have no 
right to march their armics through the Jewifh 
territories ; that, for all the damages, which 
the Syrians had done the Jews, reparation fhould 
be made them; and that ambaffadors fhould be 
fent from Rome to fee this decree pur in exe- 
cution, 

Thus was the alliance between Hyrcanus and 
the Romans renewed in the mot ample manner, 
and by which the Jews obtained more advan- 
tageous privileges than they had ever enjoyed 
fince they become fubjeét to the Syrian mo- 
narchy. ; 

A fhort time after this Hyrcanus fent his two 
fons, Ariftobulus and Antigonus, to lay fiege to 
Samaria. Though they were both very young, 
yet they fet about the bufinefs with the judgment 
of experienced warriors, and in the profecution 
of it difplayed the greateft courage and mag- 
nanimity. The Samaritans defended the place 
with fuch refolution, that the fiege continued 
for a whole year, at the clofe of which the be- 
fieged, being diftreffed for want of provifions, 
and having no reafon to expect relief from any 
quarter, furrendered. In confeguence of this’ 
Hyrcanus gave orders that the place fhould bé 
totally demolithed, which was accordingly done; 
after which he caufed trenches to be dug in va- 
rious parts acrofs the ground where it ftood, that 
it might not be afterwards rebuilt. 

The deftruction of Samaria was the laft a&t 
of an hoftile nature committed by Hyrcanusy 
who enjoyed the remainder of his life in full 
quiet from all foreign wars: but, towards the 
conclufion of it, he met with fome trouble from 
the Pharifees, a prevailing fet among the Jews *. 
The popularity of thefe people was fo great,: 
from their pretences to extraordinary ftriétnefs 
in religion, that they had obtained the moft 

diftinguifhed 
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determined by his own condu@, without any interference of 
the deity; while the Effenes contended that an irrevocable fate 
over-ruied every adtion. In the coatentions between thefe 
fe&ts, the Sadducees were fupported by the people of qua> 
litv and wealth, and the Pharifecs by the multitade. 
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diftinguifhed reputation and intereft among the 
multitude, whofe conduct they could direét even 
in oppofition to the fentiments of the high-prieft 
and the heads of the nation.. 

This gave fome uneafinefs to Hyrcanus, who 

having been educated among the Pharifees, and 
being fearful left their popularity might, in time, 
produce fome difagreeable confequences, ufed 
variqus means to gain their efteem and affection. 
Among other meatures to effect this, he one day 
invited feveral of their leading men to a fplendid 
entertainment; and when his hofpitality had 
caufed a circulation of good humour, he arofe 
from his feat, and addreffed them in words to 
this effect: Since (fays he) that I profeds 
« your principles, it is {carely neceffary to ob- 
ferve, my friends, that my moft fanguine with 
is, to render myfelf acceptable to the Ahnigh- 
ty, by obferving a {trict juftice to my neigh- 
bour. If I have violated my duty, it is your 
bufinefs to admonifh me, and it fhall be mine 
to effect a reformation of my conduct.” 
As foon as Hyrcanus had finifhed his addrefs, 
the greater part of the company refpectively 
praifed him for his adminiftration, and gave him 
all the encomiums due to a brave man and wor- 
thy governor. But one of the company, named 
Eleazar, a man of a malignant difpofition, and 
who had hitherto been filent, rifing from his 
chair, deliberately addreffed Ifyrcanus as fol- 
lows: ‘ Having declared yourfelf an advocate 
** for truth and plain-dealing, you cannot be 
“ offended if I recommend a refignation of the 
“ high-priefthood, and that you apply yourfelf 
“only to the difcharge of your civil autho- 
rity.” 

Surprized at this, Hyrcanus afked Eleazar 
what reafon he had for giving him fuch advice: 
“© Becaufe (faid he) we are aflured, from the tef- 
“* timony of the Antients among us, that your 
“¢ mother was a captive taken in the wars, and 
“© being, therefore the fon of a {trange woman, 
you are incapable of the office and dignity 
of high-priett. 

As this allegation was known to be totally 
void of truth, the company refented it with a 
juft indignation. Hyrcanus, in particular, was 
fo exafperated, that he vowed revenge againit 
the perton who had uttered fo bafe a calumny. 
While he was in this difpofition, one Jonathan, 
an intimate friend of his ‘but a zealous Saddu- 
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cee) took the opportunity of endeavouring io 
fet Hyrcanus againft the whole fect of the Pha- 
rifees, and to bring him over to that of.the Sag- 
ducees. To effect this he fuggefted to him that 
it was not the fingle aét of Eleazar, but a thing 
concerted by the whole party ; that Eleazar, in 
{peaking it out, delivered the fentiments of the 
reft; and that the truth of his obfervation 
would be confirmed on demanding what pu- 
nifhment was due to the man who had uttered 
fo vile a falfehood, and had flandered the prince 
and high-prieft of his nation. 

Hyrcanus took the advice of his friend Jona- 

than, and confulting the leaders of the Phari- 
fees what punifhment fhould be inflicted on the 
calumniator, they returned for anfwer, « thar 
“ being a people difpofed to mercy, they did 
not adjudge defamation to be an offence de. 
ferving death, and that they were of Opinion 
imprifonment and whipping would be fuffici- 
ent punifhment.” 
This anfwer fully convinced Hyrcanus that: 
what Jonathan had fuggefted was true, and from 
that very moment he became a mortal enemy to 
the whole feét of the Pharifees. He immedi- 
ately abrogated their traditional conftitutions, 
and enjoined a penalty on all who fhould obferve 
them ; at the fame time renouncing their party, 
and going over to that of the Sadducees. 

Having quelled this diffention, Hyrcanus en- 
joyed the remaining part of his life in uninter- 
rupted peace and happinefs ; after having had 
the adminiftration of all public affairs, both in 
church and ftate, for the fpace of twenty-nine 
years, he paid the debt of nature, leaving the 
high-priefthood and fovereignty to his eldett fon 
Judas Ariftobulus, who was the firft that took 
upon him ; in a formal manner, the title of king 
(by putting a diadem on his head) fince the Ba- 
bylonifh Captivity. 

Tiyrcanus was a moft excellent governor, and 
from his prudent management, obtained more 
privileges to the Jews than they had ever en- 
joyed fince their captivity by the Babylonians. 
He was a ftrict preferver of juftice, a man of 
diftinguifhed probity and virtue, and directed 
his conduct with fuch prudence and impartiality 
in all matters of a public nature, that he juftly 
acquired the general efteem of the people whom 
he governed ; fo that he lived refpeéted, and 
died lamented. 
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Ariftobulus furceeds his father Tyrcanus in the government of Fudea. He imprifons bis mother and 
three of bis brethren, the former of whom be caufes to be fiarved to death. He makes war with 
the Itureans, whom be fubdues, and brings over to the Fewifh religion. He caufes bis brother 
Antigonus to be put to death, the refiedtion of which, added to the murder of bis mother, fo affects 
bis mind and body that he dies miferably, after baving reigned only one year. He is fucceeded by 
his brother Alexander Fanneus, who releafes bis other two brothers from confinement, the elder of 
whom be caufes to be put to death. He lays fiege to Ptolemais, but abandons the enterprize. Ue 
enters into treaty with Peslemy Lathyrus, the expelled king of Egypt, but proving perfidious, Pto- 
lemy enzages bis army, defeats him, and lays wafte a great part of his tervitories. He forms an 
alliance with Cleopatra (the mother of Ptolemy) queen of Egypt. He marches into Calo-Syria, and 
tekes Gadara, wito the fortrefs of Amathus, but is afterwards defeated by Theodorus, the fon of 
Zeno, prince of Philadelphia. He lays fizge to Gaza, which, by she ireachery of Lyfamachus, be 
reduces, puts all the inbabitants to the fword, and totally deftroys the place. He returns to Sferu- 
fale, and is infulted by his fubjcéts, who enter into an open rebellion againft bim. He marches 
arainft the Armimonites and Moabites, wham be fubdues, and makes them become tributary. He is 
capitally defeated by one Theccs, an drabian princes and narrowly efcapes with his life. A civil 
war takes place between him and his fubjetts, the latter of whom apply to Demetrius Eucherus, king 
cf Damafcus, for afiftance. Demetrius accordingly enters Judea with a confiderable army, and en- 
gaging Alexandcr obtains a compleat vidiory, Alexander flies, with bis feattered forces, to the moun- 
tains for fafety, where, being joined by a great number of thofe Jews who were in arms againft Lint 
under Demetrius, the latter, fearful that the reft may do the like, retires into Syriav Alexander, 
paving taken eight hundred of his revellious fabjekts, prifoners. carries thei to Serufalem, where be orders 
them all to be crucified, and their wives and childres maffacred before their faces. He dies at the Siege 
of Ragaba, but, previous to his death, yives a political piece of advice to bis queen, who, in con- 


fequence thereof, is afterwards fcttled in the fupreme government of the nation. 


O* the death of Hyrcanus, his eldeft fon {} with the Iturans *, and having fubdued the 


Ariftobulus fucceeded him both in the 


high-priefthood and fovereignty, and, putting a |} 
diadem on his head, affumed the title and dig- |: 


nity of king. He was naturally of a very cruel 
and fufpicious difpofition, and therefore began 
his reign with aéts that would have been difgrace- 
ful to the bafeft of human beings. He had, in- 
deed, a particular regard for his next brother, 
whofe name was Antigonus, and therefore ad- 
mitted him to fome fhare in the government ; 
but his mother, whom he confidered as his rival 
in the fovereignty (Hyrcanus having bequeathed 
to her all that was in his power to leave) he 
ordered into clofe confinement, and his three 
younger brethren (for Hyrcanus had five fons 
in all) he configned to the fame fate. So hor- 
ridly cruel and unnatural was he, that he actual- 
ly ftarved his mother to death in the prifon he 
had placed her, and (as will appear herea(ter) from 
fume malignant and groundlefs infinuations, facri- 
ficed the life of his favourite brother Antigonus. 
A thort time after Ariftobulus had been feated 
an the throne of Judea, he engaged in a war 





* The country of Irurea, where thefe people dwelt, was 
4 part of Celo-Syria, fituated to the north-eatt of Judea, and 
“ying between the inheritance of the half tribe of Manaffch 
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greater part of the country, he compelled the 
inhabitants to become profelytes to the Jewiflr 
religion, in the fame manner as his father had 
done to the Idumeans. While he was on this 
expedition he was taken exceeding ill, and being 
obliged to return to Jerufalem, left his brother 
Antigonus in Iturea, with orders fally to com- 
pleat the bufinefs he had fo fuccefsfully begun. 
Antigonus ftrictly obeyed his. brother’s orders, 
and, after thoroughly compleating the work,- 
returned in triumph to Jerufalem, juaft ar che 
time when the people were celebrating the Feaft 
of the Fabernacles os 

As foon as Antigonus entered the city the firft 
thing he did was to enquire after the welfare of 
his brother ; and underftanding that he was {till 
excecding ill, he tmmediately repaired to the 
temple, attended by his guards (all of whom, 
as well as himfelf were drefféd in armour juft as 
they had come from the wars againft the Ithurz- 
ans) in order to fupplicate heaven for the refto- 
ration of hts brother’s health. 

This being made known fo the enemies of 


Antigonus, 
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beyond the river Jordan, and: the territories of Damalcus. 
Philip, one of Herod's fons, was tetrarch of Iturea when St,’ 
John the Baptitt firit entered upon his publit iiniftry. 
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Antigonus, (among whom his fifter-in-law the 
queen was one of the moft inveterate) they im- 
mediately repaired to the king, telling him, it 


was high time to look to himfelf; that his bro- - 


ther was gone into the temple in a drefs far 
from becoming a private man ; and that, in all 
probability, it would not be long before he 
would come with a troop of his armed foldiers, 
and, by force of arms, diveft him of the fo- 
vereignty. 

Arifttobulus did not give credit to all that was 
reported concerning his brother, but fuppofing 
there to be fome foundation for a part, he 
determined to provide for his own fatety. 
He immediately fent a meffenger to his bro- 
ther, with orders that he fhould put off 
his armour, and come to him, concluding 
that if, purfuant to his orders, he came un- 
armed, there was no mifchief intended; but 
that, if he did otherwife there might be fome- 
thing in what had been fuggefted to him. Asa 
neceflary precaution, however, before he dif- 
patched the meffenger to Antigonus he placed 
his guards in a fubterrancous paffage that led 
from the palace to the temple, and through 
which his brother was to come to the king’s 
apartment, ordering them, that if they faw him 
unarmed they fhould let him pafs, but if other- 
wife, they fhould inftantly fall on him and put 
him to death. 

Thefe orders being given in the prefence and 
hearing of the bale and perfidious queen, fhe 

revailed with the meflenger (whom Ariftobu- 
ie fent to bid his brother come unarmed) to tell 
Antigonus that the king, being informed of his 
having a beautiful fuic of armour which he had 
brought with him from the wars, was defirous 
of feeing it, and therefore required that he would 
come to him fully equipped in his martial drefs. 
Antigonus, not fufpecting any treachery, im- 
mediately left the temple, and proceeded to- 
wards the palace compleatly armed, in obedi- 
ence (as he thought) to the king’s commands. 
But as foon as he came to the place where the 
guards were potted, they, feeing him drefled in 
his armour, obeyed their orders, by immediately 
falling on him and putting him to death. 

When Ariftobulus heard of the death of An- 
tigonus, he began ferioufly to repent of his cru- 
elty in having given orders for taking away his 
life. The reflection of having loft a good bro- 
ther brought to his remembrance the barbarous 
murder of his mother, and his confcience flew 
in his face for both at the fame time. “Phe hor- 
rors of his mind increafed the diftemper of his 
body ; and fo great were both that he could find 
no eafe for the one,. nor any cure for the other. 
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* Jofephus tells us that the diftemper of Ariftobulus (after 
reflecting on the mutders of his mother and brother) was in- 
creafed by a violent vomiting of blood ; after which he re- 
lates the following incident. bat as an attendant was con- 
veying fome of the blood away in a veffel he fpilt a part of it 
on the very fpot where Antigonus had been flain, and where 
the itains of his blood were ilill to be perceived... The fpec- 
tators, imagining this to be the effectof defign, and intended 
as an oblation to the manes of the deceated prince, fo loudly 
expreffed their furprize as to be overheard by the king, who 
initantly enquired the caufe : but as he became anxious to be 
informed, the people about him were the more defirous of 
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After languifhing a fhort time in this dreadful 
and irremediable ftate, during which he expreffed 
the moft bitter accufations againft himfelf, he ar 
-tength died in the utmoft agonies, juft one year 
after he had obtained the fovereignty of Ju- 
dea*. 

Ariftobulus was fuccceded on the throne by his 
brother Alexander Jannzus, who had been kept 
in prifon during the whole of the late reign; but 
on the deceafe of Ariftobulus, his widow Soloma 
releafed him and his other two brothers from 
their confinement, and Alexander, being the 
eldeft, fhe advanced to the regal dignity. 

Alexander had not long been feated on the 
throne before he difcovered that the elder of his 
two brothers had formed a defign of fupplanting 
him inthe fovereignty. But this defign he foon 
rendered abortive, by ordering him to be imme- 
diately put to death. The other brother, whofe 
name was Abfalom, being of a quiet and peace- 
able difpofition, he took into his favour and 
proteétion, and having no farther emulation than 
that of leading a private life, he provided for 
him in a manner fuitable to the dignity of the 
brother of a king. 

Alexander, biing now fully eftablifhed on 
the throne of Judea, refolved to make war with 
the people of Prolemais. He accordingly marched 
with his forces from Jerufalem for that purpofe; 
and meeting with the army of the enemy inthe 
way a detperate battle enfued, in which Alex- 
ander proved victorious, having killed great num- 
bers, and obliged the reft to fly to Prolemais for 
refuge. Alexander, however, purfued his con- 
queft, and clofely fe.towing with his army hut 
them up in the city, to which he inimediately 
laid fiege. 

The city of Prolemais, with Gaza, the Tower 
of Stratton, and the fortrefs of Dura (the latter 
of which was poffeffled by one Zoilus, a conii- 
derable officer belonging to the Syrian army) 
were the only places on the coaft that did not 
belong to the territories of Judea; and of thofe 
Aslexander refolved, if poffible, to peffefs him- 
felf before he returned to Jerufalem. ‘To effect 
this he feparated his forces into different divi- 
fions, one of which he left to continue the fiege 
of Ptolemais, and with the others he proceeded 
to ravage the territories of Gaza, and thofe be- 
longing to Zoilus. 

The people of Prolemais defended themfelves 
with great refolution, and for fome time rendered 
all the efforts of Alexander’s forces abortive. 
The lateer, however, perfevering with uncom- 
mon intrepidity, they were fearful of being 4 
length compelled to fubmit,y unlefs they could 
procure affiftance from fome foreign re 

ey 


concealing it, However, by the force of threats and en- 


treaties, he at length prevailed on them to tell him: but his 


defire was no fooner complied with than, fhedding abun 
dance of tears, and fetching a deep figh, he broke out into 
the followingexclamation : ‘* "Fhe all-feeing power hath 
“© dete&ted my iniquity, and my brother’s murder hath calted 
«© down the vengeance of heaven upon me, How long that 
“ [hold that life which is forfeited to the blood of a mot"! 
66 gnd a brother? Rather,.why do I'not expire on a fudder 
«« than thus yield my life drop by drop, as if the fever 
*« punifhment was inadequate to my guilt?” Soon altes 
uttering thefe words he gave up the ghoft, 
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They had no hopes of relief but from Egypt 
and their principal dependance was upon Ptole- 
my Lathyras [, who having been compelled: to 
evacuate his kingdom by his mother Cleopatra, 
had retired to Cyprus. They accordingly fent 
ambafladors to Prolemy, requefting his affift- 
ance againft Alexander, at the fame time affuring 
him there was every reafon to believe the people 
of Gaza and Prolemais would declare in his fa- 
your immediately on his entering Syria, and that 
he would be uppers by Zoilus, the Sydonians, 
and other neighbouring people. Ptolemy fent 
word by the ambaffadors that he would comply 
with their requeft, and gave immediate orders 
for all poffible difpatch to be made in the equip- 
ment of a fleet for this enterprize. 

While the ambaffadors were gone to execute 
this bufinefs, one Demenetus; a man of confi- 
derable intereft among the people of Prolemais, 
reflecting that the fteps they had taken might be 
productive of ill confequences, afferibled the 
people together, whom he addrefied in words to 
this effect: ** The point in queftion (faid he) 
« js, whether it will be moft eligible to abide 
« the event of che war; or to accept of the re- 
«lief we have requefted ; for if we put our- 
“ {elves under the protection of Ptolemy, ine- 
vitable flavery muft be the confequence. Dan- 
ger is alfo greatly to be apptehended from 
Egypt, for it isnot to be imagined that Cleo- 
patra will remain inactive while Ptolemy is pre- 
paring for war. She wiil fend a powerful ar- 
my to purfue and attack him unprepared. Be- 
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out of Cyprus; and when fhe finds him en- 
gaged in ftrengthening his intereft with the 
“ neighbouring provinces, fhe will feize the op- 
“ portunity to effect her purpote. To give the 
“ argument another turn, let us fuppofe that 
* Prolemy will be driven back to Cyprus; we 
* fhall then be left without fuccour, and he will 
* have dangers to encounter that he may not at 
*€ prefent apprehend.” ; 

This addrets deftroyed the hopes that had been 
entertained by the people of the fuccefs of their 
embaffy, and of which Ptolemy was informed 
during his paflage; but notwithftanding this 
he refolved to proceed on his voyage, and en- 
gage in the enterprize to which he had been in- 
vited. 

Prolemy difembarked his forces at a place cal- 
led Sicamin, trom whence he marched, at the 
head of about thirty thoufand horfe and foot, 
towards Prolemais. When he came within fome 
diftance of the place, he difpatched ambaffadors 
to inform them of his arrival and fituation, but, 
to his great furprize, they refufed to receive the 
meflage, or to hold any intercourfe either with 
him orhis agents. This difappointment greatly 
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t Prolemy Lathyrus was made king of Egypt by his mo- 
ther Cleopartra, but by his attempting to reign without her, 
he fo far incurred her difpleafure, that fhe procured his ex- 
pulfion, which (according to Fuftin) fhe affeéted By the fol- 
lowing artifice. She caufed fome of her eunuchs to be 
Wounded, and bringing them out hefore the people pre- 
tended that they had fuffered this from Lathyrus in defence 
Sf her perfon againit him, and therefore accufed him of 
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fides, the queen is determined to drive him | 
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embarraffed Ptolemy; who, while he was confi- 
dering what meafures were the moft eligible to 
purfue, received a meffage from Zoilus and the 
people of Gaza, requelting that he would imme- 
diately come and affift them againft Alexander; 
who was committing great depredations in their 
territories, and whofe forces were too powerful 
for them to fubdue. 

This folicitation was very dgrecable to Prole- 
my, who immediately marched his atmy to their 
relief; but Alexander, not thinking it advifeable 
to hazard an engagement with them, withdrew 
his army, and placed them in winter quarters. 

Alexander, though he had raifed the fiege of 
Prolemais, and had got with him all his troops, 
knew he was unable to copé with Prolemy, and 
therefore thought of effecting that by policy, 
which he could not attain by force. To this 
purpofe he entered into a treaty with Lathyrusy 
engaging to pay him four hundfed talents of fil- 
ver on condition that he would deliver Zoilus 
and his territories into his hands: This Lathy- 
rus agreed to do, and accordingly, foon after, 
got Zoilus into his cuftody; but being informed 
that, at this very time, Alexander was clan- 
deftinely treating with his mother Cleopatra to 
bring her upon him with all her forces, detefting 
his double dealing, broke off alt friendthip with 
him, and refolved, in future, to confider him 
as a perfidious man, and a dangerous enemy, 
and to do him alt the injury that laid in his 
power. 

In confequence of this diffention Prolemy 
marched with his forces into Galilee, and pof- 
feffed himfelf of feveral principat places be- 
longing to Alexander. Among thefe was Aio- 
chis, which he took by affault, and from whence 
he acquired a very immenfe booty. 

Havin'g fubdued Afochis Prolemy, elated with 
fuccefs, made an affaule upon Sepphoris, but in 
this attémpt he was defeated and fuftained great 
lofs. He then led his army againft Alexander, 
whom he met with in the neighbourhood of A- 


| fophus, a finall diftance from the banks of the 
[river Jordan, and pitched his camp oppofite to 


that of the enemy. The vari of Alexander's 
army was compofed of eight thoufand men pro- 
vided with brazen bucklers. In the front of 
Prolemy’s forces were fome warriors equipped in 
the fame manner; but his followers were not in 
general fo well armed as their adverfaries, and 
were therefore the lefs anxious to come to an en- 
gagement, Philoftephanus; a man of great 
military fill and experience, and the chief officer 
under Ptolemy, feeing the greater part of the 
forces appeared intimidated, gave them all the 
encouragément he could, teHing them that if 
they behaved courageoufly there was no doubt 
but they would eafily conquer their adverfaries,: 

and 
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having made an attempt on her life. By thefe means the 
fo far incenfed the people againft Lathyrus, that they rofe ir’ 
a general uproar againit him, and would certainly have put 
hinr to death had he not fled for fafety. Hereupon Cleopa- 


“tra fent for Alexander, her younger fon, who for fome time 


had reigned in Cyprus, and having made him king of Egypt, 
forced Lathyrus to be content with the government of the, 
place which had been left by his brother. 
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and that their attempts would be crowned with 
every wifh-for fuccefs. 
Ptolemy now croffed the river Jordan at the 


head of his forces; and to this movement Alex-’ 


ander, who was ftationed on the oppofite fhore, 
made no oppofition, judging that he fhould with 
lefs difficulty obtain a conqueft if he could at- 
tack the enemy while they were in a fituation 
from which the river behind muft render a pre- 
cipitate retreat utterly impracticable. When the 
two armies met a moft defperate battle enfued, 
which, for fome time, was fuftained with great 
bravery by both parties. At length, on a body 
of Ptolemy’s troops giving way, victory feemed 
to favour Alexander ; but on the arrival of Phi- 
loftephanus with a reinforcement, the Jews were 
entirely routed, no lefs than 30,000 being flain 
on the fpot, and the reft compelled to fave them- 
felves by a precipitate flight §. 

The conqueft obtained by Ptolemy over Alex- 
ander’s army, and the ravages he made both be- 
fore and after in different parts of the Jewifh 
territories, coming to the ears of Cleopatra, the 
mother of Prolemy, fhe was fearful left fo much 
fuccefs fhould make him powerful enough, and 
his ambition dire€t his inclinations, to attempt 
invading Egypt. ‘Lo ftop him, thercfore, in 
time, fhe fec out with a Jarge fleec and a nume- 
rous army, which fhe landed in Pheenicia, and 
immediately proceeded to Prolemais, not doubr- 
ing but the people would readily open their 
gates to her; but finding the contrary fhe im- 
mediately invefted the place, refolved to reduce 
them by force of arms. 

Ptolemy no fooner heard of this than, ima- 
gining it would be no difficult matter to recover 
Egypt in the ablence of his mother and her 
army, he Jeft Syria. and made all the hafte he 
could upon that expedition; but meeting with 
more oppofition than he expected (owing to the 
prudent management of thofe with whom his 
mother had entruited the government during her 
abfence) he was obliged to return to Gaza, where 
he pafled the winzer, and, in the beginning of 
the enfuing ipring, not chufing to engage in any 
farther enterprize, he returned to Cyprus. 

In the meaa time Cleopatra continued the fiege 
of Ptolemais, and at length made herlelf muftrets 
of it by affault. «\s foon as Alexander was in- 
formed of this, he immedistely repaired to her 
with many valuable prefents, and was kindly 
received, the queen confidering him as an un- 
happy prince, who had no other perfor but her 
to fly to for protection, Some of the principal 
perfons about the queen obferved that the had 
now an excellent opportunity of feizing both on 
Alexander and his dominions, and ftrongly ad.- 
vifed her to embrace it. This advice fhe would 
certainly have followed, had it not been for 
“Ananias, one of her generals, who by birth was 
a Jew, and by defcent a relation to Alexander. 
He reprefented to her the great danger, as well 
as injuftice, of fuch a procedure ; how injurious 
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§ Weare told, both bv Stiabo and Nicolaus, that: after 
this thocking carnage, Ptolemy went to fome villages be- 
longing to the Jews, and commanded his fcldiers to murder 
the women and children, andthen put their bodies into vef- 
fels of water which were to be placed over fires: and that he 
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it would be to her own honour, which, on no 
confideration whatever, ought to be tarnifhed, 
how prejudicial to her intereft by provoking aj} 
the Jews in the world againft her; and how 
conteary to the rules of faith and common ho- 
nefty (which fhouid be obferved among all man. 
kind) it would be to treat a friend and ally witn 
fuch perfidy. ‘Thefe arguments had the defired 
effect: the queen immediately laid afide aij 
thoughts of fuch a procedure, and inftead there- 
of concluded an amicable alliance with Alex. 
ander, immediately after which fhe returned with 
her army to Egypt. 

Alexander, being no longer in dread of the 
power of Prolemy, marched with his army into 
Ccoelo-Syria, and invefted Gadara, which, after 
a fiege of ten months, he fubdued. He then 
proceeded to Amathus, the ftrongeft fortrefs on 
that fide the river Jordan, and where Theodo- 
rus, the fon of Zeno prince of Philadelphia, 
had depofited all his treafure. This place he like. 
wife reduced, and poffeffed himfelf of all the 
riches of Theodorus; but the latter, falling on 
him by furprize as he was returning from the 
conqueft, totally routed his army, flew ten thou- 
fand of his men, and not only recovered his trea- 
fures, but likewife obtained a confiderable booty 
by Alexander’s baggage, which, from the dan- 
ger that threatened him, he was obliged to leave 
in the field of battle. 

Alexander, however, was far from being dif- 
couraged at this misfortune. The next year he 
marched with his forces over the river Jordan, 
and after taking feveral neighbouring places, 
laid fiege to Gaza, with a defign, if he took it, 
feverely to punifh the inhabitants, in revenge for 
their having formerly folicited Ptolemy to afmift 
them in repulfing him. Agpollodotus, who 
commanded the town, made a gallant defence, 
and, from his courage and conduct, the army of 
Alexander nearly efcaped being totally deftroyed. 
He one night made an intrepid fally, at the head 
of ten thoufand men, onthe camp of the enemy, 
who, (fuppofing Ptolemy had come to the relief 
of the befieged) were greatly difconcerted, and 
in their confufion many were flain; but when 
day-light difcovered their miftake they immedi- 
ately rallied, and charged Apollodotus with fuch 
fury, that great numbers of his men were flain, 
and he, with the reft, obliged to fly with all ex- 
pedition into the city. 

Notwithftanding this defeat, together with 
being threatened with a famine, the people of 
Gaza were determined to encounter all difficul- 
ties rather than fubmit to the enemy; and 
they were encouraged to perfift in this refolution 
by Aretas, an Arabian prince, who had promifed 
to come, at the head of a large body of. forces, 
to their affiftance. But before his arrival the 
place was reduced, owing to the bafe treachery 
of Lyfimachus, brother to Apollodotus, who, 
envying the credit and efteem which his brother 


had gained in the defence of the place, firft mur- 
dered 


had recourfe to this bloody ftratagem in order to ftrike terror 
into thofe who had efcaped by flight, by making them think 
that his. army, was accuftomed to feed on the fefh of the 
enemy. 
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dered him, and then treacheroully delivered up 
the city to Alexander: Pas i 

‘As foon as Alexander entered the. 
full licence to his foldiers to kill, plunder and 
deftroy all thar fell in their way, fo that tlre moft 
dreadful fcene of barbarity took place that can 
be conceived. ‘The inhabitants, finding they 
were to have no quarter, ftood upon their de- 
fence, and fold their lives at fo dear a rate; that 
in the general carnage Alexander loft nearly as 
many of his own men as he killed of the enc= 
my. Some of the inhabitants fet fire to their 
own houfes that they might not be plundered by 
the troops of Alexander; and fome went even fo 
far as to kill their wives and children, rather 
choofing that they fhould die in freedom than 
live in bondage. ‘The fenators who were in 
council when Alexander entered the city, fled to 
the temple of Apollo for fanétuary, in which 
they were all cruelly put to death, and the tem- 

le reduced to afhes. In fhort, the whole was 
one continued fcene of the moft horrid deftruc- 
tion and barbarity, and before Alexander left 
the place he had the horrid fatisfaction of feeing 
this antient and famous city reduced to utter ru- 
in and defolation. ; 

During thefe tranfactions fome material revo- 
lutions took place in the court of Syria; the 
firftt of which was the death of Antiochus Gry- 
phus, who was affaffinated by one Horaclean, 
(a principal officer of his army) in the twenty- 
ninth year of his fovereignty, and forty-fifth of 
his age. He was fucceeded in the government 
by his fon Seleucus, who, foon after his acceffion, 
engaged in a war with his uncle Antiochus Cy- 
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zicenus, whom he defeated in battle, and after- | 


wards put to death. After the deceafe of Cyzi- 
cenus, his fon Antioclnis, furnamed Eufebes, 


being greatly beloved by the people, was crowned |] 


king at Arad. He immediately declared war 
againft Seleucus, whom he defeated and drove 
out of Syria. Seleucus fled to Cilicia, and not- 
withftanding he was received in the moft friendly 
manner by the people who readily admitted him 
as their fovereign, yet he treated them with great 
tyranny, and laid on them the moft oppreffive 
taxes, at which they were fo incenied that they 
fet fire to the palace, and he and his attendants 
perifhed in the flames; fo that Antiochus Eufe- 
bes was left fole monarch of the Syrian em- 
pire.—But to, return to Alexander. 

After the dettru€tion of Gaza Alexander re- 
turned with his forces to Jerufalem, where he 
found things in a very different fituation to what 
he had expected, for the people, being incenfed 
at his condu€t, were ripe for an open rebellion, 
of which they very foon gave him a demontftra- 
tive inftance. Ir happened, foon after his re- 
turn, to be the time for celebrating the Feaft of 
Tabernacles, during which it was a cuftom 
anong the Jews to carry in their hands branches 
uf palm and Jemon-trees. While Alexander 
was offering the ufual facrifices as htgh-priett, 
the people, who were affembled in the temple, 
had the infolence to throw citrons at him, and 
to make ufe of very opprobrious language, tel- 
ling him he was a flave, and unworthy to go up to 
the holy altar to offer folemn facrifices. 

This treatment enraged Alexander to fuch a 
degree, that he immediately left the cemple, 
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tys he gave. 
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,and ordering his foldiers to fall on the people, 

‘no lefs than fix thoufand were inftantly put to 

death. After this he caufed the cbutt of the- 
priefts Gn which ftood the altar arid temple) 

to be furrourided with a wooden partition; to 

prevent the people from coming ntar him while 

he wa officiating as High-prieft; and, to fecuiré 

his perfon againit all future attempts, (not daring ° 
to truft to his own countrymen) le took guards 

into his pay from Pifidia and Cilicia, the num- 

ber of whom amounted to fix thoufand 

Having, by thefe means, in fome meéafure, put 
a ftop to the tumults at hiome, Alexander marched 
with his force’ in purfuit of new conquefts, and 
in a fhort time reduced moft of the principal 
places belongiiig to the Moabites and Animo- 
nites, whom hé obliged to enter into articles for 
being tributary to him aiid his fucceffors. After 
this Alexander refolved to make anorher attempt 
to reduce the {trong fortrefs of Amathus, and for 
that purpofe marched with his forces towards the 

lace; but Theodorus, being apprizcd of his 
intentions, and not choofing to hazard a conreft 
with him, removed all his treafure, and with - 
drew the garrifon before his arriva} ; fo thar A- 
lexander, finding it in a defencelefs ftate, and 
uninhabited, immediately laid it in ruins. 

The nexct expedition Alexander took was 
againft Thebas, one of the Arabian kings, who 
had encamped with a confiderable army near 
Gadara, which afforded the moft advantageous 
fituations for ambufcades. Inthis place Ale:.- 
-ander was attacked by furprize, and being dri- 
ven into a valley of confiderable depth, the 
greater part of his army was cut to pieces, and 
it was with the ucmott difficulty himfelf efcaped 
falling a facrifice. 

This defec&t greatly added to the hatred which 
the Jews had already conceived againft Alexan- 
der, who no fooner returned with the remains of 
his army to Jerufalem, than they immediately 
flew into open rebellion againft him = In con- 
fequence of this a civil war commenced that 
continued for fix years, during which, in mot 
encounters, Alexander had the advantage of his 
fubjects, and (according to Jofephus) in the 
courfe of that time no lefs than 30,000 Jews were 
put to death. 

Alexander, now reflecting on the ftate of af- 
fairs, began to be exceeding uneafy, being con~ 
{cious to himfelf that repeated conquefts over 
his fubjeéts muft neceffarily weaken him againft 
the power of the common enemy. He there- 
fore determined to decline all farther endeavours 
to bring his fubjects to obedience by the force of 
arms, and to adopt the more gentle methods of 
argument and perfuafion. But this change of 
conduct ferved only to encreafe the popular en- 
mity; and, upon his afking the people one day 
what conduct they would wifh hires to purfue, 
whereby he might give them fatisfaction and 
procure their friendfhip and eftcem, they, with 
one voice, replied, “ That he fhould cut his 
“© own throat, for upon no other terms would 
*¢ they be at peace with him; and well it would 
* be (they faid) confidering the great mifchiefs 
© he had done them, if they would be recon- 
© ciled to him, even after he was in his grave.”’ 

In fhort, the people would not hearken to any 
mode of accommodaticn whatever; but, on the 

sl : contrary, 
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Contrary, were univerfally determined to oppofe 
Alexander with all their might, and, if poffible, 
do themfelves juftice by force of arms. To’ ef- 
fect this, they fent deputies to Demetrius Ex 
cherus, who was then king of Damafcus, re- 
quefting that he would fend them fuccours to 
oppofe their fovereign, and psomifing him, fhould 
they fucceed, to inveft him with the moft diftin- 
guifhed privileges. 

In conformity to this requeft Demetrius 
marched with a confiderable army into Judea, 
where being joined by that of the Jews, he en- 
camped in the neighbourhood of Sichar, the 
whole number of his forces amounting to 3000 
horfe, and 40,000 foot. Alexander marched 
againft this formidable army with only one thou- 
fand horfe, fix thowfand mercenary foot, and 
about ten thoufand Jews, who {till maintained 
their allegiance. While the two armics were 
encamped within fight of each other they both 
made ufe of the fame kind of means to take ad- 
vantage, and cencreafe their ftrength. Deme- 
trius endeavoured to induce Alexander’s merce- 
naries to defert and join him; and Alexander 
was equally folicitous to gain over the Jews in 
the army of Demetrius, but neither party was 
able to prevail. At length a defperate battle 
took place, which was fupported with great cou- 
rage and refolution for forme time, when victory 
declared in favour of Demetrius. All the fo- 
reign troops of Alexander were loft to a man, 
and the greateft part of his other forces were fo 
miferably broken, that he was obliged to Aly with 
them for fhelter to the adjacent mountains. 

The cvent of this victory, however, was con- 
trary to the expectations of both kings; for fix 
thoufand of the Jews, who had fought againft 
Alexander, being now moved to compaffionate 
his fufferings, fied to, and joined their king, in 
the mountains, whither he had retreated for re- 
fuge. his circumftance proved exceedingly 
slarming to Demetrius, who, apprehending that 
the reft of the Jews in his army might follow the 
example of thofe who had deferted, and beiag 
content with the firft advantage he had gained, 
abandoned all thoughts of continuing the war; 
and, drawing off his forces, retired into Syria, 
leaving the Jews ro combat with their king with- 
out his affiftance. 

After the departure of Demetrius, the Jews 
continued to profecute the war againt Alexander, 
and in moft encounters that took place the latter 
was victorious, notwithftanding which he could 
not, by any means whatever, bring them to 
liften to terms of accommodation. A.t length, 
however, he came to a decifive battle with them, 
cutting off the greater part, and cbliging the 
reft to fly for fafety to a place called Bethome, 
which was fortified both by nature and artifice. 
Alexander laid clofe fiege to the place, which 
the Jews, for fome time, defended with great 
refolution, till at length, through the perfeverance 
and intrepidity of Alexander’s forces, they were 
compelled to fubmit ; great numbers were killed, 
many others faved themlelves by Aight, and eight 
hundred were made prifoners, whom Alexander 
inmmediately conducted to Jerufalem. 

As foon as Alexander arrived at Jerufalem with 
his rebellious captives, he caufed fuch a fcene to 
be exhibited that fhewed what excefs of paffion 
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men may be hurried into when they ceafe to 
make the principles of piety, honeur: andi vig. 
tue, the rile of their conduét.. Fhe eight han. 
dred men, whom he had brought ' prifonersiréing: 
Bethome, he caufed to be crucified alk ty dng 
day, and} to ‘increafe the horrors of the dread. 
ful fcence, he ordered their wives and childrey, 
to be put to death before their faces, while they 
were undergoing their fufferings. He likewife 
made an entertainment for his wives and coney- 
bines within fight of the fpot where zhis. difinah 
tragedy was exhibited, with an intent not onl: 
to feaft himfelf, but them likewife, with the 
horrid fight. ‘This favage and unheard-of eru- 
elty was fo noticed even by the peeple of his 
own party, that they branded his name with 
infamy, and he was juftly conficered, by all his 
fubjects, as a montfter, who, inftead of being 
fuffered to have the government of a people, 
ought, in the moft ignominious manner, to be 
deprived of his exiftence. 

The civil wars being over, Alexander led his 
forces againft Antiochus king of Damafeus, who 
had entered Judea with an army of eight hun- 
dred horfe and eight thouland foot. ‘They met 
near a place called Antipatris, where a moft 
bloody battle enfued, in which Antiochus had 
fo much the advantage that he thought himfelf 
fecure of victory. But in this he was miftaken; 
for, obferving one of the wings of his troops in 
danger of being overpowered, he eagerly preffed 
to its relicf, and was killed in the attempt, at 
which his troops were fo difpirited that they threw 
down their arms and fled, leaving Alexander 
matter of the field. 

A fhort time after this Aretas (whom the 
people of Damafcus had eleéted king inftead of 
Antiochus) entered Judea with a confiderable 
army, and encamped in the neighbourhood of 
Adida. Alexander marched with his forces 
againft him, and a battle enfued, which lafted 
for fome time, but was terminated without any 
compleat victory being cbtained on either fice. 
After the battle was over Aretas offered terms 
ef accommodation to Alexander, which being 
accepted, a treaty of peace was concluded: be- 
tween them, and they feparated their armies, 
Aretas returning to Damaicus, and Alexander 
marching his forces in purfuit of new conquetfts. 

‘The firft place Alexander fubdued after this 
was the city of Dion, which he took by afiault. 
From hence he proceeded to Gerafa, a very {trong 
town fortified by a triple circumvallation. He 
laid fiege to the place with great violence, and 
the inhabitants defended it, for fome time, with 
amazing refolution; but at length they were 
obliged to fubmit. “Plus conqueit was of great 
advantage to Alexander who found in the town 
immente treafures which had been depolited 
there for fafety by Theodorus, the fon of Zener, 
prince of Philadelphia. 

After the reduction of Gerafa Alexandet 
marched his forces againft Gaulana and the flrong 
fortrefs of Gamala, both of which he conquered 
by ftorm. Tle then took feveral other ftrong 


places in the neighbouring territories, and, after | 


an expedition of three years continuance, Te 
turned to Jerufalem. ‘The fucceffes he had met 
with during his excurfion were highly pleafing ‘ 
the mulutude, and in confequence ehersot the 
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difeutt they had before held againft him fubfided, 
fo that, on his entrance into the city, they re- 


ceived him with the loudeft acclamations of 


IVA feer this Alexander became violently addicted 

intemperance, and having at a certain time 
ae Treae excefs, he fell fick, and was. af- 
terwards feized witha quartan ague, which was 
fo powerful as to baffle the fkill of his moft emi- 
nent phyficians. He was affli€ted with this dif- 
temper for three years, during which time he not 
only continued his attention to the affairs of go- 
vernment, but likewife profecuted feveral mili- 
tary undertakings, till, being at length quite 
exhaufted, he was forced to fubmit to fate while 
he was befieging the caftle of Ragaba, in the 
country of the Garafens. ; 

At the befieging of this place his queen Alex- 
andra attended him on account of his ilinefs ; 
and when fhe found he drew near his end fhe 
was greatly perplexed in her mind on account of 
the ill ftate in which fhe and her children mutt 
be inevitably left after his deceafe. She knew 
how much Alexander had exafperated the Pha- 
rifees, then a powerful fect among the Jews, and 
what hatred great numbers of the principal peo- 
pleamong the other fects, at their inftigation, 
had contracted againft him; and therefore fhe 
had no other expectations, or profpect before 
her, but that herfelf and family would be given 
up to deftruction, and made victims tothe pub- 
lic rage of the people. In che height of thefe 
melancholy reflections, and while fhe was fitting 
by the bed-fide of her dying hufband, the broke 
out into the following exclamation: ‘ My be- 
“ loved hufband (faid fhe) what will be the 
“ fare of your wife and children if we are de- 
“ prived of your protection, and left to the 
“ mercy of your inveterate foes !” ; 

Thefe words affliéted the foul of the dying 
Alexander, who, after having fo far recovered 
himfelf as to be able to fpeak, gave his wife the 
following advice, and which were the laft words 
he was heard to utter. ‘ I particularly requeft 
“ (faid he) that you ftrictly tollow the direétions 
« J am now about to give you. As the only 
© effectual means to fecurea peaceable fucceffion 
“ to yourfelf and children keep my deceafe a 
« profound fecret from the army cill the caftle 
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** fhall be fubdued : then repair in triumph to 
“© Jerufalem with the news of victory; and let 
“* your principal care be to ingratiate yourfelf 
“the Pharifees, for your fu- 
ture welfare will depend principally on the 
intereft you form with that feét, to whofe opi~ 
nions thofe of the multitude are entirely fub- 
fervient. The popular clamour againit me 
has been raifed by an oppofition to them. On 
your arrival at Jerufalem fend for the principal 
““ men among the Pharifées, expofe my dead 
body before them, and fay, that froma ve- 
neration for their piety and juftice, you re- 
fign the bady, either to be allowed the cere- 
mony of interment, or to be treated with con- 
tempt and indignity. as their difcretion fhall 
dictate ; and at the fame time affure them that 
in this and all other matters of a public na- 
ture, you will eblerve an implicit obedience 
totheir authority. Follow this counfel, and 
there is no doubt but my remains will be fa- 
“* vourably interred, and yourfel€ and offspring 
be eftablifhed in the dignities. of the royal 
‘© f{tation.” 

Soon after Alexander had given this advice to 
his queen, he ‘gave up the ghoft, in the 49th 
year of his age and 27th of his fovereiznty. 

It was not long after the death of Alexander 
before the caftle of Ragaba was entirely re- 
duced; upon which the queen, in conformity to 
the advice of her deceafed hufband, immediately 
repaired to Jerufalem, and delivered his body to 
the Pharifees to be difpofed of as they fhould 
think expedient; at the fame time fubmitting 
the adminiftration of all public affairs to their 
difcretion. This conduct acquired Alexandra 
the warmeft friendfhip of the Pharifees, who 
had hitherto been her moft inveterate enemies. 
They harangued the multitude in her favour, at 
the fame time extolling the merits of the late 
king ; which had fuch an effect on the multi- 
tude, that inftead of the ufual inveétives againit 
him, nothing was heard but the higheft enco- 
miums. In fhort, al} deplored the lofs of fo va- 
liant a prince, and honoured his funeral with 
more than ordinary pomp and folemnity. Al) 
approved of the Queen-Dowager, who, in con- 
formity to her hufband’s will, was quietly fer- 
tled in the fupreme government of the nation. 
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Mexandra, the Queen-Regent of Fudea, appoints ber eldeft fon Hyrcanus to the High-Pricffbood. Tie 
Pharifees, having the afcendency over the qucen, dire& the principal management of all public affairs. 
They abolife the decree of John Hyrcanus againff their traditionary conftitutions, and perfecute the friends 
and adberents of the late king.  <Ariftobuius, the brother of Hyrcanus, goes, with fome of the 
woft eminent men, to remonftrate with the queen againft the condul? of the Pharifees, in confe~ 
quence of which, at their requeft, foe gives them poffefion of feveal ftrong places. The Sews 
are greatly alarmed on being invaded by Tigranes, king of Armenia, but their fears are foom 
removed, for, on their making him prefents, be withdraws bis forces. Ariftobulus leads an army again 
bis brother Hyrcanus, but on their meeting a treaty is formed between them, by which Hyrnanus refigns 
the office of higk-pricft, together with the fovereignty, to his brother Ariftobulus. Hyrcanus, afified 
by Aretas, king of Arabia, defeats Ariftobu'us, after which they both make their appeal to Pompey. 
Arifiobulus takes up arms againft Pompry, who reduces Ferufalem, reftores Hyrcanus.to the Sovereignty, 
and carries Ariftobulus, with his family, prifoners to Rome. Gabinius, the Roman governor in Syria, 
confirms Hyrcanus in the bigh-priefthood, and takes the civil adminiftration out of the bands of the 
Sanbedrim. Ariftcbulus, having made kis efcape from Pompey, goes into Fudea, and attempts to raife 
frefo difturbances, but is taken prifoner and again fent to Rome, where he dies by poifon. Fuhus’ 
Cefar confirms Hyrcanus in the governinent of Fudea, and reftores the ciuil adminifination into the 


hands of the Sanbedrim. 


HEN Alexander Janneus died he left 
two fons, the eideft of whom was named 
Hyrcanus, and the other Ariftobulus; but he 
did not appoint either of them as his fucceffor 
in the fovereignty, leaving that to his queen 
Alexandra. Hyrcanus, on account of his fenio- 
rity, fhe promoted to the dignity of High- 
Prieft; and as he was naturally of an indolent 
and yielding difpofition, fhe thought fhe might 
advance hien. to the throne without danger; but 
Ariftobulus, the younger brother, being of an 
active and enterprifing difpofition,, fhe deemed 
it moft prudent to keep in a private ftation. 
Alexandra was well fkilled in the arts of govern- 


ment, and had abilities equal to the greateft un- | 


dertakings. She augmented the militia to the 
full compliment, kept two armies of regular 
troops, and had a confiderable body of foreign 
auxiliaries im conftant pay; fo that by thele 
means fhe became powerful at home and formi- 
dable to the neighbouring nations. 

But notwithftanding this prudent management, 
Alexandra was little more than a meré tool in the 
hands of the Pharifees; for though fhe had the 


name of fovereign, the adininiftration of all pub- | 


Nic affairs was conduéted at their difcretion. The 
queen was very rigid imher religious principles, 
and entertained an high degree of veneration for 
the Pharifees on account of the reputed fanctity of 
their lives. By a plaufibility of conduct they 
fo far infinuated themfelves into her favour as 
to engrofs all the privileges and powers of fo- 
vereignty, and fecured to themfelves all the lu- 


erative commiffions and diftinguifhed employ- | 


ments, leaving the queen to provide for the 
expences and encounter the cares and difficulties 
ef government. 





The Pharifees having. obtained this power, and 
knowing that their conduct would not be im- 
peached by Alexandra, proceeded to aéts both 
vf a tyrannical and a cruel nature. The fir 
thing they: did was, to abolith the decree which 
had been: made by John Hyrcanus (father-in-law 
of the queen) againft their traditionary contti- 
tutions. They next releafed all the prifoners, 
and recalled all the exiles, who had been con- 
cerned with them in the late civil wars ; after 
which they demanded juftice of the queen againft 
all thofe, at whofe inftigation and advice the 
eight hundred rebels had been crucified in Jeru- 
falem.. 

The infatuated queen readily camplied with 
every requeft made by the. Pharifees ; in conle- 
quence of which they exhibited articles of im- 
peachment againft one Diogenes, a. noted con- 
fident of the late king, whom they condemned 
and executed. ‘They proceeded in like manner 
againtt feveral. others, and, under the pretext 
of juttice, put all thofe to death who were fo 


|} unfortunate as to incur their difpleafure. At 
| length the leading men among them who hal 


been the late king’s friends and adherents, {ee- 
ing no likelihood of there being an end to fuch 
perfecutions, and not knowing how foon they 
themfelves might become victims to the rage 
of the Pharifecs, went ina body to the queen, 
with Ariftobulus, her younger fon, at the head 
of them, to remonftrate againft fuch proceul- 
ings. 

The adherents of Ariftobulus, having ob 
tained an audience of the queen, laid before 
her their grievances in the moft pitiable and.a- 
fecting manner, while Ariftobulus manifefted by 
his countenance the abhorence he entertained > 

the 
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the public meafures. They. reprefented to her 
that, in the utmoft extremity of danger they had 
referved an uniform loyalty to their late fove- 
reign, who-had generoufly rewarded their fer- 
vices; and therefore earneftly begged, that fince 
they had efcaped the perils of war they might 
not be facrificed to the malevalence and trea- 
chery of their domeftic enemies. They told 
her, that if their perfecutors would proceed no 
farther in their fanguinary purpofe, they would, 
from a refpeét to their fuperiors, fupprefs future 
complaints on what had been already perpetrated. 
They obferved, that to countenance the declared 
enemies of her deceafed confort, at the expence 
of his approved friends, would be a fevere re- 
proach upon her honour; and Aretas, the 
Arabian king, and feveral other hoftile princes, 
would enjoy a peculiar pleafure in hearing that 
fhe had driven from her court thofe men who 
had once been fo powerful that their very names 


had formerly {truck a terror into their enemies. - 


They concluded by faying, thac if fhe was de- 
termined to yield every confideration to the am- 
bition of the Pharifees, and that no regard was 
to be paid to their paft fervices, they had only 
one requeft to make, and that was that they 
might be permitted to retire into the different 
forcreffles of the kingdom, where they would 
terminate a miferable exiftence, honourably 
tharing the common calamities which feerned to 
await the friends of the deceafed king. ° 

Thefe expoftulations greatly embarrafied the 
queen, who, for fome tithe, knew not how to 
act, being fearful, if fhe fhould give countenance 
to the petitioners fhe might obtain the ill-will of 
the Pharifees, of whom {fhe continually ftood in 
dread. At length, however, fhe refolved on 
complying with their laft requeft, and therefore 
ordered them to retire to the feveral garrifons and 
places of ftrength throughout the kingdom ; but 
with this reftriction, that they fhould nor enter 
Hyrcania, Alexandria, or Macheras, becaufe in 
thofe places fhe had depofited her jewels and 
other valuable creafures. , 

While affairs were in this fituation Alexandra 
received intelligence that Tigranes, king of Ar- 
menia, had marched with a confiderable. army 
into Syria, and chat his defign was to penetrate 
into Judea. In confequence of this alarming 
intelligence the queen immediately difpatched 
ambaffadors to Tigranes with confiderable pre- 
fents, hoping thereby to procure his friendthip 
and avert the impending danger that threatened 
her dominions. The ambaffadors fownd him 


laying clofe fiege to Ptolemais, which, after fome | 


time, he reduced, Being introduced to Ti- 
granes in form (for he was.a man of great pride 
and ftate) they were very favourably recéived : 
he readily accepted their prefents, affuring them 
of his good inclinations, and faid he confidered 
hinfelf highly honoured by the queen’s fending 
an ambaffy to him at fo great a diftance. But 
the true reafori of all this civility was, his having 
received advice that Lucullus, the Roman ge- 
neral, had entered Armenia, and was putting the 
country under military contributions; fo that 
he was obliged immediately to draw his forces 
from Prolemais,. and‘return with all expedition 


in order to take the neceflary meafures for the. 


better fecurity of his own dominions. 
34 
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Some time after this Alexandra being feized 
with a dangerous illnefs, Ariftobulus thought it 
a favourable Spon, for him to carry into 
execution the defign he had long formed of fup- 
planting his brothér Hyrcanus, both in the prieft- 
hood and fovereignty, the former of which he then 
enjoyed, and the latter muft of courfe fall to 
him on the death of his mother. Having com- 
municated his defign to his wife (whom with his 
children he left in Jerufalem) he one night pri- 
vately left the city, attended only by one ter- 
vant ; and, having vifited all the caftles in which 
his father’s friends had been placed in garrifon, 
he, in the courfe of fifteen days, fecured to his 
intereft twenty of thofe fortrefles, and thereby, 
in a manner, made himfelf mafter of the relt 
of the ftrength of the kingdom. 

On the day after Ariftobulus left Jerufa- 
lem his abfence was known by Alexandra, who, 
however, did not entertain any idea of his in- 
tentions, till fhe was informed that feveral for- 
treffes had fubmitred to him; for, when one 
place had accepted his propofals, the example 
was readily followed by the reft. 

As foon as the queen and her party received 
intelligence of the proceedings and fuccefs of 
Ariftobulus, they were thrown into the greateft 
confternation, judging him, from his great abi- 
lities, and naturally afpiring difpofition, to be a 
man qualified to fucceed in the enterprize he had 
undertaken; and they were farther alarmed by 
the dreadful apprehenfion that they fhould be 
called to a fevere account for the barbarities 
they had exercifed upon his friends. The firft 
ftep Hyrcanus and his adherents took was, to 
feize the wife and children of Ariftobulus, whom 
they confined under a {trong guard in the citadel 
next the temple. They then repaired to the 
queen, requefting that fhe would give them di- 
rections what farthér meafures they fhould purfue 
at fo critical a juncture. They informed her of 
the great power of Ariftobulus, and told her 
that though their fituation was defperate, and 
ruin likely to enfue, yet they would not, by any 
means, act without her concurrence. She re- 
plied, thar the ftate of her mind and body ren- 
dered her wholly incapable of the cares of govern- 
ment, which fhe refigned entirely to their ma- 
nagement ; adding, that there was no deficien- 
cy either of men or money. Soon after having 
faid this, Alexandra gave up the ghoft, in the 
73a year of her age, and ninth of her reign, 
leaving all her wealth and poffeffions, together 
with the fovereignty, to her fon Hyrcanus. 

In the mean time Ariftobulus was become ex- 
ceeding powerful, and fuch prodigious numbers 
of people flocked to him from all quarters, that 
he had got together a confiderable army. The 
inhabitants of Mount Libanus, Trachonitis, and 
other neighbouring places, were readily inclined 
to fupport his’ party, from the expectation of the 
advantages they fhould derive, by affifting in the 
eftablifhment of a new king, who, they had rea- 


‘fon to expect, would remove that tyranny and 


cruelty which had been exercifed in the late 
reign. ‘ ; 
Fyrcanus by the advice of his friends deter- 
mined, if poffible, to reduce the ufurper by 
force, for which purpofe he left Jerufalem at the 
head of a confiderable body of forces, and the 
gK two 
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two armies met on the plains of Jericho. The 
neceflary preparations were made on both fides 
to determine the conteft by the fword; but juft 


as they were ready to engage; the greater part of 


Hyrcanus’s forces deferted and went over to 
Ariftobulus. In confequencé of this the two 
brotheis entered into atreaty of accommodation, 
the terms of which were that Hyrcanus fhould 
make a refignation of the crown and high-prieft- 
hood to Ariftobulus, who was to allow him the 
privileges; honours, and dignity, to which he kad 
a right by virtue of his relationfhip to the king. 
This agreement was ratified in the temple, 
in the prefence of the people; after which 
Ariftobulus retired to the palace, and Hyr- 
canus to the apartments which had been before 
occupied by his brother. 

Hyrcanus was naturally a very quiet and peace- 
able man, and an admirer of eafe and retire- 
ment; fo that his reftgnation of the crown was 
not fo great a grievance to himfelf as it was to 
many of his friends, particularly one named An- 
tipater, who had long entertained a violent ha- 
tred againft Ariftobulus. Antipater was a native 
of Idumea, and, in point of family and wealth, 
one of the moft confiderable men of the coun- 
try. He told Hyrcanus that fo long as he con- 
tinued in Judea his life would bein danger, and 
that he had no other choice left but either to 
reign or die; and therefore advifed him to make 
his efcape to Aretas king of Arabia, and with 
him to ftipulate for the affiftance of forces to 
enable him to recover his kingdom. 

The natural timidity of Hyrcanus’s temper 
made him not liften to the advice of Antipater 
with that livelinefs which might have arifen 
from a man of a more ajpiring difpofition, 
though at the fame time he did not make any 
abfolute refufal.- Antipater, however, was de- 
termined, if poffible to carry his point, and 
therefore did that for Hyrcanus which he could 
no have done for himfelf. He immediately 
repaired to Aretas, to whom (fromhis great power 
and influence) he was readily admitted, and 
kindly received. To this prince he reprefented 
Ariftobulus as a moft abominable character, and 
recommended Hyrcanus as a man of the moft 
extraordinary merit: he exhorted him not to 
deny fuccour to a prince who was moft cruelly 
oppreffed, obferving ar the fame time that he 
would obtain great honour from generoufly af- 
fording Hyrcanus relief, and that kings were re- 
ciprocally bound to fupport each other in their 
legal claims and privileges. Aretas promifed to 
comply with his requeft, on condition that Hyr- 
canus, in cafe of victory, fhould reftore rhofe 
towns which had been taken from his father A- 





* While Aretas laid before Jerufalem he fuffered many 
ats to be committed of a very outrageous and barbarous na- 
ture, one of which is thus related by Jofephus. There lived 
at Jerufalem one Onias, a man of great reputation for the 
fanétity of his life, and who, by his prayers, had been 
thought to have once obtained rain from heaven tn an ex- 
tremity of drought. The beficgers having heard this, and 
imagining that his curfes might be as prevalent as his prayers, 
brought him into the camp, and there preffed him to curfe- 
Ariftobulus and all that were with him. He oppofed their 
equeft as long as he could; but at length, finding no reft 
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lexdnder ; upon which Antipater took his leave 
and recamned to Jerufalem. op 


Antipater, having prepared Hyrcahus to pe- 
tition, and Aretas to comply with his requctt, 
conduéted the latter ott of the city by ight, and 
accompanied him to Petra, whete the royal pa 
lace of Arabia was fituated. On his arrival 
there, he introduced Hyrcanus to the king, and 
ftrongly recommended him to: his proteétion, 
The king received him very kindly, and Hyrca- 
nus giving him his word to comply with the con- 
ditions he had mentioned to Antipater, Aretas 
promifed to ufe his utmoft endeavours for re- 
{toring him to the regal dignity. 

Aretas was as good as his word, for he foon 
after entercd Judea with an army of fifty thov- 
fand men, who, being joined with the Jews 
that were of Hyrcanus’s party, gave battle to 
Ariftobulus, and having obtained a compleat 
victory, purfued him to Jerufalem. On his ar- 
rival there he laid clofe fiege* to the city and 
temple (in the latter of which Ariftobulus took 
fhelter) andwould certainly have taken it, had 
it not been for the following incident. 

At this time a war was fubfifting between Pom- 
pey the Great and Tigranes, king of Armenia, 
the former ordered Scaurus, one of his 
lieutenants, to lead the Army under his com- 
mand from Armeniainto Syria. Scaurus obeyed 
the orders of his mafter, but on his arrival at 
Damafcus he found that Metellus and Lellius had 
reduced the place and drawn off their forces, 
In confequence of this, and having received in- 
telligence of the fituation of affzirs in Judea, he 
thought it moft advifeable to lead his ‘army into 
that country, which he accordingly did. Onhis 
way he was met by two ambaffadors, one from 
Ariftobulus, and the other from Hyrcanus, who 
were commiffioned to fupplicate the Romans ta 
efpoufe the caufe of their refpective mafters. 
The ambaffador from Ariftobulus  prefented 
Scaurus with four hundred talents, which fur 
prevailed above all the arguments that could be 
ufed by the other ambaffador in favour of Hyr- 
canus. In confequence of this Scaurus dii- 
patched meffengers to Hyrcanus and Aretas, 
commanding them, in the name of Pompey th: 
Great and the Roman Senate, immediately to 
raife the fiege and draw off their, troops, threat- 
ening them with a declaration of war in cafe of 
refufal. Aretas, dreading the indignation of 
fo powerful a people as the Romans, immedi- 
atély raifed the fiege, and marching his forces 
through Judea, retired to Philadelphia, while 
Scaurus returned with his troops to Damafcus. 
Ariftobulus, however, was of too enterprizing 
a difpofition to reprefs the defire of conqueft, 

becaufe 





from their importunities, and that they were refolved to 
mal-treat him unlefs he complied, he lifted up his hands 
heaven, and, as he was ftanding in the midft of chem, faid, 
“© O Lord God, Roler of the univerfe, fince both we thi! 


‘«© fland before thee are thy people, and they that are be- 


‘© fieged in the temple are thy priefts, I humbly befecch thee 
<< not to,hear the prayers of either of them againft the other 
On the good man’s faying this, thofe who Bad ‘brought him 


‘to the place were fo enraged that they immediately fell upo® 


him and ftoned him to death. 
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becaufe the departure of the enemy had left him 
in a ftate of fecurity. He therefore colle 
together his troops, and purfued Hyrcanus and 
Aretas to a place named Papyron, where, falling 
on their rear, he put about feven thoufand to 
the fword, among whom was Cephalon, the 
brother of Antipater. - 

A fhort time after this Pompey himfelf went 
into Syria, and took up his refidence at Damaf- 
cus, where he received ambaffadors from the 
princes of feveral nations, Yohcning ‘his: friend- 
fhip and pretection. Among the reft Hyrcanus 
and Ariftobulus fenr their deputies, requefting 
that he would. be pleafed to determine: the con-. 
troverfy that had fo long fubfifted:between.them. 
with refpect to the right of. fovereignty aver the 
Jewith nation. oe py 

When Pompey had heard what.the ambaffa- 
dors had to fay in favour of their refpetive maf- 
ters, he ordered that the two brothers. thould 
appear in perfon before him, that ‘he might be 
the better able to.enquire into the merits of the. 
caufe, and determine it in. fuch a'manner as. 
might be moft confiftent. with reafon and juf-: 
tice. 

In confequence of this the two brothers waited 
on Pompey to receive his decifion; and at the 
fame time great numbers of the chief men of 
the Jews went to remonftrate azain{t.chem both. ; 
On their arrival ac/Damaicus Pompey thought 
proper firft to hear the fenfe of the people, who 
being accordingly admitted to. him for that pur- | 
pofe, they pleaded as follows: ©“ That ic had 
“ been formerly the ufage of their nation to be 
«« governed by the high-prieft of the God whom 
they worfhipped, who, without alfuming. any 
other title, adminiftered juftice to them, ac-' 
cording to the Jaws.and. conftitutions tranf-. 
mitted down to them from their forefathers. 
They owned, indeed, that the two contending 
brothers were of the facerdota) race, but then’ 
they alledged that they had changed the old, 
and introduced a new form of government, 
and therefore they prayed that.they- might‘not - 
be governed by a king.” 
Pompey having heard the fenfe of the people, 
next gave audience feparately to the two con- 
tending brothers. The firft that appeared-was 
Hyrcanus, who pleaded, “ that though he was 
“ the elder brother, Ariftobulus had ‘ufurped 
“his rank .and eftate, contrary to juftice, had 
robbed him of his birth-right, and -réduced 
him to a dcpendance on his own bounty. 
That, as a man born for mifchief, he praéti- 
fed piracy at fea, and rapine and depredation 
at land, upon his neighbours ; and that it was 
the violence of his difpofitionsrwhich had :orc- 
cafioned the people to be fo enraged againft 
him.” Having faid this he called upon a 
great number of the principal Jews (who being 
adinitted) confirmed the truth of what he had; 
afferted. - A te at a 

Hyrcanus and his party having withdrawn, 
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Ariftobulus was next admitted into the prefence } 


of Pompey. The plea he made was, ‘ that. 
“ Hyrcanus was not: {uperceded jin the govern- ' 
ment through any ambition of. his, but by 
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“natural floth and inactivity had brought mpon 
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reafon of his incapacity to rule; and thar his |. 


him the contempt of the people. “For my 
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. *© part (faid he) I had no other choice than either 
** to affume the government, or fuffeér it to be 
. “© transferred. into another family; and, with 
** regard to the title of king, I held it.anly as I 
** received it from my father Alexander.” Asa 
teftimony of the truth of what he faid he pro- 
duced feveral young gentlemen of the Jewith 
nation, who, by the gaudinefs of their drefs, 
and the Jevity of their carriage, did no great 
credit to the caufe which they endeavoured to 
efpoufe. . ; = 
After Pompey had heard both parties; he 
feemed to be of opinion that Ariftobulus had 
been too hafty in his proceedings ; but, for the 
prefent, he difmiffed them with fair words, and 
referred the full deterinination of the matter 
until he fhould come to Jerufalem, which he 
aid he would not fail to do as foon as he had 
finifhed the war with the Arabians. 
Ariftebulus, from the manner of Pompey’s 
behaviour, eafily perceiving that his inclinations 
were directed in favour of his brother Hyrcanus, 
quitted Damafcus, without taking leave of Pom- 
pey, and immediately returned to Judea, where 
he took every meafure he could’ project to pre- 
pare-himfelf againit chof: confequences, which, 
from his proceedings, he might reafonably expect 
would afterwards take place. 
The abrupt and difrefpectful departure of Ari- 
ftobulus fo highly offeaded Pompey, that he 
refolved to take the part of Hyrcanus, withgut 
paying any farther attention to their refpective 
} complaints. He accordingly marched in pur- 
fuit of him with the Roman troops and a con- 
fiderable ‘body of Syrian auxiliaries, Having 
paffed Pella and Scythopolis, he came at Jength 
to Corele, where he learnt that Ariftobulus had 
fhut himfelf up in,-the caftle of Alexandrjop, 
which was a {trong fortrefs built by his father‘on 
an high mountain that ftood at the entrance of 
the country of Judea, towards the Samaritan 
fide. Pompey immediately marched his. army 
to the place, and having encamped before ic, 
-he fent.a.meffenger to Ariflobulus to come down 
tohim. Ariltobulus, confiderinig this meffage 
as an infult, at firft refufed to comply; but the 
people expreffing great diffatisfaction at his con- 
duct, and his friends reprefenting the impoffibi- 
lity of withftanding fo tormidable an enemy as 
the Romans, he was at length prevailed upon to 
leave the place, and accordingly went to .Poni- 
pey, accompanied by feveral of his principal ad- 
} herents. i fe 
Pompey had been privately informed that 
Ariftobulus had commanded his governors to 
obferve fuch orders only as were given under his 
own hand; and therefore, as foon as Agiftobulus 
‘appeared, he infifted upon his writing,.te the 
-tetpective offieers in. the fortrefsy authorizing 
ithem: immediately to furrender the plgce.  Ari- 
dtobulus judged it neceffary to comply with this 
injunction ; but he was fo exafperated, at, the. im- 
perious conduct of Pompey, that he immediate- 
ly departed to Jerufalem, with a full refolution 
of theré oppofing hitn with all his ftrength. - 
_- dn order.to deprive Ariftobulus of rhe oppor- 
tunity ‘of making preparations for war, as foon 
as Pompey knew of his departure, he immediate- 
‘ly marched after him, and encamped at Jericho, 
from whence, the next morning, he proceeded 
towards 
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towards Jerufalem. 


“at the expedition, and alarmed at the appedrance’ 


of Pompey: he now repented of his ‘conduét, 
sand, to prevenc fatal confequerices, went ‘to 
meet him, which he had no fooner done, than he 
“offered him a confiderable fim of money, with 
‘the command of the city, and whatever elfe he 
‘ fhould requeft, provided he would but withdraw 
his forces. Thefe terms were accepted by Pom- 


‘pey, who (retaining Ariftobulus) immediately 


difpatched Gabinius, one of his generals, with 


fore troops, to the city to receive the offered 
moncy ; but when they came there the perfons 
who commanded in the town, in the name of 
Ariftobulus, refufed them admittance, telling 


them they would not ftand to any fuch agree- 
ment. : 


This was a kind of treatinent the Roman ge- 


neral could not digeft, and therefore, after or- 
dering Ariftobulus to be put in chains, he marched 
with his army to Jerufalem, and immediately 
proceeded to reconnoitre the place, in order to 
form a judgment which was the moft likely part 
to make a fuccefsful affaulr. 

No fooner did Pompey appear before Jerufa- 
lem, than an infurreétion took place between 
the two parties refpectively attached to Arifto- 
bulus and Hyrcanus. ‘The adherents of the for- 
mer were for attempting to re{cue their king by 

‘force of arms, while the other party were equally 
{trenuous for admitting Pompey into the city; 
and the majority of the people, confcious of the 
fuperior power of the Romans, were friends to 
the latter meafure. “he partizans of Ariftobu- 
Jus took poffeftion of the temple, and cut away 
the bridge of communication between that and 
‘the city, being fully refolved to defend them- 
‘félves to the laft extremity. The other party 
edmitted great numbers of the Romans into the 
town, upon which Pompey difpatched one of his 
-general officers to take poffeffion of the palace. 
Finding that the Jews who had retired into the 
temple were abfolutely determined not to fubmit, 
‘he gave over all thoughts of a compromile, and 
made the neceffary preparations for an affault, in 
which he received every poffible afliftance from 
Hyrcanus and his adherents. 

Pompey refolved to begin the attack on the 
wall of the north fide of the temple, which was 
turrounded by a very deep and broad ditch. As 
aneceffary preparation he ordered this ditch to 
be filled up, in doing of which the Jews had the 
greateft opportunity of annoying the enemy from 
above. Pompey feeing this ordered his: foldiers 
to employ themfelves in the work on the fabbath- 
day, whenthe Jews (notwithftanding it had been 
long deemed lawful for them to ufe their utmoft 
eridéavours for their own fecurity at fuch times 
and on fuch occafions) preferved their fuperfti- 
tious notions ta fuch a degree, that they would 
not permit the leaft interruption to take place, 
or even perform any kind of work, except what 
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fp Though Pompey was thus modeft, yet Craffus (who 
“fucceeded Gabinius in the Tieutenancy) coming to Jerufalem 


fome! time after, notonly extorted the two thoufand talents, +} 


and a large bar of gold by way cf bribe, to reftrain him 


_from.farther plunder ; but, contrary to the promile which he , 
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was indifpenfably neceffary for the immediate 
fupport or defence of their lives. oe, 

The ditch being’ at length filled up, and the 
‘ground levelled, Pompey caufed ftrong towers 
to be erected thereon ; and every neceflary pre- 
paration being made, the affault was commenced 
with a fpecies of engines of war that had been 
brought from Tyre. « *" ‘ 

The befieged defended themfelves with great 
refolution, but there was no poffibility of long 
withftanding the power of a Roman army, 


| After a fiege of three months the temple was ta- 


ken by affault, and fuch of the people who ar. 
tempted to efcape, or offered refiftance, were 
inftantly put to death. Several priefts, who 
were employed inthe duties of their office at the 
time, paid no regard to .their perfonal fafety 
even when the fwords of the enemy were pointed 
to their breafts, but yielded up their lives while 
exercifing the duties of their profeffion. The 
Jews attached to Pompey felt no compaffion for 
thofe who efpoufed the caufe of Ariftobulus ; fo 
that a moft dreadful carnage took place, in which 


-not lefs than twelve thoufand Jews were put to 
the fword. 


Amidft the general calamity of the Jews on 
this occafion what moft fenfibly afflicted them 
was, the unprecedented event of the Holy, of 
Holies being expoted to profane eyes. To this 


‘place only the high-prieft was to. be admitted; 


but it was entered by Pompey and his attendants, 
who faw the candlefticks, lamps, tables for in- 
cenfe, and other articles ufed in the pertormance 
of Divine fervice. He likewife vifited the trea- 
furies, where he found two thouland talents of 
filver, befides veffels of gold and other things 
of great value. He would not, however, fuffer 
a fingle article to be touched, but left them en- 
tire for the facred ufes to: which they were ap- 
propriated ; and the next day he ordered thetemple 
to be purified, and that the oblations and other 
ceremonies of religion fhould be performed as 
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Pompey, having thus poffeffed himfelf of the 
city and temple of Jerufalem, proceeded to make 
fuch regulations as he thought neceffary previous 
to his departure. All thofe people among the 
Jews whom he difcovered to have been the pro- 
moters of the late infurrection, he condemned 
to the lofs of their heads; but fuch as had fig- 
nalized themfelves in the profecution of the 
fiege he liberally rewarded. Among thefe was 
Hyrcanus, whom he not only reftored to the 
high-priefthood, but likewife made him prince 
of the country, though he would not permit 
him to preferve the regal dignity by wearing a 
crown. Helaid the country of Judea under an 
annual tribute ; deprived the Jews of the cities 
they had gained in Coelo-Syria, and, by annexing 
them to the jurifdiction of the Roman govern- 
ment, reduced the poffeffions of the Jews to 


their former limits. He appointed Scaurus, a 
- - 0 


had given upon oath, rarfacked the temple all over, and 
robbed it of every thing he thought worth taking away, 10° 
fomuch that the whole of his facrilegious plunder amounte 
to the value of ten thoufand talents. 
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of his generals, fo the government. of Juded, 
Coelo-Sytia, and all the country of Egypt tothe 
borders of che Euphrates, giving him likewife 
the command of two legions; that he might be 
the better enabled to difcharge the truft repofedl 
in him. 

Having made théfe regulations, Pompey left 
erufalem, and fet forward on his jotiriey Home, 
taking with him Ariftobulus, his two fons Alex- 
ander and Antigonus; and two of his daughters, 
as captives, whom he purpofed fhould be led 
before him when he rhade his triumphal entry 
ino his capital.—From this period we may juftly 
dace the deftruction of Jerufalem, and the fub- 
jection of the Jewifh nation to the Roman yoke, 
having been compelled to reftore to the Syrians 
what they had taken in the courfe of a Jong war, 
as wel! as to fubmit to the lofs of the fovereign 
authority. 

While Pompey was on his way to Rome after 
the reduction of Jerufalem, Alexander (one of 
the fons of Ariftobulus) found means to effect 
his efcape. Fle continued in obfcurity for the 
{pace of three years, at the expiration of which 
he went into Judea, and, having gathered to- 
gether a great number of forces, pofleffed him- 
iclf of feveral principal places in different parts 
ofthe country. Gabinius, the Roman governor 
in Syria, hearing of the proceedings of Alexan- 
der, refolved to march with his army againft 
him, upon which the latter, being informed of 
his intentions, encreafed his troops to ten thou- 
fand foot and fifteen hundred horte, and ftrongly 
fortified Alexandrion, Hyrcanion, and other 
places near the mountains of Arabia. In the 
juvrim Gabinius difpatched one of his principal 
oicers with a body of chofen troops, who were 
ioined by a confiderable number of Jews under 
‘the command of Malicus, a brave and expe- 
rienced officer; and foon after Gabinius himfelf 
followed with the main body of his army. 

As foon as Alexander found Gabinius was pro- 
ceeding towards him with a force which he well 
knew he was by no means able to withftand, he 
thought it moft prudent to make a retreat, which 
he did with all poffible expedition. Gabinius, 
however, clofely followed, and overtook him in 
the neighbourhood of Jerufalem, where a battle 
took place, in which three thoufand of Alexan- 
Cer's troops were put to the fword, the like num- 
ber taken prifoners, and the reft (among whom 
was Alexander) obliged to fave themfelves by a 
precipitate flight. 

Atter this defeat Gabinius went to Jerufalem, 
acd confirmed Hyrcanus in the office of high- 
pric; buc the civil adminiftration he took from 
tie Sanhedrim, and put it into the hands of fuch 
masitrates as he thought proper. He likewife 
divided the land of Judea into five provinces, 
ia cach of which he appointed a court of juftice, 
that the people of the different diftricts might 
have the convenience of being righted in all mat- 
tes of a contentious nature. 

A hort cime after this Ariftobulus (with his 
other ton Antigonus) efcaped from Rome, and 
ging into Judca was joined by a great number 
ef Jews, fome of whom were. influenced to 
| Countenance him merely from a defire of chang- 
Ie their fituation, and others from a principal 
W fdclity and afitéiion. Tle made an attempt 
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to repair the fortrefs of Alexandrion; but on 
receiving information that Gabinius had dif- 
patched an army in purfuit of him, he retreated 
to Macherus, where he difiniffed the ufelefs part 
of his followers, retaining only eight thouland 
men; whom he thought capable of properly bear- 
ing arms, and who had ‘refolution enough to ftand 
a conteft. Ina fhort time the Roman army ar- 
rived, and a general battle rook place, in which 
Ariftobulus and his adherents fought with afto- 
nifhing bravery; buc they were at length com- 
pelled to yield to the fuperior power of the ene- 
my, with the lofs of five thoufand men. Two 
thoifand of the remainder gained a hill, and 
made fome farther refiftance, while Ariftobulus, 
with the other thoufand, cut a pafflage througli 
the Roman army, and retired to Macherus. 
Ariftobulus flattered himfelf that Gabinius would 
confent to a fufpenfion of hoftilities, whereby 
he might be enabled to reinforce his army, and 
put the place in a better pofture of defence. 
But he foon found himflf’ miftaken, for the 
Romans immediately proceeded to affault the 
place, which was defended with great bravery for 
two days, when a tompleat victory was gained 
over Ariftobulus, who, with his fon Antigonus, 
were put in chains, and fent prifoners to Rome. 
The Senate fentenced the father to perpetual im- 
prifonment; but the fon, through the mediation: 
of Gabinius, was fet at liberty, and permitted to 
return to his own country: 

Not long after this a difference tock place 
between Czefar and Pompey, which occafioned 
a diftraétion in the Roman affairs, and a general 
contention among the people throughout the 
empire. Pompey had lett fome forces in 
Syria, to oppofe which Czefar had fer Ariftobiilus 
at liberty, and propofed to have fent him with 
two legions into Judea, in order to fecure that 
province: but, before he could get out of 
Rome, he was poifoned by fome of Pompey’s 
party. His body lay there embalmed for a coit- 
fiderable time, ull at length it was removed by 
Mark Antony, who caufed it to be carried into 
Judea, and there honourably interred in the 
royal fepulchre. 

The fate of Alexander, the elder fon of Arif- 
tobulus, was no lefs deplorable than that of his 
father; for Pompcy having fentenced him ro 
death for feditious practices againft the Romans, 
fent an order to Scipio to fee it immediately put 
in execution, which was accordingly done at the 
city of Antioch. 

Some time after this Pompey died, which 
putting an end to the war, Cafar proceeded on 
his return home, in the way to which he made a 
fhort ftay in Syria. While he was here, Anti- 
gonus, the fecond fon of Ariftobulus, met him, 
and laid his complaints before him relative to 
the murder of his father and brother, who he 
faid were cruelly put to death by the contrivance 
of the friends of the late Pompey. He.urttered 
the moft bitter invectives againit Hyrcanus and 
Antipater, whom he reprelented as the caufe of 
himfelf and brethren being cruelly driven from 
their native country; and at the fame time 
charged them wich having opprefied the public 
for the fake of indulging their own private paf- 
fions and defires. He farther faid, that the af- 
fiftance they had rendered him proceeded rather 
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from fear than refpect, and was only meant to 
make fome compenfation for their former at- 
tachment to Pompey. = 
Antipater, one of the parties thus accufed by 
Antigonus, was at this time with Cafar, and in 
order to deftroy the intended effeét of thefe re- 
proaches, he expofed his wounds, as the beft 
teftimony he could give of his loyalty to Ceefar ; 
having done which he fpoke as follows: * Itis 
“¢ a matter of aftonifhment (faid he) that this 
*« man, the fon of a declared enemy tothe ftate 
“¢ of Rome, and inheriting the rebellious princi- 
*¢ ples of his father, fhould have the effrontery 
«* thus. to accufe the moft zealous of Czefar’s fub- 
« jects, and to arrogate a merit to himfelf, when 


na 


«< death.” 
Ceefar, having heard both parties, inftead of 


giving the leaft countenance to Antigonus, im- } 


mediately conferred the pontificate upon Hyr- 
canus ; and for that purpofe iffued the following 
decree, which he caufed to be circulated through- 
out all Judea, and the neighbouring provinces : 


«« Julius Cafar, Emperor, the fecond time Dic- | 


“© tator, and Pontifex Maximus, &c. 


« Forafinuch as Hyrcanus, the fon of Alex- 


*¢ ander, a Jew, has, at all times, as well in war |. 


¢ 


as peace, approved himfelf to be our good 
and trufty friend and ally, as appeareth by 
«¢ feveral atteftations of unqueftionable credit, 
« &c. Thefe fervices and good offices duly 
s* confidered, I do hereby confirm and eftablith, 
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‘ his conduét has rendered him deferving of } 
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to him and his heirs, the perpetual. govern. 
* ment of the Jews; both as their prinée ang 
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| * high-prieft, after the manner and m of 


ethod 

* their own Jaws; and, from this day forward, 
* enrol them among the number of my trutty 
“¢ anid well-beloved friends, and ratify an affinity 
‘© with them as my affociates. I order likewife 
«¢ chat all the legal pontifical rights and priyj. 
‘* leges be devolved upon him and his fons for 
‘ ever; and that, in cafe any controverfy thal} 
arife among the people concerning the Jewifh 
difcipline, himfelf and his family, in the 
** courfe of fucceffion, fhabl be the only perfons 
** to determine fuch difputes.’”” 

Ceefar, having thus eftablifhed Hyrcanus inthe 
high-priefthood and fovereignty, and reftored the 
civil adminiftration to the Sanhedrim, which 
had been taken from them by Gabinius, was 
next inclined to beftow fome diftinguithed fa. 
vour on Antipater. He therefore defired hin 
tc mention any commiffion he wifhed to enjoy, 
and it fhould be readily granted. Antipater fub- 
mitted the matter entirely to the pleafure of 
Cafar, who appointed him procurator, or fub- 
governor of Judea, under Hyrcanus, and, as 
a farther inftance of his favour, granted him 
permiffioa to repair the walls of Jerufalem, 
which had been greatly damaged at the time 
Pompey laid fiege to the place. Antipater made 
all proper ackmowledgments to Caefar for the 
diftinguifhed favours he had been pleafed to be- 
ftow on him; and, after accompanying him to 
the frontiers of Syria, took his leave, Ceefar re- 
turning to Rome and Antipater to Jerufalem. 
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Antipater the fub-governor of Judea, repairs the walls of Yerufalem, and exborts the peeple to pay ¢ 


proper fubmiffion to Tlyrcanus. 


He promotes bis two fons, Phafael and Herod, the firft to the g:- 
vernment of the country round “ferufalem, and the latter to that of Galilee. 


Herod makes a prifiner 


of Hezekias, the ring-leader of an outrageous banditti, whom, with feveral of bis afforiates, he puts 


to death, 
before the Sanhedrim ta anfwer for bis condudt. 


The enemies of Antipater envy the profperity of his fens, and occefion Herod to be brought 
He accerdingly appears, upow which Hyrcanus, fear- 


ful of the confequences, adjourns the court, and advifes Herod, in the mean time, to make his e/cape 
from Sferufalem. Hered takes this advice, and retires into Syria, where be is countenanced by Sextis 
Cwfar, who appoints him to the government of Cele-Syria. Herod refolves te march to JFerufalem, and 
depofe Hyrcanus, but, by the expoftulations of bis father and brother, be is prevailed on ta relinguip 
his defign. Acivil war takes place among the Romans, in which Sextus Cefar is bafely murdered by 
means of Cacilius Baffus. Fulius Cefar is affaffinatca in the fenate-boufe at Rome. Antipater is poi- 
foned by Malicus, and bis death revenged by his fon Ilerod, Felix dectares war againft Hercd and bis 
érother Phafael, the latter of boi proves victorious, and all the attempts of Felix are rendered abor- 
tive. Accnfiderable body of the Jews apply to Mark Antony againft Hered and his Lrotker, but with- 
cut fuccefs. ntigonus (the younger fon of the late Ariflobu'us) by the afffance of the Parthians 
gains the kingdom of Judea, Hyrcanus and Pbhafuel are taken prifoners and fent 1a Antigonv's, the 
Sormer of whom has bis ears cut off, and the latter puts an end to his own exiftence. Herod gers? 
Reme, and, by means of Antony and Auguftus, obtains from the Senate a grant of the kingdom of }H- 
dea. Heis oppofed by Antigonus, and indifferently affifled by the Romans. Fe lays fiege to ‘ferufalem, 
takes Antigonus prifoner, and prevails with Antony to have him put to death, 


reculations as he thought neceffary for the ad- 
vantage of his mafter, and the general good © 

} the people. The firft thing he did was, to re 

pair the walls both of the city and temple, sia 
‘ 


NTIPATER, being appointed to the fub- 
A government of Judea by Julius Czfar, 
unmediately on his return to Jerufalem fet 
abour the duties of his office, by making fiuch 
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had been greatly damaged by Pompey. Having 
done this, he took an excurfion into different 
parts of the province, in order to eftablith good 
order and tranquillity among the people. He 
told them, that if they obferved a due obedience 
to Hyrcanus thay fhould enjoy plenty and hap- 
pinefs; but, if they fought to gratify their pri- 
vate interefts at the expence of the public, he 
would himfelf prove a rigid governor, and they 
would find in the perfon of Hyrcanus, inftead 
of a gracious and mild prince, a cruel and un- 
yelenting tyrant. Bt 

But though Antipater, for political reafons, 
recommended great deference from the people 
co Hyrcanus, yet he was confcious of his in- 
capacity to difcharge the duties of his office, 
and was therefore determined to take every ne- 
ceffary precaution againft any dangers that might 
arife in confequence thereof. To this purpofe 
he appointed his eldeft fon Phafael, who was a 
captain of the guards, as fuperintendant over 
Jerufalem and the adjoining country, and his 
younger fon Herod he appointed to the govern- 
ment of Galilee. 

Herod, though only fifteen years of age, was 
of a pregnant genius, and enterprizing fpirit ; 
nor was it long before he difcovered himfelf to 
be capable of great undertakings. There hap- 
pened at this time to bea gang of defperate rob- 
bers, who infefted Galilee, with the neighbour- 
ing parts of Coelo-Syria, committing the moft 
horrid depredations wherever they went. Herod 
refolved, if poffible, to remove fo great an 
evil, and for this purpofe marched at the head 
of a body of men, in purfuit of them. After 
fome days fearch he came up with them, and a 
defperate affray took place, in which Herod 
proved victorious. Hezekias, the ring-leader, 
with the greater part of ‘his affociates, he took 
prifoners, all of whom, as a terror to thofe who 
efcaped, and to prevent their committing the 
like depredations in future, he put to death. — 

This enterprize procured Herod a very dif- 
tinguifhed fhare of reputation; and the Syrians 
in general confidered him as the man to whom 
they were indebted for the fecure and happy en- 
joyment of their lives, liberties and poffeffions. 
It likewife made him known to Sextus Czxfar, 
coufin to Czefar the Great, who at that time 
held the government of Syria. ; 

While Herod was diflinguifhing himfelf as a 
man of courage, and well adapted for military 
exploits, his brother Phafael was equally en- 
deavouring to obtain public favour by the up- 
rightnefs of his conduét. And fo moderate was 
he in the exercife of that power with which he 
was invefted, and fo ftri¢tly obfervant of the 
principles of juftice, that he gained the general 
approbation and refpect of the people. : 

The reputation gained by Herod and his 
brother Phafael contributed not a little to in- 
creafe that of the father, who experienced as 
high a degree of veneration as he could have 
done had he aétually been the fovereign of the 
people ; and fo far was he froin being tranfported 
beyond the bounds of moderarion by his great 
fuccefs, that he preferved, in the ftriéteft man- 
ner, his fidelity and refpect towards Hyrcanus. 

The wealth, power and grandeur of Antipa- 
ter, the dignity of his fanuly, and the venera- 
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tion in which the people held him and his fons, 
created him many enemies among the leading 
men of the Jews, more efpecially when they 
found he was a favourite with the empercr, as 
well as with the common people of Rome. They 
therefore endeavoured to traduce his charaéter, 
and bring upon him the populat odium; to efi 
which they infinuated that he had embezzled 
confiderable fums of money which he had re- 
ceived from Hyrcanus for the ule of the Ro- 
mans. But the pencipe thing which they al- 
ledged as the caufe of their diffatisfaétion was, 
the violent, daring, and ambitious temper of 
Herod ; infomuch that, in the heat of their in- 
dignation, they went in a boly to Hyrcanus; 
whom they haughtily addreffed in words to this 
effect: “« Why will you be negligent while 
“ every thing is going to deftruétion? Do you 
not perceive chat Antipater and his fons di- 
vide the prerogatives and emoluments of the 
royal power, while you are a prince only in 
* title and name? Be cautious ere matters 
proceed tco far; for, depend on it, your go- 
vernment and life are equally in danger. — If 
you confider thofe youths as your deputies, 
you are miftaken, for, in fact, they are mat- 
ters.” Fierod’s treatment of Hezekias and his 
companions was a violation of public juftice, 
it being murder to put a man to death with- 
out the ceremony of trial, however atrocious 
his crimes may have been; but Herod has 
exercifed an arbitrary power without the lea(t 
pretence of authority for fo doing, and there- 
fore ought to be rendered amenable co jultice 
« for the iniquities he has committed.” 

In confequence of thele complaints Hyrcanus 
cited Herod to appear before the council at Je- 
rufalem to an{wer for his conduét. By the ad- 
vice of his father, after fecuring his garrifons in 
Galilee, he proceeded to obey the fovercign 
mandate; and, unwilling to offend Hyrcanus, 
went to Jerufalem, attended only by fuch a com- 
pany of foldicrs as he thought neceffary for rhe 
fecurity of his perfon. Sextus Cefar, having 
conceived a great cfteem for Ilerod, was greatly 
concerned when he heard of his being ordered 
to appear before the council at Jerufalem, left, 
when in the power of his enemies, fome fatal 
event might happen to him. He therefore in- 
terpoicd in his behalf, by immediately difpatch - 
ing meffengers to Hyrcanus, requefling, in the 
moft earnelt manner, that he would difinifs the 
complaint exhibited againft him. 

When Herod arrived at Jerufalem he imme- 
diately made his appearance before the Sanhe- 
drim, at the head of whom fat Flyrcanus. He 
was dreffed in a purple robe, and being fur- 
rounded with his guards, he 19 overawed that 
great council, that they all fat mute for aconli- 
derable time, no perfon whatever attempting to 
lay the leaft accufation againft hii; till at length 
one Simeas, who was more courageous than the 
reft, arifing from his feat, addrefied the court 
in words to this effect: “ I never (faid he) 
<¢ before faw a prifoner at the bar behave in fo 
*© bold and daring a manner, and 1 believe your 
«© obfervation and experience will hardly furnifh 
** you with fuch another inttance. It has beea 
** tormerly cuftomary for people in fuch a fitua- 
** tion to appear, by their drets and behaviour, 
© reftened 


Ae 
¢« refigned to the legal enquiry that awaits then: 
< but here is a culprit who feems to pride him- 
«¢ felf in his drefs and attendants, which makes 
*€ it appear as if public juftice was more to be 
«© dreaded by the court than the criminal. Yet 
“ I cenfure not him for confulting his own fafety 
rather than the refpect due to the laws, fo 
much as I do the king and the judges, who 
have permitted him to aét in this manner. 
But remember that God is juft and powerful ; 
and the time is,advancing when this man, 
whom you fcreéa from the juftice of the laws, 
will be afcourge to you all.” 

After Simeas had finifhed this fpeech, Hyrca- 
nus, judging from the countenances of the people 
in general, that Herod was in danger, adjourned 
the court till the following day, and in the mean 
time advifed him to fave himfelf by a private re- 
treat. WHerod took the advice of Hyrcanus, and 
immediately repaired to his friend Sextus Cafar, 
who was then at Damafcus, but with a full refo- 
lution that if he fhould be a fecond time cited 
to Jerufalem, not to appear on any account 
whatever. 

As foon as the enemies of Herod underftood 
that he had fled from Jerufalem, they ufed all 
the means they could to enrage Hyrcanus againft 
him. They told him that he had departed in an- 
ger, and that he had certainly refolved on fome 
clefperate means of revenge: that there was not 
the leaft doubt but that Herod had already con- 
certed his deftruétion ; and though the matter 
was fufficiently evident, and himfelf muft be 
convinced of it, yet fo pufillanimous was he, 
that he had not courage to take the neceffary 
means to prevent it. 

Hyrcanus was greatly embarraffed in his mind 
at this reprefentation ; but, on receiving infor- 
mation that Sextus had appointed Herod to the 
command of his troops in Syria, hts fears in- 
created to fuch a degree that he was continually 
tortured by the imagination that Herod was 
leading an army to depofe him. Nor was he 
wrong in his conjecture 5 for Herod, violently 
enraged at having been treated asa criminal, 
raifed a powerful body of forces, and proceeded 
towards Jerulalem, with a refolution of depri- 
ving Hyrcanus of the government. This enter- 
prize he would certainly have carried into ex- 
ecution had it not been for the interpofition of 
Antipater and his brother Phafael, who, knowing 
his intentions, met him on the way, and by their 
arguments, diffuaded him from fo imprudent a 
ptoceeding. “ They beofught him by no means 
whatever, to think of offering any violence to 
the king, to whofe favour and countenance he 
was indebted for the dignified {tation he enjoyed. 
They told him that his indignation at being ac- 
cufed fhould, in a great meafure, be appeafed 
by the friendly advice of the king: that if he 
prided hinfclf in his power, he fhould confider 
that the meafure he was about to purfue was not 
only unjuft, but hkewife unprofitable: that the 
Divine protection could not be expected by that 
man who revolted againft his legal fovereign : 
that the prince he meant to oppofe was his fin- 
cere friend and generous benefactor, and one 
who had in no inftance wronged him, except 
when irritated by the injurious fuggeftions of his 
enemies.” “Fhete arguments had the defired ef 
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fect: Herod _repreffed his indigtation,. waved 
the defign of proceeding to hoftilities, and in: 
mediately returned wth his army to Galilee, : 
At-this time a civil war broke out among thie 
Romans in the neighbourhood of Apamia; dy- 
ring which Coecilius Baffus caufed Sextus Cafar 
to be put to: death, and afterwards affumed the 
command of his troops. In revenge for the 
murder of Sextus, the party attached to Juliys 
Cafar oppofed Baffus with their utmoft power, 
and from a veneration towards the furvivine 
Ceefar, and the memory of the deceafed, Anne 
pater difpatched confiderable fuccours to the 
avengers cf tlre murderers of Sextus, under the 
command of his two' fons Herod and Phafael, 
Julius Cafar was at this time making prepa. 
rations for an expedition againft the Parthians 
but was prevented from executing his defign by 
being barbaroufly affaffinated in the fenate-houfe 
at Rome. ‘The bafenefs of this aét was conf. 
derably heightened by the perfons who concerted 
it, the principal authors being Marcus Brutu 
Decimus Brutus, Caffius, Trebonius, and f : 
’ ome 
others on whom Ceefar had conferred the highe? 
favours. ‘The manner in which they executed 
this horrid deed was as follows: As foon as Cz- 
far entered the fenate-houfe, Atcilius Cimber 
who was one of the confpirators prefented him. 
felf (as it had been previoufly agreed among 
them) before Czefar, demanding, 1n a peremp- 
tory manner, the parden of his brother, who 
had been banifhed. Ceefar, thinking that fuch 
x favour ought rather to be afked with humility 
than demanded with authority, refufed to com- 
ply ; upon which Attilius immediately laid hold 
of the bottom of his robe, and pulled him with 
fuch force as to throw him into a reclining pot- 
ture, when another of the confpirators, named 
Cafca, drawing his dagger, plunged it into 
Crefar’s fhoulder. The wound, however, Leing 
flight, Cefar fell upon the affafin, but, whik 
they were fcuffling together, another of the con- 
fpirators came behind, and ftabbed Ceefar in the 
fide, while Caffius at the fame time wounded 
him in the face, and Brutus pierced his thigh. 
Cefar ftill defended himfelf for fome time, ull 
at length, being greatly weakened with the lols 
of blood, he went to the foot of Pompey’s {ta- 
tue, where he fell, and expired, after having 
held the government little more than three 
ears 
The death of Jutius Czefar occafioned the molt 
fhocking contentions and diforders among the 
fubjeéts of the Roman empire. The heads ot 
the people were divided into fa€tions, and, re- 
gardlefs of the public welfare, aéted according 
to their refpective interefls and paffions, Caflius 
(one of the principal confpirators againft the 
life of Julius Cafar) obtained the command o! 
the army in Syria, which was then before Ap? 
mia; and having foon brought over:to his in- 
tereft. Marcus and Baflus, with fome others, 
he raifed the fiege. He then proceeded from 
one place to another, collecting nen, m- 
ney and arms wherever he went; but the place 
he moft oppreffed was Judea, on which he levied 
a tax of no lefs than feven hundred talents ° 
filver. 
During this confufion Antiparer committed 


the care cf gathering part of the money fixe 
on 
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on Judea to his two fons, while Malicus (who 
was the next to him in power and fecretly his 
enemy), was concerned with others in collecting 
the relt ‘The firft fum, amounting to an hun- 
dred talents,’ was gathered by Herod in Galilee, 
and his expedition in the, bufinefs obtained him 
ereat favour with Caffius: but the other agents 
being negligent in their duty fo exafperated C€af- 
fus that he entirely deftroyed feveral cities under 
their jurifdiction, and fold the inhabitants for 
flaves. He was particularly. incenfed againft 
Malicus, and, for his neglect, formed the defign 
of putting. him to death,.which he would cer- 
tainly have done had it not been for Antipater, 
who pacified him with a prefent of an hundred 
talents out of his own coffers. 

Malicus repeatedly acknowledged himfclf in- 
debted to Antipater for the prefervation of his 
life; but no fooner had Caffius left Syria with 
the treafures he had collected, than Malicus 
concerted meafures for the deftruction of his ge- 
nerous benefactor, whom he confidered as the 
only obftacle to his ambitious views; 

Antipater, knewing Malicus to be a man of 
an artful and difingenuous temper, entertained 
a fufpicion of his defign. He therefore, as a 
neceffary precaution croffed the river Jordan, 
and placed himfelf at the. head of as large a 
body of Jews and Arabians as he could collect 
together. Malicus, who was bold and artful, 
finding himfelf fulpeéted, immediately went to 
Antipater (whofe fons were then with him) and 
folemnly {wore to his.innocence. <‘* Can it be 
“ jmagined (faid he) that I fhould be fo weak 
“ as to think of a plot or confpiracy, when I 
« knew that Herod had the command of the 
“arms and magazines, and that Phafael had 
“ the command of Jerufalem ?” In confequence 
of this, and other forcible arguments, the two 
fons of Antipater were induced to think their 
father had been wrong in his conjectures, and at 
their inftigation Antipater was prevailed on to 
form a reconciliation with Malicus. 

At this time a war commenced between An- 
tony and the younger Czfar (afterwards called 
Auguftus) on the one part, and Brutus and 
“«ffius on the other. In confequence of this 
- jus, being fenfible of the diftinguifhed qua- 
tiues of Herod, nominated him to the govern- 
ment of Coclo-Syria, and for his fecurity ap- 
ronted him a ftrong body guard both of horfe 
aid toot; promifing, at the fame time, that af- 
ter the war was over, he would promote him to 
the fovercignty of Judea. 

The advancement of Herod proved of fatal 
tonfequence to his father; for Malicus, thinking 
Antipater would become {till more powerful on 


that account, refolved, by fome means or other, | 


‘to have him difpatched, and was continually 
ying plots for that purpofe. At length he hit 
vpon one that fucceeded to his wifhes; for, ta- 
king the ‘opportunity of Antipater’s one day 
waning with Hyrcanus, he bribed the butler to 
put poifon into his wince, of which he inftantly 
txpired, and Malicus, with an armed force, 
(which he had prepared for the purpofe) imme- 
diately feized on the government of Jerufalem.— 
Such was the end of Antipater, a man of con- 
lunmate wifdom, and undaunted refolufion, and 
¥ whofe means l]yrcanus was advanced to the 
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fovereighty of Judea. Hie was of the greatett 
uprightnefs and probity, a friend to the diftreffed,. 
and a true lover of his country. a o3 
As fdon as the death of Antipater was pub» 
licly known, the people (who had the greareit 
veneration for hi) fufpecting that it was occa- 
fioned by Malicus, were exafperated againit hia. 
to the higheft pitch of extravagance, and would. 
certainly have murdered himy had he not, in 
the moft folemn and public manner, declared 
himfelf totally innocent of,the accufation laid 
againft him. Ie was very natural for Malicus 
to apprehend that Phafael and Herod would feek 
revenge for the death of their father ; and there: 
fore, to avoid the confequences, he aifembled 
together a confiderable body of troops, and by 
that means put himfelf into a condition of ma- 
king a proper defence fhould he be fuddenly at~ 
tacked. 
_ When Herod and his brother heard of thé 
death of their father, they wete greatly incenfed 
again{ft Malicus, whom, in their own minds, they 
were cortvinced was the author of it Herod 
was defirous of wreaking inftant vengeance on 
the abominable traitor; but his brother Phafaei, 
diffuading him from that meafure, from an unwil- 
lingnefs to difturb the public peace, they per-. 
mitted him to make a defence, and affumed che 
appearance of being perfectly fatisfied of his in- 
nocence; after which they proceeded to the in- 
terment of their father, the ceremonies of which 
they caufed to be performed with the moft dif- 
tinguifhed magnificence. 
Herod now went to Samaria in order to quell 
fome difturbances which then prevailed in that 
part of the country. The firft folemn day after 
his arrival at Samaria he went the preceding 
evening to Jerufalem, attended by his guards, 
in order to affift in the ufual devotions on that 
occafion. As foon as Malicus heard of his 
coming, being under great apprehenfion from 
Herod, he immediately repaired to Hyrcantis, 
and prevailed with him to expoftulate with He- 
rod on the impropriety of being attended by 
{trangers, by whom the holy religion would 
be prophaned, and the people interrupted in their 
devotional exerciles. Wicrod treated the mattcr 


| complained of by Hyrcanus with contempt; and 


in the night gained admittance, with his atten- 
dants, into the city. Malicus did not chufe to 
make any farther objections to Herod’s guards 
being inthe city; or to take any meafures that 
might be likely to produce a difturbance among 
the peaple, whom he warmly knew to be at- 
tached to Herod. On the contiary, he treated 
Herod w:th great apparent refpeét, and pretended 
to be exquifitely afflicted at the fate of Antipa- 
ter, Wferod faw through his iniquitous hypo- 
crify; but; diffemblig his rage for the prefent, 
appeared to believe him fincere; and the next 
day, taking his leave, returned with his guards 
to Samaria. 

Herod could now no longer contain his refent- 
ment againft Malicus, and therefore, while he 
was at Samaria; he wrote a letter co Caffius, re- 
quefting that juftice might be done upon the 
murderer of his father. Caffius, who already 
entertained an enmity againft Malicus, readily. 
confented that Herod fhould teek revenge, ang 
for that purpofe difpatched private orders to th 
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forces on their fide, put the whold city i 
fufion. Herod was fica at Damafeus ‘cake 
F bius the governor ; and an indifpofition rendered 
him incapable of leading his troops to his 
brother. Phafael, however, weathered hone 
with great fuccefs, for, with his own forces, he 
drove Felix, and all his tumultuous party, Sie 
of Jerufalem ; but not being able to purfue them, 
oy foon po ema of feveral 
places not only in different parts of 
likewife in Galilee. ares 

Phafael reproached Hyrcanus, in the mot 
fpirited terms, for his ingratitude in ef] 
the caufe of Felix, and giving the brother of 
Malicus poffefion of Mafiada, the ftrongeft for: 
in the country, befides feveral other cafties. He 
was, indeed, fo irritated at the conduct of Hyr- 
canus, that he would, doubrlefs, have refented 
it with fome feverity, had itnot been fora match 
at this time on foot (and which was foon after 
confummated) between his brother Herod and 
Mariamne *, the grand-daughter of Hyrcanus; 
on which account he fuffered his refeotment ie 
aun and all differences were made up between 
them. 

In the mean time Herod, having recovered 
from his illnefs, left Damafcus, and marching 
againft the enemy foon retook the places they 
had conquered. He reduced three {trong caftles 
that had been taken by Marion, king of the Ty- 
rians (who, by the favour of Caffius, had ob- 
tained not only the command of Tyre but all 
Syria) and drove that monarch out of Galilee. 
He thewed great lenity to the Tyrians whom he 
made prifoners, by not only fparing their lives, 
but likewife complimenting many with preients, 
by which means he made them friends to his 
caufe. 

But Herod had now a more powerful enemy 
to fubdue, for Antigonus, the fon of Ariftabu- 
lus, having entered into a defign of oppofing 
him, for that purpofe raifed a powerful army, 
and, by a confiderable bribe, engaged. Fabius, 
the governor of Damafcus, to join him. They 
accordingly marched to the borders of Judes, 
where, being met by Herod, a defperate battle 
enfued, in which the latter proved victorious, 
the army of Antigonus being totally routed, great 
numbers flain, and the reft, with their conjunctive 
leaders, obliged to fave themfelves by a precipi- 
tate flight. 

After this conqueft Herod returned in triumph 
to Jerufalem, where he was received with the 
greateft acclamations of joy. In afew days the 
marriage was confummated between him and 
Mariamne, the grand-daughter of Hyrcanus, 
on which account thofe perfons who had before 
been his enemies, now became his friends, ant 
ufed every means in their power to promote his 
intereft. 

During thefe tranfactions a decifive battle took 
place near Philippi in Macedonia, bttwecn the 


Roman armies under the command of Brutus 
and 


Arg 
different commanders of his troops, authorizing’ 
them to grant fech affiftance as he fhould re- 
uire. eee 
Malicus,confcious of his guilt, and fafpécting 
that Herod was concerting fome plot for his de- 
ese formed a plan for gétting his fon from 



























yre (where he then refided in quality of an 
hoftage) and pprreating with him imto Judea, 
hoping by thofe means the Jews might revolt, 
and his ftrength be thereby greatly increafed = 
but reflecting on the defperate fituation of his 
affairs, and the little probability of fucceeding 
sn the attempt, he at length gave it up, and, in~ 
fread thereof, fuggefted an enterprize of a much 
more dangerous nature. Fre determined to take 
advantage of Caffius being engaged in the war 
againft Antony, and to fpirit up the whole Jewith 
ation to an infurrection againft the Romans ; 
imagining that; if he could but effect his point, 
he might eafily depofe Hyrcanus, and, without 
any difficulty, ébtain poffeffion of the govern= 
ment of Judea. 

But all the defigns of Malicus were freftrated 
by means of Herod, whofe patience being now 
Worn out in not having obtained revenge for 
the death of his father, concerted a fcheme for 
taking away the life of his treacherous murderer. 
He invited Hyrcanus and Malicus to an entcr- 
¢ainment which he had appointed to be held on 
acertain day. In the mean time he fent one of 
his moft confident domeftics to the officers of 
the Roman troops, with orders, that they fhould 
fend a body of men to acertain fpot he mentioned, 
and which the two vifiters were obliged to pafs, 
and that as foon as they faw Malicus, they fhould 
itnmediately fall on him and put him to death, 
but by no means to do the leaft injury to Hyr- 
eanus. The Roman commanders, in obedience 
to the directions fent them by Caffius, readily 
comptied with the requeft of Herod, and fend- 
ing a body of men at the time and place ap- 
pointed, as foon as Malicus appeared, they frit 
ty obeyed their orders, by immediately falling 
on and putting him to death. This alarming 
and fudden event fo affected Hyrcanus, that he 
fainted away; and remained totally infenfible for 
fome time. At length, recovering himfelf, he 
enquired by whom Malcius had been fain, and 
was anfwered by the Roman commander that 
he had been put to death by order of Caffius. 
« Then, faid Hyrcanus, 1 acknowledge Caffius 
« to be the preferver of my life and kingdom, 
é& the deftruétion of both which has been long 
« meditated by the traitor Malicus.” Eiyrca- 
nus, however, certainly fpoke this not as the 
real fentiments of his mind, but from the im- 
pulfe of fear, as appears from his conduct after 
the tranfaétion took place. 

No fooner was the death of Malicus, and the 
manner of it, known in Jerufalem, than a party 
of his friends rofe in arms to revenge it on the 
fons of Antipater; and having gained Hyrca- 
nus, and Felix the commander of the Roman 


defiring to make her his wife was, becaufe the Jews, at that 
time had a very zealous regard for the Afmonean fam 
(that is, tH® detcendants of the Maccabees) and therefore 
thought that by marrying this lady, he fhould the more cally 
obtain the genera! affe€tions of the people, 


® She was the daughter of Alexander, the fon of king 
Ariftobulus by Alexandra, the daughter of Efyrcanus II, She 
was a lady of extraordinary beauty and diftinguithed. virtue, 
and, in all other laudable qualifications, accomplithed beyond 
moit women of her time : but the rea! motive for Herod's’ 
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and Caffius on thé one part; and Mark Antony 
and Cefar Odtavianus on- the other; in which 
the latter proved victorious, The two armies 
confilted of near 100,000 men each, and the 
conteft lafted for fome days. Brutus and Caffius 
both commanded in the a€tion, but C#far Octa- 
vianus being fiek in his tent, the command of 
the other army fell wholly upon Antony. The 
forces commanded by Caffius were foon repulfed 
fo that he retired to an hill, in order to wait for 
an account of that part of the army which was 
commandéd by Brutus; but in the confufion and 
duft, not being able to perceive what was doing, 
his mind mifgave him that Brutus was overcome, 
and thereupon he commanded his fervant Pin- 
darus to cut of his head. Brutus, on the firf 
day of aftion, was fo fuccefsful, that he made the 
enemy retire, and took Octavianus’s camp; but, 
in a few days after, coming to a fecond general 
engagement, he was entirely routed, and béing 
unwilling to fall into the hands of the enemy; 
he prevailed with his friénd Strabo to difpatch 
him; which put a final clofe to the conteft. 

The two conquerors having thus fubdued their 
enemies, feparated their armies; Antony going 
with his forces into Afia, and Caifar O€¢tavianus 
retiring to Italy. 

When Antony arrived at Bithynia he was waited 
on by ambaffadors from moft princes and ftates 
in that part of the world to congratulate him on 
his late fuccefs, who fent confiderable prefents to 
him in order to fecure his future friendfhip. The 
factious Jews took this opportunity of endeavour: 
ing to raife frefh difturbances. They fent feveral 
principal people of the Jewifh nation to Antony, 
exhibiting violent complaints againft Phafael and 
Herod, whom they accufed of having ufurped, 
and arbitrarily exercifed, the fovereign authority 
of Judea, leaving Hyrcanus only the name of 
king. But Herod, by his artful management, 
defeated all their defigns, for knowing on what 
bufinefs they were gone, he difpatched meffen- 
gers to Antony with a confiderable fum of money 
as a prefent, which had fo powerful an effect, 
that Antony would not pay any regard to the com- 
plaints laid againft him. ‘ 

When Antony arrived at Ephefus, Hyrcanus, 
and fuch of the principal Jews who were in his 
intereft, fent ambaffadors to him with a crown 
of gold, and various other prefents, at the fame 
ume requeiting that their countrymen, who 
were carried away prifoners by Caffius, contrary 
to the rules of war, might be fet at liberty, and 
reftored to thofe poffeffions of which they had 
been unjuftly deprived. . 

Antony, being pleafed with the compliment 
paid him, and thinking the requeft made by the 
Jews ftri€tly juft and reafonable, readily com- 
plied ; and in confequence thereof wrote to 
Hyrcanus as follows : 


“ Marcus Antonius, Emperor, to Hyrcanus the 
High -prieft and Prince of the Jews, greeting. 


“ Forafinuch as we have been affured of the || 


ec 


regard that you and your people entertain for 
us (agreeable to what we have formerly expe- 
* rienced) by your ambaffadors at Ephefus, who 
have honourably difcharged their commiffion ; 
and forafmuch as we are convinced of your 
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“ fincerity; piety and virtue, by better proofs 
*© than verbal profeffions, we accept your friend- 
“ thip; and readily agree to your propofals. 
¢ We will take care that you and your people 
“€ participate in the fame enjoyments with us; 
* and for this purpofe have already fenr orders 
*€ that. the Jews, who have been made flaves by 
« Caffius, or his order; be imimediately fer art 
« iberty. And we farther command thar all 
*€ the privileges granted by us be peaceably.en- 
** joyed by ee atid your heirs, forbidding the 
** Tyrians from molefting you, dire€ting thac 
€ they reftore al] the goods and eftates of which 
*« the Jews have been deprived ; and declaring 
*© our acceptance of the crown and prefents you 
have been pleafed to tranfmit to us by the 
«* hands of your ambafladors.” 

. At the fame time.thae Antony fent this letter 
to Hyrcanus, he difpatched meflengers to the 
heads of the Tyrians, with an edié&t to the fol- 
followifig effect: ~ 


«© The Emperor Marcus Antonius to the fenate, 
magiftrates and people of Tyre, greeting. 


‘© Whereas the ambaffadors of Hyrcanus, 
« high-pfieft and prince of the Jews, have fig- 
s* nified to us at Ephefus, that when our ene- 
*€ mies had ufurped poffeffion of this province, 
<¢ you feized the lands of many of thofe people 
"© to our ufe: now know ye, that as we em- 
*¢ barked in the Jate war for the public welfare, 
«¢ and promotion of religion, againft the rebels, 
«© we hereby command that you not only live 
“© in friendthip with our allies the Jews, but re- 
‘© turn to the proprietors whatever was feized by 
** the enemies, t0 whom the fenate not having 
« given right of poffeflion, they coult not trant- 
*¢ fer any right to others, as what they pofleficd 
‘* was was in confequence of unlawful feizure. 


| * Having now fubdued our adverfaries, we 


«* judge it expedient to re-eftablifh our friends in 
“ the poffeflion of their eftates and properties : 
** wherefore, if you at prefent poffefs any lands 
“€ or eftates, heretofore the property of Hyrcanu; 
« prince of the Jews, which were feized during 
‘* the invafion of Caffius, we command that they 
“* be immediately delivered to the perfons who 
® originally owned them; and if any doubts or 
«¢ difficulties arife, we will enquire into them 
* when we come into your country, and fee that 
* yuftice is equally adminiftered.” 
Notwithftanding the great protection [iyrca- 
nus, and confequently Phafael and Herod, roge- 
ther with all thofe Jews who were in their inte- 
reft, obtained from thefe decrees of Antony, and 
notwithftanding the rebuff that their enemies had 
met with in their application to Antony at Bi- 
thynia, yet they were ftill refolved to make ano- 
ther attempt for obtaining their ends. Accord- 
ingly, Antony going to Daphne, near Antioch, 
no Jefs than one hundred of the moft confiderable 
people among the faétious Jews repaired to him 
in a body, in order to repeat the charges which 
had been before exhibited againft Phafael and 
Herod ; and the moft eloquent Ipeakers were ap- 
pointed to urge their complaints. Antony now 
thought proper to give them a hearing; and the 
defence was undertaken by Maffala and Uyre.- 
nus, the latter betng induced to plead an accomnt 
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of his relationfhip tothe parties acccufed, An- 
tony, having heard both parties, demanded of 
Hyrcanus whom he confidered as the moft-per- 
fectly qualified for public adminiftration. To 
which he replied, that he knew no perfons fo ca- 
pable of the government as Phafael and Herod. 
This declaration was highly fatisfactery to An- 
tony, who ftill held in grateful recollection the 
friendly reception and liberal entertainment he 
had received from their father Antipater at the 
time Gabinius invaded Judea. He therefore, 
by way of acknowledgment for paft favours re- 
ceived from Antipater, made his two fons-Herod 
and Phafael tetrarchs +, and committed ali the 
affairs of Judeato their adminiftration. This he 
confirmed by letters to the Jews; and, to oblige 
them to obey what he had done, he detained fit- 
teen out of the hundred as hoftages, whom he 
would have put to death had it not been for the 
iterceffion of Herod. 

‘Lhe benevolence of Herod, however, had 
little weight with his enemies, who were no 
fooner difmiffed than they concerted new fchemes 
to deftroy him. When Antony arrived at Tyre 
they difparched no lefs than a thoufand of their 
principal men to him with accufations of the 
like nature as before againft Herod and Phafael. 
Thefe people were fo outrageous that Antony 
commanded the magiftrates of the city to di- 
perfe them, and in every refpect to maintain: the 
authority of the tetrarchs he had eltablifhed. 
Herod and Hyrcanus, who had likewife gone to 
‘Tyre on this occafion, went to the deputies, and 
in a friendly manner expoftulated with them on 
the dangerous-tendency of their conduct, and ex- 
horted them to moderation, left the ruin. of them- 
felves and their whole nation fhould be the 
confequences. But thefe remonftrances only 
tended to increafe their infolence and refentment; 
and Antony, finding himfelf under the neceffity 
of reducing them by force of arms, fome were 
killed, and many wounded. Hyrcanus' caufed 
the {lain to be decently interred, and ordered all 
neceflary care to be taken of fuch as were 
wounded. But this beneficence had no effect 
upon thofe who efcaped: they continued their 
outrageous proceedings, and committed various 
acts of violence, at which Antony was fo irritated 
that he ordered the fifteen hoftages, who had been 
Jeft with him him at Daphne, to be put todeath, 
and threatened a fevere revenge againit the reft 
unlefs they inftantly difperfed. This had the 
defired effect, the remaining deputies immedi- 
ately leaving Tyre, and returning to Jerufalem. 

Not long after this Herod and his brother 
found they had enemies to contend with who 
were much more powerful than thofe with whom 
they had hitherto been engaged. Antigonus, the 





t ‘Phe word tetrarch, which fometimes occurs in Scripture 
(asin Matt. xiv. a. Luke iit, 1, 1g. ix. 7. Adts xiii. 3.) and 
is frequently ufed among the defcendants of Herod the Great, 
fignifies a Lord that has the fourth part of a ftate, pro- 
vince or kingdom, without wearing a diadem, or bearing the 
title of aking. Butit muft not be always underitood in a 
rigorous fenfe, hecaufe the name of tetrarch was given to 
lim who poffeffed fometimes an dal/f, and fometimes a third 
part, of any principality; nay, frequently the name of 
fénz was given to him who was but a ¢errarcé, and that of a 
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fon of Ariftobulus, after being defeated by He.. 
rod on the-borders of Judea, retired to Parthia, 
where he was kindly received and proteéted, 
the prince of that country... After he had been 
fome time here, and eftablifhed an intereft amon 
the moft confiderable perfons of that nation, he 
engaged to pay them a thoufand talents,. and 
prefent them with five hundred of the.finett wo- 
men in the country, if they would affift him in 
the recovery. of his father’s kingdom.. ie 

The Parthians readily accepted the propofal of 
Antigonus, and the king. fent his general with 
him, atthe head of a very. powerful army, to 
invade Judea. As foon as they entered the 
country great numbers of the Jews joined: them 
in their march, and when they came to Jerufa. 
lem the faction that hated the two brothers im- 
mediately declared for Antigonus. Herod aid 
Phafael, together with. Hyrcanus, having planted 
themfelves, with their refpective forces, in diffe- 
rent parts of the city,. held out for fome time 
with great refolution, till at length, Hyrcanus. 
and Phafael being taken prifoners by the Parthi- 
ans; and Herod, onthat account, not being able 
to. defend the city alone, made his efcape by 
night. He took with him his mother Cypres 
and his fifter Salome, Mariamne his wife, and 
Alexandra his mother-in-law, together with a 
great number of his principal friends ; and with 
them he made the beft of his way to Maffada, a 
prodigious. {trong fortrefs, built on the top of a 
veny high mountain near the weft fide of the Jake 
Afphaltites. 

As foon as the Parthians underftood that He- 
rod had fled from the city, they immediately 
marched into it, and plundered the houfes of 
the principal people who had left them for the 
fafety of their perfons. They made booty of 
all the property they could find, and even feized 
the treafure of the royal palace: but the fpoit 
was not fo confiderable as they expected, for 
Herod, being fenfible of their rapacious difpo- 
fition, had the precaution to remove his moft 
valuable treafure, and his example was followed 
by all thofe who attended him to Maffada. 

Having plundered Jerufalem and the adjacent 
country, the Parthians declared Antigonus king 
of Judea, and then delivered to him Hyrcanus 
and Phafael in chains. Phatael, knowing that 
his death was determined, put a voluntary end 
to his life and fufferings ; and not having the li- 
berty of his hands to difpatch himfelf,. fuch was 
his refolution, that he beat out his brains again 
the walls of the prifon ¢{. As for Hyrcanus, 
Antigonus ordered that both his ears fhould be 
cut off, in order that he might be incapacitated 
from ever after becoming high-prieft, no bk- 
mifhed, or maimed perfon, being deemed eligible 

to 





kingdom, to a tetrarchy. 

 Jofephus tells us a report was circulated that Phafael 
had rep.nted of having offered vidtence to himfiIf, and that 
Antigonus fent a phyiician to him, who adminiftered potion 
to his wound, and by shefe means put anend to his existence, 
He farther fays, that Phafael, previous to his deceafe, pene 
informed by a woman that his brother had efcaped,’ declare 
he thould die happy, fince he thould leave a friend who 
would revenge his injuries. 
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to the pontifical dignity—See Levit. xxi. 18. 


After the Parthians had placed Antigonus on’ 


the throne of Judea, they laid claim to the offers 


he-had firft made them for their affiftance, name- | 


ly, the. thoufand talents, and the five hundred 
fine women. The former of thefe Antigonus 
readily paid, but the latcer he could not comply 
with, Herod having feized moft of the fine 
women, and fent them away with his wife and 
family, to Maffada. This defeat occafioned 
fome difturbances, but at length the matter was 
fettled to the fatisfaction of both parties, and the 
greater body of the Parthians departed, taking 
with them Hyrcanus as their prifoner. 

In the mean time Herod, fo far from finking 
under his misfortunes, feemed but the better 
difpofed to encounter them. Having furnifhed 
the fortrefs of Maffada with provifions for feve- 
ral months, he then left his mother, and the other 
women of quality whom he had taken with him 
fron Jerufalem, under the care of a younger 
brother named Jofeph, and proceeded to Petrea 
in Arabia, in hopes of procuring fome affiftance 
trom Malchus, who had fucceeded Aretas as king 
ot that country, | 

At this time Herod was unacquainted with the 
death of his brother, and his principal view in 
going to the king of Arabia was, to obtain from 
him a fum of money for his ranfom. He refted 
his expe€tations of fuccefs on the antient friend- 
fhip chat had fubfifted between the Arabians and 
his father Antipater, and propofed to refign the 
fon of Phafael, who was then only feven years 
of age, as a fecurity for the return of the mo- 
ney. But all his expectations proved abortive, 
for before he reached Petrea he received a mef- 
fage from Malchus, defiring him immediately 
to depart his dominions, he being afraid that, 
should he receive him, it would give offence to 
his neighbours the Parthians. 

Herod, having received this unworthy treat- 
ment from Malchus,’ after fending meflengers to 
him with a fevere reply, proceeded in his way 
to Egypt. In the evening of the firft day he met 
with a number of people, who had taken fhelter 
inacaftle in his way, and were friends to his 
interelt; and the following day he arrived at 
Rinocorura, where he received the firft informa- 
tion of the ill treatment of Hyrcanus, and the 
death of his brother Phafael. 

In the mean time Malchus, being touched 
with remorfe at his ill-treatment of Herod, dif- 
patched meffengers after him foliciting his re- 
turn; but as he had by this time reached Pelu- 


fium, Malchus was fenfible of his ingratitude | 


too late to repair the injury. ; 
The inhabitants of Pelufium refufed Herod 


the liberty of embarking from that place, in | 


confequence of which he applied to the magi- 
firates of the town, who granting him permiffion 
to take what courfe he pleafed, he fet fail for 
Alexandria. Cleopatra, who was at this time 
mere, and preparing for an important enterprize, 
&ve him an honourable and magnificent re- 
‘€ption, with a view of inducing him to accept 
Ota military command in her fervice. But 
icrod was fo defirous of proceeding to Rome, 
that the earneft entreaties of the queen, the ex- 
Yemity of the feafon, and the danger of the 
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feas, were not fufficient to make him change his 
purpofe. He accordingly left Alexandria, and; 
after a voyage of no finall danger and difficulty, 
at length landed at Rhodes, where he found pub- 
lic affairs in a very embarraffed ftate. He was 
received here in a very generous and hofpitable 
manner by ttvo friends, named Saphinias and 
Ptolemy ; and though he was gieatly diftrefted 
for want of money, yet he procured a veftel to 
convey him to Brundufium, from whence he re- 
paired, with al] poffible expedition, to Rome. 

As foon as Herod arrived at Rome, he went 
immediately to Antony, whom he made ac- 
quainted with the miferable ftate of his affairs 
in Judea, and at the fame time carneftly in- 
treated he would give him fome affiftance, 
that he might recover that right which himfelf 
had beftowed on him, and of which he had been 
unjuftly and cruelly deprived by his enemies. 

Antony, recolJecting the former friendfhip thar 
had fubfitted, firft with his father Antipater, and 
afterwards with him; and at the fame time being 
exafperated againft Antigonus, whoin he always 
confidered as an enemy to the Romans, not on- 
ly warmly efpoufed his caufe himfels but en- 
gaged likewife Odtavianus (who was afterwards 
called Aueuftus) fo clofely in his intereft, thar, 
by the help and influence of thete two men, the 
Senate unanimoufly decreed that Herod fhould 
be king of Judea, and that Antigonus fhould 
be declared an enemy to the commonwealth. 

Herod having, in the fhort fpace of feven 
days, difpatched his affairs thus profperoufly, 
left Rome, and landing at Prolemais, began to 
raife forces with a defign to march againit An- 
tigonus, who, almoft ever fince his departure, 
had been befieging the fortrefs of Maffada. With 
thefe, and fuch Roman auxiliaries as he received 
from Ventidius, Antony’s general, and Silo, his 
lieutenant in Paleftine, he foon made himfelf 
mafter of the greateft part of the country, took 
Joppa, relieved Maffada, and, raking the caftle 
of Reffa in his way, marched dire@ly to Jeru- 
falem, and encamped his forces on the weft fide 
of the city. 

Antigonus had provided a place with all kinds 
of warlike ammunition, and had Nkewife got 
a good garrifon, who, with darts and {tones 
from the walls, together with flying parties fre- 
quently making excurfions, greatly annoyed He- 
rod’s army. Herod, in hopes of making eafy 
work of it, caufed an herald to make proclama- 
tion round the walls of the city, fetting forth 
that he had no other view in the prefent expedi- 
tion, but the fecurity of the city, and the gene- 
ral welfare of the people, at the fame time pro- 
mifing an act of indemnity to all who would quiet- 
ly fubmit. Antigonus, on the contrary, directing 
himfelf to Silo, and the Romans, complained of 
the injuftice they did him, in transferring the fo- 
vereignty of Judea from him, who was of royal 
defcent, to a Plebcian, and half a Jew, as Herod 
was; and from theie, and fuch like reproaches 


j on-both fides, they came at length to aéts of open 


hoftility, in which Antigonus and his men be- 
haved {fo valiantly, that they foon drove the af- 


| failants from the walls, and they were obliged co 


retreat fome diftance frum Jerufalem. 
Ventidius, indeed, had left his lieutenant Silo 
5 N in 
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in Judea, to affift Herod in the reduction of Je- 
rufalem ; but in his manner of managing the 
war (which was to get fums from Herod to pro- 
mote his intereft, and greater from Antigonus to 
hinder it) he did more harm than good. He 
not only took al} the meafures he could project 
to drain the coffers of Herod, but likewife en- 
couraged his foldiers to mutiny, on pretence of 
the want of forage and provifions, more com- 
modious quarters, and better pay. Thefe feem- 
ing inconveniences and obftacles gave great un- 
eafinefs to Herod, who thought it prudent to 
apply not only to Silo’s officers, but likewife the 
common foldiers, being fearful lefta general re- 
volt fhould take place, and his expedition, in- 
ftead of being attended with fuccefs, fhould prove 
deftructive to him and his adherents. He ac- 
cordingly reprefented to them that he had re- 
ceived his commiffion from Czefar, Antony and 
the fenate, and requefted that they would wait 
with patience one day, and all their demands 
fhould be fatished. He then gave orders for 
fupplies of provifions, which were immediately 
fent to the people in great abundance; and in 
order to guard againft a fcarcity in future, he 
wrote for cattle, corn, ofl, wine, and other ne- 
ceffarics to be fent from Samaria, which was then 
under his protection. But notwithftanding all 
this he found fome inconveniences from the trea~ 
chery of Silo, who giving notice to Antigonus 
of all that pafled, he, with flying parties and 
ambufcades, frequently intercepted, and cut off 
the convoys that were defigned for the united 
army. 

Herod, unwilling to remain inaétive, and 
finding it impofible, at leaft at prefent, to pof- 
fefs himfelf of Jerufalem, left the main army, 
and, with five companies of Romans, five of 
Jews, and a finall party of horfe, proceeded to- 
wards Jericho. On his arrival there he found 
the city entircly abandoned, and that five hun- 
dred of the inhabitants, with their wives and fa- 
milies, had tought refuge among the mountains. 
After ftationing a garrifon in the town, he marched 
with his forces into Galilee, and recovered all 
thofe places which had been taken by Antigonus. 
He then employed himfelf for fome time in rid- 





* Thefe thieves had fo theltered themfelves in the caves 
ard holes of the mountains, that it was no eafy matter to 
come at them, becaufe the fteepnefs and cragginefs of the 
mountains made it almoft impoffible, either to fcale them 
from below, or from above to get down to them by any 
paflage ; and therefore (to ferret them out of their dens) 
Herod bethought himfelf of the following expedient. He 
caufed feveral large cafes, or chefls of wood, to be made, 
and, filling them with foldiers, let them down into the en- 
trances of the caves by chains from engines he had fixed 
above; by which means he either deftroyed all that lurked 
in them, or eife reduced them to ternts of fubmiffion. 

Jofephus tells us, that Herod, being defirous that fome 
of the robbers fhould be faved, ordered-a herald to make 
proclamatiow that the lives of thofe who furrendered fhou'd 
be preferved 5; but that they all rejected the offer, and that 
even thofe who were made prifoners, preferring death to the 
lofs of liberty, put an end to their lives. He farther fays, 
that the wife and feven fons of an aged man having en. 
treated his permiffion to furrender themfelves to the enemy, 
the old man complied, and that as they approached him, 
one by one, at the entrance of the cave, he put them all 
to death. ‘That Herod beheld this thocking fcene, and be- 
ing greatly aff-ted, he endeavoured by figns and entreaties 
tu divert the man from his purpofe, but without effet: and 


THE 


HOLY: BIBLE. Boox IV, 


ding that part of the country of thofe gangs of 
thieves* and banditti with which it had been lone 
infeftzd, to the great fatisfaCtion and tranquillity 
of the inhabitants. . 

When Herod returned to the main part of his 
army he renewed the fiege of Jerufalem, by 
perceiving the Roman generals were very cooj 
in his intereft, he refolved to go again to An. 
tony (who was then befieging Samofata, a cit 
upon the Euphrates) in order to make a repre. 
fentation of their behaviour. During his ab. 
fence he left his brother Jofeph to command in 
Judea, giving him ftrié&t orders not to put any 
thing to the hazard, or engage in any enterprize, 
till he fhould return. But Jofeph, difregarding 
his brother’s orders, marched his own troops, 
with five companies of horfe, towards Jericho, 
where a party of “Antigenus forces were en- 
camped. This proved fatal to Jofeph, who be- 
Ing furrounded by the enemy, he was Main him- 
felf, and moft of his forces cut to pieces 5 which 
gave thofe who were difaffected to Herod, both 
in Galilee and Idumea, an opportunity of revolt- 
ing. 

In the mean time Herod was making the bett 
of his way to Antony, who no fooner heard of 
his approach than he drew out his army to re- 
ceive him, and, during his ftay, fhewed him alt 
the marks of friendfhip and cftcem. He would 
willingly have affifted him in perfon, had he not 
ac this time made-an engagement to pay a vilit to 
Cleopatra +, queen of Egypt. He left his army 
with his principal commander Socius, whom he 
ordered to affift Herod on ail occafions againtt 
his enemies. Having done this Antony took 
his leave of Herod, and departed to Egypt ; cf- 
ter which Socius, in obedience to his matter’s 
orders, gave Elerod two tegions for the guard of 
his perion, with which he marched before, and 
Socius foon followed with the reft of his forces. 

When Herod arrived at Daphne he received aa 
account of his brother Jofeph’s defeat and death, 
upon which he refolved, if poffible, to feck re- 
venge on the enemy. For this purpofe he 
haftened, with all expedition, to Mount Libanus, 
where he raifed eight hundred of the natives, and 
with thefe, and the Roman forces, he marched 

towards 





that a‘ter he had flain his wife and fons, he firft upbraided 
Herod, and then, in his prefence, put a period to his owa 
exillence. 

+ Autony had been for fome time enamoured with Cleo- 
patra, who, by the charms of her beauty and wit, had 
drawn him into thofe {nares, which held him enfluved 
her as long as he lived, and, in the en, caufed his ruin. 
She was a woman of great parts, and fpose feveral lan- 
guages very fluently. She was, however, a perfon greatly 
additted to all kinds of vices, and of fuch infatiable avarice 
and ambition, that the would do any thing, however bh 
and perfidious, that was likely to promote her interet. Hyt 
brother, a youth about fifteen years of age, the caufed to be 
difputched, and prevailed with Antony to have her fil 
Arfinoe cut off at Ephefus, even in the temple of Dian. 
Antony, indeed, was a man of avery aarceable temper, had 
a peneious difpofition, was an eloquent {peaker, and 4 com- 
pleat matter in all military abilities. But he was a great !i- 
bertine in his way, and fo eager in the purfuit of his ur 
lawful ;leafures, that he ituck at nothing to obtain them, 
by which means he brouglt him{clf fo abfolutely ander the 
command of this wicked and voluptuous woman, that (+ 
eee expreffes it) fhe feevas not only to bauecaptivat 


but bewitched Lim. 
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towards Galilee, where the enemy, during his ab- 
fence, had committed the moft violent depreda- 
tions. As foon as he came up with them, a 
battle enfued, in which Herod proved viétorious, 
the enemy being entirely routed, and obliged to 
fave themfelves by fying toa ftrong caftle which 
they had left the preceding day. This fortrefs 
Herod laid fiege to, and the enemy defended 
themfelvées with great bravery for fome time, till 
at length Herod’s ferces being joined by another 
company fene from Socius, the garrifon were 
thrown into the utmoft confternation, and not 
chufing to make any farther refiftance, made 
their efcape by the favour of the night. 

Herod, impatient to revenge the death of his 
brother Jofeph, now haftened, with all expedi- 
tion, towards Jericho, in his way to which he 
met with a very unexpected accident. A party 
of fix thoufand of the enemy came fuddenly 
down from the mountains, and refolutely falling 
on Herod’s forces, the Romans were thrown into 
fuch a confternation that they immediately re- 
treated: the enemy fceing this immediately pur- 
fued them, and a warm engagement took place,’ 
but no material victory was obtained on either 
fide, only that Herod, during the action, received 
a flight wound by a random dart from the 
enemy. 

A few days after this Antigonus, hearing that 
Herod was haftily marching to Jerufalem, dif- 
patched Pappus his general, with the main 
ftrength of his forces to meet him and give him 
battle. The two armies accordingly met, when 
a defperate encounter enfued, in which Pappus’s 
torces were entirely routed, himfelf, among many 
others, flain, and the reft obliged tg feek their 
fatery by a precipitate flight. The next day 
Herod caufed the head of Pappus, by whom 
Jofeph had been flain, to be cut off and fent to 
Pheroras, with a view of affording him fome de- 
gree of confolation for the common lofs they had 
fuftained in the death of their brother Jofeph. 

Herod was fo elated with this fuccefs, that he 
would have immediately led his victorious troops 
to Jerufalem, had not that.expedition been ren- 
dered impracticable by the feverity of the winter 
feafon; which was the only obftacle to his then 
obtaining a compleat conqueft over his enemies, 
and effeétually ruining Antigonus, who was at 
that time (as afterwards appeared) actually 
making preparations for abandoning the city 
and kingdom. 

On the opening of the next fpring Herod 
marched with all his forces againft Jerufalem, 
with a full refolution of either fubduing it, or 
perifhing in the attempt. His own army con- 
fifted of about 30,000 men, to which Socius 
brought eleven legions { of foot, and fix thou- 
fand horfe, befides the auxiliary troops of Sy- 
na. On his arrival before the city he refolved 
to affaulr it in thar quarter where Ptolemy, king 
of Egypt, had formerly made a fuccefsful at- 
tempt. He therefore affigned the officers their 
tefpective ftations and. duties, nominated a cer- 
tain number of men _ to pofts in the fyburbs,,or- 


1 Itis generally thought that a legion was compafed of 


ten cohorts; .a cohort of fifty maniples;.a maniple of fifty 
Men, and, coufequently, that a legion was a body of fix 
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dered three ramparts to be raifed before the walls, 
and ftrong towers to be erected thereon. Ha- 
vane made thefe preparations, and given the ne- 
ceflary commiffiens to perfons, in whofe dili- 
gence; courage and fidelity he knew he could 
confide, he began the affault on the northern 

varter of the city next the temple. Herod 
ounded his right of making the attempt to di- 
veft Antigonus of the city of Jerufalem, and fo- 
vereignty of Jucea, on the decree of the Romdn 
Senate, by which he had been conttituted king ; 


-and Socius urged that he was authorized, by the 


commiffion of Antony, to fupport Herod in the 
war. 

Herod and Socius began the affault with fuch 
violence that rhe utmoft confternation prevailed 
among the Jews throughout the city: great 
numbers of them affembled about the temple, 
lamenting their unhappy fate, while thofe who 
poffeffed more courage, paraded the town and 
places adjacent, feizing all the articles that were 
proper for the fupport of the foldiers, who were 
bufily employed in counteracting the operations 
of the affailants. 

During the fiege the Jews furmounted every 
danger with the greateft alacrity, and, fearlefs of 
death, fuftained a moft refolute oppofition; but 
it mutt be acknowledged that they were greatly 
furpaffed by the Romans in point of military 
fkill and addrefs. By mining, in which they 
greatly excelled, and by furprizes, they fre- 
quently diftreffed the enemy where it was leaft 
expected : when their fortifications had received 
any injury they made the neceffary reparations 
with furprizing diligence ; and, in fhort, with 
undaunted refolution they oppofed fatigues, dan- 
ger and difficulty, firmly perfifting in their re- 
folution of defending themfelves to the laft ex~ 
tremity. 

After Herod’s numerous army had continued 
the fiege for nine months; a breach was made 
in the walls and a feleét party of his moft refo- 
lute troops, feconded by fome of Socius’s cen- 
turions, effected an entrance into the city. They 
immediately furrounded the temple, and in the 
mean time the reft of the army arriving, a ge- 
neral maffacre enfued: no refpect was paid ei- 
ther to fex or age, nor were evert the lives of 
thofe fpared who fought refiige in the temple. 
Herod enjoined his people, on their allegiance, 
to withhold their rage ; but they were fo irrita- 
ted by the hardfhips they had fuftained during 
the fiege, that, abandoning every fentiment of 
humanity, they {till continued the Naughter; 
and death triumphed in the moft horrid forms. 

“The condué& of Antigonus was unworthy his 
exalted ftation. As foon as he faw chac all was 
loft, he defcended from the tower called Baris, 
and meanly threw himfelf at the feet of Socius, 
imploring mercy. Socius, confidering his con- 
duét as the higheft aét of meannefs, and diiplay- 
ing a total want of tourage, firft treated him 


with contempt, and then put him in chains as 


‘his prifoner. ; ; 
_. Though Herod had gained a compleat victory 
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‘thoufand foldiers; but others are of opinion, that a legion 
-wad-an. uncertain number, and contained fometimes fear, 


fometimes five, and fometimes fx thoufand men, 
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over his enemies, yet he had ftill fome more dif- 
ficultiesto encounter. The foreign auxiliaries, 
from a curiofity to fee the things dedicated to 
God, violently crouded into the temple; upon 
which Herod remonftrated with them on the tm- 
propriety of their conduct, and befought them 
to defift from entering fo facred a place. But 
neither entreaties nor menaces had the leaft effect, 
upon which Herod was under the neceffity of 
ufing force to reprefs their infolence, deeming 
it neceffary, in this particular, to difappoint their 
defigns, {ince if conqueft was to prove the caufe 
of the facred privacies being expofed to com- 
mon view, it would be a more unhappy event 
than if he had been defeated. 

Herod being defirous that the city fhould not 
be plundered, informed Socius that, if the trea- 
fure was feized and the town depopulated, he 
fhould be fovereign of adefert; and that he would 
not purchafe the government of the univerfe at 
the expence of facrificing the lives of his fub- 
jeéts. Socius told him, that after what the 
troops had undergone they would naturally ex- 
pect fome part ot the pillage. Herod admitted 
the force of Socius’s plea, and declared that 
every man fhould be duly recompenced out of 
his own private coffers. According to his pro- 
mife Herod rewarded the private foldiers, and 
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the officers, in proportion to their refpective fta- 
tions and deferts, and prefented Socius with 
gifts worthy the regal character: in fort, the 
liberality and munificence he difplayed on this 
occafion afforded univerfal fatisfaction. 

Socius, after making a handfome prefent for 
the fervice of the temple, departed from Jerufa- 
lem, taking with him the pufillanimous Antigo- 
nus,’ as his prifoner, to Anton, and leaving the 
couragious Herod in full poffeffion of the fove- 
reignty of Judea. 

Antony had no defign of taking away the life 
of Antigonus, but Herod not thinking himfelf 
fafe in his kingdom fo long as this remainder of 
the royal family continued alive, fo repeatedly 
folicited Antony to put him to death, that he at 
length complied with his requeft, and fentenced 
Antigonus to the lofs of his head. 

With this prince ended the reign of the fa- 
mous and illuftrious houfe of the. Afmonzeans 
(illuftrious in itfelf for the long continuance of 
the regal and facerdotal fucceffion in it, and no 


lefs famous for the many fignal fervices which 


they and their anceftors had, from time to time, 
done the public) after it had fubfifted from the 
beginning of Judas Maccabeus to the death of 
Antigonus, which was a fpace of one hundred 
and twenty-eight years. 
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Tierod, after getting poffeffion of Sferufalem, and the fovereignty of Fudea, revenges himfelf on bis 
enemics. Lle promotes a perfon of mean birth to the pontifuate, but afterwards depofes bim at 
the inflization of bis relations, and places Ariftobulus in bis flead.  Tyrcanus is treated with 
great rcfpett by the king of Parthia, who gives kim bis liberty, and he returns to “ferufalem- 
Herod confines Alexandra, the daughter of Hlyrcanus, caujes Ariftobulus, the bigh-prieft, to be 
drowned, and puts to death his uncle Fofeph. He marches with an army to affift Antony againft 
Cwfer O&favianus, but, by Antony’s orders, be makes war with the Arabians. A dreadful earth- 
quake happens in Fudea. The Arabians take advantage of this, and after murdering the Fewife 
umbaffadors, march with great refolution againft Hercd. A battle enfues, in which Herod proves 
vi@oricus, and the Arabians are totally reduced. Antony is defeated and killed at the battle of 
Adiuin, Herod, fearful that Hyrcanus fhould fupplant him in the fovereignty, caufes bim to be 
put to death, He fubmiffively applies to Cafar, who now affumes the furname of Auguftus. He 
meets with a favourable reception, and is confirmed in the government of Judea. 
perplexed by domeftic troubles on bis return to Sferufalem. 
on bis return puts to death his wife Mariamne. He repents of bis condu@, and, from the horrors 
of bis mind, is feized with a dangerous difeafe. On his recovery be rebuilds the temple of Serufa- 
lim, which is the laft memorable occurrence previous to the incarnation of Our Blef2d Savicur, the 
Prince of Peace, and Redeemer of Mankind. 


He is greatly 
He goes a fecond time to Cafar, and 


e 

HE conqueft of Jerufalem having efta- 

i blifhed Herod in-the fovereignty of Ju- 
dea, he began his reign by*revenging himfelf on. 
all thofe whom he knew to have been his ene- 
mies. Among thefe were the members of the 
Sanhedrim, all of whom he caufed to be put to 
death, except two, the one named Pollio, and 
the other Sameas. Thefe two, during the whole 
courle of the fiege, were for delivering up the 


city to Herod, while the reft ftrongly oppofed 


the motion, and did all in their power to excite 
the people to that fierce and obftinate refiftance, 

which made the fiege of fuch long duration. 
The unfortunate Hyrcanus was at this time:4 
prifoner:in Parthia; and as the people wanted an 
higheprieft, Herod thought it moft advifeable'to 
chufe a man of obfcurity to that office, whe 
having no credit or intereft at Jerufalem, might 
not be capable (notwithitanding his high ftation 
and dignity) to interfere with the royal autho- 
rity. 
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sity. He therefore fent for one Ananel from 
Babylon (who.was, indeed, of the pontifical fa- 
mily, but of no farther merit than having an 
acquaintance with Herod) and him he immedi- 
ately conftituted high-prieft of Jerufalem. 

The promotion of this mean perfon greatly 
difguited Alexandra, the daughter of Hyrcanus, 
and mother of Ariftobulus, (brother to Mari- 
amne the wife of Herod) to whom, by right of 
birth, the office of high-prieft belonged. She 
therefore, in order to refent the contempt offered 
her family, in fetting afide her fon, and obtruding 
a foreigner into the pontificate, wrote to Cleo- 
patra, queen of Egypt (who had an abfolute 
afcendancy over Antony) to beftow that honour 
upon her fon. Her application fucceeded to her 
urmott wifhes. Herod, having heard of the 
fteps fhe had taken, at firft affected refentment, 
but being perfuaded of the great influence the 
Fgyptian queen had over Antony, he foon 
formed a reconciliation with Alexandra, depofed 
Ananel, and made Ariftobulus (who was then 
only feventeen years of age) high-prieft in his 
flead. 

During thefe tranfactions the old king of Par- 
thiadied, and was fucceeded in the government 
by his fon Phraortes. This prince no fooner 
heard of Hyrcanus’s character and quality, than 
he treated him with the greateft refpeét, and, by 
his conduét, evinced how much he wifhed to 
prove himfelf his friend and protector. He or- 
dered him to be releafed from his chains, and al- 
lowed him the whole city of Babylon (which 
was then a part of the Parthian empire) as the 
bounds of his confinement. There were at this 
time in Babylon great numbers of Jews, all of 
whom were greatly pleafed at the indulgence 
given to Hyrcanus, and teftified their fatisfaction 
by paying him that reverence which was due to 
him both as an high-prieft and a monarch. 

But notwithftanding the fituation of Hyrcanus 
was thus rendered agreeable through the bene- 
volence of the Parthian king, yet he was diffa- 
tisfied in his mind, and difcovered a fond defire 
to his native country, vainly imagining that for- 
mer fervices (he having been the preferver of 
Herod's life when he was arraigned before the 
Sanhedrim, and indeed the founder of his for- 
tunes) would fecure him the favour of che king. 
On the other hand Herod, having heard of the 
indulgence given to Hyrcanus, and his defire to 
return to Jerufalem, was as anxious to get him 
into his power as he was willing to come. He 
therefore nor only invited him with great ear- 
nefinefs, and {till greater promifes, but fent an 
ambafiy to Phraortes to folicit his return. Phra- 
ortes readily complied with the inclinations of 
the one, and the requeft of the other; upon 
which Hyrcanus left Babylon and returned to 
ferufalem, where, forfome time, he was treated 
by Herod with all the outward tokens of kind- 
nef and refpect cue to his character. 

Though Herod had formed a feeming recon- 
citation with Alexandra the daughter of” Hyrca- 
nus, yet he detefted her in his heart, and as fhe 
had, by the intereft of Cleopatra, got her fon 
into the high-priefthood, he was fearful that fhe 
might, by the fame means, procure her father 
the fovereignty. In confequence of thefe fears, 
he took an opportunity of quarrelling with her, 
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forbade her to concern herfelf with any aff. irs of 
a public nature, confined her to the court, and 
fet {pies to watch even her domeftic ceconomy. 

_ This bafe treatment fo exafperated Alexan- 
dra. that fhe again applied to Cleopatra, and 
having received an invitation from thar princeds, 
fhe made the neceffary preparations for deparcing. 
to Egypt; intending to cake with her Ariftobu- 
fus her fon. To conceal her defign from Herod 
fhe had procured two biers, in which the fervants 
were to carry them to the fea fide, where a vef 
fel_lay in readinefs to convey them to Egypt. 
But this ftratagem mifcarried owing to the trea- 
chety of one of the fervants, who communi- 
cated the whole fcheme to a man named Sabbion. 
This perfon had been fulpected of affilting in 
the death of Antipater, the father of Herod, and 
therefore, in order to obviate the confequences 
that might follow, he divulged the whole fecret. 
to Herod. The king fuffered them to go fome 
way from the city, and thea furprized and brought 
them back: but, fearing the power and influence 
of Cleopatra, he fufpended his refentment, and, 
making a virtue of neceffity, pretended, with 
great clemency, to pardon in both what he dared 
not punifh in either. But it was not long before. 
he embraced the opportunity of taking a fatal 
revenge on the young Ariftobulus. 

The Feaft of Tabernacles was now approach- 
ing, and Ariftobulus was to officiate as high- 
prieft. He was very beautiful in perfon, tall, 
well fhaped, and in the eighteenth year of his 
age. During the time of his officiating he dif- 
charged himlelf with fo becoming a reverence, 
and the fplendor of the pontifical robes added 
fuch a Juftre to the gracefulnefs of his perfon, 
that by both thefe he captivated the affections of 
the people, who could not help expreffing their 
approbation of him in terms of the moftt refpect- 
ful nature. This raifed Herod’s jealouly to fuch 
a degree, that he immediately meditated a 
fcheme for taking away the life of Ariftobulus, 
which he effected gs follows. 

As foon as the Feat of Tabernacles was over, 
Herod invited Ariftobulus to an entertainment 
at Jericho, and when, after dinner, feveral of 
his attendants bathed themfelves in a fifh-pond, 
Ariftobulus was prevailed upon to bear them 
company ; but no fooner was he plunged into 
the water than thofe who were in it before - 
cording as they were directed by Herod) ducked 
and dipped him (by way of fport and play as 
they pretended) fo long under water, that he was 
at length actually drowned. Thus was this ac- 
complifhed youth taken off through the bafe 
devices of a wicked king, who immediately 
reftored his creature Ananel to the pontifical 
dignity. 

Herod, in order to wipe off all fufpicion of 
fo foul a deed, vificed Alexandra, and, to give 
his abominable hypocrify an air of fincerity, af- 
fected the moft poignant grief for the fate of 
Ariftobulus, whom he reprefented to have loft 
his life by an unhappy accident. He expended 
a large fum in a fplendid funeral for hin, and 
himfelf aéted the part of chief mourner. 

This hypocrify, however, was eafily feen 
through, and jiuftly detefted, by all about the 
court, but by none more than Alexandra, who 
was inconfolable for the lofs of her beloved A- 
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ar? 
riftobulus ; nor could fhe have furvived it but 
for the hopes of obtaining revenge on the perfi- 
dious murderer. To this purpofe fhe again had 
recourfe to Cleopatra, whom fhe acquainted with 
the untimely death of her fon, and the manner 
in which it was effeéted. She reprefented the 
villainy of Herod in fuch a light, and pictured 
her, own diftrefs on the occafion in fuch fecling 
terms, as moved the queen’s compaffion, and 
made her refolve to do the utmoft in her powet 
to procure fome redrefs. She accordingly made 
immediate application to Antony, to whom fhe 
related the whole ftory, and befought him to pu- 
nifh Herod for his bafenefs and perfidy. Antony 
would willingly have avoided intetpofing in this 
matter, but Cleopatra was determined that He- 
rod fhould he brought to account for his infa- 
mous conduét; nor did fhe ceafe her folicitations 
to Antony, till ac Jength fhe prevailed with him 
to call Herod to account. He therefore repaired 
to Laodicea, where he cited Herod to appear 
before him in order to clear himfelt of the im- 
putation laid to his charge for the death of Aril- 
tobulus. 

Herod was too fenfible of his guilt to truft to 
the merits of his caufe, and dreading the influ- 
ence of Cleopatra, who had incenfed Antony 
againft hin, he was greatly perplexed in what 
manner to proceed at fo critical a jun€ture. He, 
however, well knew that it was in vain to difpute 
the will of the powerful Antony, and therefore 
made the neceiTury preparations for obeying his 
commands. He had, on former occafions, ex- 
perienced the prevailing influence of gold, and 
therefore, having provided himfelf with a confi- 
derable fur of money as a prefent, he repaired, 
with confidence of fuccefs, to Laodicea. This 
had the defired cffeét, for by means of the pre- 
fent, and the fmooth and infinuating tongue of 
Herod, he fo wrought upon Antony, that he 
not only exculpated him from every imputation 
of his having been acceflary to the murder of 
Arifobulus, but gave him repeated tokens of 
his favour : nay, he even told Cleopatra, that it 
was beneath the dignity of a king to render an 
account of his conduct to any perfon whatever. 

Herod, having averted this danger, and {e- 
cured his intercft with Antony, took his leave, 
and returned to Jerufalem, where he caufed it 
to be propagated about the city, that Antony 
had conferred on him the higheit honours, and 
that he was the moft generous and noble monarch 
throughout the univerfe. 

When Fierod left Jerufalem in order to go to 
Laodicea to obey the mandate of Antony, he 
ertrufted his uncle Jofeph with the adminiftra- 
tion of the government during his abfence, and 
eave him a particular charge (which he likewife 
enioined him to keep a profound fecret) that, in 
cate Antony fhould put him to death, he fhoutd 
not iuffer his wife Mariamne co furvive the news 
of it, that none (as he pretended) might enjoy 
the company of fo rare a beauty, and fo accom- 
plifhed a woman. but himfelf. During MWerod’s 
abfence fome difagrecable words arofe between 
Mariamne and his filer Salome, wherein the 
queen reproached her with the meannefs of her 
original, in comparifon of the royal ftock of the 
Afmoneans from whom fhe defcended, This the 
other was refolved to revenge; amd therefore, 
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as foon as Herod returned, fhe accufed Mariamne 
of having had too great a familiarity with fo. 
feph, her hufband, whom fhe was willing to f. 
crifice, rather than not obtain her révenge on the 
innocent Mariamne. 

This accufation threw Herod into the utmoft 
ragé of wrath and jealoufy, fo that it was with 
the greateft difficulty he could réftrain his pafs 
fion within the bounds of difcreet moderation - 
however, on cool recollection, he took Marj. 
arvane afide, and clofely examined her refpecting 
her intimacy with Jofeph. ; 

Mariamne, in vindication of herfelf, faid 
every thing that it might be fuppofed innocence 
could dictate; infifting, that. as for any thing 
which might look criminal, of difhonourable 
in her condu€, fhe was not only inhocent with 
regard to Jofeph, but (except himfelf) to alt 
mankind. 

Herod, enamoured with the chatms of hig 
wife, and overcome by the extremity of his own 
paMicn for her, relaxed by degrees from the vio- 
lent rage into which he had been thrown, and 
not only abfolved her from all fufpicion of the 
crime that had been imputed to her, but con- 
feffed himfelf perfectly convinced that fhe had 
not given the leaft caufe of offence. He like- 
wife repeatedly entreated her pardoh for that in- 
confiderate hafte which induced him to give cre- 
dit to a report by which fhe had been fo vilely 
traduced ; and, with tears and embracés, be. 
fouzht her to pardon him for his indifcreet 
conduct. 

Notwithftanding all this appearance of affec- 
tion Mariamne had fome doubts of the reality 


| of Herod’s regard for her; but the more fhe 


feemed, by her expreffion and manner, to enter- 
tain this notion, the more anxious was he to give 
her every teftimony he could of his fincerity. At 
length, however, fhe exclaimed, ‘* Yes, truly, 
“ you give an abundant proof of the tendernefs 
“ of your regard as a hufband, by ordering 
“an innocent wife to be put to death, in cafe 
*« you fhould happen to die firft.”_ No fooner 
had fhe fpoken thefe’ words than Herod broke 
from her arms in the utmoft rage, and'cried our, 
with all the fury of a madman, “ It is now 
* evident, beyond a doubt, that the purity of 
* my wife has been corrupted by Jofeph ; for 
« nothing lefs than the confidence arifing from 
“¢ fuch an intimacy could have induced him to 
“ give up fo important a fecret, which had been 
“ committed to his care, with fuch folemin in- 
« junétions not to reveal it.” In che firlt impe- 
tnofity of his paffion FYerod had almott deter- 
mined to put Mariamne to death on the fpot; 
bur, after fome violent ftruggles on his part, the 
warin affeétion that Jay in his heart prevailed fot 
her prefervation. With regard to Jofeph, how- 
ever, he gave inftant orders for his being put to 
death, even without fuffering him to {peak a 
word in his own defence ; and direéted that A- 
lexandra, whom he confidered as the author of 
all the mifchief, fhould be committed to clofe 
confinement. 

During thefe tranfactions at Jerufalem the 
Roman ftate was involved in civil broils, owing 
to a difference that took place between Antony 
and Cafar O&avianus. Each made fome pre- 
tence for their conduct, but the real caute of their 
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difagreememt was; that both, not being content 
with baif of the Raman empire; were each re- 
folved ta have ail, and accorditigly agreed to de 
termine the difpute by the fword. 

As foon as Herod knew the diffention that had 
taken place between Czefar and Antony, he 
thought it his duty to give what affiltance he 
could to the latter, as an acknowledgment for 
the many diftinguifhed favours he had received 
athishands. He accordingly raifed a very pow- 
erful army, with which he immediately marched 


to the afliftance of his patron; but Antony, in-~ 


ftead of accepting his fervices againft Cafar, ap- 
pointed him to proceed againft the Arabians, 
whom he knew to be:a falfe and faithlefs people, 
and from whom he had reafon to expect fome 
danger. 

ih obedience to this appointment Herod 
marched back with his army, and foon arrived 
in Arabia, having under his command a very 
confiderable number both of horfe and foot. 
The Arabians, having received intelligence of 
Terod’s motions, were waiting to give him bat- 
tle near a place called Diofpolis, towards which 
he immediately direéted his march. As foon as 
the two armies met a battle took place, which, 
for fome time, was preferved with great obftinacy 
on both fides, till at length victory declared in 
favour of the Jews, great numbers of the Ara- 
bians being killed, and the reft put to flight. 

A fhort time after this the Arabians affembled 
another confiderable army at a place called-Ca- 
natha in Coelo-Syria, of which Herod having 
received authentic infurmation, and being ad- 
viled that they were upon their march, advanced 
wich the main body of his.troops to that part of 
the country, intending there to encamp and for- 
tify himfelf till he fhould have a favourable .op- 
portunity of attacking the enemy with a good 
profpect of fuccefs. As foon as Herod faw the 
cnemy, and of what prodigious ftrength they 
were, he thought it neceffary to make ufe of a 
more than common precaution on the occafion, 
and therefore gave orders that the camp fhould 
be furrounded with a wall: but his foldiers were 
fo elated with the confideration of their former 
victory, that they befought Herod not to fuffer 
fo much time to be loft: they told him they 
were in the beft condition they could be for 
making an attack on the enemy, and therefore 
defired they might be permitted to proceed im- 
mediately to battle; nay, fuch was their impa- 
tience that they were ready to break through all 
the bounds of difcipline to obtain their de- 
fires. 

This uncommon ardour. and alacrity of the 
troops gave Herod fo much fatisfaction, that he 
vas determined to encourage their humour, and 
not to check that eagernefs of difpofition, which 
hel thought might, .moft probably, lead on to 

i He therefore immediately put him- 
in his*hahd, gave the word-of command to march 
and begin the attack, and told them only to fol- 
low the example of his valour. Hereupon they 
marched forward to the combat with fuch a de- 
termined warmth of bravery that the Arabians 
Were aftonifhed at their courage before the en- 
counter began. For.a little time, indeed, they 
nade fome faint fhew of a Night refiftance, but 
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foon after the firft onfet, they gave way, and the 
greater part of them fled in the utmolt confufien. 
This circymftance would, in all probability, have 
occafioned the total deftrulisn of the Arabian 
army, had it not been for an officer named Athe- 
nion, who haying been long an invetzrate enemy 
to EHferad, led a confiderable body of the na- 
tives of Canatha to the relief of the fugitives. 
In capfequence of this they refumed their cou- 
rage, returned to the charge, routed Herod’s 
forces, purfued them through woods, and other 
places of difficult paffuge, and put great nur- 
bers to the fword. 

After this melancholy iffue of the contelt ITe- 
rod was compelled to have recourfe to the making 
depredations and incurfions on the Arabians, 
as opportunity would admit, and, by many fmall 
victories, gained fone compenfation for the ca- 
pital defeat his army-had fuftaincd. Ye was, 
however, obliged to feck refuge in the fecure 
places of the mountains of Judea, being afraid 
to expofe his army again to the event of another 
battle. But the time thus fpent was not abfo- 
lutely thrown away ; for his troops (more efpe- 
cially thofe with which he had reinforced his ar- 
my) were hereby kept in perpetual exercife, in- 
ftructed in the duties of military difcipline, 
inured to hardfhips and fatigues, and in fome 
degree qualified to redeem their loft honour at 
fome future period. 

The hopes of Herod in being able to conquer 
his enemies was greatly checked by a dreadful 
earthquake that happened in Judea, by. which 
prodigious numbers of cattle were deftroyed, 
and, by the falling of the buildings in the feveral 
towns and villages, it was computed that not lefs 
than ten thoufand people loft their lives; bur 
the foldiers who were in the open fields, efcaped 
with much lefs injury, for though moft of their 
tents were thrown down yet little other damage 
took place than fome being maimed, and the 
whole greatly frightened. 

Though this Peovidential calamity was fuffici- 
ently terrible in itfelf, yet ic was greatly magni- 
fied by report; and the Arabians, imagining 
Judea to be utterly ruined, cherithed the flattering 
idea that no difficulty would attend their poffefling 
themfelves of a province, which now had not 
a fufficient number of inhabitants to fuftain a de- 
fence. , 

The Jews, in the height of their diftrefs, dif- 
patched ambaffadors¢to the Arabians, humbly 
foliciting terms of accommodation, and that a 
peace might be eftablifhed between them; but 
the Arabians not only put the ambaffadors to 
death, but, in a fhort time after, marched with 
a powerful army into Judea, in full confidence 
of making themfelves maiters of that country. 

As foon as the Jews underitood that the Ara- 
bians had entered Judea, they were thrown into 
the utmoft confternation. Their fpirits were 
greatly depreffed. by the refle€tion of their late 
calamities, and they defpaired of being able to 
make any refiftance againft their enemies. Herod 
feeing this did all in his power to raife their fpi- 
rits, begged of them to difmifs their unfeafonable 
anxiety, and entreated an exertion of as much 
courage as might be neceflary to prepare them- 
felves for their own defence. Some of the more 
diftinguifhed of Elcrod’s people felt their mif- 
a fortuncs 
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‘fortunes fo feverely, that while the fenfe of them 
was recent in their minds they could not eafily be 
prevailed on to attend to the arguments of pru- 
dence and wifdom; but Hered, having prepared 
them to liften to what he had to fay for their 
emolument and fatisfa€tion, addreffed himfelf to 
them, and the whole army, in words to this 
effect : 

«¢ It is certainly reafonable to lament the af- 
«¢ flictions we fuffer from the late Provicential 
* calamity; burt I muft obferve that, from a 
«< dread of the power of man, to fink into def- 
“* pondency argues a degree of pufillanimity un- 
*« worthy the character you have hitherto main- 
“© tained. Notwithftanding our late affliction, I 
“* am fo far from confidering our enemies as ob- 
jects of fear, that I am inclined to fuppofe the 
** fhocking event was intended by Providence as 
“a temptation to draw the Arabians into our 
power, that we may take a proper vengeance 
for the numerous wrongs they have done us: 
** they do not depend on the number or courage 
* of their troops, but reft all their hopes of fuc- 
* cefs in the idea of our being reduced to a ftate 
“© of mifery. What hopes can be more de- 
ceiving than thofe which wholly rely on the 
diftrefles of our adverfaries, inftead of being 
founded on cur own virtues? In human af- 
** fairs nothing can be more uncertain than fuc- 
“© cefs and adverfity, and in evidence of this af- 
fertion it is only neceflary to mention the late 
“ engagement: we were elated with the idea of 
“a compleat victory, and the next hour fub- 
jected to the mercy of the enemy. The foun- 
dation of your fears is to me an affurance of 
fuccets ; for great confidence renders people 
unwary. Our late defeat muft be attributed 
to your inconfiderate and rafh behaviour in 
“ fo uncautioufly attacking the enemy, which 
* afforded Athenion the opportunity of turning 
the event of the battle in favour of his friends. 
Our deliberations are now conducted with 
** judgment and temper; ahd hence we may 
“* reafonably entertain the hope of victory. Let 
us preferve our fpirits til} we come into the 
field, and then proceed to convince the int- 
quitous foe that our reputation is infinitely 
dearer to us than our lives: let us bravely en- 
counter every danger and difficulty rather than 
yield to the Arabians, whom we have fo fre- 
quently fubjected to our power. 
«© But whence this confternation on account of 
the earthquake? Such contentions of the 
“ elements arte in the common courfe of nature, 
“* and are to be confidered in themfelves as cala- 
‘* mities, and not as the prefages of misfortunes. 
‘© Signs may, perhaps, appear to predict pefti- 
‘“ lence, famine, or earthquakes; but when 
“* thefe events arrive, the more violent they are, 
“* the fhorter is their duration. Suppofe we do 
** not fucceed in this war, can our fufferings be 
“ greater than thofe we “experienced from the 
** earthquake? What fate but ruin can thefe 
«© people expe€&t, who, in violation of alt laws, 
** beth human and Divine, have barbaroufly 
murdered our ambaffadors, and impioufly of- 
fered facrifices on fo melancholy an occafion? 
Can thefe betrayers of public faith hope to ef- 
“* cape the vengeance of Divine juftice? Let 
“‘ them rather tremble at the impending ce- 
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‘© ftruction that (animated by the glorious {pire 
*< of our anceftors) we fhall fpeedily hurl upon 
“ them. Re-ffume your courage, my brave 
“ friends and brother warriors, and let us pro- 
** ceed, not to defend our wives or children, but 
** to avenge the deaths of our ambaffadors : the 
“* very idea of fighting in the ecaufe of thofe 
«* murdered heroes will animate us to greater 
“ exploits than the ucmoft efforts of the furvi- 
‘* ving commanders. Chearfully follow when J 
“ lead, and I fhall be fatisfied. But one caution, 
** however, is neceffary: be not rafh and pre- 
* cipitate ; and rely on my affurance that vic. 
* tory wilt be the reward of our bravery.” 
This fpeech had the defired effet, the foldiers 
fhaking off all defpondency, and refuming their 
natural courage and alacrity. Herod, after 
having offered up facrifices, croffed the river 
Jordan, and encamped his army at Philadel 
phia, at no great diftance from the enemy. 
Between the two armies was a caftle, of which 
the contending parties were equally defirous to 
get poficfion. A party of the Arabians atrempt- 
ed to gain the caftle, but the Jews, without 
much difficulty, repulfed them, and {oon after 
took poffeffion of the hill. Herod daily arranged 
his men in order of battle, and taok every pof- 
fible method to provoke the enemy to an en- 
gagement. In point of numbers the Arabians 
had the fuperiority, but the Jews were by far the 
moft courageous and intrepid. A general con- 
fternation appeared in the Arabian army, and AL 
tenus, their. general, was particularly alarmed. 
Herod, being unable to draw the enemy out, 
attacked them in their entrenchments, and the 
whole army was thrown into the utmoft diforder. 
During the battle the Naughter was not great; 
but Herod proving victorious, prodigious num- 
bers of the enemy were flain in the purfuit, and 
others being trampled to death by their own. 
people, the lofs of men amounted to about tive 
thoufand. The reft were driven into their camp, 
where they were foon furrounded and clofely be- 
fieged by Herod’s forces. Being in great dif- 
trefs from want of water they fent ambaffadors 
to offer Herod fifty talents, oncondition of his 
putting a period to the war; but he treated the 
ambutiadors with the utmoft contempt, not even 
condefcending to hear the terms they were com- 
miffioned to propofe. Their thirft at length be- 
came fo intolerable that, in the fpace of five 
days, no lefs than four thoufand furrendered 
themilelves to Herod ; and on the fixth day, m 
the extremity of defpair, the reft engaged in bat- 
tle. On the firft attack feven thoufand of the 
Arabians were flain, by which the. reft were 
taught that Herod was a {kilful commander ; and 
being thus effectually humbled, they fubmitred 
themfelves to the protection of the conqueror. 
The reduétion of the Arabians highly gratitied 
the ambitious Herod ; but this funfhine of pro 
perity was greatly eclipfed by his receiving 1 
telligence of the defear of Antony at the bartle 
of Aétium, by bis competitor Cafar Octavianus. 
Herod was confcious to himfelf of the fervices 
he had rendered Antony, and was therefore fear- 
ful left the conqueror, on that account, fhoul 
deprive him of his kingdom, and peshaps aga. 
re{tore Hyrcanus, who had once reigned unc. 


the protection of the Romans. Thefe reflections 
greatly 
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greatly embarrafled Herod, who at length re- 
folved to remove his own fears by taking away 
the life of him whom he now confidered as his 
rival in the fovereignry. ; 

While Herod was ruminating on this horrid 
defign, the very family of Hyrcanus furnifhed 
him with an opportunity of executing his pur- 
pofes. Alexandra, the daughter of Hyreanus, 
feeing her father carelefs and unconcerned at the 
iniferies of his family, reprefented to him the 
difgrace of fuffering the indignities which Herod 
daily put upon them, and advifed him to apply 
to Malchus, king of Arabia, who would not 
fail ro afift him, adding, that if Cefar fhould 
call Herod to account for his former friendfhip 
to Antony, which might reafonably bé expected, 
the crown would certainly devolve to him. 

Hyrcanus at firft turned a deaf ear to the fo- 
licirations of his daughter, but her importuni- 
ties ac length prevailing, he wrote a letter to 
Malchus, the care of which he committed to 
one Dofitheus, whom he confidered as a confi- 
dential friend, and whom he believed to be a 
moft inveterate foe to Herod. But in thefe fug- 
geftions he was greatly miftaken, for Dofitheus 
no fooner received the letter than he carried it 
to the king, thinking it would be more to his 
intereit to folicit his proteétion than faithfully to 
difcharge the bufinets in which he was engaged 
by Hlyrcanus. As foonas Herod read the letter, 
he made his acknowledgments to Dofitheus for 
his diligence, and requefted that he would carry 
the letter to Malchus, and bring back his an- 
fwer, as it would give him the highelt fatisfaction 
to know how he would act in fo tnterefting a bu- 
finefs; but at the fame time ftriétly cautioned 
him to keep the whole a profound fecret. 

Thus direéted, Dofitheus fet forward on his 
journey, and having delivered Hyrcanus’s letter 
to Malchus, he brought back an anfwer to the 
following purport: ‘* That he was willing to 
“ give entertainment to Hyrcanus and his fa- 
“ mily : that if he chofe to bring with him all 
“ thofe Jews who remained true to his interetft, 
“ they fhould likewife be received in the moft 
“ hofpitable manner : that he was ready to fend 
“a proper force to conduct them in fafety ; 
“and heartily difpofed to give Hyrcanus all 
“ poffible affiftance in any way he fhould re- 
“ quire.” 

On the receipt of this letter Herod fent for 
Hyrcanus, and demanded of him whether or 
not he held any correfpondence with Malchus 
king of Arabia. Hyrcanus anfwered in the 
negative, upon which Herod produced the. let- 
ter, and ordered it to be publickly read before 
the whole affembly. This was accordingly done, 
and Hyrcanus being thus felf-convicted, Herod 
ordered him to inftant death, at which time he 
was in the 81ft year of his age. . 

“ Thus (fays Jofephus) ended the life of 
Hyrcanus ; - a life long and: troublefome, and 
chequered with a vaft variety of fortune. He 
Was promoted to the high-priefthood during the 
reign of his mother Alexandra, and continued 
to difcharge the duties of it nine years, at the 
end of which his mother died, and he affumed 
the reins of government. He had not, however, 

€en in poffeffion of the fovereignty. above three 
months when he was expelled by his brother A- 


36 


From, the Basyztonisu Captivity, fo rhe Binet of Curis. 





4e§ 


riftobulus. After this he was reftored to his for- 
mer ftation by Pompey, who put him in pof 
feffion of all his dignities, and for the fpace of 
forty years he continued in the enjoyment of 
them ; but was at length dethroned by Antigo- 
nus, fuffered the pain and diigrace of having his 
ears cut off, and was carried away prifoner a- 
mong the Parthians. After remaining fome time 
in this fituation he obtained his liberty, arid re- 
turned home, flattering hunfelf with great ad- 
vantages from the friendfhip of Herod; but in 
this hope he was fo difappointed, that the latter 
caufed him to fuffer an ignominious death at a 
moft advanced age, after having experienced fo 
many of the malicious turns of fortune. He 
was diftinguifhed by the candour and modeyation 
of his difpofition, as well as by his regard fo the 
laws of equity. He was remarkable for his love 
of eafe, and generally entrufted the adminiftration 
of public affairs to the care of others, from a 
conviction that he was himfel€ ill calculated for 
the management of them. This eafinefs of dif- 
pofition faid the principal foundation of the for- 
tunes of Antipater and Herod; yet, in the end, 
it fo happened, that he fell a facrifice to that 
very goodnefs of temper which ought to have 
been his protection.” : 

Herod, having obviated all grounds of fear 
by the death of Hyrcanus, prepared to wait on 
Cefar, who, with the affent of the fenate and 
people of Rome, had now affumed the title of 
emperor, and furname of Auguitus. ‘Though 
he had no reafon to expeét any indulgence from 
the emperor yet he determined to apply to him, 
but, left his mother-in-law Alexandra might, in 
his abfence, occafion fome tumult, he comiit- 
ted the care of the government to his brother 
Pheroras. His own relations he fent to the caf 
tle of Maffada, laying ftrong injunétions on his 
brother that if any misfortune fhould arife to 
them, he fhould refolutely fupport his auiho- 
rity, and protect them in his name. His wife 
Mairamne and her mother he fecured in the caftle 
of Alexandrion, with a ftrong guard under the 
command of Sohemus, to whom he gave the 
like kind of order he had before left with his 
uncle Jofeph; namely, that if any violence was 
offered to his perfon by Czfar, he should imine- 
diately put the women to death, and ufe his ut- 
moft endeavours that his brother and fons might 
be rendered fecure in the government. 

Herod, having given thefe, and fome other 
diredtions, refpecting what he would have done 
in his ablence, left Jerufalem, and proceeded 
with all expedition to wait on Cafar, who was 
at this time at Rhodes. On his arrival at that 
city, he immediately made application for being 
permitted to an audience of the emperor, which 
being granted, before he entered into his pre- 
fence he laid afide his diadem, but did not dif- 
robe himfelf of any other part of his drefs that 
was an enfign of royalty. As foon as he faw 
Czefar, difdaining to make needlefs apologies and 
idle excufes for what he had. ‘to fay, he boldly 
delivered his fentiments to him in words to this 
effect : 

*« Iuftrious Czfar (faid he) }-wait not upon 
“* you to difavow the fincerity of a friendfhip I 
«* have always entertained for Antony; and [ 
«* muft be free enough to declare, thatif it had 

5 P “ been 


426 
‘© been in riy power to have made him matter of 
‘. the world; he had not wanted that diftin- 
guifhed ftation. I acknowledge, great prince ! 
*¢ that I am indebted to Antony for the regal 
*€ ftate I at prefent enjoy; and had not my duty 
called me againft the Arabians, I would have 
manifefted my gratitude by being perfonally 
with him in the laft battle. I did, however, 
my utmoft to ferve Him, by fupplying him 
with foldiers, provifions and money. Not- 
withftanding the unfortunate event at Actium 
I ftill entertain for Antony the greateft 
warmth of friendfhip, and venerate him as a 
generous patron. Though I could not attend 
him in perfon, yet I gave him fuch advice 
that, had he purfued it, would have been of 
the moft material advantage. Jurged him to 
abandon Cleopatra, telling him that while his 
connection with her fubfitted he would be in 
continual danger; but he chofe to proceed in 
another mode, and has promoted your intereft 
rather than his own, for want of an exer- 
tion of that prudence which his fituation de- 
manded. Now though you may have con- 
ceived the lefs favourably of me, becaufe I 
attached myfelf to the intereft of Antony, at 
a time when you was his profeffed enemy, yet 
J fhall not, on that account, hefitate to make 
known and defend the fervices I have done 
him, and the perfect efteem I have ever had 
for him. Ef you will, fora moment, advert 
to his rank, and the friendthip I bore him, 
without retrofpect to the peculiarities of his 
fituation, I conceive that you will {ee fo much 
of gratitude and good faith in my conduct, 
«that you may think the acceptance of my 
« friendship worthy your notice; for the dignity 
®¢ of my chara&ter will fufier no alteration whe- 
*¢ ther I vow this friendfhip to Czefar or to 
«¢ Antony.” 

Herod delivered this fpeech with fuch an air 
of magnanimity, and accompanied it with fo 
graceful an action, that Cafar, who poffeffed a 
natural greatnefs and benevolence of difpofition, 
was moft wonderfully charmed with it. He 
treated Herod with particular marks of gene- 
rofity and regard, directed him to re-affume his 
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erown, and continue to be as fincere a friend . 


to him in future, as he had before been to 
Antony. “ Preferve (faid he) the fovereignty 
«© which you have hitherto enjoyed with fo much 
«© honour, and flill be happy. Reft affured that 
*€ your crown fhall be more fafely fecured to 
you ; for the man whois capable of fuch ex- 
alted friendthip muft neceffarily be qualified 
for the fovereign authority. Let yaur friend- 
fhip for the fuccefsful be as fleady as it has 
« been to the unfortunate; and from the natural 
dignity of your mind I fhall promife myfelf 
great advantages. can fearcely centure An- 
tony for reje@ing your counfel refpecting Cle- 
opatra, fince it is to that aét of imprudence 
that I am indebted for my late fucceffes. 
Be happy in the affurance that you fhall be 
confirmed in the poffeflion of your kingdom ; 
and that my friendthip will amply compenfate 
for your unhappinefs on account of the fate 
of Antony.” ’ 

Thefe generous expreffions of Cafar were im- 
mediately fellowed by the moft fibftantial effects ; 
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for, putting the ctown on: Herod’s head, he con. 
firmed him in the fovereignty of Judea, the pog. 
feffion.of which was farther fecured to him by a 
decree of the fenate. This very fingular fgvour 
whichwas granted to Herod through the immedi. 


ate influence of Ceefar, was a circumftance thar 


gave him equal furprize and joy, it being a fa- 


‘vour that far exceeded his moft fanguine expec- 


tations. 

Herod, having thus obtained the favour ang 
intereft of the greateft monarch then on ea 
returned to Judea, loaded with honour and 
The Jews, on his departure, had con- 
fidered him as a ruined man, and they were.now 
fo aftonifhed at his returning with a greaeer de. 
gree of repMtation and fplendor than that with 
which he had left them, that they Sooke upon 
him as one whom Providence prpagtted in a pe- 
culiar manner, and turned to his advantage all 
thofe circumftances which appeared to lead him 
only into difgrace and danger. 

The fatisfaction which Herod fele in confe- 
quence of his very great fuccefs in his late expe- 
dition was greatly eclipfed by the difturbances 
he found among his own family on his arrival at 
Jerufalem. Mariamne, his beloved wife, as well 
as his mother-in-law, had been very unhappy on 
account of the fituation in which he left them at 
his departure, confidering themfelves rather as 
prifoners in the caftle of Alexandrion (which 
was really the cafe) than being lodged there for 
the fecurity of their perfons. Mariamne’s mind 
was filled with the idea that the whole of He- 
rod’s profeffions of regard to her had no farther 
view than the confulting of his own convenience. 
The fanguinary tendency of the orders which 

derod had before given to his uncle Jofeph 


| engroffed all her attention, and being apprehen- 


five that he might have left the like orders with 
Sohemus, fhe tried various means to difcover if 
her fufpicions were juftly founded. For fome 
time Sohemus remained true to his cruft, but on 
Mariamne’s treating him with great complai- 
fance, and prefenting him with feveral very va- 
luable articles, he began to recede by degrees, 
and at length difcovered the whole fecret with 
which Herod had entrufted him. 

Mariamne was fo fhocked with thefe condi- 
tional orders, which her hufband had repeatedly 
given refpecting her, that fhe conceived the 
greateft antipathy againft him; and fuch-was the 
horror and dread of her mind at the thoughts of 
living with a man who could entertain. fuch fen- 
timents, that fhe made it the fubjeét of her 
daily prayers that he might never return to her 
alive: and, at a future period, when. fhe had it 
not in her power to conceal her fentiments any 
longer, fhe acknowledged this circumftance in 
the moft open and explicit manner. 

As foon as Herod returned from Cefar, he” 
immediately repaired to his beloved wife Mari- 
amne, and delivered to her the happy tidings of 
his fuccefs, at che fame time embracing her with 
the moft tender affection. But while he was re- 
lating the circumftances of events’ which he 
thought would afford her the greateft fatisfaction, 
fhe looked about her with an air of the mo 
perfect indifference, without paying the lealt. 
kind of attention to his narrative She was, 9 
fact, perfectly unreferved in her neglect; and be-. 
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ing a woman who prided herfelf in acting with= {}On her. This fit of rage Salome (the fifter of 
out difguife, fhe took no pains to affume alook fo- |} Herod and moft implacable enemy to Mari- 
reign from her heart, but gave Herod the op- {| amne) took the advantage of, and fent in the 
portunity of reading in her countenance that his king’s butler (whom fhe had before fuborned for 
cod news ‘and endearments afforded her much the purpofe) to accufe the queen of having 
ain than fatisfaction. _ |f tempted him to give him poifon. Herod had 
This apparent averfion in Mariamne tortured |} heretofore met with fufficient caule of vexation 5 
the mind of Herod, who, partly through the }} but the aftonifhment with which he was ftruck at 
indignation he felt at finding his love rejected, |} this information drove him to the very verge of 
and partly through his confufion from the tranf- |} diftraction. As foon ashe had a little recovered 
ports of his rage, was, for a time, almoft dif- himfelf he ordered Mariamne’s favourite eu- 
tracted. He faw not how to gratify his love with- nuch (without whofe privity he knew fhe would 
out offering violence to his refentment; and at || not do any thing that was of a material na- 
the fame time he dreaded giving a fcope to his |] ture) to be put to the torture. Obedience being 
vengeance more than the oppofite extreme, for paid to this order, the eunuch was ftrictly quef= 
he felt a principle of felf-love in his breaft, tioned ; but nothing could be extorted from him 
which told him, that fhould he take vengeance till, in the extremity of his anguifh, he dropped 
on his wife, the moft unhappy confequences fome words, intimating, that the uneafinefs of 
would arife to himfelf, when future experience Mariamne arofe from fomething that had been 
should convince him that life was not to be fup- || communicated to her by Sohemus. The fufferer 
vorted without the endearments of her con- |} had hardly pronounced thefe words, when Herod 
verfation. burft into the moft paffionate exclamation, de- 
This reftlefs anxiety of Herod’s mind leaving }| claring that ‘* Sohemus, who had hitherto been 
him in doubt how he fhould conduct himfelf || “ fo loyal a fubjeét, and approved himfelf fo 
with regard to Mariamne, his mother and fifter || “* true a friend both to his king and country, 
Salome thought this a fit opportunity of in- || ‘* never could have betrayed a fecret of fo im- 
creafing the difference between them, by doing || “ portant a nature as that with which he had 
all kinds of ill offices, and propagating every || ‘* been entrufted, but in the confidence of ille- 
fpecies of calumny that might tend to promote |} ‘ gal familiarities with Mariamne.” We there- 
that hatred which was already growing apace in || fore gave immediate orders that Sohemus 
the breaft of Herod. In confequence of this fhould be put to death; having done which 
Herod became daily more and more difcony |} he direéted that his wife fhould be fummoned to 
tented in his mind, and behaved with a greater take her trial before a court of juftice, and ap- 
degree of feverity to his wife. On the contrary, pointed for her judges a number of perfons de- 
Mariamne took not the leaft pains to difguife the }} voted to his will. 
difcontent which rankled in her heart; fo that When the day of her trial arrived, the charge 
the violent regard that Herod had entertained for || exhibited againft her was, having con{pired to 
her, was, by degrees, converted to the utmoft || poifon the king. Herod was more violent againit 
rancour and hatred, and it is probable the might |] her, both by his words and actions, than was 
have fallen an immediate facrifice to his refent- || confiftent with the conduct of any man in a 
ment had it not been for the following unex- || court of juftice, and the judges, obferving the 
pected incidents. difpofition of the king, followed his examples 
Juft at this jun€ture Herod received intelli- || and Mariamne was pronounced guilty of the 
gence of the deaths of Antony and Cleopatra, {| charge exhibited againft her. Herod, however, 
and that Egypt was then in the poffeffion of Ca- |{ relenting of his conduét, obferved that ir would 
far. On the receipt of this information Herod |} be more prudent to fpare her life, and detain her 
loft not a moment in repairing to his patron, |} in prifon, than put her to death ; which propo- 
leaving his family in the greateft diforder, and | fition was approved of not only by the judges, 
once more committing Mariamne to the care of {| but the greater part of the affembly. But this 
Sohemus, to whom he‘had made fome acknow- |} was over-ruled by Salome and her adherents, 
ledgments for his former fervices. who were violent to the moft extreme degree in 
i When Herod arrived in Egypt, he was re-- their exclamations for immediate juftice ; and 
‘ ceived by Cafar with the greateft refpect and |} in confequence of what they urged, that a re- 
kindnefs; and having, in his return, accompa- |} volt would happen among the people if the 
nied him to Antioch, he fo far ingratiated him- || queen’s life was fpared, Herod was prevailed 
felf with Caefar on the way, that he granted him |] on to agree to her execution, and a day was ac- 
ieveral places in augmentation of his dominions, cordingly appointed for the tragical fcene. 
and, forever after, of all the tributary princes As foon as Alexandra found to what extremity 
in the Roman empire, gave him the firft place |} the proceedings againft her daughter had been 
in his favour. “ carried, fhe had every reafon to apprehend that 
But how profperous foever Herod was in his || her own life was in danger. In order, therefore, 
affairs abroad, on his return he found nothing || to avoid the dreadful confequence, fhe defcended 
but trouble and vexation at home. Mariamne |} toa conduét that was altogether derogatory to 
fill retained her refentment for the cruel com- || the dignity of her character. Her fears at this 
mifion given to Sohemus ; fo that when Herod {| juncture induced her to go fuch lengths; and fhe 
offered her his careffes fhe not only rejected them || was fo defirous of not being thought to have 
with the utmoft averfion, but reproached him in combined with her daughter, that ‘fhe fought 
the moft bitter terms, for the deaths of her re- |} every opportunity of eee her character, 
reprefenting her as the moft bafe and ungrateful 


lations, which enraged Herod to fuch a degree ¢ ate i 
that he could hardly forbear laying violent hands || of women, and cxto'ling the juftice of that fen- 
tence 
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tence which had doomed her to death for con- 
fpiring the deftruction of a hufband to whofe 
tenderne(s fhe lay under fuch unbounded obli- 
gations. 

Alexandra carried this hypocritical behaviour 
to fuch a degree that fhe became univerfally def- 
pifed, as one who could condefcend to infult her 
daughter during the extremity of her misfor- 
tunes; but Martamne, even while fhe was con- 
duéting to the place of execution, fpoke not a 
word in antwer to all fhe had heard of her mo- 
ther’s unnatural behaviour, though her counte- 
nance teftified the fenfe fhe entertained of the 
fhameful part that her mother had acted. In 
fhort, Mariamne maintained her fpirits with the 
preateft degree of firmnefs and conftancy, not 
exhibiting, even by the change of her complex- 
ion, that fhe was in the leaft terrified at the 
thoughts of approaching death. In a word, fhe 
died in the fame manner fhe had lived, a pattern 
of courage, difdaining fear, and proving herfelf 
capable of fuftaining the moft fevere trials *. 

‘After the death of Mariamne the paffion which 
Herod had entertained for her in her life-time 
difplayed itfelf with redoubled violence. When 
he came to reflect upon the fentence which he 
had ordered to be carried into execution he broke 
out into the ftrangeft and moft. unmanly excla- 
mations, frequently repeating the name of Ma- 
riamne, and faying, that her blood cried aloud 
for vengeance. ‘The agonies of his mind en- 
creafed to fuch a degree that he fought to divert 
his melancholy by drinking, feafting, keeping 
much company, and a variety of other enter- 
tainments: but all thefe endeavours proved fruit- 
lefs, and inftead of finding any relief he grew 
delirious, talked in a raving manner, and, while 
the fits of phrenzy were on him, would frequent- 
ly call for Mariamne, and direét that fhe fhould 
be brought before him f. 

Herod’s diforder daily increafing on him, he 
retired to a private country feat near Samaria, 
hoping that the difference of air, and being de- 
tached from the noife of the court, might do 
him fome fervice. Before, however, he had 
been long in this retreat, he was attacked with 
an illnefs much more violent than the former, 
and attended with fuch a racking pain and in- 
flammation inthe head, that he was not mafter 
of hisownconduét. ‘The prefcriptions applied 


for his relief were found to do him more injury | 


than fervice, fo that his cafe was confidered as 
no other than hopelefs. The difficulties that 
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* The charaéter Jofephus gives of this amiable princefs is 
the following effeét: ‘* She was (fays he) a woman who 
would have been fuperior to all her fex, but that fhe had 
too great a mixture of paflion and pride in her difpofition. 
Her beauty was fo great, the graces of her perfon fo 
extraordinary, and the charms of her converfation fo fin- 
gular, as not fimply to render her fuperior to all other 
women, but fo much fo, as not to admit of any degree of 
Now thele fuper-eminent gifts and qualifi- 


to 
«¢ 
ct 
ac 
ce 
ee 
ec 
ee 
ee 
«ec 
es 
ee 
es 
se 


comparifon. 


her misfortunes, by occafioning the unhappy life the led 
with her hufband. He was enamoured of her beyond all 
defeription ;, he neither oppofed her will nor denied her 
any thing, but permitted her to do what fhe pleafed, and 
indulged her in every gratification fhe chofe. This, per- 


*e haps, might give rile to thofe frequent and inconfiderate 
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arofe in the attempt to conquer this difeafe, the 
peculiar firuation of the patient, and the im- 
poffibility of relieving him in the regular way, 

being confidered, the phyficians reflected ‘that it 
would be in vain to interpofe their advice any 
longer, and therefore left him entirely to his own 
management, and the event to Providence, on- 
ly commanding that he might be gratified in 
every thing he defired. 

The wretched fituation of Herod being made 
known to Alexandra, who was then at Jerufa- 
lem, fhe, after reflecting on the circumftance 
began to confider whether or not it might 
be poffible for her to obtain poffeffion of fome 
of the ftrong fortreffes about Jerufalem. She 
was particularly defirous of becoming miftrefs 
of two above the reft, one of which was fituated 
in the city, and the other clofe adjaining to the 
temple, being affured that the people muft be 
altogether at the mercy of the party who fhould 
be in poffeffion of thofe two towns. In order 
to accomplifh her defign, fhe made application 
to the governors of thefe refpective fortretfes, 
whom fhe addreffed in words to this effeét: * | 
“ need not (faid the) inform you of the very 
deplorable ftate of the king’s health; where- 
fore I entreat you that the two fortreffes may 
be given up to the poffeffion of the mother 
of the king’s wife and the children of Herod 
and Mariamne, left, in cafe of his death, a 
different family fhould fucceed to the throne; 
and even if the king fhould recover, the 
hands of his neareft relations are thofe in 
which the government may with moft fafety be 
trufted.” 

The governors (one of whom was named 
Achiab, and nephew to Herod) partly from a 
fenfe of their duty, but chiefly from an enmity 
they had to Alexandra, refufed to acknowledge 
the force of her arguments for delivering up the 
towers, telling her it would ill become them to 
make a kind of prejudication of the king’s life, 
for whom, during many years, they had enter- 
tained the moft perfeét friendfhip and loyalty. 
No fooner was their converfation ended than 
‘Achiab immediately repaired to his uncle, and 
gave him a particular account of the propofal 
that had been made by Alexandra. Herod, who 
was at this time much recovered from his illnefs, 
was enraged to the higheft degree, and without ad- 
mitting Alexandra into his prefence, or fuffering 
her to fay any thing in her own defence; fent im- 
mediate orders that fhe fhould be put to death. 

Thefe 
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‘© reproaches which fhe caft upon Herod, without reflediing 
«© that fhe was thereby deftroying her own haprinets: for 
“by this kind of conduét fhe rendered herfe!f obnoxious to 
the mother and fifler of her hufband, and fina'ly, to him- 
felf, whofe affection fhe conceived to he fo exceffive, that 
it could not, by any circumftance whatever, be alienated, 
more efpecially to fuch a degree as to effeét her life.” 

+ While Hered was in this diftragted ftate a moft dreadful 
plague broke out in Jerufalem, which raged with fach pro- 
digious violence, that perfons of all ranks and degrees fell 
factifices to its rigour, and many thoufands were taken 0 
in a very fhort fpace of time. This dreadful calamity 4 
univerfally confidered by the people asa _juft judgment 
confequent on the murder of the unfortunate and innocent 
Mariamne.~ 
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Thefe orders were accordingly executed; and 
thus did Alexandra meet with a juft punifhment 
for the perfidy and bafenefs with which fhe had 
created her own daughter in the height of her 
misfortunes. ot : 

Soon after this Herod quite recovered of his 
ilinefs, buc it produced a very ftrange and 
fingular alteration both in his body and mind, 
particularly the latter. His difpofition was to- 
tally altered, and he became fo extravagantly 
cruel and ferocious, 
ruffled his temper incited him to acts of fingular 
barbarity, and either friends or foes were equally 
the objects of his vengeance. 

Herod had two fons by his wife Mariamne, 
the one named Alexander, and the other Ari- 
ftobulus, both of whom he fent to Rome for the 
benefit of their education. Thefe two youths, 
on their return home, (which was foon after He- 
rod had recovered from his illnefs) fell under 
their father’s difpleafure by the arts of the very 
fame people who had been the caufe of their 
mother’s death. They unwarily let fall fome 
rafh words expreflive of their refentment at their 
mother’s hard ufage, with threats of revenge 
upon thofe who had been the authors of it. AN 
this was carried to their father, with fuch malici- 
ous gloffes and comments on it as made him be- 
lieve that they were hatching ill defigns againft 
his perfon. He was naturally of a jealous tem- 
per, and this was fo improved by the artifices of 
Pheroras and Salome, his brother and fitter, thar 
he refolved to inflict fome fevere punifhment on 
his two fons, and for that purpofe had them 
feized, and placed under confinement. 

But before Herod took'any ftep towards exe- 
cnting his defign upon his fons, he thought 
proper to write a letter to Cefar, in which he told 
him of their undutiful behaviour, that they had 
Jad a plot againit his life, and defigned to have 
made an efcape out of his dominions ; and there- 
fore begged he would be pleafed to give him 
advice in what manner he fhould aét on the 
occafion, 

‘The advice Czefar gave Herod was, to call 
together a council] at Berytus in Phoenicia, and 
enquire into the nature of the offence his fons 
had committed. This Herod accordingly did; 
but when he came into the affembly, which con- 
fitted of an hundred and fifty perfons whom 


Cefar had appointed: (except Archelaus, king | 


of Cappadocia, who being father-in-law to 
Alexander, was thought by Herod too much en- 
gaged by that relationfhip to be an impartial 
Judge in this matter) he began to accufe his fons 
with great vehemence and paffion, and after hav- 
ing fpoken in terms very unbecoming a father, 
hefaid, «© That not only Czfar had made him 
“ mafter of his fons deftiny, but that the very 
“ laws of the Jews declared that, if a fon was 
“ accufed. by his parents, and they put their 
“hands upon his head, all who were prefent 
‘ fhould ftone him and pur him to death; and 
“therefore, though he might treat his fons in 
“this manner after the crimes whereof they 


na 


“ ftood convicted, yet he chofe rather to have’ 


: their opinions upon the matter, not doubting 
‘ but that they would join with him in giving 


“‘ anexample to future ages, of that juft feverity’ 
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that the leaft trifle that: 


429 
‘* which ought to be ever ufed upom unnatural 
© children.” ; 

Saturninus, a man of a confular dignity, who 
was at the head of the council; was for punith- 
ing Alexander and Ariftobulus, though not with 
death, and his three fons, who were prefent with 
him; concurred in the fame opinion; but Vo- 
lumnius pronounced that they were worthy of 
death, which the majority of the affembly too 
readily agreeing to, the dreadful fentence was 
accordingly paffed. 

On this occafion the greater part of the peo- 
ple pitied the two princes, but no one durit 
fpeak plainly for fear of incurring the king’s dif 
pleafure, except an old olficer named Tyro, who 
had a fon about the age of Alexander that had 
been honoured with the friendfhip of the young 
prince. This man made no feruple to fpeak his 
mind with freedom, nor hefitated to deliver thofe 
truths which were concealed by others. He 


| made frequent and public declaration that all 


fenfe of honour and juftice were banithed from 
the face of the earth; that chicanery and ill- 
will had ufurped their places, and fo deluded 
the minds of the public that all ideas of right 
and wrong, of good and evil, were equally con- 
founded. ‘This freedom of behaviour attracted 
the notice of all the hearers, and thofe who would 
have been fearful of proceeding fo far themfelves 
could not but efteem the man who rifked his life 
in the public caufe, by openly fpeaking thofe 
truths which others took the greateft pains to 
conceal. 

Old Tyro could not be fatisfied with what he 
had fpoken to the people, and therefore refolved 
to communicate the fentiments of his mind, with 
equal freedom, to the king himfelf. He ac- 
cordingly made application for a royal aucience; 
which being granted, he addreffed himielf to the 
king in words to this effect: <* If, Sir, I do 
«© not give vent to the fentiments of my heart 
«© [ muft be wretched indeed. J] am not infen- 
« fible of the danger of the office I have under- 
«© taken, nor of the language I ain about to 
© utter. The danger will be my own; but fer- 
«¢ vice and advantage will accrue to Herod if 
** he pleafes to pay a proper regard to what I 
*¢ have to fay. Will you give me leave to afk, 
“© Sir, if you retain your former underftanding, 
** and the fenfe of things you heretofore enter - 
“tained? Where is that greataefs of mind, 
* that dignity, that refolution, which carried 
** you through great difficulties in times paft? 
«© Do you recolleé&t what is become of your 
*¢ friends and relations? Arce they all loft ? For 
*€ it is impoffible that I fhould include in that 


! “© number thofe who can behold the accumula- 


* ting miferies of your court and family, once 
“ fo happy, and exprefs no concern for the me- 
*© Jancholy change of affairs! Are you totally 
«* blind, Sir, to your own intereft ? Cannot 


'& you perceive what an unhappy turn your. cir- 


"© cumftances are taking ? Are you determined 
s¢ on the deftruction of the children of a wife 
‘© who was once fo dear to you, and who have 
«< themfelves fo many virtues to recommend 
© them ?. Do you not perceive, by the utter 
«© filence, and: profound aftonifhment of the 
*€ people, that your own conduct is tacitly con- 

5 Q *¢ demned, 


~ 
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«© demned, ‘and the fate of your fons lamented 
« by the public? And let me inform you, Sir, 
“ that with regard to the military in general, 
“¢ officers and common foldiers included, they 
“© have the utmoft commiiferation for the fate of 
* the young princes, and are perpetually cur- 
“© fing thofe to whom they conceive their dif- 
¢ treffes are owing.” : 

While Tyro was reprefenting the treachery of 
the conduét of thofe who ought to have ferved 
him with fidelity, Herod heard him with a tolera- 
ble degree of patience; but thinking he exceeded 
the bounds of difcrction, and violated the laws 
of good manners, by the bold, intrepid, and 
expoftulatory manner of his difcourfe, his free. 
dom became very difagreeable to the king. He- 
rod, refenting the fuppofed infulr, demanded to 
know the names of thofe officers and foldiers 
in particular who had fpoken with the freedom 
that Tyro had mentioned. Tyro made no feru- 

le of giving up their names; on which the 
hing gave ininediate orders that not only the 
informer, but all the perfons accufed, fhould be 
apprehended and committed to prifon. 

Some davs after this event had taken place 
Tryphon, the king’s barber, went to Herod, 
and offered himfelf as an evidence againft Tyro, 
declaring that he had, in the name of Alexan- 
der, repeatedly made him offers of money on 
condition that, when he went to fhave the king, 
he would take an opportunity of cutting his 
throat. Hereupon orders were given that Tyro 
and his fon fhould be put to the torture, which 
was accordingly done, but they both denied 
every thing that was charged againit them. On 
this Llerod ordered an increafe of Tyro’s tor- 
meits, ull the fon, commiferating his father’s 
fullerings, promiled the king a full difcevery if he 
night be pardoned. In confequence of this he 
was taken from the torture, when he declared 
that his father had refolved to murder Herod with 
his own hands as he had private accefs to him ; 
and that he was determined to do this for the 
fervice of Alexander, whatever might be the 
confequence to hunfelf. ’ 

This ftory was credited by fome, while others 
fuppofed it was only a contrivance of the youth 
to get his own pains remitted. But be this as it 
may the confeflion fo enraged and intimidated 
Elerod, that he fent his two fens immediately to 
Sabafte (formerly called Samaria) and there or- 
dered them to be flrangled; which dread/ul fen- 
tence was accordingly executed, and their bodics 
afterwards depofited in a fepulchre at Alexan- 
drion.—Uhus ended the lives of thefe two un- 
fortunate brothers, who, by too much expretling 
their refentment for their mother’s death, pro- 
voked thofe who had been the chief authors of 
it, by the like artifices, to procure theirs. 

Befides thefe two fons of Marianne Herod 
had another (which was the eldeit and named 
Antipater) by Doris, a woman of no_ quality, 
and whilft himfelf was a private man; for which 
reafon he kept him and his mother, for fome 
time, at a diltance from court. But when he 
began to take offence at Alexander and Arifto- 
bulus, his two fons by Mariamne, he thereupon 
treated Antipater with particular diftinction, and, 
in a full afieinbly of the people, declared him 
his inmediate heir to the crown, 
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After the deaths of Mariamne’s fons, Antipa- 
ter (whofe ambition had long made him defirous 
of getting the fovereignty into his own hands 
finding he had nothing that impeded his withes 
but the life of his fa her Herod, -he refolveg 
with all expedition, to remove that obftacle. 
To effe& this he formed a confpiracy with his 
uncle Pheroras, (who at this time was in fome 
difgrace with his brother the king) to have him 
poifoned. But, that there might be no fufpicion 
of his being concerned in this bafe and perfidious 
fcheme, he procured fome of his friends to fend 
for him to Rome, on pretence of ‘waiting on 
Ceefar, and during his abfence Pheroras was to 
execute the intended defign agatnft the life of 
the king. 

Antipater had not long left Jerufalem when 

Pheroras died, and by fome means or other the 
whole plot was difcovered to Herod. In confe. 
quence of this Herod wrote to his fon, without 
giving the leaft hint of the difcovery that had 
been made, to haften home, left fomething 
fhould happen in his abfence that would be great. 
ly prejudicial to his intereft. Antipater no fooner 
received thefe orders, than, (not having the leaft 
fufpicion of what had paffed) he immediately 
left Rome, and repaired, with all expedition, to 
obey the royal mandate. 
_ As foon as Antipater arrived at Jerufalem he 
immediately repaired to the palace, where Herod, 
with Quintilius Varus (who fucceeded Saturni- 
nus in the government of Syria) happened to 
be together in council, and were in the actual 
difcharge of public bufinefs. ‘The fervants who 
attended the gates of the palace no fooner faw 
Antipater approach than they immediately threw 
them open, but he had no fooner entered than 
they inftantly fhut them to keep out his atten- 
dants. ‘This appeared ftrange to Antipater, buc 
being in hafte to {ee his father, he did not think 
proper to ftop to enquire the caufe. As fvon as 
he entered the council-chamber he was proceed- 
ing to addrefs himfelf to Herod with all the 
marks of filial duty and affeétion; bur, as he 
approached, Herod extended his hand to ftop 
him, and, with a look of indignation, exclaimed, 
«« Shall I fubmit to the embrace of a parricide? 
«© Curfed be that impiety which prompts thee 
“ to approach me til! thou haft obviated the 
*« criminal charges againft thee. For what pur- 
«* pofe thinkeft thou that Warus thy judge ap- 
«« pears but to pafs fentence agreeable to thy de- 
“ ferts? Therefore be gone, and prepare for 
“thy defence againft to-morrow, for I hall 
“* not allow thee a longer period.” Atonifhed 
at thefe words Antipater was unable to reply, 
and immediately retired in gloomy filence. His 
mother and: wife going afterwards to him 
informed him of every thing that had paffed, by 
which he was in fome degree recovered from lis 
flupefaction, and enabled to prepare himéelf for 
the approaching folemnity. : 

On the following day a numerous council af- 
fembled, Varus prefiding as judge, affifted by 
Herod and a great number of their: friends. 
Herod immediately ordered all the witneffes [© 
be brought in, among whom were feveral of the 
fervants of Doris (the mother of Antipater) who 
Thete fervants 
though 


produced letters (which had been written : 
na 
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not fent) from the mether to her fon, the fub- 
france of which was to this effet: “ Your 
« father is informed of all that has paffed ; 
«¢ cherefore be cautious how you come near him, 
« unlefs you can abfolutely rely on the protection 
“ of Crefar.”’ Soon after thefe witneffes were 
introduced, Antipater came into the court, and, 
throwing himfelé ac his father’s feet, faid, ** I 
« humbly entreat you, Sir, to hear me with im- 
“ partiality : prejudge notmy caufe ; and T have 
« nota doubt of adducing the fulleft proofs of 
«* my innocence.” 

Herod, with an air of authority, commanded 
Antipater’s filence ; after which, turning to Va- 
rus, he addreffed himfelf to him as follows: 
« J am affured, Warus, or any other unbiaffed 
judge, muft be convinced that Antipater is 
deferving of death; but, in the interim, I 
dread the opinion you may form of my ma- 
lignant fortune ; as if my being the father of 
fuch children had brought fuch calamities 
upon me. With ‘regard to the young men 
«© that are now no more, I had intended them 
“ for the government, and caufed them to be 
« educated at Rorne, in the court, and under 
“ the aufpices of Caefar, that they might be the 
« better qualified to govern: yet, when I had 
“ yaifed them to the envy of other princes, they 
“ became the greateft enemies of my peace and 
« fafecy. Antipater, however, fought to profit 
« py their ruin, by securing the fucceflion of the 
“ fovereignty to himfelf: yet how am I requited 
“ by this monfter of iniquity, who has con- 
“ certed fchemes againft my life, in return for 
“ kindnefs! I1¢ thought, and he was grieved to 
“ think, that I fhould live too long; nay, that 
“ Thad already done fo, He could not be con- 
“ tented with the poffeffion of the crown, unlefs 
« he waded to ic through the blood of his fa- 
“ ther: and I muft own that I laid the founda- 
“ tion of this condudét, by bringing him to court 
“ from a private condition, and declaring him 
“ ray fucceffor, in preference to the fons born of 
« Mariamne. I muft treely acknowledge to 
“ you, Varus, the error of my proceedings. It 
‘“ was wrong in me to deprive my fons of the 
“ fucceffion in favour of Antipater; nor did lever 
thew them the favour I evinced towards him. 
“The united wickednefs of all the reft of my 
“ family equals not that of Antipater ; the proofs 
“ againit them fall very fhort of what I have 
“againft him, yet has he the audacioufnefs to 
plead innocence, nor does he defpair to con- 
found the truth by artifice. Be guarded, Va- 
rus. FYe will recite his tale with plaufibility ; 
but I know him in all his difguifes, and am 
affured ot the bafenefs of his heart.” , 
Herod, having finifhed his fpeech, requefted 
Nicolaus of Damafcus, his old and affured friend, 
whom he knew to be a perfeét matter of the 
Whole fubjeét, to proceed in the bufinefs that 
laid before them, by examining thofe witneffes 
whofe evidence would tend to convict his fon of 
the crime Jaid to his charge. 

_Antipater, however, interrupted him, by be- 
ginning to make a defence of his conduét, in 
which he intimated that his father’s kindnefs to 
him was a tacit acknowledgment of his own 
Merit; and affumed to himfelf the credic of 
having difcharged his duty in every inftance: 
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te What probability (faid he) can there be, that 
«« after having prevented the effects of the trea- 
‘¢ chery of fo many other people againft my fa- 
«ether, I fhould myfelf act the part of thofe 
«© very traitors whofe conduét I had cenfured, 
© and bring fo much difgrace on a reputation 
«© obtained by to many aéts of firm and untha- 
“© ken Joyaltv?) What wifh, what ambition could 
‘1 have to become greater or more diftinguifhed 
« than I was already ? Is it to be fuppofed I 
© could be fo weak as, the dignity of my fitua- 
« tion confidered, to act the part of a villain, 
« only to be a lofer by fuch conduct? For the 
** fucceffion was alieady fettled upon me, and ra- 
“« tified by all the forms that law could give it; 
‘¢ and, through the goodnefs of the king, I was 
‘© admitted to fuch a proportion of the exercife 
‘* of the royal power, that I was in actual pof- 
‘¢ feflion of the government, rather than in the 
‘© view and expectation of it: nor did any per- 
‘© fon dare to controul my aétions, or prefume 
«© ro controvert my right. Why, then, fhould I 
“« caufeleisly ftruggle throngh imminent danger; 
“© for the obtajning of that which had already 
*« devolved to me, and of which I had the peace- 
“« able poffcflion, in confequence of my fuperior 
‘< virtue? Why fhould I expofe mytelf, in che 
“¢ hope of an uncertain gain, to the utmoft de- 
“© pree of certain infamy? It is fill lefs likely 
‘© that I fhould have acted thus, when I faw the 
*¢ confequences of falfe anbition, in the trial, 
“© conviction, and execution of my brothers. I 
«© acknowledge myfelf to have been acceffary to 
‘* their fate; and I pride myfelf in my conduct 
*¢ in that affair, of which I shall never repent, as 
* I conceive it was the ftrongeft proof thar I 
“© could have given of my filial regard, and the 
inviolable love and duty that I bore to my 
*© father. With regard to my conduét while I 
“* was at Rome, I'dare make my appeal to Czefar 
S€ himfelf, whofe wifdom is fuch thar he cannot 
“© be impofed on; and J could likewife appeal 
toa number of letters under his own hand, in 
my favour, which I amable to produce. Now 
I would with to afk if ic would not be a bad 
precedent to credit the calumnious reports of 
abandoned men, who are iny_profeffed enc- 
mies, again{t the authority of fuch refpectable 
evidence? Men who are a difgrace to their 
** nature, and are never fo happy as when they 
are involving the royal family in difficulties ? 
“ Thefe people have now taken the advantage 
of my abfence to propagate falfe and feanda- 
lous reports to my prejudice, which would 
never have been liftened to, or had the leaft 
regard paid to them, if I had been on the 
“ fpot to have defended my own condu&.” 
When he had almoft finithed his fpeech, he 
made an obfervation on the abfurdity of thé 
cuftom of examining people by means of the 
torture, which he faid was full as probable a me- 
thod of extorting a falfehood as a truth: Gnce 
the extreme pain that was inflicted on the fufferer 
would induce him to affert any thing the tor- 
mentor pleafed ; efpecially as the torments were 
continued till fuch confeflion was made. Nor- 
withftanding this, Antipater himfelf offered to 
fubmit to the torture, and reft the credit of his 
caule onthe event. He delivered his fpeech in 
fo emphatical a manner, attended by fuch force 
Ol 
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of action and expreffion, and accompanied it 
with fuch a profufion of tears, that the council 
were greatly concerned, and thofe who were his 
moft profeffed enemies feemed to lament his 
fituation: even Herod himfelf appeared to be 
affected, and to pity his cafe, though he endéa- 
voured all he could to conceal the emotion of. 
his mind. 

Antipater having made his defence, and the 
witneffes given their evidence, Nicolaus of 
Damafcus refumed the caufe, enquired into 
every particular article, recited the names of the 
witnefles, fimnmed up the proofs, and remarked 
on the confeffions.of thofe who had been put to 
the torture. He then proceeded to make re- 
marks on the king’s bountiful temper, the care 
and tendernefs he had exhibited in the education 
of his children, and how il) that care had been 
requited. With regard to Alexander and Ari- 
ftobulus, he faid, that though they were not in- 
fluenced by motives of intereft, they were actu- 
ated by ambition, and impelled by the ardour 
of youth, and the heat of blood ;-it ‘was there- 
fore the lefs to be wondered at, if the evil ad- 
vice and example of bad company had feduced 
them to a departure from the ftriét line of their 
duty : but with refpect to the conduct of Anti- 
pater, he faid that it was worfe than brutal; for 
that beafts, even of the molt ferocious kinds, 
entertained a fort of mutual gratitude to thofe 
who fed and protected them: whereas the young 
man in queflion was fo far from being influenced 
by the kindnefs ahd induigence of a tender pa- 
rent, that even the unfortunate examples that 
had been made of his brothers, could not deter 
him from copying their vices; but, on the con- 
trary, he feemed to pride hinjlelf onthe cruelty 
and exemplary wickcdneis of his conduct. 

Nicelaus now addrefied himfelf to Antipater 
in the following manner. “ Was it not you that 
© firt difcovered the defign of your brothers? 
“ Who but yourfelf was the profecutor? Did 
© not you direét the fentence, and of courfe oc- 
* cafion the punifhment? I do not mean, in 
the prefent inftance, to refleét on that zeal and 
* indignation by which you might be fuppofed 
to be infpired in fo juft a caufe; but I am 
aftonifhed to find that you_fhould have been 
«fo inveterate againft your brothers, fora crime 
“of which you yourfelf are new guilty. This 
«is to me an undoubted proof that you did not 
« {9 much confult the prefervation of the facher, 
«as the dettrudtion of the fons; that you fought, 
by aéting the part of a fevcre brother, to ob- 
“ tain the credit of an affecionate and dutiful 
“ fon, by which means you flattered yourfelf, 
«thar, with the greater fecurity, you night 
“make an intereft with the hing. And this, 
«in faét, is the plot that vou have been con- 
« certing: elfe, how fhould it happen that the 
«> brothers were dcomed to death, while their 
« accomplices were fpared? What could be 
« the intention, what the view in this proceed- 
«« ing, if you and the accomplices had not a 
« perfect underftanding of each other? Thar, 
«: after they had affifted you in one fcheme of 
« villany, they might be at your command to 
< Jend their aid towards the perpetration of 
« another? By this mode of proceeding you 
«¢ had a double pleafure in contemplating the 
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intended wickednefs ; for, in the firft place, 
you thought to make a moft impious tranf- 
action pafs through the world, as an honour- 
able deed of virtue and filial piety; and, in 
the fecond inftance, you intended to have 
caufed the execution of a horrid fcene of bar--, 
barity, and fubjected fulpected perfons to that 
punifhment which would have been’ due to 
the aétual perpetrators of the crime. If you 
had been a fevere detefter of the propofed 
malicious proceeding, you would not have 
been fo ready to have given it the fanCtion of 
your imitation. Iowever, you have had the 
addrefs and contrivance to deftroy thofe firfk 
whofe enorimities were lefs than your own, by 
which means you have difclaimed all compes 
titors in the aétion, and determined to have 
neither rivals nor witnefles of your condud > 
and this being done, it was your refolution to 
have added the murder of the father to that of 
the brothers; by which kind of management 
you thought not only to efcape the punithmentr 
you merited, but to transfer the weighty con- 
fequence of your crimes to your parent, by the 
perpretation of fuch a parricide as is almpfh, 
unexampled in the annals of hiftory: fot; 
was not your intention to have acted this har= 
rid treafon againft a parent of only common 
feelings and humanity, but againft one whete: 
tendernefs and indulgence had been mani- 
fefted in a very fuperior degrce: for you, the 
con{pirator,, had been already chofen to fuc- 
ceed to the government; you already poffeffed 
a kind of half property in the crown; you had 
a previous fhare in the enjoyment of your fa- 
ther’s dignities, and his will had fecured to 
you the reverfion_of the whole. But (conti- 
nued Nicolaus) fo immoderate and unreafon- 
able were your defires, that it was impoMible 
for his goodnefs to preicribe any bounds to 
them, fince you meant to regulate them only 
by the meafures of your own perverfe will, 
and ungrateful fentiments. You could not be 
contented with your own half of the legal 
rights, without the pofleffien of that whiclt 
more immediately belonged to your father. 
You made an artful pretence of being his pro- 
teétor from the infults of others, when, in tact, 
your plot tended to work his immediate de- 
fruction. Nor was this horrid contrivance 
to be carried into execution fimply by your- 
felf; but your mother was to be made accef- 
fary to the fcheme, your brothers were to be 
fer at variance, and the whole family were to 
be involved in the bloody bufinefs. 

« Let me farther afk of you, what idea you 
can form of yourfelf after having called your 
father a beat, Gince by fuch language you 
gave no {mall proof of your own brutality * 
But the feandal and malice of your conduct 
feem to have been deftined to reach your re 
lations and benefactors. Nay, fuch has been 
the artifice of your management, that, as il 
your own ill-will was infufficient to incite 
tu a proper degree of revenge, you have 
demanded the affiftance of your guards and 
countellors ; you: have fuborned witneffes © 
both fexes, and all of you have united to lee 
the deftruction of one ancient man. And noWs 
after haying caufed fo many of both fer 
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ce free as well as flaves,; to be put to the torture 
on veur account, and after a variety of incon- 


e 
« teftible evidence to your conviction, you are 
ce yet hardy enough to contradict the truth, and 


to add to the crime’ of attempting to take 
away the. life of your father, that of denying 
the authority of thofe very laws by which cri- 
minals are punifhed: and this conduct of 
yours is not only an infult on the equity of 
Varus, your judge, bur a contradiction to the 
principles of natural juftice: For what rea- 
fon fhould you difcredit thefe teftimonies that 
have been obtained by the force of torture, 
but that you would deftroy the credit that is 
due to the proofs of your accumulated crimes, 
and which, at the fame time, have tended to 
‘ five your father’s life ?” 

Nicolaus then. addrefiing himfeif to Varus, 
the judge, faid, ‘ Sir, I adjure you by the dig- 
nity of the Roman empire, and by that regard 
you would have to your own honour, that you 
vindicate our fovereign from the infults offered 
him by thofe of his own kindred, by adjudg- 
ing to death this moft atrocious hypocrite, 
who under the pretence of refpect to his fa- 
ther, fought after the blood of his brothers, 
and if he had not now been detected before 
his fecheme was compleat, would have devoted 
his father to deflruction, to pave his own way 
to the pofleffion of the regal dignity. I am 
fure I need noc inform you, Sir, that parricide 
is a crime of the deepeft dye; that it is not 
only a private offence ayainft the party imme- 
diately injured, but a public infult to the laws 
of life and exiftence. There feems to be fo 
much of infamy even in the thought, as well 
2s in the perpctration of this deed, thar the 
very idea of permitting it to pafs unpunifhed 
is an infule to human nature, and to thofe 
jaws to which we are all equally indebted for 
the prefervation of our exiftence.” 

Having faid thus much, Nicolaus adverted to 
inme idle words, which, in a difpofition to talk 
atrandom, had fallen from the mother of Anti- 
pater, with regard to prognoflicators and wizards 
that had been confulted, and facrifices that had 
been ofered, refpecting the life of the king, and 
the knowledge who was to fucceed to the crown. 
ethen mentioned feveral circuinftances relative 
te the debauched life which Antipater had lived 
'n the family of Pheroras ; his drunkennefs, and 
his inumoderate attachment to women. Many 
particulars were urged againft the prifoner, every 

le of which was proved, fome by voluntary 
ce, fome by extorted confeflion, and a 
third fort on the recollection of the accufing par- 
ucs, who thought it their duty to ftand forth on 
this occafion; and this forr of evidence was 
Geared of the moft credible kind. Every cir- 
cumitance now tended to the conviétion of Anti- 
rater; and thofe fpoke with freedom on this oc- 
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* One of thefe cities was called Sabafte, which fignifies 
the fame in Greek as Auguftus docs in Latin. It was fitu- 
ited on the fame {pot where Rood Samaria, which Hyrcanus 
iad deftroyed, and wasin part rebuile by Gabinius when he 
*as governor ef Syria, but, as he was foon turned out of his 
government, ic advanced no farther than a large village, 
tel Herod undertook to finith it, and, in fo doing, fpared 
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© cafion; who while he was in power; did not 
*¢ dare to utter their fentiments. In a word, be- 
ing univerfally detefted by ‘the people, they were 
free to reveal every ili action of fis life. 

The fituation of Antipater was now wretched 
beyond defcription ; but the horrors of his mind 
aggravated every other calamity; fince, he had 
not only the murder of the brothers to anfwer 
for, but the malice and rancour that had pre- 
vailed through the family, and the propofed trea-~ 
fon they were to have combined in committing. 
His intereft feemed ro direét all his actions, whe- 
ther of friendship, or enmity, fo that through the 
whole courfe of his life he was never known to 
gain or to Jofe a friend, but from motives that 
were felfith in the higheft degree: and this con- 
tractednefs of fentiment by which he was adctua- 
ted was fo well known, that he feemed to be op- 
pofed by every honeft man, as if it had been a 
matter of the moft abfolute impoffibility for vir- 
tue and Antipater to exift together. 

Varus now demanded of Antipater what he 
had to urge in his own defence; to which he 
made no other reply, than that he was wholly 
innocent. JVlereupon Varus called for the poi- 
fon, which had been prepared by Pheroras, 
(and which it had been difcovered was intended 
for Herod) and giving part of ic to a perfon 
under fentence of death, he immediately expi- 
red. This was fo plain a proof of Antipater’s 
guile that ic was out of his power to fay any 
thing in jultification of himfelf; the confequence 
of which was that he was immediately loaded 
with irons and put into clofe confinement. 

While Antipatcr was ia prifon a falfe report 
was circulated that Herod was dead, upon which 
he begged of his keeper to fet him ac liberty, and 
made him large promifes if he would comply 
with his requeft. ‘Ihis, however, the keeper 
not only refufed, but informed Herod of the 
offers that had been made by his fon; upon 
which he was fo enraged, that he fent for one of 
his guards, whom he ordered inftantly to go to 
the prifon and difpatch Antipater, which orders 
were accordingly obeyed. 

The unfortunate fate of Ierod’s fons made a 
ftrong imprefiion on the minds of the people, 
and was particularly noticed by the potentates of 
the neighbouring nations. Caciar Auguitus him- 
felf was aftonifhed at fuch fingular cataflruphes, 
and on that account frequently made ufe of this 
faying, that it was Letecr to be Herod's bog than 
bis fou. 

But whatever opinion Cefar might have of 
JJerod it is certain that Herod had no fimal! ve- 
neration for him, or, at leaft, that he carried his 
compliments to very great lengths. He not 
only buile two flately cities *, and called them 
both by his name, but in the very city of Jeru- 
falem buile a theatre and an amphitheatre, and, 
in honour of Auguitus, ordered games to be ce- 
lebrated, 


: i 


no coft to make it one of the richeft and moft beautiful cities 
in the kingdom.—The other was called Cefatia, though its 
former natne was, the Tower of Straton. It flood by the 
fea-fide on the coaft of Phanicia, npon the pals into Egypt, 
and the buildings in it, as well private as public, were all 
of marble, 
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lebrated, and fhows exhibited, agreeable to the 
cuftom of the Romans. Nay, to fuch lengths 
did he carry his complaifance that he not only 
fet up the Roman enfign (which was the figure 
of an eagle) over one of the gates of the tem- 
ple, but even built a fumptuous temple, all of. 
white marble, in memory of the favours which 
Auguftus had conferred on him. Thefe pro- 
ceedings, however, being inconfiftent with the 
legal conftitutions and religion of the Jews, 
they were greatly difgufted at Herod, and fome 
plots were concerted for taking away his life. 
Herod, finding the people were incenfed a- 
gatnft him for his conduct, refolved, as fome 
amends for the breaches he had made in the laws, 
to endeavour to recover their good opinions by 
an act of a public nature. To effect this he 
formed the defign of rebuilding the temple, 
which, by length of time, as well as the violence 
of enemies, was in a very decayed and ruinous 
condition. In the fpace of two years he got to- 
gether all proper materials for the work, and in 
nine and a half more it was finifhed, and dedi- 
cated with all the ufual forms and folemnities. 
This temple was widely different from Solo- 
mon’s, as alfo from that which was buile after 
the captivity, as appears by the fellowing de- 
fcription given of it by Jofephus, in whofe time 
it was begun and compleated. “* The front of 
this magnificent building (favs he) was adorned 
with many rich f{poils which the kings of the 
Tews had dedicated to God as the monuments of 
their victories. The middle of it, which was 
much higher than the two extremes, afforded a 
very agreeable profpect to the extent of feveral 
furlongs to thofe that either lived in the coun- 
try, or were travelling tothe city. The gate 
was avery Curious piece of workmuanfhip, and 
fromthe top hung a variety of rich tapeftry of 
feveral colours, embcllifhed with purple flowers. 
On each fide of it ftood a ftately pillar, with a 
golden vine creeping and twining: about it, whofe 
branches were laden with a clufter of grapes, 
that hung down from the cornices. Round the 
temple were large galleries, anfwerable to the 
reft of the work in magnificence, and in beauty 
much exceeding all that had been before. The 
temple was furrounded by three courts or in- 
clofures. The firlt inclofure, which was a fquare 
ef a furlong on every fide, had a gate on the 
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eaft, another on the fouth, and another on the 
north fide; but it had four towards the wef. 
one leading to the palace, another into the city, 
and. two more into the fields. It was fecured 
without by a ftrong wall, and within was adorned, 
with ftately porticos, or galleries, fuftained by no 
lets than 162 columns. They fupported a ‘roof 
of cedar very curioufly wrought, and made three 
galleries; the two outermoft of which were of 
the fame dimenfions, 7. e. thirty feet in breadth, 
fifty in height, and a furlong in length; but 
that in the middle was half as broad again as 
the other, and twice as high. The court or area 
before thefe galleries was paved with marble of 
feveral colours, and, at a little diftance, was a 
fecond inclofure, formed by an handfome bal- 
luitrade of ftone, with pillars at equal diftances, 
whereon were infcriptions in Greek and Latin, 
giving warning to all ftrangers not to proceed 
any farther, upon pain of death. To this in- 
clofure there was but one entrance towards the 
eaft, but, towards the north and fouth, at equal 
diftances, three. In the middle of thefe two in. 
clofures, there was a third, which included the 
temple, ftrictly fo called, and the altar of burnt 
facrifices, which was fifty cubits high, and forty 
cubits wide every way, all built of rough ftones, 
on which no tool had ever been ufed. Into this 
court (which none but the priefts were permitted 
to enter) there were nine gates; one towards the 
eaft, four towards the fouth, and as many to- 
wards the north; but towards the weft there was 
no gate, only one great wall ran all along from 
north to fouth. At the entrance of each gate 
within were large rooms in the form of pavilions, 
of thirty cubits fquare, and forty high, fupported 
by a pillar of eighteen feet in circumference; 
and the whole was adorned with porticos fultained 
by two rows of pillars, to the eaft, north, and 
fouth, but towards the weft there was nothing 
but the wall.” 

The re-building of the temple by Hferod was 
the Jaft remarkable occurrence in the Hiltory of 
the Jews, previous to the incarnation of Our 
Blefled Redeemer, which, according to moft 
Chronologers, happened in the year of the world 
4004, when Auguftus Cefar was Emperor of 
Rome, and Herod, under the Roman ftate, had 
governed the kingdom of Judea about twenty- 
four years. 
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C H A P. I. 
The Prophecy of Noah, relative to the Defcendants of his three Sons, 


AVING, in the preceding Sheets, 
given an accurate account of every 
material occurrence related in the Sa- 
cred Scriptures, from the creation of 

the world to the death of the prophet Nehemiah, 
and from thence to the rebuilding of the Tem- 
ple of Jerufalem by Herod, we fhall, before we 
proceed to relate the Life and tranfaCtions of Our 
Bleftd Redeemer, give a circumfpect account 
of thofe remarkable prophecies contained in the 
Okt Teftament. The predictions of the dif- 
tcrent Prophets have, indeed, been already no- 
ted in the courfe of the Work, but in fo con- 
vile a manner (to prevent interrupting the Hifto- 
rt) as not to be fully difplayed. Ic fhall, there- 
lore, be our bufinefs to make thefe the fubject of 
the prefent Book, in which we fhall point out, 
tr, in what a particular manner the molt im- 
portant events have been foretold, and, fecond- 
3 with what punctuality each has been ful- 
niled. 

The firft prophecy we meet with in the facred 
vritings is that of Noah relative to his three fons, 
namely, Shem, Ham and Japheth. Noah had 
‘aditereetly given a loofe to indulgence by drink- 
ing too inuch wine, and, in confequence thereof, 
‘as found in a very indecent pofture by his fons, 


Ham, who firft faw him, ridiculed him on that 
account, and fuffered him to continue in the un- 
feemly fituation he found him, but on calling 
his brothers, they, inftead of approving of his 
conduct, covered the nakednefs of their aged 
parent, and lamented that he fhould have been 
to indifcreet as to require their affiftance on fuch 
an occafion. 

Noah, in confequence of the different beha- 
viour of his three fons, was, as a patriarch, en- 
lightened, and, as the father of a family who is 
to reward or punifh his children, empowered to 
foretel the different fortunes of their defcendants ; 
this prophecy relating not fo much to themfelves 
as to their pofterity. Noah was not tempted to 
do this either from the power of wine or the na- 
tural confequences of refenting an injury re- 
ceived; for neither of thefe could infufe into 
him the knowledge of events which were to 
happen many hundred years after. But the Al- 
mighty, being plealed to manifeft his fuperin- 
tendence and government over the world, en- 
dued Noah with the {pirit of prophecy, and 
enabled him, in fome meafure, to difclofe the 
purpotes of his Providence towards the future 
race of mankind. 

As foon therefore as Noah foun himfelf thus 

prophetically 
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lebrated, and fhows exhibited, agreeable to the 
cuftom of the Romans. Nay, to fuch lengths 
did he carry his complaifance that he not only 
fet up the Roman enfign (which was the figure 
of an eagle) over one of the gates of the tem- 
ple, bur even built a femptuous temple, all of 
white marble, in memory of the favours which 
Auguftus had conferred on him. Thefe pro- 
ceedings, however, being inconfiftent with the 
legal conftitutions and religion of the Jews, 
they were greatly difgufted at Herod, and fome 
plots were concerted for taking away his life. 
Herod, finding the people were incenfed a- 
gainft him for his conduct, refolved, as fome 
amends for the breaches he had made in the laws, 
to endeavour to recover their good opinions by 
an aét of a public nature. To effect this he 
formed the defign of rebuilding the temple, 
which, by length of time, as well as the violence 
of enemies, was in a very decayed and ruinous 
condition. In the fpace of two years he got to- 
gether all proper materials for the work, and in 
nine and a half more it was finifhed, and dedi- 
cated with all the ufual forms and folemnities. 
This temple was widely different from Solo- 
mon’s, as alfo from that which was built after 
the captivity, as appcars by the fellowing de- 
fcription given of it by Jofephus, in whofe time 
it was begun and compleated.  “ Yhe front of 
this magnificent building (fays he) was adorned 
with many rich fpoils which the kings of the 
Jews had dedicated to God as the monuments of 
their vidtories. Whe middle of it, which was 
much higher than the two extremes, afforded a 
very agreeable profpect to the extent of feveral 
furlongs to thoie that either lived in the coun- 
try, or were travelling to the city. The gate 
was avery curious piece of workmanfhip, and 
from the top hung a variety of rich tapceftry of 
feveral colours, embcllifhed with purple flowers. 
On each fide of it ftood a ftately pillar, with a 
golden vine creeping and twining about it, whofe 
branches were laden with a clufter of grapes, 
thar hung down from the cornices. Round the 
temple were large galleries, anfwerable to the 
re{t of the work in magnificence, and in beauty 
much exceeding all that had been before. The 
temple was furrounded by three courts or in- 
Glofures. The firit inclofure, which was a fquare 
of a furlong on every fide, had a gate on the 
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eaft, another on the fouth, and another on the 
north fide; but it had four towards the weft. 
one leading to the palace, another into the city, 
and. two more into the fields. It was fecured 
without by a ftrong wall, and within was adorned, 
with ftately porticos, or galleries, fuftained by no 
lets than 162 columns. They fupported a roof 
of cedar very curioufly wrought, and made three 
galleries; the two outermoft of which were of 
the fame dimenfions, i. e. thirty feet in breadth 
fifty in height, and a furlong in length; but 
that in the middle was half as broad again as 
the other, and twice as high. The court or area 
before thefe galleries was paved with marble of 
feveral colours, and, at alittle diftance, was a 
fecond inclofure, formed by an handfome bal- 
luftrade of ftone, with pillars at equal diftances, 
whereon were infcriptions in Greek and Latin, 
giving warning to all ftrangers not to proceed 
any farther, upon pain of death. To this in- 
clofure there was but one entrance towards the 
eaft, but, towards the north and fouth, at equal 
diftances, three. In the middle of thefe two in- 
clofures, there was a third, which included the 
temple, {tritly fo called, and the altar of burnt 
facrifices, which was fifty cubits high, and forty 
cubits wide every way, all built of rough ftones, 
on which no tool had ever been ufed. Into this 
court (which none but the priefts were permitted 
to enter) there were nine gates; one towards the 
eaft, four towards the fouth, and as many to- 
wards the north; but towards the weft there was 
no gate, only one great wall ran all along from 
north to fouth. At the entrance of each gate 
within were large rooms in the form of pavilions, 
of thirty cubits fquare, and forty high, fupported 
by a pillar of eighteen feet in circumference; 
and the whole was adorned with porticos fultained 
by two rows of pillars, to the ecaft, north, and 
fouth, but towards the weft there was nothing 
but the wall.” 

The re-building of the temple by Herod was 
the laft remarkable occurrence in the Hiftory of 
the Jews, previous to the incarnation of Our 
Blefled Redeemer, which, according to moft 
Chronologers, happened in the year of the world 
4004, when Auguftus Czefar was Emperor of 
Rome, and Herod, under the Roman ftate, had 
governed the kingdom of Judea about twenty- 
four years. 
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Cc H A P. I. 
The Prophecy of Woah, relative to the Defcendants of his three Sons. 


AVING, in the preceding Sheets, 
given an accurate account of every 
material occurrence related in the Sa- 
cred Scriptures, from the creation of 

the world to the death of the prophet Nehemiah, 
and from thence to the rebuilding of the Tem- 
ple of Jerufalem by Herod, we fhall, before we 
proceed to relate the Life and tranfactions of Our 
Blefitd Redeemer, give a circumfpect account 
of thofe remarkable prophecies contained in the 
Old Teftament. The predictions of the dif- 
herent Prophets have, indeed, been already no- 
used in the courfe of the Work, but in fo con- 
cic a manner (to prevent interrupting the Hifto- 
tv) as not to be fully difplayed. It fhall, there- 
lore, be our bufinefs to make thefe the fubject of 
the prefent Book, in which we fhall point out, 
frk, in what a particular manner the moft im- 
portant events have been foretold, and, fecond- 
e with what punctuality each has been ful- 
led, 

The firft prophecy we meet with in the facred 
“nitings is that of Noah relative to his three fons, 
hamely, Shem, Ham and Japheth. Noah had 
inditercerly given a loofe to indulgence by drink- 
ing tod much wine, and, in confequence thereof, 
“8s found in a very indecent pofture by his fons, 


Ham, who firft faw him, ridiculed him on that 
account, and fuffered him to continue in the un- 
feemly fituation he found him, but on calling 
his brothers, they, inftead of approving of his 
conduct, covered the nakednefs of their aged 
parent, and lamented that he fhould have been 
fo indifcreet as to require their affiftance on fuch 
an occafion. 

Noah, in confequence of the different beha- 
viour of his three fons, was, as a patriarch, en- 
lightened, and, as the father of a family who is 
to reward or punifh his children, empowered to 
foretel che different fortunes of their defcendants ; 
this prophecy relating not fo much to themfelves 
as to their pofterity. Noah was not tempted to 
do this either from the power of wine or the na- 
tural confequences of refenting an injury re- 
ceived; for neither of thefe could infufe into 
him the knowledge of events which were to 
happen many hundred years after. But the Al- 
mighty, being pleated to manifeft his fuperin- 
tendence and government over the world, en- 
dued Noah with the fpirit of prophecy, and 
enabled him, in fome meafure, to difclofe the 
purpotes of his Providence towards the future 
race of mankind. 

As foon therefore as Noah found himfelf thus 

prophetically 
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prophetically infpired, after being informed of 


the behaviour of his fons, he called them into. 
prefence;-“and- i ounce 
lowing curfe on Canaan the defcendant of Ham : 
Curfed (faid he) be Canaan, a fervant of fervants 
foall be be unto his aretkren. Then turning him- 
felf to the other two, +he faid, ’Blefled’ be she Lord 
God of Shem, and Canaan foall be his fervant, 
God foatl enlarge Japhetk, and he-foak dwell in 
the tents of phemy. and Genaat foal og kis fer- 
vant. 

At the fame time that the latter part of this 
prophecy muft afford great comfort andcfauf 
faction to Shem and Japheth for their reverence 
and tencernefs to their father, fo it_niuft natu- 
rally, have been a great pfinffhment ‘and imortifi- 
cation to Ham (for his*indifcreet’ and wicked 
béhaviour) to*hear of the nialediction and fervi- 
tude of fome of his children, and that, as he 
was abandoned himfelf, fo a wicked race fhould 
defeend from him. ~ 7 i 

But the curfe thus pronounced unen Canaan 
(who was the fourth fon of Elam according to 
the order in which his children are iientioned, 
Gen. x. 6.) is not to be underfocd as abfolute- 
ly fixed on him, but on his defcendants. A 
more extenfive meaning mutt be therctore affixed 
to it, and it muft be underfkocd not of a fingle 
perfon, but of whole nations, by means of which 
amore noble profpeét will be opened to us of 
the wife difpenfations of Providence. Neither 
the curfe of fervitude pronounced upon Canaan, 
nor the promife of bleffing and enlargement made 
to Shem and Japheth, are to be confined to their 
own perfons, but to extend to their whole race, 
and thither we muft direct our attention for the 
full and perfeét completion of the prophecy. 

The curfe upon Canaan was properly a curfe 
upon his defcendants, who were afterwards dif- 
tinguifhed by the name of Canaanites. From 
the crime committed by Elam, the Almighty 
was pleafed to commiffion Noah to pronounce a 
curfe upon them, and to devote them to that fer- 
vice and mifery with which their more than com- 
mon vices and iniquities would delerve. And 
this account was evidently written by Mofes for 
the encouragement of the Ifraclites, to fupport 
and animate them in their expedition againit a 
people, who, by their fins, had forfeited the Di- 
vine protection, and, from the. davs’ of INoah, 
were deftined to fubjection, Navery and death. 

From what has been already faid may be eafily 
feen the purport and meaning of this prophecy : 
it therefore now remains that we proceed to point 
ourthe manner in which it was fully completed. 

Vhe Canaanites were certainly a moft wicked 
and abandoned people, and for their great fins it 
was that the Almighty was pleafed to infli€t the 
punifhment he did on the inhabitants of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, as alfo thofe of the adjoining ci- 
ties and plain. (Seep. 24.) ‘hey were notonly 
addicted to idolatry, Qehich wes toen the cafe with 
the greater part of the world) but were guilty of 
the worft kinds of idolatry. Their religion was 
bad, and their morals worie ; for corrupt reli- 
gion, and cerrupt morals, ufvelly generate each 
other. Was not, therefore a curic, in the nature 
of things, as well as in the jut judgment of God, 
deferved|y cntailed on fuch a peapic and nation 
as this? ‘ 
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Book V. 
Ifraelites that the Lord was pleafed to give them 





the poflefMfien of. the. land ut. for 
aeoincts of he opie fenton 


of the country, and he would have driven our 
the Ifraclites in like manner had tlicy been guilry 
of the like .abominasions. See Levit. xyijj 
34,” ae. a - , 
But the curfe itfelf particularly implies fery. 
.tudg.and: {ubjection. Crrfed be Canaan , a fir- 
avant of Yervants Mtall bei be anata’ lis brethren. 
The defcendanis, therefore, of Canaan were to 
be fubjeét to the defcendants both of Shen and 
Japheth ; and the natural confequence of Vice, 
i communities, as well ss in fingle perions, js 
fubjection, flavery and death. : 

This part of the prophecy, owever, was not 
fulfilled tilfdeveral centuries aftck it was Uclivered 
by Noah, “when the'Iffaelites, who were the de- 
feendants of Shem, under the command of Jo- 
fhua, invaded the country of the Canaanites, 
fniote above thirty “Of their Kings, took pomtes. 
fion of their land, and made the Gibeonites and 
others, fervants and tributaries; and the re% were 
afterwards fubdued by Solxnor The Greeks 
and Romans, who were the defceadants of Ja- 
pheth, not only fubducd Syria and Palcliine, but 
alfo purfued and conquered fuch of the Canaa- 
nites as were any where remaining ; as for in- 
ftance, the Tyrians and Carthaginians, the for- 
mer of whom were ruined by Alexander’ and the 
Grecians, and the Jattcr by Scipio and the Ro- 
mans, rom that period the muferable remain- 
der of thefe people have been flaves, firft to che 
Saracens, who defcended from Shen, and after- 
wards to the Turks, who defcended from Ja- 
pheth; and under whofe denomination great 
numbers of them re:main to this day. 

Having thus explained the fuldiment of that 
part of Noah’s prophecy relitive to the deleva- 
dants of his fon Ham, let us now confder the 





promifes he made to Shem and Japhech. And 
he faid, Blefed le the. Ler d Gea ef ob.ers ind. 
Cansan flail be bis fervent. The wickeducis of 


men procecdeth from thenrielves, but their good 
from God; and therefore we find the old pa- 
triarch, in a ftrain of devction, breaketh forth 
into thankfgiving to God as the author of all 
good to Shem. God can certainly befow ins 
particular favours according to his good plecfire, 
and falvation was to be derived to mankind 
through Shem and his pofterity. By the Lend 
being called the Ged of ster is plainly jatiaared 
that the Lord would ke Ais God in a particuler 
manner. Accordingly we find the church oj 
God was among the potterity of Shem for ieve- 
ral generations; and of thew, as concerning ibe 
| fof, Chrifi came. “Rom. ix. 5. , 
The promife made to Japheth was this: Gow 
forall enlarce Sapheth, and he fhell divele in he 
tents of Sher; aud Cunaan foall be his forvert. 
‘That Japheth was more enlarged than the ret 
is evident, he having much greater poficfion 
and a more numerous offspring than exther ol hts 
brothers. The terrirories of Japheth’s pokerity 
j were very large, for befides all Europe, great 
and extenfive as itis, they poffeffed the Lefies 
Afia, Media, part of Armenia, Iberia, Aloant_ 
| and thole great regions towards the north, which 
were antiently inhabited by the Scythians, and a 
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That the prégeny of Japheth was enlarged, as || will dwell in the tents of Shem. 


well as his territories, evidently: appears from the 
zoth chapter of Genefis, wherein’ we find that 
Japheth-had feven fons, whereas Ham hed only 
four, and Shem only five. ‘“* And the northerz 
bive (as Sir William Templeman ‘denominates 
the defcendants of Japheth) was always remark- 
able for its fecundity, and hath been continually 
pouring forth fwarms, and fending out colonies 
into the more fouthern parts, both in Europe and 
and in Afia, both in former and in latter times.” 

The expreffion and be foall dwell in the tents of 
Shem, is capable of a double conftruction ; for 
thereby may be meant either that God, or that 

apheth, foatl dwell in the tents of Shem. Thofe 
who prefer the former conftruction found their 
authority on the literal fenfe of the words ia the 
text, there being no other noun to govern the 
verbs in the period than the word God. “The 
whole fentence, therefore, according to this, 
fhould run thus, God will enlarge Fapketh, and 
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But let the fenfe of this expreffion be taken 
either way, it is certain that the prophecy hath 
been moft punctually fulfilled In the former 
fenfe it was fulfilled literally when the Shechi- 
nah, or Divine Prefence, refted on the Ark, and 
dwelt in the tabernacle and temple of the Jews. 
In the latter fenfe ic was fulfilled firft, when the 
Greeks and Romans, who fprung originally from 
Japheth, fubdued and poffeffed Judea and other 
countries of Afia belonging to Shem ; and again 
fpiritually, when they were profelyted to the true 
religion, and thofé who were not Ifraelites by 
birch, became [fraelites by faich. 

This firlt prophecy of Noah’s is certainly a 
moft extraordinary one indeed. Ie was delivered 
near four thoufand years ago; and yet hath been 
fulfilling through the feveral periods of time to 
this day. It is both wonderful and inftructive ; 
and is, as it were; an epitome of the hiftory of 
the World. 


P. II. 


Of the Prophecies concerning Ifbmael, the fon of Abrahan, by his maid 
Hagar. : 


‘HE next great patriarch we meet with in 
the Old Teftament after Noah is the pious 


Abraham, who was favoured with feveral Divine | 


revelations. From him two very extraordinary: 
nations deéfcended, namely, the [fhmaclites and 
the Ifraelites, concerning each of which people 
there are fome prophecies.of the moft extraor- 
dinary nature.—See before, page 21, &c. 
Ifhmael was the fon of Abrakam by his hand 


maid Hagar, who was an Egyptian ; and though’ 


he was not properly the child of promife, yet he 
was diftinguifhed by fome exprefs predictions 
for the comfort and fatisfaction of both his pa- 
rents, wp. i 
When Hagar fled from the face of her miftrefs 
Sarah, who had dealt hardly with her (fee Gen. 
xvi.) the angel of the Lord found her in the 


wildernefs, and faid unto her, Return to rby 


nitflrefs, and fubmit thyfelf under ber bands. And 
ibe angel of the Lord Jaid unto ber, I will gulti+ 
fly thy feed exceedingly, that it feall not be num- 
bered for multitude: And the angel of the Lord 
Jaid unto ber, Bekcld; thon art with child; and 
fealt bear a fon, and foalt call bis name Ifsmael, 
becaufe the Lord bath feen thy-offliftion. And be 
will be a wild man; bis hand will be againft every 
man, and every man’s hand againft him; and be 
foal! dwell in the prefence of all bis brethren. 

In the next ¢hapter God promifés Abraham a 
fon by his wife Satah, whom he fhould call Ifaac; 
but norwithftandinig this he ftill referved a blef- 
fing for Ifhmael: Bebold (faid he) I have dleffed 
him, and will make him fruitful, and «ill multiply 
him exceedingly: twelve princes foall be beget; and 
will make him agreat nation, After this; when 

37 


Hagar and Ifhmael were fent forth into the wil- 
dernefs, God faid unto Abraham, in. alfo of rhe 
fon of the bondwoman will I make a nation, becaufe 
he is thy feed, Gen. xxi. 13. And the fame is 
repeated by Hagar; (ver. 18.) I will make him 


a great nation. 


_ Nowif we attend to the particulars mentioned 
in this prophecy, and trace the courfe of events 
which afterwards took places we fhall find the 
whole ftrictly fulfilled, and chat a part of it is 


‘fulfilling even at this prefent period. 


I will multiply thy feed exceedingly, that it foall 
not be numbered for multitude. And again, Bebold, 
L have bleffed bims and will make bim fruitful, and 
will multiply him exceedingly. From thefe two 
paflages it is manifeftly evident that the prophecy 
does not fo much relate to Ifmmael himf if as it 
does to his deéfcendants; whom it is foretold 
fhall be exceeding numerous; artd this part of 
the prediction was moft amply verified, 

The mother of Ifhmael was an Egyptian, and 
when he grew to years of manhood he married 
a woman of the fanie country.: In the courfe of 
a few years his own children and their defcendants 
became fo numerous, that they formed a confi- 
derable body of peoples arid were particularly 
diftinguifhed for the great traffic they carried on 


in different parts of Egypt. See Gen. xxi. 21. 


‘After this lfhmael’s detcendants were greatly 


multiplied in the Hagarenes, who were probably 
fo called from his mother Hagar: ini the Naba- 
theeans, who were fo denominated from his fon 
Nabaioth: in the Itureans; who were fo called 
from his fon Jetur or Itur; and in the Arabs, 
(efpecially the Scenites and Saracens) who over- 

5 5 ran 
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ran a great part of the world; and his defcend- 
ants the Arabs are at this day a very numerous 
people. j 

Twelve princes foall be beget. This part of the 
prophecy is of a very particular nature indeed 5 
notwithftanding which it was moft ftriétly ful- 
filled. The names of thefe princes are recorded 
by Mofes, (Gen. xxv. 16.) who, after mentioning 
thei, fays, Thefe are the fons of [bmacel, and thefe 
are their names, by their towns, and by their caf- 
tles 3 é 
We are not however to underftand by this ex- 
preffion that they were fo many diftiné fovereign 
princes ; but only the heads of fo many clans or 
tribes. Strabo frequently mentions the Arabian 
pbylarchs (as he denominates them) or rulers of 
tribes ; and Melo, an heathen hiftorian, tells us, 
«“ That Ifhmael had, by his Egyptian wife, 
twelve fons, who departing into Arabia divided. 
the region between them, and were the firft kings 
of the inhabitants; whence (even to our days; 
fays he) the Arabians have had twelve kings of 
the fame names as at the firft.” After the time 
of Melo the Arabs were governed by what was 
then called phylarchs, and lived in tribes; and 
this they {till continue to do, as appears by the 
teltimony of Thevenot, Middleton, and other 
modern travellers. 

And I will meke him a great nation. ‘This part 
of the prophecy is repeated feveral times, and, as 
foon as the regular courfe of nature would ad- 
mit, was fully accomplifhed. ‘The defcendants 
of Ifhmacl, in procefs of time, grew up into a 
great nation ; fuch they continued for feveral 
ages, and, when we confider the prodigious num- 
bers of them that ftill inhabit'the country, they 
may be ftill jultly called @ grea? nation. 

And be wiih he a wild man. Uhmael and his 
pofterity were to be wild, fierce, favage, ranging 
in the deferts, and not eafily foftened to fociety ; 
and whoever has read the accounts given of thefe 

eople by different travellers muft know it to 
be atrue and genuine character. It is faid of 
Ifhmael (Gen. xxi. 20.)that be dwelt in the wild-r- 
aefs, and évcome an archer : and the fame is no 
lefs true of his defcendants than of himfelf. [He 
dwelt tn the wildernels,; and his defcendants ftill 
inhabit the fame wildernefs, and many of them, 
from the beft accounts we have, both antient and 
modern, are total ftrangers to agriculture, net- 
ther fowing or planting, but living entirely by 
plunder and rapine. dud he became an archer ; 
fuch were the Icureans and mighty men of Ke- 
der mentioned by Haiah, chap. xxi. 17. and fuch 
the Arabs have been from the beginning to the 
prefent time. It was very late before they ad- 
mitted’ the ufe of fire arms in their contry, and 
the greater part of them are Rill ftrangers to that 
inftrument of defence; they conftantly practice 


en 


* ‘The learned and celebrated Charles ‘Theodore Middle- 
ton, Efq. (in his New Syitem of Geography lately publithed) 
deferibing the mountains in Arabia, ae ** The.chief moun- 
« tains are thofe of Sinai, Gabel cl Ared, and St. Catha- 
«6 rine, the former of which defervesa particular defcription. 
«* It hath two fummits, and is called by the ‘Arabs, the 
«© mountain of Mofes, becaufe many remarkable things hap- 
** pened here to that prophet. . It was here, they fay, that 
ée the Almighty appeared to him in the burning buth 3 and 
«che fathers fhow a bramble, which they affirm is of the 
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f{kilful archers in the univerfe. 


man’s kand againft, him, | 
_phecy has been,already. explained, as the reader 


‘that is, fhall dwell in tents, as many 
‘ftill do, and are therefore called. Scenites.. 
twelve princes according to their: nations.- 
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the bow and arrow, and ere efteemed the moft 


His band wit be.againft every man, and , epery 
This part of the.pro- 
will find by. referring to the nore in page 22; and 
therefore we now proceed tothe laf: part, namely, 
And he foall dwell in the prefence.. of , pis, brethren ; 
of the Arabs 


If we reflect.on this -part,of she prophecy we 


-fhall, on the firft view, think it very extraordi- 


nary, that bis band fhould be againft every man, and 
every man’s hand againft hin, and yet that he 
fhould be able to dwell in the prefence of all bis 
brethren. But extraordinary as it was this alfo 
hath been fulfilled not only in the perfon of Ifh- 
mdé], but likewife in his defcendants. With 


; reffect to Ithmael himfelf, the facred hiftorian 


tells us, that she years of the itfe. of Ibmael were 
an hundred and thirty and feven years, and be 
died in the prefence of all kis brethren. Gen. 
xxv. 17.18. As for his pofterity, they dwelt 
likewife in the prefence of all their brethren, and 
they {till fubfift a diftiné people, and inhabit the 
country of their progenitors, notwithftanding the 
perpetual enmity between them and the reft of 
mankind. 

It may be fuppofed by fome that the reafon 
why thefe people were never fubdued by any 
other nation is, that the country was never worth 
conquering, and that its barrennefs has ever been 
its prefervation : but this isa miftake, for, by all 
the accounts we have, though the greater part of 
it be fandy and barren defarts, yet here and. there 
are interfperfed beautiful fpots and fruitful val- 
lies. One part of the country was anticnitly 
known and diftinguifhed by the name of Arabia 
the Happy, which appellation it received on ac- 
count of the natural fertility of the.foil, in con- 
traft to the barrennefs of the other parts. ‘The 
whole country of Arabia is, by the oriental wri- 
ters, generally divided into five provinces, the 
chief of which is called Yaman, and is thus de- 
{cribed by the learned Mr. Sale in his preface to 
the Alcoran. **.The province of Yaman (lays 
«* he) has been famous from all antiquity for the 
« wholefomenefs of its climate, its fertilityand 
« riches. The delightfulnefs and plenty of it 
“are owing to its mountains *; | for. all that 
“¢ part which lies along the Red Sea is a dry 
‘«« barren defart, in fome places ten or twelve 
« leagues over, but in return bounded by thofe 
“ mountains, which being well watered, enjoy 
“an almoft continual fpring, and yield great 
“© plenty and variety of fruits, and in particular 
excellent corn, grapes and fpices. The {oil 
“© of the other provinces is much more -barren 
* than that of Yaman, the greater, part being 

“ covered; 


a 
n 


“© fime kind. Here Mofes fikewife fed the flock of his fa: 
‘ ther-inlaw Jethro; andondt: far. off he atruck the rock, 
“ out of which inftantly gudhed warer : the ftooeis ot ated 
“© granite, about fifteen Bee long, ten broad, and: twelve 
s high; the opening does not refemble any thing done by 
“© 3 tool, and is fomewhat likethe mouth: of a earved lion: 
‘© into this aperture the: Arabs .put certain medicjnal herb». 
“s which they afterwards give to their camels, in cafe the} 
« ars difordered, thinking them very falutary for’ any dil- 
ct ea fe? ad « a? 4 * Lo . * 


Crap, Il, 


«¢ covered with dry fands, or rifing into. rocks, 
« interfperfed here and there with fome fruitful 
« fpots, which receive their. greateft advantages 
« from their water and palm-crees.” 

But, however fertile, or however barren and 
defolate this country might be, yet it was certain- 
ly the intereft.of the neighbouring princes and 
{tates, at all hazards, to endeavour to root out 
fuch a peftilent race of robbers. This, indeed, 
(as we have already parutcularly obferved in the 
note page 22) has feveral times been attempted, 
but never accomplifhed. They have, froin firtt 
to lait, maintained their independency, and, not- 
withftanding the moft powertul efforts have been 
made to deftroy them, they {till dwell iz the pre- 
fence of all their brethren, and in the prefence of 
‘all their enemies. . 

If we reflect on the refpective-particulars.c@®- 
tained in this amazing prophecy, and the afto- 
nifhing manner in which each article has been 
fulfilled, we muft eafily perceive that the whole, 
from beginning toend, was guided by the direc- 
tion of Providence. The facred hiftorian tells 
us, that thefe prophecies concerning Ifhmael 
were delivered partly by the angel of the Lord, 
and partly by God himfelf: and indeed who but 
God, or oné raifed and commiffioned by him, 
could defcribe fo particularly the genius and 
manners, not only of a fingle perfon before he 
was born, but of a whole people from the firft 
founder of the race to the prefent time ? It was 
certainly very wonderful, and not to be forefeen 
by human fagacity or prudence, that a man’s 
whole pofterity fhould fo nearly refemble him, 
and retain the fame inclinations, the fame habits, 
and the fame cuftoms throughout all ages. The 
waters of the pureft {pring or fountain are foon 
changed and polluted in their courte; and the 
farther ftill they flow, the more they are incor- 
porated and Joft in other waters. Tlow have the 
modern Italians degencrated from the courage 
and virtues of the old Romans? How are the 
French and Englifh polifhed and refined ftom the 
barbarifm. of the antient Gauls and Britons ? 
In general men and manners change with the 
times: but in all changes and revolutions the A- 
rabs have continued the fame from the begin- 
ning. They ftill remain the fame fierce, favage, 
untractable, untocial people they were at firlt, 


following in every thing their great anceltor, and | 


being entirely different from all other inhabitants 
on the earth. 


The great affinity thar ftill fubfifts between the | 


prefent Arabs, and their progenitor Ifhmael, from 
whom they defcended, will appear evident from 
the following circumitances, Ifthmael was cir- 
cumcifed, and fo are his pofterity to this day; 
and as Ifimael was circumcifed when he was thir- 


nn a Sa Ee ee a 
i“ The Bedoweens (f4ys Mir. Middleton) have no fettled 


lace of abode, but fix at fach Piaces as will fupply them with | 


Water, pafture and fiuits, fubfifting chief n the flefh or 
ee of their herds and cattle. Bn it poning life centers 
a their happinefs, and they Jock upon their more fertled 
ee as abje@ flaves, They fleepin tents or huts, 
Ne they pitch in the evening in any {pot prefcribed either 
- oo or convenience. Thefe moveable habitations which 
log : led illymas, from the thade they afford, are of an ob- 
we orm, and differ in Sze accarding to the namber of the. 
Pie who eccupy them ; they are covered with the kin of 


Of rhe Prorpuecies concerning ISHMAEL, 2he fon of ABRAHAM. 
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teen years of age, fo (according to Jofephus) 
were the Arabs at the fame time. [fhmael- was 
born of Hagar, who was a concubine; and the 
Arabs ftill indulge themfelves in the ufe of mer- 
cenary wives and concubines. He lived in tents 
in the wildernefs, fhifting from place to place; 
and fo do his defcendants, particularly thofe here- 
tofore called Scenites, and thofe now called Be- 
doweens +. He was an archer in the wildernefs; 
arid fo are they. Heé was to be the father of 
twelve princes, or heads of tribes; and they live 
in clans or tribes to this day. He was a wild 
man, his hand againft every man, and every 
man’s hand againft him; and they ftil} live in 
the fame ftate of war, their hand again{ft every 
man, and every man’s hand again{t them. 

When we reflect on thefe ftrange circumftances, 
how wonderful does it appear to us that the fame 
people fhould retain the fame difpofition for fo 
many ages; but ftill how much more wonderful 
is it that, with this difpofition, and this enmity 
againft the whole world, they fhould ftill fubfift 
an independent and free people. It cannat be 
pretended that no attempts were ever made to 
fubdue them, for the greateft conquerors in the 
world have almoft all, in their turns, attempted 
it, and fome have been very near effecting it. 
Neither can it be pretended that rhe drynets or 
inacceffiblenefs of their country hath becn their 
prefervation ; for their country hath been often 
penetrated, but could never be entirely fubdued. 
Large armies have found the means of fubfiftence 
in their country: none of their powertul inva- 
ders ever defifted on this account; and therefore, 
the reafon of their having withftood every effort 
to conquer them muft be imputed to fome other 
caufe. This was certainly no lefs than the Di- 
vine interpofition, and which will evidently ap- 
pear if we attend to the following very fingular 
circuniftances. 

Alexander was preparing an expedition again{t 
them when an inflammatory fever cut him offin 
the fower of his age. Pompey was in the ca- 
reer of his conqueit, when urgent affairs called 
him elfewhere. QElius Gallus had penetrated 
far into the country, when a fatal difeafe de- 
ftroyed great numbers of his men, and obliged 
him to return, Trajan befieged their capital 
city, but was defeated by thunder and lightning, 
whirlwinds and other prodigies, and that-as often 
as he renewed his affaults. Severus befieged the 
fame city twice, and was twice repulfed from 
before it; and the hiftorian Dion (a man of 
rank and character, though an heathen) plainly 
afcribes the defeat of thele two emperors to the 
interpofition of a Divine power. 

Indeed, if we confider the whole matter in 
its proper light, we cannot fail being of the fame 
Opinion 





beats, and fupported, fome by one pillar, fome by two, and 
others by three, whilft a fort of curtain or carpet, made of 
fkins, divides the tent into feperate aparrments. The pillars 
are ftrait poles eight or ten feet high, and four or five inches 
thick, ferving not only to fupport the tent, but being full of 
hooks, they hang upon them their cloaths, bafkets, faddles, 
When the people retire to fleep, they lay themfelves 
down upon a mat or carpet placed ejpher in the centeror a 
corner of the tent; and fach as are married have a corner. of 
the.tent divided off by a cuttain.” 
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opinion with this heathen hiftorian ; for, without 
a Divine interpofition, how could a fingle nation 
ftand out againft the enmity of the whole world 
for any length of time, and much more for near. 
four thoufand years together ? The great empires 
round them have all in their turns, fallen to ru- 
in, while they have continued the fame from the 
beginning, and are likely to continue the fame 
to the end. 

The Arabs are the only people, except the 
Jews, who have fubfifted as a diftinct people 
from the beginning; and in fome refpects they 
very much refemble each other, as will appear 
by the following comparifons : 


1. The Arabs, as well as Jews, are defcended 
from Abraham, and both boaft of their defcent 
from that father of the faithful. 

2. The Arabs, as weil as the Jews, are circum- 
cifed, and both profefs to have detived that cere- 
mony from Abraham. 

3. The Arabs, as well as the Jews, had origi- 
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nally twelve heads of tribes, who were their 
princes or governors. 

4 The Arabs; as well as the Jews, marry 
among themfelves and in their own tribes. And 

5. The Arabs, as well as the Jews, are fingu- 
lar in feveral of their cuftoms, and are ftanding 
monuments, to all ages, of the exactnefs of the 
Divine predictions, and of the veracity of Scrip. 
ture Hiftory. 

We have only one obfervation more to make 
on the fulfilment of the very fingular particulars 
contained in the prophecy relative to Abraham and 
Ifhmael ; and that 1s, that they are fo incontro- 
vertible as to defeat every attempt that can be 
made to place them in a fallacious light. We 
know the predictions delivered to Ifhmael to be 
daly verified in his defcendants, and therefore 
haye, as ic were, occular demonftration for our 
faith ; which is proving, by plain matter of fad, 
that the Moft High ruleth in the kingdoms of men, 
and that his truth, as well as his mercy, exdureth 
for ever. 


If. 


Of the Prophecies concerning Jacos and Esau. 


clofe unto Abraham the ftate and condition 
his pofterity by Ifhmael, who was the fon of 
the bond-woman, he was likewife pleafed to 
predict fome things of a much more important 
nature concerning the pofterity of Ifaac, who 
was the fon of his wife Sarah. This fon was 
properly the child of promife, and the prophecies 
relating to him and his family are much more nu- 
merous than thofe retating to Ifhmael and his 
deicendants. 

Some time before the birth of Ifhmae}l, the 
Almighty was pleafed to make this promife to 
Abraham, Jn thee fhall all families of the earth 
Le bleffed, Green, xii. 3. But after the birth of 
Ifhmael by Hagar, and Ifaac by Sarah, the pro- 
mife was limited to aac; for in Ifaac fhall thy 
feed be called, Gen, xxi. 12. And accordingly 
to Hfaac was the promife repeated, In thy feed 
Jfball all the nations of the carth be bleffed; which 
plainly intimated, that the Saviour of the world 
‘was not to come from the family of Iflrmae}, but 
that of Ifaac. 

The Almighty had been pleafed to promife the 
Jand of Canaan to Abraham and his defcendants 
four hundred years before they obtained poffef- 


Tix Almighty having been pleafed to dif- 
0 


fion of it, and it was afterwards promifed to his 
Scjourn in this land (fays the Lord | 


fon Ifaac : 
unto Hfaac) and I will be with thee, and will 
blefs thee: for unto thee and unto thy feed I will 
give all thefe countries, and I will perform the 
oath which I fware unto Abrabam thy father. 
This promife was ftriétly fulfilled foon after 
the death of Mofes (which happened in the year 


feffion of the land of Canaan through the afiit. 
ance and protection of Jofhua, who fucceeded 
Mofes in the government of the people. See 
before page 107, &c. In purfuance of thefe 
prophecies they remained in poffeffion for feveral 
ages; and afterwards, when for their fins and in- 
iquities they were to be removed from it, their 
removal alfo was foretold, both the carrying away 
of the ten tribes and the captivity of the two 
remaining tribes for feventy years, as likewife 
their firtal captivity and difperfion into. all nations, 
till, in the fullnefs of time, they fhall be again 
reftored to the land of their inheritance. 

Abraham received a promife from God that 
his pofterity fhould be multiplied exceedingly 
above that of others. J cwill make of thee a great 
nation; and in blefing I will blefs thee, and in 
multiplying I will multiply thy feed as the flari 
of heaven, and as the fand which is-upon the fea- 
foore. See Gen, xii. 2. xxii, 17. The like 
promife was alfo continued to Ifaac, J will mate 
thy Jeed to multiply as the flars of beaven, Gen. 
“HNXVIL 4. : 

Not to mention the great increafe of the other 
pofterity of Abraham and Ifaac, how foon did 
their defcendants by Jacob grow up to a mighty 
nation, and how numerous were they formerly 
in the land of Canaan? How numerous wert 
they likewife (according to the .accounts we 
have from Philo and Jofephus) in various other 
parts of the world? And after innumerabie 
maffacres and perfecutions which they have ut 
dergone, how numerous are they {till in thelr . 
prefent difperfion among all nations? Mr. Ba- 


of the world 1447) when the Ifraelites got pof- |} nage (who has written an hiftory of the Jens 
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gs a fupplement and continuation of the hiltory 
of Jofephus) fays, ‘* It is impoffible to fix 
© the number of perfons this nation is ¢ompo- 
« fed of. But.yect we have peafon to believe; 
« there are. ftill near three milliohs of people; 
«© who profefs‘the Jewifh religion, and, as their 
« phrafe. iss are witneffes of the unity of God in 
« all the nations of the world:” : 

Ifaac had two fons, the one. named Jacob; 
and the other Efau. The defcendants of thefe 
fons did not incorporate themfelves together as 
one people, -bat feparated into two different na- 
tions; and therefore as it had been before fpeci- 
fied which of: the two; Ifhmael or Ifaac, was to 
be heir of the ptomifes made to Abraham, fo 
there was a neceffity now for the fame diftinction 
to be made'between Hfau and Jacob. | 

This was actordingly done, and that in the 
moft ample and clear manner. When Rebecca, 
their mother, had conceived, the children ftruggled 
sogether within ber, Gen. xxv. 22. and fhe re- 
ceived the following Divine revelation: Two 
nations are tn thy wemb, and two manner of people 
foall be feparated from thy bowels, and the one peo~ 
ple foall be ftronger than the other people, ana the 
elder foall forve the younger, Gen, xxv. 23. 

The fame Divine fpirit influenced and directed 
their father to give his final benediction to the 
like purpofe : for thus did he blefs Jacob : God 
give thee of the dew of beaven and the fatnefs of 
the earth, and plenty of cornand wine. Let peo- 
gle ferve thee, end nations bow down to thee; ‘be 
lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother’s fons 
bow down to thee: curfed be every one that cur- 
feth thee, and bleffed be be that bleffeth thee. Gen. 
xxvii. 28, 29. And thus did he blefs Kfau: Re~ 


hold, thy dwelling foall be the fatnefs of ibe earth, } 


and of the dew of heaven from above. And by 


iby fword fhalt thou live, and thalt firve thy bro- | 


ther; and it foall come to pafs when thou foalt 
have the dominion, that thou fhait break h:s yoke 
from cff thy neck. tte : 

But for greater clearnefs and certainty a more 
exprefs revelation was afterwards made to Jacob; 
and the land of Canaan, a numerous progeny, 


and the bleffing of all nations, were promifed to } 
Lam the Lord God of Abra- } 


him in particular. 
ham thy father, and ibe Ged of Ifracl: the land 
w'ercon thou lief, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
feed. And thy feed foall be as the duft of the 
earth; and thou fhalt fpread abroad to the weft, 
and to the eaft, and to the north, and to the fouth; 
and in thee, and in thy feed, foall the families of 
ibe earth be bleffed. - Gen. xxviii. 13. 14. 

This prophecy, as well as thofe before menti- 
oned, was not to be verified in the perfons of E- 
fau and Jacob, but in thofe of their pofterity. 
Jacob was fo far from bearing rule over Efau, 
that he was forced to fly his country for fear of 
him. He continued abroad fevetal years, and 


fupplicatory meffage to his brother Efau, re- 


Quelting shat be might find grace in bis fght. | 


When he heard of Efau’s coming to meet him 
with four hundred men, he was greatly afraid and 
ditrejed, and cried unto the Lord, Deliver me, 1 
bray thee, from the baad of my brother, from the 
band of Hjax. Gen. xxxii. 11. He fent a mage 
Mficent prefent before him to appeafe his bro- 
ther, calling him his Jord and himfelf his fervent. 
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When hie met him, he bowed bimfelf to the ground 
Jeven times, until be came near to bis brother. 
And afcer he had found a gracious reception, he 
made this acknowledgment : 1 have feen thy face 
as though I bad feen the face of God, and thow 
waft pleafed with me. 

At this time Jacob bad no temporal fuperio- 
rity over his brother Efau; and therefore we 
mult look for the completion of the prophecy 
among their defcendarits. The prophecy itfelf 
mentions plainly ‘wo nations, and two manner of 
people, and comprehetids thefe feveral particulars; 
that the families of Efau and Jacob fhould grow 
up into two different people and nations; that 
the family of the elder fhould be fubjeé&t to that 
of the younger; that in fituation and othef tem- 
poral advantages they fhould be much alike ; that 
the elder branch fhould delight more in war and 
violence, but yet fhould be fubdued by the 
younger; that however there fhould be a time 
when the elder fhould have dominion, and fhake 
off the yoke of the younger; but in all fpiritual 
gifts and graces the younger fhould be greatly 
fuperior, and be the happy inftrument of con- 
veying the bleffing to all nations. 

By the firft part of the prophecy; Two nations 
are in thy womb, &c. we find that they (that is, 
their pofterity) were not only to grow up into 
two nations, but into two very different nations. 
And have not the Edomites (who were defcended 
from Efau) and the Ifraelites, (who were defcend- 
ed from Jacob) been all along two very different_ 
people in their manners, cuftoms and religions, 
which made them to be perpetually at variance 
with cach other? 

And the childrin firuggled together within ber. 
This was a token of their furure difagreement, 
and was fully evinced when they gréw up to a 
ftate of manhood by their different difpofitions 
and inclinations. Efau was a cunning bunter, and 
delighted in the fports of the field ; but Jacob 
was more mild and gentle, dwelling in tents, and 
minding his fheep and cattle. Efau flighted his 
birth-right and thofe facred privileges of which 
Jacob was defirous, and is therefore called the 
profane Efau, (eb. xii. 16 ) but Jacob was a 
man of better faith and religion. ‘The like di- 
verfity ran throvigh their pofterity. The de- 
fcendants of Jacob were ftrict obfervers of the 
Jewith religion; but thofe of Efau, (whatever 
they were at firft) became, in procefs of time, 
the groffeft idojaters. From thefe religious dif- 
ferences, and on other accounts, there was a 
continual prudge and enmity between the two 
nations, The king of Edom would, not fuffer 
the Ifraelices, in their return oyt of Egypt, fo 
much as to paf$ ‘through his tefritéries (See be-. 


| fore p. 96.) and the hiftory of the Edomiites after 


is little more than the hiftory of the wa¥s between 


} them and the Jews. 
when he returned he‘fent a fervant before with a | 


And the one people foall be fronger than the other 
people, and the elder foall ferve the younger. The 
family of Efau was the elder, and for fome time 
the greater and more powerful of the two, there 
having been dukes and kings in Edom, defore 
there reigned any king over the children of Ifrael. 
Gen. xxxvi. 31.° But David and his captains 


‘made an entire conqueft of ‘the Edomites, lew 


feveral thoufands, compelled the reft to become 
his tributaries and fervants, and planted garri- 
5 T fons 
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fons among them to fecure their obedience. See ' 


2 Sam. vill. 14 


_. After the Edomites were reduced to fubjee- : 
tion by David and his captains, they continued » 


in a ftate of fervitude for about an hundred and 
fifty years, and, inftead of having a king of 


their own, were governed by viceroys or depu- 


ties appointed by the kings of Judah. In the 
days of Jehoram, the fon of Jchofhaphat, they 
revolted, recovered their liberties, ad made a 
king over themfelves, 2 Kings viii. 20. But after 
this they were again reduced by feveral af the 
princes of Judah at different periods, and moft 
of their principal places deftroyed. Judas Mac- 
cabeus, attacked and defeated than feveral 
times, killing no Iefs than twenty thoufand at 
one time, and upwards of the hike number at 
another. He likewile took their chief city He- 
bron, and deftroyed all the towers and fortreffes 
about it. At length Ilyrcanus, the nephew of 
Judas Maccabeus, took what few cities they had 
left, and reduced them to the neceffity of either 
embracing the Jevith religion, or of leaving 
their country and fecking new habitations elfe- 
where. Vhey thought proper to chufe the 
former, in confequence of which they fubmitted 
themfelves to be circumcifed, becaine profelytes 
to the Jewifh religion, and were ever after in- 
corporated with thofe very people whom they 
had before confidered as their enemies, and with 
whom they were perpetually at variance, 

In one part of this remarkable prophecy it is 
predicted that, in point of fituation, and other 
temporal advantages, Ifau and Jacob fhould be 
much alike. It was faid to Jacob, Ged give thee 
of the dew of heaven, and of the fatnefs cf the 
earth, end plenty of corn and wine.. And much 
the fame was [aid to Efau, Bebold, thy dwelling 
foall be of the fatiefs of the earth, ond of the dew 
of heaven fro abcve. The fpiritual bleffing, or 


the promife of the bleffed feed, could be given. 


only to one ; but temporal good things might 
be given to both. “Jacob’s fituation: was ina 
very fertile and pleafant country ; nor was that 
of Efau’s lefs fo. 
country, was at firftin the poffeffion of the Edo- 
mites; atter which they extended themfelves 
farther into Arabia, as alfo into the fouthern 
parts of Judea. But in whatever part they were 
fituated we find thar the Edomites, in temporal 
advantages, were little inferior to the Hraelites, 
having caule, and beatts, and fubftance in abun- 
dance. Atthe time that the Ifraelites were on 
their return from Egyptian bondage, the country 
in which the Edomites then lived abounded with, 
the moft fruitful fields and vineyards, as eyi- 
dently appears from the manner of the requeft 
then made by the Ifraelites for permiffion to pafs 
through thofe territories. 
thee thi cugh thy country ; we will not pas through 


the fields, or through the vineyards, neitker will \\ 


we drink of the water of the wells. 


Tt was predicted, in another part of the pro- |} 
} veying the biefiing, to all nations. 
‘in thy feed foall all the families of the\ earth le 


phecy, that Efau fhould delight more in war and 


violence than his brother, but that he fhould be 


fubdued by Jacob. And by thy fword foalt theu 
live, and fhait ferve thy brother. Efau himfelf 
might be faid to live much by the fword, for he 
was a.cunning kunter, aman of the field. We and 
his pofterity obtained poffeffion of Mount Scir 
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Mount Seir and the adjacent |} 


Let us pofs I pray | 


|" (eth shee. ~The’ fame’ promife was made to Abra 


Boon: 2, 
by force and violence, by déftroying. and. expel. 


ling, from thence the Horites, who were the'for 


mer inhabitants; By. whac..means -they: fpread 
themfelves farther into Arabia we are} not.inz 
formed ; but it appears. that, upon a fedition 
among them, which. oceafiontd a feparating, 
the greater part feized upon the fouth-weit parts 
of Judea during tte Babylonifh captivity, ang 
afterwards made that their fixed: place -of. ke. 
fidence. bo to yes, BER thy, ee Pe 

Both before: and.after this. the Edomites wore 
almoft continually: at!war- with :the . Jews, and 
upon every occafion were ready to join with their 
enemies. - Even long after they were fubdued 
the Jews, they ftill retained the fame tiolent fp}. 
rit, as appears by che character thus given.of them 
by Jofephus, ‘ They were (fays he).a turby. 
‘lent and diforderly nation,: always ready for 
«* commotions and rejoicing in. changes; atthe 
* leaft requeft of thofe who befought .them.be. 
‘© ginning war, and haftening to battles as ir 
“* were to a feaft.” This character: given them 
by Jofephus appears very juft, for, a litte before 
the laft fiege of Jerufalem, they went, at the 
entreaty of the zealots, to affitt them againft the 
priefts and people, and there, together with the 
zealots, coniunitted the mofi unheard-of cruelties, 
and barbaroufly murdered Ananus the high- 
pricft. OP ey SU Mtoe ea tw 

There was, however, to be a time when the 
elder fhould have the dominion, and fhake off 
the yoke of the younger. dud tt fhall come to 
pafs when thou. fhalt have dominion, that «thou 
foclt break his yoke fram off thy neck, Xt is not 


> Pie 


|} here faid or meant that the .Edomites: thould 


have dominion over, the feed of Jacob, . but fim- 
ply have dominion, as they had when they:ap- 
pointed a king of theirown. The whole of this 
fentence is, inthe Jerufalem Targum, thus pa- 
raphrafed : “ And it fhall be when the fons of 
“© Jacob attend to, the law, and obferve the pre- 


| * cepts, they fhall impofe the yoke of. fervitude 


upon thy neck; but'when they fhall turn away 
themfelves from ftudying the law, and: neglect 
«© the precepts, behold then thou fhalt thake off 
« the yoke of fervitude from thy neck.” - 

It was David who impofed the yoke on the 
Edomites, (at which time the Jewifh people 
ftridly obferved the law) and it was very gal- 
ling from the firft. ‘Towards the latter .end of 
Solomon’s reign, Hadad the Edomite of the 
blood royal, who had been carried into Egyptin 
his childhood, returned into his awn country, 
and railed fome difturbances, but was, not able 
to recover his throne, his. fubjects being over- 
awed by the garrifons which David had - placed 
among them; and in the reigns of: the fucceed- 
ing princes of Judea, they were totally fub-. 
dued. . snd . 

We come now to the laft part of the prophe- 
cy, which predicts that in all fpiricual: gifts :and 
graces the younger fhould be greatly fuperior 00 
the elder, and be the happy inftrumenc of ‘con 
Yn thee sand. 


© 


An 


blefed: and hitherto are to be referred in their 
full force thofe expreffions, Let people ferve tht 
and netions bow down uta thee; .Curfed be. evel. 
one, that curfeth-thee,,and bléffed be be that titf- 


ham 


Case. IV. 
in the name-of God, “Fwlh ble/s them that 
nae thee, and-curfe. bim that. curferh. thee: Gen. 
xii. 3, and it-is here repeaped tp Jocobvond chys 
parapbrafed. in the Jerufalem. ‘Fargum, . “. He 
« who curfeth thee fhall be curied, as Balaam 
« the fon of Beor; and he. who bleffeth thee 
« fhal]. be bleffed, as Mofes the prophet, the 
« Jawgiver of Ifrael.” - 

It evidently appears that Jacob was a man of 
more religion, and believed the Divine promifes 
more than Efau. The pofteriry of Jacob like- 
wife preferved the true religion and the worthip 
of one God, while the Edomites were funk into 
idolatry. Of the feed of Jacob was to be born 
the Saviour of the world. This was the pecu- 
liar privilege and advantage of Jacob, to be the 
happy initrument of conveying thefe fpiritual 
bledings to all nations. This was his greateft 
fuperiority over Efau ; and in this fenfe St. Paul 
underftands and applies the prophecy, she elder 
foall ferve the younger, Rom. ix. 12. 

In tracing this prophecy, as we have done, 
from the beginning, the whole of it appears to 
have been mott ftrictly fulfilled. We find that 
the nation of the Edomites were feveral times 


conquered by, and made tributary to, the Jews, | 
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.is the name or. the. nation at th 
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‘Rut never the nation of abe Jews.tg, the 1S omites 5 


and, the Jews, have been ithe more confiderable 


! peeple, «or known, in athe -world,. apd more. 


amous in hiltory,.. W, Rate ‘indeed, very little 
more of the hiltory of the Edomites than what. 
is connected with that of ‘the’ Jews: ‘and where 
s tite? They, 
partly among the 


were {wallowed up and loft, 
Nabathzan Arabs, ‘and partly among the Jews; 
and, about a century after the-birth of Chrift, 
abe very mame of them was abolifhed aid dif- 
ufed. Sate , 
Such was the fate of the Edomites for infulr- 
ing and oppreffing their brethren the Ifraelites, 
and hereby were fulfilled the prophecies of the 
other infpired men. See Jeremiah xlix. 7, 8c. 
Ezekiel xxv. 12, &c. Joel iii. 19. Amos i. ITs 
&c. and laftly, the prophet Obadiah. At this 
very time we ite the Jews fubfifting as a diftin@ 
people, while the Edomites are no more; and: 
thus is amply fulfilled the words of the latter 
prophet: For thy violence againft thy brother Ja- 
cob, foame fhall covir thee, and tkou fealt be cut 
of for ever, And again, there foall act be any. 
remaining of the houje of Kfau, for the Lord bath 
Spoken it. See Obadiah, ver. 10 and 18, 
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IV. 


Of the Prophecies of Jacos concerning his pofterity, but particularly bis fin 
Jupan. 


I‘ the bleffing beftowed on Jacob we have 
two promifes, the one temporal, and the 
other fpiritual, The firft was the promife of 
the land of Canaan, andthe fecond the promife 
of the feed in which all the nations of the earth 
fhould be bleffed. Thefe promifes were firft 
made to Abraham, then repeated to Maac, and 
afterwards confirmed to Jacob, who, a fhort 
time before his death, bequeathed them to his 
children. 

The temporal bleffing or inheritance of the 
land of Canaan might be fhared and divided 
among all his fons, but the bleffed feed could de- 
{cend only from one. Accordingly, Jacob affigned 
toeach a portion of the promifed land,. but li- 
mited the defcent of the bleffed feed to the tribe 
of Judah, and at the fame time fketched out the 
tharaéters and fortunes of the different tribes 
into which the people were to be divided.—See 
before, ps7: Bk 

As Jofeph was the favourite fon of Jacob, he 
adopted his two fons Manaffeh and Ephraim for. 
hisown, but foretold that the younger fhould 

¢ the greater of the two. This prediction was 
fulfilled in a very ample manner, for the tribe of 
phraim grew to be fo numerous and powerful, 
that i: was fometimes put for all the ten tribes of 
Tae], 
Of 


: Reuben, the elder fon of Jacob, it is 
faid, 


Unftable as water, thou fbalt not excel, Gen. 


xlix. 4. And what is recorded great or excel- 
lent of the tribe of Reuben? In number and 
power they were inferior to feveral other tribes. 
Of Simeon and Levi it is faid, J will divid: 
them in Facob, and featter them in Ifrael. And 
was not this eminently fulfilled in the tribe of 
Levi, who had no portion or inheritance of their 
own, but were difperfed among the other tribes ? 
Neither had the tribe of Simeon any inheritance 
properly of their own, but only a portion in the 
midft of the tribes of Judah, from whence fe- 
veral of them afterwards went in fearch of new 
habitations, and were thereby divided from the 
reftof their brethren. 
Of Zebulun it is faid, He fhall dwell at th: 
haven of the fea, and foall be for an baven of 
Jeips. And accordingly the tribe of Zebulun 
extended from the Sea of Galilee to the Medi- 
terranean, where they had commodious havens 
for fhipping. And how could Jacob have fore- 
told the fituation of any tribe, which was deter- 
mined two hundred years after by cafting of lots, 
unlefs he had been directed by that Divine Spi - 


“rit, who difpofeth of all events ? 


Of Benjamin it is faid, He fhallraven as a wolf $ 
and was not that a fierce and warlike tribe, as 
appears in feveral inftances, and particularly in 
the cafe of the Levite’s wife, when they alone 
waged war again{t all the other tribes, and over- 
came them in two battles, See Judges xx. ; 

n 
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’ {hn ike manther Jacob tharatterifés afl thé 
other tribes, and ‘foretéls their temporal condi- 
tion, and that of Judah as well as the reft: “Bue. 
to Judah he particylarly bequeaths the {piritual 
bleffing, and delivers i¢ in much the fame form 
of words as it ‘was délivered to him. Ifaac had 
faid to Jacob, Let people ferve thee, and nations 
bow down ta thee: be lord over thy brethren, and 
ez thy metker’s fons bow down to thee, Gen. xxvil. 
29. And here Jacob faith to Judah, Thou art 
he whom thy bréibren fall praife , thy band frall 
be in the neck of thine enemtes ; thy father’s chil- 
aren fha'l bew dcwn before thee. And for greater 


certainty it is added, The fcepter fhail mot depart | 


from Judab, nor a lawgiver from between bis feet 
until Shilob cenie, and unto him feall the gather- 
ing of the people be. 

The explanation of the greater part of this 
prophecy hath been already related, as well as 
the fulfilment of it, in a former part of our 
Work, as the Reader will fee by referring to the 
note in page 57. It only remains, therefore, that 
we here take notice of fuch parts of it as are not 
there fully explained, And firft, with refpect to 
the expreftion. 

Unsil Shiloh come. This evidently means, (as 
#s agreed by almoft all interpreters, both antient 
and modern) til} the coming of the Meffiah. 
And however fome may explain the word, and 
whatever refource they may have for its expla- 
nation to the centrary, the Meffiah is incontef- 
tibly the perfon intended. The Vulgar Latin 
tranflates it, He who ts to be fent; and to favour 
this verfion the following paffage in St. John’s 
Gofpel is ufually cited, Go wajh in the pool of Si- 
loam which ts by interpretction fent: And who 


was ever fent with fuch power and authority from | 


God as the Meffiah, who frequently fpeaketh of 
himfelf in the Gofpel under the denomination of 
him whom tke Father hath fent. The Seventy 
tranflate it, the things referved for him, or, ac- 
cording to other copies, be for whom it is referved. 
And what was the great treafure referved for Ju- 
dah, or who was the perfon for whom all things 
were referved, but the Meffiah? Inthe Sama- 
ritan text and verfion it is tranflated the peace- 
maker. And to whom ean this, or any the like 
title, be fo juftly applied as to the Meffiah, who 
is emphatically ftiled the prince of peace, Waiah 
ix. 6, and at whofe birch was fung that heavenly 
anthem, Glory to God in the bigheft, and cn carth 
peace, gocd wil towards men. Lake ii. 14. 

Thefe are che principal interpretations of the 
Hebrew word Shiloh; and from the whole there 
cannot be the leaft doubt but that, by the coming 
of Shilob was meant the coming of the Meffiak. 

And unto bim fhall the gathering of the people be. 
tf we underftand this of Judah, that the other 
tribes fhould be gathered to that, it was in fome 
meafure fulfilled by the people going up fo fre- 
quently as they did to Jerufalem, which was in 
the tribe of Judah, in order to obtain juftice in 
difficult cafes, and to worfhip God in his holy 
temple. 

Upon the divifion of the kingdoms of Hrael 
and Judah, the tribe of Benjamin, and the 
priefts and Levites, and feveral out of all the 
other tribes, went over to Judah, and were fo 
blended and incorporated together, that they are 
more than once fpoken of as one tribe. And it 


Tuf HISTORY of saz HOLY BIBLE, 


Boos ¥; 
‘is exptefsly faid (1 Kings xii. 20.) 2bepe was gigs 
that followed he boat & David, a Ne. isbucop 
 Sudaebonly, alt the ret were fwallowed Wp in thee 
tribe, and confidered 23 parts and shetnblere of 
the fame. ; , 
¥n like manner, when the Ifraclites were ear. 
ried away captive into Affyria, it is fald, sherp 
was none left but the tribe of Judah onbys ext 
yet we know that the tribe of Benjaniity, and 
many of the other tribes, then remained, but 
they are reckoned as one and the fame tribe with 
Judah. Nay, at that very time there was arem. 
nant of Hrael that efcaped from the Adfyrians 
and went and adhered to Judah ; for we-find af. 
terwards that in the reign of Jofiah there wete 
fore of Manaffth and Ephraim and of the tem- 
nant of Ifrael, who conrribured money towards 
repairing the temple, as well as Judah and Ben- 
jamin, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 9. and at the folemn ce- 
lebration of the pafiover fome cf Iraei were pre. 
Sent as well as ail ‘judub and the inhabitants of Fe 
rufalem. When the people returned from the 
Babylonifh captivity, then again feveral of the 
tribes of Ifrael affociated themfelves, and returned 
with Judah and Benjamin. In hort, at fo many 
different times, and upon fuch different occafions, 
were the other tribes gathered to that of Judah, 
that the latter became the general name of the 
whole nation; and after the Babylonith captivity, 
they were no longer called thé people of Lfraul; 
but the Yews, or pecple of Judah. 

Again, if we underftand this of Shiloh, or 
the Meffiah, that the people, or Gentiles, fhould 
be gathered to his obedience, it is no more than 
what is foretold in many other prophecies of 
{cripture ; and it began to be fulfilled in Corne- 
ius the centurion, whofe converfion (A& x.) 


was, as we may fay, the firft fruits of the Gen- | 


tiles, and the harveft afterwards was exceeding 
plenteous. Ina few years the gofpel was diffe- 


minated, and took root downward, and bare fruit 


upward, in the moft confiderable parts of the 
then known world: and in Conftantine’s time, | 
it might with great propriety be faid, tbe king. 
doms of this world are become the kingdoms of our | 
Lord, and be fail reign for ever and ever. Rev. 
x1. 














ce 
If we join thefe laft obfervations with the words 
preceding until Shiloh come, we fhall find two 
events fpecified as fore-runners of the {cepter de- 
parting from Judah, namely, the coming of the 
Meffiah, and the gathering of the Gentiles to 
him; and thefe together point out, with grea 
exactnefs, the precife time of the fcepter’s de- 
parture. ; 
Now it is certain that before the final de- 
ftruétion of Jerufalem, and the diffolution of the 
Jewifh commonwealth by the Romans, the Me- 
fiah was not only come, but great numbers of 
the Gentiles were converted to him. The very 
fame thing was predi&ted by Our Saviour hi- 
felf, Matt. xxiv. 14. This gofpel of the king: 
dom fhall be preached in all the world, fer.a ay 
unto all nations. and then foall the end come, tt 
deftruction of Jerufalem, and the énd of mt 
Jewith conftitution.. The Jews were notto 
cut off till the Gentiles were grafted. into tht 
church ; and, in fact, we find that the pots 
| and their companions ‘preached the gofps inal 
3 the then known parts of the world. af 
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found (as St. Paul expreffes it) went into, all the 
earth, and totir words unto the ends of the worlds 
Rom. x. 18. And ther the end camey then was 
an end put to the Jewifh pelity both in church 
and ftate. The government of the tribe of Ju- 
dah had iubfifted ‘in fome form or other from the 
death of Jacob to the laft deftru€tion of Jeru- 
falem; but then it was utterly broken and 
ruined ; then the fcepter departed, and hath 
been departed from that time to the prefent. — 

It may not be improper here to add a juft 
obfervation made on the fubjeét by that learned 
prelate bifhop Sherlock. ‘* As the tribe of Ben- 
jamin (fays he) annexed itfelf to the tribe of 
Judah as its head, fo it ran the fame fortune with 
it; they went together into captivity, they re- 
turned home together, and were both in being 
when Shiloh came. This alfo was foretold by 
Jacob, Beajamin (hall raven as awolf, in the 
jaorning be foall devour the prey, end at night he 
hall divide the fpoil, The morning and night 
here can be nothing elfe but the morning and 
night of the Jewith ftate; for this ftate is the 
fubject of all Jacob’s prophecy from one end to 
the other; and confequently it is here foretold 
of Benjamin, that he fhould continue to the 
very laft times of the Jewih ftate. This in- 
terpretation is confirmed by Motles’s prophecy, 
for the prophecy of Mofes is in truth an expo- 
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MONG the different prophecies tranfmitted 

to pofterity by the great legiflator Mofes, 

who was not only a valuable wricer, but a moft 

diftinguifhed prophet, the moft memorable is, 

that of another prophet to be raifed like unto 
himfelf. 

At the time of this prediétion Mofes was about 
to leave his people, and therefore, to give them 
fone comfort, he promifes them another pro- 
phet. Tée Lord thy God (fayshe) will raife up. 
unio thee a prephet from the midft cf thee, of thy 
brethren, like unto me; unto him fhall ye hearken. 
Deut. xviii. 1g. The fame is repeated in the 
name of God, J will raife them up a prophet 
from among their brethren, like unto thee, and 
twill put my words in bis mouth, and be feall 
feck unto them all that I foull command. him, 
ver. 18, tis likewife farther added, in the next 
verle, And it fball come to pafs that whofoever 
till not bearken unto my words which be fall 
Ipeak in my name, I will require it of you. 

_tn order to explain the meaning of this ama- 
“Ng prophecy, as well as to point out the full 
and ample completion of it, it is neceffary to 
confider three things. | 

Firft, who the prophet was that is here parti- 
cularly meant, a 
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fition of Jacob’s: Renjamin, faith Mofes; ball 
dwell in fafety; the Lord fhall cover him all the 
day long. Weut. xxxiiis 12. What is this a// 
the day long? The fame certainly as the merx- 
ing and night: Docs not, therefore, this import 
a promife of a longer continuance to Benjainin 
than to the other tribes? And was it not moft 
exactly fulfilled >” | 

All we have farther to fay relative to this pro- 
phecy is, that the completion of it (which has 
been clearly demonftrated) furnifhes us with an 
invincible argument, not only that the Mefliah 
has come, but that Our Bleffed Redeemer is the 
very perfon. The fcepter was not to depart 
from Judah until the Mefiiah fhould come; but 
the fcepter hath long been departed, and confe- 
quently the Meffiah hath been long come. The 
{cepter departed at the final deftruction of Je- 
rufalem, and hath been departed now more thar 
feventeen centuries, and confequently the Mef- 
fiah came a little before that period; fo thar 
prejudice itfelf cannot long make any doubt con- 
cerning the reality of the perion. Every man, 
therefore, of ferious reflection muft fay as Si- 
mon Peter faid to Jcfus, Lord, to whem foall 
we go? thou haft the words cf eternal life. And 
we beeve aud are fure that thou art the Chiifty 
the fou of the living God. John vi. 68, 69. 
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Of the Prophecy of Moss, concerning a Prophet like unto himfelf. 


Secondly, that this prophet refembled Mofes 
in a much. greater degree than any other perfon 
ever did. “And 

Thirdly, that the people have been, and ftill 
are, feverely punifhed for their infidelity and 
difobedience to this prophet predicted by Motes. 

And firft, we fhall confider who the prophet 


| was that is here particularly meant. Ithas been 


the opinion of foine that Jofhua was the perfon, 
becaufe he is faid to have been the fucceffor of 
Mofes in prophecies, Ecciefiatticus xlvi, 1. And 
as the people were commanded to hearken unto 
this prophet, fo they faid unto Jofhua, A cording 
as we have bearkened unto Mofes in all things 
fo will we bearken unto thee, Jofhuai.17. Some 
‘again have imagined that the prophet here meant 
was Jeremiah, becaufe (fay they) he frequently 
makes ufe of the words of Mofes; and Abarbi- 

nel, in his preface to his commentary upon Je- 

remiah, reckons up fourteen particulars wherein 


they .refemble each other, and obferves that as 


Mofes prophefied forty years, fo likewife did 
Jeremiah. 

There are others again, and thofe by far the 
much greater number, who.do not imagine the 
prophet meant to be either Jofhua or Jeremiah, 


or, indeed, any fingle perton whatever, but a 
U 


5 fucceffion 


446° THe 
fucceffion of prophets to be raifed up like unto 
Mofes; becaufe (fay they) the Jews being pro- 
hibited from going after enchanters and _diviners, 
they could not have been effectually fecured 
from following them, but by having true pro- 
phets of their own whom they might confulc 
upon particular occafions. 

But notwithftanding this difference in opinion 
among thofe who have written on the fubject, yet 
the very favourers themfelves of each refpective 
conftruction agree generally in this; that though 
Jofhua, or Jeremiah, or a fucceffion of prophets, 
was primerily intended, yet the main end, and 
ultimate fcope of the prophecy, was the Mef- 
fiah ; and indeed there are many fufficient rea- 
fons for underftanding it of him principally, if 
not folely, befides the preference of a literal and 
typical interpretation. 

Towards the conclufion of the Book of Deu- 
teronomy we find the following paffage, which 
evidently refers to this prophecy, and totally. 
refutes the notion of Jofhua’s being the prophet 
hike unto Mofes. Aud “fofbua, the fon of Nun, 
was full of the fpivit of wifdom; for Mofes had 
laid his bands upsn him: and the children of If- 
rael hearkened unto kim, and did as the Lerd com- 
manded Mofcs. And there arofe not a prophet 
fince in Ifrael like unto Mofes, whom the Lord 
knew face to face: In all the figns and the won- 
ders which the Lord fent him to do, &c. See 
Deut. xxxiv. 9, &c. 

At what tine, or by what hand, this addition 
was made to the facred volume, cannot be cer- 
tainly told ; but it muft have been made after the 
death of Mofes. The expreffion, there arofe not 
a prophet frrce in Ifrael plainly implies that this 
addition mult have been made fome time after 
Jofhua fuceeeded to the government of the peo- 
ple, anc confequently the Jewirfh church had no 
conception of a-perpetual fucceffion of prophets 
to be raifed up like unto Mofes. 
{uppofe this addition was made (as it is generally 
believed to have been) by Ezra after the Baby- 
lonifh captivity, then it is evident, beyond all 
contradiction, that neither Jeremiah, nor any 
of the antient prophets, was efteemed like unto 
Mofes. 

Let us now confider what are the peculiar 
marks and characters, wherein it is faid that 
none other prophet had ever refembled Moles. 
There avofc not a prephet fince in Ifvacl like unto 
Mofes. And which of the prophets ever con- 
verfed fo frequently and familiarly with God? 
Which of them ever wrought fo many and fuch 
aftonifhing miracles? It muft be anfwered that 
not any one of all the prophets who fucceeded 
Mofes was ever equal or comparable to him, 
except the Meffiah, the great Saviour and Re- 
deemer of mankind. 

It is undeniably evident, from the declara- 
tion which God was pleafed to make on occafion 
of the fedition raifed by Miriam and Aaron (fee 
before page g1.) that there was not to be any pro- 
phet in the Jewifh church, much lefs a fuceef- 
fion of prophets, like unto Mofes. Miriam and 
Aaron grew jealous of Mofes, and mutinied 
againft him, faying, Hath the Lord, indeed, [poken 
only by Mofes? bath he not fpoken alfa by us ? 
Numb. xii. 2. he controverfy, indeed, was 
of fuch importance, that God himfelf was pleafed 
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to interpofe, arid put an end to it. If (faid he} 
there be a prophet among you, I the Lord: eniif 
make mvfelf known unte bim in a viftony and . will 
Speak unto-bini in a dream. My fervant Mops 
ts not fo, who ts faithful in all mine boufe. With 
him will I fpeak mouth to mouth, even apparests;, 
and not in dark fpeeches ; and the fimtlitude of 
the Lord faall be bebold : whercfore then were ye not 
afraid to foeak againf[ my fervant Mofes. 

_ By this is clearly feen not only the great dif- 
ference which God was pleafed to make between 
Mofes and other prophets, but likewife in what 
Fefpect that difference lay. God revealed him. 
felf unto other prophets in dreams and vifions, 
but with Mofes he converfed more openly, thar 
is, face to face. Thefe were privileges and pre. 
rogatives of the moft fingular nature, and which 
evidently diftinguifhed Mofes from all the other 
prophets of the Jewifh difpenfation. And yet 
there was a prophet to be railed up like unto Mo- 
fes : but who ever refembled him in thofe fupe- 
rior advantages, except the Meffiah ? 

It is, moreover, implied, that this propher 
fhould be a lawgiver. 4 prophet like unto thee; 
not fimply a prophet, but a prophet like unto 
Mofes, that is, (as Eufebius explains it) a fe- 
cond lawgiver. The reafon, too, that is affigned 
for fending this prophet will evince that he was 
to be vefted with this character. ‘The people 
had requefted that the Divine laws might not be 
delivered to them in fo terrible and awful a man- 
ner as they were in Horeb. God was pleated to 
approve of their requeft, and therefore promiied 
that he would raife up unto them a prophet like 
unto Mofes, a lawgiver who fhould {peak unto 
them his commands in a familiar and gentle way. 
The prophet, therefore, here meant was to bea 
lawgiver: but there were not any of the Jewih 
prophets lawgivers in all the intermediate time 
between Mofes and Chrilt. 

If we take a farther view of this miatter, we 
fhall find, from the moft indubitable authority, 
that there never was any prophet, and much les 
a fucceflion of prophets, whom the Jews ef- 
teemed like unto Mofes from his death to the 
coming of the Mefiah. Vhe higheft degree ot 
infpiration is termed by them Mofaical, and they 
enumerate feveral particulars in which ¢baé hath 
the pre-eminence and advantage above all others. 
There was, indeed, in confequence of this pro- 
phecy, a general expectation of fome extraordi- 
nary prophet to arife, which particularly prevailed 
about the time of Our Saviour’s coming on 
earth, ‘The Jews then, as, well as fince, un- 
derftood and applied this prophecy to the Mel- 
fiah, the only prophet whom they will ever allow 

to be as great, or greater than Mofes. _ 

When Our Saviour had fed five thowfand men, 
by a miracle like that of Mofes who fed the Ii- 
raclites in the wildernefs, when thofe men faid, 
This is cf atruth that prophet that foould come 
into tle world, John vi. 14. St. Peter and 

| Se. Siephen likewite directly apply the prophiecy 
to him, Acts iii. 22, 23. villi. 37. and they my 
very well be juftified for fo doing ; for he fully 

anfwers all the marks and characters, which a 
here given of the prophet like unto Mofes. He 
had immediate communication with the deity» 
and God fpake to him face to face, as he did 

|, Mofes. He performed /igus and wonders 8 a 
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or greater than thofe of Mofes. JZ will: fas 
them up a prophet, faith God; and the people 
glorified God, faying, That a great prophet is rifen 
up among us. Luke viii. 16. [ill put my words 
in bis mouth, {aith God ; and Our Saviour faith, 
L have given unto them the words which thou gaveft 
me. John xviil. 8. He fhall fpenk unto them all 
that I foall command him, faith God; and Our 
Saviour faith, I have mot fpoken of myfelf, but 
the father which fent me, be gave me a command- 
ment, what I foould fay, and what I foould fp:ak. 
And I know that his commandment is life evcrloft- 
ing: whatfoever I {peak therefore, even as the Fa- 
ther feid unto me, fo I fpeak. John xii. 49, 50. 

Having thus clearly pointed out who the per- 
fon was meant in Mofes’s prophecy, we are now 
to take fome notice of the great and ftriking 
likenefs between Mofes and Chrift, and how far 
the latcer refembled the former in more refpects 
than any other perfon ever did. 

We have already given fome inftances wherein 
they refemble each other; namely, of God’s 
ipeaking to both face to face, of both perform- 
ing fizgns and wonders, of both being /awgivers ; 
and in thefe refpects none of the antient prophets 
were like unto Mofes. None of them were 
lawgivers: they only interpreted and enforced 
the laws of Mofes. None of them performed 
fo many-and fuch great wonders. None of them 
had fuch clear commmunications with God: 
they all faw vifions, and dreamed dreams. Mofes 
and Chrift are the only two who perfeétly re- 
{embled each other in thefe refpeéts. The com- 
parifon between them (as given by Eufebius) 
we have already fhewn ina former part of our 
work, as the reader will find by referring to page 
10s. But farther to illuftrate this material part 
of the prophecy, we fhall preferve foine very cu- 
rious obfervations on the fubject made by the 
Rey. Dr. Jortin, in his Remarks on ecclefiaftical 
Hiftery. 

“ Mofes (fays he) fled from his country to 
efcape the hands of the king of Egypt; fo did 
Chrift when his parents went into Egypt. After- 


wards the Lerd faid to Mofes in Midian, Go, re- | 


tura into Egypt; for all the men are dead which 
fought thy life, Exod. iv. 19. fo the angel of the 
Lord faid to Jofeph in almoft the fame words, 
Mvife, and take the young child, and go into the 
laud of Ifrael; for they are dead which fought the 
Jong child's life; Matt. ii. 20. pointing him out 
asit were for that prophet, who fhould arife, like 
unto Mofes. 

Mofes refufed to be called the fon of Pha- 
raoh’s daughter, chufing rather to fuffer affliction ; 
Chrift refufed to be made king, chufing rather 
to fuffer affliction. 

Moles, fays St. Stephen, was learned in all 


the wifdom of the Egyptions, and Jofephus fays | 


that he was'a very forward and accomplifhed 
youth, and had wifdom and knowledge beyond 
Ns years. St. Luke obferves of Chrift, that de 
imcreafed (betimes) in wifdom and ftature, and in 
favour with God and man, and his difcourfes in 
the temple with the doétors, when he was but 
twelve years old, were a proof of it. 

oles was not only a lawgiver, a prophet, 
and a worker of miracles, but a king and a 
Prieft: in all thefe offices the refemblance be- 
‘ween Mofes and Chrift was fingular, 
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Mofes brought darknefs over the land; the 
fun withdrew his light at Chrift’s crucifixion : 
And as the darknefs which was fpread over Egypt 
was followed by the deftruétion of their firft 
born; and of Pharaoh and his hoft; fo the darl:z- 
nefs at Chrift’s death was the forerunner of the 
deftruction of the Jews. 

Mofes foretold the calamities which would 
befall the nation for their difobedience; fo did 
Chritt. 

The fpirit which was in Mofes was conferred 
in fome degree upon the feventy elders, and they 
ptophefied ; Chrift conferred miraculous powers 
upon his feventy difciples. 

Mofes was victorious over powerful kings and 
great nations ; fo was Chrift by the effeéts of his 
religion, and by the fall of thofe who perfecuted 
his church. 

Mofes conquered Amalec by holding up both 
his hands; Chrift overcame his and our enemics 
when his hands were faftened to the crofs. 

Mofes interceded for tranfgreffors, and caufed 
an atonement to be made for them, and ftopped 
the wrath of God ; fo did Chrift. 

Mofes ratified a covenant between God and 
the pecple by fprinkling them with blood; Chrift 
with his own blood. 

Moks defired to die for the people, and prayed 
that God would forgive them, or blot him out of 
his book ; Chrift did more, he died for finners. 

Mofes inftituted the paffover, when a lamb 
was facrificed, none of whofe bones were to be 
broken, and whofe blood prorected the people 
from deftruction ; Chrift was the pafchal lamb. 

Mofes lifted up the ferpent, that’ they who 
looked upon him might be healed of their mor- 
tal wounds ; By properly looking up to Chritt 
all will be healed: 

All Motfes’s affection towards the people, all 
his cares and toils on their account were repaid 
by them with ingratitude, murmuring, and re- 
bellion; the fame returns the Jews made to Chrilt 
for ‘all his benefits. 

Mofes was ill ufed by his own family, his bro- 


‘ther and fifter rebelled againft him; there was a 


time when Chrift’s own brethren beheved not in 
him. 

Mofes had a very wicked and perverife gene- 
ration commnitred to his care and conduct, and to 
enable him to rule them, miraculous powers 
were given to him, and he ufed his utmoft en- 
deavour to make the people obedient to God, 
and to fave them from ruin; but invain; inthe 
fpace of forty years they all fell in the wilder- 
nefs except two: Chrift alfo was given to a ge- 
neration not lefs wicked and perverie, his in- 
ftructions and his miracles were loft upon them, 
and in about the fame fpace of time, after they 
had rejeéted him, they were deftroyed. 

Mofes was very meek above al] men that were 
on the face of the earth; fo was Chrift. 

The people could not enter into the land of 
promife till Mofes was dead; by the death of 


1 Chrift the kingdom of hcaven was open to be- 


lievers. . ; ; ; 
In the death of Mofes and Chrift there is alfo 
a refemblance of fome circumftances: Mofes 


| died, in one fenfe, for the iniquities of the peo- 


ple ; it was their rebellion which was the occafion 
of it, which drew down the difpleafure of God. 
upon 
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upon them and upon him ; Mofes went up, in 
the fight of the people, to the top of mount 
Nebo, and there he died, when he was in per- 
fe&t vigour, when his eye was not dim, mor bis 
matural force abated: Chrift fuffered for the fins 
of men, and was Ied up, in the prefence of the 
people, to mount Calvary, where he died in the 
flower of his age, and when he was in his: full 
natural ftrength. 

Neither Mofes, nor Chrift, as far as we can 
collect from facred hiftory, were ever fick, or 
felt any bodily decay or infirmity, which would 
have rendered them unfit for the toils they un- 
derwent; their fufferings were of another kind. 

Mofes was buried, and no man knew where 
his body lay; nor could the Jews find the body 
ef Chritt. 

Laftly, As Mofes, a little before his death, 
promiled axorher proptet ; fo Chrift, before his 
death, promifed another comforter.” 

Such are the comparifons made by Dr. Jortin 
relative to the great refemblance between Mofes 
and Chrift; but the greateft fimilftude confifts 
in their both being lzwegivers, which no other 
prophet ever was. They may refemble each 
other in many other circumftances, and a fruit- 
ful imagination may ftrike upon a likenefs, where, 
in reality, there is not any to be found. But, as 
the fame excellent writer concludes, “ Is this 
fimilitude and correfpondence in fo many things 
between Mofes and Chrift the effect of mere 
chance? Let us fearch all the records of uni- 
verfal hiftory, and fee if we can find a man who 
was fo like to Mofes as Chrift was, and fa like 
to Chrift as Mofés was. If we cannot find fuch 
an one, then have we found him of whem Mo- 
fesin the law, and the prophets, did write, Je- 
fus of Nazareth, the fon of God.” 

We come now to confider the laft part of the 
prophecy, in doing of which it will be no very 
difficult matter to prove, that the people have 
been, and (ill are, feverely punifhed for their 
infidelity ancf difobedience to this prophet. 

The words’ in this -part of the prophecy are 
very clear and exprefs. Unto him ye foall bearken: 
And it fhall come to pafs that whofoever will 
not bearken un‘o my words which be foall fpeak 
in my name, I will require it of him. That is, 
I will feverely punifh him for it; or, as the Se- 
venty tranflate it, J w7ll take vengeance of bim. 

‘This prophecy, as we have clearly proved, 
evidently relates to Chrift. God himfelf, in a 
manner, applies it to him; for when he was 
transfigured, there came a voice out of the cloud, 
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which faid; This is my beloved Son in whom I ay, 
well pleafed; hear ye bim, Matt: xvii. 5. ‘Fhis 
manifeftly alludes to the words of Mofes, Unie 
bim ye foall bearken, and clearly poiats out thar 
Chrift alone was the prophet like unto Mofes. 
The apoftle St. Peter directly applies it to Ou, 
Saviour. _ For Mofes truly fatd unto the fathers 
A prophet foal the Lord ycur God raife up unig 
Joy of your brethren, like unto me; bim fball ye 
bear in all things whatfoever he feall fay unta ‘you: 

And it lball come to pafs, that every Soul which 
will not hear that prophet feall be deftroyed from 
among the people, Acts iit. 22. 23 

And hath not this terrible denunciation been 
fully executed upon the Jews? Was not the 
compleat deftruction of that incredulous nation 

(foon after Chrift had finithed his miniftry among 
them, and his apottles had Iikewife preached jn 
vain) the fulfilling of the threat for not heark- 
ening unto him? We may be the more certajn 
of this application, as Our Saviour himfelf not 
only denounced the fame deftruétion, but al 
foretold the figns, the manner, and the citcum- 
ftances of it with the greateft exactnefs. Such, 
indeed, of thofe Jews who believed in his name, 
by remembering the caution, and following the 
advice which he had given them, efcaped trom 
| the general ruin of their country : but the main 

body either perifhed in their infidelity, or weve 

carried captives. into other nations, .and by per- 
; fifting in the fame infidelity, they have ever fince 
| ro a vagabond, diftrefled and miferable peo- 

e. 

The wife difpenfations of Providence are in 
| no refpect more amply difplayed than in the ful- 
| filment of this part of the prophecy. We mut 
| be blind not to fee it; and fecing, we cannot 
, but admire and adore ic What account can.the 
| Jews themielves give of their long’ captivity, 
| difperfion and mifery? Their former captivity, 
for the punifhment of their wickednefs and ido- 
latry lafted only feventy years; but ‘they ‘have 
| lived im their prefent difperfien, even though they 
| have not been idolaters, upwards of feventeen. 
| hundred. * 

But though they have thus long laboured un- 
der thefe calamities for the enormity of their 
crimes, yet, it 1s to be hoped that, upon a pro- 
per faith and repentance, they will, in time, 
become objects of the Divine mercy. We fhall 
therefore conclude with the words of the apoftle 
St. Paul, Our hearts defire and prayer to God f.t 
Tfrael is, tbat they may be faved, Rom. x. 1- 
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VI. 


The Prophecies 6f Moss concerning the Fews. 


ESIDES the great and amazing prophecy 

related in the preceding chapter, Mofes, a 
fhort time before his death, delivered many others 
to the Jews, in which he prediéted the great 
bieffings that would be beftowed upon them, if 
they paid a proper attention to the laws he had 
given them, and, on the contrary, the heavy 
curfes that would unavoidably fall upon them if 
they became refraétory and difobedient to the 
Divine will. 

Thefe prophecies are contained in the 28th 
chapter of Deuteronomy, and the greater part 
of them relate to the curfes that fhould fall on 
the Jews in cafe of their difobedience, all which 
have been fince moft ftriétly fulfilled, as will ap- 

ear from the following obfervations. 

The firft on the head begins at the 49th verfe, 
in which it is faid, The Lord foall bring a nation 
againft thee from far, from the end of the earth, 
as fwift as the eagle flieth, a nation whofe tongue 
thiu foalt not underfiand. ‘This was fulfilled in the 
Chaldeans, who may be jultly faid to have come 
from far, in comparifon with the Moabites, Phi- 
liftines, and others, who frequently invaded Ju 
dea, and committed depredations in various parts 
of the country. 

The like defcription of the Chaldeans is given 
by the prophet Jeremiah, Lo, I wll bring a na- 
tion upon you from far, O boufe of Ifrael, faith 
the Lord: it ts a mighty nation, it is an antient 
nation, a nation whofe language thou knoweft not, 
neither underftandeft what they fay, Jeremiah v. 15. 
He likewife compares the enemies of the Jews 
toeagles, Our perfecutors (lays he) are fwifter 


than the eagles of the hecven: they purfued us upon | 


the mountains, they laid wait for us in the wilder- 
nefs*, Lam. iv. g. 

In the goth verfe of the 28th chapter of Deu- 
tcronomy the people who were to be the perfe- 
cutors of ihe Jews are thus farther characterized. 
And they fhall be @ nation of fierce countenance, 
whih foall not regard the perfon of the old, nor 
Soew faveur to the young. Such were the Chal- 
deans; and the facred hiftorian exprefsly faith, 
that, for the wickednefs of the Jews, God brought 
“pon tiem the king of the Chaldees, who flew their 
Jing men with the fword, in the houfe of their 
sendluers, and bad no compaffion upon young man 
“y maiaen, old man, or kim that flocped for age; 
#¢ gave them al! into bishand. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 17. 

The Romans were no lefs the perfecutors of 
the Jews than the Chaldeans, of which Jofephus 





* This defeription, however, cannot be applied to any 
avon with fach propriety as to the Romans, who, from the 
‘apidity of their conquetts, and the deitruétion they made 
among the Jews, might very juftly be compared to eagles, 

3 . 
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gives us the following inftances. He fays, that 
when Vefpafian entered the city of Gadara 
(which was fof a long time ftrongly defended 
by the Jews) * he flew all, mian by man, the Ro- 
mans not fhewing mercy to either age or fex; 
and that the did this out of hatred to the nation, 
and remembrance of their former injuries.” The 


| like flaughter was made at Gamala, “ for no 


perfon efcaped excent two women who concealed 
themfelves, and thereby avoided the rage of the 
Romans, They did not fo much as {pare young 
children ; but every one, at that time, fnatching 
up many, caft them down from the citadel.” 

According to the prophecy of Mofes, the ene- 
mies of the Jews were to befiege and take their 
cities, dnd ke foall befiege thee in all thy gates; 
unti! thy high and fenced walls come down wherein 
thou trufirdf, throughcut all thy land, This was 
accordingly fulfilled, for Sennacherib, king off 
Affria, came up againft all the fenced cities of Fu- 
dob, and tcok them, 2 Kings xvili. 13. and Ne- 
buchadnezzar and his captains took and fpoiled 
Jerufalem, burnt the city and temple, and brake 
down the wal’s of Zerufalem round about, 2 Kings, 
XXV. 10. 

The Romans likewife (according to what we 


| read in Jofephus’s hiftory of the Jewifh wars) 


demolifhed feveral fortified places »before they 
befieged and deftroyed Jerufalem. Andthe Jews 
who inhabited that city may very juftly be faid 
to have trufted in their high and fenced walls, for 
they feldom ventured a battle in the open field. 
They confided in the ftrength and fituation of 
Jerufalem, as the Jebufites (the former inhabi- 
tants of the place) had done before them ; Who 
feall come down againft us? cr who feall enter into 
our habitation ? Jeremiah xxi. 13. _ 

Jerufalem, indeed, was a very ftrong place, 
and (according to the detcription given Sf ic by 
Tacitus and Jofephus) was wonderfully fortified - 
both by nature and art. And yet, how many 
times was it taken previous to its final defttuction 
by Titus? It was taken by Shifhak king of Egypt; 
by Nebuchadnezzar, by Antiochus Epiphanes, 
by Pompey, by Socius, and, laftly, by Herod. 

The Jews, in thefe fieges, were to fuffer great 
hardfhips, but more particularly by famine. Acs 
cordingly, when the king of Affyria befieged 
Samaria, there was a great famine ifi that city; 
and bebola they befieged it, until an afs’s had was 
fold for four pieces of filver, and the fourth part 
of acab of doves dung for five pieces of filver, 

2 Kings 





and, perhaps, not witheut an a'lofion to the flanda d of the 
Roman arinies, which was the jigure cf that b.rd: their 
language alfo was much more unksiown to the Jews than that 
of the Chaldee. ; 

5x 


45% Tur HISTQRY or 


2 Kings vi. 25. When Nebuchadnezzar befieged 
Jerufalem, the famine prevailed in the city, and 
there was no bread for the people of the land, 2 
Kings xxvi-q7 And in the laft fiege of Jeru- 
falem by the Romans there was a moft dreadtul 
famine in the city, as appears by the following 


melancholy account given of it by Jofephus:. 


He faith particularly, “ that, fo great were the 
« diftreffes of the people, that women {natched 
«© the very food out of the mouths of their huf- 
s* bands, and fons of their father’s; and, what 
“ wasmott miferable, mothers of their infants.” 
In another place he fays, “* In every houfe, if 
« there appeared any femblance of food, a battle 
*< immediately took place, and the deareft friends 
“and relations fought with each other, fnatch- 
«© ing away the miferable provifions of life.”— 
Thus was literally fulfilled the words of Mofes; 
who fays, the man’s eve foall be evil towards bis 
brother, and towards the wife of bis bofom, and 
towards kis chilisvcn, becaufe ke hath nothing teft 
him in the frese, and in the ftraitnefs wherewith 
thine enemies fooll ciftrefs thee in all thy gates; and, 
in like manner, the woman’s eve fhal! Le evil to- 
woards the hufland of her bofom, and towards her 
fon, and towerds ker daughter. See Deut. xxviii, 
$4, &e. 

According to another part of this prophecy, 
great numbers of the Jews were to be deftroyed. 
And ye facil be left few in number, wh:reas ye were 
as the fiurs f heaven for multitude. Deut. xxviii. 
62. Not to mention any other of the calamities 
and flaughters which they have undergone, there 
was in the laft fiege of Jerufalem (according 
to the acccunt given by Jofephus} an infinite 
multitude that perifhed by famine. He com- 
putes that, during the whole fiege, the number 
of thofe who were deftroyed by the famine and 
{word amounted to eleven hundred thoufand, 
the people being then affembled from all parts to 
celebrate the paffover. ‘There certainly is not a 
nation upon the earth that hath been expofed to 
fo many maifacres and perfecutions as the Jews. 
‘Their hittory abounds with them; and if God 
had not been pleafed to have given them a pro- 
mife of a numerous pofterity, they mutt, many 
hundred years ago, have been totally extirpated. 

The prophecy farther faith, that they fhould 
be carried into Egypt, and there fold for flaves. 
Aid the Tord focll bring thee into Egypt again, with 
Ships: and there ye foal be fold unto your enemies 
for Londen and beudwemen. Deut. xxviii. 68. 
They had, indeed, come out of Eeypt trium- 
phant, but now they were to return thither as 
flaves. “Vhey had, on their coming out, walked 
through the fea as on dry land, but now they 
were to be carried thither in fbips. “Chey might 
be carried thither in the fhips of the Tyrian or 
Sidonian merchants, or by the Romans, who had 
a fleet in the Mediterranean ; and this was cer- 
tainly a much fafer way of conveying fo many 
prifoners than fending them by land. 

‘Vhat this part of the prophecy was fulfilled 
evidently appears from the account given us by 
Jofephus, who fays, that in the reigns of the two 
firft Ptolemies many of the Jews were fent into 
Egypt as flaves. And when Jerufalem was taken 
by ‘Vitus, he fent the greater’ part of thofe cap- 
tives. who were upwards of feventeen years of 


age to the works in Egypt: fich as were under 
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that age he fold for flaves, but fo little care was 
taken of them that no lefs than eleven thoufand 

erifhed for want. This is confirmed by St, 
Nace who fays, that “ after their laft over: 
“ throw many thoufands of them were fold; 
*© that thofe who could not be fold were tranf. 
‘*« ported into Egypt, and perifhed by thipwreck 
“* or famine; or were maffacred by the inhabi- 
“ tants.” : : 

Jind ye foall be plucked from off the land wlither 
thou goeft to poffess it, Deut. xxviii. 63. This 
was amply fulfilled when the ten. tribes were 
carried into captivity by the king of Affyria, 
and other nations were ‘planted in their ftead: 
and when the two other tribes were carried away 
captives to Babylon, befides other captivities and 
tranfportations of the people at different periods, 
Afterwards, when the emperor Adrian had fub- 
dued the rebellious Jews, he publifhed an edi, 
in which he not only forbade them, on pain of 
death, from fetting foot in Jerufalem, but pro- 
hibited them from even entering into the coun- 
try of Judea. From that time to the prefent 
Judea has been in the poffeffion of foreign lords 
and mafters, few of the Jews dwelling in it, 
and thofe only of a very low and fervile condi- 
tion. This has been clearly proved by feveraf 
modern travellers, particularly Mr. Sandys, who, 
in fpeaking of the Holy Land, fays, “ it is for 
“* the moft part now ‘inhabited by Moors and 
* Arabians; the one poffeffing the vallies, and 
“ the other the mountains. Turks there be few: 
** but many Greeks with other Chriftians of all 
** {ects and nations, fuch as impute to the place 
“© an adherent holinefs. Here are alfo fome 
«° Jews, yet they inherit no part of the land, but 
*€ live as aliens in their own country.” 

Thus have the Jews been plucked from off the 
land which they poffefid. But this was not all, 
for, according to the prophecy, they were to be 
difperfed into all nations. .d the Lerd fhail 
featter thee among all people, from one end of the 
earth unto the other. Devit. xxviii. 64. Thefe 
words were partly fulfilled in the Babylonith cap- 
tivity ; but they have been more amply fulfilled 
fince the great difperfion of the Jews by the Ro- 
mans. What people, indeed, have been fcat- 
tered fo far and wide as they? and where is the 
nation which is a ftranger to them, or to which 
they are ftrangers? They {warm in many parts 
of the Eaft, and are fpread through moft of the 
countries in Europe and Africa ~ In fhort, they 
are to be found in all places where there is a cir- 
culation of trade and meney, and may, properly 
fpeaking, be called the brokers of the whole 
world. 

It was likewife foretold by Moles, that though 
they fhould be fo difperfed, yet they fhould not 
be totally deflrcyed, but fhould {till fubfit’as 4 
diftinét people. snd yet for all that, when th 
be in the lind :f theiv enemis, Iwill not coft thei 
away, neither will I abhor them, to deflroy thet 
utterly, and lo break iny covenant with then, Levit 
xxVi. 44. “This part of the prophecy hath been 
moft ftri€tly fulfilled, for (as Mr. Bafnage fays) 
the Jewith nation, like the bufh of Moles, hath 
been always burning, but never confumed. Am 
what an aftonifhing thing it is to think, that af 
ter fo many wars, battles and ficges; after fo 
many fires, famines and peitilences; after : 
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many rebellions, maffacres and perfecutions ; af- 
ter fo maay years of captivity, flavery and mifery, 
they have not been utterly deftroyed, byt are 
(till {cattered among all nations, and fubfift as a 
iftinét people ? 

e They Te to fuffer greatly in their difperfion, 
and not to ret longin any place. And amoung 
thee nctions foalt thou jind no eafe, neither foall 
the fole of thy foot bave reff, Deut. xxxitl. 65. 
This likewife hath been amply fulfilled ; for fo 
far have they been from finding reft that they 
have been banithed from city to city, and from 
country to country. In many places they have 
been banifhed, and recalled, and then banifhed 
acain. Of thefe there are numerous inftances; 
but we fhall here only mention their great ba- 
nifhments in modern times, and from countries 
well known. Towards the Jatter end of the thir- 
teenth century, they were banifhed from England 
by Edward 1, and were not permitted to return 
and fettle again till Cromwell's time. In the 
laccer end of the fourteenth century they were 
banifhed from France by Charles VI; and ever 
fince they have been only tolerated, they have 
nor enjoyed entire liberty, except at Mentz, 
where they have atynagogue. In the latcer end 
of the fifteenth century they were banifhed from 
Spain by Merdinand and Wabella; and (accord- 
ing to Mariana the Spanifh hiftorian,) there were 
an hundred and feventy thoufand families, or 
(as fome fay) eight hundred thoufand perfons 
who left the kingdom, They paid dearly to 
John II. for a refuge in Portugal, but within a 
few years were expelled from thence alfo by his 
fucceffor Emanuel. Andin our own time, within 
thefe few years, they were banifhed from Prague 
by order of the queen of Bohemia. 

But they were not only to be banifhed from 
their own country, and difperfed into various 
parts throughout the world, but likewife, where- 
ever they went, were to be oppreffed and fpoiled ever- 
more, and their houfes and vineyards, their oxen 
and affes to be taken from them, Deut. xxvii. 
29, &c. That this has been ftriétly fulfilled will 
evidently appear when we confider the very fre- 
quent and great feizures that have been made of 
their effects in almoft all countries. How often 
has heavy fines been laid on them by the princes 
of the different nations in which they have dwelt? 
and how often have they been obliged to fecure 
their lives by the forfeiture of their poffeffions ? 
Of this there have been innumerable inftances, 
and fome even in our own country. King Henry 
III. of England always laid a heavy tax on the 
Jews at every low ebb of his fortunes. ‘* One 
Abraham (fays a celebrated writer) who was found 
a delinquent, was forced to pay feven hundred 
marks for his redemption. Aaron, another Jew, 
protefted, that the king had taken from him, at 


times, thirty thoufand marks of filver, befides 


two hundred marks of gold. And in like man- 
ner he ufed many others of the Jews.” And when 
they were banifhed, in the reign of Edward I. 
all their eftates were confifcated to the crown, 

Their fons and. daughters fhotuld be given unto ano- 
ther peoplr, Deut. xxviii. 32. This has been like- 
wife fulfilled, for, in feveral countries, but more 
particularly in Spain and Portugal, their children 
shave been taken from them, by order of the Go- 
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and ftabbed his wife and children. 
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vernment, to be educated in the popifh religion. 
Mr. Bafnage (in his hiftory of the Jews) tells us, 
that, ** the council of Toledo ordered all their 
chijdren.to be taken from them, left they fhauld 
partake of their errors, and that they fhould be 
jhut up in manafteries to be inftructed in the 
Chriftian truths.” And, when they were banifhed 
from Portugal, ‘ the king (fays Mariana) or- 
dered that all. their children, who were under 
fourteen years af age, fhould be taken from them 
and baptized.” 

And they fhould be mad for the ficht of their eyes 
which th:y fosuld fee; Deut. xxxvili. 34. That 
this part of the prophecy has been moft amply 
fulfilled we have che cleareft evidence; for, into 
what madneifs, fury and de/peration have tlrey re- 
peatedly been driven by the crucl ufage, extor- 
tions and opprefMions they have undergone ? OF 
this we fhall only mentien two particular inftances, 
one from antient, and the other from modern 
hiftory. The firft is related by Jofephus, who 
fays, “© After the deftruction of Jerufalem by 
« Titus, fome of the worft of the Jews took 
“© refuge in the caflle of Mafada, where, being 
“ clofely befieged by the Romans, they, at the 
“© perfuafion of EJeazar their leader, firft mur- 
«© dered their wives and children, after which ten 
“© men were chofen by Jot to flay the reft. This 
“ being done, one of the ten was chofen, in like 
“ mannez, to kill the other nine, which having 
* executed, he fet fire to the place, and then 
“ ftabbed himfelf; there were nine hundred and 
© fixty who perifhed in this miferable manner, 
** and only two women and five boys efcaped, 
*¢ which they efteted by hiding themfelves in 
* the aqueducts under ground.” The other in- 
ftance is recorded by Mr. Bainage, who fays, 
“© In the rcign of Richard 1. of England, when 
*« the people were in arms to make a general 
«© maffacre of the Jews, fifteen hundred of them 
“© feized on the city of York to defend them- 
<< felves; but being befieged, they offered to 
** capitulate, and to ranfom their lives with mo- 
« ney. This offer being refufed, one of them 
*© cried our in defpair, that it was better to die 
*¢ couragioufly for the law, than to fall into the 
“© hands of the Chriftians. In confequence of 
‘© this every man immediately took his knife 
The men 
«© afterwards retired into the king’s palace, which 
“© they fet on fire, and in which thensfelves were 
‘© confumed.” 

The prophecy farther tells us, that they /houd. 
become an aftonifhment, a provers, and avy-word ta 
all nations, Deut. xxviii. 37. And do we not hear 


and fee this part of the prophecy fulfilled every day ? 


Is not the avarice, ufury, and hard-heartedneis 
of a Jew grown proverbial? an.l are not their 
perfons generally odious among all forts of peo- 
ple? Mahometans, Heathens, and Chriftians, 
however they may diagree in other points, 3 er 
generally agree in villifying, abuting, and 
perfecuting the Jews. In molt places where they 
are tolerated, they live in a feparate quarter by 
themfelves, and wear fome badge of diftincti- 
on, Their very countenances conunonly diflin 
guifh them from the reft of mankind, and they 
are, in all refpects, treated, as if they were of 
another fpecies. 

Lattly, 
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Laftly, their plagues foould be wonderful; even 
great playues, ond of long continuance, Deut. xxviii. 
59- And have not their plagues continued up- 
wards of feventeen hundred years? What nation 
hath fuffered fo much, and yet continued fo 
long? What nation hath fubfifted as a diftin& 
people in their own country folong as thefe have 
done in their difperfion into all countries? And 
what a ftanding miracle is this exhibited to the 
view and obfervation of the whole world ? 

Thefe aftonifhing prophecies were delivered 
upwards of three thoufand years ago, and from 
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the fulfilment of them, which we fee every day 
taking place in the world, are the ftrongeft proofs 
that can be given of the Divine legatton of 
Mofes. ‘Fitey are truly as Mofes foretold they- 
would be, @fign and a wond:r for ever. More- 
over, all thefe curfes foall come upon thee, and fbalt 
purfue thee and overtake thze, till thou be deftreyed , 
becaufe thou bearkenedft not unto the voice of the 
Lord thy God, to keep bis commandinents, and bis 


| Aatutes which be commanded thee: And they fhalt 


be upon thee for a fign and for a wonder, and upon 
they feed for ever, Deut. xxviii. 45, 46. 
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Containing the Prophecies of Jeremian, Isaran, Micau, Ezexter, and 
other Prophets, relative to the Fews. 


HE punifhment to be infli€ted on the Jews 

_ for their manifold tranfgreftions was not 
only foretold by their great legiflator Mofes, but 
hikewife many other perfons, who received the 
fpirit of infpiration. Thefe prophecies were de- 
livered at different periods, and were defigned to 
reform the Jews from the wicked courfe of life 
to which they were naturally addicted ; but, as 
they continued inflexible, the prophecies de- 
nounced againft them were ftri€tly fulfilled. 

Among others of the prophecies it was fore- 
told that the ten tribes of Ifraet fhould be car- 
ried away captives by the king of Affyria, and 
that the two remaining tribes of Judah and Ben- 
jamin fhould be made captives to the king of Ba- 
bylon: but with this difference, that the two tribes 
fhould be reftored and return from their capti- 
vity, but the tentribes fhould be loft and dif- 
folved in theirs. 

Vhe time when the captivity of the two tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin was to take place, as 
alfo that of their reftoration, was foretold by the 
prophet Jeremiah. This whole land thall be a defo- 
lation, and an aftonifbment , and thefe nations foall 
ferve the king ef Babyion feventy years, Jer. xxv. 11. 
Andagain, Thus faith the Lord, that after feventy 
years be accompiifbed at Babylon, I will vifit you, 
and perform my good word towards you, in caujing 
you to vecurnto this place, Jer. xxix. 10. 

This prophecy was delivered in the fourth year 
of Jcho'akim the fon of Fofiah king of fadah, which 
was the firft year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby- 
lon, Jer. xxv. 1. In the fame year the prophe- 
cy began to take place, for Nebuchadnezzar in- 
vaded Judea, befieged and took Jerufalem, made 


Jehoiakim his fubje@ and tributary, tranfported | 


the fineft children of the royal family and of the 
nobility to Babylon to be brought up as flaves in 
his palaces. He likewife deftroyed the temple, 
carried away the facred veffels, and placed them 
in the temple of his idol Bel at Babylon. The 
whole number carried into captivity amounted 
© ten thoufand, there being only a few left of 


very poor and mean condition to till and culti- 
vate the land. 

In this fituation they remained for feventy 
years, when Cyrus, king of Babylon iffued a pro» 
clamation for the reftoration of the Jews, and 
for the rebuilding of the temple of Jerufalem, 
In confequence of this the Jews immediately re- 
turned to their own country, and difperfed them- 
felves into the refpective cities they had formerly 
inhabited. The temple was begun and carried 
on with great affiduity for fome time, but by the 
greatinterruption they met with from the Sama- 
ritans, was not finifhed till the reign of Darius, 
when all things were again reitored to their for- 
mer ftate. And thus was fulfilled the prophecy 
of Jeremiah relative to the two tribes of Judah 
and Benjamin. 

The prophecy againft the ten tribes of Hrael, 
was much more fevere than that againft the other 
two. The tribe of Ephraim, which was the 
chiefof thefe, is often put for the whole ten, 
and it was predicted that within threefcore and 
Jive years fhall Ephraim be broken that it be not a 
people, Ifaiah vii. 8. This prophecy was deli- 
vered in the firft year of Ahaz king of Judah, 
when Rezin king of Syria, and Pekah king of 
Ifrael, formed a conjunction to reduce Jerufalem; 
and it was to comfort Ahaz and the houfe of Da- 
vid in thefe difficulties and diftreffes, that the 
prophet Ifaiah was commiffioned to affure hin, 
that the kings of Syriaand Iirael fhould remain 
only the heads of their refpeétive cities; chat 
they fhould not prevail againt Jerufale:n, and 
that within fixty and five years Mfrael fhould be 
fo broken that it fhould be no more a people. 

The fulfilment of this prophecy com:nenced 
in the reign of Ahaz, when Tiglath-pilezer took 
many of the Ifraelites, even the Rbeubenites, and 
the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manaffeb, and all 
the land of Naphtali, and carried them captive into 
Affpria, aid brough: them unto Halah,' and Habor, 
and Hara, and to the river Gozan. 1 Chron. v.26. 
2 Kings xv. 29. His fon Shalmanefer, in = 
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reign of Hezekiah, took Samaria and carried away 
ftill greater numbers unte Afyria, and put them in 
Holab and in Habor by the river of Gozan (the fame 

laces where their brethren had been carried before 
them) and in the cities of the Medes, 2 Kings xviii. 
11. His fon Sennacherib came up alfo againft 
Hezekiah, and all the fenced cities of Judah; 
but his army was miraculoufly defeated, and he 
himfel€ was forced to return with fhame and dif- 
grace into his own country, where he was mur- 
dered by two of his fons, 2 Kings xvii. 19. 
Another of his fons, Efarhaddon fucceeded him 
in the throne, but it was fome time before he 
could recover his kingdom from thefe diforders, 
and think of reducing Syria and Paleftine again 
to his obedience: and then it was, and not till 
then, that he completed the ruin of the ten 
tribes, carried away the remains of the people, 
and, to prevent the land from becoming defolate, 
brought men from Babylon, and from Cuthab, and 
from Hava, and from Hamath, and from Sephar- 
‘vaim, aid placed them in the cities of Samaria, in- 
fread of the children of Ifracl, 2 Kings xvii. 24. 
Ephraim was broken from being a kingdom be- 
fore, but it was now broken from being a people. 
And from that time to this what account can 
be given of the people of Ifrael as diftinct 
from thofe of Judah ? Where have they fub- 
fitted all chis time ? And where is their ficuation, 
cr what their prefent condition ? 

Attheir firft difperfion they were carried into 
Affyria and Media, and if they fubfifted any 
where it is reafonable to imagine they might be 


found there in great abundance. But this is not | 
the cafe, neither are they to be found in any of | 


thofe parts where it has been afferted, by differ- 
cnt Jewifh writers, they took up their refidence. 
It is the opinion of fome that they returned into 
their own country, with the other twotribes after 
the Babylonifh captivity. The decree, indeed, 
of Cyrus extended to aH rhe people of God, Ezra 
i. 3. and that of Artaxerxes to a/l the people of 
djvael, vii. 13. and no doubt but many of the 
Mraelites took advantage of thefe decrees, and 
returned with Zerubbabel and Ezra to their own 
cities : but {till the main body of the ten tribes 
remained behind ; and if the whole did not re- 
turn at this time, they cannot be fuppofed to 
have returned in a body at any time after, for we 
do not read of any fuch circumftance in hiftory, 
neither of the time or occafion of their return, 
The celebrated Dean Prideaux fays, ‘* the ten 
** tribes of Ifrael, which had feparated from the 
houfe of David, were brought to a full and 
“utter diftruction, and never after recovered 
themfelves again. For thofe who were thus 
carried away: (excepting only fome few, who 
Joining themfelves to the Jews in the land of 
their captivity returned with them) foon going 
Into the ufages and idolatry of the nations 
among whom they were planted (to which 
they were too much addicted while in their 
own land) after a time became wholly ab- 
forbed, and fwallowed up in them, and thence 
utterly lofing their name, their language 
‘6 and their memorial, were never after fpo- 

ken of.” : 

But if the whole race of Ifrael became thus 
*xtinct and perifhed for ever, it may be afked how 
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can the numerous prophecies be fulfilled which 
promife the future converfion and reltoration of 
Ifrael as wel] as Judah? The truth we conceive 
to lie between thefe two opinions. Neither did 
they all return to Jerufalem, nor did all who re- 
mained behind comply with the idolatry of. the 
Gentiles, among whom they lived. But whether 
they remained, or whether they returned, this pro- 
phecy of Tfaiah was ftill fulfilled ; the kingdom, 
the commonwealth, the ftate of Urael was utter- 
ly broken; they no longer fubfifted as a diftiné 
people from Judah, they no longer maintained a 
feparate religion, they joined themfelves to the 
Jews from whom they had been unhappily di- 
vided, they loft the name of Hrael as a name of 
diftinétion, and were thenceforth all in common 
called Jews. ; 

It appears from the book of Efther, that there 
were great numbers of Jews in all the hundred 
twenty and feven provinces of the kingdom of 
Ahafuerus or Artaxerxes Longimanus king of 
Perfia, and they could not all be the remains of 
the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, who had 
refufed to return to Jerufalem with their brethren; 
they muft, at leaft many of them, have becn the 
defcendants of the ten tribes whom the kings of 
Affyriahad carried away captive; but yet they are 
all fpoken of as one and the fame people, and all, 
without diftinction, are denominated Jews. 

We read in the acts of the Apoftles, that there 
went to Jerufalem, to celebrate the featt of Pen- 
tecoft, Parthians and Medes, and Elamites, and thz 
Gwellers in Mecfopotamiz, Acts ii. 9g. Thele men 
came from the countries wherein the ten tribes had 
been placed,'and, in all probability, were therefore 
fome of their pofterity ; but yet thefe, as well as 
the reft, are ttiled Jews, devout men, out of erry 
nation under heaven, Atts ii. 5. Thofe likewile 
of the ten tribes, who returned to Jerufalem, u- 
nited with the ten tribes of Judah and Benjamin, 
and formed but one nation, one body of Jews. 
They might, perhaps, for fome ages, have pre~ 
ferved their genealogies ; but they are now incor- 
porated together, and the diflinction of tribes and 
families is, in a great meafure, loft among them, 
and they have all, from the Babylonifh captivity 
to this day, been comprehended under the gene- 
ral name of Jews. 

There were many perfons of all the ten tribes 
in being during the time of St. Paul’s miniftry ; 
for he ipeaketh of the twelve tribes hoping to ai- 
tain to the promife of God, Acts xxxvi. 7. and St. 
James addreffes his epittle to the twelve tribes 
which are {cattered abroad, Jamesi. 1. And there 
is no doubt but there are many of the defcendants 


| of theten tribes of Ifrael ftill in being, though they 


cannot be feparated from the reft. They are al] 
confounded with the other Jews, and there ts no 
difference between them. Whe Samaritans, in- 
deed, (of whom there are fill fome remains at 
Sichem, and the neighbouring towns) pretend to 
be the defcendants of the children of Ifracl, 
but they are really derived from thofe nations 
which Ffarhaddon, king of Affyria, planted in 
the country, after he had carried thence the 
ten tribes into captivity. And it is for this rea- 
fon that the Jews call them by no other name 
than Cuthites, which was t.e name of the princi- 
pal perfon of thoie nations. Vhev exclaim againit 
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them as the worft of heretics, and, if poffible, 
have a greater averfion to them than to the Chrif- 
tians. 

It may, perhaps; be afked by fome what could 
be the reafon that fuch a material difference and 
diftin€tion fhould be made between the two tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin and the ten tribes of If- 
rael, Why the latter fhould be, as it were, loft 
in their captivity, and the former reftored, and 
preferved feveral ages after. To this it is anfwer- 
ed, that the ten tribes had totally revolted from 
God to the worfhip of the golden calves in Dan 
and Bethel; and for this, and their idolatry and 
wickednefs, they were fuffered to remain in the 
land of their captivity. The Jews were reftored, 
not fo much for their own fakes as for the fake of 
the promites made unto their forefathers, namely, 
the promife toJudah that the Meffiah fhould come 
of his tribe, and the promife to David that the 
Meffiah fhould be born of his family. J¢ was there- 
fore neceffary for the the tribe of Judah, and the 
families of that tribe, to be kept diftin& until the 
Divine difpenfation fhould be accomplifhed, But 
fince theie ends have been fully anf{wered, the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin are as much con- 
founded as any of the reft: all diftinction of fa- 
milies and genealogies is loft among them; and 
(as Bifhop Chandler obferves) the Jews them- 
felves acknowledge as much in faying, that when 
the Meffiah fhall come, it will be part of his 
office “ to fort their families, reftore their gene- 
alogies, and fet afide ftrangers.” 

In what an aftonifhing manner does it engage 
the attention of the molt ferious, when they re- 
fleét on che prefervation of the Jews through fo 
many ages, notwithftanding the great efforts that 
have been made, at different periods, totally to 
extirpate them, and that, inftead of themfelves, 
all their enemies have been finally reduced. But 
wonderful as thefe events may appear, they are 
ftill made much more fo by their being fignified 
beforehand by the fpirit of prophecy, as we find 
particularly in. the prophet Jeremiah, Fear not 
ther, O Fach my fervant, faith tke Lord, Jor I 
anr with thee, for I will moke a full end of all the 
nations whither I bave driven thee, but I will not 
make a full cnd of thee. Jer. xlvi. 28. 

Of all the aftonifhing things we meet with both 
in antient and modern hiftories, there is not cer- 
tainly any to be found fo remarkably fingular as 
that of the prefervation of the Jews to the pre- 
fent period of time. They have been difperfed 
among all nations, and yet they are not con- 
founded with any. They flow into all parts of 
the world, mix with all nations, and yet keep 
feparate from all. They ftill live as a diftindt 
people, and yet they do not live any where ac- 
cording to their own laws: they neither eleé& 
their own magiftrates, nor enjoy the full exercife 
of their religion. Their folemn feafts and fa- 
erifices are limited to one certain place, and that 
hath been now, for many ages, in the hands of 
ttrangers and aliens, who will not fuffer them to 
come thither. No people on the whole face of 
the earth have continued unmixed fo long as they 
have done. The northern nations have come 
in great multitudes into the more fouthern parts 
of Europe; but where are they now to be dif- 
cerned and diftinguifhed? The Gauls went forth 
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in gréat bodies to feek their fortune in foreign 
parts; but what traces or footfteps of them ar 
now femaining any where? In France, who can 
fepatate the race of the antient Gauls from the 
various other people, who, from time to time, 
have fettled there? In Spain, who can diftinguih, 
exactly between the firft pofleffors the Spaniards, 
and the Goths and Moors, who conquered and 
kept poffeffion of the country for fome time? 
In England, who can pretend to fay with cer. 
tainty which families are derived from the antienr 
Britains, and which from the Romans, or Saxons, 
or Danes, or Normans? The moft antient and 
honourable pedigrces can be traced up only toa 
certain period, and beyond that there is nothing 
but conjecture and uncertainty, obfcurity and 
ignorance. But the Jews can go up higher than 
any nation: they can even deduce their pedigree 
from the beginning of the world. They may 
not know from what particular tribe or family 
they are defcended, but they know certainly that 
they all fprung from the ftock of Abraham, 
And yet the contempt with which they have been’ 
treated, and the hardfhips which they have un- 
dergone in almoft all countries, fhould, one 
would think, have made them defirous to forget 
or renounce their original; but they profefs it, 
they glory in it: and aiter fo many wars, maf- 
facres, and perfecutions, they ftill fubGf, they 
ftill are very numerous: and what but a fuper- 
natural power could have preferved them in fuch 
a manner as none other nation upon earth hath 
been preferved ? 

At the fame time that we behold with afto- 
nifhiment the wife difpenfations of Providence in 
having protected the Jews even to the pre- 
fent period, we cannot, without equal a{tonifh- 
ment, reflect on the circumftance of his having 
been pleafed likewife utterly to deftroy their 
enemies. The firlt oppreffors of the Jews were 
the Egyptians, who detained the.n from their own 
land, compelled them into captivity, treated them 
with great cruelty, and kept thein for inany years 
in bondage. The Affyrians carried away cap- 
tives the ten tribes of Ifrael, and the Babylonians 
afterwards the two remaining tribes of Judah 
and Benjamin. The Syro-Macedonians, efpe- 
cially Antiochus E:piphanes, cruelly pertecuted 
them: and the Romans utterly diffolved the 
Jewith ftate, and difperfed the people fo that 
they have never been able to recover their city 
and country ever fince. 

And where are now thefe great and famous 
monarchies, which, in their time, fubdued and 
oppreffed the people of God? Are they not 
vanifhed, and not only their power, but almott 
even their very names loft on the earth? The E- 
gyptians, Affyrians, and Babylonians were over- 
thrown, and entirely fubjugated by the Perli- 
ans: and the Perfians (it is remarkable) were 
the reftorers of the Jews, as well as the de- 
ftroyers of their enemies. The Syro-Macedo- 
nians were fwallowed up by the Romans: and 
the Romanempire, great and powerful as it was, 
was broken into pieces by the repeated incurfi- 
ons of the northern nations ; while the Jews.are 

| fubfitting as a diftin€& people to this day. And 
how wonderful is it tothink that the vanquished 


? fhould fo many ages furvive the victors, eo 
the 


Crae. VII. 
the former be fpread all over the world while 
the latter are no more ! 7 ; 

The Divine vengeance hath not. only punifhed 

nations for their cruelties to, the Jews, but hath 
likewife purfued even fingle perfons who have 
been their perfecutors and oppreffors. ‘The firft- 
born of Pharaoh was deftroyed, and he himfelf; 
with his hoft drowned in the Red Sea: Mott of 
thofe who oppreffed Ifrael itr the days of the 
udges came to an untimely end: Nebuchad- 
nezzar was ftricken with madnefs; and the crown 
was foon transferred from his family to ftrangers. 
Antiochus Epiphanes died in great agonies, 
with ulcers and vermin iffuing from his body; 
fothat the filthinefs of him not only became in- 
tolerable to his attendants, but even to himfelf. 
Ucrod, who was acruel tyrant to the Jews, died 
in the like miferable manner. Flaccus, ge- 
vernor of Egypt, who barbaroufly plundered 
and oppreffed the Jews of Alexandria, was after- 
wards banifhed and flain. And Caligula, who 
perfecuted the Jews, for refufing to pay Divine 
honour to his ftatues, was murdered in the flower 
of hisage, after a fhort and wicked reign. 

Pur, fince the Jews have abfolutely rcjeéted 
the golpel, and been no longer the people of 
God, there have not been any vifible imanifefta- 
tions of a Divine interpofition in their favour. 
Asa punifhment for their infidelity they have, 
for many years paft, been difperfed all over the 
world without having either a temporal or a fpi- 
ritual protector. ‘They are detefted in all parts 
where they inhabit, and are the univerfal fcolF 
and ridicule of the people of all nations. 

Another moft diftinguifhed and memorable in- 
itsnce of the truth of prophecy is, the defolation 
of Judea. This prophecy was foretold fo long 
aso as the time of Mofes, Lewill fcatter you amonz 
the heathen, and will draw out a fword after you ; 
wutveur land [ball be defolate, and your cities wafte, 
Levit. xxvi. 33. It was likewife foretold by the 
prophet Ifaiah, who (fpeaking, as prophets fre- 
quently did, of things future as prefent) fays, 
leur country is defolate, your cities are burnt with 
fees vour land, Rrangers devour it in your prefince, 
eid it is deflate as overthrown by ftrangers. 
dnd the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage ina 
vineyard, as a lodge in a garden cf cucumbers, as 
alofeged city, Maiah i. 7, 8,9. This laft paflage 
may immediately relate to the times of Ahaz 
and Tfezekiah; but it muft have a farther refe- 
rence to the devaftations made by the Chaldeans, 
and efpecially by the Romans. In this fenfe it 
's underftood by moft antient interpreters; and 
the folowing words imply no lefs than_a general 
dcftruction, and almoft total excifion of the peo- 
ple, fuchas they fuffered under the Chaldeans, 
but more fully under the Romans; Except the 

Lird of Hefts had left unto usa very fmallrem- 

ty ce foculd have been as Sedom, and we foould 
@ decn like unto Gomorrah. 

The fame thing is expreffed or implied in 
tther places: and hath not the ftate of Judea 
how for many ages been exactly anfwerable to 

| this defcription? That a country fhould be de- 
| Populated, and defolated by the incurfions and 
| depredations of foreign armies is nothing won- 
erful: but that it fhould lie fo many ages in 
is miferable condition is more than man can 
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forefee, and be could revealed only by the Divine 
will, Se aA 

The long wretchednefs of the land of Judea 
in being forfaken by its original inhabitants and 
left defolate and uncultivated; has furnifhed 
fome arguments for fuch as are enemies to the 
Chriftian religion. They fay thar, fo barren a 
country could never have been a land flowing 
with milk and honey, nor have fupplied and main-- 
tained fuch multitudes as it is reprefented to have: 
done. But they do not fee or confider, that 
hereby the prophecies are fulfilled; fo that it 
is rather an evidence for the truth of our reli-- 
gion, than any argument ¢gaintt ic. 

If we may believe the concurrent teftimony 
of thofe who beft know it (namely, the people 
‘who inhabited it) the land of Judea was formerly 
a good and fertile country. Both Arifteas and 
Jofephus fpeak largely in commendation of its 
fruitfulnefs : and tho’ fomething may be allowed 
to national prejudices, yet they would hardly 
have had the confidence to affert a thing; which 
all the world could eafily contradi& and difprove. 
Nay there are even heathen authors who bear tcfti- 
mony to the fruitfulnefs of the land: tho’ we 
prefume, that after the Babylonifh captivity it 
never recovcred to be again what it was before. 
Strabo deferibes indeed the country about Jeru- 
folem as rocky and barren, but he commends 
other parts; particularly about Jordan and Jeri- 
cho. Hfecataeus (quote.| by fofephus) giveth it 
the character of one of tie beft and meft fertile 
countries. And Tacitus faich, thae ic raineth 
feldom, the foil is fruitful, fruitsabound as with 
us, and befides them the balfam and palin trees. 

And notwithftanding the long defolation of 
the .Jand, there are ftill vifible fuch marks and 
tokens of fruitfulneis, as may cenvince any 
man that it once deferved the character, which 
is given of it in the tacred writings, 

To fatisfy thofe who may be doubrful of the 
truth of this affertion, we fhall take notice of 
the obfervations made by + r. Maundrelland Dr. 
Shaw, two ingenious travellers of our own na- 
tion. The firft of thefe fays, ‘© All along 
*¢ this day’s travel from Kane t.eban to Beer, 
‘© and allo as far as we could fee round, the 
“* country difcovered a quite different face from 
“* what it had before; prefenting nothing to 
“© the view in moft places, but naked rocks, 
“© mountains, and precipies. At fight of which, 
«© pilgrims are apt to be much altonifhed and 
“ baulked in their expeétations ; finding that 
“ country in fuch an inhofpitable condition, 
“© concerning whofe pleafantnefs and plenty they 
“ had before formed in their minds fuch high 
** ideas from the defcription given of it, in 
“* the word of God: infomuch that it almoft 
‘¢ ftartles their faith when they reflect how it 
“ could be poffible for a Jand like this, to fupply 
«© food for fo prodigious a number of inhabi- 
“© tants, as are faid to have been polled in the 
“ twelve tribes at one time; the fum given 
“in by Joab 2 Sam. xxiv, amounting to no 
“, lefs than thirteen hundred thoufand fighting 
< men, befides women and children. But ir 
** is certain that any man, who is not a little 
“© biaffed to infidelity before, may fee, as he 
** paffes along, arguments enough to eared 
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his faith againft fuch fcruples. For 1t is ob- 
vious for any one to obferve, that thefe rocks 
and hills muft have been anciently covered 
with earth, and cultivated, and made to con- 
tribute to the maintenance of the inhabi- 
tants, no lefs thanif the country had been all 
plain: nay perhaps as much more; forafmuch 
as fuch a mountainous and uneven furface af- 
fords a larger fpace of ground for cultivation, 
than this country would amount to, if it were 
all reduced to a perfect level. For the huf- 
banding of thefe mountains their manner 
was to gather up the ftones, and place them 
in feveral lines, along the fides of the hills, 
in form of a wall. By fuch borders they 
fupported the mold from tumbling or being 


wafhed down; and formed many beds of 


excellent foil, rifing gradually one above 
another, from the bottom to the top of the 
mountains. Of this form of culture you fee 
evident footfteps, wherever you go on all the 
mountains in Paleftine. Vhus the very rocks 
were made fruitful. And perhaps there is 
no {pet of ground in this whole land, that 
was not formerly improved, to the produc- 
tion of fomething or other, miniftering to 
the fuftenance of human life. For than the 
plain countries nothing can be more fruitful, 
whether for the production of corn or cattle, 
and confequently of milk. The hills, though 
improper for all cattle except goats, yet being 
dilpofed into fuch beds as are before de- 
feribed, furved very well to bear corn, melons, 
gourds, cucumbers, and fuch like garden 
{tutt, which makes the principal food of thefe 
countries for feveral months in the year. The 
moft rocky parts of all, which could not well 
be adjufted in that manner for the produétion 
of corn, might yet ferve for the plantation of 
vines and olive-trees; which delight to ex- 
tract, the one its fatnefs, the other its fpright- 
ly juice, echieAy out of fuch dry and flinty 
places. And the great plain joining to the 
dead fea, which by reafon of its faltnefs might 
be thought unferviceable both for cattle, 
corn, olives and vines, had yet its proper ufe- 
fulnefs for the nourifhment of bees, and for 
the fabric of honey; of which Jofephus gives 
us his teftimony, De Bell. Jud. Lib. 5, Cap. 4. 
And T have reafon to believe it, becaufe when 
I was there, I perceived in many places a fincll 
of honey and wax, as ftrong as if one had 
been in an apiary. Why then might not 
this country very well maintain the vait num- 
ber of its inhabitants, being in every part fo 
productive of either milk, corn, wine, oil, 
or honey, which are the principal food of thefe 
eaftern nations ? the conftitution of their 
bodies, and the nature of their clime, in- 
chning them to a more abftemious diet 
than we ule in England, and other colder 
regions.” 

In the defeription which Dr. Shaw gives he 


afferts, that “ were the Holy Land as well peo- 
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pled and cultivated, as in former times, it 
would be {till more fruitful than the very belt 
part of the coaft of Syria and Pheenice; for 
the foil atfelf (fays he) is generally much 
richer, and all things confidered, viclds a 
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more preferable crop. Thus the cotton that 
is gathered in the plains of Ramah, Efdrae 
lon and Zebulon, is in greater elteem shan 
what is cultivated near Sidon and Tripot . 
neither is it poffible for pulfe, wheat or a: 
fort of grain, to be more excellent than what 
1s commonly fold in Jerufalem. The bar. 
rennefs or fearcity rather, which fome authors 
may either ignorantly or malicioufly complain 
of, does not proceed from the incapacity of 
natural unfraitfulnefs of the country, but from 
the want of inhabitants, and the great averfion 
there is to labour and induftry in thofe few 
who poffefs it. 

“* There are befides fuch perpetual difcords 
and depredations among the governors, who 
fhare this fine country, that allowing it was 
better peopled, yet there would be fmall en. 
couragment to fow, when it was uncertain who 
fhould gather in the harveft. Osherwife the 
land is a good land, and {till capable of afford. 
ing its neighbours the like fupplies of corn 
and oil, which it is known to have done in the 
time of Solomon. The parts particularly a. 
bout Jerufalem, being deferibed to be rocky 
and mountainous, have been therefore fup- 
pofed to be barren and unfruighul. Yer grant- 
ing this conclufion, which is tar from being 
juft, a kingdom is not to be denominated bar. 
ren or unfruitful from one part of it only, bur’ 
from the whole. Nay farther, the blefing 
that was given to Judah, was not of the fine 
kind with the bleffing of Afher or of Ifachar, 
that hrs bread fhculd be fot, or his land Jlrontd be 
pleafant, but that his eves fhould be red wth 
wine, cnd bis tecth fhould le white wth milk 
Gen. xliv. 12. Mofes alfo maketh milk and 
honey (the chicf dainties, and fubfittence of 
the earlier ages, as they continue to be of the 
Bedowcen Arabs) to be she glory of ell lands: 
all which productions are either actually enjoy- 
ed, orat leaft might be by proper care ‘and 
application. Vhe plenty of wine alone is 
wanting at prefent; yet from the goodness of 
that little, which is {till made at Jerufalemand 
Hebron, we find that thefe barren rocks (as 
they are called) might yeild a much greater 
quantity, if the abftemious Turls and Arab 
would permita further increafe and improve- 
ment to be made of the vine, &e.” 

The prophets Jeremiah, Maiah, and others, 


net only foretold the defolation of the country 
of the Jews, and their difperfion through ali parts 
of the werld, but likewiie their infidelity in dif 
believing the Medfiah, and what would be the 
confequences that would refult therefrom. Of 
this there are numcrous inflances ; but it will be 
fufficient to produce one or two paffages froin 


the prophet Ifaiah. 


Who beth belvevea our tt 


port? ant to wkoin isthe avin cf the Lord reveales? 


Haiah lite gy. 


Thefe words “both St. John aad 


St. Paul have exprefsly applied to the unbelieving 


Jews of their time. 


Vhe prophet likewife al- 


figns the realon why they would not reccive the 
Meffiah, namely, becaufe of his low and afflicted 
condition ; and it is certain that they rejected 
him on this account, having all along expett 

him to come as a temporal prince and-delivertt 


in great power and glory. 


Tfaiah 


Cuap. VIL. : Of the Prophecies of JEREMIAH, Isaran, €&¥e, 457 


Ifaiah had been commiffioned to declare unto || thought, or faid, that his nation would, in pro- 
the people the judgments of God for their infi- cefs of time, become an infidel and reprobate 
delity and difobedience. And he faid, Go ye |} nation, infidel and reprobate for many ages, op- 
ond well this people, hear ye indeed, but under || preffed by man, and forfaken by God? It was 

and not, and fee ye indeed, but perceive not. Make || mbre than 7 go yéars before Clirift, that Tfaiah 

the kearts of this people fat, and make their ears || ptediéted thefe things; and how could he have 

heavy, and fhut their eyes, left they fee with their fo done, unlefs he had been illuminated by the 

eves, and hear with their ears, and underfand with || Divine vifion: or how could they have fucceeded 

their heart, and convert, and be bealed. Uaiah vi. |} accordingly, unlefs the {pitit of prophecy had 
: been the Spirit of God ? 

Of the like nature are the prophecies ¢concern- 
ing the Galling and obedience of the Gentiles. 
How could fick an event be forefeen hundreds 
of years before ithappencd? But the prophets 
are full of the glorious fubjeét, and fpeak with 
delight and rapture of the univerfal kingdom of 
the Mcffiah: that God woud give unto him the 
heathen for bis inberitance, aid the ultermoft parts 
of the earth for bis p:jcfion, Pfal. ii. 8. Thar 
all the ends of the world fhould rememb:r and turn 
unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations 
fhould worfhip befcre bin, Pfal. xxii. 27. het 
in the laft days the motniain of the House of the 
Lord flould ke chablifued in the top cf the mcun- 
tains, and foould be exalted abcve the bills, aid all 
people foould flew unto it, Micah iv. 1. (which 
paffage is alfo to be found in Ifaiah, ii. 2.) That 
from the rifing of the fun even unto the going down 
of the fame, my name fhall be great Ganong the 
Gentiles, and in every place incenfe fhall be offered 
unto my nam?, and a pure offering ; for my name 
Jball be great among the heathen, faith the Lord of 
hofts, Malachi i. it. 

But the prophet Ifaiah is more copious upon 
this as well as other evangelical fubjects: and his 
49th and 6oth chapters treat particularly of the 
glory of the church in the abundant accefs of 
the Gentiles. Jt is a light thing shit thou foouldt 
be my fervant to raife up the tribes of Facob, and 
to reftore the prefervcd of Ifrael: I will alfo give 
thee for a light to the Gentilet, that thou maye/t be 
my falvation unto the end of the earth, \faiah xlix. 
6. Andagain, Arife, fhine, for thy light is come, 
and the giory of the Lord is rifen upon thee. The 
Gentiles (hall come to thy light, and kings to the 
trightne/s of thy rifing. The abundance of the [ea 
fall be converted unto thec, the forces of the Gen- 
tiles fhall come unto thee, &c. faiah Ix. 1. 3, 
$, &e. 

The Jews have applied thefe prophecies to the 
profelytes whom they have gained in the different 
nations unto which they have been difperfed : 
but thisis no lefs abfurd than vain. The number 
of their profelytés was very inconfiderable, and 
nothing to anfwer thefe pompous defcriptions. 
Neither was their religion ever defigned by its 
founder for an univerfal religion, their worfhip 
and facrifices being confined to one certain place, 
whither all the males were obliged to repair thrice 
every year; fo that it was plainly calculated for 
a particular people, and could never become the 
religion of the whole world. There was indeed 
to be a religion, which was to be defigned for all 
nations, to be preached in all, and to be rc- 
ceived in all: but what profpeét or probability 
was there that fuch a generous inftitution fhould 
proceed from fuch 4 narrow-minded people as 
the Jews, or that the Gentiles fhould ever re- 
ceive a religion from the very people whom they 
moft hated and defpifed? Was it not much 
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a In the ftile of fcripture the prophets are faid 
to do what they declare will be done: and in like 
manner Jeremiah is faid to be fet over the nations, 
and cur the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull 
down, and to deftroy, and to ttrow down, to build 
and 1. flant: (Jer. i. 10.) becaufe he was au-. 
thorifed to make known the purpofes and de- 
crees of God, and becaufe thefe events would 
follow in confequence of his prophecies. Make 
the Leort of this p ople fat, is therefore as much 
as to fay, Denounce my judgments upon this pécp-cy 
that ther heart foall be fai, and their ears heavy, 
and their eyes [hues left they fee with their eyes, aud 
hear with their ears, and underftand w.th th ir 
heart, and convert, and be healed. This prophe- 
cy might relate in fome meafure to the {tate of 
the Jews before the Babylonifh captivity ; but it 
did not receive its full completion till the days of 
our Saviour: and in this fenfe it is underftood 
and applied by the writers of the New Tefta- 
ment, and by our Saviour himfelf. ; 

The prophet is then informed, that this infi- 
delity and obftinacy of his countrymen fhould 
be of long duration. Then fad J, Lord, how | 
long ? And be anjwered, Until the cities be wafted 
without inbabitant, and the houfes without man, 
and the land be utterly defolate; And the Lord 
iave removed men far away, and there be a great 
Jorfaking tn the midft of the land, What a re- 
markable gradation is here in the denouncing 
of thefe judgments! Not only Jerufalem and 
the cities foould be wafted without inhabitants, but 
even the fingle Acufes fhould be without men, 
and not only the boufes of the cities fhould 
be without man, but even the country fhould 
be utterly defo'ate; and not only the people 
fhould be removed out of the dend, but the 
Levi fhould remove them far away; and they 
fhould not be removed for a fhort period, but 
there fhould be @ great or rather @ long forfaking 
ia the midft of the land. 

And hath not the world feen all thefe particu- 
lars exactly fulfilled? Have not the Jews la- 
boured under a fpiritual blindnefs and infatuation 
In hearing but not underftanding, in feeing but not 
percerving, the Meffiah, after the accomplifh- 
ment of fo many prophecies, after the perform- 
ance of fo many miracles? And in confequence 
of their refufing to convert and be healed, have not 
their cities been wafted without inhabitant, and their 
toufes without man? "ath not their land been 
ulterly defolate 2? Tlave they not been removed far 
sway into the moft diftant parts of the earth? 
And hath not their removal or banifhment been 
how upwards of 1700 years duration? Do they 
hot {till continue deaf and blind, obftinate and 
unbelieving ? 

At the time of the delivery of this prophecy 
the Jews gloried in being the pecular people of 
God, and would any Jew of himfelf have either 
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more likely that the Jews would ‘be corrupted by” 
the idolatrous nations around them, and be in- 
duced to comply with the maxims of their pow- 
erful neighbours, than that they fhould be the hap- 
py inflrumenis of reforming the world, and con- 
verting fome of all nations to the worfhip of the 
true God ? 

It is farther intimated by the prophet, that 
this revolution (the greateft that ever happened 
in the religious world) fhould be effected by a 
few people of low rank and education. / Liftle one 
Shall beccine a thoujand, and a fall one a ftrong 
nation, Vaiah Ix. 22. 

The commiffion given by Our Bleffed Saviour 
to his apoltles was, Go, tecch all nations, And 
who were the perfons to whom this commiffion 
was given® “Was it to thofe who might have 
been thought but qualified to carry it into ex- 
ecution, fuch as the rich, the wife, the mighty 
of this world? No: they were chicfly a few 
poor fifhermen, of low parentage and education, 
of no learning cr eloquence, of no policy or ad- 
drefs, of no werldly repute or authority, def- 
pifed as Jews by the reft of mankind, and as 
the meanefl and wortt of Jews by the Jews them- 
felves. Vhefe were the perfons (itrange and 
wonderful as It may appear) who were to contend 
with the prejudices of all the world, the fuper- 
flitions of the people, the interefts of the pricfts, 
the vanity of philofophers, the pride of rulers, 
the malice of Jews, the learning of Greece, and 
the power of the Roman empire. 

This great revolution was not only to be 
brovght about by a few perfons of mean birth, but 
it was likewife to be effeted in a very fhort fpace 
of time. f tbe Led cdl baften it in |is time, 
Tfaiah Ix. 22. 

After the afcenfion of Our Saviour the number 
of the difciples tegether was about an hundred aid 
twenty, Acts 1.15. but they foonincreafed and mul- 
tiplicd. The firft fermon preached by St. Peter 
added unto them ehont three theufand fouls, A&ts 
ui, ta. and the fecond made up the number alout 
five thor fun’, As iv. 4. 

In the fpace of forty years, previous to the 
final deflruGtion of Jerutalem, the gofpel had 
been fo fpread, that it was preached in almoft 
every region of the then known world. In the 
reign of Conflantine the Great, Chriftianity be- 
came the religion of the empire; and after 
having fuffercd a little under Julian it entirely 
prevailed and triumphed over paganifin and ido- 
datry, and {till does prevail in the moft civilized 
and improved parts of the earth. All this was 
more than man could forefee, and much more 
than man could execute : and we expericice the 
good effects of thefe prophecies to this day. 

‘The fpeedy propagation of the golpe] could 
not have been cffected by perfons fo unequal to 
the tafk, if the fame Divine Spirit who foretold 
it had not likewife afifted them in it, according 
to the promife, Le Lerd will haften it in kis 
tizze. In fhort, we may be as certain as if we had 
beheld it with our own eyes, that the matter re- 
ally was as reprefented by the Evangelift, 7 Zey 
went forth and freacked every where, the I erd 
working wiib them, and confirming the werd with 
Signs following, Mark xvi. 20. : 

But neither the prophecies concerning the 
Gentiles, nor thofe concerning the Jews, have 
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| yet received their full and entire completion, 
‘Our Saviourhath not yethad the attermoft pars 
of the earth for his poffeffon: Pfal. ii. 8 All thy 
ends of the earth have not yet turned unto the 
Lord: xxii. 27. All people, nations, and languages, 
have not yet ferved him: Dan. vii. 14. Thefe 
things have hitherto been only partially, but the 

will, in time, be even literally fulfilled. Neither 
are the Jews yet made an. eternal excellency, a joy 
of many generations, Uf. \x.15. The time-is nor 
| yet come, when violence fhall no more be beard ji 
the land, wfting nor deftruftion witkin their bor. 
| ders. ver. 18. God’s promifes to them are nor 
yet fulfilled to the extent. Behold, will take the 
children - of Ifracl fiom among the heathen, whj- 
ther they be gene, end will gather them cn every 
Side, and bring them into their own land. And 
they foall dwell in tke land that I bave given un- 
to Focob my fervaut, even they and their children, 
and their childrens children for ever, aud my ferm 
vant David foall be their prince for ever. Ezek. 
KXXVIl. 21, 25. Thon fhall they knew that fam 
the Lord their God, who caufed then to te led sm- 
to captivity emong the hrathen, tut Ihave goa 
thered them unto their on land, and beve tft 
none of them any more there,  Iscither will I hide 
my face any more from ther, for I have pourcd 
out ny {pitt wren the bine of Tjvael, fanth tre 
Lerd Ged, Ezek. xxxix. 28, 29. : 

Tlowever, what hath already been accom- 
plifhed is a fufficient pledse and earneft of what 
Is yet to come: and we have all imaginable rea- 
fon to believe, fince fo many of thefe prophe- 
cies have been fulfilled, that the rensaining ones 
will be fulfilled alfo: that there will be yet a 
greater harveft of the notions, and the yet un- 
converted parts of the earth will be enlightened 
with the knowledge of the Lord; and that the 
Jews will, in God's good time, be converted to 
Chriftianity, and, upon their converfion, be 
again reftored to their native country. 

The prophecy of Tofea we have already feen 
fulfilled in part, and there is nor the Jeaft reafoa 
to belive but that the whole will be amply ful- 
filled in a proper courte of time. Lhe children of 
Liracl, fays he, foull abide many days without a 
king, and without a prince, anc without a facrifics, 
and without an image (or altar) and without an 
ephed (or prieft to wear an ephod) or sether: 
teraphim (or Divine manifeftations.) Afterword 
Jirall tke children of Ijracl return, and { ex the Lev 
their Ge’, end Shall fray the Lerd and his £OGuIE 5 
a the letter days, Wofea iii. 4, 5. . 

Thus have we taken a ftumimary view of thot 
prophecies contained in the Old Vettament which 
more immediately relate to the prefent {tate and 
condition of the Jews: and what ftronger of 

| more convincing arguments can be given of the 
truth both of the Jewith and the Chriftian rel 
gion? Z 

‘Phe Jews were once the peculiar people e 
God: and (as St. Paul faith) ffete Cod tip 
away Lis people ? God forbid, Rom. xi.1. We fe 
that after fo many ages they are fill preferved 

! by a miracle of Providence, a diftinét peoples 
| anclwhy is fuch a continual miracle exert 

| but for the greater illuttration of the divist 
| truth, and the betreraccomplifhment of the Divit¢ 
promites, as well thofe which are yet to be, 3 
: thofe which are already fulfilled, 
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The great empires and powers which have 
heretofore in their turns, fubdued and oppreffcd 
the people of God are ajl come to Fun ; be- 
caufe, though they executed the Divine pur- 
pofes in oppreffing the Jews, yet thar was 
more than they knew, and their intentions in 
acting as they did were only to gratify their 
own pride and ambition, their own cruelty and 
revenge. And fince fuch hath been the fatal 
end of the enemies and oppreffors of the Jews, 
in former times, it fhould ferve as a warning to 
all thofe who may, at any time, or upon any 
occafion hereafter, be inclined to raife a clamour 
and perfecution again{t them. 

That the Jews are blameable for {till perfift- 
ing in their infidelity, after fo many means have 
been taken to bring them to a fenfe of con- 
viction, there is not the leaft doubt: but this 
gocs not authorize us to profcribe, abufe, injure 
and opprefs them, as Chriftians of more zeal 
than either knowledge or charity have, in all 
ages, been inclined to do. Cbhrrity ts greater 
than feith ; and it is worte in us to be cruel and 
uncharitable, than it isin them to be obftinate and 
unbelieving. Perfecution isthe fpirit of popery, 
and in the worft of popifh countries the Jews 
arethe moft cruelly ufed: but the fpirt of pro- 
teftantifin is toleration and indulgence to weaker 
confciences. 

It may be obferved by fome that fhewing 
compaffion to thefe unhappy people. would be a 
means of defeating the fulfilment of the pro- 
phecies. But this is far from being the cafe: 
they were to be harraffed and opprcfled only by 
wicked nations; the good were to thew mercy 
on them; and we fhould chufe rather to be the 
difpenfers of God's mercies than the executi- 
overs of his judgments. 

If we read the eleventh chapter ‘of St. Paul’s 
Epiitle to the Romans we fhall there fee what 
that great apoftle of the Gentiles (who certainly 
underftood the prophecies better than any of us 
can pretend to do) faith of the infidelity of the 
Jews. some of the Gentiles of his time valued 
theinfelves upon their fuperior advantages, and 
he reproves them for it, that they who were cut 
cit of the elve-iree, which is wild Ly nature, 
and were grafted contrary 10 nature inio a good 
cly--tree, fhould prefume to Loaf azainft the 
actural drenckes, Rom. xi. 18 24. But what 
would he have faid, if they had made religion 
an injtrument of faction, and had been for ftir- 
ing up a perfecution againft them ? 

Chriftians of all denominations fhould con- 
fider and refleét, that it is to the Jews we owe 
the oracles of God, the fcriptures of the New 
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Teftament as wellas the Old. We fhould con- 
fider, that she glosicus cexapany of the apofiics, 
as well as the goodly fel'ocnflin of the prophets, 
were all Jews. We fthou'd confider, that ¢f 
thom as conc rite the filo Cbriff eve, the Savi- 
ourof the world: and furely fomething of kind 
nefs and gratitude is due for fuch infinice obli- 
gations. 

Though the Jews are now broken off, yet they 
are not utterly calt away. Becarfe of undcliers 
as St. Paul argucth, they were Lrcken eff, end 
thou frandcft by fuith 5 be not high-minded, but 
fear, Rom, x1, 20. There will be a time when 
they will be grafted in again, and again become 
the people of God ; for as the apoitle proceeds, 
L would nit lretheren that ye focud be ivio- 
rant of this my firy lft ye foculd be wije ia 
your own conceits) that bhiducfs in pert és hap- 
pened to Ljracl, unto the fulucfs of th: Geitsirs 
becomein, cid fa all Ifracl foal be fuve.’, Rom. 
xi. 25, 25. 

And which now, it may be afked, is the mot 
likely method to contribute to the convertion of 
thefe unhappy people : which are the moft na- 
tural means of reconciling them to us and our 
religion: Is it to be effected by prayer, argu+ 
ment, long-fuffering, gentlenefs and goodness ; 
or by noife, invective, injury and outrage, 
the malice of fome, and the folly and madnets 
of more? They certsinly cannot be worfe now 
than when they crucified the Son of God, and 
perfecuted his apoftles. But what faith Our 
Bleffed Saviour himfelf? Father forgive then, 
for they know not whet they do, Luke xxili. 3.4. 
and what faith his apiftle St. Paul? Bre- 
theren, my beaii’s defire and prayer to Ged 
for Ifvcel is, that they might be faved, Rom. x. 1, 

In conformity to thefe blefied examples our 
church hath alfo taught us to pray for them: 
and how can prayer and perfecution confift and 
agree together? Thofe who encourage perfe- 
cution of any kind are only pretended friends 
to the church, but real enemies to’ religion, 
All true members of the church, all true pro- 
teftants, all true chriftians will, as the apofile 
advifeth, put away all bitrernefs, and wrath, 
and auger, and clameur, and evil fpccking, with 
all malice, Ephef. iv. 31. And they will all 
join heart and voice in that excellent colleé&t— 
Have mercy upon all “fews, Turks, Infidels, cud 
Heretics, and lake from them all ienoi ance, hardue/s 
of heart, and contempt of thy word: and fa 
fetch them home, biefed Lord, to thy flak, that 
they may be faved among the remnant of the 
true Ifraelites, and be made one fold under one 


Joepherd, Fefus Chrifi our Lord. 
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Of the Prophecies concerning the antient city of Ninaven, once the metro- 
polis of the Affyrian empire. 


a firft great prophecies contained in the 
Old Teftament are thofe which more im- 
mediately relate to the Jews themfelves who were 
once the peculiar people of God; and the prin- 
cipal fubjeéts of thote prophecies are the various 
changes and revolutions that were to happen in 
the Jewifh church and ftate. But the fpirit of 
prophecy is not confined to the Jews alone: there 
are other fubjects occafionally introduced ; and, 
for the greater manifeftation of Divine Provi- 
dence, the fate of other nations is alfo foretold, 
and more efpecially thofe which lay in the neigh- 
bourhood of Judea, and had intercourfe and 
connection with the Jews. 

Itis much to be lamented, that of thefe eaftern 
nations, and of thefe early times, we have no 
regular hiftories, but only a few fragments which 
have efcaped the general fhipwreck of time. 
From thefe, however, we fee enough to make 
us admire thele wonders of Providence; and 
from thefe are clearly fhown that the condition 
of citics and kingdoms hath been fuch as was 
long ago foretold by the prophets. 

The firtt prophecies we fhall notice on this 
fubje&t are thofe relative to the antient city of 
Nineveh, once the metropolis of the Affyrian 
empire, and whoie inhabitants not only deftroyed 
the kingdom of Ifrael, but likewife greatly op- 
preffed the kingdom of Judah. 

The propher Tfaiah, in denouncing the judg- 
ments of God againit the Affyrians, fays, O Aj- 
frrian, the rodof mine anger, and the flaff in their 
band is mine indignation, Vfaiah x. 3. It was the 
will of Providence that thofe people fhould be 
employed as the minifters of his wrath, and ex- 
ecutioners of his vengeance, againft the perverfe 
and obftinate Jews. J will fend him againft an 
hypocritical nation 5 and againft the people of iy 
aerath will I give bim a charge to take the fpoi!, 
and to take the prey, and to tread them down like 
the mire in the fireets, Waiah x. 6. But it was far 
fron any intent of the Affyrians to execute the 
Divine will, or to chaftife the vices of mankind; 
they only mcant to extend their conquefts, and 
eftablith their own dominion upon the ruins of 
others: . Howdbeit be meaneth not fo, neitker doth 
his beart think fo, Lut it is in bis beart to deftroy, 
end cut cif natiovs not a few, ver. 7. Wherefore 
when they fhall have ferved the purpofes of Di- 
vine Providence, they fhall be feverely punifhed 
for their pride cand ambition, their tyranny and 
cruelty to their neighbours: Werefore it fhall 
come to pafs, that when tke Lord hath perfcrmed 
his whole work upon mount Zion, and on Fernfalem, 
1 ceil punifo the fruit of the flour keart cf the 


king of Alfria, and the glery of his bigh locks, 
ver. 12. 

There was no profpect of fuch an event as 
this, while the Afiyrians were in the mid of 
their fucceffles and triumphs: but ftill the word 
of the prophet prevailed: and it was not long 
after the calamities they brought upon the Jews, 
when the Affyrian empire (properly fo called) 
was overthrown, and Nineveh deftroyed. 

The city of Nineveh was one of the largeft 
and moft antient cities in the world. According 
to the beft chronologers it was built not long af- 
ter the Flood, and very foon after the tower of 
Babel, by Nimrod; but being afterwards great- 
ly enlarged by Ninus, froin him it received its 
name. It was fituated on the banks of the Ti’ 
gtis, and (according to the defcription given of 
it by Diodorus Siculus) was, in length, an hun- 
dred and fifty fladia; in breadth fourfcore and 
ten; and in circuinference, four hundred and 
feventy; which, being reduced to our meafure, 
make it about twenty-one miles long, nine broad, 
and fifty-four round. How great the number 
of its inhabitants was, we may learn from éhe 
Six foore thoufand children who could not aifcern be- 
tween their right hands and thir left, Jonah iv. t1. 
And, according to a proportionate computation 
there muft have been in the whole not lef than 
fix hundred thoufand perfons. 

The inhabitants of Nineveh, like thofe of 
other great cities, abounding in wealth and lux- 
ury, became very corrupt in their morals. In 
confequence of this God was pleafed to commif- 
fion the prophet Jonah to preach unto them the 
neceffity of repentance, as the only means of 
averting their impending deftruction : and fuch 
was the fuccefs of his preaching, that both the 
king and people repented and turned from their 
evil ways, and thereby, for a time, efcaped the 
execution of the Divine judgments. 

But this repentance of the Ninevites, we may 
reafonably prefume, was of no long continuaace; 
for not many years after we find the propher 
Nahum foretelling the totat and entire deftruc- 
tion of the city. Indeed, the whole of his pro- 
phecy relates to this fingle event; and the city 
was accordingly deftroyed by the Medes and Ba- 
bylonians, who, uniting together, {ubverted the 
whole Affyrian empire. 

It is remarkable that the prophet Nahum not 
only foretold the deftruétion of Nineveh, but 


| likewife the manner in which it was to be effected. 


He foretold that the Affyrians fhould be taken 
while they were drunken. For while they && 


Solden together as thorns, and while they are drunken 
as 


Cap. Vill. 


as drunkards, they foall be devoured as fiubble full 
dry, Nahum i. 10. And Diodorus Siculus fays, 
it was while all the Affyrian army were feafting 
«© for their former victories that thofe about Ar- 
« baces (the general of the Median forces) be- 
«“ ine informed by fome detferters of the negli- 
« wence and drunkennefs in the camp of the 
« eneny, aflauited them unexpected By night; 
« and falling on them while they were in the ut- 
« moft diforder, and unprepared, became matters 
« of the camp, flew many of the foldiers, and 
« drove the reft into the city.” 

The prophet Nahum foretels, that the gates 
of the rivers foall be opened, and the palace feall 
ée aifclved, Nahum ii. 6. And Diodorus tells 
us, “ there was an old prophecy, that Nineveh 
« fhould not be taken till the river became an 
« enemy to the city; and in the third year of 
« the fiege, the river being fwoln wich continual 
“ rains overflowed part of the city, and broke 
« down the wall for twenty furlongs: thac the 
« king, thinking the oracle was fulfilled, and 
‘the river become an enemy to the city, built 
« alargc funeral pile in the palace, and collect- 
“ing together all his wealth, and his concu- 
“ bines and eunuchs, burnt himfelf and them 
“in the palace; and the enemy entered the 
“ breach that the waters had made, and took the 
“ city.” : 

Thus we find that what the prophet had pre- 
dicted was literally fulfilled, With an overflowing 
ficd he will make an utter end of the place thereof, 
Wahum i. 8. He likewife promifes the encmy 
much fpoil of gold and filver, Take ye the fpoil 
of fileer, take the [pcil of gold , for there is no end 
of the firre, and glory out cf all the pleafant fur- 
eur, Nahum iit. g. And we read in Diodorus 
Siculus, that Arbaces carried many talents of 
gold and filver to Ecbatane, the royal city be- 
longing to the Medes. 

According to the prophecy of Nahum the city 
was to be deftroyed partly by water and partly by 
fire, Beleld, the gates of thy land thc ll be fet wide 
cpen unio thine enemies: the fire hall devcur thy 
vars, Nahum iii. 13. And we find by Diodorus 
that this literally took place, for after the Medes 
and Babylonians had poffeffed themfelves of the 
city, they fet fire to it, and reduced the greater 
part co athes. 

The prophet Nahum was the principal per- 
fon who foretold the total and entire deftruction 
of the antient city of Nineveh. The Lord 
(aith he) with an over-running flood will make 
an utter end of the place thercof; ke will make 
on utter end affitétion fhall not rife up the fecond 
tue, Chap i. 8.9. Again, Where is the dwelling 
of the lious 2 (meaning Nineveh, whofe princes 
ravazed like lions:) behold, I am againft thee, 
iuth the lord af hofis, and I witl cut off thy prey 
trom the earth and the voice cf thy meffengers 
6. 70 more be keard, Chap. ii. 11.13. And again, 
Thy crowned are as the locufts, end thy captains 
es tee great grafboppers, which camp in the hedges 
m the cold day, but when the fun arifeth, they flee 
weer, and their place is not known. Thy foep- 
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herds flumber, O king of Affpria; thy nolles foal 
dwell in the duft ; thy prople is feattered upon the 
nicuntains, and no man gathereth thin: there is 
no healing of thy brusjes thy wound is gricvous «. 
al! that hecr the brut! of thee faa!l clap the bauds 
over thee; fir upon whon bath not thy cw cked.efs 
paffed continually ?__ chap. lil. 17, 13, 19. 

The prophet Zedckiah likewife, in the days 
of Jofiah king of Judah, foretold the fame m2- 
lancholy event. Yhe Lord will fhvetch out tis 
hand ogatift the north, and deftroy Affyria, and 
will make Nineveh a defclatios, and dry like a til- 
dernefs: and flocks fal lie dewn in the midft of 
her, all the deafts ef the nations; both th: corniu- 
vant and the Littern fall ledge in the upper lintels 
of it; their voice fucl’ fing in the windows; defi- 
lation foall be in the threfholds 5 for he foall unce- 
ver the cedcr werk: this is the rejoicing city that 
dwe't carelefly, that fid im ter heart, 1 am, and 
there is none befide me; how is foe Lecome a dc- 
flitior, a plece for beafts to lie dowit in! every 
one that piffeth by her foal! bifs and wag lis hand, 
Zeph. it. 13, &e. 

It is not to be wondered at that when thofe 
prophecies were at firft delivered, the people 
fhould think it very unlikely they would ever 
be fulfilled. What probability, indeed, was 
there to think that fo great a city, and which 
contained fo many thoufand inhabirants, fhould 
ever be totally deftroyed? And yet, fo totally 
was it deftroyed; that even the place w..ere it 
ftood is now fearcely known. 

It has been already obferved that Nineveh was 
taken and deftroyed by the Medes and Babylo- 
nians; and what we may reafonably fuppof. con- 
tributed to complete its ruin and devaltation was, 
Nebuchadnezzar’s foon afterwards enlarging and 
beautifying of Babylon. From that time no 
mention is made of Nineveh by any of the fa- 
cred writers; and the moft antient of the pro- 
fane authors, who have occafion to fay any thing 
about it, fpeak of it as a city that once w..s great 
and flourifhing, but now deltroyed and defo- 
late. 

The fame accounts ate given of it by all our 
modern travellers, and particularly by Theve- 
not, on whofe authoiity Dean Prideaux, relates, 
thar, “© Moful is fituated on the welt fide of the 
“ river Tigris, where was antiently cnly a fu- 
burb of the Old Nineveh, for the city itfelf 
ftood on the eaft fide of the river, where are 
to be feen fome of its rubbifh of great extent 
even to this day.” 

Another modern traveller fays, “In this coun. 
try the famous city of Nineveh once ftood, on 
the eaftern bank of the river Tigris, oppofite 
to the place where Moful now ftands. There 
is nothing now to be feen but heaps of rub- 
bifh, almoft aleague along the river Tigris, 
oppofite to Moful, which people imagine to 
be the remains of this vaft city.” 

Such hath been the fate of the once great city 
of Nineveh ; in the deftruétion of which is moft 
amply manifted the great truths of the Divine 
predictions ! ; 
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The Prophecies concerning the City of Basyton. 


FTER the deftru€tion of Nineveh, the 
city of Babylon became not only the 
freateft and moft magnificent metropolis in the 
ealt, but in the whole world. It is faid by 
fome to have been firft built by Semiram's, 
gucen of Affyria, while others aflert that it was 
built by Balus the fucceffor of Nimrod. But 
whocver was the firft founder, we may reafon- 
ably fuppofte that it received very great improve- 
ments afterwards, and Nebuchadnezzar, in par 
ticular, enlarged and beaurified it to fuch a de- 
gree, that he may in a manner (as himfelt 
boafis) be faid to have buile it. Js not this 
(fass he) ervet Babaion that Theve built fer the 
heiwfo of the Linzcer, by the wight cf wy power, 
aid fir the bencur cf av mejefly 2 Dan. iv. 30. 
By cre micans or other Babylon became fo great 
and famous acity as to give name to a very 
farce cnupire. It is called in Scripture, gicat 
Barbi, the glory cf &wedsnis3 the becuty of 
ike Cheodves excedincy ; the praife of the whele 
eaifl, Se. And its beauty, ftrength and gran- 
deur, it walls, temples and palaces, are de- 
ferthed with fuch pomp and magnificence by 
profane authors, that it mut defervedly have 
been reputed one of the wonders of the 
world. 
It mieht naturally have been imagined that 
_fuch acity as this was in no danger of ever be- 
ing abandoned, and much more of its coming 
to deftruétion. Sucha city as this might furely, 
with Iels vanity than any other, boaft that fhe 
theuld continue for ever, which, indeed, was 
the cate. J fluli le a lady for evir, Lam, and 
pete oe defles mre: DT feell not fit av a widew, 
neither (ol! LT kucse the lefs of cbiliren, Uaiah 
xvii. 7,8. But this was a prefumptive conftruc- 
tion, for great as it then was the time did come 
when all its fplendor was laid afide, and the 
whole became one continued feene of ruins, 
Vhe inhabitants of Babylon were no Jefs enc- 
mics tothe Jews than thofe of Nineveh. The 
ene fubverted the kingdom of Ifracl, and the 
other the linedom cof Judah: It is therefore 
not to be wondered at that there fhouwld be fe- 
veral prophecies relative to thefe two cilies, and 
that the fare of Babylon fhould be foretold as 
well as that of Nineveh. Sirael is a fealicred 
ficep, the visus hove driven him away, firrft tle 
tne of elivria hath devoured bin, and laft this 
Nbstibedinert 7 Mite of Belyloa hath lrcken bis 
Dhercfere thus faith the Lord of ksits the 
cf Iivacl, Peel’, [ will punifo ike kuig of 
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and transferred the empire from the Bal 


The prophets Ifaiah and Jeremiah very plainly 
and in a particular manner, foretold the deftruc, 
tion of this great city. They both lived during 
the declenfion of the kingdom of Judah, As 
they predicted the captivity of the Jews, fo they 
likewife foretold the downfall of their enemics: 
and they fpeak with fuch affurance of the event 
that they defcribe a thing future as if it were 
already pat. Beixlenis fallen, is fi llen s end ail 
the groven taiges f her gods he hath lroken ante 
the groun’, Vata xxi. g.  Relylon is fudden'y 
fallen ard acfiraved how! for hor, teke balin fi+ 
her pain, if fo le fhe may be healed, Jerenviah 
i. 








Cyrus, who was the conqucrer of Babytoa, 
lonians 
to the Medes and Perfi was parboulaty 
foretold by name many years befere he was 
born, Tfaiah xliv. 28. xiv. 4, Pe is honoured 
with the appellation of the Lera’s enointed, and 
the Lord is taid to Jave bolden Lis right baud 
and to have girced bin. We was certainly a 
perfon of very extreordinary abilities, and wes 
raifed up to be the inftrument of Providence in 
executing great and wile purpotes, 

It was foretold that Cyrus fhould be a erear 
conqueror, that he fhould /uddue nations before 
tin: and 1 will locfe tke loins of kings to open 
befere his the tevc-lecved gates, aud the gates [hei 
uot be frut, Waiah xiv. ay. “Vhis was ftriétly fel- 
filled, for Cyrus fubdued feveral kings, and took 
feveral cities, particularly Sardes and Babylon, 
and extended his congucits over ali Afia, from 
the river Indus to the Atecan Sea, 

Te was likewile foretold that Cyrus fhould find 
@reat pol and treafare among the nations he 
Should conquer. J acid give thee the tre yfiues of 
darkngs, aed hshla riches of feciet places. Tiga 
xiv. 3. And the riches which Cyrus found i 
his congueils were of predizious value, as ap- 
pears from the accounts given us by Piiny. 
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No: 
can we Wonder at it, when we confider that tho!’ 
parts of Ada, at that th: abounded in wealth 
and Juxury.  Babyten had been heaping up tret- 
fures for many years ; and the riches of Crvii 
king of Lydia, whoni Cyrus congnered and wox 
prifoner, are, in a manner, become proverbia 
The prophet Jeremioh not only foretels ie 
deftrucuon of the great city of Babyl np, but 
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hikewife points our the th ac when if is to be U- 
fected,  Dhel nations Vays he, tpeaking of the 
Jows) foal serve the Rae of ha yon fevenly yeais: 
hed of fl couse to fogs xsehem seventy vears oF 
aecsinple {> that Lewill pi fh the hing of Babskts 
ens tot salior, fit the Fave, Jer xxv. 14+ 










f 
This prophecy was delivered, as appears Sy 
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the firft verfe of the chapter, ix the fourth year 
of FSeboial im the fon of 3 ofiah king of Judak, that 

he firft year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Ba- 
bylon 5 from which time there were feventy years 
to the taking of Babylon, and the reftoration of 
the Jews from captivity. Nebuchadnezzar, after 
taking Jerufalem, tranfplanted -the Jews to Ba- 
bylon in order to ftrengthen the place: their re- 
moval from thence mutt, therefore, have greatly 
weakened it; after which it became more and 
more diftreffed, till at length it was finally de- 

red. 
a foretold that various nations fhould 
unite againft Babylon, The nsife of a multitude 
wn the mountains, like és of a great people; a tu- 
noife of the kingdoms of uations gathered 
together 5 the Lord of bofs muftereth the bot of 
ihe buttiey Waiah xii. 4. And particularly it was 
foretold, that the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, 
and Afhchenaz (that is, the Armenians, Phry- 
eians and other nations) fhould compofe part 
of his army. Set ye up a ftandard in the land, 
lacy the trumpet among the nations, prepare the 
notions againft ker, cal! tozethr ageiut ber the 
Miap~duats of Ararat, Mini and Afecsenaz, Jer. 
li. 27. And accordingly Cyrus’s army confifted 
of various nations; and among them were thole 
very people whom he had conquered betore, 
al now obliged co attend hin in tis expedi- 
tion®, 

Tr was foretold that the Babylonians fhould 
he terrified, and hide themfelves within their 
walls. whe mebly ies of Bacylou have fore- 
let to febt, ebey have remained tit their koh!s, 
jhes aiebt hath fathad, they Besant? es were, 
tor die qo. And accordingly we find char, after 
a hattleor two, the Babylonians never recovered 
their courage to face the enemy in the field 
sxains they retired within their walls, and the 
it time that Cyrus came with his army before 
the place, he could not provoke them to venture 
forth and try the fortune of arms, even though 
he fent a challenge to the king to fight with 
him in fingle combat: and the laft time that he 
went, he confulted with his officers about the 
bet method of carrying on the filege, ‘* fince, 
faith he, they do not come forth and fight.” 

It was likewife foretold that the river fhould 
be dried up before the city fhould be taken. 
This appeared very extraordinary indeed, the 
river being more than two furlongs broad, and 
deeper than the height of two men ftanding one 
upon another; fo that the city was thought to be 
fronver and better fortified by the river than 
by the walls. But notwithilanding this the 
prophets predicted that the waters fhould be 
dried up, (fee Ifaiah xliv. 27. Jer. 1. 38. di. 
3%) And accordingly Cyrus turned the courfe 
ef the river Euphrates which ran through the 
mili of Babylon, and, by means of deep 
irenches and the canals, fo drained the waters 
thatthe river became eafily fordable for his fol- 
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* Among thefe who voluntarily affified Cyrus in this un- 
dertaking were the people of Elam, who, though fubjeé& to 
Babylon, rofe upagainit it; and the reafon of their fo do- 
ing 1s thus accounted for by Xenophon. Abradates was vice- 
‘oy or governor of Sufa, or Shufhan, and Shufhan was the 
‘pital cf the province of Elam, Dan, viii. z. His wife 
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diers to enter the city ; and by thofe means Baty. 
lon (which was otherwife impregnable) was taken. 

It was foretold that the city fhould be taken 
by furprize during the time of a feaft. J save 
laid a fucre for thee, and thou ert alfo taker, 
O Babylon, and thon waft ro: axzare, thou art 
found and alfo caught, Jer. 1.24. Ia thei 
heat Iwill! make ibeir feafhs, and £ wll tele 
them drunken, that they necy rejoice, and flcep a 

eepetual fleep, and not wate faite the Tord, 
Jer. li. 7. And accordingly the city was 
taken in the night of a great annual feaft, 
while the inhabitants were dancing, drinking, 
and revelling, and not having the leaft fufpi- 
cion that any immediate danger was at hand. 

Such were the very extraordinary circum- 
{tances that attended the reduétion of Babylon ; 
and how could any man forelee or forets | fuch 
fingular events, fuch remarkable circuaiances, 
without revilation and infpiration fron Go.l! 

lf we examine fil] farther into thefe my- 
fterious affairs, we fhall fec how thefe and other 
prophecies have, by degrees, been fulfilled, for 
in the very nature of the thing, they could not 
be fulfiled allat once. As the prophets often 
fpeak of things to be in future as if they were 
already effected, fo they fpeak otten of things 
to be brought about in proce!s of time as if 
they were to fucceed imimetately, ‘Phe pall, 
prefent, and to come, dre all alkke knowa ty 
infinite wifdom; butie is probable thac tie in- 
termediaze time was not revetied to the ininds 
of the prephers. 

Vhe prophet Paish addretch Bibylon by che 
name of a wrziz, as having never bevore been 
taken by an enemy. Come diwu cid fit ia the 
duff, O virsin den bier of Beilin, fit or the 
ground, Uatah xlvit. tr. And Herodotus faith 
exprefily, that this was the firfe time Babylon 
was taken. After this it never more recovered 
its antient fplendor: frem aa imperial, it becarne 
a tributary city; from being governed by its own 
kings, and governing ftiaagers, ic came itlelf 
to be governed by ftrangers ; and the feat of em- 
pire being tranfplanted to Shuflian, it decayed by 
degrees, till it was at length reduced to urter de- 
folation. 

Weare told by Berofus, that when Cyrus had 
taken Babylon, he ordered the outer walls to be 
pulled down, becaufe the city appeared to him 
very dificult to be taken on that account. And 
Xenophen informs us, that Cyrus obliged the 
Babylonians to deliver up all their ar.ns upon 
pain of death, diftributed their belt houfes 
among his officers, impofed a tribute upon then}, 
appointed a ftrong garrifon, and compelled the 
Babylonians to defray the charge, being deGrous 
to keep then poor as the bet means of hecping 
them obedient. 

But notwithitanding thefe precautions, ther 
rebelled againit Darius, and, i order to hold out 
to the lait extremity, they tock ail their women, 
anct 





Panthea, a lady of the moft exquifite beauty, happened > 
be taken prifoner by the Perfians. Cyrus treated her with 
*fuch generofity, and preicrved her wth foch flricl hanorr 
fafe and inviolate for her huiband, as woo che het of the 
prince, fo thar he and his people revelici to Gyau, aud 
fough: again the Babylorian . 
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and each man choofing one of them out of his 
own family, whom he liked beft, they ftrangled 
the reft, that unneceflary mouths might not con- 
fume their provifions. ‘ And hereby (faith 
Dean Prideaux) was very fignally fulfilled the 
prophecy of Ilaiah againft them, in which he 
foretold, That two things {hould come to them in a 
snoment, in ene day, the lofs of children and widow- 
hood, and that thefe foall come upon them in their 
perfecticn, for the multitude of their fercer-es, and 
the great abundance of their enchantments, VUaiah 
xlvii. 9. And in what greater perfection could 
thefe calamities come upon them, than when 
they themfelves thus upon themielves became 
the executioners of them 2?” They fuftained the 
Gege and all the efforts of Darius for twenty 
months, and at length the city was taken by ftra- 
tazem. As foon as Darius had made himfelf 
maftcr of the place he ordered three thoufand of 
the principal men to be crucified, and thereby 
fulfilled the prophecies of the cruelty which the 
Medes and Perfians fhould ufe towards the Ba- 
bylonians, Ifaiah xili. 17, 18. Jer. 1.42. He 
likewife demolifhed the wall and burnt the gates, 
by which was remarkably fulfilled the prophecy 
of Jeremiah, Thus faith the Lord cf hefts, The 
breed walls of Babylon fhall be utterly broken, and 
ker high gates foall be burnt with fire, Jer. li. 58. 

When Xerxes returned from his unfortunate 
expedition into Greece, partly out of religious 
zeal (being a profeffed enemy to image wortfhip) 
and partly to reimburie himfelf after his immenfe 
expences, he feized upon the treafures, and 
plundered or deftroyed the temples and idols in 
Babylon, thereby accomplifhing the prophecies 
of Wuiah and Jeremiah : Badyicw ts fallen, is fal- 
lens and all ihe graven images of her gods he bath 
frcken unto the ground: Bel loweth down, Nebo 
fiocpeth, VUfaiah xxi. g. Ixvi. 1. Babylon is taken, 
Bel is confounded, Meredach ts broken in pieces, ker 
idols «re coufounded, ker images are breken in pieces. 
And I wil! panifo Belin Babylon, and I will brinz 
firth cut cf his mouth that whi b he kath fwallewed 
wp, Jer. }. 2. li. 44, &c. This part of the pro- 
phecy was moft literally fulfilled, when the vef- 
fels of the Houle of God which Nebuchadnez- 
zar had brought from Jerufalem, and placed in 
the temple of Bel, were reftored by order of 
Cyrus, and carried back to Jerufalem. 

Atter the deflruction of Babylon by the Per- 
fians, Alexander intended to have made it the 
feat of his enipire, and actually fet men at work 
to rebuild the temple of Balus, to repair the 
banks of the river, and to bring back the waters 
into their own channel. But if thefe defigns 
had taken effect, how could the prophecies have 
been fulfilled ? And what providence therefore 
was it, that his defigns did not take effect, and 
that the breaches were never repaired ? He met 
with fome difficulties in the work, and death 
foon after put an end to this and all his other 
projects; and none of his fucceffors ever at- 
tempted it. Seleucia being built a few years 
after in the neighbourhood, Babylon, in a little 
time, became wholly defolate, Seleucia not only 
robbing it of its inhabirants, but (according to 
Pliny) even of its name. 

That the prophecies relative to the fate of this 
antient and once magnificent city have, in the 


moft {trict manner, been fulfilled, appears from ik 
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accounts given of it by a variety of authors both 
antient and modern. Among the former, Dio- 
dorus Siculus defcribes the buildings as ruined 
or decayed in his time, and fays that only a 
fmall part of the city was then inhabited, the 
greateft part within the walls being tilled. Stra- 
bo (who wrote not long after Diodorus) fays, 
that one part of the city was demolifhed by the 
Perfians, and the other by time and the neglect 
of the Macedonians, and efpecially after Seleu- 
cus Nicator had built Seleucia on the Tigris in 
the neighbourhood of Babylon, and he and his 
fueceffors removed their court thither: and now 
(faith he) Seleucia is greater than Babylon, and 
Babylon is much deferted, fo. that one may ap- 
ply to this what the poet faid of Magalopolis in 
Arcadia, he great city is now become a great d:- 
fort. Pliny, in Jike manner, affirms, that it was 
reduced to folitude, being exhaufted by the 
neighbourhood of Scleucia, built for that pur- 
pole by Seleucus Nicator, Maximus Tyrius 
mentions it as lying negleéted and forfaken; and 
Lucian intimates, that in a little time it would 
be fought for, and not found. In the time of 
Jerome (who lived in the fourth century after 
Chrift) it was converted into a chace to keep 
wild beatts within the compals of its walls for 
the hunting of the later kings of Perfia. “ We 
“have learned (fith he) from a certain Eha- 
** mite brother, who coming out of thofe parts 
** now liveth as amonk at Jerufalem, that the 
** royal huntings are in Babylon, and wild beats 
“ of every kind are confined within the circuic 
“of the walls.” And a little after he faith, 
that excepting the brick walls, which, after 
“ many years, have been repaired for the in- 
“* ciofing of wild beafts, all the {pace within is 
“ entire defolation.” 

€ f Jater authors the fir’ who mentions any 
thing concerning Babylon is Benjamin of Tu- 
dela, a Jew who lived in the twelfth century. 
In his Itinerary he fays “ antient Babylon is 
© now laid wafte, but fome ruins are {till to be 
“* {een of Nebuchadnezzar’s palace, and mea 
“« fear to enter them on account of the ferpents 
“© and feorpions which are in the midft of it.” 
And Taxeira, a Portugele, in the defeription 
of his travels from India to Italy, fays, “ of 
“ this great famous city there is nothing but 
«only a few veftiges remaining, nor in the 
** whole region is any place lefs frequented.” 

Such are the accounts given us of the ftate of 
Babylon by antient authors; and let us jee 
what relation is given of it by the writers and 
travellers of modern date. The firftt we fh 
quote of thefe is one Rauwolf, a German tre- 
veller, who paffed that way in the year 157% 
and whofe account of thefe ruins of this once 
famous city is as follows: ‘* The village (favs 
‘© he) of Elugo now licth on the place where, 
“formerly old Babylon, the metropolis ¢ 
Chaldwa, was fituated. ‘Che harbour 1s 4 
«© quarter of a league’s diftance from it, where 
* people go afhore in order to proceed by land 
‘© to the celebrated city of Bagdat, which }s 
“<a day and a halt’s journey from thence ealt- 
ward on the TVirgris. Vhis country is {0 
dry and barren, that it cannot be tilled. . 
and fo bare that I could never have believ 


«© that this powerful city, once the moft ite 
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and renowned in all the world, and fitu- 
ated in the pleafant and fruitful country of 
Shinar, could have ever ftood there, if I had 
not known it by its fituation, and many an- 
tiquties of great beauty, which are ftill ftand- 
ing hereabout in great defolation. Firft by 
the old bridge which was laid over the Eu- 
phrates, whereof there are fome pieces and 
arches {till remaining built of burnt brick, 
and fo itrong that it is admirable.—Juft be- 
fore the village of Elugo is the hill whereon 
the caftle ftood, and the ruins of its fortifica- 
tion are ftill vifible, though demolifhed 
and uninhabited. Behind it, and pretty near to 
it, did ftand the tower of Babylon.—It is ftill 
to be feen, and is half a league in diameter, 
but fo ruinous, fo low, and fo full of 
venomous creatures, which lodge in holes 
made by them in the rubbifh, that no one 
durlt approach nearer to it than within half 
a league, except during two months in the 
winter, when thefe animals never tlir out of 
their holes. ‘Lhcre is one fore particularly, 
which the inhabitants in the language of the 
country (which is Perfian) call iglo, the 
poifon whereof is very fearching: they are 
jerger than our lizard.” 

Petrus Wallenfis (a noble Roman) who was 
at Bagdat in the year 1616, and went to fee 
the ruins (as they are thought to be) of antient 
Babylon, informs us that, in the middle of 
«a valt and level plain, about a quarter of a 
league from Euphrates, which in that place 
runs weftward, appears an heap of ruined 
buildings, like a huge mountain, the mate- 
tals of which are fo confounded together, 
thatone knows not what to make of it.—— 
1.5 fi. uation and form correfpond with that py- 
rand which Strabo calls the tower of Belus ; 
and isin all likelihood the tower of Ninirod 
in Babylon, or Babel, as that place is ftill 
calied.——There appear no marks of ruins, 
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convince one fo great a city as Babylon had 
“ever ftood there: all one difcovers within 
fifty or fixty paces of it, being only the re- 
mains here and there of fome foundations of 
buildings; and the country round about it fo 
flat and jevel, that one can hardly believe it 
fhould be chofen for the fituation of fo great 
and noble a city as Babylon, or that there 
were ever any remarkable buildings on it: but 
for my part I am aftonifhed there appears fo 
much as there does, confidering itis at leatt 
four thoufand years fince that city was built, 
and that Diodorus Siculus tells us it was 
reduced almoft to nothing in his time.” 

Monf. Tavernier, a very celebrated traveller, 
tls us that, at the parting of the Tigris, which 
“Js but a little way from Bagdat, there is the 
foundation of a city, which may feem to 
have been a large league in compafs. There 


a 


ce 


fx coaches may go abreaft: 
burnt brick, ten feet fquare, and three thick. 
The chronicles of the country fay, here ftood 
_ the antient Babylon.” Tavernier, however, 
did not think the ruins he faw to be thofe of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s palace or of the tower of 


abel, as fome have fuppofed they were. He 
39 


ce 


are fome of the walls yet ftanding, upon which , 
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without the compais of that huge mafs, to | 
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they are made of | 
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adopts the opinion of the Arabs, and fuppofes 
them rather to be the remains of fome tower 
built by one of their princes for a beacon to af- 
femble his fubjeéts in time of war; which, in all 
probability, was the real ftate of the cafe, 

_ The obfervation made by Mr. Salmon (in 
his Modern Hiftory) relative to Babylon, are 
certainly very juft and pertinent. “ What 
** (fays he) is as ftrange as any thing that is 
related of Babylon is, that we cannot Icarn 
with certainty, either from antient writers, or 
modern travellers, where this famous city 
ftood, only in general, that ic was ficuated in 
the province of Chaldaa, upon the river 
Euphrates confiderably above the place where 
it is united with the Tigris. ‘Vravellers have 
gueffed from the great ruins they have ditca- 
vered in feveral parts of this country, that in 
this or that place Babylon once ftood: but 
when we come to examine nicely the places 
they mention, we only learn that they are 
certainly in the wrong, and have taken the 
ruins of Seleucia, or fome other great town, 
for thole of Babylon.” 

The lafttraveller we fhall mention that takes 
notice of the ruins of Babylon is Mr, Hanway, 
who, previous to his giving an account of the 
fiege of Bagdat by Nadir Shah, prefaceth it in 
thele words: ‘ Before we enter upon any cir- 
* cumftance relating to the Lege of Bagdat, it 
inay afford tome light tw) the fubjed, to sive 
a fhort account of this famous city, ia the 
neighbourhoed of which formerly ftood the 
‘© metropolis of one of the moi anticnt and 
molt potent monarchies in the wold. “Phe 
place is generall; called Baydat or Bagdad, 
tho’ fome writers preferve the andcnt name oF 
Babylon. ‘Vhe reafon of thus confoundings 
thefe two citics is, that the Vigris and Tu- 
phrates, forming one common ftrean b fore 
they difembogue into the Perfian gulf, are noe 
unfrequently mentioned as one and the fac 
river. It is certain that the prefent Bagdat is 
fituated on the Tigris, but the antient Baby- 
lon, according to all liittorians, beth facrect 
and profane, was on the Imuphrates. ‘Phe 
ruins of the Jatrer, which geographical writers 
place about fifteen Jeagues to the fouth of 
Bagdat, are now fo much effaced, that there 
are hardly any veftiges of them to point out 
the fituation. In the time of the emperor 
Theodofius there was only a great park re- 
maining, in which the kings of Perfia bred 
wild beafts for the amufement of hunting.” 
How evidently does it appear, from al! thefe 
accounts, With what great punctuality time hati 
fulfilled the predictions of the prophcis concern- 

ing Babylon! When it was converted into a 
chafe fer wild bealts to feed and breed ‘there, 
then were exactly accomplifhed the words of 
the prophets, that she cild beafls of the dejiri 
with the wild beafts cf the ijlends focutd evel 
there, and cry in thety dejelate bonjes. One part 
of the country was overflowed by the river 
having been turned out of its courfe and never 
reftored to its former channel, and thence bc- 
came boggy and marfhy, fo that it might lite- 
rally be faid to be a peffeficu for the littern aint 
pools of sate-, Waiah xiv. 23. Another part is 
defcribed as dry and naked, and barren of every 
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thing, fo that thereby was alfo fulfilled another 
prophecy, Her cities are a defolation, a dry land 
and a wildernefs, a land wherein no man dwell- 
eth, neither doth any fon of man pafs thereby, 
Jer. li. 43. The place thereabout is reprefented 
as Overrun with ferpents, fcorpions, and all forts 
of venemous and unclean creatures, fo that 
their houfes are full of doleful creatures, and dra- 
gons cry in their pleafant palaces ; and Babylon is 
become heaps, a dwelling place for dragons, an 
aftonifhment and an biffing without an inbabitant. 
For all thefe reafons neither can the Arabian 
pitch his tent there, neither can the fhepherds make 
their folds there. And when we find that mo- 
dern travellers cannot now certainly difcover the 
fpot of ground, whereon this renowned city 
once was fituated, we may very properly fay, 
How is Babylon become a dejclation among the na- 
tions 2? Every purpofe of the Lord haih be per- 
formed againft Babylon, to make the land of Baty- 
lon a defilaticn without an inbalitent: and the 
expreffion is no lefs true than fublime, that she 
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Lord of bofts hath fwept it with the befom of 
deftruétion. 

Thus have we reprefented, in the moft cleay 
and undeniable light, the amazing prophecies 
which were foretold and fulfilled concerning the 
fate of the once magnificent city of Babylon, 
How wonderful are fuch prediétions compared 
with the events; and what a convincing argu. 
ment it is of the truth and divinity of the Holy 
Scriptures! Well might God reprefent this as 
a memorable inftance of his prefcience, and chal- 
lenge all the other falfe gods, and their votaries 
to produce the like. Who bath declared this 
from antient lime? have not I the Lord? and 
there is ne God elle beficte ey a juft God and a 
Saviour, ibere is nome bene me, Declaring tke 
end from the begivning, and from cutient times the 
things that are not yet done, fay:ng, My cenit] 
Shall fland, and I will do all my pleasure, Vaiah 
xlv. 21. xlvi. 10. And indeed, where can we 
find a fimilar inftance, but in Scriprure, from 
the beginning of the worid to the prefent time ? 





x. 


Of the Prophecies concerning the City of Tyr. 


HE deftruction of Tyre is another me- 

morable inftance of the great truth of pro- 
pheey. The inhabitants of this city, as well as 
thofe of Nineveh and Babylon, were great ene- 
mics to the Jews; but it was not altogether on 
this account that that they were punifhed with 
the Divine vengeance. It was owing to their 
pride and felf-fufficiency, both of which were 
founded on their great riches obtained by traffic, 
and for which they were more famou$ than any 
other people at that time on the earth. 

The fate of this city was predicted by the 
prophets many years before it happened, and 
particularly by Ifaiah and Ezekiel. But it hath 
been a matter of doubt among the learned 
which of the Tyres was the fubject of the pro- 
phecies, whether Palatyrus, or Old ‘Tyre, that 
was feated on the continent, or New Tyre, that 
was built on an ifland nearly oppofite. But 
the beft aniwerto be given to this, and the moft 
inconteftible obfervation is, that the prophecies 
manifeftly appertain to both, fome expreffions 
being applicable only to the former, and others 
only to the latter. 

In one place Tyre is defcribed as fituate at 
the entry of the fea, Ezek. xxvil. 3; in others 
as inthe midft of the fec, ver. 4 and 25. Some- 
times it is reprefented as befieged with borfes 
and with chariots, Ezek. xxvi, 7, &c. and at 
other times it is expreffly called az ifland, and 
tke fea, even the ftrength of the fea, Ezek. xxiii- 
2. Itis faid, By reafon of the abundance of his 
horfes their duft fhall cover thee, thy walls fball 
Shake at the noife of the horfemer, and of the 


wheels, and of the chariots when be foall enter into 
thy gates, as men enter into a city wherein is made 
a breach, Ezek. xxvi. 10. Itis afterwards faid, 
They foall break down thy walls, and deftroy the 
pleafant houfes, and thev foall lay thy ftones, and 
thy timber, and thy duit in the midft of the waie, 
Ezek. xxvi. 12, And again, They fhall dring 
thee down to the pit, and thou shalt are the deaths 
of them that are flain in the midft of the jfeas, 


| Ezek. xxviii 8. 


From thefe expreffions, it is evident that the 
infular Tyre, as well as the Tyre on the conn- 
nent, is included in thefe prophecies: they are 
both comprehended under the fame name, and 
both fpoken of as one and the fame city, one 
part being built on the continent, and the other 
onan adjoining ifland. 

It was ufual with the prophets, when they de- 
nounced the downfall and defolation of a city 
or kingdom, to defcribe, by way of contrail, 
its then flourifhing condition, to fhow, ina 
ftronger point of view, how Providence chang- 
eth the fcene, and ordereth and difpofeth all 
events. The prophets Ifaiah and Ezekiel ob- 
ferve the fame method with regard to Tyre. 
Vaiah fpeaketh of it as a place of great ant- 
quity, fs this your joyous city, whole antiquty 
is of anticnt days? Vf. xxili, 7. And it is men- 
tioned as a {trong place fo early as in the days 
of Jofhua, the firong city of Vyre, Joh. xx. 
29. Nay, there are even heathen authors who 
extol the great antiquity of the place. The 
Greek geographer Strabo faith, that after Sidoa 


the greatett and moft antient city of the Phaa'- 
cians 


CHAP. xX, 
cians was Tyte, whieh was. a rival to Sidon in 

reatnefs, and luftre, and antiquity. 

Antient, however, as this city wag, it was the 
dauchter of Sidem, as it is called by the prophet 
Ufaiah, xxili. 12. and the merchants of Sidon, 
who pals over the fea, replenifbed it, ver. 2. 
Sidon was the eldeft fon of. Canaan, Gen. x. 15. 
and the city of Sidon is mentioned by the pa- 


triarch Jacob, Gen. xlix. 13. In the days of 


Jofhua it is called great Sidon; Joth. xi. 8. And 
in the days of the Judges the inhabitants of 
Laifh are faid to have dwelt carelefs and fecure 
after the manner of the Sidonians, Judges xviii. 7. 

But though Tyre was the daughter of Sidon, 
yet the daughter foon equalled, and, in time, 
excelled, the mother, and became the mott 
celebrated place in the world for its trade and 
navigations being the feat of commerce and 
the center of riches. It is therefore called by 
the prophet Maiah, @ mart of nations, the crown- 
ine city, whofe merchants are princes, whofe traf- 
firkers are the honourable of the earth, WU. xxxiii. 
3.8. And Ezekiel (as it were commenting on 
the words of Ifaiah, @ mart of nations) recounts 
the various nations whofe commodities were 
brought to Tyre, and bought and fold by the 
Tyrians, Ezek. xxvii. 

In this wealthy and flourifhing condition was 
Tyre when the prophets foretold its deftruction, 
one of whom (Ifaiah) mentions it at leaft 125 
years before it was deftroyed by Nebuchadnez- 
zar. An extenfive and beneficial trade in any 
city foon produces luxury and pride. So it fared 
with the Tyrians; and for thefe, and their other 
vices, as well as for their infults and injuries 
done to the Jews, the Divine vengeance was 
denounced upon them by the prophets. 

The prophet Ifaiah mentions the pride of the 
Tyrians as being the principal occafion of their 
fall, The Lord of boffs (faith he) bath propofed it, 
to flain the pride of all glory, and to bring into 
contempt all the hononvable of the earth, Vf. xxiii. 
9. Ezekiel deferibes at large their luxury, and 
particularly cenfures the pride of the king of 


Tyre in arrogating to himfelf divine honours, - 


Beaufe thou taft fet thine heart as the heart of God, 
Beboit, therefore, I sill bring flrangers upon tkee, 
the terrible of the nations: and they hall draw 
thar (words-againft the beauty of thy wifdom, and 
they feall defile thy brightnefi, Ezek. xxviii. 6, 8c. 

The prophets Joel-and Amos-had before de- 
nounced the Divine judgments on the Tyrians 
for their wickednefs in general, and in parti- 
cular for their cruelty to the children of Ifrael, 
and for buying and felling them like cattle in 
the markers. 


fcodly pleafant things : The children alfo of Fudak, 
and the children of Ferufalem have ye fold unto 
the Grecians, that ye might-rémove the® far from 
ibeir border: Bebold, I will raife them out of the 
place whither ye bave fold them, and will return 
ie recompence upon your own head, Joe) iii. 

» OC, 

The prophet Amos fpeaketh to the fame 
Purpofe, Lbus faith the Lord,- For three tranj- 
srelions ef Tyrus,. and for four I will mot turn 
“Way the punifament thereof; becaufe they delivered: 
‘? the whole captivity to Edom, and reimembered 
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Thus faith the Lerd: by the pro- | 
Phet Joel, Becaufe ye have taken my filver and’ 
wy gold and have carried into your temples my‘ 
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not the brotherly covenant, Amos i. 9. By the 
latter part of thefe words the prophet means the 
league and alliance between Hiram king of 
Tyre on thé one part, and David and Solomon 
on the other, 

The royal pfalmift reckons the Tyrians among 
the moft inveterate and implatable enemies of 
the Jewifh name and nation; The talernacies of 
Edom (fays he) and the Mhmaelites, of Moat, 
and the Hagarenes, Gabal, and Ammen, and A- 
malek, the Philiftines; with rhe inbabitants of 
Tyre, Plal. Ixxxiii. 6, 7. 

Ezekiel alfo begins his prophecy again{t the 
Tyrians with a declaration that the judgments 
denounced againft them were occafioned by 
their domineering over the Jews, and infulring 
them, after the taking of Jerufalem by Nebu- 
chadnezzar. Sru of man, Becaufe that Tyrus 
hath faid againft Yerufalem, Aka, fhe is brckgn 
that was the gates of the pecples fhe is turned 
unto me, I foall be replenifhed, now foe is laid 
wafte: Therefore thus faith the Lord God, Behelds 
Lawn againft thee, O Tyrus; and will caufe many 
nations to come up againft thees as the fea taufeth 
his waves to come up, Ezek. xxvi. 2, 3. 

Thefe were the circumftances which occafion- 
ed the prophecies againft Tyre; and by care- 
fully confidering and comparing’ them together, 
we fhall find that they include the following 
particulars, viz. 

1. That the city fhould be taken and deftroy- 
ed by the Chaldeans, or Babylonians. 

2. That the inhabitants fhould pafs the Me- 
diterranean into the iMands and countries adjoin- 
ing, and even there fhould not find a quiet fet- 
tlement. 

3. That the city thould be reftored after fe- 
venty years, and return to her gain and her 
merchandife. 

4. That it fhould be taken and deftroycd 
again. 

g. That the people fhould, in time, forfake 
‘their idolatry, and become converts to the true 
religion and worfhip of God; and 

6. That the city fhould be totally deftroyed, 
and become a place only for fifhers to fpread 
their nets upon. 

On a proper examination into thefe refpective 
particulars we fhall find that they were not only 
diftin@ly foretold, but likewife exactly ful- 
filled. 

_1. The city fhould be taken and deftroyed by 
.the Chaldeans. This is exprefsly foretold by 
the prophet Ezekiel, who fays,. Thus feith the 
Lord God, Behold, I witl bring upon Tyrus, Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon, a king of kings fron’ 
the north, with borfes, and with chariots, and with 
horfemen, and companies, and muuch people »—he 
feali flay thy people by the fword, and thy firong 
g4arrifons fall go down to the ground, Weck. xxvi. 
7—~t1. Shalmanefer, king of Affyria, had be- 


fieged {Tyre without fuccefs;- but Nebuchad- 


nezzar was: to prevail. he prophet Ezckicl 
not only foretold the fiege, but he likewife men- 
tions it afterwards as a paft. tranfattion; Sen of 
man, Nebuchadnezzar king cf Babvlon caufed tis 
army to fervea great’ fervice againft Tyrus ; every 
head was mkde bald, and cvery fooulder was peeled, 
Ezek. xxix, 18. 
We are informed by Jofephus (whofe autho 
rity 
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tity is founded on the Phoenician annals tranflated 
by Menander the Ephefian) that Nebuchadnez- 
gar befieged Tyre thirteen years when Ithobal 
was king there, and that he fubdued all Syria 
and Phoenicia, As the fiege continued fo long 
the foldiers muft confequently have endured ma- 
ny hardfhips, fo that hereby we better under- 
ftand the juftnefs of Ezekiel’s expreffion, that 
Netuchadnezzar caufed bis army to ferve a great 
service againft Tyrus ; every hand was made bald, 
and every fhculder was pecled—fuch light doth 
profane hiftory caft upon facred. It farther ap- 
pears, from the Phoenician annals quoted by the 
fame hiftorian, that the ‘Tyrians received their 
kings afterwards from Babylon, which plainly 
evinces that fome of the blood royal muft have 
been carried thither captives. The Phoenician 
annals likewile (as is clearly fhewn by the learned 
Dr. Prideaux) agree exactly with Ezckiel’s ac- 
count of the time and year wherein the city was 
taken. Tyre therefore, according to the pro- 
phecies, was fubducd and taken by Nebuchad- 
nezzar and the Chaldeans ; after which we hear 
Jittle more of that part of the city which ftood 
upon the continent. 

2. That the inhabitants of Tyre fhould pafs 
over the Mediterranean into the iilands and coun- 
trices adjoining, and even there fhould find no 
quiet fettlement. “Vhis is plainly fignified by 
the prophet Tdah, Peys ve over to Taryjlijh (that 
is, to TLa'teflus in Spain) bowl ye inhabitants of 
the fly Vo xsi. 6. Andagain, Arife, pafs our 
to Cfitt-n-, (that is, the ilands and countries 
bordering upon the Mediterranean) éhere ao 
Joalt thou have ro rej, ver. 12. What the pro- 
phet here delivers by way of advice is to be un- 
derftood asa prediction. Ezekiel intimates the 
fame thing, / be ies that are tui the fea fhall be 
toubes a: thy deorture, Ezek. xxvi. 18. 

‘Phe Phoenicians were the beft navigators of 
antiquity, and the Tyrians in particular were 
celebrated for their fhipping, and having colo- 
nics in different parts of the world. In this re- 
fpeet Lyre exceeded Sidon; fhe fent forth colo- 
nics into Africa and Spain, and Quintus Curtius 
faich, that her colonies were diffufed almoft over 
the whole world. The Tyrians,. therefore, ha- 
ving planted colonies at Varfhifh, and upon the 
coatts of Chittim, it was natural for them, when 
they were prefled with dangers and difficulties 
at home, to fly to their friends and countrymen 
abroad for refuge and protection. That they 
really did fois alferted by St. Jerome, whole au- 
thority is founded on the Affyrian hiftories, which 
have been fince loft. ‘ We have read (fays he) 
‘in the hiltories of the Affyrians, that when 
the “Tyrians were befieged, after they faw 
no hope of refifting the enemy, they. went 
on board their fhips, and fled to Carthage, or 
to fome iflands of the Ionian and /iegean Sea.” 
And in another place he faith, “ when the Ty- 
« rians daw that the works for carrying on the 
fiege were perfected, and the foundations of 
the walls were fhaken by the battering of the 
rams, whatfoever precious things in gold, fil- 
ver, clothes, and various kinds of furniture 
the nobility had, they put them on board their 
thips, and carried tothe jilands ; fo. that the 
city being taken, Nebuchadnezzar found ‘no- 
thing worthy of his labours.” 
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It muft certainly have been very mottifying to 
Nebuchadnezzar, after fo long and laborious 4 
fiege, to be difappointed of the fpoil of fo rich 
acity; and therefore Ezekiel was commiffioned 
to promife him the conqueft of Egypt for his 
reward ; Son of man, Nebuchednezzar king of Ba- 
bylon caufed Lis army to frve a great fervice cgainp 
Tyrus: every head was made bald, and every fheul- 
der was peeled: yet bad be no wages, nor bis ay- 
my for Tyruss for the fervice that be had ferved 
againft it, Therefore thus faith the Lord Gel, 
Bebcld Iwill give the land of Egypt unto Neby- 
chadnezzar king cf Babylen, and be fhall take ber” 
multitude, and take her [poil, cnd take ber prev, 
and it fbali be the wages fer bis army, Ezekiel 
xxix 18, 19. 

But though the Tyrians fhould pafs over to 
Tarfhifh and to Chittim, yet even there they 
fhould find no quict fettlement, there alfo halt 
thou have no ry?. Megafthenes, who lived about 
goo years before Chrilt, and was employed by 
S¢leucus Nica:or in an embafiy to the king of 
India, wrore an luitory of that country, in which 
he mentions Nebuchadnezzar as a man of the 
mott diftinguifhed valour and military proweis, 
This hiftorian is quoted by feveral antient au. 
thors, and he is particularly cited by Strabo and 
Jofephus, for faying that Nebuchadnezzar fur. 
pafied Heicules in bravery and great exploits ; 
that he fubducd great pare of Atrica and Spain, 
and that he proceeded as far as the pillars of 
Hercules. 

It is reafonable to fuppofe that after Nebuchad- 
nezzar had fubdued Tyre and Egypt, he carried 
his arms farther to the weftward ; and if he pro- 
ceedcd fo faras Megafthenes reports, the Tyrians 
might well be faid to have vo reff, the conqueror 
purfuing them from one country to another. But 
befides this, and after this, the Carthagenians 
and other colonics of the Tyrians, lived in a 
very wretched ftate. Their hiftory confilts of 
little more than wars and tumults. Sicily and 
Spain, Europe and Africa, the land, and their 
own element the fea, were theatres of their cala- 
mities and miferies, tll at lenzth not only the 
New, but Old Carthage likewife, was utterly 
deftroyed. As the Carthagenians fprang from 
the Tyrians, and the Tyrians from the Sidonians, 
and Sidon was the firft-born of Canaan (fee Gen. 
x. 15.) fu the curfe upon Cana:n feemeth to 
have purfued them to the moft diftant parts of 
the earth. 

3. The city fhould be reftored after feventy 
yeurs, and return to her gain and her merchan- 
dize, This circumftance is exprefsly foretold by 
the prophet Haiah, ud it foall come. to pajs 14 
that day that Tyre foall be forgotten feventy yeais 
acecrding to the davs of one king: (or kingdo, 
meaning the Babylonians, which was to continue 
feventy years) after the end cf feventy years 
foali Tyresing as an harlot. Take an barp, 2 
about the atv, thou harlot that baft been fergolt?", 
make fovect melody, fing many fongs that best 
maxft be rem mbered. And it shall come to féis 
oft'r the end of feventy vecrs, that the Lord + 
cifit Tyre, ond foe foall turn to her bire, and for! 
camuit fornication with all the kingdoms of t+ 
cucrld upen the face of the carth, Vaiah xxill. 15 
16, 17. The plain meaning of thefe figurate 
exprefions is, that Tyre fhould lie neglected o 
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fhe fhould recover her liberties and her trade; 
and draw in feveral of all nations to deal with 
her, and particularly the kings of the earth to 
buy her purples, which were worn chiefly by 
emperors and kings, and for which Tyre was 
more famous than any other place in the uni- 
rfe. 
The time prefixed for the duration of the Ba- 
bylonian empire was feventy years. So long 
were the nations to groan under that tyrannical 
yoke, though thefe nations were fubdued, fome 
fooner and fome later than others. Thefe ma- 
tions foall ferve the king cf Babylon feventy years ; 
And it foall come to pafs when feventy vears are 
accomplifoed, that ] will puuifo the king of Baby- 
lon, and that nation, faith the Lerd, for their ini- 
quits and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make 
it perpetual defelations, Jer. xxv. 11,12: And 
accordingly, at the end of feventy years, Cyrus 
andthe Perfians fubverted the BabyJonian em- 
pire, and reftored the conquered nations to their 
liberties. a 
Tyre was taken by Nebuchadnezzar in the 
3ad year of his reign, feventy years from which 
time brings us down to the rgth of Darius 
Hyftafpis. At that time it appears from hilto- 
ry that the Ionians had rebelled againft Darius, 
and the Phoenicians affifted him with their fleets: 
and confequently it is reafonable to conclude 
that they were now reftored to their former pri- 
vileges. Inthe fucceeding reign we find that 
they, together with the Sidonians, furnifhed 
Xerxes with feveral fhips for his expedition in- 
to Greece. And by the time of Alexander the 
Great, the Tyrians were grown to fuch power 
and greatne(s, that they ftopped the progrefs of 
that rapid conqueror longer than any part of the 
Perfian empire befides. But all this is to be 
underftood of the infular Tyre; for as the old 
city flourifhed moft before the time of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, fo the new city flourifhed moft af- 
terwards, and this is the Tyre that henceforth 
is fo much celebrated in hiftory. 
4. The city fhould be taken and deftroyed 
ain, 
ear 6. Hekat city is like Tyrus, like the deftroyed 
iv tle mid of the fea? Ezek. xxvii. 32. They 
fall bring thee down to the pit, and thou fhalt 


die tke deaths cf them that are flain in the midft | 


of the feas, xxviii. 8. Thefe expreffions can im- 
ply no lefs than that the infular Tyre fhould be 
deftroyed as well as tha: upon the continent ; 
and as the one was accomplithed by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, fo was the other by Alexander the Great. 
But the fanic thing may be inferred more direétly 
from the words of Zechariah, who prophefied 


Ps) many years after the former deftruction of 
the city, and confequently he muft be under- 
“ood to fpeak of this latter. His words are. 
‘cle: dud Tyrus did build berfelf a ftrong bold, 
: theaped up filver as the daft, and fine gold as 
“ive of the fireets. Bebeld the Lord will caft 
ut, cud he will finite ber power in the fea, 
“Ml fee Joell be devoured with fire, Zech. ix. 3; 
‘*. That Tvrus did build herfelf a {trong hold 
‘very certain; for her fituation was exceeding 
“cng in an ifland, and befides the fea to de- | 
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traders and merchants for feventy years, 4s long 
as the Babylonian empire lafted, and after that 






Howl ye inhabitants of the ifle, Vaiah |] 


in the reign of Darius (proably Darius Hyftaf- } 
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fend her the was fortified with a wall of 150 
feet in heighth, and of a proportionable thick- 
nefs. She heaped up filver as the duff, and fine 
gold as the mire of the freets, being the moft cc- 
lebrated place in the world for trade and riches, 
the mart of natiens as fhe is called; conveying 
the conimodities of the eaft to the weft, and of 
the weft to the eaft. Bur yer Behold the Lord 
will caft ker out; and he will fmite her piwer in 
the fea, and foe fhall be devoured with fie. Eze- 
kiel had likewife foretold that the city fhould 
be confumed with fire, Tai? bring forth a fre 
from the midft of thee, it foall devour thee, and I 
will bring thee to afbes upon the earth, in the fight 
of all them that bebold thee, Ezek. xxviii. 1%. 
And accordingly Alexander beficged, and rook; 
and fet the city on fire. The ruins of old Tyre 
contributed much to the taking of the new ci- 
ty : for with the ftones and timber and rubbith 
of the old city Alexander made a bank, or 
caufeway from the continent to the ifland, there- 
by literally fulfilling the words of the prophet; 
They foall lay thy ftones, and thy timber, and thy 
aduft in the midft of the water, Ezek. xxvi. 12: 
Alexander was feven months in completing this 
work, but the time and labour were well em- 
ployed, for by means thereof he was enabled to 
itorm and take the city. 

At the time Alexander reduced Tyre great 
numbers of the inhabitants, as in the former 
fiege, paffed over the Mediterranean to the iflands 
and countries adjoining. Both Diodorus Siculus 
and Quintus Curtius teftify that they fent their 
wives and children to Caithage ; and upon the 
taking of the place the Sidonians fecreily con- 
veyed away fifteen thoufand more in their thips. 
Happy were they who thus efcaped, for of tnofe 
who remained behind the conqueror flew cight 
thoufand in ftorming and taking the city, caufed 
two thoufand afterwards to be crucified, and 
thirty thoufand he fold for flaves. They lad 
before fold fome of the captive Jews, and now 
it was returned upon them according to the pre- 
digtion of Joel, The children alfo of ‘Judah, and 
the children of Ferufalem bave ye fold; Bebald £ 
will return your recon.pence upon your cova head, 
and will fill your fons and your daughters, Joel iii. 
6, 7, 8. 

When the old city was taken the Tyrians re-~ 
ceived their kings afterwards from Babylon; bur 
when the new one was conquered by Alexander, 
their king held the fovereignty by his appoint- 
ment. The cafes are in many refpects; alike; but 
the city recovered much fooner trom the calami~ 
ties of the laft fiege than the firft. In the fpace of 
nineteen years it was able to withftand the fleets 
and armies of Antigonus, and fuftained a fiege 
of fifteen months before it was taken: a plain 
proof (as Dean Prideaux obferves) ‘ of the 
‘© great advantage of trade: for this city being 
“* the grand mart where moft of the trade Loth 
« of the eaft and weft did center, by virtue here- 
“© of it was that it foon after revived to its prif- 
*€ tine vigour.” 

5. There fhould come a time when the Ty- 
rians would forfake their idolatry, and become 
converts to the true religion and worbhip of God. 
The Pialmift is thought to have hintect as much 
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rin faying, The deughter of Tyre fhall be there with 
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of Tarfhifh ‘and of the ifles foall bring prefents, 

fal, Ixxii. 10, Zechariah, when he fortels the 
calamities which the Tyrians and neighbouring 
nations fhould fuffer from Alexander, at the fame 
time predids their converfion to the true God ; 
but be thet remaineth, even he fall be for our God, 
Zech, ix. 7. This prediction is more fully ex- 
prefled by the prophet Ifaiah, who fays, dnd 
her merchandife and her hire foall be holinefs ta the 
Lord: it fhall not be treafured, nor laid up: for 
ber merchandrfe fhall be for them that dwell before 
the Lord, to eat fufficiently, and for durable clothing, 
Vaiah xxiii. 18. 

The Tyrians were greatly addicted to the 
worfhip of Hercules, as he was called by the 
Greeks, or of Baal, as he is denominated in 
fcripture. But in procefs of time, by means of 
fome Jews and profelytes living and converfing 
among them, many were converted to the Jewith 
religion; fo that @ great multitude of people fiom 
the fea conft of Tyre and Sidon came to hear Our 
Savicur and to lehecled cf thiir difeafey Luke 
vi.t7. And when St. Paul, in his way to Je- 
rufaiens, es to Uyre, he found difciples there 
who were infrcd and prophefied ; and with 
them he farrred joven dav, Acts xxi. 4. 

Dusing the time of Dioclefian’s perfecution 
the Vyricns were fuch fincere converts to chrifti- 
anity that many of them fuffered the mot hor- 
rid deaths, and dicd martyrs to the religion they 
then protefled *. After the ttorm of perfecu- 
tion was blown over they (under their bifhop 
Paulinus) built an oratery, or rather a temple, 
for the public werfhip of God, the mott magni- 
ficent and fumpcuous ia all Paleftine and Phoeni- 
cla. On this occafion Eufebius, on comment- 
ing en the paflage of Maiah, And her merchandrfe 
wd ber hive fhal! be belinejs to the Lord, fays, 
«© Since a church cf God hath been founded 
in Lyre, as well as in other nations, many of 
its goods gotten by merchandife are confe- 
crated to the Lord, being offered to his church, 
(as he afterwards explatns himfelf) for the ule 
of the minilters of the altar or gofpel, ac- 
cording to the inftitution of our Lord, that 
they who wait at the altar fhould live of the 
altar.” In like manner fpeaks St. Jerome, 
We may behold churches in Tyre built to 
Chrift: we may fee their riches that they are 
not Jaid up, nor treafured, but given to thofe 
who dwell before the Lord. For the Lord 
hath appointed, that they who preach the 
gofpel fhould live of the gofpel.” 

Vo thefe proofs we fhall only add, that as 
Vyre confecrated its merchandife and hire unto 
the Lord, fo it had the'honour not only of being 
created into an archbifhopric, but was the firft 
archbifhopric under the patriarchate of Jeru- 
falem, having fourteen bifhops under its prima- 
cy; and in this ftate it continued feveral years, 

6. But, after al, Tyre was to be totally de- 
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7 Lhofe who may be deh cus of being fully acquainted 
avith the particulars of thefe perfecutions, as well as thole 
exercited, in different ages, and in all parts of the world, 
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publifhed, intituled, The NEW BOOK OF MARTYRS; 
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ftroyed, and become a place only for fithers 0 
fpread their nets upon. When the prophets de. 
nounced the deftruction of any city or country, ie 
was not intended that fuch denunciation fhould 
take effect immediately. It was threatened that 
Babylon fhould become a defolation without an 
inhabitant, but many ages paffed before it was 
reduced to that condition; it decayed by de- 
grees, till at length it came to nothing. In like 
manner Tyre was not to be ruined and defolated 
all at once. Many events were to happen pre. 
vious to its final deftruétion, and before the 
prophecies of Ezekiel could be fully accom. 
plithed. Thus faith the Lord God, Bebold, I ay 
againft thee, O Tyrus, end will caufe many nations 
10 come up againft thee, as the fea czufeth his waves 
to come up: snd they fhalt dcftroy the walls of 
Tyrus, and break down ber towers, I will alo 
crape her dujt from ber, and make her like the top 
of arock: zt fhall be a place for tbe {preading of 
nets 7n the midjt of the fea, for I have fpoken it, 
Jah the Lord Ged, Ezek. xxvi. 3, 4, 5. And 
again, I w#/l make thee a terror, aud thon halt be 
no more; thoueh thou be fought fer, sce frit thou 
never be found again, ver. 21. 

The prophecies of ‘lyre, like thofe relative 
to moft other places, were to receive their com-~ 
pletion by degrees. Nebuchadnezzar dettroyed 
the old city, and Alexander employed the ruins 
and rubbifh in making his caufeway from the 
continent to the ifland, which henceforwards 
were joined together. ‘¢ It is no wonder, 
therefore, (as Bifhop Pocock obferves) that 
there are no figns of the antient city; and, as 
it is a fandy fhore, the tace of every thing is al- 
tered, and the great aqueduct in many paris, is 
almoft buried in the fand.” So thar as to this 
part of the city, the prophecy hath been lite- 
rally fulfilled. Thon fhalt be built no sore; 
though thou be fought for, yet foalt thou never be 
found again. 

Ir may be queftioned whether the new city 
ever arofe to that height of power, wealth, and 
greatnefs, to which it was elevated in the rimes 
of Iaiah and Ezekiel. It received a great blow 
from Alexander, not only by his taking and 
burning the city, but much more by his building 
of Alexandriain Egypt, which in time deprived 
it of much of its trade, and thereby contributed 
more effectually to its ruin. It had the misfor- 
tune afterwards of changing its matters often, 
being fometimes in the hands of the Prolemies 
kings of Egypt, and fometimes of the kings of 
Syria, till at length it fell under the domiion 
of the Romans. It was taken by the Saracens 
about the year of Chriit 639 in the reign of 
Omar their third emperor. It was reteken by 
the Chrittians during the time of the holy wi 
inthe year 1124, Baldwin the fecond of that 
name being then king of Jeruialem, and a 
fitted by a fleet of the Venetians. From the 

Chriltians 
Fl Bc A SE oe a 
the Rew. Henry Scuthwell, LL.D. Author of the Universal 
Larvly Bible. "Chis Werk xs publithed in go Numler 
(Price Six pence each) every one of which is adorned wit 
one or more beautiful copper plates, reprefenting either pre 
mode of torturing and tormenting Chriftians for their or 
ftancy, Putting them to death for their faith, or ditplayns 
fome general icene, in which Pagan Barbarity, and Pop 
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Chriftians it was again taken in the year 1289 
by the Mamalucs of Egypt, under their Sul- 
tan Alphix, who facked and rafed this and Si- 
don and other ftrong towns, that they might 


not ever again afford any harbuur or fhelrer to 


the Chrittians. From the,Mamalucs it was again 
taken in the year 1516 by Selim, the ninth em- 

eror of the Turks; and under their dominion it 
continues at prefent. But, alas! how fallen, how 
changed from what it was formerly! Inftead of 
being the center of trade, and frequented by the 
merchant fhips of the eaft and weft, it is now 
become an heap of ruins, and vifited only by a 
few poor fifhermen: So that as to this part like- 
wife of the city the prophecy hath been literally 
fulfilled, J wild sake thee like the top of a@ rock; 
thou foalt be a place to fpread nets upon. 

The defcription given of this once opulent 
and magnificent 2ity by Mr. -Maundrell, in his 
journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem, is as follows: 
“« This city (faith he) ftanding in the fea upon 
‘a peninfula, promifes, at a diftance, fome- 
« thing very magnificent. But when you come 
“ to it, you find no fimilitude of that glory for 
«“ which it was fo renowned-in antient times, 
« and which is defcribed by the prophet Eze- 
« kiel, chap. xxvi, &c. On the north fide it 
“hath an old Vurkifh ungarrifoned caftle; 
« befides which you fee nothing here but a 
« mere Babel of broken walls, pillars, vaults, 
 &c. there being not jo much as one entire 
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Of the Prophecies 


HE kingdom of Egypt is one of the moft 
antient in the world, it having been in a 

very flourifhing ftate even during the days of 
Abraham; and the inhabitants of it were diftin- 
guifhed for having more wifdom than any other 
people at chat time on the face of the earth. It 
was (as we may call it) the great academy of 
the earlier ages. Hither the wits and fages of 
Greece, and other countries, repaired, and re~ 
ceived their learning at this fountain. — It is‘’men- 
tioned to the commendation of Mofes, that he 
was learned in all the wifdom of the Egyptians, 
Ats vii. 22. and the higheft character given of 
Solomon’s wifdom is, that it excelled the wifdom 
ef all the children of the caft country, and all the 
wtfdom of Ezypt, 1 Kings iv. 30. But with 
this wifdom it was early corrupted, and was as 
much the parent of fuperilition as it was the 
miftrefs of learning ; andthe one, as well as rhe 
other, were from tience propagated and diffufed 
Over OtLer countrics. It was, indeed, the grand 


Corruptor of the world, the fource of polytheifm | 


and idolatry to feveral of the eaftern, and to 
moft of the weftern nations, and at length dege- 
nerated to fuch a degree as not to be equalled 
by any other country in the univerfe. —~ 

While the Ifraelires remained in Egypt during 
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houfe left: its prefent inhabitants are on- 
“¢ ly a few poor wretches harbouring themfelves 
“in the vaults, and fubfifting chiefly on fifh- 

ing; who feem to be preferved in this place 
«© by Divine Providence, as a vifibleé argu- 
«© ment how God has fulfilled his word con- 
“* cerning Tyre, viz. that it foould be as the 
“* top of a rock, @ place for fifbers to dry thir 
S¢ nets on”? 

This account of Mr. Maundrell’s is corrobo- 
rated by Mr. Middleton in his New Syftem of 
Geography lately publifhed. “ This powerful 
*¢ city (fays he, fpeaking of Tyre) once the 
capital of Phoenicia, the emporium of com- 
merce, and miltrefs of the fea; equally famed 
for its trade, beauty and opulence, and for 
many ages deemed impregnable; both from 
*¢ its almoft inacceffible fituation; and the 
ftrength of its fortifications made by art, is 
now a mere defert; and cannot boaft of one 
‘© houfe left entire. Jes prefent inhabitants are 
only a few very poor people, who dwell in 
‘© caverns, and fubfift by fifhing.” 

Such hath been the fate of the once fumous 
city of Tyre, on which the Divine vengeance 
was denounced for the great pride of its inha- 
bitants; and in the deftruction of which we 
have an additional inftance to thofe already 
mentioned of the great truth of the Divine pre- 
dictions, as fpoken by the mouths of the pro- 
phets. 


ce 
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their ftate of bondage, they acquired many of 
the maxims of the natives, and retained a fond- 
nefs for the Egyptian idols ever after. Several 
of Mofes’s laws and inftitutions were evidently 
calculated to wean them from, and to guard them 
againft, the manners and cuftoms of the Egyp- 
tians. But ftill in their hearts and affections 
they were much inclined to return into Egypt. 
Even Solomon married a woman from that coun- 
try: and, on many occafions, the Hraelites courted 
the friendfhip and alliance of Egypt in prefer- 
ence to any of the neighbouring powers. This 
prejudice 1s the more extraordinary, as the Egyp- 
tians generally treated them not only with dif- 
refpeét, but took every advantage they could of 
doing them the greateft injuries. ‘They op- 
preffed them with the moft cruel fervitude du- 
ring their ftate of bondage. ‘They at Icngth 
gave them leave to depart, and then purlued 
them as fugitives. Shifhak king of Egyprcame 
up againft Jerufalem, and plundered it, Kines 
xiv. 25, 26. And inall their leagues and alh- 
ances Egypt was to the Ifraelites as 2 broken reed, 
whereon tf a man lean; it will go ite bis hand, and 

pierce it, Waiah xxxvi. 6. 
When we confider thefe circumftances it is 
not to be wondered at that Egypt fhould be 
- «7 the 


472 
the fubje& of feveral prophecies ;_ and we fhall 
find on examination, that thefe prophecies con- 
fifted of the p?incipal revolutions that were to 
happen in that kingdom; and which were to take 
place from the days of the prophets, and con- 
tinue to the prefent time. . 

The firft great revolution that happened in 
Egypt (after the prophecies denounced againtt 
it) was the conqueft of it by Nebuchadnezzar, 
which was particularly foretold by Jeremiah and 
Ezckiel. Fhefe two prophets have employed feve- 
ral fections or chapters upon thisoccafion. Jere- 
miah was catried into Egypt, where he foretold the 
conqueft of Egypt by Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon: and fome of his prophecies are inti- 
tuled The word that the Lord fpake to Jeremiah 
the prophet, how Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
Soould come and finite the land of Egypt, Jer. xlvi. 
13. Ezekiel alfo declares, Thus faith ihe Lerd 
God, I wili alfo make the multitude of Egypt te 
Ceuje by the hand of Nebuchaduezzar king of Ba~ 
bylon : He and his people with him, the terrible of 
the nations foall be brought to deftroy the land, and 
they finil draw their fwerds egainft Egypt, and fill 
the land with rhe fain, Ezek. xux. 10, 11. The 
conqueft of this kingdom was promifed to Ne- 
buchadnezzar as a reward for his fervices againft 
Tyre, which after a long fiege he took and de- 
ftroyed, but was difappointed of the fpoil, as we 
have already .obferved in the foregoing chap- 
ter. 

That this prophecy was ftritly fulfilled ap- 
pears from the teftimonies of Megafthenes and 
Berofus, two heathen hiftorians, one of whom 
exprefsly affirms that Nebuchadnezzar conquered 
the greateft part of Africa; and the other affirms 
it in eflect, by faying, that when Nebuchadnez- 
zar heard of the death of his father, having fet- 
tled his affairs in Egypt, and committed the 
captives whom he took there to the care of fome 
of his friends to bring them after him, he hafted 
directly to Babylon. 

The teftimonies of thefe two are confirmed 
by Jofephus, who fays, that Nebuchadnezzar, 
having fubdued Ccelo-Syria, waged war againft 
the Ammonites and Moabites; and having con- 
quered them he invaded Egypt, flew Pharaoh- 
Hophra their king, and appointed another in 
his ttead. Fhis monarch is reprefented by Eze- 
kiel as an arrogant, impious prince: he calls 
him the great dragen (or crocodile) that lieth in 
the midft cf his rivers, which bath faid, my river 
is my own, and I have made it for mvfelf, Ezekiel 
xxix. 3. Agreeable to this Herodotus informs 
us, that he proudly and wickedly boafted of 
having eftablifhed his kingdom fo furely, that 
it was not in the power of God himfelf to dif- 
poffefs him of it. For this prefurption he was 
guftly cut off, and the prediction foretold by 
Jeremiah was fully accomphfhed, Thus faith the 
Lerd, Bebold, I will give Pharaob-Hopkra king 
of Egypt into the band of his enemies, and tuto 
tke band of them that ferk bis life, Jer. xliv. 3c. 

It was foretold by the prophet Ezekiel, that 
the country fhould be defolate forty years, and 
the people carried captives into other countries, 
I wali make she land of Egypt defelate forty years ; 
and 1 will fcatter the Egyptians among the nations, 
and will differfe them through the countries, Ezek. 
xxix. 12. Though it cannot, indeed, be proved 
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' fromm heathen authors, that this defolation of the 
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country continued exactly forty years, yet there 
is nos the leaft doubt but this, as well as the 
other conquered countries, laboured under the 
Babylonifh yoke till the time of Cyrus: We 
are affured, by Berofus, that Nebuchadnezza;y 
took feveral captives from Egypt, and carrieg 
them to Babylon; and from Megafthenes we 
learn, that he tranfplanted, and fettled others jn 
Pontus. Sotrue it is that they wert /cattered 
among the nations, and difperfed tkrcugh the coun: 
fries; and the greater part of them might, pro. 
bably, after the diffolution of the Babylonih 
empire, return to their native country. 

The next memorable revolution that happened 
in Egypt was, the invafion and fubduétion of jr 
by Cambyfes and the Perfians, which is the 
principal fubject of the 19th chapter of the pro- 
phet Haiah. Some parts, indeed, of this pro- 
phecy have a near affinity with thofe of Jere- 
miah and Ezekiel concerning the conqueft of 
Egypt by Nebuchadnezzar : but this prophecy, 
as well as feveral others, might admit of adou- 
ble completion, and be fulfilled at both thofe 
periods. This prophecy of Ifaiah is:a general re- 
prefentation of the calamities that fhould befall 
the nation : it includes various particulars, and 
is applicable to Nebuchadnezzar and the Baby- 
lonians, as well as to Cambyfes and the Perfians. 
They might, therefore, be both intended and 


| comprehended in it; but the latter, it is moft 


reafonable to imagine, were principally meant, 
and for this reafon ; becaufe the deliverance of 
the Egyptians by fome great conqueror, and 
their converfton afterwards to the true religion, 
which are foretold in the latter part of this chap- 
eer, were events confequent to the dominion 
of the Pesfians, and not to that of the Babylo- 
nians. 

Ifaiah begins his prophecy againft Egypt with 
declaring that the conqueft of it fhould be fwift 
and fudden, and that the idols of Egypt fhould 
be deftroyed. Behold, (fays he) the Lord ri- 
deth upon a fwift cloud, cnd shall come into Egypt, 
and the idols cf Egypt foall be moved at bis pre- 
fence, and the beart of Eyypt foall melt in the 
midft cf it, Vfaiah xix. 1. The fame thing is 
foretold of Nebuchadnezzar by the prophet Je- 
remiah, And when be cometh, ke foil! fite tle 
land of Egypt—And I will kindle a fire in the 
houfes of the gods of Egypt, and he fhall burn ther, 
and carry them away captives—T[e fhail break alo 
the images of Beth/bemefo, that is in the land of 
Egypt ; and the houfes of the gods of the Exyptiars 
foall be burn with fixe, Jer. xliii. 11, &c. And 
again the prophet Ezekiel, Thus [ith the Lord 
God, Fwitl alfo deftroy the idels, and I wil couje 
their images te ceafe out of Nopk, or Memphis, 
Ezek. xxx. 13. 

The firft attempt made by Cambyfes was upon 
Pelufium, a ftrong town at the entrance of E- 

ypt, and the key of the kingdom; and _he 

ucceeded by the ftratagem of placing before 
his army a great numbcr of dogs, fheep, cats 
and other animals, which being held facred by 
the Egyptians, not one of them would eaft a 
javelin, or fhoot an arrow that way; and fo the 
town was ftormed and taken in a manner with- 
out refiftance. He treated the gods of Egypt 
with great contempt, laughed at the peers 
ent 
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and chaftifed the priefts for worfhipping: fuch 


deities. He flew Apis, or the facred ox (which 
the Egyptians worfhipped) with his own hand ; 
and burnt and demolifhed their other idols and 
temples; and would likewife, if he had not 
been prevented, have deftroyed the famous tem- 
ple of Jupiter Hammon. Ochus too, who was 
another king of Perfia, and fubdued the Egyp- 
tians again after.they had revolted, plundered 
their temples, and caufed another Apis to be flain 
and fervéd up at a banquet he had appointed in 
confequenee of his victories. 

It was alfo foretold, by the prophet Ifaiah, 
that they fhould be miferably diftracted with ci- 
vil wars, ond I will fet the Egyptians againft tke 
Egyptians ;. and they fhall fight every one againft 
bis Lrether, and cvery one againft bis neighbour, ci- 
ty againk citys and kingdom aguinft kingdom, Maiah 
xix. 2. Egypt was divided into twelve prefec- 
tures, Or provinces; over each of which pre- 
fided a petty prince, or governor. Thefe difa- 
greeing with each other civil wars took place, 
and, for a confiderable time, the whole kingdom 
was one continued fcene of anarchy and confu- 
fion. It is, therefore, little to be wondered at 
that in fuch diftractions as thefe the Egyptians, 
who were naturally a cowardly people, fhould 
be deftitute of .counfe/, and that che fpirit of E- 
gipt foould fail in.the midft therecf, as is foretold 
by the prophet im’ ver. 3. and that being 
alfo a very fuperfticious people, ¢hey fhould feek 
to the idols, and to the charmers, and to them that 
have familiar fpirits, and to the wizards. But 
their divination was al} in vain; it was their fate 
to be fubdued and oppreffed by cruel lords and 
tyrants, And the Egyptians will I give over into 


the band of a cruel lord; and a fierce king fball 


rule over them, faith the Lord, the Lord of bofts, 
ver. 4. This is a very effential part of the pro- 
phecy, and may with the greateit propriety and 
juftice, be applied to the Perfians, and efpecial- 
jy to Cambyfes and Ochus, the former of whom 
put the yoke on the necks of the Egyptians, and 
the latter rivetted it. Ochus was the cruelleft 


and worft of all the kings of Perfia, and was. 


fo deftru€tive and oppreffive to Egypt in par- 


ticular, that his favourite eunuch Bagoas, who’ 


was an Egyptian, in revenge of his injured 
country, poifoned him. 
wanting to. prove, that the Perfian yoke was more 
galling and intolerable to the Egyptians than 
their frequent revolts and rebellions, which in- 
ftead of being any benefit to them, only ferved 
to enflave them the more, and augment their 
mifery, 

The prophet, . after denouncing thefe judg- 
Ta.nts againft the Egyptians, next proceeds to 
{ct forth, in figurative language, the confequences 
of this fubje€tion and flavery, the poverty. and 
want, the mourning and lamentation, the con- 
‘ufion and mifery, which fhould be entailed on 
them and their pofterity : after which he recounts 
‘he immediate caufes of thefe evils, the folly of 
the princes and rulers who valued themfeives 
upon their wifdom, and the cowardice and ef- 
ltminacy of the people in general. Thefe things 
“ul plainly appear to any one who attentively 
perules the hiftory of that nation, the particulars 
of which are too confiderable to be here admit- 


ted. Ir may, however, in general, be faid, that. 
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Egypt would not have become a Bey to fo many 

foreign enemies, had it not been for the exceffive 
weaknefs of the people both in counfel and in 
ation. They had not the courage even to de- 
fend themfelyes: They trufled chiefly to their 
Grecian and other niercenaries; who, inftead of 
defending, were often the firft co betray them. 

The next memorable revolution was effected 
by Alexander the Great who fubverted the Per- 
fian empire in Egypt as well as in other places ; 
and this event is particularly pointed out in the 
fame 19th chapter of the prophet Ifaiah. It is 
alfo foretold, that about the jamé time feveral 
of the Egyptians fhould lay afide theif idolatry, 
and be converted to the worfhip. of the true 
God. In that day foall there be au altar to the Lord 
in the midft of the land of Egypt, end a pitlar at the 
border therecf te tke Lerd. nd it foall be for 
a fign, and fir a witnéfs unto the Lerd of befts in 
the land of Egypt : fer they fhall cry unto the Lord 
becaufe of the oppreffcr ; and be facil fend them a 
fevicur and a great one, and be foall deliver them. 
dnd the Lord foall be known to Egypt, and the 
Egyptians fbail know the Lord in that day, and 
foal do facrifice and oblation, yea, they foall vew 
a vow unto the Lord; atid perform it, Maiah xix. 
19, &c: . 

The prophet then proceeds to fhow; that Affy- 
ria and Egypt; which ufed to be at great enmity 
with each other, fhould be united in the fame 
worfhip by the intermediation of Ifrael, atid that 
thofe three fhould be a bleffing on the earth: Jx 
that day foall there be ahigkwiy out of Egypt to Ay+ 
Syria, and the Affprian fhall come into Egypt, and 
the Egyptian into Afpria, and the Egyptians fhall 

erve with the Affyrians. In that day foall Ifrael 
be the third with Egypt, and with Afpria, even a 
bleffing in the midft of the land: w om the Lord 
foall blefs, faying, Bleffed be Egypt my people, and 
Afpria the werk of my bands; and Ifrael mine in- 
heritance, ver. 23, &c. 
It is clearly foretold by the prophet, that a 


1 great prince, from a foreign country, fhould dc= 


liver the Egyptians from their Perfian oppreffors, 
and deal their country, which was /mitten of God, 
and afflicted. And who could this be but Alex- 
ander, who is always diftinguifhed by.the addi- 


| tiona) epithet ¢he Great, and whofe firlt fuc- 


ceffor in Egypt was called the great Plélemy and 
Prolemy Soter, or the faviour ? When Alexan- 
der went firft into Egypt the people all chear- 
fully fubmitted to him out of hatred to the Per- 
fians, fo that he became mafter of the coun- 
try without any oppofition. For this reafon he 
treated them with great humanity and kindnefs, 
buile a city there, which, after his own name, 
he called Alexandria, appointed one of his own 
country for their civil governor, and permitted 
them to be governed by their own laws and cuf- 
toms. By 'thefe changes and regulations, and 
by the prudent and gentle adminiftration of fome 
of the firft Prolemies, Egypt revived, trade and 
learning flourifhed, and, for a time, the land 
was bleffed with peace and plenty. 

The prophet likewife foretels, that about the 
fame time the true religion, and the true worfhip. 
of the God of Ifrael, fhould begin to fpread, 
and prevail in the land of Egypt: and what 
event was ever more unlikely to happen than 
the converfion of a people fo funk and loft in 

7 6D.  fuperftition 
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{uperftition and idolatry of the worft and groffeft 
kind? But that it did happen will appear from 
what.follows, : 

' Jt is certain that many of the Jews, after Ne- 
buchadnezzar had taken Jerufalem, fied into 
Egypt, and with them went Jeremiah the pro- 
phet, who there delivered moft of his prophe- 
cies concerning the conqueft of Egypt by Ne- 
buchadnezzar. From thence fome knowledge 
ef God, and fome notices of the prophecies, 
might eafily be received by the Egyptians. This 
alteration was to take place principally in five 
cities, which accordingly came to pafs. The 
firft city in which the true worfhip of God was 
received was Heliopolis; the fecond Migdel, or 
Magdolum ; the third, Taépanhes, or Daphne ; 
the fourth, Nopf, or Memphis; and the fifth, 
in the county of Pathros, or Thebais; all of 
which are particularly mentioned by the prophet 
Jeremiah, chap. sliv. 1. 

In thefe cities, at that time, many Jews re- 
fided ; and. though they were, in general, very 
wicked men, and difobedient to the word of 
God, yet, no doubt, feme good people were 
mingled among them, who might relate to them 
the prophecies of Jeremiah, and they themfelves, 
when they faw them fulfilled, might embrace 
the Jewifh religion, This, however, is not to 
be underflood of all the inhabitants of thofe 
places, bur only of fome, which is fufficient to 
juftify the exprefiion of jive Gries Spaking the 
lon. uoze f Conarn, and os caring by the Lord of 
hefis. 
is to the fame effect: Phen will I turn to the peo- 
plea pure lengucge, that they may call upon the 
name of the Lord to forve him with one confent, 
Zeph. iil. 9. 

After Alexander the Great had made a con- 
guelt of Egypt, he tranfplanted many of the 
Jews into his new city of Alexandria, and al- 
lowed them. many privileges and immunities 
equal co tiofe enjoyed by the Macedonians. 
Prolemmy Soter carried more of them into Egypt, 
and they received fuch indulgencies that many 
others followed them of their own accord, Pto- 
lemy Philadelphus redeemed and releafed the 
captive Jews; and in his reign, or his father’s, 
the hooks of Mofes were tranflated into Greek, 
and sgterwards the other parts of the Old Tefta- 
ment. The third Ptolemy, called Euergetes, 
having fubdued all Syria, did not facrifice to the 
idols of Egypt in acknowledgment of his vic- 
tory; but going to Jerufalem made his oblations 
to God after the manner of the Jews, and his 
exanite, no doubt, was followed by many of his 
fubjects. The fixth Ptolemy, called Philometor, 
conimitted the whole management of his king- 
dom to two Jews, Onias and Dofitheus, who were 
his chief miniers and generals, and had the 
principal direction of all affairs, both civil and 
inilicary. This Onias obtained a licence from 
the king to build a temple for the Jews in 
feyot like that at Jerufalem, alledging for the 
purpote this very prophecy of Tfaiah, that there 
Chould fe an eltar to the Lord in the midft of the 
fend of Erypt: and the king and queen in their 
ediét make honourable mention of the law and 
of the prophet Lfaiah, and exprefs a dread of 
{inning againtt God. The place, chofen for the 
building of this temple, was in the prefecture 
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Boor y, 
of Heliopolis, or the city of the fun, which place 
is likewife mentioned in the prophecy. It was 
built after the model of the temple at Ferufg: 
lem, but not fo fumptuous and magnificenr, 
Philometor himfelf was made high-prisit; other 
priefts and Levites were appointed for the mini. 
{tration ; and Divine fervice was daily performed 
there in the fame manner as at Jérufalem. By 
thefe means the Egyptians muft have known the 
Lerd; and without doubt there muft have been 
many profelytes among them. Amidft thofe- 
who came up to the feaft of Pentecoft, there are 
particularly mentioned she dwellers in Ezypt and 
in the parts of Lybia about Cyrene Jews and tro~ 
Jeltes, A&ts.ii. 10. 
_ Thus were the Jews fettled and encouraged 
in Egypt; nor were they lefs favoured by the 
kings of Syria. Seleucus Nicator made’ them 
free of the cities which he built in Affa and the 
Lower Syria, and even of Antioch, the capital 
of hiskingdom; and granted the fame richts 
and privileges to them as to the Greeks and 
Macedonians. Antiochus the Great publithed 
feveral decrees in favour of the Jews, both of 
thofe who inhabited Jerufalem,.and of thofe who 
dwelt in Mefopotamia and Babylon. And thus, 
by means of the Jews and profelytes dwelling in 
Egypt and Syria, Ifrael, Egypt and Syria, were, 
in fome meafure,, united in the fame worfhip, 
But this was.more fully accomplifhed: when. the 
inhabitants of thefe countries became Chriftians, 
and were made members of the church of 
Chrift. And it is to be ferioufly hoped’ and 
believed, that the prophecy will {till receive 
its moft perfect completion in the latter days, 
when Mahometanifin fhall be rooted out, and 
Chriftianity fhall again flourith in thefe coun- 


| tries, when she fidnefs cf the Gentiles fhall come 


tn, and all Irael fhall be faved. 

The fate of Egypt, from the days of Nebu- 
chadnezzar to the prefent period, ts predidted, 
in a moft remarkable manner, by the prophet 
Ezekiel. He foretels,. that after the defotation 
of the land, it fhould be a bafe kingdom: it hall 
be the bafeft of the kingdoms, neither fhall it exalt 
itfelf any more above the nations: for I will dimi- 
nifh them, that they fhall no more rule over the 
nations, Ezek. xxix. 14,55. And again, | 
wilt fell the land into the hand cof the wicked, and 
L will make the land «afte, and all that is there- 
in, Ly the hand of firangers: and there fhall be 
no were a prince of the land of Egypt, Ezek. xxx. 
42, 13. 

In order to point out the great truth of the 
fulfilment of this remarkable prophecy, we mut 
advert to, and make a fhort deduction from the 
Egyptian Hiftory, at leaft that part of it which 
contains the various circumftances that tool 
place from the fubduction of Egypt by Nebu- 


) chadnezzar, to the prefent period. 


After Nebuchadnezzar had: conquered the E- 
gyptians he appointed Amafis for their king; 
and as he held his crown by the permiffton and 
allowance of the Babylonians, there is not the 
leaft doubr but he paid them tribure for it. Be- 
rofus, the Chaldean hiftorian, fpeaketh of Ne- 
buchadnezzar’s reducing Egypt to his obedience, 
and afterwards of his fettling the affairs of the 
country, and carrying away captives from thence 
to Babyion. By his fetrling the affairs of Egypt 

nothing 
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nothing lefs could be meant than his appointing 
the governors, and the tribute that they fhould 

ay to him: and by carrying fome Egyptians 
captives to Babylon he certainly intended not 
only to weaken the country, but alfo to have 
them as hoftages to fecure the obedience of the 
reft, and the payment of their tribute. 

After the fall of the Babylonifh empire, Cy- 
rus eftablifhed the Perfian on its ruins; and it 
its affirmed, by that faithful and elegant hifto- 
rian Xenophon; that Cyrus alfo conquered E- 
gypt, and made it part of his empire. But 
whether this was fo or not, it is univerfally al- 
lowed that Cambyfes, the fon of Cyrus, did 
conquer Egypt, and deprived Pfammenitus 
(the then king) of his crown, to which he had 
newly fucceeded upon the death of Amafis. 
Cambyfes purpofed to have made Pfammenitus 
adminiftrator of the kingdom under him, as it 
was the cuftom of the Perfians to do to the con- 
quered princes: but Pfammenitus forming 
{chemes to recover the kingdom, and being 
convicted thereof, was put to death. The Egyp- 
tians groaned under the yoke near - forty years. 
They then revolted towzrds rhe latter end of the 
reign of Darius the fon of Hyftafpes: but his 
{on and fucceffor Xerxes, in the fecond year of 
his reign, fubdued them again, and reduced 
them to a worfe condition of fervitude than they 
hat been in under Darius, and appointed his 
brother Achzinenes governor of Egypt. About 
twenty-four years after this (when the Egyptians 
heard of the troubles in Perfia about the fuc- 
ceffion to the throne after the death of Xerxes) 
ticy revolced again at the inftigation of Inarus 
king of Lybia; and having driven away the 
Purhan tribute-collectors, they conftituted Ina- 
rus their king. Six years were employed in 
reducing them to obedience, and all Egypt fub- 
mitted again to king Artaxerxes Longimanus, 
except Amyrtaus, who reigned in the tens, whi- 
ther the Perfians could not approacl: to take 
him. Inarus, who was the author of thete evils, 
being betrayed to the Perfians, was taken and 
crucified. They, however, permitred his fon 
Thannyra to fucceed his father in the kingdom 
of Lybia; and Egypt continued in fubjection 


al] the remaining part of the long reign of Ar- | 


taxerxes. In the tenth year of Darius Nothus they 
revolted again under the conduct of Amyrtzus, 
who falied out of the fens, drove the Perfians 
from Egypt, and made himfelf mafter of the 
country. Aimyreaus was fucceeded by his fon 
Paufiris, who (according to Herodotus) ob- 
tained the kingdom by the favour of the Per- 
fians, from whence it appears that the Perfians 
had again fubdued Egypt, or, at leaft, that the 
king was not eftablifhed without their confent 
and approbation. It is certain, however, that 
after this the Egyptians gave much trouble to 
the Perfians. Artaxerxes Mnemon made feve- 
ral efforts to reconquer the country, but they 
all proved ineffectual. It was not totally and 
finaly fubdued till the ninth year of the follow- 
inz reign of Ochus, about 350 years before 
Chriftt; when Nectanebus the laft king Aled in- 
to Ethiopia, and Ochus became abfolute matter 
of the country, and having appointed one of 
his nobles, named Pherendates, to be his vice- 
roy and governor of Egypt, he returned with 
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great glory, and with immenfe treafures to Ba- 
bylon. Egypt from that time hath never been 
able to recover its liberties: It hath always been 
fubject to ftrangers, and never governed by a 
king of its own, whereby hath been amply ful- 
filled that part of Ezekiel’s prophecy, in which 
itis faid, there foall be no more a prince of the land 
of Exypt. 

After the Perfians, Egypt came into the hands 
ofthe Macedonians. It fubmitted to Alexander 
the Great without attempting the leat refiftance ; 
and on his death it fell to the fhare of Ptolemy, 
one of his four famous captains, and was go- 
verned by his family for feveral generations. “he 
two or three firft of the Prolemies were wile 
and potent princes, but moft of the reft (of 
which there were eleven in number) wete pro- 
digics of luxury and wickednefs. It is obferved 
by Strabo, that all after the third Pro!emy go= 
verned very ill; but thofe who governed worft 
of all were the fourth, the feventh, and the laft, 
called Auletes. The perfons here alluded to 
by Strabo were, Prolemy Philopater, or the lo- 
ver of bis father, fo called by way of irony, be- 
caufe he was a parricide, and murdered both his 
father and mother: Ptolemy Phyfcon, who af- 
fected the title of Euergets, or the benefaéicrs 
but the Alexandrians more juftly named him 
Kakergetes, or the malefa&for, on account of his 
diftinguifhed wickednefs ; and Prolemy Auletes, 
or the piper, fo denominated becaufe he fpent 
much of his time playing onthe pipe, and ufed 
to contend for the prize in the public fhows. 
This kingdom of the Macedonians continued 
from the death of Alexander 294 years, and 
ended in the famous Cleopatra, who, as the ce- 
lebrated Mr. Middleton obferves, was one of 
the moft ambitious and wicked princeffes that 
ever fat upon a throne. 

After the downfall of the Macedonians, Egypt 
fell under the dominion of the Romans. ‘Thcy 
had, indeed, either by virtue of treatics, or by 
force of arms, obtained great authority there, 
and were, in a manner, arbiters of the kingdom 
before. But after the death of Cleopatra, Oéta- 
vius Cefar reduced it into the form of a Roman 
province, and appointed Cornelius Gallus the 
firft prefect or governor. Jt remained in this 
‘ftate, with little variation, till the year 641 after 
Chrift, that is, 670 years in the whole, from 
the reign of Auguftus Czfar to that of the em- 
peror Heraclius. It was at that period that the 
Saracens, in the reign of Omar their third em- 
peror, and under the command of Amrou, in- 
vaded and conquered Egypt, took Mifrah (for- 
merly called Memphis, but now Cairo) by ftorm, 
and alfo Alexandria, after they had befieged it 
fourteen months, and had loft no Jefs than 
23,000 men. But the greateft lols in the dc» 
ftruétion of the latter place was the famous Ji- 
brary, founded by the firft’ Prolemies, and {o 
much enlarged and improved by their fucceflors, 
that the books contained in it amounted to 
700,000 volumes, all of which were committed 
tothe flames. Before this event, Egypt was 
frequented by learned foreigners from almoft all 
parts, and it produced feveral learned natives ; 
but afterwards it became more and imore a defe 
kingdom, and funk into the greateft ignorance 
and fuperftition. Mahometanilm was ettablifhed 


there 
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there inftead of Chriftianity, and the govern- 
ment of the caliphs and fultans contiaued till 
about the year s2so:after Chrift. 

Ie was about this time thac the Mamatucs * 
afurpéd the royal authority. Their government 
began with the Sultan Ibeg in the 648th year 
of the Hegira and the year of Chrift n2s5o05 
and continued through a feries of twenty-fous 
Turkifth and twenty-three Circaffian Mamaluc 
Sultans, ending with Fumanbai, in the year of 
Chrift 1517. At that time Selim, the ninth 
emperor of the Furks,. conquered the Mamalucs, 
hanged their laft Sultan Tumanbai before one of 
the gates of Cairo, and put anend.to their go- 
vernment. He caufed five hundred of the chiefeft 
Egyptian families to be tranfplanted to Conftan- 
tinople, as likewife great numbers of the wives 
and children of the Mamalucs, befides the Sul- 
tan’s treafure and other immenfe riches; and 
annexed Egypt to the Ortoman empire, where- 
of ithath continued a province from that day 
to this. It is governed by a Turkifh Batha 
with twenty-four degs or princes under him, who 
are advanced from fervitude to the adminiftra- 
tion of public affairs; a fuperftitious notion pof- 
feffing the Egyptians, that it is decreed. by fate, 
that captives fhall reign, and the natives be fub- 
ject tothem. But it is not merely a fuperftitious 
notion, but a notion in all probability at firft 
derived from fome tradition of thefe prophecies, 
that Egypt fBould ke a bafe kingdom, and that there 
foould be no nore a prince of the land of Egypt. 

Such are the events which have taken place 
in Egypt, and fuch has been the fulfilment of 
the prophecy of Ezekiel, relative to the de- 
ftruction of this once flourifhing and important 
kingdom. At the time this. prophecy was de- 
livered, who could pretend to fay, upon human 
conjecture, that fo great a kingdom, forich and 
fertile a country, fhould ever after become tri- 
butary and fubject to ftrangers? It is now more 
than two thoufand years fince this prophecy was 
firft detivered; and what hkelihood or appear- 


ance was there, that the Egyptians fhould, for - 


fo many ages; bow under a foreign yoke, and 
never, in all that time, be able to recover their 
liberties, and have a prince of their own to-reign 
ever them? But as is the prophecy, fo is the 
event: for not long after it was delivered Egypt 
was conquered by the Babylonians, and after the 
Babylonians by the Perfians; and after the Per- 
fians it became fubject to the Macedonians, and 
after the Macedonians to the Romans, and after 
the Romans to the Saracens, and then to the 
Mamalucs; and it is now a pravince to the 
Turkifh empire. 





* The word Mamaluc fignifies, in general, a flave bought 
with money, but it is appropriated in particular to thofe 
‘Turkith and Circaffian flaves, whom the fultans of Egypt 
bought very young, trained up in military exercifes, and 
made them the choiceft officers and foldiers, and by them 
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We have now beheld in what manner the ci- 
ties of Nineveh, Babylon, Tyre and Egypt 
(four of the greateft kingdoms. during their re- 
fpective flowrifhing ftates inthe univerfe) were 
vifited by. Divine vengeanee for their enmity: 
to, and oe of, the Jews, the chofen 
people of God. Bue befides this fin, all chefs 
nations were guilty of many others. Egypr, in 
particular, was fo feverely threatened for her 
idolatry, her pride and her wickednefg. The 
Egyptians have generally been more wicked 
than other nations. Antient authors defcribe 
them every where as fuperttitious and luxurious, 
as an unwarlike and unferviceable people, as a 
faithlefs and fallacious nation,. always Meaning 
one thing and pretending another, as lovers of 
wine and ftrong drink, as cruel in their anger, 
as thieves and: tolerating all kinds of theft, as 
patient of tortures, and though put to the rack, 
yet choofing rather to die than to confefs the 
truth. Modern authors paint them ftill in 
blacker colours. “Fhe famous Thevenot is very 
ftrong and fevere; ‘ The people of Egypt (fays 
‘< he, generally fpeaking). are all fwarthy, ex. 
‘© ceeding wicked, great rogues, cowardly, la- 
‘* zy, hypocrites, liars, robbers, treacherous, 
“* fo very gteedy of money, that they will 
‘« kill a man for a maiden or three halfpence.” 
Bifhop Pocock’s character of them is not much 
more favourable, though not fo harfle and op- 
probrious; “ The natives of Egypt (fays he) 
“« are now a flothful people, and delight in fit- 
< ting ftill, hearing tales, and indeed feem ak 
‘“* ways to have been more fit for the quiet life, 
“than for amy active fcenes. They are alfo 
malicious and envious to a great degree, 
«© which keeps them from uniting and fetting 

up for themfelves ; and though they ‘are very 
“« ignorant, yet they havea natural cunning and 
“© artifice as. well as falfhood, and -this makes 
“ them always fufpicious of travellers. The 
«© love of money is forooted in them, that no- 
“« thing is to be done without bribery. They 
«« think the greateft villainies are expiated, when 
“ once they have wafhed their hands ‘and feet. 
Their words pafs for nothing, either in rela- 
* tions, promifes, or profeffions of friendship, 


Such is the ftate of the Egyptians at. the pre- 
fent period, and fuch has been the .punifhment 
inflicted on them for their manifold fins and 
tranfgreffions, whereby that excellent political 
aphorifin of the wifeft of kings is fully verified, 
righteoufne/s exalteth a nation, but finis a reproach 
and ruin to amy people, Proverbs xiv. 34. 





controuled their fubje&ts, and fubdued their enemies. Th-f 
flaves, finding how neceffary and ufeful they were, grew at 
length infolent and audacious, flew their fovereigns, 2 
ufurped the government to themfelves. 2% 
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The Prophecies of Daniet, and his Interpretation of the remarkable 
Dream of NesucHaDNezzar king of BaByLon. 


IE firft prophecy of Daniel, and on which, 
indeed, all the fucceeding ones were 
founded, was his interpretation of Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s dream. This monarch, in the fecond 
year of his reign; having fubdued all his ene- 
mies; and firmly eftablifhed his throne, was 
thinking «pon kis bed what foould come to pafs here- 
after ; what fhould be the future fuccefs of his 
family and kingdom, and whether any, or what 
families and kingdoms; might arife after his 
own: and as our waking thoughts generally 
give fome tinéture to our dreams, he dreamed 
of fomething to the fame purpofe, which afto- 
nifhed him, but which he could not tightly un- 
derftand. ‘The dream greatly affected himi at 
the time; bur, awakinge in confufion, he had 
but an imperfect rernembrance of it. He there- 
fore called for the magicians and cftrologers, and 
as abfurdly as imperioufly demanded of them, 
upon pain of death’ and deftruction, to make 
known unto bim both the drcam and the interpreta- 
tion thereof. They anfwered with great reafon, 
that no king had ever required fuch a thing, 
that it tranfcended all the powers and faculties 
of man, and that God alone, or only beings 
fike him, could difclofe it. Dhere is not a man 
upon earth that can fooww the kiny’s matter, there- 
fore there is no king, lerd, nor ruler, that afked 
fuch things at any magician, aftrologer, or Chal- 
dean: sind it is a rare thing that the king re- 
quireth, and there is none other that can foow it 
bef.re the king, except the God, whofe dwelling is 
not of the flelv, Dan. ii. 10, 11. 

But the pride of abfolute power cannot liften 
to reafon, or hear any controul. Nebuchadnez- 
zar was fo incenfed at this reply, that he ordered 
all the magicians and wife men of Babylon to be 
deftroyed. Vor this caufe the king was angry and 
very fuvicws, and commanded to deftroy all the wife 
wen of Raixtor, ver. 12. Daniel and his com- 
panions would have been involved in the fame 
fate as the reft; but by their joint and earneft 
prayers to God, the fecret was revealed unto Da- 
el in a night~vifien; and Daniel bleffed the God 
f heaven, 

Danicl, having received thefe inftuctions, was 
defirous to fave the lives of the wife men of Ba- 
bylon, who were fo unjuftly condemned, as well 
as his own. He theretore went unto Arioch, the 
“platy of the kirg’s guard, whom the king had 
Srrered to delroy the wife men of Rabylon: and 
fil thus unto him, Defiroy not the wife men of 
Bebvions bring me ia before the king, and I witl 
for unto the king the interpretation, ver. 24, 8c. 

© Captain of the guard immediately intro- 

40 


duced him to the king, faying, TAave found a 
man of the captives of judah that will make known 
unto the king the interpretation, ver. 25. Daniel 
was far from affuming any merit to himfelf; he 
modeftly told Nebuchadnezzar that shis fecret, 
which the wifir men, oftrologers, magicians and 
foothfayers could not fhow unto the king, was not 
revealed to bim for any wifdom that ke bad more 
than others: but (fays he) there is a Godin hea- 
ven that revealeth fecrets, and maketh known to 
the king Nebuchadnezzar what fall be in the lat- 
ter days, Dan. ii. 27, &c. Having faid this, 
Daniel not only told him what he faw in his 
dream, but alfo what he thought within himfelf 
before his dream. 4s for thee, O king, thy 
thoughts came into thy mind, upon thy bed, what 
Joould come to pafs hereafter: and he that reveal- 
eth fecrets maketh known unto thee what fhall conve 
10 pafs. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was of a great image. 
This great image, al brightnefs was excellenr, 
ftood before him, and the form thereof was ter- 
rible. Jt appears, from antient coins and me- 
dals, that cities and people were often repre- 
fented by figures of menand women. A great 
terrible figure was therefore not an improper em- 
blem of human power and dominion; and the 
various metals of which it was compofed, nor 
unfitly typify the various kingdoms which fhould 
arife. It confifted of four different metals, gold 
and filver and brafs and iron with clay; and thefe 
four metals, according to Daniel’s own interpre- 
tation, mean fo many kingdoms: and the order 
of their fucceffion is clearly denoted by the order 
of the parts, the head and higher parts fignify- 
ing the earlier times, and the lower parts, the 
later times. From hence, it is conjectured by 
Calvin, the poets drew their fables of the four 
ages of the world, namely, the golden, the fil- 
ver, the brazen, and the iron age. 

Thefe different kingdoms will naturally con- 


ftitute the different heads of our difcourfe on 


Daniel’s prophecy and interpretation of Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s dream; in the explanation of 
which we fhall follow the beft commentators on 
the fubject, bur at the fame time fhall not re- 
gard any commentator fo much as the truth of 
hiftory, the evidence of reafon, and the analogy 
of fcripture. 

This image's bead was of fine gold, Dan. ii. 32, 
which the prophet thus interprets, Thou art thes 
head of gold, ver. 38. thou, and thy family, and 
thy reprefentatives. Vhe Babylonian, there- 
fore, was the firft of thefe kingdoms; and it 
was fitly reprefented by the Lead of fine gold, 
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on account of its great riches; and Babylon, 
for the fame reafon, was called by Hfaiah, he 
golden city, If. xiv. 4. 

. Daniel addreffeth Nebuchadnezzar as a very 
powerful king, Shou, O king, art aking of kingsy 
ver. 37. Nebuchadnezzar might, perhaps, think, 
hike fome of his predeceffors, that his conquelts 
were owing to his own fortitude and prudence: 
but the prophet affures him his fucceffes muft 
be primarily imputed to the God of heaven, 
For the God of heaven (faith ke) bath given thee 
a kingdom, power,and firength, and glery. 

Though almoft.all the antient eaftern hiftories 
are loft, yet there are fome fragments preferved, 
which fpeak of this mighty conqucror and his 
extended empire ; Berofus faith, that he held in 
fubjection Egypt, Syria, Phoenicia, Arabia, and, 
by his exploits, furpaffed all the Chaldeans and 
Babylonians who reigned before him. Jofe- 
phus (who has quoted Berofus on this oc- 
cafion) fubjoins, that in the archives of the 
Phoenicians there are written things confonant 
to thofe which are faid by Berofus concerning 
Nebuchadnezzar, namely, that he fubdued Sy- 
ria und all Phoenicia. Megafihenes, in the 
fourth beok of his Indian Hiftory, endeavours 
to fhow throughout that Nebuchadnezzar ex- 
ceeded Lercules in fortitude and greatnefs of 
exploits; anc pofitively affirms that he fubdued 
the greateft pare of Lybia and Spain. Strabo 
likewile afferts, that this king, among the Chal- 
deans, was more celebrated than Hercules, and 
led his army out of Spain into Thrace and 
Pontus. But his empire, though of great ex 
tent, was yet of no long duration; for it ended 
in his grandfon Belfhazzar, not feventy years 
after the delivery of this prophecy: and this 
may be the reafon of Danicl’s {peaking of him 
as the only king, ¢tlouw art this kead of gold, and 
after thee fhailrife, &c. Dan. it. 38, 39- 

His breaft and kis arms of filver, which Da- 
nicl thus interprets, dzd after thee fhall rife 
anotl.r kingdom-inferior to thee. It is very well 
known (from what has been already faid in a 
former prophecy relative to Babylon) that the 
kingdom which arofe after the Babylonian was 
the Medo-Perfian. The two hands and the 
fhoulders (faith Jofephus) fignmify that the em- 
pire of the Babylonians fhould be diffolved by 
two kings. ‘The two kings were, the kings of 
the Medes and Perfians, whofe powers were 
united under Cyrus, who befieged and took Ba- 
bylon, put an end to that empire, and on its 
ruins erected the Medo-Perfian, or the Perfian 
(as it is more ufually called) the Perfians having 
foon gained the afcendancy over the Medes. 

The Perfian empire is faid to be infericr, as 
being 7.6 than the Babylonian ; and it is certain 
that neither Cyrus, or any of his fucceffors, ever 
carried their arms into Africa or Spain, at leait 
as tar as Nebuchadnezzar is reported to have 
done. The Perfian empire may likewile be cal- 
led inferitr as being worfe than the former, for 


(as Dean Prideaux juftly obferves) the kings of 


Perfia were certainly ‘ the worft race of men 
that ever governed an empire.” This empire, 
from its firft eablifhment by Cyrus, to the death 
of the laft king Darius Codomannus, lafted not 
much above two hundred years, And thus far 
itis agreed by all commentators, that the two 
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firft kingdoms reprefented in Nebuchadnezzay’s: 
dream, were the Babylonian and the Perfian 

His belly and bis thighs of braft, which is in- 
terpreted by Daniel, And another third kingdam 
of brafs which foell bear rule over all the earth 
Tt is well known that Alexander the Great fub- 
verted the Perfian empire. The kingdom, there. 
fore, which fucceeded to the Perfian was the 
Macedonian ; and this kingdom was fitly repre- 
fented by brafs, for the Greeks were famous for 
their brazen armour, their ufual epithet bein 
Z e The third kingdom 
is alfo faid to bear rule over all the earth. Alex. 
ander the Great commanded that he fhould be 
called the king of all the world; not that he 
really conquered, or nearly conquered the whole 
world, but he had confiderable dominions jy 
Europe, Afia and Africa, that is, in all the three 
parts of the world then known; and Diodorus 
Siculus, and other hiftorians, mention ambaf- 
fadors coming from almoft all parts of the world 
to congratulate Alexander upon his fucceffes, or 
to fubmit to his empire. ; =" 

That this third kingdom, therefore, was the 
Macedonian there is not the leaft doubt. St. 
Jerome faith exprefsly, “ the third kingdom 
** fignifies Alexander, and the kingdom of the 
«Macedonians, and of the fucceflors of Alex- 
“ander. Which is rightly named brazen, faith 
he: for among all metals brafs is moft vocal, 
“and tinkles louder, and its found is diffufed 
“ far and wide, that it portended not only the 
** fame and power of the kingdom, but alfo 
“© the eloquence of the Greek language.” After 
the death of Alexander the kingdoms of the eaft 
were divided among his fucceffors, but the whole. 
ftill retained the name of the Macedonian em- 
pire; and Juftin reckons Alexander the fame to 
the Macedonians, as Cyrus was to the Perfians, 
and Romulus to the Romans. 

His legs of iron, bis f et part of iron, and part 
of cluy. This is interpreted by Daniel as fol- 
lows: dnd the fourth kingdom fhall be fircng as 
iron; forafmuch as iron breaketh in pieces, and 
fubdueth all things; and as ircn that breaketb all 
thefe, foall it break in pieces and bruife. And 
whereas thou faweft the feet and toes, part cf pote 
ter’s clay, and part of iron; the kingdom fhall be 
divided, but there fhall be in it of the ftrength of 
the iren, forafauch as thou faweft the iron mixed 
with miry clay. And as the toes of the fect were 
pert ef ivcn, and part of clay; fo the kingdom 
foall be party flrong aud partly broken. And 
whereas thou faweft iron mixed with miry clay, 
they fhall mingle themje'ves with the feed of mtn; 
but they foall not cleave one to another, even as 
von is not mixed with clay. Dan. il. 40, &c. 

This fourth kingdom is defcribed as ftronger 
than the three preceding. As iron’ breaketh 
and bruifeth all other metals, fo this was to 
break and fubdue all the former kingdoms. The 
metal here is different, and confequently the na- 
tion was to be different from the preceding. 
The four different metals muft fignify the four 
different nations: and as the gold fignified the 
Babylonians, the filver the Perfians, and the 
brafs the Macedonians, fo the iron mult necel- 
farily denote fome other nation; and that this 
nation was no other than that of the Romans 


will evidently appear from what follows. ai 
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The Romans fucceeded next to the Macedo- 
nians, and therefore, in courfe, were next to be 
mentioned. The Roman empire was ftronger 
and larger than any of the preceding. The 
Romans brake in pieces, and fubdued, all the 
former kingdoms. Jofephus fays, that as the 
two arms of filver denoted the kings of the 
Medes and Perfians, fo we might fay, in like 
manner, that the two legs of iron fignified the 
two Roman confuls. The iron was mixed swith 
miry clay, and the Romans were defiled with 
a mixture of barbarous nations. The Roman 
empire was at length divided into ten leffer 
kingdoms, anfwering to the, ten toes of the 
image. Thefe kingdoms retained much of the 
old Roman ftrength, and manifefted ic upon 
feveral occafions; fo that the kingdom was partly 
firong and partly broken. They mingled them- 
felves with the feed of men, They made mar- 
riages and alliances one with another; but no 
hearty union enfued; reafons of {tate are ftronger 
than thofe founded on the ties of blood, and 
intereft will always avail more than affinity. 

The Roman empire, therefore, is reprefented 
in a double ftate, firft, with the ftrength of iron, 
conquering all before it, dis legs of iron ; and 
then weakened and divided by the mixture of 
barbarous nations, bés feet part of iron, and part 
of clos. Tt fubdued Syria, and made the king- 
dom of the Scleucida a Roman province in the 
yeat 65 before Chrift; ic fubdued Egypt, and 
made ile kingdom of the Lagide a Roman 
province in the year 30 betore Chrift: and in 
the fourth century after Chrift it began to be 
torn in pieces by che incurfions of the barbarous 
nations. 

St. Jerome lived to fee tie incurfions of the 
barbarous nations: and his comment is, “ that 
“ the fourth kingdom, which plainly belongs to 
*¢ the Romans, is the Iron that breaketh and fub- 
“ dueth all things; but his feet and toes are part 
“ of iron, and part of clay, which is moft mani- 
“ feftly proved at this time: For as in the be- 
“ ginning nothing was ftronger and harder than 
“the Roman empire, fo in the end of things 
* nothing is weaker; fince both in civil wars, 
‘and againft divers nations, we want the af- 
“ fftance of other barbarous nations.” He 


a 


hath given the fame interpretation in other parts | 


of his works; and it feemeth that he had been 
blamed for it, as a reflection upon the govern- 
ment; and therefore he maketh this apology for 
himfelf; “* If (faith he) in explaining the fta- 
** tue and the difference of his feet and toes, I 
have interpreted the iron and clay of the Ro- 
man kingdom, which the {cripture foretels 
fhould be firft ftrong, and then weak, let 
them not impute it to me, but to the pro- 
phet: for we muft not fo flatter princes, as to 
neglect the verity of the holy feriptures, nor 
1s a general difputation an injury to a fingle 
perfon.” 

All antient writers, both Jewifh and Chriftian, 
agree with Se. Jerome in explaining the fourth 
ling to be the Roman. The celebrated Mr. 
Mede, who was as able a judge as any perfon 
Whatever in thefe matters, has made the follow- 
ing very juft obiervation: ‘© The Roman em- 
“ pire ({fays he) was believed to be the fourth 
“kingdom of Daniel by the church of Ifrael 
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both before and in Our Saviour’s time; re- 
** ceived by the difciples of the prophets, and 
‘* the whole Chriftian church for the firlt 300 
‘© years, without any known contradiction. And 
I confefs, having fo good a ground in {crip- 
ture, it is with me /ittle te/s than an article of 
« faith.” 

Exclufive of this wonderful image, Nebu- 
chadnezzar faw in his dream a ffone cut out with- 
out. bands, which fmote the image upon bis feet 
that were of iron and clay, and brake them to 
pieces: Then was the iron, the clay, the brafs, the 
Silver and the gold broken in pieces together, and 
became like the chaff of the threfhing—floors, and 
the wind carried them away, that no place was 
found for them, and the fione that fmote the Lilage 
became a great mountain, and filled the whole 
earth: Which is thus interpreted and explained 
by Daniel, nd in the days of thefe kings fhall 
the God of heaven fet up a kingdovit, which ~hall 
never Le deftroyed s and the kingdom fhall not be left 
to other people, but it foal! break in pieces, and 
confume all thofe kingdoms, and it foall fland for 
ever: Forafmuch as thou faweft that the fone was 
cut cut of the mountain without hands, aud that 
it brake in pieces the iron, the brafs, the clays the 
Silver and the gold, ver. 44, 45. 

By this was evidently meant the kingdom of 
Chrift, which was fet up during the days of 
the aft of the before mentioned kingdoms. 
The féone was totally a very different thing from 
the zmage, and the kingdom of Chrift is totally 
different from the kingdoms of the world. T£e 
Stone was cut out of the mountain without bands, 
and was to be a building of God, au houfe not made 
with hands. ‘This the fathers generally apply to 
Chrift himfelf, who was miraculoufly born of a 
virgin without the concurrence of aman: but 
it fhould rather be underftood of the kingdom 
of Chrilt, which was formed out of the Roman 
empire, not by number of hands, or ftrength 
of armies, but without human means, and 
the affiftance of fecond caufes, This kingdom 
was fet up by the God of heaven; and trom hence 
the phrafe of the kingdom of heaven came to fig- 
nify the kingdom of the Meffiah ; and {0 it was 
uled and underftood by the Jews, and fo it is 
applied by Our Saviour in the New Teltament. 
Other kingdoms were raifed by human ambition 
and worldly power: but this was the work not 
of man but of God; this was truly. as it is cal- 
led the kingdom of heaven, and a kingdom not of 
this world; its laws, its powers, were all Divine. 
This kingdom was weurr to be deffroyed, as the 
Babylonian, the Perfian, and the Macedonian 
empires have been, and, in a great meatfure, alfo 
the Roman. This kingdom was to break in 
pieces and confume all the kingdoms, to fpread and 
enlarge itfelf, fo that it fhould comprehend with- 
in itfelf all che former kingdoms. It fhort, it 
was to fill the whole earth, to become univer-~ 
fal, and to fand for ever. ; 

As the fourth kingdom, or the Roman em- 
pire, was reprefented in a twofold ftate, firft 
ftrong and flourifhing with legs of iron, and 
then weakened and divided caith feet and toes 
part of ivon and part of cay; to this fifth king- 
dom, or the kingdom of Chrift, is deferibed 
likewife in two ftates, which Mr. Mede very 
juftly diftinguifhes by the names of she bing 
lon 
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dom of the Rene, and the kingdos: of the moun- 
tain; the firft, when the fone was cut out of the. 
mountain without bands, the fecond when it be- 
came itfelf @ mountain and filled the whole earth. 
The fone was cut out of the mountain without Lauds ; 
that is, the kingdom of Chrift was firft fer up 
while the Roman empire was in its full ftrength 
with legs of iron. The Roman empire was af- 
terwards divided into ten leffer kingdoms, the 
remains of which are ftill fubfifting. The image 
is ftill ftanding upon his feet and toes of iron 
and clay; the kingdom of Chrift is ftill the 
Jlone cut out of the mountain, this ftone will one 
day fmite the image upon the feet and toes, and 
deftroy it utterly, and will itfelf become a great 
mouncain and fill the whele earth; or, in other 
words, the kinzdoms of this world foal! become the 
kingdoms of our Lerd, and of his Chriff, and he 
foall reign for cver and ever, Rev. xi. 1g. We 
have, therefore, feen the kingdom of the fone, 
but we have not yet feen the kingdom of the 
mountain. Some parts of this prophecy ftill re- 
main to be fulfilled; and from the exat com- 
pletion of the other parts there is not the leaft 
doubt but that the reft, in due feafon, will be 
fally accomplifhed. 
‘This interpretation of the fifth kingdom is 
confonant to the fenfe of all antient writers, both 
Jews and Chriftians. Jonathan Bell Uczziel, 
who made the Chaldee Targum, or paraphrafe 
upon the propheciess lived a little before Our 
Saviour. He did not, indeed, make any Chal- 
dee verfion of Daniel, but he applies his pro- 
phecies in his interpretation of thofe of other 
prophets. VUhus, in a paraphrafe upon Haba- 
kuk he fpeaketh of the four great kingdoms of 
the earth, that they fhould, in their turns, be 
deftroyed, and be fucceeded by the kingdom of 
the Meffiah. “ For the kingdom of Babylon 
“ fhall mot continue, nor exercife dominion 
over Ifrael; the kings of Media fhall be 
flain, and the ftrong men of Greece fhall not 
profper ; the-Romans fhall be blotted out, nor 
collect tribute from Jerufalem. TVherefore 
becaufe of the fign and redemption which thou 
fhalt aceomplifh for thy Chrift and for the rem- 
nant of thy people, they who remain fhall praife 
thee, &c.” 
Joveplus, in fpeaking of this kingdom, fays, 
The kingdom of the fone fhall bruife the 
Jews that fumbled at Chrift’s firft coming ; 
but the kingdom of the mountein, when ma- 
nifefted, fhall beat the feet of the monarchi- 
cal flatue to duft, and leave no remains of the 
fourth monarchy in its laft and degenerate 
ftate.” 
Vhe fame opinion was prevalent among the 
anticnt Chriftians, as well as among the Jews. 
St. Jerome, and all the fathers, who have oc- 
cafion to comment upon this paffages give the 
faine interpretation ; but it will be fufficient here 
to preferve the teitimony of that elegant hifto- 
rian Sulpicius Severus, who, after having given 
an account of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, and all 
the particulars relating to it, fubjoins an expo- 
ficion of it agreeable to Daniel’s interpretation. 
«© The image (fays he) is an emblem of the 
«world. “he golden head is the empire of 
«¢ the Chaldeans; forafmuch as thar was the 


« firft and mot wealthy. The breaft and arms 
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of filver fignify the fecond kingdom, which 
was that of the Perfian under Cyrus. In the 
brazen belly the third kingdom ‘is declared 
to be portended; and that we fee.fubfilled ; 
Forafmuch as the empire taken from the Per- 
ftans was given by Alexander to Macedonia, 
VYhe iron legs are the fourth kingdom : and 
that is the Roman, the ftrongeft of all the king- 
doms before it. But the feet part of iron 
and part of clay, prefigure the Roman en. 
pire to be fo divided as that it fhould never 
unite again: which is equally fulfilled. For. 
-afinuch as the Roman territory is occupied by 
foreign nations or rebels:—and we fee (faith 
he, and he lived at the beginning of the 
fifth century) barbarous nations mixed with 
our armies, cities, and provinces.—But in 
the ftone cut out without hands, which brake 
in pieces the gold, the filver, the brafs, the 
iron and the elay, we have a figure of Chit: 
for he fhall reduce this world, in which are 
the kingdoms of theeatth, to nothing, and 
fhaH eftablith a kingdom that wilk lat for 
ever.” 

Thus did it pleafe God to reveal unto Daniel, 
and by Daniel unto Nebuchadnezzar, the grear 
and mott fignal events of this world, as Daniel 
faid unto Nebuchadnezzar at the time he in- 
terpreted his dream, The great Ged hath made 
known to the king what fhall come ts pa;s Le: eof- 
ter, and the dream is certain, and tbe enterpreta~ 
tion thereof is fure, Dan. ii. 45. The king, hear- 
ing his dream related with fuch exaétnefs, might 
be better affured of the truth of the interpreta- 
tion, and of the great events which fhould fol- 
low. And from hence we are enabled, in fome 
meafure, to account for Nebuchadnezzar'’s pro- 
phefying a little before he died.  Abydenus 
wrote the hiftory of the Affyrians. It is not 
well known in what age he lived, and his hitto- 
ry is loft ; but there is a fragment of it preferved 
by Eufebius, wherein it is afferted thar Nebu- 
chadnezzar, juft before his death, was infpired, 
and that he prophefied in this manner: “ I 
“© Nebuchadnezzar foretel unto you; O Babyloni- 
ans, an imminent calamity, which neither Belus 
my progenitor, nor queen Beltis can perfuade 
the fates to avert: A Perfian mule fhall come 
aflited by your demons, and impofe fervitude 
upon you; whofe coadjutor fhall be a Mede, 
the boaft of the Affyrians.” 

This prophecy of Nebuchadnezzar was after- 
wards thus interpreted. “Cyrus was the mule; 
he was born of parents of different mations, the 
mother the better, and the father the meaner ; 
for fhe was a Mede, and a daughter of the king 
of the Medes, but he was a Perfian, and fubject 
to the Medes. If, therefore, any fuch prophecy 
was uttered by Nebuchadnezzar a little before 
his death, if any fuch oracle was received and 
believed of Cyrus and the Perfians fubduing 
Afia, it may very juftly be fuppofed ro have 
been derived originally from the prophecy of 
Daniel, which being folemnly delivered to a 
great king, and publifhed in Chaldee, might 
come to be generally known in the eaft; and the 
truth of it was foon evinced by the event that 
followed. 

It was likewife from this prophecy of Daniel 
that the diftinGion firlt arole of the four great 
empires 
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Cuap. XIU. 
empires of ‘thie world, which hath ‘been followed. 
by moft hiftorians ’and «chronologers. in: their 
diftribution of tinies.~. As thefe: four empirts 
are the fubject of this prophecy’ fo likewife 
have they ‘been the fubje&trof ie moft cele- 
brated writers both in former and in ‘later ages, 
The hiftories of thefe empires are the beft writ- 
ten, and the moft read, of any; they are the 
{tudy of the learned, and the amufement of the 
polite ; they are of ufe both in f{chools; and in 
fenates: from hence examples, inftructions, laws 
and politics are derived for all ages ; and very 
little in-comparifon is known of other times, or 
of other nations. ; 

It may be obferved by fome that there have 
been empires as great as thefe, fuch as thofe of 
the Tartars, the Saracens and the Turks ; and 
it may, perhaps, be thought that they are as 
well deferving of a place in this fucceffion of 
kingdoms, and were equally worthy to be made 
the objects of prophecy, being as eminent for 
the wifdom of their conftitutions, the extent of 
their dominions, and the length of their dura- 
tion. But thefe four empires had a particular 
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relation to ‘the:church and people of God,..who 


‘were fyubjec&t.to.each of them in their’ curns. 
The fate of them was therefore particularly’ pre- 


‘dicted ; and we have in them, without the inter- | 


mixture of others, a line of prophecy (as it 
may be juftly called) from the reign of Nebu- 
chadnezzar to the full and complete eftablifh- 
ment of the kingdom of the Meffiah. 

The great arbiter of kingdoms, and governor 
of the univerfe, can reveal as much of their fu- 
ture revolutions as he pleafeth: and he hath re-" 
vealed enough to manifeft his Providence, and 
to confirm the truth of religion. What Daniel, 
therefore, faid on the firit difcovery of thefe 
things, may be very juftly applied after the com- 
pletion of fo many particulars: Bleffed be the 
name of God for ever and ever; for wifdom and 
might are his. And he changeth the times and the 
feafons: he removeth kings, and fetteth up king s: 
he giveth wifdom unto the wife, and knowledge to 
them that know underftanding. He reveafggh the 
deep and fecret things: be knoweth what I¥gn the 
darknefs, and the light dwelleth with bim, Dan: 
li. 20, &c. 
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Of Dante's Vifion concerning the four great Empires. 


3 . és 
N the firft year of the reign of Belfhazzar, 


(the laft fovereign of the Babylonifh empire) 
the fame things were revealed unto Daniel con- 
cerning the four great empires of the world, 
as had been ‘revealed unto Nebuchadnezzar in 
the fecond year of his reign, which was a {pace 
of about forty-eight vears. All the difference 
between thefe revelations -is, that what was re-. 
vealed to Nebuchadnezzar in the form of a great 
image was reprefented to Daniel in the fhape of 
great wild beafts ; which difference is accounted 
tor by Mr. Louth, who fays, ‘ this image. ap- 
“ peared with a glorious luftre in the imagina- 
tion of Nebuchadnezzar, whofe mind was 
wholly taken up with admiration of worldly 
pomp and fplendor; whereas the fame mo- 
narchies were reprefented to Daniel under 
the fhape of fierce and wild beafts, as being 
the great fupporters of idolatry and tyranny 
in the world.” ae 
In Daniel’s vifion the firft kingdom is repre- 
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fented by a beaft, that was dike a lion, and bad 


cagle’s wings: and I bebeld till the wings thereof 
ere pluckt, and it was lifted up from the earth, 
qua mide ta ftand upon the feet as a man, and a 
man’; beart was given to it, Dan. vii. 4.  Thisis 


the kingdom of the Babylonians: and the king. 


of Babylon is, in like manner, compared to a 
lion by the prophet Jeremiah, she lion is come up 
irom bis thicket, and the deftroyer of the Grntiles 
13 on his. way, Jer. iv..7. and he is faid to fly as 
aneagle, Bebold, be fhall fly as an eagle, and foall 
Jpread bis wings over Mcab, xlviii. 40. And he. 
's alfo compared to an eagle by the prophet Eze- 
4t 


kiel, Thus faith the Lord God, A great eagle with 
great wings, &c. Ezek. xvii. 3. 

The lion is the king of beafts, and the eagle 
the king of birds ; and therefore the kingdom of 
Babylon, which is defcribed as the firft and no- 
bleft kingdom, and was the kingdom then in 
being, is faid to partake of the nature of both. 
The eagle’s wings denote its fwiftnefs and ra- 
pidity : and the conquefts of Babylon were very 
rapid, that empire being advanced to its height 
within a few years by a fingle perfon, namely, 
by the conduct and arms of Nebuchadnezzar. 
It is farther faid that the wings thereof were pluckt. 
Its wings were beginning to be pluckt when 
Daniel’s prophecy was firft delivered, for at that 
time the Medes and Perfians were incroaching 
upon it: Belfhazzar, the then reigning king, was 
the laft of his race; and in the feventeenth year 
of his reign Babylon was taken, and the ‘king- 
dom was transferred to the Medes and Perfians. 

And it was made to fland upon the feet as a 
man, and a man’s beart was given to it. The 
meaning of this paflage is fuppofed to bé an al- 
lufion to the cafe of Nebuchadnezzar, when, in 
his madnefs, a beaft’s heart was given unto him, 
and, after he was reftored to his fenfes, @ man's 
heart was given to bim again. It evidently ap- 
pears,. that after the Babylonian empire was fub- 
verted the people became more humane and 
gentle; their minds were humbled with their 
ill fortune; and thofe who vaunted as. if they 
had been more than men, now found themfelves 
to be but men. They were, in fhort, brought 
to fuch a fenfe as the pfalmift wifhes fuch perfons 
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to have, Put them in fear, O Lord; that the na- 
tions may know themfelves to be but men, Pfal. 
1K. 20, ’ 

The fecond kingdom is reprefented by another 
beaft like to a bear, and it raifed up itfelf om one 
fide, and it bad three ribs it the mouth of it be- 
tween the teeth of it: and they faid thus unto it, 
Arife, devour much fleh; Dan. vii. 5. This is 
the- kingdom of the Medes and Perfians: and 
for their cruelty and greedinefs after blood they 
are compared to a bear, which is a favage and 
voracious animal. The learned Bochart recounts 
feveral particulars wherein the Perfians refembled 
bears; but the chief likenefs confifted in what 
has been already mentioned ; and this likenefs 
was principally intended by the prophet, as evi- 
dently appears from the words of the text irfelf, 
Arife, devour much fief, 

And it raifed up itfelf on one fide, or, it raifed 
up one dominion. The Perfians were fubjeé& to 
the Medes at the conqueft of Babylon, but foon 
after raifed themfelves above them. 

And it bad three ribs in the mouth of it betaveen 
the teeth cf it. By thefe are meant the three 
kingdoms of the Babylonians, Medes and Per- 
fians, which were reduced into one kingdom. 
They might properly be called rds, as the con- 
queft of them much ftrengthened the Perfian 
empire ; and they might be faid to be between 
the teeth of the bear, as they were much grinded 
and opprefied by the Perfians. 

And thzy faid thus unto it, Arife, devour much 
Sieh. This, as we have before obferved, was 
faid, to denote the natural cruelty of the Medes 
and Perfians. They are alfo reprefented very 
cruel by the prophet [aiah, chap. xiii. 18. Cam- 
byfes, Ochus, and others of their princes, were, 
indeed, more hike bears than men. Initances 
of their cruelty abound in almoft all the hifto- 
rians who have written of their affairs. Ammia- 
nus Marcellinus defcribes them as being proud, 
eruel, and exercifing the power of life and death 
over flaves and ob{cure plebeans. “ They pull off 
“* the fkin (fayshe) from men alive by pieces or 
** altogether ; and they have abominable laws, 
«© by which, for one man’s offence, all the 
«© neighbourhood is deftroyed.” 

The third kingdom is reprefented by another 
beaft like a lecpard, which had upon the back of it 
four wings of a fowl; the beaft kad clfo four 
beads; and comini-n was given toit. This is the 
kingdom of the Macedonians or Grecians, who, 
under the command of Alexander the Greaz, 
evercame the Perfians, and reigned next after 
them: and it is fitly compared to a leopard on 
feveral accounts. The leopard is remarkable 
for fwiftnefs ; and Alexander and the Macedo- 
nians were amazingly fwift and rapid in their 
conquefts, The leopard is a fpotted animal; 
and was therefore a proper emblem (according 
to Bochart) of the different manners of the na- 
tions which Alexander commanded, or (ac- 
cording to Grotius) of the various manners of 
Alexander himfelf, who was fometimes merciful, 
and fometimes cruel ; fometimes temperate, and 
fometimes drunken ; fometimes abftemious, and 
fometiines incontinent. The leopard (as Bochart 
ebferves) is of fmall ftature, but of great cou- 
rage, fo as not to be afraid to engage with the 
lion and the largeft beafts; and to Alexander, a 
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and with 4 fmall army, dared to attack Dari 
whofe kingdom was extended. from = Fs 
ae to the Indies. q voy 

be beaft bad upon the back of it four wings 
afcwi. The Rabqliclas capt ee ee . 
with two wings, but. this is deferibed. with four: 
For (as St. Jerome faith) nothing cauld be 
fwifter than the victories of Alexandex, whg ran 
through all the countries, from. Illyzicum and 
the Adriatic Sea, to the Indian,ogean and the ri. 
ver Ganges, not fo much fighting as conquer. 
ing, and in twelve years fubjugated part of Ey. 
rope, and all Afia to himfelf 

The beaft had alfo four beads ; to denote the 
four kingdoms into which this fame third king- 
dom fhould be divided, as it was divided, after 
the death of Alexander, into four kingdoms 
Caffander reigning over Macedon and, Greece, 
Lyfimachus over Thrace and Bithynia, Ptolemy 
over Egypt, and Seleucus over Syria. 

And dominion was given toit. This (as Sr. 
Jerome fays) theweth, that it was not owing to 
the fortitude of Alexander, but proceeded from 
the will of the Lord. And, indeed, -unlefs he 
had been directed, preferved, and affifted by the 
fupreme power, how could Alexander with 
30,000 men have overcome Darius with 600,000, 
and, in fo fhort atime, have brought all the 
countries, from Greece as far as to India, into 
fubjeétion ? 

The fourth kingdom is reprefented by a fourth 
beaft, dreadful and territle; and Strong exceeding- 
hy, and it had great iron teeth ; it devoured, and 
brake in pieces, and ftamped the refidue with the 
feet cf it, and it was civerfe from all the bealts 
that were before it. Daniel was particularly de- 
firous to know what this might mean ;. upoo 
which he was thus anfwered by the angel, who 
had explained to him the former part of his vi- 
fion: Lhe fourth beaft fall be the fourth kingdom 
upon the earth, which Jfoall be diverfe from ail 
kingdoms, and fhall devour the whole earth, and 
Joall tread it down, and Lreak it in pieces, Danict 
Vil. 19. 23. 

This fourth kingdom can be none other than 
the Roman empire. The fourth beaft was fo 
great and horrible, that it was not eafy to find 
an adequate name for it: and the Roman em- 
pire was dreadful, and terrible, and ftrong ex- 
ceedingly, beyond any of the former kingdon's. 
It was diverfe from ail kingdoms, not only in its 
republican form of government, but likewife in 
ftrength and power, and greatnefs, length of 
duration, and extent of dominion. - J¢ devoured, 
and brake in pieces, and fiamped the .refidur wilh 
the feet of it. It reduced Macedon into a Ro- 
man province about 163 years, the kingdom oi 
Pergamus about 133 years, Syria about 65 years, 
and Egypt about 30 years, before Chrift. And 
befides the remains of the Macedonian empir; 
it fubdued many other provinces and kingdoms; 
fo that it might very juftly be {aid to devour st 
awbole earth, and to tread it dewn, and break itis 
pieces; and it became, in a manner, what the 
Roman writers delighted to call it, namely, the 
empire of the whole werld. , . 

A celebrated Greek writer, who flourished 5 
the reign of Auguftus Czfar, hath a remarkable 
paflage, which is very pertinent ily it 
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ing the fulfilment of this part of the pro- 
kl "i fpeaking of the reat fuperiority of 
re Roman to all former empires; he faith, 
« The Macedonian empire having overturned 
us the force of the Perfians, in greatnefs indeed 
« of dominion exceeded all the kingdoms which 
were before it: but yet it did not flourifh a 
« Jong time. After the death of Alexander it 
« began to grow worfe and worfe, and. being 
« divided into feveral principalities by-his fuc- 
ceffors, it was weakened by itfelf, and at laft 
was deftroyed by the Romans, Norwithftand- 
ing itsonce great power, yet it did not reduce 
all the earth and feato its obedience. For 
neither did it poffefs Africa; except that part 
adjoining to Egypt ; neither did it fubdue all 
Europe, but only northwards it proceeded as 
far as Thrace, and weftwards it defcended to 
the Adriatic Sea. But the city of Rome ru- 
leth over all the earth, as faras it is inhabited ; 
and commands all the fea, not only that with- 
in the pillars of Hercules, but alfo the ocean, 
« qs far as it is navigable, having firft and alone 
of all the moft celebrated kingdoms; made 
the eaft and weft the bounds of its empire: 
and its dominion hath continued not a fhort 
time, but longer than that of any other city 
or kingdom in the world.” , 
Another remarkable property of this fourth 
beat is, that #¢ bad ten horns: and, according 
to the angel’s interpretation, the ten horns out of 
this kingdom are ten kings, or kingdoms, that foall 
arife; which was accordingly fulfilled when the 
Roman empire was divided into ten different 
ftates or kingdoms. 

But befides thefe ten horns or kingdoms of 
the fourth empire, there was to {pring up among 
them another little horn. J confidered the horns 
(faith Daniel) and bebold there came up among 
them another little korn, before whom there were 
three of the firft borns pluckt up by ihe roots. 
Daniel was eager to know the meaning of this part 
of the vifion; upon which the angel informed 
him, that as the tex borns out of this kingdom were 
ien kings, or kingdoms, that fhould arife, {0 like- 
wife thar am ther foall rife after them, and he foall 
jubdue three kings, or kingdoms. 

We have already feen that the Roman empire 
was divided into ten horns or kingdoms ; and 
among them we may, On a proper examination, 
find another little horn or kingdom, anfwering 
in all refpeéts to the character here given. The 
celebrated Machiavel (in his hiftory of Florence) 
efter having fhewn how the Roman empire was 
broken and divided by the incurfions of the 
rerthern nations, fays, ‘© About this time the 
“ bifhops of Rome began te take upon them, 
“ and to exercife greater authority than they had 
formerly done. At firft the fucceffors of St. 
Peter were venerable and eminent for their 
miracles, and the holinefs of their lives; and 
their examples added daily fuch numbers 
to the Chriftian church, that to obviate or re- 
‘move the confufions which were then in the 
“world, many princes turned Chriftians, and 
“ the emperor of Rome being converted among 
the reft, and quitting Rome, to hold his refi- 
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;, began to decline, but the church of Rome 
“augmented as faft.” He then proceeds to 
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‘give an account how the Roman empire declined, 
and the power of the church of Rome increafed, 
firft under the Goths, then under the Lombards; 
and afterwards by the calling in of the Franks. 
Here, then; is a little wor {fpringing up 
among the other ten horns. The bifhop of 
Rome was refpectable as a bifhop long before, 
but he did not become a bern properly (which 
is an emblem of ftrength and power) till he be- 
came a temporal prince. He was to rife after 
the other, that is, Jebind them; {o that the ten 
kings were not aware of the gtowing up of the 
little horn, tillit had overpowered them. Tbree 
of the firft borns (that is, three of the firft kings 
or kingdoms) were to be pluckt up by the roots, 
and to fall before bim. 'Thefe three are very 
fully explained both by Mr. Mede and Sir Ifaac 
Newton ; but, as there is very little variation 
between them, we fhall only quote the words 
of the latter. ‘ Kings (faith he) are put for 
‘© kingdoms, and therefore the little horn is a 
‘¢ Jittle kingdom. It was a horn of the fourth 
‘© beaft, and rooted up three of his firft horns, 
*¢ and therefore we are to look for it among the 
“© nations of the Latin empire, after the rife of 
‘© the ten horns.—-In the eighth century, by 
‘© rooting up and fubduing the exarchate of 
“¢ Ravenna, the kingdom of the Lombards, and 
* the fenate and dukedom of Rome, the bifhop 
“* acquired Peter’s patrimony out of their do- 
** minions; and thereby rofe up as a temporal 
*€ prince or king, or horn of the fourth beaft.” 
Again. “ It was certainly by the victory of the 
«© fee of Rome over the Greek emperor, the 
“¢ king of Lombardy, and the fenate of Rome, 
*€ that fhe acquired Peter’s patrimony, and rofe 
“¢ up to her greatnefs.”—That this explanation 
of Sir Ifaac Newton’s is juftly founded will ap- 
pear from what follows. 
Firft, the -exarchate of Ravenna, which of 
right belonged to the Greek emperors, and was 
the capital of their dominions in Italy, having 
revolted at the inftigation of the pope, was un- 
juftly feized by Aiftulphus king of the Lom- 
bards, who thereupon thought of making him- 
felf mafter of Italy. The pope, in this exigency, 
applied for help to Pipin king of France, who 


marched into Italy, befieged the Lombards in 


Pavia, and forced them to furrender the exar- 
chate and other territories, which were not ref- 
tored to the Greek emperor as. in juftice they 
ought to have been, but, at the folicitation of 
the pope, were given to St. Peter and his fuc-- 
ceffors for a perpetual fucceffion. Pope Zachary 
had acknowledged Pipin ufurper of the crown 
of France, as lawful fovereign ; and now Pipin in 
his curn beftowed a principality, which was ano- 
ther’s properly, upon Pope Stephen IT, the fuc- 
ceffor of Zachary. ‘‘ And fo, as Platina fays, 
“© the name of the exarchate, which had conti- 
“ nued from the time of Narfes to the taking cof 
«* Ravenna by Aiftulphus an hundred and fe- 
‘© yenty years, was extinguifhed.” This (ac- 
cording to Sigonius) was effected in the year 
755; and henceforward the popes, having become 


‘temporal princes, did no longer date their epiftics 


and bulls by the years of the emperors reign, 
but by the years of their own advancement to 

the papal chair. 
Secondly, the kingdom of the Lombards. nds 
often 
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often troublefome to the pope. King Difiderius 
invaded the territorics of pope Adrian I. upon 
which the latter was obliged to have recourfe to 
the king of France, and earneftly invited Charles 
the Great, the fon and fucceffor of Pipin, to 
come into Italy to his affiftance. He accord- 
ingly went with a creat army (being ambitious 
alfo himfelf of enlarging his dominions in Italy) 
and conquered the Lombards, put an end to 
their kingdom, and gave great part of their do- 
rAinions to the pope. He not only confirmed 
the formet donations of his father Pipin, but 
alfo made an addition of other countries to them, 
as Corfica, Sardinia, the Sabin territories, the 
whole track between Lucca and Parma, and that 
part of Tufcany which belonged to the Lom- 
bards: and the tables of thefe donations he not 
only figned himfelf, but caufed them to be figned 
by the bifhops, abbots, and other great men 
then prefent, and laid them fo figned upon the 
aitar of St. Peter. And this was the end of the 
kingdom of the Lombards, in the 206th year 
after their poffeffing Italy, and in the year of 
Chrift 774. 

Thirdly, the fate of Rome, though fubject to 
the popes in things fpiritual, was yet, in things 
temporal, governed by the fenate and people, 
who, after their defettion from the eaftern em- 
perors, {till retained many of their old privi- 
leges, and elected both the weftern emperor and 
the popes. After Charles the Great had over-~ 
thrown the kingdom of the Lombards, he went 
again to Rome, and was there by the pope, bi- 
fhops, abbots, and people of Rome, chofen 
Roman patrician, which is the degree of honor 
and power next to emperor. He then fettled 
the affairs of Italy, and permitted the pope to 
hold under hirn the duchy of Rome with other 
territories : but after a few years, the Romans, 
defirous to recover their liberty, confpired a- 
gainit pope Leo If]. accufed him of many great 
crimes, and imprifoned him. His accufers were 
heard on a ‘day appointed before Charles and a 
council of French and Italian bifhops: but the 
pope, without pleading his own caufe or making 
any defence, was acquitted, his accufers were 
fain or bantfhed, and he himfelf was declared 
fuperior to all human judicature. And thus the 
foundation was laid for the abfolute authority of 
the pope over the Romans, which was completed 
by degrees; and Charles in return was chofen 
emperor of the weft. However, after the death 
of Charles the Great, the Romans again confpi- 
red again{t the pope; but Lewis the Pious, the 
fon and fucceffor of Charles, acquitted him a- 
gain. Some time after this pope Leo was taken 
dangeroufly ill, which as foon as the Romans, 
his enemies knew, they rofe again, plundered 
and burnt his villas, and thence marched to 

Rome to recover what things they complained 
had been taken from them by force; but they 
were reprefied by fome of the emperor’s troops.. 
‘The fame emperor Lewis the Pious, at the re- 
queft of pope Pafchal, confirmed the donations 
which his father and grandfather had made to the 
fee of Rome. Sigonius has recited the confir- 
mation; and therein are mentioned Rome and 
its duchy containing part of Tufcany and Cam- 

ania, Rayenna with the exarchate and Pentapo- 
is, and the other part of Tufcany and the coun- 










































Tue HISTORY of ruz HOLY BIBLE. 


” Boox Vi. 
tries taken from the Lombards: and all thefe are - 
granted to the pope and his fucceffors; that they 
fhould hold them in their own righty principality 

and dominions to the end of the world. ia , 

Thefe were the three horns, three of the finger’. 
horns; which fell before the little horn: and the - 
pope hath, in a manner, pointed himfelf our» 
for the ve by wearing the ¢riple crown. In» 
other refpects too the pope fully anfwers the cha- 
racter of the little horn ; fo that if exquifite fir: 
nefs of application may affure us of the true - 
fenfe of the prophecy, we can no longer doubr 
concerning the perfoh. -He is @ dttle born: 
And the power of the popes was originally very 
fmall, and their temporal dominions were litrle 
and inconfiderable in comparifon with others of 
the ten horns. 

He foall be diverfe from the firft: that is, his 
kingdom fhall be of a different nature and con- 
ftitution: and the power of the pope differs 
greatly from that’of all other princes, he having 
not only anecclefiattical, but likewife a civil and 
temporal authority. 

And bebold in this born were eyes like the eyes 
of aman, This denotes his cunning and fore- 
fight, his looking out and watching all oppor- 
tunities to promote his own interefts: And the 
policy of the Roman hierarchy hath almoft paffed | 
into a proverb, | 

He had a mouth fpeaking very great things, 
And who hath been more noify and bluftering | 
than the pope, efpecially in former ages, boaft- 
ing of his fupremacy, thundering out his bulls | 
and anathemas, excommunicating princes, and 
abfolving fubjects from their allegiance? 

His look was more ftout than his fellows. And 
the pope affumes a fuperiority not only over his 
fellow bifhops, but even over crowned heads, 
and requires greater honours to be paid to hin | 
than are expected even by kings and emperors | 
themfelves. | 

And be fhall peak great words againff? th: Mof 
High; or, he fhalt fpeak great words as the 
Molt High. And has he not fet himfelf up ‘above 
all laws divine and human, arrogating to him- 
felf godlike attributes and titles of boline/s and 
infallibility, exacting obedience te his ordinances 
and decrees in preference to, and in open viola- 
tion of, both reafon and {cripture ? 

And be fhail wear out toe faints of the Mot 
High. ‘This.he has done by wars, maffacres and 
inquifitions, perfecuting and deftroying the 
faithful fervants of Chrift, and the true worhip- 
pers of God, who have protetted againft his in- 
novations, and refufed to comply with the ido- 
latry praétifed in the church of Rome. 

And he foall think to change times and bas 
This he has done by appointing fafts and fealts, 
canonizing faints, granting pardons and indul- 
gencies for fins, inftituting new modes of Wor 
-fhip, impofing new articles of faith, enjoining 
new rules of prattice, and, in fhort,. reverling 
at pleafure the laws both of God and men. 

Such is the power of the pope even a the 
prefent period, and fuch is the little horn that 
wae to arife out of the ten horns, or king 
doms, into which the Roman empire we 
vided. rm 

But the four kingdoms reprefented in Dane” 
vifion were to be followed by a fifth, ae 
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the kingdom ‘of the Meffiah. . I bebeid, faith Da- 
niel, i the thrones were caft down,.and the an- 
tient of days did fit, whofe garment was white as 
juow, and the hair of bis bead sike the pure wool; 
bis throne was like the fiery flame,. and bis wheels 
as burning fire. A fiery. fiream iffued and come 
forth from Lefore him; thoufand. thoufands mint- 

ered unto him: and ten thoufand times ten thou- 
fand food before bim: the. judgment was fet, and 
the books were opened, Dan. vii. 9,10. Thefe 
metaphors and figures are taken from the folem- 
nities of earthly judicatories, and particularly 
of the great Sanhedrim of the Jews, where the 
father of the confiftory fat, with his affeffors 
feated on each fide of him in the form of a fe- 
micircle, and the people ftanding before him: 
and from this was taken the defcription of the 
day of judgment as given in the New Tefta- 
ment. 

I beheld then becaufe of the voice of the great 
words which the born fpoke; -I beheld, even till 
the beaft was flain, and bis body deftreyed, and gi- 
ven to the burning flame, ver. 11. The beaft 
will be deftroyed 4ecaufe of the great words which 
the born fpoke, and the deftruction of the beaft 
will alfo be the deftruétion of the horn; and 
confequently the horn is a pare of the fourth 
beaft, or of the Roman empire. 4s concerning 
the reft of the beafts, they had their dominton taken 
away, vet their lines were prolonged for a feafon 
and a time. When the dominion was taken 
away from the other beafts, their bodies were 
not deftroyed, they were fuffered to continue 
ftill in being: but when the dominion fhall be 
taken away from the fourth beaft, his body fhall 
be totally deftroyed ; the other kingdoms fuc- 
ceeded each other, bur none other earthly king- 
dom fhall fucceed to this. 

I faw in the night vifions, and bebold, one like 
the fon of man came with the clouds of heaven, and 
came to the antient of days, and they brought him 
near before him. Here was evidently difplayed 
the coming of the Meffiah. From hence the fon 
of man came to be aknown term for the Meffiah 
among the Jews. From hence it was taken and 
uled fo frequently in the gofpel; and Our Saviour 
intimates himfelf to be this very fon of man : 
Hereafter (fays he) fhall ye fee the fon of man fit- 
ting at the right band of power, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven, Matth. xxvi.64, 65. And for 
faying this he was charged by.. the high-prieft 
with having (poken blafphemy. ** 5. 

And there was given him dominion, and glo- 
ry, and a kingdom, that all people; nations and lan- 
guages foould ferve bim: kis dominion is an ever- 
lating dominion, which fhall not pafs away, and 
bis kingdom that which foall not be deftroyed, Dan. 


vii, 14. All thefe kingdoms fhall, in time, be | 


deftroyed, but the kingdom of the Meffiah fhall. 
ftand for ever: and it was in allufion to this part 
of the prophecy thatthe angel faid of Chrift, be- 
fore he was Born, ‘He fhall reign over the houfe of 
Jacob for ever, and of bis kingdom there fhall be 
no end, Luke i. 33. aan 
In what manner thefe great changes will b 
effe&ted, we cannot pretent to fay, as God hath 
not been pleafed to.reveal it unto us.. We fee, 
however, the remains. of the ten horns which 
arofe out of the Roman empire. We fee the 
little horn fil) fubfifting, but, it is to be hoped, 
41 
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on the decline, and tending towards a.diffolution. 
And having feen fo many of thefe particulars 
accomplifhed, we can have no reafon to doubt 
but that the reft alfo will, in due feafon, be am- 
ply fulfilled. 

. If we compare the prophecies of Daniel in in- 
terpreting Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, with thofe 
revealed to Daniel in his vifion, and interpreted 
by the angel, we fhall find fuch a clofe fimilarity 
as muft naturally ftrike us with aftonifhment. 
What was reprefented to Nebuchadnezzar in the 
form of a great image was reprefented again to 
Daniel by four great wild beats; and the beafts 
have degenerated as the metals grew worfe and 
worfe. 

This tmage’s head was of fine gold, and the firft 
beaft was like a licn with eagle’s wings ; and thefe 
anfwer to each other; and both reprefented the 
powers then reigning, or the kingdom of the Ba- 
bylonians : but it appeared in fplendor and glo- 
ry to Nebuchadnezzar, as it was then in its flou- 
rifhing condition; the plucking of its wings, and 
its humiliation were fhown to Daniel, as it was 
then drawing near to its fatal end. 

The breaft and arms of filver, and the fecond 
beaft like a bear were defigned to reprefent the 
fecond kingdom, or that of the Medes and Per- 
fians. The two arms are fuppofed to denote the 
two people; but fome farther particulars were 
hinted to Daniel, of the one people rifing up 
above the other people, and of the conqueft of 
three additional kingdoms. ‘To Nebuchadnez- 
zar this kingdom was called inxfericr, or worfe 
than the former; and to Daniel it was defcribed 
as very cruel, Arife, devour much flefh. 

The third kingdom, or that of the Macedo- 
nians, was reprefented by the belly and thighs of 
brafs, and by the third beaft like a leopard with 
four wings of a fowl. Jt was faid to Nebuchad- 
nezzar, that it fhould bear rule over all the earth, 
and in Danicl’s vifion dominion was given to it. 
The four beads fignify Alexander’s four fuccef- 
fors ; but the two thighs can only fignify the two 
principal of them, namely, the Seleucide and 
Lagide, that is, the Syrian and Egyptian kings. 

The legs of iron, and the fourth beaft with 
great iron teeth exactly correfpond; and as 
tron breaketh in pieces all other metals, fo the 


| fourth beaft devoured and break in pieces; and 


they. were, therefore, both equally proper re- 
prefentatives of the fourth kingdom, or the Ro- 
man, which was ftronger and more powerful 
than either of the former kingdoms. The tex 
toes too, andthe ten horns were alike fit emblems 
of the ten kingdoms, which arofe out- of the 
divifion of. the Roman empire: but all that re- 
lates to the little born was revealed only to Da- 
niel, as aperfon more immediately interefted in 
the fate of the church. ee te 

The fone, that was cut out of the mountain 
without bands, and became itfelf a mountain and 
Silled the whole earth, is explained to be a king- 
dom, which fhall prevail over all other kingdoms, 
and become univerfal and everlafting. In like 


-manner, one like the fon of man came to the an- 


tient of days, and was advanced to a kingdom, 
which fhall prevail likewife over all other king- 

doms, and tccume ainiverial and everlafting. 
Such is the great concord and agreement be- 
tween thefe prophecies of Daniel, which, re- 
6G markabl¢ 
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more fo, than that they comprehend fuch diftant 
events, and extend through fo many ages, from 


the reign of the Babylonians, to the confumma- } 


tion of all things. They are truly (as Mr. Mede 
Calls them) “ the facred calendar aad great al- 
“< manac of propbecy, a prophetical chronology 
« of times meafured by the fucceffion of four 
“© principal kingdoms, from the beginning of 
« the captivity of Ifrael, until the myftery of 
** God fhall be finifhed.” 

Daniel was much troubled, and bis countenance 
changed in him at the forefight of the calamities 
that were to be brought on the church by the 
little horn : but be kept the matter in bis beart. 
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markable as they are in many things, are not [| 


Boor ¥, 
Much more:may good men be grieved at the 
fight of thefe calamities, and lament the preva- 
lence. of ry and wickednefs in the world : 
but let them keep ft in their-bearts,. that a time of 
juft retribution will certainly come. The prcof 
of this may be drawn from the moral attributes 
of God, aswell as from his promife: Tbe judg. 
ment foail fit, and they fhall take away bis domi- 
nion, to confume and to deftroy it unto the end, 
And the kingdoms and dominion, and the ‘Ereatnels 
of the kingdoms under the whole beaven fhall be 
given to -the people of the faints of the Moft Higd, 
whofe kingdom is an everlafting kingdom, and all 
dominion fhall ferve and obey bim, Daniel vii. 26, 
ae, 
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XIV. 


Danizi’s Vifon of the Ram and Hr-Goar. 


HE firft vifion Daniel had was that of the 
four great beafts, reprefenting the four 
great empires of the world, and which happened 
in the firft year of Belfhazzar king of Babylon. 
In the third year of the fame king’s reign he had 
another vifion, which, though in form of a dif- 
ferent nature, pertained, in a very great degree, 
tothe fame tendency. In the third year of the 
reign of king Belfoazzar, a vifion appeared unto 
me, even unto me, Daniel, after that which ap- 
peared unto me at the firft. It was exhibited to 
him in the palace of Shufhan, and by the fide 
of the river Ulai, or Euleus, as itis called by 
the Greeks and Romans. And-I faw in a vifion, 
and it came to pafs when I faw, that Iwas at Shu- 
Jhan in the palace, which is in the province of E- 
lam , ond I faw ina vifion, and I was by the river 
Jai, Such was the time and place of the vifi- 
on; and the vifion itfelf confifted of a ram and 
an he-goat. 

In the former vifion there appeared four beafts, 
becaufe four empires were there reprefented ; but 
here are only two, becaufe here we have a re- 
presentation of what was tranfacted chiefly within 
two empires. The firft of the four empires. 
{that is, the Babylonian) is here wholly omit- 
ted, for its fate, at this time, was fufficiently 
known, and it was now drawing very near to a 
conclufion. The fecond empire, therefore, in 
the former vifion, is the firft in this; and what 
was there compared to a bear, is here prefigured 
by aram. Then I lifted up mine eyes, and faw, 
and bebold, there fiecd before the river a ram which 
bad two borns, and the two horns were high, but 
one was bigher than the other, and the bigher came 
up laf, Dan vili. 3. This ram with two horns, 
according to the explication of the angel Ga- 
briel, was the. empire of the Medes and Perfi- 
ans. Theram which thou faweft baving two horns, 


ere the kings (or kingdoms) of Media and Perfia, ; 


_ ver. 20. 









This empire, therefore, which was formed by 
the conjunction of the Medes and Perfians, and 
is often called the Medo-Perfian, was not unfitly 
reprefented by a ram «ith two horns. Cyrus, 
the founder of this empire, fucceeded to both 
crowns, and united the kingdoms of Media and 
Perfia. It was acoalition of two very formida- 
ble powers, and therefore it is faid, that the two 
horns were high: but one, it is added, was higher 
than the other, and the high-r came up laf. ‘The 
kingdom of Media was the more antient of the 
two, and more famous in hiftory. Perfia was of 
little note or account till the time of Cyrus; 
but under him the Perfians gained and preferved 
the afcendancy. 

_ The great exploits of the ram are afterwards 
recapitulated by the prophet, who fays, I faw 
the ram pufbing weftward, and northward, and 
fouthward, fo that no beafts might fiand before bin, 
neither was there any that could deliver out of bis 
hand, but be did according to kis wiil, and becamt 
great, Dan. viii. 4. Under Cyrus himfelf the 
Perfians puhed their conquefts weftward as far 
as the AZegan Sea and the bounds of Afia: xort:- 
ward they fubdued the Armenians, Cappadoci- 
ans, and various other nations: and fouthwaord 
they conquered Egypt, if not under Cyrus, yet 
moft certainly under his fon Cambyfes. _In the 
prophecy there is not any mention made of their 


| conquefts. in the ea, the reafon of which 1s, 


that thefe countries lay very remote, and wert 
of little concern or confequence to them. 
The ram was ftrong and powerful, fo that 


beafts might fland before bim, neither was thee 


any that could deliver out of bis band ; that is, none 
of the neighbouring kingdoins were able to con 
tend with the Perfians, but all fell under. their 


dominion. He did according to bis will, and b- 


came.great: and the Perfian. empire was 
creafed and enlarged to fuch a degiee, that 
: extence 
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extended from India even unto Ethiopia; over ap 
hundred and feven and twenty pravinets, Efther i. 
1, Sothat feven provinces were added to the 
hundred and twenty which it cantained if the. 
time of Cyrus, Dan. vi. 1. 

After the Ram appears the He-Goat. 4ad 
as [was confidering, faith Daniel, debold, an be- 
goat came from the weft on the face of the. whole 
earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat 
had a notable horn between bis eyes; which is 
thus interpreted by the angel Gabriel: The rough 
goat is the king af Grecia, and the great barn 
that is Berween bis eyes is the firft hing, or king: 
dom. A goat is very properly made the type 
of the Grecian or Macedonian empire, becaufe 
the Macedonians at firft, about two hundred years 
before Daniel; were denominated Ageade, or 
the goat's people ; and the reafon of their being 
{fo called is thus accounted for by heathen au- 
thors. Caranus, their firft king, going with a 
great multitude c£ Greeks to feek new habira- 
tions in Macedonia; was commanded by the 
oracle to take the goats for his guides to em- 
pire: and afterwards feeing a herd of goats fly- 
ing from a violent ftorm, he followed them to E- 
defia, and there fixed the feat of his empire, 
made the goats his enfign, or ftandards, and 
called the city Agee, or. the goat’s own, and 
the people ygeade, or the goat’s people. To 
this it may be added, that the ciry A°gex was 
the ufual burial-place of the Macedonian kings, 
and it isalfo very remarkable, that Alexander’s 
fon by Roxana was named Alexander AEgus, or 
the fon of the goat; and fome of Alexander’s 
fucceffors are reprefented in their coins with 
goat's horns. 

This he-goat came from the weft on the face of 
the whole earth ; that is, he carried every thing 
before him in all the three parts of the then 
known world. And he touched not the ground: 
his marches were fo fwift, and his conquetts fo 
rapid, that he might be faid, in a manner, to 
pafs over the grounc without touching it. For 
the fame reafon the fai..e empire in the former 
vifion was likened to a leopard, which is a very 
fwift and aétive animal; 
greater quicknefs and impetuofity, to @ /eopard 
with four wings. 

And the gout had a notable horn between bis eyes. 
This horn, faith the angel, is the firft king, or 
kingdom of the Greeks in Afia, which was 


erected by Alexander the Great, and continued - 


for fome years under his brother Philip Aridaeus, 
and his two fons Alexander Aigus and Hercules. 


Dean Prideaux, in fpeaking of the fwiftnefs of ' 


Alexander’s marches, hath a paflage which is 
very pertinent to our prefent purpofe. “ He 
“ flew (fays he) with victory fwifter than others 
‘ can travel, often with his horfe purfuing his 
‘ enemies upon the {pur whole days and nights, 
** and fometimes making long-marches for fe- 
‘ veral days one after the other, as once he did 
in purfuit of Darius, going near forty miles 
a day for eleven days together. So that by 


a 


a 
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a 


n 


« 
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‘enemy before they were aware of him, and 


conquered them before they could bein a 
pofture to refift him. ‘This exaétly agreeth 
with the defcription given of him in the pro-. 
““ phecies of Daniel fome ages before, he being 


isd 
‘ 


a 
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and, to denote the 


the fpeed of his marches he came upon the’ 
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“in them fet forth under the fimilitude of a 
‘© pasither or leopard with four wings: for he 
‘e was impetuous and fierce in his warlike expe- 
‘¢ ditions; as a panther after his ptey, and came 
** on upon his eriemies with that {peed as if he 
“ flew with a double pair of wings. And to 
this purpofe he is, in ariother part of thofe 
prophecies, compared to an he-goat coming 
ftom the weft with that fwiftnefs upon the king 
*¢ of Mediaand Perfia, that he feemed as if his 
** feet did not touch the ground. And his ac- 
* tions, as well in this comparifon as the former, 
“ fully verified the propliecy.” 

In the next part of this vifion we have an ac- 
count of the Perfian empire being overthrown 
by the Grecians. And he came to the ram that had 
two horns, which I had feen ftanding before the 
river, and ran unto him inthe fury of bis power. 
And I faw bim come clofe unto the ram, and be 
was moved with choler againft him; and [mote the 
ram, and brake his two horns; and there was no 
power in the ram to ftand before bim; but he caft 
him down to the ground, and flamped upon him, 
and there was none that could deliver the ram out of 
bis band, Dan. viii. 6, 7. 

The ram had before pulbed weffward, and the 
Perfians, in the reigns of Darius Hyftafpis and 
Xerxes, had poured down with great armies 
into Greece: but now the Grecians, in return, 
carried their arms into Afia, and the he-goat in- 
vaded the ram that had invaded him. 

And be came to the ram that hed two bera:, 
which Thad feen fianding before the river, and ran 
unto bim in the fury of bis power. Thefe words 
ftrongly point to our imagination the army of 
Darius ftanding and guarding the river Granicus, 
and that of Alexander’s on the other fide plung- 
ing ins fwimming acrofs the ftream, and rufhing 
on the enemy with all the fire and fury that can 
be conceived. It appeared to be a ftrange mad 
attempt of Alexander to attack the army of 
Darius, which was confiderably more than five 
times the number of his own: but he was 
fuccefsful in the undertaking, and this fuccefs 
diffufed a terror of his name, and opened his 
way to the conqueft of Alia. 

And I faw him come clofe unto the ram. He 
had feveral clofe engagements, or fet battles, 
with the king of Perfia, and particularly at 
the river Granicus in Phrygia, at the Straits of 
Iffus in Cilicia, and in the plains of Arbela in 
Affyria. 

And be was moved with choler againf? him. That 
was for the cruelties which the Perfians had ex- 
ercifed towards the Grecians; and for Darius’s 
attempting to corrupt fometimes the foldiers of 
Alexander to betray him, and fometimes his 
friends to deftroy him; fo that he woyld not 
liften to the moft advantageous offers of ;peace, 
but he determined to purfue the Pertfian .king, 
till he fought his deftruction. 


And he {mote the rams and brake bis tuo Borns. 
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‘He fubdued Perfia and Media; with the other 


provinces and kingdoms of the Perfian empire ; 


and it is remarkable that in Perfia he barbaroufly 


facked and burned the royal city of Perfepolis, 
the capital of the empire; and in Media Da- 
rius was feized and made a prifoner by fome,of 
his own traitor-fubjects, who not long afterwards 
bafely murdered him. 

And 
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And there was no power in’ the ram to fland 
before bim, but he caft bim down to the ground, 
and fiamped upon bim. Ne conquered wherever 
he went, routed all the forces, took all the ci- 
ties and caftles, and entirély fubvetted and ruined 
the Perfian empire. . 

And there was none that could deliver the ram 
out of bis band. Not even the numerous armies 
of the king of Perfia could defend him; though 
his forces at the battle of Ifus amounted to 
600,000 men, and at that of Arbela to 10 or 
11,00,000, whereas the whole number of Alex- 
ander’s was not more than 40,000 in either battle. 
So true is the obfervation of the pfalmift, there 
is no king faved by the multitude of an boft, Pfal. 
xxxill. 16. And efpecially when God hath de- 
creed the fall of empires, then even the greateft 
mutt fall. The fortune of Alexander was total- 
ly direfted by Divine Providence. 

There is not any thing fixed and ftable in hu- 
man affairs ; and the empire of the goat, though 
exceeding great, was, perhaps, for that reafon, 
the fooner broken in pteces. Therefore the be- 
goat waxed very great, and when he was ftrong, 
the gréat born was broken ; and for it came up four 
notable ones, towards the four winds of beaven. 
Which the angel thus interprets: Now that being 
broken, whereas four flood up for it, four kingdoms 
fall fiand up cut of the nation, but not in bis 
power, Dan. viii. 22. 

The empire of the goat was in its full ftrength 
when Alexander died at Babylon. He was fic- 
ceeded on the throne by his natural brother Phi- 
lip Aridzus, and by his own two fons Alexander 
fEgus and Hercules: but in the fpace of about 
fifteen years they were all murdered, and then 
the firft horn, or kingdom, was entirely broken. 
The royal family being thus extiné, the go- 
vernors of provinces, who had ufurped the 
power, affumed the title of kings: and by the 
defeat and death of Antigonus, they were reduced 
to four, namely, Caffander, Lyfimachus, Ptole - 
my and Seleucus, who parted Alexander's do- 
minions between them, and divided and fertled 
them into four kingdoms. Theie four kingdoms 
are the notable berns, which came up in the room 
of the firft great horn ; and are the fame as the 
four beads ef the leopard in the former vifion. 

Four kingdoms fhall ftand up out of the nation, 
but not in bis power : they were to be kingdoms 
of Greeks, notof Alexander’s own family, but 
only of his nation; and neither were thry to be 
equal to him in power and dominion, as an em- 
pire united is certainly more powerful than an 
empire divided, and the whole is greater than 
any of the parts. They were likewife to extend 
teward the four winds of beaven: and in the par- 
tition of the empire, Caffander held Macedon, 


and Greece, and the wefern parts; Lyfimachus 


had Thrace, Bithynia, and the northern regions; 
Prolemy poffeffed Egypt, and the foutbern coun- 
tries; and Seleucus obtained Syria, and the eaffern 
provinces. Thus were they divided toward the 
four winds of heaven, 

As in the former vifion a little horn fprang up 
among the ten horns of the Roman empire, fo 
here a little horn is defcribed as rifing among the 
four horns of the Grecian empire. And out of 
one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed 
exceeding great, toward the fouth, and toward the 
eaft, and toward the pleafant land, Dan, viii. 9. 
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This little horn can only be applied to the Ro. 
mans, who were a new and different power, why 
rofe from fmall a rcnegs to an exceeding prev 
empire, who firft fubdued Macedon and Greece. 
the capital kingdoms of the goat, 4nd front 
thence {pread and enlarged their conquefts over 
the reft. When they firft got footing in Greece 
then they became a horn of tht goat. Out of 
this horn they came, and were at firft a Jira 
horn, but in procefs of time they Overtopped 
the other horns, and became predominant. ‘Thé 
ftrength of the other kingdoms confifted in 
themtelves, and had its foundation in fome part 
of the goat ; bue the Roman empire, asa horn, 
or kingdom of the goat, was not mighty by its 
own power, was not itrong by virtue of the goat, 
but drew its nourifhment and ftrenoth from 
Rome to Italy. There grew the trunk and 
body of the tree, though the branches extended 
over Greece, Afia, Syria and Egypt. 

The remainder of this prophecy chiefly re- 
lates to the perfecution and oppreffing the peo- 
ple of God. And be waxed great even to the 
boft of heaven (or againjt the boft of heaven) and 


‘be caft down fome of the hoft, and cf ftars tothe 


ground, and flamped upon them: that is, the 
Jewith ftate in general, or the priefts and Le- 
vites in particular, who are called /furs, from 
their being eminent for their ftation, and illui- 


-trious for their knowledge ; and the hoff of bea- 


ven, as they watched and ferved in the temple, 
and their fervice is denominated 2 warfare, 
Numb. viii. 24. 

He fhall deftroy wonderfu'ly, and fhall prefer, 
and pratitfe, and fhall deftroy the mighly azd sh 
holy people ; and through his policy be fhail cous: 
craft to profper in bis band. When the city of 
Jerufalem was befieged and taken by the Ro- 
mans, the number of captives amounted to 
ninety-feven thoufand, and of the flain to ele- 
ven hundred thoufand. Phe Romanus too car- 
ried their conqueft and revenge fo far as to put 
an end to the government of the Jews, and en- 
tirely to take away their place and nation. 

It is farther added, that be fhall alfu fland up 
againft the prince of princes. By the prince ¢ 
princes is undoubtedly meant the Meffiah. It 
was by the malice of the Jews, and the au- 
thority of the Romans, that he was put to 
death ; and he fuffered the punifhment of the 
Roman malefactors and flaves. The Romans 
not only crucified Our Saviour, but alfo perfe- 
cuted his difciples for above three centuries : and 
when at length they embraced the Chriftian re- 
ligion, they foon corrupted it; fo that it may 
be queftioned whether their favour was not as 
hurtful to the church as their enmity. . As the 
power of the Roman emperors declined, that of 
the Roman pontiffs increafed : and may it not 
with equal truth and juftice be faid of the latter, 
as of the former, that they cajt down the truth to 
the ground, and prattifed, and profpered ? The 
periecuting power of Rome, whether exerciled 
towards the Jews, or towards the chriftians, or 
by the emperors or popes, is ftill she little hori. 
The tyranny is the fame; but exerted in Greece 
and the eaft it is the little horn. of. the he-goat, 
or third empire ; as exerted in Italy and the 
welt, it is the little horn of the fourth beatt, of 
fourth empire. 3c 

But the little horn, like other tyrannical 

powels 
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powers, was to come to a remarkable end: be 
all be broken without band,. As the ftone.in 
‘Nebuchadnezzar’s dream was cut out of the mown- 
tain without. bands, that is, not by human, but 
by fupernatural means; fo the little horn foall 
be broken without band, that is; not fall by the 
hands of man, but perifh by a.ftroke from hea- 
ven. And this agrees perfectly with the former 
predictions of the fatal cataftrophe of the Ro- 
mans. Tée ftone (thar is; the power of Chrift) 
anote the image upon bis feet of iron and clay, and 
brake them to pieces, Dan. ii. 34. J debeld then, 
becaufe of the voice of the great words which the 
horn fpake ; I bebeld even till the beaft was flain; 
and bis body déffroyed, and given to the burning 
fame, Dan. vii. 11. And again; the judgment 
pall fit, and they foall take away bis dominion, to 
confume, and to deftroy it unto the end, ver. 26. 
All which implies that the dominion of the Ro- 
mans fhall finally be deftroyed with fome extra- 
ordinary Hautetauene of the Divine power, 
Daniel was much affected with the misfortunes 
and afflictions which were to befall the church 
and people of God. And I. Daniel fainted and 
was fick certain days; afterward I rofe up, and 
did the king’s bufinefs, and was aftonifaed at the 
vifion, but none underftood it, Dan. vil. 27. That 
Daniel was thus affected can only be afcribed to 
his foreteeing that the future diftrefs and mifery 
of the jews would greatly exceed all they had 
before fuftained. And indeed the calamities 
which they fuffered under the Romans were much 
greater than the evils brought on them by Ne- 
buchadnezzar. But they expect, and we expect, 
that at length she fandiuary will be cleanfed, and 
that God’s promife will, in time, be fully ac- 
complifhed. J will return, and will build again 
the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; 
and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I 
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will fet it up: that the refidue of men might feck 
Gfter the Lord, and all the Gentiles upon whom my 
name is called, faith the Lord, who docth all thefe 
things, Ads xv. 16, 17. 

‘This concern of Daniel, and affection for his 
religion and country, fhow him in a very amia- 
ble light, and give an additional luftre to his 
character. But not only in this inftance, but 
in every other, he manifefts the fame public {pi-< 
rit, and appears rio lefs eminently a patriot than 
a prophet. Though he was torn early from his 
country, and enjoyed all the advantages that he 
could enjoy from foreign fervice, yet there was 
not any thing that could make him forget his na~ 
tive home: and in the next chapter (chap. ix.) 
we fee him pouring out his foul in prayer, and 
moft earneftly and devoutly fupplicating for 
the pardon and reftoration of his captive na= 
tion. 

It is, therefore, a grofs miftake to think that 
religion will ever extinguifh or abate our love 
for ourown country. The fc, iprures will rather 
excite and encourage it, exhibit feveral iluftri- 
ous examples of it, and recommend and enforce 
this, as well as all other moral and focial vir- 
tues ; and efpecially when the interefts of true 
religion and of our country are fo blended and 
interwoven, that they cannot well be feparated 
the one from the other. This is a double incen- 
tive to the love of our country; and with the 
fame zeal that every pious Jew might fay for- 
merly, every honelt Chriftian may fay now, 
with the royal pfalmilt: O pray for the peace of 
Ferufalem; they foall profper that love thee. Peace 
be within thy walls, ‘and plenteoufuefs within thy 
palaces, For my brethren and companion's fake I 
will wifh thee profperity: Yea, becaufe of the houfe 
of the Lord our God Iwill feek to do thee good, 
Pfal, exxii. 6, &c. 
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Of the Jewtsu Riruat, om Ceremoniat Law. 


tC the preceding chapters of this book we 
have given an ample account of the refpective 
prophecies contained in the Old Teftament, the 
greater part of which have been already fulfilled, 
fome are ftill fulfilling, and, no doubt, the reft 
Will be fulfilled when the appointed time hall 
arrive. In this chapter we fhall take fome no- 
tice of ‘the religious laws and ceremonies of the’ 


Jews, as alfo the means whereby they became 


acquainted with learning and literature. 

The conftitution of the Mofaic law confifted 
of three parts ; namely, . 

1. Of Political and Judicial Jaws. 

2. Of Moral Précepts, fuch as the Ten Com-. 
mandments, 
_ 3+ Of Rites and Ceremonies, fuch as Circum- 
Cifion, Sacrifices, Wathings, Purifications, the 
We of certain garments, &c. and divers Rites 
y the priefts in the tabernacle. 

4! 


We fhall obferve in general, that the defign 
of thefe ceremonies was, to convey religious 
and moral inftructions to the people; and the 


| method of their receiving thefe inftructions was, 


in many inftances, by Hieroglyphics. Thus the 
government of the world by Divine Providence, 


| and his extraordinary interpoficion in favour of 


good men, is reprefented by a ladder ftanding 
on the earth, and reaching to heaven; with the 
angels afcending and defcending on it, to receive 
and execute orders from. God. above, who ruleth 
over all. Gen. xxviii. 12, 13. In the ftile of 


‘this hieroglyphic Our Lord himfelf fpeaks, Here- 
after foall ye fee beaven open, and the angels of 


God afcending and defcending upon the fon of man, 


John i. 51. 


The exaltation of Fo/eph above the reft of his 
family, was reprefented by the hieroglyphic of 
his theaf ftanding upright, and theeleven BAERS. 
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of his brethresi ftanding round about, and bow- 
ing to it. As alfo of the Sun, and Moon, and 
eleven Stars, making ebedience to him,. Gen. 
XXXVIL. 75 9- 

. The tribe of Yadah is teprefented by a young 
ion; Ifechar, by a ftrong afs; Dan, by a fer- 
pent lurking in the road ; Napthali, by a hind ; 
Fofeph, by 2 frightful bough ; Beyamin, by a 
ravening wolf; Gen. xlix. 9, 14, &c. 

‘A rod or ftaft, as it is an inftrument of ftriking. 
or beating down, is the hieroglyphic of power 
exerted in conquering, punifhing and ruling, 
Ifa. x. 5, 24. With fuch a rod Mofes and Aaron 
appeared before Pharaoh, as hieroglyphically re- 
prefenting the power and authority of God, in 
whofe name they demanded the releafe of the 
Tfraclites, Exod. vii.ts.  Dhus they appeared as 
men of learning, and acted agreeable to the li- 
terature of the age in which they lived. 

A horn reprefented temporal power and do- 
minion, 1 Sam. il. 10. Pfalm xxix. 24. 

A yoke, fuch as flaves carried upon their 
fhoulders, reprefented fervitude or bondage. 
Gen. xXvil. 37- 40- 

‘This may ferve to explain the nature of hie- 
roglyphics, a fort of language to which the 
Jews were accuftomed ; being the learning of 
that age, which they could underftand much 
better than abftract reafonings, about moral 
truths and duties. 

We may therefore, on this account, well ad- 
mit, that the rites and ceremonies of their reli- 
gious inftirutions were hieroglyphic, and in- 
tended, by external reprefentations, to give them 
ys infiructions in true religion and real good- 
nefs. 

If we confult the prophets and apoftles, who 
were well acquainted with their meaning, we fhall 
find fo much evidence of the moral and fpiricual 
intention of fo many, as may induce us to be- 
lieve this was the fenfe and fpirit of all the reft. 

The Jews were enjoined frequent and various 
ablutions, or‘wafhings with water; the common 
ufe of which is to difcharge the body from all 
dirt and filth, and to keep it clean. This was a 
very eafy reprefentation of purity of mind, or of 
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an heart purged fram filch and fin... In-this man- 
ner the prophets underftood it, Wafh mé from 
mine Iniquity, Pfal. li 2. Wajb me, and: 4 feall 
be clean, ver. 7. Wajfb yourfeluesy make your- 


felves clean; put away the evil of your. doings, 


ifaiah i. .6. 

-. Anointing with oil, or.cintment, by. which:the 
head: was beautified, and the countenance exhilira- 
ted, had the fignification of honour, joy, holi- 
nefs, and infpiration, Pfal. xlv. Aéts x. 38. The 
priefts officiated in garments of fine linen, Exod. 
¥xxix.-27. meaning, that the prietts fhould de 
cloathed, or have their minds adorned with rigb- 
seoufae/s. 

Burning of incenfe, whofe finoak rifeth up 
with a pleafant fcent, was an hieroglyphic repre- 
{entation of acceptable prayer, Pfal. cxli. a, 
Luke i. 10. ; 

Circumcifion had relation to the heart and 
foul, or to the retrenching all inordinate affecti- 
ons and inclinations, Lev. xxvi. 41. Rom. ii. 


29. 

The fprinkling of blood, and of the water of 
feparation (Numb. xix. 13, 1g.) was hierogly- 
phic and had a moral fignification, See Heb. ix. 
13514. 1 Pet. 1.2. As had likewife the muz- 
zled mouth of the ox, Deut. xxv. 4. ¢ompared 
with 4 Cor. ix. 9, 10. 1 Tim. v. 17- 18. 

-Some perfons have indulged their fancies more 
than they ought, and pretended to have found 
more myfteries in the Hebrew ritual, than were 
really defigned; but thefe inftances, explained 
by authentic evidence, may convince us, that 
the whole had a fpiritual meaning ; and as we 


| are taught in the gotpel every thing neceffary to 


faith and prattice, in the plaineft_ manner, we 
need not give ourfelves much trouble about dif- 
covering the meaning of the other rites, which 
are not explained by the prophets and apottles. 

But the affair of facrifice, fo often mentioned 
in the Old Teftament, was a type of the great 
Redeemer, and will be beft explained by a care- 
ful attention to the Life, Sufferings and Death 
of Our Bleffed Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, 
which will be the fubject of the fucceeding part 
of our Work. 
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I. 


Containing, by way of Introdudtion, a fiimmary View of the great difference between the law 
as delivered by Mofes and the Prophets, and the Gofpel under Chrift and bis Apofiles. 


HE hiftorical part of the New Tefta- 
ment is contained in the four Gofpels 
of Matthew, Mark, Luke and. John, 

: and, in a very particular. manner, 
claims the moft ferious attention of every Chrif- 
tian, as it conveys to us the bleffed tidings of 
our recovering that happy ftate which our firft 
parents forfeited in paradife. 

All thofe excellencies, which in genefal be- 
long to the Old Teftament, may, in amore pecu- 


‘ar manner, be claimed by the New; for (as‘ 


St. Auguftine fays) ‘* What the law and the 


therefare, the good and holy men under the dif- 


Penfation of the law (which ‘was. but a thadow. 


of what hath fince come to pafs) wefe encou- 


“ prophets only foretold, the Gofpel plainly: 
emonftrates to have been compleated.” | If,, 
It from: ‘the’ diftant relations of others, but from 


taged to uridergo the fevereft petfecutions in 
hopes of a reward to come, how much greater 
encouragement had the faints under the Gofpel 
to fuffer extremity, when the reward was gone 
before them? From hence the church, in all 
ages, hath received the moft diftinguifhed bene- 
fits: hence the martyrs, in the midft of their 
agonies, took magnanimity, looking up with 
confidence to the great Author of their reward. 
. Thus the proto-martyr St. Stephen; in the midtt 
‘of a fhower of ftones, was comforted with the 
‘fight of the Son of God. Hence the Holy 
Apoftles, and the reft of Our Saviour’s follow- 
ersy enforced the doctrines of their Lord, not 


the more immediate dictates of his mouth 
‘whence,’ by a facred and certain tradition 
they 
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they have been handed down to the prefent 
time. : 

tt is from Our Bleed Saviour’s mere-imme- 
diate example that we are made properly ac- 
quainted with humility and meeknefs, he having 
been pleafed, though the Sen of God, to con- 
defcend to take upon him the vile -contHtion of 
finful man. From him we learn patience in ad- 
verfity, and equanimity in the moft elevated 
{tate of life: and whatever blemifhes, by the 


corruptions of nature, may ftain_our profeffion, | 


his word is our rule and guide to fet us right 
again, and reftore religion to its primitive pu-~ 
rity. For this reafon Our Bleffed Lord calls 
himfelf the light of the world; of which his 
holy gofpel is the happy inftrument of convey- 
ing it to mankind, who, till his incarnation, fat 
in darknefs. And hence the prophet Watah, 
foretelling the coming of Our. Saviour, fays, 
The people that walked in darknefs have feen a great 
light; they that dwelt in the land of the foadow of 
death, upon them bath the light foined, VU. ix. 2. 
From the pre-excellence of the Gofpel con- 
veving this light to us, the feriptures of the New 
Teftament have acquired fuch reverence and ve- 
neration, that fome of the greateft people of the 
world, and in the earlieft ages of the church, 
have thought them worthy their higheft efteem 
and regard. Conftantine the Great had the gof- 
pels bound up in a cover of gold fet with moft 
valuable jewels. Theodofius the emperor tran- 
fcribed the Gofpels with his own hand, and {pent 
great part of every night in reading them. The 
general councils of Nice, Ephefus, and Chal- 
cedon, placed the book of the Gofpels in the 
midft of their afemblics, that the holy fathers 
might have refpect to them as to the perfon of 
Chrift. In thort, the theologifts of all ages have 
defervedly, and with a general confent, ~ ftiled 
this part of holy fcripture moft neceffary and 
ufeful: and, indeed, if we pay a proper artten- 
tion to the fubject-matter, Author and method, 
or manner of them, we fhall fee thofe epithets 


juflly appropriated to the writings of the New | 


Tehament. 

With refpect to the fubject-matter of the Gof- 
pels, it is of God himfelf, whether we confider 
him either as God or man. The Gofpels defcribe 
to us the words and actions of Our Bleffed Re- 
deemer, by which he taught us to believe and 
do our duty, as alfo what methods we ought to 
take to obtain eternal happinefs, plentifully fur- 
nifhing us, from his own mouth, with Divine 
precepts and counfel, inftruéting us in the per- 
tection of a Chriftian life, explaining to us Faith, 


Hope, Charity, the Doctrine of the Trinity, 


Inftitution of the Sacraments, and, in general, 
all theological fubjects ; painting Virtue to us in 
its moft amiable afpect, and deicribing Vice in 
its moft horrid appearance, with the dreadful 
confequences which muft naturally follow fuch a 
courfe of life. 

As to the Author himfelf, he is no lefs than 
the Divine Wifdom, who chiefly both fpeaks and 
acts in the moft material and grand occurrences 
related in the Gofpels: for before (as the apof- 


tle to the Hebrews fays) ‘ God formerly fpake 
to our fathers by the prophets, butin thefe later 
days by his fon, whom he hath made heir of all 
things, and by whom he made the world.” So. 






‘of the Father; difcevered to us the’ 
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that not Mofes, or the 


prophets, but: the 
begotten Bon of cade babel ivi only 


Divine Wifdom, and communicated them to es 
in the holy gofpels : in which thofe facred myf- 
teries, concealed from antient times, and barely 


‘fhadowed out in the typical expreffions of the 


law and the prophets, are plainly difcovered, 
made intelligible to the weakeit of human = 


ings. ,- 0 ore Set he - 
Fhe method gf manwer of fpeaking. and rea- 
foning in the Holy Gofpels is particularly to be 
admired, more efpecially in thofe parts wherein 
it is fymbolical. The elegancy of the metaphors 
the aptnefs of the fimilitudes, and fignificancy 
of the parables, were truly delightful and in- 
ftru€ting. One time the Son of God compares 
himfelf to a king celebrating the nuptials of his 
fon; another time, toa great man calling his 
fon to aceount for his conduct: now, to a ge- 
neral waging war; then to a mafter of a family. 
an hufbandman, a fhepherd, a fifherman, &e. 
In all which the comparifons are fo proper, that 
he reprefents himfelf to our capacities, not fo 
much by words as by the things themfelves : fo 
that inthe Gofpel we may be faid to be inftructed 
as much by the actions, as the words of Chrift: 
and truly, as St. Gregory fays, every ation of 


‘Chrift is our infirugiion. 


But the method of the Evangelical Wifdom 
claims another excellency: for it is fo difpofed 
by the Holy Ghoft, thar the moft funple and ig- 
norant are not deftitute of advantage in the read- 
ing it; and at the fame time there are fufficient 
difficulties and obfcurities to exercife the genius 
of the mott fublime wit. It is, indeed, plain 
and eafy, to the fincere, humble and willing ; 
but to the confident, proud and indolent, dit- 
cult and obfcure. I thank thee (fays Our Bleffed 
Lord) O Father, Lord of beavcn and earth, le- 
caufe thou baft bid theje ibings from the wife, and 
hajt revealed them unto babes, Matt. xi. 25. In 
fhort, the Gofpel, with refpeét to the reft’ of thé 
Scriptures, is like the fun that communicates 
light to the planets, which, at their beit, fhine but 
with borrowed rays. 

But the excellence of the Gofpel will yet ap- 
pear more confpicuous, if we draw a parallel be- 
tween that and the law. 

The author of the law was Mofes, mere man; 
but the author of the Gofpel was Jefus Chrift, 
both God and man. The law, indeed, was or- 
dained by the miniftry of angels in the hand of 
a mediator, who was Motes, the .mediator be- 
tween God and the Ifraelites; bur Chrift, the Son 
of God, firft promulged the Gofpel with his 
own mouth. The apoitle to the Hebrews points 
out the great difparity between Mofes and Chrift 
in the moft elegant and expreffive words: Cbrif 
(fays he) being the brightness of bis glory, (mean- 
ing the glory of God) and the expre/s image of 


bis perfon, and upholding all things by the word of 


Lis power, when be. bad by bimfelf purged our fins, 
[at down on the right band of Majefty on high: bi- 
ing made fo much better than the angels as be bath, 
by inberitance, obtained a more exce lent name than 
they. For.unjo which of the angeis faid be at an) 
time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begoties 
thee? And again, I will be to bim a Father, and 
be foall be to. me a Son? Heb. i. 3, 8c. the 
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The angels, indeed, as miniftering fpirits, were 
the firft publifhers of the Gofpel, as in the mef- 
fares of Gabriel the archangel to the Virgin 
Mary, and to Zacharias the father of St. John 
the Baptift; but Chrift himfelf was the founder 
of it, and clothed his divinity with our fleth 
through which he dictated to us the words of his 
Gofpel. The law (fays St. John) was given by 
Moles, but Grace and Truth came by Fefus Chrift. 
All the authorities, both of the Old and New 
Teftament, do agree, that Chrift, being the 
Author of the Gofpel, it is juftly called His Go/- 

, and not improperly termed, The Bock, 
Philafophy and Theology of Cérift, in which, with 
his own mouth, he declared much more noble 
and {ublime things than were delivered by Mo- 
{es and the prophets: wherefore, when we read 
or hear the Holy Gofpel, we may be faid to read 
or hear the very exprefs words of the Son of God 
himfelf. e. 

Upon a farther examination we fhall find ma- 
ny other ftriking particulars in which the doétrine 
of the Gofpel greatly exceeds what we find in 
Mofes and the law. ‘The law fixes one God to 
be believed and worfhipped by us; but the 
Gofpel, one God in effence, and three in perfon, 
to be loved and adored: Go, (fays Our Lord) 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Sci, end of the Holy 
Ghoft, Matth. xxviii. 19. 

The prophets, at a great diftance of time, 
foretold the birth, life, paflion and afcenfion of 
Chrift, the Miffion of the Holy Ghoft, and the 
converfion of the Gentiles: but the Gofpel po- 
fitively and clearly lays down the Prefcience, 
Providence, Omnipotence, immenfe Charity, 
and other attributes of God. No man bath feen 
God at any time, but the only begotten Sen, which 
isn the bofom of the Father, hath delared him, 
John i. 18. That is, Chrift leaving his immor- 


tal ftate fora time, condefcended to the condi-' 


tion of vile mortality, that he might difcover to 
us the fecrets of his Father, which were known 
to him only. 

Vhe law is, as it were, the fhadow; but the 
Gotpel is the very fubftance itfelf Thus the 
acts of the patriarchs, the oracles and fymbolic 
vifions of the prophets, the facrifices, ceremo- 
nies and decrees of the laws, which received 
their fanétions by the blood of animals, were 
types and preludes which enigmatically re- 
prefented Chrift to the people: but the Gofpel 
manifeftly and clearly exhibits to us Chrift, his 
Myfteries and Sacraments. 
afirmed by St. Paul, who fays, We all with 
open face bebald, asin a glafs, the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the fame image, from glery 
to glory, even as by the fpirit of the Lord, 2 Cor. 
ili. 18. Andinconfirmation of this, the fame 
apoftle begins his epiftie to the Romans thus : 
“ Paula fervant of Jefus Chrift called to be an 
“ apoltle, fet apart to preach the Gofpel of God, 
which he had promifed before by his pro- 
phets in the Holy Scriptures concerning his 
“ Son, &c. 


a 


t 


« 


The law was a meffenger of fear and terror ; 
but the Gofpel, of Love and Peace: the one: 


threatened death to tranfgreffors, the other, re- 

wards to believers. By the law all were fervants; 

but by the Gofpel all are free. Agreeable ‘to 
42 


This is pofitively | 
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this are the words of St. Paul: ‘ God hath 
«© made us able minifters of the New Tefta- 
«ment, not of the Letter, but of the Spirit ; 
“ for the Letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth 
“ life. For if che miniftration of death, (that 
‘© is, the Law threatening death) written with 
« letters, and on ftones, was glorious, &c. how 
“© fhall not the miniftration of the Spirit be more 
** glorious ?” From whence we may juftly de-_ 
fine the Gofpe! to be a law of liberty, a law 
of the fpirit, a law of beneficence and charity. 

The promiies of the law were of a.tempora- 
ry nature, fubject to vicifficudes ; but the Gof 
pel promifes are cele{tial and eternal. In the 
Jaw were promifed the good things of the earth, 
fuch as plenty of oi], wine, cattle, 8c. bur in 
the Goipel, the enjoy:nent of the company of 
Chrift, and everlafting happinefs. Jofhua con- 
ducted the Hraelites to a Jand flowing with milk 
and honey, but it was to the land of the dy- 
ing: Chrift hath brought us into the land of the 
living, a land fhining with and abounding in 
grace and glory. Befides, the law was burthen- 
fome in refpect of its threefold divifion into 
Moral, Ceremonial and Judicial, many parts 
of which decreed death to tranigreffors: but 
the obligations laid on the profeffors of the Golf- 
pel are eafy and pleafant. Come unto ‘me (fays 
our Blefied Saviour) a// ye that latour and are 
beavy laden, and I will give you reft. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I cain meek 
and lowly in heart: and ye foall find reft unto your 
fouls. For my yoke is eafy, and my burthen is light, 
Matth. xi. 28, &c. 

The law was an introdudtion to Chrift and 
the Gofpel ; but the Gofpel is the boundary and 
end of the law. St. Paul fays, Chriff is the ead 
of the law for rigbteoufnels to every one thot be- 
hieveth; Rom. x. 4. Wherefore St. Bernard very 
juftly calls Chrift the Fruit of the promifes of 
the law, alluding to the feminal virtue of plants; 
* for fruit (fays he) is the purpofe to which 
feeds tend, and in which they terminate.” 

The pre-excellence of the Gofpel will yet ap- 
pear much greater if we confider that the law 
was limited to the Jews only; whereas the Gof- 
pel was to be diffufed all over the world. The 
law was likewife imperfect with refpect to its 
duration; for it was only temporary, being to 
continue no longer than the coming of the Gof- 
pel, at which times it was to ceafe. This is ex- 
prefsly afirmed by the apoftle to the Hebrews, 


| who fays, For there is verily a difannulling of the 


commandment going before, for the weaknefs.and un- 
profitablene/s thereof. For the law made nothing 
perfec?, but the bringing in of a better bope did, 
by the which we draw nigh unio God, Heb. vii. 
18, 19. 

If we confider the whole texture and compo- 
fition of the Gofpel, we fhall find it very happi- 
ly adapted to all ages, degrees and conditions ; 
and that it may be juftly called an univer‘al li- 
brary of wifdom and knowledge, wherein every 
‘one may fee their duty, and learn to put it in 
practice If we attentively examine the conduct 
of the great Founder of the Gofpel, while on 
earth, we fhal} plainly fee that his whole life was 
one continued feries of moral difcipline ; and 
that what he taught to others, himtelf practifed, 
enforcing his precepts by his own example. 

6 1 While 


494. 
While the world were anxioufly feeking after 
the pernicious bait of wealth; he was content 
and calm in the midft of poverty. Impatient 
man could not brook an affront» but he patient- 
ly fubmitted to the vileft reproach. Corporal 
pains were terrible to human nature; but he 
bore whipping and fcourging without the leaft 
lamentation. Nothing fo fhocking to poor morta- 
fity as the bare apprehenfion of its diffolution ; 
but he quictly fubmitted himfelf to the moft ig-. 
nominious death-—even the death of the crofs. 

That the law was imperfect we have already 
made appear ; but there is not any thing which 
fo clearly points out its imperfe€tions and defi- 
ciencies as does Chrift himfelf, in that admira- 
ble parallel which he draws between the Old 
Teftament and the the New, and which is con- 
tained in the sth chapter of St. Matthew. He 
there fets both in a true light: fhews the necef- 
fity of reforming and improving fome decrees of 
the law, and inftituting a better and“more ufe- 
ful fyftem of virtue and piety. The precepts: 
of the law were pofitive and conformable to na- 
turc; butthe commands of the Gofpel tranfcend 
them: they arc far more inftructing, and fur- 
nifh us with the moft wholefome counfel, and 
the moft beneficial admonitions. 4 new com- 
mandyent (fays cur Bleffed Saviour) I give unto 
you, Thit ye love one another, as I have loved 
you, John xiil. 34. 

If we addrefs ourfelves, as we ought, to the 
practice of that fyftem of Evangelical Theolo- 
gy contained in the 5th chapter of St. Matthew, 
we may, from thence, draw fuch demonftrable 
inferences as will direct us in the performance 
of our duty, and crown our ebedience with re- 
wards. From the beatitudes in the beginning of 
this chapter, we are affured, from Our Bleffed 
Lord’s own mouth, that if we are poor in fpirit, 
we fhall gain the kingdom of heaven: if we 
mourn here, we fhall be comforted: if we hun- 
ger and thirft after righteoufnefs, we fhall be fa- 
tisfied. For this reafon St. Auguftine fays, 


«© The happinefs of this life confifts in the Ho.’ 


«© ly Gofpel, and the reftof the Sacred records, 
¢¢ without which we cannot come to the know- 
“ ledge of God.” All true knowledge, virtue 
and perfection, that a Chriftian can defire, or 
attain to, are contained in the Gofpels. There 
Chrift teaches us, that righteoufnefs and holi- 
nefs confift in the inward purity and integrity of 
the mind, not inthe outward fhew of works— 
in a confcience void of offence; not in the 
pompous applaufe of men—in humility; not in 


INTRODUCTION «2 the 


Boox I, 
oftentation—in contempt, not in purfuit of 
worldly honours—And he likewife teaches us 
to love our enemies as well as our friends, 

The law layeth down a naked. precept to the 
underftanding of man; but the Gofpel, at the 
fame time that it inftructs, infpires his will with 
grace to perform what is commanded him. Chrift 
in his Gofpel, does not exprefs himfelf exter. 
nally to our ears, but internally to our minds, 
where, by his perfuafive {pirit, he inclines us tg 
believe and practife what he teaches : My. word; 
{ays he, are fpirit and life, Vohn vi. 63. And 


| to this purpole the apoftle to the Hebrews cites 


the prophet Jeremiah: ‘“ This is the Teftamenr 
*« thatI will make unto them after thofe days 
“ faith the Lord ; I will put my laws into their 
‘* hearts, and in their minds | will write them,” 
Jer. xxxi. 33. . 

From thefe diftinguifhed exeellencies of the 
Gofpels, and the preference defervedly given 
them to all other facred writings, there can be 


ho motive fo _preffing to incite us to the itudy of 


them as their own worth; and, next tothar, our 
intereft, which we cannot be faid more really to 


| purfue, than by a ftrict and religious ebfervance 
| of the duties contained in them. 


The heav’ns declare thy glory, Lord ;. 
In ev’ry ftar thy wifdom thines ; 

But when our eyes behold thy word, 
Weread thy name in fairer lines. 


The rolling fun, the changing light, 
And nights and days thy pow’r confefs ; 

But the vaft volume thou haft writ 
Reveals thy juftice and thy grace. 


Sun, moon and ftars convey thy praife. 
Round the whole earth, in one large band; 
So when thy truth began its race, 
It touch’d and glanc’d on ev’ry land. 


Nor fhall thy fpreading Gofpel reft, 
Till through the world thy truth has run: 
Till Chrift has all the nations blefs’d 
That fee the light, or feel the fun. 


Great Sun of Righteoufnefs arife, 

Blefs the dark world with heav’nly light ; 
Thy Gofpel makes the fimple wife, 

Thy Laws are pure, thy Judgments right. 
Thy nobleft wonders here we view, 

In fouls renew’d, and fins forgiv’n : 
Lord, cleanfe our minds, our fouls renew, 

And make thy word our guide to heav’n. 


‘CHAP. 


Caar. If. 
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Prefage of the birth of Fobm the Baptift. Salutation of the Bleffed Virgin Mary by the angel Ga- 
briel. The Holy Virgin viftts ber coufin Elizabeth. Birth of Fokn the Baptif?. Conception of 


the Virgin Marv. 


Auguftus Cafar ifues a decree for a general taxation. 


Birth of Chrift, and 


bis manifeftation to the foepberds. His Circumcifion and prefentation in the temple. His mani- 
feftation to the wife men of the eaft. Herad, king of Judea, feeks to deftroy bim, but bis inten- 


tions are fruftrated. The Flight of Fofeph inte Egypt. 


lebem. Death of Herod. 


HE temple of Janus was fhut * at Rome 
—~Peace was within the walls of Jerufa- 
lem—and the time approaching, when the Great 


Creator of the Univerfe was about to fulfil the 


covenant he had long before made to his chofen 
people, by fending into the world his only fon 
in order to recover mankind from the wretched 
ftate into which they had been fo long involved 
by the fins of their firft parents. 

In purfuance of this, and for the completion 
of many other promifes which God, by his holy 
prophets, from the beginning, had made to his 
people, he was pleafed firlt to fend his harbinger 
io prepare the way before the Saviour of the 
World, who was now about to make his public 
entry into it. 
prophecies might be ftill the more wonderful, 
the conception of John Haptift, the harbinger ft, 


or forerunner of Chrift, was introduced with a | 


diftinguifhed miracle; whereby God not only dif- 
played his Omnipotence (which is not always cir- 
cumf{cribed within the bounds of fcanty nature) 
but at the fame time excited the minds of men 
to an expectance of fomething extraordinary from 
fuch fupernatural means. 

Towards the latter end of the reign of Herod 
the Great, king of Judea, there lived at Jeru- 
falem a certain prieft named Zacharias, who was 
of the rribe of Levi, as was alfo his wife Eliza- 
beth. 





* It was the cuftom, in times of war, for the gates of the 
temple of Rome to be laid open, bur shut in times of peace ; 
and it was now the fifth time, fince the building of that city, 
tha: the gates of the temple had been fhut. The firft time 


wasin the reign of Numa: the fecond, after the end of the: 


firlt Punick war: the third after Auguftus’ss victory over 

Antony: the fourth, upon his return fa the Cantabrian 
warin Spain: and the fifth now, in the 26th yéar of his 
reign, and the 23d of Herod’s; when 2 general peace (which 
laited for twelve years together) prevailed over the world, and 
was a proper prelude for ufhering in the Advent of the 
Prince of Peace, even Chrift, our Lord, who, according to 
the mof general computation, was born in the 4004th year 
“F the worid’s creation. ' 

_ t ‘Chere are two places referred to in the prophets, wherein 
the Baptilt is defcribed under this chara€ter; The firft is-in 
the prophet [faiah : The voice of one crying in the wilderne/s 
rripare Je the way of the Lord, make firait in the defart an 
"gaway for our God, chap. xl. 3. The latter, which is 
much more plain and exprefs, isin Malachi, Bebold, J will 
Jind my meffenger, and be foall prepare the way before me, 
&c. chap. iii. Both thefe paffages allude to harbingers, 
and fuch other officers as, upon the journies of princes, 
“tre employed to take care that the ways fhould be levelled, 
aad put in order, and all fuch obitructions removed, as 


And that the fulfilling of thefe | 


They were both of peculiar defcent, he | 





a! 


_of the Lord was, by his Preaching, and by his Bapti/m. 


~fuch 


Horrid maffacre of the infants at Beth- 


beisig a prieft of the courfe of Abiah (which was 
the eighth according to the divifion of David) 
and fhe lineally defcended from the daughters of 
Aaron. Nor were their charatters inferior to the 
excellency of their extraction, they being juft 
before God, and unblameable in their conver- 
fation. Hitherto God had not been pleafed to 
blefs them with an iffue; and both being far ad- 
vanced in years they had not any reafon to hope 
for, or expect, any offspring. But the peculia- 
rity of their defcent, and the innocence of their 
lives, recommended them to the particular care 
and protection of God, who was pleafed to make 
them the inftruments of his glory, by exercifing 
on them his Omnipotence in a manner of the 
moft extraordinary nature. 

While Zacharias was one day executing his 
prieftly office before God, in the order of his 
courfe; (which was to burn incenfe in the tem- 
ple) the very fame angel, (who had appeared to 
Daniel the prophet with-a certain information as 
to the period of the Meffiah’s coming, as well 
as his tranfactions in this lower world) fuddenly 


‘appeared before him, and foretold that a child 


fhould {pring from him and his wife Elizabeth 
(notwithftanding their very advanced age) who 
fhould be endowed with extraordinary gifts from 
heaven, and fhould be: honoured with being the 

forerunner of the great Saviour of the World. 
The good old prieft was no lefs aftonifhed at 
the 





might interrupt their paflage, or render itlefs commudious : 
and the manner in which the Baptift thus prepared the way 
B 

his preaching, he endeavoured to bring the Jews toa a 
fenfe of their fins; and to forewarn all thofe of the dreadful 
effe&ts of God’s anger, who did not éring forth fruits worthy 
of repentance. And by his Baptifm, when adminittered to 
sfons as were under the obligation of the law, he 
plainly thewed, thet-he was therein admitung them to fome 
privileges, which they had not enjoyed before, viz. the re- 
miffion of their fins upon their faith and obedience to him, 
who was the Mefenger of the Covenakt. Since, therefore, 
the Baptift was not only born, bur entered upon his miniliry, 
fix months befure Our Saviour, and fince his baptifm refer- 
red every one to-Chrift for acceptance and falvation, he is 
very properly {aid to be his hardinger, a meffenger sent ta 


prepare his way before him, ox to fet all things in readinefs 


for his approach, by putsing an end to the c/?/, and making 
an entrance into the rew, difpenfation. In this feute he is 
reprefented by the Fathers, as a kind of midde partition be- 
tween the Law and the Gofpel : of the Jaw, asa thing now 
come toa period ; and of the ge/pel, as commencing under 
him, who was fhortly to make his appearance on earth for 
the redemption of loft mankind. 
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the fubject of the miffion, than he was at the ap- 
pearance of the meffenger. The fenfe of his own 
great age, as well as his wife’s long fterility, had 
made him exprefs a kind of diffidence in his pro- 
mife, and, for his farther fatisfaétion, defire fome 
miracle in confirmation of it. Itis true he was 
not infenfible that the authority of the angel was 
derived from the Divine Majefty above. But, as 
it is the lot of humanity to err, he had, ar that 
time, forgot that nothing was impoffible to Om- 
nipotence, as well as that it would not be the firft 
time that the aged were caufed to conceive, and 
bear achild, The leaft reflection would have 
reminded him, that Sarah conceived, and bear 
Ifaac, when he was far advanced in years ; and 
that Samuel was born of a woman, who had been 
Jong reputed, and even called, barren. — 

But thete things Zacharias had forgot ; and 
therefore, when he afked for fome fign of acon- 
firmation of the promife made by the Divine 
meffenger, the angel told him, that he was no 
Jefs than Gabriel, a fpecial attendant on God’s 
throne, and difpatched on purpofe to inform 
him of his great happinefs; but that fince he 
was fo incredulous as to require a fign, he fhould 
have fuch an one as would be both a punifhment 
of his unbelief, and a confirmation of his faith ; 
for, until the birth of the child, he thould be 
totally deprived of his fpeech. Sebold, ({aid he) 
thou foalt be dumb, and not able to fpeak, until the 
day that thofe things fball be perfcrmed, becaufe 
thou beheveft not my words, which fall be fulfilled 
in their feafcn. 

It was not long before the denunciation of the 
angel was fulfilled, for no fooner did Zacharias 
leave the temple, than he was inftantly deprived 
of his fpeech. When, therefore, he faw the 
people (who waited without to receive his bene- 
diction) he made figns to them that he was not 
able to fpeak, from whence they concluded that 
he had feen fome extraordinary vifion within. 
Zacharias now returned home, foon after which 
his wife Elizabeth (according to the predi€tion 
of the angel) found herfelf with child, though 
her modefty made her conceal it for the fpace of 
five months. 

Thus was the reproach of barrennefs taken 
off from Elizabeth, in her old aye, by her con- 
ception of the Baptift; foon alter which the 
birth of the Mefliah was ufhered into the world 
by no lefs wonderful, but rather more extraor- 
dinary means. That a woman, generally efteem- 


ed barren, and far advanced in years, fhould | 


bear a child, was within the verge of poffibility: 
but that a virgin, who had never known man, 
fhould conceive and bear a child, exceeded all 
natural reafon and credibiliry, and could only 
arife from the great wifdom and difpenfations of 





t Nazareth was a city of the Lower Galilee, fituate in 
the fouth part of that province, and therefore not‘ far from 
the confines of Samaria to the fouth, and nearer to the ter- 
ritories of Tyre and Sidon to the north-weft. It is at pre- 
fent only an inconfiderable village, lying in a kind of con- 
eave valley, Mr. Maundrell fays, ‘* Here is a convent 
“< built over whatis faid to be the place of the Annuncia- 


“© tion, or where the Bleffed Virgin received the joyful’ 


“* meffage brought her by the angel.”? ; 

§ Efpoufing or betrothing was nothing more than a fofemn 
promife ofmarriage made by two perfons,each to the othor, at 
fuch a diftance of time as was agreed upon between them. 
After fach efpoufal was made (which was generally when the 
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| with child. 


. fhe repeated the very words expreffed by the Di- 





Boor 1, 


the Divine Being. This the Almighty had bro- 
mifed, and now molt punctually performed 
Within fix months after Elizabeth's conception, 
the fame angel Gabriel was fent to Nazareth - 
acity of Galilee, to a virgin named Mary /a 
near relation to Elizabeth, and of the houf of 
David) who had, a fhort time before, been efpoul 
ed §to one Jofeph, a perfonof the fame pedi- 
gree, but of no higher profefion than that of a 
Carpenter. 

‘As foon as the angel entered the houfe where 
the virgin abode (for as yet fhe had not been 
taken to her efpoufed hufband) he faluted her 
with this heavenly benediction: Hail! shou thar 
art highly favoured, the Lerd is with thee: ble fed 
art thou among women! ‘Che fuddcen appear. 
ance of the Angel ftruck Mary with amaz. 
ment and furprize, to remove which the ange} 
farther faid unto her, Fear not, Mary : . 7 
thou haft found favour with God. And bebeld 
thou fhalt conceive, and bring forth a fin a : 
Joalt calt bis name Jesus. The Holy Virgin, con- 
{cious of her own virtue, and yet furpsized it 
this uncommon falutation, began to expoftulate 
with the heavenly meffenger on the poMibility 
of the thing, fince fhe had all along lived in a 
{trict ftate of virginity. But the angel, to fatisfy 
her in this particular, told her, that this won. 
derful work was to be effeéted by the invifible 
power and operation of the Holy Ghoft ; and, 
to convince her that nothing was impoffible with 
the Almighty, gave her to underftand that her 
coufin Elizabeth (notwithftanding her old age, 
and former fterility) was at that time fix months 
In confequence of this information, 
and in reverence to the perfon who delivered ir, 
the Holy Virgin humbly acquiefced in whateve; 
God was pleafed to do with er; and as foon as 
the angel was departed, fhe made the neceffurv 
preparations for going to Hebron in order to pay 
a vifit to her coufin Elizabeth, and to congratu- 
Jate her on the joyful news fhe had received from 
the angel relative to her being fix months gone 
with child. 

As foon as Mary arrived at Zachariah’s houk, 
fhe informed her coufin of what had been told 
her by the angel; upon which Elizabeth felt the 
child move within her; and, being infpired with 
the Holy Ghoft, fhe exclaimed, Bleffed art they 
above thy fex! Bleffed ts the fruit of thy bsiy! 
And how great ts my felicity to be wifited Ly’ 
mother of my Lord! Nor did her extacy ceal: 
with this token of humility and joy on the im- 
portant event, in the ardour of which the eviace.! 
that prophetic influence, which, while it amazed 
the Blefied Virgin, could not fail of eftablifhing 
her belief in what the angel had foretold; for 


vine 





parties were young) the woman continued with her parent: 
‘feveral months, if not fome years, before fh: was tskea 
home, and the marriage confummated. This was the cal’ 
with the Bleffed Virgin, whe was difcernably with child de: 
fore fhe and herintended hufband came together. ‘The cut 
tom of efpoufing or betrothing in this manner “was initituicd 
that the parties contracted might have fome intermedi: 
time to think ferionfly of the great change they were gol": 
to make in their condition ; todifcourfe more freely togess" 
on their domeftic affairs ; and to implore Ged’s blefiing a" 
protection over them and theirs, in all the changes 
chances of this mortal life. | 
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vine Meffenger in: His @ueation of the Holy 
Virgin, Bleffed art thou dmeng women. ‘The hap- 

y Virgin, catching the hély flame from the eced 
Py zabeth, broke out into a rapture: of thank- 
giving to God, wherein the recounted his 
cies, and the promifes which He had_mtde 
people of Ifrael, and which, by matisip«her 
bleffed inftrument Of, he Was , peer. 
to fulfil, PL 

The Bleffed Virgitt continued wit? 

Elizabeth about three months, at 
of which time fhe rted, 21 


! 


his relations and 
to hear that he i 
was not any of th¥ 
But how much g 
they found that, ppd 
fpeech was immediat 
he employed in the 
for the wonderful: 


‘was to be augmented“by thé more” iniraculous 
birth of ue apm ie ee “ 
be the perfect completion of: what the‘angel Ga- 
briel had promifed td boci seit Sede 

After the Holy Virgin: had peramned46.N aza- 
reth fhe concealed,’ as Jongitss oe! 
great myftery (which God- 





pregnant fymptoms plainly difcovered it; and 
though her deportment had been exceeding chafte 


and modeft, yet Jofeph might be. well affured 
fhe was with child. ‘THis raifed-no little concern 


in his breaft; but being a merciful good man, . 


and unwilling cither.to-expofe the Ronour of ber 


family, which he thoughe fhe had ftained, or 
to infli&t public punifhment on her according t 


the fentence of the law, he refolved upon a fe- 
paration with the uemoft privacy. But before he 
could put his defign-into execution, an angel 


from heaven appeared co him‘in’ a vifion, ine’ 


forming him that his wife’s concéption was the 


immediate work of the Holy: Ghoft. Fofeph: 
(faid the Divine meffenger) thou. fon of David,’ 


fear not to take.unto thee Mary thy wife: for. 
thet’ which is conceived in ber &s Z the Holy 
Ghift. And. foe fhall bring forth a fon; and tbou 
foalt call bis. name Jesus: for be feall fave bes 
people from their fin. Matt. i. 20, 21. | ‘ ; 

The pious Jofeph was ftriétly obedient to the 
heavenly vifion. The next day he-took home 
the Holy Virgin, with whom, to all ouewnrd: ap- 
pearance, he lived in conjugal love, thowgir he 
never knew her till after the was delivered of 


her firft-born, the gréat Saviour and Redeemer’ 


of Ifrael. i 

A fhort time before ‘the birth of, Our Bleffed. 
Saviour, Auguftus Cafar iffved out a general 
edict, thac the names of all perfons fubject to 
the Roman empire, with their eftates and-condi- 
Hons, fhould be regiftered at certain appointed 
Places, according to their different provinces, 
Cities and families, and that a tax fhould be paid 
by all in proportion to their refpestive circum- 
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cH tates.enrolleti. Fro 
‘Pf ploy Sab! eden this occafion; all the inns, and 


vids 
ad -wrotight in Her): 
from her efpoufed hufband, cill-at length her 


\ftantes> \In. confequerice of this decree, Jofeph 
and his-wife Mary, being both of the tribe of 
Judah, and family of David, were obliged to go 
as far-as Bethlehem; which was the north-city of 
their tribe, im order to have their names and ef= 
«. From the great confluk of peo- 


B. were filled; (9 that no 
mad far their Jadging 
able, In thizlowly tenement the Bleffed 
pught forth her firft-born Sot, whom 
he: wittpped: ir. fweddiing-elothes, and, having 

‘berter convéniehée, ‘faim in a manger. 
Buc nocwithitaniding che great Redeemer of 
tikiad:‘ was born ‘ix this ebfcure manner, yet 
ere were feveral very-extraordinary. circumftan= 
and occurrences that attended it; which 
inly belpoke .him ‘the Son of God. On the 
ry night of his birth the wife-difpoler of all 
Mings was pleafed; by-his holy arigel, to’ make 
if, known to fome fhepherds, who were attend- 
their ooks‘on-the plain of Bethlehem: The 
Which fhone around the angel, ‘terrified 
hed ints; bur to diffipate . their 

‘ars, aitd.-confirm their joy, the Divine mef- 
seauer addrefied them in thefe words : Fear not, 
for bebold,. Z bring you good tidings of great joy, 
 wbith: fhall be to ali people. For unto you is born, 
this day, in the dty of David, a Saviour; which is 
Chrift the Lord, And this floall be a fign unto you ; 
ye foall find the babe wrapped in fwaddling clothes, 
lying. ig a manger, Luke ii. 16, &c. Immediately 
after ‘the holy angel had delivered the joyful ti- 
dings, an innumerable company of the fame ce- 
deftial choir broke out into this triumphant dox- 
ology t Glory be'to God on high, Peace on earth, 
and good twill towards men. 

’ As foon as this heavenly. concert was ended, 
the overjoyed fhepherds, remembering. the fign 
“which the angel, before.he difappeared, had 
given them, immediately haftened to Bethlehem, 
where they found the Virgin-Mother, and Jofeph 
the fuppofed father; aeeatine the God-like babe, 
.whom, in. humble ‘few@ferice.chey adored, and 
“then returned, praifiri:agl. extolling the mercies 
-of God} and, to the groutdebezement of all that 
heard them, ublithing: iniafe-places what they 
‘had {eer amdheard concerning the child. 
~ On the eighth day after Our Bleffed Saviour’s 
-birth, his parents,.in obedience to the Mofaic 
law, had him circumcifed; and, in. conformity 
to the order which the angel had given to his 
mother before her conception, they cabled his 
name Jesus. As foon-as forty days were elap- 
fed after his birth, two other ceremonies were 

rformed, viz. the Purification of his mother, 
and the Prefentation of her firft-born in the tem- 
ple: “Fhough, from the immaculate conception 
of her fon there certainly tteeded not the former 
ceremony, yet the Holy Virgin was determined 
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to fhew her humility and.obedience to the Mo- 


fatc infticution. She therefore went up with Jo~ 


1 feph to Jerufalem, thete to offer the facritice 


‘prefcribed by the law for her own purification, 
and there alfo to prefent her Son to the Lord, by 
delivering him into the prielt’s hands, and re- 

deeming him again for five fhekels. 
While the Bleffed Virgin was performing this 
laft cererpony mee ons the temple a pious 
and 
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and venerable man, named Simeon, whos. with # | # eabin his kingdont; afiembled -the whole 
all the devout, had waited day and night. for the | body.df the, Sanhedrim, and (not yet knowing 
confolation of Ifrael, andito whom it had beew |] of Our-Bleffed Savious's nativity) demanded of 
revealed, by the fpirit of truth, chat he fhould |] them the. very place where the Meffiah thould 
not depart this ie till he had feen the Lord of |] be;barn.: They told him that Bethlehem (in 
life and falvation. Accordingly, it was fignified |} shgijend affigned to the tribe of Judah) was the 
to him by the Holy Ghok, (at whofe inftatige he [}.visvefpet which the Holy ops by the pro- 
went at the precife sine, inge the resople): thas} eab, rad i 

the child, there prefeated wasighe Tong cinotbed 
Meffiah, even the Re er of Ifrael... 


ene 


an heavenly extacy, ‘fraifed Ged: far the: nom 
pletion of his prémifes, in letting shine bare. toe 
fee the Saviour of the. world before: hiceatity 
it. Lord, faid he, new lettef thon “thy servonts 
depart in peace according :to. thy word. Bor mine: 
eyes have feen thy falvasion, which than daft preci 
pared before the face of all people ,. a ght ta ligh, 
the Gentiles; and the glory cf thy people Ir. 
Luke xi. 29, &c. . Sy th eae 
No fooner had Simeon finifhed his Divi 
Rapture, than an antient.woman of: the trib i 
Afer, named Anna, who.was.remarkablédor héy: {| ligh witice,; who might ’.expel 
piety and devotion, ferenity of life, and cont*}} hur a deftendanté; from the thropg, in- 
ftantly frequenting the public worfhip, entered 4}. ek p-peince’ whole kingdom was. Wholly 
the temple, and being’ herfelf likewife excited [| fpisicual, vay whole throrie-was not to he efta- 
blifhed. upon, earth, but-jn the heavenly Jeru- 
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by a prophetic fpirit, gave God thanks for his 
infinite mercies; teftifying, at the fame time, || falem. 2-0. | ee 
that the Bleffed Infant was the true Meffiah, The three ftrangers, havirig received thefe in- 
and, on her departure, deélared the glad tidings || Atruétiesaifrom Herod, immediately left Jerufa- 
to all the faithful in thofe parts. ; lem, and.fet forward for-Bethlehem. In their 
Having thus, in every refpeét, complied with |] way they were very agreeably furprized with the 
the ceremonies and rites contained in the law of |] fight of the fame miraculous ftar they had {een 
Mofes, Jofeph and Mary, with the child Jefus, |] in their country, which (like the fiery pillar in 
left Jerufalem, and went to their own city of Na- the wildernefs) went before, and directed them 
zareth in Galilee. But here they abode only a }| to the very houfe where the Bleffed Jefus, and 
very fhort time, for as foon as they could conve- || his mother abode. * As fon as they entered in, 
niently adjuft their domeftic affairs, they went ]] they fell proftrate on the ground, accayding to 
to Bethlehem, thinking the place of Our Lord’s {| the Eaftern quftom, and, having in this manner, 
nativity the moft proper {pot for their fixed refi- || adored the child, they then prefented himy with 
dence. ; 2 || the richeft, products of, their country, fauch as 
Soon after Jofeph and Mary had left Jerufa- old and. precious odours, but more particularly 
Jem there appeared in that city certain ftrangers, ankincenfe and myrrh... ah 
who came from afar off, and were of a rank and The Eaftern ftrangers, having thus performed 
character fomewhat extraordinary. The Omni- } -their homage. to, the Blefled Jefus, intended to 
potent Being, in order to notify the birth of his |] return to JeruG@lem, and- acquaint’ Herod with 
fon, as well to the Gentiles as:to the Jews, had }|‘the happy difcovery they had made : put. they. 
caufed an uncommon ftar to ‘rife in the eaft, || were diverted from carrying their delign into 
which three wife men, or aftronomers in thofe || execution by a vifion they had that very night, 
parts obferving, and underftanding withal that || which apprized them of Herod’s cruel intentions, 
it was to fignify the birth of the Meffiah pro- 1 and at. the fame time directed them, for their 
mifed to the Jews, travelled te the metropalis.of 4 own fafety, to purfue another courfe than that 
Judea, in order to find out this new-born prince, |} they had come to their own country. Thefe 
that they might teftify their homage and adora- || dire€tions were ftri€tly atteaded to by the ftran- 
tion of him. gers, and thereby was defeated the witked in- 
The public charaéter and appearance of thefe j] seption of the malicious Herod. ee en Ped 
three ftrangers, ote with their openly cal- |{+, . Noslong after this.an angel was fent to Jofeph 
ling the Divine Infant the king of the Jews, not |] to acquaint him-with Herod's intended cruelty 
only threw Herod * into the greateft confterna- |] againft the child, and at the fame time to order 
tion, but likewife occafioned a general commo- || him to retire into Egypt with him and his.mo- 
tion throughout the whole city of Jerufalem.He- || ther: Jofeph inftantly obeyed the Divine com- 
rod, however, being refolved to deftroy this fup- || mand, and, for fear of difcovery, ne the 
advantage 
nS 


* The ambitious and cruel Hered, who was matural- |{ king being born among them, confirmed by fach extraordi- 
ly of a very jealous and fufpicious temper, knew well that |} nary ‘means as perfons coming from a far country, and con- 
him(elf was hated by the Jews, and that the Jews werethen || duéted to Jerufalem by the guidance of a wonderful far, 
in full expectation of the Meffiah (a Prince that was to fub- |] might be a means of exciting {edition among’ the peopl, 
dug all other nations) to come and reign over them. He j| and might, perhaps, occaiion a revolution in the govern- 
hat therefore, great reafon to fear that the rumour of a |) ment. -- 
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advantage of the night, he, with all poffible 
expedion, fet forward for Egypt—And ee there 
with the child and his mother) suaztil the death 
of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was 
fpoken of the Lord by the prophet: Out of Egypt 
“pave I called my fon. er 
In the mean time Herod waited impatiently 
for the return of che Eaftern fages; but™ at 
length finding himfelf deluded, and his moft 
fecret and fubtle defigns fruftrated; he fell into 


a moft vielent rage, and refolved: to effect by | 


cruelty what he had been difappointed of doing 
by Soliey: To this purpofe he; ordered a larg 

party of foldiers to.go throughout the city @ 
Bethlehem, and the, adjeining villages, and 
maifacre all the children they could find 
in that were two years old and under; thinkin 

that the infant $57 whom as a prince he be 

envied and dreaded, would fafl ‘in the genera] 
(laughter. But God had provided the heavenly 
miffionary with a fafe ‘remeat. ‘The fhrieks, 
however, of tender mothers for their innocent 


- Boom the: Birth of Ciiriet, fo bis Afcenfion into Heaven. 
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babes; and the groaris of expiring infants, which, 
oh this occafion, filled the fkies; were inex- 
preffible : death and remedilefg defpair raged in 
every place; and the furface~of the earth was 
crimfoned with innocent blood. Bur it was not 
long before the Divine vetigeance overtook the 
author of this dreadful fcene; he being affic&ted 
with a moft uncommon and dreadful diftempers 
which, in a fhort time; put a period to his ex- 
iftence ¥: : oe 
Herod, fome time before his death; had 


-mnade a will; which was, in fome meafure, con- 


firmed by Auguftus; and in it he fertled his 
domitiions upoh his fons and his fifter. He 


made Atchelaus his fucceffor in that part of 
“his kingdom which included Judea; Idumza, 


and Samaria‘ to Philip he gave Auronitis, Tra- 


. Chonitis; Panea, and Batanea: to Herod Anti- 
‘ pas, Galilee sand Per#a; and to his fifter Sa- 


Fome; fome particular eities; “with a confidera~ 


_ ble fum ef money. 





+ It is clearly evident, from the nature of Herod’s dif- 
eafe, and the mifery he faffered under it, that it was in- 
flied on him by Providence as a panifhment for his horrid 
cruelty to the innocent and harmlefs children. Jofephus 
tells us, that not long after the maffacre of the infants at 
Bethlehem, his avenger daily increafed, and that he Ja- 


boured under the moit loathfome and tormenting com- 
plaints. ‘+ He had (fays he) a lingering and wafting 
*“« fever, and grievous ulcers in his entrails and bowels ; 
“a violent cholick, an infatiable appetite, 2 venemous 
{welling in his feet, convulfions in his nerves, an al- 
moi perpetaal afthma, and ftinking breath, rottennefs 
‘‘in his joints, accompanied with prodigious itchings, 
‘* crawling worms, and intolerable fcents, fo that he was 
a perfect hofpital of incurable difeafes. And thus he 
died in hogid pain and torment, being fmitten by Pro- 
vidence for his many enormous iniquities.” 


‘ 


‘ 


a 


¢ 


‘ 
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There certainly never was‘a more wicked man, or com- |} 
pleat tyrant than Herod. He fuppreffed, and changed [| 


the high-prieit’s office as he thought fit, and even pro- 
phaned the temple itfelf. He caufed the legal king of 
the Jews to be flain, extirpated all the race of the Mac- 
cabees, removed the whole Sanhedrim, and placed others 
in their ftead. Nor was his rage confined to the Jews, 
but defcended to his own family and neareft relations, even 
to the executing his beloved wife Mariamne, and his 
own fons Alexander and Ariftobulus, upon flight and eri- 
vial occafions. As he was confcious to himfelf of the 
wickednefs of his life, fo he had great reafon to imagine, 
that, inftead of any true lamentation at his death, there 
would be much rejoicing throughout the whole kingdom 


‘for the quality and number of his mourners.” 


oF Jiddea i and thérefore, to prevent this he framed a 


| projeét, which was one of the moft horrid that ever ene 
{ tered into the mind of man. 


He fummoned all the noa 
bility, and mof confiderable men in every city, town and 
village in Judea, upon pain of death, to meet together at 
Jericho, where he then lay fick. As foon as they were 
affembled he ordered his foldiers to fhut them all up in 2 
fpacious place, called the Fippodrome; after which, cai- 


| ing to him his fifter Salome, and herhutband Alexas, with 


fome choice friends, he told them, ‘* That he was fenfible 
of the hatred of the Jews to his perfon and government, 
and that his death-would be an high fatisfaction to them : 
that his friends, therefore, ought to procure him fome fo- 


| lace in the midft of his bitter anguifh, which if they per- 


formed according to his order, the mournings and lamen- 
tations at his death would be as great and magnificent as 
ever any prince ha@. The fubftance of this order was, 
that on the fame hour when he expired the foldiers thould 
farround ‘the Hippodrome, pat all the inclofed perfons to 
the {word, and then publifh Ais death, which’ (as he faid) 
would caufe his exit to be doubly triumphant ; firlt, for 
the umous execation of his commands, and fecondly, 
But Salome 


and Alexas, not being wicked enough to do whar they had 

‘been made folemny to promife, chofe rather to break their 
obligation, than make themfelves the executioners of {0 
bloody a defign ; and therefore, as foon as Herod was dead, 
they ordered the Hippodrome to be opened, and permitted 

a that were fhut upinit to retura to their refpettive ha~ 
utations. - ; ‘ 
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Fafeph returns out of Egypt, and takes up bis refidence at Nazareth in Gaklee. Axcbelaus, whoa 


faccoeds Herod in the government of Fudea, is depofid by the emperor Auguftus. 
viour, at twelve years of age, is found difputing with the dottors in the temple. 
The preaching of Fobn the Baptifts and the manner of bis life. Baptifm of Chri 


giftus Cafar. 


Our Bleffed Sa- 
Death of dup 


¥ 


and vifible defcent of the Holy Ghoft on that occafion. Commencement of Our Saviour’s miniftry. 
His temptation in the wildernefs. His firft miracle of turning water into wine at the marriage 


feaf. 


§S foon as the tyrant Herod was no more, 

% his death was notified to Jofeph by an 
heavenly meffenger, who dire€ted him immedi- 
ately to leave Egypt, and return, with the child 
and its mother into the land of Ifrael. Jofeph 
readily obeyed the Divine command ; but, when 
he arrived in Judea, hearing that Archelaus fuc- 
ceeded Herod in that part of the country, and 
being apprehenfive that the cruelty and ambition 
of the father might be entailed upon the fon, he 
was fearful of fetthing in his dominions. But 
thefe difagreeable apprehenfions were foon re- 
moved by his receiving a vifit from another 
heavenly meffenger, who directed him to retire 
to Nazareth in Galilee, which was under the go- 
vernment of Herod Antipas, a mild and bene- 
volent prince, and where the particular circum- 
ftances which attended the birth of Our Blefied 
Saviour were not generally known. 

The precife circumftances of Our Lord’s 
childhood and life, previous to the time of his 
public miniftry, are not noticed in the writings 
of the Evangelifts, which can afone be relied on 
as authentic. ~All we can gather from thofe in- 
fpired men is, that Our Bleffed Saviour’s parents 
annually repaired with him to Jerufalem at the 
feaft of the Paffover; and that, as his body in- 
creafed in ftature, fo more efpecially the facul- 
ties of his foul were enlarged, and highly re- 
plenifhed with the Grace of God. As his parents 
were poor he hac not the advantage of a finifhed 
education, and fcems to have received no other 
inftruction than what his parents gave him, in 
conformity to the Jewifh laws. But fuperna- 
tural abilities amply compenfated for the defici- 
ency of natural aequirements, and he gave in- 
ftances, in his earlieft years, of the moft ama- 
zing penetration, and extenfive wifdom. 

In the mean time Archelaus, king of Judea, 
following the fteps of his cruel father. Herod, 


made himfelf fo obnoxious to the Jews, that’ 


the principal men among them, joinmg with 
thofe of Samaria, drew up a compiaint againft 
him, which they laid before Auguftus Cefar, 
emperor of Rome. The emperor, after a full 
hearing on both fides the queftion, déprived 
Archelaus of his government, confifcated all 
his goods, banifhed him to Vienna, a city in 
Gaul, and reduced his dominions to the form of 
a Roman province, which, ever after, was ruled 


by a governor fent from Rome, who was called { 
by the name of Procurator, but, in fome cafes, | 


was fubject to the Prefident or Governor af Syria. 





While Judea was reduced ta this wretched 
ftate Our. Blefled Saviour was advanced to the 
twelfth year of his age, at which time he went 
up with his parents, as ufual, to celebrate thie 
feaft of the Paffover at Jerufalem. His parents, 
after ftaying the whole feven days, and having 
performed the ufual ceremonies on the occafion; 
were nowreturning, with great numbers of their 
neighbours and acquaintance, towards Galitee ; 
and fuppofing that the Bleffed Jefus had joined 
himfelf with fome of the company, they tra. 
velled on awhole day’s journey. But, when 
night came on, and they could not, among 
their relations and particular friends, hear any 
tidings of him, they were thrown into the utmoft 
confternation, and immediately returned to Je- 
rufalem in order to find him out, and take him 
with them to Nazareth. . 

After a moft anxious fearch of three days they 
found him in one of the rooms of the temple 
(probably in that of the grand Sanhedrim) fit- 
ting among the learned doctors. and matters of | 
Nfrae}, hearing them difcourfe, ‘and propounding 
fuch queftions to them as raifed the admiration 


of all that heard him, and made them aftonifhed 
_at his unbounded penetration. 


The furprize of Our Bleffed Saviour’s. parents 
in finding him within the walls of fofacreda place, 
and in fuch fublime employment, was’ beyond 
expreffion. His pious mother, notwithftanding 
the pleafure fhe received in having found him, 
could not help flrewing the concern which his 
abfence, without her knowledge had occafioned, 
Son, faid fhe, why bajt thou dealt thus with. us? 
Bebeld, thy father and I kave fought thee for- 
rowing. To this queftion Our Saviour replied 
in words to this effect : that their furprize at his 
abfenting himfelf was groundlefs and abfurd, as 
they muft havebeen affured, from his extraordinary 


birth, and the wonderful circumftances attending 
| it; that his heavenly Father.was no lefs than the 


God of Ifrael: that himfelf affumed human na- 
ture to promote his glorious will; and. therefore, 
as his errand was Of fuch moment, they mutt 
net imagine he could always refide with them. 
Huw is it, faid he, that ye fought me? Wift yt 
not that I muft be about my Kather’s bufine/s? 
Thefe words were not clearly underftood by the 
Bleffed Virgin, bus they ftruck fuch an impreél 
fion on her mind that the ever after retained 
them in her memory. . 

Our Bleffed Saviour, being thus happily found 


by his parents, returned with them to Nazareth 


Cu ar, LI. : 
and lived with them inthe moft dutiful fubjection, 
thereby affording a moft glorious example for 
the imitation of all children, who certainly are 
bound ta yield obedience to their parents, more 
efpecially fince the Son of God himfelf, when 
on earth, fet them the exaniple. +. 
In this humble ftate did the Bleffed Jefus con- 
tinue for fome time, during which he greatly 
advanced both in knowledge and ftature ; and, 
by his extraordinary qualities, attracted the re- 
gard and ‘admiration of all who either faw or 
heardhim. | ; d : ; 
Being happily free from thofe inordinate, dif- 
quieting defires which difturb and diftraét mor- 
tals, he was always in temper calm and fedate, 
which; added to a pleafing countenance, enabled 
him to prove the ftrength of his mortal facul- 
ties, and the natural goodnefs of his difpofition. 
He was alfo an excellent orator, being endued 
with a moft nervous and sabi elocution, 
infomuch that his hearers, frequently aftonifhed 
at the fubftance and manner of his addrefs, would 
fuddenly call out, Never man {pake like this man. 
And though, confidered in his Divine nature, 
he was far fuperior co human nature, yet, dur- 
ing the time in which he lived thus humbly with 
his parents, he condefcended to affift his father 
in his bufinefs of a carpenter, thereby learning 
usamoft fhining example both of induftry and 
humility.=—-Thus obfcurely did the Bleffed Jefus 
live till the time of his public miniftry, nor did 
he, till then, fhew any miracles, or perform 
any actions to diftinguith himfelf from the reft 


of mankind: his Divine nature, and annexed 


properties, during the time of his private life, 
being concealed under the veil of his human 
nature. 

While Our Bleffed Saviour continued in this 
obfcure ftate, and when he was in the eighteenth 


reign of near forty-four years) to the inexpref- 
fible grief of his fubjects. He was fucceeded 
by Tiberius, the fon of his wife Livia by a for- 
mer hufband, who was a prince of a quite con- 
trary difpofition to his predeceffor. In the fe- 
cond year of his acceffion to the Roman empire, 
he recalled Rufus from the government of Ju- 
dea, and fent Valerius) Gratus 
fourth governor in thofe parts fince the banifh- 
ment of Archelaus) to fucceed him. Gratus, 
after continuing fome time in his office, was re- 
called, and Pontius Pilate, a perfon, like his 


fpirit, and of a cruel and covetous difpofition, 
Was appointed governor in his ftead. 

A hen time after Pontius Pilate was ap- 
pointed to the government of Judea, John the 
Baptift began to open his commiffion for the pre- 
paration of Our Saviour’s way before him, by 
preaching the Baptifm of Repentance for the Re- 
mifion of fins. From his infancy, till the time 
of his public miniftry, he had been bred up in 
the wildernefs of Judea, refembling the antient 
Prophet Elijah in the coarfenefs of his cloathing, 
and the plainnefs of his diet. His drefs con- 
ited of a loofe coat made of camel’s hair, and 
fattened with a leathern girdle, which. was the. 
only garb he wore: his food was the fpontaneous 
Productions of the wildernefs, fuch as locufts 
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year of his age, Auguftus Czfar, the Roman. 
emperor, died at Nola in Campania (after a. 


(who was the 


matter Tiberius, of .a fierce and irreconcileable - 





08 
and wild honey; dnd his drink the pure water 
of fome chryftal fpring: His courfe of life was, 
indeed, admirably adapted to ingglcate the doc- 
trines of Repentance and Reformation. By his 
free and refolute preaching, joined to his great 
feverity of life; he foon obtained a prodigious 
number of profelytes, not only in Judea; but 
alfo from Jerufalem. Perfons of all ranks and 
qualities flocked to him, confeffed their fins to 
God, were baptized in the river Jordan, and 
fubmitted to whatever he prefcribed as neceffary 
towards their obtaining an inheritance in the 
manfions above. 

Among the great multitudes who went to 
hear the preaching of John the Baptift, were 
many Pharifees and, Sadducees, whofe confidence 
and immorality he fharply reproved ; while at 
the fame time he exhorted the common people 
to works of charity ; the publicans to avoid op- 
preffion and injuftice; the foldiers to abftain 
from plunder and violence; and; in fhort, he 
cautioned every one to beware of thofe crimes 
to which they were moft expofed by their refpec- 
tive occupations and employments in life. 

The Baptift, throughout the whole of his mi-+ 
niftration, happily adapted his difcourfes to the 
circumftances and capacities of the various peo= 
ple he addreficd ; and took every pious means 
to prepare them for the coming of the long pro+ 
mifed Meffiah, who was fhortly to appear amongft 
them in the glorious character of a Saviour and 
Redeemer of Ifrael. 

Thus by a life of inflexible virtue, difcourfes 


nervous and pathetic, exhortations fincere and 


fervent, and rebukes honeft and courageous, the 
Baptift became renowned throughout the whole 
kingdom of Judea. Indeed, the greater part of 
his followers were fo enraptured with his doétrine 
and manner of life that they began to confider 
him as the promifed and long expected Meffiah : 
but, to remove all thoughts of this kind, he 
freely declared to them, that he only baptized 
them with Water to Repentance and a new lifes 
but that there was one coming, and ready to ap- 
pear among them, who would baptize them with 
the effufion of the Holy Ghoft, and who fo far 
exceeded him -in power and excellency, that he 
was not worthy to do for him the meanett or moft 
fervile office. J, indeed, baptize you with waters 
but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of 
whofe fooes I am not worthy to unloofe, Luke iit. 
16. Thefe were the doctrines which John 
preached, and this the teftimony which he gave 
of the Bleffed Jefus, even before he had the hap- 
pinefs of perfonally knowing him. 

After John had continued in his miniftry for 
feveral months, our Blefled Lord thought fit ta 
remove from his obfcure fituation at Nazareth. 
Accordingly, after taking leave of his parents, 
he went into Judea, and from thence to Batha- 
bara, on the banks of the river Jordan, where 
John was at that time baptizing. It is certain 
that He, who was innocence and purity itfelf, 
had no need of the Baptifm of Repentance; but 
Our Bleffed Lord, being inclined to honour and 


_fandtify the Intftitution,. offered himfelf to John 


for baptifm. John, being at this inftane Di- 
vinely infpired, knew him, and thereupon en- 
deavoured to decline the office, but the Bleffed 
Jefus gave him fuch ee for the expediency oe 
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-the thing, as made hin no longer hefitate ; and || and profecute his’ miniftry, with more glory to 
he immediately baptized him in the prefence of himfelf, and advantage to. mankind, that he 
numerous fp@ators. thould previoufly overcome the mioft fabule wrt, 
As Our Bleffed Saviour meeded not the in- || of that deceiver, who, under the mask of the 
ftructions ufvally given on the occafion, as foon. ‘|| ferpent, feduced our firit parents, and involved 
as the ceremony was performed, ‘he went ftrait- || them and their pofterity im one common rein, - 
way out of the water, and kneeling on the bank , Whether or not the old ferpene made ufe of.any 
of the river, fervently prayed to is Almighty || devices. to trepam the Son of God during the 
Father for an abundant effufion of his Holy Spi- || time of ‘his faiting we cannot fay, as no meation 
rit, as he was now about to enter upon his pub- {| !s made of it in holy writ. Bat, at the éxpira. 
lic miniftry, the end of which was the falvation {| ‘tion of the forty-daysy when the Blofied Felus 
of mankind. His prayers were heard, his re- }| had endured the keeneft hunger, the vempter, 
queft was granted, and an immediate atteftation || Im a haughty and infolent manner, demanded 
of the Divine pleafure given. The fky, on a fud- f) why he bore fuch fenfations ; telling him at the 
den, was divided by a great radiancy, and the | fame time, that if he was the Son of ‘God he 
Holy Ghoft, in the form of a dove, defcended | mutt certainly have power to change ‘even the 
upon his facred head, at which time an audible |] ftones.of that dreary wildernefs into bread; and 
voice from heaven was heard to pronounce thefe || that by fo matvellous a tranfmutation he weulad 
words: Ibis is my bcloved Son, in whom I am }\ give him the fatisfaction of knowing the trath ef 
well plrafed. what was faid concerning him at his ‘baptifm, 
Our Bleffed Lord having complied with the }j This device Our Biefled Saviour repelled by 
Inftitution of Baptifm, and received the moft fj citing the words of Motes, which implied, that 
convincing teftimony that could be given of his— God, whenever it feemed good in his fight, could, 
heavenly Father’s approbation, by the miracu- }] by extraordinary means, provide for the tupport 
lous defcent and effufion of the Holy Ghoft up- } of the human race. Man fhrll nat tive by bread 
on him, began to prepare himfelf for the dif- || adcne, but by every werd of Ged. 
charge of his prophetic office, he being now ar- The deceiver, being defeated in this effort, en 
rived at the age of thirty years, which was the {| deavourcd to put in execution another device, 
time allowed, according to the Mofaic law, for ]| Having conducted Our Lord fome diftance from 
the commencement of infpired miniftration. the fpot where he had made the firft attempt, he 
‘As foon as it was known that Our Bleffed Sa- || placed him on the pinnacle of atemple, and in- 
viour was about to enter upon his public minif- folently urged him to prove the truth of his 
try, the people in general imagined that he would || miffion, by cafting himiclt down from thence, 
firft repair to Jerufalem, the feat of power and || Citing, as an encouragement for him to comply 
grandeur, in order to difplay to the great and with his defire, the following text from the 
the learned his miraculous abilities and efful- || Plulms: If thou be the fon of God caft thyelf 
gent glories. But, averfe to human parade, the |} ¢own; for it is writien, be fhall give bis angels 
heavenly-minded Jefus preferred folitude to the charge concerning thce, and in their bands they, foal 
noife and hurry of mortal life. Fe therefore re- || Gear thee up, left at any time thou daf thy foot a- 
tired into the wildernefs of Judea, in order to || gainfta ftone. This fecond attempt Our Bleffed 
prepare himfelf, by fafting, meditation and || Saviour fruftrated by uling thele words: Tho 
prayer, for the important work on which he was }| /Lale not tempt the Lord thy God, That is, thov 
entering, namely, the falvation of mankind. fhalt. not provoke the Lord, either by difobeying 
In this dreary fituation the Great Redeemer, his command, or by an impertinent curiofity to 
as Mofes and Elijah had done before him, fafted || know more concerning his will than he 1s pleafed 
forty days and forty nights, held an inceffant }j to reveal. a 
communion with his heavenly Father, digefted The tempter refolved, if poffible, to obtain 
the doétrine he was about to deliver, and the obe- |} his ends, hit upon another device, which was to 
dience he came to perform; and by a total ab- || tempt Our Saviour with the charms of ambition. 
ftinence from food for forty days and forty nights || To effect this he conduéted him to the top of 2 
evinced the divinity of his miffion, or, in other |] very high ‘mountain, where he fhewed him 4 
words, proved, that he was @ seacher come from || bright view of the kingdoms of the world, 
God. with their dazzling glories, promifing him uni- 
But the melancholy folitude of a defert, and verfal empire over the whole, if he would bow 
the fenfe of hunger and thirft, were buta {mall |} down, and yield to him the honovr of the bene- 
part of Our Saviour’s fafferings in the wildernefs. }{ faction. ‘This was fuch an evidence of blafphe- 
Satan, that implacable foe to mankind, was || my, as well as infolence, that Our Bleffed Lord, 
permitted to interrupt him with the moft infinu- || exerting his Divine authority, peremptorily com- 
ating wiles, and affail him with the moft alluring |} manded him to be gone, but with this memente, 
temptations. ‘This was an evident difplay of the |] [42% halt wor{bip the Lord thy God, and bim only 
Divine wifdom, and, no doubt, permitted that || joalt thou ferve. On his faying thefe words, Sa- 
Our Redeemer, being perfonally acquainted with || tan, finding all his efforts ineffectual,. departed 
the artifices of the deceiver, might become a for that: time, and an hoft of angels, fent from 
faithful and compaffionate high-prieft, know how || heaven, came to Our Saviour, and fupplied him 
to fuccour his people in times of adverfity, and |} with neceflary refrefhments, after his vidtory ove! 
pity them when they fall into temptation. In- || the great enemy and deceiver of mankind. 
deed, if we confider the matter in its true light, || During the time of Our Blefied Savious’s fatt- 
it appears highly. proper, in order that our |} ing and temptation in the wildernefs, his faith: 
blefied Lord and Mafter might both enter upon, ful forerunner John -the Baptift, being Abo a" 
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(both from the defcent ‘of the Holy, Ghoft; ‘ind 
the voice heard ftom heaven) that Fefus was the 
trve and long expeéted Meffiah;: made full dnd 
open declarations of it to all. che mutcitude thac 
came to hear him: In confequence of this the 
Sanhedrim at Jerufalem; prompted by curiofity; 
fent a deputation of their priefts and ‘Levites 
(who were of the fect of the Pharifees) to de- 
mand of him who he was, ‘whtther he was the 


Meffiah, or Elias, who was to rif from the dead, | 


and precede the Meffiah, the powerful prince fo 


earneftly expected by the whole nation of If | 


rael? Soe Nk, ate ee 
“The Baptift very frankly acknowledged that 


he was not che Mefliah whom they expected, nor | 


Elias, who (a8 they imagined) would perfonally 

pear among them, nor any other prophet rifen 
from the dead; but at the fame time he gave 
them to urderftand; that chough he was rot E- 
lias himfelf, yet he was the perfor fpoken of by 
the prophet Ifaiah; and of whom he prophelied 
in thefe words: The voice of bim that crieth in the 
wilderne{s, Prepare ye the way of the Lord; Make 
firait in the defart an bighway to our God. Ul. 
xl.3. 0 a ee 4 , 

he deputies, mot fufficiently fatisfied with 
this reply, afked him why he affumed the power 
of baptizing the people, if he was neither the 
Meffiah nor Elias; nor any of the antient pro- 
phets rifen from the dead? In anfwer to this 
John told them, that his baptifmm was only of 
water, to fhew the great neceffity of repentance; 
but that the efficacy of it depended upon one 
among them, whom they knew not; one who 
fucceeded him, indeed; in time; but fo far fur- 
pafled him in digmty, that he was ‘not wotthy 
even to be his fervant. 

With this anfwer the Pharifees appeared {atis- 
fied, and, taking their leave, departed; the 
very nexc day after which Our Blefied Lord left 
the wildernefs, and repaired to Bethabara, where 


John was at that time baptizing, and preaching 


the doctrine of repentance.. 

As it was the grand bufinefs of the Baptift to 
direé&t all perfons to the Meffiah for life and fal- 
vation in andthrough him, he embraced this fea- 
fonable opportunity of pointing him out to the 
multitude ; Bebold (faid he) the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the fins of the world! Miaving 
faid this, John declared to the people that he 
was the very perfon, of whofe fuperiority, both 
in dignity and exiftence, he had before fpoken, 
and whom, by certain tokens, he knew to be 
the Son of God. I faw, (faid he) the Sptrit de- 
feending from heaven like a dove, and tt abode upon 
bin. And I knew bim not : but be ibat fent me to 
baptize with water, the fame faid unto me, Upon 
whom thou fhalt fee the Spirit defcending and re- 
maining on bim, the fame is be which baptizeth wiih 
the Holy Ghoft. And I faw, and bare record, that 
ibis is the Son of God. John i. 32, &e. 

The very next day after the Baptift had made 
this public declaration, happening to ftand on the 


Padarestmupempearl a ; z : 


* Though the natne of the other difciple is rot mentioned, 
Yet there is not the leaf doubt but it was John, the beloved 
pottle and Evangelift, becaufe he fo punétually defcribes 
Circumitances of the time and converfation that paffed ; 
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bank of the rivet Jordan with two of his mot 
ftrenuous followers; and Our Bleffed Saviour 
pafling by at'the fame time; hegpointed him out 
to them; #hd; iri 4 pious raptufé,; repeated the 
words he had made uft of the preceding day to 
the muleede, Bebold the Lamb of God! Ani- 
mated with an arduous defire of hearing, ‘as 
‘Well as feeing; this extraotdinary perfon, they 
immédiately left John; and followed Jefus, who, 
confcious of theit defign; turned aboiit; and, 
with the utinoft affability; gave them ahi invitation 
‘to the e of his tefidence: One of thefe dif- 
ciples *; who was namtd Andrew, had been long 


-a@ follower of the Baptift, and therefore had ‘not 


the leaft doubt of the truth of what he had faid, 
and the doftrine he had ptopagated ; bur; after 
having had forne converfation with rhe Bleffed 
Jefus himfelf; he was fully fatisfied that he was 
indeed the promifed Meffiah; the great Saviour 
and Redeemer of toft mankind. 

Andrew; happy in having fotind out his Di- 
vine mafter, went and difcovered it to his elder 
brother Simon Peters; who, in_ like mariner im- 
mediately became one of Our Saviour’s difci- 
ples. The next day they were joined by two 
others; namely, ‘one Philip; an inhabitant of the 
‘city of Berhfaida, and an intimate friend of his 
named Nathaniel; a native of Canain Galilee: 
The latter, at his very firft coming; upon Our 
Saviour’s expreffing fome tokens of his Omni- 
fcience; made a very liberal confeffion of his 


_knowing him to be the Meffiah, the fon of 


God: Rabdi, faid he, thou art the Son of Gody 


| thou art the king of Ifrael! 


Nathaniel having made this exclamation, 
Our Bieffed Lord told him; he fhould here- 
after have much ftronger teftimonies of the 
divinity of his miffion, when he fhould be 
an eye-witnefs to what the old patriach Jacob 
-had before feen in a vifion, the angels a/cending 
and defcending; to attend the perfon; and exe- 
cute the commands of the Sou of Man: This 
appellation the Bleffed Jefus was pleafed to ap- 
ply not only in confideration of his humanity, 
but in order mofe directly to fulfil the remark-~ 
able prediétion of the prophet Daniel concern- 
ing him. J faw in the night-vifions; and bebold; 
one like the fon of man came with the clouds of hea~ 
ven; and came to the antient of days, and they 
brought bim near before him: And there was giver 
him dominion and glory; and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages; foould ferve him. 
His dominion foal be an evertafting dominion, whith 
foali not pafs away; and bis kingdom that which 


Sfoall not be defiroyed. Dan. viii. 13; &c: 


. Our Bleffed Reedeemer, having attefted the 
divinity of his miffion by many inconteftible 
evidences, and made five difciples; lefc Betha- 
bara, and went into Galilee; wheres foon after 
his arrival, he was invited, together with his 
mother ‘and followers, to a marriage feaft at 
Cana, a place firuated not far from the city of 
Nazareth, 

| At 





but in this, and feveral other places of his Gofpel it evidently 
appears (though for what reafori is unknown, uniels it was 
from his great fenfe of modefty) that he chofé to conceal his 
name, 
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At the celebration of thefe nuptials there hap- 
pened to bea fcarcity of wine, and his mother 
(who inecreligd herfelf in the management of 

_ the feaft, and®was therefore defirous that every 
thing fhould be done with decorum) applied to 
her fon hoping he might be able to remedy the 
defect. 

It is not to be doubted but the holy Mary was 
thoroughly fenfible of her fon’s fupernatural and 
diftinguifhed powers, and was therefore defirous 
that he would give fome proof of his abilities in 
the prefence of her friends who were affembled at 
the marriage feaft. Addreffing herfelf there- 
fore to her Son, the faid, they bave no wine. 
Our Lord greatly reproved her in thefe words: 
Woman what have s to dowith thee? Mine hour 
is not yet come; meaning, that the time or pe-~ 
riod, of his public miniftry was not yet arrived. 

But notwithftanding this reproof, Mary ftill 
entertained an opinion that he would intereft 
himfelf in behalf of her and the company, and 
therefore ordered the fervants punctually to obey 
his commands. 

The Bleffed Jefus, being affured that working 
a miracle would greatly tend to confirm the faith 
of his young difciples, refolved to comply with 
the requeft of his parent. He therefore ordered 
the fervants to fill fix pots with water, which was 
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no fooner done than it was immediately changeq 
into excellent wine. This done, he ordered 
them to draw, and bear to the governor of the 
feaft, who being ignorant of the miracle that 
had been wrought, and aftonifhed at the pre- 


ference of this wine to that which had been ferveq 


| up at the beginning of the feaft, addreffed him. 


felf to the bridegroom in the hearing of the 
whole company, telling him that, contrary to 
the ufual cuftom, he had referved the beft wine 
to the taft, at the fame time commending fo ju. 
dicious a practice, it being a plain proof of the 
approbatio# he entertained of his friends who 
were prefent at the entertainment. Every may 
(faid he) at she beginning doth fet forth good wing 
and when men have well drunk, then that which i 
worfe: but thou baft kept the good wine until now, 
The bridegroom was not lefs aftonifhed at the 
addrefs of the governor, than he was at the oc- 
cafion of it, and all were ftruck with amazement 
at a matter which they knew could only have 
been effected by the moft wonderful and fuper- 
natural means. 

This was the firft miracle wrought by Our 
Bleffed Saviour in any public manner, and which 
proved both a manifeftation of his own divinity, 
and a confirmation of the faith of his difciples. 
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IV. 


Oxr Bleffed Saviour goes to Capernaum, and from thence to Ferufalem. Removes the public abufe 


and prophanation of the temple. 
Baptizes in Judea. 
of Samaria. 
by the people, removes to Capernaum, 


Difcourfes with Nicodemus, a principal perfon of the Sanbedrim. 
John the Baptift is thrown into prifon. 
Miraculoufly cures the fon of a Nobleman. 
The wonderful draught of fifbes. 
many aftonifbing cures in Galilee and other parts. 


Our Saviour inftruéts a poor woman 
Goes to Nazareth, but being: ill treated 
Our Saviour performs 
He calls Matthew, a rich publican, to be one 


of bis difciples, who immediately leaves bis employment, and afterwards becomes an Apgftle and 


Evangeli/}. 


FTER our Bleffed Lord had performed his 

firft miracle at Cana, he went to Caper- 

naum, the place where he afterwards ufually re- 

fided; but his ftay there at this time was not 

long, becaufe his purpofe wasto go to Jerufa- 

lem, in order to attend the celebration of the 
Feaft of the Paffover. 

As foon as Our Bleffed Saviour arrived at Je- 
rufalem, the firft thing he did was, to reform the 
public abufe and profanation that had crept 
into the temple, occafioned by the fhops which 
money-changers had fet up, and the beafts, 
which the dealers ufed to bring into the court 
of the Gentiles. This Our Lord’s zeal for his 
heavenly Father’s honour could not brook ; and 
therefore, with a fcourge made of cords, he 
drove all the fellers and barterers from the facred 
ground, overturned the tables of the money- 
changers, and commanded all thofe, who dealt 
in doves and pigeons, totake them immediately 


away. Take thefe things hence, (faid he) Make 
me my Father's boufe an houfe of merchan 
ize. 3 

This extraordinary procedure greatly incenfed 
the Jews, and a council being affembled, they 
immediately went to Our Saviour, and demanded 
of him by what authority he did thefe things, 
and to give them fome evidence of his having 2 
commiffion fo todo. Butto this Our Blefied 
Saviour made no other reply than by foretelling 
his own refurrection, which he expreffed in tre 
metaphor of the temple. Defroy, fays he, 
(laying his hand on his breaft) this temple, and 
Iwill raife it up in three days. The rulers, mil- 
taking his meaning, imagined that he referred 
to the fuperb and lofty temple finifhed by Herod, 
and therefore told him fuch a relation was highly 
improbable, nor had they the leaft reafon 
think he could poffibly rebuild, in three, days 
that magnificent ftructure, which had been at 
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edat an immenfe expence, and was the labour 
of many years. 

Our Bleffed Saviour did not thiak proper to 
explain his meaning to thefe mighty men among 
the inhabitants of Jerufalem 5 upon which, with- 
out afking any farther queftions, they imme- 
diately departed, though far from being fatisfied 
at what they had heard. 

During the time of the Paffover Our Saviour 
wrought feveral miracles in the prefence of the 
common people, in ordez to confirm the do¢trines 
he delivered, and prove the divinity of his mif- 
fion. As there had not been any miracles wrought 
among them for a confiderable time, though 
many were recorded in their facred books, they 
beheld Our Bleffed Lord with amazement aod 
veneration; and great numbers were fgtisfied 
that he was the long promifed Meffiah, {a often 
foretold by the antient prophets. He did nor, 
however, publickly difcover himfelf to be the 
Great Prophet, as he knew that the faith of 
numbers was yet but weak, and that it was likely 
many would defert his caufe when they found he 
was oppofed by the Sanhedrim, or great council 
of the nation, and did not fet up a worldly king- 
dom as they thought the expected Mefliah was 
to do. ’ ; 

But the miracles wrought by the Bleffed Jefus 
' during his ftay at Jerufalem did not excite the 
wonder and aftonifhment of the common people 
alone. One Nicodemus (a confiderable man 
in the Sanhedrim, and of the fect of the Phari+ 
fees) reflecting on Our Saviour’s wondrous works, 
fo aftonifhing in their nature, fo demonitrative 
in their proof, fo falutary in their effect, fo hap- 
pily adapted to the confirmation of his doctrines, 
and fo perfectly agreeable to the attributes of the 
Deity, as well as the predictions of the. antient 
prophets concerning the Meffiah, thought that 
nothing lefs than Omnipotence itfelf could pro- 


duce fuch wonders, and that Jefus was, of a |! 


truth, the Son of God. But {till fome f{cruples 
arofe in his mind when, on the other hand, he 
confidered the obfcurity of ‘his birth, and the 
meannefs of his appearance, fo different from 
the exalted notions the Jews always entertained 
concerning this powerful prince, who (as they 
thought) was to ereét his‘ throne in the mighty 
city of Jerufalem, and make fubject to his do- 
minion all the ftaces and kingdoms of the earth, 

Nicodemus, in order to obviate thefe fcruples, 
and remove thefe perplexing doubts, refolved on 


an interview with the Bleffed Jefus ; but chufing - 


to conceal his vifit from the other members of 
the Sanhedrim, who were greatly averfe both to 
his perfon and doétrine, he chofe the night as 
being moft convenient for anfwering his purpofe. 
As foon as he beheld the mighty Redeemer of 
Ifrael, he faluted him in thefe words: Rabbi, we 
know that thou art a teacher come from God; for. 
no man can do thefe miracles that thou doeft,.ex- 
cept God be with bim. Which was as much as 
to fay, 
that thou art immediately fent as a teacher from 
on high ; for nothing lefs than power divine could 
enable thee to perform the miracles which thou 
haft wrought in the prefence of multitudes.” - 
Our Bleffed Saviour told Nicodemus that his 
elief' was not the only qualification requifite 
for him to become his difciple ; and then pro- 
43 
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“© Rabbi, I am {fufficiently convinced ° 
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ceeded to inftruct him in the great myftery of 
Regeneration ; Verily, verily, (faid he) J fay unto 
thee, except a man be born again, be cannot fee 
the kingdom of God: Which was as much as to 
fay, Verily, verily, declare unto thee as a 
truth of the laft importance, that unlefs a man 
be regenerated in the fpirit of his mind, have 
his will and affetions transferred from earthly to 
{piritual objects, he cannot fee the kingdom of 
God, which is holy and {piritual, both inits na- 
ture and enjoyments. : a 

This was a myfterious fyftem to Nicodemus; 
whofe religious views extended no farther than 
rites and ceremonies, and were bounded by time 
and fpace : befides, he thought the very pofi- 
tion of our Lord an abfurdity in terms: dow 
(faid he) can a man be born wh.n be is old ? Can 
be enter a fecond time into bis mesbri’s womb, and 
be born 2? £ i 

To thefe queftions Our Bleffed Redeemer re- 
plied, Except a man Le born of water, and of the 
Spirit, be cannot enter into the kinzdcm of Cod. 

he regeneration which I preach unto you is not 
of a natural, but of a fpiritual, nature. Unicfs 
aman embraces the religion and doétrineI preach 
(whofe initiating ordinance is baptifm and Di- 
vine Grace) he cannot be.the fubject of Divine 
glory, which confifts not in earthly fplendor, and 
the gratification of the meaner paffions, but in 
an exemption from whatever is earthly, fenfual 
and devilifh, and the profecution of whatever 
is heavenly, holy and fpiricual. That wich is 
Lorn of the. flelb is fle 3 and that which is born 
of the fpirit is fpirit. Marv:] not that 1 faid 
unto shee, ye muft be born azain, The doétrine 
I preach is defigned to inform you, firft, that you 
derive no excellence from your boafted defcent 
from Abraham, being as fuch fubjeét to fins and 


| infirmities of every kind; and fecondly, to Thew 


that you muft undergo a fpiritual mortal regene- 
ration, a renovation of the heart, which changes 
the whole man, and fits him for the participation 
of heavenly bleffednefs. This important work 
is likewife fpiritual in its operation, unfeen by 
mortal eyes, being wrought on the mind or heart 
of man by the powerful influence of the Hol 

Spirit, which changes its nature, and, with refs 
pect to things eternal, makes him another, a 
new creature. The wind bloweth where is lifeth, 
and thou heareft the found thereof, bit canft not 
tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: fo 
is every one that is bern of the Spirit. 

Having faid this, Our Bleffed Saviour pro. 
ceeds to tell Nicodemus that the doctrine of 
Regeneration was no more, in refpect of other 
myfteries of the Gofpel, than the earth is in 
comparifon of the heavens, and then acquaints 
him with feveral matters of the moft fublime 
nature, but particularly the bleffing of that Re- 
demption which he came into the world to aca 
complifh. He inftruéts him in the Love of the 
Father, the Miffion of the Son, the Rewards of 
Faith, and the Glories of Eternity. He up- 
braids the unbelieving and impenitent, and de- 
clares the difference between a pure and corrupt 
confcience, the fhame and fears of the one, and 
the confidence and ferenity of the other. 

This is the fubftance of Our Bleffed Saviour’s 
Difcourfe to Nicodemus, who, in confequence 
thereof, became a convert, and ever after cor- 
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ftantly éfpoufeéd his caufe in the great council of 
the nation. Boz § 

” As foon as the Feaft of the Paffover was ended, 
Our Bleffed Lord, accompanied by his difciplés, 


left Jerufalem, and retired into the remote parts | 


of Judea, where he continued a confiderable 
time, preaching the kingdom of God. In every 
place where he went he made many profelytes, 
whom he principally caufed to be baptized by 
the hands of his difciples, hts own time being 
chiefly taken up in teaching the people, and re-= 
Heving their neceffities. 

At this time John the Baptift had removed 
his ftation from Bethabara to /Enon, a place 
remarkable for fprings and various currents of 
water, and therefore of great convenience for 
performing the ceremonies of baptifm. While 
he was here, a difpute arofe between his fol- 
Jowers and certain Jews who were prefent, which 
of the Baptifins, that of John, or that of Jefus, 
was to be preferred? Being unable to decide the 
difpute among themfelves, they referred it to 
the opinion of John, who told them, that the 
perfon, of whom he had given fuch honourable 
teftimony, received profelytes (and that in pro- 
digious numbers) by the fame ceremony of Bap- 
tifm: as he did. He’ then repeated the teftimony 
he had before given’ of his Divine mafter, and 
reminded his followers how frequently he had 
told them, that the perfon of whom they fpake 
was the Meffiah, whom God had fent into the 
world for the falvation of mankind, and himfelf 
no more than his herald; and that his miniftry, 
therefore, was now going to decline, even as, 
upon the approach of the fun, the glory of the 
morning: ftar decreafed. John faid many sther 
things of the like nature to prove Our Bleffed 
Saviour to be the Son of God, and concluded 
his harangue with thefe important words: He 


that believeth on the Son hath everlafting life; but | 


he that believeth not on the Sen, foall not fee life, 
but the wrath of God abideth on him. 

The Baptift, having publicly preached the 
great doctrine of falvation throughout the wil+ 
dernefs of Judea, where he had continued a 
confiderable time, departed from thence, and 
went into the territori¢és of Herod Antipas in 
Galilee. As Herod efteemed both his preaching 
and perfon, John frequently went to Vis court, 
and having naturally a great freedom of fpeech, 
as well as being defirous of faithfully difcharging 
his miniftry, he one day reproved Herod for his 
wicked courfe of life, and particularly for his 
cohabiting with Herodias, the wife of his bro- 
ther Philip, who was ftillliving. Herod, being 
weak enough to inform Herodias of what John 
had faid, fhe was exafperated againft him to fuch 


a degree that, though Herod had fome efteem’ 


and reverence for him, yet, from her malicious 
infinuations, fhe prevailed on Herod to put John 
into prifon, intending, no doubt, when a con- 
venient opportunity fhould offer, to have him 
deftroyed. 

During thefe tranfactions in Galilee, Gur Blef- 
fed Lord continued preaching and baptizing in 
the wildernefs of Judea, | 
that the Pharifees began to be envious of him 

‘on account of the great numbers of people that 
reforted to him, he refolved to leave that part 
of the country, and pafs into Galilee, in order 
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But underftanding 





- Boon 


nifterial function. In the courfe.of his journey. 
it was neteffary for him to pafs through Samaiia,; 
and as he travelled of foot, and the. weather wag. 
exceéding hot, when he came. within a finalt 
diftance of Shechem, he’ fent his difciples into 
the city to buy-provifions, and fac hwnfelf down 
by the fide of a famous pring called Jacob’s 
Well. 

After Our Bleffed Lord had fat a thor time 
by the well fide, there carhe a woman of a loofe 
life and converfation frorn the city with 2 pitcher 
to draw water. As foon as Our Lord faw her, 
he requefted of her to give kim to drink ; upon 
which the woman pefceiving him to@ea Jew, 
afked hith how he could make any fuch requeft 
to a Samaritan, fince theré were fuch great feuds, 
and fo little dealings, between them and the 
Jews? Little did the woman know the excel. 
fency of the perfon whe afked her fo fmall a fa- 
vour ; but, in fome meafure to convince her, 
Our Lord took occafion from hence, under the 
metaphor of watet, to difcourfe with her on 
fpiritual bleffings, and to make her fenfible of 
his Omnipotence. Hetold her, ** That all who 
drank of the water of Jacob’s Well would thirft 
again, being but a temporal allay of a defire ine 
eident to human nature; whereas thofe who 
drank of the water which he was ready to. dif 
perfe, fhould never thirft becaufe thar. water 
flowed from the inexhauftible fountain of Divine 
Grace.” He then reminded her of fome re« 
markable incidents that had occurred to her in 
the courfe of her life, particularly of her having 
been five times divorced for adultery, and that 
fhe at that very time lived in a {tate of fornica+ 
tion. 

Thefe undeniable trdths greatly alarmed the 


| woman, who, to evade the prefent fudject of 


difeourfe, which filled her with a degree of awe 
and fear, as fuppofing he could be no lefs than 


| a prophet, propounded to him a queftion which 


had afforded great controverfy between the Jews 
and Samaritans, viz. Which was the proper 
place of publi¢ worfhip, Mount Gerezim, or 
Jerufalem ? Tothis Our Bleffed Lord replied, 
that it was not the place, but the manner, im 
which adoration was offered to the Father of Spi’ 
rits, that rendered religious worfhip acceptable ; 
telling her ltkewife, that the time was-approacil- 
‘ing when all facrifices, and ceremonial rites, 
fhould ceafe, and when God, who was a Spirit; 
‘would be worfhipped in a more humbie nnd fpi- 
ritual manner than he had hitherto been. 

In confequence of this anfwer, which appa 
tently referred to things fpiritual and eternal, die 
woman informed the. Bleffed Jefus-of her ex- 
pectation of the arrival of the promifed-Meffiah, 
who would punctually fatisfy them with refped 
‘o thofe things which had been fo long and ur 
‘decifively contefled. Our Bieffed Lord, being 
now pleafed ‘to make himfelf known to her, re- 


| plied, I rhat'fpeak unto thee am he. This intel- 
Jigence greatly-aftonifhed the women, -who :im- 


mediately left her pitcher, and ran inro‘the city 
to publifh to the people ‘the glad tidings, that 
the great ‘deliverer of tnankind was. chen’ ficcing 
‘by the fide ef Facob’s Well. 
Jult as OdrBlefled Saviour had made himtl 


| known-to the woman, and!fhe:had deparcedt re 
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the fpot, his difciples returned, fram the city, and 
a dea fat before their mafter the provifion 
they had purchafed ; but he, wholly abforbed in 
meditation, refufed the refrefhment they had 
brought, teHing them, be bed meat to eat that 
they knew nothing of. ‘Fhis unexpected anfwer 
{urprized his difciples, who, taking his words in 
aliteral fenfe, thought fome perfon or other had, 
during their abfence, fupplied him with provi- 
fons. But. Our Bleffed Lord foon explained 
the myftery, by telling them, that he did not 
mean natural, but fpiritual food; that, to exe- 
cute the commiffion -he had received from his 
Father was far better than meat or drink.; and 
the fatisfaction he was going to receive from the 
converfion of the Sainaritans much greater than 
any fenfual enjoyment, 

In the mean time the women, having returned 
ro the city, proclaimed aloud that the had met 
with a perfon who had told her all the fecrets of 
her life, and that he could be no other (as he 
had told her himfelf) than the long promifed 
Meffah. This report aftoniihed the Samari- 
tans, and, at the fame time, roufed their curio- 
fity to fee a perfon foretold by Mofes and the 
prophets, and of whofe appearance_there was 
then fo univerfal an expectation, Accordingly, 
great numbers of them repaired to Jacob’s Well, 
and no fooner did they fee Our Bleffed Saviour 
than, being fully perfuaded that he could be no 
other perfon than the great Mefliah, the firft re- 
queft they made was, that he would deign to take 
up his refidence in their city. Qur Lord fo far 
complied with their requeft as to continue with 
them two days, an interval which he fpent in 
preaching to them the kingdom of. God ; fo that 
the greater part of the people embraced the 
doétrine of the Gofpel, and, at his deparcure, 
faid unto the woman, New we believe, not becauft 
of thy faying ; for we have beard bim ourfelves, 
and know that this is indeed the Chriff, the Saviour 
of the world, . ; 

From Shechem Our Bleffed Lord proceeded 
to Cana, where he changed the water into. wine, 
and where the Galileans (who, at the Paflover, 
had feen the miracles which he did at Jerufalem) 
received him with the greateit refpect and reve- 
rence. During his ftay here, a nobleman of 
Capernaum came, and.addrefied :himielf to him 
with great humilicy, defiring that he would be 
pleafed to.go thither, and heal his. fon, who was 
then juft ac‘ the point of death. Our Bleffed 
Saviour readily: complied with the latter part of 
his requeft; but-to remove 8 prejudice which had 
been conceived, that it was neceffary for him_ tp 
be perfonajly prefent inorder to reftore the fick 
perfon to health, as well as:to fhew the.great.ex- 
cellence of his power, be refufed to go to Gaper- 
aaum, and thenefore difiniffed the nobleman with 


affurance that ‘his {ah was reftored to-health: Ge | 


thy way; (Laid he) shy few liveth. As the be- 
lieving father-was joyfully resurning home, -he 
was metion the way by foine-of his feryants, whe 
Conesatulated him withthe welcome news.of dais 

1's résdvery, . In.confequence .of this he r¢- 
quired af them the hour when, :the ghild began 
tomends and by the aniwer they gave him be 
Perceived that dt ovasiat ube vary inflant, when 
©ur Lord had declared to‘him, shy fon liveth. 
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Whereupon. not only. the nobleman, but like- 
wife his whole family, being convinced of Our 
Saviour’s. divinity, became converts to the Chrif- 
tian, faith, : . 

After Our Bleffed Saviour had fpent fome 
days ig the city and neighbourhood of Cana, he 
went to Nazareth, the place where he received 
his education, and where he had refided rij] he 
came to years of maturity. On the fabbath-day 
he went as was his, conftant cuftem, into the 
fynagogue, and, ftanding up, read (as it was 
ufual for lay-men then to do) a paffage in the 
prophet Ifaiah, beginning with thefe words: TZé 
Spirit of the Lord is upin me, becaufe he bath 
anointed me to preach the Gofpel to the Poor, &c. 
He {poke on this fubject with fo much graceful- 
nefs as to attract, in a very particular manner, 
the attention of the whole congregation. Many o 
them admired his difcourfe, but the greater part, 
who had known him in his youth, and the man- 
ner in which he had been brought up by his 
parents, treated it with difrefpect, and contemp- 
tuoufly intimated the infignificant light in which 
they locked upon him, on account of the mean- 
nefs of his extract, as if he had been no more 
than a carpenter’s fon. On this Our Bleffed 
Lord took occafion to upbraid them with their 
ingratitude and infenfibility, upon which they. 
were fo provoked, that they hurried him out of 
the fynagogue, and took him to the brow of a 
hill on which the city was buile, with a defign 
to have him thrown down from thence, and de- 
ftroy him, which they would certainly have 
done, had he not, by amiraculuus power, imper- 
ceptibly withdrawn himfelf from them, and quit- 
ted their city. 

In confequence of this ill treatment from the 
Nazarenes, Our Bleffed Saviour took up his re- 
fidence at Capernaum, the capital of Galilee, 
which, from its being built op the borders uf the 
lake Genefareth, was a place highly convenient 
for his defigns,-’ For, befides the numerous in- 
habitants of that city, the trading towns on the 
lake were croyded with pegple, who, after hear 
ing the doctrine of the Gafpel preached by the 
great Redeemer of mankind, could not fail’ to 
{pread, in their refpective countries, the happy 
tidings of falvation, . . 

Our Blefled Saviour had not been long at 
Capernaym hefore his great fame. was ; ead 
throughout the adjacent country, and multitudes 
of people flocked daily to fee him,and hear his 
doftrine. As he was one day walking by the 


| fide of a lake, furrounded by acroud of people, 


he faw two fifhing vefféls, one belonging. to Pe- 
ter and the other James and John ‘(Gaie were all 
pattngrs and companions in thar Pufnefs). and, 
ftepping into Peter’s fhip, he defired him tg 
put gittle from the fhore, that from: thence -hé 

might preach to the mulcitude. oes 
As.foon as Our Bleffad Saviour had concluded 
his idifcourfe, he turned himfelf to Peter, de- 
firing him to Jauach bis yeffel farther. from the 
fhoré, and let down his net. Peter modeftly 
told fim that he and his companions fad .been 
toiling all che night withouc meeting with any 
fuccelp; but neverthelefs, in obedience to him, 
would aaake one trial more, This he ac- 
cordingly did, and fuch was the fuccefs attending 
it 
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it that they were obliged to caflto their partrrers 
in the other fhip to come to their affiftance in 
drawing up the nets, which being done they 
contained fuch a multitude of fifhes as to load 
both veffels, and that fo deep that they were in 
fome danger of {inking before they could reach 
the, fhore. : 

This wonderful fuccefs fo aftonifhed Peter, 
that, falling down at the feet of the Bleffed Je- 
fus, he cried out, Derart from me, for lam a 
Sinful man, O Lord. We was confciaus of the 
many fins he had committed, and therefore afraid 
of being in the company of fo Divine a perfon, 
left fome infirmity or offence might have fub- 
jected him to more than ordinary chaftifement. 
But Our Bleffed Saviour foon removed his fears, 
by bidding him be of good comfort; telling 
him at the fame time, that he had a much 
better work and employment for him, if he 
would attach himfelf to him, namely, the gaining 
of mens fouls to jalvation. Our Lord then gave 
the like invitation to James and John, both of 
whom obeyed his calJ, and, leaving their veffels, 
nets, relations and employment, became, and 
continued ever after, his conftant and infeparable 
difciples. : 

After the performance of this miracle Our 
Bleffed Saviour returned with his new difciples 
into the city, and on the next fabbath-day went 
into the chief fynagogue to preach to the peo- 
ple. This he did with fuch gracefulnefs, and in 
a manner fo widely different from the'r ufual 
teachers the Scribes, that all were aftonifhed at 
him. ‘Yo increafe their aftonifhment, one of the 
congregation, whofe body was poffeffed with an 
unclean {pirit, hideoufly cried out, Let us alone, 
what bave weto do with thee, thou Fefus of Na- 
zeretb? Art thu come to defray us? TF know 
thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. But 
Jefus, who wanted sot the teftimony of any fuch 
confeffors, commanded the evil {pirit to be filent, 
and depart out of the poor man’s body, which, 
to the great furprize and amazement of the whole 
congregation, was immediately effected. 

Our Bleffed Saviour, after having performed 
this aftonifhing miracle in the fynagogue, re- 
tired to Peter’s houfe, where his wife’s mother 
at that time lay fick of a fever ; but on his taking 
her by the hand fhe was immediately reftored to 
her former health, and arofe from the bed, and 
miniftered unto him, 

“The fame of this miracte, together with that 
performed in the fynagogue, was foon fpread 
throughout the city of Capernaum ; and as foon 
as the fabbath was over, which ended at the fet- 
ting of.the fan, the people of the city gathered 
together, in prodigious multitudes, about Pe- 
ter’s houfe. 
afflicted with various difeafes, the fight of whom 
excited the pity of the heavenly phyfictan, who, 
in the prefence of the whole affembly, immedi- 
ately healed them of their refpective complaints, 
either by a touch of his finger, or a gentle 
preffure of his hand. : 

‘The frodigious concourfe of people which 
continued to furround Peter’s houfe, greatly '‘dif~ 
turbed Our Lord, fo that to avoid their neife and 
importunities, as well as to have the opportunity 


Among them were great numbers | 
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of ptaying to his heavenly Father, he, early the 
next morning, left Capernaum, and retired to 3 
private place in the adjoining wildernefs. Burt 
even in this folitude he was foon found out; and 
therefore, todifengage himfelf from fuch a-crowd 
of attendants, as well as to difcharge his miffion 
by the circulation of his doétrine, he, accoinpa- 
nied by his difciples, privately left the place, 
and ma¢e a progrefs into Galilee, preaching in 
all the public fynagogues in his way, and curin 

ee as applied to hinrof their refpeétive dif. 
eafes. 

In one of the cities of Galilee through whi 
Our Blefied Saviour paffed he wes met Ey a aa 
afflicted with a leprofy, who immediately fell on 
his face, and befought him, Saying, Lord, if thor 
wilt, thou carft_ hake me clean. It was the cuf- 
tom in fudea-for the priefts to banith from foci- 
ety thofe perfons who were afflicted with a conta- 
gious fpecies of leprofy. The difeafe, there. 
fore, of this perfon was of a lefs peftilenr kind, 
as he was fuffered to enjoy the converfation of 
men. FEtis cafe, however, excited the pity .of 
the compaffionate Jefus, who, with one touch, 
immediately healed him, but at the fame time 
gave him a ftrict charge not to difcover it to any 
one till he had prefented himfelf before the 
prieft in the temple at Jerufalem, and had of- 
fered a facrifice in teftimony of the great benefit 
he had received. But the poor man, from the 
great abundance of his joy, could not refrain 
from publifhing, in every place through which 
he paffed, the wonderful miracle which had been 
performed upon him. This increafed Our Sa- 
viour’s fame to fuch a degree, that he thought 
it moft advifeable not to return openly into the 
city of Capernaum, left the multitude of ‘his 
followers fhould give fome umbrage to the ftate; 
and therefore having finifhed his progrefs 
through Galilee (which lafted near three months) 
he retired into a defert place, in order to refrefh 
his body with reft, and his {pirie with prayer and 
meditation. 

After Our Bleffed Lord had been fome time 
in this ftate of retirement, he left it, and wene 
privately into Capernaum. It was not, however, 
long, before he was difcovered, the confequence 
of which was, that fuch throngs of people ga- 
thered together from all parts, that the houte 
where he was, and all the court-yard about it, 
were not fafficient to containthem. Within the 
houfe were many Pharifees and Doétors of the 
law from Jerufalem and Judea, 2s well as Gali- 
lee, who, led thither by curiofity, fat day after 
day hearing his difcourfes, and obferving the 
miracles he performed, which were. of fo won- 
derful' a nature as, it might have been reafonably 
imagined, would have effectually removed every 
doubt and fcruple they could have poffibly en- 
tertained relative ro the truth of his miffion. 

Among other inftances Our .Bleffed Saviour 
gave at this time of his Divine power was that 0 
reftorinig a man to perfe& health, who had long 
been afflicted with the palfy, and was: reduced by 
that terrible difeafe to the moft melancholy con- 
dition. This miferable obje& was carried in his 
bed by four perfons, who being unable to enter 
at the froht, conveyed him to the top. of the 
dk. ae eto ied 5 holes 
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* and by means of ropes let him down thro’ 
nv Se DageE into the midit of the company 
before yeas, who, feeing the faith of the friends of 
the difeafed, had immediate compaffion on him; 
faying aloud, Son, be of good cheer, thy fins are 
forgiven thee. The haughty Scribes and Phari- 
fees, taking offence at this expreffion, called out, 
this man fpeaketh blafphemy, for he appropriates 
that to himfelf, which is folely the property of 
God. They were ignompt that the perfon who 
uttered fuch healing words was the Son of God, 
and confequently had the power of forgiving the 
fins of the human race. But Our Lord who 
had recourfe to the moft fecret receffes of the 
heart, and was willing to fhew them that he was 
really endued with the Spirit of God, faid to 
them, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts ? 
For whether it is eafter to fay to the fick of 
the pally, thy fins be forgiven thee, or to fay, 
Mrifs and take up thy bed and walk? This was 
aqueftion that could only be refolved of the 
latter, it being doubtlefs eafier to forgive fin 
than reinit that which is inflicted as its punifhment. 
But thefe incorrigible mortals held their peace ; 
and the Bleffed Jefus only added, that the mi- 
racles he was going to perform would fufficiently 
demonftrate, that he had not ufurped what did 
not, in the ftriéteft manner, belong to him. And 
turning himfelf from thefe bigotted teachers of 
Urael towards the fick of the palfy, he faid unto 
him, rife, take up thy bed, and go into thine own 
boufe. No fooner was this Divine mandate given 
than the fick man was _reftored to his former 
health and ftrength; and, to the aftonifhment of 
all prefent arofe, took up his bed, and departed 
to his own houfe, glorifying God. The whole 
congregation (the Scribes and Pharifees excepted) 
being convinced by their eyes of the efficacy of 
Our Saviour’s laft words, were perfectly fatisfied 
that he had alfo the power of forgiving fins ; they 
then glorified God who had manifefted fuch 
power on earth, and being filled with reverential 


fear, declared, they bad that day feen ftrange 


and wonderful things. . : 

After Our Blefied Saviour had wrought this 
miracle, he repaired to the fea-fide, and there 
preached to a prodigious concourfe of people. 
When his difcourfe was ended he returned to the 
city, in his way to which feeing one Matthew 
(otherwife named Levi) a rich publican, fitting 
at the door of the receipt of cuftoms, he faid 
unto him, Follow me. Matthew readily obeyed. 
the Divine fummons, immediately forfook his 
gainful employment, and afterwards became 
both an Apoftle and Evangelift. 

A few days after Matthew’s converfion he 





* It is here to be obferved that the houfes in Judea were 
for the moft part (as they are even at this day) low built, flat 
roofed, and furrounded with a battlement about breaft-high, 
according to the direétion given by Mofes, Deut. xxii. 8. fo 
that to go up to the cops of their houfes, the Jews had two 
Ways; one, by a pair of ftairs w7rhin the houfe, leading up 
to the trap-door, which lay even with the roof; an the 
other on the ous/ide of the houfe, by a ladder, or rather pair 
of ftairs, either fixed or moveable, by which they coul af- 
fend to the roof when they pleafed, without going into the 
houfg itfelf. Since then this was the fathion of Jewith hou- 
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gog 
invited’ Our Bleffed Saviour: atid his difciples to 


| a feait, and; among others; all he knew of the 


profeffion which he had forfook, hoping that 
the latter, by heating the heavenly converfation 
of Chrift, might alfo repent, and embrace the 
doétrine of the Gofpel. The Scribes and Pha- 
rifees, who accounted all in a manner finners, 
except themfelves, (but more efpecially the pub-« 
licans) were highly offended that fo many of 
them fhould be prefent; and afked Our Saviour’s 
difciples, how it came to pafs that their matter, 
who fet himfelf up for a preacher of righteouf- 
nefs, and a reformer of others, came to be fo 
intimate with thofe lewd and loft wretches, as to 
fit and eat with them at the fame table ? Our 
Saviour, hearing this artful queftion, told the 
Scribes and Pharifees that the fick only had need 
of a phyfician, and defired them to reflect feri- 
oufly on the prophet Hofea’s declaration: J will 
have mercy, and not facrifice. The turning fin- 
ners into the paths of righteoufnefs is far more 
acceptable to God than all the ceremonies of the 
law of Mofes, fo highly magnified by your fra~ 
ternity, who, on many occafions, obferve them 
at the expence of charity; adding, J am not come 
to call the righteous, but finners to repentance. . 
Howevers fatisfactory this anfwer might have 
been to an unprejudiced perfon, it was far fram. 
being fo to the Scribes and Phasifees, who de- 
manded of Our Saviour, why his difciples wholly 
neglected to faft, a duty often performed both 
by the rulers of Ifrael, and the difciples of John? 
In reply to this the Bleffed Jefus told them, it was 
nota proper feafon for the friends of the bride« 
groom to faft and afflict themfelves while they 
enjoyed his company: but (faid he) the days will 
come when the bridegroom fhall be taken away from 
them, and then they hall faft. As if he had faid, 
‘* I am the Bridegroom, and my church is my 
Bride: as Jong as I am here the marriage-feait 
continues, and my difciples are the children or 
friends of the Bridegroom, and therefore are not 
to mourn, but to rejoice with me, while the 
time lafts: But, at my death and departure, this 
bridegroom fhall be taken from them, and then 
it will be time for them to faft and to mourn.” 
Our Lord farther told them that it would be as 


| imprudent and prepofterous a thing to impofe 


rigorous aufterities on his difciples (at a time 
when he was employing them to preach the gof~ 
pel) as it would be to few a piece of new cloth 
upon a-rotten garment, which, upon any ftrefs, 
would make the rent worfe: or to put new wine 
into old leather bottles, which, upon the leaft 
fermentation, would both burft the bortles, and 
deftroy the liquor. Hie then concluded his reply 

with 





fes, the bearers of the-fick man, finding they could not get 
at the door by reafon of the crowd, went round a private 
way, and coming to the ftairs which ftood on the outfide of 
the houfe, afcended them, and gained the top; but finding 
the trap-door (or, as the Jews call it, way of the roof) thut 
againit them, they immediatély went to work, and forcing 
it open (which St. Mark calls uncovering or breaking up the 
roof) they conveyed the fick man lying on his bed into the 
room where Our Bleffed Saviour was then expounding the 
doétrine of the Gofpel to the people. 
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an obfervation on. the great prevalence. of. cuf- |j heing fatisfactory to the Scribes and Pharifees, 
tom: None (faid he) baving drank old wine defi- {| who, not thinking proper to afk any farther 
reth new; for be faith, the old is better. quettions, at this time, took their leave aiid 

Thefe arguments, however, were far from !} departed. pee : 





CHAP Vv. 


Gur Bicfed Lord goes to Yerkfalem, and performs a miraculous cure at the pool of Bethefde. He.reprovies 
the fews for their fuperftition, in candemning the performance of neceffary works on the fabbath-day, 
Vindicates bis difciples for eating ears of corn an the fabbath, and bimfelf for curing « man. on the 
Jame day of a withered band. The Pharifees confpire againft his life; upon which be retires with 
bis difciples towards the fea-fide, and, in bis way, cures a great number of difeafed people, He 
chufes bis twelve apofiles, and preaches to a numerous audience his excellent and well known fermon 
on the Mount. ‘ 


HE feaft of the Paffover being near at hand, 
Our Bleffed Saviour repaired to Jerufalem, 
whither he had no fooner arrived than he went 
to the public bath or pool, called in the Hebrew 
tongue Bethefda, that is, the boufe of mercy, on 
aceount of the miracles wrought there, by the 
falutary effects of the water, at certain feafons. 
This bath was furrounded with five porches, or 
eloifters, in which thofe who frequented the place 
were fhelrered both from the heat and cold; and 
were particularly ferviceable to the difeafed and 
infirm, who cronded thither to find relief in their 
affiictions. ‘Vhefe porches were at this time fil- 
led with “ a great number of impotent folk, 
* of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the 
“ moving of the water: and whofoever then 
« Grft after rhe troubling of the water ftepped 
“© jn was made whole of whatfoever difeate he 
« had.” John v. 3; 4. 
At what period of time this miraculous effect 
of the water took place cannot be determined ; 
but it is almoft univerfally agreed that it could 
not be long before the coming of Our Saviour. 
The gift of prophecy and of miracles had ceafed 
among the Jews for many. years ; and therefore 
to raife in them amore ardent defire for the 
coming of the Meffiah, and to induce them to 
be morse circumfpect in obferving the figns of 
his coming, God was pleafed to favour them with 
this remarkable fign at Bethefda. . 
The pool was fituated near the gate of vitims, 
which were figures of the propitiatory facrifice 
of Chrift, that they might be convinced God 
had yet a regard for the pofterity of Abraham, 
and the worfhip which he himfelf had eftablifhed; 
and might thus fupport themfelves with the 
pleafing hope of the coming of the Meffiah, the 
great fulfiller of the covenant, to his temple. 
And as this miracle of the angel defcending | 
from heaven began when the coming of the Mef- 
frah was at hand, to advife them of . the {Speedy 
and near approach of that promifed falvation ; fo 
Chrift entered thefe porches, which were fituated 
without the temple, and performed a moft afto- 
nifhing miracle, to indicate what was the true | 
intent of this gift of healing, namely, to lead 


men to himfelf, who was the fountain opened for 
the removal of: all fin and uncleanne!s. . 
Among the wretched objects that filled the 
porches of Bethefda at the time Our Bleffed Sa- 
viour vifited it, (which was on che fabbath-day} 
was a poor paralytick, who had laboured under 
his infirmity thirty-eight years. The length and 
' greatnefs of this man’s affliction, which were well 
known to the Son of God, were fufficient to ex- 
cite his tender compaflion, and make this long’ 
wretched being the happy object to demontftrate 
that his power of healing was infinitely fuperior 
to the falutary virtue of the water. Our Bleffed 
Lord, approaching the man whom he had fingled 
out as the perfon oh whom to manifeft his power, 
afked him whether he was defirous of being made 
whole? A queftion, which muft induce the man 
to declare publicly his melancholy cafe in the 
hearing of the multitude, and, confequently, 
render the miracle more confpicuous. The 
wretched mortd}, looking, with a fprrowful coun- 
tenance up to the Bleffed Redeemer, and under- 
ftanding that he meant his being healed by the 
virtue of the water, anfwered, Sir, [ bave no 
man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the 
pool: but while F am coming down, another fleppeh 
down before me. The compaffionate Jefus, how- 
ever, faon convinced him that he was not to owe 
his cure to the falutary nature of the waters, but 
to the unbounded power of the Son of God; 
and accerdingly he faid unto him, Rife, take up 
‘thy bed, and walk, Wor was the heavenly man- 
date any fooner uttered, than it took effect: the 
impotent man, to the aftonifhment of the.whole 
multitude, was made whole, and took up bis bed 
and walked. ses sha 
’ This aftonifthing miracle could not fail of 
having a proper effect on the minds of the {pects- 
tors; and the poor man carrying his bed on the 
fabbath-day, which the Jews confidered a5 2 — 
profanation of that day of reft, tended greatly 
‘ta fpread the fame of the miracle over the whole 
city.. Nor did the man hefitate obeying the 
commands of his Divine phyfician: he was con 
fcious in himfelf ‘that the perfon who had the 
power of working fuch miracles muft be * iheb 
; ? 
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CHuaP. V. 
het, and; confequently; that his injunctiens 
could not be finful. _ When; therefore, many 
of the Jews told him it was not lawful 2 carry 
his bed on the fabbath-day, the anfwer he made 
was, He that made me whole, the fame {aid unto 
me, Take up thy bed and walk. He that reftoréd 
my ftrength in an inftant, and removed, with a 
fingle word a difeafe thas had many years af- 
flicted me, Commanded me at the fame time, to 
take up my bed and walk; and furely a perfon 
offeffed of fuch power would not have ordered 
me to do any thing but what was ftridtly right. 
A fhort time after Our Bleffed Saviour had 
erformed this miracle he was met in the temple 
by the very man he had healed; and thereupon 
took the opportunity of reminding him; that as 
he was now freed from an infirmity he had 
brought on. himfelf by irregular courfes, he 
fhould be careful to abftain from them for the 
future, left an affliction fhould fall on him of a 
more dreadful nature. The man; overjoyed at 
having foutid the Divine phyfician, who had re- 
lieved him from his wretched and melancholy 


ftate, ran to the Scribes and Pharifecs, and; with || 


a heart overflowing with gratitude, told them it 
was Jefus who had performed on him {0 aftonifh- 
ing a cure, imagining, no doubt, but they 
would rejoice at beholding the perfon who had 
performed fo great amiracle: But, alas! this 
was far from being the cafe: inftead of being 
pleafed with the account they received of his 
wondrous mercy and kindnefs, they tumultuoufly 
feized him in the temple, and immediately took 
him before the Sanhedrim, with a defign to take 
away his life as an open prophaner of the Sab- 
bath. ; ne 

After the Scribes and Pharifees had laid their 
accufation before the Sanhedrim, Our Bleffed 
Saviour vindicated himfelf in words to this ef- 
fect: ‘ That, fince God (from whofe reft 
“they took the obfervation of the Sabbath) 
« did, on that day, and all others, exercife the 


© works of Providenee, Prefervation, and Mer- . 


« cy, there could be no reafon why he, who was 


* his fon, and invefted with full authority from. 


“ him, might not employ himfelf on the Sab- 
“ bath, as well as any other day, in actions of 
the like nature.” 
But the Jewifh prejudice could not be over- 
come by argument. Inftead thereof it only in- 
creafed their malice, and they now accufed him 
not only of being a Sabbath-breaker, but like- 
wife a blafphemer, in having afferted that he was 
the Son of God, and co-equal with him. In 
anfwer to this Our Bleffed Saviour told them that 


he acted agreeable to the will of God, and. did } 
Verily, | 


whatfoever he faw done by his Father. 
verily, I fay unto you, The Son can do nothing of 


himfelf, but what be feeth the Father do, for what | 


things foever be doeth, thefe alfo doeth the Son like- 
wife. For the Father loveth the Son, and fbeweth 
him all things that himfelf doeth: and be will foew 


him greater works than thefe, that ye may marvel. | 


John v. 19. 20. 

Though nothing could more fully evince the 
character of Our- Lord than thefe affertions, yet 
he did not require his hearers to believe them 
merely on his own teftimany: he appealed to 
that of John, who was a burning and a fhining 
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light, and in whom; for a time; they greatly re: 
joiged, becaufe the prophetic fpirit, which had 


fo long ceafed in Hrael; was tevived in that ho- 
ly man. Nay, he appealed to 4 much greater 
teftimony than that of Jolin; even that of the 
God of Jacob himfelf who was continually 
aring witnefs to the truth of his mifion, by 
€ may miracles he empowered him to per- 
orm; and, who, at his’ baptifm, had, in an au- 
dible voice from the courts of heaven; declared 
him to be his beloved Son ; a voice which mul- 
titudes of people had heard, and; probably, even 
fome of thofe to whom he was then fpeaking. 
'. The Jews had long expected the coming of 
the Melfiah ; but they had expected him to ap- 
pear as a temporal prince, who would not only 
reftore the former luftre of the throng of David, 
but infinitely augment it, and even place it over 
all the kingdoms of the earth. And hence they 
were unwilling to acknowledge Jefus for thy 
Meffiah notwithftanding the proofs of his mif- 
fion were fo undeniable, becaufe they muft, in 
fo doing, have abandoned all their grand ideas 
of atemporal kingdom. Our Bleffed Saviour, 
therefore, defired them t6 confult their own ferip- 
tures, particularly the writings of the prophets, 
where they would find the character of the Mef- 
fiah fo vifibly difplayed, as would convince them 
they were all fulfilled in his perfon. He like- 
wife gave them to underftand, that the proofs of 
his miffion were as full and-clear as poffible, be- 
ing fupported by the actions of his life, which, 
in all things, agreed with his doétrine: for he 
never fought the applaufe of men, or affected 
fecular power, but was always inoffenfive and 
humble, though he well knew that thefe virtues 
made him appear little in the eyes of thofe who 
had no idea of a fpiricual kingdom, but expeéted 
the Meffiah would appear in all the pomp of {e- 
cular authority. He concluded by telling them, 
that he himfelf would not be their accufer to the 
God of Jacob for their infidelity, but that Mo- 
fes, their great legifator, in whom they trufted, 
would join in that unwelcome office; for by d:- 
-nying him to be the Meffiah, they denied the 
writings of that prophet. Had ye (aid he) de- 
hieved Mofes, ye would bave believed me; for he 
wrote of me: but if ye believe not bis writings, 
bow fhall ye believe my words ? 

What the refult of Our Saviour’s defence be- 
fore the Sanhedrim was we cannot tell, becaufe 
none of the Evangelifts have acquainted us; 
but the fequiel of the hiftory informs us, that it 
no ways abated the malice of the Pharifees ; for, 
on the very next fabbath-day, upon his difcipies 
plucking a few ears of corn as they paffed through 
the fields, and (from mere hunger) eating the 
grain after rubbing it out in their hands, they 
began again to clamour againit this violation of 
the Sabbath. But Our Bleiied Saviour foon con- 
vinced them of their. error, by fhewing, both 
from the example of David, and the conftant 
practice of their own priefts (who never omitted 
the neceflary works of the temple on the fabbath- 
day) ‘* that works of neceflity were fometimes 
‘© permitted, even to the breach of a ritual com- 
*‘ mand: that aéts of mercy were the beft and 
«< moft acceptable method of ferving God upon 
“© any day whatever: that it was invercing the 

« order 
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«© order of things to fuppofe, that man was made 
‘t for the Salbath, and not the Sabbath for the 
«benefit of man: but, even if it weré not fo, 
«¢ that he, a8 the Son of God, and, confequently, 
“© Lord of the Sabbath, had a power to difpenie 
*« with the ceremonial laws concerning it.” ‘Thus 
did Our Bleffed Saviour prove, that works of 
mercy fhould not be left undone, though at- 
tended with the violation of fome of the Mofaic 
inftitutions. 

A fhort time after Our Bleffed Saviout Kad 
this difpute with the Scribes and Pharifees, he 
went, on the fabbath-day, into one of the fyna- 
gogues at Jerufalem; and while he was preach- 
ing to the people, there ftood before him a man 
whofe right hand was fhrunk and withered. ‘The 
Pharifees’, obferving the compaffionate Jefus ad- 
vancing towards the man, did not doubt but he 
would attempt to heal him; and, therefore, 
watched him attentively, that they might have 
fomething to accufe him with to the people. 
The Saviour of the world was not unapprized of 
their malicious intentions. He knew their de- 
figns were to exercife every art they were maf- 
ters of in order to put him to death. But, de- 
fying their impotent power, he bade the man 
ftand up in the midft of the affembly as an ob- 
jeét of public commiferation, and, turning him- 
{elf to thefe fuperftitious obfervers of the fab- 
bath, put the queftion to them, whether 
they thought it lawful, on the fabbath-day, to do 
good, or il, adtually to fave life, or negligently 
to deffroy it? Asif he had faid, ‘ Is it not 
more lawful for me, onthe fabbath-day, to fave 
men’s lives, than for you to feek my death, with- 
out the leaft provocation ?” 

The force of this queftion was fo great, and 
the arguments fo undeniable, that they could 
not make any anfwer, and therefore pretended 
not to underftand his meaning. On this Our 
Bleffed Saviour made ufe of an argument which 
flupidity itfelf could not fail of underftanding, 
and which thefe hypocritical fophifts, with all 
their arts, were unable toanfwer. What man (faid 
the Blefied Jefus) /ball there be among you, that 
joall have one fhecp, and if it fall into a pit-on 
the fabbath-day, will he not lay hold on it, and 
life it out 2? Ficw much thenis a man better than 
a foecp? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on 
the fabbath-day. Matt. xii, 11, 12. 

In anfwer to the former queftion the Pharifees 
only faid that they did not underftand Our Lord’s 
meaning, but the laft argument effectually fi- 
lenced them, though they were determinéd. rot 
to be convinced. This unconquerable obftinacy 


greatly difpleafed the humble Jefus, who, look-_ 


ing, at them with fome marks of anger for their 
perverfenefs, commanded the poor man to ftretch 
out his hand, which he had no fooner done, than 
it was reftored whole as the other.—This afto- 
nifhing miracle performed in the midft of a con- 
gregation, many of whom, doubtlefs, knew the 
man while he laboured under his infirmity, and 
in the prefence of fome of his moft inveterate 
enemies, muft certainly have had a great effect 
on the minds of the people, more efpecially as 
they faw that it had effectually filenced the Pha- 
rifees, who had not any thing to offer either a- 
gainft the miracle itfelf, or the reafonings and 
power of him who had performedit. 


HISTORY or tee NEW TESTAMENT. 
_ But though the Pharifees were filenced by Our 
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leffed Saviour’s arguments, and aftonifhed at 
his miracles, yet they were fo far from abandon. 


_ifig their malicious intentions, that they joined 
‘iti confiiltation with the Herodians (though 2 


feét quite oppofite to them in principles) how 
they tight take away his life, thinking, that if 
he céntinued his preaching, and working of ini- 
racles, the people would wholly follow him, and 
theit own power would foon become not only 
infignificant, but alfo contemptible. 

The Bleffled Jefuis, knowing the evil inten. 
tions of his enemies, left Jerufalem, and retireg, 
with his difciples, towards the fea-fide; bur 
which way foever he went, his name was now 
grown fo famous, that prodigious multitudes, 
not only out of Galilee, but alfo from Jerufa. 
lem, from the provinces of Judea atrd Idumza, 
and all the countty about Jordan, as fat as the 
Mediterranean Sea; to the coafts of Tyre and 
Sidon, hearing of his miraculous power in 
curing all difeafes either with a word from his 
mouth, the touch of his hand, or barely the 
touch of his garment, came with their fick and 
poffeffed for help, and, as faft as they came, he 
cured them. Nay, to fuch a degree was his 
fame increafed, that the very unclean fpirits pub. 
lickly confeffed that he was the Son of God, till 
upon all oceafions, they were reftrained, and 
compelled to filence. 

Our Bleffed Saviour; finding great inconve. 
nience in the numbers of people that came to 
him for relief, retired to a folitary mountain, 
where he continued all night in prayer, intend- 
ing, the next morning, to make an elcction of 
fome particular perfons, who, after his departure 
out of this world, were to be his vicegerents upon 
earth, founders of his church, and propagators 
of his gofpel. 

Having fpent the whole night in this pious ex- 
ercife, Our Bleffed Redeemer loft no time in 
putting his beneficent defign into execution ; for 
no fooner had darknefs withdrawn her fable veil, 
and the blufhing rays of the morning adorned 
the chambers of the eaft, than the benevolent 
Redeemer of mankind called his..difciples to 
him, and chofe twelve, whom he ordered to be 
conftantly with him, that they might learn from 
his own-mouth the doctrines they were to preach 
to the whole world; that they might /ee bis 
glory, the tranfcendent glory of the virtues which 
adorned his human life; and that they might be 
witneffes of all the wondrous works he fhould 
perform during his refidence on earth, and by 
which his miffion from the courts of heaven was 
to be fully demonftrated. 

The names of the twelve difciples whom Our 
Bleffed Saviour fele€ted from the reft were as 
follow : 


Simon (who is likewife named Peter): and 
Andrew. 

Jarnes (commonly called the Great) and John. 

Philip and Bartholomew. 

Matthew and Thomas. 

James (commonly called the Lefs) and Simon 

' the Canaanite. 

Judas, the Brother of James, and Judas I{ca- 
riot, who afterwards fo juftly deferved the 
title of Traytor, 

After 
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After Our Bleffed Saviour had tade choice of 
thefe twelve difciples (to whom he gave the 
name of Apoftles) perceiving the multitude ga- 
ther round him, he called them nearer to him 
than the reft, and then preached to the people 
that moft excellent difcourfe commonly called 
the Sermon on the Mouyt; the fubftance of which 
is to the following effect. 

The fubjec&t with which Our Bleffed Lord 
opened this inimitable difcourfe was that of hap- 
pinefs. He told his hearers that the higheft hap- 
pinefs of men confifted in the graces of the Spi- 
rit, becaufe, from the poffeffion and exercife of 
them, the pureft pleafures refulted ; pleafures 
which fatisfied even the Almighty himfelf. The 
rich, the great, the proud ({faid the great Re- 
deemer of Mankind) are not happy, as you ima- 
gine ; they are always wifhing for what they can- 
not obtains and their difappointments are poi- 
foned arrows feftering in their breafts. On the 
contrary, the poor in fpirit, who difcharge the 
duties of their ftation, whatever it be, with vir- 
tue and integrity, are the truly happy: they blefs 
the Omnipotent hand that guards them from all 
dangers inthis humble vale of forrow and dif- 
trefs ; and though they are excluded from enjoy- 
ing an earthly kingdom, yet they have a much 
better referved for them, cternal in the heavens. 
Bleffed are the pocr in Spirit; for theirs is the king- 
aon cf beaver, 

Nor are the jocofe and flighty to be placed 
anong the happy race of mortals; but on the 
contrary the affiicted, provided they rightly im- 
prove their afflictions; that is, if they are ex- 
cited by them to mourn for their fins, and for- 
fake their wicked courfes. In this cafe, they 
fhall here enjoy the confolation that their fins will 
be forgiven, and, after pafling through the val- 
ley of the fhadow of death, the fruition of eter- 
nal joys. Bleffed ave they that mourn; for they 
fioll be comforted. The truth of this heavenly 
ephorifin is very evident; for what has fogreata 
power to turn the feet of the fons of men into 
the path of virtue as afflicton?, Has not affliction 
a natural tendency to give mankind a diftafte to 
tne pleafures of the world, and convince them 
iney are nothing more than wanity and vexation 
cf Ipirit? Affliction awakens the moft ferious 
thoughts inthe mind; compofes it into a grave 
and fettled frame, very different from that levity 
which is occafioned by profperity; gives it a 
feilow-feeling of the forrows of others; and 
makes it thoroughly fenfible of the danger of 
departing from God, the fource and center of all 
Its Jovs. 

Nor are the paffionate happy, burt, on the con- 
trary, the meek and humble: thofe who have 
fubdlued their tempers can patiently bear provo- 
cation, and are ftrangers to that deftruétive paf- 
fion, envy. The meek fhall inherit the choiceft 
bleffings of this life; for, indeed, they princi- 
tally fow from thae benevolent and heavenly 
temper of thind. Mecknefs confifts in the mo- 
ceration of our paffions, which renders a perfon 
lovely in the eyes of his fellow-mortals, and 
thence he poffeffes their fincere efteem ; while 
the paffionate and envious man is confidered as 
defpicable, though adorned with the robe of ho- 
hour, and dignified with the moft ample profef- 
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fions. Bleffed are the meek ; for they fhall inbesit 
the earth, 5 Ns 

Men, through vanity and blindnefs, confider 
thofe happy who enjoy the pleafures of this life 
by rioting in luxury andexcefs. But this is far 
from being the cafe: on the contrary, thofe are 
the truely Facey who have the moft vehement 
defire of treading in the paths of virtue and re- 
ligion. Such, by the affiftance of the Holy 
Spirit, fhall obtain every thing they defire: they 
fhall be happy here in the pratice of righteout- 
nefs, and, after this tranfitory life is ended, fhall 
be received into the blifsful manfions of the hea- 
venly Canaan. Bleffed are they that hunger and 
thirft after righteoufuels ; for they foall be filied. 

The forgivenefs of injuries, not the refenting 
them, isa fpring of happinefs. The man who 
is of a humane and beneficent difpofition wilt 
rejoice when he can perform a benevolent actian 
to his fellow-mortal in diftrefs. The merciful 
fhall fee themfelves recompenfed even in this 
life: for they fhall find, after many days, the 
bread they have cait upon the waters of affliction 
returned tenfold. Blefed are the merciful ; for 
they fall obtain mercy, 

The tyrants and conquerors of the earth, who 
difturb the peace of mankind, are far from hap- 
py; it falls co the fhare of thofe who Jove their 
fellow-creatures, and do all in their power to 
promote peace and harmony among the children 
of men. Forthey imitate the greateft perfetion 
of their Maker; and therefore thall be acknow-. 
ledged by him for his children, and participate 
of his happinels. Bleed «re the peace-makirs : 
for they foall be called the children of God. 

Nor does happinie!s confit in hberty and ea%, 
if thofe privileges are purchaled at the expence 
of virtue; it isthe coniequence of a perfecution 
for confcience-fake ; for thofe who have fufcred 
the fevereft trial that human nature is capable of 
fuftaining, fhall be honoured with the highett 
rewards in the blifsful manfions of eternity. 
Bleffed are they which are perfecuted for righteou/= . 
nels fake: fer theirs is the kingdom of heaven, 

Contentment is not to be expected from the 
applaufe of the world; but will be the portion 
of thofe who are falfely reviled for their righte- 
oufnels, and fhare in che affronts offered to God 
himfelf; for by thefe perfecutions the prophets 
of all ages have been diftinguifhed. Bleffed are 
yey when men fhall revile youy and perfecate yaoi, 
and fhall fay all manner of evil againft you falfely 
for my fake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for 
great is your reward in heaven: for fo perfectuted 


they the prophets which were befere you. Miatth. 
V. 1, 12. ‘ ; 
Having thus fhewn in what true happinefs 


confifted, Our Blefled Lord addreffed himielf to 
his new chofen Apoftles, and explained to them 
their duty as teachers appointed by him to con- 
duét others in the paths that lead to eternal feli- 
city. He enjoined them, in the moft forcible 
manner, to be diligent in difpenfing the falutary 
influence of their doctrine and example, that their 
hearers might honour and praife the great Crea- 
tor of heaven and earth, who had been tio kind 
to the children of men. And, in confideration 
of the frailties of human nature, he taught theni 
that excellent form of praver, which has a 

ulec 


§t4 
ufed by Chriftians of all denominations to the 
prefent time. 

Cur Father, which art in heaven, &c.. This 
is emphatically called the Lord’s Prayer, becaufe 
delivered by the Son of God himfelf ; and there- 
fore we fhould do well to underftand it tho- 
roughly, that when we enter the temple of the 
Lord, and addrefs him in folemn prayer, we 
may have hopes that he will grant our petiti- 
ons. And, above all, not to harbowr in our 
breafts the leaft envy or malice againft any who 
may have offended us; for it is only on a fuppo- 
fition that we have forgiven others, that we have 
the leaft reafon to hope for obtaining forgivenefs 
ourfelves, 

The Divine Preacher now proceeded to confi. 
ler the great duty of fafting, in which he diréted 
them not to follow the hypocrites in cloathing 
themfelves in the melancholy weeds of forrow ; 
but to be chiefly folicitous to appear before God 
as thofe who truly fated. He told them that in 
this café hisheavenly Father, who was acquainted 
with even the mott fecret thoughts of their hearts, 
would openly beflow on them the rewards of a 
true penitent, whofe mortification, contrition, 
and humility, he could difcern without the ex- 
ternal appearances of fcrrow and repentance. It 
muft, however, be remembered, that Our Blefled 
Saviour is here fpeaking of private fafting, and 
to this alone his direétions are to be applied ; for 
when we are called upon to mourn on account 
ef public fins and calamities, it ought to be per- 
formed in the moft public manner. 

Lhe next virtue inculcated by the Bleffed Jefus 
was heavenly-mindednefs, which he recom- 
mended with a peculiar earneftnefs, becaufe the 
Jewith doctors were, in general, ftrangers to it. 
‘This virfue Our Lord moft beautifully difplayed, 
by thewing the deformity of its oppofite, Cover- 
oulne!s, Which has only perifhable things for its 
object. Ley uct up for yourfelves (fays he) trea- 
fares upon earth, where moth and ruft doth cor- 
rupt, ond where thieves break through and fteal, 
But lay up for yourfelves treafurcs in heaven, 
where scither moil nor ruft doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do nei break through nor freal. Fer where 
waur treafure ts, there will your heart be alfa. 
More folid happinefs will accrue from depofi-~ 
ting your treafures in the chambers of the courts 
of heaven, than in this earthly habitation of 
clay, where they are fubjeét to a thoufand dif- 
afters; and even, at beft, can remain only for a 
fhort feries of years; whereas, thofe laid up in 
the heavenly Jerufatem are permanent, fubject 
to no accident, and will purchafe @ crown of 
glory that fadeth not away efcrnal in the heavens. 
Nor let any man be fo foolifh as to think he can 
place his heart on the happinefs of a future life, 
when his treafures are depofited in this vale of 
mifery ; for wherever are laid up the goods 
which his foul defireth, there his heart and af- 
fections will alfo remain. If, therefore, ye are 
defirous of fharing in the joys of eternity, you 
mutt lay up your treatures in the manfions of my 
Father's kingdom. 

Bui, left they fhould imagine it was pof- 
fible to be both heavenly-minded and covetous 
at the fame time, Our Lord affured them that 
fach a thought would be full as abfurd, as to 
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imagine a perfon could, at the fame time, ferve, 
and divide. his affections equally, between two 
mafters of oppofite charaéters, No man (faid 
he) can ferve two mafters ; for either he will hate 
the ane, and love the other, or elfe be will hold t, 
the one, and defpife the other. He cannot ferve 
God and Mammon.. To ftrengthen this doétrine. 
he added a few plain and evident inftances of the 
power, perfection, and extent of God’s Provi- 
dence, in which his tender care for the leaft and 
weakeft of his creatures fhines with a remarkable 
luftre, demonfirating the wife and parental at- 
tention of the Deity to all the creatures of his 
hand. He defired them to obferve the birds of 
the air, the lilies, and even. the grafs of the field, 
leading his moft illiterate hearers to form a more 
elevated and extenfive idea of the divine go- 
vernment than the philofophers had attained, 
who, though they allowed, in general, that the 
world was under the government of God, had 
very confufed notions of his providence with re- 
gard to every individual creature and a¢tion. He 
taught them that the Almighty Father of the 
whole was the guardian and protector of every 
being in the univerfe; that every a¢tion was 
fubje& to his will, and nothing left to the bling 
determination of chance. 

Our Bleffed Lord next proceeded to point out 
to them the little reafon there was for being anx- 
ious about the neceffaries of this life, more ef. 
pecially if they directed their conduct agreeable 
to the Divine will. Behold (fayshe) the fowls of 
the air: for they fow not, neither do they reap, 
nor gather into barns, yet your kecvenly Father 
feedeth then: Are not ye much betier than they? 
Are not the fowls of the air, who have no cor- 
cern for future wants, fed and nourifhed by the 
beneficent hand of your heavenly Father? And 
can ye doubt that man, whom he hath made lord 
of the whole earth, fhall be deititute of his ten- 
der care? And wily take ye thought for raiment ? 
Confider the lilies of the field, bow they grow ; they 
toil not, neither do they fpin. And yet ¢ fay unto 
you, that even Solumen, in cll lis glory, was not 
arrayed like one of thefe. Confider the lilies thar 
fo finely adorn the adjacent ficlds: how beauti- 
ful their torm ! how lively their colours! how 
fragrant the fcent that comes from them! Even 
Solomon himfelf, dreffed in his {plendid robes 
of royalty, was but meanly adorned in compa- 
rifon of thefe. And furely, if Omnipotence thus 
beautifully clothes the promifcuous productions of 
the fields, whofe duration is remarkably tranfient 
and uncertain, you have not the leaft reafon to 
doubt, but he will blefs your honeft endeavours, 
and fend you proper cloathing. Are ye not of 
infinitely more value than they? Be ye anxi- 
“oufly folicitous to obtain the happinefs of the 
life to come ; and atl the good things of this 
life fhall, in the courfe of Divine Providence, be 
added unto you. 

Having faid this, Our Bleffed Lord next pro- 
ceeded to fpeak againft all rath and uncharitable 
cenfure, either with regard to the characters of 
others in general, or of their actions in parti- 
cular, left by fo doing, both God and man 
fhould refent the injury, Judge not (faid he) 
that ye Le not judged. For with what judgment 
ye judge, ye foall be judged; end with what 
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eafures ye mete, it fhail be meafured to you again. 

If you judge charitably, making proper al- 
lowances for the frailties of human nature, and 
are ready to pity and pardon their faults, both 
your heavenly Father and your fellow-creature 
will deal with you after the fame manner. But 
if you always put che harfheft conftruétion on 
every action, and are not touched with a feeling 
of your brother's infirmities, nor fhew any mercy 
in the opinion you form of his character and ac- 
tions, no mercy will be fhewn you either from 
Omnipotence, or the fons of men. God will 
infli@ on you the punifhments you deferve, and 
the world will be fure to retaliate the injury... 

Our Bleffed Lord having reprefented to the 
multitude the great principles of the Chriftian 
religion, next directed his difcourfe in a particu- 
far manner, to his apofiles, who were to be the 
teachers of the Golpel of peace. He was ap- 
prehenfive they might think that the precepts 
ne laid down were not to be attained by human 
nature, and therefore directed them to apply to 
God for the affiftance of his Spirit, togethur with 
all the other bleflings neceffary to their fnivation. 
He affured thein, that if they afked with earneft- 
nefs and perfeverance, the Lather of mercies 
would not fail to anfwer their requefts, and give 
tiem whatever they defired; adding thie nobleft 
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precept of morality that was ever delivered by 
any teacher. 4! things whatfoever ye would that 
men fhould do unto you, do you even fo to then; 
for, this is the law and the prophets. 

. Having laid down feveral other precepts and 
inftruétions, as well for the benefit of his teach - 
ers in particular, as the multitude in general, 
Our Lord concluded his difcourfe with this ad- 
monition: That whoever beard, believed, and 
brattijed the things contained in 1 is difcourfes, would, 
in the end, be like a wife builder, who laid the 
foundation of bis boufe upon a rock; not to be af- 
feéted by wind or weather; but that he, who beard 
and pratifed them nit, wuld be like a man; woo 
built bis boufe upon the fand; [eon to be blown down 
by the winds, and wafh d away by the foods. 

The grace and majefty with which Our Blefled 
Saviour delivered this difcourfe gained him uni- 
verfal applaufe, and the people readily declared 
the great fenfe they had of the difference be- 
tween fuch Divine difcourfes; and the common 
harangues of their ordinary teachcrs the Scribes. 
And, to confirin his doétrine by the teftimony of 
miracles, Our Bleffed Lord, on his defcent from 
the mount, healed a leper, and then remitted him 
to the prieft to make his oblation in acknow- 
ledgment of the great benéfit he had received at 
his hands. 
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Our Bleffed Lord goes to Capernaum; and hedls the fervant of a Roman Centurion: Fle raifes to life 


a widow's for. 


Cures a demoniac at Capernaum, and reproves the Pharifees. 
Reftores the daughter of Jairus to life, and performs other great 


Cures a woman of a bloody flux. 
miracles, 
their commiffion. 


FTER Our Bleffed Saviour had preached 
his fermon on the mount, he repaired to 
Capernaum, attended by his difciples and a pro- 
digious concourfe of people. As he entered the 
city he was met by a Roman centurion, who re- 
preiented to him, in the moft pathetic manner, the 
deplorable condition of his fervant, who was grie- 
voufly aMicted with the pally. The compaffio- 
nate Redeemer of mankind liftened attentively 
tohis complaint and immediately told him, he 
would come and heal him. ‘The centurion 
thought dhis too great a condefcenfion to one 
who was not of the feed of Jacob, and there- 
‘ore told him, that he did not mean he fhould 
vive himfelf the trouble of géing to his houfe, 
us that was a condefcenfion he had not the leaft 
reafon to expect, belides which he was perfedtly 
latished that his word alone would be fufficient 
to efeét the cure, the removal of difeafes being 
2s much fubjeét to his command as the Roman 
loldiers were to him. 
_Our Blefled Lord was greatly furprized at the 
diftinguifhed confidence of his humble fuppli- 
Cant: not that he was a ftranger tq his faith, or 


Goes to Nazareths and is ill treated by the people. 
The death of Fobn the Baptif. 


Paffes great encomiums on John the Baptift. Abfolves a woman from ker fins. 


Inftrufis the multitude in parables. 


Sends out his Apoftles, and gives them 


the bafis on which it was builr! he well knew 
the thoughts of his heart before he uttered his 
requeft ; but He was filled with admiration ac 
the exalted idea the Roman officer had conceived 
of his power, and to make this faith the more 
confpicuous,; he gave it the praife it fo juftly 
deferved: Verily I fay unto you, Ihave not found 
fo great faith; no not in )fracl, 
This exalted faith induced the Bleffed Jefus 
to declare the gracious intefitions of his Al- 
mighty Father with regard to the Gentiles, name - 
ly, that he would as readily accept their faith as 
that of the Jews, and place them with Abraham, 
Ifaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while 
thofe who boafted of being the offspring of thefe 
great patriarchs; but fell far fhort of many others 
in their faith, fhould be excluded from the blifs- 
ful feats of paradife: dud 1 fay unto yous that 
many foall come from the eaft and weft, and fall 
Jit down with Abraham; and Ifaar; and Jacob, 
in the kingdom of heaven. But the children of 
the kingdom fhall be caft out into outer darknefs, 
there fhall be weeping and gnafhing of teeth, 
Having thus addreffed the multitude, the 
Bleffeg. 
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Bleffed Jefus turned himfelf to the centurion, 
and faid, Go thy way, and as thou haft believed, fo 
be it done unto thee. Though the idea thou 
haft conceived of my power is juft, though re- 
markably great, as a reward for thy faith, I 
grant the petition thou haft afked. And the E- 
vangelifts add, his fervant was healed in the 
felf-fame hour. 

After Our Bleffed Saviour had performed this 
miracle, he went to Nain, a town fituated about 
two miles fouth of Mount Tabor, attended by 
many of his difciples, anda great multitude of 
people. Juft as they were about entering the 
town, Bebcll, there was ea dead man carried out, 
the only Jon of his wether, and fhe was a widow. 
The poor woman, both by her words and ac- 
tions, expreffed the higheft fenfe of her affic- 
tion, turning a deaf car to fuch of her friends as 
endeavoured to mitigate her grief by the force of 
argument She was now deprived of her fon, 
her only fon, in the flower of his youth, who 
might have leffened his mother’s toils, and been 
to her in the place of a hufband; of that hul- 
band fhe had long fince loft, and whofe lofs was 
fupportable only through the comfort of this 
child, the furviving image of his departed fa- 
ther, the balun of all her crief, the hope of her 
addicted foul. Who now fhall adiminifter con- 
folation tu this folirary widow, to this lonely pa- 
rent, bereaved of her hufband, deprived of her 
child? Vhat mifery can be more complicated ? 
What can be more natural, thanthat fhe fhould 
refijes. bc couferte‘, that the fhould go down to 
the Gteve, with woarnng, and vifit the chambers 
of dexth, the refidence of the beloved remains 
of her hutband, and her fon, with forrow ? 

Vowards the receptacle of mortality, that 
dreaiy watle of forgetfulneis, the mournful fu- 
nepal was now with flow and folemn pomp ad- 
vincing, when the campaffionate Redeemer of 
mankind met the melancholy proceffion, com- 
pofed of along train of her weeping neighbours 
and relations; who pitied her diftrefs, fympa- 
thized with her in this greataffiction, and were 
melted with compaffion at her deplorable cir- 
cunflances; but fighs and tears were all they 
had to offer, relief could not be expected from 
a human being: their commiferation, though 
grateful to her oppreffed foul, could neither re- 
ftore the hufband, nor the fon; fubmiffion and 
patience were the only leffens they could preach, 
or this afflicted daughter of Hrael could learn. 

But though man was unable to relieve the 
diftrefts of this difcontolate widow, the Saviour 
of the world, who beheld the melancholy pro- 
ceffion, was both able and willing to do it. 
There was no need of a powerful folicitor to 
implore affiftance from the Son of God, his own 
compaffion was abundantly fuficient ; [fen the 
Lerd fue her, be bad compaffion on der: he both 
fought the patient, and offered the cure, unex- 
pectediv. JF eep not, faid the Blciied Jefus to 
this afflicted woman. Alas! it had been wholly 
in vain to bid her refrain from tears, who had 
loft her only child, the fole comfert of her age, 
wkhout adminiftering the balm of comfort to 
heal her broken ipirit. This our compaffionate 
Redeemer well knew; and, therefore, imme- 
diately advancing towards the corpie, be tguched 
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the bier : the pomp of the funeral was inftantly 
{topped, filence clofed every mouth, and ex- 
pectation filled the breaft of every fpectator. 
But this deep fufpenfe did not long continue; 
that glorious voice, that fhall one day call our 
dead bodies from the grave, filled their ears 
with thefe remarkable words: Young man, I fay 
unto thee, arife. Nor was this powerful com: 
mand uttered without its effect. He fpake, 
and it was done: he called with authority, and 
immediately be that was dead fat up, and began to 
Speak, and hereftcred bim to his mother. We did 
not fhew him around to the multitude; but, by 
a fingular act of modefty and humanity, deli- 
vered him to his late afflicted, now aftonifthed 
and rejoicing, mother, to intimate, that, in 
compaffion to her great diftrefs, he had wrought 
this {tupendous miracle. 

The numercus fpectators, who faw this mira- 
cle performed, were fo aftonifhed, that they im- 
mediately glorified God on the occafion, and 
publickly declared, that @ mighty prophet twas 
Jprung up among them; and that God bad vifited 
tis people, 

We have taken notice, in a foregoing chapter, 
that Herod Antipas, being incenfed at the honett 
freedom of John the Baptilt in reproving his 
adulterous commerfe with Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife, had caft him into prifon; and in 
this ftate he ftill continued, though his difciples 
were fuffered to vifit and converfe with him. In 
one of thefe vifits they had given him an account 
of Our Saviour’s having elected twelve apoftles 
to preach the Gotpel, as alfo of the great mira- 
cles he had performed, particularly that of his 
having raifed to life the fon of the widow of 
Nain. 

In confequence of this intelligence, the Bap- 
tift difpatched two of his difciples to Our Lord, 
to afk him this important queftion: J/ré thou be 
that foould com’, cr look w:2 fer another ? When 
the two difciples came to the place where Our 
Lord was they found him amidft a prodigious 
number of people, employed in working mira- 
cles, curing te deaf, the blind, the tome, &c. 
Tlaving told him from whence they came, and 
afked the queftion as directed by their matter, 
the Bleffed Jefus, inftead of giving a direct re- 
ply, bade them return, and inform John of 
what they had feen. Go yeur way (faid he) aad 
tell Fobn what things ye have feen aud beard, 
how that the bind see, the lame wack, the lepers 
are cleanfed, the deaf hear, te dead cre reif dy 19 
the pocr the Geipel is treacted. Go tell your maf- 
ter that the very miracles the prophet Ifaiah fo 
long fince foretold fhould be wrought by the 
Meffiah, you have yourfelves feen periormed. 

It is certain the Baptift well krew who Jefus 
was, and confequently, he did not fend his 
difciples to afk this queftion in order to folve 
any doubt in his mind concerning the Suviour 
of the world. Butit may be afked, what elle 
could induce him to afk fuch a queftion? To 
this it may be anfweied by fome, that he had 
no other intention than to fatisfy his difciples 
that Jcfus was the Meffiah fo long expected a- 
mong the Jews, and to engage them to follow 
a more perfect matter, efpecially as he himfeli 
was now about leaving the world, Thi 
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This folution is, doubtlefs, in a great meafure, 
right, but to remoy¢ the whol¢ difficulty, it will 
be neceffary to pay-.attentios.to the follewing ob- 
fervations. The -Baptift, on hearing chat Jefus 
had chofen.twelve illiterate people to preach the 
gofpel, and furnifhed then with power's to:per+ 
form fo great,a work, while he was fuffcred to 
remain in prifon, began to think himfelf neg« 
leted, and .his fervices diftegarded. He there- 
fore fent two of his difciples to afk him this 
queftion, Art thou. be that foould come; or, look 
we for anotber? _Not that he entertained any 
doubt of his being the true Meffiah, intending 
nothing more, by making the demand, but to 
complain, that Jefus had not acted the part 
which he thought the Meffiah fhould have done: 
and that this was really the cafe feems fufficiently 
plain from the caution added by Our Bleffed Sa- 
viour himfelf. And bleed is be whofoever hall 
not be offended in me, As if he had faid, ‘When 
you have informed your mafter of what you 
have feen and heard, tell him that he would do 
wel] not tobe offended, either at the choice I 
have made of the Apoftles, or that no miracle has 
been wrought for his releafe. 

From this circumftance it appears evident, that 
impatience on account of his rong confinement, 
was the true reafon for the Baptift’s fending his 
difciples with this queftion to Jefus ; and that 
the purport of the anfwer was, to teach him fub- 
mifion in a cafe that was highly above the reach 
of his judgment. 

But, left the people, from what they had heard, 
fhould imbibe any opinion prejudicial to the 
character of the Baptift, Our Bleffed Saviour 
thought proper to place it in a proper point of 
view. He praifed his invincible courage and con- 
ftancv, which was not to be overcome, or like a 
reed to be foaken by the winds. He defcribed his 
auftere and mortified life : for he was not cloathed 
in fine raiment, like thofe who wait in the pala- 
ces of kings: adding, that-he-was a frophet, nay, 
more than a frophet. For this is be of wham it 
is written, Bebeld, I fend my meffenger before 
thy face, which foall prepare thy way, before 
ther. 

I1zving faid thus much in favour of the Bap- 
tift, Our Blefled Saviour next proceeded to up- 
braid the people of the feveral cities, where his 
moft wonderful works had beed wrought, for 
their perverfenefs and impenitence. Though 
they had heard him preach many awakening fer- 
mons, and feen him perform the moft aftonifh- 
ing miracles, yet fo great was their obftinacy, 
that they perfifted in their wickednefs notwith- 
fanding all he had done to convert them from the 
eviloftheir ways. In confequence of this their great 
impiety, Our Bleffed Saviour denounced on them 
the following judgment: “ Wo unto thee, Chora- 
“cin! Wo, unto thee Bethfaida! for if the 
“ raighty works which have been done in you, 
‘“ had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented, long ago, in fackcloth and 
“ afhes. ButI fay unto you, It fhall be more 
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon, ac the day of 
‘“ judgment, than for you. And thou, Caper- 
naum, which art exalted urite heaven, fhalt 
be brought down to hell; for if the mighty 
works which have been done in thee, had been 
done in Sodom, it would have remained until 
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‘¢ this day, But] fay unto you, shatit hall be 
‘¢ more tolebrable for the land of Sodom, in the 
« day of judgment, than for thee,” : 

After Our Bleffed Saviour had denounced 
thefe judgments on the cities which had neg- 
leéted to profit by his mighty works, he addreffed 
himfelf to the mulcitude, and having declared 
that the myfteries of the Gofpel Revelation were 
better adapted to the humble and modeft, than 
to the proud and worldly-wife, he concluded his 
difcourfe with the following heavenly invitation: 
Come unto me all ye that labour and are beavy laden, 
and I will give you rcft. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of me; for 1 am meek and lowly in beart: 
and ye foall find reft unto your fouls. For my yoke 
is eafy, and my burden is light. 

Here is an invitation that furely cannot fail 
engaging the moft ferious attention of every 
reader; if the greatnefs of the fpeaker, the im- 
portance of his requett, or the affectionate man~ 
ner of his addre{s, have any weight, have any 
force, to effect the foul. he perfon who in- 
vites is Chrift, the fon of the Moft High; he 
into whofe hands, as our mediator, all things are 
delivered of his Father ; he unto whom all power 
is given in heaven; even he who fhall come in 
the clouds of heaven to judge all the inhabitants 
of the earth. Ic is this wonderful perfon who 
f{peaks, declaring at once his great willingnefs to 
receive, and his own fupreme power to give, that 
reft and peace to the foul, which is tne purfuit 
of every fon of Adain, and is the gift only of 
the religion of Chrift. 

That nothing may prevent our accepting this 
benevolent offer, the Great Redeemer of man- 
kind invites, with the moft affectionate tender. 
nefs, not the great, the powerful, the merry- 
hearted, and the fons of joy, but afl that labour, 
and are heavy laden, a\\ that are under affliction 
and the bendage of fin; and thofe he calls, nor 
with a defire to expofe their miferies, to punifh 
their offences, or to difplay his own glory, but 
folely with a view to render them happy, Come, 
fays he, come to me, I entreat you to com:; [ wil 
give you ref. I myfelf will releafe you from your 
heavy burdens : come to me, and you fhali find 
perfect reft and peace to your fouls. Tak: sy 
yoke upon you, for it is ealy; and my burden, for 
tt is light. 

Is is poffible that creatures of a day like us; 
can it be poffible thar “ mortals who have but a 
fhort time to live, and are full of mifery, who 
come up and are cut down ‘like a flower, who 
flee as it were like a fhadow, and never conti- 
nue in one ftay;” can it be poffible that they 
fhould reject and diiregard a call, fo full of love, 
fo full of affection, fo much infinite confequence, 
of fuch unfpeakable advantage? Can they re- 
ject the love of him who gave them reft, took 
their burthens upon himfelf; and who, after all 
his furferings, defires them only to come, to ex- 
change their own oppreffive burthens fof his 
lightfome yoke; to abandon their fins and for- 
rows, and become his difciples; to love and 
obey him, and thence to be happy? Can we 
poflibly defpife fuch grace, refufe fuch offers, fly 
from fuch reft, thus freely propofed te us, and 
prefer the heavy yoke of fin, and the cruel pangs 
of a wounded confcience ? 

No fooner hai our Lord finifhed his difcourfe, 
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than aricly Pharifee, nanted Sinton; went up 
to him, and defired he would cat with bim. The 
Bleffed Jefus accepted the invitation, and, ac- 
companying Simon to his houfe, after the ne- 
ceffary preparations were made, fat down ta 
refrefh himfelf. He had not been Jong at the 
table, when a woman, who had left the paths 
of vice for thofe of virtue, placed herfelf behind 
him, and, from a deep conviction of her former 
crimes, and the obligation fhe owed the Saviour 
of mankind for bringing her to a fenfe of them, 
fhed fuch quantities of tears, that they trickled 
down on his feet, which, according te the cuf- 
tom of the country, was then bare. But ob- 
ferving that her tears had wet the feet of her be- 
Yoved inftruétor, fhe immediately wiped them 
with the hair of her head, kiffed them with the 
moft ardent affection, and then anointed them 
with precious ointment. 

Simon (who ftill retained fomething of the 
cenforious fpirit of his fect) feeing the woman 
thus bufy in expreffing her love and veneration 
for the Bleffed Jefus, began to think within 
himfelf that he could not poffibly be a prophet ; 
otherwife, he would have known the woman to 
be infamous, and, confequently, not fuffered 
her to touch him. But Our Lord, who well 
knew Simon’s thoughts, in order ‘to convince 
him that he was a prophet, and that he was ac- 
quainted not only with the characters of men, 
but knew even the fecret thoughts of their hearts, 
immediately converfed with him on the very fub- 
ject he had been revolving in his mind. He did 
not, indeed, expofe him before the company, 
by relating what he had thought in fecret,but with 
remarkable delicacy pointed out to him, by way 
of parable, the unreafonablenefs of his thoughts. 
«* Simon (faid he) I have fomething to fay to 
*¢ thee. ‘There was a certain creditor who had 
* two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, 
«< and the other fifty. And when they had no- 
thing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. 
Tell me, therefore, which of them will love 
him moft ?” Simon anfwered, “ I fuppofe 
« that he to whom he forgave moft.” To this 
our Bleffed Lord replied, thou haft rightly judged. 
He then applied this fhort parable to the fub- 
ject of the woman, on which the Pharifee had 
fo unjuftly reafoned with himfelf, and commended 
the conduct of the woman in the following 
words: © Simon (faid he) feeft thou this wo- 
«© man: I entered into thine houfe, and thou 
« paveft me no water for my feet: but fhe hath 
«© wafhed my feet with her tears, and wiped 
«¢ them with the hair of her head. Thou ga- 
* veft me no kifs: but this woman, fince the 
*© time I came in, hath not ceafed to kifs my 
“¢ feet. My head with oil thou didft not anoint: 
«* but this woman hath anointed my feet with 
*¢ ointment.” 

Our Bleffed Lord, having thus commended 
the conduct of the woman to the company, and 
rebuked, with great delicacy, the unjuft fufpi- 
cions of Simon, turned himfelf to the woman, 
and, in the kindeft manner, affured her, thar: 
ker fins were forgiven. But the power he took 
upon himfelf of forgiving fins greatly offended 
the principal part of the company, who, net 
being acquainted with his divinity, confidered 
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the expreffion he had lait ufed as derogatory to 
the honour of God: ‘Fhe Bleffed: Jefus, howe- 
ver contemmned: their. malicious murmurs, and 
repeated his affurance to the woman that her fins 
wese forgiven, telling her that her’ faith had 
favéd ‘her, andl bidding her depart in peace. 

Soon after this Our Bleffed Lord took a-tour 
into different parts of Galilee, accompanied by 
his apofties, and féveral devout wémen, whom 
he had cured of findry difeafes, and who, in 
gratitude for the benefits received, attended his 
perfon, and, out of their own fubftance, admi- 
niftered to:his earthly neceffities. After an ex. 
curfion of fome months; Our Lerd returned to 
Capemaum, which was no fooner known than 
fuch multitudes of people reforted fo him, that 
neither he, nor his difciples, could find time to 
eat. But bis meat was to do the will of God, by 
healing the fick, and relieving the diftreffed, 
Among the great number of afflicted brought 
before him at this tume was a cumb man fop-cjjid 
with a devi/. So moving a fight could not fail 
of attracting particular and coinpaffidnate notice 
from the Saviour of the world. He immedi- 
ately caft out the evil fpirit, on which the dumb 
man recovered the ufe of his fpeech, and {poke 
in a very rational manner to the multitude. who 
in general, declared, that fuch wonderful works 
could be done by no other pesfon than the pro- 
mifed Mefiiah, 

Fhe Pharifees, however, and Doétors of the 
law, who came from Jerufalem, gave another 
turn to this miracle. They afcribed it to be the 
power of the Devil, even to Beelzebub, the chief 
of devils. So blafphemous a declaration could 
not be fuppofed to efcape a proper cenfure frony 
the Son of God, who, addrefling himfelf both 
to them and the people, demonitrated the ab- 
furdity of the calumny, by an argument drawn 
from the common affairs of life. Every king- 
dom (fays he) divided againft it/elf is brought to 
defolation: and every city or houfe divided again 
itjelf, fhall not fiand. And if satan caft out Sa- 
tan, be is divided againft[ bimfelf: how tken fhall 
his kingdom fiand ? Your calumny is malicious 
and abfurd: it is malicious becaufe your own 
confciences are convinced of its fallhood; and 
it is abfurd, becaufe Satan cannot affift me in 
preaching the kingdom of God, and deftroying 
all the works of darknefs, unlefs he be divided 
againit himfelf, and deftroy all the works of his 
own kingdom. Adding, And if I by Beclzebub 
caft out devils, by whom do your children caft them 
out ? therefore they foal! be your judges. But if 
LT caft out devils by the Spirit of God, then the king- 
dom of God is come unto you. Ye did not im- 
pute the miracles of your prophets to Beelzebub, 
but received them as from the meffengers of 
God. But ye reject me, who work greater and 
more numerous miracles than they, and impute 
them to the power of evil fpirits. ‘Thefe pre- 
phets, therefore, fhall be your judges: they 
fhall condemn you; But as it is true that I cait 
out devils by the affiftance of the Almighty, 
follows that the kingdem 0 God, fo long ex 
pected, is going to be eftablifhed. The times 
coming, when the Son of Man fhall be raifed 
from the dead by the power of the Holy Gholt, 
the gifts of miracles fhowered down ot be: 
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Ijevers, and the nature of the Mefffah’s king- 
dom more fully explained, .in order to remove 
the foundation of your’ prejudice, namely, the 
expectation of a temporal prince. But rf you 
then fhut your eyes, and fpeak evil againft the 
Holy Ghoft, by affirming that his gifts and_mi- 
racles proceed fromthe prince of darknefs, it 
fhall never be forgiven you: becaufe it is a fin 
you cannot poffibly repent of, as no greater means 
of conviction will be offered ; but you fhall be 
punifhed for it, both in this world, and that 
which isto come. ‘ Wherefore I fay unto you, 
« All manner of fin and blafphemy fhall be 
« forgiven unto men; but the blafphemy againft 
« the Holy Ghoft fhall not be forgiven. “And 
«© whofoever fpeaketh a word againft the Son of 
« Man, it fhall be forgiven him; but whofoever 
« fpeaketh againft the Holy Ghoft, it fhall not 
« be forgiven him, neither in this world, nor 
« in that which is to come.” 

But notwithftanding thefe arguments and 
threats, the perverfe Pharifees, inftead of being 
affected by them, continued obftinate, and de- 
manded of Our Saviour fome new fign or mi- 
racle in evidence of his miffion. But as he had 
given them a fufficient number of thefe already, 
he told them they fhould have no other fign than 
what they every day beheld, namely, the fign of 
the prophet Jonas, who, by living three days 
and three nights in the belly of the whale, was 
a type of the Son of God, who fhould continue 
three days and three nights in the chambers of 
the tomb. He then told them, that the Nine- 
yites repented at the preaching of the prophet 
Jonas, and the queen of Sheba undertook a long 
journey to Jerufalem to hear the wifdom of So- 
‘lomon ; but that they retufed to attend to the 
doétrines of an infinitely greater prophet than 
Jonas, or liften to one much wifer than Solo- 
mon. 

While Our Bleffed Lord was continuing his 
difcourfe to the perverfe Pharifees, word was 
brought him that his mother and kindred were at 
the door, defiring to fpeak with him. In all 
probabiliry they were fearful the continued fa- 
tigue of preaching would injure his health, and 
were therefore defirous of taking them with him 
that he might refrefh himfelf. But Our Lord, 
being difpleafed with their unfeafonable inter- 
ruption, took occafion to inform the people, that 
all worldly relations were of lefs confideration 
than the ties of duty and religion; that the 
names of mother and brother, which were fanc- 
tified by the laws of God and nature, were made 


more facred when a fpiritual kindred intervened : 


and then, turning to his difciples, he declared, 
that thofe were his trueft relations, who heard 
the word of God, and practifed it. Bebold (faid 
he) my mother and my brethren! For whofoever 
frall do the will of my Father, whichis in heaven, 
the fame is my brother, and fifter, and mother. 

On the very fame day Our Bleffed Lord left 
the houfe where he ufually abode, and, for the 
greater convenience of teaching the people, re- 
paired tothe fea-fhore. He was immediately 
followed by fuch prodigious multitudes that, in 
order to avoid interruption, he went on board a 
veflel, and from thence taught them in parables 
(an ufual’ way of inftruétion among the Jews) 
thereby to engage the attention, and accommo- 
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date himfelf to the different capacities of thofe 


that heard him. . < 


Our Bleffed Lord began his difcourfe with the 


parable of the Sower, in which he reprefented the: 
‘different fueceffés of the Gofpel, according to 


the different difpofitions of its hearers. He then: 
proceeded to'the parable of the Tares growing 
with the good feed, in which he pointed out the 
mixture of the wicked and godly under the fame 
profeffion of Chriftianity. By the Grain of 
Muftard-feed and the little piece of deaven, he re- 
preferced the wonderful increafe and propagation 
of the Gofpel from fmall beginnings. By the 
treafure in the field, and the fearl of great price, 
he fhowed the great benefits that would accrue 
to the profeffinn of religion ; bur told them that. 
the profeffion of it would include a mixed mul- 
titude, and be, therefore, like a wet caft into rhe 
fea, which inclofes fifhes of all kinds, fome good 
and fome bad, the goed to be preferved, bur the 
bad caft away. ; 

This is the explication which Our Lord gave 
his difciples of thefe feveral parables ; and when, 
by their anfwers, he perceived that they under- 
{tood them all, he concluded his difcourle with 
a fimile to this effect: ‘ Thar every Gofs 
“« pel-Teacher ought to refemble a well-fur- 
‘* nifhed houfe-holder, who brings all things 
© out of his repofitory, both old and new, ac- 
** cording to the occafions of his guefts.” 

After Our Bleffed Saviour had thus preached 
to the people by way of parable, he formed the 
refolution of croffing the Lake, or Sea of Gali- 
lee, and, for that purpofe, gave orders to his 
difciples to prepare a veffel for him, A certain 
Scribe, on hearing thefe orders given, offered 
to attend him wherever he went: but when he 
underftood that no temporal emolument was to 
be obtained by fuch attendance, he retracted 
from his engagement, One of his difciples alfo, 
at the fame time, defired leave to bury his father 
before he went with him ; upon which Our Lord 
commanded him to follow him, and to leave 
fuch offices to the children of this world. Ano- 
ther of his difciples afked permiffion, before he 
went, to take leave of his family, and dilpofe of 
his effeéts; upon which Our Lord told him, 
“© that whoever laid his hand onthe plough, and 
*€ looked back, was not fit for the kingdom of 
“© God.” 

Every neceffary preparation being made for 
the voyage, the difciples took on board their 
maiter, and departed for the other fide of the 
lake; foon after which the Bleffed Jefus, being 
fatigued with the labours of the day, fat himfelf 
down at the ftern of the fhip, and fell afleep. 
The weather, which at their embarking, and 
for fome time after, was calm and ferene, fud- 
denly changed. A terrible ftorm came on, 
and the rifing waves dafhed impetuoufly againft 
the fhip, threatening every moment to bury them 
all in the bowels of the deep. The darknefs of 
the night increafed the horrors of the tempeft, 


| At one time they were carriedon the top of a 


mountainous wave, and feemed to touch the 
fkies ; then plunged, as it were, to the bottom 
of the deep, while the foaming billows roared 
horridly above them. In vain did the difciples 
exert their utmoft ftrength; the ftorm continued 
to increafe, and baffled all the efforts of human 
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than a rich Pharifee, nanied -Simons. went ‘up 
to him, and defired he would cat with bim. The 
Bleffed Jefus accepted the invitation, and, ac- 
companying Simon to his houfe, after the ne- 
ceffary preparations were made, fat down ta 
sefrefh himfelf. He had not been Jong at the 
table, when a woman, who had left the paths 
of vice for thofe of virtue, placed herfelf behind 
him, and, from a deep conviction of her former 
crimes, and the obligation fhe owed the Saviour 
of mankind for bringing her to a fenfe of them, 
fhed fuch quantities of tears, that they trickled 
down on his feet, which, according to the cuf- 
tom of the country, was then bare. But ob- 
ferving that her tears had wet the feet of her be- 
loved inftructor, fhe immediately wiped them 
with the hair of her head, kiffed them with the 
moft ardent affection, and then anointed them 
with precious ointment. 

Simon (who {till retained fomething of the 
cenforious fpirit of his fect) feeing the woman 
thus bufy in expreffing her love and veneration 
for the Bleffed Jefus, began to think within 
himfelf that he could not poffibly be a prophet; 
otherwife, he would have known the woman to 
be infamous, and, confequently, not fuffered 
her to touch him. But Our Lord, who well 
knew Simon’s thoughts, in order to convince 
him that he was a prophet, and that he was ac- 
quainted not only with the characters of men, 
but knew even the fecret thoughts of their hearts, 
immediately converfed with him on the very fub- 
ject he had been revolving in his mind. He did 
not, indeed, expofe him before the company, 
by relating what he had thought in fecret,but with 
remarkable delicacy pointed out to him, by way 
of parable, the unreafonablenefs of his thoughts. 
«« Simon (faid he) I have fomething to fay to 
« thee, There was a certain creditor who had 
two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, 
and the other fifty. And when they had no- 
thing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. 
Tell me, therefore, which of them will love 
him moft ?” Simon anfwered, “ I fuppofe 
« that he to whom he forgave moft.” To this 
our Bleffed Lord replied, thou haft rightly judged. 
He then applied this. fhort parable to the fub- 
ject of the woman, on which the Pharifee had 
fo unjuftly reafoned with himfelf, and commended 
the condué& of the woman in the following 
words: “ Simon (faid he) feeft thou this wo- 
«© man: I entered into thine houfe, and thou 
“ gaveft me no water for my feet: but fhe hath 
wafhed my feet with her tears, and wiped 
them with the hair of her head. Thou ga- 
« weft meno kifs: but this woman, fince the 
«© time I came in, hath not ceafed to kifs my 
«¢ feet. My head with oil thou didft not anoint: 
but this woman hath anointed my feet with 
ointment.” 

Our Bleffed Tord, having thus commended 
the conduct of the woman to the company, and 
rebuked, with great delicacy, the unjuft fufpi- 
cions of Simon, turned himfelf to the woman, 
and, in the kindeft manner, affured her, that 
ker fins were forgiven. But the power he took 
upon himfelf of forgiving fins greatly offended 
the principal part of the company, who, not 
being acquainted with his divinity, confidered 
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the expreffion’ he had laft ufed as derogatory to 
the honour of God. ‘Fhe Bleffed Jefus, howe- 
ver conternned: their maliciots murmurs, and 
repeated his affurance to the woman that her fins 
were forgiven, telling her that her’ faith had 
favéd'her, and!bidding her depart in peace. 

Soon after this Our Bleffed Lord took a tour 
into different parts of Galilee, accompanied by 
his apofties, and feveral devout wémen, whom 
he had cured of findry difeafes, and who, in 
graticude for the benefits received, attended his 
perfoti, and, out of their own fubftance, admi- 
niftered to his earthly neceffities. After an ex. 
curfion of fome menths; Our Lerd-returned to 
Capernaum, which was no fooner known than 
fuch multitudes of people reforted to him, that 
neither he, nor his difciples, could find time to 
eat. But bis meat was to do the w1il of God, by 
healing the fick, and relieving the diftreffed. 
Among the great number of afflicted brought 
before him at this time was a dumb man fopcjjd 
with a devi/. So moving a fight could nox fail 
of attracting particular and compaffionate notice 
from the Saviour of the world. He immeii- 
ately caft out the evil fpirit, on which the dumb 
man recovered the ufe of his {peech, and fpoke 
in a very rational manner to the multitude. who 
in general, declared, that fuch wonderful works 
could be done by no other pesfon than the pro- 
mifed Meffiah, 

The Pharifees, however, and Doctors of the 
law, who came from Jerufalem, gave another 
turn to this miracle. They afcribed it to be the 
power of the Devil, even to Beelzebub, the chief 
of devils. So blafphemous a declaration could 
not be fuppofed to efcape a proper cenfure from 
the Son of God, who, addreffling himfelf both 
to them and the people, demonttrated the ab- 
furdity of the calumny, by an argument drawn 
from the common affairs of life. Avery king- 
dom (fays he) divided againjt itfelf is brought to 
defolation: and every city or houfe divided asain 
itjelf, foall not fiand. And if Satan caft out Sa- 
tan, be is divided.againft bimfelf: bow then foall 
his kingdom fiand ? Your calumny is malicious 
and abfurd: it is malicious becaufe your own 
confciences are convinced of its falfhood ; and 
it is abfurd, becaufe Satan cannot affit me in 
preaching the kingdom of God, and deftroying 
all the works of darknefs, unlefs he be divided 
againft himfelf, and deftroy all the works of his 
own kingdom. Adding, dadsf I by Beclzebub 
caft out devils, by whom do your children caft them 
out ? therefore they foal! be your judges. But if 
I caft out devils by the Spirit of God, then the king- 
dom of God is come unto yeu. Ye did not im- 
pute the miracles of your prophets to Beelzebub, 
but received them as from the meffengers ot 
God. But ye rejeét me, who work greater and 
more numerous miracles than they, and impute 
them to the power of évil fpirits, Thefe pre- 
phets, therefore, fhall be your judges: they 
fhall condemn you; But as it is true that I cait 
out devils by the affiftance of the Almighty, 1 
follows that the kingdom o God, fo long ex- 
pected, is going to be eftablifhed. The time's 
coming, when the Son of Man fhall be raifed 
from the dead by the power of the Holy Ghutt, 
the gifts of miracles fhowered down on all be 
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Hievers, and the nature of the Meffiah’s king- 
dom more fully explained, in order to remove 
the foundation of your prejudice, namely, the 
expectation of a temporal prince. But 1f you 
then fhut your eyes, and fpeak evil againft the 
Holy Ghoft, by affirming that his gifts and mi- 
racles proceed from the prince of darknefs, it 
thal] never be forgiven you: becaufe it is a fin 
you cannot poffibly repent of, as no greater means 
of conviétion will be offered ; but you fhall be 
unifhed for it, both in this world, and .that 
which is to come. ‘* Wherefore I fay unto you, 
«© Ajl manner of fin and blafphemy fhall be 
« forgiven unto men ; but the blafphemy againft 
‘ the Holy Ghoft fhall not be forgiven. “And 
« whofoever fpeaketh a word againft the Son of 
« Man, it fhall be forgiven him; but whofoever 
« fpeaketh againft the Holy Ghoft, it fhall not 
« be forgiven him, neither in this world, nor 
«© in that which is to come.” 

But notwithftanding thefe arguments and 
threats, the perverfe Pharifees, inftead of being 
afleéted by them, continued obftinate, and de- 
manded of Our Saviour fome new fign or mi- 
racle in evidence of his miffion. But as he had 
given them a fufficient number of thefe already, 
he told them they fhould have no other fign than 
what they every day beheld, namely, the fign of 
the prophet Jonas, who, by living three days 
and three nights in the belly of the whale, was 
a type of the Son of God, who fhould continue 
three days and three nights in the chambers of 
the tomb. He then told them, that the Nine- 
vites repented at the preaching of the prophet 
Jonas, and the queen of Sheba undertook a long 
journey to Jerufalem to hear the wifdom of So- 
‘lomon ; but that they retufed to attend to the 


a 


doétrines of an infinitely greater prophet than | 


Jonas, or liften to one much wifer than Solo- 
mon. 

While Our Bleffed Lord was continuing his 
difcourfe to the perverfe Pharifees, word was 
brought him that his mother and kindred were at 
the door, defiring to pete with him. Jn all 
probability they were fearful the continued fa- 
tigue of preaching would injure his health, and 
were therefore defirous of taking them with him 
that he might refrefh himfelf. But Our Lord, 
being difpleafed with their unfeafonable inter- 
ruption, took occafion to inform the people, that 
all worldly relations were of lefs confideration 
than the ties of duty and religion; that the 
names of mother and brother, which were fanc- 
tified by the laws of God and nature, were made 
more facred when a fpiritual kindred intervened : 
and then, turning to his difciples, he declared, 
that thofe were his trueft relations, who heard 
the word of God, and practifed it, Bebold (faid 
he) my mother and my brethren! For whofoever 
foall do the will of my Father, which is in heaven, 
the fame is my brother, and fifter, and mother. 

On the very fame day Our Bleffed Lord left 
the houfe where he ufually abode, and, for the 
greater convenience of teaching the people, re- 
paired tothe fea-fhore. He was immediately 
followed by fuch prodigious multitudes that, in 
order to avoid interruption, he went on board a 
veffel, and from thence taught them in parables 
(an ufual way of inftruction among the Jews) 
thereby to engage the attention, and accommo- 
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date himfelf to the different capacities of thofe 
that heard him. - set ae 

Our Bleffed Lord began his difcourfe with the 
parable of the Sower, in which he reprefented the 


‘different fucceflés of the Gofpel, according to 


the different difpofitions of its hearers. He then: 
proceeded to the parable of the Tares growing 
with the good feed, in which he pointed out the 
mixture of the wicked and godly under the fame 
profeflion of Chriftianity. By the Grain of 
Muftard-feed and the little piece of /eaven, he re- 
prefented the wonderful increafe and propagation 
of the Gofpel from fmall beginnings. By the 
treafurein the field, and the fearl of great price, 
he fhowed the great benefits that would accrue 
to the profeffinn of religion ; but told them that. 
the profeffion of it would include a mixed mul- 
titude, and be, therefore, like a net caft into the 
fea, which inclofes fifhes of all kinds, fome good 
and fome bad, the good to be preferved, but the 
bad cat away. : 

This is the explication which Our Lord gave 
his difciples of thefe feveral parables ; and when, 
by their anfwers, he perceived that they under- 
ftood them all, he concluded his difcourle with 
a fimile to this effect: ‘“ That every Gof 
‘© pel-Teacher ought to refemble a well-fur- 
“ nifhed houfe-holder, who brings all things 
*€ out of his repofitory, both old and new, ac- 
‘© cording to the occafions of his guefts.” 

After Our Bleffed Saviour had thus preached 
to the people by way of parable, he formed the 
refolution of croffing the Lake, or Sea of Gali- 
lee, and, for that purpofe, gave orders to his 
difciples to prepare a veffel for him. A certain 


| Scribe, on hearing thefe orders given, offered 


to attend him wherever he went: but when he 
underftood that no temporal emolument was to 
be obtained by fuch atrendarce, he retracted 
from his engagement. One of his difciples allo, 
at the fame time, delired leave to bury his father 
before he went with him ; upon which Our Lord 
commanded him to follow him, and to leave 
fuch offices to the children of this world. Ano- 
ther of his difciples afked permiffion, before he 
went, to take leave of his family, and diipofe of 
his effects; upon which Our Lord told him, 
«¢ that whoever laid his hand onthe plough, and 
«© looked back, was not fit for the kingdom of 
** God.” 

Every neceffary preparation being made for 
the voyage, the difciples took on board their 
matter, and departed for the other fide of the 
Jake; foon after which the Bleffed Jefus, being 
fatigued with the labours of the day, fac himfelf 
down at the ftern of the fhip, and fell afleep. 
The weather, which at their embarking, and 
for fome time after, was calm and ferene, fud~- 
denly changed. <A terrible ftorm came on, 
and the rifing waves dathed impetuoufly again{t 
the fhip, threatening every moment to bury them 
all in the bowels of the deep. The darknefs of 
the night increafed the horrors of the tempett, 
At one time they were carried on the top of a 
mountainous wave, and feermed to touch the 
fkies; then plunged, as it were, to the bottom 
of the deep, while the foaming billows roared 
horridly above them. In vain did the difciples 
exert their utmoft ftrength ; the ttorm continued 
to increafe, and baffled all the efforts of human 

beings 


$20 
beings. The waves broke over the fhip, the 
‘waters rufhed in, and fhe began,to fink. All 
hopes of efcaping were vanifhed ; defpair feized 
every individual, and they were on the brink of 
perifhing, when they ran to Jefus, and cried 
out, Majfter, Maftery we perifo! Their vehement 
cries roufed him ftom his feep; upon which, 
raifing his hand, which had been fo often em- 
ployed in aéts of mercy and benevolence, he, 
with a {tern and awful voice, rebuked the boi- 
fterotis element. The raging fea inftantly obeyed 
his command, ‘The erial torrent ftopped fhort. 
in its impetuous courfe, and became filent as 
the grave, while the mountainous waves funk at 
ence into their beds, and the furface of the deep 
became as fmooth as polifhed marble. 

The difciples had before feen their great maf- 
ter perform many miracles, and therefore had 
abundant reafon to rely wholly on his power and 
goodnefs, ‘They fhould have confidered that he 
who could, by his word, reftore the fick, and 
bring the inhabitants of the fea to their nets, 
could, with the fame eafe, have fupported them 
on the furface of the deep, had the fhip funk 
beneath them, and carried them fafe to the place 
whither they were going. But they feemed to 
have forgotten the power of their mafter; and 
when human affiftance failed, to have abandoned 
all hopes of life. Well, therefore, might the 
Blefled Jefus, on this occafion, thus rebuke 
them: Why are ye fearful ? How is it that ye have 
no faith ? Why fhould you doubt of my power 
to protect you? The voyage was undertaken 
at my command; and therefore you fhould have 
been confident that I would not fuffer you to pe- 
rith. 

It is, indeed, ftrange to think that the difci- 
ples fhould have been fo remarkably terrified du- 
ring the ftorm, and chat they fhould afterwards 
make this Gngular reflection: What mannzr of 


man is this; that even the winds and the fea obey |. 


fim ! But it mutt be remembered, that the ter- 
ror of the ftorm had deprived them of all pre- 
fence of mind, fo that they did.not recolleé& the 
Divine power of their Mafter during the fury of 
the tempeft : and the tranfition from a terrible 
{torm to the moft perfect calm, was fo quick and 
aftonifhing, that they uttered this reflection, while 
their minds were in the moft inexpreffible ftate 
of confufion. 

The next morning, as Our Lord landed on 
the Eatt fide of the Lake, in that part of the 
province of Trachonitis, which is called the 
country of the Gadareens, twodemoniacs, moft 
grievoully diftracted, came running towards him, 
and fell at his feet, and worfhipped him. They 
were both moft hideous {peétacles; but one, who 
was much fiercer than the other, made difinal 
outcries both day and night, cutting his flefh 
with fharp ftones, and though he had been often 
bound with fetters and chains, yet he as often 
broke them to pieces, raging, with his compa- 
nion, among the rocks and tombs, and fo fu- 
rious and outrayeous was he, that no traveller 
durft pafs that way. 

As foonas thefe two wretched objects approached 
Our Lord, the devils (who fpoke by their mouths) 
declared him to be the Son of God, and ex-~ 
preffed their fear of his being come to torment 
them before their time. The apoftate {pirits well 
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knew his power, and trembled left he fhould im. 
mediately caft them into the torments prepared 
for them, and not fuffer them to continue roving. 
through the earth till the day of judgment, when 
they fhould be condemned to eternal punith- 
ments in the fight df the whole creation. 

The Bleffed Jefus, willing that the torments 
fuffered by thefe miferable men fhould be known 
before he healed them, afked one of the devils 
his name, who anfwered, Legion, for we are many, 
Begging, at the fame time, that he would nor 
command them to repair into'the deep, or bot- 
tomlefs pit, but fuffer them to enter into a herd 
of fwine that were feeding on the adjacent moun- 
tains. This requeft Our Lord thought proper 
to comply with, and no fooner was the Divine 
permiffion granted, than the fpectators beheld at 
a diftance the torments thefé poor creatures fuf- 
fered, with what amazing rapidity they ran to the 
confines of the lake, leaped from the precipices 
into the fea, and perifbed in the waters. 

As foon as the keepers of the herd beheld this 
ftrange fight, they fed, in the utmoft fright, to 
the city of Gadara, where they gave a circum- 
ftantial account of all that had happened. In 
conlequence of this prodigious numbers of pco- 
ple, not only from the city, but likewife the 
neighbouring villages, immediately went to the 
place, where they found the man (who had been 
the more furious of the two) fitting ac Our Sa- 
viour’s feet, cloathed, and in his perfect fenfes. 
But, whether it was, that the people took amifs 
the deftruction of the fwinc, or thought then.- 
felves unworthy of his Divine prefence, fo it 
was, that they entreated Our Lord to depart out 
of their country, This requeft he was pleafed 
to comply with, but, inftead of permitting the 
man to go along with him, as he defired, he or- 
dered him ‘* to return to his houfe, and his 
“* friends, and then to declare what wonderful 
‘* things the Lord had done for him.” 

As foon as Our Bleffed Lord had repaffed the 
lake, and was returned to Capernaum, the peo- 
ple, as ufual, came flocking round him in pro- 
digious multitudes. While he was teaching 
them one Jairus, a chief ruler of the fynagogue, 
came running to him in all the agoni¢s of grief, 
and, inthe prefence of the whole company, fell 
onthe ground before him, befeeching that he 
would come and heal his daughter, who lay at 
the point of death. The forwardnefs of the ru- 
ler’s faith claimed Our Saviour’s compaffion and 
affiftance; and therefore he immediately arofe, 
and followed him. As he paffed along the ftreets 
a woman, who had for twelve years been afflicted 
with an iffue, or flux of blood, and had fpent 
her whole fubftanee on phyficians to no pur- 
pofe, came behind him, and touched the bem of bis 
Larment : for fhe faid within berfelf, If I may but 
touch bis cluthes, I fhall be whele. Nor was fhe 
deceived: for no fooner had fhe touched the 
border of the garment of the Son of God, than 
her iffue of blood dried up; and the felt, by the 
return of her health and ftrength, and other a- 


| greeable fenfations, that the cure was fully com- 


pleted. But this tranfaétion could not be con- 
cealed: the Bleffed Jefus knew the whole, and 
was perfectly acquainted with the fecret thoughts 
of the woman before fhe put 'them in practice. 
Pleafed, however, with the opinion fhe had ¢n- 
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tertained, both of his power and goodnefs, he 
would not, by any means, fuffer it to pafs un- 
applauded. Accordingly, he turned himfelf 
about, and afked this queftion: Who touched me? 
He well knew the perfon; but afked the quef- 
tion for the fuller manifeftation of the woman’s 
faith, and that he might have an opportunity of 
inftructing and comforting her. His difciples, 
being ignorant of what had paffed, were furpri- 
zed at the queftion: Thou /ee/t (faid they to their 
matter) ‘Le multitude threnging and preffing thee, 
and fuyeft thow, who touched me? They did not 
diftinguifh between the fpiritual and corporal 
touch, nor knew that fuch efficacious vircue had 
gone out of their mafter. Jefus, however, per- 
fitted in knowing who it was that had done the 
thing ; upon which the woman, finding it in 
vain to conceal what fhe had done any longer, 
went to him trembling, and told him all. Per- 
haps the uncleannefs of her diftemper was the 
caufe of her fear, thinking he would be offended 
even ac her touching the hem of his garment. 
But the Divine phyfician, fo far from being 
angry, fpoke to her in the kindeft manner, and 
commendeth her faith. Deaghter, (faid he) be 
of good comfort: thy faith bath made thee wtole. 

While Our Bleffed Lord {topped on this oc- 
cafion, a meffenger came to Jairus with news 
that his daughter was actually dead, and thcre- 
fore there was no occafion to give Our Saviour 
any farther trouble. This meffage was a terrible 
blow to the affectionate parent. His only daugh- 
ter, who, a few days before, was in the bloom of 
youth, was now a pale and lifelefs corpfe; and 
with her all his joys and comforts were Aled. 
But the Bleffed Redeemer of mankind foon gave 
him relief; for, having overheard what the mef- 
fenger faid, he bid him not to fear, but only be- 


lieve, and he fhould find the bleffed effects of | 


his faith in the recovery of his daughter. 

When Our Lord entered the houfe, he found 
the mourners already come, who were deploring 
her death with melancholy tones, and loud la- 
mentations, according to the cuftom of thofe 
times ; upon which, as he went in, he defired 
them to ceafe their funeral ceremonies, becaule, 
at that time, there was no occafion for them. 
Having faid this he entered the chamber where 
the damfel lay, but fuffered none to follow him, 
except Peter, James and John, together with 
the father and mother of the damfel. As foon 
as he approached the bed where fhe lay, he took 
her gently by the hand, and, with a low voice, 
faid, Maid, arife. The heavenly command was 
initantly obeyed: the damfel arofe, as from a 
fleep, and with all the appearance of health and 
vigour, to the great wonder and aftonifhment of 
all prefent. At Our Saviour’s departure, he or- 
dered the parents to give her fomething to eat, 
and left a ftri€t charge with them that they fhould 
keep the miracle a fecret ; but their joy was too 
great to concea/, what, in gratitude for fo great 
a IDEECY they thought they were obliged to di- 
THe, 

After Our Bleffed Lord had performed this 
miracle, and left the ruler’s houfe, he was fol- 
lowed by prodigious numbers of people, and 
among thena were two blind men, who, in the 
moit piteous manner, implored his afliftance. 
The Redeemer of mankind, ever ready to grant 
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the petitions of thofe who apply to him for re- 
lief, liftened to their requeft, and going with 
them into a houfe, to avoid the interruption of 
the multitude, he touched their eyes, and faid, 
According to your faith, be it unto you. And im- 
mediately they received their fight. 

No fooner were thefe two men departed, than 
the multitude brought to him a dumb man pof- 
Seffed with the devil. So moving a fight could 
not fail of attracting a compaffionate regard from 
the Saviour of the world,.who, being never 
weary of beneficent aéts, immediately caft out 
the apoftate fpirit. The wretched object, being 
thus relieved, inftantly recovered his fpeech, 
which being heard by the multitude they una- 
nimoufly acknowledged that the like had sever 
een feen in Tfrael. 

After a fhort ftay at Capernaum, Our Lord 
departed with his difciples, into fome other parts 
of Galilee. He had, about a year before, been 
very ill treated by the inhabitants of Naza- 
reth, the place of his education; but notwith- 
ftanding this, he was rcfolved once more to make 
them a tender of his mercy. He accordingly re- 
paired to their city, and entering their fynagogue 
on the fabbath-day preached to the people the 
glad tidings of the kingdom of God. They 
were, indeed, aftonifhed at his doctrine, but fo 
attached to the prejudice they had conceived a- 
gain{t him, that they feandalized his perton, and 
began to upbraid him with the meannefs of his 
parentage and employment, as they had done 
before ; upon which Our Lord, after finifhing 
his difcourfe, retired from the fynagogue, and 
left the city. 

Upon Our Lord’s departure from Nazareth, 
he vifited moft of the cities and villages of Ga- 
lilee, teaching in the fynagogues, preaching the 
Gofpel, and curing all kinds of difeafes among 
the people. Obferving one day the numerous 
throngs and multitudes that reforted to him, he 
looked upon them with an eye of pity and com- 
paffion, as fo many fheep deititute of thepherds ; 
and from thence formed the refolution of fend- 
ing out his twelve apoftles (two and two toge- 
ther) into the more diftant parts of Judea, while 
himfelf continued preaching in Galilee, and the 
places adjacent. To this purpofe he invelted 
them with a full power to cure all difeafes, eject 
devils, and even raife the dead. He gave them 
inftructions in what manner they were to behave 
in the places whither they went ; but at the fame 
time forbade them to addrefs themfelves to any 
of the Gentiles, or Samaritans, but only to she 
loft fheep of the Houfe of Tjracl. He told them 
the confequences of their miniftry, which, 
(more efpecially after his death) inftead of en- 
titling them to ¢emporal advantages, would ex- 
pofe them to fundry kinds of perfecutions ; but, 
for their encouragement, he acquainted them, 
that thofe who rejected their doctrine fhould be 
treated with feverity at leaft at the righteous 
judgment of God ; whereas thofe who received 
it kindly, and gave(were it but a cup of cold wa- 
ter) to the leait of his difciples, for their Maf- 
ter’s fake, fhould in no wife mifs of their re~ 
ward. 

With this commiffion, and thefe inftructions 
the twelve apoftles (two and two together) weng 


into all the parts of Paleftine that were inhabiteg 
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by the Jews, where they preached the Gofpel, ; 


and worked many miracles in confirmation of it; 
while their Bleffled mafter was employed in the 
like offices in Galilee. The miracles which the 
apoftles wrought raifed the expectation of the 
people higher than ever: they were aftonifhed 
to fee the difciples of Jefus perform fuch wond- 
rous works; and therefore concluded, that Our 
Saviour mutft be greater than any of the old pro- 
phets, who could not tran{imit the power invefted 
in them to any other perfon. 

It was now about a year fince Herod Antipas 
had caft John the Baptift into prifon for his bold- 
nefs in reproving him for the adulterous com- 
merce in which he lived with his brother’s wife. 
Herod himfelf both refpeéted and feared him, 
knowing that he was highly and defervedly be- 
loved by the people; he confulted him often, 
and, in many things, followed his advice. But 
terodias, his brcther’s wife, with whom he lived 
in fo fhameful a manner, being continually un- 
eafy left Herod fhould be prevailed upon to fet 
him at liberty, fought all opportunities to de- 
ftroy him; and at length an incident happened, 
which enabled her ro accomplifh her wicked in- 
tentions. 

WWerod having, on his birth-day, made a great 
feaft for his friends, Herodias fent her daughter, 
whom fhe had by Philip her lawful hufband, into 
the faloon to dance before the king and his guefts. 
Herod was infinitely pleated with her perform- 
ance, infomuch that, in the height of his mirth 
and jollity, he promifed, with the addition of 
an oath, to grant her whatever fhe fhould de- 
mand even though it amounted to half of his 
dominions, Unwilling to lofe fo fair an oppor- 
tunity, fhe immediately confulted with her mo- 


ther what favour to afk, who, being prompted | 


by the height of her malice and revenge, named 
the head of John the Baptift to be given her ; 
which the daughter accordingly demanded of 
the king in the prefence of the whole affembly. 
{will (faid the) thou give me, bye and bye, ina 
charger, the head of ‘fobn the Baptift. 

This ftrange and unexpected requeft threw a 
damp on all the company prefent, Herodias and 
her daughter excepted. The king’s enjoyment 
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was vanifhed : he was vexed “and confounded. 
Being, however, unwilling to appear either tickle 
or faife, before a company of the firft perfons 
in his kingdom for rank and character, he com- 
mianded the head to be given her. There was 
not one of the guefts who had the courage to 
fpeak a fingle word in behalf of the innocent 
man, nor attempt to divert Herod from fuffer- 
ing his commands to be executed, though he 
gave them an opportunity of doing it, by fig- 
nifying to them that he performed his oath mere- 
ly out of refpect to them. Thus Herod, through 
a mifplaced regard to his oath, and his guefts, 
committed a moft unjuft and cruel act: an aét 
that will for ever brand his memory with difho- 
nour, and render his very name deteftable, to 
the lateft pofterity. 

In a fhort time after Herod had given the fa- 
tal command, the head of that venerable pro- 
phet, whofe rebukes had ftruck him with awe in 
his loofeft moments, and whofe exhortations had 
often excited him to the performance of good 
actions, was brought in a charger, and given to 
the daughter of Herodias, in the prefence of all 
the guefts. She eagerly received the bloody 
prefent, and carried it to her mother, who en- 


joyed the whole pleafure of revenge, and feafted 


her eyes with the fight of the head of him whom 
fhe had weakly and wickedly confidered as her 
greateftenemy. As for the body of John, his 
difciples, when they heard of his death, took 
care to bury it, and then went,’and informed the 
Blefled Jefus of the tragical end that had befal- 
len their mafter, 

Thus died the great forerunner of Our Blef- 
fed Saviour, about two years and three months 
after hisentrance upon his public miniftry, and 
in the 31ft year of his age. The character gi- 
ven of him by Jofephus, is as follows: ‘“* He 
«© was, indeed, a man endued with all virtue, 
“who exhorted the Jews to the practice of 
“ juftice towards men and piety towards God ; 
“ and alfo to Baptifm, which would become ac | 
“ ceptable to God if they renounced their fins ; 
“and, to the cleanuefs of their bodies, added 
“ the purity of their fouls.” 
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Our Blefed Lord, after hearing of the death of Fobn the Raptift, retires to the defert of Bethfaida, 
where be adds to the confirmation of bis miffion and dotirine by performing a moft aftonifhing miracle. 
The people, firuck with bis diftinguifhed power, propofe raifing him to the earthly dignity of king. 
Peter, by means of bis Blefed Majfter, performs a miracle, by walking on the furface of ihe fea. 
Our Lord preaches to the people in the fynagogue at Capernaum concerning Spiritual food, in order to 
improve the miracle wrought in the defert of Bethfaida. He reprimands the Pharifees for their fu- 


perfiition. 


with the Pharifees and Sadducees; and cautions bis difciples to avoid their errors and fallacies. 
a blind man at Bethfaida, and makes trial of bis apoftle’s faith. 


Continues to difplay bis power and benevolence in relieving feveral diftreffed ol jecis. Reefans 


Cur $ 
Delegates a Special power 1° 


Peter. He informs them of bis future fufferings, and is aftcrwards transfigured on ihe Mount. 


BOUT the time that Our Bleffed Lord 

heard of the death of John the Baptift, 
his own apoftles returned from their refpective 
excurfions, and gave him an account of every 
tranfaction that had happened in the different 
parts whither they had travelled. After this, 
Our Lord ordered them to prepare a veifel, 
wherein he, and they only, might crofs the fea 
of Galilee, and retire, for a fhort time, from the 
multitude, to a defert near Bethfaida, in order, 
thar, by meditation and prayer, they might be 
refrefhed, and thereby better enabled to profe- 
cute their fpiritual labours. 

Though Our Lord, with his apoftles retired 
privately for this purpofe, yet the multitude at- 
wnded fo clofely, that their departure was not 
long concealed; and great numbers of people 
reforted to the place where they fuppofed Jefus 
and his difciples had fecluded themfelves. Struck 
with the greatnefs of his miracles on thofe that 
were fick, and anxious to receive farther infiruc- 
tions from the mouth of fo Divine a teacher, no 
difficulties were too great for them to furmount, 
nor any place too retired for them to penetrate, 
in fearch of their admired preacher. 

The fight of fuch a multitude of people fo 

afc the compaffionate Redeemer, — that, 
though he went to the place for the fake of re- 
trement, he could noc’ withhold his prefence 
fiom them; but, afcending a mountain, and 
taking his difciples with him, he firft inftruéted 
them in feveral things concerning the kingdom 
of God, and afterwards cured fuch as were fick 
and difeafed of their refpective infirmities. 
_ Our Blefled Lord was fo attentively engaged 
in performing thefe beneficent acts, that he did 
not perceive the day was far fpent, of which his 
divipies (too anxious about the things of this 
world) thought proper to inform him. ‘ The 
“ day, faid they, is now far advanced, and the 
“ place a folitary defert, where neither food nor 
“ lodging can be procured: it would, therefore, 
be convenient to difimifs the people, that they 
may repair to the towns and villages on the 
borders of the wildernefs, and provide them- 
felves with food and lodging, tor they have 
nothing to eat.” 


a 
ce 
“ 
ce 


ae 


In anfwer to this Our Lord told them, there 
was no neceffity of fending the people away to 
procure victuals for themfelves, as they might 
fatisfy the hunger of the multitude, by giving 
them to eat. But, to fhew what an opinion his 
difciples entertained of his power, he addreffed 
himfelf to Philip, (whom he knew was well ac- 
quainted with the country) and faid, Whence 
Joall we buy bread, that thofe may ect? Philip, 
aftonifhed at the feeming impoffibility of pro- 
curing a fupply for fo great a multitude with 
the fmall fur of money which he knew was their 


all, and forgetting the extent of his mafter’s 


power, anfwered, Tio hundred pennyworth ts not 
Sufficient for them, that every one of them may take 
a littl. Our Lord might now have put the 
fame queftion to Philip that he did on another 
occafion: é7ave I been fo long time with you, and 
yet baft thou not known me, Philip? "Watt thou 
beheld fo many miracles, and art fil ignorant 
that J can fupply food not only for thefe people, 
but for all the fons of men? But he only gave 
him this fhort anfwer. Give ye them to eat. 

The apoftles, not yet comprehending Our 
Lord’s meaning, repeated the objection of Phi- 
lip ; but added, that they were willing to expend 
their whole ftock, in order to procure as large a 
fupply as poftible. But this was by no means 
the defign of their great Matter, who, inftead of 
agreeing to their propofition, afked, How many 
loaves have ye? Yow much provifion can be 
found among this multitude? Go, and fee. 
They readily obeyed the Divine command, and 
foon returning, Andrew informed him, that the 
whole ftock amounted to no more than than five 
barley loaves, and two fmall fifhes; a quantity 
fo inconfiderable, that it fearcely deferved no- 
tice. What are they, faid Andrew, among fo 
many? And what, indeed, would they have 
been among fuch a multitude of people, if they 
had not been dittributed by the creating hand 

+ . oa 
of the Son of God? 

But notwithftanding the fimallnefs of the quan- 
tity of provifion, Our Bleffed Lord ordered it 
to be brought before him; which being done, 
he imnoediately commiunded the multitude to fir 
down onthe grafs, at the fame time dirscting his 

dileiples 
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difciples to range them in regular order, that 
the number might be nore eafily afcertained, and 
the people the more regularly fupplied. 

The multitude, in obedience to Our Lord’s 
command, fat down in the manner they were 
ordered, big with the expe€lation of what this 
uncommon preparation portended: while the 
great Matter of the banquet ftood ready to fup- 
ply the neceffities of all his guefts; a banquet 


where, though they had no canopy but the azure- 


fky, no table but the verdant turf, where their 
focd was only coarfe barley bread and dried 
tifhes, and their drink only water from a bub- 
bling fountain, yet difplayed more real gran- 
deur, by the prefence of the Divine Mafter of 
it, than the royal featt of the great Ahafuerus, 
orthe fplendid entertaininent of the imperious 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

The multitude being feated, Our Blefled Lord 
took the loaves and fifhes into his hands in fight 
of all the people, that they might be convinced 
of the fimall quantity of provifions that were then 
before them, and that they could only expe& to 
be fed by his fupernatural powcr. But that hand, 
which had been the means of repeatedly fuf- 
taining nature, could eafily multiply thefe five 
loaves and two fifhes ; for, as the Plalmift juftly 
obferves, He openeth his kand, and filleth all things 
living with plentcousnefs. Accordingly, he looked 
up te heaven, and returned thanks to God, the 
liberal giver of all good things, for his infinite 
beneficence in furnifhing food for all, and for 
the power he had conferred on him of relieving 
mankind by his miracles, particularly for that he 
was about to work. Having done, looking on 
the loaves and fifhes, he bleffled them; and fo 
efficacious was his bleffing, that they were mul- 
tiplied into a quantity fufficient to fupply the 
wants of five thoufand men, befides women and 
children, who, on the molt favourable fuppofi- 
tion, mutt at leaft amount to an equal number. 
atid ‘sefus took the loaives, ard when ke had 
given thanks; be diftriluted to tle difciples, and the 
atfciples to them that were fet dewn, and Like- 
tie of the fifhes, as much as they would. After 
they were all fatisfied Our Lord ordered the frag- 
ments to be gathered up, which being done, fo 
exuberant was the fupply that they filled twelve 
bafkets. Thus did the compaffionate and pow- 
erful Redeemer feed many thoufand people 
with five barley loaves and two iimall fifhes, 
giving at once a magnificent proof both of his 
power and goodnets. 

This great and aflonifhing miracle made fuch 
an impreffion on the minds of the multitude, that 
they had not the leaft doubt of Our Lord’s being 
the long promifed Meffiah, and were therefore re- 
folved to fet him up for their king by main 
force. But he, knowing the mifchief of fuch 
a defign, conftrained his difciples (who, per- 
haps, were forward enough to join with the mul- 
titude) immediately to take fhipping, and fail 
for Capernaum. Having thus fent away the dif- 
ciples, Our Lord, after fpending fome time. in 


delivering heavenly inftructions to the multitude, 


difmiffed them, and then retired to the fummit 
of a mountain, where he fpent the remainder of 
the night in meditation and prayer. 

In the mean ume the fhip in which the apoftles 
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were was fo toffed about by a dreadful ftorm that 
they could make but little way towards their in- 
tended port. The waves ran fo high, and the 
wind was fo contrary, that, when morning ap- 
peared, they had not got more than a league on 
their voyage. While they were in this diftreffed 
fituation their heavenly Mafter (who had beheld 
them from the mountain) came to their affift- 
ance, walking on the foaming furface of the fea, 
As foon as they beheld him they were ftruck 
with aftonifhment, and, taking him for a Spirit, 
fhrieked for fear. But Our Lord foon removed 
the horrors of their minds, by informing them 
who he was. Be of good cheer, {aid he: Jt is I; 
be not afraid. 

Peter, who was aman of a more warm and 
forward temper than the reft, beholding Jefus 
walking on the fea, was exceedingly amazed, 
and conceived the ftrongeft defire of being ena- 
bled to perform fo wonderful an action. Accor- 
dingly, without the leaft reflection, he immedi- 
ately befought his Mafter that he would order 
him to come to him on the water. He did not 
doubt but that Jefus would gratify his requeft, 
as it fufficiently intimated that he would readily 
undertake any thing, however difficult, at his 
command. 

To convince this forward difciple of the weak- 
nefs of his faith, and render him more diffident 
of his own ftrength, Our Bleffed Lord was 
pleafed to grant his requeft, by ordering him to 
come to him upon the water, Peter joyfully 
obeyed the Divine command ,; he left the boat, 
and walked on the furface of the fea. But the 
wind increafing made a dreadful noife, and the 
boifterous waves at the fame time threatened 
every moment to overwhelm him. His faith 
was now ftaggered, and his prefence fof mind 
forfook him: he forgot that his Saviour was at 
his hand; and in proportion as his faith de- 
creafed, the waters yielded, and he funk. In 
this extremity he looked around for his Matter ; 
and, when on the brink of being fwallowed up, 
cried out, Lord, fave me! Wiis cry was not dif- 
regarded by his compaffionate Saviour: He 
Stracketh forth bis kand and caught kim, and faid 
unto him, O theu of little faith, wherefore didft 
thou doubt? He then fet him again upon the 
top of the water, and walked with him to the 
veffel, which they had no fooner entered, than 
the winds ceafed, and the ftorm fubfided. This 
miracle greatly aftonifhed the reft of the difei- 
ples, who, proftrating themfelves before their 
great Mafter, acknowledged his Ominipotence, 
and admired the divinity of his power and per- 
fon, faying, of a truth thou art the Son of God. 

The veffel having gained the intended port 
Our Lord proceeded with his difciples to Caper- 
naum, whither his arrival was no fooner known 
than he was followed by prodigious numbers of 
people from various parts of the country, who 
brought with them their ck and difeafed to be 
healed. Our Lord, ever ready and willing t 
liften to the petitions of the diftreffed, immedi- 
ately fet about performing the like beneficent 
acts he had heretofore done; but the multiplicity 
of the fupplicants was fo great that it was incan- 
venient for him to beftow particular attention of 
each of them. In confequence of this .they 
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earneftly befought him, shat they might only touch 
the bem of bis garment: and as many as touched: 
ewevre made perfelily whole. ; 

The multitude, whom Our Lord had mira- 
culoufly fed in the defert, were in expectation of 
‘nding him, the next morning, on the moun- 
tain: they had feen the difciples take fhipping 
without their mafter, and no other veffel left for 
him, and therefore did not doubt but they fhould 
very readily meet with him. After fearching for 
hin fome time in vain, they concluded he muft, 
by fome means or other, have followed his dif- 
ciples, and having an opportunity of other vef- 
fels from Tiberias, the greater part of them em- 
barked, and went over to Capernaum, where 
they found him teaching in the fynagogue. Af- 
tonifhed at feeing him there, they defired to 
know of him how be got thither? But, inftead 
of gratifying their curiofity, Our Lord, who 
knew their corrupt expectations, and that they 
came after him, not fo much from his miracu- 
lous gifts, as the gratification of their own ap- 
petites, took occafion from thence to difcourfe 
to them on a artain food different from what he 
had given them in the defert, a food which in- 
finitely more deferved their notice, and whereof 
the manna in the wildernefs was no more than a 
figure, or type. What this food was he figni- 
fied tothem, viz. the merits of his future death 
and paffion, which alone could be available for 
the obtaining of eternal life to fuch as believed 
in his Divine Miffion. 

But thefe fublime truths, which, for the pre- 
fent, Our Lord thought proper to couch in figu- 
rative terms, fo perplexed the intellects of the 
greater part of his hearers, that, miftaking the 
words in a 4iteral, which he intended in a /piri- 
tual, fenfe, they immiediately left the fynagogue, 
and great numbers, who, for a long time, had 
been his ftri& followers, totally deferted him. 

When Our Lord faw fo. many of the people, 
whom he knew to have been long his followers, 
quit the fynagogue, he began to call in queftion the 
fidelity of his very apoftles: and therefore, turn- 
ine himfelf to them, he faid, Will ye eljo go 
ewiyv? To this Peter (in behalf of all the reft) 
antwered, Lord, to wom fhall we go? Thou haft 
the words of eternal life! dnd wz: beheve and are 
furs, that thow art that Chrift, the Son of the 
icing Ged. But, notwith{tanding this liberal 
and frank confefion, Our Lord gave them to 
underftand, that they were not equally found, 
for among the twelve whom he had _felected, 
Onc of them fhould prove a traitor. By this he 
weant Judas Ifeariot, who, from his conduct 
afterwarcls, juitly deferved that epithet. oo 

‘The feafon of the grand paffover being near 
athand, Our Bleffed Lord, accompanied by his 
diuciples, went to Jerufalem to attend that ce- 
Tuinony. But while he was there, the Jews be- 
ing ofiended at his difcourfe in the fynagogue of 
Carernaum, formed a defign againtt his life, of 
which Our Lord being informed, after the fefti- 
val was over, he left the citv, and retired into 
Galllee, 

Soon after Our Lord's rerurn into Galilee, a 
certain number of Scribes and Pharifees were 
nt thither froin Jerufilem, in order to be fpies 
“pon his actions, and to fcrutinize upon his dac- 
wine, Thefe men obferving, that, when he and 

41 


. From. the Birth of Ciirist, to bes Afcenfion into Heavin. 


$25 
his difciples were to eat, they frequently fat down 


r without wafhing their hands, contrary to the 


common cuftom of the Jews, which (as they 
pretended) was founded upona tradition, expoftu- 
lated with him on the reafon for fo doing. But 
Our Lord, inftead of giving them any direct 
anfwer, put a queftion to them by way of re- 
crimination, viz; Why they, by their pretended 
traditions, vacated the laws of God, particularly; 
that fo folemn a one of Lonouring their parents, and 
relieving them in their wants? Having put this 
queftion, Our Lord, confidering them as fo 
many hypocrites with whom he did not chufe to 
hold any farther converfe, turned himnfelf to the 
multitude, and informed them, “ that true piety 
© did not confit in ovtwerd ceremonies, but in a 
«¢ fiucere obfervance of the laws of God; that 
* no pollution could be in what entered into a 
** man’s mouth, but only in what proceeded from 
“it; for (as he afterwards explained it to his 
** difciples) whatever we eat does not affect the 
“ mind, the only feat of deflemencs, for it pafles 
“ into the ftomach, and is thrown out of the 
* body, fo that, be it never fo grofs or unclean, 
“ it cannot pollute the eater. All the pollution 
“is from within, from the corruption of the 
“ heart, fuch as impure thoughts, unchafte de- 
“ fires, unholy purpofes, immode{t and inde- 
“ cent fpeeches, &c. Thefe are the things that 
“ leave a lafting fae upon the foul, which a 
“ thing, fo merely externa/ as omitting to wafh 
‘© before meat, cannot do.” 

This was a doctrine which was far from being 
agreeable tothe Pharilees; but they were a fet 
of people, whofe cenfure he juttly defpiled, 
blind leacersof the bhnd, (as he very properly 
called them) whofe vain ¢raditions, as having 
nothing of Divine izfiitusion in them, it was his 
purpofe to abolifh. 

From Galilee Our Lord went to the coafts of 
Tyre and Sidon, where he entered into an houfe, 
with a defign of concealing himfelf from the 
multitude. He had not, however been long 
there before a Syro-Pheenician woman, hearing 
where he was, went to him, and earncitly re- 
quefted that he would cure her daughter, who 
was fadly tormented with a devil. Our Lord 
(for the trial of her faith) feemed, at firft, to 
take no notice of her, until his difciples, to get 
rid of her importunities, befought him to grant 
her requeit, and difinifs her. Our Lord told them 
then his miniftry was confined to the people of 
Judea, nor was he properly fent to any, but the 
loft fheep of the Eloufe of Ifracl. Allthis the poor 
woman heard, but fo far was fhe froin being 
difcouraged, that, advancing nearer, fhe threw 
herfelf proftrate at the feet of Jefus, worlhipped 
him, acknowledged his divinity, and prayed, 
faying, Lord help ne. 

The compafionate Redeemer of mankind now 
condefcended to fpeak to her, but with words 
feemingly fufficient to have difcouraged every 
farther attempt; nay, to have filled her with 
bitter diflike to his perfon, though fhe had con- 
ceived fuch high and diltinguithed notions of 
his mercy and favour. IJ¢ is not nieet (faid he) 
to take the children’s bread, and to cajl it to doxs. 
It is not juftice to deprive the Jews, who are the 
children of the covenant, the defcendants of A- 
braham, of any part of thofe bleffings which I. 
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came into the world to beftow, efpecially to you, 
who are aliens and ftrangers from the common- 
wealth of Ifrael. 

But, fevere as this anfwer was, it neither 
fhook the poor woman’s humility, nor overcame 
her patience. She meekly anfwered, Trush, 
Lord ; yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall 
from tkeir mafter’s table. As if fhe had faid, 
«© Let me enjoy that kindnefs which the dogs 
of any family are not denied; from the abun- 
dance of cures which thou beftoweft on the Jews, 
drop this one to me, who am a poor diftreffed 
heathen: for they will fuffer no greater lofs by 
it, than the children of afamily do by the crumbs 
which are caft to the dogs.” 

Our Bleffed Lord having thus put the wo- 
mian’s faith to the moft fevere trial, and being 
convinced that fhe poffeffed a juft idea of his 
power and goodnefs, as well as of her own un+ 
worthinefs, wrought with pleafure the cure fhe 
Sslicited in behalf of her daughter; and, at the 
fame time, gave her faiththe praifes it fo juftly 
merited. Oweman ! (faid he) great is thy faith, 
be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And ber daugh- 
ter was made whole from that very hour. 

After performing this miracle, Our Lord left 
the coaft of Sidon, and proceeded eaftward towards 
Decapolis, in his way to which he cured a poor 
man who was both deaf and dumb, by only 
touching his tongue, and putting two of his fin- 
gers into hisears. The fame of this miracle was 
{pread through every part of the country ; and 
therefore, to avoid the prodigious crowds of pco- 
ple that gathered together in conhfequence there- 
of, Our Lord retired to a defert mountain near 
the Sea of Galilee. But the folitary retreats of 
the wilderncls were unable to conceal this benefi- 
cent Saviour of the human race. ‘The people 
foon difcovered his retreat, and brought to him 
from all quarters the fick, the lame, the duinb, 
the blind, and the maimed; all of whom he gra- 
cioully relicved from their refpective complaints, 
to the great, altonifhment of the furrounding 
fpectators. The multitude wondered, when they 
jaw the dumb to fpeak, the maimed to be wkole, 
the lame to walk, and the blind to fee, end they 
glrified the Ged of Ifrael. 

Vhe various works performed by the Bleffed 
Redeemer detained the multitude in the defert 
with him three days, during which time they 
confumed all the provifions they had broughe 
into this folirary place. But Jefus would not 
fend them away fafting, left any who had fol- 
lowed him fo far frem their habitations fhould faint 
in their return home. Accordingly he again 
exerted his Almighty power, by miraculoufly 
feeding the whole multitude, which amounted to 
four thoufand men (befides women and children) 
with only fever loaves, anda few fmall fifkes. 

After Our Lord had thus miraculoufly fed the 
people, he difmified them, and went, with his 
difciples, into diftrict called Dalmanutha, a part 
of the territories of Magdala. Here he was 
vifited by many Pharifees and Sadducees, who 
having heard that he had a fecond time fed the 





* This city was fituated near the head of the river Jordan, 
and was, by the Canaanites, called Laith ; but, being ta- 
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multitude in a miraculous manner, were fearfuj 
that the common people would acknowledge him 
for the Meffiah ; and therefore determined openly 
and publickly to endeavour to confute his pre.. 
tenfions to that character. To effect this they 
boldly demanded of him a fign from heaven, 
whereby they might be convinced that he was the 
tsue and long promifed Meffiah. . 

lf the minds of thefe obftinate people had 
been open to conviction, the proofs which Our 
Lord was daily giving them would have been 
more than fufficient to have eftablifhed the truth 
of his miffion, But they were not defirous of 
being convinced ; and to that alone, and not to 
want of evidence, or of capacity in themfelves, 
it was owing, that they refufed to acknowledge 
Our Saviour to be the perfon foretold by the pro. 
phets. Their difpofition was abfolutely incorrj- 
gible ; which made Our Lord declare that the 
fign they fought fhould never be given them, and 
that the only fign they were to expeét was, that 
of the prophet Jonas, or the miracle of his own 
refurrection : a fign, indeed, much greater than 
any fhewn by the antient prophets, and confe- 
quently a fign which demonitrated that Jefus was 
far fuperior to them all. 4 wicked and adultercus 
gentration fecketh after a fign, and there fhall no 
Sign be given unto it; but the fign of the pro- 
phet Fonas. 

After Our Lord had removed the impertinent 
curiofity of the Pharifees and Sadducees, he 
embarked with his difciples on board a fhip, in- 
tending to goto Bethiaida. His difciples, in the 
hurry of wheir departure, had forgot to take 
bread with them; and therefore, when Our 
Lord, on the paffage, cautioned them to take 
care of the /eaven of the Pharifees and Saddu- 
cees, they took the meaning of his words in a 
literal fenfe, and imagined he meant they fhould 


| mot purchafe bread of thofe heathenifh people. 


Upon this Our Lord firft gently reproved them 
for the blindnefs of their underftandings and the 
fhortne{s of their memories, in having fo foon 
forgotten his miraculous multiplication of the 
loaves and fithes at two different times ; and then 
gave them to underftand that his words did not 
concern the leaven of bread, but the corrupt 
Dottrines of the Pharifees and Sadducees. 

As foon as Our Bleffed Lord landed at Beth- 
faida, the people brought unto him a blind man, 
earneftly requefting that he would be pleafed to 
reftore him to fight. The inhabitants of this 
city had, by their perverfenets and infidelity, fo 
offended Our Lord, that when they prefented 
this man to him for cure, he would not do it in 
the city in fight of the multitude; but, taking 
him out at the gate, he anointed his eyes with 
fpitele, and then laid his hands on them. ‘The 
man, at firlt, faw objects indiftinétly, men like 
trees walking; but when Our Lord laid his 
hands on him the fecond time, his fight was 
perfectly reftored, and he faw every man 
clearly. 


From Bethfaida Our Lord retired into the 


territories of Czefarea Philippi*, where, being 


inclined 





ken by fome of the Danites, it was by them called Dan. 
Augultuy Ciefar gave it (togetler with all the territories be- 
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‘Ynclined to make fome trial of his apoftles faith 
and proficiency, he -afked them this queftion: 
Whom do men fay that J, the Son of Man, am? 
To which they. replied, Some fay, tbat thou art 
obn the Bapiift: forme Elias; and others, Fere- 
mias, or one of the prophets. The people in ge- 
neral miftook the character of (Our Saviour, be- 
caufe he did not affume that outward pomp and 
grandeur with which they fuppofed the Meffiah 
would be adorned. Our Lord was therefore de- 
firous of knowing what idea/his-difciples formed 
of liis character, as they had long enjoyed the 
benefit of his -doétrine and miracles. He ac- 
cordingly alked, What they themfelves under- 
ftood him to be? To which Simon Peter (in 
the name of the reft) replied, Thou art the Chrift, 
the Son of the living God. This confeffion Our 
Lord not only atlowed to be true, and what was 
confirmed by the atteftation of God himfelf, but, 
in allufion to Peter’s name (which fignifies a 
rock) promifed that he fhould have a principal 
hand in eftablifhing his kingdom; and that the 
Chriftian church fhould be ereéted on his la- 
bours, as on a folid foundation, never to be de- 
ftroyed. © And I fay alfo unto thee, That thou 
* art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
“church: and the gates of hell fhall not pre- 
« yail againftit. And I will give unto thee the 
« keys of the kingdom of heaven +: and what- 
“ foever thou fhalt bind onearth fhall be bound 
“ in heaven: and whatfoever thou fhalt loofe on 
« earth fhall be loofed in heaven.” 

After delegating this power to Peter, Our 
Lord ftrictly forbade all his difciples to tell any 
man that he was the Mefliah; becaufe it had 
been decreed, in the courts of heaven, that he 
fhould be rejected by the rulers of Jerufalem 
as a talie Chrift, and fhould fuffer the pains of 
death ; circumftances which (if generally known) 
could not fail of giving his followers great 
offence, as they did not yet underftand the true 
nature of his kingdom. 

‘The heavenly difcourfes which the apoftles had 
repeatedly heard from their Divine Mafter had, 
no doubz, filled their minds with the moft lofty 
Inaginations; and therefore Our Lord thought 
proper to acquaint them with the fufferings he 
was toundergo, in order to check any fond ex- 
pectations they might ‘entertain of temporal 
power. But this was a fubject very difagreable 
to the ears of Peter, who giving intimation 
thereof, Our Lord fharply rebuked him, and 
thea told him and his fellow apoftles, that all 
who intended to fhare with him in the glory of 
the heavenly Canaan muft deny themfelves; 
that is, they muft be always ready to renounce 
every worldly pleafure, and even life itfelf, when 
the caufe of religion required it. He alfo told 
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longing to it) to Herod the Great. He, after rebuilding. 
the place, gave it, (with the tetrarchy of Iturea and Tra- 
thonitis to which it adjoined) to his yougeft fon Philip, who, 
when he had enlarged and beautified it, fo as to make it the 
“pital of his dominions, and chief place of his refidence, 
Save it the name of C:efarea Philippi, purely to compliment 
Viberius Cefar, who was then emperor; partly to preferve 
the memory of his own name; and partly, to diftinguith 


« from another Cafarea (mentioned in Aas x. 1.) fituated 
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them, that in this life chey muft expe& to meet 
with troubles and difappeintments, and that 
whoever intended tobe his difciple, muft sake up 
bis crofs daily and follow him. 

In order'to add to the weight of this argu- 
ment, and enforce the neceflity of felf-denial, 
Our Lord told his difciples that a day was fixed 
for diftributing rewards and punifhments to 
all the fhuman race: that he himfelf was ap- 
pointed by the Father ‘us univerfil judge; fo 
that his enemies could not flatter themfelvcs 
with the hope of efcaping the punifhments they 
deferved, nor his friends be afraid of lofing their 
eternal reward. He farther told them, that he 
fhould not appear to judge the world in his low 
and defpifed condition, but magnificently array~ 
ed both in his own and his Father’s glory: that 
he fhould not be attended by twelve weak difci- 
ples, but furrounded by miriads of czleftial {pi- 
rits, with numberlefs hofts of mighty angels: 
nor fhould his rewards be the great offices and 
large poffeflions of a temporal kingdom ; but the 
joys and comforts of immortality. 

Thus did the Blefféd Jefus fully explain to his 
difciples the true nature of his kingdom; but, 
left his doétrine of being appointed the univerfal 
judge might appear incredible to them at that 
time, on account of his humiliation, he told 
them, that fome who then heard hiin fpeak fhould 
not tafte of death till they faw him coming in 
his kingdom. Verily, I fay unto you, There be 
fome fianding bere, which foall net tafte cf Ceatiy 
till they fee the Son of man coming in his kingdom. 
There are fome here prefent that fhall not die 
till they fee a faint reprefentation of the glory in 
which I fha!l come at the laft day. 

It was not long before this Divine prediction 
was moft amply fulfilled. About eightdays after, 
Our Lord being with the multitude in the coun- 
try of Czfaria Philippi, left them in the plain, 
and, accompanied only by his three moft 
intimate apoftles, Peter, James, and John, af- 
cendedavery high mountain, where, while he 
was employed in prayer, he was fuddenly trans- 
formed into another kind of appearance, His 
face became radiant and dazzling, fhining like 
the fun in his meridian clearnefs. His garment 
acquired a fnowy whitenefs, far beyond any thing: 
human art could produce: a whirenefs bright as 
the light, and fweetly refulgent, but in a degree 
inferior to the radiance of his countenance. And 
to heighten the grandeur and folemnity of the 
fcene, Mofes, the great law giver of Ifrael, and 
Elias, appeared in the béauties of immortality, 
in the robes which adorn the inhabitants of the 
heavenly Canaan, and familiarly converfed with 
him on the fubject of his future fufferings and 
death. “ 

t 





on the Mediterranean, and which was built by his father in 
honour of his great benefaétor Auguftus C2far. i 
+ Peter is here to be confidered as one who aéted in the 
name of all the reft of the difciples ; and when Chrift fays, 
Lwill givennte thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven, he 
means no more, than that all thofe who followed his exam- 
le fhould, in the end, reap the advantages ariling froin 
uch virtuous and pious conduct. 
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At the time this transfiguration took place Our 
Lord’s three difciples had fallen afleep, but 
waking while the three heavenly meffengers 
were in converfe, they were exceedingly furprized 
and terrified at the figh of fo much glory and 
majefty. Peter, indeed, begged of his Mafter, 
that they might continue in that happy place : 
Mafter (faid he) it is good for us to be bere; and 
let us make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one 
Sor Mofes, and one for Elias. Yie imagined that 
Jefus had now affumed his proper dignity ; that 
Elias was come according to the prediction of 
the prophet Malachi, and that the Meffiah’s 
kingdom was at length begun. He therefore 
thought it neceffary to provide fome accommo- 
dation for his mafter and his auguft companions, 
intending, perhaps to bring the reft of the dif- 
ciples, with the multitude, from the plains be- 
low, to behold his matchlefs glory. 

But while Peter was talking, and arguing 
with himfelf, on the fight before him (fcarce 
knowing what he faid in his fright and tranfport) 
abright fhining cloud came over them, and a 
voice from thence proclaimed, This is my be- 
loved Sen, in whom I am well Pe eae ye him, 
At the found of thefe words, the apoftles were 
ftruck with a much greater confternation than 
before, and proftrating themfelves on the 
ground, continued in that pofture for fome time, 
tl at length the Bleffed Jefus approached, and 
difpelled their fears, by faying, Arife and be not 
afraid. And when they had lifted up their eyes, 
they fare no macn, fave Fefus only, 

Our Bleffed Lord, after continuing all night 
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Our Bleed Lord cures a youth who was dreadfully tormented with an evil fpirit. 
death to his difciples, to whom he recommends bumility and forgivenefs of injurics. 
cuftom of the country by paying the tribute, which he raifes by a miracle. 
city of Samaria, which would not receive him in 

Exempts the woman taken in adultery from the punifhment annexed 

Preaches to the people the myfteries of Chriftianity, and promifes eternal 

Perfers Mary's choices and both teaches and encourages bis difciples to pray. In- 

Preaches againfs Covetoufnefs, and exborts the pecple t 


tude at the Feaft of Tabernacles. 
by the ‘jews to that crime. 
life to his difciples. 
verghs againft the Scribes and Pharifees. 
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with his three difciples on the mountain, re. 
turned, early the next morning to the plain, 
charging them to conceal what they had feéy 
till after he was rifen fromthe dead. He well 
knew that the world, and even his own difciples, 
were not yet able to comprehend the meaning of 
his transfiguration, and that if ithad been publifhed 
before his refurre€tion, it might have appeared in- 
credible, becaufe nothing but afflictions and 
perfecutions had hitherto attended him. He was 
truly a man of forrews and acquainted with grief. 

But the doctrine of the refurrection, to which 
the transfiguration alluded, was what greatly 
puzzled the apoftles; befides which they were 
greatly furprized, at th@®@fudden departure of 
Elias, and could not comprehend what the 
Scribes and Pharifees meant by having afferted 
that that prophet was to come upon the earth be- 
fore the Meffiah. They, therefore, after long 
debating among themfelves, afked their Matter 
this queftion: Why fay the Scribes that Elias muft 
Frft come? To this Our Lord anfwered, thar 
Elias fhould truely come firft, according to the 
prediction of the prophet Malachi, and reftere 
all things ; but, at the fame time he affured them, 
that he was, in effect, come already, and that he 
had received the like bad treatment from his 
countrymen, that himfelf, ina fhort time had 
reafon to expect. But I fay unto you that Elias 
is come already, and they knew him not, but bave 
done unto him whatfoever they lifted: likewise 
Shall alfo the Son of man fuffer of them. Then the 
difciples underftcod that be fpake unto them of Fobn 
the Baptift. 
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bis journey to Ferufalem. Harongues the multi- 
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S Our Bleffed Lord was defcending from 
A the mount with his three difciples, after 
his transfiguration, he faw a great multitude fur- 
rounding the nine whom he had left in the plain, 
and on his nearer approach found that they and 
the Scribes were in deep debate together. The 
Bleffed Jefus afked the Scribes what was the 
fubje&t of their debate with his difciples: to 
which one of the multitude anfwered, “ Matter, 
«* T have a fon who hath an evil fpirit: and 
“© wherefoever he taketh him, he teareth him ; 


“© and he foameth and gnafheth with his teeth, 
«¢ and pineth away: and I fpake to thy difciples, 
« that they fhould caft him out, and they could 
“© not.” 

It was evident from this anfwer being made by 
one of the multitude, that the Scribes had been 
difputing with the difciples on their not being 
able to cure this afflicted youth. Perhaps their 
making this unfuccefsful attempt had given the 
Scribes the opportunity of boafting, that a devil 
was at length found which neither they de ae 
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Matter were able toconquer. This feems to be 
indicated by the manner in which Our Saviour 
addreffed himfelf to thefe arrogant people. Ob 
aithlefs generation (fays he) how long shall I be 
with you? How long fhall I 'fuffer you? Will 
no miracles ever be able to convince you? Muft 
1 always bear with your perverfenefs ? You have 
furely feen fufficient demonftrations of my power, 
notwithftanding which ye ftili difcover the moft 
criminal infidelity. 

After Our Lord had fpoken in this manner to 

. the Scribes, he turned himfelf to the father of 
the young man, and faid, bring thy fon thither. 
The man inftantly obeyed the Divine command, 
but no fooner was the youth brought in fight of 
his deliverer than the evil fpirit attacked him, as 
it were, with double fury, the /pirit tare him, and 
he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. Our 
Bleffed Lord could eafily have prevented this 
attack ; but he permitted it, that the minds of 
the fpeétators might be impreffed with a more 
lively idea of the diftrefs of the youth. And 
for the fame reafon it was, that he afked the fa- 
ther, how long he had been in this deplorable 
condition ? To which the afflicted parent re- 
plied, Of achild. And oft times it hath caft him 
into the fire, and into the waters to deftroy him: 
but if thou canft do any thing, have compaffion on 
us, aud help us. 

The inability of Our Lord’s difciples to caft 
out this fpirit had greatly difcouraged the afflicted 
father, and the exquifite torture of his fon, to- 
gether with the remembrance of its long conti- 
nuance, fo difpirited him, that he began to fear 
this poffeffion was even too great for the power 
of Jefus hirofelf, as the Scribes had ftrongly af- 
ferted ; and therefore he could not help expref- 
fing his doubts and fears onthe occafion. But 
the Bleffed Jefus, to make him fenfible of his 
miftake, faid to him, Jf thou canft believe, all 
things are poffible to him that believeth, On 
which the father cried out with tears, Lord, I 
believe, help thou mine unbelief. The vehement 
manner in which he fpoke caufed the people to 
gather together from every quarter, and in the 
prefence of the whole multitude Fefus rebuked 
the foul fpirit, faying unto him, Thou dumb fpi- 
rity 1 charge thee, come out of him, and enter no 
more into him. — No fooner was the powerful exit 
pronounced, than the devil, with a hideous 
noife, and convulfing the fuffering patient in the 
moft deplorable manner, came out, leaving the 
youth fenfelefs, and without motion: till Jefus, 
taking him by the hand, reftored him to his 
fenfes, and delivered him perfeétly recovered to 
his father. 

During the whole of this tranfaction, the nine 
dilciples remained totally filent. They were, 
doubtlefs, vexed to think, that they had loft, by 
fome fault,of their own, the power of working 
miracles, [ately conferred upon them by their 
Mafter ; and for this reafon were afraid to afk 
him the caufe of it in the prefence of the multi- 
tude. However, as foon as they had retired to 
private place, they befought Our Lord to tell 
them, why they failed in their attempt to heal 
that remarkable youth? To which Jefus re- 
Plied, Recaufe of your unbelicf. But, to give 
them fome encouragement, he added, If ye bave 
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faith, nothing foall be impoffible unto you. Nothing 
fhall be too great for you to accomplith, when 
the glory of God, and the good of the church 
are concerned, provided you have a proper de- 
gree of faith. 

From the Mount of Transfiguration Our Lord 
proceeded through feveral parts of Galilee to- 
wards Capernaum, in the way to which he ac- 
quainted his apoftles, the fecond time, with his 
approaching death and refurrection, at the fame 
time defiring them to take particular notice of 
what he faid. But the hopes of a temporal king- 
dom had fo forcibly impreffed their minds, that 
they found it very difficult to believe, or con- 
ceive, what he faid, and yet they were afraid to 
afk him for an explanation. 

Soon after this, and while they were ftill on 
their journey, there arofe a difpute among the 
apoftles which of them fhould have the chief 
place of dignity in their Matter’s kingdom, {til 
dreaming of a temporal fovereignty. This Our 
Saviour, by his Divine Spirit, knew ; and there-~ 
fore, to give a proper check to their ambitious 
thoughts, he firft informed them, that the only 
way for any man to become great in his king- 
dom, was io be lowly in his own eiteem; and 
then calling a licde child, and fetting him in the 
midit of them, he propofed him as a pattern of 
meeknefs and humility. Verily I fay unto you, 
except ye be converted, and become as hittle cb i- 
dren, ye fhall not enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
Unlefs ye be humbled by the power of Divine 
grace, and brought to a due fenfe of the vanity 
of all earthly preferments, riches and honours, 
and become meek and humble in fpirit, ye thall 
be fo far from becoming the greateft in my king- 
dom, that ye fhall not even enter its borders. 
But whofoever fhall be fatisfied with the ftation 
in which God has placed him, receive with 
meeknefs all the Divine inftruétions, however 
contrary to his own inclinations, and prefer 
others tohimfelf, that man is really the greateft 
in my kingdom. Whofoever, therefore, foall 
humble pbimfelf, as this little child, the fame is 
greateft in the kingdom of heaven. He likewife 
cautioned them againft doing the leaft injury, 
or giving any offence, to fuchas believed in him, 
even though they were little children. Whofoe- 
ver (faid he) foall offend one of thefe little ones 
that believe in m+, it were better for him that a 
millftone were banged about his neck, and bz were 
caft into tke fea. And to remove the occafion 
of all fuch offences, he exhorted them to mor- 
tify their inordinate affections, though they were 
as dear to them as an eye, an hand, or a foot, 
becaufe his heavenly Father (like a diligent fhepr 
herd that delights in the recovery of a ftray 
fheep) would not that any believer fhould 
perifh. 

Having faid thus much, Our Lord next pro- 
ceeded to lay before his apoftles fome excellent 
rules relative to Brotherly reproof, church cen- 
fures, and Forgivenefs of injuries. The more 
ftrongly to enfore the laft duty, he related to 
them the parable of a certain king, who, calling 
his fervants to account, found that one of them 
owed him an immenfe fum, no lefs than ten thou- 
fand talents, which, upon his infolvency, and 
humble petition, he freely forgave. The wretch, 
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who had received this indulgence, was no fooner 
out of the king‘s prefence, than he feized upon 
his fellow-fervant for a trifling debt of only an 
hundred pence, and caft him into prifon, even 
though he had ufed the fame pathetic intreaties 
to him, that himfelf had done to the king his 
mafter : which, when the king came to under- 
ftand, he fent for the ungrateful monfter, up- 
braided him with his bafenefs and cruelty, and, 
in arage, ordered him to prifon, till he fhould 
difcharge the whole of his own debt. nd jo 
hikewife (fays our Lord in the application) /ball 
my beavenly Father deal with all fuch as will not 
forgive their brother’s trefpaffes. 

While Our Bleffed Lord was giving thefe in- 
ftructions to his difciples, he was interrupted by 
James and John, the two fons of Zebedee, who 
informed him that a certain ftranger had caft 
out devils in his name, but that he had forbidden 
him becaufe he did not join himfelf to their com- 
pany. Our Lord was far from approving of 
this their conduct, becaufe he looked upon it as 
a fure argument, that whoever did miracles in 
his name could be no enemy to his perfon. For- 
bid him not: (fays he) for there is no man which 
fall do a miracle in my name, that can lightly fpcak 
evil of ie. 

‘This interruption of James and John finifhed 
the difcourfe for the prefent, and our Lord, with 
his apoftles, profecuted their journey for Caper- 
naum. ‘They had no fooner arrived at that city, 
than the collectors of a certain tribute for the 
ufe of the temple came to Peter, and afked him 
if his mafter would pay it? Peter promifed that 
their demand fhould be fatisfied; but, on a 
more mature confideration, he was fearful of 
afking his mafter concerning his paying the tax 
on any pretence whatever. Our Lord was no 
itranger to what had happened, and the confe- 
quences arifing therefrom, namely, Peter’s fears 
for having made the promife of payment with- 
eut having firft mentioned it to his mafter. As 
foon, therefore as Our Lord faw Peter, he faid 
unto him, What thinkeft thou, Simcen? Of whom 
do the kings of the earth take cuftem or tribute ? 
Of their own children, or of firangers? Peter re- 
plied, Of firangers. Our Lord rejoined, then 
are the ckildren free; rmaeaning, that as he was 
himfelf the Son of the great King, to whonr 
heaven, earth, and fea belong, he had no right 
to pay tribute to any earthly monarch whatever, 
becaufe he held nothing by a derived right. But 
the Bleffed Jefus was always careful to avoid 
giving any offence, and therefore refolved to ac- 
quiefce in the payment of the tribute demanded, 
which he obtained by means the moft miraculous 
that can be conceived. He ordered Peter to 
take a line and hook, go to the fea, and throw 
it in, and that in the mouth of the firft Sth that 
came up he fhould find a piece of money equal 
to the fum demanded of them both. ‘ot~ 
withftanding, left we fheuld offend them, go thou to 
the fea, and caft an hook, and take up the fifh that 
Sirft cometh up; and when thou baft opened bis 
mouth, thou foalt find a picce of money: that take, 
and give unto them, for me and thee. 

The reafon of Our Lord’s taking this extra- 
ordinary method of paying the tribute money 
was, becaufe the miracle was of fuch a nature 
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as could not fail demonftrating to the people thar 
he was the Son of that God for whofe fervices 
it was gathered. In the very manner, therefore, 
of paying this tribute he fhewed Peter that he 
was free from all taxes; and at the fame time 
gave this ufeful leffon to his followers: that when 
their property: was affected only in a fmall de. 
gree, it was better to recede a little from main- 
taining their juft privileges, than to offend their 
brethren, or difturb the ftate, by an obftinate 
refiftance. 

The time was now approaching for the «cele. 
bration of the Feaft ef Tabernacles, at which 
all the males of the Jewifh nation capable of 
travelling repaired to Jerufalem, and, during 
the whole time of the feaft, dwelt in taberna. 
cles, or booths, made of the boughs of trees, 
in commemoration of their anceftors having hag 
no other habitation during their forty years fo- 
journing in the wildernefs. Too this feaft fome 
of Our Lord’s- relations defired he would ac- 
company them, and there fhew himfelf openly 
to the heads of the Jewith nation. They did 
not themfelves believe that he was the greag 
prophet fo long expected; and condemned the 
method he purfued in the difcharge of his pub- 
lic miniftry. They could not conceive what 
were his reafons for fpending fo much time in 
the deferts, and remote corners of the kingdom, 
while he affumed fo public a charaéter as that of 
the Redeemer of Ifrael. Jerufalem, the feat of 
power, was, in their opinion, much the pro- 
pereft place for him to deliver his doétrines, and 
work his miracles. They thought that if he 
did this before the great and learned men of the 
nation, he might obtain their favour, which 
would have great weight in increafing the num- 
ber of his followers, and might, in the courfe 
of time, induce the whole nation to own him 
for the Meffiah. 

Our Lord well knew the rancorous prejudice 
of the inhabitants of Jerufalem; and therefore 
did not think proper to refide among them any 
longer than was abiolutely neceflary. They had 
more than once attempted his life, and therefore 
there was very little reafon to imagine: that they 
would believe his miracles, or embrace his doc- 
trine; but, on the contrary, that they would, if 
poffible, deftroy him, before he had finithed the 
work, for which he took upon him the veil of 
human nature, and, fora time, refided among 
the fonsof men. My time (faid the Bleffed Je- 
fus to his unbelieving relations) is not yet come; 
but your time is alway ready. The world cannot 
hate you, but me it bateth, becaufe I teftify of tk, 
that the works thereof are evil. Go ye up unto 
this feaft: I go not up yet unto this feaft, for my 
time is not yet full come. As if he had faid, “ It 
is is not proper for me to go up before the feaft 
begins; but you may retire to the eapital when- 
ever you pleafe ; the Jews are your friends, you 
have done nothing to difpleafe them ; but the 
purity of the doctrine I have preached to them, 
and the freedom with which I have reproved their 
hypocrify, and other enormous crimes, have pro- 
voked their malice to the utmoft height ; and 
therefore, as the time of my fufferings is not 
yet come, it is not prudent for me to gq fo foon 
to Jernfalem.” 

"There 
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There was alfo another reafon why. Our Lord came to another place, the inhabitants of which 
did not chufe to accompany his relations to the being not of fo inhofpitable a difpofition as thofe 
Feaft of Tabernacles: the roads were crouded || of the former place, they readily gave accom. 
‘with people, and as they would naturally have |! modation to Jefus and his difciples, who conti- 
gathered round him, and accompanied him the |} nued with them during the courfe of that nighr, 
whole way, it might have given freth offence to Early the next morning they refumed their jour- 
his enemies, and, in a great meafure, have pre- ‘ney, which they profecuted without mecting 
vented his miracles and doétrines taking the de- |] with any inconvenience or interruption from the 
fired effect. He therefore chofe to remain be- people of the reipedive Places through which 
hind till the multitude were all gone, when he e ; : 
fet forward, in as Private a manner as poffible, 
for Jerufalem, accom panied by his twelve apoitles, 
and many others, who had long been his moft 
ftrenuous difciples. 

The neareft way to go from Galilee to Jeru- 
falem was through a Principal part of the pro- 
vince of Samaria, the inhabitants of which en- 
tertained the moft inveterate hatred againft all 
thofe who went up to worfhip in Jerufalem. On 
their journey Our Lord fent two of his apoftles 
before him to a place in Samaria, that they 
might find a proper reception for him againft 
his arrival thither. But when the preju- 
diced Samaritans found the intention of his jour- 
ney was to worfhip in the temple of Jerufalem, 
they refufed to receive either him or his difciples 
into their houfes. 

On the return of the two meffengers with this 
intelligence, James and John were fo exceedingly 
incenied, that they Propofed to their mafter to 
call for fire from heaven to deftroy fuch inhof. 
pitable wretches, alledging, in excufe for fuch 
violent proceedings, the example of the prophet 
Elijah. But Our Bleffed Lord, defirous of dif. 
playing examples of humility on all occafions, 
fharply rebuked them for entertaining fo unbe- 
coming a refentment for fuch an offence. Ye |} 
know not (faid he) what manner of Spirit ye are 
of. Ye are ignorant of the finfulnefs of the dif- 
pofition ye have now expreffed ; nor do ye confi- 
der the difference of times, perfons and difpen- 
fations, The feverity exercifed by Elijah on the 
men who came from Ahab to apprehend him, 
was a juft reproof to an idolatrous king and 
people ; very proper for the times, and very a- 
greeable to the charaéters, both of the propher 
who gave it, and of the offenders to whom it 
Was given; and at the fame time not unfuitable 
to the Mofaic difpenfation. 

But the Gofpel breatheth a very different fpi- | 
rit; and the intention of the Meffiah’s coming 
into the world was not to deftroy, but to fave, 
the lives of the children of men. And (that he 
might prove his doétrine by his pra@tice) when 
ten leprous perfons, who came out of the neigh. ° 
bourhood of that place, whofe inhabitants had 
behaved to him with fuch difrefpe&t, prefented 
themfelves with loud cries to him for elp, his 
compaffion was as ready to relieve, as their xe- 
cefity was to afk; for, while they were going #o 
Shew themfelves to the Prift at Ferujalem (as he 
had direéted) they all found themfelves cured, 
But, fee the great ingratitude of human nature ! 
Of the ten who received this miraculous blefling, 
Only one returned to give their benefactor thanks 
and he was a Samaritan. 

Our Blefled Lord having thus returned good 

or evil, and the greateft kindnefs for the moft 
Palpable affront, proceeded on his journey, and 




















































arrived at Jerufalem he fent out feventy of his 
difciples, two by two together (in the fame man- 
ner as he had before fentout his twelve apottles) 
into thofe parts which he himfelf intended, in 
a fhort time, to vifit, and gave then inftructions 
much of the fame import with thofe which, upon 
the like occafion, he had given to his twelve 
apoftles. 

For fome time after Our Lord's arrival at Je- 
rufalem, he did not appear in public, nor even 
till after the celebration of the Feait of Yaber- 
nacles had commenced, This occafioned great 
difputes among the Jews concerning his charac- 
ter. Some affirmed that he was a true prophet, 
and that his abfenting himfelf from the featt 
could be owing only to accident 3 while others 
as confidently afferted, that he was an impoftor, 
who pra¢tifed a variety of artifices to delude and 
deceive the people. 

At length, about the middle of the time of 
celebrating the feaft, Our Bleffed Lord appeared 
openiy in the temple, and Preached to the peo- 
ple, delivering his doétrines with fuch ftreneth 
of reafon, and fluency of expreffion, that the 
generality of his hearers were altonifhed, parti- 
cularly when they had recollected that he had 
never received the advantage of a learned edu- 
Cation. dud the Jews marvelle, faying, bow 
kncweth this man letters, having never learned ? 

In anfwer to this the great Redeemer told 
them, that his do@rine was not produced by hu- 
man wifdom: that the fages of the world were 
not his inftruétors: that he received his know- 
ledge from heaven ; and that it was the doctrine 
of the Almighty, whofe meffenger he was, My 
doéirine (faid he, that is, the doctrifte I preach) 
#$ not mine, but kis that ent ime, or can he 
who is defirous of practifing the doétrine [| de- 
liver, if he will lay afide his prejudices, and fin- 
cerely defire to be taught of God, be at a lofs 
to know from whom my doétrines are derived ; 
becaufe he will eafily difcern whether they are 
conformable to the will of man, or of God. It 
is no difficult matter to difcover an impottor, be- 
caufe all his precepts will tend to the advance- 
ment of his own intereft, and the gratification 
of his pride: whereas all the doétrines delivered 
by a true prophet have no other end than that of 
the glory of God. He that fpeaseth of himfelf, 
Secketh his own glory; but he that freketh the 
glory of him that [nt bim, the sane is truc, and 
there is no unrighteoulnefs in him. 

But notwith{tanding the ftrength of his argue 
ment, feveral of Our Lord’s mott inveterate ene. 
mies afked, with farcaftical fi urprize, if the bold 
nefs of Jefus, and the filence of the rulers, pro- 
ceeded from their being convinced that he was 
the Meffiah; and at the fame time, to deride his 
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Pretenfions to that high character, faid, that they 

were acquainted both with his parents and rela- 

tions: but that no man, when Chrift appeared, 

would be able to tell from whence he came, 

founding their opinien on thefe words of the 
rophet [faiah, Who fhall declare bis generation ? 
faiah lili. 8. 

In an{wer to this Our Bleffed Lord told them, 
that their knowing his parents and relations was 
no reafon againft his having the prophetic cha- 
racter of the Meffiah. That he was not come 
of himfelf, but was fent from heaven by his F'a- 
ther, who had uttered nothing by his fervants the 
prophets concerning the Meffiah, but what was 
true, and would be amply fulfilled in him: but 
that they were totally ignorant of his gracious 
perfections and counfels, and had no inclination 
to obey his juft commands. That they were 
really ignorant of what the prophets had deli- 
vered concerning the Meffiah; for, had they 
underftood their predictions, they would have 
known that one of his principal characters was, 
to underftand the perfections and will of God 
more fully, and explain them to the fons of men 
mote clearly, than any other meffenger ever be~ 
fore fent from the Moft High. And that would 
they attentively confider the doétrines he deli- 
vwered, they would foon perceive that character 
remarkably fulfilled in him, and be convinced 
that he was the true and long promifed Meffiah. 

Notwithftanding the power and folidity of 
thefe arguments, yet they were far from removing 
the malice and prejudice of Our Lord’s enemies. 
Many of the people, however, convinced by the 
many powerful miracles he had wrought, and 
the unanfwerable reafons he had advanced in fup- 
port of his character, believed in him, and af- 
firmed publicly in the temple, that he was the 
Meffiah, ‘The Scribes and Pharifees were highly 
provoked at this attachinent of the common peo- 
ple to Jefus; and therefore, on the laft and great 
day of the feaft, they met incouneil, and refol- 
ved to fend proper officers to apprehend him, 
and bring him before them, refolving, if pof- 
fible, to find fome aecufation againft him, where- 
by they might be empowered to put him to 
death. 

While the heads of the Jewifh nation were 
concerting thefe meafures againft Our Lord, he 
was employed in preaching the doétrine of the 
Gofpel to the people in the temple, the fubject 
of which was the fhort time he had to remain on 
earth. He told them, that his miniftry was 
drawing to a period, and therefore they fhould, 
during the fhort time it was to laft, be very care- 
ful to improve every opportunity of hearing his 
word : that they fhould liften, with the greateft 
attention, to every difcourfe, in order that their 
minds might be ftored with the truths of the Al- 
mighty, before he returned to his Father; for 
that, after his departure, they fhould earneftly 
with for the fame opportunities of feeing him, 
and hearing his inftructions, but that they fhould 
never obtain them. Yet a little while (aid he) 
am [with you, and then I go unto him that fent 
me. Je fhall feck me, and fhail not find me: 
and where I am, thither ye cannot come. 

The Jews, who did not underftand that Our 
Bleffed Saviour dJluded to his own death, refur- 
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rection, and afcenfion to the right hand of the 
Majefty on high (whither their fins would not 
permit them to follow him) were ftruck with 
amazement at this part of his doctrine, and ima. 
gined, that he intended to leave Judea, and 
preach to their brethren difperfed among the 
Gentiles. But this fuppofition was not fuffici- 
ent; becaufe if he did go and preach among the 
Gentiles, they thought it was not impoffible for 
them to follow him thither. Then faid the Jews 
among themfelves, Whither will be go, that we 
foali not find him? Wrll be go unto the dilperfed 
among the Gentiles? What manner of faying is 
this that be faid, Ye fhall feek me, and doa not find 
me: and where Iam, thither ye cannot come. 

Juft ac the time the Jews were in this ftate of 
furprize and confufion at Our Lord’s myfterious 
expreffion, the water from Siloam was brought 
into the temple, according to the appointment 
of the!prophets Haggai and Zachariah. One 
part of this water they drank with loud accla- 
“mations, in commemoration of the mercy fhewed 
to their anceftors, whe were relieved by a ftream 
which miraculoufly flowed from a rock, and re- 
frefhed a whole nation, then ready to perith with 
thirftin a dry and fandy deferr. ‘Ihe other part 
of the water they poured out as a drink offering 
to God, accompanying it with their prayers, for 
the former or latter rain to fall in its feafon, the 
whole congregation finging the following paf- 
fage: With joy foall ve draw water out of the wells 
of falvation. aiah xii. 3. 

It was the cuftom of Our Bleffed Lord to de- 
liver moral inftructions in allufion to any occur- 
rences that happened in the courfe of his pero 
grinations. Accordingly he took this opportu- 
nity of inviting, in the moft affectionate manner, 
ul who were defirous of knowledge and happi- 
nefs, to come to him and drink, alluding to the 
ceremony they were then performing. And to 
encourage all fuch as were defirous of believing 
in him, he promifed them the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, which he repreiented under the fimilitude 
of a river owing out of their belly. Jf (faid 
he) any man thirft, let bim come unto me, and 
drink. He that believeth on me, as the Scripture 
bath faid, out of kis belly foall flaw rivers of hving 
water. John vii. 37; 38. 

While our Lord was thus preaching to the 
people in the temple, the officers from the coun- 
cil came to apprehend him; but finding that 
the topic of his difcourfe was of avery fingular 
nature, and that he appeared to deliver himfelf 
with remarkable fervour, their curiofity induced 
them to liften to him with the moft ferious atten- 
tion. The confequence of this was, that the 
rage with which they had come was melted away : 
the fweetnefs of his pronunciation, and the plain- 
nefs and perfpicuity of his difcourfe elucidated 
the beauties of truth, and caufed them to fhine 
forth with the moft diftinguifhed luftre. His 
very enemies, therefore, who were come from 
the council on purpofe to apprehend him, were 
aftonifhed : the greatnefs of the fubject, made, 
as it were, vifible by the Divine fpeaker, filled 
their underftandings: the warmth and tendernefs 
with which he delivered himfelf, penetrated their 
hearts ;, they felt new and uncommon emotions, 
and being overwhelmed with the ere 
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their admiration, were fixed in filence and atto- 
rithment: they condemned themfelves for ha- 
ving undertaken the bufinefs on which they were 
fent, and returned without performing it. 

As foon as the officers returned to the council, 
they were afked why they had not brought with 
them Jefusof Nazarcth? They told them they 
could not execute their office, becaufe, faid they, 
never man fpake like this man*, This reply en- 
raged the council, who reviled them for pre- 
fuming to entertain a favourable opinion of one 
whom they had.pronounced an impoftor. It is 
{trange, faid they, that you, who are not igno- 
rant of our fentiments concerning this perfon, 
fhould entertain a favourable opinion of him. 
Has any perton of rank, or celebrated for their 
knowledge of the laws, believed in him? Are 
vot his followers the very dregs of the people, 
who are totally ignorant of all the prophecies 
concerning the Meffiah ? 

‘The officers did not make anfwer to thefé 
railing accufations of their mafters; but Nico- 
demus (who was one of the council, had con- 
verfed with Our Lord, and was, indeed, a fecret 
difciple of his) feeing with what violence his 
enemies were bent againft him, could not: for- 
bear interpoGing in his behalf, by urging the 
unlawfulnefs of condemning a perfon without 
hearing; fo that, after iome reflections thrown 
upon fim, as a favourer of Our Lord, the affem- 
bly broke up without proceeding any farther 
againit him, becaufe, indeed, as yet bis time was 
uot fully cote. 

In the evening of the farne day Our Bleffed 
Lord went to the Mount of Olives, about a 
mile from the city, and where he fomctimes ufed 
to pafs the night with his apoitles. Early the 
next morning he returned to the temple, and, 
as he was teaching the people that were gathered 
ehout him, the Scribes and Pharifees brought 
in a woman taken in the act of adultery, and 
dcfired him to give his judgment in the cafe. 
‘Their purpofe was, to find an occafion of ac- 
cufing him, either for affuming a judicial power 
if he condemned her, or, of nulling the law if 
he acquitted her. But Our Lord (feeming as 
it he did not take notice .of what they faid) 
ftooped down, and wrote fomething t with his 

finger on the duft of the pavement; till, upon 





“ In this anfwer there are two things worthy of particular 
notice, 1ft. The pawer of Chrilt’s preaching to change the 
temper of mens minds ; for thefe men went with hearts alie- 
nated from Chrilt, and with intent to apprehend and carry 
him before the council, but they returned with great admi- 
rition at his excellency and worth. zdly. ‘The honefty and 
integrity of thefe men is very remarkable: for they did not 
rTciurn with a pretence that they feared the multitude, and 
therefore thought it dangerous to apprehend him ; but in- 
Serucufly confefled that they could not prevail wich them- 
‘elves to lay violence hands upon a perfon whofe difcourfes 
‘ere io excellent and divine. : 

t itis generally agreed that, upon this occafion, Our 
Lord wrote fome memorable fentence, or other, but whac 
the fentence was, the conje@tures of learned men have been 
various, he two moft general opinions are, firf, that it 
“as the reproof againft a rigid and uncharitable temper, 
which occurs in his Sermon on the Mount: MW Ahy deholdeft 
thon the mote that és in thy brother’s eye, but confidereft not the 
étam that is in thine own eye? And fecondly (which appears 
the moit probable cf the two) that it was the very words, 
*hich, upon his raifing himfelf up, he pronounced to the 
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their importuning him for an anfwer, he raifed 
himfelf up, and (looking fteadfaftly at them) 
faid, He that is without fin amoug-you, let him caft 
she firft fione}3 after which he again ftooped 
down; and wrote as before; This unexpected 
anfwer baffled the defigns of thefe invidious ac- 
cufers, who; being thoroughly convinced of 
their own crimes, retired one by one, and left 
the woman; fo that when Our Lord raifed him- 
felf up again, and found her only by him, he 
afked what was become of her accufers, and 
whether any one of them had condemned her. 
The woman anfwered in the negative; upon 
which Our Lord faid to her, Nether do T cvz- 
demn thee. Go, and fin no more. ‘Vhe wifdom, 
knowledge and power of Our Bleffed Saviour, 
were eminently difplaved on this occafion : his 
wildom in defending hinfelf again(t the mali- 
cious attempts of his enemies; his knowledge 
in delivering the fecrets of their hearts; and his 
power, in making ufe of their own confciences 
to render their artful intentions abortive. 

After this interruption Our Bleffed Tord re- 
turned to the bufineis of inftructing the people, 
and, in a fublime difcourfe, opened feveral great 
mytteries of Chriftianity, particularly his Divine 
miffion and co-equality with the Father. In 
difplaying the firft of thefe he made ufe of the 
following words: Iam the light of the world: 
he that followe:b me, foall not walk in darknefss 
but foall have the light of life. This affertion 
gave great offence to the Scribes and Pharifees, 
who told him he mutt be a deceiver becaule he 
boafted of himfelf. The reply Our Lord made 
to this was to the following effect: You are 
not to fuppofe that I call mytelf the light of the 
world from a principle of pride and talfhood: 
the title juftly belongs to me; nor would you 
yourfelves refule to acknowledge it, did you know 
from what authority I received my commiffion, 
and to whom, when I have executed it, I muft 
return. But of thefe things ye are totally ig- 
norant: you judge according to outward ap- 
pearances, and condemn me, becavfe I do not 
deftroy thofe (as you vainly think the Meffiah 
will do) who refule co fubmit to his authority. 
But the defign of the Meffiah’s coming is very 
different from your miltaken notions: he is not 
to deftroy, but to fave the children of men. 
Though 





woman's accufers: He that isxvithaut fin among you, let him 
caft the firff fone. John viii. 7. 

t According to the laws of Mofes, the punifiment to be 
inflicted on a perfon convicted of adultery was, that he fould 
be led out of the city, avd froned evith floncs till be wivd, and 
that rhe hands of the wrineffes froutd he firft upon him io put 
hin to death, and afterwards the hands of all the people, 
Deut. xvii. 7. It isin allulion to this paflage that Our oavi~ 
ourfays, Let Aim that 7s avithout fin among you caft the firft 
Jfrone, becaufe it il} becomes thole who are guilty cither ot the 
fame, or greater crimes, to be f> very xea/ous tor the punifh- 
ment of others. This, however, is not meant to prevent thote 
magiltrates, who are catrulted with che execution of the Jaws, 
from putting them in force againl walefafors, even though 
themfelves are not entirely exempt from fin; but it itil re- 
minds them, that they thould execute judgment with compujitit 
and tenderne/s, and as much: moderation as the Jaw will al- 
low them, confidering that they themfelves are not free from 
guilt, but as deferving of punifhmenc for other fins, a5 thote 

oor creatures are, who have fallen into crimes, which are 
punithable by baman judicature. 
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Though I bear record of myfelf, yet my record is 


true: for I know whence I came, and whither IJ 


go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither 
I go. He added, that if he fhould condemn 
any perfon for unbelief, the condemnation would 
be juft, becaufe his miffion was true, being con- 
firmed by his own teftimony, and that of his 
heavenly Father, by whofe authority, and agree- 
able to whofe will, all his fentences would be 
pafied, And yet if I judge, my judgment is true: 
for Iam not alone, but I and the Father that fent 
me. 

Our Bleffed Lord, having thus afferted the 
divinity of his miffion, and fhewn that his judg- 
ment was juft, next proceeded to inform them, 
that the Father himfelf bore witnefs to the truth 
ef his miffion. You furely cannot complain 
even if I fhould punifh you for your unbelief, 
becaufe you are, by your own laws, cominanded 
to believe the teftimony of two witneffes, that 
my miffion is evidently true. The actions of my 
life, which are perfectly agreeable to the cha- 
racter of a meffenger from heaven, bare fuffi- 
cient witnefs of ime, and the Father, by the 
miracles he has enabled me to perform, beareth 
witnefs of me: ye are therefore altogether cul- 
pable in objeéting to my miffion. Ld is written 
ia your law, that the teflimony of two is true. I 
am one that bear wituefs of myfelf, and the Father 
that fent me, beareth witnefs of me. John viii. 
17, 18. 

Having faid this, the Scribes and Pharifees 
afked Our Lord where was the Father, the other 
witnefs to whom he appealed? In anfwer to 
this he told them, that their conduct fufficiently 
demonttrated that they were {trangers both to 
him and his Father; for had they known who 
he was, they muft have known who it was he 
called his Kather. Vhat had they been convinced 
he was the Meffiah, they muft alfo have been 
convinced that the Lather was no other than 
that Omnipotent Being who created and upheld 
all things by the word of his power. Ye neither 
know nie (laid he) nor my father: if ye bad knowin 
me, ye fhould have knecon my father a'fo. 

Atcer Our Lord had faid thus much relative 
to his miffion and co-equality with the Father, 
he proceeded to inform the people of the great 
abilities he had to give eternal life to his follow- 
ers, and the neceffitry there was of believing in 
him, which he faid would be more evident after 
his crucifixion; and thence taking occafion to 
expofe the wickednefs and degeneracy of thofe 
who fought to take away his life, and telling 
them how unlike to the behaviour of the fons of 
Abraham (whom they boafted themfelves to be) 
fuch caufelefs and inveterate malice was, he fo 
provoked them with his fevere reflections, and 
efpecially with the fuperiority which he claimed 
above Abraham, that they took up ftones to 
eaft at him; but Our Lord, by a miraculous 
power, ¢fcaped their malice, and paffing unhurt 
through the crowd, retired out of the temple. 

Before Our Lord left Jerufalem, the feventy 
difciples, whom he had fent to preach the Gol- 
pel, returned from their journey, and miniftry, 
greatly rejoicing, becaufe the very devils, by 
virtue of his name, had been fubjeéted to them. 
Lord (faid they with extacy) even the devils are 
Jubje& unto us, through thy name! Upon this Our 
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Lord promifed them ftill greater fuccefs, and in- 
vefted them with power to tread upon the matt 
venomous beafts, and all the malignant inftru- 
ments of Satan, without the leaft hurt to them- 
felves. He at the fame time gave them affurance 
of a bleffing which was more peculiarly theirs, 
viz. that their names were recorded in heaven ; 
after which he broke out into a tapture of joy; 
glorifying God for having revealed the myfte- 
ries of the Gofpel to the fimple-and ignorant, 
and more particularly to his difciples, who, by. 
virtue of that revelation, enjoyed an happine(s 
which many of the wife and great had in vain 
defired. 

As foon as Our Bleffed Lord had finithed his 
difcourfe with his difciples, a certain feribe, a 
doétor of the law, ftood up, and afked him, 
what was neceffary to be done for the attainment 
of that eternal life which he was fo very liberal 
in promifing to his followers. In antwer to 
this Our Lord remitted him to the law, turn- 
ing his own weapons again{t himfelf. He afked 
him. what was written in the law, of which he 
profeffed himfelf a teacher? The feribe an- 
{wered, Thou fhalt love ibe Lerd thy Ged «ith cll 
thy heart, and with all thy fou’, and w:th all thy 
Strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour 
as thyfelf. To this Our Lord replied, Thou haft 
anfwered right: this do, and thou fo lt live. Per- 
form thefe commands, and thou wilt fulfil the 
duties of an Ifraelice: for on thefe two com- 
mandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

The {cribe (who, in all probability, did not 
expect fuch an anfwer) being contcious of his 
own defeéts, and, that he did not poffefs the 
qualities neceflary for obtaining eternal life, 
was willing (asthe facred hiftorian informs -us) 
to juftify bimfelf, that is, was willing to ftiflie 
the rifing fuggeftions of his own confcience, 
and, at the fame time, to make a fhew of his 
own devotion. In order to this he afked Our 
Lord, And wko is my neighbour ? A quettion very 
natural to be afked by a bigotted Jew, whole 
narrow notions led him to defpife all who were 
not of his own fold; all who were not the na- 
tural defcendants of his anceflor Abraham. 

But to remove the obftinare and uncharitable 
attachment of the Jews to their own principles, 
open their hearts to a more generous and noble 
way of thinking, and fhew them the only foun- 
dation of true love, and the extenfive relation 
they and all mankind ftood in to each other, Our 
Bleffled Lord anfwered the fcribe’s laft queflion 
by delivering the following moit beautiful and 
inftruétive parable. 

A certain perfon in his journey from Jerula- 
lem to Jericho, had the misfortune to fall into 
the hands of robbers, who not content with 
taking his money, ftripped him of his raiment, 
beat him in a deplorable manner, and left hin 
for dead. While he continued in this miferable 
condition, utterly incapable of affifting himfcll, 
a certain prieft happened to truvel the farne roads 
and when ke faw him, ke paffid by on the other fides 
And likewife a Levite, uiken he ceas at the platy 
came and Icoked on bist, cad pated oa the orh.r fide. 
So little compaffion had thele minifters of reli- 
gion for a brother in the moft deplorable circum- 
{tances of diftrefs, that they continued their 


journey, without offering to affift fo miferable 
an 
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racters obliged them to perférm, on every ‘oc- 
cafion, the tender offices of charity and com=- 
paffion. It was a brother, a défcendant of 
Abraham in diflrefs; and therefore thofe hy- 
pocrites could offer no reafons to palliate their 
inhumanity: Their ftony hearers could behold 
the affectionate Hraelire, lying in the road na- 
ked and cruelly wounded,‘ without being the 
lealt affected with his diftrefs. 

Though thefe teachers of religion were hypo- 
crites, and wholly déftitute of grace and cha- 
rity, compaffion glowed in the heart of a Sama- 
ritan, who, coming to the fpot where this help- 
lefs objeét lay, ran to him; and though he found 
him to be a perfon of a different nation, and 
one who profeffed a religion oppofite to his own, 
yet the hatred which had been inftilled into his 
mind from his earlieft years, and every objection 
arifing from the animofity fubfifting between the 
Jews and Samaritans, were immediately filenced 
by the tender fenfations of pity, awakened by 
the fight of fuch complicated diftrefs ; his bow- 
els yearned towards the milerable object; though 
a Jew, he flew to him, and affifted him in the 
moft tender manner. 

Tt was the cuftom in thefe eaftern countries 
for travellers to carry their provifions with them: 
fo that this compaffionate Samaritan was enabled, 
though in the defert, to give the wounded man 
alittle wine to recruit his fpirits. He alfo bound 
up his wounds, pouring into them wine and oil, 
placed him onrhis own beatt, and walked him- 
felf on footto fupport him. In this manner he 
conduéted him to an inn, took care of him 
during the night; and in the morning, when bu- 
finefs called him to purfue his journey, recom- 
mended him to the care of the hoft, left what 
money he could fpare, and defired that nothing 
night be denied him; for whatever was ex- 
pended he would repay at his return. 

Having finifhed the parable, Jefus turned 
hindelf to the lawyer, and afked him, Which 
neto of thofe three, thinkoft thou, was neighbour 
unto kin that fell among the thieves ? The law- 
yer, ftruck with the truth and evidence of the 
cate, replied, without the leaft hefitation, He 
that foewed mercy on him. Upon which Jefus 
replied, Go, and do thou likewife. Perform all 
the good actions in thy power, extend thy kind- 
nefs to every one, who ftands in need of thy af- 
fiftance, whether he be an Ifraelite, an Heathen,- 
or a Samaritan. Confider every man as thy, 
neighbour in refpect to works of charity, and 
make no enquiry with regard to his country or 
rcligion ; but only with regard to his ¢ircum- 
ftances. 

A fhort time after this Our Bleffed Lord, ac- 
companied by his apoftles, left Jerufalem in or- 
der to return to Galilee. In the evening of the 
firlt day’s journey, he ftopped at a fmall village 
called Bethany, where he was joyfully received 
by a woman named Martha, who, with her fifter 
Mary, and her brother Lazarus were highly in 
favour with him. Martha was defirous of ex- 
preffing her regard for the Divine gueft, by pro- 
viding for him and his difciples the beft enter- 
tainment in her power: but her fifter, who was 
6f a more*contemplative difpofition, fat quietly 
at the feet of Jefus, liftening, with the utmoft 
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attention, to his doctrine and heavenly inftruc- 
tions; Martha, being greatly fatigued with the 
burthen of the fervice, complained to Jefus of 
the little care Mary took to affilt her. Lord (faid 
fhe) doft thou not care that my sifter has left me 
to ferve alone? Bid bery therefore, that [he heip 
me. But Martha’s officioutne(s incurred a reproof 
from ‘Cur Lord; who; at the fame time, com- 
mended Mary for her attentive application to 
his inftru€tions. Martha, Martha, (taid he) teu 
art careful and troubled about may things: but one 
thing is needful. And Mary hath chofen that gobd 
part, which foall not be taken away from ber. 
Luke x. 41, 42. ae 

Soon after Our Bleffed Lord had returned to 
Galilee, as he was one day praying with his dif 
ciples in a private place, they, taking it into 
confideration how neceffary it was for them to be 
directed in the right performance of their duty, 
begged of him to compofe a form of prayer for 
their ufe, as John the Baptift had done for his 
difciples. In compliance with this requeft Our 
Lord not only gave them the fame excellent 
form (called thé Lord's Prayer) which he had 
given them in his Sermon on the Mount, but 
encouraged them likewife, from the confideration 
of God’s goodnefs and fatherly affection (far 
more indulgent to his children than any earthly 
parents were to theirs) to-be conftant in their pe- 
titions to him, telling them, that if they folici- 
ted with fervour, importunity, and an indefati- 
gable perfeverance, they need not doubt of a 
moft gracious anfwer to their humble requetts. 

Not long after this, upon Our Lord’s curing 
a demoniac that was dumb, the Pharifees re- 
newed their old fenfelefs cavil of his ejecting de- 
vils by Beelzebub, which he confuted by the fante 
arguments he had formerly ufed on a like occa- 
fion; and when they again demanded of him a 
fign from heaven, he again made then the fame 
reply, namely, that no greater fign fhould be 
given them than the fign of the prophet Jonas, 
alluding to the time when he was to remain three 
days and three nights in the chambers of the 
tornb. 

The next day, after Our Tord had been 
preaching to the people, he fat himfelf down, 
with his difciples, to eat, without previoufly 
ufing the Jewifh ceremony of wathing the 
hands. This gave great offence to the Pharifees, 
upon which Our Lord took occafion from thence 


+ (as he had before done) to {peak feverely againft 


their ridiculous fuperfticion, in affecting outward 
neatnefs in their manner of living, while they 
neglected to cleanfe their fouls from internal pol- 
He then proceeded to reproach both 


with their pride and prevarication, their hypo- 
crify and {pirit of perfecution, at which they 
were fo exafperated, that they ufed all poflible 
methods to eninare hin in his difcourfe, and to 
find fome accufation, whercby they might de- 
ftroy him. 

One of the company, fecing with what autho- 
rity Oy Lord reproved, and determined among 
the people, befought him to arbitrate betwee 
him and his brother concerning an eftate which 
had lately fallen to them: but this office he chofe 
to decline, and from thence took occafion to 
preach againtt covetoufnels, or placing our feli- 

city 
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city in worldly poffeffions ; and, to enforce this, 
he propounded the parable of a certain rich man, 
who, when he had acquired a very confiderable 
eftate, propofed indulging himfelf in voluptu- 
oufnefs, but was difappointed of his defign by 
the intervention of fudden death. 

He therefore exhorted his difciples not to be 
too anxious about the things of this world, but 
to place their dependence on God’s Providence; 
who, having promifed them a kingdom in hea- 
ven, would not fail of fupplying them with what 
was neceflary here. He then exhorted them to 
charity, to watchfulnefs, to preparation againft 
the day of judgment, or the arreft of death, and 
(under the emblem of ftewards, or governors, 
In great mens houfes) recommended gentlenefs 
and temperance, and particularly cautioned them 
againft indulging themfelves in any kind of 
exccfs. 

While Our Lord was thus difcourfing to his 
difciples and the multitude, news was brought 
him that Pilate, the Roman governor, had caufed 
a great number of Galileans to be maffacred 
while they were offering their facrifices at the 
altar *; as alo that another fad accident had hap- 
pened at Jerufalem, where, by the falling of 
the tower of Siloam + no lefs than eighteen per- 
fons were killed. The Jews thought thefe were 
Providential punifhments on the fufferers for 
their having been greater finners than their neigh- 
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* Tris generally imagined that this piece of hiftory relates 
to the fedition which Judas Gaulonites raifed againft the Ro- 
man governor in Judea, when he, and one Sadducus, a Pha- 
rifce, pofiefied the people with a notion, ‘* that taxes were 
a badge of their flavery ; that they ought to acknowledge no 
fovereign but God himfelf, nor pay any tribute, but to his 
temple.’ It was, very probably in Galilee, where this Ju- 
das tirft broached thefe fentiments, and there acquired fuch 
a multitude of followers and abettors, as made Jofephus 
call him Galilaus, as well as Gaulonites. And, indeed, 


his followers in general, though they were of different pro- 
But when they 


vinces by birth, obtained the fame name. 
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bours; but Our Lord told them that was not the 
cafe, and that their fufferings tended only to lead 
others to repent, which if they did not do the 
would; in all probability, meet with the like or 
worfe judgments. He then, to engage them 
all to a fpeedy repentance, related to them the 
parable of the fig-tree, which the matter of the 
vineyard ordered to be cut down, becaufe, for 
three years, it had not borne any fruit: but, up- 
on the gardener’s promifing to ufe a more than 
ordinary care and diligence about it, he was pre- 
vailed on to let it ftand one year longer, but, 
with this determination, that, if it {til conti- 
nued uxfruitful, he would not then fail to cur 
it down. ; 

By this parable Our Bleffed Lord reprefented 
the goodnefs of God towards the Jews, in giving 
them the outward difpenfations of religion, and 
informing them of the improvements they fhould 
make of thefe advantages, and the punifhment 
that would be infli€ted on them, in cafe they 
flighted fuch benevolent offers. He alfo repre- 
fented by it, in a very beautiful manner, the un- 
bounded mercies of the Almighty in fparing 
them at the interceffion of his Son, and giving 
them a farther time of trial, and {till greater ad- 
vantages, by the preaching of him and his apoftles; 
concluding with an obfervation, that if they ne- 
glected this laft opportunity, it would certainly 
be attended with the moft fatal confequences. 





came to Jerufalem, at one of the great feftivals, and began 
to fpread thefe feditious notions againft Cafar, Pilate, who 
was then the Roman governor, caufed a confiderable number 
of them to be flain in the temple, while they were facrifi- 
cing at the altar. 

+ The fountain of Siloam rofe at the foot of the wall of 
the eat part of the city of Jerufalem. The tower, called 
after its name, was, doubtlefs, built upon the wall, not far 
from it; and, being now become antient, might fall upon 
fuch a number of people, either paffing by, or ftanding 
under it. 
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C H A P. IX. 

Our Lord removes the complaint of a woman who had been deformed eighteen years, and confutes 
the ruler of the fynagogue. Goes to Ferufalem, and there gives fight to a man, who had been 
born blind. The Pharifees endeavour to deftray the force of this miracle; and for that purpofe 
friftly examine the perfon relieved, who boldly afferting it was Chrik. that had performed it, they 
excommunicate him from the fynagogue, Our Lord foews the Pbarifees to be falfe guides, and 
himfelf the true one; and, upon afferting bis divinity, is in danger of being floned. He leaves Fe- 
rufalem, and retires to Bethabara. Explains to the people the great d:fficulty of attaining falvation. 
Is warned to depart the country, in order to efcape the refentment of Hered, Preditis the fate of 
the inhabitants of Yerufalem. Cures a man of the dropfys recommends bumitity, and reprefents the 
different fuccefs of the Gofpel. Informs the people what qualifications are neceffary for them to be~ 
come Chriftians, and vindicates bis own condu? in converfing fometimes with finners. Shews the 
manner in which we are to employ our riches, and the miferable confequence of uncharitablene/s, 
Reminds bis difciples of feveral duties, efpecially of humility, and cautions them againft being de- 


lided by falfe prophets. 


T was the cuflom of Our Bleffed Lord to 

preach to the people, on every fabbath, in 
one of the Jewifh fynagogues. While he was 
one day thus employed, he obferved a woman, 
who, for the fpace of eighteen years, had la- 
boured under a great ftate of infirmity, by which 
her body was fo bent that fhe was not able to 
reife herfelf upright. Here was a proper ob- 
ject for his compaffion and power to exert them- 
felves; and therefore calling the woman to hirn, 
he laid his hands upon her, and immediately 
fhe became ftrait, and glorified God. 

This diftinguifhed difplay of Divine power 
and goodnefs, inftead of being confidered by 
the mafter, or ruler of the fynagogue, in its 
proper ight, fo highly offended him, that he 
openly teftified his difpleafure, and reproved the 
people as fabbath-breakers, becaufe they caine 
on that day to be healed. There are fix days 
(taid this furly ruler to the people) in which men 
ewht to works: ta them es come and be 
Ledled, and not o2 the fabbath-da 

But Our Lord foon filenced this hypocritical 
Pharifee, by fhewing him that he had not devi- 
ated from their own avowed practice. ‘They 
made no f{cruple of loofing their cattle and lead- 
ing them to water on the fabbath-day, becaufe 
the mercy of the aétion fufficiently juftified them 
for performing it. And furely this action of 
Joofing a woman, a rational creature, that had 
been bound by fo afilicting a complaint during 
the tedious interval of eighteen years, was abun- 
dantly juftified : nor could this bigotted ruler 
have thought otherwife, had not his reafon been 
blinded by his fuperftition. Tou hypocrite (faid 
Our Lord to him) doth not each one of you on 
te fbbath loofe bis ox or bis afs from the ftall, 
wid lead him away to watering ? And ought not 
‘his woman, Leing a daughter of Abraham, whom 
Satan bath bound, lo, thefe eighicen years, be loofed 
from this boad on the fabbath-day ? And when 
we kad yoid thcfe things, all bis adverfaries were 
and all the people rejoiced fer all the glo- 
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rious things that were done by bim, Luke xiii. 
15, &c. 

The Feaft of Dedication was now approach+ 
ing, in confequence of which Our Lord, after 
feveral removals, repaired again to Jerufalem, 
where, as he was walking in the ftreets on the 
fabbath-day, he faw a poor man who had been 
blind from his birth. ‘The fight of fo affecting 
an object could not fail of exciting the compal- 
fion of the benevolent Saviour ef mankind: nor 
could the affronts and indignities he had received 
from the Jews hinder hum from working the works 
of him that fent kim, and dilperfing bleffings on 
that rebellious and ungrateful nation. Accor- 
dingly, he beheld this poor blind man, not 
with a tranfient view, but fixed on him the eycs 
of his Divine compaffion, and prefented him 
with the riches of his adorable love. 

The diiciples obferving the affectionate re- 
gard of their Mafter, towards this object of 
compaffion, and imagining that he was going to 
give another inftance of his Divine goodnefs, 
afked him, whether the man’s blindnefs was oc- 
cafioned by his own fin, or the fin of his parents ? 
They had often heard their Mafter fay, that af 
flictions were generally the punifhment of par- 
ticular fins; and had learned, from the law of 
Mofes, that fin was the fruitful fource of evil, 
and that the Lord punifhed the iniquities of the 
fathers upon the children. Their Matter kindly 
anfwered, that neither his own, nor the fins of 
his parents, were the immediate caule of this 
peculiar punifhment; buc that he was born blind, 
that the works of Ged foould be made manifept in 
kim; particularly his fovercignty in bringing 


| him blind into the world, his power of conferring 


the faculty of fight upon him, and his goodnets 
in bearing witnels to the doctrine by which men 
were to be faved.—By this pertinent reply of the 
Saviour of the world, we may learn, that a cu- 
rious enquiry into the afflictions of other men 
fhould be carefully avoided; and that we ought 
to fuppofe every calamity inflicted on mankind 
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as directed by Providence for the advancement 
of his glory: that whatever miferies we behold 
in others, we muft not impute them to their per- 
fonal fins, left, like the difciples in the cafe be- 
fore us, we affign to fin what owes it origin to the 
glory of our Maker. 

Our Bleffed Lord, having affigned the caufe 
of this perfon’s blindnefs, namely, that the works 
of God fhould be made manifeft in him, added, I 
muft work the works of him that fent me, while 
it is day; the night cometh when no man can 
work ; intimating to his difciples, and all that 
were prefent, his unwearied labour in the work 
of his Almighty Father. In this he was em- 
ployed day and night, during the time of his 
fojourning in the fefh. To this alone he di- 
reed all his thoughts and all his actions. This 
he efteemed even as his meat and drink; and 
for this he fuffered the neglect of his ordinary 
food, thathe might finifh the bleffed, the bene- 
ficent work of human falvation. 

Tt was now the fabbath-day, and the Bleffed 
Jefus was going to perform a miracle, in which 
there was to be a fimall degree of fervile work. 
He therefore told his difciples that they need 
not be furprized to fee him work miracles of that 
kind on the fabbath ; for though they fhould 
imagine that he might defer them till the day of 
reft was over, his time on earth was fo fhort, 
that he was obliged to embrace eveiy opportu- 
nity that offered of working miracles. He 
might, perhaps, chufe to perform this work on 
the fabbath, becaufe he knew the Pharifees would, 
for that reafon, enquire into it with the utmoft 
attention, and, confequently, render it more 
generally known. But, be this as it may, Our 
Lord took occafion, at this time, to fpeak of 
himfelf as one appointed to give light alfo to the 
minds of men involved in darknefs. 4s long as 
Lam in the world (faid he) I am the light of the 
seorld. From this expreffion it evidently appears 
that Our Saviour’s miracles were defigned not 
only as proofs of his miffion, but alfo as fpeci- 
mens of the power he poffeffed as the Meffiah. 
For example, by feeding the multitude with the 
micat that perifhed, he fignified that he was come 
to quicken, and nourifh mankind, with the 
biead of life, that fovereign cordial, and falutary 
nutriment of the foul. His giving fight to the 
blind was a lively emblem of the efficacy of his 
doctrine to illuminate the blinded underftandings 
of men. His healing their bodies reprefented 
his power to heal their fouls, and was a fpecimen 
of his authority to forgive fins. His cafting out 
devils was an earneft of his victory over Satan and 
all his powers. Wis raifing particular perfons 
from the dead was the beginning of his triumph 
over death, and a demonftration of his ability to 
accomplifh a general refurrection ; and, in a 
word, his curing all promifcuoufly, who applied 
to him, fhewed, that he was come, not to con. 
demn. the world, but to fave, even the chief of 
finners. 

The great Redeemer of mankind, having de- 
clared the falutary purpofes of coming into the 
world proceeded to perform the great miracle he 
had defigned in the prefence of the people. He 
Spat on the grcund, and made clay of the fpittle, 
and ke anointed the eyes of the blind man with the 


NEW TESTAMENT. 


Boox }. 


clay, and faid unto bim, Go wafh in the pool of 
Siloam (which is by interpretation fent.) He 
went bis way, therefore, and wafbed, and came 
feeing. John ix. 6, 7. It is evident, from for- 
mer examples, that our Bleffed Lord could very 
eafily have performed this miracle without the 
affitance of any external application. Indeed, the 
method made ufeof by the great Redeemer on this 
occafion was fo far from being likely to effeé 
a cure, that it feemed adapted to produce a quite 
contrary effect. We mutt, therefore, conclude, 
that it was intended farther to difplay his Di- 
vine power, and to convince the unbelieving 
Jews that he was the true and long expetted 
Meffiah. 

This aftonifhing miracle produced a general 
curiofity and furprize among the people, and 
induced thofe who had feen this blind man in 
his dark and deplorable condition, to be very 
particular in their enquiries into the means of {o 
fingular a miracle. It was, in fhort, the fub- 
jeét of general converfation, and it is natural to 
think might, therefore, have proved the means 
of a general converfion; but, as too frequent- 
ly happens, a perverfe curiofity prevented its 
falutary effects. Some of the poor man’s neigh- 
bours readily believed it, while others, though 
they did not abfolutely condemn iz, yet could 
not get over their doubts. The neightours, there- 
fore, and they which before bad feen him, that be 
was blind, faid, Is nos this he that fat and beg- 
ged? Some faid, Thisishe: ethers faid, He is like 
him: but he faid, I am be. 

The poor man (tranfported with gratitude and 
joy for the great benefit he had received) finding 
his neighbours doubtful of the identity of his 
perfon, proclaimed himfelf to be the very fame 
whom they had lately feen begging in total dark- 
nefs. J am he, thus wonderfully bleffed with 
fight, by the peculiar mercy of God! 1am he 
who was blind from my birth, whom ye have all 
feen, and many relieved, in my miferable dif- 
trefs!| I am he who was involved in_ total 
darknefs,but now enjoy the enlivening light of day! 

This ample and frank acknowledgment of the 
fact excited the curiofity of the people to know 
how the miracle was performed. They therefore 
afked him, How were thine eyes opened ? To which 
he replied, 4 man that is called Fefus made clay, 
and anointed mine eyes, and faid unto me, Go to 
the pool of Sileam, and wafb; and I went cnd 
wafhed, and f received fight. They then afked 
him where the perfon was, who had performed 
fo great a work: to which the man anfwered, / 
knew not. 
went to wath his eyes in the pool of Siloam, pre- 
bably, as was his general cuftom, to avoid tle 
applaufes which would naturally have been givin 
him by the multitude. 

The neighbours, either ftimulated by envy, or 
excited by a defire of having the truth of this cx: 
traordinary event fearched to the bottom, took 
the man before the council, thinking them the 
proper judges of fo myfterious a_circumftance. 
No fooner was the man placed before the affem- 
bly, and the particulars related of what had 
paffed, than the Pharifees began to queftion him, 
bow be had reeovered his fight. To which the 
man boldly anfwered, Je put clay upon mine 

eres, 


For Jefus had retired while the men: 
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yess and I wajbed, and do fee. On hearing this, 
and knowing the day on which the miracle was 

erformed, the Pharifees declared that the Au- 
thor of it-could not be a prophet fent from God, 
becaufe he violated the fabbath: but others gave 
itas their opinion that no deceiver could poffibly 
work a miracle of that kind, becaufe it was too 
great and beneficial for any evil perfon to have 
either the inclination or power to perform. 

The council being thus divided in theit opi- 
nion with regard to the character of Jefus,; they 
afked the man himfelf what he thought of the 
perfon who had conferred on him the bleffing of 
fight ? Towhich he boldly and plainly anfwered, 
He is a prophet. Such of the council who were 
averfe to believe the miracle, or in hopes of 
making the affair look intricate, now fent for 
the parents of the man, and afked them thefe 
three queftions: Whether he was their fon? 
‘Whether he was born blind? And whether they 
knew how, and by whom he was cured? To 
the two firft queftions they anfwered direCtly that 
he was their fon, and was born blind ; but, as to 
the la(t, they referred them to him, who (as they 
told them) was of age to antwer for himfelf; not 
daring to fay any more for fear of the Sanhe- 
drim, who had made an order to excommunicate 
any perfon who fhould acknowledge Jefus to be 
Chrift. 

The Pharifees, finding that all attempts either 
to difcredit, or difprove the faét, ufelefs, had 
recourfe to their ufual method of calumniating 
the author of it. After repeating the queftions 
they had before afked the man, and received the 
like anfwers, in order to draw him from the good 
opinion he had conceived of his benefactor, they 
bade him afcribe the glory of his cure to God, 
and not to look upon Jefus with any veneration, 
becaufe he was a finner and a fabbath-breaker, 
and confequently could not be a prophet fent 
from God. In anfwer to this the poor man told 
them, that it was very ftrange they fhould not 
perceive from whence the perfon was, whom God 
had endued with fuch a miraculous power as that 
of opening the eyes of one born blind, a thing 
that was never heard of before fince the world 
began ; and that therefore it muft be evidently 
manifeft co every impartial perfon that if he were 
not fent, .and Divinely infpired, he could never 
have done fuch wonderful cures. 

The Pharifees were not ignorant that this ar- 
gument was conclufive: they felt its whole force, 
and well knew that it could not be refifted. Ac- 
cordingly they did not attempt to anfwer it, but 
had recourfe to abulive language and punifhment. 
Thou waft altogether born in fins (faid they to 
the poor man) and doef? thou teach us? Dott 
thou pretend to inftruét, in a matter of this kind, 
the guides of the people, and thofe who have 





* Thefe Our Saviour calls 47s cther foeep (John x. 16.) 
by way of anticipation, hecaufe he foreknew that many of 
the Gentiles (when once his Gofpel came to be tendered to 
them) would give it a ready reception, be converted, and be 
Daptized ; and becaufe the ceremonial law (which was, as 
wtwere, the partition wall between the Jews and Gentiles) 
was fhortly to be broken down, and the Gentiles admitted 


to the fame privileges with thofe Jews who believed in his 
name, 
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rendered themfelves eminent for their knowledge 
in the law? After having thus upbraided him, 
they caft him out; that is, they paffed on him the 
fentence of excommunication, which was the 
higheft punifhment they had power to infMiét. 

But though the poor man was cut off from the 
Jewith fociety, yet he was foon made ample 
amends by being admitted into one where no 
unjult fentences can ever be paffed, nor any ineim- 
ber feparated from it, namely, the church of 
Chrift. Soon after his being excommunicated 
from the fynagogue his Divine benefactor, meet- 
ing him in the ftreet, declared himfelf to him to 
be the Mefliah ; upon which the poor man, be- 
Heving on him, immediately fell proftrate at his 
feet, and worfhipped him. 

After Our Bleffed Lord had received the poor 
man’s homage, he directed his difcourfe to the 
people, in which (under the allegory of a fhep- 
herd and his fheep) he proved the Pharifees to be 
no better than blind guides, nay, than thieves 
and robbers, who had climbed up into the fheep- 
fold, or made themielves ruiers and governors in 
God’s church, without any proper commiffion 
from him. Upon the fame grounds he con- 
demned all thofe falfe Chrifts, who before him 
had ufurped the title of the Meffiah, and af- 
ferted his own right to it by an argument that 
no other fhepherd durft produce, viz. his laying 
down his life for his farep, which, he faid, were 
to confift of Gentiles * as wel} as Jews, and al} 
together make up one flock under one fhep-~ 
herd. 

Before the Feaft of Dedication was concluded; 
as Our Lord was walking in Solomon’s Porch fF, 
feveral of the Jews went to him, defiring that he 
would tell them, in pofitive terms, whether or 
not he was the Meffiah? Our Lord, knowing 
they did not afk this queftion for information, 
but to gain an opportunity of accufing him to 
the Romans as a feditious perfon, told them that 
they muft form a judgment of him from his ac- 
tions: J told you, and ye believed nit; the works 
that I doin my Father's nae, they bear witness of 
me. But ye beheve not, becaxrfe ye are nat of my 
Jfocep. Your unbelief is the effect of your at- 
tachment to this world, being unwilling to re- 
ceive the doctrine of the kingdom of heaven : 
becaufe you muft then renounce all your fond 
hopes of temporal power and advantages. But, 
on the contrary, thofe who are of a meek and 
humble difpofition, and their minds free from 
worldly paffions, eafily perceive the truth of my 
do&trine and miracles, -and confequently are 
readily difpofed to become my difciples. Nor 
fhall fuch perfons lofe their reward; for I will 
willingly receive them, and make them parta- 
kers of eternal life in my Father’s kingdom. 
And however affiduous malicious men may be, 
in 





+ This porch confifted of fome flately cloifters on the caf 
fide of the temple, and not far from the Court of the Ger.- 
tiles. It was called Solomon’s, either to preferve the me- 
mory of that great prince, or becavfe it was built according 
to the order of that which he erefted. In this porch Our Sa- 
viour was walking, becaufe, at that time, it was winter, ard 
therefore he here found a covering from the inclemency of 
the weather; whereas, in the fummer feafon, it was caltom- 
ary for the Jews to walk in the open courts of the tem le. 
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in endeavouring to hinder others from believing 
on me, they fhall never be able to effect their 
purpofe, though affifted by al! the powers of 
darknefs. Fur my heavenly Father, who hath 
given them to me is far greater than them all: nor 
is any able to contend with him : and this power- 
ful, this Almighty Being and I are one. ‘“ My 
fheep hear my voice, and J know them, and 
they followme. And J give unto them eternal 
life; and they fhall never perifh, neither fhail 
any pluck them out of my hand. My Father, 
which gave them me, is greater than all; and 
no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand. I and my Father are one.” 

‘Lhe Jews were fo incenfed at this laft expref- 
fion, which tlcy confidered as blafphemous, that 
they took up ftones to caft at him, in conformity 
to the Metaic law, which commands all blaf- 
phemers to be foned. Our Lord feeing this, 
afked them, which of the beneficent miracles 
he had wrought in confirmation of his miffion 
deferved such treatment? A.any goed works (faid 
he) kave I ficseed you from my Father, for which 
oe ihefe corks do vou ficne me? Asif he had 
fiid, J have fed the hungry in the defert, [have 
heakd the lamc, Ihave cleanfed the leper, I 
have cured the fick, Il have given fight to the 
blind, J] have caft cut devils, and ILhave raifed 
the dead: for which cf thefe works are ye going 
to flone me? The Jews anfwered, For a good 
mucrk we fione thee not: but fer blafphemy, anc 
becute iatthev, betrg ana, makeft thvfelf God. 
We are far froin thinking that thou deferveft pu- 
nifhment for any good work thou haft done in 
favour of the afflicted and diftreffed : the pu- 
nifhment js intended to chaftife thee for thy blaf- 
phemous fpeeches; for thou, though a weak 
mertal lke curfelves, arrogantly afflumeft the 
power and imajetly of the Moft High, and by 
claiming the incommunicable attributes of the 
Deitv, makell thyielf God. 

‘Vhe reply. Our Blefled Lord made to this was 
to the fcllowing effect: Has not the Scriprures 
exprefsly called thofe gods who were commiffion- 
ed to govern God’s people, on account of their 
high cifice, and the infpiration of the Spirit, 
which was, though fparingly, beftowed upon 
them ? Can you, therefore, impute to that per- 
fonwhom the Almighty hath fanétified and fent 
into the world to fave loft mankind, and pay the 
price of recemption for all the fons of men? 
Can you impute blafphemy unto him, for taking 
upen himielif the title of the Son of God? If 
my own affertion be not fuficient to convince 
you of my perfonal dignity, you muft furely 
think that the many miracles | have wrought 
abundantly prove that they are the works of the 
Moft High, as Omnipotence alone could per- 
form them; and, therefore, that the Father and 
I are fo united, that whatever [ fay or do, is ap- 
proved of by the Alnnghty. “ Is it not writ- 
“ten in your law, I faid, Ye are gods? If he 
called them gods, upon whom the word of 
God came, and the Scriptures cannot be 
broken; fay ye of him, whom the Father 
hath fanétified, and fent into the world, Thou 
blafphemeft ; becaufe I faid Tam the Son of 
-* God? If I donot the worksof my Father, 
“« believe me not. Butif I do, though ye be- 
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*€ lieve not me, believe the works: that ye may 
“* Know and believe, that the Father is in me, 
“¢ and I in him.” 

This reply, inftead of fatisfying the Jews, 
rather tended to enrage them the more; upon 
which Our Lord, not thinking proper to hold 
any farther argument with fo obftinate and head- 
ftrong a people, miraculoufly got from them, 
and thereby efcaped that punifhment they in- 
tended to inflict on him. Thercfcre they fought 
again to take bim: but be efcaped aut of sheiy 
hands. 

As foon as the Feaft of Dedication was over, 
Our Lord left Jerufalem, and, croffing the ri- 
ver Jordan, retired to Bethabara, where great 
multitudes reforted to him both to hear his in- 
ftructions, and to be healed of their difeafes. 
Here his miniftry was attended with very great 
fuccefs ; for the inhabitants of the country, re- 
membering what had been told them by John 
the Baptift concerning Jefus, and being fenfible 
that the doctrine and miracles of Our Saviour 
were fully equal to what the Baptift had foretold, 
firmly believed him to be the MefMfiah; fo thar 
profelytes, 
but likewife confiderably increafed the number of 
his difciples. 

lburing Our Lord’s ftay in this part of Gali- 


; lee a cercain perfon one day pur a fingular quef- 


tion to him concerning the number of thofe that 
fhould be faved: Loru, faid he, are there few that 
te fered? Vrom this queftion Our Lord took 
occafion to admonifh his hearers, by telling 
them, That they ought to ufe their utmoft en- 
deavours to enter in at the fra g te of falva- 
tion, becaufe the number of thofe, who fhould 
not attain it would be large, that they ought to 
do it with ail expedition, becaufe, when once 
the gate was fhut, and the means of falvation 
withdrawn, all pretences of having heard the 
glad tidings of the Gofpel, and of having been 
converfant with hind upon earth, would gain 
them no admittance. Strive to enter in at the 
frait gate: for many, I fay unto you, will feek to 
enter in, and fuall not be able. Hehen once the 
Mafter of the boufeis rifen up, and bath fhut ta 
the door, and ye begin to filand without, and to 
knock at the dcor, faving, Lord, Lerd, open unto 
us; he fail anfwer and fay unto you, I know you 
wot, whence ye are. Luke xiii. 24, 25. Our 
Lord then told them, that all workers of iniquity 
fhould be utterly excluded; and therefore the 
Jews, in particular, would have caufe to lament, 
when they fhould fee many ftrangers, from all 
parts of the earth, poffeffed of the glories of 
heaven, with Abiaham, Ifaac and lacob, and 
all the antient prophets, while rhemielves fhould 
be thruft out, and, inficad of the firtt, become 
the laft. snd behotd, thefe are lift which foall ve 


Tift, ond these are firft which foall be laft. 


While Our Lord was difcourfing to the people 
on this and other topics, fome of the Pharifees, 
who could not any longer bear with patience the 
power and authority which he had gained ainong 
the people, in hopes of getting rid of him, went 
and fuggefted the danger he was in from Herod 
Antipas, fo long as he continued in Galilee, 
which was part of his dominions. In anfwer to 
this piece of information, Our Lord told the 

Pharifecs, 
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Pharifees, that, having buta fhort time to live, 
he was determined to devote it to the relief of 
the diftreffed, the curing difeafes, and cafting 
out devils; and as to Herod’s defigns againft his 
life, they were altogether fuperfluous, becaufe he 
foreknew that he was to fuffer death at Jerufalem, 
which was the place appointed (as it were) for 
the flaughter of all the prophets. He then 
broke out into a moft pathetic exclamation againft 
the inhabitants of that city, reproaching them 
with rejecting the kind offers of the Gofpel, 
and with killing the meffengers fent from God ; 
and then denounced the fad calamity that would, 
in a fhort time, overtake them. OJ! Ferufalem, 
jerufalem, ({aid he) which killeft the prophets, and 
fionet them that are fent unto thee; how often 
would I have gathered thy children together, as a 
hen doth gather ber brood under her wings, and ye 
would not? Bebold, your boufe is left unto you de- 
folate: and verily I fay unto you, ye fball not [ce 
me until the time come, when ye foall fay, Bleffed 
is he that cometh in tke name of the Lord. Luke 
Kill. 345 35- ; 

After Our Lord had finifhed this awful excla- 
mation and prediclion againft the inhabitants of 
Jerufalem, he went into the houfe of a Pharifee 
of diftin@tion to eat bread. It happened now 
to be the fabbath-day, and Our Lord had 
not been long in the Pharifee’s houfe, before 
there was brought unto him a man affliéted with 
adropfy. This, no doubt was a fcheme pro- 
jected by the Pharifees, in order (as they thought) 
to involve Our Saviour in this dificulry—That 
either, by forbearing to heal at that time, he 
would betray his fear and ftrengthen their fuper- 
ftitions with regard to fuch ritual obfervances ; 
or elfe that by doing it, he muft incur the cen- 
fure and odium of a Sabbath-breaker and acon- 
temner of the law. But Our Lord fo ordered the 
matter as to accomplifh what he faw fit without 
any opportunity given for his enemies to compafs 
their ends by it. As foon as the afflicted per- 
fon appeared, Our Lord, who knew the fecrets 
of their hearts, afked the Pharifees whether it 
was /awful to beal upon the fabbath-day ? But 
they not chufing to give any anfwer to the quef- 
tion, Jefus laid his hands upon the difeafed per- 
fon, and immediately his complexion returned, 
his body was reduced to its ordinary dimenfions, 
and his former health and ftrength were inftantly 
reftored, 

So furprizing a miracle, it might reafonably be 
thought, would have convinced the Pharifees, 
that the Author mult have been endued with 
power from on high; but, inftead of, being per- 
fuaded that he was a perfon fent from God). and 
laboured only for the benefit of the children of 
men, they were contriving how they might curn 
this miracle to his difadvantage. Our Lord, 
however, foon difconcerted their projects, by 
proving that, according to their own avowed 
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* It appears, from the patable which follows, that the 
kingdom of Ged here does not fignify the dingdom of heaven 
im its moft exalted fenfe, hut only the Aingdom of the Mefiah, 
whereof this worldly-minded Jew here ipeaks according to 
the received fenfe of his nation, as ofa glorious temporal 
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practice, he had done nothing but what was truly 
lawful. Which of you, faid he) foal! heve an afs or 
an ox fallen into a pit, and will act flraitevay pull 
him out on the fabbath-day? If a misiortune 
happens to one of your beatts, you make no {cru- 
ple of afifting it on the fabbath, though the 
action may be attended with confiderable labour: 
and furely I may relieve a defcendant of Abra- 
ham, when nothing more is requifite than touch- 
ing him with my hand. This argument was 
conclufive, it being fo plain, that the moft 
ftupid could hot avoid feeling its force, nor were 
the moft malicious able to contradict it. 

When the entertainment was nearly at hand, 
the guefts appeared very anxious to obtain the 
uppermoft places at the table; which being par- 
ticularly obferved by Our Lord, he endeavoured 
to convince them how commendable it was for 
a man to feat himfelf in a place éé/ow, rather than 
above, his rank and condition, becaufe daily ex- 
perience fhewed, that humility was a virtue, 
which was fo far from debafing, that it raifed and 
exalted the perfon who practifed it. ‘ When 
thou att bidden (faid he) of any man to a wed- 
ding, fit not down in the higheft room, left a 
more honourable man than thou be bidden of 
him, and he that bade thee and him come and 
fay to thee, Give this man place, and thou begin 
with fhame to take the loweftroomn. But when 
thou art bidden, go and fir down in the lowe!t 
room, that when he that bade thee cometh, he 
may fay unto thee, Friend, go up higher: then 
thale thou have worfhip in the prefence of them 
thar fit ac meat with thee. For whofoever ex- 
alteth him‘elf, fhall be abafed ; and he thar hum- 
bleth himfelf, fhall be exalred.”’ 

Our Lord, having thus addreffed the guefts in 
general, next directed his difcourfe to the Maf- 
ter of the houfe in particular, whom he found 
to be totally regardlefs of the poor and needy. 
He gave him (and in him all others) the good 
advice of inviting the poor, the blind, the lame, 
who could not make any requital, rather chan 
his own friends or rich acquaintance, who were 
able to return the compliment, to his entertain-~ 
ments, telling him that in fo doing he might de- 
pend upon a recompence from God in the king- 
dom of heaven. ‘* When thou makeft a dinner 
of a fupper, (faid he) call not thy friends, nor 
thy brethren, neither thy kinfmen, nor tliy rich 
neighbours ; left they alfo bid thee again, and a rc- 
compence be made thee. But when thou makeft a 
feaft, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, aid the 
blind. And thou foalt be bleffed 3 for they cannot 
recompence thee: for thou fhalt be re-ompenced at 
the refurrection of the juft.” 

On hearing thefe laft words one of the com- 
pany called out, Bleffed is be that fhall eat bread 
in the kingdom of God*. From hence Our Lord 
took occafion to reprefent the different fuccefs of 
the Gofpel, the rejection of it by the Jews, and 
the 





kingdom, in which the Jews fhould dard it over the Gentile 
world, enjoy their wealth, and be provided with all thofe 
earthly biejlings and delights in which they placed their fe- 
licity. 
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the call of the Gentiles. This he delivered un- 
der the emblem of a feaft, to which thofe that 
were invited, upon fundry pretences, refufed to 
come, fo that the mafter of the houfe was ob'i- 
ged to fend out into the ftreets and lanes of the 
city, and into the highways, to collect a fufficient 
number of guefts, being determined, that none 
of thofe, who were firft invited; foould tafte of kis 
{upper T- 

After Our Lord had delivered this parable he 
departed from the Pharifee’s houfe, and being 
followed by a prodigious concourfe of people, 
he explained to them what they were to truft to 
if they intended to become his difciples. He 
told them that they muft renounce even fome of 
their moft lawful affcétion:, and prepare them- 
felves to undergo the moft unjuft perfecutions, if 
they thought of properly profeffing his religion ; 
and therefore (that they might not fail in the day 
of trial) he advifed them to confider well before- 
hand what fuch a profeflion would coft them: 
«For, as he, who begins to build, and has not 
** money to accomplifh it, leaves his work im- 
« perfect, and himfelf becomes ridiculous ; or 
as he that defigns to go to war, and has not 
* nen or money enough to go through with it, 
*« had better never have engaged in it; fo he 
that undertakes to be a Chriftian, muft refolve 
“© to renounce all that is precious, and to bear all 
« that is affiéfive to himin this world, otherwife 
* he will never be able to hold out.” Whofeever 
he be of you that forfaketh not all that he bath, 
he connzt be my difciple. 

Among the great multitudes that daily reforted 
to Our Saviour to hear his difcourfes, were many 
Publicans and Sinners. This gave great offence 
to the Scribes and Pharifees, who murmured at 
his condefcending goodnefs in fo freely conver- 
fing with (what they called) fuch infamous peo- 
ple. But, to vindicate himfelf in this refpeét, 
he compared his conduct to that of a man, who, 
having an hundred theep, left the ninety and nine 
in quett of the one which was gone aftray: as 
alfo to that of a woman fearching, with all dili- 
gence, for a niece of filver that was loft, and re- 
joicing exceedingly when fhe found it. By thefe 
comparifons he intimated the great care all pro~ 
phets and paftors ought to take of thofe com- 
mitted to their care, and the obligation they lay 
under of fearching diligently for every wander- 
ing finner, whofe converfion is a grateful offering 
tothe Alinighty. Tere is joy in the prefence of 
the angels of God, over one finner that repenieth, 

But to illuftrate this doctrine ftill farther, and 
to fhew that the greateft finner, if convinced of 
his unworthy and loft condition in himfelf, might 
find grace and favour in the fight of God, upon 





+ By this feat is reprefented the Gofpel Difpenfation, and 
the bounty and infinite love of God are fignified by the great- 
nefs of it, and the numbers invited. The fir? bidding im- 
plies all the previous notices of the Meffiah, by which the 
law and the prophets were intended to prepare the Jews for 
the reception of himand his doftrinc. The /econd bidding, 
when afl things avecre ready, fecms to import all that Jeius 
did, and taught, and fuffered for their converfion and fal- 
vation, and all the teftimonies and exhortations of his apof- 
ties, and other preachers of the Gofpel, to the fame purpofe. 
The excufes fent tor their abfence are the prejudices and paf- 
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a devout and {erious repentance, he delivered a 
moft beautiful parable, which is defervedly ef. 
teemed a mafter-piece of its kind ; and the fub- 
ftance of’ which is to the following effect: 

A certain man had two fons, the younger of 
whom, not content to live in his father’s houfe, 
fafe under his protection, and happy under his 
eye, defired his father to give him the portion 
of goods which fell to his fhare. The indulgent 
father did not hefitate to grant his requeft; but 
the ungrateful fon had no fooner obtained what 
he afked of his parent, than he left the prefence 
and neighbourhood of fo kind a father, and re- 
tired into a far country, where he had an oppor. 
tunity of indulging, without reftraint, his wicked 
inclinations; and there he wafted his fubftance in 
riotous living. Having thus confumed the por. 
tion given him by his indulgent parent, he be+ 
gan to feel the miferies of want, and, to add to 
his misfortunes, a terrible famine arofe in the 
land; fo that he foon became acquainted with 
the fharp ftings of hunger. In this diftre-s:d 
condition, he hired himfelf to a citizen of that 
country, willing to try every expedient, rather 
than return to his kind, his merciful father, and 
humbly confefs his faults. His matter, from a 
jutt contempt of his former prodigality, en- 
ployed him in the meaneft and mott contempti- 
ble offices; fending him into his field to teed 
fwine. Behold here, ye fons of extravagance, a 
change indeed ! Behold this thoughtlefs prodi- 
gal, reduced at once from a life of voluptuout- 
nefs and gaiety, a life of pleafure and excefs, to 
a life of the matt abjeét flavery, a life of penury 
and want! Nay, fo great was his hunger, fo 
prodigious his diftrefs, that he would have 
been contented, in this miferable ftate, to have 
fatisfied the cravings of hunger with the moft in- 
different kind of food: butno man relieved him, 
no man fhewed the leaft compaffion for him; fo 
that the very {wine were in a better condition than 
this wretched prodigal. 

Thus miferably reduced, he was brought to 
himfelf: he had hitherto been in a ftate of utter 
forgetfulnefs; but now began to reflect on his 
happy condition, while he continued with his 
father, before he had deviated from the paths of 
virtue, and to compare it with his pretent deplo- 
rable condition. Hew many b:red fervants of im 
father, faidhe to himfelf, have bread enough, and 
to fpare, and I perifh with kunger ? Y will there- 
fore, undeferving as I am, have recourfe to his 
mercy and favour. J will arife and go to my 
father, for fuch he itill is, and I, though wretched 
and loft, atm yet his fon; I will therefore ja u..- 
to him, Father, I hove finned again heaven ent 

before 
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fions, and worldly intereft, which not only hindered thof 
Jews from coming into the faith, but likewile difpofed them 
to treat all attempts to win them over with the utmoft ob (he 
nacy and contempt. The guelts brought in from aérozd to 
fupply their places are the Gentile World, to whom (after 
the jews had throft it from them) the fubfequent tenders o 
this grace and falvation were made. And he declaring that 
none of thoje usho were bidden fhould tafte of this supper de 
notes the giving thofe Jews over to their seen phat te 
and leaving them under that infidelity in which they have 
ever fince continued. - 
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before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy 
on: that happinefs is too great for me to expect 
or defire; I have, by my behaviour, forfeited all 
the right I once had in fo endearing, fo valuable 
a title: Alake me as one of thy hired fervants. I 
defire nothing more, than that chou wouldft mer- 
cifully receive me even in the humble fate of a 
menial fervant. 

Having thus made a firm refolution of throw- 
ing himielf at the feet of his father, and implo- 
ring forgivenefs for his paft offences, he did not 
delay to put it immediately into execution ; he 
arofe, and with the utmoft expedition went to his 
father. ; ; 

A fcene of tendernefs and affection, amazingly 
pathetic, now prefents itfelf to our view! His 
kind, his affe@tionate father faw him while he was 
yet afar off ; his bowels yearned towards him, he 
had compaffion on his loft, his ruined child : 
paternal fondnefs would not fuffer him to for- 
bear, he ran to meet him, he fell on his neck, 
he kiffled him. Encouraged by this kind recep- 
tion, the fon fell down at his father’s feet, and 
began to make conteffion of his faults, to 
plead his own unworthinefs, to requeft his fa- 
ther’s pardon: Father, faid he, J have finned a- 
evinft beaven, and in thy Sight, and am no more 
esarthy to be called thy for——He was not fuffered 
to proceed any farther, the love of his parent 


prevented thereft; he commanded his fervant 


to bring the beit robe, and put it on him, to put 
a ring on his hand, and fhoes on his feet ; and to 
kill the fatted calf, that they might eat and be 
inerry. Lier this, my son, faid he, was dead, and 
is alive again; he was lift, and is found. 

During this tranfaction, the elder brother was 

inthe field, properly employed in his father’s bu- 
finefs; but returning from thence, and hearing 
the found of mirth, mufic, and dancing, he 
called one of the fervants, and afked what thefe 
things meant? The fervant replied, that his 
younger brother was returned, and that his fa- 
ther had killed the farted calf, becaufe he had 
received him fafe and found. This news greatly 
difpleafed the elder fon; he was very angry, and 
refufed to go in, upon which his father came out 
and intreated him; but he replied, Lo! thefe 
many years dol ferve thee, neith tranfgrefed I at 
any time thy commandment, and yet thou never gaveft 
mea kid, that 1 might make merry with my friends: 
Lut as foon as this thy fon was come, which hath 
devoxred thy living with harlots, thou haft killed 
fcr him the fatted calf. Luke xv. 29, &c. 
” ‘Ylis father, with rhe moft amiable condefcend- 
ing tendernefs, replied, So, thou art ever with 
ive, and all that I have is thine: it was meet that 
sve foculd make merry and be glad: for this thy 
trother was dead, and is alive again; and was 
‘ft, and is found. Though he hath been fo in- 
difcrect in his conduét, yet he is both thy bro- 
ther and my fon; thou fhouldft not, therefore, 
be angry, becaufe he has repented, and is re- 
turned, after we thought him irrecoverably 
lor. 

Thus beautifully did our Lord reprefent the 
work of grace on the heart of man, from the 
firft conviction of fin to the abfolute confeflion 
of it; fhewing at the fame time there can be no 
true confeffion, without a thorough confcioufnefs 
of guilt, a fenfe of our loft ftate, and an entire 
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reliance onthe mercy of God through Chriit 
our Lord. 


By this parable Our Bleffed Lord (in the cha- 
racter of the elder brother) reproves the unjuit 
murmurings of the Pharifees, who were di{- 
pleafed at his converfing with finners, though 
the falvation of fuch was the main end of 
coming into the world. 

Having thus expofed the pride and envy of 
the Pharifees, he next reproved them for their 
Covetoufnefs, and then proceeded to inftrucét 
his difciples in particular, and the multitude in 
general, what was the proper ufe they were to 
make of their riches; which he difplayed 
by relating the following parable of the artful 
fteward. ‘* There was (faid he) a certain rich 
“© man, who had a fteward, and the fame was 
accufed unto him, that he had wafted his goods. 
And he called him, and faid unto him, how 
is it that I hear this of thee? Give an account 
of thy ftewardthip,; for thou mayeft be no 
longer fteward.” This fevere reprimand, and 
the inward conviction of his own confcience that 
the accufation was juft, obliged the fteward tore- 
fiect on his own ill mifmanagement of his mafter’s 
affairs, and in what manner he fhould fupport 
himfelf when difcharged from his fervitude. 
s¢ What fhall I do? (laid he) for my lord taketh 
“¢ away from ime the ftewardfhip: I cannot dig, 
*€ to beg Lam afhamed.”” In this manner did 
he deliberate with himfelf, and at length re- 
folved on the following expedient, in order to 
provide for himfelf after being difcharged from 
his fervitude. “ Tam refolved what to do, that 
« when Iam put out of the ftewardthin, they 

may receive ine into their houfes. So he cal- 
led every one of his lord’s debtors unto him, 
and faid unto the firft, how much oweft thou 
unto my lord ? and he faid, an hundred mea- 
fures of oil: and he faid unto him, take thy 
bill, and fir down quickly, and write fifty. 
Then faid he to another, And how much owett 
thou ? And he faid, an hundred meafures of 
s© wheat. And he faid unto him, take thy bill, 
*€ and write fourfcore.” 

The inftruction Our Lord gave to his difviples 

from this parable was, not that they fhould imi- 
tate the injuffice, but the forecaff and policy of 
this fteward, by employing his earrhly riches to 
make them friends in the perfon of the poor, 
that, when they came to leave this ¢traufitery 
world, they might, by thefe means, be received 
into everlafting habitations in heaven; and that 
the children of light might become as prudent in 
things relative to their falvation, as the ch:/dron 
of this world were, in the management of their 
temporal affairs. 
This difcourfe made little or no timpreMfon on 
the Pharifecs: being ftupified and intoxicated 
with fenfual pleafures, they were deaf to every 
argument, however powerful, provided it was 
levelled againft their worldly enjoyments. In 
order, therefore, to illuftrate this truth, confi 
his affertion, and rouze thefe hypocritical wretches 
from their lethargy, Our Lord delivered the 
following moft beautiful parable of the rich man 
and the beggar. 

«’ Vhere wasacertain rich man, which was 
«€ cloathed in purple and fine linen, and fare.t 
‘© fumptuoully every day. And there was a cer- 
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“© tain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid 
“© at his gate full of fores, and defiring to be fed 
*¢ with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s 
«© table ; moreover (fo great was his mifery, fo 
*€ exquifite his diftrefs) the dogs came and licked 
“¢ his fores.’ Thus wretched in life, the Al-~ 
mighty, at laft releafed him, the beggar died, 
and was ccrried by the angels into Abraham's be- 
fom. Nor could the rich man’s wealth refcue him 
from the fame fate, the rich man alfo died, end 
was buried. But behold now the great, the aw- 
ful change! In hell he lifi up bis eyes, being in 
torments, and feeth sibrabam afar off, and the late 
defpifed and afflicted Lazarus, in bis bofom. In 
this agony of pain and diftrefs, he cried to 
Abraham, begging that he would take pity on 
him, and fend Lazarus to give him even the 
leaft degree of relief, that of dipping the tip of 
his finger in water, to cool his tongue, for his 
torment was intolerable. ‘© Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and fend Lazarus, that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool 
my tongue; for I am tormented in_ this flame. 
But Abraham faid, Son, remember that thou in 
thy life time receivedft thy good things, and 
likewife Lazarus evil things: but now he is com- 
forted, andthouart tormented. And befides all 
this, between us and you there is a great gulf 
fixed; fo that they which would pafs from hence 
to you, cannot: neither can they pafs to us, that 
would come from thence.” Luke xvi 24, &c. 

The miferable wretch, finding it impoffible to 
procure any relief for himtelf, was defirous of 
preferving his thoughtlefs relations from the like 
diftrefs: “ Then he faid, I pray thee therefore, 
father, that thou wouldeft fend him to my father’s 
houfe: for I have five brethren; that he may 
teflify unto them, Jeft they alfo come into this 
place of torment.” This alfo was a petition 
that could not be granted. They may Jearn, 
faid Abraham, the certainty of the immortality 
of the foul, from the books of Mofes and the 
prophets, if they will give themfelves the trou- 
ble to perufe them attentively. To which the 
miferable object replied, that the books of Mo- 
fes and the prophets had been ineffeétual to him, 
and he feared would be fo to his brethren. But 
if one actually arofe from the dead, and appeared 
to them, they would certainly repent, and em- 
brace thofe offers of falvation they had before 
flighted. Nay, father Abrabam: but if one went 
unto them from the dead, they will repent. But 
Abraham told him, that in this he was greatly 
miftaken; for thatif they refufed to believe the 
evidence of a future ftate, contained in the wri- 
tings of Mofes and the prophets, the teftimony 
of a meffenger from the dead would nat be fuf- 
ficentro convincethem. Jf they bear not Mofes 
and the prophets, neither will they be perfuaded 
though one rofe from ibe dead. 

There certainly 1s not a more awakening and 
alarming exainple than this parable, throughout 
the whole of the gofpel. it is drawn in fuch 
lively colours, that many, in all ages of the 
church, have confidered it not as a parable, but 
asa real hiftory ; but however this be, the im- 
portant truths delivered in it are equally clear, 
and equally certain. They are defigned to point 
eut the difference between this {tate and a future, 
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between the children of this world-and the chjl-_ 
dren of light, the former having had the portion 
of happinefs here, but that of the latter being 
referved for a glorious one hereafter. - 

Among the great numbers of people who at- 
tended Our Lord wherever he went, fome came 
out of neceffity, others out of curiofity ; fome 
out of a fpirit of devotion, and others out of a 
{pirit of captioufnefs, and with an intent to en- 
{nare him from what he might fay in his dif 
courfes. Of this laft fort were the Scribes and 
Pharifees, who, taking the queftion of divorces 
to be fomewhat intricate, put it to Our Saviour 
who, limiting the permiffion of fuch feparations 
to the cafe of adultery only, reminded them of 
that ftriét and natural union between man and 
wife, which God had appointed at their firft 
creation, and, confequently, was not to be dif- 
annulled by any human inttitution. 

Here the Pharifees, thinking they had got the 
advantage of the argument, mentioned the pre- 
cept of Mofes, wherein he permitted the hut. 
band, in many cafes, to give a bill of divorce 
to the wife: but to this Our Lord obferved, 
that, though under the Mofaic dilpenfation, 
God, knowing their obflinacy and perverfe in- 
clinations, allowed a difpeniation on this point, 
by fuffering divorces; yet, according to the ori- 
ginal inftitution of marriage, it was not fo ; and 
therefore, to reduce the matter to its primary 
eftablifhment, he determined, that all divorces 
for any lefs caufe than that of fornication were 
illegal, and, on both fides, attended. with adul- 
tery. On hearing “this fome of the difciples 
(thinking the engagement of too rigorous a-na- 
ture) began to exprefs their diflike of marriage ; 
upon which Our Lord told theim, that with thofe 
who had the gift of continency a fingle life was 
the more conducive towards the attainment of 
the kingdom of heaven but that thofe who had 
itnor, and thought proper to marry, ought, by 
all means, to adhere to the firft inftitution, 

After this Our Lord reminded his difciples of 
fevcral things he had inftructed them in betore, 
viz. of the impoflibility of preventing fcandals 
and offences; of the duty of forgiving our bro- 
ther his repeated tranfereftions ; of the neceffity 
andeMicacy of faith, in order to be heard in our 
requefls to God ; of humility in the performance 
of our duty, becaufe at the beft we are but un- 
profitable fervants, and efpecially of humility in 
our addreffes to God, for which he gave thei a 
parabolical inftance in the behaviour of a Pharifee 
and Publican, who went at the fame time to the 
temple to worhhip. 

‘Lhe Pharifee, having an high opinion of his 
own righteoufnefs, went far into the court of the 
temple, and there offered up his praifes to God 
in thefe words: God (faid he) 1 thank thee ikat 
Tam not as othr men are, extortioners, uajuf, 
adulterers, or even as this publican. I faft twice 
in tke week, I give tyths cf all that [ pofefs. 
Having thus wrapped himfelf up in his own 
righteoufnefs, he caft a fcornful look at the poor 
publican, and then departed the temple. 

But how different was.the behaviour of the 
humble publican ? Impreffed with a deep fenfe of 
his own unworthinefs, he would not even enter 
the courts of the temple; but ftood afar ot 
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and fmote upon his breaft, and in the bitternefs 
of his foul, earneftly implored the mercy of Om- 
nipotence; nd the publican flanding afar offs 
would not lift up fo much as his eyes unto heaven, 
but fmote upon bis breaft: faying, God, be merc 
ful to me a finner, Luke xviii. 13. 

Specious as the Pharifee’s behaviour may feem, 
his prayer was an abomination to the Lord ; 
while the poor publican, who confeffed his guilt, 
and implored mercy, was juftified in the fight 
of God, rather than this arrogant boafter. The 
parable fuffictently indicates, that alt the fons of 
men ftand in need of mercy: both the ftrict 
Pharifee, and the defpifed publican, with the 
whole race of mankind, are finners; and con- 
fequently all muft implore pardon of their bene- 
volent Creator, We muftall afcend to the tem- 
ple, and there pour forth our prayers before the 
throne of grace; for there he has promifed ever 
to be prefent, and to grant the petitions of all 
who afk with fincerity and truth, through the 
Son of his love. 

The Pharifees, who waited for the coming of 
the Meffiah, and had formed a romantic notion 
that he would appear with the utmoft glory of a 
temporal prince, demanded of Our Lord when 
the kingdom of God (whereof he had told them 
fo much) was to appear ? In anfwer to this Our 
Lord toldthem, “ that ic fhould not appear with 
any outward pomp or fplendor, as they vainly 
imagined ; and that, in truth, it was already 
begun among them, though they had no dif- 
cernment of it.” 

Having thus anfwered the Pharifees, Our Lord, 
turning himfelf to his difciples, ftritly cautioned 
them not to be deluded by falfe Chrifts and falfe 
prophets, who would pretend to fhew them the 
kingdom of God where it was not. He told 
them, that, before he could enter into his glo- 
rified ftate, he was to fuffer many things, and.be 
rejected by the Jews; but that, after his death, 
he would give inconteftable proofs of his power 
and dominion, by the wonderful propagation of 
his Gofpel, and by the vengeance he fhould take 
on the Jewifh nation. He therefore exhorted 
them not to imitate the fecurity of the people 
in Noah’s time, or of the inhabitants of Sodom, 
nor to expre{s any concern for the deftruction of 
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their country, as did Lot's wife for the burning 
of Sodoin; but to ufe their urmoft care and di- 
ligence (when they faw the Roman armies ad- 
vancing) not to be involved in the general ca- 
ity. And becaufe, ia involving feme, -and 
preferving others, there would be much of God’s 
diftinguifhing Providence concerned, he there- 
fore exhorted them to pray without fainting, or 
being-difceuraged at any thing; and to this pur- 
pofe ae propounded to them a parable the fub- 
itance of which was to the following effect. 

Ina cértain city livéd a judge, who being 
governed by atheiftical principles, had no regard 
to the precepts of religion, and being very pow- 
erful did not care what was faid of him by man: 
fo that all his decifions were influenced merely 
by paffion or intereft. In the fame city was alfo 
a widow, who, having no friends to affift her, 
was abfolutely unable to defend herfelf from in- 
juries, or procure redrefs for any fhe had re« 
ceived. In this deplorable fituation fhe had re- 
courfe to the unjuft judge, in order to obtain 
fatisfaction for fome oppreffive wrong fhe had 
lately received; but the judge was fo abandoned 
to pleafure, that he refuled, for a time, co liften 
to her requeft; he would ‘not give himfelf the 
trouble to examine her cafe, though the crying 
injuftice pleaded fo powerfully for this diftreffed 
widow. She was not, however, intimidated. ‘by 
his refufal ; fhe inceffantly importuned him, till, 
by repeated reprefentations of her diftrefs, he 
was wrought upon. to do her juftice, merely to 
free himfelf fromher importunities, ‘* Though 
“© (faid he to himfelf) I fear not God, nor re- 
© gard man; yet, becaufe this widow troubleth 
«© me, I will fee her righted, teft, by her conti- 
** nual coming, fhe weary me.” 

The fentument conveyed by Our Bleffed Sa- 
viour, in this parable, is very beautiful. We 
hence learn, that the cries of the affiicted will, 
by being inceffantly repeated, make an impref- 
fion even on the ftony hearts of wicked men, 
who glory in their impiety, and laugh at the 
precepts of juftice, virtue, and religion: and, 
therefore, cannot fail of being regarded by the 
benevolent Father of the univerfe, who liftens to 


.the petitions of his faithful fervants, and pours 


on their heads the choiceft of his bleffings. 
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Our Lord leaves Galilee; ands croffing the river Fordan, enters Perea, where be cures great numbers 


X. 


of people afflitted with various diforders. He kindly receives the little children brought to bim to 
partake of bis Divine benediftion. Shews to the people the great danger of riches, and the rewards 
of a faithful adberence to him and bis religion; which be .difplays under the parable of labourers in 
avineyard. Is applied to by Martha and Mary in bebalf of their brother Lazarus, who is fick ; 
upon which Our Lord goes to Bethany. In his way be cures Bartimeus, a blind man, and dines with Zac. 
cheus, a publican, at whofe houfe be delivers the parable of the fervants entruked with their lord's 
money. He arrives at Bethany, and raifes Lazarus from the dead, to the great aftonifbment of all 
the fpeftators.' The news of this miracle reaching Ferufalem, the Sanbedrim form the refolution of 
having kim putto death, upon which be retires, for a foort time, to Ephraim, a fmall place belonging 
to the tribe of Benjamin: He leaves Ephraim, and proceeds towards Ferufalem, in bis way to which 
he ftops at Bethany, and fups with Lazarus, whom he bad raifed from the dead. During bis flay 
Mary teftifies ber obedience, humility and refpe&, by anointing bis feet with odoriferous perfume, and 
afterwards wiping them with the bair of ber bead. Fudas [fcariot repines at the lofs of the valua- 
ble ointment, for which Our Lord, after commending Mary’s condut?, rebukes him for his avarice. 
Our Lord makes bis public entry into Sferufalem, amidft the univerfal acclamations of the people, and 


én bis near approach to the city gublicly laments its impending fate. 


FTER Our Lord had been, for fome time, 
preaching the doétrine of falvation in dif- 
ferent parts of Galilee, he removed to Perea, a 
moft beautiful diftri€t firuated on the eaft fide of 
the river Jordan. Here he was followed by pro- 
digious multitudes of people, whom he both 
taught, and cured of the refpective diftempers 
with which they were afflicted. In confequence 
of this many perfons, thinking, perhaps, that 
his power would be as great in preventing, as in 
removing, diforders, brought their children to 
‘him, requefting that he would put his hands 
upon them, and blefs them. Our Lord’s difci- 
ples, thinking it below the dignity of their Maf- 
ter to be difturbed and interrupted by infants, at 
firtt refuled admittance to thofe who brought 
them ; which being obferved by Jefus, he re- 
proved them for fo doing, and withal recom- 
mended the innocence and fimplicity of thofe 
babes as a pattern for their imitation. Suffer 
(fays he) little children to come unto me, and for- 
bid them not , for of fuch is the kingdom of God. 
He then ordered the children to be brought be- 
fore him, which being done, he laid his hands 
apon them, and bleffed them ; and having given 
fome beneficial inftructions to the multitude, he 
difmiffed them, and departed. 

A fhort time after this a young perfon of great 
diftinétien and wealth, and who was lhkewile a 
ruler of the fynagogue, meeting with Our Lord, 
defired to know of him what he was to do in or- 
der to attain eternal life. Good mafter (faid he) 
what geod things fhall I do, that I may have 
eternal life ? Yhough this young ruler appeared 
to pay great honour to Our Lord, yet he was 
far from being fineere in his heart: for though 
he fliled him goed, yet he did not believe that 
he was ient from God, as fufficiently appears 


from his refufing to obferve the counfel given 
him. Our Lord well knew his fecret intentions, 
and was perfectly acquainted with the inmoft re- 
ceffes of his heart; and accordingly rebuked 
him for his hypacritical addrefs before he an- 
fwered his queftion. Why calleft thou me good? 
There is none good but one, that is God. But as 
he had defired the advice of Our Lord, who 
never refufed it to any of the fons of men, he 
readily anfwered his queftion, by -telling him 
that he muft pay a ftri€t attention to all the mo- 
ral precepts of the law, and in particular to the 
commandments of the fecond table, which 
would be a certain fign of his keeping thofe of 
the firft. The'young ruler replied, that all thefe 
he had made it his fludy to obferve from his 
youth; upon which our Lord, who knew his 
covetous temper, and was willing to touch him 
to the quick, told him, that if he was defirous 
of aiming at perfection in religion, his only 
way would be to fell his eftate, give it to the 
poor, and come and be one of his difciplcs. Jf 
thou wils be perfec (faid he) go and fell that thox 
baft, and give it to tke poor, and thou fhalt have 
treafure in heaven: and come and fol'ow me. But 
the young ruler’s heart was fo fixed upon his 
riches, that he could not liften to this advice: 
he therefore went away very penfive and melan- 
choly, being loth to part with his then poffetfions 

for any treafure in reverfion. . 
This melancholy inftance of.the pernicious 
influence of riches over the minds of the chil- 
dren of men, induced Our Lord to caution his 
difciples againft things of fuch injurious tenden- 
cy; which he did by fhewing them how very 
difficult ic was for a rich man to procure an hi 
bitation in the regions of eternal happinels- 
Verily (faid he) I fay unto you, it ts eafer she 
5 came, 
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camel * io go through the é;e of a needle; than for 
a rich man toenter’into the kingdomibf' God. Whey 
bis difciples beard it, they were execedingly dmaxed, 
faxing, Who then can. be'faved? But” Fefles ‘be-' 
held them, and faid ‘knto them; With mek this is 
impoffible, buat’ with Ged all things abe poffib-e.: 
Matth. xix. 23, &c: oo p Ss 
This anfwtr of the Bleffe? Jefus -was} how- 
ever, far from fatisfying his difciples;' whd had; 
doubtlefs, often reflected: wich pléaftre on’ the 
high pofts they were to enjoy in theif Mafter’s 
kingdom. Peter, who appears to have been 
particularly difdppointed, addreffed his Matter: 
in the narhe of the reft; begging him to remém- 
ber that his apofties had actually done what the 
young rtlerHad refufed: They had abandoned: 
their relations, their friends; their poffeffions; 
and their employments; on his atcount: afid 
therefore they defired to know what reward they 
were to expect fur thefe inftances of their obe- 
dience. i ene ae 
In anfwer to this Our Bleffed Lord told Peter 


that they fhould not fail of a reward even in this |, 


life, for immediately after his refurrection, when 


he afcended to his Father, and entered on his | 


mediatorial office, they fhould be advanced to 
the honour of judging the twelve tribes of Ifrael ; 
that is; of ruling the church of Chrift, which 
they were to plant in different parts of the earth: 
Verily I fay unto you, that ye which have followed 
me in the regeneration, when the Son of man foall 
Jit on the throne of his glory, ye alfo fhall fit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of [frael. 
Matth. xix. 28. 

Having given this anfwer to Peter, Our Lord 
next mentioned the rewards his other difciples 
fhould receive both in this world and the next, 
which he exprefled in words to this effect: Thofe 
who have given up all for my fake fhall be no 
jofers in the end: their benevolent Father will 
not fail to fupport them during their long and 
painful journey to the happy Canaan, and raife 
them up friends who fhall affift them with thofe 
neceffaries they might have expected from their 
relations, had they not left them for my fake. 
Divine Providence will take care that they have 
every thing valuable that could be given them 
by their relations, or they could defire from 
large poffeffions. They fhall, indeed, be fed 
with the bread of forrow ; but this fhall produce 


joys, to which all the earthly pleafures bear no | 


proportion; and, in the end, obtain everlafting 
life. They fhall leave this vale of forrow be- 
hind them, and fly to the manfions of their 
heavenly Father, the fountain of life and joy, 
where they fhall be infinitely rewarded for all 
the fufferings they have undergone in this world. 
And every one that bath forfaken boufes, or brethren, 
or fifters, cr father, or mother, or wife, or chil- 
dren, cr lands for my mame’s fake, foall receive an 
kundred-fold, -and fall inberit everlafting life. But 





* The exprefiion, it is eafier for a camel to go through the 
Ot of a needle, was 2 common proverb among the Jews, to 
exprefs the great diffictlty of a thing. The meaning is 
Rot, that itis impefiblé, but that, comparatively {peaking, it 
i very dificult tor thofe who are continually furrounded with 
Pleafure, and grandeur, and temptations of this world, to 
Preferve that habitual virtuous difpofition of miad, which 
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many that are firft foail be laft, and the aft foall 


be: firft. Matths xix. 29, Bec: * ia 

; ‘Bur; heft the:diiciples thould not perfectly un- 
‘derftand:what he meant by the expreffion the firff- 
ifoall be laf; and the laf firft, he delivered to them. 
‘the following parable: of. che houfholder; who; 
, at different Hours of the day, hired labourers to. 
iwork in his vineyard: 
‘ven ‘(fays Our Blefled Lord) is like unto.a man 
;that-is' an houfholder; which wene out early id 
the morning to hire labourets into hisvineyard. 
: And when he. had agteed with the labourers 
- for.a-penriy a day; he: fent them into his vineyard. 


** The kingdom of hea~" 


And he went out about the third hour, and faw 
others ftanding idle in the market-place, and 
faid unto them; Go ye alfo into the vineyard, 
and whatfoever is right I will give you. “And 


‘they went their way. Again he werit out about 


the fixth and ninth hour, and didlikewife. And 
about the eleventh hour he went out and found 
others ftanding idle, and faith unto them, Why 
ftand ye here all the dayidle? ‘Chey fay unto 
him, Becaufe no man hath hired us. He faith 
unto! them, Go ye alfo into the vineyard ; and 
whatfoever is right; that fhall ye receive. So 
when even: was come, the lord ef the vineyard 
faith unto his fteward; Call the labourers, and 
give them their hire, beginning from the la{t 
unto the firft. And when they came that were 
hired about the eleventh hour, they received 
every man a penny. But when the firft came, 
they fuppofed that they fhould have received 
more; and they likewife received every mana 
penny. And when they had received ir, they 
murmured. againft the good man of the houfe, 
Saying; Theie laft have wrought but one hour, 
and thou haft made. them equal unto us, which 
havé borne the burden and heat of the day. But 
he anfiwered one of them, and faid, Friend, I 
do thee no wrong : didft thou not agree with me 
for a penny? Take that thine is, and go thy way: 
I will give unto this laft, even as unto thee. Is 
it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine 
own? Is thine eye evil, becaufe 1 am good ? 
So the jaft fhall be firft, and the firft laft: for 
many be called, but few chofen.” 

Such is the parable of the houffiolder as deli- 
vered by Our Saviour, and, from the applications 
contained in it, may be thus interpreted. The 
difpenfation of religion, which God gave to 
mankind, in different parts of the world, are re- 
prefented by the vineyard, The Jews, who were 
early members of the true church, and obliged 
to obey the Jaw of Mofes, are the labourers 
which the houfholder hired early in the morning. 
The Gentiles, who were converted at feveral 
times, by the various interpofitions of Provi- 
dence, to the knowledge and worfhip of the true 
God, are the labourers hired at the third, fixtl 
and ninth hours. And the invitation given at 
the eleventh hour implies the calling of perfons 

in 





is neceflary to qualify men for the life to come. The de- 
ceitfulnefs of riches blinds the eyes of men; the plia/ures of 
life fteal.from rhemi their underitandings ; ower is very apt 
to lead them into ambition and tyranny ; plenty into intem- 
perance 3; and continual profferizy into a carele{s [pigit, and 
a neglet and forgetfulnets sf God, 
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in the eve of life to the knowledge of the Gof- 
pel. The law of Mofes was a heavy yoke; and 
therefore the obedience to ita pa was very 
clearly reprefented by thofe w 

and burthen of the whole day. But the profelyte 
Gentiles paid obedience.only to fome-particular 
precepts of the law ; bore but pare of its weight ; 
and were therefore reprefented by thofe who were 
hired at the third, fixth and ninth hours: while. 
thofe who regulated theis conduc by the law 
nature only, and efteemed the works of jufties;, 
piety, temperance, and charity, as their whole 
duty, are beautifully reprefented as labouring: 
only one hour. 
and each labourer was to receive his wages, they 
were all placed upon an equal footing, thefe re-: 
wards being the privileges and advantages of the. 
Gofpel. The Jews, who had borne the yoke of 
the Mofaic ceremonies, murmured when they 
found the Gentiles were admitted to its privi- 
leges, without being fubjeét to their ceremonial 
worfhip. But we muft not urge the circumftance 


of the reward fo far as to imagine that either |} 


Jews or Gentiles merited the bleffings of the 
Gofpel, by their having laboured faithfully in 
the vineyard, or having behaved as they ought 
to have done under their feveral difpenfations. 
The glorious gofpel, with all its bleffings, was 
beftowed entirely by the free grace of God, and 
without any thing in men to merit it; befides, 
it was offered promifcuoufly to all whether good 
or bad, and embraced by perfons of all charac- 
ters. The conclofion, therefore, of this beau- 


tiful parable deferves our utmoft attention: we | 


fhould often ferioufly meditate upon it, and be 
careful of endeavouring, by every means in our 
power, to make our caliing and election fure. 

The celebration of the feaft of the Paffover 
being near at hand, Our Lord determined, in 
his own mind, to leave Perea, and proceed to~ 
wards Jerufalem, in order to be prefent at that 
ceremony. Before, however, he left Perea, he 
received a meffage from Martha and Mary, two 
fitters who lived at Bethany, informing him that 
their brother Lazarus, for whom Our Lord had 
a peculiar reipect, was dangerous ill, and that 
there were little hopes of his recovery. But Our 
Bleffed Lord did not, for wite reafons to himfelt, 
pay immediate attention to this meflage, by going 
with all hafle to the relief of the perfon difeafed. 


He intended, on this occafion, to manifeft the | 


glory of God, as well as his own Divine power 
and miffion, by a greater miracle than that.of a 
&mple cure, and therefore delayed going until 
Lazarus was dead. 

Two days after this Our Lord left Perea, and 
proceeded towards Bethany, which was in the 
direct road to Jerufalem. On the way he called 
his apoftles afide, told them where he intended 
to go, and what would be the confequence. He 
repeated che prophecies concerning his . future 
fafferings ; and added, that though they fhould 
put him to death, yet that circumitance, inftead 
of weakening, fhould increafe their faith, efpe- 
cially as he would rife again the third day from 
the dead. “ Behold (faid he), we go up to Fe- 
rufalem, and all things that are written by the 
prophets, concerning the Son of man, fhall be 
accomplithed :. for he fhall be delivered unto the 
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Gentiles and {hall be mocked, and fpitefully en« 
\tgeated, and {pissed on: and they thall fcourge:’ 
thim,. and put him to death : the third day 
jhe thal rife again.” Lake xviii. 32, 33. 

' As this prediction manifeftly ade to the con. 
‘firmation of the antient prophecigs, jt muft have 
.given the greateft encouragement ta his difciples 
thad shey underfhood and applica it in a proper’ 
‘manger; but they were o- unacquainted, with 
ithe Seriptapes, that: they had nos any idea of 
lwhat he meant. dud they undérfiood rene of 
‘thefe things: and this faying was bid from them; 
i mpither knew they the things which ware fpoken. — 

James and John (the two fons of Zebedee} 
were in particular {9 ignorant that they thoughs 
their Mafter, by his telling them be. would rife 
again from the déad, meant that he would then 
erect his empire; and therefore, at the inftiga- 
tion of their mother, begged that he would con-~ 
| fer on them the chief pofts in his kingdom ; 
which they expreffed, by defiring to be feated, 
ae one on bis right band, and the otker om kis 

te 
The two apoftles, James and John, had, ever 
fince Our Lord’s Transfiguration, canceived ve- 
| ry high notions of his kingdom, and, poffibly, 
of their own merit alfo, becaufe they, in parti- 
cular had been admitted to behold that miracle, 
But Jefus told them, they were ignorant of the 
nature of the honour they requefted ; and fince 
they defired to fhare with him in glory, afked 
them, If they were willing to fhare with him 
alfo in his fufferings: Ye know not what ye ak; 
are ye able to drink of the cup that I drink of, and 
to be baptized with the baptifu that Iam baptized 
with ? Matth. xx. 22. 

Thefe two difciples, ravifhed with the profpect 
of the dignity they were afpiring after, replied, 
without hefitation, that they were both abl¢ and 
willing to fhare any hardfhip their Mafter might 
meet with, in the way to the kingdom. To 
which he replied, that they fhould certainly fhare 
with him his troubles and afflictions; but that 
they. had afked a favour which was not his to 
give, -“ Ye fhall drink, indeed, of my cup, 
and be baptized: with the baptifm that I am bap- 
tized with ; but to fit on my, right hand, and on 
my left, is not mine ta give, but it fhall be given 
to them for whom it is prepared ef my Father.” 
Matth. xx. 23. ’ sae 

‘This ambitious requeft of the two brothers 
raifed the indignation of the reft of the difciples, 
who thinking themfelves equally deferving the 
principal pofts. in the Meffiah’s kingdom, were 
highly offended at the: arrogance of the fons of 
Zebedee. -Jefus, therefore, in order to redtore 
harmony among his difciples,. told ‘them that 
his kingdom was very. different trom chofe of the 
preient world, and the greatnefs of his difciples 
did not, like that of. fecujar princes, confit in 
reigning over othergin an abfolute and defpotic 
manner. ‘ Ye know that the princes of the 
Gentiles exercife dominion over them, and they 
that are great, exercife authority upon them. 
| But it fhall not be fo among you: but whofoever 
will be chief among you, let him be yout fer- 
| vant: even as the Son of: man came not to be 
i} miniftered unto, but to minitter,.and to give his 


| life a ranfom for many.” Marth. xx. 25, 8c: __ 
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Cap. X. 


Our Bleffed Lord having thus argued to 
undeceive his apoftles relative to the notions 
they entertained of the kingdom he was about 
to eftablifh, proceeded on his journey towards 
Jerufalem. As he drew near to Jericho, at- 
tended by a numerous company; one Bartimeus, 
a blind man (who had long fat by the way-fide 
begging, the only method he had of fupporane a 
wretched exiftence) hearing the noife of a prodigi- 
ous concourfe of people paffing by; and being 1n- 
formed that Jefus of Nazareth was among them; 
called aloud that he would have mercy upon him. 
The people who accompanied Our Lord, fup- 
pofing that the man afked alms, bade him ceafe 
his noife : but the benefit which he defired was 
of greater moment, and therefore, raifing his 
voice he, with more importunity, cried, Have 
mercy upon me, O Lord, thou Son of David. 

This important requeft, and the manner of 
its being made, had the defired effet. Our Lord 
ftood {till, and called him to him, that, by 
his manner of walking, fpeétators might be 
convinced he was really blind. As foon as 
he approached Our Lord afked him what he 
requefted with fuch earneftnefs ? To which the 
beggar anfwered, that he might receive his 
fight. What will ye that I foall do unto you ? 
He faid, Lord, that my eyes may be cpened. 
Having faid this Our Bleffed Lord touched his 
eyes, which he had no fooner done than he 
immediately received his fight, and followed 
him, glorifying God. 

As Our Lord was paffing through Jericho, a 
certain man, named Zaccheus, of great wealth 
and figure among the publicans, was very anxious 
to fee him; but, as he was aman of low fta- 


ture, and could not gratify his curiofity in the | 


crowd, he ran before, and climbed up into a fy- 
camore tree, where he could not fail of having 
a full view of him. When Our Lord approached 
the place where he was, be looked up and faw bim, 
and faid unto kim, Zaccheus make hafte, aud come 
own, for to-day I muft abide at thy boufe. Luke 
mits Gs 

The publican immediately obeyed the Divine 
command, expreffed his joy at Our Lord’s great 
condefcenfion, and taking him to his houfe, 
fhewed him all the marks of civility and refpect 
in his power. But when the people faw Our 
Lord was going to the houfe of a publican, they 
condemned his conduét, as not being conform- 
able to the character of a prophet, Zaccheus 
heard the unjuft reflections the people threw on 
him; and therefore was willing to juftify him- 
felf before Jefus and his attendants. And Zac- 
cheus ficed, and faid unto the Lord, Bebold, Lord, 


the balf of my goods I give to the poor; aud if 


I have taken any thing from any man by falfe ac- 
cufation, I reftore him four-fold, And Fefus faid 
wito him, This day is falvation come to shis boufe, 
firefmuch as be alfo is the fon. of Abraham. | 
Lord, farther to convince the people that the de- 
fign of his miffion was to feek and to reftore life 
and falvation to loft and perifhing finners, added, 
The Son of man is come to feek and to fave that 
which was lofi. — 

While Our Lord continued in the houfe of 
Zaccheus he {poke a parable to his difciples, who, 
knowing his intentions of going to Jeruialem, 
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vainly imagined, on his arrival there, that he 
would feat himfelf upon his throne, and affume 
his regal authority. The parable; therefore, 
which he delivered at this. time; dnd which was 
defigned to remove all fuch thoughts from their 
minds; was to the following effect: “* A certain 
great man, bdin heir to a kingdom; went into 
a far country to take poffeffion of it; but be- 
fore he departed; he called his fervants together, 
and gave each a fum of money to trade withal, 
until he fhould return: The reafon of his jour. 
ney ‘to this foreign land was, becaufe his own 
countrymen over whom he had a right to reign 
were obftinately fet againft him, and difclaimed 
him for their king. When, therefore, he had 
obtained his new kingdom, and returned home, 
he firft called his fervants, with whom he had 
entrufted his money, to an account, rewarding 
the diligent with gifts proportionate to their im- 
provements, and punifhing the negligent; and 
then taking cognizance of fuch of his country- 
men, who, upon his going to be enthroned in 
another kingdom, difclaimed all obedience to 
him, he ordered them, in his prefence, to be put 
to death as fo many rebels.” 

In this parable are delineated the characters of 
three different forts of men; namely, the truc 
difciples of the Meffiah, the hypocrites, and the 
openly profane: and the treatment thefe {ervants 
met with reprefent the final fentences that will 
be paffed upon them by the awful judge of the 
whole earth: The true difciples fhal] be re- 
warded with the honours and pleafures of im- 
mortality; the hypocrites ftripped of all the 
advantages they {o often boafted, and loaded 
with infamy; and the open enemies of Chriit 
fhall fuffer punifhment fevere in proportion to 
the degree of their guilt. 

But though this is the general fenfe of the pa- 
rable, yet it has alfo a particular relation to the 
time when it was fpoken; and intended to teach 
the difciples, that though they might imagine 
the Meffiah’s kingdom was fpeedily to be erected, 
and they were foon to partake of its happincfs, 
yet this was not to take place till after the death 
of their Mafter; and that they themfelves mutt 
perform along and laborious courfe of fervices, 
before they received their eternal reward. That 
after his refurrection, when he had obtained the 
kingdom, he would return from his feat of ma- 
jefty, and reckon with all his fervants, and re- 
ward every one according to the improvements 
he had made in the truft committed to his care : 
and that he would execute, in an exemplary man- 
ner, his vengeance on thofe who rejedied his go- 
vernment, and did all in their power to hinder 
the erection of his kingdom among others. 

After Our Lord had delivered this parable, he 
left the houfe of Zaccheus the publican, and 
profecuted his journey towards Jerufalem. By 
the time that. he arrived at Bethany, Lazarus 
had been dead and buried four days; and feve- 
ral friends and relations from Jerufalem were 
come to condole with the two fifters, Martha 
and Mary, for the lofs of their brother. On 
the firft news of Our Lord’s approach Martha 
went out to meet him, but Mary, who was of a 
more melancholy and contemplative difpofition, 
fat ftillin the houfe. As foon as Martha came 
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into the prefence of Jefus, fhe poured forth her 
complaints in thefe words: Lord (faid fhe) if 
thou badft been bere, mv brother bad not died. She, 
doubtlefs, entertained an high opinion of Our 
Saviour’s power : fhe believed that death did not 
dare to approach his prefence ; and confequently, 
if Jefus had arrived at Bethany, before her bro- 
ther’s diffolution, he had not fallen a victim to 
the king of terrors. But fhe imagined that it 
was not in his power to heal the fick at a diftance; 
though, at the fame time, fhe feemed to.have 
fome dark and imperfect hopes, that Our Bleffed 
Lord would ftill do fomething for her. Bus I 
know, {aid the, that even now whatfoever thou 
wilt afk of God, God will give it thee. She 
thought that Jefus could obtain whatfoever he 
defired by prayer; and therefore did not found 
her hopes on his power, but on the power of 
God through his interceffion. She, doubttefs, 
knew that the great Redeemer of mankind had 
raifed the daughter of Jairus, and the widow’s 
fon at Nain, fromthe dead; but feemsto have 
confidered her brother’s refurrection as much 
more difficult, probably, becaufe he had been 
longer dead. 

In order to give encouragement to Martha’s 
imperfect faith, Our Lord told her, Téy brother 
foall rife again. As thefe words were delivered in 
an indefinite fenfe, with regard to time, Martha 
underftood them only as an argument of confo- 
lation, drawn from the general refurrection, and 
accordingly anfwered, I know that he Jfhall rife 
again at the refurrection; at the laft day. She was 
firmly perfuaded of that important article of the 
Chriftian faith, the refurreétion of the dead; at 
which time fhe believed her brother would rife 
froin the chambers of the duft. And here fhe 
feems to have terminated all her hopes, not 
thinking that Our Lord would, at this time, call 
her brother from the fleep of death. Jefus, there- 
fore, to inftruct her in that great truth, told her, 
Tam the refurreétion and the life. Yam the au- 
thor of the refurrection, the fountain and giver 
of that life they fhall then receive; and there- 
fore can, with the fame eafe, raife the dead now, 
as at the laft day. He that believeth in me, though 
be were dead, yet fhall he live, and whofaever li- 
veth and believeth in me, fhall never die. Relieveft 
thou this? Yowhich Martha replied, Yea, Lord; 
I believe that thou art the Chrift, the Son of God, 
which fhould come into theworld. J believe that 
thou art the true Meffiah, fo long promifed by 
the ee and therefore believe thou art ca- 
pable of performing every inftance of power thou 
art pleafed to claim. 

Martha now feemed to entertain fome confufed 
expectations of her brother’s immmediate refur- 
rection, and, leaving Jefus, ran haftily to inform 
her fifter of all that had pafled. Mary no fooner 
heard that Our Lord was fo near, than fhe im- 
mediately left her relations and friends (who on- 
ly increafed the weight of her grief) and with 
her fitter flew to her Saviour. The Jews, who 
fufpected they were going to weep over the grave 
of their brother, immediately followed them, 
and were eye-witneffes of the great miracle per- 
formed on the deceafed Lazarus. 

No fooner did Mary approach the great Re- 
deemer of mankind, than the fetl proftrate at his 
feet, and, ina flood of tears, poured forth her 
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complaint in the fame words which had been be- 
fore ufed by her fifter: Lord (faid the) if thoy 
hadft been bere, my brother had not died. No 
wonder the compaffionate Jefus was moved at {o 
affecting a fcence ; on his fide ftood Martha, 
pouring forth a flood of tears, at his feet lay the 
affectionate Mary, weeping and lamenting her 
dear departed brother: while the Jews who came 
to comfort the afflicted fifters, unable to confine 
their grief, joined the folemn mourning, and 
mixed their friendly tears, in witnefs of their 
love for the departed Lazarus, and in teftimony 
to the juftice of the fifters grief for the lofs of 
fo amiable, fo deferving a brother. Jefus could 
not behold the affliction of the two fifters, and 
their friends, without having a fhare in it him- 
felf; his heart was melted at the mournful fcene, 
be groaned in fpirit and was troubled. 

_In order to remove the doubts and fears of thefe 
pious women, Our Lord afked them where they 
had buried Lazarus? To which they replied, 
Lord, come and fee. On this Our Lord to thew 
his compaffionate difpofition for the diftreffed, 
and to point out to us, that the tender affections 
of the human heart, when kept in due bounds, 
that friendly forrow, when not immoderate, and 
when direéted to proper ends, is confiftent with 
the higheft fanétity of the foul, joined in the ge- 
neral mourning ; which he teftified by the thed- 
ding of tears. 

When the Jews faw Our Lord weep, they were 
convinced that he loved Lazarus exceedingly; 
but fome of them interpreted this circumftance 
to his difadvantage, for, according to their mean 
way of judging, they imagined thar he had fuf- 
fered him to fall by the ftroke of death for no 
other reafon but for want of power to refcue him, 
And, thinking the miracle faid to have been 
wrought on Bartimeus at leaft as difficult as 
the curing an acute diftemper, they called the 
former in queftion, becautfe the latter had been 
neglected. Could not this man (faid they) wlico 
opened the eyes of the blind, have caufed that evin 
this man fhould not have died ? 

The Bleffed Jefus, regardlefs of their queftion, 
but grieving at the hardnefs of their heart, and 
blindnefs of their infidelity, groaned again with- 
in himfelf, as he walked rowards the fepulchre 
of thedead. At his coming to the grave, he 
faid, Take away the ftone; upon which Martha 
anfwered, Lord, by this time he ftinketh, fer he 
hath been dead four days; intimating that her 
brother’s refurreétion was not, on that account, 
to be expected, But Jefus gave her a folema 
reproof, to teach her that there was not any thing 
impoffible with God ; and that his power is not 
to be circumfcribed within the narrow bounds 0 
human reafon. Said I not unto thee, that, if thou 
wouldeft believe, thou foouldeft fee the glory of God? 
Asif he had faid, have but faith, and I will di- 
play before thee the wonderful works of Divine 
Providence. 

Martha’s objections being thus obviated, fhe, 
with the reft, waited the great event in filences 
and, in purfuance of the command of the’ Soa 
of God, took away the ftone from the place 
where the dead was laid. Jefus had, on many 
occafions, publicly appealed to his own miracles, 
as the proofs of his miffion, though he did no 
generally make a formal addrefs to his ee 
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before he worked thofé miracles. But being now 
to raife Lazarus from the dead, he prayed for his 
refurrection, to convince the fpectators that it 
could not be effeéted, without an immédiate in- 
terpofition of the Divine power: Father (faid. 
he) I thank thee that thou haf beard me; and I 
knew that thou beareft me always; but becaufe of 
the people which fiand by, I faid it; that they may 
believe that thou bajt big me; John xi. 41; &c. 
Jentertained no doubt of thy impowering me to 
do this miracle, and therefore did not pray, for 
my own fake ; I well knew that thou heareft mie 
always. I prayed for the fake of the people; to 
convince them that thou loweft me, haft fent me, 
and art continually with me. . 

After Our Blefied Lord had returned thanks to 
his Father for this opportunity of difplaying his 
glory, fe cried with a loud voice; Lazarus; come 
forth, This efficacious call of the Son of God 
awakened the dead: the breathlefs clay was in- 
flantly re-animated; and he who had fain four 
days in the chambers of the tomb obeyed imme- 
diately the powerful mandate. And he that was 
dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave 
clothes; and bis face was bound about with a nap- 
hin: Fefus faith unto them, leofe him; and let 
him go. ; 

iad Our Bleffed Lord, by his powerful word, 
unloofed the napkin wherewith Lazarus was 
bound before he came out of the fepulchre, it 
might have leffened the ftrength of the miracle 
in the eyes of the fpectators.. But he brought 
him out in the fame manner he had been lying, 
and ordered them to loofe him, that they might 
be better convinced of the miracle; for, in ta- 
king off the grave-clothes they had the fulleft 
evidence of his death and refurreétion. On the 
one hand, the manner in which he was fwathed 
muft foon have killed him had he been alive when 
buried ; which confequently demonftrated, be- 
yond all exception, that Lazarus had been dead 
feveral days before Jefus called him again to 
life. On the other hand, by the appearance of 
his lively countenance when the napkin was re- 
moved, his frefh colour, and his active vigour, 
thofe who came near, and handled him, mutt be 
convinced that he was in perfect health, and, 
therefore, had the opportunity of proving the 
truth of the miracle by the clofeft examination. 

There is fomething exceeding beaytiful in the 
manner of Our Lord’s behaviour on this occafion. 
He did not utter one upbraiding word either to 
the doubting filters, or the malicious Jews; nor 
did he let fall one word of triumph or exultation. 
Loofe him and let bim go were the only words we 
have recorded. He was in this, as on all other 
occafions, confiftent with himfelf—a pattern of 
perfect humility and abfolute felf-denial. 

Such was the aftonifhing work wrought by the Son 
of God at Bethany ; and in the refurreétion of La- 
zarus, who was corrupted, and thus raifed by 
the powerful call of the Bleffed Redeemer of 
Mankind, we have a ftriking emblem, and a 
Slorious earneft, of the refurrection of our bodies 
from the grave at the laft day, when the fame 
powerful mandate which fpoke Lazarus again 
Into being, fhall collect the feattered particles of 
our bodies, and raife them to immortality. 

This great and apparent miracle caufed the 
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utmoft furprize and aftonifhment among all the 
{pectators, and the greateft part of them were; 
rom thag time, convinced, and firmly.believed, 
that our Lord could be no other than the grect 
Meffiah fo long promifed by the antient pro- 
phets; but others, who {till expected 4 tempo- 
ral prince; and were therefore unwilling to ac- 
knowledge him for their Saviour, were filled with 
indignation; and, in 2 malicious manner, went 
and reported what had happened to the Pharifees 
at Jerufalem, particularly the chief priefts and 
elders. In confequence of this a council was 
immediately fummoned to deliberate what mea- 
fures were moft expedient to be taken on the oc- 
cafion. The laft miracle, as well as all the reft 
Our Lord had wrought in confirmation of his 
miffion, was too evident to be denied; and there- 
fore, as they could not find any juft accufation 
againft him, they pretended that his whole in- 
tention was, to eftablifh a new feét in religion, 
which would endanger both their church and 
nation. Then gathered the chief pricfis and Pha- 
rifees a council, and faid; What do we? for this 
man doeth many miracles; If we let him then alone, 
all men will believe on him; and tke Romans fhail 
come and take away both our place and nation: 
John xi. 47; The common people, aftonifhed 
at his miracles, will, if we do not take care to 
prevent it, certainly fet him up for the Meffiah ; 
and the Romans, under pretence of a rebellion, 
will deprive us both of our liberty and religion. 
The greater part of the council now propofec 
that Jefus fhould be put to death; but fome 
few, who were Our Lord’s difciples, ftrongly 
objected to it, urging the injuftice of fuch an 
act, from the confideration of his miracles and 
the purity of his life. This, however, was c- 
ver-ruled by Caiphas the high-prieft, who, from 
a principle of human policy, told then, that 
the nature of goverment often required certain. 
acts of injuftice, in order to preferve the fafety of 
the ftate. Ye know nothing at all (faid he) nor 
confider that it is éxpedient for us, that one man 
Should die for the people, and that the whole nation 
perifo not. In confequence of this the propofi- 
tion made by the greater part of the council 
was agreed to; and, fromthat time, they enter- 
ed into a combination to have him apprehended; 


} and put to death. 


It was not long before Our Bleffed Lord, 
(who was at this time at Bethany) received in- 
formation of the tranfactions that had taken 
place inthe council at Jerufalem ; upon which 
(as his hour was not yet come) he avoided their ma- 
licious defigns by retreating from Bethany; 
and retiring to a finall place called Ephraim, 
belonging to the tribe of Benjamin, where he 
continued, for a few days, with his apoftles, till 
the time was near at hand for celebrating the 
Feaft of the Paffover at Jerufalem. 

Six days before that folemn feaft began, Our 
‘Lord, in his way to the city, called at Bethany, 
where he was kindly entertained at fupper by 
Martha and Mary, the two fifters of Lazarus. 
Martha (according to her cuftom) dreffed the 
fupper: Lazarus, whom he had raifed from the 
dead, was one of the company that fat at table 
with him, while Mary, to exprefs her love and 
bounty, tooka vial of the moft valuable effence, 

made 
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made of fpikenard, and, pouring it upon his 
feet, anointed them, and wiped them with ker 
hair, fo thar thé whole houfé was fill¢d with the 
fragrancy of its perfume. This adtion Judas 
Tfcariot (who afterwards betrayed his mafter, and 
had, at that time, the care of the bag wherein 
money for charitable, and other neceflary ufes, 
was kept) highly blamed, as a piéce of prodi- 
gality, in throwing away what might have been 
fold for thtee hundred pence, and given to the 
poor; notthat he valued the poor, -but bécaufe 
he was a covetous wretch, and was always pur- 
loining feme part of the public nioriey td himfelf. 
Our Lord, therefore, who knew the fincerity of 
Mary’s, and the bafenefs of Judas’s heart, in a 
very gentle reply, commended what Mary had 
done, asa feafonable ceremony to folemnize his 
approaching death; but blamed Judas’s pre- 
tended concern for the poor, fince objects of that 
kind they had always with them, but his conti- 
nuance among them was not to be long. Then 
fatd Sefus, Let her alone, againft the day of my 
burying bath fhe kept this. For the poor always 
gehave with you: éut me ye bave not always. 
John xii. 2, &c. 

While Our Lord continued at Lazarus’s houfe, 
great numbers of Jews, out of curiofity, came 
to Bethany, not only to have a fight of Jefus, 
but alfo of Lazarus, whom he had raifed from 
the dead. But, when the Sanhedrim underftood 
this, and that the refurrection of Lazarus had 
eccafioned many people to believe on Jefus, they 
confulted how to deftroy him likewife. 

Our Bleffed Lord, after tarrying all night at 
Bethany, fect forward, the next morning, with 
his difciples and others who attended him, on his 
way to Jerufalem. When he came near to a 
place called Bethphage, on the fide of the Mount 
of Olives, he fent two of his difciples into the 
village, to bring from thence an afs, and her 
colt, which-was not yet backed, that, to ac- 
complifh a remarkable prophecy *, he might 





* See Zechariah ix. g. 

+ It has been a matter of fome argument among the 
Jearned, whether Our Lord rode upon the a/s, or the colt, or 
both alternately; but the latter appears evidently to have 
been the cafe, as will be {cen by the following obfervations. 
In the words of the prophet Zechariah, mention is made of 
riding both upon an afs, and a colt, the fele of an afs; and 
from St. Matthew (chap. xxi. 7.) it is farther obferved, that 
the difciples, having brought the a@/s and rhe colt, which Our 
Saviour had fent them for, pur on them their elcaths, and fet \ 
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ride thereon to Jerufalem ?. The difciples dig 
as they were ordered’; and, having mounted 
their Mafter on the colt, he proceeded as it were, 


‘in triumph towards the city, amidft the loud ac- 


clamations of an innumerable multitude, whilft 
crowds of people came forth to meet him, with 
branches of palm-trees in their hands, fome 
{préading‘their garments in the way, others cut- 
ting déwn branches, and ftrewing them «where he 
was to pats, and-all, as it were with one voice, 
crying, Hofanna to the Son of David! Bleffed is 
be that cometh in the name of the Lord! Hofanna 


| tn thé Highe? ! 


On Our Lord’s arriva} at the defcent of the 
Mount of Olives, his difciples, being tranfported 
with the honours fhewn to their Matter, broke 
out into raptures of thank{givings, and loud 
doxolégies to God, for all the mighty works 
which they had feen, while the whole body of 
the people, as well thofe that went before, as 
thofe that followed after, joined with the difci- 
ples in their Hofannas and acclamations. In 
confequence of this fome of the chief of the 
Pharifees, being envious of Our Lord’s glory, 
defired him to command their filence. To which 
he replied, I tell you that, if theje fhould hold their 
peace, the frones would immidiately cry out. Luke 
XIX. 40. 

When Our Lord had advanced fo near to Je- 
rufalem as to have a full view of the city and 
temple, he ftopped, and looking ftedfaftly on 
the city, with tears in his eyes, made a lamenta- 
tion over it to this effect: ‘ Oh! that thou 
«© had{t known, at leaft in this thy appointed day, 
the things conducive to thy peace! But now, 
alas! they are hidden from thine eyes, For 
the fatal time fhall come, when thy enemies 
fhall throw up trenches about thee, hem thee 
in on every fide, deftroy thy children, demo- 
lifh thee, and not leave in thee one ftone upon 
another, becaufe thou wouldeft not know the 
time of thy vifitation.” 





him thereon. Since, therefore, the relation of St. Matthew 
thus literally agrees with the prophecy of Zechariah, and 
both exprefsly affert, that Our Saviour did ride upon the 
afs, as well as the colt, there cannot be any reafon why 
thefe texts fhould not-be taken in their moft plain and ob- 
vious meaning ; and that we fhould, from thence, conclude, 
that, for the more-exaét fulfilment of the prophecy, Our 
Saviour did a€tually ride, part of the way on the one, and 
the remaiging part upon the other. 
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From the Birth of Curist, to bis Afcenfion into Heaven. 
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PB. XI. 


Cur Bleffed Lord drives the dealers of feveral kinds out of the temple, and at the fame time care 
many people of their refpeClive infirmities. Acquaints his difciples with bis approaching death, and 


teftifies bis refiznation to it. 


Denounces a judgment upon a fig-tree. Argues with the chief priefts 


and Scribes in the temple, reproves them for their condu&, and delivers feveral parables on the oc« 


cafion. Anfwers a captious quefion put to bim by the Sadducees and Pharifees. 
Expofes the vices of the Scribes and Pharifees, and foretels 


moj? important points of the law. 


Settles the 


the judgment that will fall upon them, Commends a widow woman for contributing ber mite to the 


public treasury. 
foould precede that event. 


Predifis the deftruétion of the temple, and informs his apofiles of the figns which 
Exborts his difciples to watchfulnefs and prayer, which be enforces by de- 


livering two parables , one of the Wife and foolif Virgins ; and the other, of the talents entrufted 


with diligent and flothful fervants. 


HE entrance of Our Bleffed Lord into Je- 
rufalem with fuch a prodigious retinue of 
people greatly alarmed the citizens, and an uni- 
verfal enquiry was made amongft them who he 
was, and from whence he came: in anfwer to 
which they were told by the multitude, who pro- 


claimed it aloud, and in a manner that exprefied |, 


the great fatisfaction they felt on the occafion, 
that it was Yefus the prophet of Nazareth, of 
Galilee. 

The firft thing Our Lord did after his entrance 
into Jerufalem was, to go to the temple, accom- 
panied by his difciples and a great multitude of 
people, where, looking about him, he found the 
Court of the Gentiles notorioufly prophaned and 
dithonoured by trading and merchandize. That 
he might, therefore, end his miniftry as he had 
begun it, with the reformation of his Father's 
houfe, he drove out all the buyers and fellers (who 
traded in various articles) from the facred ground : 
he overthrew the tables of the money-changers, 
and the ftalls of thofe who fold doves, telling 
them thae they had made the temple, which was 
Sais called an Houfe ef Prayer, a Den of 
Thieves. 

After Our Bleffed Lord had drove this venal 
clan out-of the temple, there were brought unto 
him many perfons that were blind, lame, and 
otherwife afflicted ; all of whom he inftantly re- 
lieved of their refpective complaints. The mul- 
titude were filled with admiration ac the fight of 
thefe wonderful aéts; but the chief priefts and 
Scribes, when they faw the miracles which he 
wrought, and heard the acclamations of the peo- 
ple (more efpecially of the children, who cried 
out, Hofanna to the Son of David !) they were 
greatly enraged, and difcovered their anger by 
wking Our Lord, If he had heard what they 
faid? But he filenced their queftion by fhewing 
them, that, what was fo difpleafing to them, did 
really fulfil the Scriptures, particularly chat paf- 
fage in the Pfalmift, where it is faid, Oxt of the 
mouths of bebes and fucklings baft thou ordained 
firength. Pfal. viii. 2. This anfwer, however, 
did but enrage them the more, and put them 
upon feeking all occafions to deftroy him, though 
their dread of the people (who were exceeding 


47 


numerous, and heard him with the greateft ea- 
gernefs and attention) prevented them, for fome 
time, from carrying their bafe defigns into exe- 
cution. 

During the time Our Bleffed Lord continued 
in the temple, certain profelyted Greeks, who 
came up to worfhip at Jerufalem, being defirous 
to have a fight of Chrift, addreffed themfelves to 
Philip, one of the apoftles, who, by the affift- 
ance of Andtew, introduced them into the tem- 
ple. At this time Our Lord was dilcourfing to 
his difciples on many things relative to his Paf- 
fion, and, particularly, of the efficacy of his 
death, and what a powerful means it would prove 
to convert the people of the world to his religion ; 
more powerful, indeed, than his life could pot- 
fibly be, even as corn, though it dies in the 
ground when fown, rifes again with great abun- 
dance. Verily; verily, I fay unto you, Except a 
corn of wheat fall into the ground, and dié, it abi- 
deth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit. John xii. 24. He farther rold them, that 
fince it was abfolutely neceffary for him to fuffer 
the pains of death before he afcended the throne 
of his glory ; fo they, as his followers, muft allo 
expect to be perfecuted and fpitefully ufed for 
his name-fake ; but if they perfevered, and even 
refolved to lofe their lives in his fervice, he 


{ would reward their conftancy with a crown of 


lory. He likewife intimated to the ftrangers, 
that if their defire of converfing with him pro- 
ceeded from any expectations of obtaining from 
him temporal preferments, they would find them- 
felves greatly difappointed. Jf any man ferve 
me, let bim follow me ; ard where I am, there foall 
alfa my fervant be: if any man ferve me, kim will 
my Father honour. John xii. 26. 

While Our Bleffed Lord was thus difcourfing 
on his death, he feemed, on a fudden, to be 
feized with a natural agitation on its approaching 
hour, and even went fo far as to requeft of God 
areprieve from it. Now, (aid he) is my foi? 
troubled, and what fhall I fay? Father, favs 
me from this hour. But, recollecting that it was 
for this purpofe he came into the world, he 
changed his petition, and, with a refolved ac- 
quiefcence in God's good pleafure, begged of 

7 4 him 
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him to demonftrate his own heavenly glory to the 
people: Father, faid he, glorify thy name. Scarce 
had he uttered thefe words, when he was anfwer- 
ed, by an audible voice from heaven, I bave 
both glorified it, and will glorify i¢ again. The 
miracles thou haft already performed have glori- 
fied my name; and I will till farther glorify it 
by other miracles to be wrought before the fons 
of men. 

This voice (which in loudnefs refembled thun- 
der, and was fufficiently articulate to be under- 
ftood by all prefent) Our Lord told his hearers 
was not fo much for his own information of the 
will of heaven, as it was, to convince them of 
his Divine miffion. Tis vorce, faid he, came 
not beu.uj2 of me, but for your fakes. It came 
to confirm what I have told you relating to my 
fufferings, deach, refurrection, and the conver- 
fion of the whole Gentile world to the Chriftian 
religion, 

Having faid this, Our Lord told his difciptes 
that the time was at hand, when the kingdom of 
fatan fhould be deflroyed, and that of the Meffian 
exalted. Now (laid he) is the judgment of this 
world > now jball the prance of this world be caft 
out, And I, if I be lifred up from the earth, witt 
draw all menunto ive. The people, not under- 


ftanding the force of this affirmation, replied, | 


We bave heard out of the law, that Chrift absdeth 
forever: and bow fayeft thou, The Son of man 
muft be lifted up? But to this objection Our 
Lord did not make them any abfolute reply. He 
only told them, that they fhould foon be de- 
prived of his prefence and miracles, and that, 
therefore, they would do well to liften attentively 
to his precepts, firmly believe the doctrines he 
delivered, and wifely improve them to their eter- 
nal advantage ; otherwite they would be rendered 
incapable of inheriting the promifes of the Gof- 
pel. “hat while they had the opportunity of 
enjoying the benefit of his preaching and mira- 
cles, which fufficiently proved the truth of his 
miffion from the Mott High, they fhould make 
the beft ufe of it by believing on him ; as, by 
thofe means alone, they could become the chil- 
dren of God. Jet a little while is the light with 
vou: walk while ye have the light, left darknefs 
come upon yous: for, be that walketh in darkne/s 
knoweth not whiiber be goeth. While ye have the 
light, believe in the light, that ye may be the chil- 
dren of light. John xii. 35, &c. 

After having faid this Our Lord depurted 
from the temple, in order to refrefh himfelf from 
the fatigues he had undergone in. fo long preach- 
ing to the people. He clearly perceived that 
neither Divine difcourfes, nor miraculous cures, 
would gain the faith, or general approbation of 
any, except the populace; for, though fome of 
their rulers might believe in him, yet fauch was 
their timidity that they durft not declare it open- 
ly, in the firft place, for fear of being excommu- 
nicated, and, in the fecond place, becaufe they 
loved the praife of men, more than the praife of 
God. 

‘Towards the evening Our Bleffed Lord went 
again into the temple, and exhorted the people 
to believe in him, as a meffenger fent from God 
to offer falvation to mankind. He shat believeth 
on me belicveth on bit that fent me. He that 


Yue HISTORY of rae NEW TESTAMENT. 


| into the paths of life and falvation. 


| authority L do thefe shings. 
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acknowledges the divinity of any miffion acknow- 
ledges the power and grace of God, on whofe 
fpecial errant I am thus fent. He that fees 

¢ mmiracies I perform, feeth the operations of 
that Omnipotent power by which I aé&. I am 
the Sun of righteoufnefs, whofe beams difpel the 
darknefs of ignorance in which the fons of men 
are involved, and am come to deliver all who be- 
lieve on me out of that gloomy darknefs. You 
muft not, however, expect, that 1 will at pre- 
fent execute my judgment upon thofe who re- 


| fufe to embrace the doétrines of the Gofpel; 


for I am not come to comdemn and punifh, but 


} to fave the world, and confequently to try every 


gentle and winning method to reclaim the wicked 
from the error of their ways, and turn their feet 
: They fhall 
not, however, efcape unpunifhed, who neglect 
the inftructions and offers of falvation now made 


} to them ; for the doctrine I have preached fhall 
| bear witnefs againft them at the awful tribunal 


of the laft day ; and as their negligence has ag- 
gravated their fin, fo it fhall then heighten their 
punifhment. 

Our Bleffed Lord having difcourfed to the 
people in words to this effect, left the temple, 
and, taking his apoftles with hin, retired to Be- 
thany, where his benevolent miracle, in raifing 
Lazarus from the dead, had procured him many 


| friends, among whom he was always in fafety. 
Here he continued all night, and early the next 
4 morning returned to Jerufalem. 


1091 As he purfued 
his journey, he faw, at a diftance, a fig-tree, 
which, from its fulnefs of leaves, promifed 
abundance of fruit. As he was in want of fome 
retrefhment, he approached the tree in expecta- 
tion of finding fome fruit onit; but, upon his 
coming up to it, he difcovered it to be quite 
barren, upon which, looking at the tree, he 
faid, in the hearing of all the apoftles, Let no 
fruit grow on thee benceforward fir ever. Matth. 
XX1. 19. 

After being thus difappointed in finding fruit 
on the fig-tree, Our Blefled Lord purfued his 
journey to Jerufalem, whither he had no fooner 
arrived than he proceeded to the temple, and 
there continued the whole day, teaching and in- 
{tructing the people. While he was doing this, 
the chief prieits, Scribes and rulers of the people, 
knowing that he had no commiffion from the 
Sanhedrim, went and demanded of him by what 
authority he proceeded in that manner? Whe- 
ther he was a prophet, prieft, or king, as no 
other perton had a right to make any alterations 
either in church or ttate? And, if he did lay 
claim to either of thofe characters, from whon 
he received it ? 

Inftead of giving a dire&t anfwer to thefe im- 
pertinent queftions of the chief priefts and Pha- 
rifees, Our Lord afked them another; pro- 
mifing, if they refolved his queftion, he would 
alio anfwer theirs. 1 a/fo will afk you one thing, 
which if ye tell me, I likewife wiil tell you by what 
The baptifm of “fobn, 
whence was it ? from heaven, or of men ? Miatth. 
xxi. 24, 8c. This queftion greatly puzzled the 
priefts. They conficered, on the one hand, that 
if they acknowledged that it was fraga God, 1 


would oblige them to admit the auth¥firy of Je 
{us, 


» 
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fus, John having, more than once, publicly de- 
clared him to be the Meffiah; and on the other, 
if they peremptorily denied the authority of 
John, they would be in danger of being ftoned 
by the people, who, in general, confideréd him 
asaprophet. They, therefore, thought it the 
beft way to anfwer, that they could not tell from 
whence John’s baptifm was. 
might the Bleffed Jefus fay, Neither tell I you 
by what authority I do thefe things. You have 
no right to afk, fince you have confeffed you are 
unable to judge; and, therefore, I fhall not 
fatisfy your impertinent enquiries. 

As thefe haughty rulers had acknowledged 
that they knew not from whence the Baprifin of 


¢ John was, Our Bleffed Lord fharply rebuked || 


them both for their ignorance and obftinacy. He 
conveyed his reprooe in the parable of the two 
fons commanded to work in their father’s vine- 
yard, and afking their opinion of the two, obliged 
them, by their anfwer, to condemn themfelves. 
“Al certain man (faid he) had two fons, and be 
came to the firft and faid, Son, go work to-day in 
my vineyard. But this ungracious youth very 
roughly anfwered, J will nor. However, after 
reflecting on the impropriety and indecency of 


fuch behaviour to his kind and indulgent father, | 


he repented of what he had done, and went to 
work in the vineyard. The father, having met 
with fo fharpa reply from the former fon, had 
recourfe to the other, and, in the fame manner, 
ordered him to go and work that day in the vine- 
yard This fon was very different from the for- 
mer, and, ina very dutiful manner, faid 7 go, Sir. 
But notwithftanding this feeming obedience, he 
delayed to do as his father had defired; he did 
not go to work in the vineyard. 

The temper and behaviour of the fecond fon 
were exactly conformable to thofe of the Pha- 
rifees. They gave God the moft honourable ti- 
tles, and profeffed the utmoft zeal for his fervice, 
in their prayers and praifes; but at the fame time 
they refuled to do any part of the work that he 
enjoined'them, The character of the other fon 
is very clearly defcribed in the difpofition of the 
publicans and harlots. They neither profeffed, 
nor promifed to do the will of their Creator ; 
but when they came to reftett ferioufly on their 
conduét, and the offers of mercy which were fo 
kindly made them, they fubmitted to Our Sa- 
viour, and, in confequence of their faith, amended 
their lives. 

After Our Lord had finifhed his parable, he 
afked the Pharifees, which of the two fons did 
the will of his father? To which, without the 
leaft hefitation, they replied, the frfft. They did 
hot immediately perceive, that by this anfwer 
they condemned themfelves, til] Our Lord made 
a juft application of the parable in this fharp, 
but pertinent rebuke. Verily, [fay unto you, that 
the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom o 
Ged before you. For John came unto you in the 
stay of righteoufne/s, and ye believed him not, nor 


entered into your Father’s vineyard, though, like || 


the fecond fon, ye promifed fo to do in the moft 
fair and open manner ; but the publicans and har- 
kts believed bim, repented of their formier difo- 
bedience, and entered into the vineyard. 

Our Bleffed Lord having thus rebuked the 
haughty Scribesand Pharifees for rejeCting the 
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Well, therefore, }f. 


| they would have received. 
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_ breaching of John rhe Baprift, he next repre- 
-fented to them the gteat crime of the people irt 
_ rejecting all the pfophets which: had been’ fent 
) Since they became a nation, and, among the 
: reft, the only begotten Son of the Moft Highs 
| warning them, at the fame time, of their dan- 
' Ger, and the punifhment that would inevitably 


-enfue, if they continued in their rebellion. He 


| told them, the outward ceconomy of religion in 


‘which they gloried would be taken frorn them, 
_ their relation to God, as his people, cancelted, 
and the national conftitution deftroyed, alt which 


| he pointed out by the fimilitude of the following 
} parable. 


There was (faid he) @ certain houfbolder, which 
planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and 
‘ digged awine-prefs in it, and built a tower, and let 


| #2 out to bufbandmen, and went into a far coun- 
{ try. The comparifon of the church toa vineyard 


is frequently ufed in the Sacred Scriptuces, but 


| this oo parable, for the fuller conviction of 


the Jews, is éxprefsly taken from the fifth chapter 
of Haiah, with which they could not fail of be- 
ing well acquainted, nor ignorant of its mezning, 
as the prophet, at the end of it, adds, ** The vine- 
«© yard of the Lord of hofts is the houfe of Hrael, 
© and the men of Judah his pleafant plant: and 
“© he looked for judgment, but behold oppreftion: 
* for righteoufnefs, but behold 4 cry.” Our Savi- 
our, therefore, continued the metaphor, telling 
them, * that when the time of the fruic drew 
‘* near, he fent his fervants that they might re- 
* ceive the fruits of it. And the hufbandmen 
** took his fervants, and beat one, and killed an- 
. other, and ftoned another. Again, he fent 
** other fervants more than the firft: and they 
** did unto them likewife,.” The Almighty 
fent the prophets to exhort the Jews to entertain 
juft fentiments of religion, and tread in the 
paths of virtue; but the Jews, irritated at the 
prophets for the freedom they ufed in reproving 
therr fins, perfecuted and flew them with unre- 
lenting fury. But their wickednefs in deftroying 
thefe meffengers did not provoke the Almighty 
inftantly to pour down his vengeance upon them: 
he fent more prophets to exhort and reclaim 
them, but they met with no better fate than the 
former. His mercy, however, ftill continued, 
and that no means might be left untried, he fent 
to them his own Son, whofe authority being 
clearly manifeft by undeniable miracles, ought to 
have been acknowledged chearfully by thefe 
wicked men; but, inftead thereof, it hada guite 
contrary effect. This our Lord fully explained 
by the conclufive Ee of this parable, in which 
| the houfholder, after the hufbandmen had killed 
| his fervants, fenc his fon, whom he imagined 
“* ‘When the huf- 
* bandmen (faid he) faw the fon, they faid 
© among themfelves, This is the heir, come, let 
*¢ us kill him, and let us feize on his inheritance. 
« And they caught him, and caft him out of 
«© the vineyard, and flew him. When the lord, 
*¢ therefore, of the vineyard cometh, what will 
“« he do unto thofe hufbandmen ? They fay unto 
him, He will miferably deftroy thofe wicked 
men, and let outhis vineyard unto other hut 
*¢ bandmen, which fhall render him the fruits in 
“ their feafons.” To confirm the truth of this 
Our Lord added a remarkable prophecy of him- 


felf, 


a 
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felf, and his rejeétion, from the 1:8th Pfalm. 
Did you never (faid he) read in the Scriptures, the 


Rone which the builders rejetted, the fame is become 


the bead of the corner: this is the Lora’s doing, 


and ‘tis marvellous in our eyes. 


the Meffiah by the Jews, and his being received 


by the Gentiles, are wonderful events; and there- 
fore, I fay unto you, the kingdom of God fhall 


be taken from you, and given to a nation bring~ 
ing forth the fruits thereof. ; 

The chief priefts and Pharifees, finding thefe 
parables were manifeftly directed to them, were 


greatly irritated, and would have apprehended, 


the Divine Speaker, had they not been fearful 
that it would have been refented by the multi- 
tude. Being, therefore quiet, Our Lord de- 
livered to them ancther parable, wherein he 
deferibed, on the one hand, the bad fuccefs 
which the preaching of the Gofpel was to meet 
with among the Jews; and, on the other, the 
chearful reception given it among the Gentiles. 
This Our Lord illuftrated by the behaviour of a 
certain king, who, in honour of his fon, made 
a great feaft, to which he invited may guetts. 
The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain -ing, 
which made a marriage for bis fon. Vhis marri- 


age dinner, or great feaft, fignifies the joys of 


heaven, which are compared to an elegant en- 
tertainment, on account of their exquifire- 
nets; and are here faid to be prepared in ho- 
nour of the Son of God, becaufe they are 
beftowed om men in confequence of his fuffering 
in their ftead, and behalf. 

Some time before the dinner was ready, the 
fervants were fent forth to call the guefts to the 
wedding, but they would not conte: when the ful- 
nefy oftime approached, the Jews, as being 
the peculiar people of God, were firft called by 
John the Baptilt, and afterwards by Chriit him- 
felf; but they refuted all thefe benevolent calls 
of mercy, and rejected; the kind invitations of 
the gofpel, though preffed by the preaching of 
the Meffiah, and his forerunner. After our 
Saviour’s refurrection and afcenfion, the apoftles 
were fent forth to inform the Jews, that the 
gofpel-covenant was eftablifhed, manfions in 
heaven prepared, and nothing wanting, but the 
chearful acceptance of the honour defigned them. 
“gain, be fent forth ot ber servants, faying, Tell 
them which are bidden, Bebeld, I have prepared 
my dinner: my oxen cnd my fatlings are killed, and 
all things are ready: come unto the marriage. 
But thefe meffengers were as unfuccefsful as the 
former. The Jews undervaluing the favour 
mocked at the meflage; and fome of them, 
more rude than the reft, infulted, beat, and lew 
the fervauts that had been fent to call them to 
the marriage. But when the king heard thercof, 
he waswrath; and be fent forth bis armies, and 


deftroyed the murderers, and burnt up their city. | 


This part of the parable plainly predi@ed the 
deftruction of the Jews by the Roman armies, 
which afterwards took place, not only the 
greater part of them being put to death, but 
hikewife their temple and city totally deftroy- 
ed. Then faid the king unto bis fervants, 
The wedding is veady, tut they which were 
bidden (that is, the Jews) were not worthy. 
Go ye, therefore, into the highways, and as many 
as ye foall find (that is, of the Gentiles) bid to 
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the marriage. This was immediately done, and 
the wedding was furnifhed with guefts; but when 
the king came into the apartment, be faw there 
@ man, which had not on a wedding garment; and 
be faith unto him, Friend, bow cameft thou in hi- 
ther, not having a wedding garment? And be was 


Speechlefs. Then faid the king to the Servants, 


Bind him band and foot, and tale him away, and 
caft him into outer darknefs: there fhall be weeping 
and gnafbing of teeth. For many are called, but 
Matth, xxii. 14, &c. 

We may learn, from the conclufion of this pa- 
rable, that the profeflion of the Chriftian relicion 
will not fave a man, unlefs he aéts from Chriftian 
principles. Let thofe, therefore, who have o- 
beyed the call, and are by profefion the people 
of God, think often on that awful day, when the 
king will come in to fee his guefts, when every 
foul will be ftriétly examined that lays clain: to 
the joys of heaven, Let us think of the fpeech- 
lefs confufion that will feize fuch as have not on 
the wedding garment, and of the inexorable 
anxiety with which they will be configned to 
weeping and gnafhing of teeth. Let us remem- 
ber that, to have feen, fora time, the licht of 
the Gofpel, and the fair beams of an eternal hope 
without having paid a prover attention to the 
gracious offers made us thereby, will add deeper 
and more fenfible horrors to our punifhmenr; 
while, on the contrary, if we continue ftedfaft 
in the faith, and perfevere in thofe Chriftian pre- 
cepts which are laid before us, we may anticipate 
the joyful hour which will confign ‘us to blifs 
immortal. 

The Jaft parable delivered by Our Lord at this 
time being apparently levelled at the Pharifees, 
they were fo irritated, that they immediately lete 
the temple, and confulted with the Herodians, 
or Sadducees, on the moft proper method of 
putting Jefus to death. Itis tuficiently evident 
that their hatred was now carried to the hichelt 
pitch, becaufe the moft violent enmity, which 
had fo long fubfifted between the two feéts was, 
on this occafion, fufpended, and they joined to- 
gether to execute this cruel determination on the 
Son of God. They, however, thought it m ft 
eligible to act very cautioufly, and endeavour, if 
poffible, to catch fome hatty expreffion from him, 
that they might render him odious to the people, 
and procure fomething againft him, that might 
ferve as a bafis for a perfecution. Accordingly 
they fent to him fome of their own people whom 
they thought beft able to hold a controverly, 
with orders to feign themfelves juft men, whe 
maintained the greateft veneration for fhe Divine 
law, and dreaded nothing more than the doing 
any thing inconfiftent with its precepts; and, 
under this fpecious cloak of hypocrify, to beg 
his determination of an affair that had long lain 
heavy on their confciences, namely, the paying 
tribute to Caefar, which they thought inconfift- 
ent with the zeal of their religion. 

_ The queftion was, it feems, furioufly debated 
In our Saviour’s time; one Judas, a native of 
Galilee, having infpired the people with a no- 
tion that taxes to a foreign power were abfo- 
lutely unlawful. A doétrine fo pleafing to the 
worldly-minded Jews could not fail of friends, 
efpecially among the lower clafs, and therefore 


muft have many partizans among the multitude 
that 


* 
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that then Turtounded the Son of God: The 
priefts therefore imagined, that ic was not inhis 

ower to decide the point, without rendering 
himfelf obnoxious to fome of the parties: if he 
fhould fay it was lawful to pay the taxes, they 
believed that the people, in whofe hearing the 
queftion was propofed, would be incenfed againft 
him, not only as a bafe pretender, who, on be- 
ing attacked, publicly renounced ‘the charaéter 
of the Meffiah, which he had affumed among 
his friends, but alfo as a flatterer of princes; and 
a betrayer of the liberties of his country; one 
who taught a do¢trine inconfiftent with the 
known privileges of the people of God: but if 
he fhould affirm that ic was unlawful to pay tri- 
bute, they determined to inform the governor, 
who, they hoped; would punifh him as a fo- 
mentor of fedition; 

Having laid this diabolical plan, the enemies 
of Our Lord immediately repaired to the tem- 
pic, where he was then preaching to the people; 
not doubting but the fcheme they had formed 
would be amply carried into execution. Ac- 
cordingly, after paffing an encomium on the 
truth of his miffion, his courage and impartiali- 
ty, they afked himthis queftion: What thinkeft 
thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Cefar ? 
But the Bleffed Jefus faw through their fecret in- 
tentions; and accordingly called them hypocrites, 
to fignify, that though they made confcience, and 
a regard for the Divine will, their pretence for 
propofing this queition, he faw through the thin 
veil that concealed their defign from the eyes 
of mortals, and knew that their intention was, 
to enfnare him. He, however, did not decline 
anfwering their queftion, but previoufly defired 
to fee a piece of the tribute money. The piece 
was accordingly produced, and proved to be 
coined by the Romans; upon which Our Lord 
gave them this anfwer: Render, therefore, unto 
Gafur the things that are Cefar’s, and unto God, 
the things that are God’s. As if he had faid, 
“ At the fame time that you difcharge your du- 
ty to the civil magiftrate, you fhould never for- 
get the duty you owe to your God; but remem- 
ber, that as you bear the image of the great, 
the Omnipotent King, you are his fubjects, and 
ought to pay him the tribute of vourlelver fer- 
ving him to the utmoft of your power.” 

An anfwer fo unexpected quite difconcerted 
and filenced thefe crafty enemies of Chrift. They 
were aftonifhed, both at his having difcovered 
their defign, and his wifdom in avoiding the {nare 
they had fo artfully laid for him. When they bad 
heard thefe words, they marvelled, and left bim, 
ond went their way. Matth. xxii. 22. 

After Our Lord had thus defeated the two 
conjunctive parties, the Sadducees attacked him 
feparately, by ftarting a queftion which they 
thought infurmountable. They denied the doc- 
trine of a future ftate, together with the exiftence 
of angels and {pirits; and therefore propofed to 
him their ftrongeft argument againft the refur- 
rection, which they deduced from the law given 
by Moles, with regard to marriage. ‘“ Matter, 
“ (faid they) Motes wrote unto us, If any man’s 
“ brother die, having a wife, and he die with- 
* out children, that his brother fhould take his 
“ wife, and raife up feed unto his brother. There 
“ were, therefore, feven brethren; and the firft 
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* took a wife, and died without children. And’ 
« the fecond took her to wife, and died child- 
«© lefs. And the third took her; and in like 
«© manner the féven alfo. And they died and 
“© Jeft no children. Laft of all the woman died 
“ alfo. Therefore, in the refurrection; whofe 
“ wife of themis fhe? for feven had hér to wife.” 
Luke xx. 28; &c. ect noe os 9 
The Sadducees, who believed the foul to be 
nothing more than a refined matter; were per- 
fuaded, that, if there was any future ftate, it 
muft refemble the prefent; and that being in 
that, {tate material and mortal, the htrman race 
could not be continued, nor the individuals ren- 
dered happy, without the pleafures and conve- 
niences of marriage. And hence they confidered. 
it as a neceflary confequence of the doétrine of 
the refurrection, or a future ftate, that every 
man’s wife fhould be reftored to him: . 
But this argument Our Bleffed Lord foon 
confuted, by telling the Pharifees they were ig- 
norant of the power of God; who had created 
fpirit as well as matter, and who could render 
man completely happy in the enjoyment of him- 
felf. He alfo obferved; that the nature of the 
life obtained in a future ftate made marriage al- 
together fuperfluous, becaufe in the world to 
come men, being fpiritual and immortal, like 
the angels, there was no need of natural means 
to propagate or continue the kind. Ye do err 
(faid the Bleffed Jefus) not knowing the feriptures; 
nor the power of God. For in the refurrettion they 
neither marry, nor are given in marriage. Matth. 
xxii. 29, 30. Neither can they die any more ; for, 
they are equal unto the angels, and are the children 
of God, being the children of the refurrecion. Luke 
xx. 36. Hence we may obferve, that good meh 
are called the children of the Moft High, from 
their inheritance at the refurrection, and particu- 
larly on account of their being adorned with 


immortality. 


After Our Lord had thus pointed out to the 
Sadducees their great folly and unbelief, he pro- 
ceeded to fhew them that they were alfo ignorant 
of the {criptures, and particularly of the wei- 
tings of Mofes, from whence they had drawn 
their objection, by demonftrating, from the very 
law itfelf, the certainty of a refurrection, at lealt 
that of juft men; and confequently quite demo- 
lifhed the opinion of the Sadducees, who, by be- 
lieving the materiality of the foul, affirmed that 
men were annihilated at their deaths, and that 
their opinion was founded on the writings of 
Mofes. Now (faid Our Lord) that the dead are 
raifed, evtn Mofes foewed at the bufh; when be ‘cal- 
leth the Lord theGod of Abrabam, and the Ged of 
Lfaac, and the God of Facob. For he is not a God of 
the dead, but of the living: for ail live unto him. 
Luke xx. 37, 38. Asif he had faid, The Al- 
mighty cannot properly be called God, unlefs he 
has his people, and be Lord of the living. Since, 
therefore, Mofes called him the God of Abra- 
ham, the God of Ifaac, and the God of Jacob, 
long after thofe venerable patriarchs were dead, 
the relation denoted by che word God {till 
fubfifted between them ; confequently they were 
not annihilated as you pretend, buc are ftill in 
being, and continue to be the fervants of the 
Moft High. 

This argument effectually filenced the Saddu- 
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cees, and the multitude were agreeably furprized 
to fee the objection, hitherto thought impreg- 
nable, totally abolifhed, and the they had 
jong abominated fully confuted. And when the 
multitude beard this, they were aftonifoed at bis 
dostrine. Miaatth. xxii. 33- 

No fooner had Our Bleffed Lord confuted the 
abfurd arguments of the Sadducees, than he was 
attacked by one of the Scribes, who defired him 
to give his opinion on a‘queftion which had been 
often debated among them, namely, which was 
the great commandment of the law? Itis to be 
abferved that fome of the moft learned among 
them had declared that the law of facrifices was 
the great cominandment 5 fome that it was the 
law of circumcifion ; and others, that it was the 
law of meats and wafhings. 

But Our Bleffed Lord, in the anfwer he gave 
to the queftion, clearly pointed out to them that 
they were all miftaken ; for that the great com- 
manement of the law was the duty of piety, as 
ove proof of which he particularly mentioned 
that comprehenfive fummary of it given by Mo- 
fes. Tlear, O Tract, the Lord our God is one Lord: 
and thou foalt love tke Lord thy God with all thy 
Leart, ard with all thy foul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy Rrength. This is tke jirft com- 
mandment. Mark xii. 29, 30. 

The firft and chief commandment is, to give 
God our hearts. The Divine Being is fo tran- 
fcendently amiable in himfelf, and hath, by the 
innumerable benefits conferred upon us, fuch a 
title to our utmoft affection, that no obligation 
bears any proportion to that of loving him. 
The honour affigned to this precept proves, that 
piety is the nobleft aét of the human mind ; and 
that the chief ingredient in piety is love, 
founded on aclearand extenfive view ofthe Di- 
vine perfections, a permanent fenfe of his 
nefits, anda deep conviction of his being the 
fovereign good, our portion, and our happinefs. 
But it is eflential to love, that there be a de 
light in contemplating the beauty of the object 
beloved, whether that beauty be matter of fen- 
{ation or refietion ; that we frequently, and 
with pleafure, reflect on the benefits. conferred 
on us by the object of our affections ; that we 
have a ftrong delire of pleafing him, great fear 
of doing any thing to offend him, and a fentible 
joy in thinking we are beloved in return. 
Lience the duties of devotion, prayer and praife, 
are the moft natural and genuine exercifes of 
the Jove of God. Nor is this virtue fo much 
any fingle affe€tion, as the continual bent of all 
the affections and powers of the foul: confe- 
quently to love God is, as much as poffible, to 
dire& the whole foul towards him, and to exer- 
cife all its faculties on him as its chief object. 

Accordingly, the love of God is defcribed in 
fcripture by the feveral operations of the mind, 
a fellowing ba d 
contemplation, a 
titude for his benefits, 
tachment to his fervice, 
vidence, the obeying his 
miration, hope, fear, joy, &c. not becaufe. it 
confitts in any of thefe fingly, but in them alto- 
gether; for to content ourfelves with partial re- 
gard to the Supreme Being is not to be affected 
towards him in the manner we ought to be, and 


fenfe of his perfections, -gra- 
truft in his goodnefs, at- 
refignation to his Pro- 
commandments, ad- 
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which his perfeétions claim. Hence the words of 
the precept: Thou fhalt love the Lord thy Ged 
with all thine heart, and with all thy foul, and with 
all thy mind, and with all they frength. 

Our Bleffed Lord having thus anfwered the 
queftion put to him by the Scribe, and clearly 
pointed out the firft great commandment of the 
law, added, 4nd tte fecond is like unto it, Then 
foalt love thy neighbour as thyfe'f. This, indeed, 
had no relation to the lawyer’s queftion con- 
cerning the firft commandment ; but Our Bleffed 
Lord thought proper to thew him which was 
the fecond, probably becaufe the men of his 
fe& did not acknowledge the importance of 
love to their neighbours, or becaufe they were 
remarkably deficient in the practice of ic. 

The love of our neighbour was very juftly 
reprefented by Our Lord as the fecand grand 
commandment of the law. It is one of the 
principles of our love to God, and muft be pro- 
ductive of every good work. All the bef 
things we can do, if deftitute of this principle, 
will appear to be either the effect of hypocrify, 
or done to procure the efteem of men. Without 
love, a narrownefs of foul will fhut us up with- 
in ourfelves, and make all we do to others only 
asa fort of merchandize, trading for our own 
advantage. Thofe who really love their neigh- 
bour have a conftant calm within, and are not 
difturbed with paffion, jealoufy, envy or ill- 
nature. They obferve and rejoice in the hap- 
pinefs of others ; they are glad to fee them 
eafy, and fhare with them in their joy and 
felicity ; not fretting or complaining though they 
enjoy lefs than their neighbours. The good 
man, by the overflowings of his love, is fure 
that he is a favourite with his Maker, becaule he 
loves his neighbour. His foul dwells at eafe, 
and there is {weetnefs in all his thoughts and 
wifhes. This makes him clear and ealy in his 
views of every kind, and renders him grateful 
to all around him. 

When the Scribe heard the anfwer Our Bleffed 
Lord gave to the queftion put to him, he was 
aftonifhed at the juftnefs of his decifion, and 
anfwered, ‘That he had determined rightly, fince 
there is but one fupreme God, whom we mutt all 
adore: and if we love him above all temporal 
things, and our neighbour as ourlelves, we wore 
fhip him more acceptably than if we facrifice to 
him all the cattle upon a thoufand bills. Our 
Lord highly applauded the piety and wifdom of 
this reflection, by declaring that the perfon who 
made it waswot far from the kingdom of God. 

As the Scribes and Pharifees had, during the 
courfe of Our Saviour’s miniftry, propofed 00 
him many difficult queltions, in order to prove 
his prophetical gifts, he now, in his turn, thought 
proper to make a trial of their knowledge in the 
facred writings. For this purpofe he afked thet 
opinion of a difficulty concerning the Meffiah’s 
pedigree. J¥b:t think ye (laid he) of Chrift ? 
Whofe Jon is he? ‘They fay unto him, The fon of 
David. Our Lord then afked them in what fente 
the Meffiah could be David’s fon, when David 
himfelf called him Lerd. If David, then, call 
him Lord, bow is be bis fon? "The Jewith doc- 
tors did not imagine that their Mefiiah wou 
be endued with any perfections greater than thof 


that might be enioyed by human nature : of 
though 
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though they called him the Son of God, they had 
no notion that he was divinity itfelf, and there- 
fore really the Lord of David. In confeqnenc¢ 
of thefe their imperfect ideas they were not able 
ro give an anfwer to the queftion propounded. 
And no man was able to anfwer him @ word, neither 
durft any man from that day forth afk him any more 
gueftions. ‘ . 
After thefe difputes with the Scribes and Pha- 


rifees (which were -the laft he had with them) | 


Our Lerd left the temple, and, in the evening, 
retired again with his apoftles to Bethany. 

As Our Bleffed Lord was returning the fext 
morning to Jerufalem, his apoftles, obferving 
that the fig-tree, on which he had the day before 
denounced a judgment on account of its barren- 
nefs, was withered away, and dead to the very 
root, took notice of it to him as a thing very 
{trange and furprizing. In confequence of this 
obfervation Our Lord exhorted them to have a 
ftedfaft faith in God, and to preferve a fervency 
and perfeverance in their prayers, in doing of 
which they would not fail, 1n the courfe of their 
miniftry, to perform as great, or greater mira- 
cles, than what he had done in caufing the un- 
fruitful fig-tree to wither and die away. 

As foon as Our Bleffed Lord returned to Jeru- 
falem, he immediately repaired to the temple, 
and began to teach the people as he had done the 
day before; and, to saife an averfion in his dif- 
ciples, and in all that heard him, to the princi- 
ples and practices of the Scribes and Pharifees, 
he took the freedom to expofe their vices without 
referve; their pride, their hypocrify, their co- 
veroufnefs, their hard-heartednefs to parents, 
their impiety to God, and their cruelty to his 
faichful fervants. The Scribcs and the Phartfees 
(faid he) fit in Mofes’ feat. All, therefore, what- 
frcwer they bid you objerve, that obferve and do; 
dut do not ye ofter their works: for they fay, and 
do not. While they teach the doétrines before 
delivered by Mofes, obferve all they fay ; but 
by no means imitate their practices ; for they im- 
pofe many precepts on their difciples, which 
they never perform themfelves. or they bind 
heavy burdens, and grievous to be borne, and lay 
them on mens fhoulders, but they them/elves will not 
moze them with one of their fingers. 
corks they do for to be feen of men, "The difficult 
precepts they impofe on others are never re- 
garded by thefe hypocrites, and any good ac- 
tion they may happen to perform is vitiated by 
the principle from whence it proceeds. They do 
it only with a view to gain popular applaufe, and 
not from a regard to God, far lefs from a love 
of goodnefs. They are proud and arrogant to 
excefs, as is plain from their affected gravity in 
their cloaths; from the anxiety they difcover 
le& they fhould not obtain the principal feats in 
the public affemblies, and from their affecting 
to be faluted in the ftreets with the founding titles 
of Rabbi, and father. They make broad their 
Phyladterzes, and enlarge the borders of their gar- 
ments, And love the uppermofi rooms at feafs, and 
the chief feats in the fynagogues, and greetings in 
the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. 
Matt. xxiii. 5, 6,7. 

The word ‘Rabbi fignifies, properly, great, and 
Was given coshoge men who had rendered them- 
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felves remarkable for the extent of their learn- 
ing ; it is therefore no wonder that the proud 
and fupercilious Pharifees were fond of a title, 
which fo highly complimented their underftand- 
ings, and gave them great authority with their 
difciples. But the followers of the Bleffed Je- 
fus were to decline this title, becaufe the thing 
fignified by it belonged wholly to their matter, 
in whom are placed all the treafares of wifdom 
and knowledge, and becaufe they did not owe 
any part of their knowledge to themfelves, but 
derived ic entirely from him. But be not ye 
called Rabbi: for one is your Mafler, even Chrifty 
and all ye are brethren: And call uo man your 
father upon the earth; it one is your father, 
which is in heaven. Life, with all its bleffings, 
come from God, and men wholly depend upon 
him; all praife and thankfulnefs, therefore, 
fhould ultimately be referred to him; fo that if 
any one teacheth rightly, not the teacher, but 
the wifdom of God, is to be praifed. 

Nor were the difciples of Our Bleffed Saviour 
to accept of thetitle of mafter, or leadir, which 
the Jewith doétors alfo courted, becaufe, in 
point of commiffion and infpiration, they were 
all equal, neither had they any title to rule the 
con{ciences of men, except by virtue of the in- 
fpiration which they had received from their 
Matter, to whom alone the prerogative of infal- 
libility belonged. Neither be ye called mafters; 
for one is your mafter, cven Chrif. The Divine 
teacher, however, did not intend by this to infi- 
nuate that it was finful to call men by the ftations 
they held in the world: he only meant to reprove 
the weaknefs of the common people, who loaded 
their teachers with praifes, and forgot to afcribe 
any thing to God; and to root out of the minds 
of his apoftles the Pharifaical vanity; which 
decked itfelf with honour belonging folely to the 
Creator of the univerfe. Accordingly, that he 
mighr inftil into their hearts a proper principle 
to difpofe them to do good offices one ta 
another as occafion offered, he affured them 
that humility was the only road to true greatnefs: 
for by affuming what did not properly belong tq 
them, they would be defpifed both by God and 
men; whereas, if they did not difdain to perform 
the meaneft offices of love to their brethren, they 
would enjoy a very high degree of the Divine 
favour. 

Among the great multitude that at this time 
heard Our Lord’s difcourfes were many of the 
Scribes and Pharifees, who were greatly offended 
at his doctrine, and particularly as the fubject 
matter was principally levelled at them, This, 
however, did not lay any reftraint on the Divine 
teacher. He had hitherto ufed the moft mild 
perfuafions to bring them to a fenfe of their 
wickednefs without effect; and as this was to be 
the laft fermon he was ever to preach in public, 
he thought it neceffary that he fhould now treat 
them with fome feverity. Je therefore de- 
nounced, inthe moft folemn manner, dreadful 
woes againft them, on account of their excel 
five wickednefs. They were public teachers of 
religion, and therefore fhould have ufed every 
method in their power to recommend its pre- 
cepts to the people, and to have been themfelves 
fhining examples of every duty it enjoined ; but 
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onthe contrary, they abufed every mark and 
charaéter of goodnefs, and, under the cloak of 
a fevere and fanétified afpeét, were malicious, 
implacable, covetous and rapacious. In a word, 
inftead of being reformers, they were the cor- 
rupters of mankind, and confequently their 
wickednefS deferved that rebuke which was juft- 
ly given them by the great Redeemer _of man- 
kind. ‘ Wo unto you, Scribes and Pharifees, 
“ hypocrites ; for ye fhut up the kingdom of 
“ heaven againft men; for ye neither go in 
yourfelves, neither fuffer them that were en- 
tering to go in. Wo unto you, Scribes and 
Pharifees, hypocrites; for ye devour widows 
houfes, and, for a pretence, make long pray- 
er; therefore ye fhall receive the greater dam- 
nation. Wo unto you, Scribes and Pharifees, 
hypocrites ; for ye compafs fea and land, to 
make one profelyte, and when he is made, ye 
make him two-fold more the child of hell 
than yourfelves.” The punifhmens you fhall 
fuffer will be terribly fevere, becaufe you have 
given a wrong interpretation of the antient pro- 
phectes concerning the Meffiah, and done all 
that is in your power to hinder the people from 
repenting of their fins, and believing the Gof- 
pel: becaufe you have committed the groffeft 
iniquities, and, under the cloak of religion, 
have devoured the fubftance of widows and or- 
phans, hoping to hide your villainies by long 
prayers: becaufe ye have expreffed the greatelt 
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zeal imaginable in making profelytes, not with _ 


a view to render the Gentiles more wife and vir- 
tuous, but to acquire their riches, and a com- 
mand over their confciences; and inftead of 
teaching them the precepts of virtue and the 
moral duties of religion, you confine their du- 
ties to fuperftitious and ceremonial inftitutions ; 
and hence they often relapfe into their old ftate 
of Weathenifm, and become more wicked than 
before they were converted, and confequently 
liable to a more fevere fentence. 

Iaving faid this, Our Lord next proceeded 
to their doctrine concerning oaths. He de- 
clared, in oppofition to their abominable tenets, 
that every oath, if the matter of it be lawful, is 
obligatory > becaufe when men fwear by any part 
of the creation, it is an appeal to the Creator 
himfelf; for in any other ight an oath of this 
kind is abfolutely ridiculous, the object having 
neither knowledge of the fact, nor power to pu- 
nifh the purjury. ‘* Wo unto you ye blind 
«« guides, which fay, Whofoever fhall fwear by 
“the temple, it is nothing : but whofoever 
fhall wear by the gold of the temple, he is a 
debtor. “Ye fools, and blind: for whether is 
greater, the gold, or the temple that fanétifieth 
the gold? and whofoever fhall fwear by the 
altar it is nothing, but whofoever fweareth by 
the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. Ye fools 
and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or 
the altar that fanctifieth the gift? Whofo there- 
fore fhall fwear by the altar, fweareth by it, 
and by all things thereon. And whofo fhall 
{wear by the temple, fweareth by it, and by 
him that dwelleth therein. And he that fhall 
“« fwear by heaven, fweareth by the throne of 
‘© God, and by him that fittech thereon.” 

After this, Our Lord reprehended their fuper-~ 
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ftitious practices, in obferving the minuteft parts 
of the ceremonial precepts of the law, and at 
the fame time utterly neglecting the eternal and 
indifpenfable rules of righteoufnefs. ‘* Wo 
*¢ unto you, Scribes and Pharifees, hypocrites ; 
“© for ye pay tythe of mint, and anife, and cum- 
¢ min, and have omitted the weiglitier matters 
«of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: 
« thefe ought ye to have done, and not to leave 
«¢ the other undone.” Our Lord then cenfured 
them for their hypocrify. They fpared nd pains 
to appear virtuous in the eyes of the world, and 
maintain all externalconduéct that fhould acquire 
the praifes of men, but at the fame time neg- 
lected to adorn their fouls with the robe of righ. 
teoufnefs, which was the only ornament that 
could render them confpicuous in the fight of 
their Mafter. ‘“ Wo unto you, Scribes and 
« Pharifees, hypocrites; for ye make clean the 
** gutfide of the cup and of the platter, but 
“ within they are full of extortion and excefs, 
< Thou blind Pharifee, cleanfe firft that which 
«© is within the cup and the platter, that the out- 
“ fide of them may be clean alfo.” Cleanfe firft 
the mind, thy inward man, from evil difpofi- 
tions and affections, and the outward behaviour 
will, of courfe, be virtuous and praife-wor- 
thy. 

Having thus pointed out their hypocrify, Our 
Lord next animadverted on the fuccefs that had 
attended it. “They deceived the fimple and un- 
thinking part of mankind With their pretended 
fanctity, appearing like whited fepulchres, beau- 
tiful on the outfide, while their internal parts 
were full of uncleannefs. ‘ Wo unto you, 
« Scribes and Pharifees, hypocrites; for ye are 
“« like unto whited fepulchres, which indeed ap- 
“ pear beautiful outward, but are within full 
«¢ of dead mens bones, and of all uncleannefs. 
Even fo ye alfo outwardly appear righteous 
“unto men, but within ye are full of hypo- 
“ crify and iniquity.” Ele alfo reproved the 
pains they had taken in adorning the fepulchres 
of the prophets; becaufe they pretended a great 
veneration for their memory, and even condemn- 
ed their fore-fathers, who killed them, faying, 
if they had lived in the days of their fathers, they 
would have oppofed fuch monftrous wickednefs, 
while, at the fame time, all their actions abun- 
dantly proved that they {till cherithed the fame fpi- 
rit they condemned in their fathers, by themfelves 
perfecuting the meffengers of the Mott High, par- 
ticularly his own begotten Son, whom they were 
determined to deftroy. ‘* Wo unto you, Scribes 
“© and Pharifees, hypocrites; becaufe ye build 
“‘ the tombs of the prophets, and garnifh the 
“ fepulchres of the righteous, and fay, If we 
«¢ had been in the days of our fathers, we would 
“not have been partakers with them in the 
** blood of the prophets. Wherefore ye be wit- 
«¢ neffes unto yourfelves, that ye are the chil- 
« dren of them which killed the prophets.” He 
added, that for their great iniquities they mutt 
expect the Divine vengeance, and that it would 
be infliéted in fo terrible a degree, as to be 2 
ftanding monument of God’s difpleafure againtt 
all the murders committed by the fons of men, 
from the death of Abel, to that of Zechariah, 
the fon of Jehoiada the high-prieft. 
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After Our Bleffed Lord had thus laid before 
them their heinous guilt, and the dreadful pu- 
nifhment that would follow, he was, at the 


thoughts of the calamities which were foon to fall. 


upon them, excé¢edingly moved, and his breaft 
filled with fenfations of pity to fuch a degree, 
that unable to contain himfelf, he broke out in- 
to the fame bewailing exclamation he had made 
ufe of before. ‘ O Jerufalem, Jerufalem, thou 
« that killeft the prophets and ftoneft thém 
«© which are fent unto thee, how often would 
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wings; and ye would not! Behold, your houfe 
is left unto you defolare.” By the word Acufe 
Our Bleffed Lord meant the temple, which was 
from that time to be left unto them defolate ; the 
glory of the Lord, whith Haggai had prophefied 
fhould fill the fecond houfe; was now departing 
from it. Our Lord, therefote, added, J. fay ua- 
to you, Ye focll not fee me henceforth till ye fball 
fey, Bleffed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lerd. As if he had faid, ‘© As yé have killed 
the prophets, and will fhortly put mé, who am 
the Lord of the temple to death, your holy houle 
fhall be left defolate, and-your nation totally de- 
ferted by me; nor fhall you fee me any more 
till ye fhall acknowledge the dignity of my cha- 
raéter, and the importance of my miffion, and 
fay, with all the people of the earth, Blefed is 
he that cometh in the name of. the Lord. 

Our Bleffed Lord, having thus expofed the 
fecret practices of the Scribes and Pharifees, and 
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dercunced the judgmene that would fall upon: 


them for their iniquities, went into the court of 
the temple called the treafury, from feveral chefts 
being fixed te the pillars of the portico that fur- 
rounded it, for receiving the offerings of thole 
who went to worfhip in the temple. While he 
continued in this court, ‘* he beheld how people 
“ caft money into the treafury : and many that 
«© were rich caft in much. And there came a 
“ certain poor widow, and fhe threw in two mites, 
which made a farthing, And he called unto 
him his difciples, arid faith unto them, Veri- 
ly, I fay unto you, that this poor widow hath 
ca{t more’in, than all théy which have caft into 
the treafury. For all they did caft in of their 
abundance: but fhe of her want did caft in afl 
that fhe had, even all her living.” Mark xit. 
41, &e. 

Notwithftanding the offering given by this 
poor widow was in itfelf very fmall, yet, in pro- 
portion to the goods of fortune fhe enjoyed, it 
was remarkably large; for it was all fhe had, even 
all her living. In order, therefore, to encourage 
charity, and fhew that it is the difpofition of the 
mind, not the magnificence of the offering, that 
attached the regard of the Almighty, the Son 
of God applauded this poor widow, as having 
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given more in proportion, than any of the rith, | 


Their offerings, though great in refpect of hers, 
were but a fmall part or their eftates, whereas 
her offering was fet whole ftock. And from this 
paffage of the Gofpel we fhould learn, that the 
poor, who in appearance are denied the means 


of doing.charitable affices;. aré éncouraged to do. 


all they can. For how’ frriall focver the gift ma 
be, the Alinighty, who beholds the heart, values 
it, not according to what it is in itfelf, but ac- 
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I have gathered thy children together, even | 
«eas a hen gathereth her chickens under her | 





56 
cording to the difpofition with which it is given. 
On the other hahd,; we fhould learn from hence, 
that it is not ¢nough for the rich, that they ex- 
céed the poor in gifts of charity; they fhould 
beftow in proportion to their fortune ; and they 
would do well to remember, that a little given, 
where 4 little only is left, appears a much nobler 
offering in the fight of God; and difcovers a 
iriore benevolent and humane témper of mind, 
than fiims much larger beftowed out of 4 pleii- 
tiful abundance. . 

_ As Our Lord was about leaving the temple, 
it came ftrongly into ‘the minds of his apoftles, 
what he had declared at the- conclufion of his 
pathetic Jamentation over Jerufalem, namely, 
that the temple fhould not any more be favoured 
with his prefence till they fhould fay, Bleffed is be 
that cometh inthe name cf the Lord. This re- 
flection gave them great uneafinefs; and there- 
fore, as he was departing from that facred ftruc- 
ture, they defired him to obferve the beauty of 
the building, infinuating that they thought it 
ftrange he fhould intimate an intention of leaving 
it defolate. Mafter (faid one of them) /ee what 
manner of fiones, and what buildings are bere. In 
an{wer t6 this Our Lord told them, that however 
{trong or coftly it appeared; yet the whole fhould 
be totally deftroyed. See/t thou (Said he) these 
great buildings ? there [hall not be left one flone up- 
on another, that feall not be thrown dswn. That 
noble edifice, raifed with much labour, and at a 
very great expence; fhall be levelled to the very 
furface of the earth. 

When the dilciples heatd their Mafter affirm 
that not one of thofe enormous ftones fnould be 
left upon anothet, they thought, indeed, that 
the temple was to be demolifhed, but did nor 
fufpect that the facrifices were to be taken away; 
and a riew religion introduced, which woula 
tender the temple unneceffary. They therefore 
flattered themfelves that the fabric then ftand- 
ing was too finall for the numerous worfhippers 
who would frequent it when all the nations of 
the world were fubject to the Meffiah’s kingdom, 
and that therefore it was to be pulled down, in 
order that another might be erected on a more 
extenfive and magnificent plan, fuitable to the 
idea they had conceived of his future empire, 
Filted with thefe pleafing imaginations, they re- 
cerved thé intelligence with pleafure, meditating, 
as they walked along, on the glorious things 
eo (as they thought) were fhortly to come to 

afs. 
i Our Bleffed Lord direéted his courfe to the 
Mount of Olives, whither he frequently retired 
to'difcourfe in private with his apoftles. When 
they arfived at the top of the mount, and their 
Matter had taken his feat on an eminence, from 
whence there was a profpect of the temple, and 
part of the city, they drew near him with a re- 
folution of fatisfying themfelves relative to the 
ideas they had formed concerning the temple ; 
when the demolition of the old ftructure was to 
happen, and what were to be the figns of his 
coming, and of the end of the world. And as 
be fat upon the Mount cf Olives, the difcipics came 
unto him privately, faying, Tell us, when jfrall 
ae things be? and what fhall be the fign of thy 
combing, qnif of the end of the'world? Jtappears, 


from this requeft, that they were defirous of 
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knowing what figns fhould precede the creation 
of that extenfive empire, over which they fup- 
poled the Meffiah was to reign; for they ftill ex- 
pected. he would govern a fecular kingdom. 
They, therefore; connected the demolition of 
the temple with their Mafter’s coming, though 
they had not the leaft notion that he was to deftroy 
the nation, and change the form of religious 
worfhip. What they meant, therefore, by the 
end of the world was nothing more than the pe- 
riod of the then political government ; and con- 
fidered their Maiter’s coming to deftroy the con- 
ftirution then fubfifting as a very defirable event. 
They alfo thought the demolition of the temple 
proper, as they expected a larger and more fu- 
perb building (proportioned to the number of 
the Meffiah’s fubjects) would be ereéted in its 
ftead. That this was the real fenfe of their 
gueftion will fufficiently appear if we confider 
that they were highly pleated with their imagina- 
ry and worldly profpect; whereas, if they had 
meant by the end of the world, the final period 
of all things, the deftruétion of the temple 
would have exhibited to them, in their then 
temper of mind, a melancholy profpeét, which 
they could not have beheld, without fhewing a 
deep concern on the occafion. 

But Our Bleffed Lord foon convinced them 
of their miftake, by telling them that he was not 
come to rule a fecular empire, as they fuppofed, 
but to punifh the Jews for their perfidy and re- 
bellion; after which he proceeded to inform 
them of the figns that would precede the de- 
ftruétion both of their temple and nation, in 
doing of which he began with giving them the 
following caution relative to their future con- 
duct. “ Take heed (faid he) that no man de- 
“ ceive you. For many fhall come in my name, 
“ faying, fam Chrift; and fhall deceive many.” 
This caution was, no doubt, exceeding necef- 
fary, becaufe, though the apoftles were to fee 
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their Mafter afcend into heaven, yet they might 


take occafion, from the prophecy, to think that 
he would appear again on earth; and therefore 
they might be in danger of feduction by the 
falfe prophets that fhould arife. 

And when ye foall hear of wars and rumours of 
wars, fee that ye be not troubled, for all thefe things 
muft come to pals; Lut the endis not yet. Before 
this nation and temple are deftroyed, terrible 
wars will happen in the land: For nation fhall 
rife againft nation, and kingdom againf? kingdom: 
and there foail be famines, and peftilences, and earth- 
guekes, in divers places. ‘Yhefe are the preludes 
of the important event, forerunners of the evils 
which fhall befall this people and nation. At the 
fame time you fhall meet with hot perfecutions: 
walk, therefore, circumfpectly, and arm your- 
felves both with patience and fortitude, that ye 
may be able to perform your duty through the 
whole courte of thefe perfecutions 5 for you fhall 





* That this part of the prophecy was moft amply fulfilled 
appears from the relation given us by Jofephus, who fays 
that when the Roman army inveited Jerufalem, no lefs than 
1,100,000 perfons periihed in the fiege, 7 

+ We are told, by the fame hiftorian, that the quarrels 
which raged during tha fiege were fo fierce and obftinate, 
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be brought before the great men of the earth for 
my fake. ‘ But when they fhall lead you, and 
“ deliver youup, take no thought before-hand 
“* what ye fhall fpeak, neither do ye premedi- 
** tate: but whatfoever fhall be given you in 
“« that hour, that fpeak ye: for it 1s not ye that 
“ fpeak, but the Holy Ghoft.”". Mark xiii. 
Il. 

Our Bleffed Lord then told them that, during 
this time of trouble and confufion, the perfidy 
of mankind fhould be fo great towards one ano- 
ther, that, brother hall betray the brother to death, 
and the fath:r the fon: and children fhall rife up 
againft their parents, and foall caufe them to be 
put to death. Vhe unbelieving Jews, and apof- 
tate Chriftians fhall eommit the moft enormous 
crimes. Ic is, therefore, no wonder that the 
perfidy and wickednefs of {uch pretended Chrif- 
tians fhould difcourage many difciples, and 
greatly hinder the propagation of the gofpel. But 
he who fupports his faith during thefe perfecu- 
tions, and is not led away by the feduction of 
falfe Chriftians, fhall efcape that terrible judg- 
ment which will fall upon thein for their bafe- 
nefs and perfidy. 

And when Jerufalem fhall be furrounded with 
armies, Pagan armies, bearing in their ftandards 
the images of their idols, the abomination of de- 
Solation, mentioned by the prophet Daniel ; then 
let him who has read the prediétions of that pro- 
phet underftand, that the end of the city and 
fanctuary, together with the ceafing of the fa- 
crifice and oblation there predicted, is near at 
hand, and confequently the final period of the 
Jewith nation, ‘© Then Jet them which are in 
“« Judea flee to the mountains; and let them 
** which are in the midft of ic depart out,” 
Luke xxi. 21. ‘ Let him which is on the houfe- 
** top not come down to take any thing out of 
* his houfe. Neither Jet him which is in the 
“ field return back to take his cloathes, Matth. 
“ xxiv. 17, 18.” Then fhall be fulfilled the 
awful predictions of the prophet Daniel, and the 
dreadful judgments denounced againft the im- 
penitent and unbelieving. In thote days of ven- 
geance the women who are with child, and rhofe 
who give fuck, fhall be particularly unhappy, 
becaute they cannot flee from the impending de- 
ftru€tion. But pray ye that yeur flight be not in 
the winter, when the badnefs of the roads, and 
the rigour of the feafon, will render {peedy tra- 
velling troublefome, if not impoffible; meither 
on the fabbath-day, when you fhall think it un- 
lawful. For then fball be great tribulation, fuch as 
was not fince the beginning of the world to this 
time, no, nor ever fhall be*. We farther faid, 
that except the days of tribulation fhould be 
fhortened, none of the inhabitants of Jerufalem 
and Judea, of whom he was then {peaking, 
fhould efcape deftruétion +. But, added he, for 
the elets fake, whom be bath chofen, be bath 
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that both within the walls of Jerufalem, and without in the 
neighbouring country, the whole land was one continued 
fcene of horror and defolation : and that had the fiege con- 
tinned much longer, the whole nation of the Jews muit have 
been totally extirpated, 
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foortened the dcys. By the ele& are fignified, fuch 
of the Jews as had embraced the doétrines of the 
Gofpel, and particularly thofe who were brought 
in with the fulnefs of the Gentiles. 

As it is natural, in times of trouble, to Jook 
with eager expectation for a deliverer, Our Blef- 
fed Lord cautioned his difciples not to liften to 
any pretences of that kind, as many falfe pro- 
phets would arife, and deceive great numbers of 
the people ft. ‘* If any man fhall fay to you, 
«< Lo, here is Chrift; or lo; he is there; be+ 
« fieve him not: For falfe chrifts and falfe pro- 
¢ phets fhall rife, and fhall fhew figns and won- 
«ders, to feduce, if it were poffible, even the 
« eleét. But take ye heed: behold, | have fore- 
“ told you all things. Mark xiii. 21, &c.” | 

But as the partizans of the falfe prophets might 
pretend that the Meffiah was, for a time, con- 
cealed for fear of the Romans, and the weaker 
fort of Chriftians might imagine that Chrift was 
actually returned to deliver the nation in its ex- 
tremity, and to punifh their enemies who fo 
cruelly oppreffed them, Our Lord thought pro- 
per to caution them againit this particular. 
‘© Wherefore (faid he) if they fhall fay unto you 
“ Behold, he is in the defert, go not forth: 
“‘ behold, he is in the fecret chambers, believe 
«it not. For asthe lightening cometh out of 
“ the eaft, and fhineth even unto the welt ; fo 
“« fhall alfo the coming of the Son of man be. 
«* Marth. xxiv. 26, &c.” The coming of the 
Son of man fhall be like lightning, {wift and 
deftructive. But he will not come perfonally ; 
his fervants only fhall come, the Roman armies, 
who, by his command, fhall deftroy the Jewith 
nation. 

Our Bleffed Lord, having thus given them a 
particular account of the various circumftances 
which fhould precede the deftruétion of Jerufa- 
lem, next defcribed that cataftrophe itfelf, in all 
the beauties of language and imagery made ufe 
of by the antient prophets, when they foretold 
the deftruction of cities and kingdoms. “ But 
‘© in-thofe days, after that tribulation, the fun 
“ fhall be darkened, and the moon fhall not give 
« her light: and the ftars of heaven fhall fall, 
and the powers that are in heaven fhall be fha- 
© ken.” Mark xiii. 24 And upon the earth 
 diftrefs of nations, with perplexity, the fea 
‘© and the waves roaring: mens hearts failing 
“them for fear, and for looking after thofe 
“ things which are coming on the earth.” Luke 
xxi. 25. By thefe lofty and figurative expref- 
fions, the decaying of all the glory, excellency 
and profperity of the nation, and the introduc~ 
tion of univerfal fadneis, mifery and confufion, 
are beautifully defcribed. The roaring of the 
‘ea and the waves may juftly be confidered as 
metaphorical, as the figns in the fun, in the 
noon, and in the ftars are plainly fo; and by the 
powers are meant the whole Jewifh policy, go- 
vernment, laws and religion, which were the 
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4 This part of the predi&ion was likewife fully accom- 
Plithed during he terrible fiege of Jerufalem by the Romans. 
Jofephus tells us, that many arofe pretending to be the 

effiah, boafting that they would deliver the nation from 
all its enemies: and the maititude, always too prone to 
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works of heaven: thefe Our Lord tells us thould 
be fhaken, or rather totally diffolved. 

Having thus beautifully; but awfully defcri- 
bed this important and ftriking event, the 
Bleffed Jefus affured his difciples that ic would 
bevery unexpeéted, and thence urged the ne- 
ceffity of a watchful vigilance, leit they fhould 
be furprized, and havea fhare in thefe calami- 
ties; From hence he took occafion to put them 
in mind of the deftru€tion of the world, and 
to exhort them to a faithful difcharge of theit 
duty, from the confideration of the fuddenneYs 
of his coming, to call every individual to ac- 
count after death. ‘ Therefore (faid he) be 
‘© ye all ready; for in fuch an hour, as you 
“ think not, the Son of man cometh. Who 
** then is a faithful and wife fervant; whom his 


!* Jord hath made ruler over his houfhold, to 


“ give them meat in due feafon? Bleffed ig 
* ehat fervanr, whom his Lord when he cometh, 
*« fhall find fodoing: Verily, I fay unto you, 
‘* Yhat he fhall make him ruler over all his 
*© goods.” Matth: xxiv. 44, &c. Asif he had 
faid, “ You, who are minifters of religion, 
ought to be particularly attentive in difcharging, 
the important truft committed to your care 3 
you are the ftewards in whom are entrufted the 
whole houfhold vt the church ; and you would 
do well to remember, that your example will 
havea great effect upon the minds of thofe em- 
ployed under you. It 3s yourduty to be well 
acquainted with the ftores of the Divine truths; 
and to underftand how they may be applied to 
the beft advantage. You fhould alfo be careful 
to know the characters of the different perfons 
under your directions, that you may be able to 
give each his portion of meat in due feafon ; and 
if I find you thus employed, I will reward you 
with the joy of my kingdom, even as an 
earthly mafter beftows particular marks of ref- 
pect on fuch fervants as have been remarkably 
faithful in any important truft. But, on the other 
hand, if you are not true to the truft repofed in 
you; if you pervert your office, and watch not 
over the fouls committed to your care, I will 
come unto you unexpectedly, and make you 
dreadful examples of mine anger, by the fevere 
punifhments which I will inflict upon you. 
« Bur if chat evil fervant fhall fay in his heart, 
*¢ my Lord delayeth his coming, and fhall begin 
to fmite his fellow-fervants, and to eat and 
drink with the drunken: the Lord of that 
fervant fhall come in a day when he looketh 
not for him, and in an hour that he is not 
*€ aware of: and fhali cut him afunder, and ap- 
“© point him his portion, with the hypocrites : 
there fhall be weeping and gnafhing of teeth.” 
Marth. xxiv. 48, &c. 
After Our Bleffed Lord had thus pointed out 
to his difciples the future ftate of retribution, he 
roceeded to the confideration of the general 
judgment, when thofe rewards and punifhments 
fhould 
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liften to deceivers, who promife temporal advantages, giving 
credit tothofe deceivers, became more obitinate in their op- 
pofition to the Romans, and thereby rendered their de- 
ftruétion more fevere and inevitable, 
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fhould be diftributed in their utmoft extent. 
“© Then (faid he) fhall the kingdom of heaven 
“© be likened unto ten virgins, which took their 
lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 
«© And five of them were wife, and five were 
 foolifh. They that were foolifh took their 
lamps, and took no oil with them : But the 
‘© wife took oil in their veffels with their lamps. 
‘© While the bridegroom tarried, they all flum- 
«© beredand flept. And at midnight there was 
«<a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh 3 
go ye out tomeet him. Then all thofe vir- 
gins arofe, and trimmed their lamps. And 
«. the foolifh faid unto the wife, Give us of your 
oil; for our lamps are gone out. But thé 
*< wife anfwered, faying, Not fo ; left there be 
not enough for us and you: but go ye rather 
to them that fell, and buy for yourfelves. 
And while they went to buy, the bridegroom 
came; and they that were ready went in with 
him to the marriage: and the door was fhut. 
Afterward came alfo the other virgins, faying, 
Lord, Lord, open to us. But he anfwered and 
faid, Verily I fay unto you, I know you not. 
Watch therefore, for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh.” 

‘Yo the ten virgins mentioned in this parable 
may be compared all thofe to whom the Gofpel 
is preached. ‘Yo thefe all Chriftian profefiors 
may be likened, who, taking the lamp of Chrii- 
tian faith, go forth to meet the bridegroom ; that 
is, prepare themfvlves as candidates for the 
kingdom of heaven, and defire to be admitted 
with Chrift, the celeftial bridegroom, into the 
happy manfions of immortality. It muft be re- 
membered, that there always was, and always 
will be, a mixture of good and bad in_ the 
church, till the great day of feparation arrives. 
The weaknefs of the foolifh is reprefented by 
thofe virgins who took no oil in their veffels with 
their lamps; thatis, the foolifh Chriftians con- 
rent themfelves with the bare lamp of a profef- 
fion, and never think of furnifhing it with the 
oil of Divine grace, the fruit of which is a life 
of holinefs. ‘Whereas the wife, well knowing 
that alamp, without the fupply of oil, would be 
fpeedily extinguifhed ; that faith, without love 
and holinefs, will be of no confequence, take 
care to fupply themfelves with a fufficient quanti- 
-ty of the Divine grace, and to difplay in their 
lives the works of love and charity. 
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-In order to fhew us more ctearly the nature || 


and ufe of ‘Chriftian watchfulnefs, to which Our 
Lord exhorts us at the conclufion of the before- 
mentioned parable, he delivered another, in 
which he reprefented the different characters of a 


faithful and Nothful fervant, and the difference |; 
This parable, hke |. 
the former, is intended to ftir us up to a zealous | 


of their future acceptation. 


preparation for the coming of Our Lord, by di- 
ligence.in the diftharge of our duty, and by 
carefully improving ourfelves in holinefs ; and 
at the fame time to expofe the vain pretences of 
hypocrites, and to demonftrate that fair fpeeches 
and outward form, without the power of godli- 
nefs, will be of no fervice in the laft day of ‘ac- 
counts. _. 


In delivering this parable Our Blefled, Lard, 
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Boor j,; 
told his difciples, that the Son of man, with re- 


fpeét to his final coming to judge the world, 
might be likened “* unto a man travelling into 
a far country, who called his own fervants, and 
delivered unto them his goods. 
he gave five talents, to another two, and to ano- 
ther one; to every man according to his feveral 
abilities: and ftraightway took his journey.” 
Matth. xxv. 14, 14. 
matter’s departure he that had received the five 


And unto one 


Immediately on their 


talents loft no time, but went and traded with 
the fame, and his increafe was equa] to his in- 
duftry and application: he made them other five 
talents. He that had received the two talents 
did the fame, and-had equal fuccefs. But he 


that recetved one, very unlike the conduct of his 
fellow-fervants, went his way, digged in the 
earth, and hid his lord’s money, idle, ufelefs, 
unemployed, and unimproved. 


Aftcr fome time, and at an hour when they 


did not expect it, the lord of thofe fervants re- 
turned, called them before him, and ordered 
them to give an account of their feveral trufts. 
Upon this, he that had received five talents, as a 
proof of his fidelity, produced other five talents, 


faying, ‘* Lord, thou delivered unto me five 
“talents, behold I have gained belides them 
« five talents more.” His lord, highly app.acd- 
ing his induitry and fidelity, faid to him, “ Well 
«< done, thou good and faithful fervant; thou 
‘© haft been faithful over a few things, I will 
«© make thee ruler over many things ; enter thou 
** into the joy of thy Lord. Matth. xxv. 21. In 
like manner, he that had received two talents 
declared he had gained two other ; upon which 
he was honoured with the fame applaufe, and 
admitted into the fame joy with his feHow-fer- 
vant. After this, he that had received the one 
talent came, and, with a fhameful falfhood, 
to excufe his vile indolence, fuid, ‘ Lord, I 
«* knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping 
‘© where thou haft not fowa, and gathering 

where. thou haft not ftrawed : and I was afratd, 
and went and hid the talent in the earth : lo, 
«¢ there thou haft that is thine.” ‘This perver- 
fion greatly excited the refentment of his Lord, 
who anfwered, ‘* Thou wicked and flothful 
“ fervant, thou knoweft that I reap where I 

fowed not, and gather where } have not ftraw- 
ed: thou oughteft, therefore, to have put 
my money to the exchangers, and then, at 
my coming, I fhould have received mine own 
with ufury. Take, therefore, the talent from 
him, and give it unto him which hath ten ta- 
“ jents. For unto every one that hath fhalf be 
« given, and he fhall have abundance ; bur from 
him that hath not,fhall be takem away, even 
“¢ that which he hath. And caft ye the unpro- 

fitable fervant into ourer darknefs ; there fhall 
be weeping and gnafhing of teeth.” Mfatth. 
xuv. 26, &c. 

Such is the parable of the talents, which con- 
tains the meafures of our duty to God, and the 
motives that enforce it, all delivered in the 
phineft and moft fimple allufion. But its views 
are fo extenfive and affecting, that while it in- 
ftructs the meaneft capacity, it engages reverence 
and attention from the greateft, and ftrikes aa 
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ce 


‘impreffien on the moft improved underftanding, 
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Weare to confider God as our Lord and Matter, 
the author and giver of every good gift, and 
ourfelves as his fefvants or ftewards, who, in 
various, inftanccs and meafures, have received 
from his goodnefs fuch bleffings and abilities as 
may fit us for the feveral ftations and offices of 
life to which his Providence appoints us. But 
then we are to obferve; that thefe are committed 
to us as a truft or loan, for the due management 
of which we are accountable to the donor. 
If, therefore, we faithfully acquit ourfelves of 
this probationary charge, we fhall receive far 
greater inftances of God’s confidence and favour; 
but, if we are remifs and negligent, we muft ex- 
pect co feel his difpleafure and refentment. 

After delivering this parable Our Bleffed Lord 
procecded to defcribe the manner of his coming 
to the laft and genetal judgment, when, fur- 
rounded with the refulgent rays of his glory, he 
fhould fummions al} the peopte that ever lived in 
the world to appear before him. ‘¢ When the Son 
«of man (faid he) fhall come in his glory, and all 
«« the holy angels with him, then fhall he fit upon 
“the throne of his glory. And before him 
« fhall be gathered aJl nations; and he fhall fe- 
** parate them, one from another, as a fhepherd 
« divideth his fheep from the goats; and he fhall 
fet the fheep on his right hand, but the goats 
‘onthe lefr.” Matth. xxv. 31. Here Our 
Blefled Lord compares good men to fheep, on 
account of their innocence; and wicked men to 
goats, for thcir exorbitant lufts. He does not, 
however, purfue thé allegory farther, but de- 
icribes the remaining, and, indeed, the greateft 
part of this awful fcence in terms perfectly fim- 
ple and intelligible. Here the judgment of all 
nations is exhibitcd; and the particulars on 
which thefe awful trials are to proceed, difplayed 
by the great Judge himfelf. Here we learn that 
we {hall be condemned or acquitted, according 
as we have neglected or performed works which 
flow from the great principles of faith and piety, 
and which the very heathens are, by the light of 
nature, invited to perform. Good men can at 
beft but confider their prefent {tate as exceeding 
wretched : a ftate in which they are often expofed 
to innumerable temptations, to perfecutions, to 
poverty, reproach and contempt. But the con- 
fidcration that they are travelling towards the 
heavenly Jerufalem, a place prepared for them 
when the foundations of the world were laid, 
will be abundantly fufficient to fupport their fpi- 
nts, and render them more than conquerors. The 
glory laid up for them in the manfions of eter- 
nity, and which the great Judge will, at the aw- 
ful day of accounts, confer upon them, will ani- 
miate them to bear the violences of their oppref- 
fors, and even defy the malice of men and de- 
vils. Nay, they will behold with contempt the 
flourifhing profperity of the wicked, and look 
forward to that glorious and immortal crown, 
which will be given them by their great Re- 
decner. «© Then fhall the King fay unto them 
“on the right hand, Come, ye bleffed of my 
“ Futher, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
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“from the foundation of the world. For 1 
‘* was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was 
“« thirfty, and ye gave me drink: I wasa ftran- 
ger, and ye took me in: naked, and ye 
“© cloathed me: J was in prifon, and ye came 
“unto me.” The righteous fhall then afk, with 
gteat reverence and humility, whea they per- 
formed thefe fervices, as they never faw him in 
want, and therefore could not afifthim ? “ Lord, 
‘* when faw we thee an hungred, and fed thee ? 
‘* or thirfty, and gave thee drink ? when faw we 
thee a ftranger, and took thee in? or naked, 
and cloathed thee? or when {aw we thee fick in 
‘* prifon, and came unto thee? And the King thal] 
an{wer, and fay unto them, Verily, I fay unto 
you, infomuth as ye have done it unto one of 
the leaft of thefe my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me. Matth. xxv. 37, &c. This is 
truly aftonifhing indeed! The united wifdom of 
men and angels could never have difcover- 
ed a more proper method to convey an idea 
of the warmth and force of the Divine benevo- 
Jence to the fons of men, or offera more forci- 
ble motive to charity, than that the Son of God 
fhould, from his feat of judgment, in prefence 
of the whole race of mankind, and all the hofts 
of bleffed fpirits from the courts of heaven, de- 
clare that all good offices doné to the afflicted are 
done to himfelf. During the time of his dwelling 
with human nature in this vale of tears, he fuf- 
fered the moft unfpeakable injuries: and there- 
fore he confiders all the diftrefed virtuous as 
members of his body, loves theni with the uc~ 
moft tendernefs, and is fo greatly interefted in 
their welfare, that he rejoices when they are 
happy. : 

The awful judge himfelf having told his dif- 
ciples what would be the happy fate of the righ- 
teous, next proceeded to inform them what would 
befal the wicked, on whom he paffed the follow- 
ing fentence of condemnation: ‘ Depart from 
“me, ye curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared 
“ for the devil and his angels. For I was an 
‘© hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was 
« thirfty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a 
“« ftranger and ye took me not in: Naked, and 
« ye cloathed me not: Sick, and in prifon, and 
“« ye vifited me not. Then fhall they alfo 
“¢ anfwer him, faying, Lord, when faw we thee 
«© an hungred, or a thirft, or a ftranger, or na- 
« ked, or fick, orin prifon, and did not minifter 
“ unto thee? Then fhall he anfwer them, fay- 
“ing, Verily, I fay unto you, inafmuch as ye 
*€ did it not to one of the leaft of thefe, ye did 
“€ it not to me.” 

After having thus reprefented the fentences 
that were to be paffed on the righteous and the 
wicked, Our Lord clofed his difcourfeé with the 
following words: And thofe (fpeaking of the 
wicked) /hall go away into everlafting punifbment: 
but the righteous into ue eternal, ‘Happy deci- 
fion to the followers of the Lamb! Awful fen- 
tence to the workers of iniquity! May it, there- 
fore, excite us to pray for that grace, by which 
alone we fhall obtain the former ! 
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P. XII. 


Our Bleffed Lord goes to the houfe of Simon the leper at Bethany, where be is anointed by a poor 


but pious weman. 
him to death. 


The Sanbedrim meet at Ferufalem, and form an ultimate refolution of putting 
Our Lord teaches his difciples humility by 


condefcending to wafb their feet. Inti 


mates to them who fhould betray him into the hands of bis enemies. The perfidious Judas goes to 
the Sanbediim, and agrees to betray bis Mafter for thirty pieces of fi'ver. Our Lord exhorts bis 


ether apofiles to mutual love. 
for celebrating the Paffover. 


apoftles for their ambitious thoughts. 
ciples againft his approaching death. 
his difciples for the laft time. 


Sends Peter and John to Ferufalem to make the necefjary preparations 
Revives the drooping fpirits of his apoftles, by promtfing them a better 
life, and the gifts of the Holy Ghoft, after bis departure. 
Paffover, inftitutes the Sacrament, in commemoration of his death and fufferings. 
Predia&s Peter’s cowardice in denying him. 

Foretels Peter’s cowardice again. 
Retires into the garden of Gethfemane, where be prays in private to 


Goes to Ferufalem, and after eating the 

Reproves his 
Fortifies bis dif- 
Preaches to and prays with 


his Father. Is in great agony on the occafion ; but receives comfort from a Divine meffenger. Is 
betrayed by Sfudas, and fiized by a band of Soldiers. 


F TER Cur Bleffed Lord had finifhed his 
prophetic difcourfe to his difciples on the 
Mount of Olives, he retired with them to Beth- 
any, and there entered the houfe of one Simon, 
whom, among his other miracles, he had cured 
of aleprofy. hile he was here a woman, who, 
doubr.s, had been an objeét of his mercy, and 
was now ecfirous of teflifying her acknowledg- 
iments for the paft benefits received, came into 
the room where he was, and, out of an alabafter 
crufe, poured fo great a quantity of rich oint- 
ment upon his head, as fcented the whole houfe 
with its fragrancy. This aétion greatly dif- 
pleafed the difciples, who knew their Matter was 
not delighted with luxuries of any kind; and 
therefore they rebuked the woman, imagining 
that it would have been more acceptable to the 
Son of God, if the ointment had been fold, and 
the money diflributed among the fons and daugh- 
ters of poverty and affliction. Buc Our Bleffed 
Lord reproved his difciples for their conduct. 
He told them that thofe who did not now teftify 
their love to him would foon be deprived of the 
opportunity of doing it, as the time of his mi- 
niftry was near its period, when the king of ter- 
rors fhould enjoy a fhort triumph over his body; 
and that therefore this woman had feafonably 
anointed him for his burial. And to make them 
fenfible of their folly in blaming the woman for 
her conduct, he affured them, that fhe fhould be 
highly celebrated for this action, in every part 
of the world, and that her memory fhould live 
to the lateft period of time. Verily I fay unto 
you, Hhercfoever this gofpel fhalt be preached 
throughout the whole world, this alfo that foe hath 
dine fall be jpoken of for a memorial of ber. Mark 
xiv. 9. 
After this tranfaclion Our Lord left Simon’s 
houfe, and went to that of Martha’s, where he 
continued all the next day, without going to Je- 
rufalem, as he had done the day before. 
In the mean time the Sanhedrim affembled at 
the palace of Caiphas the high-prieft, where the 


Priefts, Scribes, and Elders of the people, held | 





a folemn debate and confultation how they might 
take Jefus by fome fecret ftratagem, and put 
him to death. This was the fecond council they 
had held on the occafion, and though therein it 
was determined he fhould die, yet they thought 
it not advifeable to put their defign into execu- 
tion during the time of the approaching folem- 
nity, left it fhould caufe a fedition among the 
people, who had the higheft veneration for him. 
And the chief priefts and the Scribes fought bow 
they might take him by craft, and put him to death. 
But they faid, Not on tke feaft-day, left there be 
an uproar of the peopie. 

Onthe fecond evening of Our Lord’s being at 
Bethany, he fupped, with his difciples, at Mar- 
tha’s houfe ; and, while they were at table, con- 
fidering within himfelf, that his time was now 
fhort, he refolved to ‘give them a farther tefti- 
mony ot his love, and, from his own example, 
teach them two virtues, which, of all others, 
were more efpecially requifite in their miniftry 
of the Gofpel, namely, umility and charity. To 
this purpofe, rifing from the table, laying afide 
his upper garment, and girding himfelf with a 
towel (as the manner of fervants then was when 
they waited on their mafters) he poured water 
into a bafon, and began to wah his apoftles feet, 
and to wipe them with the towel. Amazed at 
this condefcenfion, Peter, (when he came to 
him) modeftly declined it: but his Matter told 
him, that if he refufed to fubmit implicitly to 
all his orders, he could have no part with- him; 
upon which Peter cried out, Lord, not my feet 
only, but alfo my bands and my bead, But Our Lord 
told him that the perfon who had bathed himlelf 
had no realon to wafh any part of the body, ¢x- 
cept his feet, which he might have dirtied by 
walking from the bath. 

“When Our Bleffed Lord had made an end of 
wathing his difciples fect, he put on his garment, 
and, fitting down again at the table, explained 
to them the meaning of what he had done, viz. 
‘© Vhat fince he, who was jultly acknowledged 
‘© to be their Lord and Matter, had condefcended 

“fo 
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‘© fo far as to wwafh their feet, they, in imitation 
“of his example, ought to think it no difpa- 
* racement to them, to perform the meaneft 
«© offices of kindnefs and charity to each other: 
for, though they were exalted to the dignity 
of his apoftles, yet ftill they were but his fer- 
« yants; and that therefore it would be an high 
“ piece of arrogance in them to affume more 
« ftate and grandeur than their Mafter had done 
before them.” 

After faying this, Our Bleffed Lord told them, 
that though he had called them all to the apoftle- 
fhip, and well knew the fecret difpofition of 
every heart before he chofe them, they need nor 
Ie furprized that one among them fhould prove 
a traitor, as icwas done, that the fcripture might 
be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lift 
bis beel egaiaft ine. This moving declaration 
mreatly affected the difciples, and they began 
every one of them to fay to their Matter, Lord, 
Js i+ T 2 But Jets not giving them any decifive 
enfwer, John, his beloved difciple, who ftood 
neareft him, afked, in a foft tone of voice, who 
anong the difciples would be guilty of fo de- 
teftable acrime ? Jefus told him that the perfon 
to whom he fhould give the fop, when he had 
dipped it, fhould betray him. Accordingly, as 
foon as he had dipped the fop in the difh, he 
gave it to Judas Ifcariot, faying to him, at the 
fame time, what thou deft, do quickly. The 
reft of the apoftles were totally ignorant of the 
fignal which Our Lord had given to his beloved 
difciple John, and therefore, when they heard 
the words what tLou doeff, do quickly, they fup- 
pofed it to be an order given to Judas (as he was 
the purfe-bearer) either to beftow fomething on 
the poor, or to provide what was neceffary for 
the celebration of the enfuing feaft. 

As foon as fupper was ended, Judas, being 
now confirmed in his wicked refolution, left 
Fethany, and went to Jerufalem. On his arri- 
vil there, underflanding that the Sanhedrim was 
metat the high-prieft’s houfe, he immediately 
repaired to the place, and offered, upon their 
ceiving him a fufficient reward, to betray his 
Wailer, and to deliver him privately into his 
hads. Uhis propofition was highly pleafing to 
the council, who immediately. bargained with 
him for thirty pieces of filver ; and, when Judas 
hal received the moncy, he, from that moment, 
fought an opportunity to betray his Mafter in 
the abfence of the multitude, though he imme- 
diately returned, and affociated himfelf with his 
fellow difciples. 

While Judas was thus bartering for his Mafter’s 
blood, Our Bleffed Lord was preparing the reft 
of his apoftles for his departure, and endeavour- 
ing to comfort them with this confideration: 
‘That his death would be a means of difplaying 
both his own, and his Father’s glory, as it was 
a preliminary to his refurrection and’ afcenfion 
intoheaven. As, therefore, it was decreed that 
he muft leave them, the ftronger fhould their 
union be with each other; and therefore he very 
earnellly recommended to them the duty of mu- 
tual love, a duty whith had hitherto been fo 
much negleéted, that His enjoining them might 
well be accounted anew commandment, and 
what was to be the common badge and character 
of his true difciples ever after. 
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On the day preceding that of the paffover, Our 
Lord fent Peter and John to Jerufalem, to pre- 
pare all things neceffary for the celebration of the 
paffover ; and, left they fhould want a conve- 
nient room for that purpofe, he prcedifpofed the 
heart of a certain hoft in the city to accommo- 
date them with one. Go ye (faid he) into the 
city; and there foall meet you a man bearing a 
pitcher of water: follow him. And wherefoever 
be foail go in, fay ye io the good man of the houfe, 
The mafter faith, Where is the gueft-chamber where 
L foall eat the paffover with my difciples? And he 
will foew you a large upper-room furnifhed and 
prepared: there make ready for us, Mark xiv. 
13, &c. 
_ In obedience to thefe orders Peter and John 
immediately repaired to Jerufalem, and having 
provided a lamb, flain it in the temple, {prin- 
kled its blood on the altar, and done every thing 
elfe that was required of them, they returned 
to their Mafter at Bethany. Our Lord, per- 
ceiving that his late difcourfe to his difciples 
about leaving the world and them, had deftroyed 
all their hopes of fecular greatnefs, and left them 
melancholy and difconfolate, ftayed the greater 
part of the day with them in order to raife their 
drooping fpirits. To effect this he affured them 
of an happy immortality, which (as he told them) 
he was going before to prepare tor them i hea- 
ven, and wanted not power to do it, becaufe he 
and his Father (as to their divinity) were per- 
feétly the fame. He farther promiled to tend 
them the Holy Spirit from above, which he re- 
prefented as a comforter to fuppert them in 
their affictions; as ateacher, to inftruét them 
in all neceffary truths; and as an advocate, to 
plead and defend their caufe againft all their ene- 
mies. He told them that, from thefe confi- 
derations, they had no reafon to be dejected, 
becaufe, in this fenfe, he would be always 
with them; becaufe, whatever they afked in his 
name, his Father would give them; and be- 
caufe, when he was gone, they fhould be enabled 
to do miracles greater than what they liad feen 
him do. And therefore, Peace I leave with you 
(fays he,) my peace I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. John 
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As foon as Our Bleffed Lord had finifhed his 
difcourfe, he arofe, and, with his difciples, re- 
paired to Jerufalem, whither they had no fooner 
arrived than they went into the houfe which had 
been prepared for them for celebrating the paf- 
fover. Towards the evening they fat down to 
table, foon after which Our Lord began to re- 
new the difcourfle that one in the company fbould 
certainly betray him, but that better it had been for 
the man who did fo if be had never been borne 
This ‘occafioned io general a concern and fad- 
nefs, that every one began to enquire for him- 
felf, whether he was the man? Atlength it came 
to Judas’s turn, who, having the confidence to 
afk the fame queftion, reccived a pofitive an- 
{wer that bewas: whereupon he foon withdrew 
from his Mafter, and joined himfelf to his ene- 
mies, who were impatiently expecting the per- 
formance of his promife. 

The pafchal {upper being ended, Our Bleffed 
Lord proceeded to the inftitution of another, in 

commemmoration 
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commemoration ef his own death and paffion. 
And jefus took bread, and bleffed it, and brake it, 
and gavé it to bis difciples, and faid, Take, eat: 
This is my body. Matth. xxvi. 26. Obferve this 
rite in remembrance of me, who, by dying for 
you, will bring you out of the fpiritual bondage, 
a bondage far worfe than the Egyptian under 
which your anceftors groaned, and will eftablifh 
you in the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. Do it in remembrance of me, who, 
by laying down my life, will ranfom you from 
fin, from death, from hell, and will fet open the 
gates of heaven to you that you may enter im- 
mortality in triumph. ; 

After having given the bread to his difciples, 
Our Lord took the cup of wine, and having, in 
like manner, bleffed it, he gave it among them, 
faying, Drink ye all of it, for this is my blood of 
the New Teftament, which is fhed for many for the 
rewmifion of fins. Matth. xxvi, 27,28. All of 
you, and all who profefs the Gofpel in all ages, 
mutt drink of this cup, becaufe it reprefents my 
blood fhed for the remiMion of the fins of man- 
kind; and by which the new covenant between 
God and man is ratified. It is, therefore, my 
blood of the new covenant; fo that this infti- 
tution exhibits to your joyful meditation the 
grand bafis of the hopes of the children of men, 
and perpetuates the memory of it, to the end of 
the world. Headded, / wif not drink benceforth 
af this fruit of the vine, until that day when I 
drink it new with you, in my Father’s kingdom. 
Matt. xxvi. 29. 

‘Yhis manifeftation of the Son of God is the 
moft illuftrious, and moft momentous event that 
ever occurred, and mutt certainly engage the at- 
tention and meditation of every ferious Chriftian, 
‘To his lite and death, his refurre€tion and afcen- 
fion into glory, we are indebted for our hopes 
and affurances of pardon, for our peace, and 
for our happinefs, To procure our benefit, he 
condefcended to put on him the veil of Aeth : 
he pourcd Divine inftruction from his lips, and 
fhone forth an all-perfect and all lovely example. 
For our benefit he fubmitted to a courfe of the 
moft cruel treatment, to the agonies of the crofs, 
and to the ftroke of the king of terrors. For 
our benefit he arofe again with power and luftre, 
and afcended into the manfions of eternal hap- 
pinefs. With the greateft wifdom and goodnefs, 
therefore, did the beneficent Jefus inftitute a 
rite, which fhould recall his love to our memo- 
ries, and awake each pious paffion in our breaft; 
arite which, by the breaking of bread, and the 
pouring out of wine, fhould reprefent to us, in 
a ftriking manner, that moft fignal proof of the 
affection both of him and his heavenly Father, 
when his tender frame was expofed to wounds 
and bruifes, and when ftreams of the moft pre- 
cious blood iffued from his body, for our fakes. 

‘The more we reflect on this inftance of Divine 
Jove, the more we fhall perceive that there was 
a peculiar propriety in pointing out, by a parti- 
cular ordinance, a circumftance of fuch immenfe 
importance. Nay, we may even venture to af- 
fert, that in fome dark and corrupt ages, when 
the fcriptures were little known by the common 
people, and hardly ftudied by the priefts, the 
death of Our Saviour might have been almoft 
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forgotten, had not the remembrance of it been 
renewed by the celebration of this facred ordi- 
nance. It fhould alfo be remembered, that the 
vanities of the world, the allurements of fenfual 
pleafure, the charms of ambition, the fplendor 
of riches; in fhort, temptations from worldly 
objects of every kind, have often too fatal an in- 
fluence on our tempers and conduct. They have 
a fatal tendency to draw the mind afide to folly, 
and to obliterate the practices of things Divine. 
It was, therefore, a wife, a kind intention of Our 
Great Redeemer, by a frequent repetition of the 
facramental feaft, to call back the wandering 
heart of man to a fenfe of his duty and obliga- 
tians as a Chriftian. 

The important, the awful fcene was now ap- 
proaching, when the great work was to be {- 
nifhed. ‘The traitor Judas was gone to the chief 
priefts and elders, for a band of foldiers to ap- 
prehend him: but this did not difcompofe the 
Redeemer of mankind: he took occafion to 
meditate on the glory that would accrue, both 
to himfelf, and to his Father, from thofe fuffer. 
ings, and mentioned the fame to his difciples, 
Now (faid he) is the fon of man glorified, and 
God is glorified in him.  \e alfo told them, that, 
having already done honour to his Father, by the 
paft actions of his life, and being about to ho- 
nour him yet farther by his fufferings and death, 
which would difplay his perfections, particularly 
his infinite love to the human race, in the moft 
aftonifhing and amiable light, he was, in his 
turn, to receive honour from his Father, inti- 
mating, that he was to be exalted to the right 
hand of Omnipotence. 

Some of the apoftles, ftill imagining that Our 
Lord fpoke of the glory of a temporal kingdoin, 
their ambition was again revived, and they fell 
into unfeafonable contentions about priority, or 
who fhould have the office of the higheft truft 
and honour about their Mafter. This contention 
was highly offenfive to Our Lord, who reproved 
them for their conduét, and then adjufted their 
difputes by the fame kind of arguments he had 
ufed on a former occafion. He told them that 
among the Gentiles thofe were reckoned the 
greateft who had the greateft power, and exer- 
cifed it in the moft abfolure manner ; but that 
their greatnefs fhould be very different: that 
whofoever was defirous of being great, or chief 
among them, muft be fo by his humility, and 
the feryice he rendered to the reft, in imitation 
of him who had been a fervant to them all. At 
the fame time, to check their ambition, and 
lead them to form a juft notion of his kingdom, 
he told them that he was foon to leave them, and 
that whither he was going, they could not at that 
time follow him; for which reafon, inftead of 
contending with one another which of them 
fhould be the greateft, they would do well to be 
ftrongly attached to each other in the happy bonds 
of unity and love. 

Peter’s mind was particularly impreffed with 
the words which Our Lord had fpoken concern- 
ing his going toa place whither his difciples 
could not come. He therefore afked him, Where 
he was going ? To which Jefus replied, Wither 
Igo, thou canft not follow me now, but thou soalt 
follow me afterwards, 1 
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In order to make his difciples farther humble, 
watchful, and kindly affe€tionate towards each 
other, he affured them that Satan was feeking to 
ruin them all by his temptations: but in doing 
of this he particularly addreffed himfelf to Simon. 
Simon, Simon, {aid he) lebold, Satan hath defired 
to Fave you, that be might fift you as wheat : but 
1 have prayed for thee that thy faith fail not ; and 
when thou ert conv.rted firengthen thy brethren. 
Peter was greatly difpleafed that his Mafter 
fhould have fingled him out as the weakeft, for 
{o he interpreted his praying for him particular- 
ly; and peeling that he mentioned Satan’s 
feeking to fift him, as the thing which would 
hinder him from following his Mafter, be /aid 
unto kim, Lord, Iam ready to g0 with thee into 
prifon, and to death, But Jefus, knowing his 
weaknefs, replied, J tell thee, Peter, the cock 
frall not crow this day before that thou fhalt thrice 
deny that thou knoweft me. Luke xxii. 34. 

After Our Bleffed Lord had thus fpoken to 
Peter in particular, he turned himfelf to the reft 
of his difciples, and addreffed the whole in words 
to this effeét: “ When I fent you formerly to 
preach the Gofpel, I ordered you to go without 
any provifion, either for your fuftenance or de- 
fence, affuring you, that though you would, in- 
deed, meet with great oppofition, yet Providence 
would difpofe fome men in all places to be your 
friends, and to furnifh you with all neceffaries ; 
and accordingly you found that you wanted for 
nothing, but were wonderfully fupported, with- 
out any care or provifion of your own, in the 
whole journey, and finifhed your work with fuc- 
cefs. But now the cafe is very different: the 
time of that greateft trial and diftrefs, whereof 
[have often forewarned you, is juft at hand; 
and you may now make all the provifion in your 
power, and arm yourfelves againft it, as much 
as you are able. Ihave finifhed the work for 
which I was fent into the world; and nothing 
now remains for me, but to undergo the fuffer- 
ings which the prophets have foretold concerning 
me, andto complete the wife difpenfation of 
Providence, by fubmitting at laft toa cruel and 
ignominious death.” 

The difciples, thinking that their great Matter 
meant that they fhould arm themfelves in a_lite- 
ral fenfe, and endeavour to oppofe the affaults 
that would be fhortly made upon them by the 
Jews, anfwered, Lerd, bere are two fwords. But 
the Blefled Jefus, who intended only to convey 
an idea of their approaching diftrefs and tempta- 
tions, and to arm them againft the attacks they 
might meet with, replied, [¢ is enough; you 
need not trouble yourfelves about any more wea- 
pons of this nature for your defence. Be not 
terrified and difconfolate, because I have told 
you that I muft undergo great fufferings, and be 
taken away from you for atime. You have al- 
ways been taught to believe in God, who is the 
Almighty Preferver and Governor of all things ; 
and to rely on him for deliverance in every af- 
fiction and diftrefs. 

Having faid this, they finifhed the paffover 
with finging an hymn, immediately after which 
Our Lord quitted the place, and retired with his 
difciples to the Mount of Olives. 

On their arrival at the place which was to be 
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the fcene of Our Lord’s fufferings, he defired 
them to fortify themfelves by prayer, and, fore- 
warned them of the terrible effeéts his fufferings 
would have upon them. He. tald them that wha 
he fhould undergo would make them all tremble, 
agreeable to the prediction of the prophet Za- 
chariah: J will fmite the foepherd, and the fheep 
of the flock foall be fcattered abroad, To ftrengthen 
their faith, however, he not‘only mentioned his 
awn refurrection, but told them they fhould 
fee him in Galilce after he was rifen from the 
dead. , 

On Our Lord’s mentioning the effect that his 
fufferings would have upon his difciples, Peter 
recollected what had been faid to him in parti- 
cular before they Jeft the houfe where they had 
been celebrating the paffover. Grieving, there- 
fore, afrefh, to find his Mafter entertain fuch 
thoughts of him, and being now armed with a 
fword, the vehemence of his temper urged him 
to boaft a fecond time of his courageous and 
clofe attachment to his Mafter. Though all men 
(faid he) should Le offended Lecauje of thee, yet I 
never will be offended. But Jefus, knowing that 
human confidence was weak and frail, thought 
proper to forewarn him again of his danger ; and 
therefore told him, that the cock fhould not 
crow before he had denied him thrice. Peter, 
however, ftill continued to repeat his confidence, 
faying, If I fic uld die with thee, I will not deny 
thee in any wife. And all the reft of the difciples 
joined with Peter in profeffing their tixed refolu- 
tion of fuftering death rather than they would 
deny their Matter. 

The compaffionate Redeemer of mankind, 
not willing to lofe one fingle moment of the fhort 
time of his miniftry that yet remained, conti- 
nued to inftruct his difciples in the great truths 
he came into the world to explain: and from the 
vines that were growing round him on the Mount 
of Olives, delivered to them his laft and moft 
excellent difcourfe, the fubftance of which was 
to the following effect : 

‘© Hitherto the Jewifh church and nation have 
been the peculiar care of Providence, in like man- 
ner as a choice vine, likely to bring forth much 
fruit, is the efpecial care of the hufbandman. 
But from henceforth, my church, my difciples, 
and the profeffors of my religion, of what coun- 
try or nation foever they be, fhall become the 
people of God, and the peculiar care of Divine 
Providence. I will be to them as the root and 


' ftock of a vine, of which they are the branches, 
- and my Father the hufbandman and vine-dreffer. 


As in the management of a choice vine, the fkil- 


| ful vine-dreffer cuts off all barren and fuperfluous 


branches, that they may not burthen nor ex- 
hauft the tree, and prunes and dreffes the fruit- 
ful branches, that they may grow continually 
and bear more fruit; fo, in the government of 
my church, all ufelefs, wicked, and incorrigible 
members, my Father, by his judgment, will cut 
off and deftroy; but thofe who are fincerely 
pious and good, he will, by the various and mer- 
ciful difpenfations of his Providence towards 
them, try, purify, and amend, that they may 
daily improve, and be more and more abundant 
in all good works. 
*¢ Now ye, my‘apoftles, are fuch members as 
aE thefe 


7a 
thefe, being purified in heart and mind, and 
ptepared for every good work, by your lively 
faith in me, and fincere refolutions to obey my 
commands. Continue ftedfaftly in this ftate, and 
then you may be fure of obtaining all fpiritual 
‘bleffings from me, as the branches receive fap 
and nourifhment from the vine. Butasa branch, 
without continuing on the vine, cannot bear any 
fruit, but prefently dries up and perifhes; fo ye, 
unlefs ye continue ftedfaft in your communion 
with me, ‘by a lively faith and fincere obedience, 
fo as to receive grace and fpiritual bleffings, can 
never bring forth any good fruit of true holinefs 
and righteoufnefs, but will fall into vanity, and 
fuperftition. In this cafe ye fhall be caft out 
from me, and perifh for ever, even as a fruitlefs 
branch is cut off from the vine, left to wither 
and dry, and is, atlaft, burntin the fire. 

« But if you continue in me, by believing 
my words, and holding faft that ye believe, and 
obeying and practifing it accordinely, no power, 
or milice, either of man or of devils, fhall be 
able to hurt you, or oppofe your doétrines. For 
though I be abfent from you in body, yet I will 
hear your prayers, and my Father himfelf alfo 
will hear you: and whatfoever ye fhall afk, for 
the glory of God, and the propagation of my 
true teligion in the world, fhall certainly be 
granted you. But above all things, carefully 
remember to demonftrate your continuance in 
me, by abounding in all good works of holinefs, 
righteoufnefs and charity. This is the honour 
which my Father defires and expects from you; 
even as it is the glory and defire of a vine-dreffer 
that his vine fhould bring forth much fruit. And 
this is the honour that I myfelf expeé from you, 
that ye fhould prove yourfelves to be really and 
indced my difciples, by imitating my example, 
and obeying my commands. This ye are bound 
to do, not only in duty, but in gratitude alfo ; 
forasmy Father hath loved you, fo have I alfo 
loved you; and ye, in like manner, ought to 
love me again, that you may continue to be loved 
by me. But the way to exprefs your love to- 
wards me, and to continue to be loved by me, 
is to keep my commandments; even as I, by 
keeping my Father’s commandments, have ex- 
preffed my love towards him, and continue to be 
loved by him. 

“ Thefe things do I fpeak to you before my 
departure, that the comfort ye have had in my 
prefence may be continued in my abfence, and 
even encreafed to the coming of the Holy Spi- 
rit, as it will be upon the condition that I have 
fo often repeated to you, namely, that you keep 
my commandments. And the principal of thefe 
commandments is, that ye love one another; 
not after the common fafhion of the world, but 
in fuch a manner as I have loved you ; nor can 

rou be ignorant of what fort of love that is, when 
i tell you that I am now going to lay down my 
life for you. This is the higheft inftance in 
which it ts poflible for any perfon to exprefs his 
love towards his greateft friends and benefactors: 
but this I am new going to do for you, and for 
all mankind. ‘I do notconfider you as my bene- 
factors, but as my friends, upon this eafy con- 
dition only, that ye keep my commandments. 
I might, indeed, juftly call you fervants, confi- 
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dering the great difference between me and you, 
and the obligation ye have to obey my com- 
mandments; but I have not treated you as- fer- 
vantsy who are not admitted into their mafter’s 
counfels, but as friends, revealing to you the 
whole will of my Father, with all freedom and 
plainnefs. I have behaved myfelf to you as to 
the neareft friends. Not that you firft obliged 
me, or did any atts of kindnefs for me; but I 
have freely, and of my,own good pleafure, chofen 
you to be my apoftles, and the preachers of my 
Gofpel, that you may go and declare the will of 
God to the world, and bring forth much and 
lafting fruit in the converfion of men to the pro- 
feffion and practice of true religion and virtue, 
In the performance of this work, whatfoever y= 
fhall afk of my Father in my name, in order to 
enable you to perform it effectually, and with 
full fuccefs, fhall certainly be granted unto you. 
“© Now all thefe things which 1 have fpoken unto 
you concerning the greatnefs of my love towards 
you, in chufing you to be my apoftles, in re- 
vealing unto you the whole will of my Father, 
and in laying down my life for you, I have urged 
and inculcated, as I at firft told you, chiefly for 
this reafon, that ye may learn, after my example, 
to love one another. "The world, indeed, you mult 
expect will hate and perfecute you on my account. 
But at this you ought not to be furprized or ter- 
rifled, knowing that it isno worfe treatment than 
I myfelf have met with before you. Be nor, 
therefore, furprized when ye meet with oppofi- 
tion; nor think to find better treatment in the 
world than I havedone. Remember what! have 
already told you, that the difciple is not above 
his Mafter ; nor is he that is fent greater than he 
that fent him. If men had generally and readily 
embraced my doctrine, you might, indeed, have 
had fome reafon to expect that they would wil- 
lingly have received yours alfo. But fince I my- 
felf have fuffered great indignities and perfecu- 
tions from wicked and perverfe, from obftinate 
and incorrigible men, only for oppofing their 
vices, itis highly reafonable that you fhould ex- 
pect to undergo the like treatment upon the hike 
account. In all your fufferings, however, you 
will have this comfortable confideration to fup- 
port you, that the juftice of your own caufe, and 
the injuitice of your perfecutors will, by thofe 
means, moft evidently appear; ieeing ye are per- 
fecuted only for profeffing and preaching, in my 
name, the doctrine of true religion and virtue; 
and they perfecute you only becaufe they know 
not God, and out of mere malice, will not bear 
to be inftruéted in his commands. 

«© But notwithftanding all the oppofition that 
wicked and incorrigible nen will make againit 
my doétrine, there will not be wanting powerful 
promoters of it, who fhall effectually overcome 
all oppofition. For the comforter, whom I faid 
I would fend you from heaven, even that /firit 
of truth, which cometh forth, and is fent from 
the Father, fhall, when he cometh, with wonder- 
ful efficacy, bear teftimony to the truth of my 
doétrine, and caufe it to be fpread through the 
world with incredible fucceis. .Nay, and ye 
yourfelves alfo, though now fo weak, fearful and 
doubting, fhall then very powerfully bear tefti- 


mony to the truth of all the things whereof ye, 
having 
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having been all along with me, have been eye- 
witnefiés from the beginning. ; 

« Thus have I warned you before-hand of the 
opposition and perfecution ye mult expedt to meet 
with in the world, that when it cometh, ye may 
not be furprized and terrified, fo as to be dif- 
couraged thereby from perfevering in the per- 
formance of your duty. Ye muft expect, parti- 
cularly, that the chief priefts, and rulers of the 
Jews, men of great hypocrify and fuperftition, 
zealous for cheir ceremonies and ritual traditions, 
but carelefs to know and obey the will of Godin 
matters of great and eternal obligation, and in- 
vincibly prejudiced againft the fpiritual holinefs 
and purity of. my doctrine. Thefe you mutt ex- 
pect will excommunicate you as apoftates, and 
cat you out of all their focieties, as the vileft of 
people. Nay, to fuch an abfurd height of malice 
will their fuperftition carry them, that they will 
even fancy they promote the fervice of God, and 
the caule of religion, when they moft barba- 
roufly murder and deftroy you. But I have 
warned you of all this before-hand; that ye may 
prepare and fortify yourfelves againftit; and that 
when it cometh to pafs, ye may remember, I fore- 
told it to you, and your faith in me may thereby 
be ftrengthened. 

“« Being now about to leave you, I think it 
neceflary to mention what things are likely to 
come upon you after my departure, and alfo, at 
the fame time, to inform you what comfort you 
may expect to fupport you under them. You 
may be affured that great temptations will be- 
fall you in my abfence. This, indeed, ye rea- 
dily apprehend, and fuffer your hearts to be over- 
whelmed with grief at the thoughts of it. But 
the comfortable part of my difcourfe, namely, 
thaic my departure is only in order to return to 
hima chat fent me, and that I will foon after fend 
you the [Ioly Spirit, and the other advantages 
that will thence refult to you, are neither confi- 
dered, nor are you folicitous about them. Ne- 
verthelefs, if ye will liften, T will plainly tell you 
the truth. Yeare fo far from having reafon. to 
be dejected at the thoughts of my departure, 
that on the contrary it 1s really profitable and ex- 
pedient for you that I fhould now go; for fuch 
is the order and difpenfation of Providence to- 

wards you, and the appointinent of my Father’s 
ctcrnal and all-wife counfel, thar before I go and 
take poffeffion of my kingdom, the Conforter, 
which is the Holy Spirit, cannot be fent unto 
yeu; but when I am departed from you, and 
have all power in heaven and earth committed 
unto me, then I will fend him unto you. And 
when he cometh he shall abandantly fupport and 
comfort you under all your troubles: fhall pow- 
erfully plead your caufe againft your adverfaries ; 
ind fhall, with wonderful efficacy, caufe the 
dogtrine of the gofpel to fpread and prevail in 
the world againft all oppofition. He fhall par- 
tcularly, and in a moft extraordinary and con- 
vincing manner, make the world fenfible of the 
greatnefs and heinoufnefs of a fin of which they 

Were not aware; of the righteoufnefs and juftice 

of a difpenfation they did not underitand, and 

of the execution of a judgment they did not 
expect, Firft, by wonderfully atrefting and con- 

Srming the truth of my doétrine, by the gift of 
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tongues; and other wonderful figns, he fhall con- 
vince the world of the greatnefs and heinoufnefs 
of their fins; in difbelieving and rejecting me, 
Secondly, by demonftrating, that my departure 
out of the world was not perifhing and dying, 
but only a returning to my Father; in order to be 
invefted with all power both in heaven and earth, 
he fhall convince the world of the rightcoufnefs 
and juftice of my caufe, and of the excellency of 
that difpenfation, which I preach and declare to 
mankind. Laftly, by mightily deftroying the 
power of the devil and the dominion of fin, and 
propagating the doctrine of true religion in the 
world, with wonderful efficacy and fuccefs, he 
fhall convince men of my power and authority 
to execute judgment upon mine enemies for the 
eftablifhment of my kingdom upon earth. 

“© There are yet many other things hereafter 
to be done in relation to the fettling and efta- 
blifhing of my church, which, if it were pro- 
per, I would now acquaint you with, but ye are 
not yet prepared to underftand and receive them. 
Howbeit, when the fpirit of truth, whom I 
promifed you, is come, he fhall enlarge your ° 
underftandings; remove yout prejudices, and 
inftruét you in all neceffary and Divine truths, to 
enable you to go through that great work which 
J have begun in perfon, and which I will carry 
on by your miniftry, for the fpirit is not to begin 
any new work, or to found any new doétrine, of 
himfelf. But as I have taught and will teach 
you only in my Father’s name, fo the fpirit thall 
inftruét you only in mine and my Father’s will, 
and in things neceffary to promote and carry on 
the fame defign. Every thing that he does fhall 
be only in order to manifeft my glory, and efta- 
blifh my religion in the world: even as every 
thing that J have done has been only to manifelt 
my Father’s glory, and reveal his will to man- 
kind. For as all that I have taught is only what 
I received from my Father, fo all that the fpirit 
fhall teach you is only what he receives from 
me. Whatfoever, I fay, the fpirit fall teach 
you, 1s only what he receives from me; for re- 
ceiving from my Father, I call receiving from 
me, and teaching his will, is teaching mine ; 
feeing ail things that the Father hath are com- 
mon to me, and all power and dominion by him 
committed tome. And now be careful to re- 
member what matter for comfort I have given 
you, and fupport yourfelves with it under the 
approaching diftrefs. It is now, indeed, but a 
very little while before I fhall be taken away from 
you; neverthelefs let not this caufe you to defpair ; 
for, after I am departed, it will be alfo a little 
while before I appear to you again; forafinuch 
as my being taken away from you, is not pe- 
rifhing, but only returning to my Father.” 

The difciples of Our Bleffed Lord, not being 
able to comprehend the meaning of the Jaft parc 
of his difcourfe, were greatly perplexed in their 
minds; and enquired of each other, what he 


could mean by telling them, that in a very little 


time he fhould be taken from them, and that in 
avery little time more they thould fee him again; 
and that becaufe he went to his Father. What 
is this that be faith unto us? A little while, and 
ye foali not fee me: and again a littl while, and 
ye foall fee me; end, Becaufe I go to the Father? 

They 
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They faid, therefore, what is this that be faith, A 
littie while? We cannot tell what be faith. John 
VI. 17, 18, 

Our Bleffed L.ord, obferving the perplexity of 
his difciples, and knowing that they were defirous 
of afking him for an explanation, readily faved 
them that trouble, by addreffing himfelf to them 
in words to this effect: “ Why are ye thus dif- 
turbed and perplexed about what I have told 
you? Is it a thing fo very hard to be under- 
ftood, that I faid, within a very little time I 
fhould be taken away from you, and that within 
a very little time more I fhould appear to you 
again? Verily, verily, I tell you I muft very 
foon depart out of this world: then the world, 
who are your enemies, will rejoice and triumph 
over you, as if they had deftroyed me, and 
wholly fuppreffid you; and ye, for your parts, 
will be overwhelmed with grief and forrow. 
But within a fhort time I will return to you again; 
and then your forrow fhall be turned into excced- 
ing great joy. Even as a woman, when the is 
in labour, hath great pain and forrow for the 
prefent, but as foon as fhe is delivered forgets 
all her fufferings, and rejoices greatly at the birth 
of her fon; fo ye, while ye are under the imme- 
diate apprehenfion of my departure from you, 
and during that time of diftrefs and temptation 
which fhall befall you in my abfence, will be 
full of forrow and anxiety of mind: but when 
J return to you again, then ye fhall rejoice with 
joy unfpeakable and full of glory, and no power 
or malice of man fhall ever be able to take from 
you any more the caufe or continuance of it. 
But though I fhall return to you again, and your 
hearts will thereupon be filled with inexpreffible 
joy, and which never fhall be taken from you 
any more; yet there will be no neceffity that I 
fhould then continue long with you in perfon, 
to inftr.ét you upon every occafion, as [ have 
now done with my own mouth. For befides that 
the Holy Spirit will be fent to inftru& you in all 
things neceffary, my Father himfelf alfo will 
hear your petitions, and be ready to grant you 
whatloever you fhall defire of him in my name, 
and as being my difciples. Hitherto ye have 
afked nothing of God in my name ; but from 
henceforth put up your petitions in my name: 
and whatfoever ye thall fo afk for the glory of 
God, and in order to enable you to go through 
the work of your miniftry fuccefsfully, thall cer- 
tainly be granted you: that your joy, which 
will begin at iny appearing to you again, after 
my death, may be completed by the wonderful 
fucceis and efficacy of your own miniftry. 

« ‘Vhefe things I have told you, at prefent, im- 
perfect and obicurely, according as your capa- 
cities are able to bear them. But the time is 
coming, when I will fpeak to you with more 
epenneis, freedom, and plainnefs, the whole will 
of my Father concerning the nature and efta- 
blifhment of my kingdom, and what things and 
in what manner ye ought to pray unto him for. 
After that ume ye fhall, with firm affurance, 
pray to my lacher in my name for what ye want. 
And I need not tell you, that I will intercede with 
the Father on your behalf; for befides the love 
he has borne for me, and the power and authority 
my prayers have With him, he has moreover of 
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himfelf a great love for you, and a ready dif 
pofition to grant your prayers, becaufe ye are 
become grateful and acceptable to him, by your 
love towards me, which ye have fhown in em. | 
bracing willingly that holy do&trine which I have 
revealed to you from him. , 

** To conclude : the fum of what I have told 
you, is briefly and plainly this. I came from 
God my Father, and have lived upon earth in 
the ftate of frail and mortal man, that I might 
reveal to mankind the will of my heavenly Fa- 
ther, and the way to attain eternal life and hap. 
pinefs : and now, having finifhed this great work 
I am about to leave this world, and return again 
to my Father, from whence Fat firft came,” 

From thefe laft words, which were more plain 
and exprefs than anv Our Lord had fpoken be- 
fore, his difciples clearly perceived that the de- 
parture he had fo often mentioned was no other 
than his actually going out of this world; and 
therefore they made him a reply to this effe@: 
** Now, Lord, you {peak plainly, and without 
any figure; fo that we apprehend fully what you 
mean. And now that our curiofity is farisfied 
you have likewife greatly confirmed our faith, 
having given usa certain token whereby we are 
affured that you know all things, even the hearts 
and fecret thoughts of men, fince you have 
an{wered us a queftion which gave us great per- 
plexity, and we were defirous to afk your opi- 
nion, but were afraid : but now we are convinced 
that you are endued with a truly Divine power, 
and did, indeed, come forth from God.” 

The anfwer Our Bleffed Lord made his dif. 
ciples in confequence of thefe acknowledgments, 
was to the following effe&t: “* And do you now 
at length firmly believe in me? Are you re- 
folved to continue fledfaft in this faith? Do ycu 
think yourfelves able to perfevere immoveably in 
the profeffion of it? Be not confident of your 
own ftrength ; but pray that ye may be delivered 
froin temptation in the rime of diftrefs, fuch as 
will come upon you much fooner than ye exped: 
For [ tell you, that ye will all of ye withina few 
hours utterly forfake me, and fly in ho;es to 
fecure yourfelves, leaving me alone. And yet 
I fhould not fay alone, fince my Father is with 
me, who ismore than all. I have, therefore, 
acquainted you with thefe things before-hand, 
that your minds may be furnifhed with fufficient 
matter of comfort and ftrength to bear up under 
all temptations, from the confideration of my 
having foretold not only what diftrefs will befall 
you, but alfo how ye fhall terminate your vic- 
tory over all your enemies. You mult, indeed, 
expect to meet with much affliGtion, bur let not 
this difcourage you. Ihave fubdued the world: 
follow my example, and partake of my reward. 
Thefe things I have fpoken unto you, that in ie jt 
might bave peace. In the werld ye foall bave ut 
bulation, but be of geod cheer, I bave overcome tit 
world. John xvi. 33. 

With thefe words Our Bleffed Lord finifhed 
his difcourfe ; immediately after which be ift 
up bis eyes to heaven, and, in the moft devout 
manner, prayed to his heavenly Father, not 0! 
in behalf of himielf, but likewife his apottles, 
and all fucceeding Chriftians. This mott bea 
tiful and beneficent prayer is contained in i 
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John; and the whole of it may be thus para- 
phrafed: 


‘© Oh Almighty Father, now the time of my 
fuffering, for which I was fent into the world, 1s 
arrived. I moft earneftly intreat thee to fupport 
me under it; and make me triumph over death 
by a glorious refurrection, and afcenfion into 
heaven: that by thefe means the glory may res 
dound to thee, and caufe thy will to be believed 
and obeyed through all the world, to the falva- 
tion of mankind, according to the full intent of 
that office and power with which thou didft ori- 
ginally inveft me. In order to the bringing 
about this great defign of falvation, I have de- 
clared thy will to mankind. I have publifhed 
thy precepts, and difcharged the great miffion 
entrufted to me. 1 have preached the doctrine 
of repentance to falvation, and have finifhed the 
work which thou fenteft me to do, to the glory 
of thy name uponearth. And now, to complete 
the great defign, do thou, O Almighty Father, 
likewife glorify me with thine own felf. Sup- 
port me under my fufferings: let me prevail and 
triumph over death, by a glorious refurrection ; 
and exalt me again to the fame glory in heaven, 
which I had with thee before the creation of the 
univerfe. J have manifefted thy will to the dif- 
ciples, the men that thou gaveft me out of the 
world. To thofe perfons thou didft, in thine 
infinite wifdom, appoint, that thy truth fhould 
be made known: therefore, to them have I re- 
vealed the myfteries of thy kingdom, the pre- 
cepts of thy Gofpel, and the doctrine of thy fal- 
vation. And this doétrine they have willingly 
embraced, ftedfaftly adhered to, and fincerely 
obeyed. They are fully fatishied and convinced 
that what I caught them as from thee was really 
a Divine doétrine taught by thine immediate 
appointment and command ; and that I did not 
preach any human invention of men, but was 
really fent by thy Divine authority and com- 
miffion. 

« For thefe perfons, therefore, I now pray, 
that as thou haft begun che work of their falva- 
tion, by my preaching and revealing to them 
thy will, while I have been prefent with them 
here upon earth; fo alfo that thou wouldeft pre- 
ferve them when I am departed from this world, 
and compleat the work of their falvation by my 
refurreGtion and afcenfion into heaven, after my 
death. Ido not pray for the unbelieving im- 
penitent world, but for thofe who have embraced 
that moft holy doétrine, which thou haft taught 
them through me by my preaching; for thofe 
who have glorified, and will glority thy name, 
by their miniftry, and who, confequenily, are 
to be efteemed as thine own in common with 
me. 

« T am now about to leave the world, in order 
to return to thee; but thefe my difciples, who 
continue after me, 1 recommend to thy Divine 
protection, when I am gone; endue them with 
powers to perfevere in preaching and practiling 
the truth, and to deliver the fame holy doétrines 
which I have given to them, that fo they may 
remain infeparably united to me, as I am to 
thee. So long as I have been with them in the 
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world, I have watched over them, and kept them 
from falling away; both by example, preaching; 
and continual admonition, according to the power 
and authority which thou didft commit to me; 
nor has one of my apoftles mifcarried under my 
care, éxeept that perfidiuos traitor, who, as the 
{cripture foretold, has ungratefully confpired 
with my enemies to deftroy me, and will be punifh- 
ed according to his deferts. While I have conti« 
nued with my difciples, I have watched over 
them and preferved them under mine own eye; 
but now, as I am going to leave the world, I 
befeech thee to keep and affift them by thy good 
{pirit ; and let the expectation of their conti- 
nuing under thy fpecial care and protection, be 
their comfort and fupport in my abfence. ‘The 
world, indeed, will perfecute and hate them, on 
this account, as my doétrine is repugnant to the 
luft and affections, the paffions, defigns, and in- 
clinations of worldly men; it muft neceffarily be 
that the vicious and incorrigible world will op- 
pofe and perfecute them, as it has before perfe- 
cuted me: I befeech thee, therefore, take them 
under thy particular care, to fupport them againft 
the violence and opprefiion of an evil world. I 
do not defire that thou fhouldeft take them out 
of the world, but preferve them in it to be in- 
ftruments of thy word, thy glory, and to be 
teachers of thy truth; nor fuffer them to be 
either dettroyed by the malice and violcnce, or 
corrupted by the evil cullom and opinions, of a 
perverfe and wicked generation. ‘They are of a 
temper and fpirit very different from the current 
affection and common difpofitions of the world, 
according to the example of purity which I have 
fet before them. Dothou preferve and increafe 
in them that moderation and candour of mindy, 
caufe them to be thoroughly affected and im- 
prefied with that true doctrine fo frequently re- 
commended to them from my mouth, fo as to 
exprefs it vifibly in their lives and practice, and 
to promote it zealoufly in their preaching, that 
they may, both by word and good example, be- 
come worthy and fuccefsful minifters of my 
gofpel. 

‘© As thou haft fent me into the world to re- 
veal thy will to mankind, fo fend I thefe my 
apoftles to continue preaching the fame doctrine 
begun by me. And the principal defign of my 
exemplary life, conftant teaching, and now vo- 
luntarily offering myfelf to death for it is, to 
fanctify and enable thein to preach with fuccels 
and efficacy for the falvation of men. Neither 
pray I for thefe my apoftles only, but for all 
others, who fhall, by their preaching and prac- 
tice, promote thy true religion ; and being con- 
verted from the world, may, by their fincere 
endeavours, goon to reform others, convincing 
the world of the excellency of their religion, 
and confequently enforcing men toacknowledge 
the truth and Divine authority thereof. For 
promoting which great end, I have communi- 
cated to my apoftles the Jame power and autho- 
rity of doing mighty works for the confirmation 
of their doétrine, and the evidence of thy truth, 
as thou didft communicate to me; that fo I 
working in them, as thou haft done in me, and 
thus confirming with great efficacy and demon- 
{tration of the fpirit, they may eftablifh the fame 
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doétrine which I publithed in perfon, the world 
‘may, by this evidence, be convinced that I was 
really fent by thee, and that my difciples aét by 
the fame Divine commiffion. 

«* Holy and Almighty Father, all thofe whom 
thou haft thus given me, who have heartily em- 
braced my doétrine, and fincerely obeyed it, I 
defire that thou wouldeft make them partakers 
of the fame happinefs with myfelf, and exalt 
them to behold the incomprehenfible glory 
whcrewith thou didft originally inveft me, in thy 
eternal love, before the foundation of the world. 
The generality of mortals, O righteous Father, 
have not known thee, nor been willing to em- 
brace and obey the revelation of thy will. But 
I have known thy will, and have made it known 
to my difciples, men of fimplicity and honefty; 
and they have embraced and obeyed it. And 
I will make it known to them, more and 
more, that they may grow up and improve 
in faith, in holinefs, and in all good works, fo as 
tinally to arrive, and caufe others to arrive, at 
that eternal happinefs, which is the effect of thy 
infinite love towards me, and through me to- 
wards them.” 

After Our Lord had ‘finifhed this pious and 
benevolent prayer, he left the Mount of Olives, 
and, acconypanied by his difciples, croffed the 
brook Cedron, and proceeded to a place called 
Gethfemane, where was a garden well known to 
Judas, becaufe thither Our Lord and his apoftles 
ufed frequently to repair, both for retirement 
and devotion. 

When Our Lord approached the entrance of 
the carden of Gethfemane, he ordered his dif- 
ciples to fit down till he fhould retire to pray, 
taking with him only Peter, James and John, 
thofe three feleét difciples whom he had before 
cholen to be witneffes of his transfiguration. 

The fufferings Our Bleffed Lord was now on 
the’ point of undergoing were fo great, that the 
very profpect of them greatly affected him, and 
made him exprefs himfelf in this doleful excla- 
mation: My jou! is exceeding forrowful, even un- 
to death, tariy ye here, and watch, On this great 
occafion he fuftained thofe grievous forrows in 
his foul, by which, as well as by dying on the 
crofs, he became a fin-offering, and accomplifhed 
the redemption of mankind. 

Our Bleffed Lord now left his three favourite 
difciples, and retiring a {mall diftance from them, 
proftrated himfelf on the ground, befeeching of 
‘God, that if it was polfible (as all things were 
poffible to him) he might be excufed from drink- 
ing the bitter potion ; but at the fame time ex- 
preffed his entire fubmiffion to the Divine will. 
O my Father (faid he) tf it be poffible, let this 
cup pals from me; neverthelefs net as I wil’, but 
as thou wilt. Matth. xxvi. 39. Having prayed 
to this effect, he returned to his apoftles, but 
finding them afleep he awoke them, and, in a 
reproof full of love, reminded Peter more efpe- 
cially of his late promifes, and prefent neglect 
of him, when he moft ftood in need of his com- 
fort and affiftance. PWhat (faid he) could ye not 
watch with me one hour? Chou, who fo lately 
didft boaft of thy courage and conftancy in my 
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“He thea advifed Peter to keep himfelf awake, 
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for ‘fear of the temptations that were bufy abous 
him, and added this compaffionate obfervation, 


‘that though she jpirit was willing, and ready 


enough to make good refolutions, yet the fie/h 
was weak, and unable, very often, to put them 
in execution. 

Thrice did Our Bleffed Lord retire, and pray 
in like manner to his heavenly Father; but, in 
the laft time, his fenfe of God’s indignatign 
againft the fins of mankind, and the difmal 
profpeé&t of what he was to fuffer in the expia- 
tion of them, made his prayer more vehemenr, 
and his agonies fo violent, that the {weat which 
fell from his body was like large drops of blood; 
and Juman nature mutt have been exhaufted un- 
der it, had not an ange! from heaven been im- 
mediately fent to ftrengthex and fupport him. 

After receiving this Divine refrefhm ni, Our 
Bleffed Lord returned the third time co his 
apoftles; but finding them f:i:1 in the fae 
fleepy condition, he told them, that they might 
fleep on as long as they pleafed, becaufe he had 
no farther occafion for their affiftance ; but that 
it would not be improper for them to arife, be- 
caufe the traitor, who wasto deliver him up to 
his enemies, was jult at hand. Sleep on now 
(faid he) and take your reft; bzbold, the hour is 
at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the 
hands of finners. Rife, let us be going ; be is at 
band that doth betray me. Match. xxvi. 45, 46. 
The event will foon be over, which caufes your 
forrow : I am betrayed, and ready to be de- 
livered up to death. 

Our Bleffed Lord had no fooner fpoke thefe 
words, than the perfidious Judas, accompanied 
by a band of foldiers and officers, together with 
fome of the chief priefts, Pharifees, and elders 
of the people, all armed with {words and ftaves, 
entered the garden in order to apprehend him. 
To prevent all miftakes, the traitor Judas had 
given them a fign, that the perfon, whom he 
{hould kifs, was the man they were to apprehend; 
and therefore, approaching Our Lord with an 
addrefs of feeming civility, he faluted him, and, 
in return, received a reproof for his perfidy, but 
in fuch gentle and eafy terms as fpake a mind 
perfetly calm and undifturbed. judas, (laid 
Our Lord) Zetrayeft thou the Son of man wtth a 
kifs? Our Lord then advanced forward, and, 
with an air of majefty, demanded of the foldi- 
ers whom they wanted ? They told him Jefus 
of Nazareth. He replied, J am be; thereby in- 
timating that he was willing to put himfelf into 
their hands. At the fame time, to fhew them 
that they could not apprehend him without his 
own confent, he, in a very extraordinary manner 
exerted his Divine power, by making the whole 
band fall back, and, for a time, depriving them 
of. their natural ftrength. Jefus, therefore, knou- 
ing all things that fooutd come upon him, went forth, 
and faid unto them, whom feck ye? They an,wered 
him, Jefus of Nazareth.  Ffefus faid unto them, I 
am be, And Fudas alfo, who betrayed bim, jicod 
with them. As foon then as be bad faid unto ther, 
I am be, they went backward, and fell to ite 
ground. 

But the foldiers, imagining, perhaps, that 
they had been thrown down by fome demon, of 
evil fpirit, with whom the Jews faid he was in 
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confederacy, advanced ‘towards him a fecond 
time. Then afked te them again, whom feek ye ? 
and they fuid, Fefus of Nazareth, Fefus an- 
fered, £ have toid you that Iam ke, again ex-~ 
preffing his willingnefs to fall into their hands. 
Lf, therefore, ye feck me, let thefe go their way; 
meaning, if your bufinefs be with me alone, do 
not interrupt my difciples. This requeft appears 
to have been made by Our Lord that the faying 
might be fulfilled, which he fpake, of them 
abich thou gaveft me have I loft none. For as he 
always proportioned the trials of his people to 
their ftrength, fo he here cook care that the dif- 
ciples fhould efcape the ftorm, which none but 
himfelf could fuftain. 

At length, fome of the foldiers, more daring 
than the reft, began to lay hands on Jefus; up- 
on which, fome of the apoftles, who were armed 
with fwords, afked their Mafter if they might 
draw in his defence. But before he could give 
them an anfwer, Peter had drawn his fword, and, 
in great fury, {truck at Malchus, one of the 
high-prieft’s fervants, in doing which he hap-~ 
pened to cut off his right ear. The enraged 
ditciple was on the point of fingly attacking the 
whole band, when Jefus ordered him to fheath 
his fword, telling him, thar his unfeafonable 
and imprudent defence might prove the occafion 
of his deftruction. Put up again thy fword into 
his place: for all they that take the fword foall pe- 
rio with the fword. We farther told him, that 
his conduct implied both a diltruft of God (who 
could always make ufe of a variety of means for 
the fafety of his people) and his ignorance in the 
fcriptures. Thisket thou (laid he) that I cannot 
neco tray tomy Father, aad he fhall prefently give 
ne more than twelve legicns of angels? But bow 
then foull the firiptures be fulpiled that thusit muft 
te & Matth. xxvi. 53. 

Our Blefled Lord, being tenderly inclined to 
prevent any bad confequences that might other- 
wife have arifen from Peter's rafhnefs, touched 


the head of Malchus, and immediately healed |. 


him. Waving done this, he turned about, and 
expoftulated with the foldiers on the indignity 
of their apprehending him in fo fcandalous a 
manner, as if he had been a thief, or forme vile 
malefactor, when they had frequent opportuni- 
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ties of taking him inthe temple Be ye come out 
(faid he) as againft a thief, with fwords and fiaves ? 
When 1 was daily with you in the temple, ye firetched 
forth no bands againft me: but this is your hour, and 
the power of darknefs, Luke xxii. 51, &c. They 
had hitherto kept at fome diftance, but drew 
nearer when they found Jejus was in their power; 
they were proof againft all conviction, and refo- 
lutely bent on putting him to death. 

When the apoftles faw their Mafter in the 
hands of his enemies, they loft all their courage, 
and (as he had foretold) left him, and betook 
themfelves to flight. Then all the difciples forfook 
bim, and fled. Then the band and the captain and 
éfficers took Fefus and bound him. But it was not 
the cord which held him: his immenfe charity 
was by far a ftronger bond. He could have bro- 
ken thofe weak ties, and exerted his divinity in a 
more wonderful manner: he could have ftruck 
them all dead, with as much eafe as he had before 
thrown them on the ground. But he patiently 
fubmitted to this, as to every other indignity 
which they had thought proper to offer him. 
He fuffered himfelf to be difpofed of agreeable 
to their will; and accordingly they led him away, 
in order to profecute their defigns of putting him 
to death. 

When the foldiers had bound Our Lord, and 
were conducting him away, they obferved a 
young man whom they took to be one of his 
difciples following him. Enraged at all thofe 
who were the followers of the Blefied Jefus, they 
attempted to feize him, but he having no other 
clothes on than a loofe garment, flipped himfelf 
from it, and fled from them naked. ‘This perfon, 
in all probability was the proprietor of the gar- 
den, who, being awakened with the noife made 
by the foldiers, and ftartled at the caufe of it, 
haftily arofe from his bed, and ran out with no 
other covering than a loofe garment thrown over 
him. He might, probably, have had a refpect 
for Jefus ; and therefore, when he found him in 
the hands of his enemies, was defirous of fol- 
lowing him to fee what would be the iffue of his 
then fituation. But, on being feized by the fol- 
diers, and confidering his own danger, he flipped 
from them, and fled, 
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Our Bleffed Lord is taken before the Sanbedrim; examined, and grofly infulted. Peter denies bim thrice. 
Our Lord is condemned by the Sanbedrim, and carried before Pontius Pilate the Roman governor. 
The traitor Fudas becomes bis own executioner. Pilate publickly acquits Fefus, and refers his cafe to 
the decifion of Herod, who remits him to Pilate. The Roman governor makes a fpeech to the rulers of 
the Jews in favour of Our Lord. The people are enraged againft him, and infift upon bis being put to 
death, in confequence of which Pilates to excite their pity, and obviate their requeft of having him put 
to death, orders him to be feourged. The people are fill refolute, upon which Pilate ufes farther en- 
deavours to appeafe their wrath; but without effect, and is at length obliged to comply with their unjuft 


and fevere demands. 
between two notorious malefaétors. 


Our Bleffed Lord is condufted to Mount Calvary, and there ignominioufly crucified 
Ts reviled and ill treated by feveral of the {peétators. 
phenomena appear during the time of his being faftened on the crofs. 


Strange 
Our Lord, after be- 


ing fome time on the crofs, calls upon bis heavenly Father, and then gives up the ghoft. 


FTER the band of foldiers had appre- 
A hended Our Lord in the garden of Geth- 
femane, they firft took him before Annas, who 
was father-in-law to Caiphas the high-prieft, and 
had formerly difcharged that office himfelf. But 
Annas, not chufing to interfere fingly in fo fin- 
gular a matter, fent them to Caiphas, in whofe 
palace, though it was late at night, the Sanhe- 
drim were ftill fitting, Caiphas examined him 
very minutely concerning both his doctrine and 
difciples ; in anfwer to which Our Bleffed Lord 
told him, that, fince he had always taught in 
the moft public manner, in the fynagogues, and 
in the temple, he fhould rather enquire of thofe 
who had been his conftant hearers. J fpake 
openly to the world, (faidhe) I ever taught in the 
Pnegogue, and in the temple, whither the Fews al- 
ways refo't, and in fecret have I fuid nothing. Why 
aketh thou me? Afk them which beard me what I 
have faid unto them; behold, they know what I 
faid. John xviii, 20, 21. 

All the ations of Our Bleffed Redeemer were 
done in public, and even in the pretence of fome 
of his moft inveterate enemies. He, therefore, 
in his defence, very juftly appealed to that part of 
his character; but his anfwer was conttrued as 
difretpectful, for when he had thus {poken, one of 
the cyuers, whith flocd by, ftruck Fefus with the 
pela of lis hand, faying, anfwereft thou the bigh- 
prigh je? Yo which he meekly replied, with the 
greatett ferenity of inind, Lf I bave spoken evil, 
bear witurls of the evil; but if well, why fmitept 
tho me# As if he had faid, “ Shew me, prove 
before this court, wherein my crime confifts, or 
record it in the evidence on the face of my trial; 
which, if you cannot do, how can you anfwer 
this inhuman treatment to a defencelefs perfon 
flanding on his trial before the world, and in 
open court?” 

The council perceiving that, from Our Lord’s 
own confeffion, they could not lay any juft ac- 
cufation againft him, called upon feveral fal/e 


witneffes, whom they had procured on the oc- 
cafion ; but thefe either difagreed in their rela- 
tions, or came not fufficiently to the point. Two 
perfons, indeed, were confiftent in what they 
depofed, viz. that they had heard him fay, he 
would pull down the temple (meaning himfelf 
when he fpoke it) and in three days rebuild it. 
But as this accufation was falle in fact, and only 
founded upon a figurative expreffson of Our Sa- 
viour’s, it was not thought to amount to any 
thing capital. 

Our Bleffed Lord did not make any reply to 
the evidences that were produced againft him. 
This greatly provoked the high-prieft, who, fup- 
pofing he intended, by his filence, to put an af- 
front on the council, rofe from his feat, and, in 
the moft haughty and imperious manner, de- 
manded the reafon for fo remarkable a conduct. 
Anfweref thou nothing ? (faid he) what is it which 
thefe witnefs againft thee? And fome of the coun- 
cil added, Art thou the Ctriff ? In anfwer to this 
Our Bleffed Lord told them, that if he fhould 
tell them plainly they would not believe him; 
and if he fhould demonftrate it to them by the 
moft evident and undeniable arguments, yet nel- 
ther would they be convinced, or let him go. 

The high-prieft, finding all his endeavours to 
trapan Our Lord in vain, faid to him, I adjure 
you, by the ving God, in whofe preience you 


| now ftand, that you tell us plainly and truly, 


whether or not thou art the Meffiah, the Son of 
God? 

Our Bleffed Lord, bcing thus adjured by the 
chief magiftrate of the council, immediately an- 
fwered in the affirmative; and added, that they 
fhould fhortly fee a convincing evidence of the 
truth of what he faid in the wonderful deftructicn 
he would bring on the Jewith nation; in the pro- 
grefs which the Gofpel fhould make over the 
earth ; and, finally, in his glorious appearance 
in the clouds of heaven at the laft day, when he 
fhould come to judge the world. 0 
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On Our Bleffed Lord’s making this anfwer, 4 
number of the council cried out at once, Art 
thou the Son of God? To which Our Great Re- 


deemer replied, 2¢ fay that [ am: amanner of 


fpeaking among the Jews which exprefied a 
plain and ftrong affirmation of the queftion 
afked. 

When the high-prieft heard this’ fecond affer- 
tion, he rent his cloaths with great indignation, 
and faid unto the council, Why need we trouble 
ourfelves to feek for any more witneffes? Ye 
yourfelves, nay, this whole affembly, are wit- 
neffes that he hath fpoken manifeft and notorious 
blafphemy ? To which they all réplied, that, 
for affluming to himfelf the character of the 
Meffiah, he deferved to be put to.death. “4 

After coming to this refolution the council 
broke up, and the members of it repaired to 
their chceive homes, leaving Our Lord to the 
mercy of the foldiers and the high-prieft’s fer- 
vants, who offered all the acts of violence and 
affrontery that they could invent to his facred 
perfon. Some fpit in his face, others buffeted 
him, others blindfolded him, and others again 
finote him with their fifts, calling on him to 
prophecy who it was that {truck him. Such was 
the treatment of the Son of God, who, though 
unworthy of it, bore it with patience and refig- 
nation, leaving mankind an example to follow 
his fteps, and fubmit to the will of God in. all 
things, nor murmur at any of the difpenfations 
of his Providence. | 

During this melancholy fcene, Peter, whofe 
fears had made him flee from his Mafter in the 
garden, having a little recovered his fpirits, and 


hoping to pafs undifcovered in the throng, ven- | 


tured in, among others, to fee the iffue of this 
fatal night, and, by the intereft of his fellow- 
difciple John (who went with him): was let in by 
a maid-fervant, to the high-prieft’s palace. It 
happened to be cold weather, and the fervants 
and officers having kindled a fire in the com- 
mon-hall, Peter went in, and fat down among 
them to warm himfelf. The maid-fervant, who 
kept the door, followed Peter, and looking ear- 
neftly in his face, charged him with being one 
of Our Lord’s difciples. 
of this man's difcipies 2 This blunt attack threw 
Peter into fuch confufion, that he Aatly denied 
his having any conneétion with Jefus, replying, 
1am not, and adding, 
derftend Iwkat thou faye. As if he. had faid, 
Ido not underftand any reafon for your afking me 
fuch a queftion. Thus the very apoftle who had 
but a fhort time before acknowledged his Mafter 
to be the Meffiah, the fon of the living God, 
and had fo confidently boafted of. his fortitude, 
and firm attachment to him in the greateft dan- 
gers, proved an arrant deferter of his caufe up- 
on trial. His fhameful fears were altogether in- 
excufable, as the enemy who attacked him was 
one of the weaker fex, and the terror of the 
charge was in a great meafure taken off, by the 
infinuation made in it that John was likewife 
‘nown to be Chrift’s difciple: for as he was 
known at the high-prieft’s, he was confequently 

nown inthat character. Art thou not alfo one 
of ¢his man’s difcipies ? Art thou not one of them, 
a§ well as he who is fitting with you? Nothing 
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Art not thou alfo one - 


Lkncw not, neither un-- 
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can account for this conduct of Peter, but the con- 
fufion and panic which had feized him, on this 
occafion. As his inward perturbation muft have 
appeared in his countenance and gefture; he did 
not chufe to ftay long with the fervants at the 
fire. ‘He went out, therefore, into the porch, 
where he was a little concealed. And another 
maid Jaw him; and began to fay to them that 
Stood by, this is one of them; and be agcin denied 
its with an oath, I know not the man; adding 
perjury to lying. — 

After Peter had beén thus attacked without 
doors, he thought proper to return and mix 
again with the crowd at the fire. And Simen 
Peter jicod and warmed himfelf. From this cir- 
cumftance we may -conclude, that Peter left thé 
porch where the fecond denial happened, and 
Was Come again into the hall. Here one of the 
firvants of the bigh-pricft, (being his kin{man whofé 
ear Peter had cut off) faith, did not I fee thee in 
the garden with him? Peter then denicd him again, 
and immediatély the cock crew. The words of 
Maichis's kinfinan bringing to Peter’s remem- 
brance what he lad done to that fave; threw 
him into fuch a panic, that when thofe who ftood 
by répeated the charge, he impudently denied it?- 
He even began to curfe and to fwear, faying I know 
not this man of whom ye fpeak. For when they 
heard Peter deny'the charge, they fupported it 
by an argument drawn from the accent with 
which ‘he pronounéed his anfwer: Surely thou 
aft one of them, for thou art a Galilean, and 
thy fpeech agreeth thereto: fo that being preffed 
on all fides, to give his lie the better colour, he 
prophaned the name of God, by imprecating 
the bittereft curfes on himfelf, if he was telling 
a falfhood, | 

Thus did Peter deny his mafter three diftiné 
times, with oaths and affeverations, totally for- 
‘getting the vehement proteftations he had made, 
a few hours befere, that he would never deny 
him. From this circumftance we are taught two 
leffons: ‘firft, that the greateft refolutions formed 
on our'own ftrength cannot withftand the torrent 
of temptation ; and, fecondly, that the true dif= 
ciples of Chrift, though they fall, fhall be broughe 
to a conviction of their fin: for no fooner had 
Peter denied his Mafter the third-time than the 
cock crew, and awaked in him the firft conviction 
of his fin. nd the Lord turned, and looked upom 


| Peter, and Peter remembered the word of tke Lordy 


how be bad faid unte bim, Before the cock crow, 
thou foalt deny me thrice. And Peter went out, and 
wept bitterly. 

The circumftance of Our Bleffed Loid's turn- 
ing and looking. on Peter is moft beautifully de- 
{cribed by the Evangelift St. Luke. It is tea- 
fonable to fuppofe that Our Lord was placed on 
fome eminence at one end of the hall, where he 
had been cxamined by the council, and was fur- 
rounded by the officers left to take care of him, 
while Peter was at the other end with thé fervants 
at the fire ; fo that Our Lord could eafily look 
towards Peter, and hearhim denying him. This 
being obferved by Peter, and the cock inftantly 
crowing, brought his mafter’s prediction freth 
into his mind. He was ftung with deep remorfe, 
and being unable to contain himfeif, covered 
his face with his garment to conceal the confufion 


7G he 
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he was in, and, going out into the potch, wept 
bitterly. 

Early the next morning the Sanhedrim * met 
in a full body in the temple, whither they ordered 
Jefus to be brought ; and, having again enquired 
of him whether or not he was the true Meffiah, 
and again received the fame anfwer as before, 
they adjudged him guilty of blafphemy, and ac- 
cordingly fentenced him to death. The grand 
affembly, having thus condemned Our Lord, 
immediately. refolved that he fhould be conducted 
to the palace of the Roman governor +, whofe 
name, at that time was Pontius Pilate, in order 
that he might ratify their fentence, and grant a 
warrant for his execution. 

In the mean time Judas Ifcariot (who had de- 
fivered Our Lord into the hands of his enemies) 
watching the iffue of thefe proceedings, and 
finding that his Mafter was delivered over to the 
fecular power, repented of his perfidy, and was 
filled with the deepeft remorfe for what he had 
done. He faw all his golden dreams of tempo- 
ral honours funk at once to nothing; he faw his 
kind, his indulgent Mafter, condemned and for- 
faken by all his followers. He faw all this, and 
determined, if poffible, to make fome fatisfac- 
tion for the crime he had committed. 

In confequence of this repentance and refo- 
lution he went to the council-chamber, and con- 
feffed openly his fin before the chief priefts and 
elders, [ bave finned (faid he) in that I have 
betrayed tke innecent blood. He then offered them 
the money he had received to commit it, and 
earneflly wifhed he could recall the fatal tranf- 
action of the preceding night. 

But this moving fpeech of Judas had no ef- 
fect on the callous hearts of the Jewifh rulers. 
They told him, that however he might think the 
prifoner innocent, and for that reafon had finned 
in bringing the fentence of death upon his head, 
they were not to blame; becaufe they knew him 
to be a blafphemer, who deferved to die. What 
is that to us ? faid they; fee thou to that. Nay,. 
they even refufed to take back the money they 
had given him as a reward for performing the 
bafe act of betraying his Mafter. 

The deepeft remorfe now feized the mind of 





* The affembly, which was held the night before, and 
who had declared Our Lord deferving of death, was neither 
general nor judicial, according to the fenfe of the hw, 
which did not allow of juitice being adminiftered in private, 
or in the night-time. And therefore the high-prieffs and 
rulers met again in the morning, in the council-chamber in 
the temple, (which they could not do the night before be- . 
caufe it was then fhut up) there to re-examine Our Saviour, 
and condemn him in form. 

+ The Roman governors of Judea generally refided at 
Cefarea, but at the great feaffs they went to ae 
(where was a palace appointed for their ufe) in order to pre- 
vent or fupprefs tumults, and to adminifter juftice. Pilate, 
having been fome time in Jerufalem before the feaft, had 
been informed of the great ferment among tle rulers, and 
the true charaéter of the perfon on whofe account it was: 
raifed. He therefore entertained a proper idea of the whole 
affair, and clearly faw through the malice and vindiétive 
tempers of the rulers. He duew that for envy they bad de- 
divered him. He knew the caufe of their envy, was im- 

preffed with a favourable opinion of Jefus, and refolved, if 
poffible, to deliver him out of the hands of his vile perfecu- 
tors. 
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the wretched Judas, and his foul was agitated 
with the horrors of defpair. The innocenceand 
benevolence of his Mafter, the many favours he 
himfelf had received from him, and the many 
kind offices he had dorie for the fons and daugh- 
ters of affliction, crowded at once into his mind, 
and rendered his torment intolerable. Racked 
with thofe agonizing paffions, and unable to fup- 
port the mifery, he threw down the wages of his 
iniquity in the temple ; and, again confeffing his 
own fin, and the innocence of his Mafter, went 
away in defpair, and hanged himfelf. Thus died 
Judas Ifcariot the traitor, 2 miferable example 
of the fatal influence of covetoufnefs, and a 
ftanding monument of Divine vengeance to de- 
ter future generations from aéting in oppofition 
to thé dictates of confcience, through a love of 
the things of this world : for which this wretched 
mortal betrayed his Mafter, his friend, his Sa« 
viour, and accumulated fuch a load of guilt upon 
himfelf as funk ‘his foul into the deepelt aby{s of 
defpair, to fhake off which he died an ignomi- 
nious death by his own hands. 

The pieces of filver, which Judas threw down 
in the council-chamber were gathered up, and 
delivered to the priefts, who did not think pro- 
per to put them into the treafury, becaufe they 
were the price of blcod. ‘They therefore agreed 
to purchafe with them a piece of ground then 
called the Potter’s Field = (burt afterwards the 
Field of Blood) as a place of interment fot 
ftrangers. 

When the members of the Sanhedrim arrived 
at the governor’s palace, they refufed to go into 
the judgment-hall §, for fear of contracting fome 
pollution. Pilate, therefore, went out to them; 
and as he underftood that they had already paffed 
fentence.on Our Lord, he demanded the grounds 
of their accufation againft him. Though it was 
very natural fot the governor to afk this queftion, 
yet the Jews thought themfelves highly affronted 
by it; and being unwilling that any enquiry 
fhould be made in the particulars of their pro- 
ceedings, anfwered in general, that if he had 
not been a criminal, they would not have 
brought him at all, much lefs at fo early an 
hour. 

Pilate 





t The fpot of ground, called the Potter’s Field, lay on 
the weft fide of the Valley of Jehofhaphat, and probably 
received its name from the people of that trade drying their 
pots there before they baked them. It was afterwards called 
the Field of Blood for the reafon affigned by the Evangelift; 
but at prefent, from that veneration, which it has fince ob- 
tained among Chriftians, it is named Campo Sanffo, or the 
Holy Field. tis a {mall {pot of ground, not much above thirty 
yards long, and about half as much broad. . One part of it 
is taken up by a fquare fabric about twelve yards high, 
built for a charnel-houfe, in the covering of which are foms 
openings to let down the bodies that are to be there interred. 
At a fmall diftance from this burial-place, is an intricate cave 
ox fepulchre, confiiling cf feveral rooms one within another; 
in fome of which it is faid the apoftles hid themfelves: when 
they forfook their Matter, and ted a < 

§ In the governor’s palace there was always a guard of 
Roman foldiers and a great company of fesvants; and, as 
they were heathens, the Jews thought that, by touching any 
of them, they thould be defiled, and, confequently, made 
incapable of eating the paffuver, of which no unclean ptt- 
fon was to partake. . 
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Pilate. tlien proceeded to examine Jefus ; and 
finding he had not been guilty either of rebellion 
or fedition, but that he was accufed of particulars 
relating to the religion and cuftoms of the Jews, 
grew angry and faid, What -are thefe things to 
me? Take him yourfelves and judge him, ac- 
cording to your own law. Plainly infinuating, 
that in his opinion the crime they laid to the pri- 
foner’s charge was not of a capital nature ; and 
that fuch punifhments as they were permitted 
by Czefar to inflict were adequate to any mifde- 
meanor that Jefus was charged with. But this 
propofal of the Roman governor was abfolutely 
refufed by the Jewifh priefts and elders, becaufe 
it condemned their whole proceedings ; and there- 
fore they replied, that it was not permitted them 
to put any man to death. Soa 

Pilate, by thefe referved anfwers, perceiving 
that their intention was to make him the inftru- 
ment of their malice againft an innocent man, 
refufed to intermeddle any farther in the affair, 
unlefs they would exhibit fome articles of accu- 
fation againft him. Knowing, therefore, that 
Pilate was {trongly attached to the Roman court, 
and a flave to its greatnefs, they alledged againft 
Our Lord, that he had been guilty of feditious 
practices, by ufing every means in his power to 
diffuade the people from paying taxes to Cefar, 
pretending that he himfelf was the Meffiah, the 
great king of the Jews, whom they had fo long 
expected. But they brought no proof of this 
affertion: they only infinuated that they had 
conviéted him of this crime, which was abfo- 
lutely falfe. 


The name of king particularly. ftruck the 


attention of Pilate, who afked Our Lord whe- 
ther or not it was true what had been alledged 
againft him, and whether he had really attempted 
to fer himfelf up as king of the Jews? The 
anfwer Our Lord made to this was to the follow- 
ing effect. ‘ Have you ever, during your ftay 
in this province, heard any thing of me. that 
gave you reafon to fufpect me guilty of fecret 
practices and feditious defigns againft the go- 
vernment? Ordo you found your queftion only 
on the prefent clamour and tumult that is raifed 
againft me? If this is the cafe, be very careful 


left you be impofed on merely by the ambiguity . 


of a word: for, to be king of woe Jews is not to 
erect a temporal throne in oppofition to that. of 
Cefar, but a thing of a very different nature : 
the kingdom of the Meffiah is in the heavenly 
Canaan.” 


To this Pilate replied, 4m Ia Jew? Can I 


tell what your expectations are, and in what 
fenfe you underftand thefe words? The ru- 
lers and chiefs of your own people, who are 
the moft proper judges of thefe matters, have 
brought you before me as a riotous and feditious 
perfon: if this be not the truth, let me know 
what is, and the crime of which thou haft been 
uilty. 

. The anfwer Our Lord made to this was to the 





ll Pilate’s government did not extent to Galilee: it in- 
cluded Judea only. Herod was at this time king, or te- 
trarch of Galilez, and, confequently, Jefus was his fubje& : 
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following effe& : * I have, indeed, a kingdom, 
and this kingdom I have profeffed to eftablith. 
Bur then it is not of this world, nor have my 
endeavours to eftablifh it any tendency to caufe 
difturbances in the government. Had that been 
the cafe my fervants and followers would have 
fought for me, and not fuffered me to have 
fallen into the hands of the Jews. But I tell 
you plainly, my kingdom is wholly fpiritual. I 
reign in the hearts of my people, and bring their 
wills and affections into a conformity to the will 
of God.” 

Pilate then faid unto Our Lord; Art thon a 
king then ? To which the Bleffed Jefus replied, 
Thou fayeft that lam aking. To this end was I 
born, and for this caufe came I into the world, that 
J foould bear witnefs unto the truth, Every one that 
is of the truth beareth my voice. As if he had 
faid, ‘* In the fenfe I have told you I do de- 
clare myfelf to be aking. For this very end 
I came into the world ; and whoever fincerely 
loves, and is always ready to embrace the truth, 
will hear my teftimony, and be convinced by 
it.” 

When Pilate found that Our Lord difclaimed 
all right to fecular kingdoms, he thought he had 
not any thing to do with examining him about 
the nature of his /piritu</ empire; and therefore, 
withdrawing from the court into the veftibulum 
(where his accufers were impatiently expeéting 
the ratification of their fentence, in order to 
execution) he, contrary to their hopes, told 


| them, that he found nothing worthy of death in bin. 


Asif he had faid, ‘ I have again examined 
this man, but cannot find him guilty of any fault. 
which, according to the Roman law, is wor. hy 
of death.” 

When the chief priefts and elders found them- 


| felves difappointed in their expectations, they 


grew exceeding clamorous, reprefenting Our 
Lord as a turbulent difturber of the people, and 
charging him with fpreading feditious principles 
through all Galilee and Judea, even as far as 
Jerufalem. He fiirreth up the people, (faid they) 
beginning from Galilee to this place. 
Pilate hearing them name Guli'ee, and under- 
ftanding, from enquiry, that Our Lord was a> 
Galilean, and, confequently, belonged to He- 
rod’s jurifdiction jj, in order to get rid of the 
importunity of the Jews, and withal to free 
himfelf from this difagreeable affair, ordered him 
immediately to be taken before Herod, who, on 
account of the Paffover, was then at Jerufa- 
lem. © 
_ Herod was no lefs pleafed at the honour done 
him by Pilate, than glad of having the oppor- 
tunity of feeing Jefus, hoping that he fhould 
have the pleafure of feeing him perform fome 
great miracle. And when Hirod faw TJefus kews 


| exceeding glad: for he was defirous to fee him of a 


long Jeafon, becaufe he had heard many things of 
him: and be boped to have feen fome miracle done by 
bim. Tlerod, however, foon found himfelf mif- 

taken ; 





and therefore, according to the Roman laws, it was Pilate’s 


duty to fend him to Herod, efpecially as he was accufed of 
rebellion, and a defign to make himfelf a king. 
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taken; for, as he had apoftatized from the doc- 
trine of John the Baptift, to which he was once 
a convert, and had even put his teacher to death, 
_ the Bleffed Jefus, however liberal of his mira- 
cles to the fons and daughters of affliction, would 
not work them to gratify the curiofity of a ty- 
rant ; nor would he even an{wer a fingle queftion 
put to him by Herod. ‘lhis made the tetrarch 
confider him as an infignificant, defpicable per- 
fon; and accordingly, having committed him 
to the derifion and infults of his guards, who 
ufed him with the utmoft indignity, he ordered 


TUE 


him to be immediately taken back to Pilate *, 


firft putting on him an old robe, or garment, 
reSembling in colour thofe worn by kings. 
The enemies of Our Bleffed Lord having re- 
tonduéted him to the palace of the Roman go- 
ernor, Pilate addreffed himfelf to the priefts 
and rulers of the people, in words to this effect. 
He told them, “ that though they had brought 
“< this man before him as a feditious perfon, and 
«Ca feducer of the people, yet, upon examina- 
€ tion, he could not find him guilty of any of 
€ the crimes that were laid to his charge: that 
¢ this was not his opinion only, but that Herod 
“© (who was a more competent judge of the 
«¢ affair, and to whom he had fent him on pur- 
‘© pofe to take cognizance of it) had_ no ways 
fignified that his crimes were capital; and 
therefore, inftead of taking away his life, he 
propofed fome leffer punifhment, if they 
thought fit, fuch as fcourging him a little with 
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lenity was fo difagreeable to their enraged tem~ 
pers, that they peremptorily demanded execution, 
crying out, Crucify him, crucify him. Palate, 


{till tender of fhedding innocent blood, expof- . 


tulated farther with them on the impropriety of 
their conduct, defiring to know what evil be Lad 
dine ; for, as to his part, he could find no fault 
in him, much lefs any crime deferving of death. 
This, however, did but the more exafperate, and 


make them the more clamorous, for his fpeedy - 


execution, .dud they cried out the more exceedingly, 
crucify him. ae ; 
The Roman governor had ftill one expedient 
left in favour of Jefus, which he thought would 
not fail him. Every paffover he was obliged, by 
a certain cuftom, to pardon one criminal whom 
the Jews fhould nominate; and therefore the 
eople, being at this time urgent with him to 
grant them that ufwal favour, he propofed two 


perfons to them: namely, Barabbas, a notorious }; 


malefactor, who, in an infurrection with fome 
other feditious perfons, had committed murder, 
and Jcfus, who was called Chrift. Pilate did 
not doubt but that the populace, whom he knew. 
were better inclined to Our Lord than the rulers, 
would have preferred an innocent man to a thief 
and a murderer. But in this he found himfelf 
greatly miftaken; for, at the inftigation of their 


prictts, and others in authority, they defired that’ 
the favour might be granted to Barabbas. In. 


a 


* Herod and Pilate had been long at variance, but on 
this occafion, they became perfeétly reconciled. It is gene- 
rally thought that the canfe of their difference was, the 
maffacre that Pilate made of fome Galileans at Jerufalem 


' 


whips, and then difmiffing him.” But this. 


H ance, faying, Hail, king of the ‘Fews. 
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confequence of this Pilate defired to know what 
he was to do with the perfon whom they called 
Chrift ; upon which they, one and all, cried out, 
Crucify bim, crucify bim, Pilate ftill infifted on 
the innocence of Jefus, and requefted that they 
would be fatisfied with fome lighter punifhment 
than his being put to death: but this, inftead of 
producing any good effeé&t, only made them re- 
double their clamours, and, in the moft tumul- 
tuous manner imaginable, demand that he might 
be crucified. 

Juft at this time Pilate received a meffage from 
his wife, then at Jerufalem, and who, that morn- 
ing had been informed of fomething in a dream, 
which gave her great uneafinefs. The dream 
had fuch an effect on her fpirits, that the could 
not reft till fhe had fent an account of it to her 
hufband, who was then fitting with the tribunal 
on the judgment-feat, at the fame time befeech- 
ing him not to have any hand in the death of the 
righteous perfon he was then judging. “ When 
** he was fet down on the judgment-feat his 
wife fent unto him, faying, Have thou nothing 
to do with that juft man: for I have fuffered 
many things this day in a dream becaufe of 
him.” Matth. xxvil. 1g. 

This meffage greatly affeéted Pilate, and made 
him ftill the more defirous of releafing Jefus, or 
at leaft of fparing his life. And therefore, in 
hopes of pacifying the rage of the multitude, 
and exciting their pity, he ordered him to be 
fcourged. 

The foldiers who were appointed to inflié 
this punifhmect on Our Lord, thinking it not 
fufficient to execute the fimple orders of Pilate, 
thought proper to increafe the punifhment by 
meafures of their own invention. ‘They ac. 
cordingly took Our Lord into the common-hall, 
where, after ftripping him of his own cloaths, 
they puta loofe purple coat about him, for a rode; 
a wreath of thorns upon his head, for a crewn ; and 
areed in his hand, for a /ceptre ; and then, in 
derifion, faluted him, and bowing their knees, 
mocked him with the fham profeflion of allegi- 
After 
this, they {pit in his face, fmote him on the 
cheek, and (to make his crown of thorns pierce 
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¢ 


n 


¢ 
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. deeper into his flefh) feveral times ftruck him 


on the head. They then faftened him with cords 
to one of the pillars in the hall, and fcourged 
him with fuch unrelenting cruelty, that the pave- 
ment was crimfoned with his moft-precious blood. 
In this piteous plight, with his head, face and 
body embrued in blood, and with all his mock 
ornaments on, Pilate, in hopes of moving the 
_people’s compaffion, ordered Jefus to be brought 
forth. ' As foon as he appeared Pilate, addreffing 
himfelf to the people, cried out, Bebold the man! 
As if he had faid, ‘* Will nothing make you re+ 
lent? Have ye loft all the feelings of humanity, 
and bowels of compaffion? Can you bear to 
fee the innocent, a fon of Abraham, thus in- 

jured 3°” igs re . 
But 





during the time of the paffover, (Luke xiii. 1.) which He- 
rod refented, asan indignity put upon him, and am invafion 
of his authority, he being, at that time, tetrarch of Ga- 
lilee. ‘ 
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But all this was to no purpofe. .The priefts 
(whofe rage and malice had extinguithed not 
only the fentiments of juftice, and feelings. of 
pity, natural to the human heart, but alfo that 
love which countrymen ufually bear each other) 
no fooner faw Jefus, than they began to fear the 
fickle populace might relent; and therefore, 
laying decency afide, they led the way to the mul- 
tirude, by crying out, with all their might, 
Crusify him! Crucify bim! 

Pilate, vexed to fee the Jewith rulers thus 
obftinately bent on the deftruétion of a perfon 
from whom they had nothing to fear that was 
dangerous, either with regard to their church or 
{tate, paffionately told them, that if they would 
have have him crucified, they muit do it them- 
felves, for that he would not fuffer his people to 
put to death an innocent man. 

In anfwer to this, the chief priefts and elders 
told Pilate, that; admitting the accufation which 
had been Jaid againft the prifoner not to be true, 
yet he had committed fuch a crime in the pre- 
fence of the whole council, as, by their law, de- 
ferved the moft ignominious death. ‘That he 
had fpoken blafphemy, by calling himfelf the 
Son of Ged, a title which no mortal could af- 
fume without the higheft degree of guilt. We 
have a law,-(faid they) and by our law he ought to 
die, becaufe be bath made himfelf the Son of God. 

Thefe laft words raifed fome terror in Pilate, 
and gave him ftill farther uneafinefs. He pro- 
bably recollected the miracles faid to have been 
performed by Jefus, and (though an heathen 
himfelf) fufpe€ting that he might be endued with 
fome extraordinary powers, he began to appre- 
hend that, if he proceeded to pafs fentence on 
him, he fhould not only deftroy an innocent. per- 
fon, but at once commit an act both of injuftice 
and impiety. He therefore, returning with Je- 


fus to the judgment-feat, began to enquire into | 


his origin and pedigree : but as it was no part of 
Our Saviour’s intention to efcape death, ‘he did 
not think proper to anfwer either of the queftions 
afked by the governor, or to fay any thing in 
his own juftification. Pilate, being greatly fur- 
prized at Our Lord’s filence, faid unto him, 
Specke/# thou not untome? Knoweft thou not that 
i have power to crucify thee, and kave power to 
releafe thee 2 To which Our Bleffed-Lord re- 
plied, Thou couldeft have no power at all againft 
me, except it were given thee from above: there- 
fore be that delivered me unto thee hath the greater 
Jin. As ifhe had faid, ‘* J well-know that you 





* This threat and accufation feems to be the grand reafon 
why Pilate afterwards fent an account of Our Saviour and his 
crucifixion to the emperor Tiberius, in order to clear himfelf 
from any imputation that might be malicioufly laid to his 
charge, and to make the emperor fenfible who were the per- 
fons that had been the fole inftruments of caufing Our Lord 
to be put to death. 
£mpcror on this.occafion was to.the following effect: 


‘© Pilate to Tiberius, &c. 
“Tl have beén forced to confent at length to the cruci- 


a 


though it was very much againft my will: for the world 


“* ‘never faw, and probably never will fee, a man of fach ex- 


“ traordinary piety and uprightnefs. But the high-prieft and’. 


49 


Front the Birth of Carts, to bts Afcenfion into Heaven. 


The epiftle, which Pilate wrote to the | 


fixion of Jefus Chrift, to prevent a tumult among the Jews, . 


gee 


are Czefar’s feryant, and accountable to him for 
your condu&. I forgive you any injury, which, 
contrary to your inclination, the popular fury 
conftrains you to. do unto me, Thou haft thar 
power from above, from the emperor; for which 
caule, the Jewifh high-pricft, who hath put me 
into thy hands, and, by pretending that I am 
an enemy to Cafar, forces thee to condemn me; 
or, if chou refufeft, will accufe thee as negligent 
of the emperor’s intereft. He, therefore, is inore 
guilty than thou.” He that delivered me unto 
thee hath the greater fin. 

_This' modeft reply made fuch an impreffion on 
Pilate, that he more ftrongly reprefented to tle 
people his defire of releafing Jefus; upon which, 
to work effectually upon his fears, the chief priefts 
and rulers cried out, Jf thou let this man ge, thou 
art not Cafar’s friend: whofoever maketh kimfelf a 
king, fpeaketh againf{ Cejar *. If thou doit re- 
leafe the prifoner, who hath fet himféelf up for a 
king, and endeavoured to raife a rebellion in the 
country, thou art unfaithful in the intereft of the 
emperor thy matter. 

Pilate, who well knew the jealous temper of 
his mafter Tiberius, and how eafily a wrong re- 
prefentation of thefe proceedings might prove 
his ruin, had not courage to withftand this for- 
.cible menace. He, therefore, returning to the 
judgment-hall, ordered Jefus to be brought be- 
-fore him to his public tribunal, which ftood in 
a paved place called Gabatha t, in order to pafs 
that fentence on him which he had been fo repeat- 
edly requelted to do by his enemies. But pre- 
vious to his difcharging this melancholy office, 
he called for fome.water, and, wafhing his hands 
in the prefence of all the people, folemnly de- 
clared, that he was innocent of the blecd of that 
jut man, and that they muft anfwer Hig if; upon 
which the whole body of the people cried out, 
Hits blood be on usy and on our children. This was 
an imprecation of the moft fhocking nature, and 
which brought on them that juft punifhment 
they have ever fince fo fatally experienced. 

Our Bleffed Lord being thus condemned to 
-the crofs, the foldiers and officers, after repeating; 
their former infults and indignities, took off the 
purple coat, and putting kis own garments on 
chim, -and,‘having laid an ‘heavy crofs on his 
‘fhoulders, led him away -to his crucifixion. But 
when he came to the gate of the city, his ftrength 
was fo much exhaulted, that he was no longer 
able to ftand under it. The fatigue of the pre- 
ceding night fpent without fleep, the fufferings 

; he 





*€ Sanhedrim fulfilled in it the oracles of their prophets, 
«© Whilft he hyng on the crofs, a horrid darkneis, which 
*€© covered the earth, feemced io threaten its finalend. Flis 
‘6 fyllowers, who fay that he was rifen from the dead, and 
‘© afcended into heaven, and acknowledge him for their Ged, 
&: do ftill fubmit, and, by theirexcellent lives, fhew them- 
«© felves the worthy difciples of fo extraordinary a Mafter. 
‘© J did what I could to fave him from the malice of the Jews, 
<* but the fear of a total infurre&tion made me fubmic to his 
‘© being crucified for the peace and intereltvof your empire.”” 

t+ The word Gabatha, in the Syriac (which was the lan- 
guage then commonly fpoken) fignifies an e/evarion ; and 
therefore-the place, where Pilate had his tribunal ereGed, was 


‘probably a gallery or balcony belonging to his palace, and 
- paved either with ftone or-marble, 
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he had undergone in the garden, his having been 
hurried from place to place, and obliged to ftand 
the whole time of his trials; the want of food, 
and the lofs of blood he had fuftained, and not 
his want of courage on this occafion, made him 
faint under the burthen of his crofs. The fol- 
diers feeing him unable to bear the weight, laid 
it on one Simen, a Cyrenian (the father of A- 
lexander and Rufus, well known among the firft 
chriftians) and compelled him to bear it the 
reft of the way. 

The Bleffed Jefus, in his way to the place of 
execution, was followed by an innumerable mul- 
titude of people, arnong whom were many good 
and pious women, who bitterly lamented the 
feverity of his fentence, and exprefled the moft 
confpicuous tokens of fincere compaffion and grief 
on the oceafion. Upon this Our Bleffed Lord, 
turned himfelf about, and, with a benevolence and 
tendernefs truly divine, faid to them, Daughsers of 
Serufalem, weep not for me, but wee for yourfelves, 
and for your children. For, behold, the days are 
coming, in tke which they {hall fay, Bleffed are the 
barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps 
which never gave fuck. Then foall they begin to 
Jay to the mountains, Fail on us; and to the bills, 
Cover us. For if they do thefe things in a green tree, 
what fhall be done in the dry ? Luke xxiil. 28, &c. 
As if he had faid, ‘* Dry up thefe tears, ye 
daughters of Jerufalem, which ye fhed in com- 
paffion to me, and referve them for the deplor- 
able fate of yourfelves, and of your children; 
for the calamities that will foon fall on you and 
your offspring are truly terrible, and call for the. 
bittereft lamentations. In thofe days of venge- 
ance you will paffionately with that you had not 
given birth to a generation, whofe wickednefs 
had rendered them the objeéts of the wrath of 
the Alinighty, to fuch a degree, as never was 
before experienced in the world. Then fhall 
they with to be crufhed under the weight of 
enormous mountains, and concealed from their 
enemies in the bowels of the hills. If the 
Romans are permitted to inflict fuch punifhments 
on me, who am innocent, how dreadful muft the 
vengeance be, which they fhall inflict an a na- 
tion, whofe fins cry aloud. to heaven, haftening 


the pace of the Divine judgments, and rendering _ 


the perpetrators as proper for punifhment as dry 
wood is for the flames!” 

When Our Bleffed Lord came to the place of 
execution, which was called Golgotha {, or 
Mount Calvary, the foldiers, before they nailed 
him to the crofs, offered him a potion of vinegar 
mixed with gall, which, when he had tafted, he 
refufed to drink. They then ftripped off his 


cloaths, and proceeded to the bufinefs of execu- 


tion, by faftening him, on the?crofs. But while 
they were piercing his hands. and his feet with 
nails,, inftead of crying out ‘from the fharpnefs 
of the pain, he calmly, though fervently, prayed. 


a I, 


t The word Golgorha, in the Syriac language, fignifies the 
fame that Calvary does in Latin, and was fo called, either 
becaufe the form of the mount did fomewhat refemble a 
man’s fkull,. or elfe, becaufe, from its being the commen. 
place of execution, a great number of men’s fkulls were 
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for them, and for all thofe who had any hand in 
his death; befeeching the Almighty to forgive 
them, and excufing them himfelf by the only 
circumftance that could alleviate their guilt; 
namely, their ignorance.’ Father (faid the com- 
paffionate Redeemer of mankind) forgive them, 
for they know not what they do. 

But now behold the appointed foldiers dig 
the hole in whieh the crofs is to be ere€ted !—~The 
crofs is placed in the ground, and the Bleffed 
Jefus faftened on the bed of forrows.—He is 
nailed to it—His nerves crack—His blood dif. 
tils—He hangs upon his wounds naked, a fpec- 
tacle to heaven and earth. And, to ftain his in. 
nocence in the eyes of the multitude, and to 
put him to the greater fhame, they crucified 
him between two common malefactors. 

It was ufual for the crimes committed by of- 
fenders to be diftinétly written and placed over 
their heads on the crofs. In conformity to this 
cuftom, Pilate ordered an in{fcription to be placed 
over the head of Jefus, and to be written in the 
three following languages, namely, Hebrew, 
Greek and Latin. ‘This was accordingly done, 
and the infcription was, in itfelf, identically as 
follows : 


JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF 
THE JEWS. 


But when the chief priefts and elders had read 
this title, they were greatly difpleafed: becaufe, 
as it reprefented the crime for which Jefus was 
condemned, it infinuated that he had been ac- 
knowledged for the Meffiah. Befides, being 
placed over the head of one who was dying by the 
moft infamous punifhment, it implied that all who 
attempted to deliver the Jews fhould perifh in 
the fame manner. The faith and hope of the 


| nation, therefore, being thus publicly ridiculed, 


it is no wonder-that the priefts thought themfelves 
highly affronted ; and accordingly came to Pi- 
late, begging that the writing might be altered. 
But as he had intended the affront in revenge for 
their forcing him to crucify Jefus, contrary both 
to his judgment and inclination, he refuled to 
grant their requeft. What I bave written (faid 
he) I bave written. _ 

When the foldiers had nailed the Bleffed Jefus 
to the crofs, and fixed it upright in.the ground, 
they divided his garments among. them. But 
his coat, or vefture, being without feam, woven 
from the top throughout, they agreed not to 
rend it, but to caft lots for it, by which was ful- 
filled the prediétion of the prophet concerning 
the death and fufferings of the Meffiah. 74 
parted my garments among them, and for my ve/~ 
ture did they caft lots. A fufficient indication 
that every ciscumftance attending the death and 
fufferings of the Bleffed Jefus was long before 
determined. in the court of heaven ; and accor- 

 dingly 


eT 


ufually to be feen there. It was a fmall eminency, oF hill, 
‘upon the gieater mount of Moriah, and being appropria 
for the execution of malefacters, was confidered as an exe- 


crable and polluted place. 
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dingly his being crucified between two male- 
factors was exprefsly foretold—and be was num- 
bered among the tranfgreffors. 

The common people (whom the vile priefts 
had incenfed againft the Bleffed Jefus, by che ma- 
Jicious falfhoods they had fpread concerning 
him, and which they pretended to found on the 
depofition of witneffes) feeing him hang in fo 
‘ifunious a manner upon the crofs, and reading 
the infcription that was placed over his head, 
fignified their indignation at him by farcaftical 
expreffions, Thou (faid they) shat defroyet the 
temple, and buildeft it in three days, fave thyfelf : 
if thou be the Son of God, come down from the 
crofs. 

Bat the common people were not the only per- 
fons who mocked and derided the Bleffed Jefus, 
while he was fuffering to obtain the remiflion of 
fins for all mankind. The rulers, who now ima- 
gined they had effectually deftroyed his preten- 
fions to the character of the Mefiiah, joined the: 
populace, in ridiculing him, and with a mean- 
nefs of foul, which many infamous wretches 
would have fcorned, mocked him, even while 
he was ftruggling with the agonies of death. 
They fcoffed at the miracles by which he de- 
monftrated himfelf to be the Meffiah, and pro- 
mifed to believe- in him, on condition of his 
proving his pretenfions, by defcending from the 
crofs. He faved otbers (faid they) himfelf be 
cannot fave; if be be the king of Ifrael, let bim 
now come down from the crofs, and we will believe 
him. 

The foldiers alfo joined in the general fcene 
of mockery, If thou be the ring of the Fews 
(aid they) fave thyfelf. If thou art the ee 
Meffiah fo long expected by the Jews, defcend 
from the crofs by miracle, and deliver thyfelf 
from thefe excruciating torments. 

With Our Bleffed Lord were crucified two no- 
torious malefactors, one on his right hand, and 
the other on his left. One of thefe reviled and 
mocked him in the fame grofs manner with the 
multitude, requiring him to give them (as they 
defired) a demonftration of his being the true 
Meffiah, by refcuing both himfelf and them from 
the crofles whereon they were fixed. But the 
other malefactor reproved his companion for in- 
fulting the innocent, and (while himfelf was 
receiving the juft reward of his crimes) for up- 
braiding a perfon who fuffered undefervingly. 
Having faid this, he looked upon Jefus with a 
noble reliance, and moft wonderful faith, and 
humbly befought him to retain fome remem- 
brance of him, when he came into his kingdom; 
to which Our Lord returned him his moft gra- 
cious promife of fpeedy felicity. 


But let us (before we proceed any farther in 
the relation of this melancholy fcene) attentively 
confider the fingularity of the circumftances that 
actended it, as they point out to our view events 
abfolutely aftonifhing. When we remember the 
perfect innocence of our great Redeemer, the 
uncommon love he bore to the children of men, 
and the many kind and benevolent offices he did 
for the fons and daughters of affliction: when 
we reflect on the efteem in which he was held 
all along by the commgn people, how chear- 
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fully they followed him to the remoteft cornefS 


‘of the country, nay, even into the defolate re- 


treats of the wildernefs, and with what pleafure 
they liftened to his difcourfes, we cannot help 
being aftonifhed to find them at the conclufion 
rufhing all of a fudden into the oppofite ex- 
tremes, and every individual, as it were, com- 
bined to treat him with the moft barbarous cru- 
elty. 

When Pilate afked the people if they defired 
to have Jefus releafed, his followers, though 
they were very numerous, and might have made 
a great appearance in his behalf; remained abs 
folutely filent, as if they had been fpeechlefs, or 
infatuated. The Roman foldiers, notwithftand- 
ing their general had declared him innocent, in 
fulred him in the moft inhuman manner... The 
Scribes and Pharifecs ridiculed him. The com- 
mon people, who had received him with Ho- 
fannas, a few days before, mocked him as they 
paffed by, and railed at him as a deceiver. Nay, 
the very thief on the crofs reviled him. 

The followers of the Bleffed Jefus had at- 
tached themfelves to him in expectation of being 
raifed to great wealth and power in his king- 
dom, which they imagined would have been 
long before eftablifhed. But feeing no appear 
ance of what they had fo long hoped for, they 
permitted him to be condemned, perhaps be- 
caufe they thought it would have obliged him to 
break the Roman yoke by miracle. 

With refpect to the foldiers, they were angry 
that any one fhould pretend to royalty in Judea, 
where Ceefar had eftablifhed his authority. Hence 
they infulted Our Bleffed Saviour with the title 
of ing, and paid him, in mockery, the‘honours 
of a fovereign, 

As for the common people, they feem to have 
loft their opinion of him, probably becaufe he 
had not refcued himfelf when they condemned: 
him, They began, therefore, to confider the 
ftory of his deftroying the temple, and building 
it in three days, as a kind of blafphemy, be- 
caufe it required Divine power to execute fuch an 
undertaking. 

The priefts and fcribes were filled with the 
moft implacable and diabolical malice againft 
him; becaufe he had torn off their mafks of hy- 
pocrify, and fhewn them to the people in their 
full colours. It is therefore no wonder that they 
ridiculed his miracles from whence he derived 
his reputation. 

The thief alfo fancied that he muft have de- 
livered both himfelf and them, if he had been 
the Meffiah; but as no fuch deliverance ap~ 
peared, he upbraided him for making preten- 
fions to that high character. 

But now, ferious reader, take one view of thy 
dying Saviour, breathing out his life upon the 


_crofs! Behold his unfpotted flefh lacerated with 


ftripes, by which thou art healed ! See his hands 
extended and nailed to the crofs; thofe benifi- 
cent hands, which were inceffantly ftretched out 
to unloofe the heavy burthens, and to impart 
bleffings of every kind! Behold his feet rivetted 
to the accurfed tree with nails! thofe feet which 
always went about doing good, and travelled 
far and near to fpread the glad tidings of ever- 
lafting falvation! View his tender temples en-. 

circled 
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circled with a wreath of thorns, which fhoot 
their keen affliéted points into his bleffed head ; 
that head which was ever meditating peace to 
poor loft and undone finners, and {pent many a 
wakeful night in ardent prayer, for their happi- 
nefs! See him labouring in the agonies of death! 
Breathing out his foul into the hands of his Al- 
mighty Father, and praying for his cruel ene- 


mies! Was ever love like this! Was ever bene- | 


volence fo finely difplayed ! 
O my foul, put thou thy truft in that bleed- 


ing, that dying Saviour! Then, though the f 


peftilence walketh in darknefs, and the ficknefs | ‘ 
| nutes, whereas this continued three full hours, 


deftroyeth at noon day; though thoufands fall 
befides thee, and ten thoufands at thy right hand, 
thou needeft not fear the approach of any evil! 
Either the deftroying angels fhall pafs over thee, 
or difpenfe the corrections of a friend, not the 
fcourges of an enemy, which, inftead of hurt- 
ing, will work for thy good. Then, though 
profanenets and infidelity, far more malignant 
evils, breathe their contagion, and taint multi- 
tudes around thee, thou fhalt be fafely hid in 
the hollow of his hand, and freed from every 
danger. 

Come then, my foul, let us take fanctuary 
under that tree of life, the ignominious crofs of 
thy bleeding Saviour: let us fly for fafety to that 
city of refuge, opened in his bleeding wounds. 
Thefe will prove a facred hiding-place, not to 
be pierced by the flames of Divine wrath, or 
the fiery darts of temptation. Tis dying me- 
rits, his perfeét obedience, will be as rivers of 
scaler ina ary glace, or as the foadow of a great 
rock in a weary land, 

But perticularly in chat laft tremendous day, 
when the heaven fhall be rent afunder, and 
wrapped up like a fcroll; and his Almighty arm 
fhall arreft the fun in his career, and dafh the 
ftruéture of the univerfe to pieces; when the 
dead, both finall and great, fhall be gathered be- 
fore the throne of his glory, and the fates of all 
mankind hang on the very point of a final irre- 
verfible decifion: then, if thou haft faithfully 
trufted in him, and made his precepts thy con- 
ftant directors, fhalt thou be owned and defended 
by him. OQ! reader, may both thou that pe- 
rufeth, and him who hath written this for thy 
foul’s advantage, be covered, at that unutterably 
important juncture, by the wings of his redeem- 
ing love; then fhall we behold all-the horrid 
convulfions of expiring nature, with compofure, 
with comfort! we fhall then welcome the con- 
furnnation of all things. 

But fee the fun, confcious of the fuffering of 
his Maker, and as it were to hide his face from 
this deteftable action of mortals, is wrapped in 
the pitchy mantle of chaotic darknefs! This 
preternatural eclipie of the fun continued for 
three hours, to the great terror and aftonifhment 
of the people prefent at the execution of our dear 
Redeemer. And furely nothing could be more 
proper than this extraordinary alteration in the 
face of nature, while the fun of righteoufnefs 
was withdrawing his beams, not only from the 
promifed land, but from the whole world; for 
it was at once a miraculous teftimony given by 
the Alnighty himfelf to the innocence of his 


Son, and a proper emblem of the departure of: 


him who was the delight of the world, at leaft 
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tili his fuminous rays, like the beams of the 
morning, fone out a-new with additional fplen. 
dor, in the miniftry of his apoftles. 

Nor was the darknefs which now covered Ju- 
dea, and the neighbouring countries, beginning 
about noon and continuing till Jefus expired, 
the effect of an ordinary eclipfe of the fun. Jr 
is well known that thefe phzenomena ‘can only 
happen at the change of the moon; wheteas the 
Jewifh paffover, at which time our dear Rew 
deemer fuffered, was ‘always celebrated at the 
full. Befides, the total darknefs of an ‘eclipfe 
of the fun never exceeds twelve or fifteen mi-+ 


Nothing, therefore, but the immediate hand of 
that Almighty Being, which placed the fun in 
the centre of the planetary fyftem, could have 
produced this aftonifhing darknefs. Nothing but 
Omnipotence, who firft lighted this glorious 
luminary of heaven, could have deprived it of 
its chearing rays. Now, ye {coffers of Hrael, 
whofe blood ye have fo earneftly defired, and 
wifhed it might fall upon you and your children, 
behold, all nature is dreffed in the fable veil of 
forrow, and, in a language that cannot be mif- 
taken, mourns the departure of its Lord and 
Mafter ; weeps for your crimes, and deprecates 
the vengeance of heaven upon your guilty heads! 
Happy for you that this fuffering Jefus is com- 
piffion itfelf, and even, in the agonies of death, 
prays to his heavenly Father to avert from you 
the ftroke of his juttice ! 

This preternatural eclipfe of the fun was con- 
fidered as a miracle by the heathens themfelves ; 
and one of them cried out, Either ‘the world is 
at an end, or the God of nature fuffers. And well 
might he'ufe the expreffion: for never, fince this 
planetary fyftem was called from its -primitive 
chaos, was known fuch a deprivation of light in 
the glorious luminary of day. Indeed, when 
the Almighty punifhed Pharaoh, ‘for refufing to 
let the children of Ifrael depart out of his land, 
the fable veil of darknefs was ‘for three days 
drawn over Egypt. But this darknefs was con-. 
fined to a part of this kingdom; whereas, this 
that happened at Our Saviour’s crucifixion was 
univerfal. 

When the darknefs began, the difciples na- 
turally confidered it as a prelude to the deliver- 
ance of their mafter. For though the chief 
priefts, elders, and. people, had farcaftically de- 
fired lrim to defcend from the accurfed tree, his 
friends could not but be perfuaded, ‘that he who 
had delivered fo many from incurable difeafes, 
who had created limbs for the maimed, and eyes 
for the blind; who had given fpeech to the 
dumb, and called the dead from the chambers of 
the duft, might eafily fave himfelf, even from 
the crofs. 

When, therefore, his mother, his mother's 
fifter, Mary Magdalene, and the beloved dif- 
ciple John, (all of whom were difmal fpectators 
of this unparelleled tragedy) obferved the veil 
of darknefs begin to extend over the face of 
nature, they drew near to the foot of the crofs, 
probably in expeCtation that the fon of God was 
going to fhake the frame of the univerfe, unloof 
hinielf from the crofs, and take ample venge- 


ance on his cruel and perfidious enemies, + 
ne 
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The Blefied Jefus .was now-in the midft of, 
his. fufferings. Yet, when he faw. his mother 
and her companions, their grief greatly affected. 
his tender breaft, but more efpecially the diftrefs 
of his mother. The agonies of death, under 
which he was now labouring, could not prevent 
his expreffing the moft afetionate regard, both 
for her and for them. And therefore that fhe 
might have fome confolation to fupport her un- 
der the greatnefs of her forrows, he told her, 
the difciple whom he loved would, for the fake 
of that love, fupply his place to her after he 
was taken away from them, even the place of a 
fon: and therefore he defired her to confider him 
as fuch, and expect from him all the duties of a 
child. Woman (faid he) bebold thy fon! 

Nor was this remarkable token of filial af- 
fe€tion towards his mother the only inftance the 
dying Jefus gave of his fincere love to his friends 
and followers ; the beloved difciple John had 
alfo a token of his high efteem. He fingled him 
out as the only perfon among his friends to fup- 
ply his place with regard to his mother. Ac- 
cordingly, he defired him expreflly to reverence 
her in the fame manner as iF fhe had _ been his 
own parent. A duty which the favourite difciple 
gladly.undertook, carried her with him to his 
houfe, and maintained her from that hour to 
the day of her death, her hufband Jofeph, ha- 
ving, it fees, been dead fome time. 

Thus, in the midft of the heavieft fufferings 
that human nature ever fuftained, the Bleffed 
Jefus demonftrated a Divine ftrength of bene- 
volence. 
was at the higheft pitch, and nature was dreffed 
in the robe of mourning for the fufferings of the 
Redeemer of mankind ; his friends had fo large 
a fhare of his cconcern, that their happinefs in- 
terrupted the fharpnefs of his pains and, fora 
fhort time, engroffed his thoughts. 

But now the moment, when he fhould refign 
his foul into the hands of his heavenly Father, 
approached, and he repeated part, at leaft, of the 
twenty-fecond pfalm, uttering, with a loud 
voice, thefe remarkable words, Eli, Eli, lama 
fabachthani ? that is, My God, my God, why baft 
thou forfaken me! Or, as the words may be ren- 
dered, My God, my God, how long a time baft thou 
forfaken me*! 

Some of the people who ftood by, when they 
heard Qur Bleffed Saviour pronounce thefe 
words, mifunderftood him; probably from their 
not hearing him diftinétly, and concluded that 
he called for Elias. Upon which one of them 
filled a fpunge with vinegar, put iton a reed, 
and gave him to drink; being defirous to keep 
him alive as long as poffible, to fee whether 
Elias would come to take him down from the 
crofs. But as foon as Jeius had tafted the vine-~ 
gar, he faid, it is finifbed. That is, the work 
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* It isthe opinion of fome that Our Bleffed Saviour re- 
peated the whole Pfalm ; it being the cuftom of the Jews, 
in making quotations, to mention only the firft words of 
the Pfalm or fe&ion, which they cite. If fo, as this Pfalm 
€ontains the moft remarkable particular of our dear Re- 
‘deemer’s paffion, being, as it were, a fummary of all the 
Prophecies relative to that fubje@t, by fepeating ix on the 
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of man’s redemption is accomplithed ; that great 


work which the only begotten Son of God came 
iato the world to perform, jis finifhed. 
ing thefe words, he eried with an exceeding 
loud voice; after which he addreffed his Almighty 
Father in thefe words: Father, into thy bands I 
commend my fpirit: having uttered which, be 
bowed bis head, and yielded up the ghoft. 


In fpeak- 


But behold! at the very inftant that the Blef- 


fed Jefus refigned his foul into the hands of his 
heavenly Father, the veil of the temple was mi- 
raculoufly rent, from the top to the bottom; the 
earth trembled, from its very foundations, the 


flinty rocks burft afunder, and the fepulchres 
hewn in them were opened; and many bodies of 
faints depofited there awakened after his refur- 
rection, from the fleep of death, left the gloomy 
chambers of the tombs went into the city of Je- 
rufalem, and appeared unto many. 

_ And as the rending the veil of thie temple in- 
timated, that the entrance into the holy place, 
the type of heaven, was now laid open to all 
nations; fo the refurrection of a number of faints 
from the dead demonftrated, that the power of 
death, and the grave, was broken ; the fting 
was taken from death, and the victory wrelted 
from the ~rave. In fhort, our dear Redeemer’s 
conquefts over the enemies of mankind were 
fhewn to be compleat ; and an earneft was given 
of the general refurreétion of the dead. 

Nor did the remarkable particulars which at- 
tended that awful period, when Jefus gave up 
the ghoft, affect the natives of Judea only. The 
Roman centurion, who was placed near the crofs 
to prevent diforders of any kind, glorified the 
Almighty, and cried out, Truly this manwas the 
Son of God! 

‘The people had been very defirous of having 
him crucified ; but when they faw the face of the 
creation weapped in the gloomy mantle of dark- 
nefs during his crucifixion, and found his death 
accompanied with an earthquake, as if nature 
had been in aa agony when he died, they rightly 
interpreted thefe prodigies to be fo many tefti- 
monies of his innocence : and their paffions, 
which had been inflamed and exafperated againtt 
him, became quite calm, or rather exerted in 
his favour. Some were angry with themfelves 
for having neglected the opportunity the gover- 
nor gave them of faving his life. Some were 
ftung with remorfe for having been active in 
procuring Pilate to condemn him, and even 
offering the moft bitter infults while he laboured 
under the moft cruel fufferings. And others 
were deeply affected at beholding the pains he 
fuffered, which were undefervedly fevere. 

Thefe various paffions, being vifibly painted 
in their countenances, afforded a melancholy 
f{pectacle : the whole multitude returned from the 
cruel execution with their eyes fixed on the earth, 
penfive 


a 





’ crofs, the Bleffed Jefus fignified that he was now accomplith- 


ing the things that were predited concerning the Met- 
fiah. And as this pfalm 1s compofed in the form of a 
prayer, by pronouncing it, at this rime, he alfo claimed of 
his Father the performance of all the promifes he had made, 
whether to him, or to his people, the chief of which are 
recorded in the latter part of the Pfalm, 
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enfive and filent: their hearts wétré réady to 
urft with grief, they groaned within themfelves,. 


and, as they walked, fmote thefifdivés on their 
breafts. And all the eon that cdmé together to 
that fight, bebolding the things which were done, 
‘mote their breafts and returned. John xxiii. 48. 

he grief they now felt for thejBleffed Jefus arofe 
from avery different principle to that which had 
occafioned their formér rage againft him. The 
latter was entirely owing to the artful infinuations 
of their priefts ; whereas their grief was genuine, 
and the natural feeling of their own hearts, greatly 
affected with the truth and innocence of him, 
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who-was the objec of their commiferation. Aind 
as flattery had no flare in their mourning, fo the 
expreffions of their forrow were fuch as diftin= 
guifhed the real fentinients and ‘feelings of ther 
hearts. - ‘ 
Thus was detrionttrated, by matty awful tokens, 


the truth, the divinity, and the power of Our 


Redeemer’s miffion. And thus were the blind 
and deluded Jews ftruck with horror at what th 
had beheld, being fully convinced, that the per- 
fon they had cruelly put to death was no other 
than the Son of God=—the protnifed Meffiah< 
the Saviour of the world. 





CH A P. 


Our Bleffed Lord is treated with indignity after bis crucifixion. 
Pilate complies with bis requeft, upon which FJofeph, affified by 


of Pilate, in order for interment. 


XIV. 


Sofeph of Arimathea begs bis body 


Nicodemus, takes away the body, and depofits it in a fepulcbre which be bad made for bimfelf. The 
Jepulchre is guarded by a body of Roman foldiers. Our Savionr’s refurreftion notified by angels, 
and teftified by Mary Magdalene, but not believed. Our Lord appeareth to Mary. The foldiers ap- 
pointed to guard the door of the fepulchre, being frightencd at the appearance of an angel, who rolls 
away the ftone that was placed againft it, fly to Ferufalem. They relate the parsiculars of what 
they bod feen to the beads of the Sanbedrim, who bribe them to give it out that Our Lord’s body 
was fiolen away by his difciples while themfelves were aflecp. Our Lord appears to two of bis dif- 
ciples as they are on their way to Emmaus; with whom he converfes for fome time, and then difape 
pears. The two difciples go to Fferufalem, and report what had paffed to the reft of their companions, 
fome of whom are doubtful of the truth of their relation, While they are in debate together, Oxr 
Saviour fuddenly appears among them, removes their donbts, chaftifes them for their incredulity, and 
gives them feveral important infiruftions relative to their future condu?. He again appears to bis 
apofiles, and convinces Thomas (who happened to be abfent at the time of bis former appearance) of 
the reality of bis refurreétion, Our Lord appears to Peter, and others, as they ave jfibing, and 


performs a miracle; after which be particularly converfes with Peter. 


ive appears to bis apefiles 


for the laft time, and after fome converfation, and befowing on them bis benedidlion, vifibly afcend 


into beaven, 


HE day on which Our Blefiéd Lord fuffered 
; was the eve, or preparation for the Pafchal 
Feftival, which, that year, happened to fall on 
the Jewifh fabbath-day, and was, therefore, a 
feaft and fabbath together. ‘That fo great and 
folemn a day might not be prophaned ¢ by the 
fufpenfion of the bodies on the croffes, the rulers 
of the Jews went to Pilate, requefting of him 
that their legs might be broken to haften their 
deaths, and that their bodies might be taken 
down. Pilate readily gave his confent, upon 


which they returned to the place of execution, {| 





+ The Jews hada frie injun@tion in their law, that the | 


bodies of thofe who were executed fhould not apg ad! night, 
but by all means be duried the fame day, Deut. xxi. 22, 23. 
But the Romans were accuftomed. to do otherwife: they 
Tuffered the hodies to hang on the crofs fome time after they 
Were dead, and, in fome cafes, a confiderable time longer. It 
is probable the rulers of the fews would have left the Romans 
ce follow their own cuftom at this time, had it not been for 
the near approach of their paflover, the fftivity attendiag 





and immediately caufed the firft ceremony to be 
performed on the two thieves: But, when tht 
foldiers came to Jefus, and found him already 
deatl, inftead of breaking his legs, one of them 
pierced his fide with a fpear, from which iffeed 
aut a great quantity of blood and water. 

This wound was of the greateft importance to 
mankind, as it abundantly demonftrated the truth 
of Our Saviour’s death, and confequently pre- 
vented any objection being made by thatfe who 
were enemies to the Gefpel difpenfation. The 
Evangelitt adds, that the legs of Our Great Re- 

'- deemer 





which they thought might be damped by fo melancholy a 
fight. On this account it was that they petitioned Pilate to 
have them removed ; and the reafon why. Pilate might be 
rather induced to grant their requeft was, that the Romans 
themfelves had fach refpet for the feaft-days of their em- 
perors, that if any executions happened at thofe particular 
periods, they always took down their. bodies, and delivesep 
them to. their ficaae: : 
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deemer were not broken, but his fide 
that two particular prophecies might be 


ierced, 


ulfilled. 


AA bone of him fhall not be broken, and they fealt 


look on him whom they have pierced. 

Among the difciples of Our Lorg Was one 
named Jofeph, a man of great wealth and ho- 
nour, born ih Arimathea, and not im robably 
one of the council of the Sanhedrim, Ae who 
ftood in fome fear of them while Our Saviour 
was alive. After his death, however, he took 
courage, and going to Pilate, begged that he 
might. ‘take away the body of his Great Matter, 
well knowing that if fuch a grant was not ob- 
tained, it would be ignominioufty caft away with 
the two criminals that had fuffered with him. 


Pilate was greatly furprized at the requeft of 


Jofeph, thinking it high] 


improbable that Our 
Lord fhould be dead in fo 


ort a time, 


legs of the crucified perfons, but he knew it w 


common for them to live many hours after that: 


Operation was performed ; for though the pain 
they felt muft be exquifite to the laft degree, yet, 
as the vital parts remained untouched, life would 
continue fome time in the miferable body. Pi- 
Tate, therefore, called the centurion to know the 
the truth of what Jofeph had. told him; and 
being convinced from his anfwer that Jefus had 
been dead fome time, he readily complied with 
his requeft. ; ; 

In confequence of this Jofeph immediately 
tepaired to. Mount Calvary, ‘and with the affift- 
ance of Nicodemus *, (another 
of our Lord’s) took the body from the. crofs. 
Nicodemus had been in fuch fear of the Sanhe- 


drim, and therefore was fo cautious of being. 


feen to vifit Jefus, that he always went to him 
by night. But in-paying the laft duties to his 
Mafter, he did not make ufe of any: meafures to 
conceal his affection. for him. Ye fhewed a 
courage and refpeét far fuperior to any of the 
apoftles, not only affifting Toteph in taking the 
body of Jefus from the crofs, but likewife 
bringing with him {pices and various perfumes 
properly to Prepare it for interment. : 
Not far from the place of execution was a 
garden belonging to Jofeph, in which he had a 
thort time before hewn out of a rock a fepul- 
chre for his own private interment. Havin 
therefore, embalmed our Saviour’s body, and 
wound it up in clean linen cloths, they there 
interred it 


the fepulchre. 

Here we muft make a thort digreffion to con- 
template on the wonderful contents of this re- 
pofitory of the dead. 
with light as with a garment, and walks upon 
the wings of the wind, was pleafed to wear the 
habiliments of mortality, and dwell among the 
proftrate dead! Who can repéat the wondrous 
tuths too often? Who can dwell upon the en- 


a 
* This is the fame ruler of the Jews and Mafter of L/raei 

fs the Evanpelift calls him, John iii. 1, 10.) who, at Our 
ord’s fin cOniing to Jerufalem, after he had entered 

his minigy » held a private conference with him, and for 

ever after was his difciple, though he made no open profef- 
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He had," 
inde given orders for the foldiers to break the . 





rivate difciple | 


and, with a large ftone cut out of 
the rock for the purpofe, clofed the mouth of 


. to the people, 
He who cloaths himfelf 
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chanting theme too long ? He who fets en- 
throned in eiory and diffufes blifs among all 
the heavenly ho z Was once a pale and bloody 


that hour! never did thy gloomy’ realms con- 
tain fuch a prifoner befote—Prifoner, did [ fay 2 
No, he was more than Conqueror. He arofe 
far more mighty than Sanipfon from a tranfient 
flumber ; broke down the gates, and demolithed 
the ftrong holds of thofe dark dominions, And 
this, O mortals, is your confolation and fecu- 
rity. Jefus, fleeping in the chambers of the 
tomb, has brightened the difmal manfion, and 
left an iviting odour in thofe beds of duft, 
The dying Jefus is your fure protection, your 
unqueftionable paflport, through the territories 
of the grave. Believe in him, and they fhall 
Prove an highway to Sion; fhall tranfmit you fafe 
to Paradife. Believe in him, and you fhall be 
no lofers, bug unfpeakable gainers by your diffo- 
lution, For hear what the oracle of heaven 
fays, on this important point ; whofa believeth in 
mt foall never die. Death thall no longer be in- 
flicted as a Punifhment, but rather vouchfafed 
as a bleffing. The exit is the end of their 
frailty, and their entrance upon_ perfection ; 
their lait groan is the prelude to lite and im- 
mortality—But to return, 

Mary Magdalene, and fome other women of 
Galilee, who had watched their dear Redeemer 
in his laft moments, and had accompanied his 
body to the fepulchre in Jofeph’s garden, obfery- 
ing that the fuer rites were. performed in a 

‘urry, and therefore not fatis actory to their 
withes, agreed among themfelves, as foon as 


the fabbath fhould be Over, to return to the 


fepulchre, and embalm the body of their dead 
Saviour, by anointing and fwathing him in the 
manner then common among the Jews. Ac. 
cordingly, they returned to the city, and pur- 


‘chafed {pices of various forts, with other artis 


cles, neceffary for that purpofe. by 

On the fabbath-day the rulers of the Jews 
went to Pilate and Gatianed him, “ That Our 
Lord (whom they called an impoftor) having, 
in his life-time, made it his boaft, that on the | 
third day, he would rife again from the dead, 
they. therefore requefted of him, that he would 
order the fepulchre to be kept under a ftrong 
guard until that day was pafied, left his difci. 
ples fhould fteal him away by night, and thea 
give it out, that he was rifen for the dead, 
which might prove a more dangerous feduction 
than any thing they had yet fal. 
len into.” a 

This requeft being thought reafonable by 
Pilate, he gave them leave to take as many fol- 
diers as they pleafed out of the cohort, which, 
at the feaft, kept guard in the Porticos of the 
temple. 


. The priefts, having thus obtained a guard of 


Roman 


difciples, they depofed him from the sigauty of a fer ator, 
excommunicated him, and drove him out o: J 
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Roman foldiers, men long accuftomed to mili- 
tary duties, and therefore the moft proper for 
watching the body, fet out with them to the 
fepulchre ; and to prevent them from combining 
with the difciples in carrying on any fraud, 
placed them at their poft, and fealed the ftone 
which was rolled at the door of the, fepulchre. 
But what was defigned to expofe the miffion and 
doétrine of Jefus as rank falfhood and vile im- 
pofture, proved in faét, the ftrongeft confirma- 
tion of the truth and divinity of the fame that 
could poffibly be given; and placed, what the 
Jewifh rulers wanted to refute (which was his 
refurrection from the dead) even bevond a 
doubt. 

Early the next morning, even at break of day, 


Mary Magdalene, with’ Mary the mother of 


James, and the other women, who, on the Fri- 
day evening, had prepared fpices and perfumes, 
went to the fepulchre to embalm again our Sar 
viour’s body, ignorant of the guard that was 
placed before the fepulchre. Their whole care 
and confultation on the way was, how they 
might get the large ftone, that was at the en- 
trance, removed. Fut, before they arrived at 
the place, an angel from heaven had rolled it 
away, and fat upon it; at the fight of whom 
(for his countenance was like lightning) and at 
the noife of an earthquake, which accompanied 
his appearance, the guards fell down like fo ma- 
ny dead men. By this means when the women 
arrived at the place they had free entrance into 
the fepulchre, but were not a little aftonifhed at 
looking in to find an angel, in a refulgent habit, 
fitting in the place where the body had laid. 
Frightened at fo unexpected a fight, they were 
on the point of turning back, when the heavenly 
meffenger, to banifh' their fears, told them, in a 
gentle accent, that he knew theirerrand.. Fear 
not (laid he) for f know that ye feck Fefus which 
was crucified. He is not bere; for be is rifen as 
be faid. He then invited them to go down into 
the fepulchre, and view the place where the Son 
of God had lain; that is, to look on the Hnen 
clothes and the napkin that was about his head, 
and which he had left behind him when he arofe 
from the dead. 

The women, encouraged by the agreeable 
manner in which the angel had fpoke, went down 
into the fepulchre, when, behold, there ap- 


peared before them another of the angelic choir. 
This Divine meffenger gently chid them for feek- 


ing the living among the dead, and for not re- 
membering the words which their great Mafter 
had himtelf told them with regard to his own 
refurrection. Why feek ye the ving among the 
dead? He is not bere, but is rifen ; remember how 
be fpake unto you when be was yet in Galilee, fay- 
ing, the fon of man muft be delivered into the bands 
of finful men, and be crucified, and the third day 
rife again. 

When the women had fatisfied their curiofity 


by looking’ at the place where Our Lord had | 


dain, and where nothing was to be found but the 


linen clothes which were wrapped round his |! 


body, and the napkin about his head, the angel, 
who firft appeared to them, bade them go imme- 
diately and tell his difciples (but particularly 
Peter) the glad tidings of his refurrectien from 
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the dead : that he was going before them to. Ga- 
lilee: and that they fhould there have the plea» 
fure of feeing him. 
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In obedience to thefe commands, the women 
immediately left the fepulchre, and haftened to 
find out the apoftles, which they had no fooner 
done, than Mary Magdalene related to them all 
they had heard and feen: but they, inftead of 
believing them, looked upon all they faid as 
nothing. more than the product of a weak and 
frightened imagination. Out of curiofity, how- 
ever, Peter and John ran to the fepulchre,.and 
found all they had faid to be true, the body 
being gone, the burying clothes tying on the 
ground, and the napkin, which was about Our 
Lord’s head, folded and Jaid by itfelf. But nor- 
withftanding this, {uch was their incredulity with 
refpect to his being rifen from the dead that they 
returned quietly home, not fuppofing any thing 


elfe but that fome perfon or other had taken 


away the body. 

Mary Magdalene, however, who had returned 
with Peter and John, ftayed behind, and conti- 
nued weeping at the door of the fepulchre. She 
could not yet underftand what was meant by the 
angel’s telling her Our Lord was rifen front the 
dead, and therefore was exceeding anxious to 
find the body. Accordingly, going down into 
the fepulchre to examine it once more fhe faw 
two angels, the one fitting at the head, and the 
other at the feet where the body of Jefus had 
lain. On beholding thefe heavenly meffengers 
dreffed in the robes of light, fhe was greatly ter- 
rified. But her fears were greatly mitigated by 
their afking her, in the oft endearing accent, 
this queition: Woman, why weepeft Bou? To 
which fhe replied, Becaufe they have taken away 
my Lord, and I know not where they have laid bim. 
On pronouncing thefe words fhe turned herfelf 
about, and faw Jefus ftanding near her ; but the 
terror fhe was in, and the garments in which he 
now appeared, prevented her, for fome .time, 
from knowing him. Jefus repeated the fame 
queftion before put to her by the angels: Women 
(faid he) why weepeft thou? To which Mary 
(who now fuppofed him to be the gardener) an- 
fwered, Sir, if thou have borne bim bence, tell 
me where thou haft laid bim, and 1 will take bim 
away. But Our Bleffed Lord, being willing to 
remove her anxiety, called her by her name, 
with his ufual tone of voice. On this fhe im- 
mediately knew him, and, falting down, would 
have embraced his knee, according to that mo- 
defty and reverence with which the women of 
the eaft faluted the men, more efpecially thofe 
who were their fuperiors. But Jefus refufed 
this compliment, telling her that he was not im- 
mediately going to afcend to bis father. At the 
fame time he’ faid unto her, Go to my bretbhrei, 
and fay unto them, I afcend to my Father, and your 


Father; and to my God, and your God; intimating 


that he had arifen from the dead, and fhould, in 
a fhort time, totally leave the world, and afcend 

into heaven. ‘f 
The kindnefs of this meffage, fent by Our 
dear Redeemer to his difciples, will appear above 
all praife, if we remember their late behavious- 
They had every one of them forfaken him in the 
greateft extremity. When he was fcourged and 
_ mocked 


Cn ered or La pT gs ‘he hy ble. 
: up (fo c71f OWS : ry of Mble. 





OURBLESSED SAVIOUR ppacring he MARY MAGDALENE 


ee ‘ AL ‘ ; 
( Up - J ype . 
Oller i : Ves pared te aah 


Cuap. XIV. 


mocked by the’Rortian foldiers, derided by his 
countrymen, and {fpitefully treated by all, they 
hid themfelves in fome place of fafety, and pre- 
ferred their own fecurity to the deliverance of 
their Mafter. Simon, a Cyrenian, was com- 
pelled, by the Roman foldiers, to eafe him of 
his ponderous burthen. But, notwirhftanding 
they had refufed to aflilt their Mafter, during his 
fufferings for the fins of the world, he gracioufly, 
he freely forgave them: he affured them of their 


pardon, and called: them even by the endearing | 


name of Srethren. 

In the mean time the guards, who had been 
appointed to watch the fepulchre in which Our 
Lord was laid, and was frightened at the appear- 
ance of the ange] thar fat on the ftone which had 
faftened up the mouth of it, fled into the city, 
and related all that had happened to the chief 
priefts and rulers of the Sanhedrim. In confe- 
quence of this a general council was immedi- 
ately fummoned, in order to confult what was to 
be ‘done in an affair of fo important a nature. 
After various debates, they at length refolved to 
bribe the foldiers with a large fum of moncy, 
and thereby engage them co give it out among 
the people, thar while themielyes were aflecp, 
the ditciples of Jefus came, and ftole him away ; 
promifing them withal, that, in cafe this their 
pretended negleét fhould come to the ears of the 
governor, they would take care to pacify him. 
The foldiers readily accepted this offer, rook the 
money, and ftriétly obeyed the orders of their 
mafters. And the report they propavated, in 
confequence of this, was current among the 
Jews for many years after, 

In the afternoon of the fame day on which 
Our Bleffed - Lord arofe from the dead, two of 
his difciples left Jerufidlem, in order to go toa 
village called F:mmaus, about two miles diftant. 
The concern they were in on account of the 
death of their great and ‘beloved Matter was 
fufficiently vifible in their countenances ; and as 
they purfued their journey talking to each other 
about the things that had lately happened among 
them concerning the life and doétrine, the fuf- 
ferings and death of the holy Jefus, and of the 
report that was juft fpread of his being that very 
morning rifen from the dead, Jcfus himfelf ap- 
peared and joined company with them. 

As Our Lord looked like a ftranger, the two 
difciples had not the leaft fufpicion that he was 
the Great Redeemer of the fons of men. But he 
foon entered into difcourfe with them, by en- 
quiring what event had fo clofely engaged 
them in converfation, and why they appeared fo 
forrowful and dejected, as if they had met with 
fome heavy difappointment ? 

_ One of them, whofe name was Cleopas, be- 
Ing greatly furprized at this queftion, afked Our 
Lord if it were poffible that he could be fo great 
a ftranger to the affairs of the world, as tu have 
been at Jerufalem, and not to have heard the 
furprizing events that had happened there? 
Events that had aftonifhed the whole city, and 
were then the general topics of converfation 
among all the inhabitants? Jefus anfwered, 
What things? What furprizing events do you 
Mean? 

Cleopas, thinking Our Lord a total {tranger to 
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whar had happened, proceeded to relate to him 
the particulars, which he communiéated in words 
to this effet: ** The’events I mean are thofe 
** which have happened concerning Jefus of 
*« Nazareth, who appeared as a great prophet 
‘« and teacher fent from God; and accordingly 
“« was highly venerated among the people for 
«© the excellency of his doctrine, and the num- 
“© ber, benefit, and greatnefs of his miracles. 
“« Our chief priefts and elders, envying him as 
© one who leffened their authority over the 
«* people, apprehended him, and found means 
** to put him to death. But we firmly believed 
‘* that he would have proved himfelf the Mef- 
« fiab, or Great Deliverer. And this perfuafion 
* we fupported for a long time, nor were wil- 


a 


“« ling to abandon it, even when we faw him put 


« todeath, But it is now the third day fince thefe 
«* things were done; and therefore begin to fear 
“© we were miftaken. This very morning, in- 
«¢ deed, a circumftance happened which greatly 
“ furprized us, and we are exceeding anxious 
« with regard to the event. Some women 
‘© who had entertaincd the fame hopes and ex- 
*€ pectations as ourfelves, going early in the 
“* morning to pay their Jaft duties to their 
«© Mafter, by embalming his body, returned in 
«© great hafte to the city, and informed us, chat 
«« they had been at the fepulchre, but were dif 
*€ appointed in not finding the body; and, to 
“ increafe our furprize, they added, that they 
* had feen tvo angels, who told them that Je- 
«« fus was rifen from the dead. This relation 
‘* appeared at firft to us as an idle tale, altoge- 
*¢ ther incredible; but two of the company go- 
*« ing immediately after to the fepulchre, found 
“ every thing exactly as the women had reported ; 
*« fo that we are in great doubt and perplexity 
“* with regard to this wonderful event.” . 
The reply Our Lord made to his two difciples, 
after having heard this relation from Cleopas, 
was to the following effect: “« Why are ye fa 
“« very averfe to believe what the prophets have, 
‘« as it were, with one voice, predicted concern- 
*« ing the Meffiah? Is it not clearly, and very 
“© exprefsly, foretold in all the prophetic wri- 
** tings, that it was appointed by the Almighty 
“* for the Meffiah to fuffer in this manner; and 
“« that, after fultaining the greateft indignities, 
‘< reproach, and contempt, from the malice and 
*¢ perverfenefs of mankind, and even undergo- 
‘€ ing an ignominious and cruel death, he fhould 
« be exalted to a glorious and eternal kingdom?” 
Having faid this, he began at the writings of 
Mofes, and explained to them, in order, all 
the principal paffages, both in the books of 
that great legiflator, and the writings of the 
other prophets, relative to his own fufferings, 
death, and glorious refurrection. This he did 
with fuch furprizingclearnefs and ftrength, that 
the two difciples (not yet fufpeSting who he 
was were as much amazed tofind him fo well ac- 
quainted with all that Jefus did and fuffered, 
as they at firft wondered at his appearing to be 
totally ignorant of thefe tranfactions. 
When:the two difciples, accompanied by Our 
Bleffed Lord, arrived at the village whither they 
were going, and Jefus feemed as if he would 
have paffed on, and travelled farther, they, de- 
7K firous 


soe 

firous of his company, preffed him, in the ftrong- 

eft manner, to tarry with them that night, che 

day being then far fpent. To this requeft the 
y & P ; : 

great Redeemer of mankind confented ; and 


when they were fat down to fupper, he took bread, 4 


gave thanks to God, brake it, and gave it to 
them, in the fame manner he had dione while he 
converfed with them upon earth before his death. 
This circumftance ftrongly engaged the attention 
of the two difciples, who, looking ftedfaftly at 
him, difcovered that he was no lefs a perfon than 
their great and beloved Mafter. nd their eyes 
avere opened, and they knew bim. But they had 
no time to exprefs their aftonifhment and joy on 
the occafion; for he immediately vanifbed out of 
their fight. : 

As foon as the two difciples had recovered from 
their furprize, they immediately haftened to Je- 
rufalem, where they found all the apoftles 
(Thomas excepted) together, with feveral other 
difciples, difcourfing about the refurrection of 
their Mafter, ; and, on their entering the room 
the difciples accofted them with thefe words: 
The Lord is rifen indeed, and kath appeared unto 
Simox. They had given little credit to the re- 
ports of the women, fuppofing they were occa- 
fioned more by imagination than reality. But 
when a perfon of Simon’s capacity and gravity 
declared he had feen the Lord, the greater part 
of them began to think that he was really rifen 
from the dead And their belief was greatly 
confirmed by the arrival of the two difciples from 
Emmaus, who declared that Jefus had appeared 
to thein on the road, and had difcovered himfelf 
to be their Mafter, by breaking of bread. 

While the two difciples from Emmaus were 
defcribing the manner of Our Lord’s appearing 
tothem, and ufing arguments to convince thofe 
who doubted of che truth of it, their great Maf- 
ter himfelf put an end to the debate by fuddenly 
appearing in the midft of them, and faying, 
Peace be unto you. The appearance of Our Blef- 
fed Saviour greatly terrified the difciples, who 
imagined they faw a fpirit; for having fecured 
the doors of the houfe where they were affembled 
for fear of the Jews, and Jefus having entered 
without the knowledge of any perfon belonging 
to the houfe, it was natural for them to think 
that a fpirit only could enter. The circumftance, 
therefore, of the doors being fhut is very hap- 
pily mentioned by the Evangelift, becaufe it 
points out a clear reafon why the difciples took 
their Mafter for a fpirit, notwith{tanding many 
of them were convinced, in their own minds, 
that he was really rifen from the dead, and were 
that moment converfing about his refurreétion. 

But to difpel their fears and doubts, Our Blef- 
fed Lord fpoke to them in the moft endearing 
manner; having done which he fhewed them his 
hands and _ his et and defired them to handle 
him, in order to convince themfelves, by the 
united powers of their different fenfes, that it 
was he himfelf, and no f{pectre, or apparition. 
Why are ye troubled, (faid the benevolent Re- 
deemer of mankind) and why do thoughts avife in 
your hearts? Behold my bands and my feet, that 
it is I myfelf : handie me and fee, for a fpirit bath 
not firfo and bones, as ye fee me have. 

. Thefe infallible proofs fufficiently convinced 
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the difciples (at the time they faw them) of ‘the 
cee their Lord’s refurrection, and they re- 
ceived them with rapture and exultation. But 
their joy and wonder had fo great an effeé& upon 
their minds, that fome of them ({enfible of the 
great commotion they were in) fufpended their 
belief till they had confidered the matter more 
calmly Jefus, therefore, knowing their thoughts, 
called for meat, and eat with them, in order to 
prove more fully the truth of his refurrection 
from the dead, and the reality of his prefence 
with them on this occafion. 

After Our Bleffed Redeemer had given his 
apoftles and difciples this farther demonftration 
of his having vanquifhed the power of death, 
and opened the tremendous portals of the grave, 
he gently chaftifed them for their unbelief” and 
then repeated his falutation, Peace be unto you. 
Having done this, he gave his apoftles fome in- 
ftructions relative to their future conduét, and 
informed them with what power they fhould be 
invefted, in order to propagate his Gofpel, during 
their refidence on earth; all which he expreffed 
in words to this effect: ‘* The fame commiffion 
«© that my Father hath given unto me, I give 
*" unto you: go ye, therefore, into every part 
** of the world, and preach the Gofpel to all” 
«the children of men.” Then breathing on 
them he faid, Receive ye the Holy Ghcft : Whofe 
foever fins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; 
and whofe foever fins ye retain, they are retained. 
“ Receive the Holy Ghoft to direét and affift you 
«© in the execution of your commiffion. Who- 
“ ever embraces your doctrine, and fincerely 
“¢ repents, ye fhall remit his fins, and your fen- 
“tence of abfolution fhall be ratified and con- 
“« firmed in the courts of heaven. And who- 
“ ever either obftinately rejects your doctrine, 
‘© difobeys it, or behaves himfelf unworthy after 
«¢ he has embraced it, his fins fhall not be for- 
«© given him ; but the cenfure ye fhall pafs upon 
« him on earth fhall be confirmed in heaven.” 
Having faid this, Our Bleffed Lord difappeared, 
leaving his apoftles and difciples to contemplate 
on the wonderful things they had both feen and 
heard.——And thus ended the firft day of the 
week, which, in honour of Our Bleffed Saviour’s 
refurrection, has, ever fince, among all Chrif- 
tians, been kept as the Sabbath. 

Thus have we enumerated, in the moft expli- 
cit manner, the tranfactions of that day on which 
the great Redeemer of mankind arofe from the 
dead; aday highly to be remembered by the 
children of men, throughout all generations. A 
day, in which was fully compleated and difplayed 
the conceptions lodged in the brealt of infinite 
wifdom from all eternity !_ even thofe thoughts of 
love and mercy, on which the falvation of the 
world depended. Chriftians have therefore the 
higheft reafon to folemnize this day with gladaels, 
each returning week, by ceafing from their la- 
bour, and giving up themfelves to prayer, pious 
meditations, and other exercifes of religion. The 
redemption of mankind which they weekly com- 
memorate affords matter for eternal thought ; 1 
is a fubject impoffible to be equalled, and whoie 
Juftre neither length of time, nor frequent re- 
viewing, can either tarnifh or diminifh, It re- 


fembles the fun, which we behold always the 
fame 
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fame glorious and luminous objeét ; for the be- 
nefit we celebrate is, after fo many ages, as frefh 
and beautiful as ever, and will always continue 
the fame, flourifhing in the memories of pious 
people, through the endlefs revolutions of eter- 
nity. Redemption is the brighteft mirror by* 
which we contemplate the goodnefs of the Al- 
mighty. Other gifts are only mites from the di- 
vine treafure ; but redemption opens, I had almoft 
faid exhaufts, all the ftores of his grace. May 
it be conftantly the favourite fubjeét of our me- 
ditations, more delightful to our mufing minds, 
than applaufe to the ambitious ear! May it be 
the darling theme of our difcourfe; fweeter to 
our tongues than the dropping of the honey comb 
to the tafte! May it be our choiceft comfort, 
through all the changes of this mortal life ; and 
the reviving cordial, even in the laft extremities 
of diffolution itfelf ! 


At the time Our Bleffed Lord appeared before 
his apoftles at Jerufalem after his refurrection, 
Thomas, otherwife called Didymus, was abfent. 
When, therefore, he came to them they told 
him that they had feen the Lord, and repeated 
to him the words he had delivered in their hear- 
ing But Thomas, who was naturally of avery 
incredulous difpofition, would not believe them, 
faying, Except I fhall fee in his bands the print 
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of 
the nails, and thruft my band into his fide, I will 
not believe. Asif he had faid, ‘* This event is 
of fuch great importance, that unlefs, to prevent 
all poffibilicy of deception, I fee him with my 
own-eyes, and feel him with mine own hands, 
putting my fingers into the prints of the nails 
whereby he was faftened to the crofs, and thruft 
my hand into his fide which the foldier pierced 
with his fpear, I will not believe that he is really 
and truly rifen from the dead.” 

Eight days after this, when the apoftles were 
met together in the fame place, with the doors 
fhut for fear of the Jews, and Thomas was with 
them, Jefus again appeared, and, ftanding in 


the midft of them, faluted them, as before, with 


the bleffing of Peace. . Having done this he 
turned himfelf to Thomas, and, knowing his 
unbelief, addreffed him in words to this effect : 


“< Thomas, fince thou wilt not be contented to | 


¢ 
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rely on the teftimony of others, but muft be 
“© convinced by the experience of thy own fenfes, 
“ behold the wounds in mine hands, and reach 
hither thy hand, and thruft it into my fide, 
“and doubt no longer of the reality of my 
 refurrection.” 


a 


‘ 
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Thomas immediately obeyed the kind invita-- 


tion of his dear Mafter, and being fully fatisfied, 
according to his own defire, he cried out, My 
Lord and my God. As if he had faid, ‘‘ Tam 
‘“ now abundantly. convinced : thou art, indeed, 
my Lord, the very fame that was crucified ; 
and I acknowledge thy Almighty power in 
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* cerely worfhip thee as my God.” 

‘To this the Bleffed Jefus replied, T4omas, be- 
caufe thou haff feen me, thou baft believed : bleffed 
are they that have not feen, and yet~bave believed. 
© Becaufe thou haft both feen and felt me, thou 
haft believed that I am really rifen from the dead. 
Buc bleffed are thole, who, without fuch evi- 
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having triumphed over death, and moft fin-- 


sgt 
dence of the fenfes, fhall, upon credible telti- 
mony; be willing to believe and embrace a doc- 
trine; which tends fo much to the glory of God, 
and the falvation of the fons of men.”’—-St. Tohn 
adds, that the Blefied Jefus appeared, on feve- 
ral other occafions, to his difciples after his re- 
furrection; and by many clear and infallible 
proofs, not mentioned by him, fully convinced 
them that he was alive after his refurrection. He 
obferves, at the fametime, that thofe which he has 
mentioned are abundantly fufficient to induce 

men to believe that Jefus was the Son of God; 

the great Meffiah fo often foretold by the antient 

proplests 3; and ee by meas of that belief they 

may obtain everlafting life in the happy regi 

of the heavenly Canaan, ney ee 

Our Bleffed Saviour having firft by the angels, 
and afterwards in perfon, ordered his difciples to 
repair into Galilee, they accordingly, as foon as 
the feaft was over, left Jerufalem, and returned 
to the different provinces from whence they 
came. They had not been long there when 
Peter, with feveral others of the apoftles, re- 
turned to their old trade of fifhing, in the lake, 
or fea of Tiberias. After toiling all night with- 
out fuccefs, early in the morning they faw Jefus 
ftanding on the fhore, but did not then know 
him to be their Mafter. He, however, called 
tothem, and afked if they had taken any fifh: 
to which they anfwered, they had caught no- 
thing. Jefus then faid unto them, Caf the net 
on the right fide of the joip, and ye foal! find. 
The difciples, imagining that he might be aca# 
quainted with the places proper for fifhing, 
did as he had direéted them, and inclofed in 
their net fuch a multitude of fithes, that they 
were not able to draw it into the boat, but were 
forced to drag it after them in the water towards 
the fhore. 

This remarkable fuccefs, after toiling all night 
to no purpofe, caufed various conjectures among 
them with regard to the ftranger on fhore, who 
had given them fuch happy advice. The greater 
part of the apottles faid they could not imagine 
who he was; but two of them were perfuaded 
that he was no other than their great and beloved 
‘Mafter. John was fully convinced of his being 
the Lord, and accordingly told his thoughts to 
Simon Peter, who, making no doubt of it, im- 
mediately girt on his fifher’s coat, and leaped 
into the fea, in order to get afhore fooner than 
the boat could be brought to land, dragging af- 
ter it a net full of large fithes. 

When all the apoftles had got on fhore they 
were greatly furprized to find a fire kindled, on 
which was a fifh, and near it fome bread. But 
thefe not being fufficient for them all, Jefus bade 
them bring fome of the fifh they had juft caught, 


' which having done, he divided the bread and fifh 


among them, and they fat down to refrefh them- 
felves in the prefence of their beloved Matter. 
Thus did the Bleffed Jefus prove again to his 
difciples the reality of his refurreétion, not only 
by delivering food to them with his own hands, 
but by working a miracle like that which, at 
the beginning of his miniftry, had made fuch 
an impreffion on their minds as to induce them 
to become his followers. This was the third time 
that Fefus foewed bimfelf to bis diftiples after that 
he was rifen from the dead. 

Whea 
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When the difciples had fufficiently refrefhed 
themfelves, Jefus entered into converfation with 


Peter. To whom he faid, lve? thou me more 
than thefe? Art thou more zealous and 


affectionate towards me, than the reft of my dif- 
ciples? To which Peter anfwered, Yea, Lord: 
thou knoweft that I love thee. Jehus repeated the 
fame queftion twice, and received the fame an- 
{wer from Peter ; upon which he faid unto him, 
Feed my lambs, Feed my fheep. ‘* Exprefs thou thy 
love towards me, by the care of my flock com- 
mitted to thy charge. Shew your love tome, 
by publifhing the great falvation I have accom- 
plifhed ; and feeding the fouls of faithful be- 
leven with chat food which never perifhes, but 
endureth for ever and ever.” Our Lord then 
farther faid unto Peter: Vesi‘y, IT fay unto thee, 
Fivben thou waft young, thou girdedft thyfelf, and 
corlted?t whiter thou woulda fi: but when thou 
Soals be old, ihou foalt firetch forth tky hauds, and 
another foall gird thee, avd carry thee whither thou 
wouldcfi net. By thefe laft words Jefus fignified 
that Peter’s death was to be by crucifixion, which 
he fhouid fufler for the glory of God, and the 
teftimony of the truth of the Chriftian reli- 
gion. 

When Peter was informed by Our Lord of 
what was to be his own fate, he was defirous of 
knowing that of his fellow-diterple John, and 
therefore faid unto Jecitis, Lerd, and what fhall 
this man de? But Jefus, inilead of gratifying 
his curiofity, required him to attend to his own 
concerns, and as he was to refemble him in the 
manner of his death, fo to endeavour to imitate 
lim in his deportment under it. 

After this Our Lord -haying appointed a fo- 
lemn meeting of as many of his difciples as 
could cenvenientiy be got together, and named 
a certain mountain in Galilee «probably that on 
which he was transtizuredj for the purpofe, they 
affernbled at the time appointed. They did noc 
wait long before the Blefled Jefus appeared to 
them, on which they were fcized with rapture, 
their hearts overflowed with gladnefs, they ap- 
proached their kind and benevolent Matter, and 
worlhipped him. Here Our Bleffed Lora told 
his apoftles, that all power, both in heaven and 
earth was given to him: commanded them to 
inftruét all nations, and to baptize iu tée ane of 
the Father, aud of the Soi, ana of tre Holy Ghafts 
and to prefs them to be diligeut in enforcing his 
precepts among their hearers, he promifed them : 
his prote@tion and affiftance in the arduous tafk 
they were abour to undertake. 

Forty days was the time pre-ordained for Our 
Lord’s continuance upon earth after his refur- 
rection. Thefe days being new almoft expired, 
the apoftles (according as they had been ordered) 
with fome of their felect iriends, returned to Je- 
rufalem, and there afitmbicd, themfelves in a 
private place, as they had always done after the 
crucifixion of their Mater. Jere Our Bleffed 
Lord appeared to them for the laft time ; and 
after inftructing them in many particulars con- 
cerning the kingdom of God, and the manner 

in which they were to behave themfelves in pro- 
pagating the doétrine of the Gofpel, he put 
them in mind that, during his abode with them 
in Galilee, he had often told them, that ali 
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-the true meaning of the fcriptures. 
‘rewiinded them that both Mofes and the pro- 


._ Jews. 
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things written inthe law, the prophets, and the 
pfalms, concerning him, were to be exactly ac- 
complifhed. At the fame time, he opened their 
underftandings ; that is, he removed their preju- 
dices by the operation of his fpirit, clearea their 
doubts, improved their memories, ftrengthened 
their judgments, and enabled them to difcern 
He then 


phets had fcretold that the Meffiah was to fufter 
in the very fame manner he had fuffered; that 
he was to rife from the dead on the third day as 
he had done; ~and that repentance and remiffion 
of fins was to be preached, in the . Meffiah’s 
name, among all nations, beginning with the 
He told them, that they were to teftify 
unto the world the exact accomplifhment in him 
of allthings foretold concerning the Meffiah ; 
and clofed his inftruétions to them by giving 
them a particular charge that they fhould nor 
départ from Jerufalem, until they had recéived 
that miraculous effufion of the Holy Ghoft, 
which he had promifed, and would fhortly fend 
down upon them. He likewife gave them to 
underitand, that, after the defcent of the Holy 
Ghoft upon them, they would have jufter notions 
of thofe matters, and be fufficiently enabled to 
be the authentic witneffes of his life and actions 
throughout the world. 

After Our Bleffed Lord had thus fortified his 
apoflles for the important work they were going 
to undertake, he led them out of the city to that 
part of the mount of Olives, which was nearett 
to Berhany. On their arrival there, he gave 
them fome farther inftru€tions relative to the 
meafures they were to follow in order to propa- 
gate his gofpel, after which he lifted up his hands 
and bleffled them. While he was doing this, and 
his apoftles were placed in an adoring pofture, he 
was parted from theny in the midft of. the day, 
being gradually taken up, in a fhining cloud, 
and triumphantly carried into heaven, where he 
now fitteth at the right hand of God his Father, 
to whom te boneur, glory aud power, for ever and 
ever. Amen, : 


Hofanna to the prince of light, 
That cloath’d himfelf in clay ; 

Extend the iron gates of death, 
And tore the bars away. 


Death is no more the king of dread, 
Since Chrift Our Lord arofe ; 

He took the tyrant’s fting away, 
And fpoil’d our hellifh foes. 


See how the Conqu’ror mounts aloft, 
And to his Father flies, 

Wich fcars of honour in his flefh, 
And triumph in his eyes. 


There our exalted Saviour reigns, 

- And fcatters bleffings down; 

Our Jefus fills the right-hand feat 
Of the celeftial throne. 


In this illuftrious manner did the Great Re- 
deemer of mankind depart, after having finifhed 
the grand work about which he was fent ae 
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the world: awotk, which angels, with joy, de- 
{cribed was to happen, and which, throtigh all 
eternity to come, at periods the moft immenfely 
diftant from the time of its execution; be looked 
back upon with inexpreffible delight by every 
inhabitant of heaven: for; though the minute 
affairs of time may vanifh together, and be loft, 
when they are removed far back by the endlefs 
progreffion of duration, yet this objec is fuch, 
that no diftance, however great, can Ieffen. 
The kingdom of heaven is erected on the in- 
carnation and fufferings of the Son of God, and 
therefore no mortal whatever can forget the foun- 
dation on which his happinefs ftanids eftablifhed ; 
nor will any fail of obtaining a feat in thofe 
manfions, provided he preterves a proper fub- 
jection to him, who reigneth for ever and ever, 
‘and whofe favour is better than life itfelf. 

Ir may not be improper, in this place, to admit 
a few reflections on the life of the Bleffed Jefus-— 
a life the greateft and beft that was ever led by 
man, or was ever the fubject of any hiftory, fince 

the univerfe was called from its original chaos 
by the powerful word of che Almighty. 

‘Vhe human character of the Blefled Jefus is 
entirely different from that of all other men 
whatever ; for whereas they have felfith paffions 
deeply rooted in cheir breatfts, and are influenced 
by them in almoft every thing they do, Jefus 
was fo entirely free from them, chat the molt fe- 
vere fcrutiny cannot furnifh one fingle action, in 
the whole courfe of his life, wherein he con- 
fulted his own intereft only. No; he was in- 
fluenced by very different motives; the happi- 
nefs and eternal welfare of finners regulated his 
conduct; and while others followed their re- 
fpective occupations, Jetus had no other bufinefs 
than that of promoting the happinefs of the fons 
of men. Nor did he wait till he was folicited 
to extend his benevolent hand to the diftreffed : 
he went about doing good, and always accounted it 
nore bleffed to give than to receive; refembling 
God rather than man. He went about doing 
good : benevolence was the very life of his foul :. 
le not only did good to objeéts prefented to him 
for relief, but he induftrioufly fought them out, 
in order to extend his compaffionate affiftance. 

It is common for perfons of the moft exalted 
faculties to be elated with fuccels and applaule, 
or dejected by cenfure and difappointments: but 
the Blefled Jefus was not elated by the one, 
nor depreffed by the other. Fle was never more 
courageous, than when he met with the greatelt 
oppofition and cruel treatment ; nor more hum- 
Pe than when the fons of men worfhipped at his 

eet. 

Ife came into the world infpired with the 
frandeft purpofe that ever was formed, that of 
iaving from eternal perdition, nota fingle nation, 
but the whole world ; and in the execution of it, 
went through the longeft and heavieft train of 
labours that ever was fuftained, with a conftancy 
and refolution, on which no difadvantageous im- 
preffion could be made by any accident whatever. 
Calumny, threatnings, bad fuccefs, with many 
other evils conftantly attending him, ferved only 
to quicken his endeavours in this glorious enter- 
prize, which he unweariedly purlued even till 
h¢ finithed it by his death, * 
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The generality of mankind are prone to re- 
taliate injuriés received; and all feem to take a 
fatisfaction in complaining of che cruelties of 
thofe who opprefs them; whereas the whole of 
Chrift’s labours breathed nothing but meeknefi, 
patience, and forgivenels, even to liis bittereit 
enennies; and in the midft of the moft excru- 
clating torments: The words, Father, forzive 
them; fer they know not what they do, uttered 
by him when his enemies were nailing him to 
the crofss fitly expre{s the temper which he main- 
tained through the whole courfe of his life, even 
when affaulced by the heavieft provocations. He 
was deftined to fufferings here below, in order 
that he might raife his people to honour, glory, 
and immorrality, in the realms of blifs above; 
and therefore patiently, yea joyfully, fubmitted 
to all that the malice of earth and hell could in- 
flict. He was vilified, that we might be ho- 
noured: he died, that we might live, for ever 
and ever: 

To conclude: the gteateft and bef men have 
difcovered the degeneracy and corruption of hu- 
man nature, and fhewn themfelves to have teen 
nothing more than men: but it was otherwife with 
Jefus: He was fuperior to all the men that ever 
lived, both with regard to the purity of his 
manners, and the perfection of his virtues. Tle 
was holy, harmlefs, undefiled, and teparatedt 
from finners. 

Whether we confider him as a teacher, or as 
a man, he did no fin 5 neither was guile found in 
his mouth, His whole life was pertedtly free 
from fpot or weaknefs; at the fame time it was 
remarkable for the greateft and. extenfive exer- 
cifes of virtue. But never to have committed 
the leaft fin, in word or in deed, never to have 
uttered any fentiment that could be cenfured, 
upon the various topics of religion arid morality, 
which were the daily fubjects of his difcourfes, 
and that through the courte of a life filled with 
action, and led under the obfervation of many 
enemies, who had always accefs to converfe with 
him, and who often came to find fault, isa pitch 
of perfection evidently above the reach of hu- 
man nature; and confequently he who poffeffed 
it muft have been Divine. 

Such was the perfon who is the fubject of 
the evangelical hiftory. If the reader, by re- 
viewing his life, do€trine and miracles, as they 
are here reprefented to him, united in one feries, 
has a clearer idea of thefe things than before, or 


| obferves a beauty in his actions thus linked to- 


ee which taken feparately do not appear fo 
ully ; if he feels himfelf touched by the cha 
racter of Jefus in general, or with any of his 
fermons and actions in particular, thus fimply 
delineated in writing, whofe principal charins are 
the beauties of truth: above all, if his dying 
fo generoufly for men ftrikes him with admira- 
ration, or fills him with joy in the profpeé of 
that pardon which is thereby purchafed for the 
world: let him ferioufly confider with himfclf 
what improveinent he ought to make of the 
Divine goodnefs. 

Jefus, by his death, hath fet open the gates 
of immortality to the fons of men; and by his 
word, fpirit and example, gracioufly offers to 


' make them meet.for the glorious rewards in the 
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kingdom of the heavenly Canaan, and to con- 
duét them into the inheritance of the faints in 
light. Let us, therefore, remember, that be- 
ing born under the difpenfation of hie gofpel, 
we have, from our earlieft years, enjoyed the 
beft means of fecuring to ourfelves an intereft in 
that favour of God, which is life; and that lo- 
ving-kindnefs, which is better than life. 

We have been called to afpire after an exalta- 
tion to the felicity of the heavenly manfions 
exhibited to mortal eyes in the man Jefus Chrift, 
to fire us with the nobleftambition. His Gofpel 
teaches us that we are made for eternity ; and 
that our prefent life is to our future exiftence, as 
infancy is to manhood. But as in the former, 
many things are to be learned, many hardfhips 
to be endured, many habits to be acquired, and 
that by a courfe of exercifes, which in them{elves 
though painful, and poffibly ufelefs to the child, 
yet are neceffary to fit him for the bufinefs and 
enjoyments of manhced. So while we remain 
in this infancy of human life, things are to be 
learned, hardfhips to be endured, and habits to 
be acquired, by a laborious difeipline, which, 
however painful, muft be undergone, becaufe 
necefflary to fit us for the employments and plea- 
fures of our riper exiflence, in the realms above, 
always remembcring that whatever our trials may 
be, in this world, if we afk for God’s aMiftance, 
he has promifed to give it. Enflsmed, therefore, 
with the love of immortality and its joys, let us 
fubmit ourfelves to our heavenly teacher, and 
learn of him thofe graces, which alene can ren- 
der life pleafant, death defirable, and fill eternity 
with ecftatic joys. 
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We cannot clofe the folemn fcene of the Life 
ef Our dear Lord and Saviour with greater pro- 
priety than by making a few obfervations on the 
nature of his religion, and confidering the great 
benefits which will infallibly refule to all, who 
fhall, by faith, receive and embrace his holy 
doctrine. 

‘Lhe religion of Chrift is the perfection of hu- 
man nature, and the foundation of uniform, ex- 
alted pleafure: of public order, and private 
happinels. Chriflianizy is the moft excellent and 
the moft ulcful infticuzicn, having the promife of 
the life that now is, and of that cchich is to 
come. It is the voice of reafon ; it is alfo the 
language of fcripture: she ways of wifucm are 
acays 6f pleafantnels, and all her patks are peace: 
And Our Bieffed Saviour himfelf afures us, thar 
his precepts are eafy, and the burthen of his re- 
ligion light. 

The Chriftian religion comprehends all we 
ought to believe, and all we ought to practife : 
its pofitive rights are few, and perfectly intelli- 
gible to every capacity ; and the whole is mani- 
feltly adapted to eflablifh in us a proper fenfe of 
the great obligations we lay under beth ta God 
and Chrilt. 

The Gotpel places religion not in obtrufe fpe- 
culation, ancl metaphyfical fubtletics; not in 
outward fhew, and tedious ceremony; not in fu- 
perftitious auflerities and enthufiaftic vifions ; but 
in purity of heart and holinefs of life. The fum 
of our duty (according to Our Great Matter him- 
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felt) confiftsin the love of God, and of .our neigk- 
bour. According to St. Paul, in denying un- 
godlinefs, and worldly lufts; and in living fo- 


-berly, righteoufly and godly in this prefent world. 


According to St. James, in vifiting the father- 
lefs and widow in affliction, and in keeping our- 
felves unfpotted in the world. This is the con- 
{tant ftrain and tenor of the gofpel. This it in- 
culcates moft earneftly, and on this it lays the 
greateft ftrefs. . 

It may be afked if the Chriftian religion js 
only a view of the law of nature, or merely a 
refined fyflem of morality? To which we 
anfwer, that it is a great deal more than either, 
It is an act of grace, a ftupendous plan of Pro. 
vidence, for the recovery of mankind from a {tate 
of degradation and ruin, to the favour of the 
Almighty, and to the hopes of a happy immor- 
tality through a Mediator. 

Under this difpenfation, true religion confifts 
ina refestence t.ccards God, and in faith in the 
Lord “fefus Chrift, as the perfon appointed by 
the fupreme authority of heaven and earth, to 
reconcile apoftate man to his offended Creator. 
And what hardthip is there in all this? Surely 
none. Nay, the praice of religion is much 
eafier than the fervitude of fin. 

It certainly muft be allowed by all] that our ra- 
tional powers are impaired, and the foul weak- 
ened by fin. ‘The animal paffions are ftrong, 
and apt to oppofe the diétates of the Spirit of 
God: objects of fenfe make powerful impreffions 
onthe mind. We are, in every fituation, fur- 
rounded with many fnares and temptations. In 
fuch a difordered ftate of things, to maintain an 
undeviating path of duty, cannot be effected by» 
poor weak man. There are, however, generous 
aids afforded us to perfevere in the ways of the 
Lord. 

The gracious Author of nature has planted in 
the human breafta quick fenfe of good and evil ; 
a faculty which ftrongly dictates right and wrong : 
and though by the ftrength of appetite and 
warmth of paffion, men are often hurried into 
immoral practices, yet in the beginning, efpe- 
cially when there has been the advantage of a 
good education, itis ufually wich reluctance and 
oppofition of mind. What inward ftruggles 
precede ! What bitter pangs attend their finful 
exceffes! What guilty blufhes and uneafy fears! 
What frightful profpects and pale reviews! Ter- 
rors are upon them, and a fire not blown confumeth 
them. To make a mock at fin, and to commit 
iniquity without remorie, requires great length 
of time, and much painful labour; more labour 
than is requifite to attain that habitual goodneds 
which is the glory of the man, the ornament of 
the Chriltian, and the chief of his happinefs. 

The foul can no more be reconciled to atts of 
wickednefs and injuftice, than the body to excefs, 
but by fuffering many bitter pains, and cruel 
attacks, 

The mouth of confcience may, indeed, be 
{topped for a time, by falle principles : its fecret 
whifpers may be drowned by the noife of com- 
pany, and ftifled by the entertainments of fente; 
but this principle of confcience is fo deeply 
rooted in human nature, and, at the fame time, 


her voice is fo clear and ftrong, that the finners 
aris 
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arts will be unable to hill her into a lafting fecu- 
rity. . ; is : 

When the hour of calamity arrives ; when 
ficknefs feizeth, and death approaches rhe finner,; 
conficience now conftrains him to liflen to her 
accufations; and will not fuffer the temples of 
his head to take any reft. There is no peace.to 
the wicked; the foundations of peace are fub- 
verted, they are at utter enmity with their 
reafon, with their confciences and with their 
God. fs 

Not fo is the cafe of triie religion: For when 
religion, pure and genuine, forms the tempers, 
and governs the life; confcience applauds, and 
peace takes his refidence in the breatt: The 
foul isin its proper ftate: There is order and 
regularity both in the faculties and actions. 
Confcious of its own integrity, and fecure of 
divine approbation, the foul enjoys a calmnefs 
not to be defcribed. But why do we call this 
happy frame calmnefs only ? It is far more than 
mere calmnefs. The air may be calm, and the 
day overcaft with thick mifts and clouds. The 
pious and virtuous mind refembles a ferene day, 
enlightened and enlivened with the brighteft 
rays of the fun. Though all without may be 
clouds and darknefs,. there is Hight in the heart 
of apious man. He is falisfied from bimfelf; and 
is filled with peace ond joy in believing. Ia the 
concluding fcene (the awful moment of diffolu- 
tion) all is peaceful and ferene. The immortal 
part quits its tenement of clay, with the weil 
grounded hopes of afcending to happinefs and 
glory. ; 

Nor does rhe gofpel enjoin any duty but what 
is fit and reafonable. It calls upon all its pro- 
feflors to praétife reverence, fubmiffion, and 
gratitude to God ; juftice, truth, and univerfal 
benevolence to men: and to maintain the go- 
vernment of our own minds. And what has 
any one to cbject againft this? From the leaft 
to the greateft commandment of our dear Re- 
deemer, there is not one which impartial reafon 
can find faule with. is law is perfect ; his pre- 
cepts are true and righteous, altogether. Not even 
thofe excepted, which require us to love our ene- 
mies, to deny ourfelves, and.to take up our crofs. 


To forgive an injury is more generous and man-. 


ly than to revenge it: to controul a. licentious 
appetite than to indulge it: to fuffer poverty, 
reproach, and even death itfelf, in the facred 


caufe of truth and integrity, is much wifer and: 


better, than, by bafe compliances, to make 
foipwreck of faith and a good confeience. 


Thus in a ftorm at fea, or a conflagration on" 


the land, a man with pleafure abandons his lum- 
ber, to fecure his jewels. 
the wileft and moft reafonable things in the 
world; vice and wickedne(s the moft irrational 
and abfurd. 

The all-wife Author of our being hath fo 
framed our natures, and placed us in. fuch rela- 
tions, that there is nothing vicious, but what 
is injurious; nothing virtuous but what is ad- 
vantageous to our prefent intereft, both with re- 
{pect to body and mind. Meeknefs and humi- 
lity, patience and univerfal charity, and grace, 
Slve a joy unknown to tranfgreffors. 

The divine virtues of truth and equity are the 
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only bands of friendfhip, the only fupports of 
fociety. .Temperance and fobriety are the beft 
prefervatives of health and ftrength: but fin 
and debauchery impair the body, confume the 
fubftance, reduce us to poverty, and form 
the direét path to an immature and untimely 
death. ; 

To render our duty eafy; we have the exam- 
ple, as well as the commands, of the bleffed 
Jefus. The matters of morality among the 
heathens gave excellent rules for the regulation 
of mens manners ; but they wanted either the 
honefty, or the courage to try their own argu- 
ments upon themfelves. It was a flrong pre- 
furmption that the yoke of the Scribes and Pha- 
rifees was grievous, when they laid hesvy /ur- 
dens upon mens feouléeFs, which they themfelves 
refufed to touch with one of their tingers. Noe 
thus our great law-giver, Jefus Chrift che righ- 
teous. His behaviour was in all refpeéts, con-. 
formable to his doctrine. His devotion towards 
God, how fublime and ardent! benevolence 
towards men, how great and diffufive! He was 
in his life an exact pattern of innocence; for he 
did no fin; neither was guile found in bis mouth: 
In the Son of God incarnate is exhibited the 
brighteft, the faireft refemblance of the Father, 
that heaven and earth ever beheld, an example 
peculiarly perfuafive, calculated to intpire reto- 
lution, and to animate us to ule our utmott 
endeavours to imitate the divine pattern, the ex- 
ample of the author and finifber of our faith, of him 
«who loved us, and gave himfzif for us. Our profef= 
fion and character as Chriftians oblige us to 
make this example the model of our lives. E- 
very motive of decency; gratitude; and inte- 


_reft, conftrain us to tread the paths he trod 


before us. 

We fhould alfo remember that our burden is 
eafy ; becaufe God, who ékuccveth whereof we 
are made, who cenfiderzth that we are but duh, is 
ever ready to affitt us. ‘The heathens them- 
felves had fome notion of this affiftance, though 
guided only by the glimmering lamp of reafor; 
But what they looked upon as probable the 
Gofpel clearly and ftrongly afferts. We there 
hear the apoftle exhorting, Let us come boldly to 
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need. We there 
hear the bleffed Jefus himfelf arguing in this 
convincing manner: Jf ye, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your children, bow much 
more foall your keavenly Father give the boly fpirit 


to them that afk him ? 


We would not here be underftood to mean, 
that the agency of the fpirit ts irrefiftible, and 


‘lays a neceffitating bias on all the faculties and 
_affections. 
‘prohibitions, promifes and threatnings, would 


Were this the cate, precepts and 


fignify nothing ; and duty and obligation would 


‘be words without ameaning. The fpirit affilt- 
. eth in a manner agreeable to the frame of hu- 


man nature; not controuling the free ule of rea- 
fon, but by afiifting the underftanding, influ- 
encing the will, and moderating the affections. 
But though we may not be able to explain the 
mode of his operations, the {criptures warrant 
us to affert, that when men are renewed and 
prepared for heaven, it is through fandification of 
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the fpirit, and belief of the truth. How entiven- 
ing the thought ! how encouraging the motive ! 
We are not left to ftruggle alone with the difficul- 
ties which attend the practice of virtue, in the 
prefent imperfeét ftate. The merciful Father 
of our fpirit is ever near to help our infirmities, 
to enlighten the underftanding, to ftrengthen 
good refolutions, and in concurrence with our 
own endeavors, to make us conquerors over all 
oppofition. Faithful is he to his promifes, and 
will not fuffer the fincere and well difpofed to 
be tempted above what they are able to bear. 
What can be defired more than this? To pro- 
mote the happinefs of his people, every thing 
ts done that is requifite, his grace is all fuffici- 
ent, his fpirit is able to conduct us through this 
vale of tears, to never-fading blifs. 

We fhould alfo remember, that the great 
doctrine of the Gofpel, concerning the propi- 
tious mercy of God to all penitents, through 
Chrift Jefus, greatly contributes to the confola- 
tion of Chriftians. Let it be granted, thar the 
hope of pardon is effential to the religion of 
fallen creatures, and one of its firft principles, 
yet, confidering the doubts and fulpicions which 
are apt to arife in amind confeious of guilt, it 
is undoubtedly a great, and ineftimable favour, 
to be relieved in this refpect, by the interpo- 
fition of Divine affiftance. This is our hap- 
pinefs. We are fully affured, that upon 
our true repentance; we fhall, s¢hrough the 
mediation of Chriff, receive the full remiffion of 
Jims, and be reftored to the fame ftate and favour 
with our Maker, as if we had never tranfgreffed 
his laws. Here the gofpel triumphs. With 
thefe affurances it abounds. Upon this head the 
declaration of our bleffed Saviour and his Apof- 
tles are fo exprefs and full, that every one who 
believes them, and knows himfelf to bea true 
penitent, muft banifh every doubt and fear, 
and rejoice with joy unfpeakable. Come unto me 
all ye that labeur, and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you reff. Mart. xi. 28. All manner of fin 
and blafphemy foall be forgiven unto men. Matt. 
xii- 31. Beit known unto you therefore men and 
brethren, that through this man is preached unto 
you the forgiveness of fins; and by him all that be~ 
licve arejuftified from all things, from which we 
could not be juftifred by the law of Mofes. A&s xiii, 
33, 39. What grace and favour is this! who 
can dwell upon the tranfporting theme too long ! 
Now our way is plain before us, and the burden 
we areto bear is made comfortably eafy. No 
fins are unpardonable, if repented and forfaken. 

Confider this, all ye who have never yet re- 


garded religion, but purfued a courfe of vice’ 


and fenfuality alb your lives long. Though your 
conduct has been bafe, to the laft degree, your 
cafe is not defperate. Far from it: The God 
whom you have fo highly offended commiferates 


your errors, 1s ever ready to extend his pardon- | 


ing mercy to his moit degenerate creatures, vpon 
their faith and repentance, and is in Chrift ‘Fefus 
recenci ing the world to bimfelf, not imputing unto 
penitent finners their trefpaffes. Let the wicked, 
therefore, firjake his way, and the unrighteous 
man bis thcughts: and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to cur 
God, for be will abundantly pardon. Maiah. lv. 7. 
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Another particular, which renders the Chrif— 
tian religion delightful is, its leading us to-the 
perfect; eternal life of heaven. It cannot be 
denied but that we may draw from the light of 
nature ftrong prefumptions of a future ftate. 
The prefent exiftence does not look like an in- 
tire fcene, but rather like the infancy of human 
nature, which is eapable of arriving at a much 
higher degree of maturity; but whatever folid 
foundation the doctrine of a future ftate may have 
had, in nature and reafon, certain it is, through: 
the habitual neglect of reflection, and the’ force 
of irregular paffions, this do¢trine was, before 
the coming of Our Bleffed Saviour, very much 
disfigured, and, in a great meafure, loft, among 
the fons of men. 

In the heathen world, a future ftate of re- 
wards and punifhments was a matter of mere 
fpeculation and uncertainty, fometimes hoped 
for, fometirmes doubted ‘of, and fometimes abfc- 
lutely denied. The law of Mofes, though of 
divine original, is chiefly inforced by promifes 
of temporal bleffings ; and, even in the writings 
of the prophets, a future immortality is very 
{paringly mentioned, and obfcurely reprefented, 
but the doctrine of our Saviour hath brough: 
life, and immortaity to light. In the gofpel we 
have a diftinét account of another world, at- 
tended with many engaging circumiftances ; a- 
bout which the decifions of reafon were dark 
and confufed. We have the teftimony of the 
author of our religion, who was raifed from the 
dead, and who afterwards, in the prefence of his 
difciples, afcended into heaven. In the New 
Teftament it is exprefly declared, that good 
men, when abfent from the bedy, are prefent with 
the Lird. iere we are affured of the refurrecti-. 
on of the body in a glorious form, cloathed 
with immortal vigour, fuited to the active na- 
ture of the animating fpirit, and affifting its 
moft enlarged operations and inceffant pro- 
grefs towards perfection. Here we are affu- 
red, that the righteous fhall go into life everlafting, 
that they fhall enter into the heavenly Canaan, 
where no ignorance fhall cloud the underftand- 
ing, no vice difturb the will. In thefe regions 
of perfection, nothing but love fhall poffefs the 
foul ; nothing but gratitude employ the tongue; 
there the righteous fhall be united to an innume- 
rable company of angels, and to the general af- 
fembly and church of the firft born: there they 
fhall fee their exalted Redeemer, at the right 
hand of Omnipotence, and fit down with him 
on his throne; there they fhall be admitted into 
the immediate prefence of the fupreme fountain 
of life and happinefs, and, beholding his face, 
be changed into the fame image, froin glory to 
glory. 

Here language—here imagination fails us! 
It requires the genius, the knowledge, the 
pen of an angel, to paint the happinefs, the 
blifsful fcene of the New ferufalem, which hu- 
man eyes cannot behold, till this mortal body 
fhall be purified from its corruption, and dreffed 
in the robes of immonrtality: ‘ eye hath not 
feen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered in- 
to the heart to conceive, the joys which God 
hath prepared for them that love him.” ©. 

What is the heaven of the heathegs, when 

compared 
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compared with the heaven of the Chriftians ? 
The hope, the profpect of this, is fufficient to 
reconcile us to all the difficulties that may at- 
tend our progrefs, fweéeten all our labours, alle- 
viate every grief, and filence every murmur. 

But why, fays the libertine in the gaity of his 
heart, fhould there be any difficulties, or reftraint, 
at all? God hath made nothing in vain. The 
appetites he hath planted in the human breatt 
are to be eratified. ‘To deny or reftrain them, 
is ignominious bondage ; but to give full fcope 
to every defire and paflion of the heart, without 
check or controul, is true manly freedom. 

In oppofition to this loofe and careleis way of 
reafoning, let it be confidered, that the liberty 
of a rational creature doth not confift in an en- 
tire exemption from all controul, but in follow- 
ing the dictates of reafon, as the governing 
;rinciple, and in keeping the various paffions in 
duc fubordination. To follow the regular no- 
tion of thofe affections which the wife Creator 
hath implanted within us, is our duty: but as 
our natural defires, in this ftate of trial, are of- 
ten irregular, we are bound to reftrain their ex- 
ceffes, and not indulge them, but in a ftri&t fub- 
ferviency to the integrity and peace of our minds, 
and to the order and happinefs of human fociety 
eftablithed in the world. Thofe who allow the 
fupreme command to be ufurped by fenfual 
and brutal appetites, may promife themfelves liber- 
ties, but are truly and abfolutely the /ervants of 
corruption. To be vicious, is to be enflaved. 
We behold with pity thofe miferable objects that 
are chained in the gallies, or confined in dark 
prifons and loathfome dungeons; but how much 
more abject and vile is the flavery of the finner! 
No flavery of the body is equal to the bondage of 
the mind: no chains prefs io clofely, or gall fo 
cruelly, as the ferters of fin, which corrode the 
very fubftance of the foul, and fret every fa- 
culty. 

Ir mutt, indeed, be confeffed, that there are 
fome profligates, fo hardened by cuftoms, as to. 
be pait.all fecling ; and, becaufe infenfible of 
their bondage, boalt of -this infenfibility as a 
mark of their native freedom, and of their hap- 
pinets. Vain men! they might extol, with 
equal propriety, the peculiar happinefs of an 
apoplexy, or the profound tranquillity of a le- 
inargy. 

‘hus have we endeavoured to place, in a 
plain and confpicuous light, fome of the pecu- 
liar excellencies of the Chriftian religion; and, 
from hence, many ufeful refleétions will natu- 
rally arife in the mind of every attentive reader. 
It is the religion of Jefus that hath removed ido- 
lutry and fuperftition, and brought immortality 
to light, when concealed under a veil of dark- 
nefs alinoft impenetrable. This hath fet the great 
truths of religion in a clear and confpicuous 
point of view, and propofed new and powerful 
Inotives to influence our minds, and to deter- 
mine our conduét. Nothing is enjoined to be 
belicved, but what 1s worthy of God; nothing 
to be practifed, but what is friendly to man. 
All the doétrines of the Gofpel are rational and 
confiftent ; all its precepts are truly wife, jutt, 
and good. The gofpel contains nothing grievous 
to an ingenuous mind: it debars us from nothing, 
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but doing harm to ourfelves, or to our fellow- 
creatures; and permits us to range any wheres 
but in the paths of danger and deftruction. It 
only requires us to act up to its excellent coim- 
mands, and to prefer to the vanifhing pleafure 
of fin, the fmiles of a reconciled God, and az 
eternal weight of glory. 

Surely no man who isa real friend to the caufe 
of virtue, and to the intereft of mankind, can 
ever be an enemy to Chriftianity, if he truly un- 
derftands it, and feriouNy reflects on its wife and 
uleful tendency. It conduéteth us to our jour- 
ney’s end, by the plaineft and fecureft path ; 
where the fleps are not firaitened, and where be 
that runneth flumbleth not. 

We ought daily to adore the God of nature 
for lighting up the fun, that glorious, though 
imperfect image of his own unapproachable lul- 
tre; and appointing it to gild the earth with its 
various rays, to chear us with its benign influ- 
ence, and to guide and direct us in our journies 
and our labours. But how incomparably more 
valuable is that day-/pring from on high, woich 
hath vifited us, to give light io them that fit in 
darkne/s, and in the fhadow of death, and to guide 
our feet into the way of peace? Oh Chriftians, 
whofe eyes are fo happy to fee, and your ears to 
hear, what abundant reafon have you to give 
daily and hourly praife to your beneficent Crea- 
tor! When, therefore, your minds are delighted 
with contemplating the riches of the Gofpel, 
when you reflect (as you certainly muft do) with 
wonder and joy on the happy means of your re-+ 
demption ; when you feel the burthen of your 
guilt removed, the freedom of your addrefs to 
the throne of Grace encouraged, and fee the 
profpeét of a fair inheritance of eternal glory 
opening upon you ; then, in the pleafing trani- 
ports of your jouls, borrow the joyful anthem 
of the plalmilt, and fay, with the humbleft gra- 
titude and felf-refignation, God 7s ihe Lord who 
fhweth us ligkt: bind the facrifice with cords, even 
to the horns of the altzr. Adore God, wio firft 
commanded the l ght to foine out of darkuefs, thac 
by the difcoveries of his word, and the opera- 
tions of his fpirit, he hath /Lined in your Leutts, 
to give you the knowledge of bis gleryy as reflec il 
from the face of bis Sta. 


Bleft are the fouls that hear and know 
The Gofpel’s joyful found ; 

Peace fhall attend the paths they go, 
And dght their tteps furround, 


Their joy fhall bear their fpirits up, 
Thro’ their Redecmer’s name ! 
His righteoufnels exalts their hope, 

’ Nor Satan dares condemn. 


The Lord, our glory and defence, 
Strength and falvation gives: 
Chriftian, thy king for ever reigns 

Thy God for ever lives, 


Let us, therefore, who live under the Got- 
pel, the moft gracious difpenfation beftowed by 
God to mankind, count all things but Icj*, for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Chrift , cfs cur Lerd; 
and not fuffer ourfelves, by the flight cavils of 
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unbelievers, to be moved away from the bepe of 
the Gefpel. Let us demonftrate that we believe 
the fuperior excellency of the Chriftian difpenfa- 
tion, by conforming to its precepts. Let us fhew 
that we are Chriftians in deed, and in truth; not 
by endlefs difputes about trifles, and the tranfports 
of ablind zeal, but by abounding in thofe fruiss 
of righteoufucft, which are, through Chrift, to ibe 
praife and glory of Ged. . 

From what has been faid, we may clearly per- 
ceive how groundlefs all thofe prejudices are, 
which fome conceive againft religion, as if it was 
a peevifh, morofe thing, burdenfome to hu- 
man nature, and inconfiftent with the true en- 
joyment of life. Such fentiments are too apt 
to prevail in the heat of youth, when the fpirits 
are brifk and lively, and the paffions warm and 
impetuous; but it is wholly a miftake, and a 
miftake of the moft dangerous tendency. The 
truth is, there is no pleafure like that of a good 
confcience: no real peace but what refults from 
a fenfe of the Divine favour. This enables the 
mind, and can alone fupport it under all the va- 
rious and unequal fcenes of the prefent ftate of 
trial. This lays a fure foundation of an eafy, 
comfortable life, of a ferene, peaceful death, and 
of eternal joy and happincfs hereafter ; whereas 
vice is ruinous to all our moft valuable interefts ; 
ipoils the native beauty, and fubverts the order 
of the foul; renders us the fcorn of man, the 
rejected of God, and, without timely repentance, 
will rob us of a happy eternity. Religion is the 
health, the liberty, and the happinefs of the Soul; 
fin is the difeafe, the fervitude, and deftruction of 
it.—-It will, perhaps, be faid, that the fons of vice 
and riot have pleafure in fenfual indulgences. 
Vhis we allow; but muft obferve, that it is al- 
together of the loweft kind, empty, fleeting, 
and tranfient: “ke the crackling of thorns under 
a pot, fo is the mirth of the wicked. It makes 
anoife and a blaze for the prefent; but foon va- 
nithes away into {moak and vapour. 

On the other hand, the pleafure of religion is 
folid and lafting ; and will attend us through all, 
even the Jaft {tages of life. When we have paf- 
fed the levity of youth, and have loft all relith for 
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gay entertainments; when old age fteals upon 
us, and ftoops towards the grave, this will cleave 
faft to us, and give us relief. 

Clad in this immortal robe, we need not fear 
the awful f{ummons of the king of terrors, nor 
regret our retiring into the chambers of the duft. 
Our immortal pare will wing its way to the 
arms of its Redeemer, and find reft in the hea-~ 
venly manfions. And though our earthly part, 
this tabernacle of clay, returns to its original 
duft, and is diffolved, our joy, our confolation, 
our confidence is, that we bave a building of God, 
a houfe not made with bands, eternal in the bea- 
wens. 

Such will be the happy confequence’s attendant 
on all thofe who ftrictly adhere to the Chriftian 
religion, and diligently, through the courfe of 
their lives, follow (as far as human nature 
will admit) the precepts laid down by their Di- 
vine Mafter, the Great Saviour and Redeemer of 
the world. 


Who fhall inhabit in thy hill, 
O God of Holinefs ? 

Whom will the Lord admit to dwell * 
So near his throne of grace? 


The man that walks in pious ways, 
And works with righteous hands ; 

That trufts his Maker’s promifes, 
And follows his comnmiands. 


He fpeaks the meaning of his heart, 
Nor flanders with his tongue ; 

Will fcarce believe an ill report, 
Nor do his neighbour wrong. 


The wealthy finner he contemns, 
Loves all that fear the Lord ; 
And throughout life, in all he fays, 

Moft ftrictly keeps his word. 


His hands difdain a golden bribe 
And never gripe the poor: 

This man fhall dwell with God on earth, 
And find his heav’n fecure, 
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PART II: BOOK fi, 


From the Afcenfion of Our Bleffed Lord into Heaven, to the full 
Eftablifhment of Chriftianity, by his Apoftles and other Propagators 
of his Gofpel. 


[Including a Period of 64 Years.] 
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After Our Lord’s afcenfion into beaven the apoftles return to Ferufalem, and ele& Matthias into their num- 
ber. They are all filled with the Holy Ghoft. The Sfews are furprized at the event, and fome of them 
endeavour to turn it into ridicule; but Peter confutes their calumny, and, by an admirable f{peech on 
the occafion, makes many converts. . Peter performs a miracle, and makes another {peech to the people, 
which proves highly fucce/sful to the propagation of the Gofpel. At the inftigation of the rulers of the 
‘Jews, the twelve apoftles are committed to prifon, and taken before the Sanbedrim; but, after an un- 
anfwerable vindication of their conduét, are difmifjed. The punifoment of Ananias and Sapphira, Pe- 
ter cures many people of different infirmities. The apoftles are again committed to prifon, but releafed 
in the night by an angel from heaven. They, however, go before the Sanbedrim, and are fentenced to be 
feourged. They elec feven deacons as flewards of the public frock for the relief of the diftreffed. Ste- 
phen, one of the new-elefted deacons, is accufed of blafpbemy, and taken before the Sanbedrim. He 
vindicates bimfelf before bis judges, and boldly accufes the Fews of being more inpious than their an- 
ceftors. The Fews are fo enraged at this, that they unmercifully drag kim out of the city, and ftone him 
to death. Saul, a young man of Cilicia, is particularly aftive in the death of Stephen, and, at bis 
inftigation, moft of the Chriftian converts are compelled to leave Ferufalem. 


HE Blefled Saviour of the world |] length two angels in the fhape of men, and glo- 
having fulfilled all things prophefied || rioufly apparelled, appeared before them, and 
of his miffion here on earth, and ha- || delivered a meffage of confolation to this effect : 
ving, in a moft folema manner, taken |} ** Forbear, O Galileans, your further admira- 
leave of his difciples, vifibly retired before their {{ ‘ tion: Your gracious Lord, whom even now 
eyes to eternal reft in his Father’s kingdom. || ‘* you beheld afcending to heaven, fhall one day - 
With hearts full of. grief and admiration they || ‘“* come to judge the world in as glorious a man- 
deplored the lofs of the prefence of their. dear- {{ ‘ ner as he now departed from you. He hath 
loved Lord; and, with longing eyes, paid their || ‘ not abfolurcly left you, but is gone to take 
lat attendance till he difappeared. They con- }} “ poffeffion of that kingdom which he will con- 
tinued, for fome time, fondly looking towards {| ‘* tinue to govern to the end of the world.” 
the place where their Lord was gone, ull at The apoftles and difciples of Our Lord (among 
whom 
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whem was Mary-the mother of- Jefus, and fome 


other pious women who had attended him in his 
miniftry) being greatly comforted by this Divine 
meffage, immediately recurged [tol Jeqwalen, 
where they fpent their time in acts of religious 
worfhip, aflembling daily in a certain upper 
room which they had made -choice of for that 
purpofe. ye gh Se ies Ne 

Peter had thought it “neceffary that a’ proper 
perfon fhould be chofen to fupply the place of 
the perfidious Judas, that the number of sthe.. 
apoftics might be twelve, as was originally” 
appointed by their Mafter. To effect this, 
in one of their affemblies (which confjfted 
of an hundred and twenty) Peter addréfied 
hinfelf to his fellow-apaftles in a fpeech which 
he had made for the purpole, the fubftance of 
which was to this effeét: “ Ye know, brethren, 
« what the royal prophet David * foresold, and 
which has been punctually fulfilled, concern- 
ing Judas, who was of our fociety, a fellow- 
difciple, ang an apoftle chofen with.us. For 
afuin of money he betrayed his Mafter to his 
enemies, after which, being troubled for 
what lie had done, he returned the money to” 
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‘to‘draw “Tots; which happening to fatten Mat- 
thias, he was accordingly eleéted into the number 
af sche twelve zagattles. 


TESTAMENT. Book II. 


«Having feid-this; they. 


The number of the apoftles being now com- 


plete, on the day of Pentecoft }, they all affem- 
-bled together at their accuftomed place, in order 
, to 
were thusemployed, ‘a prodigious noife (much 
like the rufhing of a loud impetuous wind) 
fuddeply filled all the houfe in which they were, 
and a kind of fiery vapour, or exhalation, formed 
in the figure of a man’s togue, but divided a 
little atthe tip, fat on the head of each; where- 
upon they were all immediately filled with the 
Holy Ghoft, and, by its Divine infpiration, werc 
enabled to fpeak in feveral different languages. 
At this time there were at Jerufalem many 
Jews and profelytes, who had come thither from 
different parts of the world, to the celebration of 
the feaft. When thefe, therefore, were informed 
of the great miracle which had taken place with 
}) the apoftles, and were convinced cf the truth of 
i it _by hearing them {peak the languages of their 
“refpeftive countries, they were greatly aftonifhed, 
and knew not what ‘to make of f6 fingular an 


perforh their religious duties. . While they 


« the prieit, who, net daring to put it into the : 
« treafury, bought a field with it for the inter- || event. Some ofthem argued among themfelves 
« mentof ftrangers. “This fact, and the fate of || to this effect: “ How have thefe men, who 


ce 


Judas, was univerfally known to all that dwelt | 
¢ 


in Jerufalera, and therefore che field that was 
bought with that money was vulgarly known 
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by the name ef the Field of Blood. To Ju- 
das, therefore, belongs that which is men- 
tioncd by the holy Plalmift ¢, not by way of 
exceration, but of prediction: that as he 
« fhould come to a defperate miferable end, fo 
the o.ice which he had held with the reft of 
rhe twelve, fhould be beftowed on another. 
It isthen our duty, according to this prophe- 
cy, to make choice of fome one of thete perfons 
« that are prefent (and who have continued with 
us ever fince Our Lord undertook the charge 
and care of us, till his afcenfion into heaven) 
that he may fucceed Judas in the apettle- 
fhip.” 

The propcfition made by Peter was unani- 
moully approved of by the affembly; upon 
which two candidates were immediately nomi- 
nated, namely, Jonas, furnamed Barnabas, and 
Marthias, one of the feventy difciples. The 
choice of one of thefe two was to be determined 
by lot, previous to which the apoftles folemnly 
invoked the Divine direction in the following 
words: Theu, Lerd, which knoweft the hearts of 
all men, fosco whether of thofe two thou haft cho- 
fii, that he saay teke part of this miniftry and 
‘apoflepip, from which Judas, by trenfgrefion, fell, 


¢ 
ce 
ce 
«ec 


ee 
«“ 
«ce 
ce 
ce 
c 
ce 
«¢ 
ce 

€ 


€ 





* Pfal. xii. g. 
+ Pal. Ixix. 25. and cix. 8. 


fftierb, becaufe the Feat of Pentecolt was celebrated che 
fiftieth day after the fixteenth of the month Nifan, which 
was the fecond day of the Feaft of the Paffover, Levit, xxiii, 
as, 16, And for che fame reafon itis called the, Fea? of 
Wrecks, becaule it was cbferved {even weeks after the Pailo- 
ver, Dent. xvi. gg. [twas at firit initituted in order to oblige 
the Jews to repair to the temple of the Lord, there to ac- 
knowledge his dominion and fovereignty over all their la- 
bours, and there to render thanks to him for the law, which 


‘old men foall dream dreans |\. 


are natives of Galilee, and have continued all 
their lives there, acquired this knowledge? 
For in our réfpective languages we hear them 
preaching the doétrine of Chrift, and the won- 
derful things God hath wrought by him. This 
certainly muft imply fomething of .very great 
moment.” But others were of a different opi- 


nion, and, in a fcoffing manner, ridiculed ‘the 
miracle, attributing the powers poffeffed by the 
apoftles to arile from inebriation : 
(laid they) are full of new wine. 


Thefe inst 


‘To deftroy this calumny, and to open the eyes 


of the yet deluded and perverfe Jews, Peter, in 
the name of the reft, addreffed the multitude in 
amoft admirable fpeech, the fubRance of which 
was to the following effect : 


“© Ye menof Ju- 
dea, and all that at this time fee and hear what 
the Lord hath done, be affured thefe things 
are not the effect of wine: ye know, in your 
coniciences, it cannot be fo, fince /t is but ile 
third bour of the day§. But this is the com- 
pletion of a famous prophecy of Joel, who 
faith, [iz the loft days [ wel! pose out my Spirit 
upon all fifo; your fons ghd your daughters fail 
prophecy, your young men fhel' fee viftons, endyorr 
All ranks and 
qualities of men: fhall receive the effufion of 
the Spirit of God, and thofe who were never 
brought up in the fchools of the Bee 
«tha 





“ce 
ee 
ce 
he gave them on the ffierh day after their departure out of 
é Egypt. : 
{ ‘Phis word is derived from the Greek, and figuifies the the feat of Pentecott fitty deys, or feven wecks after the 


In like manner,, the Chriftian Church celebrates 


Paffover, or refurre€tion of Our Bleffed Saviour, to put us 
in remembrance, that she Giis of ae Spirit were then poures 
out in a plentiful manner, as the Arffraits of Qur Saviours 
afcention ixto heaven, and that the Go/pe/ began to be pub- 
lifhed by the apottles on the like day that the antient Law 
Was given to tie Hebrews. 


§ ‘Vhat is, nine o’clock, the time of morning prayers, 1 


which the Jews generally went faiting, 


WoSee Joel ai. 28. 
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Cuap. i; 


s¢ fhall be enabled to preach the Gofpel of Chrift 
«¢ wherever they go. And after that there fhall 
ec beta and aftonifhing fights and prodigies, 
«and many great flaughters in Judea, as fore- 
‘runners and prognoftics of the deftruction 
which fhall befall this people for their eruci- 
« fying Chrift, and from which the only way to 
«« refcue yourfelves is, to repent and acknow- 
« ledge inn, which is the defign of this mira- 
« culous defcent of the Holy Ghoft. Obferve 
and attend,’ye men of Ifrael, for you arechiefly 
concerned in this great affair. This Jefus of 
Nazareth being demonttrated to be fent from 
«© God by the mighty works he did among you, 
«© all which you know to be true: Him, I fay, 
being permitted to fall into your hands, you 
apprehended and barbaroufly crucified: Him, 
whom God, by his determinate council, had 
given to retrieve you from your laft condition, 
ye, with profane hands, have flain. This fame 
“ Jefus, whom ye thus treated, hath God raifed 
«* again, delivering him from the power of death; 
““ and, befides many other things, the prophe- 
“ cies concerning him required that he fhould 
“© not long lie under death. Hear what David 
« the royal pfalmift fays, I have fet the Lord al- 
“ wins before me: becaufe be is at my right hand, 
©¢ J fhalinct be moved. Therefore say heart is glad, 
“and ny glory rejciceth : my fica alfo foall rift in 
© Lepe. ler thou coilt not leave my foul in kell, 
‘ netther wilt theu fuffer thine Holy One to fee cor- 
‘ ruption. Thou wilt fhew me the path of life: in 
“< thy prefence is fulnefs of jox, at thy right hand 
“ there are pleafures for evcrmore. Give ine leave, 
brethren, to fpeak freeiy concerning David, 
«who thus prophefied. Fle died like other 
“men, had a folemn interment, and we have 
‘* his monument this day to fhew, and from 
‘ whence he never arofe. Therefore, he fpake 
** not of himfelf, but by way of prediction of 
“© the Meffiah, whom he knew would infallibly 
“© {pring from his loins,’and be a prince and ruler 
of hischurch. Thefe words of his were pro- 
** phetic, and literally verified in the refurrec- 
“* tion of Jefus, whofe foul did not continue fo 
** long in a ftate of feparation as that his body 
“ fhould be corrupted: and accordingly God 
** yaifed him up in three days, of which all we 
“© apoltles were eye-witneffes. He having, there- 
* fore, affumed his regal {tate and office in hea- 
“ ven, and God having given him power to fend 
* the [loly Ghoft, he hath now punctually ful- 
** filled his promife in fending it on us in the 
mo{t extenfive manner; one great effect of 
“ which yourfelves can teftify, by having heard 
“ us {peak languages which, a fhort time before, 
“ we did not underftand. This great and sm- 
portance truth, therefore, I now proclaim to 
“you, That God the Father hath raifed up that 
“ Chrift, whom ye Jews have crucified, and 
“ that he now fits on the right hand of him in 
* the kingdom of heaven.” 

This fpeech, or rather fermon, of Peter’s, fo 
wrought upon the minds of the people, that they 
called out moft paffionately to him, and the reft 
of the apoftles,- requefting their advice what 
meafures they fhould purfue, in order to fhake 
off that guilt with which they had been fo long 
loaded. Peter readily complied with their re- 
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queft, and in a moft tender and affe@tionate ad- 
drefs, told thern, that in order to lay afide 
their infidelity, they muft, with true contrition, 
acknowledge their fins, enter upon the Chriftian 
profeffion with a firm refolution of never falling 
from it; and that they muft receive baprifin from 
the apoftles, who were thereby empow-red to 
convey remiffion of fins to all true pen.cents. 
Repent and be baptized every one of yor in the wame 
of Tefus Chrift for the vemiffion of fits, andyc foall 
recetve the gift of the Holy Ghyt. For the promife 
is unto you and to your cdiliren, wad to all that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lird Our God foall 
call,” A&tsii. 38, 39. ; 

In confequence of this afetionate addrefs, 
thofe who were really touched with waar Peter had 
faid immediately renounced their former courfe 
of life, and proved the fincerity of thcir hearts 
by receiving baptifm. On that day about three 
thotifand people were converted to the faith of 
Chrift, who contiriued affiduous in hearing the 
apoftles teach, and in bringing their goods libe- 
rally for the relief of the diftreffed. Nor were 
the converts only impreffed with fear and reve- 
rence, but a general furprize took place among 
all that faw thefe ftrange and carly operations of 
the Holy Ghoft, which were {till farther con- 
firmed by feveral miracles performed by the 
apoftles. 

The Gofpel thus gaining ground, thofe that 
received it affembled together for the fervice of 
God, conftantly obferving the times of public 
prayers, and receiving the facrament of the Lord’s 
fupper : they dittributed to the neceffities of the 
poorer fort as freely as God had given ther ab.- 
lity, fpencing their time in aéts of devotion and 
charity, and cxerciling works of mercy to ach. 
By the pious examples of thele many others were 
induced to join them which gave the apofiles a 
fruitful harveit of their miniftry, and by their 
repeated exhortations, others were daily rehac d 
from the wicked and dangerous converle of the 
perverfe Jews, and heartily embraced the doc- 
trine of Chiitt. 

After this wonderful refoimation among the 
people in confequence of Peter's difeourfes, 
that apofle, accompanied by John, went onc 
day to the teniple abaour three o’clock in the at- 
ternoon, which was one of the times generally 
fet apart for prayer. As they entered in at the 
gate of the temple towards the call in Solomion’s 
porch, which was called the Jezutiful vate, they 
faw a poor cripple, who had been lame from fits 
birth, lying there, and beggin alms of thore 
who paffed him. As foon as the cripple iaw 
Peter and John, he looked up in their taces and 
earnellly begged charity of them; upon which 
Peter, looking ftedfaftly at him, faid, S¥ver and 
gold bave I nse; but fuch os Theve give Lthee: 
In the name of Fefus Chrift of Nazar:th, rite up 
and walk, No fooner were thefe words fpoken 
than the poor cripple was made whole.  Ltfis 
joints became ftrair and his nerves ftiong, fo 
that he went with the apoftles into the temple, 
walking, and leaping, and praifins God. 

The poor man, who had fat daily, for aloag 
time, alking alms at the door of the temple, 
was univerfally known by the people, who lee- 
ing him walking and pene God, were amazed 
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at the greatnefs of the cure: they therefore 
flocked in great numbers round the apoftles, by 
whom the poor man kept elofe, being unwilling 
to part with thofe from whom he had reccived fo 
diftinguifhed a benefit. Peter, obferving the 
aftonifhment of the multitude, and thinking it 
a convenient opportunity of increafing the num- 
ber of his followers, addrefled himfelf to them 
in a long and very pertinent harangue, the fub- 
fiance of which was to this effect: “ Ye men of 
« Ifrael, why do you look upon this cure as a 
« thing ftrange: Or why do you attribute any 
© thing to us in this matter, as if it were in our 
“© power to perform {fo great a miracle? The 
«© God of our fathers gave this power to Jefus, 
«¢ whom you delivered to Pilate to be crucified, 
« ycleafing a known murderer and a thief, and 
«putting to death Him, who came to give hfe 
«¢ to the world; whom God hath been pleafed to 
«* raife from the dead, and make us witneffes 
«thereof. Be affured, it is by belief in him 
¢¢ thar this man hath been recovered from his 
« Jamenefs. ‘Phe man you all well know, ha- 
‘ying, fer ieny years, fen him a begging 
« crippie; and the faith we have in the power 
« of Firm on whem we -belicve, hath wicught 
« the remarkable cure atwhich you ail fo great- 
eo Jy wonder. 7 do imagine, brethren, thacfuch 
« aiong you who icjected Chrif did it chrough 
“ ignorance, not knowing him to be the Mef- 
“ fiah sy and chat the like was the cafe with your 
«yulers. But by thefe means the many pro- 
« phecies in the feriptures, that the Me!fiah 
« fhould be put to death, have been fulfilled. 
« Po yuu, therefore, amend your hives, that 
your paft cflences may be pardoned, and that, 
« ar the fecend coming of Chrilt for the delivery 
“« andicfeue of the faithful, you may, by re- 
« pentance, be adinitted into the number of the 
«elect. The Chrifl you have perfecuted, and of 
«© whofe refurre€tion we have been eye-witnefits, 
«hath now entercd upon his fovereignty in hea- 
«ven, whereby hath been fulfilled all the pro- 
"«¢ phecies concerning him, particulaly that of 
“© Motes, who @re2y faid ito the fathirs, A pro- 
“ phet foail the Lord your God raife up unto you 
© of your brethren, like unto me, and din fhall ye 
“ bear in all things wharfecver he fail fay unto 
you. cir it fool! cris 19 por, iba every foul 
& gyhich Gol pat hecv that prophit, hall be de- 
 Bpeved Wren Ch oe bee And not only 
«© Mofer, butall the prophets, from Samuel, es 
“memes have iporen “, have foretold the com- 
‘cing of the Mcffiah, with the dettruction of 
« thofe who fhould reject, and the efpecial mer- 
«© cies to them that fhould believe in him. Ye 
«are the particular perfons of whom the pro- 
© phets forctold, and to whom the promife and 
«© covenant which God made with Abraham (‘haz 
“an his fecd all the nations of the earth foould be 
¢ dlefied) did primarily belong. Ye are, the 
‘heirs of this covenant, and God hath been 


pope. 








“ ‘The acccunt of the prophets is here begun from Samu- 
el, becanfe the ici.co!s of the prophets were firft inftituted 
and ereGled by him ; und not that there was no prophet be- 
fore him. ‘Ihe fous of the prophets fpent the greater part 


of their time in ftudying the law, and praifing and ferving’ 
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pleafed to make the firft overtures of mercy 
to you, that ye might receive the Gofpel of 
his beloved Son, and repent of the iniqui- 
ties which ye have done unto him.”—Tohis 
was the purport of St. Peter’s fpeech on this 
occaficn ; and fuch was its efficacy, that it con- 
verted fo reany of his hearers, as to make the 
whole number amount to ho lefs than five thou- 
fand. ; 
While Peter was inftructing the people, she 
capiain of the tele, at the inftigation of the 
priefts and fadduces, came with an armed force, 
fuddenly fcized the two apoftles, and conduéted 
them to prifon, The next morning the great 
Sanhedrim met, and having ordered the apoftles 
to be brought before them, demanded by what 
power they had wrought that miracle upon the 
Jame man, and who it was that gave them autho- 
rity to preach to the people? In anfwer to thefe 
queftions, Peter, being endued with an extraor- 
dinary prefence of mind and elocution of tongue, 
fpoke to this effect: “ Ye rulers of the people, 
** and elders of Ifrael, we are this day examined 
before you concerning an aétion, which is fo 
far from being criminal, that it is an act of 
«© fpecial mercy. Be affured, that the miracu- 
** lous cure performed cn the lame man was 
wrought by no other means, than by invoking 
the name of Jefus of Nazareth, whom ve 
crucified, and God moft miraculoufly raited 
again. ‘Vhis is he chat was prophefied of un- 
der the tiue of a refule ftone, rejected by you, 
“ the chief of the Jews, and treated with con- 
‘© tempt; but is now, by his refurrection, en- 
*¢ throned in power, and is, indeed, become the 
“ ruler and king of the church, the prime foun- 
“© dation-ftone of the whole fabric. In himalone 
“© mult falvation now be hoped for by all; nor 
** can ye expect to be faved, unlels you readily 
« receive, and heartily embrace, his doétrine.” 
The council, feeing with what courage and 
freedom of fpeech the apoftles behaved them- 
felves, and withal confidering that their educa- 
tion alone could not have railed them above the 
capacity of other men (being neither fkilled in 
the learning of the Jews, nor, as men of dif- 
tinction, inftructed in their laws) they were great- 
ly aftonifhed ; and ftill more fo, when they re- 
collecteedl that the two apoitles were of thofe who 
had attended Jefus in his life-time, and faw the 
man on whom they had wrought the miraculous 
cure ftand by them ready to atteft the truth of it. 
From thefe confiderations they knew not, for 
fome time, how to act, till at length they re- 
folved to hold a private conference among them- 
felves, and, for that purpofe, ordered the apoftles 
to withdraw. As foon as they were gone, the 
council entered into debate on the fubject, ar- 
guing with one another to this effeét. ‘* As to 
“¢ the men, we have nothing to accufe them of; 
‘© for, that they have performed a great miracle 
«* is apparent to many, and the man that was 
‘© healed 
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God, and fome were fent on meffages to the people (for all 
were not called-to the prophetic office) and therefore it 1s 
added, as many as have fpoken; that is, as many out of the 
fchools of the prophets as were Divinely called to the pro- 
phetic office. 


CHAP. f. 


healed is a living witnefs of the truth of it: 
Since, therefore, they have not been guilty of 
any breach of our jaws, to prevent their fur- 
ther feducing the people (who are too apt to 
be led away by them) we will call them in, 
and forbid them, upon fevere penalties, to 
preach Chrift and his Gofpel any more.” In 
confequence of this refolution, the two apoftles, 
were Called in, and commanded not to talk pri- 
vately, or teach publicly, any thing concerning 
the faith of Chrift. But the Chriftian heroes, 
whofe commiffion was fromran higher power than 
any on earth, flighting this interdiét, and all 
their threats, made aniwer, ‘* That, fince they 
« had received a command from heaven, to de- 
«© clare to all nations what they had heard or 
< feen, it was certainly their duty to obey God 
«© rather than them.” This was a fair appeal to 
the confciences of their very judges; but their 
judges, inftead of being fatisfied with ic, would 

robably have proceeded to fome greater vio- 
fence: had not the people’s veneration for the 
apoftles put a reftraint upon their malice. All, 
therefore, that they dared to do was, to repeat 
and enforce their menaces; having done which, 
they ordered them to be difcharged. 

As foon as the two apoftles were difmiffed, they 
returned with great joy to their brethren, who, 
with infinite fatisfaétion, heard the report of all 
that had paffed. They then unanimoufly glo- 
rified God, who, by his holy prophet David, had 
foretold what was now come to pafs; that the 
Jews fhould oppofe Chrift, fay falfe things of 
him, deny and crucify him firft, and, when God 
had raifed him from the dead, oppofe the preach- 
ing of him; that the princes and governors, 
Herod and Pontius Pilate, fhould combine a- 
gainft him, and the rulers fhould, in council, 
endeavour to fupprefs the propagation of his 
dotrine. And now Lord, faid they, bebcld thei) 
threatenings ; and grant unto thy fervants, that 
sith all boldnefs they may fpcak thy word, by 
firetching forth thine hand to heal; and that figns 
and wonders may be done by the name of thy hal; 
child Fefus. No fooner had they concluded their 
prayer than the houfe in which they were was 
ihaken with a mighty wind, in ke manner as 
it had been before on the day of Pentecoft ; 
whereupon they were inftantly replenifhed with 
frefh meafures of the Holy Gholt, and, nor- 
withftanding all the threats of the Jewith rulers, 
found themiclves invigorated io preach the Gof- 
pelof Chrift wich moic boldnels and rcfolution 
than ever. 

The charity, at this time, among believers, 
was very large and extenlive. Such as had hou- 
fes, or poffeifions of anv kind, fold them, and 
depolitcd the money in the hands of the apoftles, 
to be by then diflributcd, in due proportions, 
nccording to the neceflities of their brethren, 
This a certain Levite, (a native of Cyprus, called 
Jofes, but, by the apottles, furnamed Barnabas, 
or the Son of Coifslation) did with great readi- 
nefs and finglenets of heart, felling the eftate of 
which he was poffeffed, and giving the whole 
Produce to the apoftles. In imitation of this 
good man, one Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, 
refolved to devote all they bud to the fervice of 
the church; in confequence of which they fold 
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7. 
‘their eftate, but afterwards altering their minds 
jointly agreed to keep fome part of the monry, in- 
tending thereby to impofe upon the apuitles. 
Ananias going firftinto the prefence of the apo 
tles, with great affurance, and fe-ning cheer~ 
fulnefs, produced the money, and laid it at their 
feet. But Peter, who; by {3ivine infpiration, 
knew the cheat, in a holy indionatien and ab- 
herrence of fo vile an aét of facrilege, repre- 
hended him in words to this eifvét: «* Tlow, O 
“© Ananias, hath Satan perfusted thee thus to 
attempt to deceive the Hoty Gholt, in pur- 
Joining part of that which thou hadi confe- 
crated to God's fervice, and the ute of his 
church? Before thy land was fold, was it not 
wholly thine? And when it was fold, didft 
thou not receive the full price for ir? Was 
ic not then in thy full power to perform thy 
vow?) Thy iniquitous conduct in concealing 
a part of the money is not only an injury to 
the church, bur to God, who knew thy pri- 
vate vow, that it was con{ecrating of all, and 
not this part only which thou hail brought to 
us.” Thefe piercing words, together with 
the horrors of confcious guilt, fo impreffed the 
mind and heart of Ananias, that he fell down 
dead on the foot, to the great attonifhment and 
terror of all prefent; and his body was inme- 
diately taken away for interment. About three 
hours after his wife Sapphira went to the affem- 
bly, not in the leati fufpecting what had happencd 
to her facrilegious confort. Peter afked ter 
whether the fum which her hufband had broughe 
was the whole for which their eftate wes fold. ‘fo 
this fhe enfwered in the affirmative ; von which 
Peter reprchended her in words to this effect: 
«© }Yow durlt you both combine to provelke God, 
to try whether he will punifh this your impious 
frand, or not? That you may fee how hrrhly 
God refents your facrilegious intentions, be- 
hold the men are coming in, wha lowe buries t 
your dead hufband, and now they fhall do as 
much for you.” No fooner had he fpolen 
thefe words than Sapphira fell dead ac his feer, 
and the fame perfons that had buried Anania, 
carried her out from the afiennbly, and haid her 
by him. Vhefe remarkable inttances of the 
Divine wrath tilled all the converts with fear and 
trembling, and prevented, in a great. medfure, 
that hypocrify and diffimulation by which others 
might have flattered themifelves with deceiving 
the church. 

Miracles of feverity were not, however, much 
practifed by the apoftles. Acts of mercy were 
their proper province, and healing the difeafed 
and freeing the poffejfed, a great part of their em- 
ployment. In the execution of this bufinels the 
Divine power fo far attended them, that even 
the fhadow of Peter paffing by cured the fick, 
who, in the open ftreets were laid on beds and 
couches, on purpofe to receive the benerit of his 
falutary influence. Nor were thefe marvellous 
cures confined to the inhabitants of Jerufalem 
only, but the people of feveral neighbouring 
towns and villages brought thicher their fick, 
their lame, and pafefe./, all of whom were, by 
the apoftles, relieved from their refpective infir- 
mities. 

The fame of thefe cures, and the great a 
cefs 
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cefs which Chriftianity gained by the miracles 
and preaching of the apoftles, reaching the ears 
of the high-prieft, and Tome others of the San- 
hedrim (who were of the fect of the Sadducees) 
they were highly incenfed againft the apoftles, 
and therefore caufed them to be apprehended, 
and thrown into the common prifon. Burt that 
very night they were releafed from their confine- 
ment, Vhe prifon-doors, though fattened with 
the utmoit caution, opened of themfelves at the 
approach of a meflenger from the courts of hea- 
ven, who commanded the apoftles to leave the 
dunrcon, repair to the tempic, and preach the 
elaa tidings of the Gofpel to the people. 

Farly the next morning the council again af- 
fernbled, and, thinking the apoftles were in tafe 
cuftody, difpatched their officers to the priton, 
with orders to bring them immediately before 
them. The officcrs accordingly went to obey 
their orders, but, behold, when they came to 
the prifon, they could not find the apofiles. In 
confeguence of this they returned to the council, 
telling them, that the doors of the prifon were 
fhut, indeed, and the keepers all upon their 
euard, but as for the perfuns whom they were 
jent for, there wes not one of them to be found. 
Vhis intelligence greatly furprized the council, 
who wondered how tt could be, that, the prifon 
boise Phat, aud che euard at che doors, the pri- 
foners Hiowtd Bat while they were in 
this flare of perplexity a meffeneer arrived with 
news, thatthe men, whom they had the night 
betore cormmmitted to prifon, were then in the 
temple, preaching and inilructing the people. 
In confequenee of this the captain of the guard, 
with fome other officers, immediately went to 
the temple, and entreated the apotlles to go be- 
fore the council, not daring to offer any violence 
to them. ise "ar of being ftoned by the people. 

Ae igen as tie apollles appeared before their 
Sebuah priett demanded haw they durtt 
prefuay ty preach a dodtrine, which fo lirely had 
Peor interdited theny? Vo which Perer, in the 
mune of the reft, returned them an anivver to 
musefect:  & Wecertainly ought to obey God 
‘Crather chan man. And though you have fo 
‘ contumehoully treated the 
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* barbaroutly and 
Bicfied Poius, ver God hath raited bin up to 
bea prince end Saviour, to give both repenr- 
ranifien of fins. And of thefe dings 
beth we, and che muracuious power which the 
Plofy Ghote hath conferred on all Chriitians, 
are witnetics. | 

This anfwer greatly exafperated the council, 
and they bepan to ccnfule among thenifelves in 
viat mianner they thould punifh them. Their 
Hinit retelution was, to put them to death, but 
this wes over-ruled by the wile advice of a cer- 
rain Phariice, naned Gamaliel, aman of the molt 
diftinguifhed reputation, and univerfally — ref- 
pected. After ordering the apoitles to withdraw, 
ne adviied the council to proceed in the affair 
with great caution, leit bad confequences might 
attend their revolutions. Hfe told them that le- 
veral perfons had formerly raifed parties, and 
drawn great numbers of people after them ; but 
that all their fchemes had mifcarried, and their 
defigns rendered abortive, without the interpo- 
fition of that court. That they would, there- 
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fore, do well to let the apoftles alone ; for if. 
their doctrines and defigns were of human in- 
vention, they would come to nothing; but if 
they were of God, all their powers and policies. 
would be of none effect, and fad experience 
would tco foon convince them, that they had 
themfelves oppofed the counfels of the Molt 
High, 

‘This fpeech fo far diverted the indignation of 
the council, that they changed the fentence (at firlt 
defigned againft the apoftles lives) into a corpo- 
ral punifhment. They therefore, after remanding 
them into court, ordered them to be immediately 
fcourged, which being done, they ftri¢tly charged 
them not to preach any more in the name of 
Jefus, and, with this charge, gave them their 
liberty. 

But this punifhment and injunction had little 
effeét on the difciples of the Bleffed Jefus. They 
returned home in triumph, rejoicing that they 
were thought worthy to fuffer in fo righteous a 
cause, and to undergo fhame and reproach for fo 
kind and powerful a Mafter. Nor could all the 
oppofition of man, blended with the malice of 
the power of darknefs, difcourage them from 
performing their duty to God, or Ieffen their 
zeal for preaching, both in public and private, 
the doctrine of the Gofpel. 

Vhe great increafe of believers, and the ready 
acccfs to the common fund for the relief of the 
poor, made the inftitution of an other order of 
men in the Chriftian church highly neceffary. 
Among the great number of converts were fome 
Jews, who, by having been long in foreign 
countries, had ditufed the Hebrew, and fpoke 
enly the Grecian tongue, fo that they were con- 
fidercd by the comtion Jews as if they had been 
forcigners. ‘Thefe people complained to the 
apeftles, that, in the diflribution of the charity- 
money, an undue preference was given to the 
Ficbrew widows, whilft theirs were too frequent- 
ly negledled. In confequence of this complaint 
the apolles allembled together the whole multi- 
tude of their difciples, when Peter, in the name 
of the reft, addreffed them in words to this ef- 
fect: “ Iris not reafonable that we fhould ne- 
s¢ elect the preaching of the Gotpel, by undcr- 
taking the care of looking atter the poor. 
Thercfore, brethren, do you nominate to us 
feven men, who have fhewn themfelves to be 
faithful, trufty perfons, eminent among you for 
wifdom, and other good gifts, that we may ap~ 
point (that is, confecrate or ordain) to the office 
of Deacons in the church, and entruft them with 
the care of diftributing to thofe who want out 
of the public ftock. In the choice of theie, 
let it be obferved, that they be perfons well 
verfed in the knowledge of Divine matters, 
that they may give affiftance to, us occalion- 
ally in preaching the word, and receiving pro- 
felytes to the faith by Baptifm, And by thele 
means we fhall be lefs interrupted in our daily 
employment of praying, and preaching the 
Golpel.” 

This propofal was highly fatisfactory to the 
whole aifembly, who immediately nominated 
feven perfons, namely, Stephen, Philip, Procho- 
rus, Nicancr, Timon, Pharmenas, and Nice- 
las. Thefe feven they prefented to the twelve 

apofties, 
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apoftles, who; by prayer, and laying their. hands , 
on them, ordainéd thémi to the office of deacons*. 
Of thefe feven, the’ moft eminenc. for the gifts 
and ‘giaces of ‘the Efoly Spirit was Stephen, :H 

preached the’ Gofpel with a noble courage and- 
refolution, and confirmed it with many public 
and unqueftionable miracles among the people, 
infomuch, that by his méans the Chriftien reli-: 
gion gained ground abundantly. Cenverts came. 
in apace ; and great numbers of the priefts them- 
felves laid afide their préjudices and embraced 
the Gofpel. : So 4 ah 

The great zeal of Stephen for propagating the: 
Gofpel, and the fuccefs that attended his endea- 
vours, foon’ awakened the malice of his adver- 
faries, who procured fome members + of the 
moft learned fynagogues, then in Jerufalem, to 
difpute with him. But, when they found their 
difputants baffled, and unable to_withftand thé 
force of thofe arguments with which the Divine 
wifdom had infpired Stephen, they betook them- 
feives to vile practices. Waving procured fome 
profligate men to accufe him of bilafphemy, they 
caufed him to be apprehended, and, in a tumul- 
tuous manner, took him before the Sanhedrim, 
in order to obtain a formal fentence againft 
him. 

While Stephen ftood before the council, the 
judges, and all the people then prefent, beheld 
a luftre and radiancy in his countenance, not 
unlike the appearance of an angel. This, how- 
ever, did not fo far intimidate the Sanhedrim 
as to prevent them from liftening to the accu- 
fation of the falfe-witneffes, who charged him 
with blafphemy, in foretelling the deftruction of 
the temple, andthe change of the Mofaic rites 
and cerernonies. This man (faid they) cea/eth not 
to [peak blafphemous words againft this holy place 
and the law. For we bave keard bim fay, “fefus 
of Nazareth foall deftroy this place, and foall 
change the cuftoms which Mofes delivered us.. 

The high-prieft, having heard the accufation 
againft Stephen, afked him, whether or not he 
was guilty of thus prophefying the deftruction 
of the cemple, and change of the Jewith reli- 
gion? In anfwer to this queftion, Stephen made 





* The names of thefe feven deacons are all of Greek 
extraét, from whence we may infer, that, very probably, 
trey were all natives of Greece, and that, confequently, by 
their defignation, the church was defirous to give full fatis- 
faion to the complaint of thofe, whofe widows had been 
before negledted, Of the two firft of thefe, viz, Stephen 
and Philip, the facred hiftory has given us a fufficient ac- 
count, but of the reft we have nothing certain, except we 
will admit of what the Lacins tell us of Prochorus, viz. that 
on the gth of Auguft he fuffered martyrdom at Antioch, af- 
ter having made himfelf famous for his miracles: of Nica- 
nor, that on the soth of January he fuffered in the Ifle of 
Cyprus, afters having given great demonitrations of his faith 
and virtue: of ‘Timon, that on the sgth of April, he was 
firft thrown into the fire, and, when he had miraculoufly 
efciped from thence, he was fixed upon a crofs at Corinth : 
of Parmeénas, thaton the 23d of January he fuffered at Phi- 
lippi, in Macedonia: and of Nicolas, that, either by de- 
fica or indiferetion, he gave rife to the infamous fect of Ni- 
colaitans, and therefore no Chriftian church has ever yet paid 
any honour to his memory. - Ee: 

tis there were people of all nations, profelytes to the 
Jewith religion, dweiling at Jerufalem, is is realonable to 
‘magine, that they had fynagogues, or places appointed for 
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From.the Afcenfion of Curisr, to the full Eftablifement :of Gbr ifianity. 
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a:.wery-.grave and fevere ‘oration, the fubftance 
of which was tothe following effect : 

. .)f€,JHlgarken ,unto me; -ye defeendants of Ja- 
gob; the Almighty, whole glory is from _ever- 


_dafting;..appeared: §o our ,father Abraham, before 


_he fojourned-in Ghagran, even while he dwelt irf 


Mefopotamia, , commanding him to leave his 
country and relations, and retire into a land which 
he would fhew him.;,- 

«¢ Abraham obeyed the. Divine mandate ; he 
left the'Jand of the Chaldeans and pitched his 
tent in Charran; from whence, after his father 


was dead, he removed into Ganaan; even the 


and, you now inhabit; but he gave him no in- 
heritance:in this country, not even fo much as 
to fet his foot upon: He promifed, indeed, he 
would give it him fora poffeffion, which fhould 
defcend to his pofterity, though at this time he 
had no child. ; Se Fn 

, “ God alfo indicated to him that his feed. 
fhould fojourn in a ftrange land; the people of 
which fhould make them bondmen and treat them 
cruelly. four hundred years. After which, he 
would judge that nation, bring out his people 
who fhould ferve him in this place, as an earneft 
of which; he gave him the covenant of circum- 
cifion ; and afterwards a fon whom Abraham cir- 
cumcifed thé eighth day, calling his name Ifaac; 
who begat Jacob; and Jacob begat the twelve 
patriarchs. al 

« But thefe, moved with envy, fold their bro- 
ther Jofeph into Egypt, where the Ali ivaty 
proteéted him, delivered him from all his aflic- 
tions, indued him with wifdom,; and gave him. 
favour in the fight of Pharaoh, the monarch of 
Egypt, who made him governor both of his 
houfe and kingdom. 

“© Soon after this exaltation of Jofeph, the 
countries of Egypt and Canaan were alllicted 
with a terrible famine, and our fathers found no 
fuftenance either for themfelves or Mocks. Buc 
as foon as Jacob heard the welcome tidings, that 
there was corn in Egypt, he fent our fathers thi- 
ther to purchafe bread for the people of his 
houfhold. And in their fecond journey thither, 
Jofeph made himfelf known to his brethren, and 

alio 





prayer, for hearing the Jaw, and pious exhortations in their 
own languages. ‘The Jews tell us, that there were no lefs 
than four hundred and eighty of thefe in Jerufalem, which 
were fo many inferior churches, and fubordinate to the tem- 
ple, as their cathedral. Thefe fynagogues very probably 
were built, and maintained by the feveral nations, or de- 
grees of people that reforted to them, and from thefe they 
had their names, as the Synagogue of Libertines. i.e. of 
fuch as were Denizens of Rome, of the Cyrenians, the Alex- 
andrians, &c. But it is to be obferved of thefe fynagogucs, 
that they were not only places of religious worthip, but a 
fort of colleges, or fchools likewife, where perfons were in- 
Rruéted in the law and traditions of the Jews. The Jews 
at this time ‘were difperfed in feveral foreign parts, and 

from thefe they fent their youth to Jerufalem to be edu- 

cated in the fynagogue, or college, peculiar to their refpec- 

tive countries. St. Paul was of the province of Cilicia, and, 

as it is reafonable to think that he ftudied in a college, ei- 

ther belonging to the country where he was born, or proper 

to his quality, as a freeman of Rome; there feems to bs 
no incongruity in fuppefing, thathe might poffibly be one, 

either of thofe Libertine, or Cilician difputants, who cn: 

tered the lifts with Sc. Ste-hen. 
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alfo informed Pharaoh of “his céuntty and rela- 
tions. After which Jofeph’s father, ‘with his 
-whole houfe, confifting 6f threefoord ara lfitteen: 
fouls, went down into Egypt, where Both Ja-. 
cob and our fathers died, ‘and? were! carried to, 
Sychem, and depofited ii“the fepulctire pur-' 
chafed of the fons’ of Emmor, the: father of. 
Sychem. , : 

«« But as the time for fulfilling the proimtfe: 
‘made to Abraham approached, the Penile mul-| 
tiplied in Egypt, till another king arofe,’ who, 


was not acquainted with the merits of Jofeph,' 


‘and the great things he had done for that-coun-' 
try. This prince ufed our fathers with cruelty, 
and artfully attempted to deftroy all the male 
children. At this time Mofes was born, and 
being exceeding fair, was nourifhed three months 
in his father’s houfe: but as it was dangerous to 
conceal him there any longer, he was hid among 
the flags on the bank of the river; when the 
daughter of Pharaoh found him, and educated 
him as her own fon. 

«© Thus Mofes became acquainted with all the 
learning of Egypt, and was mighty both in word 
and deed: but when he was forty years old he 
thought proper to vifit his brethren, the chil- 
dren of Ifrael: and feeing an Egyptian fmite an 
Hebrew, he affifted the fuffering perfon, and flew 
the Egyptian; fuppofing that his brethren would 
have been perfuaded that from his hand, with 
the affiftance of the Almighty, they might ex- 
pect deliverance ; but they conceived no hopes 
of this kind. 

« Vhe next day he again vifited chem, and 
fecing two of them ftriving together, he endea- 
voured to make them friends: Ye are brethren, 
faid he to them, why do ye injure one another? 
‘But he who did his neighbour wrong, inftead of 
liftening to his advice, thruft him away, faying, 
By what authority art thou a judge of our ac- 
tions ? wilt thou kill meas thou didft the Egyp- 
tian, yelterday ? 

“ Mofes, at this anfwer, fled from Egypt, and 
fojourned in the land of Media, where he begat 
two fons. And at the end of forty years, the 
angel of the L.ord appeared unto him in the wil- 
dernefs of Mount Sinai, out of the middle of a 
bufh burning with fire: this was a fight which 
furprized Mofes; and as he drew near to view 
more attentively fo uncommon a thing, God 


called unto him, faying, I am the God of thy | 


fathers, the God of dbrabam, the God of Lfaac, 
and tke Ged of Jaco. At which Mofes trem- 
bled, and turned afide his face. But the Lord 
faid to him, Lut off thy foces from thy feet, for 
the place wkere thou ftandef? is holy ground, I buve 
long feen tke affiictions of my people which are in 
Egypt; I have beard their cries, and am now de~ 
feended from bewven to deliver them. Come, tke: e~ 
fore, I will fend tkee into Egypt. 

« Vhus was that Mofes whom they refufed 
fent by God to be ruler and deliverer by the hand 
of the angel who appeared to him in the bufh. 
‘Accordingly he brought them out after he had 
shewed figns and wonders in the land of Egypt, 
in the Red fea, and in the wildernefs, forty years, 
It is this Motes that told our fathers, 4 prophet 
fall the Lerd sur God raife up unto you, and your 
Arethren, lke unto me. Him fhall ye bear. 
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' &- And this'prophet is the fame who was ja 
‘the cfturch:in the witdernefs, with the angel whigh 
dpake unto Moles‘in’ Mount,Sinai, and with, our 
Fathers ¢ the f{ane’ who. received the lively orf- 
‘cles to give ute us: he whom opr fathers would 
not obey, “but ‘thruft him from.them, ‘and were 
defirous of returning to their ftate of bondage ; 
commanding Aaron to make.theni‘gods to go be- 
fore thepi; and pretending that they knew not 
what was'‘becomé of Mofes, who delivered them 
‘from the flavery of Egypt. ‘They now made a 
calf, offered facrifices.to it, and rejoiced ‘ja.the 
work of their own hands. Fram thefe idolatrous 
‘proceedings they loft that Divine protection which 
had hitherto attended them/‘as the prophets have 
recorded. O ye houfes of Ijfrael! have you offered 
unto me flain beafts' and facrifices, by the {pace By fie 
years tn the wilderness ? Yea, ye took up the iarer~ 
nacle of Moloch, andthe ftar of your god Remphan; 
Jigures which ye made to worfhip them: Iwill carry 
you cwway beyond Babylon. 

*¢ Our fathers were poffeffled of the tabernacle 
of witnefs in rhe wildernefs ; being made accord- 
ing to the pattern Mofes had feen in the mount. 
This tabernacle our fathers brought in with Je- 
fus into the poffeffion of the Gentiles, who were 
driven out by the Almighty, till the days of 
David, a favourite of the Moft High, and who 
was defirous of finding a tabernacle for the God 
of Jacob; but Solomon built him an houfe. 

“| We mult not, however, think, that the 
Almighty will refide in temples made with hands, 
as the prophet beautifully obferved, Heaven is 
my throne and earth is my footfooll: what houfe 
ceill ye build me, faith the Lord, or where is the 
place of my ref? Hath not mine band made ail 
thefe things ? 

“ Ye itiff necked, ye uncircumcifed in heart 
and ears, will ye for ever refift the Holy Ghoit? 
Ye tread in the. paths of your fathers; as they 
did, fo do you ftill continue todo. Did not 
your fathers perfecute every one of the prophets? 
did not they May them who fhewed the coming 
of the Holy One, whom ye yourfelves have be- 
trayed and murdered? Ye have received the 
law by the difpofition of angels, but never kept 
Ite? 

This fpeech, but particularly the conclufive 
part of it, incenfed the council to fuch a degree 
againit Stephen, that they made ufe of the mol 
bitter invectives, and refolved to chaftife him by 
no lefs a punifhment than death. But Stephen 
was totally regardlefs of what they faid or did, 
having his mind employed in the delightful 

rofpec&t of heaven, and the appearance of the 
lefied Jefus ftanding at the right hand of God. 
The vifionary profpect of this heavenly fcene fo 
enraptured his foul, that he could not help com- 
municating it to the council. Bel eld, ({aid he) 
I fee the beavens opened, and the Son cof Mam flanc- 
ing at the rivbt band of God. On faying thefe 
words, the refentment of the council againft him 
was fo ungovernably increafed, that, raifing 4 
loud clamour, and ftopping their ears againt 
all cries for mercy, they immediately dragged 
him away without the city, amd ftoned hin © 
death. Whilft Stephen was undergoing this 
punifhment, he firft devoutly recommended hs 
foul to God; and then earneftly prayed for his 
“paurdererss 
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murderers, that the fin they were committing 
might not be laid to their charge; having done 


which he quietly refigned ‘his foul into the hands | 


of Him who gave it.’ His remains were decently 


interred by devout men (profelytes to the Chrif- | 
tian faith) who made great lamentation over | 


him. 2 ; 
_ Among the many that were entaged againft 
Stephen, one particular perfon, who had but too 
great an hand in his death, was a young man of 
Cilicia, named Sau). 
great officioufnefs to have Stephen executed, un- 
dertook to look to the clothes of the witneffes, 
who ufually ftripped themfelves to throw the firft 


ftones (as the Jaw directed) ac the perfon who | 


was to fulfer by their evidence. Not fatisfied 
with this, Saul, out of his paffionate concern for 


the traditions of the antients, and his natural . 


inveteracy, on that account, againft the advo- 
cates for the Gofpel, refolved to perfecute all he 
could who profeffed the new religion. He ac- 
cordingly applied to the Sanhediim for a com- 
miffion for this purpofe, which was no fooner 
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Philip, the deacon, preaches the Gofpel in Samaria with great fucce/s. 


rom the Afcenfion of Curis, to the fuil Efabtijbment of Chr ftianity. 


This perion, out of his. 
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gtanted, than he irnmiediately proceeded to carry 
dt into execution, Haying proper affiftance, he 
broke open houfes, feized upon all who looked 


| like the difciples of Jefus, and unmercifully 


dragged then to prifon, where he caufed them 
to be fcourged, and otherwife ignominioufly pu- 
nifhed, Thefe atts of.cruelty he exercifed where- 
ver he went ; fo that moft of the believers, ex 
cept the apoftles, were forced to leave Jerufalem, 
and difperfe themfelves in the regions of Judea 
and Samaria; Syria and Pheenicia, Cyprus and 
Antioch; &c: . 

In confequence of this; the glad tidings of the 
Gofpel, (which had, till now, been confined to 
Judea; and many profeffors of it obliged to hide 
themfelves in fecret places) was preached to the 
Gentile world, and an antient prophecy was ful- 
filled, which fays, Out of Sion foal! go forth the 
law, and the word of the Lord from Ferufatein. 
Thus did the Almighty bring good out of evil, 
and caufe the malicious intentions of the wicked 
to redound to his honour and praife. 


II. 


One Simon, @ magician, pre- 


tending to become aconveri, is baptized by Philip. The apoftles, hearing of Philip's fuccefs in Sa» 


maria, fend Peter and Fohn thither to confirm his do€trine. 


Simon the moxzician offers the apoftles 


money toinveft him with the power of working miracles; but Peter, knowing the iniquity cf his heart, 


inftead of complying with bis requeft, feverely rebukes him. 
Philip converts an eunnch belonging to the quecn of Ethiopia. 
the great perfecutor of the profelytes in Fudea. 
the inbabitants feek his life, but he happily makes his efcape. 
Proceeds from thence ta Tarfus, and preaches the Gefpel in Ciliia and Sy vid. 


received by the apoftles. 


Peter vifits various parts of Fudea, Galilee and Samaria. 
Js fent for by Cornelius, a Roman officer, whom be con- 
He returns to Ferufalem, and is cenfured by the Fewi/h converts 
He juftifies bis condud on this head, aud acquits bimyelf 


and raifes a dead cvoman t6 life at Sfoppa. 
certs, with feveral other Gentiles. 
there for bis familiarity with the Gentiles. 
with fatisfastion to bis hearers. 


MONG thofe who filed from Jerufalem in 

confequence of the violent perfecution by 
Saul, was Philip the deacon, the next in order 
after Stephen. He directed his courfe towards 
Samaria, preaching the Gofpel at various places 
in his way, and at length took up his refidence 
in that city. His labours here were crowned 
with fuccefs ; he confirmed the doctrine he 
preached by the performance of many diftin- 
guifhed miracles, and in a fhort time, was at- 
tended by a prodigious number of converts. “In 
the city lived a perfon named Simon, who, by 
his forcery and magical arts, had fo ftrangely 
gained the veneration of the people, that they 
confidered his diabolical illufions as real opera- 
tions of the power of God. Simon, feeing great 
numbers of his admirers fall off from him, and 
embrace the dottrine preached by Philip, pre- 


Peter and Yokn return to Ferufalem, 
The miraculous converfion of Sau’, 
He preaches the Gofpel at Damafcus, for which 
He goes to Ferufalem and is kindly 


Cures one Mineas of a paralytic diferdr, 


tended to be a convert I:kewife, and (in hopes of 
obtaining fome fhare of the miraculous gifts, 
which he could not but admire in Philip) was 
baptized by him with fome others who had em- 
braced the doétrine of Chrift. : 

The great fuccefs which attended Philip at 
Samaria being made known to the apoftles at 
Jerufalem, they fent Peter and John to confer 
the gifts of the Holy Ghoft on the new converts. 
Simon, the magician, perceiving that a power 
of working miracles was confequent tg all thofe 
on whom the apoftles laid their hands, offered 
to give them money if they would inveft him 
with alike power. But Peter, knowing the in- 
fincerity of his heart, rejeéted his offer with foot 
and deteftation; and feverely rebuked him fd 
words to this effect: “Thy money (faid the gte 
“ apoftle) peri with thee. As thy heart is ful 
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«« of hypocrify and deceit, thou fhalt never be 
‘¢ invefted with any part of this Divine privilege, 
“* for thy defign in defiring thefe gifts 1s, to ad- 
vance thy own credit and efteem among men, 
«and not to enlarge the kingdom of Chrift. 
«© Repent, therefore, and humble thyfelf before 
God for this wicked and impious propofal, 
‘© that the thoughts of thy heart may be forgiven 
« thee; for I perceive that thy temper and dif- 
© pofition of mind is ftill vicious and corrupt ; 
‘© that thou art yet bound by the chains of ini- 
“© guity, and in a ftate difpleafing to God, and 
“ dangerous to thyfelf.” 

This fevere rebuke from Peter greatly affected 
the mind of Simon: his confcience flew in his 
face, and he earneftly entreated the apoftles to 
make interceffion for him tothe throne of grace, 
that the Almighty might pardon his fins, and 
not infliét on him thofe heavy judgments which 
Peter had intimated were likely to fall on him for 
his enormous tranfgreffions. 

The two apoftles, having confirmed the doc- 
trine preached by Philip in Samaria, left that 
city, and returned to Jerufalem, in their way to 
which they expounded the doétrine of Chrift in 
feveral confiderable villages, and were fo fuccefs-~ 
ful, as to bring over a prodigious number of 
fincere profelytes. 

Soon after Peter and John left Samaria, Philip 
received orders from an heavenly meffenger to 
quit that city, and go Southward into the road- 
which led from Jerufalem to Gaza. Philip im- 
mediately obeyed the Divine mandate ; but he 
had not travelled far before he efpied a chariot 
with a fplendid retinue, which, on enquiry, he 
found belonged to an eunuch, the treafurer of 
Candace, queen of Ethiopia, who being a pro- 
felyte to the Jewifh religion, had been to pay 
his devotions at Jerufalem, and was then upon 
his journey home. When Philip approached the 
chariot he was directed by the Spirtt of God to 
ftop and fpeak to the perfon within it. This he 
accordingly did, and found the treafurer com- 
mendably employed in reading a paffage of the 
prophet Ifaiah. Philip, after apologizing for 
interrupting him, afked if he clearly underftood 
what he was reading; upon which the treafurer 
candidly acknowledged he did not, and befought 
him to get into the chariot and inftruct him. 
Philip readily obeyed, and when he came to ex- 
amine the paffage which had fo much perplexed, 
and engaged the attention of the treafurer, he 
found it to be the following: He was led as 4 
lamb to the flaughter, aid like a foeep dumb be- 
Sore tke fhearer be opened not his mouth; in bis 
humiliation bis judgment was taken away, and 
whe fhall declare kis generation? For bis life was 
taken from the earth, This text thetreafurer de- 
fired Philip to explain, afking him, whether the 
prophet fpoke this of himfelf, or of fome other 
perfon? Philip took this opportunity of preach- 
ing to him the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift, and clear- 
ly pointed out to him that not only the fenfe of 
the paffage in queftion, but likewife feveral others 
in the antient prophets, was fully accomplifhed 
in his perfon, and the tranfactions that had taken 
place during his ftay on earth. 

- While Philip was expounding the doétrine of 
Chrift to the Ethiopian, they happened te come 
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to a piece of water by the road fide; upon which 
the eunuch faid, See bere is water; what doth 
hinder me to be baptized? Philip faid, If thou 
believeft with all thine beart, thou mayeft..° And be 
anfwercd and faid; I believe that Fefus Chrift is the 
Scn of God: “On this the eunuch ordered ‘the 
chariot to ftop, and both getting out -and enter- 
ing the-water, Philip performed on him the’ ce- 
remony of baptifin. nd when they were come 
up outof the waters the Spirit of the Lord caught 
away Philip; that the eunuch faw him nomore: and 
Le went on his way rejoicing. But Philip was found 
at Azotus: and paffing through be preached in all 
the cities, till ke came to Cefarea, A&ts viii, 39, 40. 

In the mean time Saul was very active in per- 
fecuting the believers of Chrift in Jerufalem and 
its neighbourhood ; but fuch was his fiery zeal 
againft the faithful, that he refolved to carry his 
cruelty and refentment ftill farther. He there- 
fore applied to the Sanhedrim, and obtained a4 
commiffion from that court to extend his perfe- 
cution to Damafcus, and to bring fuch believers 
- he might find in that city bound to Jerufa- 
em. 

Saul, pleafed with the horrid power with which 
he was invefted by the Sanhedrim, left Jerufa- 
lem, and profecuted his journey towards Da- 
mafcus, being fully refolved to execute his com- 
miffion with the ftricteft feverity. But it was the 
Divine will, in mercy to him as well as thofe he 
went to perfecute, to fruftrate his intentions. 
When he came near Damafcus, a refulgent light, 
far exceeding the brightnefs of the fun, darted 
upon him, at which he was greatly amazed and 
confounded, falling, together with his horfe, 
proftrate on the ground. This light was ac- 
companied with a voice, in the Hebrew language, 
faying, Saul, Saul, why perfecutefp thou me? Yo 
which Saul replied, be art thou, Lord? He 
was immediately anfwered, I am Yefus whom theu 
perfecuteft. Jtis hard for thee ta kick againf? the 
pricks. As if he had faid, ‘** All thy atrempts 
to extirpate the faith in me will prove abortive, 
and, like kicking againft the fpikes, wound and 
torment thyfelf.” 

Saul was now fufficiently convinced of his folly 
in acting againft Jefus, whom he was now aifured 
to be the true Meffiah. He therefore, trembling 
with fear, faid, Lord, what wilt thou have ne to 
do? On which a voice replied, rife, and go 
into the city, and it fhall be told thee what thou 
muft do. "Thofe who accampanied Saul were 
ftruck with fear and amazement, wondering that 
they fhould hear a voice, and yet fee no man 
fpeak, whilft Saul himfelf was fo dazzled and 
overpowered by the light, that he quite loft his 
eye-fight. His companions, therefore, led him 
by the hand into the city of Damafcus, where he 
continued three. days totally blind, nox did he, 
in the whole time, take the Jea!t refrefhment. 

At this ume there dwelt in the city a certain 
difciple named Ananias, whom the Lord, ina 
vifion, commanded to go and find out one Saul 
of Tarfus (then lodging at the houfe of one Ju- 
das, a Jew) and, by laying his hands on him, 
toremove his blindnefs. Ananias was ftartled at 
the name of the man, and, to excufe himfelf, 
alledged his violent perfecutions of the. church, 


and with what a wicked intent he was.then come 
0 
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to Damafcus. But to this the yilion told him; 
that he was appointed; by the Divine Being; to 
be a powerful inftrument in the propagation’ of 
the Gofpel, both among the Jews and Gentiles; 
and that, how much foever he had perfecuted 
Chriftianity heretofore, he was now to become a 
zealous defender of it, and even to die in tefti- 
mony of its truth. 

Encouraged with this affuirance, Ananias re- 
paired to the houfe where Saul was, and; laying 
his hands on him, delivered a meffage to this 
effet: “ That the Lord Jefus, who had ap- 
“ peared to him in his journey, had fent him 
«« not only to reftore his eye-fight, but likewife 
«< to beftow upon him the gifts and graces of 
«“< the Holy Spirit, fuch as might qualify him 
« for the miniftry to which he was then ap- 
* pointed.” No fooner had Ananias finifhed 
his fpeech, than thick films, like feales, fell from 
Saul’s eyes, and he received his fight; imme- 
diately after which he was baptized, and conti- 
nued fome days with the difciples at Damafcus, 
preaching in the fynagogues, and proving that 
Jefus was the Meffiah. 

After ftaying fome time at Damafcus, Saul re- 
tired into the neighbouring parts of Arabia Pe- 
trea, where he firft planted the Gofpel ; and, in 
the beginning of the next year, returned to Da~- 
mafcus. Here he applied, with the utmoft affi- 
duity, to the great work of the miniftry, preach- 
ing Chrift daily in the fynagogues, and confuting 
al] thofewho argued againit his doétrine. He 
was, indeed, remarkably zealous in his preach- 
ing, and bleffed with a very extraordinary me- 
thod of reafoning, whereby he undeniably proved 
the fundamental points of Chriftianity. This 
irritated the Jews to the higheft degree ; and at 
length, after about three years continuance in 
the city, they found means to prevail on the 
governor of Damafcus to have him apprehended, 
and confined. But they knew it would be 
difficult to take him, as he had fo many friends 
in the city: they therefore kept themfelves in 
continual watch, fearching all the houfes where 
they thought he might conceal himfelf, and like- 
wife obtained a guard from the governor, to at- 
tend the different gates of the-city, in order to 
prevent his efcape. In this diftrefs his Chriftian 
friends were far frem deferting him: they tried 
every method that offered to procure his efcape; 
burt finding it impoffible for him to pafs through 
either of the gates of the city, they let him 
down from one of their houfes in a bafket over 
the wall, by which means the cruel defigns of 
his enemies were rendered abortive. 

Saul, having thus efcaped from his malicious 
perfecutors in Damafcus, repaired to Jerufalem, 
where, at firft, he was but cooly received among 
many of the dilciples. ‘They were not infenfible 
of his former conduét, and were therefore doubt- 
ful of the fincerity of his heart, till at length 
Barnabas, who was privy to the circumftances 
that had attended him both before and after his 
Converfion, introduced him to the apoftles, and, 
having clearly related to them every particular 
that had paffed, they admitted him into their 
communion. He continued fome time at Jeru- 
alem, during which he preached. with great 
boldnefs to the people; and his fermons were 
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fo powerful, arid difputations with his opponents 
fo unanfwerable, that they, like the Jews at Da- 
mafcus; formed defigns againft his life. But as 
foon as this was known to the brethren, they con- 
ducted him to Cefarea; from whence he fet fail 
to his own city Tarfus; and continued, for fome 
years; preaching the Gofpel with great fuccefs 
in various parts of Cilicia and Syria: 

The church, at this time, was free from per- 
fecution, and flourifhed exceedingly; upon 
which- Peter took the opportunity of making a 
general vifitation to all the reformed places in 
Judea, Galilee and Samaria. In his progrefs he 
arrived at a town called Lydda, where he cured 
one /Eneas of a paralytic diforder; which had 
confined him to his bed for eight years ; and from 
this miracle all the inhabitants of Lydda (as 
well as a neighbouring town called Saron) were 
prevailed on to embrace the dottrine of Chrift. 


-From Lydda he was entreated by two meffen- 


gers to go over to Joppa, a noted port abvut 
fix miles diftant, on account of one Tabitha, a 
Chriftian woman, venerable for her piety and 
diffufive charity, who was lately dead. Peter 
complied with the requeft of the meffengers, and 
immediately accompanied them to Joppa: On 
his arrival at the houfe he found the body in an 
upper chamber ready prepared for interment, 
and furrounded by a number of mournful wi- 
dows, who fhewed him the coats and garments 
wherewith fhe had cloathed them, the monu- 
ments of her Jiberality. They durft not, how- 
ever, requeft him toraife her from the dead, but 
by their tears, and great commendations of her 
charity, fufficiently teftified their wifhes that he 
would do it. Peter was not infenfible of their 
meaning, and was willing to grant what he knew 
would give them general fatisfaétion. Having, 
therefore, ordered them to withdraw, he firit 
knelt down, and prayed for fome time, with 
great fervency ; after which, turning himielf co 
the body, he faid, Tabitha, arife. Upon this, 
the good woman inftantly opened her eyes, and 
Peter, taking her by the hand, raifed her up, 
and prefented her alive to her friends and-rela- 
tions. This miracle gained Peter a prodigious 
number of converts, and encouraged him, for a 
confiderable time, to continue his abode at Jop- 
pa, during which he refided in the houfe of one 
Simon a Tanner. 

During his ftay at Joppa, he one day retired 
to the top of the houfe, about noon, to pray. 
After he had .finifhed his devotions he found 
himfelf hungry, and called for meat; but, while 
the people were preparing his dinner, he fell 
afleep, and beheld, in a vifion, a large fheet, or 
table-cloth, let down, as it were, by the four 
corners from heaven, wherein were creatures of 
all kinds, clean and unclean; and, at the fame 


‘time, a voice faid to him, Arife, Peter, kil aud 


eat. But the apoftle, being tenacious of the 
rites and inftitutions of the Mofaic law, declared 
his averfion to fuch a proceeding; upon which 
the voice rejoined, that what God had pronounced 
clean, he ought by no means to account common 
orunclean. This reprefentation was made to 
him three feveral times, after which the theet 

was taken up, and the vifion difappeared. 
When Peter awoke he could not help feri- 
ke vully 
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oufly refleéting on the vifion he had beheld; and 
while he was wondering within himfelf what 
might be the event, he was interrupted by three 
moeffengers; who, knocking at the gate, defired 
to fpeak with him. They were accordingly ad-. 
mitted, and as foon as they faw Peter they ac- 
quaintéd him with their bufinefs, which was to 
the following purport: ‘¢ That Cornelius, a 
«© Roman, captain of a company in the Italian 
« Legion *, then at Cefarea, a perfon of emi- 
‘© nent virtue, piety and charity, had, by an 
«© immediate command from God, fent to him, 
« begging thathe would return with them to 
«© give hin fome inftruétions on fo important 
«© and fingular an occafion.”” Peter detained the 
mefiengers that night ; but the next day he fet 
out with them, accompanied by fome of his bre- 
thren, and the day following arrived at Cefarea. 

Cornelius, being in expectation of his coming, 
had invited his friends and relations to his houfe, 
and as foon as Peter entered, he fell down at his 
feet to worfhip him : but the apoftle, rejecting 
that honour as being due to God alone, raifed him 


up, and then told the company, “ That though | 
oe 


they muft know it was not lawful for a Jew 
«© ¢o converfe (more efpecially on the duties of 


« religion) with thofe of another nation ; yet,. 


«© fince God had taught him to make no diftinc- 
“¢ tion, he very readily attended their pleafure, 
«© and defired to know the occafion of their fend- 
< ing for him.” 

The reply Cornelius made in anfwer to this 
was to the following effect: ‘ Four days ago, 
*« being fervently employed in the duties of 
<¢ fafling and prayer, an angel from the courts of 
« heaven appeared to me, declaring that my 
«© prayers and alms were Come up as as memo- 
« yjal before the throne of the Moft High ; and 
« atthe fame time ordered me to fend to Joppa 
& for one Simon Peter, who ladged in the houfe 
« of a Tanner near the fea-fide, and would give 
<© aye farther information in the myfteries of fal- 
“© vation. Accordingly I made no hefitation to 
« obey the heavenly meflenger: I fent immedi- 
«ately for thee and now thou art come, and we 
«¢ are met together, I defire to hear what in- 
« {truétions thou haft to communicate.” 

From this relation of the Roman officer Peter 
delivered a difcourfe to the affembly, which he 
began bydeclaring, ‘ that he perceived plainly 
«© God had made no diftinétion of perfons and 
‘© people, but that the pious and godly of all 
«< hations, were to meet with acceptance. He 
“© told them, that peace and reconciliation be- 
<¢ tween God and man was a doéttrine publifhed 
“© by the prophets of old, and, of late, fince the 
« time of John the Baptift, preached through 
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* The Cohort of the Romans, which we call band, was 
a body of infantry, confifting of five hundred men, ten of 
which bands made a legion ; and the mannerin which the 
Romans diftinguifhed and denominated their bands and le- 
gions was very various. Sometimes it was from the order of 
places, and fo they were called the firft or fecond band, ac- 
cording to their rank and precedency ; Sometimés from the 
commanders they were under, as the Auguitan and Claudian 
band, &c. becaufe perfons of that name did lead them : Some- 
times from their own behaviour, as the Vidtrix, the Ferrea, 
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«¢ Galilee and Judea ; that of this peace Jefus 
<< of Nazareth was the only Mediator between 
« God and Man, as appeared by the Divine 
« powers and graces wherewith he was invefted, 
«<.and which he conftantly exercifed in doing 
<¢ good to mankind ; that of his life and actions, 
«© more efpecially of his.Crucifixion by the Jews, 
« and refurreétion from the dead, of his appear- 
<¢ ing to his difciples, and even eating and drink- 
« ing with them after his refurreétion, he and 
«+ the reft of the apoftles were chofen witneffes ; 
« that from him they had received, before his 
« afcenfion, acommand and commiffion to pub- 
« jith to all nations, that he was the perfon, 
«© whom God had ordained to be the Great Judge 
< of the world : that all the prophets, with one 
«* confent, bore witnefs of him; and that whoe- 
<« yer believed in his name would certainly re- 
“ ceive the remiffion of fins.” 

While Peter was thus fpeaking, the Holy 
Ghoft came down upon the whole audience, and 
infpired them with gifts and graces, fitting them 
for feveral conditions in the church. The Jews 
who accompanied Peter, were greatly aftonifhed 
to fee that the gifts of the Holy Ghoft were 
poured upon the Gentiles ; which being obferved 
by Peter, he told them he knew no reafon why 
thofe pertons fhould not be baptized (having re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoft) as well as they. He ac- 
cordingly gave orders that they fhould be bap- 
tized, which being done, he {taid with them fe- 
veral days, in order to confirm them in the Holy 
Faith they had fo happily and earneftly em- 
braced. 

The conduét of Peter on this occafion was con- 
fidered in various lights by the brethren at Je- 
rufalem, who being but lately converted to the 
Chriftian Faith, were zealoufly attached to the 
religious ceremonies of the Mofaic inftitution, 
and therefore moft of them feverely charged Pe- 
ter, on his return to Jerufalem, as being too 
familiar with the Gentiles. How powerful is the 
prejudice of education! The Jews had, for 
many ages, conceived an inveterate hatred to 
the Gentiles, confidering them as perfons not 
approved of by the Almighty, who had chofen the 
Jews for his peculiar people. The law of Moles, 
indeed, enjoined them to be kind to their own na~ 
tion, in preference to all others; and the rites 
and inftitutions of their religion, and the pecu- 
liar form of their commonwealth, rendered them 
very different from the inhabitants of other coun- 
tries : a feparation which in after ages they con- 
traéted into'a much narrower compafs. They were 
alfo tenacioufly proud of their external privileges 
in being the defcendants of Abraham; and 
therefore looked upon the reft of the world as 

reprobates, 


ne 


the conquering, the iron band, &c. by reafon of the great 
valour, which, in fome fharp engagements, thefe had fhewn + 
Sometimes from the countries they were chiefly quartered in, 
as the German and Pannonian Land, &c. and fometimes 
from the parts from whence they were gathered, as this of 
Cornelius, is calted the Italian band, becaufe it was rai-cd, 
outof that country; and was a body of forces well known 
for-their gallantry and great exploits, among the writers of 
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reprobates, refufing to hold any converfation 
with chem, or even to treat them with common 
civility. 

It is therefore no wander that they were highly 
difpleafed with Peter; nar would he, in all pro» 
bability, have been able to have defended his 
conduét in a fatisfaétory manner, had he not been 
charged with a peculiar commiffion from God 
for extending the privileges of the Gofpel to the 
Gentile world. To fatisfy them, however, of the 
propriety of his conduct, he firft gave them a 
plain and minute narrative of the whole affair, 
together with the occafion of it; and then took 
occafion from the whole, to draw this inference: 
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«¢ That, fince God had been pleafed to beftow 
**on thefe Gentiles the fame privileges, and 
*¢ marks of converfion, that he had done on his 
** feleét difciples, it would have been direé dif- 
*¢ obedience in him to the Divine will, had he 
*¢ denied them admiftion into the church, or re- 
* fufed them his inftructions and conver» 
*€ fation.” 

From this reprefentation the whole audience 
were perfectly fatisfied ; and their difpleafure a- 
gainft Peter was turned into praife and thank{- 
giving to God, for having communicated the 
fame mercy to the Gentiles as he had done to the 
Jews; namely, repentance unto life eternal. 





C H A P. 


Barnabas and Saui preach with great fuccefs at Antioch. 


Ill. 


Hered Agrippa, grandfon of Herod the 


Great, perfecutes the Chriftians, and orders Sfames (the brother of Fohn) to be put to death. He 


cafts Peter into prifon, from whence be is miraculonfly releafed by an angel. 
Saul and Barnabas preach the Gofpelin Cyprus, where they convert the governor ; and 
They go from Cyprus to Perga, Pifidia and Lxftra, At 


of Agrippa. 
Saul changes his name to that of Paul. 


The miferable death 


the latter place Paul cures a lame man, from which incident he and Barnabas are reputed as Geds. 
Paul is fioned, but revives and returns to Antioch. He and Barnabas go from thence to ‘fe ufa- 
lem, in order to fettle a matter of controverfy relative to circumcifion. They return to Antioch, 
where he reproves Peter for the impropriety of bis conduG?. Paul and Barnabas difagree, part, and 


Zo different ways. 


FTER the general difperfion which took 
A place in confequence of the martyrdom of 
Stephen, and the perfecutions that followed, fome 
difciples, who were born in Cyprus and Cyrene +, 
having travelled through feveral countries, and 
hitherto preached to the Jews only, at length 
came to Antioch {, where hearing of the con- 
verfion of Cornelius, and others, they applied 
themfelves to the Greeks, who lived in that city, 
and, by the bleffing of God, daily made great 
numbers of converts, Intimation of this being 
yiven to the apoftles at Jerufalem, they difpatched 
one Barnabas, a pious man, and endued with 
many excellent gifts, to aflift the difciples, and 
confirm the believers in that city. 





+ This wasa city of great note, and once of {uch power, 
25 to contend with Carthage for fome pre-eminences. It flood 
on the weftern partsof Lybia, (properly focalled) and, as it 
was the principal city, it fometimes gave the name of Cyre- 
Ratca to the whole country, which by the facred writer is 
Paraphraitically called Lybia about Cyrene, A@s ii. 10. The 
city itfelf is famous in Holy Writ for being the birth-place 
cf that Simon, whom the Jews compelled to bear Our Sa- 
Viour’s Crofs. : 

t This Antioch, (to diftinguith it from fixteen other cities, 
which, in Syria, and other countries, bore that name) was 
frequently called Antiochia Epidaphne, from its neighbour- 
hood to Daphne,a village where the Temple of Daphne ftood. 
dt was built, as fome fay, by Antiochus Epiphanes ; as 
others, by Seleucus Nicanor, the firit king of Syria after A- 


The fiittefs of the Gofpel in fo large a place 
as Antioch, gave great fatisfaction to Barnabas, 
who after continuing there fome time, had ex- 
horted the people to hold faft the poffeffion of 
that faith they had newly embraced, departed 
from thence to Tarfus, in order to find out Saul, 
whom he confidered, from the fame he had heard 
of him, asa neceifary perfon to affift him in fa- 
cilitating the farther promulgation of the Gof- 
pel. Having found out Saul, he returned with 
him, in a fhort time, to Antioch, where, for the 
fpace of a whole year, they daily reforted to the 
moft public places, preaching and expounding 
the doctrine of their Great Mafter; by means of 
which they foon gained over fuch a prodigious 

number 





lexander the Great, in memory of his father Antiochus, 
and was, after that, the royal feat of the kings of Syria. In 
the flourifhing times of the Roman empire it was the ordi- 
nary refidence of the prefcét, or governor of the eaftern pro- 
vinces, and was alfo honoured with the refidence of many of 
the Romanemperors, efpecially of Verus and Valens, who 
{pent here the greateit part of their time. As to its fituation, 
it lay on both fides the river Orontes, about twelves mil_s 
diftant from the Mediterranean Sea; was, in former times, 
adorned with many fumptuous palaces and itarely temples, 
and both by Nature and Art fortified even to admiration; 
but, being taken by the Saracens, and afterwards by the 
Turks, it began to-grow into decay, and has ever fince been 
in a defolate and ruinous condition. 
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number of converts, that in this city the difci- 
ples of Jefus were firft diftinguifhed by the ho- 
nourable name of Chriftians §. 

. The extenfive circulation of the Gofpel at An-- 
tioch opened an intercourfe between the ‘Chrif- 
tians of that city and thofe of Jerufalem. Many 
people reforted from the latter place to the for- 
mer, and among them was one perfon named 
Agabus, who foretold, that there would fhortly 
be a great famine in many parts of the Roman 
empire, which accordingly happened in the 
fourth year of the reign of the emperor Clau- 
dius. In confequence of this prophecy, the 
Chriftians of Antioch determined to make a 
collection for their brethren in Judea, which, on 
the approach of the dearth, they accordingly 
did, and fent it to the elders at Jerufalern by the 
hands of Barnabas and Saul. 

About this time Herod Agrippa (the grand- 
fon of Herod the Great) in order to ingratiate 
himfelfé with the heads of the obftinate Jews, 
railed a moft violent perfecution againft the 
Chriftians, in the commencement of which he 
ordered James, the fon of Zebedee (and brother 
of John) commonly called she Great ||, to be 
put to death. Finding this cruel aét was ac- 
ceptable to the chief priefts and rulers, he refolved 
to extend his cruelty to Peter. He accordingly 
caufed him to be apprehended and put into pri- 
fon, defigning, immediately after the Feaft of 
the Paffover, to bring him forth to the Jews, 
and, if they defired it, to have him executed. 
But the Chriftians were inceffant in their prayers 
to God for his fafety ; nor were their prayers and 
folicitations in vain, Hferod was perfuaded in 
his own mind, that he fhould foon accomplifh 
his defign, and facrifice Peter to the infatiable 
cruelty of the Jews. But the night before this 
intended execution, a meffenger from the courts 
of heaven vifited the gloomy horrors of the dun- 
geon, where he found Peter afleep between two 
of his keepers. The angel raifed him up, and 
taking off his chains, ordered him to gird on 
his garments, and follow him. Peter obeyed, 
and having paffed through the firft and fecond 
watch, they came to the iron gate leading to the 
city, which opened tothem of its own accord. 
The angel alfo accompanied him through one 
of the ftreets, and then departed. On this Pe- 
ter (who had hitherto been confufed, thinking all 
that had paffed was no more than a dream) came 
to himfelf, and perceived that it was no vifion, 
but that his great and beloved Mafter had really 
fent a meffenger from above, and releafed him 
from prifon. He therefore repaired to the houfe 
of Mary, the mother of John, furnamed Mark, 
where feveral difciples were met together, and 
fending up their prayers to heaven for his deli- 


a 


§ Before this they were called among themfelves brethren, 
Saints, difciples, believers, and thofe that called on the name of 
C4rifi; and among their enemies, Galileans, Naxarenes, and 
men of the fe: but now, by the converfion of fo many hea- 
thens, both in Cefa‘ia and Antioch, the believing Jews and 
Gentiles being all made one church, this new name was 
given them, as being more expreflive of their common rela- 
con to Chrift, their great Lord and Mafter. 

{| Heis commonly called she Great to dittinguith him from 
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verance. As he ftood knocking without, a maid- 
fervant of the houfe, named Rhoda, knowing 
his voice, ran in, and acquainted the company 
that Peter was at the door. At firft they would 
not pay any attention to what fhe faid; but on 
her perfifting in the truth of what fhe afferted, 
they ‘concluded that it muft have been his angel. 
Their doubts, however, were foon rernoved by 
the entrance of Peter, at the fight of whom they 
were all greatly aftonifhed. Peter, beckoning 
them to hold their peace, related the whole par- 
ticulars of his miraculous efcape from prifon, 
and, after ordering them to acquaint James, and 
the other brethren, with this good news, with- 
drew himfclf to a place of more retirement and 
fecurity. 

Early the next morning the officers went from 
Herod to the prifon, with orders to bring Peter 
out to the people, who were gathered together 
to behold his execution. But when they came 
to the prifon, they were informed by the keepers 
that Peter had made his efcape. ‘The officers 
immediately returned with this intelligence to 
Herod, who was fo irritared at his being dilap- 
pointed in his wicked defign, that he commanded 
the keepers to be put to death, as fuppofing them 
acceffary to his elcape ; after which he left Je- 
rufalem, and retired to Cefarea. 

While Herod was in Cefarea a mifunderftand- 
ing took place between him and the inhabitants 
of Tyre and Sidon, againft whom he was about 
to declare war. But they, dreading his power, 
(and knowing that in this time of fcarcity their 
country was in a great meafure dependent on He- 
rod’s dominions for its fupport} fent ambafia- 
dors to Blaftus, Herod’s chamberlain, requefting 
him to intercede in their behalf, and, if poffible, 
to bring about an accommodation. ‘Though 
Herod was highly difpleafed with them, yet he 
fo far liftened to his chamberlain as.to appoint a 
day for holding a public conference with the 
ambaffadors; at which time, being dreffed in 
his royal robes, and feated on a throne, he made 
a long harangue onthe occafion, The fawning 
multitude, thinking to ingratiate themfelves in 
his favour, and pleafe the tyrant’s pride with 
flattering applaufe, fhouted out, Jt is the voice 
of @ god, and not of a man. This gratified the 
pride of Herod, who, affuming to himfelf that 
praife which belonged only to God, was in- 
{tantly ftruck by an angel with a mortification in 
his bowels, which, in a fhorttime, put a period 
to his exiftence. 

The tyrant Herod being thus removed, the 
Gofpel greatly flourifhed and increafed, new 
oe daily thronging to be admitted to the 

aith. 

About this time Banabas and Saul, having 

: difcharged 





another of the fame name, who was bifhop of Jerufalem, 
and called rhe Le/s. He had his firft infruétion, together 
with John, from the Baptift; but how he difpofed of him- 
felf atter Our Lord’s afcenfion does not appear. ‘That he 
was very zealous and induftrious in propagating the Gofpel, 
appears evident from Herod’s making’ choice of him for.the 
firlt facrifice (after the death of Stephen) to the fury of the 
people. 
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difcharged their truft in difpofing of the contri- 
butions raifed:in Antioch:'for the benefit of the 
Chriftians:in Jerufalem. and Judea, returned to 
that city; takiig with them John, furnamed 
Mark *, a perfon wéll calculated to affift them 
in the propagation of the Gofpel. 


Barnabas and Sau! had not been long returned © 


to Antioch, when God, by fome particular infpi- 
ration, gave. them to underftand, that he had 
appointed them to carry his word into other 
“places. © This was likewife revealed to the mem- 
bers of the church then at Antioch, who, in 
confequence thereof, betook themfelves to faft- 
ing and prayer; and Simeon, Lucius, and Ma- 
naen, (all of whom were endued with the {pirit 
of prophecy) having laid their hands on them, 
fent them away, to preach the Cofpel wherever 
they might be directed by Divine infpiration. 

On their departure from Antioch they went 
firft to Seleucia ¢, from whence they took fhip- 
ping for Cyprus, and began their minifterial of- 
fice in the city of Salamis {, where they preached 
in the fynagogues, and employed Mark, who 
was of their company, in feveral offices of the 
church which they could not conveniently attend 
themfelves. 

From Salamis they proceeded to Paphos §, the 
refidence of Sergius Paulus, the pro-conful, or 
governor of the ifland, a man of great wifdom 
and prudence, but unhappily feduced by the 
wicked artifices of Bar-jefus, an impoftor, who 
ftiled himfelf Elymas, or the magician. The 
governor being informed of the doctrine preached 
by Saul and Barnabas was defirous of hearing it, 
and therefore fent to them for that purpofe. 
They accordingly attended, but while Saul was 
delivering .a difcourfe to him and the company 
prefent, the forcerer (who ftood by the pro-con- 
ful) ufed all the arguments he could to prevent 
his being converted to the faith. This being 
obferved by Saul, he turned himfelf to the for- 
cerer, and feverely chaftifed him in words to this 
effe&: “ O thou vile forcerer! Like the devil, 
“ by whom thou workeft, thou art an enemy to 
* all goodnefs. Wilt thou perfift in forcery, in 
“ defiance of the faith of Chrift, which comes 





* This perfon, whois fometimes called John-Mark, and 
at other times fimply Mark, or John, is very frequently 
confounded with the Evangelift St. Mark. He was a coufin 
and difciple of Barnabas, and the fon of a Chriftian woman 
called Mary, at whofe houfe in Jerufalem the apoltles and 
difciples often affembled. a 

+ This city lay on the weft, or rather a little north-weft of 
the city of Antioch, upon the Mediterranean-fea, and was 
fo called from Seleucus its founder. 

+ This was once a famous city in theifle of Cyprus, op- 
pofite to Seleucia, on the Syrian coaft ; and, as it was the 
frit place in thefe parts where the Gofpel was preached, it 
was, in the primitive times, made the See of the Primate, 
cr Metropolitan of the whole ifland. In the reign of the 
emperor Trajan, it was deftroyed by the Jews, and re-built, 
but, afterthat, being in the time of Herodius, facked, and 
razed to the ground by the Saracens, it never recovered its 
former fplendor, tho’ out of its ruins is faid to have arifen 
Famagufta, which was the chief place of the ifle, when the 
Turks took it from the Venetians, in the year 1579. 

§ Paphos was another city of Cyprus, lying on the weift- 
ern (as Salamis did on the caftern) track of the ifland. It 
was once famous for having in ita celebrated temple dedica- 
ted to Venus, who, from thence is called, by antient wri- 


§2 


From the Afcinfion. of Curist, to the full Eftablifhment of Chrijtianity. 


‘conduct him to his habitation. 


613 
“© armed with a much greater power of miracles 
“© than thofe to which thou falfely pretendeft ? 
‘© Thou fhalt foon feel the vengeance of heaven; 
‘© for thou that perverfely holdeft out againft che 
“© light of the Gofpel, fhalt lofe thy fight, which, 
“ by the power of God, fhall, for a time, be 
** taken from thee.” No fooner had Saul ut- 
tered thefe words than the forcerer was {truck 
blind, and implored forme of the company to 
This miracle 
convinced the pro-conful of the truth of the 
doctrine he had heard, and he immediately be- 
came a conyert to the faith. And from this 
event it is fuppofed, by fome, that Saul changed 
his name to that of Paul |, which he ever after 
retained. 

After ftaying fome time in the ifland of Cy- 
prus, Paul and his companions went to Perga in 
Pamphylia **, where Mark (not choofing any 
longer to profecute fo wandering a courfe of life) 
took his leave, and returned to Jerufalem. 

From Perga they went to Antioch in Pifidia tf, 
where, going into the tynagogue on the fabbath - 
day, they fat themfelves down to hear the per- 
formance of Divine worfhip. After the Jeffons, 
one out of the law, and the other out of the 
prophets (it being the cuftom for the Jewith 
doctors to expound fome part of the {cripture for 
the inftruction of the people) the chief perfons 
of the affembly tent to Paul and his companions, 
to know whether either of them would preach a 
fermon of exhortation to the audience. This 
was an offer highly fatisfactory to Paul, who, 
after intimating his acceptance of it, arofe, and 
delivered a difcourfe to the people in words to 
this effect: 

‘© Hearken, all ye defcendants of Jacob, and 
ye that fear the Almighty, to the words of my 
mouth. The God of Ifrael made choice of our 
fathers, and loved them, when they had no city 
of their own todwell in, but were ttrangers and 
flaves in Egypt, bringing them from thence with 
a mighty hand, and a ftretched-out arm; fed 
them in the wildernefs forty years, and would 
not fuffer his anger to rife againft them, though 
they often provoked him in the defert. On their 
arrival 





ters, the Paphian Queen. 

\{ It is very obfervabJe, that, all along, before this cir- 
cumftance of the Apoftle’s life, St, Luke calls him by the 
name of Saul, but ever after by that of Paul. From hence 
fome imagine, that he affumed that name to himfelf, in me- 
mory of his converting of Sergius Paulus ; juft as the an- 
tient Roman generals were accuitomed to adopt the names 
of the provinces which they conquered. St. Auftin, more 
than once, afferts, that he took it froma principle of humi- 
lity, by a fmall variation changing his former name (where- 
by a proud haughty king of ifrael was called) into that of 
Paulus, which fignifies /irt/e; and that, in conformity to 
this, he calls himfelf 4/4 than she leaft of the apefiles. “But 
the mott rational account of the matter feems to be that of 
Origen, viz. that he, being of Jewifh parentage, and born 
in Tarfus, 2 Roman city, had, at his circumcilion, two 
names given him, Saul, a Jewith, and Paul, a Roman name, 
and that when he preached to the Jews, he was called by his 
Jewish, and when to the Gentiles (ashe did chiefly after this 
time) by his Roman name. 

** Pamphilia was a province of the Leffer Afia, not far 
from Cyprus. , 

tt This lay a little to the north of Pamphylia. 
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arrival in the land he promifed their fathers, he 
deftroyed .the nations 


OF THE 


it to them by lot. 


«© When they were fettled in the land he gave 


them judges during four hundred and fifty years, 
till Samuel the prophet. But on their defiring a 
king, he placed over them Saul the fon of Cis, 
a Benjamite, who reigned about forty years. 
After his death he placed David on the throne of 
Ifrael, giving him this teftimony, / have found 
David the Son of Feffe, a man after mine own 
heart, whith fhall fulfil all my will, And ac- 
cording to his promife the Almighty hath raifed 
up to the fons of David a Saviour Jefus, which 
is Chrift the Lord; the Baptifm of repentance 
having been preached before his coming by 
John. And as his fore-runner executed his 
office, he afked his followers, whem think ye that 
Jam? You mutt not miftake me for the Mef- 
fiah ; he will foon follow me: but I am not 
worthy to perform the meaneft office for him. 

«© ‘To you, therefore, ye defcendants of A- 
braham, and all others who fear the Almighty, 
is this word of falvetion fent. For the inhabi- 
tants of Jcrufalem, and rulers of [fracl, being 
ignorant of him, and the voices of the prophets, 
though read every fabbath in their fynagogues, 
fulfilled their predi&ions by condemning the 
immaculate fon of the Moft High. They found, 
indeed, no fault in him, though they earneflly 
defired Pilate that he might be flain. 

«* When every thing that had been written by 
the prophets concerning him was fulfilled, they 
took him from the tree, and depofited his body 
in the chambers of the grave. But death had 
no power to detain him: his Almighty Father 
raifed him from the habitations of the dead. 
After which, he was feen during many days by 
his difciples who attended him from Galilee, and 
were the witneffes chofen by Omnipotence, of 
thefe great and miraculous works. And we now 
declare unto you glad tidings, namely, That 
the promife made by the Almighty to our fore- 
fathers, he hath performed to us their children 
by raifing Jefus from the dead. The prophet 
David alfo faid, Thou art my fon, this dav bave 
I begotten the>. Wie alfo foretold, that he fhould 
return from the chambers of the duft, and no 
more be fubject to corruption: J will give yeu, 
(faid he) the fure mercies of David. And again, 
Thou fhalt vot fuffer thine holy one to fee corrup- 
tion. Now this prophecy muft relate to the 
Meffiah, for David himfelf, after he had fwayed 
the fceptre of Ifrael a certain time, diced, was 
depofited in the chambers of the grave, and his 
Hefh faw corruption: but the great fon of David, 
whom the Almighty raifed from the dead, never 
{aw corruption. 





1 ‘Chis was the chief city of Lycaonia, a fmall province 
of Afia Minor, lying on the north-eaft of Pifidia, and 
bounded on the fouth Sy Pamphylia and Cilicia. Itis faid, 
by Suabo, to have been well built, and fituated in the richeft 
part of the province. ‘This is confirmed by that celebrated 


modern hiilorian and geographer Mr. Middleton, who fays, | 


** Iconium is fituated in the antient Lycaonia, in a fertile 

«« plain, near a fine large lake of freth t hich 
plain, £ e water, which was 

** antiently called Palus Toogilis, The city is furrounded 


that inhabited it, and | 
placed them in that fruitful country ; dividing | 
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«* Be it therefore known unto you, men and 
brethren, that through this Saviour is preached 
unto-you the forgivenefs of fins: ‘It is by his 
merits we are juftified ‘from all things, which was 
impoffible by the law of Mofes, Be careful, 
therefore, left what was foretold by the prophets 
come upon you, Bebold, ye defpifers, and wonder 
and perifh : for I work a work in your days, a work 
which you fhall in no wife believe, though.a man 
declare it unto you.” - a 

This difcourfe was fo well received by great 
numbers of the people, that when they got out 
of the fynagogue, they befought Paul that. he 
would deliver it again on the next fabbath. Paul 
promifed to comply with their requeft, which he | 
accordingly did, and on that day almoft all the 
inhabitants of the city flocked to hear him. 
This irritared fuch of the Jews as were ftrong 
enemies to the Gofpel: nor could they refrain 
from fhewing their malice on the occafion. They 
feveral times not only interrupted, but peremp- 
torily contradiéted Paul while he was preaching, 
and at length uttered many blafphemous expref- 
fions againft the name of Jefus of Nazareth. 
But their oppofition could not daunt the apoftles, 
who boldly anfwered them as follows: Jt was 
neceffary that the word of Ged foould firft have been 
Jpoken to you: but feeing ye put it from you, and 
judge yourfelves unworthy of everlafting life, lo, 
we turin to the Gentiles. For fo bath the Lerd 
commanded us, faying, I have fet thee to be a light 
of the Gentiles, that thou foouldeft be for falvation 
unto the ends of the earth. 

When the Gentiles heard this, they were 
greatly rejoiced, and glorified the name of God 
for his beneficent mercy revealed in the Gofpel ; 
and all who had any care or thought of the life 
to come immediately embraced the doétrine of 
Chrift. his increafed the malice and fury of 
the Jews, who, by falfe and artful infinuations, 
prevailed on fome of the more bigotted and ho» 
nourable women to bring over their hufbands to 
their party: the confequence of this was, that 
Paul and Barnabas were driven out of the city, 
on leaving which they fhook the duft off theit 
feet, in teftimony of the fenfe they had of .the 
ingratitude and infidelity of their oppreffors. 

From Antioch Paul and Barnabas went to Ico- 
nium {, where they entered into the fynagogue 
of the Jews, and, according to their ufual cuf- 
tom, preached to the people; the confequence 
of which was, that many, both Jews and Greeks, 
became profelytes to the Chriftian religion. 
From this fuccefs the two apaftles continued fome 
time at Iconium, during which the number of 
converts daily increafed, and to confirm them in 
the faith,’ God added his teftimony to their 
preaching, by enabling them to work miracles. 


But though they had gained a confiderable a 
¢r 


rn a a ee een error intent gate 


«© by ftrong walls, adorned with towers, and the whee 
** enclofed by a broad and deep ditch, The Turks only 
** inhabit the city. The Greeks, Armenians and Jews 
*« dwell in the fuburbs, which are exceeding fpacious. ne 
‘© city is defended by a fmall caftle, and in it are fevera 
*€ mofques, with fome fpacious caravanferas (or places a 
‘© entertainment) for the accommodation of fuch caravans 
‘© and travellers as pafs through the town, 
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ber of inhabitants tothe faith, yet there were many 
who continued in their infidelity: the whole lea- 
ven of Jewith malice began again to thew itfelf, 
and the unbelieving Jews, having ftirred up the 
Gentiles againft the apoftles, at length prevailed 
on the multitude to ftone them. But the apoftles, 
having timely notice of their defign, fled from 
the city to Lyftra and Derbe, (two other cities 
in the province of Lycaonia) where they preached 
the Gofpel to the inhabitants, as alfo to thofe 
who dwelt in the countries adjoining. 

While they were at Lyftra an happy circum- 
ftance occurred both for the promulgation of the 
Gofpel, and the converfion of a people who had 
greatly been devoted to paganifm. As Paul was 
one day preaching to the multitude, he faw a- 
mongft them a man who had been lame from his 
mother’s womb, and had never walked. From 
the earneft attention which the cripple gave to 
the difcourfe, Paul (who had, for fome time, 
taken particular notice of him) perceived that 
he had faith, and therefore thought proper to 
add the cure of his body to that of his foul, 
knowing that it would not only be beneficial to 
him, but would likewife confirm the faith of all 
thofe who fhould believe in his doctrine. And 
that the miracle might be wrought in the moft 
confpicuous manner, Paul, in the midit of the 
congregation, faid, in an audible voice, to the 
man, Stand upright on thy feet; which words 
were no fooner pronounced than he arofe, and 
leaped and walked. 

The people who beheld this miracle well 
knew that it could not be wrought by any human 


power; but having been initiated in the fuper- | 


{titious cuftoms of the heathens, they cried out, 
The gods are come down to us in the likene/s of men. 
Accordingly, they called Barnabas Jupiter, on 
account of his venerable gravity, and Paul they 
named Mercurius, decanfe he was the chief 
speaker, 

It was not long before the fame of this mira- 
cle was fpread throughout the city, in confe- 
quence of which almoft all the inhabitants gather- 
ed themfelves together, and, preceded by the prieft 
of Jupiter, and oxen dreffed in garlands, went 
to the houfe where the apoftles refided, intend- 
ing to offer facrifice before them. But as foon 
as Paul and Barnabas underftood their intentions, 
they were greatly affected at their fuperftitious 
delign ; and, renting their clothes to_exprefs 
their grief and abhorrence of the action, ran 
out to the multitude, whom Paul addreffed in 
words to this effect: ‘ Ye men of Lyftra, ye 
“ are miftaken in the object of your worfhip ; 
* for though we have done many miracles in the 
“ name, and by the power of Chrift, yer we 
“ areno more than men, and fubject to the fame 
“ paffions with yourfelves, and preach unto you 
* the glad tidings of falvation, that ye may for- 
“ fake the vanities of this world, and return to 
“ the living God, who created the heaven and 
“the earth, the fea, and all the creatures they 
“ contain. This Omnipotent Being fuffered all 
nations formerly to walk in their own ways, 
*« though he never left himfelf without witnefs, 
“doing the greateft good to the children of 
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§ 'I’h’s circumftance ftongly confirmed the faith of his new 
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« men; it is He that fendeth rain from heaven, 
“© and crowneth the year with fruitful feafons, 
“ filling our hearts with joy and gladnefs.” 

This argument had the defired effect, the peo- 
ple, (though with fome difficulty) being per- 
fuaded to lay afide their idolatrous intentions. 
And furely no argument could be more properly 
adapted to anfwer the wifhes of the infpired 
preacher. Is it poffible that any human being 
can furvey the feveral parts of the creation, and 
not difcover, in every place, evident traces of 
an infinite wifdom, power and goodnefs ? Who 
can furvey univerfal nature, and not at once fee 
and admire its great Author, who has difpofed 
of all created things with fuch order and regu- 
larity, as to difplay, in the cleareft manner, his 
own power and glory? Behold the fun! how 
juftly is that fource of light and heat placed in 
the center of the planetary choir, that each may 
enjoy its deftined fhare of its prolific beams; fo 
that the earth is not burnt by a too near ap- 
proach, nor chilled by the northern blafts from 
too great arecefs, but impregnated with fruits 
and flowers, by the happy infuence of a vital 
heat, and crowned with luxuriant plenty by the 
benign influences of the feafon. Who can con- 
template the wonderful properties of the air, and 
not reflect on the Divine wifdom that formed it ? 
If we furvey the earth, we there ditcover the 
footiteps of an Alinighty Being, who hath filled 
it with a great variety of admirable and ufeful 
creatures, all of which are maintained by the 
bounty of his hand. It is he that clothes the 
grafs with a delightful verdure, that crews the 
year with his ioving kinduefs, and caules the val- 
leys to ftand thick with corn. Jt is he that maketh 
the grafs to grow upon th: mountains, and kerbs for 
the fervice of min. Tie adorns the lilies of the 
field that neither toil nor fpin, with a glory that 
excels the pomp and grandeur of Solomon’s 
court. He fhut up the fea with doors, and faid, 
Hitherto fhalt thou come and no farther, end hive 
foall thy proud waves le flayed. It is the Al- 
mighty Being that arrefts the {torm, and tnooths 
the tempettuous billows of the deep ; that deli- 
vereth the mariner from all his troubles, and 
bringeth his fhip into the defired haven of fafety. 
How reafonable, therefore, is it that we fhould 
worfhip and adore this Omnipotent, this kind 
Creator, and not transfer the honours due to him 
alone to frail mortals, much lels to dumb idols, 
the work of men’s hands ! 

After Paul had performed the miracle on the 
lame man, he and Barnabas continued to perfe- 
vere in the execution of their tmportant com- 
miffion, declaring, wherever they went, the glad 
tidings of falvation to all who believed in the 
doétrine of Chrift. But the malice of their ene- 
mies ftill purfued them: fome inveterate Jews, 
who had come from Antioch and Icontum, to 
exafperated and ttirred up the multicude againit 
them, that they took Paul, whom, juit before, 
they would have adored, and ftoned him; after 
which they dragged him out of the cits, fup- 
pofing him to be dead. But when the difeipies 
went to the place where he was (probably to 
inter his body) he rofe up§, and went into tie 
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His recovery 


cenverts, who all fuppo‘d that he was dead. 
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city for that night, and the next day departed, 
with Barnabas, to Derbe, where they preached 
the Gofpel, and converted many to the faith. 

They did not, however, continue long at 
Derbe, but returned to Lyftra, Iconium and 
Antioch, confirming the Chriftians of thofe pla- 
ces in the faith, earneftly perfuading them to 
perfevere, and not be difcouraged at thofe trou- 
bles and perfecutions which they muft expect 
would attend the profeffion of the Gofpel. And 
that the affairs of the church might be conducted 
with more regularity, they ordained elders and 
paftors, to teach, inftruét, and watch over them; 
having done which, they left them to the pro- 
teétion of the Almighty, to whofe care they re- 
commended them by prayer and fafting. 

From Antioch they paffed through Pifidia, 
and from thence went to Pamphylia ; and, having 
preached to the people at Perga, they went down 
to Attalia, and returned, by fea, to Antioch in 
Syria, from whence they had fet out on this holy 
expedition. On their arrival here, they imme- 
diately affembled the church together, and, hay- 
ing given an account of their fuccefs, what mi- 
racles God had wrought by their hands, and 
a large door of faith, he, by their miniftry, had 
opened to the Gentiles,they fufpended their farther 
travels for the prefent, and, for a confiderable 
time, took up their abode with the difciples in 
that city. 

During their ftay here, the church was greatly 
difturbed by means of fome perfons coming 
from Judea, who taught the people that there 
was no falvation without circumcifion, and the 
obfervance of other legal ceremonics. This 
dogtrine was ftrongly oppofed by Paul and Bar- 
nabas ; in confeguence of which, after many 
conferences and difputations it was at length pro- 
pofed, that the decifion of the matter fhould be 
referred to the general affembly of the apottles 
at Jerufalem. ‘Lhis the whole church readily 
agreed to; and having deputed Barnabas and 
Paul, together with fome others, to go with the 
meffage, they conducted them part of the way, 
and the two apoftles, in paffing through Phoe- 
nicia and Samaria, took care to relate what fuc~ 
cefs they had met with in the converfion of the 
Gentiles, to the great joy and comfort of all the 
brethren in thofe parts. 

On their arrival at Jerufalem they were kindly 
received by the apoftles and elders of the church, 
to whom, after reciting the great fuccefs they 
had met with in the propagation of the Gofpel, 
they delivered the meflage on which they were 
fent. They told them, that when the Gentile 
profelytes, or others uncircumcifed, came in to 
the faith, fome Jewith converts, of the fect of 
the Pharifees, faid, that fuch could not be ad- 
mitted into the church of Chrift without circum- 
cifion; that great difputes had arifen on this 
head, and that the matter was referred to the 
church at Jerufalem. 
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mug have evidently appeared miraculous, approaching, as 
near as can be conceived, toa refurrection from tbe dead. 
That it 2rofe from a fuperior power was undenisbly demon- 
flrable, by his going the next day to Detbe, which was a 
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In confequence of this intelligence a council 
was immediately fummoned to deliberate on the 
matter, and great difputes took place on the oc+ 
cafion. At length Peter, rifing from: his fear, 
addreffed the audience in words ‘to this effect: 
«¢ Jt is well known to you all, that fome time 
“ fince God made choice of me firft to preach 
« the Gofpel to the Gentiles; and God, who 
« knew the fincerity of their hearts, teltified that 
“ they were acceptable to him and fit to be bap- 
“ tized, beftowing on them the gift of the Holy 
“ Ghoft, as he had before upon us, making no 
«s difference between us and them. By this one 
«act the matter is already fufficiently deter- 
“mined. Why, then, do ye prefs this thing fo 
“ contrary to the will of God ? and why would 
« ye with to impofe on the Gentile converts the 
“ performance of the Mofaic law, which be- 
“ Jonged not to them, and which we Jews were 
“ fo far from being able to perform, that our 
*° conduct could not be juftified? It is from 
“ the Gofpel that we expect falvation and jufti- 
“ fication, through faith and obedience to Chritt, 
“© and not by an obfervation of the Molaic law : 
“© from whence it is plain, that if the Gentiles 
“ believe, they have the fame way to falvation 
“ as ourfelves.” 

When Peter had concluded his obfervations, 
Paul and Barnabas, in confirmation of what he 
had faid, declared what miracles God had done 
by them in the converfion of the Gentiles, which, 
they faid, was another argument and te(timony. 
from heaven, that no difference oughr to be 
made between them and the Jews. 

Upon this James (who was then bifhop of 
Jerufalem and prefident of the ccuncil) flood up, 
and fpoke tothis effet: “© Men and brethren, 
« Peter hath fufficiently demonftrated thar it 
“ was the will of God the Gentiles fhould, with- 
“out feruple, have the Golpel preached to 
“ them, and be baptized. And this is agreea- 
“«¢ ble to what hath been foretold by the old pro- 
“ phets, particularly Amos: Jn the later days I 
© cuill return, and will build again the taternacle of 
“ David which is fallen down; and { will build 
* again the ruins thereof, and I will fet it up: 
“ That the refidue of men might feek after the 
“© Tord, and alt the Gentiles upon when my name 
“© is called, faith the Lord, who dotth all thefe 
“ things, Wherefore itis my conclufion and 
«© determination, that we fhould not compel 
* thofe to be circumcifed, who from Gentiles 
“¢ turn Chriftians, bur content ourfelves if they 
“¢ believe. We who are Jews need not fear that 
© this will bring a contempt upon Mofes or the 
“© laws of the Jews, fince the contrary appears 
“© by the Chriftian practice ; for even where thoi 
‘© profelytes of the Gentiles are, the books of 
«© Mofes are continued among them, being read 
“* in the fynagogues every fabbath-day, to fignify 
« their refpect ro the law.” 

The determination of the bifhop of Jeruls- 

lem 





confiderable diftance, and which he could not have deve 
without the interpofition of Divine Providence, becaufe, i» 
the common courfe of nature, he would more fenfidy hue? 
felt his bruifes than when he frii receiycd them. , 
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lem being unanimoufly agreed to, it was next 

refolved to fend fome proper perfons with Paul 

and Barnabas to Antioch, in order that they, 

having been prefent, might give a fatisfaétory 

account of the refule of the apoftles embaiffy. 

They accordingly made choice of two, namely, 

Judas, furnamed Barfabas, and Silas, men of 
diftinguifhed reputation, and well refpected, by 

all Chriftians. Thefe, accompanied by Paul and 

Barnabas, proceeded to Antioch, taking with 
them a decree drawn up ‘by the council, the fub- 
ftance of which wa8‘to this effect: .-* The a- 
** poftles, biffiops of Judea; and the whole fociety - 
** of Chriftigns in Jerufalem, falute the church . 
‘* of the Gentiles which is in Antioch, Syria and 
* Cilicia. We having received.an account, that 
‘© fome of the Judaizing Chriftians who went 
© from hence endeavoured to fubvert you, and 

‘« Jead you to a proundlefs new doctrine of the 

“ neceffity of all Chriftians being circumcifed, 

*« they having no inftructions from us foto do, 

* We have decreed in couneil to fend two of our 
* own bifhops to accompany Barnabas and Paul, 

‘ perfons who have, in preaching the Gofpel, 

“ behaved themfelves with all fincerity, and ha- 

“ gatded their lives in the fervice of Chritt. 

‘© We have-fent thefe, that they may tell you by 
word of inouth more at large our détermi- 
nation relative to the bufinefs on which you 

** fent Paul and Barnabas to Jerufalem. Having 
** prayed té God to fend his Holy Spirit to abide 
‘* among ts, and lead us to all truth, we have 

** detetmined, that the Gentile Chriftians fhall 

““ not be obliged to cifcumcifion, or other Ju- 

daical obfervances, or to any more than-thofe 

‘** few things that have among tlie Jews been 

“ required of all profelytes; namely, that ye 

‘© abitain from meats offered to idols, and from 

‘© blood, and from things ftrangled, and from 

““ fornication : which things, if ye fhall obferve, 

‘“‘ there will be no more of the Mofaic law re- 

“ quired of you, particularly circumcifion fhall 

not. Farewell.” 

With this decree they immediately repaired to 
‘Antioch, whither they had no fooner arrived, 

than the Chriftian converts, both Jews and 

Gentiles, affembled together in order to know 

the iffue of their embaffy. As foon as they were 

met, Paul and Barnabas prefented to them the 

decretal epiftle, which they caufed to be read in 

the hearing of the whole congregation. The 

contents of the decree, which were ultimate, 

gave the higheft fatisfaction to the Gentile con- 

verts, who greatly rejoiced at finding themfelves 

ditcharged from the burthen of the law, and | 
confirmed in their Chriftian liberty. 

While Judas and Silas were at Antioch, 
(being both men of excellent gifts in the inter- 
pretation of the feriptures) they employed their 
tine in confirming believers in the truth of 
Chriftianity, and, after a fhort ftay, were, with 
all kindnefs and civility, difimiffed by the church, 





_* From hence we may learn, not only, that thefe great 
lights in the Chriftian Church were Men of the like paffions 
with us, bute that God, upon this occafion, did moft emi- 
nently illuftrate the wifdom ef his providence, by rendering 
the frailties of two fuch eminent fervant: iafrumertal to the | 
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in order to return to Jerufalem: But Silas, for 
forne reafons, was unwilling to depart fo foon, 
choofing rather to tarry with Paul and Barnabas. 
This he accordingly did, and thofe three, to- 


“gether with feveral others of the brethren, em- 


ployed themfelves in inftru€ting fuch as had al- 
ready received the Chriftian faith, and in preach- 
ing to others who had not yet embraced Ir. , 

Soon after the determination of the council at 
Jerufalem, Peter went from thence to Antioch, 


‘where,’ ufing the liberty, which the Gofpel had 


-given him; he, for fome time, converfed fami- 
-Harly with the Gentile converts, eating with 
them, and living with them in the fame manner 
they did. This he had been taught to do by 
the vifion of the fheer let down from heaven: 
this had been lately decréed at Jerufalem: this 
the had before practifed with regard to Cornelius 
and his family, and juftified the ation to the fa- 
tisfaction of his brethren: this he had likewife 
done after his arrival at Antioch, till fome Jewith 
Chriftians (ftill tenacious of the ceremonial law) 
coming thither from Jerufalem, Peter, fearful 
of offending or difpleafing them, withdrew him- 
felf from the Gentiles, as if it had been unlaw- 
ful for him to hold converfation with uncircum- 
cifed perfons; notwithftanding he knew, and 
was fully fatisfied, that Our Bleffed Saviour had 
broken down the wall of partition between the 
Jew and Gentile. 

Peter, by thus acting againft the licht of his 
own mind and judgment, condemned what he 
had approved, and deftroyed the fuperftruéturc 
he had before ereéted : at the fame time he con- 
firmed the Jewifh zealots in their grofs errors, 
filled the minds of the Gentiles with fcruples, 
and their confciences with fears. 

Paul, who was not ignorant of what perni- 
cious influence the example of {o great an apof- 
tle might be (efpecially when he faw Barnabas 
carried away with the ftream of his indifcretion) 
was greatly irritated at his conduét, and, in the 
prefence of the whole church, fevcrely rebuked 
him, for endeavouring to impoie that yoke on 
the Gentiles, which he, though a Jew, thought 
himfelf at liberty to thake off. 

A few days after this Paul and Barnabas re- 
folved to leave Antioch, and vifit thofe places in 
which they had fome time before platited Chrif- 
tianity among the Gentiles. In this intended 
excurfion Barnabas propofed taking with them 
John Mark ; but the propofition was highly dif- 
approved of by Paul, on account of Mark’s hav- 
ing deferted them at Pamphylia. In confequence 
of this, a warm difpute took place between them, 
the iffte of which was, that they determined to 
feparate *. Accordingly, Barnabas, accompanied 
by Mary, went to Cyprus, which was his native 
country ; and foon after Paul having chofen Silas 
for his companion, fet out on his intended vifi- 
tation of the feveral places, in which he had be- 
fore propagated Chriitianity. 
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benefit of his church, fince both of them thenceforward em- 
ployed their extraordinary induftry and zeal, fingly and zpart, 
which till then had been united, and confined to the lane 
places., 
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Paul travels through various countries, accompanied by Silas and Timothy. They go to Philippi, 
where Paul ejeéts a fpirit of divination, for which be and Silas are firft feourged, and then put ix 
prifon, but afterwards bonourably difmiffed. Paul meets with great oppofition at Tbeffalonica,upon 
which he goes to Berea, and from thence to Athens, where be preaches and difputes with the people of 
that city. He goes from Athens to Corinth, from whence be writes bis firft epifile to the Theffalonians. 


Makes fome converts, but is greatly oppofed by the Fews. 


RIQNS. 
order to celebrate the feaft of the Paffover. 


Writes bis fecond Epiftle to the Tkeffalo- 


Goes from Corinth to Epbefus, and, after fiaying there a@ fhort time, proceeds to Ferufalem, in 
Returns from thence to Epbefus, where be baptizes 


feveral converts, confers on them the Spirit of the Holy Ghoft, and performs many aftonifbing mira~ 
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HEN Paul left Antioch, after his fepara- 
tion from Barnabas, he and his compa- 
nion Silas travelled over the provinces of Syria 
and Cilicia, confirming the churches, and leaving 
with each a copy of the fynodical decree, which, 
a fhort time before, had been paffed by the coun-- 
cil at Jerufalem. From thefe parts they failed 
to Crete +, where Paul propagated the Gofpel, 
and conftituted Titus bifhop and paftor of the 
ifland, leaving him to fettle thofe affairs of the 
church, which time would not permit the apoftle 
to do. 

From Crete Paul and Silas returned to Cilicia, 
and from thence went to Lyftra. Here they met 
with a young man named Timothy, whofe father 
was a.Greek, but his mother a Jewifh convert, 
by whom he had been brought up under all the 
advantages of a pious and religious education, 
efpecially with regard to the Holy Scriptures, 
which he had ftudied with the greateft affiduity 
and fuccefs. This perfon Paul defigned as a 
companion of his travels, and a fpecial inftru- 
ment in the miniftry of the Gofpel. But know- 
ing that his being uncircumcifed would prove a 
ftumbling-block to the Jews, he caufed him to 


+ This was one of the richeft and beft iflands in the whole 
Mediterranean Sca. It is faid, at one time, to have con- 
tained no lefs than an hundred confiderable towns or cities, 
from whence it had the name of Hecatompolis. From the 
goodnefs of the foil, and temperature of the air, it was like- 
wife fliled Macorios, or the Happy Mland. At prefent it is 
commonly called Candia, from its principal town, which 
bears that name. It is fituated oppofite the mouth of the 
Egean Sea, or Archipelago; and, while it continued in 
the hands of the Venetians, was an archbifhop’s fee; great, 
rich and populous ; but, fince it came into the poffeflion of 
the Turks (which was in the year 8669) it.has loft all marks 
of its former grandeur, 

} Phrygia is a province ef Afia Minor, having Bithynia 
to the north, Galatia to the eaft, Lycia to the fouth, and 
Myfia to the weft. The inhabitants of this country (who 
are faid to have been the inventors of augury and other kinds 
ef divination) were antiently more fuperititious than the 
ether Afiatics, as appears from the rites which they ufed in 
the facrifices of Cybele, and other heathen goddeffes. 

§ Galatia is a province of Afia Minor, bounded on the 
weit by Phrygia, on the eaft by the river Halys, on the 


Seven brothers, who are exorcifis, attempt to imitate Paul, but are feverely punifbed for their 
The travels of Peter, with the contents of his firft Epiftle to the converted Fews. 


be circumcifed ; being willing, in lawful and in- 
different matters, to conform himfelf to the tem- 
pers and difpofitions of all, that he might thereby 
farther fucceed in his miniftry, and the fooner 
eftablifh that doctrine he was dene to propagate. 

After ftaying a fhort time at Lyftra, they paffed 
through Phrygia ¢ and Galatia §, where the 
apoftle Paul was entertained with the greateft 
kindnefs and veneration by the people, who 
tooked upon him as an angel fent immediately 
from heaven. From hence he intended to have 
continued his progrefs through the proconfular 
Afia, but was prohibited from fo doing by 2 
particular revelation. In confequence of this he 
went to Myfia |, and after attempting in vain 
to go into Bithynia **, proceeded to Troas tt, 
where foon after his arrival he had a vifion, com- 
manding him to direct his courfe for Macedo- 
nia {f{. Paul made immediate preparations for 
obeying thefe orders, being fully affured it was 
the Lord who had called him to preach the Gofs 
pel in that country. 

Paul and his companions, having embarked 
at Traos, failed to the iffand of Samothracia §§, 
and, the next day, landed at Neapolis ij a port 

mm 





north by Paphlagonia, and on the fouth by Lyaconia. 

i{ Mryfia is another {mall province of Afia Minor, bounded 
on the eaft by Phrygia, on the weft by Troas, on the north 
by Bithynia, and on the fouth by the river Hermus. 

** Bithynia is likewife a region of Afia Minor, and re- 
ceived its name from one ef its kings, named Bythinus; 
but in what age he reigned we are not informed. 

tt Troas was a fmall country belonging to Phrygia Mi- 
nor, and fituated to the weft of Myfia, upon the Hellefpont. 
It took its name from its principal city, which was a {ea- 
port, and fituated about four miles from old Troy. 

tt This is a large province in Greece, and was antiently 
called Emmathia, but, from the kings of Macedon, it wa: 
afterwards called Macedonia, which name it has ever fince 
retained, : 

§§ Samothracia is a fmall ifland in the Aigean Sea, !ving 
to the weit of Troas, Oppofite the coaft of Thrace, 1 
whence it received its name. 

Hl] Neapolis was a fea-port, and ftood very near to Thrace: 
At firft it belonged to that province, but was atterwarc! 
taken into Macedonia. 
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in Macedonia, from whence they travelled to 
Philippi *, 2 Roman colony, where they conti- 
nued fome days. 

Ac a finall diftance from Philippi the Jews 
had a proféuche, or place of devotion, which was 
much frequented by the devout women of their 
religion, who met there to pray and hear the law. 
In this place Paul and his companions preached 
the glad tidings of the Gofpel, and, by the in- 
fluence of the Hoty Spirit, made many converts. 
Among thefe was a certain woman named Ly- 
dia, a feller of purple in Philippi, but a native 
of Thyatira, whom they baptized, with her 
whole family; in return for which fhe invited 
them to lodge in her houfe during their abode in 
that city. 

As Paul and his companions were one day 
going, as ufual, to the before-mentioned place 
of devotion, they were met by a certain damfel, 
who was poffeffed with a fpirit of divination, by 
means of which her mafters acquired canfiderable 
advantage. This woman followed Paul and his 
companion, crying out, Thefe men are the [er- 
vant of the Moff High God, whith foew us the 
vay of falvation, Paul, at firft, took no notice 
of her, not being willing to multiply miracles 
without neceffity. But when he faw her fol- 
Icwing them feveral days together, he began to 
be troubled; and therefore, in imitation of his 
great Mafter, (who would not fuffer the devil to 
acknowledge him, left his falfe and lying tongue 
fhould prejudice the truth in the minds of men) 
commanded the fpirit, in the name of Jefus, to 
come out of her. Accordingly, the evil fpirit 
obeyed, and at that inftant left the damfel. 


This miraculous cure proving a great lofs to 


her mafters, (who had acquired large furns from 
her foothfaying) they ‘were vehemently incenfed 
againft the apoftles. They thercfore caufed Paul 
and Silas to be apprehended and carried before 
the magiftrates of the city, to whom they ac- 
culed them of introducing many innovations, 
which were prejudicial to the ftate, and unlaw- 
ful for them to comply with, as being Romans. 

The magiftrates, being concerned for the tran- 
quillity of the ftate, and fearful of all diftur- 
bances, were .very forward to punifh the 
offenders, againft whom the multitude tefti- 
fed; and therefore they commanded the of- 
ficers to ftrip them, and fcourge them feverely 
as feditious perfons. This was accordingly done, 
after which they were committed to clofe 
cuftody, and the jailer, having received a ftrict 
charge to keep them in the utmoft fecurity, 
not only thruft them into the inner prifon, but 
likewife made their feet faft to the ftocks. 

But neither the obfcure dungeon, nor the 
pitchy mantle of the night, can intercept the 
beams of Divine joy and comfort from the fouls 
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* Philippi was one of the chief cities of Macedonia, 
lying to the weft of Neapolis. It was originally called Da- 
thos, but afterwards took its name from Philip, the famous 
king of Macedon, who repaired and beautified it. In pro- 
cels of time it became a Roman colony, and the inhabitants 
enjoyed the privileges of Roman citizens, and were go- 
vemned by the Roman laws. “Thefe indulgences were con- 
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of pious men. ‘Their minds were all ferenity; 
and at midnight they prayed, and fung praites 
to God fo loud, that they were heard in every 
part of the prifon. Nor were their prayers of- 
fered to the throne of grace in vain: an earth- 
quake fhook the foundations of the prifon, 
opened the doors, loofed the chains; and fer the 
prifoners at hiberty. __ 

This convulfion of nature roufed the jailor 
from his fleep; and concluding, from what he 
faw, that all his prifoners were efcaped, he was 
going to puta period to his life, which being 
ebferved by Paul, he haftily called our, Do thy- 
Self no barm, for we ere all bere. "Vhe keeper 
was as much furprized at this as he had been 
before terrified ac the thoughts of their efcape 5 
and calling for a light, he went immediately into 
the prefence of Paul and Silas, fell down at 
their feet, took them from the dungeon, brought 
them to his own houfe, wafhed their ftripes, and 
then befought them to inftruét him in the know- 
ledge of that God who was fo mighty to fave. 
Paul readily granted his requeft, telling him, 
that, 1f he believed in Jefus Chrift, he and his 
whole houfe might be faved. Accordingly the 
jailor, with all his family, were, after a compé- 
tent inftruction, baptized, and received as mem- 
bers of the Chriftian church—lHow happy a 
change does the doétrine of the Gofpel make in 
the minds: of men! How does it finooth the 
rougheft tempers, and infil in their minds the 
fweeteft principles of civility and good-nature ! 
He, who but a few moments before tyrannized 
over Paul and Silas with the moft cruel ufage, 
now treated them with the greate(ft refpect, and 
fhewed them the higheft marks of kindnefs. 

Early the next morning the magiftrates (either 
having heard what had happened, or reflecting 
on what they had done as too harfh and unjutfti- 
fiable) fent their fergeant to the jailor, with or- 
ders immediately to difcharge Pau) and Silas. 
The jailor joyfully delivered the meffage, and 
bade them depart in peace: but Pau), in order ta 
make the magiftrates fenfible what injury they 
had done them, and how unjuftly they had pu- 
nifhed them without examination or trial, refufed 
to accept of their difcharge, alledging, “ that 
they were not only innocent perfons, but deni- 
zens of Rome; that, as they had been illegally 
{courged and committed to prifon, their delivery 
fhould be as public as was the injury, and at- 
tended with a folemn retraction of what they hal 
done.” 

The magiftrates were greatly terrified at this 
meffage, well knowing how dangerous it was to 
provoke the formidable power of the Romans, 
who never fuffered any free man to be beaten 
uncondemned. They therefore went to the pri- 
fon, and very fubrmiffively entreated them to de- 

part 





ferred on them both by Julius and Auguflus Ccfar, very 
probably, in memory of the two great batil:s that were 
fought in the plains adjacenr, the Arft between Julius and 
Pompey the Great, and the fecond berween Auguitus and 
Mark Antony on the one fide, and Caflius and Brutus on 
the other. 
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part without any farther difturbance, This {mall 
recompence for the cruel ufage they had re- 
ceived was accepted by the meek followers of 
the Bleffed Jefus: they accordingly left the pri- 
fon, and retired to the houfe of Lydia, in which 
were a great number of converts. To thofe 
thev related all. that had paffed, and after fome 
conference with them, they took their leave and 
departed. 

From Philippi Paul and his companions tra- 
velled towards the weft, till they arrived at 
Theffalonicat, the metropolis of Macedonia. - 
Here Paul preached in the fynagogues of the 
Jews three fabbath-days fucceffively, proving, 
from the predictions of the Old Teftament, that 
the MeMiah was to fuffer, and to rife again; and 
that the BlefYed Jefus was the Meffiah fpoken of 
by the prophets. Some of his hearers, among 


whom were feveral women of rank and quality, . 
believed, and were converted to the faith, but’ 


the greater part of the Jews difapproved of his 
doclrine. 

During their ay at Thefalonica, they lodged 
in the-houfe of a certain Chriftian named Jafon, 
who entertained them very courteoufly. But 
the Jews, in general, were fo incenfed againft 
them, that they would not fuffer them to continue 
acreft. They refufed to embrace the Gofpel 
themfelves, and therefore envied its fuccefs, and 
determined to oppole its progrefs. Accordingly 
they eathered together a great number of lewd 
and wicked people, who befet the houfe of Ja- 
fon, intending to take Paul, and deliver him 
up to an incenfed multitude. Bur in this they 
were difappointed, he, with his companions, be- 
ing removed from thence by the Chriftians, and 
concgaled in fome other part of the city. This 
difappointmient increafed their rage, and they 
determined to be revenged on Jalon, who had 
concealed them. Accordingly they feized him, 
with fome others of the brethren, and carried 
them before the magiftrates of the city, accufed 
them with difturbing the peace of the empire, 
and fetting up Jefus as a king, in derogation of 
the emperor’s dignity and authority In confe- 
quence of this accufation both the people and 
magiftrates became their enemies; and though 
Jafon was only accufed of harbouring Paul and 
his companions, yet the magiftrates could not 
be prevailed on to difmifs Jafon and his brethren 
till they had given fecurity for their future ap- 
pearance. 

As foon as the tumult was over, thofe Theffa- 
lonians who had been converted fent away Paul 
and his companions, by night, to Berzea, a city 





+ ‘Theffalenia was antiently called Thefma, from the fea 
to which itadjoins. It is the opinion of fome that it re- 
ceived the latter name in memory of the vi€tory which Phi- 
lip king of Macedon obtained over the Theffaloians; but 
others think it took its name from Theffalonica, the wife of 
Caffander, and daughter of Philip. .1t is at prefent called 
Sslonichi, has a fafe harbour for the benefit of commerce, 
and is an archbifhop’s fee of the Grecian church, 

t Athens wns once the moft celebrated city for learning of 
any inthe world, It was fituated on a gulf of the Aigean 
Sea, which comes upto the ifthmus of the Peloponnefe, or 
Morea, in that diftrict of Greece, called Attica, and was 
the parent of that diale¢ét which was efteemed the pureft and 
fineft Greek. Cicero calls it the fountain, from whence ci-+ 
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about fifty miles to the fouth of Theffalonica. 
Here alfo Paul’s. great love for his ccuntrymen 
the Jews, and his earneft wifhes for their falya- 
tion, excited him ta preach totithem in particu. 
lar. Accordingly, he.entered into their fyna: 
gogue, and explained the Gofpsk to them, prov- 
ing, from the fcriptures of the, Old Teftarnent, 
the truth of the doctrine he ‘advanced. The 
Jews here were of a more ingenuous and candid 
temper than thofe of Theffalonica; and as they 
heard him, with great reverence and attention, 
expound the {criptures, fo they fearched diligent- 
ly, whether his proofs were proper and pertinent, 
and confonant to the, fenfe, af the text, to which 
he referred. Having done this, and found every 
thing agreeable to what Paul had advanced, 
many of them believed; and fome Gentiles 
(among whom were feveral women of quality) 
following their example, became obedient to 
the faith. ‘The news of this remarkable fuccefs 
being carried to Theffalonica, the Jews of that 
place were fo incenfed that great numbers went 
to Beraa, and raifed tumults in that city; in 
confequence of which Paul, to avoid their fury, 
was obliged to leave the place, but Silas and 
Timothy, who, perhaps, were either lefs 
known, or lefsenvied, remained behind. 

Paul, leaving Beizea under the conduct of 
certain guides, it was imagined that he defigned 
to retire by fea out of Greece, that his reftlefs 
enemies might ceafe their perfecution ; but the 
guides, in conformity to Paul’s direétion, con- 
duéted them to Athens {, where they left him, 
after receiving orders to tell Silas and Timo- 
thy to repair to him as foon as poflible. 

While Paul continued at Athens, expecting 
the arrival of his companions, he walked up 
and down to take an accurate furvey of the city, 
which fhe found wretchedly over-run with iu- 
perflition and idolatry. The inhabitants were 
remarkably religious and devout, they had a 
great number of gods whom they adored 3 falfe, 
indeed, they were, but fuch as they, being det- 
titute of revelation, accounted true; and fo 
very careful were they that no deity fhould want 
due honour from them, that they had an altar 
infcribed, to the unknown God ¥. 

Thefe fuperftitious practices greatly afflicted 
Paul, in confequence of which he exerted all 
his endeavours to convert the people. _ He dil- 
puted on the fabbath-day in the fynagogues of 
the Jews; and, at other times, took all oppor- 
tunities of preaching to the Athenians the coming 
of the Meffiah to fave the world. 


This doctrine was equally new and ftrange < 
the 
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vility, learning, and Jaws were derived toother mations. | 

§ Lihat the Athenians had altars in their public places, with- 
outnames on them, and others to unknown gods, is evident 
from the teftimony of Laertius, who -informs us, that.wheo 
a great plague raged at Athens, and feveral means had been 
attempted for the :emovai of it, they were advifed by Ep: 
medies the philofopher, to build an altar and dedicate it [0 
the proper and peculiar God to whom facrifices were dve. 
And the Athenians not knowing by what name to call him, 
ereéed an altar with this infcription, Zo the Gods of A/a, 
Europe, and Africa, to the firange and unknown God ; by 
which, as fome imagine, they’ intended the God of theJews. 
who had given fuch wonderful deliverances to . his ow" 


people. 
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the Athenians; and though they did nor perfe- 
cute Paul as the Jews had done; yet his preach- 
ing Jefus was confidered, by the Epicurean * 
and Stoic philofophiers as a fabulous legend. The 
generalty of the people, however, confidered 
it as a difcovery of fome new gods, which they 
had not yet placed in their temples ; and though 
they were not unwilling to receive any new deities, 
yet, as the Areopagus + was to judge of all gods, 
to whom public worfhip might be allowed, they 
took him before the members of that court, to 
give an account of his doétrine. 

Paul, being placed before the judges of this 
high affembly, explained the nature of the doc- 
trine he taughg in a very grave and elegant {peech, 
the fubftance of which was to this effect: ‘ Ye 
« men of Athens, .I am here brought as a prifo- 
“ ner into your fupreme tribunal, as one who 
« fers forth ftrange doctrines; and yet, from 
“ the obfervations I have made fince I arrived 
“in your city, I find you fo much attached to 
« fuperftition, that you know not what yeu wor- 
«¢ fhip, nay, that you even have fuch a number 
“ of idols, that you cannot find names for them; 
« for one of your altars has uvon it an infcrip- 
“© tion ¢o 2be unknown God. ‘That the true God 
se of heaven and earth is, in a great meafure, 
«¢ unknown to you is very evident, and that is 
«* the Being whofe works I now publifh to vou. 
«¢ By Him was all nature created ; and ashe fills 
« immenfity with his prefence, fo he cannot be 
«* circumfcribed by temples made with hands. 
«« Our worthip, as men, can add nothing to his 
« perfeétions; for all we have, and all we enjoy, 
«is the unmerited gift of his inexhauftible boun- 


«© ty, When he created us out of nothing he 
€ 
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« as children of the fame common parent; and 
«in the courfe of his Providence he has fo or- 
‘© dered it, that either by nature or revelation 
«© we fhould ufe fuch means as may, in the end, 
“ lead us to the knowledge of himfelf, and pro- 
“¢ mote our eternal happinefs, for he is every 
«« where prefent, and none of our thoughts can 
“ be hidden from him. Nay, be.not furprized, 
“ for one of your own poets has exprefsly de- 
“ clared, that we are tlc offspring of the Su- 
‘© preme Being, and, therefore, we are not to 
‘© form carnal notions of his perfections, as if he 
“ could be reprefented in a human fhape. It is 
“ true, God, in his infinite mercy, drew a veil 
“ over thofe ages of ignorance; but now he hath 
“ made his will known, and, therefore, thofe 
‘© who have been long flaves to cheir lufts and 
“ paffions, are commanded to turn from the 
evil of their ways, in order to obtain the Di- 
“vine favour. And this is the more neceffary, 
becaufe he hath fixed, by an unalterable de- 
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™ The Epicureans among the Greeks and Romans were 
much the fame as the Sadducees among the Jews ; for both 
denied a Divine providence and a fucure ftate. 
. t The Areopagus was a celebrated court or fenate, where 
Jullice was adminiltered to all ranks of people by judges 
learned in the law. It was fitaated on Mars-hill, an emi- 
nence without the city, and many of the inhabitants of A-~ 
thens fpent much of their time in it, difputing with each 
other on fpeculative points, and afking news concerning the 
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“© cree, that when the univerfal frame of nature 
«€ fhall be diffolved, he will raife mankind from 
« the graves and reward or punifh them accor- 
**. ding to their works here below. As a proof 
© of this he has already raifed up Chrift from 
“© the dead, and, as he has become the firft fruits 
‘© of thofe who ftill Neep, fo he has ordered char, 
** by him, all mankind fhall be judged. Such 
is the doctrine I deliver unto you, and I leave 
*€ you to judge whether or not I have aéted as 
** an impoftor.” 

That part of Paul’s difcourfe in which he 
mentioned the refurrection gave great offence to 
fome of the philofophers, who mocked and de- 
rided him; while others, more modeft, but not 
fatisfied with the proofs he had given, gravely 
faid, We would hear toee again of this matter. 
After this Paul left the court; but not without 
fome fuccefs, for a few of his auditors (among 
whom were Dionyfius, one of the fenators, and 
Damaris, a lady of confiderable rank) believed 
his doétrine, and attended his inftructions.— 
Thus boldly did this intrepid fervant and foldier 
of Jefus Chrift affert the caufe of his Divine 
Mafter among the great, the wife and the learned ; 
and thus did he reafon, with the moft diftinguifhed 
ftrength and eloquence, on the nature of God, 
and the manner in which he has commanded his 
creatures to worfhip him even in {pirit and in 
truth. 

During Paul’s ftay at Athens, Timothy and 
Silas (accord.ng to the ordersth y had received) 
came to hin trom Theffalonica, with an account 
that the Chriftians there had been under per- 
fecution from their fellow-citizeas ever fince his 
departure. This gave great uneafinefs to Paul, 
and at firft inclined him to vilic them in perton, 
in order to confirm them in the faith they had 
embraced. But reflecting on the confequences 
that might enfue if he went hinfelf, he jent Ti- 
mothy and Silas to comfort them, and put them 


in mind of what he had before told them, name- 


ly, that perfecurion would be the conitant at- 
tendant on their profeffion. 

After the departure of Timothy and Silas, 
Paul left Athens, and wene to Corinth ft, where 
he mec with a certain Jew, named Aquila, lately 
come from Italy, with Prifcalla his wife, becaufe 
Claudius had made an ediét for banifhing all the 
Jews from Rome. Pau) having inttruéted theie 


{ two in the Chriftian faith, took up his lodgings, 


with them (and made their houfe his principal 
place of refidence during his ftay at Corinth. 
tvery fabbath-day, he preached in the fyna- 
gogues, labouring to convince both Jews and 

Grecks, that Jefus was the true Meffiah. 
A fhort time after Paul had been at Corinth, 
Timothy and Silas arrived thither from Theffa- 
lonica, 





progrefs of the Roman arms in different parts of the world. 

{ Corinth was the capital of Achaia, and had its name 
from one Corinthus, who took and rebuilt it. Its fituation, 
which is at the bottom of the ilthmus which joins the Pe~ 
loponnefus to the continent, rendered it capable cf com- 
manding all Greece: bur its inhabitants, living as it were 
upon two feas, were chiefly merchants, amd by their com- 
merce procured abundance of wealth, which produced atlen- 
tation, effemiaacy, and all manner of vice. 
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Jonica, with the joyful news of the ftedfaft ad- 
herence of the Chriftians in that city to the truth 
of the Gofpel. This was a matter of great con- 


folation to Paul, who thereupon wrote: his: firft | 


Epiftle tothe Theffalonians. In this epiftle “ he 
highly applauds their courage and zeal m the be- 
lief of the Chriftian religion, and exhorts them 
toa noble conftancy and perfeverance amidft their 
afflictions: he commends them for their charity 
to the believers in Macedonia, and gives them 
many inftruétions concerning converfation, and 
Feading a good life: he exhorts them to the 
practice of all purity and holinefs ; to avoid idle- 
nefs; to be diligent in their callings, and not 
immoderate in their grief for tke dead = and con- 
cludes with inftruétions to them concerning the 
doétrine of the refurreétion, the manner of Chrift’s 
coming to judge the world, and the obligation 
all were under to make a timely preparation for 
fo folemn an event.” 

After the arrival of Timothy and Silas at Co- 
rinth, Paul preached the doétrine of Chrift with 
frefh ardour to the Jews; bat they inftead of 
attending to what he faid, oppofed him, and 
what they could not conquer by fair argument, 
and force of reafon, they endeavoured to carry 
by noife and clamour, blended with blafphemous 
and opprobrious language In confequence of 
this, Paul, to teftify his abhorrence of their be- 
haviour, fhook his garments, and told them, 
that fince they were determined to draw down the 
vengeance of heaven upon their own heads, he 
was abfolutely guiltlefs and innocent, and would 
thenceforth addrefs himfelf to the Gentiles. Ac- 
cordingly he left them, and repaired to the 
houfe of one Juftus, a religious profelyte, where, 
by his preaching and miracles, he converted great 
numbers to the fiith, among whom were fome few 
Jews, particularly Crifpus, the chief ruler of the 
dynagogue, and two others of confiderable dif- 
tinction, who, with their familics, were baptized, 
and admitted members of the Chriftian church, 

Paul was greatly perplexect in his mind on ac- 
count of the perverfenefs and obftinacy of the 
Jews, and began to defpair of being able to con- 
wince them of the impropriety of their be- 
haviour, or to bring them to an edectual 
difcernment of the truth of his doétrine. But 
he was encouraged to perfevere in the attempt by 
an heavenly vifion, in which he was told, that 
notwithftanding the bad fuccefs he had hitherto 





lt Ephefus, the metropolis and principal. mart of the Pro- 
confutar Ajia, was fituated upon the river Cayiter, and on 
the fide of a hill, which, towards the weft, had the profpect 
of a lovely plain, watered and beautified with the pleafant 
circles of the river, turning and winding in fo many curious 
mazes, that fome travellers have miflaken it for the meander, 
and this the rather, becaufe the ‘l'urks gave it the name of 
the Leffler Mendres. Among heathen authors this city was 
once much celebrated for its fezmous temple of Diana, which, 
for its largenefs and workmanthip, was accounted one of the 
feven wonders of the world. It is faid to have been 425 
feet long, 220 broad, and to have been fupported with 127 
pillars of marble, 70 feet high, whereof 27 were moft cu- 
rioufly wrought, and all the reft polifhed. One Ctefiphon, 
a famous archite& in his time, contrived the model of ir, 
and that with fo much art and curiofity, that it took up two 
hundred years before it was finifhed, even though it was 
built at the commen charge of all Afia properly fo called. 
After it was finithed it was feven times fet on fire ; but once 
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met with, there was a large harveft to be gathered 
in that place: that therefore he fhould’ not be 
afyaid- of his enenries, but’ preach, thre! Gofpel 
boklly, for that he might be affured ‘of the: Di: 
vine protectioiy in all his undertaking’s.  In-con- 
fequence of this, and in certain hopes of fuccefs, 
Paul continued at Corinth for the fpace of one 
year and fix months, teaching the word of God 
with various fuccefs to the people.” ~ og 

Some time after Paul hac received encourage- 
ment from the heavenly vifion, the" Jews made 
a general jnfurrettion againft him, .and havin 
taken him into cuftody, carried-him Before Ga- 
lio, who, at that time, was pro-conful of Achaia, 
The accufation they laid againft him was, that he 
had attempted to introduce a new religion, con= 
trary to what was eftablifhed by the ‘Jewith law, 
and permitted by the Roman powers. But, as 
Galto apprehended that this was a controverfy 
which did not fall under the cognizance of the 
civil judicature, he would not have any concern 
init, and therefore ordered his officers to drive 
them out of the court. U'pon this the Gentiles 
took Softhenes, a ruler of the fynagogue, and 
one of Paul’s chief accufers, and beat him pub- 
licly before the tribunal; but this did not give 
the pro-conful the leaft difturbance. 

Paul continued at Corinth fome time after this 
incident, and, before his departure from thence, 
wrote his fecond Epiftle to the Theffalonians, 
In this Epiftle ‘he endeavours to confirm their 
minds in the faith, and to animate them cou- 
rageoufly to endure perfecution from the unbe- 
hieving Jews, a loft and undone race of men, 
whom the Divine vengeance was ready to over- 
take : he rectifies the mrfinterpretation which falfe 
teachers had made of fome paffages in his former 
Eptle, relative to the day of judgment, as if it 
was juft at hand, and fhews what events (efpe- 
cially that of the coming and deftruction of she 
man of fin) muft precede the approach of that 
day. Having craved their prayers in bis bebalf, 
and made his requeft to God in theirs, he con- 
cludes with divers precepts, efpecially to fhun 
idlenefs and ill company, and not to be weary 
in well-doing.”” , 

After Paul had planted the church of Corinth, 
he left that city, and, taking with him Aquila 
and Prifcilla, embarked at Cenchrea, from 
whence they failed to Ephefus ||. Here he preach- 
ed fome time in the fynagogue of the Jews; but 
being 





more efpecially, on the very fame day that Socrates was poi- 
foned, 400 years before Chrift; and, at another time (when 
Kroftratus fired it only to get himfelf a name) on the fame 
night that Alexander the Great was born. It was rebuilt, 
however, and beautified by the Ephefians, to which work 
the Ladies of Ephefus contributed very largely. In the 
time of our apottie, it retained a preat deal of its former 
grandcur; but at prefentit is only an heap of ruins. The 
only two buildings worth obfervation are, a ftrong and lofty 
caltle, fituate on an eminence, and a beautiful church, ho- 
neured with the name of St, John, but now converted into 
a Turkith mofque. All the refit of the place is the habita- 
uon of herdfmen and farmers, who live in low and humble 
cottages of dirt, covered on the top with earth, and thel- 
tered from the extremity of the weather by mighty mafics 
of ruinous walls, the pride and oftentation of former days, 
and in the prefent, the emblem of the frailty of the world, 
and the tranfient vanity of human glory. 


Cap. V. 
being refolved to attend the celebration of the 
paffover at Jerufalem, he fet fail for Cefarea, 
leaving behind him Aquila and Prifcilla, to whom 
he promifed to return (if God would permit) as 
foon as poffible. From Cefarea Paul proceeded 
to Jerufalem, and after having vifited the church 
there, and kept the feaft of the Paffover, went 
to Antioch. Here he ftayed fome time, and then 
traverfed the countries of Galatia and Phrygia, 
taking his courfe towards Ephefus, and confirm- 
ing the new converted Chriftians in every place 
through which he paffed. 

During the time Paul fpent in this large cir- 
cuit, Providence took care of the churches of 
Ephefus and Corinth by means of one Apollos, 
an eloquent Jew of Alexandria, and well ac- 
quainted with the law and writings of the pro- 
phets. This man, going to Ephefus, though 
he was only inftruéted in the rudiments of 
Chriftianity, and John’s baptifin, yet taught with 
great courage, anda moft powerful zeal. After 
being fully inftruéted in the faith by Aquila and 
Prifcilla, he paffed over into Acaia, being fur- 
nifhed with recommendatory letters by the 
churches of Ephefus and Corinth. He was of 
great fervice in Acaia, by watering what Paul 
had planted, confirming the difciples, and pow- 
erfully convincing many others of the Jews that 
Jefus was the true and only Meffiah promifed in 
the Sacred Writings. 

While Apollos was thus employed, Paul re- 
turned to Ephefus, where he took up his abode 
for a confiderable time. The firft thing he did 
after his return was, to examine certain difciples 
(in number about twelve) wherber they had re- 
ceived the Iloly Ghoft fince they believed ? To 
which they anfwered, ‘That the doctrine they 
had received did not promife any thing of that 
nature, nor had they ever heard that fuch an ex- 
traordinary fpirit had been beftowed on the mem- 
bers of the church.” This anfwer greatly fur- 
prized the apoftle, who afked them in what name 
they had been baptized ; fince in the Chriftian 
form, the name of the Holy Ghoft was always 
expreffed 2? They replied, that they had only 
received John’s baptifin; upon which the apoi- 
tle informed them that, though John’s baptifm 
commanded nothing but repentance, yet it 
tacitly implied the whole doétrine of Chrift and 
the Holy Ghoft. When they heard this they 
were baptized according to the form prefcribed 
by Chrift himfelf, that is, in the name of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoft; and 
after the apoftle had prayed and Jaid his hands on 
them, they received the gifts of tongues and 
other miraculous powers. 

After this Paul entered into the Jewith fyna- 
gogues, in which (for the firft three months) he 
daily contended and difputed with the Jews, en- 
deavouring,with great earneftnefs and refolution, 
to convince them of the truth of the Chriftian 
religion. But when, inftead of meeting with fuc- 
cefs, he found they were inflexible in their obfti- 
nacy and infidelity, he left the fynagogue, and, 
taking thofe wich him whom he had converted, 
inftru@ed them, and others who reforted to him, 
in the fchool of one Tyrannus. Here he con- 
tinued to preach the Gofpel two years, by which 
means the Jews and profelyres had an opportu< 
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nity of hearing the glad tidings of falvation: and , 
as miracles were the cleareft evidence of. a Di- 
vine commiffion; God was pleafed to teftify che- 
truth of the doétrine Paul preached, by a vari- 
ety of miraculous operations, many of which. 
were of the moft peculiar amd extraordinary. 
nature ; for he not only healed thofe difeafed per-- 
fons that came to him, but, if handkerchiefs or 
aprons were only touched by him, and applied. 
to the fick, or thofe poffeffed with evil {pirits, 


they were inftantly cured. 


In the city of Ephefus, and its neighbourhood 
were many vagabond Jews, who went about, 
from one place to the other, pretending to cure 
difeafes, and caft out devils by their exorcifins. 
Among thefe were feven brothers (the jons of 
one Sceva, a Jewihh pricft» who, obferving with 
what facility Paul effected his miraculous cures 
and difpoffeffions of evil fpirits, attempted 
themfelves to do the like; and, to add greater 
force to their proceedings, inftead of the ufual 
form of incantation (which was in the name of 
the God of Abraham, Haac and Jacob) they in- 
voked the name of Jefus over ademoniac. But 
here it pleafed God to make a moft diftinguifhed 
and vifible difference between thofe who applied 
this powerful name regularly and with commiffion, 
and others, who, of their own heads, and for ill 
defigns, dared to ufurp it: for the demoniac, 
falling upon the exorciits, tore off their cloaths, 
wounded their bodies, and fcarce fuffered them 
to efcape with their lives. 

When this fingular event came to be known 
among the Tews and Gentiles in [phefus, they 
were filled with fuch a reverential fear, that none 
dared to mention the name of Jfefus, but with 
the moft profound refpect : and many, who had 
addi&ted themfelves to the ftudy of magic, ac- 
knowledged their fins, and publickly burnt cheir 
books, the value of which was eftimated at no 
lefs than fifty theufind pieces of filver, So effi- 
cacious was the Gofpel of Chrift in thefe parts ! 

While Paul was diligently purfuing his mi- 
miftry at Ephefus, Peter was preaching the Gof- 
pel to the Jews in feveral provinces of the Leffer 
Afia; from whence, travelling eaftward, he at 
length came to the antient city of Babylon in 
Chaldea. Here he ftaid fome time, and from 
hence wrote his firft epiftle (which is called a 
Catholick or General Epiftle). to the converted 
Jews who were difperfed in various parts of 
Chaldea. Peter introduces this admirable epit- 
tle with a folemn thankfgiving to God for their 
call to Chriftianity, whereby they had obtained a 
lively hope of an cternal inheritance in heaven ; 
after which he recommends them to the practice 
of feveral virtues, as a means to make their ca//i-g 
and éelefion fure, viz. ‘* Vhat they fhould live 
in a conftant worlhip and fear of God, and imi- 
tate their Mafter, Jefus Chrift, in holinefs and 
purity: that they fhould be diligent hearers of 
the Gofpel, and grow up to perfection by it : 
that they fhould lead exemplary lives among the 
Gentiles, abftaining from carnal fufts, and ‘be- 
having theinfelves with modefty, thereby to con- 
vince their enemies, that calumnies would be un~ 
reafonable : that they fhould behave themfelves 
well under their refpective relations, fubmitting 
themfelves to their governors, whether fuperior 

or 
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or inferior to themfelves in point of circum- 
ftances : that fervants fhould obey their matters, 
wives be fubje& to their hufbands, and hufbands 
honour their wives : that they fhould all love one 
another fervently and unfeignedly, bear afflic- 
tions patiently, live in union, and fympathize 
with each other in their affliGions. And laftly, 
that the minifters and paftors of the feveral 
churches fhould take fpecial care of the flocks 
committed to their charge; teach them diligently, 
and govern them gently, not feeking their own 


NEW TESTAMENT. Boor Il, 


gain and profit, but the falvation of the fouls of 
the people.” This is the purport of Peter’s 
Epiftle to the converted Jews; and the whole is 
written with a fervour and zeal truly confiftent 
with the fentiments and abilities of fo great ‘an 
apoftle. The language is fimple, and every ex- 
preffion fo formed, as to convey a thorough idea 
of his meaning to the weakeft capacity. All the 
arguments he makes ufe of to teach them pati- 
ence are drawn from the facred writings, and are 
confiftent with the doctrines of true religion. 








Cc H A P. 


V. 


Paul forms the refolution of leaving Ephefus, but, Lefore his departure, receives advice of the mi/- 
condué? of the converts at Corinth, in confequence of which he writes bis firft Epiftle to the Corin- 


thians. 


He likewife, on a like complaint, writes his Epiftle to the Galatians. 


4 great tumult bap- 


pens at Ephefus, occafioned by one Demetrius, a filverfmith ; but is at l:ngth fuppreffed by the ju- 


dicious conduf of the Recorder of the city. 


that city, and goes to Macedonia, from whence be writes bts fecond Epiftle to the Corinthians. 
leaves Macedonia, and goes to Corinth, from whence be writes his Epiftie to the Romans. 
From Corinth to Macedonia, and performs a fingular miracle at Troas. 
tus, where be gives the Epbefian clergy lis paftoral charge. 


Paul, after appointing Timothy bifhop of Epbefus, leaves 


Ee 
Returns 
Goes from Troas to Mile- 
Proceeds from Miletus to Ferufalems 


where he is apprehended by the “fews. Claudius Lyfias, commander of the Roman garrifon in the 
caftle of Antonia, interpofes in bis bebalf. Paul efcapes feourging, and happily eludes the malice 


of the “fews. 


AUL, having been at Ephefus about two 

years, refolved to return into Macedonia, 
and after going from thence to Jerufalem, in 
order to celebrate the feaft of Pentecoft, to pro- 
ceed in his journey , which he had long intended, 
to Rome. In confequence of thefe refolutions, 
and as a neceffary preparation to carry them into 
execution, he fent Timothy and Eraftus before 
him into Macedonia, while himfelf ftaid behind 
at Ephefus, in order to fettle fome matters that 
were neceflary to be adjufted previous to his 
departure. 

Soon after Timothy and Eraftus had left E- 
phefus, Paul received information of fome dif- 
turbances at Corinth, hatched and fomented by 
a number of falfe teachers crept in among the 
converts of that city, who endeavoured to draw 
them into partiesand factions, by perfuading fome 
to be for Paul, and others for Apollos, the dif- 
ferent perfons from whom they had received in- 
ftructions relative to the Chriftian faith. In con- 
fequence of thele difturbances they committed 
great diforders, and celebrated the Holy Sacra- 
ment very irreverently. They were addicted to 
fornication, and one in particular had run into 
inceft, by marrying his father’s wife. They were 
unjuft and fraudulent in their dealings; they 
went to law at heathen tribunals, and, among 
them, were found fome, who were bold and pro- 
fligate enough to deny the refurrection. 

To quell thefe fchifms and faétions which had 
taken place, and to chaftife them in a proper 
manner for their mifcondué, Paul wrote his firt 


Epiftle to the Corinthians, in which he ‘ fthews 
the inequality of Chrift’s minifters, and their in- 
fufficiency for the work to which they are or- 
dained, without the Divine affiftance; orders 
the inceftuous perfon to be excommunicated, 
left his example fhould infeét others; blames 
their litigious law-fuits, as thinking it much 
better to refer their differences to fome of their 
own body ; propounds the firft inftitution of the 
facrament, and a previous examination of their 
lives, to bring them to aright ufe of it; and, 
having added feveral things concerning a decent 
behaviour, both of men and women, in their 
churches; concerning the gifts of the Holy 
Ghoft ; the excellency of charity; the gift of 
tongues, and prayer in an unknown language, 
he proves the truth of the Gofpel, and the cer- 
tainty of a future refurrection, almoft to a de. 
monttration.” 

Ic was about this time alfo that Paul wrote his 
Epiftle to the Galatians. He had received in- 
formation that, fince his departure from thence, 
feveral impoftors had crept in among them, who 
{trongly infifted on the neceffity of circumcifion, 
and other Mofaic rites, and greatly difparaged 
his authority, Paul, therefore, in this Epiftle, 
reproves them with fome neceffary warmth 
and feverity, for fuffering themfelves fo -eafily 
to be impofed upon by the crafty artifices of 
feducers, He largely refutes thefe judaical 
opinions wherewith they were infected, and, by 
feveral arguments, proves, that the flavery of 
the law brought a curfe with ic; was Sctraryt 
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of theit Chriftian libérty, and incapable of pro- 
curing’ their’ juftification in the fight of God. 
Among thefe reproofs and arguments, however, 
he intermixes feveral. exhortations full of. pater- 
nal and apoftolic charity ; and, towards thé con- 
clufion, gives them many excellent rules and di- 
rections for the conduét of their lives and con- 
verfations.” 

A fhort time before Paul left Ephefus, a cir- 
cumiftance occurred, which occafioned a general 
difturbance throughout the city; and had nearly 
proved fatal to: him and his adherents. In the 
celebrated temple of Diana was an image of that 
goddefs, which the idolatrous priefts perfuaded 
the people was made by Jupiter himfelf, and 
dropped down from heaven; for which reafon it 
was held’ in great veneration, not only at Ephe- 
fus, but throughout all ‘Afia. In confequence 
of this the people procured filver fhrines, or 
figures of the temple and Diana, of fuch a fize 
as to carry in their pockets, either for curiofity, 
orto ftir them up to their devotion. This proved 
the fource of a great deal of bufinefs to the fil- 
verfmiths of Ephefus; of whom one Demetrius 
was the chief. This man plainly perceiving that 
Chriftianity tended to the fubverfion of idolatry, 
and confequently to the ruin of their gainful em- 
ployment, called all the artifts together, and pa- 
thetically reprefented to them, how inevitably 
they muft be reduced to a ftate of poverty, if 
they fuffered Paul to bring their temple and 
goddefs into contempt, by perfuading people, 
as he did, that they were no gods which were 
made with hands. 

This fpeech of Demetrius fired them with a 
zeal which they could no longer contain ; fo 
that they cried out with one voice, Great is 
Diana of the Epbefians. ‘Vhey fhould, indeed, 
have confidered that if their goddefs was able to 
defend herfelf againft the doctrines preached by 
Paul, neither fhe nor the temple were in any 
danger : whereas if Paul was able to deftroy their 
gods, it was in vain for them to refift him, But 
intereft and fuperftition meeting in the minds of 
a bigotted multitude, admitted of no reafon. 
‘Lhey were all fired with a zeal for their goddefs, 
and determined, if they could find Paul, to ex- 
pofe him to the beafts in the theatre, it being 
cullomary, in thofe days, at the celebration of 
their public games and feftivals, to expofe fuch 
as they deemed criminals to the ravage of wild 
beatts for the diverfion of the fpectators. The 
whole city was filled with the tumult; and the 
crowd miffing Paul, laid hold on Gaius and A- 
riftarchus, two Macedonians of Paul's company, 
and hurried them into the theatre, with a defign 
to throw them to the wild beafts. Paul, who 
wes at this time in a place of fecurity, hearing 
of the danger to which his brethren were expo- 
led, was very defirous of venturing after’ them, 
in order to fpeak in their behalf; but he was at 
laft diffuaded from it not only by the Chriftians, 
Luralfo by the Gentile governors of the thea- 
trical games, who were his friends, and who. af 
fured him that he would only endanger himfelf: 
without refcuing his friends. 





Se 
* This is a province of Europe, lying to the north or { 
north-weft of Macedonia, along the Adriatic Sea, now 
53 


From the Afeenfion of Curist, to the fill Eftabtifbment of Chriflidnity: 


629 

‘The noife and confufion of the multitude was 
now prodigious, moft of them not knowing the 
reafon for which they were come together; and 
therefere fome faid one thing, and forne another. 
In this diftra€tion Alexander, a Jewifh convert, 
was fingled out by the multitude; and by the in- 
ftigation of the Jews was going to make his de- 
fence, in which, doubtlefs, he would have laid 
the whole blame upon Paul: but the multitude 
perceiving him to be a Jew, and therefore ful. 
pecting he was one of Paul’s affociates, raifed 
another. outcry for near two hours together, 
wherein nothing could be heard; but Great is 
Diana of the Ephefians. This confufion brought 
the town-clerk, or Recorder of the city, who 
kept the regifter of the games, into the theatre, 
to fupprefs, if poffible, fo uncommon a tumult. 
Having, with great difficulty, obtained filence, 
he calmly and difcreetly told them, “ That it 
was fufficiently known to all the world what a 
mighty veneration the inhabitants of Fphefus 
had for their great goddets Diana, and the fa- 
mous image which fell down from Jupiter, fo 
that there needed not any difturbance to vindi- 
cate and affert it: that they had feized on per- 
fons, who were not guilty either of facrilege or 
blafphemy againit their goddefs ; that if Deme- 
trius and his company had any jult charge a- 
gainft them, the courts were fitting, and they 
mighrenter their accufation; or, if the contro- 
verfy was about any other matter, there were 
proper judicatures to determine it in; that there- 
fore they would do well to be pacified, having 
done more already than they could anfwer, and 
being in danger of incurring a fevere punifh- 
ment, if they fhould be called to an account (as 
very likely they might) for that day’s riotous 
affembly.” 

Thisipeech had the defired effect: the multi- 
tude were convinced that they had ated very 
improperly, and therefore repaired to their re~ 
fpective habitations; and Gaius, Ariftarchus, and 
Alexander were releaied without any hurt. But 
the efcape of Paul was fo remarkable, that he 
mentions it as amiraculous deliverance. He bad 
(fays he) the fentence of death in onrfelves, that 
we Jhould not truft in ourfelves, but in God, who 
raifed the dead, who delivered us from fo great a 
death. And in another place he tells us, he 
fought with beafts at Ephejus; alluding either to 
the defign of the enraged multitude of throwing 
him to the wild beafts in the theatre, though 
their intention was not executed, or to the man- 
ners of the people, who jultly deferved the cha- 
racter of being favage and brutal to the higheft 
degree. 

Soon after the tumule was fuppreffed at Ephe- 
fus, Paul, having called the church together, and 
conftituted Timothy bifhop of the place, took 
his leave, and departed by froas to Macedonia; 
where, having inftruéted: fome, and confirmed 
others in the principles of a found faith and holy 
life, he continued his preaching all over the 
country, even as far as Hlyricum *. During this 
sourney Paul met with many troubles and dan- 
gers, without were fizhtings, aud within fears, but 

a God, 





called the Gulph of Venice. 


‘ It was commonly diftinzuifhel 
into two part ; I 


:parnia te the north, whose new lies Cro. 


7 atia; 
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God, who comforteth thofe that are caft down, 
revived his fpirits by the arrival of Titus, who 
gave him a pleafing account-of the good effects 
his epiftle had produced at Corinth, and what 
great refornmfation it had wrought among the con- 
verts of that city. But, as feveral vain- glorious 
teachers ftill perfifted in their contumacy, vilify- 
ing his authority, and mifreprefenting his words 
and actions; charging him, particularly with le- 
vity, in not going there according to his pro- 
mife; with feverity, in his dealings with the in- 
ceftuous perfon; with imperioufnefsin his writ- 
ings, abjectnefs in his perfon, and fome fmall 
tincture of irreltgion in overthrowing the Mofaic 
Jaw (all which he underftood from Titus) he 
thought ic neceffary to write a fecond epiftle to 
the Corinthians. In this epiftle he excufes his 
not going directly to Corinth, for fear of occa- 
fioning them forrow, and giving himfelf uneafi- 
nefs, in being obliged to treat with feverity thofe 
who had not yet amended their faults. He com- 
mends thcir zeal againft the inceftuous perfon, 
but now that he had fuffered enough for his tranf- 
greflion, allowed them to be reconciled to him. 
He juftifies his own condudt, vindicates the dig- 
nity and miniftry of the Gofpel, and proves its 
great excellency above the law. He difelaims 
againtt thoie falfe teachers, who made it their bu- 
finefs to traduce and vilify him, and threatens 
them with his apoftolic authority whenever he 
fhall arrive among them. He then fpeaks of 
himfelf with fome advantage, and, though he 
mentions his fupernatural gifts and revelations, 
yet feems to glory moft in his extraordinary la- 
bourings and fufferings for the Gofpel. And, 
haitly, he exhorts them all to the works of pe~ 
nance and mortification, left, when he arrived 
thither, he thould be obliged to exert his autho- 
rity againit offenders; and particularly cautions 
them to have their alms in readinefs, that they 
may not be an hindrance to him when he fhall 
arrive at Corinth.” 

After Paul had travelled through the principal 
places in Macedonia and Achaia, confirming 
thofe who had been converted, and bringing 
ever others to the faith, he proceeded to Co- 
rinth, where he took up his refidence for the 
fpace of three months. During his abode here 
he wrote his famous Epiftle to the Romans, 
which he fent by Phebe, a deaconefs of the church 
of Cenchrea, near Corinth. In this Epiftle “ he 
ftates and determines the great controverly be- 
tween the Jews and the Gentiles, relative to the 
obligation of the rites and ceremonies of the 
Molaic law, and thofe main and material doc. 





atias and Dalmatia to the fouth, which ftill retains its 
name. St. Paul tells us, that from Ferafalem, and round 
about unto Lllyricum, be bad fully preached the Gofpel of 
Chrif, Rom. xv. 19. So that he mutt have travelled into 
Syria, Phoenicia, Arabia, Cilicia, Pamphylia, Pifidia, Ly- 
caonia, Galatia, Pontus, Paphlagonia, Phrygia, Troas, 
Afia, Caria, Lyfia, Tonia, Lydia, the ifles of Cyprus and 
Crete, Vhracie, Macedonia, Theflalia, and Achaia. So 
jufily, and without oltentation, might he fay, that, in relu- 
tion to the other apoitles, be daboured more abundantly than 
them all, 1 Cor. xv. 10. ; 

* Affos is a fea-port town, fituate on the fouth-weft part 
of the province ef ‘[roas, and over-againft the ifland Lefbos. 
By land, itis a great deal nearer Troas, than it is by fea, 
becaufe of a promontory that runs a great way into the 
ocean, and mult be doubled before we can come to Affos, 
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trines of Chriftianity which depend on. it, fuch 
as that of Chriftian liberty, the ufe. of different 
things, &c. He alfo points out the effets of 
original fin, and the power it has even among 
the regenerate; and, through the whole-of the 
Epiftle, intermixes many admirable inftru€tions 
and exhortations to the duties of an holy and re- 
ligious life, fuch as the Chriftian dottrine doth 
naturally tend to produce.” ie 
Paul, having gathered confiderable alms both 
in Macedonia and Achaia, refolved to leave Co- 
rinth, in order to carry them into Judea. for the 
relief of the Chriftians in thofe parts. His firft 
intention was to go through Syria, as being by 
far the neareft-way; but having received infor- 
mation that the Jews of that country had formed 
a confpiracy againft his life, he altered his courfe, 
and determined to go through Macedonia. Ac: 
cordingly, leaving Corinth, he proceeded to 
Philippi, where he ftayed fome time, in order to 
celebrate the Feaft of the Paffover. From hence 
he took fhipping, and, in five days, landed at 
Troas, where he continued a week. On the fab- 
bath, which was the laft day of his ftaying there, 
he preached to the Chriftians of the place, who 
had affembled together in order to receive the 
facrament; and, as he intended leaving them the 
next morning, he continued his harangue till 
midnight. ‘he length of his difcourfe, and the 
time of night, caufed fome of his hearers to be 
fo fatigued as to tall afleep. Among thefe was a 
young man named Eutychus, who, fitting in 
a higher window, fo forgot himfelf, that he 
fell from thence to the ground, and was taken 
up dead. This circumftance being made known 
to the apoftle, he ftopped his difcourfe, and go- 
ing tothe young man, by prayers to the throne 
of grace, reftored him to life and healch.—How 
indefatigable was this great apoftle in doing good! 
how clofely did he tread in the fteps of his great 
Matter, who went about doing good! tHe preached 
and wrought miracles, wherever he went. Like 
a mafter-builder, he either laid a foundation, 
or raifed the fuperftructure. He was inftant, in 


| feafon and out of feafon, and {pared no pains in 


endeavouring to fecure the eternal welfare of his 
fellow-creatures. 

After performing this miracle, Paul refumed 
his difcourfe, and having fpent the whole night 
in thefe holy exercifes, early the next morning 
he took his leave, and travelled on foot to Affos*, 
whither he had before fent his companions (among 
whom was Luke) by fea. From Affos they failed 
to Mitylene +; then paffing by Chios f, arrived 

at 





which was the reafon that the apoftle chofe rather to walk it. 
+ Mitylene was one of the principal cities of the ifle of 
Lefbos, feated in a peninfula, with a commodious haven on 
each fide, and foon became fo confiderable, as to give name 
to the whole ifland (at prefent called Metelin) many years 
ago. ‘The ifland (which is one of the largeft in the Archi- 
pelago) was, in former times, renowned for the many emi- 
nent perfons it had produced ; fuch as Sappho, the inven- 
trefs of Sapphic verfes; Alexus, a famous ie poet; Pit- 
tacus, one of the feven wife men of Greece; Theophraltu:, 
the noble phyfician and philofopher; and Arion, the cele- 
brated Mafician ; and the Turks, who have it now in pof- 
feffion, think it ftill a place of confequence enough to de- 

ferve a fortrefs and garrifon to defend it. 
t Chios is an ifland in the Archipelago, next to Lefboss 
or Metelin, both in its fituation and bignefs. It lies over- 
againit 
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at Samos§, and proceeded to Trogyllium |, 
from whence, after flaying one day, they went 
to Miletus **, not putting in at Ephefus, becaufe 
the apoftle was refolved; if poffible, to be at Je- 
rufalem at the Feaft of Pentecoft. 

Soon after Paul arrived at Miletus he fent to 
Ephefus, to affemble together the Paftors and 
elders of the churches in that city. On their 
arrival, he delivered to them a very long and 
pathetic difcourfe, wherein he reminded thém 
with what uprightnefs and integrity, wich what 
affection and humility, and; with what great dan- 
ger and trouble, he had been converfant among 
them, and preached the Gofpel to them; ever 
fince his coming into thofe parts: that he had 
not failed to acquaint them both publicly and 
privately, with whatfoever might be ptofitable to 
their fouls, urging both Jews and Gentiles to 
repentance and reformation, and an_ hearty 
reception of the faith of Chrift: That now he 
was determined to go to Jerufalem; where he did 
not know what particular fufferings would befall 
him, only that he had been foretold by thofe, 
who were endued with prophetic gifts of the 
Holy Ghoft, that, in every city, bonds and 
affiétions would ‘attend him; but that he 
was not concerned at this, being willing to lay 
down his life whenever the Gofpel required it, 
and fully determined to ferve, with the ftricteft 
fidelicy, his great Lord and after. Here he 
made a fhort paufe, and then refumhed his dif- 
courfe in words to this effect: «* I well know 
“ that you will fee my face no mote; but for my 
“ encouragement and fatisfaction, ye yourlelves 
«< can bear me witnefs, that 1 have not, by con- 
“ cealing any part of the Chriftian doctrine, 
“ betrayed your fouls. And as for yourfelves, 
«© whom God hath made bifhops and paftors of 
“ his church, you fhould be careful to feed, 
« guide and direét thofe Chriftians under your 
< infpeétion, ard be infinitely tender of the wel- 
« fare of fouls, for whofe redemption the Blef- 
« fed Jefus laid down his own life. All ‘the 
« care, therefore, poffible for you to ufe is no 
«* more than neceffary ; for, after my departure, 
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againft Smyrna, and is not above four leagues diftant from 
the Afiatic continent. It is celebrated by Horace and Mar- 
tial, for the wine and figs that came from thence; but, at 
prefent, its renown is, that ic produces the moft excellent 
maftick in the world, wherein the people pay their tribute 
to the Grand Seignior. Nor is it lefs_ remarkable for what 
Sir Paul Ricaut, in his Prefent State of the Greek Church, 
tells us of it, viz. that there is no place in the Tarkith do- 
minions, where Chriftians enjoy more freedom in their reli. 
gion and cltates than in this ifle, to which they are intitled 
by an antient capitulation made with Sultan Mahomet II. 
which, to this day, is maintained fo faithfully, that no Tark 
can {trike or abufe a Chriftian, without fevere correétion. 

§ Samos is another ifle in the Archipelago, lying fouth-eaft 
of Chios, and about five miles from the Afiatic continent. 
Jt is famous among heathen writers for the worthip of Juno; 
for one of the fybils called Sybilla Samia ; for Pherecydes, 
who foretold an earthquake that happened there by drinking 
of the waters ; and more efpecially, for the birch of Pytha- 
goras, who excelled all the feven wife men, fo renowned 
among the Greeks. It was formerly a free commonwealth, 
and the inhabitants were fo powerful, that they managed 
many profperous wars againft their neighbours; but, at 
prefent, the Turks have reduced it to fuch a mean aed de- 
populated condition, that a few pirates dare land an per 
der as they pleafe ; fo that ever fince the year 1676, no Tar 


-& hetetical téachers will appeasin the church, to 


“ the great danger of the fouls of men, feeking; 
& by every crafty method; and pernicious dvoc- 
“ trine; to gain profelytes to their party, and, 
*¢ by thofe means, fill the church of Chriit with 
‘*¢ fchifms and factions. Watch ye, therefore, 
“and remember with what tears and forrow I 
have, during three years; warned you of thefe 
‘ things. And now Il recommend you to thé 
*¢ Divine favour and protection, and to the rules 
* and inftructions of the Gofpel, which, if pro- 
€ perly adhered to; will undoubtedly difpofe 
“ and perfect you for that ftate of happinefs 
s which the Almighty hath prepared for good 
men in the manfions of eternity. Ye well 
know that [ have, from the begirtning, dealt 
faithfully and uprightly with you; that I have 
not had any covetous defigns, or ever defired 
the riches of other men; nay, I have labour- 
ed, with mine own hands, to fupporr myfelf 
and my companions: you ought, therefore, 
“ to fupport the weak, and relieve the poor, ra- 
ther than be yourfelves chargeable to others, 
“ aceording to that incomparable faying of the 
“* great Redeemer of mankind, It is more bleffed 
to give, than to receive.”"—\f we minutely at- 
tend to the whole of this apoftle’s preaching and 
writing, we fhall find that he ftrenuoufly incul- 
cates not only points of faith, but alfo practical 
duties, without which our faith would be in 
vain. 

After Paul had finifhed his farewell difcourle 
to the bifhops and paftots of Ephefus, he knele 
down, and, by way of a final conclufion, joined 
with them fervently in prayer; which being over 
they all melted into teas, and, with the greareit 
expreffion of forrow, attended him to the fhip, 
gneving, in the moft paffionate manner, on ac- 
count of his having told them that they foould 
fee his face no more. 

After Paul had taken this affecting farewell of 
the paftors and elders of Ephefus, he, with his 
attendants, left Miletus, and going on board a 


thip failed with a fair wind to Coos}. ‘The day 
after their arrival here, they proceeded to 
Rhodes, 





has ever ventured to live upon it for fear of being carried 
into captivity by thofe rovers. 

| Trogylium is acape, or promontory, on the Afiatic 
coaft, oppofite to Samos, and much below Ephefus, haviag 
a town of the fame name, 

** Miletus was a port town on the continent cf Afia Mi- 
nor, and in the province of Caria, memorable for being the 
birth-place of Thales, one of the feven wife men in Greece, 
and father of the Tonic philofophy ; of Anuximenes, his 
{cholar; Timotheus the mufician, and Anaximenius the 
philofopher. At prefent it is called by the Tu:ks, Melas ; 
and not far dittant from it is the trae meander, which, 
though it encircles all the plain it runs through with many 
plealing mazes and innumerable windings, yet, in fome 
places, it goes with fuch a current, as ftirs up the earth and 
gravel from the bottom, which makes its water not fo clear 
and cryftalline, as might be expected. 

+ This was an iflandin the Archipelago, lying near the 
fouth-weft point of Afia Minor, and having a city of the 
fame name. It was formerly celebrated fur the birth cf 
Hippocrates the famous phyfician, and Apelles the famous 
painter ; for a ftately temple dedicated to Apolle, and anv- 
ther to Juno; for the richnefs of its wines, and tor the fne- 
nels of a fiug, made here, which was perfectly sran/parent, 
and called weftimerta con, 
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Rhodes +, and from thence to Patara f, where, 
meeting with a fhip bound for Phoenicia, they 
went on board, and, pafling Cyprus, failed to 
Syria, and landed at Tyre, the place where the 
fhip was to unlade her burthen. 

Paul ftaid at Tyre feven days, in the courfe of 
which he was advifed by fome Chriftians of the 
place not to go up to Jerufalem. But this ad- 
vice Paul would by no means take; upon which 
the difciples, accompanied by their wives and 
children, attended him out of the city, and when 
they came to the fea-fhore, Paul knelt down and 
prayed for them, in the fame manner he had done 
before at Miletus. 

From Tyre Paul and his companions failed 
to Prolemais §, where they ftaid one day, fpend- 
ing their time in converfation with the difciples 
of that place. “Phe next day they went to Ce- 
farea, and vilited Philip, one of the feven dea- 
cons, who had been fent by the apoftles to preach 
the Gofpel in Samaria and other places. ‘This 
Philip had four virgin daughters, all of whom 
were endued with the gift of prophecy; andon 
this acccunr, together with Paul’s great regard 
for Philip, he refided at his houfe during his {tay 
at Cefarea. 

While Paul was at Philip’s houfe, there came 
thither a prophet, named Agabus, from Judea. 
This perfon, after the manner of the old pro- 
phets (who often prophcfied by fymbols, or fig- 
nificant expreflions) took Paul’s girdle, and, 
binding it about his own hands and feet, faid, in 
the prefence and hearing of the whole compa- 
ny, Thus faith the Lloly Ghoft ; So fhail the jews 
at ‘Yerufalem bind the man who owneth this girdie, 
and frail celiver Lim into the hands of the Gentiles. 
On the prophet’s faying thefe words, not only 
the companions of Paul, but likewife all the 
Chriftians prefent, were greatly troubled, and 
earneftly befought him that he would not go up 
to Jerufalem. To which Paul replied, Whar 
mean yeto weep, and to break mine heart? for I 
am ready io to be bcund only, but alfo to die at Fe- 
rufalem for the name of be Lord Fefus. 

When the difciples found that Paul’s refolu- 
tion was not to be fhaken, they did not impor- 
tune him any farther; in confequence of which 
he and his companions left Cefarea, and profe- 
cuting their journey arrived fafe at Jerufalem, 
where they were kindly and joyfully reccived by 
the Chriilians of that city. 

The day alter Paul and his companions arrived 
at Jerufalem, they went to the houfe of James 
the apoftle, where the reft of the bifhops and 
governors of the church were affembled toge- 
ther. After mutual falutations, Paul gave them 
a particular account of the fuccefs with which 
God had bleffed his endeavours in propagating 





+ Rhodes lies fouth of the province of Caria in Leffer 
Afia; and, among the Afiatic ifles, was accounted for dig- 
nity next to Cyprus and Lelbos. It was remarkable among 
the antients for the expertnefs of its inhabitants in the art 
of navigation; fora college, in which the fludents were 
eminent for eloquence and mathematics; for the clearnefs 
of its air; for its pleafant and healthy climate, which in- 
duced the Roman nobility to make ita place of their recefs; 


and more efpecially, for its prodigious flatue of brafs, con- | 
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Chriftianity among the Gentiles, for which they 
all joined in glorifying God. Having done this 
they told Paul, that he was now come toa place, 
in which were many thoufands of Jewifh con- 
verts, who were all zealous for the law of Mofes; 
and who had been informed that he taught the 
Jews whom he converted to renounce circumci+ 
fion, and the ceremonies of the law. That as 
foon as the multitude heard of his arrival, they 
would all affemble together to fee how he be- 
haved himfelf in this matter; and therefore, to 
prevent any difturbance, they thought it advife. 
able for him to join himfelf with four men who 
were then going to difcharge a vow; to perform 
the ufual rites and ceremonies with them; to be 
at the charge of having their heads fhaved; and 
to provide fuch facrifices as the law directed ; 
whereby it would appear, that the reports fpread 
of him were groundlels, and that himfelf was 
an obferver of the Mofaic inftitutions. 

Paul readily agreed to follow the advice given 
him by his brethren; in confequence of which 
taking with him the four perfons who were to 
difcharge their vows, he went into the temple, 
and told the pricfts that, as the time of their 
vow was now expired, and their purification re- 
gularly performed, they were come to make their 
oblation according to law. 

The time of offering thefe oblations was feven 
days, near the clofe of which certain Jews from 
Afia (who had there been ftrong oppofers of 
Paul’s doctrine) finding him in the temple began 
to raife a tumult, and feizing on him called to 
their brethren the Jews to afift them, declaring 
that he was the perfon who had preached doc- 
trines derogatory to the Jewifh nation, and de- 
ftructive to the inftitutions of the law of Mofes. 
This accufation, though abfolutely falfe, occa- 
fioned fuch an univerfal difguft among the people 
to Paul, that they immediately fell on him, and 
dragged him out of the temple, fhutting the 
doors to prevent his returning into that holy 
place. After they had got him out of the tem- 
ple they treated him with great indignity, and 
would certainly have killed him, had not Clau- 
dius Lyfias, commander of the Roman garrifen 
in the caftle of Antonia, come, with a confi- 
derable force, to his affitance. Lyfias conducted 
him to the caftle, in the way to which Paul begged 
pemmiffion to fpeak to him; but the governor 
(fuppofing him to be an Fgyptian, who, not ma- 
ny years before, had railed a fedition in Judea, 
und headed a party of four thoufand profligate 
wretches) feemed to refufe him that favour, un- 
til Paul informed him that he was a Jew of Tar- 
fus, and a freeman of a rich and honourable 
city, and therefore humbly hoped that he would 
not deny him the privilege of vindicating him- 

felf, 





fecrated toApollo, or the’ fan, and called his Celoffis. This 
ftatue was feventy cubits high, and ftood aftride over the 
ae of the harbour, fo that the fhips failed between its 
egs. 

} This is a fea-port of Lycia, formerly beautified with a 
good harbour, and many temples, whereof one was dedi- 
cated to Apollo. 

§ A fea-port of Syria, between Tyre and Cefarea. 
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felf. The governor confenting to this requeft, 
Paul, ftanding upon the ftairs that led into the 
caftle, after making figrs for the multitude to 
be filent, made a fpéech to them in the Hebrew 
language, the fubftance of which was to the fol- 
lowing effect : 

«© Liften, ye defcendants of Jacob, to a per- 
fon of your own religion, and like yourfelves a 
child of Abraham ; born in Tarfus, and brought 
up in this city, at the feet of Gamaliel, and fully 
inftruéted in the law delivered by Motes to our 
forefathers, and formerly as zealous for the tem- 
ple worfhip, as ye are at prefent. 

«© Nay, J perfecuted unto death all who be- 
lieved in Jefus, feizing on all J could find, both 
men and women, and cafting them into prifon. 

«« But as I was purfuing my journey, to exe- 
cute this commiffion, and was arrived near Da- 
mafcus, there appeared, about mid-day, a light 
from heaven, fhining round about me. 

“ Terrified at fo aweful an appearance, I fell to 
the ground, and heard a voice, faying unto me, 
Saul, Scul, why perfecuteft thou me? To which 
I anfwered, Who art thou, Lord 2 And the voice 
replied, J am Yefus ef Nazareth, whom thou 
perfecutef. 

“© After recovering from the terror with which 
my mind was filled, I anfwered, /Ybat foall I do, 
Lord? And the Lord faid unto me, rife, and 
gointo Damafcus, and there it fhall be told thee of 
all things which are appointed for thee to do, 

“The brilliancy of the glory deprived me 
of fight; fo that my companions led me by the 
hand to Damafcus, where one Ananias, a per- 
fon well refpected. by all the Jews of that city, 
vifited me, and faid, Brother Saul, receive thy 
fight, And ina moment my eyes were opened, 
and I faw him ftanding before me. When he 
faw that my fight was reftored, he faid to me, 
The God of Abraham, Maac and Jacob, hath 
appointed thee to know his will, to fee the great 
Meffiah, the Holy One of God, and hear the 
voice of his mouth ; for thou art chofen to bea 
witnefs to all the nations of the earth for thofe 
furprizing things thou haft feen and heard. Why, 
therefore, tarrieft thou here any longer? rife, 
and be baptized, and wefh away thy fins, calling on 
the name of the Lord. 

** After this glorious vifion, and miraculous 
power of the Molt High, when I was returned 
from Damafcus to Jerufalem, and offering up 
my prayers in the temple, I fell into a trance, 
and again faw the Great Son of David, who faid 
unto me, Depart quickly from Jerufalem ; for 
the defcendants of Jacob will refufe to believe 
thy teftimony concerning me. And I anfwered, 
“* Lord, they know how cruelly I ufed thy faints 





* As Lyfias did not underftand Hebrew, he could not tell 
what the purport of St. Paul’s fpeech to the people was ; 
but, by their mad and outrageous behaviour, he gueffed that 
he muit have faid fomething very provoking, either againit 
the law or the dignity of their nation, and therefore was 
willing to know the truth of it from himfelf. Scourging 
Was a method of examination ufed by the Romans, and other 
nations, to force {uch as were fuppofed guilty co confefs 
what they had done, what were their motives, and who were 
acceflaries to the fact. 
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and followers: that I impfifoned, and beat them, 
in every fynagogue whither I went. Nay, when 
they fhed the blood cf thy holy Martyr Stephen; 
I was alfo one of the fpectators; I confented to 
his death ; I even kept the raiment of thofe that 
flew him.” But the Lord replied, Depart : for 
TZ will fend theé far hence unto the Gentiles.” 

The Jews had been very quiet, and paid great 
attention to Paul’s fpeech till he came to this part 
of it! his mentioning the commiffion he had 
received to preach the Gofpel to the Gentiles, 
threw them into the moft violent outrage, and 
they cried out, with one voice, svay with Such 
a fellow from the earth: for it is net fit that he 
foould live. And, the more to exprefs their in- 
dignation, they threw off their cloches, and calt 
duft into the air, as if they intended that mo- 
ment to ftone him. 

When Lyfias; the ¢aptain of the guard, found 
to what a violent degree the people were incenfed 
againft Paul, he ordered him to be taken within 
the caftle, and thar he fhould be examined by 
fcourging till he confeffed the reafon of the un- 
common rage fhewn againft him by the people *. 
Accordingly, the liétor bound him, and was 
going to put the orders he had received into ex- 
ecution, when Paul afked the centurion who 
ftood by, whether or not it was lawful co fcource a 
citizen of Rome, before any fentence had been 
paffed upon him? But the centurion, initcad 
of anfwering his queftion, immediately repaired 
to Lyfias, befeeching him to be careful how he 
proceeded againft the prifoner, becaufe he was 
a Roman. On this information Tyfias went im- 
mediately into the prifon, and afked Paul whether 
he was really a free citizen of Rome? Being 
anfwered in the affirmative, 1.) fias faid, he had 
himfelf procured that great privilege by a large 
fum of money ; upon which Paul anfwered, at 
Iwas free-boru +. On receiving this account, 
Lyfias commanded the centurion not to fcourge 
him, being terrified at what he had already done, 
namely, his caufing to be bound with chains a 
free denizen of the Roman empire. The next 
day he ordered his chains to be taken off; and 
that he might thoroughly fatisfy himfelf of the 
caufe of fo unufual a tumult, convened the mem- 
bers of the Sanhedrim, before whom he con- 
duéted Paul, in order to undergo an examination 
by that tribunal. 

Paul was not in the leaft terrified at the fight 
of fo confiderable and powerful an affembly. 
Without waiting for any queftions being afked 
him, looking earneftly at the council, he cooly 
faid, Men and brethren, I Lave lived in all good 
confcience befere God until this dayf. But how- 
ever this expreffion might tend to fhew the true , 
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+ It is probable that Paul’s father might have been re. 
warded with the frecdom of the city for his fidelity and bra. 
very in fome military. iervice, emoluments being then con. 
ferred, not on thofe who had moft intereit with men in 
power, but on thofe who had moft merit from their actions, 

} The apottle, by here ufing the words @ good conjiience, 
does not mean acon{cience void of all error and ofence, be. 
caufe he owns himfelf to have been guilty of a great tin in 
perfecuting the charch of Chrift, y Vim. 1.13. ts Meaning 


7 thetefors 


630 Tue HISTORY of 


ftate of his mind, Ananias the high-prieft was 
fo offended at it, that he commanded thofe who 
ftood next him to ftrike him on the face; at 
which Paul replied, God (hall fmite thee, thou 
whited wall§. Onthis, fome of the fpectators, 
looking fternly at Paul, cried out, Révileft thou 
God's high-prieft ? In anfwer to this Paul told 
them, he did not know that Ananias was high- 
prieft, not fuppofing it poffible, that a perfon 
who can give fuch unjuft orders could be 
invefted with fo facred a character. But, fince 
ic was fo, he confefled it was very wrong to. 
revile him, God himfelf having commanded 
that xo man fbould fpcak evil of the rulers of the 
peaple, art 

Paul, percciving that the council confifted 
partly of Sadducees, and partly of Pharifees (in 
order to elude the malice of his enemies) made 
open declaration that he was a Pharifee, even as 
his father was before him, and that the great of-: 
fence taken againft him was, his belief of a fu- 
ture refurreétion. ‘This declaration threw the 
whole court in confufion, by exciting the regard 
of the Pharifees, who favoured the doctrine of 
the refurreétion, and incurring the refenement 
of the Sadducees, who ftrongly oppofed it. 

The diffentions between thefe two fects, on 
this occafion, arofe to fuch a violent degree, that 
Lyfias, fearing Icft Paul fhould be torn in pieces 
between them, commanded the foldiers to take 
him from the bar, and re-conduct him to the 
caftle. This was accordingly done, and to com-~- 
fort him after all his frights and fears, God was 
pleafed to appear to him that night in a vifion, 
encouraging him to conftancy and refolution, 
and affuring him that, as he had borne teftimony 
to his caufe at Jerufalem, fo, in defpite of all 
his enemies, he fhould live to do the like at 
Rome. Be of good cheer, Paul: for as thou kaft 
teftified of mein Jerufalem, fo muft thou bear wit- 
nefs alfo at Rome. 

The next morning the Jews, whofe envy and 
malice were increaled againft Paul by the dila- 


tory proceedings of the Sanhedrim, determined | 


to ufe a quicker method of putting a period to 
his life. In order to this abour forty of the 
moft turbulent among them entered into a wicked 
confpiracy, which they ratified with an impre- 


therefore is, fuch a confcience as was confiftent with the 
ideas he entertained at different periods of his life, namely, 
before and after his converfion. The fenfe, therefore, of 
this paflage may be thus explained: ‘* While I was perfua- 
«¢ ded that the Chriftian religion was falfe, I perfecuted it 
*¢ with the utmolt vigour ; but, as foon as I came to per- 
*« ceive its Divine inflitutton, I declared for it, and have, 
“© ever fince, maintained it, even to the hazard of my life, 
‘© The religion of the Jews I did not forfake out of any 
*« hardfhips that it required, or any prejudice I had con- 
«© ceived againft its precepts ; nordid I embrace that of the 
«« Chriftians upon any other account, than a full conviction 
*« of its truth and veracity. Iwasa good Jew, in fhort, as 
long as 1 thought it my duty to be fo; and, when I thought 
«* it my duty to be otherwife, I became a zealous Chriftian ; 
** in all which God knows the fincerity of my heart, and is 
“* witnefs of my uprightnefs.”” 

§ A whited wall was a proverbial expreffion, denoting an 
hypocrite of any kind, and the propriety of it appears in 
chis—'That as the wall had a fair outfide, but nothing but 
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cation never to eat or drink, until they badt 
killed Paul. Having formed this inburnan! re-i 
folution they went to the Sanledrim.:and: ac-> 
quainted them with their defign, to effe&-which' 
they advifed, that fome of the members fhouid’ 
folicit Lyfias to bring Paul again before them,: 


under pretence of enquiring more accurately into 


his cafe, and that, before he reached: the court,: 
they. would not fail to way-lay and difparch) 
him. 

This wicked plot was readily approved of : by 
the Sanhedrim, but its execution. was happily 
fruftrated by Paul’s nephew, who, having .dif- 
covered their intentions, went immediately to 
his uncle, to whom he related the whole affair.: 
Paul communicated the intelligence to Lyfias, 
who immediately commanded: two parties of 
foot, and one of horfe, to be ready by nine 
o’clock, in order to conduét him to Cefarea, 
where Felix, the Roman governor, then refided. 
At the fame time Lyfias difpatched a letter to 
Felix, the fubftance of which was, ‘ thar the 
‘© perfon whom he had fent tc him was a free- 
‘© man of Rome; that the Jews had ill treated 
‘¢ him, and confpired againft his life; that the 
‘© meafures he had taken were defigned to fecure 
** him from the violence of the multitude; and 
‘¢ that he had ordered his enemies to appear be- 
«* fore him at Cefarea, that he might judge what 
«¢ was the caule of their being fo incented againft 
«© the perfon whom he had fent to him under 
«* military protection.” 

The guards, having received thefe orders 
from Lyfias, conducted Paul the fame night to 
Antipatris |, and the next morning ta Cefarea. 
On their arrival there, they immediately gave 
Lyfias’s letter to Felix, who, after having read 
the contents, afked Paul fome qgueltions relative 
to the place of his birth, and the manner of his 
life. Finding, by his anfwers, that Paul was a 
native of Cilicia, Felix told him, that as foon 
as his accufers came thither from Jerufglem, he 
would give him a fair and candid hearing; and, 
in the mean time, gave orders that he fhould be 
fecured in that part of lis palace called Herod’s 
Hall *, where he fhould be fupplied with every 
article that was neceffary during his confine- 
ment. 
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dirt, or fticks, and ftones within, fo the high-prieft had the 
outward appearance of a righteous judge, fitting as one that 
would pafs fentence according to law, and yet commanding 
him to be punifhed for fpeaking the truth, and fo con- 
demning the innocent, contrary to the law of nature, 25 
well as that of Mofes. Our Bleffed Saviour makes ufe of a 
comparifon of the fame nature, when he calls the fcribes and 
Pharilees whited fepulchres. It fhould be obferved, in vin- 
dication of St, Paul, that his words, God fball fmite thee. 
are a predidtion, not an imprecation ; and a prediction which 
Jofephvs tells us was fulfitted in a thort time ; for he was 
murdered in a mutiny. ; 

lt Antipatris was a city on the borders of Samaria, neat 


- the Mediterranean Sea ; and fituated about thirty-eight miles 


from jai . i 

* This was a magnificent palace built by Hered the Great 
for his own habitation whenever he went to Cefarea; and was 
afterwards ufed by the Roman governars for the place of 
their refidence, and for the confinement of fome particular 
perfons. 
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Paul is taken: before : Felis, and acguits: bimfelf of the: actufasion laid azainft bim by Teriullus; pie of 

bts ‘principal enemies. , Felix ts tervified at ‘the 'farce'y bi¢ iad, bee Paul ‘is taken before Feftus 
(the fudceffer’ of Fels) and’ after anpiveriag ‘the acebifatlin' 1did apbinn bim by the’ Jews, makes an 
appeal unto Cafar, He boldly defends ‘bimjelf,. and: the Chriftian cafes before Fefus dnd king Agrippa: 

: Us fent.ta:Rome by fea,.in the way to which he is Soipwrecked, aud caft- upon the ifland of Melitus; 
where ba parforms feveral -Gftonifbing miracles. .He 4s cOndufled, from thence to Rome; uhere be is 
received With the moft ‘diftinguifoed refpeF by the Chriftians in thet city. He confers with the chief of 
the Fews,.to whom be preaches the doGrine of tht Gafel with different Succes. Writes an Epiftle to 
Philemon, a perfon of diftinition at Coloffe. Sends Epiftles 16-the Philippiansy Epbefians and Cc- 
leffians. The Epiftle of Fameés to the difperfed Tribes, with an account of the fufferings and martyr- 
dom of that apoftle. * ae ude 7 


“ter arpa; 


or the leaft tumultuous affembly. It was there. 
fore neceffary that thefe Jews fhould have been 
here, if they had any thing to alledge againtt 
me. Nay, I appeal to thofe of the Sanhedrin 
here prefent, if any thing hag been laid to my 
charge, except the objections of the Sadducees, 
who violently appofed me for afferting the doc-~ 
trine of the refurrection.” 

. Felix, having thus heard both parties, refuted 
to make any final determination cll he had more 
fully advifed about it; and confulted Lyfias, the 
governor of the caftle, who was the moft proper 
perion to give an account of the cau of the 
controverfy. In the mean tine Felix gave or- 
ders that, though Paul thould be kept under a 
guard, yet his confinement fhould be {o free and 
eafy, that none of his friends fhould be hindered 
from vifiting,’ or doing him any offices of kind- 
nefs, 

A few days after this Felix, being defirous 
that his wife Drufilla (who had been a Jewefs) 
fhould hear Paul, he ordered him to be brought 
before them, and gave him permiffion to fpeak 
freely concerning the doétrines of Chriftianity, 
In his difcourfe he particularly pointed out the 
great obligation which the laws of Chrilt laid on 
mankind to preferve juftice and righteoufnels, 
fobriety and chaftity, both towards themfelves 
and others, more efpecially from this confidera- 
tion, viz. the ftri@ and impartial account that 
mutt be given, in the day of judgment, of all 
the actions of their paft lives, and the confe- 
quences that would inevitably follow, either tg 
be rewarded or eternally punifhed. 

This difcourfe had ijuch an effect on Felix, 
that he could not help trembling as he fat on his 
throne ; and, as foon as he had a little recovered 
his fpirits, he abruptly interrupted Paul, by fay- 
ing, Go thy way for this time; when I havea coy 
venient feafon, I <xi!l call for thee. 

Felix, no doubt, had fufficient reafon to trem- 
ble, and his confcience tobe fenfibly alarmed at 
Paul's difcourfe ; for he was a man notorioufly 
infamous for rapine and violence. Hemade his 
own will the law of his government, ening 

al 
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FTER Paul had , been. confined five days 
A at Cefarea, by order, of Felix, there came 
thither Ananias the high-prieft, and feveral other 
members of the Sanhedrim, together with Ter- 
tullus, aman of great elocution, and an invete- 
rate enemy to Paul. . Being all affembled before 
Felix, Tergullus made a long fpeech, in which 
he made ufe of all the infiuating arts that could 
arife from human invention to prepoffefs the Go- 
vernor in his own favour ;. having done which 
he accufed Paul “ of bein a feditious’ perfon, 
and a difturber of the public peace; who had 
fet himfelf at the head of the fe& of Nazarenes, 
and made no manner of fcruple to’ profane even 
the temple itfelf.” This accufation was altoge- 
ther falfe, notwithftanding which it was con- 
firmed by all the members of the Sanhedrim, 
who had come from Jerufalem on this occa-: 
fion. ; 

Tertullus having finifhed his accufation againft 
Paul, Felix told him that he was now at liberty 
to make his defence ; upon which Paul addreffed 
himfelf to the court in words to ‘this effect : 

“* T anfwer this charge of the. Jews with the 

greater fatisfaction before thee, becaufe thou haft 
for many years been a judge of this nation. About 
twelve days fince, l'repaired ‘to Jerufalem, to 
worthip the God of Jacob. Bur I neither dif. 
puted with any yuan, or endeavoured to ftir the 
people in the fynagogues or the city. Nor can 
they prove the charge they. have brought againtft |} 
me. 
“* This, however, I readily confefs, that after 
the way which they call berefy, fo worfoip I the 
God of my fathers, and according to this faith, I |! 
am careful to maintain -a-clear ‘and quiet con- 
{cicnce, both towards God and man. 

“* After I had {pent fome years in diftant coun- 
tries, I repaired to Jerufalem, with-the alms I 
had colleéted in other provinces, for the poor 
of mine own nation, an offerings to the God of 
Jacob. And while I was performing the duties 
of religion, certain Afiatic Jews found me in 
the temple, purified according to the law; but 
neither attended with a multizude of followers, 
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all manner of cruelty and injuftice. To thefe 
bad qualities he added bribery and covetoufnefs ; 
and therefore often fent for Paul to difcourfe with 
him, expeéting he would have given him a-confi-- 
derable fum for his releafe, having, in all proba- 
bility, heard that Paul had taken with him a 
large quantity of money to Jerufalem. But 
finding that no offers were wade him, either by 
the apoftle or his friends, he kept him prifoner 
two years ; when himfelf being difcharged from 
his office by Nero, he lefe Paul in prifon,. in 
order to gratify the malice of the. Jews *, and 
engage them to fpeak the better of him, after . 
his departure from Judea. . i : 

On the depofition of Felix the government of ° 
Judea was invefted in Portius Feftus,; who, after 
ftaying thrce days at Cefarea, went to Jerufa 
lem. On his arrival thither, the high-prieft, and. 
other members of the Sanhedrim, exhibited trefh 
accufations againft Paul, and, in order to his 
trial, defired that he might be fent for up to Je- 
rufalem, intending to have him affaffinated in 
the way. But Feftus, being unwilling to grant 
their requeit, told them, that he was fhortly 
going himfelf to Cefarea, and that if they had _ 
any complaint againft Paul, they muft come thi- ' 
ther and accufe him, when he would not fail to | 
do them juftice. 

In contequence of this the Jews followed 
Feflus to Cefarea, and when he was feated on 
his throne, they renewed their charge, and pro- 
duced their articles againft Paul, which were 
much the fame as what they had accufed him of . 
before Felix. But Paul defended himfelf fo 
well, by making it appear that he had neither 
offended againft the Jewith laws, nor againft the 
temple, nor againft the emperor, that their 
charge, for want of fufficient proof, fell to the 
ground.  Feflus, however, being willing to 
procure the favour of the Jews at his entrance 
on the government, afked Paul if he would go 
and be tried before him at Jerufalem ? But the 
apoftle, well knowing the malice of his enemies, 
and being unwilling to truft himfelf in their 
power, boldly declared, ‘* as he then ftood at 
the emperor’s judgment-feat, when he ought to 
have a final trial, if he had done any thing worthy 
ef death, he did not with to avoid punifhment : 
but that, as he had nor injured any of the Jews, 
and they could not prove any thing againft him, 
he ought not to be made a vilim to their fury ; 
and therefore, as he was a Roman, he appealed 
to the emperor himfelf +”. Feftus, finding Paul 
refolute in maintaining his privilege, conferred 
for fome time with his council, and then, with 
fome feeming emotion, told him that, fince he 
had appealed unto Cefar, unto Cafar he fhould go. 





* Felix had greatly exafperated the Jews by his unjuft and 
violent proceedings while he continued in the government ; 
and therefore, upon his difmiffion, he thought to have paci- 


fied them, in fome meafure, by leaving Paul (whom he | 


might have difcharged long before) flill in cuftody, and con- 
fequently fill liable to become a prey to their greedy malice, 


But herein he found himfelf greatly miltaken ; for no fooner | 


was he removed fiom his office, than feveral of the principal 
i of Cefarea took a journey to Rome on purpofe to accufe 
im, and would certainly have wrought his tuin, had no 
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A few days after this king Agrippa (who fuc- 
ceeded Herod in the tetrarchate of Galilee) with 
his fifter Bernice, went to Cefarea, in order to 

“pay avifit co the new governor:~ Feftus~ took 
this opportunity of mentioning Paul’s cafe to 
Agrippa, with the remarkable tumult that had 
been occafioned by him among the Jews, and 
the appeal he trad made to Cefar; the whole of 
which he related in words to this effect: “ That 
« Felix, upon his parting with the government 


“8 Of: Juidea, had teft a certain priferer, agaitit 
whom fome of the chief of the Jews had 


“brought an information, and. immediately 
* demanded judgment, which, according to 
«¢ the Roman law, could not be done without 
«¢ firft hearing the cafe, and bringifg the par- 
“ ties together. * Uhat to. this. purpofe ‘he -had 
«* ordered. his accufers to cemé to ‘Cefaréa, but, 


«© upon the refult, found that the difpute between 


« them was about matters.of religion, and whe- 
“ cher a perfon, called Jefus, was really dead 
“ oralive. That, being himfelf unacquainted 
« with fuch kind of controverfies, he had re- 
« ferred the prifoner to the Jewifh Sanhedrim, 
“ but that he, declining’ their judgment, Rad 
‘© appealed to Crefar ; and that therefore he kept 
« him ftill in prifon, until he could meet witha 
“ convenient opportunity to fend him to Rome.” 
This account given of Paul by Feftus greatly 
excited the curiofity of king Agrippa, who inti- 
mated his defire of hearing himfelf what Paul 
had to fay in his own defence. Accordingly the 
next day the king and his fifter, accompanied 
by Feftus the governor, and feveral other perfons 
of diftin€tion, went into the court with a pom- 
pous and fplendid retinue, where the prifoner 
was brought before them. As foonas Paul ap- 
peared Feftus informed the court ‘ how greatly 
«* he had been importuned by the Jews, both 
“ at Cefarea and Jerufalem, to put the prifoner 
«© to death as a malefactor; but having, on ex- 
‘* amination, found him. guilty of no capital 
“© crime, and the prifoner himfelf having ap- 
«¢ pealed unto Cafar, he was determined to fend 
«¢ him to Rome. That he was willing, however, 
«¢ to have his caufe again difcuffed before fo ju- 
«© dicious a perfon as Agrippa, that he might be 
«< furnifhed with fome material particulars to 
<¢ fend with him; as it would be highly abfurd 
“< to fend a prifoner without fignifying the crimes 
«¢ alledged againft him.” 
Feftus having finifhed his fpeech, king Agrip- 
pa told Paul he was at full liberty to make his 
own defence; upon which, after filence being 
called, Paul, chiefly addreffing himfelf to Agrip- 
pa, fpoke to this effect: ; 
“ T confider it as a peculiar happinefs, king 
5 = [xy Agrippa, 
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his brother Pallas (who was in very diftinguifhed favour 
with Nero) interceded for his pardon. 

+ This manner of appealing was very common among the 
Romans, and introduced to fecure the lives and fortunes of 
the people from the unjuft encroachments and over-rigorous 
feverities cf the magiitrates. Paul well knew he fhould not 
have fair and equitable dealings from the governor, when 
fwayed hy the Jews, his {worn ard inveterate enemies, a0 
therefore appealed from him to the emperor; nor coul 
Fefts deny his demand. 
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Agrippa, that I'am to make my defence 
againft the accufations of the Jews, before 
thee ; becaufe thou art well acquainted with 
their cuftoms, and the queftions commant 
debated among them: I therefore befee 

** thee to hear me patiently. All the Jews are 
*« well acquainted with my manner of life, 
from my youth, the greateft part of it having 
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rufalem. .They alfoknow that I was educa- 
ted under the. inftitutions of the Pharifees, 
the ftricteft fe& of our religion, andam now 
© arraigned for a tenet believed by all their fa- 
«« thers; a tenet fufficiently credible in itfelf 
“* and plainly revealed in the fcriptures, I mean 
« the refurrection of the dead. Why fhould 
any. mortal chink it either incredible or im- 
poffible, that God fhould raife the dead? 

“ J, indeed, thought myfelf indifpenfibly 
obliged to oppofe the religion of Jefus -f 
Nazareth. Nor was I fatisfied with imprifon- 
«* ing and punifhing with death itfelf, the faints 
sc] Fiatd at Jerufalem; I even perfecuted them 
© in ftrange cities, whither my implacable zeal 
‘© purfued them, having procured authority for 
‘© that purpofe from the chief priefts and el- 
*¢ ders. 

“«< Accordingly, I departed for Damafcus, 
‘¢ with acommiffion from the Sanhedrim; but 
“© as I was travelling towards that city. I faw at 
*« mid-day, O king, a light from heaven, far 
*© exceeding the brightnefs of the fun, encom- 
“* paffing me and my companions. On feeing 
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“© this awful appearance, we all fell to the earth ; [| 


* andI heard a voice, which faid to me, in the 
* Hebrew language, Saul, Saul, why perfecuteft 
“© thou me? It is bard for thee to kick againft the 
“ pricks? To which I anfwered, Who art thou, 
“* Tord ? And he replied, J am Fefus, whom 
“* thou perfecute?. But ‘be not terrified, arife 


“ from the earth: for I have appeared unto thee, » 


* that thou mighteft be both a witnefs of the 
‘© things thou haft feen, and alfo of others which 
“ T will hereafter reveal unto thee ; my power, 
“¢ delivering thee from the Jews and Gentiles, 
*< to whom now I fend thee to preach the Gof- 
*€ pel; to withdraw the veil of darknefs and ig- 
* norance: to turn them from falfhood unto 
‘truth, and from the power of Satan unto God. 

“* Accordingly,. king Agrippa, I readily obey- 
“« ed the heavenly vifion; I preached the Gofpel 
‘© firft to the inhabitants of Damafcus, then to 


“« thofe of Jerufalem, and Judea, and afterwards © 


“* to the Gentiles; perfuading them to forfake 
“‘ their iniquities, and, by fincere repentance, 
“* turn to the living God. 

“© Thefe ‘endeavours to fave the fouls of finful 
‘* mortals exafperated the Jews, who caught me 
‘* in the cemple, and entered into a confpiracy to 
“ deftroy me. But, by the help of Omnipo- 
* tence, I ftill remain a witnefs to all the human 





* It was the cuftom of the Romans, that after a prifoner 
had appealed unto the emperor, no inferior judge could ei- 


thercondemn or acquit him. ; 

+ Adramyrttium was a fea-port in Myfia, a province of 
Afia Minor; lying oppofite to the ifle of Lefbos, and not far 
from Troas. 
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been {pent with mine own countrymen at Jee, 







‘vens, on the coaft of the fame ifland. 
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«© race, preaching nothing but what Mofes and 
‘¢ all che prophets foretold ; namely, That the 
© Meffiah thould fuffery be the firft that fhould 
‘© rife from the chambers of the grave, and ‘pub- 
“*€ lith the glad tidings of falvation, both to the 
*¢ Jews and Gentiles.” 

This difcourfe was conceived in fuch a light 
by Feftus, that he thought Paul was delirious, 
and therefore abruptly told him, that his too 
much learning had made him mad. The reply 
Paul made to this was to the following purport : 
*¢ Tam far, moft noble Feftus, from being tranf- 
* ported with idle and diftracted ideas; the 
words I fpeak are dictated by truth and fobri- 
‘© ety: and I am perfuaded that king Agrippa 
*€ himfelf is not ignorant of thofe things ; ie 
“© they were tranfatted openly before the world. 
*¢ Tam confident. king Agrippa, that thou be- 
*© lieveft the prophets; and therefore muft know 
“© that all their predictions were fulfilled in 
** Chrift,”” To this Agrippa anfwered, © Thou 
** haft almoft perfuaded me to become a 
 Chriftian.” Paul replied, “ I fincerely wifli, 
* that not only thou, but alfo all that hear 
“© me, were not almoff, but altogether, the fame 
© as myfelf, except being prifoners.” Upon 
this the affembly broke up; and, when Agrip- 
pa and Feftus had conferred together about 
Paul’s cafe, they freely owned that the accufa- 
tion laid againft him amounted neither to a capi- 
tal offence, nor any thing deferving imprifon- 
ment; and that, had he not appealed unto Cze- 
far, he might have been legally difcharged *. 

It being now finally ‘determined that Paul 
fhould be fent to Rome, he, and fome other 


€ 
¢ 


a 


a 


a 


a 


a 


‘prifoners of note, were committed to the charge 


of one Julius, a centurion, or captain of a le- 
gion called Auguftus’s Band. Accordingly they 
went on board a fhip of Adramyttium +, and, 


‘coafting along Afia, arrived at Sidon, where Ju. 


lius (who all along treated Paul with great civi- 
lity) gave him leave to go afhore, and refrefh him- 
felf. From Sidon they fet fail, and came wishin 


| fight of Cyprus, and having paffed over the feas 


of Cilicia and Pamphylia, landed at Myra, a 
port in Lycia, where the fhip finifhed its voyage. 
From hence they embarked on board a fhip of 
Alexandria bound for Italy ; and having paffed 
by Cnidus {, with fome difficulty made for Sa- 
lome, a promontory on the Eaftern fhore of 
Crete, from whence, after many days flow fail- 
ing, they arrived at a place called the Fair Ha- 
As the 
feafon of the year was far advanced, and failing 
in thofe feas exceeding daggerous, Paul advifed 
the centurion to put in here, and winter. But 
Julius, preferring the judgment of the mafter of 
the fhip, and the wind, at that time, blowing 
gently at fouth, they put again to fea, in hopes 
of reaching Phenice, another harbour of Crete, 
where there was fafe riding, and there to winter. 

It 
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t Cnidus was a city which flood on a promontory, or fore- 
land of the fame name, in that part of the province of Caria 
which was more particularly called Doris, This city was 
remarkable for the worthip of Venus, and for the celebrated 
ftatue of that goddefs made by the famous artificer Fraxj- 


teles. 
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It was not long, howéver, before they found 
themfelves difappointed ; for the calm foutherly 
gale, which blew before, fuddenly changed to a 
ftor:ny and tempeftuous north-eaft wind, which 
bore down all before it, fo that they were forced 
to let the fhip drive; but, to fecure it from fplit- 
ting, they undergirt it, and, to prevent its run- 
ning aground on the fhallows, threw out a great 
part of its lading and tackle. 

In this wretched and dangerous fituation did 
they continue for the fpace of fourteen days, 
during which they neither faw fun or ftars, fo 
that the whole company (except Paul) began to 
give themfelves up as loft. This being obferved 
by the apoftle, he addreffed himfelf to them in 
words to this effect: ‘* Had you taken my ad- 


THE 


“ vice, and ftaid at Crete, you would not have 
been in this danger; but take comfort, for. 
“« we fhall fuffer no lofs but that of the fhip. 
This I can affure you has been made known to, 


ce 
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me by a Divine meffenger, who, appearing to 
me in the night, faid, Fear not Paul, for 
“* thou muft be brought before Czefar, and God 
“‘ hath, for thy fake, granted life and fafety to 
all them that are with thee in the fhip. Where- 
fore be of good cheer, for 1 am confident this 
vifion will be made good, coming from God, 
as it certainly doth. But one paffage more I 
received in this vifion, namely, that after fhip- 
wreck we fhall be caft ona certain ifland.” 

On the fourteenth night the failors, thinking 
they were near Jand founded, and found them- 
felves in twenty fathoms water, foon after which 
they were convinced, by a fecond fonnding, that 
they were near fome coaft. But apprehending 
that they might ftrike upon fome fhelves in the 
dark, they thought proper to come to an anchor, 
till the morning might give them better infor- 
mation. In the mean time the weather conti- 
nuing exceeding boifterous, they altered their 
intentions, and not ftaying for day-light, at- 
tempted to fave themfelves by getting into the 
boat. Onthis Paul told Julius, ‘ that though 
he had faid no perfon in the fhip fhould perifh, 
it was upon condition that they believed and 
trufted in God for their prefervation : that there- 
fore the feamen fhould continue in the fhip and 
do their duty, and not endeavour to effect their 
efcape by the boat; which, if they did they 
would be all in danger of their lives.” 
Upon this the foldiers, to prevent the feamens 
defign, cut the ropes that faftened the boar, 
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which was foon dsiven away by the impetuofity | 


of the waves. 

A little before day-break Paul advifed all the 
people on board the fhip to take fome refrefh- 
ment, becaufe, during the time of their danger, 





§ This ifland is fuppofed to have received its name from 
the great quantity of honey (in Greek called AMe/i) which 
itproduccd, Itis computed to be about twelve miles broad, 
and twenty long. It lies diftant from Sicily about fixty miles, 
At prefent it is called Malta, and 3s remarkable on account 
of its being granted to the knights of St. John of Jerufatem 

-*(farmerly called the knights of Rhodes, but now knights of 
* Malta) by the emperor Charles V. after the Turks had driven 
them out of Rhodes in the year of Our Lord 1530. ‘Thefe 
knights, acecrding to the inftication, are in number a thou- 
jand, of which five hundred are to be refident in the ifland ; 
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‘of haven, they refolved, if poffible,' to 
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which had been fotirteen days, they had taken 
but very little fufterrance ; and, to encourage 


them to do this, he affnred them again, that xgt 


a hair _of the'r beads fhould perifh. Waving faid 
this, Paul took bread, and gave thanks to God in 
the prefence of them all; and-when be had broken 
it, be began to eat. Then were they ail cf good 
cheer, and they alfo tock fome meat. 


* Inthe moming they difeovered land, and, dif- 


cerning a creek, which feemed to make a kind 
ut in 
there; but, in their paffage, unexpectedly fell 
into a place where two feas mé¢t, and where the 


fore-part of the thip ftriking upon a néck of land 
that ran-cutinto the fea, the hinder part wasfoon 


beaten in pieces by the violence of the waves. 
When the foldiers faw what was likely to be their 
fate, they propofed -putting all the prifoners to 
the fword, left any of them fhould ‘fwith to land, 
and.make their efcape ; but the centurion, who 
was willing to fave Paul, not approving of this 
defign, gave orders that every one fhould fhift 
for himfelf ; the iffue of which was, that, fome 
by fwimming, others faftening to planks, and 
others on pieces of the broken fhip (to the num- 
ber of 276 perfons) all got fafe on fhore. 

The country on which they were caft was (as 
Paul had foretold) an ifland called Melita §, now 
called Malta, fituated in the Lybian’Sea between 
Syracufe and Africa. The natives of the place 
received them with great civility and kindnefs, 
made fires to dry their wet clothes, and enter- 
tained them with every neceffary that was requi- 
fite for their diftreffed ‘fituation. , 

As Paul was laving a few fticks upon the fire, 
a viper, enlivened by the Heat, came out of ‘the 
bundle of wood froin whence.he had taken them, 
and faftened upon his hand. When the natives 
faw this they concluded that he muft certainly 
be fome notorious murderer, who, though Pro- 
vidence had fuffered to efcape the dangers of the 
fea, had referved for a more public and folemn 
execution. But when they faw him fhake off the 
venemous creature into the fire, and no harm en- 
fue, they changed their fentiments, and cried 
out, that be was a god}, 

At a fmall diftance from that part of the ifland 
on which Paul and his company were fhipwreck- 
ed lived Publius the governor, who received 
and entertained them with great civility and 
hofpitality for three days. During this ‘time 
Paul, being informed that the governor’s ‘father 


lay dangeroufly ill of a fever and ‘bloody flux, 


in acknowledgment for the favours.received from 
Publius, -went to his apartment, and. after pray- 
ing fome time, layed his hands upon ‘him and 
healed him. The news of chis miraculous cure 

io. OH was 





the other five hundred are difperfed through Chriitendom ia 
their feveral feminaries, which are in France, [taly and Ger- 
many ; as there was one alfoin Engtand, -before it was-fup- 
prefled by king Henry VIII. They are called knights 4o/p- 
tallers; from-whom many places that formerly belonged to 
them here in England, do ffill retain fomething of their name, 
by being called-in fhort /pitzals. ‘ 
Il Hercules was one of the gods whom the people. of this 
iMahd worthipped ; and to him they afcribed the power -of 


curing the bite of fergents. 
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was foon fpread throughout the ifland,.ia con-. 
fequence of which fuch as were afflifted, with 
any difeafe were brought to Paul, who reftored 
them to their former healsh and. fr. ngth. This 
increafed Paul’s fame, and was of cgnfiderable 
advantage to his companions and, fellow-fulferers, ° 
who, on his account, were highly careffed and 
entertained: and when they left the ifland they 
received many marks of efteem from the inha- 
bitants, who furnifhed them with all neceflaries 
proper for their voyage. rea 

After ftaying three months at,.Miletus they 
embarked on-board the.Caftor and Pollux, a fhip 
of Alexandria bound for Italy. On their arrival 
at Syracufe™, they .caft anchor. and went on 
fhore to refrefh themfelves. Here they ftopped 
three days, when they again embarked, and 
failed for Rhegium f, and from thence to Puteo- 
lit, where they landed. Finding in this place 
fome Chriftians, at their earneft folicitation, they 
continued with them a week, and then fet for- 
ward on their journey to Rome. 

When the Chriftians of Rome heard that Paul 
was on his journey to that city, great numbers 
of them went to meet him, fome as far as Apii- 
forum §, and others as far as a place called the 
Three Taverns |]. 
was greatly rejoiced, and thanked God and took 
courage. They all conducted him ina kind of 
triumph to the city, on their arrival at which Ju- 
lius delivered the reft of his prifoners.aver ;to.the 
captain of the guard; but Paul was permitted 


to take up his refidence in a private -houfe, with , 


only one toldier to guard him. 


After Paul had been at Rome three days he | 


fent for the heads, or rulers of the Jews,.in that 
city, who being affembled, he addreffed ,himfelf 


to them in words to this effect: “« Men and. 


“* brethren, though I have done nothing contra- 


“ ryto the laws and cuftoms of the Jews, yet 
“was I by them apprehended and accufed be- 
“© fore the Roman governor, who, when he had 
** examined me, and found no capital accufation 
laid by my enemies, would have difcharged 
me. 
“ to appeal to Cvefar to get out of their hands, 
«* not that I had any complaint to make to him 


cc 


ce 





* This was a city of Sicily, feated on the eaftaide of the 
land, witha tine profpect tromevery entrance both by fea 
and land. Its port, which had the fea_on both fides of it, 
was almoft all of irenvironed with beautiful buildings, and 
all that part of it, which was withont the city, was on both 
fides banked up, and iuftained with very fair walls of marble. 
"The city itfelt, while in its {plendor, was che largeft-and 
richeft that the Greeks poffefled in any part of the World. 
For (according to Strabo) it was twenty-two miles in circum fe- 
rence ; and both Livy and Plutarch informs-us, that-the fpoil 
of it was equal to chat of Carthage. It was called quadru- : 
plex, as being divided into four parts, Acradino, ‘Tyche, | 
Neapolis, and the ifland of Ortygia. ‘lhe fidt.of thefe.con- ' 
tained in it the famous temple of Jupiter; the fecond, the | 
temple of Forture ; the third, a large Amphisheatre, and | 
a wonderfal flatue of Apollo in the midft of a {pacious {quare ; 
and the fourth, the two temples of Diana and Minerva, and . 
the renowncd fountain of Arethufa. About two hundred | 
and ten years before the Birth of Chrift, this city was-taken ' 
and facked by Marcellus, the Roman general, .and,.in ftorm- ; 
ing the place, Archimedes, the great Mathematician, .who is j 
efteemed the firft inventor of the iphere, and who, during the | 
fiege, had forely galled the Romans with his military *n- ' 


gines, was flain by a common foldier, while he was intent ; 
ook 
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As foon as Paul faw them he | 


But the Jews oppofing it, I was forced | 
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f€ apainft my countrymen. And this.is thecaule 
«¢ of my defiring.to fpeak with you, for 1. am 


» far reaching she belief 
“< and expectatian of .aifugyre reGirredtion, which 
«tig the -refulr of all the promifes.of Gad to the 
%« Jews, and that on which every true Ifraelite 
«« depends.” The anfwers phe. rulers made to 
this was to the following purport: ‘“ We have 
«€ no letters from Judea.that mention thee, :nei- 
ther have the converted Jews made apy com- 
© plaint againft thee. But we defire.te hear thy 
gpinion more at large; for as concerning this 
‘ profeien ‘and doétrine of Chriftianity, we 
now it is generally oppofed by our brethren 
the Jews.” 
Paul readily complied with this requeft, and a 
day being appointed, not .only the rulers, but 


amany others of the Jews affembled at his houfe, 


to whom he preached from morning till night, 
explaining the doctrine of the Gofpel, and proy- 
ing, from the promifes and predictions of the 
Old Teftament, that Jefus was the true Meffiah. 
But his difcourfe was attended with different 
fuccefs, fome of his hearers being convinced of 


the truth of what he afferted, while athers per- 


fitted in their infidelity. In confequence of this 
warm difputes took place between them; upon 
which, as they were about to depart, Paul, ad- 
dreffing himfelf to thofe who oppofed his doc- 
trine, told them that their unbelief was a {trict 
fulfillment of what had been predicted by she 
prophet Ifaiah: Welf (aid jhe) fpake the Holy 
Ghoft by Iaiah the propket unto our fathers, fay- 
ing, Go unto this people, and fay, Hearing ye fhall 
bear, and. foall not underfland; and feeing ye fhall 
fee, and not perceive. For the heart of shis people 
is waxed grofs, and their cars .are dull of bearing, 
and tkeir eyes have they clofed; heft they fhould fee 
with their eyes, and bear with their ears, and yp- 
derftand with their hearts, and foould be converted, 
and I fhculd beal them. Be itt known, therefore, 
uuto you, that the falvation of God is [ent unto 
the Gentiles, and that they will bear it. After 
Paul had faid this the whole company departed, 
difagreeing among themfelves on the fubject 

which had been propounded to them. 
Paul continued to refide in the houfe he had 
hired 
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upon his ftudies. After it was thus deftroyed by:Marcellus, 
Auguflus rebuilt that part of it which flood upon, the ifland, 
and, in time, it fo far recovered itfelfas to have three walls, 
three caftles, and a marble gate, and to'he able to fend out 
twelve thanfand horfe, and tour hundred fhips. ‘Bat it was 
totally deflroyed by the Saracens in 884, and fcarce any wvef- 
tiges of it are now to be feen. 

+ Rhegium, now called Reggio, was.a port town in Italy, 
oppofite to Meffina in the ifland of Sicily ; it is thought to 
have this name given it by the Grecks, who fuppofe, thar 
about this place Sicily was broken off from the continent of 
Italy by the fea. 

4 Pureoli was a.nated sown for trade, which lay not .far 
from Naples ; it was famous for its hot baths: and from 
thefe baths, or pits of water, called in Latin pute/, the towa 


-is faid to have taken its name. 


§ Apii-forum was an antient city of the Volf{ci, about.so 
miles aiftant from Rome: and is thought to have had its 


-name-from the ftatue of Appius Claudius the Roman cenfor 


here-erected, who paved the famous way from Rome to. Ca- 


a. 
I The three taverns was another place which-fteod apon 


‘the Appian way, about thirty miles diftant from Rome. 
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the ftate and condition” of the place ; fo that 
taking: the opportunity of Tychicus’s going thi- 
ther From some, he. wrote his Epiftle to the 
- Eiphefians,* wherein ‘he endeavours to coun 
termine thé, principles: and prattices both, of 
se ee tee Gentiles ; to confirm them ‘in 
ive ‘the belief and practices of the Chriftian’ doc- 
<< ‘trine ; and.to inftruét them fully in the great 
< myftetiés of the Gofpel ; their redemption and 
« Jultificacibn by the death of Chrift; their gra- 
«¢ tuitous election, their unioh with the the Jews 
<< ‘in ‘one'bédys. of which Chriftis the head, and 
“ee the Ee es ‘that head above all 
€¢ creatures both’ fpiricual and temporal ; toge- 
«@ ther with many excellent precepts, both as to 
«the general duties of religion, and the duties 
¢ of their particular relations.” aise A 

-*. Paul himfelf had never been at Coloffe ; but 
‘one Epaphras, who was at that time a prifoner 
with him at Rome, had preached the Gofpel 
there with good fuccefs, and from him he learnt 
that certain falfe teachers had endeavoured to 
corrupt the minds of the Chriftians in that city. 
In oppofition to this, and to fecure the converts 
in their faith, he wrote his Epiftle to the Colof- 
fians, wherein “ he beautifully fers forth the 
« Meffiah, and all the benefits that will be be- 
« {towed on fuch as believe in Him, as being 
“ the image of his Father, the Redeemer of ali 
« mankind, the reconciler of all things to God, 
« and the head.of the church, which gives life 
“ and vigour to all its members. Fle com- 
© mends the doétrine preached to them by E.pa- 
“ phras, and exhorts them not to be led away 
« by the reafonings of human philofophy. And 
“ concludes with giving them a lift of many 
“ chief and principal duties of a Chriftian life, 
 efpecially fuch as refpeét the relations of hut: 
%* bands and wives, parents and children, matters 
« and fervants.” 

During the time Paul was thus laudably em- 
ployed at Rome, James the apoftle, and bifhop 
of Jerufalem, was dedicating his time, as much 
as in him lay, to the propagation of the Gofpel 
within his provinces. Confidering within him- 
{elf that it belonged to his Apoftolical office to 
take care of all the converted among the twelve 
tribes of Ifrael, wherever difperfed, he wrote an 
Epiftle to them, which, among thofe that are 
called Catholic +, is placed firft in the facred ca- 
non. ‘The defign of James, in writing this E- 
piftle was, ‘“* to confute and fupprefs a danger- 
<¢ ous error then growing up in the church, viz. 
« that a bare naked faith was fufficient to fecure 
« mens falvation, without any attention to good 
«© works; to comfort Chriftians under the per- 
« fecutions, which were going to be raifed a- 
« gainft them by worldly powers ; and to 

« awaken 


hired for the fpace of ‘two years, during which 
he employed himfelf in expounding the doétrine: 
of the Gofpel to all who came to him. | He, 
‘preached daily without the leaft moleftation, and. 
with fuch fuccefs, that many people pf diftinétion : 
‘(fome of whom were ‘of the emperor’s ‘court)' 
‘were converted, and became his conttant: dif-' 
ciples. 

Among others of the apoftle’s converts at; 
Rome was one .Onefimus, who, fome time be-: 
fore, had been fervant to Philemon, 2 perfon of ; 
diftinétion at Coloffe *. Onefimus, having com- 
“mitted fome indifcretion, left his ‘mafter,”" and 
rambled as: far as Rome. where,’ hearing Paul 
preach, he conceived fuch an idea of the truth 
of his doétrine, that he became a moft ferious 
convert. Paul, however. underftanding that ‘he 
was another man’s fervant, advifed him to retdth ’ 
to his mafter, which he readily agreeing td; Paul 
fent an epiftle by him ro Philemon, in which. he 
« earneftly requelts that he will pardon him, 
and, notwithftanding his former faults, treat him 
asa brother; promifing withal, that if he had 
wronged, or owed him any thing, he himfelf 
would not fail to-repay it.” This epiftle may 
be confidered as a maiterpiece of eloquence in 
the perfuafive way ; for the apoftle has therein 
had recourfe to all the confiderations which 
friendfhip, religion, piety and tendernefs can 
infpire, to reconcile an incenfed matter to an in- 
‘difcreet fervant. 

The Chriftians of Philippi having heard of 
Paul’s imprifonment at Rome, and not knowing 
to what diftrefs he might be reduced, raifed a 
contribution for him, and fent it by Epaphroditus 
their bifhop. This gave great fatisfaction to 
Paul, not fo much on account of the money 
they had fent, but, from its being a proof that 
they ftill retained Chriftian principles. To en- 
courage them, therefore, to perfevere in the 
faith of Chrift, and to withftand all oppofition 
that might be made againft them by the ene- 
mies of the Gofpel, he returned them an Epitle, 
« wherein he gives fome account of the ftate of 
‘* his affairs at Rome; gratefully acknowledges » 
.- their kindnefsto him; and warns them againtt 
«¢ the dangerous opinions which the Judaizing 
* teachers might vent againft them. He like- 
« wife advifes them to live in continual obedience 
«“ to Chrift; to avoid difputations, delight in 
«« prayer, be couragcous under affliction, united 
«© in love, and clothed in humility, in imitation 
« of the Bleffed Jefus, who fo far humbled him- 
« felf, as to become obedicnt unto death, even the 
« death of she crofs.” 

Paul had lived three years at Ephefus, preach- 
ing the Gofpel to the numerous inhabitants of 
that city, and was therefore well acquainted with 
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an earthquake, in the tenth year of the emperor Nero. 

+ This Epiftle of St. James, with the two of St. Peter, 
three of St. fohn, and that of Jude, obtained the name of 
Catholic, from their being direéted (not as St. Paul’s wer? 
to any parsseular church) but toall the faitaful wherever dit 
perfed. ‘Their being, therefore, only in the nature, as it 
were, of circular letters, was the reafon why it was fome time 
-before they were admitted into the canon of the church. 


© This was a great city of Phrygia in Afia Minor, built 
by the river Lycus, near the place (as Herodius informs us) 
where it begins to run under ground, as it does for five fur- 
longs before it rifes again, and empties itfelf into the Mean- 
der. This city was fituated at an equal diftance between 
Laodicea and Hierapolis, and therefore we find St. Paul (in 
his Epiltle to the Colofians,’ Chap. iv. 13.) making mention 
‘of the inhabitants of all thefe three cities together ; which 
(according to the account of Eufebius) were all deftroyed by 


Crap. VI. 


“ awaken them out of their ftupidity, when 
«« judgments were ready to overtake them.” To 
this purpofe he inferts, in his Epiftle, many ex- 
cellent exhortations, fuch 4s, ** to bear afftictions, 
“to hear the word of God, to mortify their 
«« paffions, to bridle their tongues, to avoid 
* curfing and fwearing, and to adorn their Chrif- 
‘ tian profeflion with a good converfation, with 
« meeknefs, peaceablenefs and charity.” 

It was not long after James had written this 
Epiftle, before a period was put to all his }a- 
bours.’ The governing part of the Jews, being 
highly enragéd at the difappointment they had 
met with in Paul’s appealing to Czefar, were now 
refolved to revenge it upon James; according- 
ly, taking the opportunity of the death of Feftus 
(before the arrival of Albinus his fucceffor) Ana- 
nias the high-prieft fummoned James, and fome 
others, before the Sanhedrim, who required 
them to renounce their Chriftian faith. ‘Their 
defire more efpecially was, that James fhould 
make his renunciation in the moft public man- 
ner, and therefore they carried him up to the 
battlements of the temple, and threatened to 
throw him down frem. thence in cafe he refufed 
complying with their requeft. But James, in- 
ftead of gratifying their defires, began himfelf to 
confefs, and to exhort others to confefs, the faith 
of Chrift, in the prefence of thofe who came to 
hear his recantation; upon which the members 
of the Sanhedrim were {o incenfed that they or- 
dered him to be thrown down headlong from the 
place where he ftood. By this fall he was greatly 
bruifed, but not quite killed; and therefore, 
having recovered himfe!f fo far as to be able to 
rifeon his knees, he prayed fervently to heaven 
for his perfecutors, in the manner of the proto- 
martyr Stephen. But malice is too diabolical to 
be pacified with kindnefs, or fatisfied with cru- 
elty. Accordingly, his enemies, vexed that 


nna 


they had not fully accomplifhed their work, | 





* The perpetrators of this barbarous a& were confidered 
in the moft deteftable light by the fober and juft perfons 
among the Jews themfelves. Even their own hiftorian Jofe- 
phus could not but condemn it, and (as himfelf teftifies) 
xll the honeft and confcientious people of the city remon- 
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poured a fhower of ftones upon him while he 
was imploring their forgivenefs at the throne of 
grace, and one of them, more cruel and invete- 
rate than the reft, put an end. to his mifery,- by 
dafhing out his brains with a fuller’s club *. 

Thus did this great and good man finifh his 
courfe in the 96th year of his age, and about 
twenty-four years after Our Bleffed Saviour’s 
afcenfion into heaven. His remains were depo- 
fited in a tomb, which he had caufed to be made on 
the Mount of Olives; and his brother Simon was, 
by the general voice of the Chriftians, appointed 
his fucceffor in the bifhopric of Jerufalem. 

_ The apoftle James was a man of exemplary 
piety and devotion. Prayer was his daily bufinefs 
and delight: fo conftant was he at his devotions 
that his knees became hard and callous; and fo 
prevalent in his petitions to heaven, that, in a 
time of greatdrought, he prayed for rain and 
obtained it. Nor was his charity to his fellow- 
creatures lefs than his piety towards God; he 
did good to all, watched over the fouls of men, 
and made their eternal welfare his conftant ftudy. 
He was of a remarkable meek and humble tem- 
per, honouring what was excellent in others, but 
concealing what was valuable in himfelf. The 
dignity of the place he fo worthily filled could 
not induce him to entertain lofty thoughts of 
himfelf above his brethren: on the contrary, he 
{trove to conceal whatever might place him in 
a higher rank than the other difciples of the Lord 
of Glory. He was the delight of all good men, 
and fo much in the favour and eftimation of the 
people, that they ufed to flock after him, and 
ftrive who fhould touch even but the hem of 
his garment. In fhort, he was a man of fo 
amiable a temper as to be the wonder of the age 
in which he lived; and from the reputation of 
his holy and religious life, was ftiled ‘¥ames the 
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ftrated againft it, both to their king Agrippa, and to the 
Roman governor Albinus; infomuch that the high-prief, 
by whofe authority it was committed, was, ina few months 
after, degraded, and another placed in hi: ftead, 
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Paul, after being confined more than two years at Rome, obtains bis liberty, and writes bis Epiftle to 


the Hebrews. 
Fudea. 
notcd forcerer. 


He travels into Spain and other weftern parts, and then returning eaftward, goes to 
Account of the Travels and preaching of Peter, with bis conqueft over Simon Magus, the 
Peter and Paul are committed to prifon by order of the emperor Nero, who raises the 


Jirft general perfecution againft the Chriftians. Account of Paul’s farther travels, with bis Sirf 


Epiftle to Timothy, and another to Titus. 


to prifon. 
being crucified, and the other beheaded. 


FTER Paul had continued at Rome up- 
A wards of two years, ina ftate of confine- 
ment, he obtained his liberty, but by what means 
we have not any account in hiftory. It may be 
prefumed that, the Jews not having fufficient 
proof of the accufation they had laid againft him, 
or being inforined that what they alledged was 
no violation of any Roman law, they durft not 
implead him before the emperor ; and therefore, 
of courfe, he was permitted to go at large. 

Paul, having obtained his liberty, left Rome, 
and travelled into various partsof Italy, preach- 
ing the Gofpel with different fuccefs. In fome 
places he made many converts, but im others he 
met with great oppofition. Before he left Italy, 
he wrote his famous and moft elaborate Lpiftle to 
the L¥ebrews, that is, to the converted Jews who 
dwelein Jeratalem and its neighbourhood. His 
main defign, in this Epiftle, is, “ to magnify 


« Chrift, and the religion of the Gofpel, above [ 


“© Mofes and the Jewifh aconomy, that, by this 
“© wneans, he may the better eftablifh the con- 
“ verted Jews in the belief and profeffion of 
« Chriftianity. To this purpole he reprefents 
** Our Saviour, in his Divine nature, far fupe- 
“ rior to all angels, and all created beings; and, 
‘cin his mediatorial capacity, a greater lawgiver 
« than Moles; a greater prieftthan Aaron; and 
“a greater king and pricft than Melchiledec. 
“ Pe informs them, that the ceremomes, the 
« sacrifices, and the obfervances of the law, 
* could have no virtue in themfelves, but only 
«as they were Types of Jefus Chrift; and, be- 
© ing now accomplifhed in his perfon, and by 
« his miniftry, were finally and totally abolifhed. 
© He infifls upon the neceflity of faith, and. by 
«* the examples of the patriarchs and prophets, 
“ proves, that juftification is to be had no other 
«* way, than by the merits of a dying Saviour. 
* And laitly, he lays before them the many ex- 
“© cellent precepts for the regulation of their 





+ Clemens, in hi- famous Epitte to the Corinthians, ex- 
prefsly telisus, that, being a preacher, both to the Lait and 
Weit, he taughtrighte uin: fs to the whole Worid, «nd went 
to the utmott bounus cf the Welt; and Lheodoree and 
others inform us, that he preached not only in Spain, bus 





He returns to Rome, and, with Peter, is again committed 
Paul writes bis fecond Epiftle to Timothy. 


Both fuffer martyrdom at Rome, the one 


‘¢ lives; exhortations to truft and confidence in 
«¢ Chrift, in all their fufferings; and ftrict cautions 
‘ againft apoftacy from his religion, even in the 
© hotteft perfecutions.” 

A fhost time after Paul had.written chis Epiftle 
to the Hebrews, he left Italy, and, accompanied 
by Timothy, profecuted his long intended jour- 
ney into Spain; and, according to the teftimony 
of feveral writers, croffed the fea, and preached 
the Gofpel in Britain f=. What fuccefs he had in 
thefe weftern parts is not known: however, after 
going from one place to another for the fpace of 
eight or nine months, he returned againft eaft- 
ward, vifited Sicily, Greece and Crete (at the 
latter of which places he conftituted Titus bithop 
of the ifland) and then went into Toi‘... "ore 
we fhall for the prefent leave hin, in o..' yr cto 
take fome notice of Peter, his fellow-labourer 
in the caufe of Chrift. 

In what manner Peter employed his time; af- 
ter his efcape out of prifon, we have not any 
certain account. Itis, however, generally agreed, 
that about the fecond year of the emperor Ciaa- 
dius, he went to Rome, and there continued for 
fome time, till at length that emperor, taking 
advantage of fome feditions and tumults raifed 
by the Jews, publifhed an edict for banifhing all 
the Jews from that city ; in confequence of which 
Peter returned to Jerufalein. After ftaying fome 
time in the capital of Judea, he vifited the feveral 
churches which he had planted in the Eaft, and 
carried the glad tidings of the Gofpel into Afri- 
ca, Sicily, Italy, and even as faras Britain, in all 
which places he brought over great numbers to 
the Chriftian faith. 

Having thus propagated the Gofpel in the 
Weftern, as well as the Eaftern parts of the 
world, Peter, towards the latrer end of the reign 


a 


na 


of Nero, .returned to Rome, the Jews, after the 


death of Claudius, being perrnitted to refide in 
that city with the fame freedom as before that 
: emperor 





went toother nations, and brought the Gofpel !n‘o the ifes 
of the fea, by which he undoubtedly means Britain: and 
therefore he elfewhere reckons the Gauls and Briton , among 
the people, whom the apoftles, and particularly Paul, pe:- 
fuaded to embrace the dottrine of Curiit. 
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emperor iffued his ediG: for their’ banifiment: 
On Peter's arrival, at Rome he met with. his 
fellow-labouter Paul, wha had: juft returned thi- 
ther from Judea, The two apoftles found the 
minds, of the people ftrangely bewitchéd, and 
hardened againft the doctrines of the Gofpel, by 
the fubtilties and magical arts of Simon Magus, 
whom Peter had feverely chaftifed for his wick- 
ednefs at Samarias This monfter of impiety not 
only oppofed the preaching of the apoftles, but 
likewife did all in his power to render them and 
their doétrine odious to the emperor. Peter, 
forefeeing that the calumnies of Sitaen and his 
adherents would be injurious to the caufe of his 
great Mafter; thought himfelf obliged to op- 
pofe him with all his might ; and having dif- 
covered the vanity of his impoftures in feveral 
remarkable inftances }, he at length worked him 
up to fuch a pitch of madnefs and defperation, 
that, to give the people an evideat demonttra- 
tion of his having thofe fupernatural powers he 
had pretended, he promifed that, on fuch aday, 
he would afcend vifibly up into heaven. Ac- 
cordingly, at the time appointed, when prodi- 
gious numbers of people were affembled to be- 
hold fo extraordinary a fight, he went up to the 
fummit of a mount, from whence he raifed him- 
felf, and, by the affittance of fome magic arts, 
feemed as if he was flying towards the regions of 
heaven. Peter and Paul, beholding the delufion, 
had recourfe to prayers, and obtained their pe- 
titions of the Almighty, namely, that the im- 
poftor fhould be foon difcovered, for the honour 





t Cave, in his Lives of the Apoftles, mentions one of 
thefe inflances as related by Hegefippus the Younger, who 
was cotemporary with St. Ambrofe. <«* ‘There was (fays 
‘* that writer) in Rome, a gentleman-of fome note, a kinf- 
‘* man to the emperor, who had Jately died. In confe- 
** quence of this, thofe who knew Str. Peter’s power in work~- 
** ing miracles, advifed his friends to fend for him, and others 
likewife prevailed, that Simon the magician might be 
fent for. Glad of this.occafien to magnify himielf be- 
fore the people, Simon propofed to Peter, that, if he 
** raifed the man to life, Peter, who had reviled *he mighty 
power of God {as he ftiled himfelf) fhould lofe his tife ; but 
“« that, if Peter prevailed, he would fubmit to the fame pe- 
““nalty. Peter accepted the challenge ; and, when Simon 
* began his charms and enchantments, the dead body feem- 


“* ed to move his hand: whereupon the people who ftood 
ae 
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foul on Peter, for daring to oppofe fo great a power. 
But Peter, intreating their patience, defired only that the 
magician might be removed from the bed-fide; which, 
«+ when they had fo done, the deception vanifhed, and the 
«* body remained without the leait fign of motion. ‘Then 
«* Peter, ftanding at a good diftance from the bed, filently 
*« made his addrefics to heaven, and when he had fo done, 
“© in the prefence of them all, commanded the man, in the 
«* name of the Lord Jefus, to arife, which he inftantly did; 
«* fo that the people changing their minds, were going to 
** {tone the magician, but chat Peter interpofed for his life, 
«© by telling them, that it would be punithment enough to 
«* him to live, and fee, that in defpight of all his power and 
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«* malice, the kingdom, of Chrift would increafe and flou- - 


** rith.”? 

§ The emperor Nero, in the former part of his reign, go- 
verned with tolerable credit to himfelf ; but in the latter 
part he gave way to the greateft extravagance of temper, and 
to the moit atrocious barbarities. The event above alluded 
tois this. Among other diabolical whims he took it into 
his head to order, that the city of Rome fhould be fet on 
fire, which was done by his officers, guards, and fervants, 
accordingly. .While the imperial city was in flames, he 
went up to the tower of Macenas, played upon his harp, 
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by, thinking that the perfon was alive, ‘were going to fall , 
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of the Bleffed Jefus. Accordingly, he fell 
headlong to the ground, and was fo bruifed by 
the fall; that; in a fhort time; he expired. 

The emperor Nero was a profeffed patron of 
magicians, and therefore, when he heard of this 
event, he was greatly irritated: He had a par- 
ticular diflike to the do¢trine of Chriftianity, as 
being totally repugnant to the lufts and paffions 
which he indulged ; and was highly offended at 
Peter for having made fo many converts, among 
whom were feveral perfons of diftinction. In 
confequence of this he ordered him and Paul to 
be apprehended and catt into prifon, foon after 
which an event § occurred, from whence he 
took the opportunity of fhewing his refentment 
to the Jews, and that in the mott fevere manner. 
He iffued our an ediét, ordering the Chriilian 
Jews to be perfecuted in every part of his em- 
pire ; in confequence of which all orders and 
degrees of people were treated with the greateft 
contempt and cruelty that could be invented. 

But before the burning of the city, and the 
perfecution commenced againift the Chriftians, in 
confequence of Nero’s ediét, both Peter and Paul 
made their efcape from confinement. Peter 
continued at Rome, but Paul left it, and went 
into Judea, where he ftaid fome time, after 
which he went into Afia, and met Timothy at 
Ephefus. From hence he paid a vifit to the 
Coloffians, whomrhe had never before feen, and 
after ftaying with them fome time returned to 
Ephefus, and excommunicated Hymeneus || and 
Alexander, for denying the refurrection of the 
: dead, 





fung the fong of the burning cf Troy, and openty declared, 
‘© that he withed the ruin of all things before his death.” 
Among the noble buildings burnt was the Circus, or place 
appropriated to horfe-races: it was half a mile in length, 
of an oval form, with rows of feats rifing above each other, 
and capable of receiving, with eafe, upwards of 100,000 
fpectators. Befides this noble pile, many other palaces and 
houfes were confumed; feveral thoufands perifhed in the 
fRames, were {mothered with the fmoak, or buried beueath the 
ruins. 

This dreadful conflagration continued nine days; when 
Nero, finding that his conduét was greatly blamed, and a 
fevere odium caft upon him, determined to Jay the whole 
upon the Chriftians, at once to excufe himfelf, and have an 
opportunity of glutting his fight with new crueltics, This 
was the occafion of the fiilt periccutign ; and the baibirities 
exercifed upon the Chriitians were fuch as even excited the 
commiferation of the Romans themfelves. Nero even re- 
fined upon cruelty, and contrived all manner of punifhments 
for the Chriftians that the moft infernal imagination could 
defign. In particular, he had fome fewed up in the kins of 
wild beafts, and then worried by dogs till they expired; and 
others drefled in fhirts made #ift with wax, fixed to axle-trees, 
and fet on fire in his gardens in order to illuminate them, 
This perfecution was general throughout the whole of the 
Roman empire; but it rather increafed than diminifhed the 
fpirit of Chriflianity. 

|| This Hymeneus was, very probably, a citizen of Ephe» 
fus, who, being converted by St. Paul’s firft fermons, fell 
afterwards into the herely of thofe, who denied the refur- 
re€tion of the body, and affirmed, that there was no other 
refurreétion, than that of the foul, which, by faith and 
baptifm, is revived from fin to grace. The Alexander, who 
was his colleague in this herely, was doubtlefs the copper- 
{mith whom dt. Paul, in his fecond Epittle to Timothy, to 
loudly complzins of, as greatly obftructing the good ettects 
of his preaching, chap. iv. ‘34, but whether it was the fame 
Alexander, who would have addreffed himfelf to the multi« 
tude, which Demeuius, the filverimith ‘of Ephefus, had 
drawn together, Acts xix. 24, is a mattex of iome doubt. 
However this be, it is certain, that their notion of no other 
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dead, and other articles of the Chriftian faith. 
From Ephefus he went into Macedonia, but 
previous to his departure, enjoined Fimorthy 
(whom he had conftituted bifhop of Ephefus *) 
conftantly to refide in that city, and to take the 
charge of all rhe Pro-coniular Afia. : 

After Paul had vifited feverak places in Mace- 
donia, he went to Philippi t, where he ftaid fome 
time, during which he daily preached to the 

eople, made many new converts, and farther 
eftablifhed thofe whohad before embraced the 
faith in the principles of Chriftianity. Before he 
left Macedonia he wrote his firft Epiftle to Ti- 
mothy, in which ‘“ he lays down the duties and 
“© qualifications of a bifhop, as well in refpect of 
“his miniftry, as of his private converfation, 
“ and inftruéts him im the office of atrue Chrif- 
“* cian paftor.” 

Leaving Macedonia, Paul directed his courfe 
to Nicopolis, a populous city fituated on the 
banks of the Danube, where he took up his 
winter quarters. During his ftay here he wrote 
his Epiftle to Titus at Crete; wherein ‘ he de- 
‘© {cribes to him (as he had done to Timothy) the 
*¢ qualifications which a bifhop ought to have, 
‘© and more efpecially a bifhop of Crete, where 
*« fome fharpnefs and feverity was neceffary 
“© amidft a people of their perverfe and obftinate 
“* rempers. He admonifhes him not to fuffer 
*¢ the flock, committed to his charge, to be led 
“ away by the delufions of Judaifm ; and laftly, 
«« lays down precepts for people in all conditions 
“* of life, even not forgetting fervants, becaufe 
“© Our Blefled Saviour has poured out his graze 
“© upon all men.” 

In the beginning of the fpring Paul left Nico- 
polis, and went to Corinth. After ftaying a fhort 
time here, he croffed the fea into Afia, and went 
to Ephefus, and from thence proceeded to Mile- 
tum. From Miletum he travelled northward 
to Troas, and lodged with Carpus, one of his 
difciples, where he left his cloak {, fome books, 
and other articles. From Troas he went to An-~- 
tioch, Iconium and Lyftra, where he fuffered 
thofe perfecutions and afflictions, of which he 
makes mention to Timothy, and thanks God for 
his deliverance from them }. 

After vifiting thefe, and many other places, 
Paul went again to Rome, knowing that the per- 
fecution which had taken place in that city, in 
confequence of the edict iffued by Nero, was 
fomewhat abated. Mecting with Peter, they 
conjunctively ufed their utmoft endeavours to 
inftrut the Jews in their fynagogues, and to con- 


vert the Gentiles in all public places and affem- | 


blies. This, however, foon raifed the malice 
and indignation of the magiftrates, who were ftill 
inflamed againit the Jews. Nero was at that 
time in Greece, and had left Helius to fupply 





refurredtion than a fpiritual onc, was defirndlive of the very 
foundations of Chnitianity, which are laid in the hopes of 
a refurre€tion from the dead; and therefore the apoftle 
thought it expedient to have them excommunicated, i.e. fe- 
parated from the fociety of the faithful, and deprived of the 
privileges of being prefent at religious affemblies, of par- 
taking of the Lord’s Supper, and joining in fuch other holy 
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his place during his abfence, invefting him with’ 

exorbitant powers, which he exercifed with the 

moft unbounded rigour. It was a crime fuffi- 

cient for thefe two apoftles (in the eyes of He- 

hus) that they were Chriftians. The particular 

prejudice he took againft Peter was, his having 

defeated Simon Magus; and that againft Paul, 

his having converted one of the emperor’s con- 

cubines. He therefore ordered them both to be 

apprehended and committed to prifon, where 

they fpent their time in the moft folemn atts of 
devotion, and, as opportunity offered, preached 

the Gofpel to their guards and fellow prifoners, © 
among whom it is faid they converted Proceffus 

and Martinian, two principal officers of the 

army. ‘ 

While they were in prifon Peter wrote his fecond 
general epiftle to the converted Jews, who were 
difperfed in the feveral provinces of ‘Afia. In this 
epiftle ‘*‘ he endeavours, by earneft exhortations 
‘© to prevail with them to perfevere in the doc- 
‘© trine which they had received, and to teftify 
‘© the foundnefs and fincerity of their faith by a 
“« Chriftian life. He forewarns them of the falfe 
© teachers that would fhortly fpring up amon 
*© them, foretels their fad and miferable deftruc- 
“ tion, and defcribes them by theit odious cha- 
“© racters that they may avoid them. He vindi- 
** cates the doétrine of Chrift’s coming to judg- 
‘* ment, which the heretics of thofe times de- 
“* nied, that thereby they might encourage men 
‘« the more fecurely to purfue their lewd courfes. 
«© And laftly, he defcribes the great and terrible 
“© day of the Lord, when the edements fhall meit, 
«© and the whole frame of nature be diffolved, 
“« thereby to excite them to become circum{peét 
«* and diligent, in order to be found of bin in 
“* peace, without fpot, and blamelefs.” 

Much about the fame time that Peter wrote 
this epiftle to the converted Jews in Afia, Paul 
wrote his fecond epiftle to Timothy, wherein 
«* he informs him of the near approach of his 
<¢ death, and defires him to come to him before 
“* winter, becaufe moft of his companions, upon 
** one affair or other, were departed from him. 
*¢ He exhorts him to difcharge all the duties of 
“* a bifhop and paftor, fuitable to thofe excellent 
‘© gifts he had received, and with a generous 
** contempt of the world, and wordly things. 
‘© He admonifhes him, not to forget the doctrine 
‘¢ which he had taught him, nor to be furprifed 
‘© or difturbed at the apoftacy of fome from the 
‘* faith, but to preach the more zealoufly againft 
‘© fuch oppofers, as placed their confidence in 
*¢ thofe teachers, who left the truth to turn unto 
‘© fables. And laftly, he informs him, how, at 
*¢ his firft appearing before Helius, all his com- 
** panions, for fear of being involved in his 
« punifhment, forfook him, but that the Lord 
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offices, as linked Chriftians together in one and the fame fo- 
elety and communion. 

* See 1 Tim. i. 3. 

+ See Philip i. 25, 26. 

} See 2 fim. iv. 13. 

§ 2 Tim. iid. 4. 
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“© flood by him, and firengthened him, to make bis 
“© preaching more canfpicuous and effeflual to the 
“© Gentiles.” ; ; 

When the two apoftles had beén in confine- 
ment about eight months, the cruel Nero returned 
from Greece, and entered Rome in triumph: 
Soon after his return it was ultimately refolved; 
that the two apoftles fhould be put to death. 
Peter, as a Jew and foreigner, was fentenced to 
be crucified; and Paul, as a Roman citizen, to 
be beheaded. On the 2gth of June (as it is ge- 
nerally fuppofed) thefe fentences were put in ex- 
ecution. Peter, after being firft fcourged, ac- 
cording to the Roman cuftom, was taken from 
the prifon, and led to the: top of the Vatican 
Mount near the Tiber, where he was fentenced 
to furrender up his life on the crofs. On his ar- 
rival at the place of execution, he begged the 
favour of the officers that he might not be cru- 
cifed in the common manner, but with his 
head downwards, thinking brnfeif unworthy to 
fuffer in the jame polture in which kis Lord and 
Aiofter had fuffered before kim, This requeft was 
accordingly complied with’; and in this manner 
did the great apoitle Peter refign his foul into 
the hands of Him who came down from heaven 
to ranfom mankind from deftruction, and open 
for them the gates of the heavenly Canaan. 

While Peter was fuffering on the top of the 
Vatican Mount, his fellow-apoftle Paul was con- 
duéted to a place called Aqua Salvie, about 
three miles from Rome, in order to undergo the 
punifhment denounced again{t him by the cruel 
Nero. In his way he converted three of the fol- 
diers who were fent to guard him to his execu- 
tion, and who, within a few days after, died 
martyrs themfelves. As foon as Paul arrived at 
the place of execution, he knelt down, and after 
praying for fome time with the greateft ferven- 
cy, chearfully gave up his neck to the fatal 
ftroke; quitting this vale of mifery in hopes of 
paffing to the blifsful regions of immortality, to 
the kingdom of his beloved Mafter, the Great 
Redeemer of the human race. 

Thus died thefe two moft eminent apoftles of 
Jefus Chrift, after they had, with indefatigable 
labour, reaped a glorious harveft of infinite num- 
bers of fouls, and triumphantly propagated fal- 
vation through the then moft confiderable parts 
of the world. ; 

The body of Peter, being taken from the crofs, 
was embalmed after the Jewifh manner by Mar- 
cellinus the Prefbyter, and buried in the Vati- 
can near the Triumphal Way. Over his grave 
a fmall church was afterwards erected, which be- 
ing, in the courfe of time, deftroyed, his body 
was removed to the cemetry in the Appian Way, 
two miles diftant from Rome. ~ Here it conti- 
nued till the time of pope Cornelius, when it 
was re-conveyed to the Vatican, where it abode 
in fome obfcurizy, till Conftantine the Great, 
from the profound reverence he had for the 
Chriftian religion, having re-built and enlarged 
the Vatican to'the honour of St. Peter, enriched 
it with gifts and ornaments, which, in every age, 
increafed in fplendor and beauty, till it became 
one of the wonders of the world, and in that 
light was confidered for many years after. 

The remains of Paul were depofited in the Via 
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Oftienfis, about two miles from Rome. Con- 
ftantine the Great, at the inftance of Pope Syl- 
vefter, built a itately church over his grave, 
which he adorned with an hundred marble co- 
lumns, and beautified with the moft exquifite 
workmanfhip. ; 

Ie may not be improper, before we part with 
thefe two great apoftles, to mention fome. parti- 
culars relative to their perfons and characters. 
And firtt, ; 

‘St. Peter (according to the defcription given 
of him by Nicephorus) was of a middle fize, 
but fomewhat flender, and inclining to tallnefs: 
his complexion was very pale; his hair thick and 
curled ; his eyes black; his eye-brows thin; and 
his nofe large, but not fharp. With refpeé& to 
his difpofition, if we confider him as a man, 
there feems to have been a natural eagernefs pre- 
dominant in his temper, which animated his 
foul to the mo‘t bold and fometimes rath under- 
takings. Ie was this, in a great meafure, that 
prompted him to be fo very forward to fpeak, 
and to return anfwers fometimes before he had 
well confidered them. It was this that made 
him expofe his perfon to the moft imminent dan- 
gers, promife thofe great things in behalf of his 
mafter, refolutely draw his fword in his quarrel 
againft a whole band of fol tiers, an} wound a 
fervant of the high-prie4; nay, he had, in all 
probability, attempted greater thinzs, had not 
his Lord reftrained his impetuofity, and given a 
feafonable check to his fury. 

If we confider him as a difciple of the bleffed 
Jefus, we fhall find him exemplary in the great 
duties of religion. His humility and lowlinefs 
of mind were remarkable. With what a paffion- 
ate earneftnefs on the convitctiun of a miracle, 
did he beg of our bleffed Saviour to depart from 
him; thinking ic unworthy the Son of God to 
come near fo vile a finner ! 

When the great Redeemer of mankind, by 
that amazing condefcenfion, ftooped fo low as 
to wafh the feet of his difciples, Peter could not 
be perfuaded to admit his performing it, think- 
ing it highly improper that fo great a perfon 
fhould fubmit to fuch a fervile office towards a 
perfon fo mean as hiimielf; nor could he be in- 
duced to admit of it till his great Matter threat- 
ened to deprive hiin of his favour. 

When Cornelius, the Roman centurion, 
would have treated him with more than or- 
dinary marks of efteem and veneration, he was 
fo far from complying with it, that he declared 
hewas nothing more than a mortal like him- 
felf. 

Hislove and zeal for his mafter were remarkable; 
he thought he could never exprefs either at too 
high a rate; venturing on the greateit perils, and 
expofing his life to the mo!t imminent dangers. 
His forwardnefs to own his great Malter for the 
Meffiah and Son of the Moft High, was remark- 
ably great; and it was this that drew from his 
Lord that honourable encomium, £éeffed art then, 
Simon Rar-jona. 

But his diftinguifhed courage and conftancy 
in confeffing Chriit, even before his molt inve 
terate enemies, was : ill greater, after he had re- 
covered himfelf from his fall. How plainly does 
he tell the Jews that they were the murderers and 
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crucifiers of the Lord of Glory? Nay, with what 
an undaunted courage, with what an heroic great- 
nefs of foul, did he tell the very Sanhedrim, who 
had fentenced and condemned him, that they 
were guilty of his death, and that they had no 
other way of efcaping the vengeance of the Al- 
mightv, but by the merits of that very Jefus, 
whom they had crucified and put to death. 
Lafily, if we confider him as an apoftle, as a 
paftor, or fhepherd of the fouls of men, we fhall 
find him faithful and diligent in his office, zea- 
loufly endeavouring to inftruct the ignorant, re- 
duce the erroneous, ftrengthen the weak, confirm 
the ftrong, reclaim the vicious, and turn the 
children of men into the paths of righteoufnefs. 
He never omitted any opportunity of preaching 
to the people, and fpreading the glad tidings of 
the Gofpel among the human race; and fo power- 
ful were his difcourfes, that he brought over many 
thoufands of converts. How many painful jour- 
nies and dangerous voyages did he undertake! 
with what unconquerable patience did he endure 
the greateft trials, furmount every difficulty, and 
remove every dilpofition, that he might circulate 
and ellablith the Gofpel of his beloved Matter ! 
Never refufing even to lay down his life to pro- 
mote it. Nor was he afiduous only to perform 
thefe duties himfelf ; but was alfo careful to ani- 
mate others to do the like, earneftly preffing and 
perfuading the paftors and governors of the 
church fe feed the fleck ef God, to labour freely for 
the cood of the fouls of men, and not undertake 
thofe offices to acquire advantages to themfelves ; 
hefeeching them: to treat the flock committed to 
their care with lenity and gentlenefs, and to be 
thensfelves fhining examples of piety and reli- 
gion, the furett method of rendering their minif- 
try fuccelsful. And becaufe it was impoffible for 
him to be always prefenr, to teach and warn the 
children of men, he endeavoured, by letters, to 
iyprint in their minds the practice of what they 
had been taught—a method he tells us he was 
refelyed to purlue, as long as he continued an in- 
habitane of this world 5 dhaking tt mect, while he 
nsf J felernaele, to ftir up, by putling them in 
vikings, that fo they might be able, af- 
dep br eee cy tokheve them efrays tit reiierbrance, 
Thus lived. thus died Simon Peter, called to be 
an apeiile of Jefus Chrilt, and at length to offer 
up his life in ratification of the doctrine he deli- 
vered and the faith he maintained and propagated. 
St. Paul was, in perfon, of alow and fimall 
Rature, fomewhac ftcoping : his complexion was 
fair; his countenance grave; his head final] ; 
his eves fparkling 5 his nofe high and bending ; 
and his hair thick and dark, but mixed with 
erey. lis conftitution was weak, and he was 
often fubject to diflempers; but his mind was 
firong, and he pofletled a folid Judgment. quick 
difSernment, and prompt memory, all which were 
improved by the advantages of a lhberal educa- 
tion. Pes humility and felfabafement were 
wonderful; bis fobriety and temperance fingu- 
larly furict; and his contempt for the world great 
and generous. His kindnefs and charity were 
remarkable: he had a quick fenfe of the wants 
ot others, and a moft compaifionate tendernets 
for allw ho were in dittrefs. To what place foever 
he went, it was always one of his firft cares to 
make prov ifion for the poor, and co ftir up the 
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bounty of the rich and wealthy in their behalf. 
But his charity to the fouls of men was infinitely 
greater, fearing no dangers, refufing no labours, 
going through good and evil report, that he 
might gain men over to the knowledge of the 
truth, takethem outof the crooked paths and place 
them in the ftrait way that leadeth to life eternal. 

Nor was his charity to men greater than his 
zeal to God, labouring, with all his might, to 
promote the honour of his Mafter. When he 
was at Athens, and faw the people of that city 
involved in the groffeft fuperttizion and idolatry, 
and giving that honour which was due to God 
alone, to ftatues and images, his zeal was fired 
and he could not help letting them know the 
refentment of his mind, and how greatly they 
difhonoured God, the great Maker and Preferver 
of the world. 

Through the courfe of an extenfive miniftry, 
he never fuffered himfelf to be interrupted in his 
endeavours for propagating the Gofpel by the 
dangers and difficulties he met with, or the trou- 
bles and oppofitions that were raifed againft him. 
This will evidently appear if we take a furvey of 
the trials and fufferings he underwent ; fome pare 
whereof are thus briefly fummed up by himn- 
felf: In labours abundant, in Stripes above mea- 
Sure, in death oft; thrice beaten with rods, once 
Stoned, thrice fuffered fhipwreck, a night and aday 
in the deep. In journeying often, in perils of water, 
in perils by kis countrymen, in perils by the heathens, 
in perils in the city, in perils in the wildernefs, in 
periis in the fea, in perils among falfe brethren; 
in wearine/s and painfulnefs, in watchings often, in 
hunger and thirft: in fajlings often, in cold and 
nokednejs, and befides thofe things that were with- 
out, which daily came upon him, the care of all the 
churches, 2 Cor. xi. 23, &c. An account, tho’ 
very great, yet far fhort of what he endured. 
He did not want for folicitations both from Jews 
and Gentiles; and might, doubtlefs, in fome 
meafure, have made his own terms, would he 
have been falfe to his truft, and quitted that way 
which was then every where {poken againtt, But 
alas! thofe things weighed little with our apottle, 
who counted not his life dear unto bim, fo that be 
migkt finifh his courfe with jcy, and the miniftry 
which he bad received of the Lsrd fefus. And 
therefore. when he found himtelf under the fen- 
tence of death, he could triumphantly fay, J 
have fought a gced fight, I have finifbed iy Cons fe, 
I have kept the farth, 

In fhort, he was a man in whom the grace of 
God was difplayed with pect liar luftre, and who 
gave the moft convincing proof that the infiu- 

| ence of Gofpel principles exceed all moral and 
legal obligations. 

The Go‘pel ’tis which freaks the morning bright, 

*Tis this which gilds the horrors of the night. 

When wealth forfakes us, or when frien ts are few ; 

When friends are faithlefs, or when focs purfue ; 

?Tis this which waids the blow, or ftills the {mart, 

Difarms afiiction, or repels its dart ; 

Within the breaft bids pureft raptures rife, 

Bids awful confcience {pread her cloudlefs ikies. 

Woen the ftorm thickens, and the thunders roil, 

Wen the earth trembles to th’ affrighted pole, 

The virtuous mind, nor doubts, nor fears affail, 

Fer Rorms are zephyrs, or a gentler gale; 

But when difeafe obitructs the lab’ring breath, 

When the puife thickens, and each gafp is death, 

E’en then religion fhall fuftain the jutt, 

Grace their lait moments, nor defert their duft. 
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VIIl. 


Containing an Account of the Tranfattions, Travels, Perfecutions and Sufferings of St. ANDREW, St. 
James tHe Great, St. Joun tHe Evanceguist, St. Puirir, and the other Apoftles, Evan- 
gelifts and Difciples of Chrift, who, after Our Lord’s afcenfion into heaven, fpent their time in 
labouring to propagate the Gofpel in different parts of the world; moft of whom fuffered martyrdom 


for the caufe of their Great Lord and Mafter. 


N the preceding Chapters we have given a 
minute detail of the tranfactions of cthofe two 
great apoftles Peter and Paul, as’ related by the 
Evangelift St. Luke ; together with an account 
of the perfecutions and fufferings of St. Stephen, 
and St. James the Lefs, bifhop of Jerufalem. 
We fhall therefore, in this Chapter proceed to 
relate the particulars concerning their fellow-la- 
bourers in the caufe of Chrift; in doing which 
we fhall begin with the Apoftle ; 


rr rr 
Ss. ANDREW. 


After the afcenfion of Our Bleffed Lord into 
heaven, and the defcent of the Holy Ghoft on 
the apoftles, to qualify them for the great bufi- 
nefs they were about to undertake, St. Andrew 
was appointed to preach the Gofpel in Scythia 
and the neighbouring countries. Accordingly 
he departed from Jerufalem, and firft travelled 
through Cappadocia, Galatia and Bythinia, in- 


ftructing the inhabitants in the faith of Chrift, | 


and continued his journey along the Euxine Sea, 
into the defarts of Scythia. On his arrival at a 
place called Amynfus, he was received with great 
civility by a diftinguifhed Jew of that town; 
upon which he went into the fynagogue, preached 
to them concerning Jefus, and, from the prophe- 
cies of the Old Teftament, proved him to be the 
Meffiah and Saviour of the world. During his 
{tay here he converted many to the true faith, 
having done which, previous to his departure, he 
ordained them priefts, and fettled the times of 
their public meetings for the performance of 
Divine worfhip. 

Leaving Amynfus, he proceeded to Trape- 
zium, a maritime city on the Euxine Sea; from 
whence, after vifiting many other places, he went 
to Nice, where he ftaid two years preaching and 
working miracles with great fuccefs. . From 
Nice he proceeded to Nicomedia, and from thence 





* Epirus was a province of Grecce, lying slong the coaft 
of the Jonian Sea, and having for its bounds Albania on the 
north, Theffaly on the fouth, Achaia on the fouth-eaft, and 
the ocean on the welt. 

+ Patrea was fituated en an hill near the fea, about ten 
tailes from the.mouth of the guiph Lepanto. The goddefs Di- + 


to Chalcedon, where he took fhipping, and fail 
ing through the Propontis, pafied the Euxine 
Sea to Heraclea, and afterwards to Amaftris ; 
in all which places he met with very great diffi- 
culties, but overcame them by an invincible pa- 
tience and refolution. 

From Amaftris, Andrew went to Sinope, a 
city fituated on the Euxine Sea, and famous both 
for the birth and burial of king Mithridates. 
The inhabitants of this city were chiefly Jews 
who, partly from a zeal for their religion, and 
partly from their barbarous manners were exaf- 
perated againft Andrew, entered into a confede- 
racy to burn the houfe in which he lodged. But 
being difappointed in their defign, they treated 
him with the moft favage cruelty, throwing him 
on the ground, ftamping upon him with their 
feet, pulling and dragging him from_ place 
to place; fome beating him with clubs, and others 
pelting him with ftones, till at length, appre- 
hending they had entirely deprived him of life, 
they caft him out into the fields. But he miracu- 
loufly recovered, and returned publicly into the 
city; by which, and other miracles he wrought 
among them, he converted many from the errors 
of their ways, and induced them to become dif- 
ciples of the Bleffed Jefus. 

Departing from Sinope, he returned to Jeru- 
falem, and, after ftaying a fhort time in his own 
country, went again into the province allotted for 
the fervice of his miniftry, which greatly fou- 
rifhed through the power of the Divine grace that 
attended it. He travelled over Thrace, Mace- 
donia, Theffaly, Achaia, and Epirus *, preach- 
ing the Gofpel, propagating Chriftianity, and 
confirming the dottrine he taught with figns and 
miracles. At length he arrived at Patrea ¢, a 
city of Achaia, where he gave his laft and great- 
eft teftimony to the Gofpel of his Divine Matter, 
by chearfully fealing it with his blood. 

It happened that Afgenas, the pro-conful of 
Achaia, came at this time to Patrea,where, know - 


ing 





ana wasworthipped here in the moft diabolical manner, having 
a moit beautiful young man and maid, every -year, factificed 
to her, till, by the preaching of St. Andrew, one Eurypilus, 
a great man of the place, being converted to Chriftianity, 
ceccafioned that barbarous cuftom to be totally laid afide. 


644 
ing that many of the people had abandoned the 
heathen religion and embraced the gofpel of 
Chrift, he had recourfe to every method both of 
favour and cruelty, to reduce the -people to-their 
old idolatry. The apoftle, whom no difficulties 
or dangers could deter from performing the du- 
ties of his miniftry, addreffed himfelf to the pro- 
conful, calmly putting him in mind that, being 
only a judge of men, he ought to reveré him who 
was the ftipreme and impartial judge of all, pay 
him the divine honours due to his exalted ma- 
jefty,.and abandon the impieties of his idolatrous 
worhhip ; obferving to lim, that ifhe would re- 
nounce his idolatries, and heartily embrace the 
Chriftian f.ith, he might, with him and the mem- 
bers who had_ believed in the Son of God, re- 
ceive eternal happinefs in the Meffiah’s kingdom. 


The pro-conjul told St. Andrew he would ne- | 


ver embrace the religion he had mentioned, and 
that if he ccf not facrifice to the gods (in order 
that all thofe whom he had feduced might, by his 
example, be brought back to the antient religion 
they had forfaken) he would caufe him to be im- 
mediately put to death. The apoftle replied, 
that he faw it was in vain to endeavour to per- 
fuade a perfon incapable of fober counfels, and 
hardened tn his own blincdnefs and folly, to for- 
fake his evil ways; andthat, with refpeét to him- 
felf, he might a& as he pleafed, and if he had 
any torment greater than another, he might in- 
fick it upon him; as the ftricter conftancy he 
fhewed in his fufferings for Chrift, the more ac- 
ceptable he fhould be to his Lord and Mafter, 
after his departure from this wicked world. 

This fo irritated Af genas, that he immediately 
condemned hin to death. Accordingly, after 
being tcourged, in the moft unmercitul manner, 
by feven lictors, he was led away to be crucified. 
A\s foon as he approached the crofs he knelt kown, 
and faluted it in words to this effeét: “ T have 
“long defired and expected this happy hour. 
«< Vhe crofs has been confecrated by the body 
«of Chrift hanging on it, and adorned with his 
«| members as with fo many ineftimable jewels. 
“ 1 therefore come joyfully and triumphandy to 
“it, thac if may receive me as a difciple and 
«* follower of flim, who cnce hung upon it, and 
“© be the means of carrying me fafe to my Matter, 
“ being the inflrument on which he redeemed 
me.” 

After offering up his prayers to the throne of 
grace, and cxhorting the people to conttancy and 
perteverance in the faith he had detivered. to 
them, he was faftened to the crofs, on which he 
hung two whole days teaching and inftructing 
the people. In the mean time great intereft was 
made with the pro-conful to fave his life; but 
the apoflle earneftly begged of God, that he 
might then depart, and feal the truth of his reli- 
gion with his blood. lis prayers were heard, 
and he foon after expired on the laft day of No- 
vember, but in what vear is not certain. 

The crofs on which he was fixed was made. of. 
two pieces of timber, croffing each other in the 
middle, in the fhape of the letter X, (which has 
ever fince been known by the name of Sf. an- 
drew's Crefi) and to this he was fattened, not 
with nails, but cords, to make his death more 
painful and lingering. 
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His body being taken down from the crofs, 
was decently and honorably interred by Maxi- 
milla, a lady of great quality and eftate, and 


-whom-Dicephorus. -tells us was wife.to the-pro- 


conful. Conftantine the Great afterwards re- 
moved his body to Conftantinople, and buried 
it in the great church he had built to the honour 
of the apoitles. , This ftructure being taken down 
fome hundred years after by the emperor Juiti- 
nian, in order to be re-built, the body of St. An- 


, drew was found in a woaden coffin, and.agair 
‘ depofited in the fame pkxce it had’ been before, 


which was afterwards reverenced by all true pro- 
feffors of the Chriftian religion. 


——— Er 


Si JAMES the Gaza. 


This apoftle. was. furnamed the Great, to dif- 
tinguifh him from that James (anotier of the 
apoftles) who was bifhop. of Terufalem. After 
the afcenfion of the Bleffed Jefus he preached ta 
the difperfed Jews; that is, to thofe converts wha 
were difperfed after the death of Stephen. He 
firlt preached the Gofpel in feveral. parts of Ju- 
dea and Samaria, after which he vifited Spain, 
where he planted Chriftianity, and appointed 
fome felect difciples to perfect what he had be- 

un. 

After this he returned to Judea, where he con- 


; tinued preaching, in differ-nt parts, for fome 


time, with great fuccets; till at length :lerod 
(who was a bigot to the Jewh religion, and 
deGrous of acquiring the favour of the Jews) be- 
gan a violent perfecution againft the Chriftians, 
and to fuch a degree did his zeal animate him, 
that, after a fhort trial, he ordered James to be 
put to death. 

As he was led to the place of execution, the 
officer that guarded him to the tribunal, or ra- 
ther his accufer, having been converted by that 
remarkable courage and conancy fhewn by the 
apoftle at the time of his trial, repented of what 
he had done, came and fell down at the apoftle’s 
fees, and heartily bezged pardon for what he had 
faid againit him, ‘The holy man, after recover- 
ing from the furprize, tenderly embraced him. 
Peace, {aid he, my fon, peace be to thee and tke par- 
don of thy farts. Upon which the officer pub- 
licly declared himfelt a chriftian, and both were 
beheaded at the fame time. 

Thus fell the great apoftle St. James, taking 
chearfully that cup of which he had long before 
told his Lord and Matter he was both ready and 
willing to drink. : 


erm itt BEE De rete 


St. J O FIN the Evance tsr. 
Though this apoftle was by much the youngeft 
of the whole, yet he was admitted into as great a 
fhare of his Maiter’s contdence as any. He was 
one of thofe to whom ovr Lord communicated 
the molt private pailages of his life; one of thofe 
whom he took w:th hin: when he raifeu the 
daughter of Jairus from the dead ; one of thole 
to whom he gave a fpecimen of his divinity in 


| his transfigurauon on the mount; one.of thole 


who 
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who ‘were. préfeit a6 his: conferenre with Mofes {| of note and eminence were founded by him, par- 
and Elijah, and beard that. -voice which declated |} ticularly thofe of Smyfnd*, Philddelphia, Lao~ 
him the. belaved fon, ‘of. God ;_and one of, shofe dicea, and ‘others ; buthis chief placgof refidenc® 
whomereicompaniogs da bisifolisudes; molt. res |] Was, at Epheftis, ‘where’ St: Paut h & fourided:4 
tired:devotions,. and bitter: agentes. in. she--gare || church, and conftituted Titiotliy’ pifhop. ce 
denecd son iene cl lter: ot: Pig After John had fpenit feveral ‘years at Ephefys, 
_ . Thefe. inftances of pafticular.favout-our apoftle , 
endeavoured, -in. fome meafuyre, to anfwer, by re- 

turns of particular kindnefs.and conftancy ; for 
though he at firft deferted his Mafter on his ap- 
prehenfion, yet he foon difcoyered..the dmpropriz 
ety of his condunét ;, he. therefore. went;,back_ to 
feek his. Saviour, confidently.eateréd the high- 
prieft’s , hall, followed Our Lord through the 
feveral particulars of his trial, and at laft waited 
on him at his execution, owning Him, as well'as 
being awned by Him, in the midft of armed fol- 
diers.-and-in the thickeft crowds of his inveterate 
enemies. Here it was that Our Great Redeemer 
committed to his care his.forrowful and difconfo- 
late mother. with his dying breath. , And certain- 
ly Our Blefled Lord could not have given a more 
honourable teftimony of his particular kindnefs 
and refpeét to John, than by leaving his own mo- 
ther to his truft‘and care; and, fubftituting him 
to fupply that duty he himfelf paid -her while he 
refided in this vale of forrow. ., - 

When the apottles made a divifion of the pro- 
vinces among them after Our Saviour’s afcenfion 
into heaven, in order to circulate the doctrine of 
their Lord and Mafter, that of Affa fell to the 
fhare of St. John, though he did not tmmediately 
enter upon his charge, but continued at Jeru- 
falem till the death of the Bleffed' Virgin, which 
happened about fifteen years -after Our Lord’s 
afcenfion. 

After being thus releafed from the truft com- 
mitted to his care by his dying Mafter, he went 
into Afia, and indultrioufly applied himfelf to the 
propagation of Chridlianity, preaching where the 
Gofpel had not thenbeen knowa, and confirming 
it where ic was already planted. Many churches 


an ‘accyfation was laid againft hiin before the emi,- 
peror Domitiah (who had then began 4 perfecu- 
tion agdinft'the Chriftians) as being an affertor of 
falfe doétrine and impiety, and'a public fubver- 
fer of the religion of the empiré. In conleguenceé 
of this, and in conformity to. the orders of Domi- 
tian, the pro-conful of Epleftis fent him bound ta 
Rome, where he met with that treatmenc, which 
might have been expected from fo barbarous 4 
prince, being thrown into a cauldron of boiling 
oil.. But the Almighty, who referved him for 
farther fervice in the vineyard of his fon, reftrain- 
éd the heat, as he did‘in the fiery furnace’ of old, 
and delivered hith from this feemingly unavoid- 
able ‘deftruction.‘ And furely one would have 
thought that fo miraculous a deliverance might 
have been fufficient té have perfuaded any ra- 
tional ran, that the religion he taught was from 
God, and that he was protected from danger by 
thé hand df Omnipotence.” But miracles them= 
felves were not fUfficient to convince this cruel 
emperor, or abate his fury. He ordered St. John 
to be tranfported to 4 difconfolate ifland in the 
Archipelago, called Patmos, where he continued 
|. feveral years inftructing the poor inhabitants in 
the knowledge of the Chriftian faith; and here, 
about the end of Domitian’s reign, he wrote’ his 
book of Revelations, exhibiting by vifions, and 
prophetical reprefentations, the ftare and condi- 
tion of Chriftianity that would take place in the 
future periods and ages of the church 

On the death of Domitian, and the fucceffion 
of Narva (who repealed all che odious atts of his 
predeceffors, and’ by public ediéts recalled thofe 
whom the fury of Domitian had banifhed) Sr. 
John returned to Afia, and again fixed his refi- 
> dence 
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at him, bat in a few minutes recolléting the holy apoftls, 
he changed colour, was filled with confution, and fo over- 
whelmed with fhame, that he hattily fed, The aged apoitle 
followed as qui.k as poffible, and culled to him in thefe 
foothing words: ‘* Stay, my fon, why do you fly from your 
father, who loves you ? Let not an armed man fly from one 
that is unarmed, a young..man from an old man.—Have 
pity upon me, fon ;—fear. not, there is yet hope of fal. 
vation ; 1 will anfwer for thee to Chrift, I will die for thee, 
as Chrift died for us all; I will, if occafion requires, give 
my life for thee.—Believe me, it is Chrift himielf that hath 
tent me.”? On hearing theje words, the attonidhed robber 
ftopped—dropped his weapons, ftood mute for fome time, 
and at length burfting into tears, he ran an! embraced the 
apoftle, but at the fame time covered his right hand which 
had committed murder, thatict fhould not touch the holy 
man. St. John, however, told him, that if he _fincerely 
repens: Chrift would pardon him, pointed out feveral texts 

of fcripture to confirm what he faid, pra ed for him hearti- 

ly, and even kiffed his murdering hand, which he affured 

him would be forgiven on his real repentance. The rubbe? 

now became a fecond time aconve t, but with better fuc. 
cefs than at firft, for he continued ftedfalt in his faith, and 
in the practice of every virtwe till his death. Another ad. 
vantage accraed’ from his fecond eonveriion ; his compa< 
| nions, and affocidtes in wickedoefs, Aruck by-his exa.npie, 

and perfuaded by his difcourfis, reformed their lives, em. 

braced the Chriftian faith, and became ufeful membera ot 
fociery, © °° : : : 

8A 


* Some of the fathers of the church relate the following ' 
very fingular circumftance, in which St. John was materially 
concerned: Being in the Chriftian ‘church at Smyrna, he 
beheld acomely young man among the congregation. As 
he was particularly flrack with his appearance, he fervently 
aecommended him to the bifhop of Smyrna, in the name of 
Chrift. St. John went to Ephefus, and the ‘bifhop taking 
home the voung man, inftruéted him in every Chriftian duty, 
and made him a paflor. ‘Fhe youth,’ however, falling into 
bad company, grew debauched, affociated with thieves, and 
became the captain of a band of robbers.- When Sr. John 
came again to Smyrna, he enquired after the young man ; 
and was told by the bithop that he was dead. —-** Dead, 
(faid he) of what difeafe did he die ?” To which the bifhop 
replied, with tears, ‘* He is dead to God, has turned not , 
only libertine but a thief, and has committed many robberies 
and murders in the neighbouring mountains, where he | 
commands a moft defperate gang.” The apoftle was greatly © 
afflicted at this intelligence, but immediately ordered ‘a 
horfe and a guide to condaét him to the mountains. ~ Ar- 
riving at a very defolate part; he was fuddenly farrounded 
by a detachment of the robbers; who were roaming after 
prey. ‘* This is the very thing I wanted, faid St. John, very 
calmly, fhew me the way to your captain; ’tis with him 1 
have bufinefs.”” And by his venerable appearance, for the 
faint was now upwards of ninety years of age, they, imme: 
diately complied, and treated him with ‘a peculiar degree 
of reverence, for which they could not account. When the 
captain -of the robbers firit-faw him, -he darted a frerce-look 
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dence at Ephefus, on account of Tirgothy their 
bifhop having fome time before been put to death 
by the people of that city, . Here, with the af- 
fiftance of feven other bifhops, he took upon 
hinfelf the government of the large diocefe' of 
Afia Minor, and difpofed of the clergy in the 
beft manner he could, {pending his time in an in- 
defatigable execution of his charge, travelling 
from one part to another, and inftructing the 
people in the principles of that holy religion he 
was fent to propagate, : a, 

In this manner did Jotin continue to fpend his 
time tiildeath put a period to his labours, which 
happened in the beginning of the reign of the 
emperor Trajan. His remains were depoftted 
in the city of Eiphefus, where feveral of the fathers 
obderve, that his comb, in their time, was remain- 
ing in a church, which was built to his honour, 
and called by hisname. He was the only apoftle 
who efcaped a violent death; notwithftanding 
which he is deemed a martyr, on account of his 
Having undergone the mode of an execution, 
though it did not take effect. He lived the lon- 
geft of any of the apoftles, being near an hundred 
years of age at the time of his death; and the 
church commemorates the 27th day of December 
to his memory, 

St. John, having been brought up to the bufi- 
nefs of a fifherman, never received alibera] edu- 
cation; but what was wanting from human art 
was abundantly fupplied by the excellent confti- 
tution of his mind, and that fullnefs of Divine 
grace with which he was adorned. His humility 
wis admirable, always fludioufly concealing 
whatever tended to his own honour. Jn his 
epittles he never ftiles himfelf either Apoftle 
or Lvangelift: the tide of prefoyter, or elder, is 
all he affumes, and probably as much in regard 
to his age as his office. In his Gofpel, when he 
tpeaks of she difciple whom fefus loved, he con- 
ceals his own name, leaving the reader to difcover 
who he meant. He practifed charity to the ur- 
moft extent, and affectionately recommended it 
toal] mankind. This (and the love of our neigh- 


bour) is the great vein that runs through all his } 


writings, more elpecialiy his Epiitles, wherein he 
urges it as the great and peculiar law of Chrifti- 
anity, and without which all pretenfions to Our 
Bleffed Saviour are vain and frivolous; ufelefs 
and infignificant. When age and the infirmities 
of nature had rendered him fo weak, that he was 
unable to preach to the people any longer, he was 
led, at every public meeting, to the church at 
Ephetus, where he generally addreffed himtelf’ 
tothe people in thele words: Litsle children, love 
one ansther. When his hearers, tired with the 
conftant repetition of the fume thing, afked him 
the reafon of it, he told them, that to love one 
another was the command of Our Bleffed-Sa- 
viour. 

The greateft inftance of our apoftle’s care for 
the fouls of men is difplayed in the inimitable 
writings he left to pottery. The firft of which 
in point of time, though placed laft, inthe facred 
¢anon, is his Apocalypie, or book of Revelations, 
which he wrote during his banifhment in the 
ifland of Patmos. 

Next to the Apocalypfe, in order of time, are 
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his‘three épifties, the firft of which is catholic, 
calculated for all times and places, containing 
the -moft excellent rules for the conduc af a 
Chriftian life; preffing to -holinefs: and purenefe 
of'‘tpanneérs;! and nat to befatisfied with a nakad 
and empty profeffion of religion, not to be.led 
away with the crafty infinuation of feducers, and 
cautioning men againft the poifonous principles 
and practices of the Gnoftics. The apoftle here, 
according to his ufual modefty, conceals his 
name, it being of tore confequence to a wife 
man whatis faid, than he who /ays it. » It appears 
from St. Auguftine, that this Epiftle was antiencly 
infcribed to the Parthians, becaufe, in all proba-~ 
bility, St. John preached the Gofpel in Parthia. 
The other twoEpiftles are but fhort,-and directed 
to particular perfons: the one to a woman of ho- 
nourable quality, encouraging her and her chit- 
dren to charity, to perfeverance in good works, 
and to fhew no countenance to falfe teachers and 
deceivers. The other Epiftle is direéted to the 
charitable and hofpitable Gaius, the kindeft 
friend, and the moft courteous entertainer of all 
indigent Chriftians. 

Before he undertook the tafk of writing his 
Gofpel, he caufed a general faft to be kept in all 
the churches throughout Afia, to implore the 
bleffing of heaven on fo great and momentous an 
undertaking. When this was done he fet about 
the work, and completed it in fo excellent and 
fublime a manner, that the antients generally 
compared him to an eagle foaring aloft among 
the clouds, whither the meck eye of man was 
not able to follow him. 

St. Paul, in {peaking of the writings of this 
apoftle, fays, “‘ Among all the evangelical writers, 
none are like St. John for the fublimity of his 
fpeech, and the heighth of his difcourfes, which 
are beyond any man’s capacity fully to reach and 
comprehend.” This is corroborated by Epipha- 
nius, who fays, * St. John, by a loftinefs and 
{peech peculiar to himfelf, acquaints us, as it 
were out of the clouds and dark recetfes of wif- 
dom, with the Divine doctrine of the Son of 
God.” 

Such is the character given of the writings of 
this great apoftle and evangelift, who was ho- 
noured with the endearing title of being the be- 
loved difciple of the Son of God; a writer fo 
profound as to deferve, by way of eminence, the 
character of St. Jobu the Divine. 





TENE rrr 


Ss. PHILIP. 


In the diftribution made by the apoftles of the 
feveral regions of the world in which rhey were 
to preach the Gofpel after Our Lord’s atcenfion, 
the Upper Afia fell to Philip, where he laboured 
with the moft indefatigable diligence to propa- 
gate the doctrine of his Mafter in thofe paris. 
From the conftancy and power of his preaching; 
and the efficacy of his miracies, he gained nume- 
rous converts, whom he baprized in the Chrif- 
tian faith, curing at ance their bodies of infrmi- 
ties and diftempers, and their fouls of errors and 
idolatry. Here he continued a confiderable time, 
and, before he left the place, fectled che churches 

an 
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and appointed guides and minifters over thofe 
whom he had converted. 

After Philip had, for feveral years, fuccefsfully 
.exercifed his apoftolic office in Upper Afia, he 
went to Hierapolis in Phrygia, a city remarkably 
rich and populous, but arthe fame time over-run 
with the moft enormous idolatry. Philip was 
greatly grieved to fee the people fo wretchedly 
enflaved by error and fuperftition: he therefore 
repeatedly offered up his prayers to heaven in 
their behalf, till, by his prayers, and often calling 
on the name of Chrift, he procured the death, or 


at leaft the vanifhing, of a.dragon, or enormous 


ferpent, to which they paid adoration. 

Having thus demolifhed their deity, Philip 
clearly demonftrated to them how ridiculous and 
unjuft it was to pay divine honours to fuch odious 
creatures: he told them that God alone was to 
be worfhipped as the great parent of all the world, 
who, in the beginning, made men after his glo- 
rious image, and when fallen from that innocent 
znd happy ftate, fent his own Son into the world 
toredeemthem. That, in order to perform this 
glorious work, he died on the crofs, and rofe 
again from the dead, and at the end of the world 
would come again to raife all the fons of men from 
the chambers of the duit, and either fentence 
them to everlafting punifhment, or reward them 
with everlafting felicit. 

This difcourfe roufed them from their lethar- 
gy; infomuch that great numbers, being afhamed 
of their idolatry, immediately forfook it, and em- 
braced the doctrine of the Gofpel. But the fuc- 
cefs attending Philip’s endeavours proved fatal 
tohim. The magiftrates were fo incenfed at his 
having obtained fuch a number of converts that 
thev refolved to put an effectual ftop to his pro- 
ceedings. hey accordingly ordered him to be 
feized, and thrown into prifon, from whence, 
after being feverely fcourged, he was led to exe- 
cution, and put ro death. the manner of which, 
according to fome, was, by being hanged againft 
a pillar, and, according to others, by cruci- 
fixion, 

As foon as he was dead, his body was taken 
down by Bartholomew, his fellow-labourer in the 
Gofpel, and Mariamne his filter, the conftant 
companion of his travels, and decently interred 
in a private place nearthe city; both of whom, 
for performing this friendly office, nearly efcaped 
with their lives. 

The martyrdom of St. Philip happened about 
eight years after that of St. James the Great; 
and his name, together with that of St. James 
the Lefs, is commemorated on the firft of May. 





* That Nathaniel and Bartholomew were only two names 
for one and the fame perfon, the one his proper, and the 
other his relative name, is beyond all doubt; but then the 
quettion is, upon what account it was, that he had his rela- 
uve name conferred on him. That feveral feéts in the 
Jewith church, denominated themfelves from fome famous 
perfon of that nation (as the Effenes dic from Enoch, and 
the Sadducees from Sadoc) cannot be denied ; and there- 
fore, if we may fuppofe, thae there were others, who called 


themfelves Tholmzans, from Tholmai, fcholar to Heber,’ 


the antient matter of the Hebrews, who flourithed ia Debir 
and Hebron, it will be no hard matter to make Nathaniel 
of this order and inftitution, and thereupon to give him the 
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Ss. BARTHOLOMEW. 

This apoftle is mentioned among the immedi- 
ate difciples of Our Lord under the appellation 
of Bartholomew, though it is evident, from di-- 
vers paffages in {cripture, that he was alfo called 
Nathaniel *. 

After Our Lord’s afcenfion into heaven, Bar- 
tholomew vifited different parts of the world, in 
order to propagate the Gofpel of his Matter, 
and at length penetrated as far as the Hither In- 
dia. Here he remained a confiderable time, and 
then went to Hierapolis in Phrygia, where he la- 
boured (in conjunction with Philip) to plant 
chriftianity in thofe parts; and to convince the 
blind idolaters of the evil of their ways, and 
direct them in the paths which lead to eternal 
falvation. This enraging the bigotted magi- 
ftrates, they fentenced Bartholomew to death, 
and he was accordingly faftened to a crofs; but 
their confciences flaring them in their faces for 
the iniquity they were about to commit, they 
ordered him to be taken down, and fet at li- 
berry. 

In confequence of this our apoftle left Liera- 
polis, and went to Lycaonia, where he obtained 
a great number of converts, whom he inftruéted 
and trained up in the principles of the Chriftian 
religion. From Lycaonia he went to Albania, a 
city onthe Cafpian Sea, a place miferably over- 
run with idolatry, from which he laboured hard 
to reclaim the people. But his endeavours to 
tmrn them from darknefs unto ligh', and from the 
power of Satan unto God, inftead of proving ef- 
fectual, only procured his deftruction. The ma- 
giftrates were fo incerfed againft him, that they 
prevailed on the governor to order him to be put 
to death, which was accordingly done with the 
moft diftinguifhed cruelty. It is the general- 
opinion of moft writers, that he was firft fevere- 
ly bearen with fticks, then crucified, afterwards 
flayed while {till alive, and, laftly, that his head 
was fevered from his body. The anniverfary of 
his martyrdom is kept on the 24th of Auguft, 
the day on which he chearfully refigned himfelf 
in defence of the doétrine of his great Lord 
and Matter. 
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Ss. MAT TIIE W. 


During the firft eight years after Our Bleffed 
Lord’s alcenfion into heaven, Matthew continued 


to 





name of Bartholomew. i.e. a fcholar of the Tholmzan:, 
and focreate him (as he is faid to have been) a doétor of 
the Jewihh law. But an cafier explanation of this matter 
will appear from the following obfervations. That, as the 
firft fyllable of his name fignitics a Son, the word Bar-thole- 
mew will import no more, than the Son of Tholomew, or 
Tholmai, which was no uncommon naine among the Jews. 
And, that it was an ofual thing among them, for the fon 
thus to derive his name, ‘is evident from the inftance of 
Bar-timaus, which is interpreted the Son of ‘I imeus, Math 
x. 46. and that of Bar-jona, Matth. xvi. 17. which St. Johu 


) makes the fame with Simon, fon cf jonas, Joon xxi. ns. 
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to preach the Gofpel with great affiduity in dif- 
ferent parts of Judea; after which he left the 
country of Paleftine in order to convert the Gen- 
tile world. But before his departure, at the ear- 
neft folicitation of the Jewifh converts in Judea, 
he wrote the Hiftory of the life and actions of 
the Bleffed Jefus; which he left among them as 
a ftanding monument of what he had fe often 
delivered to them in his fermons. 

After Matthew left Judea, he travelled: into 
various parts,. but the particular places he vifited 
are not certainly known. 
bouring indefatigably in the vineyard of his Maf- 
ter, he fuffered martyrdom at a city called Na~- 
dabar tn Echiepia ;. but the particular manner of 
his death is not certainly known, though it is the 
general conceived opinion that he was flain with 
an halbert. His martyrdom. is commemorated 
by the church on the 21 ft day. of Seprember. 

St. Matthew was a remarkable inftance of the 
power of religion, in bringing men to a proper 
temper of mind. If we reflect upon his circum- 
ftances while he continued a ftrangerto the great 
Redeemer of mankind, we fhall find that the 
love of the world had poffeffed his heart.. Bu 
notwithftanding this, no fooner did Chrift call 
him, than he abandoned, without the leat fcru- 
ple or hefitation, all his riches; nay, he not only 
renounced his lucrative trade, but ran the grearett 
hazards of difpleafing the mafters who employed 
him, for quitting their fervice without giving 
them the leatt notice, and: leaving his accounts 
in confufion. Had Our Blefled Saviour ap- 
peared as a fecular prince, cloathed with tempo 
val power and authority, it would have been no 
wonder for him to have gone over to his fervice: 
but when he appeared under all the circumttances 
of poverty, when he feemed to promife his fol- 
lowers nothing but mifery and fufferings, in this 
life, and to propofe no other rewards than the 
invifible encouragements of another world, his 
change appears truly wonderful and furprizing— 
but Divine grace can fubdue all oppofition. 

His contempt of the world was fully manifefted 
gn his exemplary temperance and abftemioufnefs 
from all delights and pleafures ; infomuch, that 
he even refuted the ordinary conveniencies.and 
accommodations of life. Fle was remarkably 
modeft in the opinion he entertained of himfelf, 
always giving the preference to others, even 
though their abilities were not fo confpicuous as 
his own. The reft of the evangelifts are careful 
to mention the honour of his apoftlefhip, but 
fpeak of his former fordid, dishoneft, and dif 
graceful courfe of life, only under the name of 
Levi; while he himfelf fets it down with all its 
circumftances, under his own proper and com- 
mon name. A conduét which at once com- 
mends the prudence and candour of the apoftle, 
and fuggefls to us this ufeful reflection, That. 
the greateft finners are not excluded from Di- 
vine grace; nor can any, if penitent, have jut 
reafon to defpair, when publicans and finners 
fine mercy at the throne of grace. 

The Gofpel which St. Matthew wrote at the 
intreaty of the Jewifh converts, before he left 
Judea, was penned in the Hebrew language, but 
foon after tranflated into Greek by one of his 


Fowever,. after la- |, 
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Afcer the Greek tranflation was ad- 


mitted, the Hebrew copy was chiefly owned and 
| ufed by the Nazarzi, a middle fe&t berween 
| Jews and Chriftians ; with the former they ad2 
| hered to the rites and ceremonies of the Mofaie 


law, and with the latter they believed in Chritt, 
and embraced his religion ; and: hence this Gof- 
pel has been ftyled The Gofpel according to ths 
Hebrews, and.The Gofpel of the Nezarenes. 


a en I nt 
S. FHOMAS. a 


The apoftle Thomas, after Our Lord’s afcen- 
fion, continued to preach the Gofpel in various 
parts of Judea; till at length, being interrupted 
by the difperfion. of the Chriftian church in Je- 


| cufalem,. he repaired into Parthia, the province 


affigned him for his minitry. He afterwards 
preached the Gofpel to the Medes,. Perfians, Car- 
mans, Hyrcani, Bractarians, and the neighbour- 
ing nations. During his preaching in Perfia, 
he is faid to have met with the magi, or wife 
men, who had taken that long journey.at Our 
Saviour’s birth to worfhip hin, whom he bap- 
tized, and took with him, as his companions and 
affittants in propagating the Gofpel. 

Leaving Perfia he travelled into Ethiopia, 
preaching the glad tidings of the Gofpel, healing 
the fick, and working other miracles, to prove 
he had his commiffion: from on high, 

After travelling through thefe countries, he 
entered India, and went firlt to Socotora, an- 
ifland inthe Arabian fea, and then to Cranga- 
nor, from whence, having converted many from 
the error of their ways, he travelled further into 
the eaft. Having fuccefsfully preached the Gof- 
pel. here, he returned back to the kingdom of 
Coromandel, where at Malipur, the metropolis 
of the kingdom, not far from the mouth of the 
Ganges, he began to erect a place for Divine 
worfhip, but was interrupted by the idolatrous 
priefts, and Sagamo prince of the country. 
However, after he had performed feveral mira- 
cles, he was fuffered to proceed in the work, and 
Sagamo himfelf embraced the Chri:tian faith, 
whofe example was foon followed by great num- 
bers of his friends and fubjects. 

This remarkable fuccefs alarmed the Brach- 
mans, who plainly perceived that their religion 
would be foon extirpated unlefs fome method 
could be found of putting a ftop to the progrefs 
of Chriftianity : they therefore refolved to put 
the apoftle to death. At a finall diftance from 
the city was atomb, whither St. Thomas often 
retired for private devotion: hither the Brach- 
mans and their armed followers purfued him, and 
while he was at prayer, they firft threw at him 
a flower of darts, after which one of the priefts 
ran him through the body with a lance. Fis 
corpfe was taken up by his difciples, and buried 
in the church he had caufed to be ereéted, and 
which was afterwards improved into a facric of 
very great magnificence. His martyrdom is 
' commemorated on the 21ft of December. 

St. Chryfoftom fays, that St. Thomas, who at 
; firft was the weakeft and moft incredulous of i 
% co Os "the 
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the apoftles, became, through Chrift’s conde- 
{cenfion to fatisfy his feruples, and the power of 
the Divine grace, the moft aétive and invincible 
of them all; travelling over moft parts of the 
world, and living without fear in the midi of 
barbarous nations, through the efficacy of that 
Almighty power, which can make the weakeft 
veffels to perform acts of the greateft difficulty 
and moment. 


arn 
St. SIMO N, commonly called the Zeator. 


This apoftle, in the catalogue of Our Lord’s 
chofen difciples, is ftiled Simon the Canaanite, 
from whence fome are of opinion that he was 
born at Cana in Galilee; and it is generally 
thought that he was the bridegroom mentioned 
by St. John, at whofe marriage Our Bleffed Sa- 
viour turned the water into wine, — 

The name of this apoftle is derived from the 
Hebrew word &2ah, which fignifies zeal, and de- 
notes a warm and fprightly difpofition. He did 
not, however, acquire this name from his ar~ 
dent affection to his Mafter, and the defire of 
advancing his religion in the world, but from his 
zealous attachment to a particular fee of reli- 
gion before he became acquainted with his great 
Lord and Matter. ey 

In order to explain this matter more clearly to 
the underftanding of our readers, it is neceffary 
to obferve, that as there were feveral fects | and 
parties among the Jews, fo there was one, either 
a diftinét feét, or at leaft a branch of the Phari- 
fees, called the Sect of the Zealots. This fect 
took upon them to inflict. punifhments in extra- 
ordinary cafes ; and that not only by the con- 
nivance, but with the leave both of the rulers 
and people, till, in procefs of time, their zeal 
degenerated into all kinds of licentioufnefs and 
wild extravagance ; and they not only became 
the pefts of the commonwealth in their own ter- 
ritories, but were likewife hated by the people 
of thofe parts which belonged to the Ro- 
mans, They were continually urging the 
people to fhake off the Roman yoke and affert 
their matural liberty, taking care, when they had 
thrown all things into confufion, to make their 
own advantage of the confequences arriving 
therefrom. Jofephus gives a very long and par- 
ticular account of them, throughout the whole 
of which he repeatedly reprefents them as the 
great plague of the Jewifh nation. Various at- 
tempts were made, efpecially by Ananas the high- 
prieft, to reduce them to order, and oblige them 
to obferve the rules of fobriety ; but all endea- 
vours proved ineffectual. They continued their 
violent proceedings, and, joining with the Idu- 
means, committed every kind of outrage. They 
broke into the fanctuary, flew the priefts them- 
felves before the altar, and filled the ftreets of 
Jerufalem with tumults, rapine and blood. Nay, 
when Jerufalem was clofely befieged by the Ro- 
man army, they continued their deteftable pro- 
ceedings, creating frefh tumults and factions, 
and were indeed the principal caule of the ill 
fuccets of the Jews in that fatal war. 

This is a true account of the fect of the zea- 
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lots ; though whatever St. Simon was before, we 
have no reafon to fufpect but that after his con- 
verfion he was very zealous for the honour of his 
Matter, and confidered all thofe who were enemies 
to Chrift as enemies to himfelf, however near they 
might be to him in any natural relation. Ashe 
was very exact in all the practical duties of the 
Chriftian religion, fo he fhewed a very ferious 
and pious indignation towards thofe who pro- 
feffed religion, and a faith in Chrift with their 
mouths, but difhonoured their facred profeffion 


-by their irregular and vicious lives, as many 


of the firft profeffing Chriftians really did. 

St. Simon continued in communion with the 
reft of the apoftles and difciples at Jerufalem ; 
and at the feaft of Pentecoft received. the fame 
miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoft; fo that he 
was qualified with the reft of his brethren for the 
apoftolic office. In propagating the Gofpel of 
the Son of God, we cannot doubt of his’ exer- 
cifing his gifts with the fame zeal and fidelity, as 
his fellow apoftles, though in what part of the 
world is uncertain: fome fay he went into Egypt, 
Cyrene, and Africa, preaching the Gofpel to the 
inhabitants of thofe remote and barbarous coun- 
tries: and others add, that after he had paffed 
through thofe burning wajftes, he preached the 
Gofpel to the inhabitants of the weftern parts, 
and even in Britain: where, having converted 
great multitudes, and fuftained the greateft hard- 
fhips and perfecutions, he was at Iaft crucified, 
and buried in fome part of that ifland; but the 
exact place where is unknown. The church, 
joining him with St. Jude, commemorate his 
memory on the 28th of Oétober. 


rE rt 
S. JUDE. 


It is very obfervable of this apoftle, that the 
Evangelifts commonly call him, not Jude, but 
either Thaddeus, or Labbzeus; the reafon of 
which, in all human probability, is, from the 
‘particular diflike they had to the name which 
was fo nearly fimilar to that of the bafe and per- 
fidious Judas Ifcariot, who treacheroufly fold and 
betrayed his Matter. 

Jude was brother to James the Lefs, afterwards 
bifhop of Jerufalem, being the fon of Jofeph by 
a former wife. It is not known when or by whiac 
means he became a difciple of Our Bleffed Sa- 
viour, there not being any thing faid of him, 
till we find himin the catalogue of the twelve 
apoftles; nor afterwards till Chrift’s Laft Supper, 
when difcourfing with them about his departure, 
and comforting them with a prontife, that he 
would return to them again, meaning after his 
refurrection from the dead. 

The facred records ate fo very fhort in their 
accounts of this apoftle, that we muft be beholden 
to other ecclefiaftical writers, for information re- 
lative to his conduct after the afcenfion of Our 
Bleffed Lord into heaven. Paulinus tells us, 
that the part which fell to his fhare in the 
apoftolic divifion of the provinces, was Lybia, 
but he does not tell us whether it was the Cyre- 
nian Lybia, which is thought to have received 
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ehe Gofpel from St. Mark, on the more fouthern 
parts of Africa. But however that be, in his 
firft ferting out to preach the Gofpel, he travelled 
up and down Judea and Galilee; then through 
Samaria into Idumea, and to the cities of Ara- 
bia and the neighbouring countries, and after- 
wards to Syria and Mefopotamia. Nicephorus 
adds, that he caine at Fatt to Edeffa, where Aba- 
garus governed, and where Thaddeus, one of 
the feventy, had already fown the feeds of the 
Gofpel. Here he perfected what the other had 
begun ; and having, by his fermons and mira- 
cles, eftablifhed the religion of Jefus, he died 
in peace; but others fay that he was flain at Be- 
rites, and honourably buried there. The wri- 
ters of the Latin church are unanimous in de- 
claring, that he travelled into Perfia, where, af- 
ter great fuccefs in his apoftolical miniftry for 
many years, he was at laft, for his free and open- 
ly reproving the fuperftitious rites and cuftoms 
of the Magi, cruelly put to death. 

St. Jude wrote only one epiftle, which is placed 
the laft of thofe feven, {tiled catholic, in the fa- 
cred canon. It has no particular infeription, 
as the other fix have, but is thought to have been 
primarily intended for the Chriftian Jews in their 
feveral difperfions, as were the epiftles of the 
apottle Peter. In it he informs them, ‘that he 
«Cat firft intended to have wrote to them con- 
*< cerning: the common falvation, in order to con- 
«¢ firm them in their belief; but, finding the 
<< doctrine of Chrift attacked on all fides by he- 
«¢ retics, he thought it more neceflary to exhort 
«them to ftand up manfully in defence of the 
“© faith we delivered to the faints, and to oppofe 
“ thole fife tecchers, who fo earneftly laboured 
© to corrupt them; and that they might know 
« thefe the better, he defcribes them in their pro- 
“per colours, and foretels their future, if not 
“ impending danger: but, at the fame time, he 
«© endeavours to exhort them, by all gentle me- 
* thods, to fave them, and to take chem cut of 
«© the fre into which their own. folly had caft 
« them.” 

Tr was fome time before this Epiftle was gene- 
rally received in the church. The author, in- 
deed, like St. James, St. John, and fometimes 
St. Paul, docs not call himfelf an apoille, but 
only the servant of Chriff. But he has added 
what isequivalent, Jude the brother of “james, a 
character which can only betong to himfelf: and 
furely the humility of a follower of Chrift fhould 
be no objection to his writings. 
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St. MAT TIITIAS. 





Matthias was one of the feventy difciples whom 
Our Bleffed Lord made choice of to affift him in 
the difcharge of his public miniftry. After his 
death Matthias was elected into the apoftlefhip, 
to fupply the place of Judas, who was fo ftruck 
with remorfe at having betrayed his Matter, as 
to put a period to his own exiftence. 

After Our Lord’s afcenfion into heaven, Mat- 
thias fpent the firft year of his miniftry in Judea, 
where he was fo fuccefsful as to bring over a pro- 
digious number of people to the Chriftian faith. 
From Judea he travelled into other countries, 
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and, proceeding eaftward, came at length to 
Ethiopia. Here he likewife made many con-~ 
verts, but the inhabitants in general being of a 
fierce and untractable temper, refolved to take 
away his life, which they effected by firft ftoning 
him, and then fevering his head from his body. 
The anniverfary of his martyrdom is kept in the 
Chriftian church on the 24th of February. 





St. MAR K. 


In the difperfion of the apoftles for propagating 
the Gofpel in different parts of the world, after 
Our Lord’s afcenfion into heaven, St. Mark was, 
by Peter, fent into Egypt, where he foon planted 
a church in Alexandria, the metropolis; and 
fuch was his fuccefs, that he converted prodi- 
gious multitudes of people, both men and wo- 
men, to the Chriftian religion. 

St. Mark did not confine himfelf to Alexan- 
dria, and the oriental parts of Egypt, but re- 
moved weftward to Lybia, pafling through the 
eountries of Marmarcia, Pentapolis, and others 
adjacent, where, though the people were both 
barbarous in their manners, and idolatrous in 
their worfhip, yet by his preaching and miracles 
he prevailed on them to embrace the tenets of 
the gofpel; nor did he Jeave them till he had 
confirmed them in the faith. 

After this long tour he returned to Alexan- 
dria, where he preached with the greateft free- 
dom, ordered and difpofed of the affairs of the 
church, and wifely provided for a fucceffion, by 
conftituting governors and paftors of ic. But 
the reitiefs enemy of the fouls of men would not 
fuffer our apoftle to continue in peace and qui- 
etnefs, for while he was affiduoufly labouring in 
the vineyard of his Mafler, the idolatrous inha-~ 
bitants, about the time of Eafter, when they were 
celebrating the folemnities of Serapis, tumultu-~ 
oufly feized him; and, binding his feet with 
cords, dragged him through the ftreets, and over 
the mo(t craggy places, to the Bucelus, a preci- 
pice near the fea, leaving him there in a lonefome 
prifon, for that night; but his greatand beloved 
Matter appeared to him ina vifion, comforting 
and encouraging him, under the ruins of his fhat- 
tered body. 

Early the next morning the tragedy began a- 
frefh ; and they dragged him about in the fame 
cruel and barbarous manner, till he expired. But 
their malice did not end with his death; for they 
burnt his mangled body after they had fo inhu- 
manly deprived it of life: but the Chriftians ga- 
thered up his bones and afhes, and decently in- 
terred them near the place where he ufed to 


+ preach. His remains were afterwards, with great 


pomp, removed from Alexandriato Venice, where 
they were religioufly honoured, and he was adop- 
ted the titular faint and patron of that ftate. 

He fuffercd martyrdom on the 25th of April, 
but the year is not abfolurely known: the mott 
probable opinion is, that it happened about the 
end of the reign of Nero. 

His Gofpel, the only writing he left behind 
him, was written at the intreaty and earneft de- 
fire of the converts at Rome, who, not content 
with having heard St. Peter preach, preffed St. 

Mark, 
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Mark, his difciple, to commit to writing an hif- 
torical account of what he had delivered to them, 
which he performed with equal faithfulnefs and 
brevity, and being perufed and approved by St. 
Peter, it was commanded to be publicly read in 
their affemblies. It was frequently ftiled St. Pe- 
ter’s gofpel, not becaufe he dictated it to St. 
Mark, but becaufe the latter compofed it from 
the accounts St. Peter ufually delivered in his dif- 
courfe tothe people. And this is probably the 
reafon of what St. Chryfoftom obferves, that in 
his ftile and manner of expreffion he delights to 
imitate St. Peter, reprcfenting a great deal ina 
few words. 
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Ss. LUKE, 


The Evangelift St. Luke was a native of An- 
tioch in Syria, and by profeffion a phyfician ; and 
it is the general opinion of moft antient hiftori- 
ans, that he was alio well acquainted with the art 
of painting. 

After Our Lord’s afcenfion into heaven, he 
fpent a great partof his time with St. Paul, whom 
he accompanied to various places, and greatly 
affifted in bringing over profelytes to the Chrif- 
tian faith. This fo endeared him to that apollle, 
that he feems delighted with owning him for his 
fellow-labourer, and in calling him she beloved 
phrfician, and the brother whcfe praife is in the 
Gofpel. 

St. Luke preached the Gofpel with great fuc- 
cefs ina variety of places, independent of his af- 
fitting St. Paul. He travelled into different 
parts of F.gypt and Greece, in the latter of which 
countries the idolatrous pricfts were fo incenfed 
againtt him thatthey put him to death,which they 
effected by hanging him on the branch of an olive 
tree. The anniverfary of his martyrdom is held 
on the 18th of October. 

St. Luke wrote two books for the ufe of the 
church ; namely, his Gofpel, and the Acts of 
the Apoftles. Both thefe he dedicated to The- 
ophilus, which many of the antients fuppofe to 
be a feigned name, denoting a lover of God, a 
title common to all fincere Chriflians. But others 
think it was areal perfon, becaufe the title of 
moft excellent is attributed to him ,; which was the 
ufual form of addrefs, in thofe times, to princes 
and other diftinguifhed characters. 

His Gofpel contains the principal Tranfactions 
of the Life of our Bleffed Redeemer ; and in his 
Acts of the Apoftles (which it is probable he 
wrote at Rome about the time of Paul’s impri- 
fonmenc) are recorded the molt material actions 
of the principal apoftles, efpecially St, Paul, whofe 
activity in the caufe of Chrift made him bear a 
very great part in the labours of his Mafter; and 
St. Luke, being almoft his conltant attendant, 
and privy to his moft intimate tranfactions, was 
confequently capable of giving a more full and 
fatisfactory account of them than any other of 
the apoftles. 

Jn both thefe treatifes his manner of writing 
is exact and accurate; his ftile nodle and elegant, 
fublime and lofty, and yet clear and perfpicu- 
ous, flowing with an eafy and natural grace and 
{weetnefs, admirably adapted to an hiftorical de- 
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fign. In fhort, as an hiftorian he was faithful 
in his relations, and elegant in his writings ; as a 
minifter; careful and diligent for the good of 
fouls; as a Chrifian, devout and pious; and to 
crown all the reft, laid down his life in teftimony 
of the gofpel he had both preached and publifhed 
to the world. 


rr 
S. BARNABAS. 


After Our Lord’s afcenfion into heaven, Bat- 
nabas continued, for a confiderable time, with 
St. Paul, being his conftanr attendant wherever 
he went. He travelled with him to a great va- 
riety of places in different parts of the world, 
and was of the moft infinite fervice in helping 
him to propagate the Gofpel of his great Lord 
and Mafter. At length, however, a difpute 
arofe between them while they were at Antioch, 
the iffue of which was, that Barnabas left Paul 
at Antioch, and retired to Cyprus, his native 
country. 

After this feparation from St. Paul the facred 
writings give us no account of St. Barnabas ; nor 
are the ecclefiaftical writers agrced among them- 
felves with regard to the actions of our apoftle, 
after his failing for Cyprus. This, however, 
feems to be certain, that he did not fpend the 
whole remainder of his life in that iand, buc 
vifited different parts of the world, preaching 
the glad tidings of the Gofpel, healing the fick, 
and working other miracles among the Gentiles. 
After long and painful travels, attended with 
different degrees of luccefs in different places, 
he returned to Cyprus, his native country, where 
he fuffered martyrdom in the following manner: 
Certain Jews coming from Syria and Salamis, 
where Barnabas was then preaching the Gofpel, 
being highly exafperated at his extraordinary fuc- 
cefs, fell upon him as he was difputing in the 
fynagogue, dragged him out, and, after the moft 
inhuman tortures, ftoned him to death, His 
kinfman, John Mark, who was a fpeétator of 
this barbarous action, privately interred his body 
in acave; where it remained cil the time of the 
emperor Zeno, in the year of Chrift 48.¢, when ic 
was difcovered, with Se, Matthew's gofpel in 
Hebrew, written with his own hand, lying on his 
breait. 

‘The anniverfary of the martyrdom of St. Bar- 
nabas is keptonthe rith of June, 
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TIMOTHY. 


This great affertor of the caufe of Chrift was 
a difciple of St. Paul, and born at Lyftra in Ly- 
caonia. His father was a Gentile, but his mother 
wasa Jewels. Her name was Eurice, and that 
of his grand mother, Lais. Thefe particulars are 
taken notice of, becaufe Sr. Paul commends their 
piety and the good education which they had 
given Timothy. 

When St. Paul came to Derbe and Lyftra, 
about the year of Chrift 51 or 52, the brethren 
gave fuch an advantageous tcflimony of the me- 
rit and good difpofition of Timothy, that the 
apoftle took him with hin, in order to afilt hint 

in 
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in propagating the doctrine of his Great Lord 
and Mafter. ‘Timothy applied himfelf to labour 
with St. Paulin the bufinefs of the Gofpel, and 
did him very important fervices; through the 
whole courfe of his preaching. St. Paul calls 
him not only his dearly beloved fon, but alfo his 
brother, the companion of his labours, and a 
man of God. 

This holy difciple accompanied St. Paul to 
Macedonia, to Philippi, to Theffalonica, to Be- 
rea: and when the apoftle went from Berea, he 
left Timothy and Silas there, to confirm the con- 
verts. When he came to Athens, he fent for 
Timothy to come thither to him; and when he 
was come, and had given him an account of the 
churches of Macedonia, St. Paul fent him back 


to Theffalonica, from whence he afterwards re- | 


turned with Silas, and came to St. Paul at Co- 
rinth. There he continued with him for fome 
time, and the apofile mentions him with Silas, 
at the beginning of the two epiftles which he then 
wrote to the Theffalonians. 

Some years after this, St. Paul fent Timothy 
and Eraftus into Macedonia; and gave Timothy 
orders to call at Corinth, to refrefh the minds of 
the Corinthians, with regard to the truths which 
he had inculcated in them Some time after, 
writing: to the fame Corinthians, he recommends 
them to take care of Timothy, and fend him 
back in peace; after which Timothy returned to 
St. Paulinto Afia, who there ftayed for him. They 
went together into Macedonia: and the apoftle 
puts ‘Vimothy’s name with his own, before the 
fecond Fpiftle to the Corinthians, which he 
wrote to them from Macedonia, about the middle 
of the year of Chrift ¢7. And he fends his re- 
commendations to the Romans in the letter 
which he wrote from Corinth the fame year. 

When St. Paul returned from Rome, in 64, 
he left Timothy at Ephefus to take care of that 
church of which he was the firft bifhop, as he is 
recognized by the council of Chalcedon — St. 
Pau) wrote to htm from Macedonia the firft of 
the two letters which are addreffed tohim. He 
recommends him to be more moderate tn_ his 
aufterities, and to drink a little wine, becaufe 
of the weaknefs of his ftomach, and his frequent 
infirmities. After the apoftle came to Rome in 
the year 65, being then very near his death, he 
wrote to him his fecond letter, which is full of 
marks of kindnefs and tendernefs for this his dear 
difeiple ; and which is juftly looked upon as the 
Jatt will of St. Paul. He defires him to come 
to Rome to him before winter, and bring with 
him feveral things which he had left at Troas. 
If ‘Vimothy went to Rome, as it is probable he 
did, he mult have been an eye-witnefs of the 
martyrdom of Paul, which happened in the year 
of Chrift 66. 

After Timothy had vifited Paul at Rome he 
returned to Ephefus, where he continued to go- 
vern the church as its bifhop, without the leaft 
interruption, for a confiderable time, till at 
length he fell a victim to the malice of the Pa 
rans, who were his moft inveterate enemies, 
Thefe heathens made a great feaft, in the cele- 
bration of which they carried in proceffion the 
images of their idols, being all mafked, and 
armed with clubs and other offenfive weapons. 
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Timothy, feeing the proceffion, was fo irritated 
at their idolatry and fuperftition, that he rufhed 
in among them in order to {top their proceedings ; 
upon which they immediately fell upon him, and, 
with their clubs, beat him in fo unmercifut a 
manner, that he foon expired. They left the 
body on the fpot where they had murdered him, 
which was removed from thence by fome of his 
difciples, and deeently interred on the top of a 
mountain at afmall diftance from the city. The 
Greeks commemorate his martyrdom on the 22d 
of January, the day on which it is generally fap- 
pofed he gave up his life in defence of the doc- 
trine he had long laboured to propagate; and 
during which time he had brought over great 
numbers of people to embrace the truth of the 
Chriftian religion. 


ET Crna, 


De DY S32 


Titus was a native of Greece, and a Gentile 
by birth; but was converted to the Chriftian 
faith by the apoftle Panl, who, in confequence 
of his ftriét adherence to the doétrine of Chrift, 
calls him his fon. St. Jerome tells us that he 
was St. Paul’s interpreter ; and that, probably, 
becaufe he might write what Paul diétated, or 
tranflate into Greek what he had written in La- 
tin. 

Soon after the converfion of Titus, the apoftle 
Paul took him with him to Jerufalem, which was 
at the time when he went thither about deciding 
the difpute then in agitation relative to the con- 
verted Gentiles being made fubje¢t to the cere~ 
monies of the Mofaic law. On their arrival 
there fome of the people were defirous that Ti- 
tus fhould be circumcifed ; but this was not only 
oT by ‘Vitus, but totally objected to by 
Paul, 

After this controverfy was ended at Jerufalem, 
Paul fent Titus from thence to Corinth, in or- 
der to adjuft fome difputes which had taken 
place inthe church of that city. Tirus was re- 
ceived by the people with the greateft marks of 
refpect; and, from the various difcourfes he 
preached on the occafion, was fo fuccefsful as 
effeCtually to difcharge the bufinefs on which he 
was fent. 

After ftaying fome time at Corinth, Titus 
went from thence into Macedonia, in order to 
inform Payl of the ftate of the church in that 
city. Paul was well pleafed with the account he 
gave, and the fuccefs of his embaffy; and in~ 
tending himfelf to go to Corinth, defired Titus 
to return thither, to make fome neceflary prepa- 
rations previous to his departure for that city. 
Titus readily undertook the journey, and imme- 
diately fet off, carrying with him St. Paul’s fe- 
cond Epiftle to the Corinthians. 

Titus was made bifhop of the ifland of Crete 
about the 63d year after Chrift, when St. Paul 
was obliged to quit that ifland, in order to take 
care of the other churches. The following year 
Paul wrote him to defire, that as foon as he fhould 
have fent Tychicus to him for fupplying his 
place in Crete, he would come to him to Nicopo- 


lis in Epirus, where the apoftle intended to pai 
his winter. 
The 


Ciap; VIII. 
_ The fubje&t of this Epiftle is té reprefent to 
Titus what are the qualities that a bifhop fhould 
be endued with. As the principal funétion which 
‘Titus was to exercife in the ifle of Grete was to 
ordain priefts and bifhops, it was highly incum- 
bent on him to make a difcreet choite. The 
apoftle alfo gives him a {ketch of the advice and 
inftructions which he was to propound to all forts 
of perfons: tothe aged; both men and women ; 
to young people of each fex ; to flaves or fer- 
vants. He exhorts him to keep a ftri& eye 
over the Cretans; and to reprove them with 
feverity, as being a people addicted to lying, 
wickednefs, idlenefs and gluttony. And as ma- 
ny Jews were in the churches of Crete, he exhorts 
Titus to oppofe their vain traditions and Jewifh 
fables ; and at the fame time to fhew them that 
the obfervation of the Jaw ceremonies is no lon- 
ger neceffary; that the diftinction of meat is abo- 
lithed ; and that every thing is pure and clean to 
thofe that are fo themfelves: he puts him in mind 
of exhorting the faithful to be obedient to tem- 
poral power ; to avoid difputes, quarrels and flan- 
der; to apply themfelves to honeft callings: and 
to fhun the company of an heretic, after the firft 
and fecond admonition, 

Titus was deputed to preach the Gofpel in 
Dalnaiatia, where he was fituated when the apoftle 
wrote his fecond epiftle to Timothy. He after- 
wards returned into Crete ; from which it is faid, 
he propagated the Gofpel into the neighbouring 
iNands. He died at the age of 94, and was bu- 
ried in Crete. The Greeks keep his feltival on 
the 2sthof Augtuft, and the Latins on the 4th 
of January. 


a re 


JOUN MARK. 


John Mark, coufin to St. Barnabas, and a dif- 
ciple of his, was the fon of a Chriftian woman, 
named Mary, who had a houfe in Jerufalem, 
where the apoftles and the faithful generally ufed 
to meet, Here they were at prayersin the night, 
when St. Peter, who was delivered out of prifon 
by the angel, came and knocked at the door: and 
in this houfe the celebrated church of Sion was 
faid to have been afterwards eftablifhed. 

John Mark, whom fome very improperly con- 
found with the evangelilt St. Mark, adhered to 
St. Paul and Se. Barnabas, and followed them in 
their return to Antioch. He continued in their 
company and fervice till they came to Perga, in 
Pamphylia; but chen feeing that they ‘were un-' 
dertaking a longer journey, he left them, and re- 
turned to Jerufalem. This happened in the 
year 45 of the common era. 

Some years after, that is to fay in the year 51, 
Paul and Barnabas preparing to return into Afia, 
in order to vifit the churches, which they had 
formed there, the latter was of opinion, that John 
fhould accompany them in this journey; bur Paul 
would not confent to it: upon which occafion 
thefe two apoftles feparated. Paul went to Afia, 
and Barnabas with John Mark, to the ifle of 
Cyprus. What John Mark did after this jour- 
ney we do not know, till we find him at Rome 
in the year 63, performing fignal fervices for 
St. Paw) during his imprifonment. 
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The apoftle fpeaks advantageoufly of him in 
his épiftle to the Coloffians; Marcus, fifter’s fon 
to Barnabas, faluteth you. If be cometh unto you; 
receive him. He makes mention of him again 
isi his epiftle to Philemon, written in the year 
63; at which time he was with St. Paul at Rome; 
but in the year 65 he was with Timothy in Afia. 
And St. Paul writing to Timothy; defires him to 
bring Marcus to Rome ; adding. that he was ufe- 
ful to him for the miiniftry of the Gofpel: 

In the Greek and Latin churches, the feftival 
of John Mark is kept on the 27th of September. 
Some fay that he was bifhop of Biblis, in Phoe- 
nieia. The Greeks give him the title of apoftle ; 
and fay that the fick were cured by his fhadow 
only. Itis véry probable that he died at Ephe- 
fus, whete his tomb was very much celebrated and 
reforted to. He is fometimes called fimply John; 
or Mark. The year of his death we are {trangers 
to; and fhall not collect all that is faid of him 
in apocryphal and uncertain authors. 





CLEMENT. 


Clement is mentioned by St. Paul, in his epif- 
tle to the Philippians, where the apoltle fays 
that Clement’s name is written in the book of 
life. The generality of the fathers, and other 
interpreters, make no queftion butthat this is the 
fame Clement who fucceeded St. Paul, atter Li- 
nus and Anaclet, in the government of the 
church of Rome; and this feenis to be intimated, 
when in the office for St. Clement’s day, that 
church appoints this part of the Epiftle to the 
Philippians to be read. 

’ We find feveral things relating to Clement's 
life, in the recognitions and conftitutions called 
apottolic; but as thofe works are not all looked 
upon as authentic, though there may be truths in 
fome of them derived from the tradition of the 
firft ages, little {trefs is to be laid upon their 
teftimony. St. Chryfoftom thinks that Clement, 
mentioned by St. Paulin his E:piftle to the Phi- 
lippians, was one of the apoltle’s conftant fellow- 
travellers. Irenzeus, Origin, Clemens of Alex- 
andria, and others of the antients affert, that 
Clement was a difciple of the apoftles; that he 
had feen them, and heard their initructions. Sr. 
Epiphanius, Jerome, Rufinus, Bede, and fome 
others, were of opinion, that as the apoftles St, 
Peter and St. Paul could not be continually ar 
Rome, by reafon of the frequent journies which 
they were obliged to make to other places, and 
_it was not proper that the city of Ronte fhould be 
without a bifhop, there was a neceffity to fupply 
the want of then by eftablifhing Linus, Anaclet, 
and Clement there. The conttitutions inform 
us, that Linus was ordained by Sc. Paul; Ter- 
tullian and Epiphanius fays that Se. Perer or- 
dained Clement, Rufinus telts us that this apoftle 
chofe St. Clement for his fuccefflor, Bur Epi- 
phanius believes, that after he had been made 
bifhop of Rome by St. Peter, he refufed to exer- 
cife his office, till after the death of Linus and 
Anaclet, he was obhged to take upon him the 
care of the church; and this is the moft gene- 
| rally received opinon. St. Peter’s immediate 
- facceffor was Linus; Linus was fucceeded by 
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Anaclet; and Anaclet by Clement, in the year 
of Chrift ninety-one, which was the tenth of 
the reign of Domitian. 

During his government over the church of 
Rome, that of Corinth was difturbed by a fpirit 
of divifion, upon which Clement wrote a long 
letter to the Corinthians, which is ftill extant, 
and was fo much efteemed by the antients, that 
they read it publicly in many churches ; and fome 
have been inclined to range it among the cano- 
nical writings. 

In what manner Clement conduéted himfelf, 
and how he efcaped the general perfecution un- 
der the emperor Domitian, we have not any 
certain accounts; but we are very well affured 
that he lived to the third year of the emperor 
Trajan, which is the hundredth of the Chriftian 
gra. Tis feftival is fet down by Bede, and all 
the Latin Martyrologifts, on the 23d of No- 
vember; and the Greeks honour him on the 
24th and 2gthof thefame month. Rufinus and 
pope Zozimus, give him the title of Martyr; 
and the Roman church, in its canon, places him 


among the faints who have facrificed their lives | 


in the caufe of Chrift. 


Thus have we given the moft ample account 
of the followers of the Bleffed Jefus; the perfons 
who fpread, and caufed to be fpread, the light 
of the Gofpel over the whole world, removed 
the veil of ignorance and fuperftition drawn over 
the kingdoms of the earth, and taught us the 
method of attaining eternal happinefs in the 
courts of the New Jerufalem. 

May we all follow their glorious examples ! 
May we imitate their faith, their piety, their 
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through things temporal in fuch a manner, that we 
foall finally gain the things eternal, and, through 
the merits of an all-perfeé&t Redeemer, be ad- 
mitted as worthy guelts at the marriage fupper 
of the Lamb. 


Behold the Glories of the Lamb ! 
Amidft his Father’s throne : 

Prepare new honours for his name, 
And fongs before unknown. 


Let elders worfhip at his feet, 
The church adore around, 
With vials full of odours fweet, 
And harps of tweeter found. 


Thofe are the prayers of the faints, 
And thefe the hymns they raife: 

Jesus is kind to our complaints, 
He loves to hear our praife. 


Now to the Lamb that once was flain 
Be endlefs bleflings paid; 
Salvation, Glory, Joy remain 
For ever on thy head. 


Thou haft redeem’d our fouls with blood, 
Hatt fer the pris’ners free ; 

Haft made us kings and priefts to God, 
And we fhall reign with thee. 


The worlds of nature and of grace 
Are put beneath thy power ; 

Then fhorten thefe delaying days, 
And bring the promis’d hour. 
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Containing various Particulars neceflary to illuftrate and elucidate the 
Sacred Writings contained both in the Old and New Teftament. 
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On the Connection of the Old and New Teftament, or General Agreement of the Sacred Writers ; 
with a fummary View of the great Truth of Divine Revelation. 


TIE Sacred Volume, which we call] 

the BIBLE, is not a book compiled 

by a fingle author, nor by many per- 

fons in conjunction in the fame age, 
in which there would be no difficulty in forming 
a confiftenr compofition, nor would it be any 
wonder to find the various parts in a juft and 
clofe connection. But the Scriptures were done 
by feveral hands, in very different conditions of 
life, and in very diftant ages, at which diftinét 
and feparate periods the world muft have put on 
a new face, and men muft have had different in- 
terefts to purfue. 

David wrote about 400 years after Mofes, 
and Ifaiah about 250 years after David; and 
Matthew more than 700 after Ifaiah; and yet 
thefe authors, with all the other prophets and 
apoftles, write in perfect harmony, confirming 
the authority of their predeceffors, labouring to 
reduce the people to the obfervance of their in- 
{tructions, and loudly exclaiming againft their 
neglect and contempt of them, and denouncing 
the feveral judgments upon fuch as fhould con- 
tinue difobedient. 

This was the principal work of the prophets 
ina long fucceffion: and it is’ well known that 
Our Lord came not to deftroy the law and the 


illuftrate their meaning, to complete what was 
imperfect, and to anfwer the higheft ends of what 
was typical and figurative. 

As the writers, therefore, of the Holy Scrip- 
tures are all in perfect connection and harmony 
together, mutually confirming the doctrine and 
teftimony of each other, and concurring to efta- 
blifh the very fame religious truths and princi- 
ples, it is an undeniable proof that all derive 
their inftruétions from the famé fountain, name- 
ly, the wifdom of God, and were, indeed, under 
the direction and illumination of his Spirit. 

The Chriftian faith is, and for many years has 
been, embraced in all thofe numerous and diftant 
lands which once compofed the Roman empire, 
and even in countries far beyond the utmott 
bounds thereof. In all thefe fpacious regions, 
the Chriftian faith, in one form or other, has been 
profeffed ; and baptifin and the Lord’s Supper 
have been adminiftered, in a fuceeffion of ages, 
both of which inftitutions were handed down to 
us from the mouth of Our Bleffed Redeemer, by 


‘his holy apoftles and evangelifts. 


No fat can be more evident than this: and 
from Our Lord and his apoftles, the Gofpel fpreact 
over the greateft part of the known world, which 
before its publication was univerfally involved 


prophets, but to fulfil, that is, to vindicate and }' in idolatry, eftablifhed by long cufton: and hu- 
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man laws, ftrongly defended by all the:.power 
and learning of the world, by all the zeal of 
fuperftition, by all the blindnefs of profound 
ignorance, and by all the incorrigible perverfe- 
nefs of corrupt and diffolute manners ; a compli-- 
cation of caufes which would for ever bid de, 
fiance to any philofophy.or wifdom of the. few 
that can be fuppofed to obtain a better fenfe in 
the midft of univerfal darknefs and depravity. 
But the Gofpel gained a moft complete and ex- 
tenfive victory over all thefe, demolifhed the idols 
of the heathen world, and every where erected 
the trophies of a conquering Jefus. 

Now this jurprizing change, which is evident 
to all mankind, could have been effe€ted by no 
other means whatever, but by a Divine and fu- 
pensar influence. Itis true indeed, that, by 
human power and policy, great revolutions have 
beert brought about in all ages and parts of the 
world; and therefore we do not wonder at the 
circulation of the Mahometan or Turkifh reli- 
gion, as it was propagated by the {word, under 
a mighty warrior and politician, who by ravage, 
bloodthed and defolation, conquered many na- 
tions and kingdoms, laid the foundation of a po- 
tent and fpacious empire; and thus by violence 
opened a way for the reception and extenfive pro- 
feffion of his newly devifed religion. But the 
religion of Jefus was triumphant, not only with- 
out the aid of human power or policy, but even 
in direét oppofition to it. ‘The plain fact is this. 

A perfon, about thirty years of age, called 
Jefus, brought up in the moft humble fituation 
of life, without the leaft human intereft or in- 
fluence, begins to preach repentance among the 
Jews, the moft fuperftitious and bigotted people 
in the world; declares himfelf the Son of God, 
gathers a few difciples, perfons in the fame humble 
and mean condition with hintelf, ifhermen, pub- 
licans and fuchlike, and fends them about preach- 
ing, what he called the Gofpel, and Kingdom of 
God. He himfelf was defpifed by the fuperfti- 
tious, and greatly oppofed and harraffed by men 
of power and learning. However, he preached 
for more than three years ; when they caught him, 
and crucified him as an infamous malefactor. 

This direful event, he plainly forefaw and 
foretold ; burt, not the leaft difcouraged by the 
proipect, he commanded his difciples to go and 
preach his Gofpel over all the world ; promifing 
that after his death he would affift them with 
power from heaven, in virtue of which they 
fhould certainly fucceed. They believed him; 
they fet out; they preached up their crucified 
Matter, asthe Lord and Saviour of all mankind ; 
and, which is very ftrange, under the conduct and 
influence of a Mafter, who was dead to the world, 
and gone to another ftate! They prevailed ; and 
in fpite of the fury of the multitude, the moft 
inveterate prejudices of the whole world, the 
zcal of fuperftition, the hatred of the Jews, the 
contempt of the Greeks, the power of the Ro- 
mans, the pride of philofophers, and the policy 
of ftatefinen: their doétrine, like the fun, almoft 
at once, enlightened the whole fyftem of Pagan 
idolatry and religion, and advanced into the 
darkeft and remoteft corners of the earth. 

Of this, we in this Chriftan age, are living 
monuments and proofs ; many of us, it is to be 
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hoped, have received the Gofpel; we own it a. 
glorious and a fhining light; we have reriouriced 
the idolatry and vain converfation of our antient 
predeceffors ; we confefs and own the crucified 
Jefus, our King and Head, and hope for eternal 
life and falvacion through him. 

From all this it is clearly evident that Jefus 
was really the Son of God, that he actually rofe 


again from the dead, and afcended into heaven, - 


and that from thence he fent his difciples the aids 


} and powers which he had promifed, and which 


were fo far above all that is human, that they 
carried their own evidence along with them, and 


rendered their doctrine fo furprizingly fuccefs-. 


ful. 

As Jefus did not fend his difciples to preach 
to all the world till after his death; and as he 
then did atually furnifh them with all miracu- 
lous powers to render their doétrine effectual ; 
this is the moft convincing proof that the doétrine 
was Divine, and that he himfelf was a€tually gone 
to heaven, and took up his refidence at the right 
hand of Him who fent him into the world for 
the redemption of loft mankind.- 

It is therefore certain, beyond all doubt, that 
Jefus Chrift was fent from heaven to reveal the 
Gofpel to the world. As we are from hence very 
certain, that we have in our hands the writings 
of the apoftles, we may be fure that they con- 
tain a revelation from heaven, or that doétrine, 
which Chrift received from God his Father, and 
delivered to his difciples. If fo, then the wri- 
tings of the Old Teftament are alfo the word of 
God, becaufe Chrift and his apoftles declare 
them to be fuch; therefore all f{eripture is given 
by infpiration. 

The fame thing may be proved by the long 
train of miraculous operations, which could be 
effected only by Divine power, and which were 
wrought in confirmation of the million of pro- 
phets and apoftles: as alfo from the fpirit of pro- 
phecy, predicting future events at a great diftance 
of time, which no human fagacity could poffibly 
forefee, and yet were actually fulfilled in corre- 
fpondence to the prediction. One inftance of 
this is particularly evident in the. prefent ftate 
and condition of the Jews ; of whom it was fore- 
told that, for their difobedience, they fhould be- 
come a difperfed people, and defpifed throughout 
the face of the earth. 

Our Lord, contrary to all human probability, 
while he was on earth, foretold the deftruction 
of the Jewifh temple and polity, and their difper- 
fion among all nations, which was actually accom- 
plifhed in about forty years after. 

In this difperfed ftate they have now continued 
above feventeen hundred j ears in great numbers, 
and in great ignominy and contempt, and yet 
quite diftinct and feparate from the people among 
whom they live. 

This is a fufficient demonttration, that the 
wifdom which formed them into a peculiar 
people, as they have been almoft ever fince the 
deluge, is not human but Divine ; for no human 
wifdom or power could ever form, or ever exe- 
cute, fo vaft, fo extenfive a defign. It mult be 
the wifdom and power of that God alone, who 
is the fame in every age, and who in every age 
has exercifed a fingular providence over his pe- 
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culiar people; the defcendants of Abraliam, his 
fervant. | ;. : 
Thus, the prefent ftate and being of the Jews 
is a very public and ftanding evidence of the 
truth of revelation, in two refpects. 
Firft,with regard to their long difperfion through 
moft parts of the earth, and the various calami- 
ties they have fuffered therein, And fecondly, 
with refpect to their being preferved as a diftiné&t 
-and feparate body ; both of which citcumftances 
plainly fhew us, that it was the will of Divine 
providence to preferve the Jewifh nation in their 
difperfion, and to preferve them a diftinét and 
feparate people, in order to their future reftora- 
tion. 
We, and many other nations at this day, fee 
thefe predictions verified in the prefent ftate of 
the Jews, who have been fo long, and ftill are fo 
miraculoufly preferved, feparate from all other 
people. : 
Now this is a ftanding miracle, a wonderful 
work of Divine providence, and as {trong a proof 
of revelation, as if we were to fee the dead, every 
year, rife out of their graves, in confirmation of 
it; for we have ftill among us, after fo longa 
time, and fo many various revolutions in human 
affairs, the peculiar people, whom God, above 
three thoufand years ago, feparated unto himfelf : 
the very people who are the principal fubjeét of 
revelation, and who are faid there to be the prin- 
cipal objects of his providence, and we fee them 
at this day to be fo in a very furprizing manner. 
Therefore in their prefent ftate we may plainly 
read the ancient promife made to Abraham, the 
head and root of the nation, the many wonder- 
ful works wrought for them from firft to laft, and 
the truth of prophetic predictions : in the prefent 
ftate of the Jews, we may read the truth of the 
Gofpel, for the rejection of which, God rejected 


them, and fcattered them over the face of the 


earth. 


In fhort, we are certain there were fuch a 
people as the Jews, to whom God delivered the 
revelation of his will in antient time, for the de- 
icendants of thefe very people exift among us at 
this day. 

We are fure the numerous predi@tions of Scrip- 
ture, both in the Old and New Veftament, rela- 
ting tothe Jews, are true; for we fee them made 
good in their prefent flare: and therefore we may 
be affured thatthe holy feriptures are given by 


infpiration from God; for only the fpirit of God | 


could foretel fuch events, and the fame fpirit 
which foretold theie events, fpake by the pro- 
phets and apoftles, and infpired them with all 
that Divine wifdom and knowledge which we 
find in all their writings. 

We might add the long apoftacy and general 
corruption of the profeflion of Chriftianity, fo 
plainly foretold, and under fuca exprefs and par- 
ticular characters, in the apoftolic writings. This 
all the world may fce has beea abundantly ful- 
filled in the church of Rome. 

Now, only the fpirit of God could forefee that 
such a diftane and deplorable ftate of things, 
which no human probability could have conjec- 
tured, would have rifen out of the pure and hea- 
venly do¢trine of Chrift. Burt the fpiric which 


predicted this event, is the very fame which was | 
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poured out upon the apoftles; and enlightened 
their minds with the knowledge of the Golpel ; 
therefore the Apoftles, who wrote the New Tef- 
tament, had the ipirit of God; and were enlight- 
ened by it: : 

By thefe atguments, we are pointing out the 
only fountain of life and happinefs, a mine more 
valuable than of gold and precious ftones; a plen- 
tiful magazine of heaverily and everlafting 
wealth; an inexhauitible fund of folid comfort 
and peace, the holy fcriptures, the word of the 
everlafting God; a fecative of more immenfe 
value, which we have in our poffeffion, if we 
are wife to make a right improvement of ir. 

Bur the conneétion and harmony of the facred 
writings will receive a farther illuftration, if we 
trace the Divine difpentations, called in the fame, 
the Ways and Works of God. 

The ways of God frequently fignify the rules 
of life, which he hath giveh us to obferve, Pf 
cxix, 3. They aifo dono iniquity ; they walk in his 
ways: that is, in the law of the Lord. 

The Works of God may fignify, the meer ope- 
rations and productions of his power; but bofh 
thefe words have a more reftricted and emphati- 
cal fignification. A «way fignifies alfo a courfe of 
action, a cuttom, conftitution orin‘litution, which 
any perfon or number of perfons form to them- 
felves. Prov. vill. 22. Tle Lord poffeffid me in the 
beginning of bis way before bis corks of cld. Prov. 
xil. 26. The way of the wicked (their courfe of 
action) /educeth them. 

Hence ways and works fignify the appoint- 
ments, conftitutions, or difpenfations of God, 
by which we are to underftand, the merhods de- 
vifed and carried on by the witdom and goodnefs 
of God, to difcover or fhew himfch, his nature 
and will, his beneficence and jultice, to the minds 
of his reafonable creatures, tor their inftruction, 
difcipline and reformation in order to promote 
their happinefs. 

Thefe are the great ends of the Divine difpen- 
fations, as fet forch to usin the facred word, 
which uniformly tends to promote the fame; and 
thefe are the principal points to be attended po in 
the explication of then. 

The great God, for ever to be adored, hath 
aftually given exiftence to a world of human be- 
ings fuch as we are. Fle therefore is our father, 
and we are his offspring, whoin he hath created 
in love, thatin aright ule of the means he hath 
gracioufly afforded us, we might be qualified 
for honour and immortality in the heavenly 
world. 

This feems to be the highelft defign the Divine 
goodnefs can form, and the highcft excellency to 
which our nature can attain. ‘VYhis mav be con- 
fidered as the bafis of all the Divine difpenfations 
from the beginning of the world; for unlef{s 
heavenly difpofitions are implanted in our minds, 
we cannot be qualified for honour and enjoy- 
ment. It is therefore becoming the father of 
our fpirits, and fuitable to the nature of our ca- 
pacities and circumftances, that proper means 
be provided for our inftruétion and difcipline. 

For inftance. As God is not the objet of any 
of our fenfes, and can be feen only by our under- 
ftandings, it is proper that he fhould fet before 
us, inthe frame and furniture of the world, fuch 
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vifible and various difplays of his being, power, {| recover it to a ftate of righteoufnél®, God 
wifdom, jultice, and kind regard, as may engage || was pleafed, by a deluge of water, to de 
our attention, difcover his eternal Godhead, and ff ftroy that wicked generation, preferving the 
tead us to the icknowledgement, adoratidn, love, {| only family, that remained uncorfupt ih the 
and dutiful obedience to our creator, father and |] old world, in ordér to propagate piety dau 
benefactor. obedience in the new. At the fame time, 
Thefe are the works, the difpenfations, orcon- |] and for the fame good purpofes, he reduced hue 
flitutions of nature, whereby the Almighty, as }} man life into much narrower bounds, 
in a glafs, has difcovered hinfelfto the thoughts Not long after the deluge, to prevent a fecond 
and eyes of his creatures here below. |} general corruption, God introduced another dif- 
But befides the conftitution of univerfal na- pee by confounding the language of man- 
ture, there are a variety of difpenfations, which ind; which divided the world into feveral dif. 
are ‘more immediately relative to mankind; as |} tinét focieties, and confequently kept them un- 
the being born of parents to fupply the feveral || der a ftri€ter government, and better preferved 
generations of the world, whence refult fundry }| their liberties, than if the world had been one 
relations and duties ; the being fuftained by food; }} great empire. 
covered and fhelcered by cloaths and habitations ; Thus the outrage of violence and rapine was, 
healed by phyficians ; taught by the learned and |] in a great meafure, cured. But notwithftanding 
ikilful; the infirmities, appetites and paffions of || this, mankind fell inco a different iniquity, name- 
our conflitution ; the forming focieties for mu- {] ly, that of idolatry, whereby, within 400 years 
tual help and commerce ; the inftitution of go- |] after the flood, the worfhip and knowledge of 
vernment, or the fubordination of fome to the {} the only true God was in danger of being utrer- 
authority of others, for preferving good order, |} ly loft. To prevent’ this, the Divine wifdom 
for the prorection of virtue, and punifhment of |] formed a new difpenfation by calling Abraham 
vice. - {| from among his idolatrous kindred, and conftix 
Add to thefe, wars, peftilence, famine, earth- }} tuting his family the ftandard of Divine know- 
quakes, and fuch Jike events: all thefe may be {| ledge. ; 
reckoned among the Divine appointments or dif- Yo them he fpoke and revealed himfelf at 
penfations, fome for the exercife of our rational || fundry times, and in divers manners, and fepa- 
faculties in right action ; and fome for difcipline, || rated them from the reft of the world, by pecu- 
correction and reformation. liar laws, and religious ceremonies, to fecuré 
But thefe ways or difpenfations, which in |} them from the idolatrous practices of their neigh= 
fcripture are confidered as the great hinges of || bours. Thus they became God’s peculiar people, 
Divine providence, on which his dealings with || being diftinguifhed above all other nations, and 
mankind have turned ; oras the principal events, {| to this day, bleffed be God, we experience the 
by which the great purpofes and counfels of || happy effets of fo fingular a diftinétion, and 
God’s will have been executed, are chiefly to be || owe to it both our Bible, and the very being of 
attended unto; becaufe right conceptions of {{ a Gofpel church. 
thefe, undcy their circumttances and conne@ions, The family of Abraham, by the Divine di- 
will greatly contribute to the explaining of fcrip- |} reétton, was led into Egypt; and when they had 
ture Divinity, and demonftrating the harmony {{ been there, under grievous oppreffion, 215 years, 
ond agreement of facred writ. and were grown numerous enough to be a nation, 
Let us therefore take a general furvey of |] God fer himfelf at the head of them, as their 
them. King; and in a country much efteemed for learn- 
Virft, the Creation of the World, as already || ing and arts, whither men of genius and curio- 
confidered. fity reforted from all other parts. Upon this 
Secondly, the Formation of Man, after the |} ftage, fo proper, becaufe public, God, as the 
nage of God. King of Hrael, combated the king of Egypt and 
Thirdly, Man being fubjected to trial, in or- || his fictitious gods, and difplayed his infinitely 
der to prove his obedience, yielded to tempta- {| foperior power both to deftroy and fave, by many 
tion; finned, and fo became liable to the threat- |} plagues inflited upon the land of Egypt, and 
ening of eternal death. Bur, by bringing out the Ifraelites in oppofition- to 
Fourthly, God, not willing to deftroy his }] all the force of the king, and fettling them, after 
creature, was gracioufly pleated, in his infinite |} they had-been fufficiently difciplined in the wil- 
mercy and goodnefs, to introduce a new difpen- }} dernefs, inthe land of Canaan, 
tation of grace in the hands of an all-glorious Here God fet up his peculiar kingdom amongtft 
Mediator: at the fame time fubjecting the hu- {| them, and they alone of all the nations of the 
man race to alaborious life, to difeafes and death || earth were the fubjects of it, and happy in its 
temporal ; and thus in great goodnefs, to fubdue || fingular privileges and bleffings; but at the fame 
the Hlefhly principle, to thew the atrocious nature |] time were made fenfible of various providential 
of fin, and by fetting forth the pride, vanity, and |; difpenfations, the general rule of which was 
telf-fuficiency of the ereature, turn his regard |] this: while they adhered to the worfhip of the 
more fteadily to the all-fufficient Creator. truc God, they were always profperous ; when 
But men multiplying in the carth, abuted the |! they declined to idolatry, they were either op- 
goodnefs of God, and inabout 1656 years Time |] preffed at home, or carried captive into other 
became fo wicked, that al! flefh bad corrupted bis \| countries. 
reav, and the earth was filled ecith violence. In The long captivity in Babylon was not only 
urder to purge the world from iniquity, and to [| a punifhment to the Jews, but alfo a method of 
publifhing 
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publifhing the knowledge of the trie God over 
all the Babylonifh empire; as appears evidently 
in the Book of Daniel. 


| The divifion of the Grecian empire, which put. 
an end-to the Perfian, after the death of Alex-- 


ander, caufed a new difperfion of the Jews, efpe- 


cially in Afia Minor, Syria, Egypt, Cyrene, arid” 


Lybia, where their fynagogues were very com- 
mon. Laftly, when they were fubjected to the 
Roman power, their God and religion became 
more known all over the Roman empire. 

Thus-the way for the kingdom of the Meffiah 
was gradually prepared ; for though the know- 
leage of God received from the Jews, made no 
public reformation of pagan idolatry, yet it 
greatly difpofed men to receive the Gofpel, when 
it fhould be preached unto them. Some be- 
came Jews, many renounced idolatry, and wor- 
fhipped no other but the living and true God, 
who, inthe Acts of the Apoftles, are called de-+ 
vout profelytes, Greeks, thofe that feared God. 

Thus have we, in aconcife manner, traced 
things from the beginning of the world to the 
coming of Chrift, who came in the fullnefs of 
time, for he came as foon as God, by the various 
methods of his providence, had prepared the 
world to receive him. When God had made 
ready a people prepared for him, then Chrift 
came, and fully explained the nature, laws, ex- 
tent, and glory of the kingdom of God, and 
faltilled the great and moft excellent defign of 
Divine wifdom, by giving himfelf a facrifice 
and propitiation for the fins of the world. 

Then the great myftery of God, the calling. 
of other nations, befides the Tews into his king- 
dom and cherch, was opened, and made mani- 
feft by the preaching of the Cofpel. . For this 
purpofe, he fent out his apoftles, furnifhed with: 
proper powers and credentials, efpecially the 
gift of tongues, whereby they were enabled to 
communicate the wonderful things of God to 
people of different countries ; and by this means, 
the glad tidings of falvation, and the glorious 
lights and privileges of the Gofpel, have reach- 
ed even unto the utrermoft parts of the earth. 

But as Chrift came to reftore, to explain, and, 
by the moft glorious promifes, to enforce the 
law of nations; and confequently as his defign 
was to ere&t an univerfal religion, which fhould 
be recommended to all people, and which there- 
fore was to interfere with no political eftablifh- 


ments, but fhould leave them, in every country, |! 


quit as it found them, teaching the nations to ob- 
ferve the will of God as contained in his facred 
word, in the hope of eternal life: upon this 
grand, noble, and extenfive plan, the Jewith 
polity would be funk to a level with all other na- 
tional governments; and the Jew on account of 
any prior, national advantages, would have no 
more claim to the bleffings and privileges of the 
kingdom of God, than any of the Gentiles or 
nations, who in any of the moft barbarous and 
defpifed parts of the earth fhould receive the 
faith of the Gofpel ;_ for in the Chriftian religion 
there is neither Greek nor Few, circumcifion nor un- 


circumeifion, Barbarian, Scythian, boud nor free; | 
| -bring,on the next glorious difpentation, which 


but Chriff, that is, the faith and obedience, or 
true religion, which Chridt taught, is ai/, and in 
al!, Col. iti. 11. Thus the Jew is fallen by that 
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very method of Divine wifdom and grace, whiclr 
brought falvation to other nations. Thus the. 
diminifoing of the Fews, is the riches of the worlds 
and the cafting away of them is the reconciling of 
the world. Rom. xi. 12, 15. or the opening a 
doer for the whole world, to come into the pe- 
euliar kingdom of God. This is the idea we 
ought to have of the rejection of the Jews. The 
grace of God was, and is {till, as free to them as 
to other people, and the fame benefits will arife 
to them, if they quit their long eftablifhed ob- 
ftinacys and embrace the doétrine of Chrift. 

‘Soon after the publication of the Gofpel, their 
polity and civil conftitution (which otherwife 
would have remained in full force, and have ob- 
liged them to obey its Jaws, as much as the 
conftitutions of other kingdoms of the world 
obliged their refpective fubjeéts) were quite 
overthrown by the deftruction of the temple, and 
the expulfion of the Jews out of the land of Ca- 
naan, which they have not been able to recover, 
but remain difperfed over the face of the whole 
earth to this day. Thus the Gofpel difpenfation 
was erected, and fpread and prevailed through~ 
out the world. 

Some time after the eftablifhment of the Gof. 


| pel, a grand apoftacy and corruption of religion 


took place in the Chriftian church, which was 
predicted by the apoftles, and at large foretold 
in the book of the Revelatior,. 

After the apoftles were removed out of the 
world, it pleafed God to leave fome of the pro- 
feflors of the Gofpel, in matters of religion, to 
their own ignorance, paffions and prejudices. - 

Thus the Chriftian faith by degrees was de-, 
praved, till the man of fen (that is the church of 
Rome) arofe, a tyrannical, ufurped power, do- 
mineering over, and impofing upon contcience, 
forbidding the ufe of underftanding, and intoxi- 
cating the inhabitants of the earth with falfe and 
delufive learning, worldly pomp and fplendour; 
and cruel perfecution of the truth. 

This was to be a long and fevere trial of the 
faith and patience of the faints. In the times of 
this fad difpenfation, it is certain, we are now 
living ; but we hope towards the latter end of ic. 
Through the whole ccurfe of it, God hath va- 
ridufly appeared, both in wrath againft the cor- 
rupters and perfecutors of religion ; and in mer- 
cy for the comfort and fupport of thofe who have 
laboured under their oppreffion. 

This perfecution continued with great feverity 
for a long courfe of time, till at length the morn- 
ing of reformation appeared in our happy land, 
which for fome centuries had been gradually ad- 
vancing, and ftill continues to advance towards 
the perfect day ; for a {pirit of religious liberty, 
which hath been Jong opprefied, revives and gains 
ftrength ; the f{criptures are more carefully ftu- 
did ; ecelefiaftical perfecution and tyranny, undet 
every form, more generally deteited ; and things 
feem to have a tendency towards love, unity and 
concord, the moft perfect ftate of religion in this 
world. 

‘his muft afford fatisfaction to every good 
man who will chearfully join-his endeavours to 


we have in projpeéct, when the inyftery of God, 
with regard co the aforefaid corrups ftate of re- 
ligion, 
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ligion, fhall be finifhed, when Babylon, in all 
its principles: and powers, fhall fall: and when 
the holy city, the new Jerufalem, fhall be fully 
eftablifhed. ee 

Thus have we endeavoured to give a fketch 
of the works of God from the beginning of the 
world; and very beautiful and furprizing would: 
the whole appear, could we fee them in a full 
and clear light, as they are held forth to our 
view in the facred writings, of the harmony and. 
agreement of which they are, among other cen- 
fiderations, an undoubted evidence. 

As {cripture is the beft explication of fcripture, 
we fhall make fome general remarks, founded on 
the fame, which will greatly affift our concep- 
tions of, and enquiries into thefe very important 
points. 

All the Divine difpenfations are agreeable to 
the moft perfect rules of righteoufnefs and truth. 
Nothing falfe, unjuft, or injurious, can be 


charged on the ways and works of God; for all |f: 


God’s ways are judgment; @ God of truth, and 
without iniquity ; juft and right is he. Deut. xxxii. 
4. The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy 
in all his works. Plal. cxlv. 17. 

The ways. of God are not to be confidered as 
the effects of neceffity, as if the end propofed 
could not poffibly have been gained by other 
means; but as the refult of choice, or Divine 
wifdom, preferring fuch particular methods to 
any other, as beft adapted to our cirtumftances, 
and as the moft likely to make mankind wifé 
and happy. 

For initartce, it is by the difpenfation of ‘God, 
that our prefent life is fuftained by food; not be- 
caufe it is impoffible we fhould hve in any other 
way, forthe Almighty could fuftain us in perfed& 
health by an aét of his own immediate power. 
Again, our food is preduced by the influence of 
the fun, by rain, the fertility of-the ground: 
not becaufe food could not be otherwife pro- 
duced, for God could by an immediate aét of 
fis own power, create food for us every day, as 
he did for the Ifraclites in the wildernefé: but 
this method of fuftaining our Hves isa continu- 
ance of Divine wifdom, to fhew himfelf to our 
onderftandings, and to exereife our induftry in 
providing @ fubfiftence, and to be mutually 
helpful to each other. Hence the works of God, 
in {cripture, are affigned to his wifdom. See 
Pfal. civ. ag. Prov, vill. a4. . 

All the difpenfations of God are calculated to 
promote obedience to his holy will; or to pro 
mote holinefs of heart and life. This is.the line 
which runs through the whole; for, however 
our circumftances may differ from thofe of our 
firft parents, the end of our being is the fame as 
theirs, and we, as well as they are upon. trial, 
that we by grace may have habits of holinefs 
confirmed m us, and be fitted for eternal life, 
which is the inheritance of thofe that are fanéti- 
fied. 

Though it is a melancholy reflection to con- 
fider, how the wickednefs of men hath from 
time to time abufed the patience of God, yet it 
mutt give pleafure to obferve, how his. goodnefs 
hath: applied various remedies to prevent os:heal 
the corruptions of mankind. — Son 

In whatever way they have gone aftray from 
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youth, manhood. and old age. 


} pore for integrity and virtue. 
, upright, wha chufe the way of truth, or turn 





‘Boor Ft, 
him, his wifdom has never been at a lofs to fing. 


out the moft proper expedients to reclaim them. 
His gracious defign is evidently to fave a finfuk 


-world,. and to carry religion both in its perfona} 


influences, and general prevalence, to the highelt 
perfection our prefent condition will admit. 
Fhe fcripture difpenfations were feverally 


‘adapted’ to-the different capacities and improve- 


ments, as alfo tothe moral {tate and circumitances 
of mankind. The feveral ages may be compared 
to the feveral ftages of human life, infancy, 


Now,. as man under due culture gradually im- 
proves in knowledge and wifdem, from infancy 
to.old age, fo we may conceive of the world, as 
gradually improving in mental and religious at- 
tainments under feveral Divine difpenfarions - 
which difpenfations have in every period been 
fuitable to the improvements in knowledge 
which then fubfifted in the world, ae 

Adam, when created, may be confidered as 2 
child without knowledge, learning and expe- 
rience, and therefore the dHpenfation he was un- 
der was very different from that which we are 
under, who enjoy the benefit and light of fo many 
preceding difpenfations. 

Thus mankind, reflecting upon preceding dif-: 
penfations, will be admonifhed and direéted to 


-reform old errors and corruptions ; and thus, 


even the monftrous apoftaey of the church of 


| Rome, may ferve to introduce and:eftablith the 


moft perfect ftate of Chriftianity, that we expect 

walt fucceed the difpenfation under which we. 

ive. on: 
All God’s difpenfations have a praétical ten- 


‘dency, or direét to holinefs or obedience to his. 


law; and he has always provided fufficient fup~ 
‘Lhe fincere ant 


from fin unto righteoufnefs, the righteous andi 
merciful God will never forfake. They make x 
wife improvement of his difpenfations; and 
under all trials and afflictions, he will guide. and 
fupport them.;. and their path fhall be as the 
fhining light, that fhineth. more and more unto 
the perfeét day. . . 

Known unto God are all bis works, from the bevin- 
ning of the coorld, faith the apoftle James. Then. 
all God’s works were formed and planned in his 
counfels, and lay under his eye in one compre- 
henfive wiew, and therefore muft be perfectly 


1 confittenr. 


One uniform method muft be laid, and. one 
even thread of defign muft run through the 
whole. ‘Chey are not the refult of fudden inco- 
herent thoughts, but a well-digefted plan, formed 
upon the jufteft psinciples by him, who feeth 
ali his works from -the beginning ‘to the -end. 
Whence it follows, that if we do not difcern one 
coherent defign in the Divine difpenfations ;. or 
if we make any one part clafh with the reft, we 


}, may be fure we do noc underftand them. 


Goodnefs was the principle of creation, God 
made man becaufe he delighted to communi- 
cate being and happinefs, confequenthy goodne!s 
and fatherly love, which was the beginning and 
foundation of God’s works, muft rua equally 
through them all, from firft to lait. 2 

Previous notice was givén of fome’ of the 

principa 


Chap.. I. 


principal difpenfations, either for warning, or to 

prepare men for the reception of them. 

The deluge was preached by Noah one hun- 
twenty years before it came to pafs. 

The Jewith difpenfation was predicted to 

Abraham four hundred and thirty years before- 

hand. 

Jeremiah foretold the Babylonith captivity, 
and Paul and John at large predicted and de- 
{cribed the grand apoftacy. 

But the.coming.of.che Meffiah and the Gofpel 
difpenfation run through the whole, from the be- 
ginning to the end, in a lefs or greater degree of 
Nghe; and it was fitting that this, which is the 
chief of God’s works, fhould receive the highett 
teftimony from prophecy; therefore it was fit it 
fhould not be introduced, till ic had received that 
evidence, which in fcripture is called the fulne/s 
of time. Gal. iv. 4. 

The difpenfations of God are intended for our 
fludy and contemplation; and it is a fingular 
advantage to form right notions of them, becaufe 
they will enlarge our conceptions of God, and 
influence our difpofitions towards him. 

If we judge truly of God’s works, we fhall have 
honourable ideas of the Divine agent. His wif- 
dom, his goodnefs and truth, will ftand in a fair 
light, and we fhall confefs him infinitely worthy 
of our higheft regard. “Then we fhall think of 
God with adiniration, pleafure and delight. Pf. 
xcil. 4. Thou Lord haft made me glad through thy 
work; I will triumph in the works of thy bands. 

But if we form fuch conceptions of the ways 
of God, as reprefent them to be atbitrary and ty- 
rannical, inconfiftent with all our notions of juf- 
tice and goodnefs, the effect of fovereign will, 
without either reafon or love, he muft ftand be- 
fore our thoughts in the moft frightful colours. 
‘Lhe moft horrid gloom will be drawn over the 
perfections of the beft of Beings, our minds 
will be filled with darknefs and dread ; and if we 
worfhip him at all, our worfhip and obedience 
will not be the free and generous duty of fons ; 
but the joylefs, conftrained drudgery of flaves. 

It muft be remembered, that the works of 
God are unfearchable, and paft finding out to 
perfection. O Lord, how great are thy works, 
and thy thoughts are very deep! Pf. xciii. 5. From 
a juft fenfe of the unfathomable nature of the 
Divine difpenfation, the apoftle concludes a dif- 
courfe upon the rejection of the Jews, and the 
calling of the Gentiles, with this folemn excla- 


dr. 
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mation, O the depth of the riches, both of the wif~ 
dom and knowledge of God! How unfearchable are 
bis judgments! And bis ways paft finding out. 
Rom. xi. 33- 

It becomes us to admire and adore the coun- 
fels of infinite wifdom, and to acquiefce, where we 
cannot gaina full knowledge of the n. We cannot 
comprehend the ways of God in their full extent, 
in all their largeft views, and remotelt connec- 
tions. He therefore that is wife, will not cavil 
at them, nor foolifhly endeavour to pry intothem, 
beyond the bounds of revelation, and of human 
underftanding. 

Under all our. prefent darknefs, and under 
every difpenfation, an honeft heart, fincerely de- 
firous to know the truth, will be ferioufy inqui- 
fitive after it, meekly fubmiffive to what God 
hath revealed and commanded; willing to work 
together with him; and patiently perfevere in 
well-doing. Such atemper, and fuch aconduét, 
is the beft and fafeft guide under every difpen- 
fation, will enable us to follow God, to comply 
with every defign of his providence, to overcome 
in every hour of trial, and will lead us to eternal 
life. 

For this reafon, then, it is not only our duty, 
but will be the moft evident teftimony we can 
give of our wifdom, frequently to read and medi- 
tate on the Biarr, that our minds being well 
furnifhed with heavenly knowledge, and our 
hearts tinétured with a Divine fpirit, we may be 
prepared for glory, honour and immortality. 


How fhallthe young fecure their hearts, 
And guard their lives from fin ? 

Thy word, O Lord, doth rules impart, 
To keep the confcience clean. 


When once it enters to the mind, 
It fpreads fuch light abroad, 

The meaneft fouls inftruction find, 
And raife their thoughts to God. 


’Tis like the fun, an heavenly light, 
That guides us all the day ; 

And through the dangers of the night, 
A lamp to lead our way. 


Thy word is everlafting truth, 
How pure is ev’ry page! 

Thy Holy Book thal! guide our youth, 
And well fupport our age. 
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II. 


On the Neceffity of an extraordinary Revelation from God, as deduced from the depraved State 
of Human Nature. 


N the preceding chapter we have endeavoured 
I to demonftrate the great and clofe connection 
there is between the Old and New Teftament, 
or harmony and agreement of the facred writers ; 
which we have done by producing various proofs 
and arguments drawn from the ftate, circum- 
ftances, and conditions of the writers, the nature 
of their fubjects and the Divine difpenfations in 
general, and fubjoined fuch remarks as may tend 
to inftruét and improve the ferious Chriftian in 
the knowledge of his holy profeffion. We fhall, 
therefore, as a neceffary companion to the fore- 
going, point out, in thts chapter, the neceffity of 
an extraordinary revelation from God, as deduced 
from the depraved {tate of human nature. 

The {criptures, as contained in the Bible, are 
the word of God; they are the language and 
addrefs of the Univerfal Father to his children 
in this world, whom he addreffés in the charaéter 
of Sovereign Lord of the univerfe, and ftrictly 
enjoins to obey his voice. The fcriptures are 
given by infpiration of God, and are prefiteble for 
dodirinc, for reproof, for correction, for inftruétion 
in richteoufnefs. 2 Lim, iii. 16. 

Mankind, in a faithful ule of their natural 
powers, might know God. Becaufe that which 
may be kncwn of God is manifeft in them; for God 
hath flrwed it unto them, for the invifidle things of 
bim, from the creation of the world, are clearly 
feen, being underflood Ly the things that are made, 
‘Rom. i. 19. So that even the heathens, who 
have no other rulethan the light of nature, it 
might reafonably be thought could not be totally 
ignorant of the wile difpenfations of Providence. 

But how much mankind, in all ages, have 
abufed and mifapplied their underftandings, is 
notonioufly evident, and therefore it mutt be 
clear how much they ftand in need of an extra- 
ordinary revelation to correct their errors, to 
reduce them to the obedience of God, and to 
fecure them from relapfing into idolatry, and 
apoftacy from him. 

No book certainly can contain nore evident 
marks of fuch Revelation than the Scriptures, 
eminently fo called, of which we are happily 
poffeffed. In them we have the fulleft and 
cleareft account of the nature and perfection. of 
God, beyond what the warld at beft could have 
attained to, and far beyond what could, in the 
ordinary courfe of things, have been, by any 
other means, preferved through fucceeding ge- 
nerations. 

In the fcriptures, as in a durable ftorehoufe, 
nor to be demolifhed by time, we have the mott 
noble difeoveries of the nature and perfection of 
God, as he is our Maker, our Father, Owner, 


| Ruler, and daily Benefactor; as he is glorious in 


all his attributes, as he is infinite, and indepen~ 
dent, eternal, and unchangeable in his bein 
knowledge, wifdom and power, as perfectly ho- 
ly, good, righteous and true. 

Thefe glories of his Divine nature are de- 
{cribed, not in the way of philofophical differta- 
tions; not by a feries of abftraét reafoning, 
which are of no ufe to the bulk of mankind, 
who have but little leifure, and perhaps lefs in- 
clination to attend to the curious and abftrufe 
deductions of reafon ; not thus are the glories of 
the Divine nature delineated in {cripture, but ex- 
hibited in a long, eafy and intelligible feries of 
facts and events, wherein God hath manifefted 
his goodnefs, wifdom, power and juftice, from 
the beginning of the world. 

In this way the mind, with very little labour 
of thought, is at once convinced of the bein 
and perfections of God, and ftruck with admi- 
ration, reverence, love, and thofe other a¢tions, 
which the knowledge of God fhould produce 
in us. 

In the fcriptures, God appears not only in 
every view that the moft profound philofophy 
can difcover, but alfo ina practical light. We 
are there taught, that great as he is in himfelf, 
he is our God and Father, that he hath from his 
own immenfity of being, given us being; that 
he conftantly regards us, interefts hinafelt in our 
affairs, is concerned for our welfare; that our 
fafety is in his favour, and that in his favour, and 
under his protection, we are infinitely fafe and 
happy; that we are accountable to him for our 
actions ; that we are continually under his eye; 
that he hath taken us into the neareft relation 
to himfelf, and that in order to promote our fu- 
ture and eternal happinefs, he hath carried on 
various difpentations from the beginning of the 
world to the prefent time. 

Thus we not only, in the eafieft and cleareft 
way, learn the perfections of fcripture, but we 
learn chem them in a manner the moft proper 
and powerful to engage and unite our hearts to 
God, and caufe us to confider ourfelves infinitely 


| interefted in his attributes and perfections. 


In the {criptures we may not only with eafe 
learn our duty in the fulleft extent, but at the 
fame tine, by the numerous examples of pious 
men in all ages, we may fee that it is prattica- 
Ble, and may fee how to engagein it. By read- 
ing the fcriptures, we may difccrn the reafonable- 
nefs and the beauty of holinefs, and alfo be fur- 
nifhed with the ftrongeft arzuments and motives 
to embrace it and to perfevere therein. We are 
alfo affured in facred writ of the Divine aid and 


affiftance 
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affiftarice in our duties, trials and temptations; {} quire intothem. In fa& they did not under- 


of: the Divine confetation. and encouragement in the true demerit of fin, and therefore of 
courte mutt be in the dark as to the remiffion of 


all our troubles and diftreffes; and j through || ¢ : : 
the Divine grace, we perfevere in faith and holi- |} it. But all thefe things are open and obvious to 
nefs, “of ‘everlafting glory in the realms of blifs, || the weakeft capacity in {cripture. 

In this facred treafure we have the trueft and How much the world was in the dark about a 
Ymo't effectual rules, whereby to form our lives; || future ftate, without a revelation, is well known; 
not fimple propofitions, not meer leCtures of dull and how clearly the world to come is opened to 
morality, but inftruétions intermixed with the |} usin the awful profpects of eternal happinefs, or 

endlefs perdition, can be concealed from none 


i Divine power to work mightily in ; 
oe oe toa Divine life and fpirirual ce who ce fo little acquainted with the Gofpel 
, . of Chrift. . 


are - Thefe things duly attended to, will fhew the 


Here religion appears in all its truth, luftre, 1ded to, : 
jefty. Here it is arrayed in all precious value of the holy {cripture, that God’s 
fwecencis: and majeny y word is truth, and able to make us wife unto fal- 


its charms, not as a four, fevere, morofe, gloomy ; Bait 
rinciple, forbidding enjoyment, and the parent {| Vation, and further demonftrate that it is our 
P : duty to be frequently attentive in reading them. 


‘forrow, horror and defpair; but as our : : J : 
only of , P rie Reading the fcriptures is one of the firft prin- 
life, our glory, our peace, our Joy, as giving us i ci nae 

> 5 ciples of our religion, as we are Chriftians 3 be- 


truelt relifh and enjoyment of life, as the . ¢ 

ee the moft folid pleafure and comfort, || ¢@ufe our profeffion is built wholly upon the 
uniting us to God, as lodging us for ever in the || {criptures. The word of God is the guide of 
arms of Almighty love and goodnefs, as leading |j Our actions. J+ is a lamp unto our feet, and a light 
to and preparing us for endlefs joy and pleafure || ##@ our paths, Pf. cxix, 105. Should we not then 
SChneWe Ran diligently ftudy the word of God, that we may 
Neo Gn and wickednele philofophers have saa lesa from his commandments ? 

faid much concerning the odious nature of vice, ne word of God is the fpring of all our hopes 
ay 5 and comfort. There, and there alone, we have 


that it is evil, and the wortt of evils, that is the - . > V 
difeafe and deformity of the mind, pernicious to || the tich and immentfe treafure of the Divine pro- 
mifes ; and from thence alone, we can draw {olid 


the health of the body, andruinous to the worldly fappert aiid confolation, in a dark hour of Fal 


intereft. : : nd affliction 

Their reflections were fo far juft; but they || 4 I : 
: f] n fhort, to all the valuable purpofes of know- 
could only be comprehended by men of letters ledge and life, the {criptures ee all human 


{ ; the common people received little or J ce 

ee from en Bur in the fcriptures, egies yh ak ae writings of men 
the meaneit minds are favoured with far better lich ut : . ae ing {tars to that ocean of 
inftructions than they could give. 1g Q Aes 1s daily poured forth from the body 
There fin is not only fet forth in all its odious oa € jun. eo the means of knowledge and 
colours, in al] its pernicious effeéts, as to the pre- Siar: c Soe eS oe to se aes 
fent life, bur its deadly nature is demonftrated I ; word of God. e fhoul ae ore 
as it ftands in contrariety to God, as it is the eae eee ae upon the light, for God 
tranfgreffion of. his holy law, asit expofeth us to i given - this invaluable treafure, the holy 
his difpleafure, and is oppofite to all the ends of |} fcriptures, that we fhould make them our ftudy. 
P it muft be carefully obferved, that it is not 


ation, and confequently as deferving of 
ae ‘ es enough to be frequently reading the {criptures, 


death, : ; ¢ : : 
. ill fh th but that while we read, we fhould employ all 
Ta ACUpEUrE vee cary Cat ood) atl pont 7 Our attention to underftand them. ‘The {crip~ 


i itent workers of iniquity with everlafting ' 
ae eid puree Bene his kingdom every || ture sy be eo a evidently not in 
thing that offends. All this is fo plainly and once and ae ay or as there ee ae 
powerfully inculcated upon the mind, by many |} Tous ea an egrees o ie a {crip- 
dreadful examples of the Divine vengeance upon ee ome ehh ie at pretent, beyond the reach 
ungodly men throughout the whole feries of {crip- || © i Man Ehak eve yet was in the world; aad 
ae hiftory, by many exprefs declarations of |] as there are men in various capacities and degrecs 

? of learning, fo it is manifeft, all men cannot 


: ; s 
God's wrath, and fo many exhortations of hi : 

goodnefs and mercy, to turn from every evil way, attain to the fame degree of underftanding in 
, Divine things; but there muft neceflarily be a 


‘ 1 he 
that no one who carefully and ferioufly reads t ; o 
icriptures, can mifs, not only of feeing the evil, [|| great difference between the knowledge of one 
f man and another in matters of faith and revela- 


the irregularity and coo a ie we ae : 
i is. mi ith i i rought fj tion. 
ing his mind affected with it, an eine, & This thews the abfurdity of the popifh ee 


: -deréftation of it. . 

Bee Bee one fin, the wifeft of |! which pretends to reduce the Chriftian faith in all 

philofophers feem to‘have had littke or no-notion J], its parts toa certain invariable ftandard, to which 

of it. They confideted it very fuperficially, as |]. every man either with or without underfanding, 

repugnant to the Divine perfection, and therefore |} mutt conforin, Res Asta ts 

fay little or nothing, whether God would be pro- This alfo fhews, that notwithftanding it is our 
duty to communicate knowledge to one another, 


iti in w : Id be 

itious to finners, or in what way he wou dui athe 
Heated in his wifdom ‘to pardon tranfgreffion. it is repugnant to the nature and defign of Chrif- 
. tianity to quarrel with one another, or to be dif. 


ifices were frequent amone them; but i 
ae. oe have lindevikood ‘but Tittle of their |] pleafed, becaufe we have not the fame degree of 
y “underftanding in matters of faith  becaufe this, 


true nature and end, nor were at all folicirous to | 
| according 
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according to the prefent conftitution of our 
minds, and of the revelation God hath given us, 
equally underftood by all, is abfolutely impracti- 
cable. ey tite 2 

But although the {criptures are not underftood 
in every degree by every man, yet they may be 
underftood by every man, fo far as God requir- 
eth; that is, fo far as he is capable of under- 
ftanding them; for what a man can underftand, 
he may underftand, if he is not wanting to him- 
felf. 

Further, thofe things in f{cripture, which are 
of the higheft importance, and conducive to 
eternal life and falvation, are eafy to be under- 
itood, and therefore how perplexed foever other 
things may be, about which men have differed, 
and which men by their difference, have more 
perplexed; the grand principles of faith in 
Chrift, and obedience to the rules of the Gof- 
pel are fo evident, that any ordinary capacity 
may, with due care and attention, eafily gain a 
compleat knowledge of them. 

The things chiefly to be underftood in ferip- 
ture, are Principles, or the grounds and reafons, 
of things and Precepts, which are the rules of 
duty ; now if we miftake either, we fhall throw 
all into confuSon, our way will be all mift and 
clouds, that which fhould be light will be dark- 
nefs, or, whichis the fame, a falfe light, to mif- 
lead us: that which fhould be our joy, will be 
heavinefs; that which fhould be our comfort, and 
infpire chearful hope, will be a dead weight to 
burthen our ipirits and clog our courle, Our 


path, which thould be as the fhining ight, that | 


dhineth more and more, will be a gloomy, me- 
Jancholy read, and we fhall make our way with 
dificuluy, becaufe we want thac true fenfe and 
kknawledec of the ways and will of God, which 
is neceflary to give life, comfort and vigour. 
Prightiul images will terrify our confciences, and 
iil] us with groundlefs fear. God will be de- 
fcribed in a monttrous light, and all the ravith- 
ing glories of his truth, wifdom and love, which 
fhould powerfully draw our hearts to him, will 
be hid trom our cyes. Vhe luitre of redeeming 
grace will be eclipfed ; fome parts of religion 
will be fuperftitioully magnified, while others 
will be undervalued. ; 

Further, if for want of due attention to the 
fenfe of feripture we miftake, or fall into crror, 
we ought to be tenfible that religious error is of a 
far worfe nature than any other; not only as it 
is an error in amatter of the greatef! iniportance, 
but as it is of all others the molt dificule to be 
corrected. Hence thofe grofler inftances of per- 
fecution and bloodthed, which have indclibly 
ttained the Chriftianname. Tlence thofe wrang- 
lings, debates, heats and animofities, which have. 
deftroyed Chriltian focieties. Thefe things are 
the fruits of men’s taking their religious prin- 
ciples upon truft, and not founding them on the 
{criptures lludicd and underflood by themfelves. 
Such contempt and negleé& of the word of God 
expofeth them to {trong delufion, and uch de- 
lufion leads them to fight in the dark for they 
know not what. Thus religion is corrupted, 
the corruption of it defended, and irreligion and 
infidelity propagated, even by thofe who pro- 
fefs themifelves religious people, 
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By thefe unhappy means, what numbers in 
our land have been drawn into deifm! And by 
thefe unhappy means (if: the truth were.known) 
religion appears but, in.a dovbrful light-to many, 
who feem to be ftrict profgffors of it; for where 
it is not received in .the proper evidence, there 
cannot .be a full and. {trong affent of faith; and 
no man can receive it in its proper evidence, who 
does not carefully endeavour to underftand the 
{criptures. uit Re gs 
Thus many, who talk. much of the word of 
God, and pretend a great reverence for it, may 
poffibly, at the laft day, be-ranked among the 
defpifers of it; becaufe although they have, per- 
haps, been frequently reading it, they never fet 
themfelves in good earneft to underftand it, and 
foin effeé& might as well not have read it at all; 
for their reading it is only from a fuperttitious 
opinion, as Turks, Jews and papifts turn over 
the books in reputation among them, not froma 
love of truth, or a defire of underftanding truth; 
not to open their eyes, and to give them a more 
Ju and diflinct view of the ways and difpenfa-. 
tions of God; not to confirm and eflablifh their 
minds in the faith of God, and of Chrift: not 
for thofe purpofes, it is much to be feared, are 
the fcriptures read, but only in a cuftomary, fu-. 
perflitious way, or at leaft very carelefsly and fu- 
perficially ; and therefore there are fo few pro- 
feffors of Chriflianity that grow in grace, who 
rife in {piritual ftrength, peace, love and joy ; be- 
caufe there are fo few that grow inthe knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour, Jefus Chrift. 2 Per, 
lil. 18. 

Whatever things were written aforetime, were writ- 
ten for our learning, for our inflruffion, that we 
through patience and comfort of the feriptures might 
hive bope. Rom. xv. 4. We, have hope through 
that patience and comfort which is taught in the 
{criptures; but the grounds and reafons of that 
patience and comfort muft be underftood ; other- 
wife we cannot eftablifh in our minds a fure and 
folid hope. 

Hence it is that the Chriftian hope, that faith 
and hope which overcometh the, world, are fo 
very rare; therefore fo few rejoice in hope, be- 
caufe fo few underftand the {criptures, which are 
the ground and foundation of the true Chyiftian 
hope. ; 

Let it.be remembered, that we fhall have the 
benefit of the fcriptures by ftudiaufly endeavour- 
ing to underftand them, and then fhall we learn, 
if we follow,on, to know the Lord. 7 

So far as we underitand the word of truth, we 
thall be truely enlightened, our confciences will 
be rightly directed, and all our principles well 
eflablithed ; we fhall fee its: real value, and it 
will be proportionably :efteemed ;" we fhall tafte 
its comforts, feel its power, be convinced, of its 
Divine original, and, it will be, both pléafant and 

‘precious to us. “The more we underftand of the 
‘{criptures, with the, greater pleafure we fhall fee 
the righteoufnefs; wifdom, and goodnels of all 
‘Divine .difpenfations, that all or them are ad- 
jufted and fettled by the love of a father, and 
:calculated to promate our happinefs.-; This will: 
‘draw gur heargs to God, and: thew.,us..the pro- 
prigty of acquicfeing with the conftitutions of, 
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If we build upon: the foundation of the 
prophets and apoftles, our faith will ftand upon a 
fure bottom, and not upon the weaky precarious 
judgment - of rman ; henceforth we fhall be no 
more children toffed to and fro, and carried about 
with every wind of doétrine, but fhall by ufe have 
eur fenfes exércifed to difcern both good and 
evil, Thus we fhall grow up into Chrift in all 
things, in knowledge, in faith, and in love, Thus 
we fhall be rooted and grounded in love, in the 
love of God, of truth, and of our neighbour. 
The knowledge we gain, whether it be more or 
lefs, being drawn from the fountain, will compofe 
our fpirits, and incline us neither to defpife the 
weaknefs of thofe that know lefs, nor reject the 
inftructions of thofe that may know more than 
ourfelves. Thefe weighty confiderations fhould 
engage usto read the fcriptures, with all poffible 
care and diligence; and to ftudy them with an 
upright defire of gaining their true fenfe and 
meaning. 

We all know how much men are at variance 
concerning the true fenfe and import of fcrip- 
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ture, one affirming that this, another that thats 
is the precife meaning ; but this variety of fenti- 
ments is permitted to teach us to practife charity 
towards one another, and fhould ¢onvince us that 
we ought not to refign our underftanding to 
others, but be ultimately guided by the fcripcures 
themfelves. 

' Upon the whole, it is evident from the fallible 
{tate of human nature, the prevalence of human 
prejudices, the defeéts of human reafon, and the 
pronenefs of mankind in general to fin and ini- 
quity of every kind and degree, that a certain 


_method of direction from the all-wife God is ab- 


folutely neceffary to guide them into thofe paths 
that lead to the obedience of his will, and their 
own trueft intereft and happinefs; it is alfo as 
evident, that the facred fcriptures of the Old and 
New Teftament are entirely and fully conducive 
to thofe grand important purpofes, being, as be- 
fore obferved, given by infpiration of God, and 
profitable for dotirine, for reproof, for correétion, for 
inftrution in righteoufne/s ; that the man of God may 
be perfe?, thoroughly furnifoed unto all good works. 
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On the Authority and Excellency of the Scriptures, founded on the exprefs and frequent Aff‘r. 
tions of Mofes, the Prophets and Afofiles. 


1’. has been already obferved, that a Divine 
revelation is perfectly confonant to the good- 
nefs and love of God, to the relation in which 
we ftand to him, and the gracious purpofes for 
which he has given usbeing. We have likewife 
endeavoured to prove the expediency of Revela- 
tion from the depraved {tate of human nature, 
and fhall now obferve, that no books were ever 


more publicly, or more commonly known, be-— 


ing read and heard with the greateft reverence 
once a week, in both Jew and Chriftian affem- 
blies, fora very long courfe of time; the Old 
Teftament before the coming of Our Lord, and 
the Old and New after his coming, to this very 
day. So thatit is, in the nature of things, im- 
poffible that the holy fcriptures fhould be 
adulterated; nor could any man, who was dif- 
pofed to alter or corrupt them, promife himfelf 
fuccefs in an attempt, which mult immediately 
be deteéted and confounded by thoufands of co- 
pies every where difperfed, and ‘conftantly read 
before numerous affemblies in various languages 
of even more nations than ever compofed the 
Roman empire in its largeft extent. 
Tranfcribers may, indeed, make literal mif- 
takes, but thofe are cafily corrected by a variety 
of manufcripts; and tranflators may differ in 
giving the literal fenfe of fome words and 
phrafes ; but not fo as to render the fubjects and 
fubftance of the fcriptures, either obfcure or un- 
certain; for you may take any tranflation in any 
, 6 
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language, or done by any party among Chrif- 
tians, and you will find they all agree in the great 
doctrines of falvation, and the feveral laws and 
duties enjoined by the Divine command; though 
they may not render the letter of the text in the 
fame words, nor with the fame propriety of ex- 
preffion. 

The more perfect and exaét in every point any 
tranflation is, the better itis; butit is very cer- 
tain, that all things pertaining to the difpenfa- 
tions of God, his grace and promifes, and our 
hopes and duty, have been preferved pure and 
entire in every tranflation, from the beginning 
to this day; and this is abundantly fufficient for 
our inftruction, comfort, direction and edifica~ 
tion. 

Perfons in foreign commerce, whodo not un- 
derftand foreign languages, are obliged to carry 
it on by the help of tranflators; and if a letter 
in Italian, German, Spanifh or French, was put 
into the hands of twenty tranflators, it is much 
if every tranflation would not differ more or lefs 


‘in fome expreffions, and yet they might all agree 


with refpect to the fenfe of the merchant; and 
this being all his correfpondent wants to under- 
ftand, he will not think it worth his pains to en- 
ter into points, or a critical propriety of phrates, 


which have no reference to his bufinefs. 


Jutt fo it is with refpeét to the tranflation of 
the bible. In more than the fpace of an hun- 
dred years, learning ie have received confidera- 
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ble improvements, and by that means fome in- 
accuracies may be found in a tranflation, more 
than an hundred yeats old; but thefe who are 
difpofed to believe the authenticity of fcripture, 
may reft fully fatisfied, that as dur Eaglifh tranf- 
lation. is in itfelf, by far the moft excellent book 
in our language, fo it is a pure and plentiful 
fountain of Divine knowledge, giving a true, 
¢lear and full account of the Divine difpenfations, 
and particularly of the Gofpel of our falvation, 
infomuch, that whoever ftudies the fame, ftudies 
the only way to eternal happinefs. 

Thus by fhewing the fufficiency of the tranfla- 
tion, which, thanks be to God, is in our hands, 
the way is prepared for advancing a few argu~ 
ments to eftablifh the authority and excellency 
6f the fcriptures, and to thew they were in- 
deed given by infpiration of God, or that, 
in them, the holy men of God fpake as they 
were moved by the holy fpirit. 

We have fufficient reafon to believe, that we 
have in our hands the very books that were writ- 
ten by Mofes, by the prophets, and by the apoftles 
of Chrift. Now that thofe books were viven by 
infpiration from God, or that the perfons who 
wrote them have delivered to us what they re- 
ceived from heaven, will appear from their own 
exprefs and frequent affertions. 

Moies and the prophets always declared they 
fpake in the narne of the Lord, and delivered to 
the people what they received in commiffion from 
him, , 

Vhe apoftles, likewife, affiure us, that they 
were taught by Jefus Chrift, the Son of God ; 
were cndued with the Spirit of God, and com- 
miffioned by him to preach the Gofpel to all na- 
tions ; and we have the utmoft reaton to believe 
that they have ftrictly told us the truth. 

Chey appear to have been perfons of the great- 
eft characters for honour and probity. In the 
whole of their conduct we find the urmoft inte- 
grity and difintereftednefs, and in every part of 
their hiftory and writings the utmof fimplicity 
and impartiality. 

We may carry this argument further, and fet it 
ina ftill (tronger light in the cafe of the pro- 
phets. Itis certain that the prophets in a lone 
feries, one after another, gained no advantage 
from {peaking in the name of the Lord; but on 
the other hand, that they incurred feorn and 
contempt from the generality of their countiy- 
men. When they entered upon the ungrateful 
office, they renounced all worldly views, and 
were haraffed and perfecuted in proportion to 
their fidelity in executing their commillion. 

Now, there is nothing to be found in human 
nature, orin any {tate of things that can be fip- 
pofed to exilt, that can poffibly account for this 
conduct, but that they really had a Divine com- 
miffion from God; and their writings prove they 
were men of good underftanding, and of a found 
and excellent judgment. 

Vhe force of this argument will be fcen more 
evidently in the cafe of the apoitles. No hittory 
in the world hath been better preferved than that 
of the New Teltament: there we find that Jefus 
Chrift had gathered, while he was upon earth, 
fome hundreds of difciples, who all made pro- 
feffion of faith to him, immediately after his 
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death, declaring that-he was rifen from the dead, 
and afcended into heaven. Particularly the 
apoftles, with {everal others, went about pt¢ach- 
ing the Gofpel, firft in Judea, then in-all parte 
of the Roman empire, perfuading them to be- 
lieve in Chrift, afirming that he was the Son of 
God, that all-the wonderful works related of him 
Were true, and that they had a commilfion from 
heaven co teach and propagate his religion every; 
where, though they thould every where meet 
with the mof violent oppofition and the cruclieft 
treatment. 

The apoftles had an amazing knowledge of 
God, and the perfections of the Divine nature ; 
they fet the difpentations of his wifdom, and the 
grand defign of his love in the cleareft and moft 
amiable light; they well underitood the whole 
fyftem of the Divine law as a perfect rule of 
practice, and fixed every branch of it upon a 
proper foundation, They weremen of the mott ex- 
cellent and Divine fpirit next to their Lord and 
Matter, that the world was ever acquainted with, 

. They, were fully fatisfied that what they re- 
ported was true, and they were perfeetly capable 
of receiving the cleareft evidence, and fulleft fa- 
tisfaction : what they reported was not a matter 
of meer opinion, as in the cafe of fuperftition, 
nor a warm fuggeftion, or fecret impulfe upon 
theirminds, as in thecafe ofenthufiafin, buta plain 
matter of fact. We comvot, fay they, bur [peak the 
thi gsibub we kave feen and teard. ARs iv. 10. 

YVhey were not things which they conceived 
or fancied, but which all of them, with great 
multitudes of people, had often and openly, for 
more than three years together, feen with their 
eyes, and heard with their ears; and that they 
were not miftaken or deceived, they were fo 
fully fatistied, that they ventured all they had in 
the world, and even life itfelf, upon the truth of 
what they had heard and feen; confequently, 
their affurance muft be to the higheft and fullelt 
degree of fatisfaction, leaving no room for doubt 
or uncertainty, 

It is certain the apoftles, who were the familiar 
companions of our blefled Lord, had not the 
leaft fcruple or difficulty concerning any thing 
related in the Gofpel. They were fully con- 
vinced, perfectly affured they faw Chrift upon 
earth, that they converfed with him, that they 
heard the gracious words which proceeded from 
his mouth, that they faw him work miracles, 
that they beheld him crucified and dead, that they 
faw him alive again in a few days, thar they heard 
him give thenia commiffion to preach the Gofpel 
to all nations, and promife them fuccefs; that 
they actually faw him afcend up into heaven; 
that the Moly Ghoft fell upon them on the day 
of Pentecoft, and that by his influence they ac- 
tually felt themfelves endued with a new and mi- 
raculous power, which accompanied them during 
the courte of their miniftry ; and to their being 
fully perfuaded of the truth of thefe things, and 
to no other poffible cauie can we affign their ftea-. 
dy and zealous endeavours to publith and fpread 
the Giofpel. 

Add to allthis, that the apoftles were amazingly 
fucceisful in preaching the Gotpel, amidit all the 
oppofition with which they met, during the courfe 
of their miniftry. 

Thefe 
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Thefe men in privaté and humble life, thefe 
defencelefs men, quite defticute of all worldly 
power and intereft, only by the force of truth, the 
truth of the Gofpel, which they preached, and 
the power which they received from their Matter, 


fury of a bigotted and enraged multitude, and 
overcame the moft inveterate prejudices. 

Their doétrine had a moft amazing effect and 
influence on the minds of multitudes, who, by 
the power of God, at their preaching, were daily 
added to the church. 

Thefe confiderations, weighed togethef in an 
impartial balance, will fufficiently prove the au- 
thenticity of the apoftles miffion and -doétrine, 
that they received their commiffion and inftruction 
from Jefus the eternal Son of God ; and upon the 
grounds of this argument alone, the fincere be- 
fiever may be fully convinced that the apoftles 
were infpired by the fpirit of God, and that they 
have in their writings infallibly delivered the 
truth, in all things pertaining to the Chriftian 
faith and doctrine. 

If Jefus Chrift came from the right hand of 
his Father to explain to us the Divine mind and 
will; if his apoftles were taught by him, and af- 
ter his afcenfion received the gifts of the Holy 
Ghoft in a moft miraculous manner, enabling 
them to perform wonders in confirmation of the 
doétrine they delivered; it certainly follows, that 
the books of Mofes, and of the prophets, are 
undoubtedly the word of God; and that the fa- 
cred hiftory may be depended on as a true account 
of things: for thofe books are not only -afferted 
by Our Lord and his apoftles, in general, to be 
the word of God, given by infpiration, and a 
truc rule of knowledye, faith and doétrine; but 
particular paffages are frequently.produced in 
proof or confirmation of the doétrine they 
taught, and almoit every fingle part of the hif- 
tory, from the beginning co the end, as of Adam, 
Enoch, Noah, the Deluge, Sodom and Gomor- 
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' rah, Abraham, the Ifraelites, and their miracu- 


lous deliverance from Egypt, and ferlement in 
the Land of Canaan, and all the furprizing events 


| jn their hiftory, are referred to as undeniably 
F; authentic. 
after he afcended into heaven, encountered the |) 


What.Our Bleffed Lord and his apoftles have 


taught in the books of the New Teltament, 1s 
: certainly the truth, as they received it from God. 


Wherefore the fcriptures of the Old Teftament 
are alfo given by infpiration, and are a facred re- 


| pofitory of Divine knowledge, of undoubted 
' credit and veracity ; for Our Lord and his apoftles 
; have reprefented and eftablifhed them as fuch. 


Therefore the frequent and expre’s affertions 
of Mofes, the prophets and apoftles, taken in 
connection with their proper circumftances, is a 
proof of the truth of revelation, as it ftands in 
the {criptures. 

Thus we have endeavoured to deduce the au- 
thority and excellence of the fcriptures, as con- 
tained in the Holy Bible, and comprizing the 
books of the Old and New Teftament, from the 
exprefs, frequent and concurring declarations of 
their refpective writers; viz. Mofes, the prophets 
and apoftles, and would fubjoin this fingle re- 
mark for the comfort and edification of the 
pious Chriftian: 

As you find, upon the ftricteft examination, 
an entire uniformity of doctrine, opinion and 
fentiment, concerning the great things of God 
in all the facred writings, that they all reprefent 
the Divine nature in the fame light: in hort, 
as they all tend abfolutely to lead us to the cove- 
nant of grace and the fufferings and atonement 
of Jefus Chrift for life and falvation ; lec us not 
be wavering in our opinion, but ftedfaftly main- 
tain the faith once delivered to the faints, ever 
remembering that He is faithful, who hath pro- 
mifed, and who has declared, that heaven and 
earth may pafs away, but not one jot or tittle of brs 
word foall pajs away’. 
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On the internal Worth and Excellency of the Scriptures, as containing the bf Principles of 
Knowledge, Holine/s and Comfort. 


IIE arguments we have already advanced 
I are taken from the external evidence, that 
the {criptures are the word of God : we now pro- 
ceed to confider their internal worth and excel- 
leacy, which more fully and clearly demonttrates 
thir Divine original, and falls in with the fecond 
part of our defign, which was to ftate the ufe and 
importance of the holy fcriptures. 
Confidering the facred writings as a gift and 
bleffing from God, the father of all light, and 
fountain of all good, for our improvement in 


knowledge and holinefs, in order to our being. 


advanced to eternal glory and happinefs, we 


may in general conclude; that the fcriptures are 
in worth and ufefulnefs fully proportionable to 
the wifdom and goodnefs of the donor, and to 
the noble and beneficent end for which they are 
intended. They are a glorious difplay of hea-~ 
venly light, irradiating the darknefs of the 
world, which otherwife would have been ins 
volved in the blackeft night of ignorance. 

Let it be obferved to the honour of the bible, 
that it is the book, which, under che Divine 
Providence, has preferved in the world the know- 
ledge of the only true God, which otherwife 
mult have been loft and extinguifhed ; for when 
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God in his infinite wifdom was pleafed to call 
Abraham, and feparate his family to the pur- 
pofes of revelation, idolatry, even in thofe early 
days, not long after the flood, was fo far fpread, 
that fome of Abraham’s family were idolaters, 
and ferved other gods. 

So far indeed did the corruption. of religion 
prevail, that all nations, lofing the true idea of 
the great and glorious Creator of heaven and 
earth, fell into the groffeft idolatry and fuper- 
ftition, together with every abominable vice, 
except the nation of the Jews, who enjoyed the 
word and revelation of God; and it was that 
very word and revelation after Our Saviour came 
into the world, which enlightened the Gentiles, 
and fo generally brought them over to the worfhip 
and obedience of the great Lord of the uni- 
verfe. 

Under God, the feripture muft be owned the 
inftrumental caufe of all the true religion that 
is to be found: in the world, and it will be efta- 
blifhed more and more ; it will fhine forth more 
and more; it wilh be honoured more and more, 
jn the truth of its doctrines, in the wifdom of 
its precepts, in the accomplifhment of its pre- 
dictions and promifes, and in the appearing of 
Our Lord at the Jaft day to receive in his joy ail 
that know and obey the Gofpel of his grace. 

Thus much may be truly faid of the ufeful- 
nefs of {cripture in general, which gives it infi- 
nitely the preference to all books of mere hu- 
man compofition, as it has been the means of 
preferving in the world the grand prineiples of 
religion, the knowledge of the being and per- 
fections of God, and of the true fpiricual wor- 
fhip, which alone pleafeth him, and enobles, pu- 
rifies and comforts our fouls; and juft in pro- 
portion as the bible is received, efteemed and 
diligently ftudied, true religion has prevailed, 
and will always prevail and flourifh. On the 
other hand, in proportion as the fcriptuses are 
unknown, neglected, abufed and perverted ; ig- 
norance, idolatry, irreligion, error, fuperftition 
and immorality, have and will fpread their gloom, 
and more or Jefs infect nations and particular 
perfons. 

The fcriptures contain principles, which muft 
be allowed to be of a fuperior and excellent kind. 
The beft principles that can be found of know- 
Jedge, holinefs and comfort. Here the mind 
expatiates in a boundlefs field of heavenly light, 
and clearly views the protpedcts of truth, where 
the eye of mere nature could never have pene- 
trated. Here we fee the being of God afferted, 
his nature and perfections, his glorious majefty 
and univerfal fovereignty defcribed, with the 
jufteft propriety of fentiment, and the utmeft 
elegance of language. A few fentences in this 
holy book will give us much clearer conceptions 
of God, than all the volumes of philofophy, 
written by ftrangers to revelation. Here we are 
taught the various difpenfations of Divine wif- 
dom and goodnefs, from the beginning of the 
world to this day, and even to the end of time. 

Here we find a two-fold covenant ; of works 
which threaten death to every tranfpreffion; of 
grace which grants pardon and redemption to 
every believer, and promifes all needful fupplies 
to the humble and fincere. 
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Here we learn how God created a kingdom 
among the nations, or a peculiar congregation; 
to prevent the univerfal corruption of the world, 
and like a ftar in the firmament, to diffufe the 
hight of Divine knowledge throughout the dark- 
nefs of the earth. , 

At length we fee the Meffiah, the Son of God, 
the Saviour of the world, appear to take away 
fin, to bring in everlafting righteoufnels, or fal- 
vation, to illuftrate the grace of God, and give 
the plaineft explanation of his will and duty, to 
fhew the fucure world in the cleareft and moft 
awful view, and to appoint the moft powerful 
means to attract our hearts to God, and to guide 
our feet into the way of peace. 

In the fcriptures the defign of our prefent ex- 
iftence in this world is reprefented in a manner 
agreeable to the appearance of things, and the 
wifdom and goodnefs of God, not to be for en- 
joyment, but for trial, not to gain temporal plea- 
fures or poffeffions, but to difcipline our fouls, 
and to prepare them for immortal glory and ho- 
nour. In particular, the many afflictions inci- 
dent to our frailty, are fet in a true and encou- 
raging light, as the difcipline and correétion of 
our heavenly father ; not for our deftruction, but 
for our improvement in holinefs, to purify our 
fpirits from fenfuality, to draw our regard to 
things heavenly and eternal, to exercife our faith, 
hope, patience and every virtue, which is our real 
excellency, and be{t qualification for everlafting 
happinefs. 

jn the fcripture we find the beft principles of 
holinefs, or of that {tate cf mind, whereby we 
are habitually devoted to God and truth. For 
there we are fhewn the nature and defign of liv- 
ing, in a manner greatly fuperior to what we 
could have defired from our own reafon and _re-. 
flection. There we read, that we were formed 
in the image of God, infpired with underftand- 
ing,. raifed greatly in our faculties above the reft 
of the creation, and made for ends proportion- 
ably great and noble ; not for the mean purpofes 
of time and fenfe, but for God; for his honour 
and favour, to fhew forth his praife, and forever 
enjoy his goodnefs. Every obligation refulting 
from this important confideration, even the gra- 
cious and excellent purpofes of our being, is with 
the greateft propriety and force urged upon us. 

In moft paris of the holy fcriptures, the love 
of God finiles upon us with an attra¢tive and 
endearing afpect, to draw our affections to him, 
and to give a conftaney and fteadinefs to our obe- 
dlience in the midft of fo many, and fo ftrong 
temptations, when we know the neceffity of tri- 
als, troubles and affliction of every kind, in this 
vale of tears, in order to prepare us for a refidence 
in the heavenly manfions, where forrow fhall be 
no more, where all tears fhall be wiped from our 
eyes, and endlefs ages fhall be {pent in the unin- 
terrupted fruition of fuch bleffings as eye hath 
not feen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered 
into the heart of man to conceive. 

In the fcripture we have the Divine difpleafure 
againtt afl unrighteoufnefS and ungodlinefs o! 
men, fet upon its true foundation; the odious 
and pernicious nature of fin, which is. in itff 
falfe and mifchievous, the greateft evil in the 


| wniverfe, and that which alone can deprive 
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we of happinefs, and fubject us to eternal mi- 
ery. 

oa the word of God, his favour to pious per- 
fons is alfo fet upon its proper~foundation ; the 
amiable and excellent nature of true holinefs, 
which in icfelf is true and falutary, the greateft 
preparative for future glory, is reprefented in 
the moft lively and engaging colours. 

Here we are kindly encouraged by the Divine 
grace, to think of our ways, and by true repent- 
anéé, ‘to turn. from whatever is repugnant to the 
Obedience of God. WHere we are directed fre- 
quently to examine our hearts, to banifh thence 
every corrupt principle, and to. keep the fpring 
of action within us pure from any diforderly 
thought and inclination; to guard our fpirits 
with a watchful eye, from every impure’ motion 
and fuggeftion; to be vigilant againft every 
temptation and affault of ‘the grand enemy of 
fouls, that we may keep ourfelves undefiled in 
the ways of God. 

Here we are inftructed in the moft perfect and 
reafonable fobriety, temperance and felf-denial, 
and warned of the danger of every fenfual fnare 
and allurement. Here this perifhing body, with 
whatever can delight and adorn it; here this 
prefent world, with whatever in it that can en- 
gage our affections and efteem, are fully expofed 
to the judgment and cenfure of reafon, and ma- 
nifeftly fhewn to be emptinefs and vanity, infi- 
nitely below the excellence and worth of immor- 
tal fpirits ; and therefore unfic to be purfued at 


the expence of our prefent integrity, or future: 


felicity. 

In the holy fcriptures we are taught the ordi- 
nances of religion, both public and private, in 
the confcientious ufe of which we fhall grow into 


perfect men in Chrift Jefus; particularly we are’ 


commanded to fet apart a competent portion of 
our time every day, and to keep the fabbath holy 
every week; that by ferious meditation upon 


God’s word, and pouring out our hearts before | 


him in prayer and thanfgiving, we may renew 
our fpiritual ftrength : be more and more con- 
firmed in the habits of holinefs, and find our- 
felves ftill advancing nearer to heavenly per- 
feétion. 

This fketch of the principles of holinefs, to 
be derived from the fcriptures, clearly prove 
their Divine original and excellence, as it fets 
them greatly above any thing human wifdom 
can difcover or devite. 

In the fcriptures we alfo find the beft princi- 
ples of comfort and refrefhment to the foul. How 
needful are fuch principles in afcene of afflic- 
tions, fin and weaknefs! In general, under how 
many amiable characters; under how many fweet 
encouragements we are invited to put our truft 
in God; to look unto him, and make his name, 
his goodnefs and power, our refuge in every 
want, danger, difficulty and conflit? Being af- 
fured that he careth for us while we hope in him; 
and that He will never leave us nor forfake us! 
We are encouraged to hold out unto the end; 
perfuaded, that however He may permit our 
fufferings and griefs, He will never forget us, 
but will make all things, how bitter foever, 
work together for our good. 

Heaven is at all times open to our complaints 
and fupplications; and the throne of God, which 
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is a throne of grace, is eafy of accefs, to the 
breathings and defires of the penitent believing 
foul. 

Thus we fee the {criptures contain, beyond 
all difpute, the beft principles of knowledge, of 
holinefs and comfort. It is no lefs evident that 
they deliver the beft precepts for directing all our 
actions, which may be reduced to three heads; our 
duty to God, to our neighbour, and to ourielves. 

We are taught to worfhip God with a fincere 
admiration of his glory and peffeétions, with 
profound reverence of his greatnefs, with hum- 
ble adoration of his fovereignty, with the higheft 
love and efteem for his excellency and amiable- 
nefs, with joy and gratitude for his goodnefs, 
and with a heart truly devoted to his honour and 
glory. 

To our neighbour, we are directed to per- 
form not only juftice, truth and equity, but alfo 
unfeigned charity, the moft extenfive kindnefs 


‘and benevolence. 


To ourfelves, we owe felf-prefervation and 
felf-government ; and the fcriptures admonifh us 
to take the wifeft care of our being, by culti- 
vating and guarding our minds, and by mortify- 
ing all inordinate affections and paffions. 

In fhort, all that our reafon can find in the law 
or religion of nature, is moft clearly and beauti- 
fully ifplayed to us by revelation, and more- 
over, the wifdom of God has not only perfected 
and fupplied our deficiencies, but hath difco- 
vered to us the riches of goodnefs, knowledge 
and power, infinitely beyond what our natural 
faculties could ever have attained. 

It is further evident, that the writings both of 
the Old and New Teftament forma ftorehoufe of 
the moft facred and ufeful knowledge, admira- 
bly adapted to the improvement of our minds 


{ in faith and holinefs, and calculated, by a pro- 


per attention to them, to produce our future and 
eternal happinefs. 

Such is the intrinfic excellency of the Holy 
Scriptures, and fuch the benefits that will un- 
doubtedly be received from them by thofe who 
ftri€tly adhere to the Divine precepts contained 
therein. The good and pious Chriftian will be 
ever happy in the reflection of having fo valuable 
a treafure in his hands, and, with the moft dif- 
tinguifhed fatisfaction of mind, may thus ad- 
drefs himfelf to the Great and beneficent Author. 


Lord, I have made thy word my choice, 
_My lafting heritage ; 
There fhall my nobleft powers rejoice, 
My warmeft thoughts engage. 


I'll read the hift’ries of thy love, 
And keep thy laws in fight, 
While thro’ thy promifes I rove, 

With ever frefh delight. 


*Tis a broad Jand of wealth unknown, 
Where fprings of life arife, 

Seeds of immortal blifs are fown, 
And hidden glory lies. 


The beft relief that mourners have ; 
It makes our forrows bleft; 

Our faireft hope beyond the grave, 
And our eternal reft, 
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Containing on Account of the final Deftruétion of Sferufalem by the Romans, as foretold by 
Our Bieffed Redeemer a fhort Time before bis Death, 


AVING, in the preceding chapters, given 

an ample difplay of the great excellency 

‘of the Sacred Writings contained in the Old and 

New Teftament, we fhall, in this chapter, give 

a comprehenfive detail of the dreadful and final. 

deftruction of the temple and city of Jerufalem, 

‘which was foretold by Our Bleffed Redeemer a 
fhort time before his death. 

At the time Our Lord predi&ed this fatal ca- 
taftrophe to the Jews he likewife foretold, that 
it would be preceded by ftrange commotions and 
dreadful figns from heaven, fuch as had never 
before been feen. Nation fall rife againft nation, 
and kingdom againft kingdom: andgreat earthquakes 
feali be in divers places, and famines and peftilences : 
and fearful fights ard great figns fhall there be from 
heaven. Luke xxi. 10, 11. 

That this part of the prediction was moft am- 
ply fulfilled 1s evident from the relation given us 
by Jofephus, the celebrated Jewith hiftorian, 
who not only recites the ftrange prodigies which 
happened previous to the breaking out of the 
war, but likewile gives us a very particular ac- 
count of the whole progrets of it, from the firft 
revolting of the Jews to the final deftruction of 
the city and temple by Titus, fon of the empe- 
ror Vetpafian, 

The prodigies, which preceded the war, as 
related by Jofephus, are thele: 

A comet, which bore the refemblance of a 
fword, hung over the city of Jerufalem for the 
fpace of a whole year. | 

A fhort time betore the revolt of the Jews, a 
moft remarkable and extraordinary light was 
feen about the altar of the temple. It happened 
at the ninth hour of the night preceding the ce- 
lebration of the fealt of the paifover, and conti- 
nued about half an hour, giving a hght equal to 
that of day. Ignorant perfons confidered this 
unufial and wonderful appearance as an happy 
omen; but thofe of fuperior judgment averred 
that it was a predtction of approaching war ; and 
their opinion was fully confirmed by the event. 

The caftern gate of the interior part of the 
temple was compofed of folid brafs, and was cf 
tecn an immente weight, that ic was the labour 
of twenty men to make it fait every night. It 
was fecured with iron bolts and bars, which were 
ter Gown into a large threthold, confifting of an 
entire fone, About the Afch hour of the night 
this gate openesl without any human affiftance, 

immediate notice of which being given to the' 
officer on duty, he luit no time in endeavouring 
to reftore it to its former fituation; but it was: 
with the urmeit diticultry that he accomplifhed 
ir, Vhere were Tikew ite fome ignorant people 


| ly whipped. 


who deemed this to be a fecond good omen, in. 
finuating that Providence had thereby fet open 
a gate of bleflings to the people; but perfons of 
‘fuperior difcernment were of a contrary opinion, 
and concluded that the opening of the gate pre. 
diéted the fuccefs of the enemy, and deftrudtion 
‘of the city. 

A fhort time after the celebration of the feaft 
of the paffover, before the fetting of .the fun, 
the appearance of chariots and armed men were 
feen in the air, in various parts of the country, 
paffing round the city among the clouds. 7 

While the priefts were going to perform the 
duties of their fun¢tion, according to cuftom, in 
the inner temple, on the feaft of Pentecoft, they 
at firft heard an indiftincét murmuring, which was 
fucceeded by a voice, repeating, in the moft plain 
and earneft manner, thefe words, “ Letus be 
** gone, let us depart hence.” 

But the moft extraordinary circumftance of 
the whole was this. Some time before the com- 
mencement of the war, and while the city appear- 
ed to be in the moft perfect peace, and abounded 
in plenty, there came to the feaft of tabernacles, 
a fimple countryman, the fon of one Ananias, 
who, without any previous intimation, exclaimed 
as follows: ‘* A voice from the eait; a voice 
‘© from the weft ; a voice from the four quarters 

of the world; a voice to Jerufalem, anda 
voice to the temple; a voice to men and wo- 
men newly married, and a voice to the na- 
tion at large.” In this manner did he con- 
tinue his exclamations, in various places through 
all the ftreets of the city ; at which fome perfons 
of eminence in the city were fo offended, that 
they ordered him to be apprehended, and fevere- 
This was accordingly done, but 
he bore his fufferings not only without complaint, 
but without faying a word in his own detence; 
and no fgoner was his punifhment ended, than 
he proceeded in his exclamations as before. By 
this time the magiltrates were fufpicious (and 
indeed, not without reafon) that what he had 
{aid proceeded from the Divine impulfé of a fue 
perior power that influenced his wards. In con- 
tequence of this they fent him to the goveraor 
of Judea, who directed that he fhould be whipped 
with the greateft feverity. This order was fo 
ftritly obeyed, that nis very bones were feen, 
notwithftanding which he neither wept nor fup- 
plicated, burt, in a voice of mourniag, between 
each ftroke, exclaimed, “ Woe, wo to Jerula- 
“© lem!” From this very exuaordinary beha- 
viour the governor was induced to iarerrogate 
him with refpect ro his charaéter, and the places 
of his birth and refidence, and what could 
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prompt him to act as he had done. He would 
not, however, make any anfwer to either of thefe 
queftions ; upon which the governor found him- 
felf under the neceffity of difmiffing him, as a 
man out of his fenfes. From this period to the 
commencement of the war, he was never known 
either to vifit or fpeak to any of the citizens, 
nor was he heard to fay any other words than the 


melancholy fentence, ‘* Woe, woe to Jerufalem. | 


Thofe who daily punifhed him received no ill 
language from him; nor did thofe who fed him 
receive his thanks; but what he generally faid 
to every one was, an ominous prediction. It was 
remarked that on public feftivals he was more 
vociferous than at other times ; and in the man- 
ner before-mentioned he continued for the fpace 
of more than three years; nor did his voice or 
ftrength appear to fail him till his prediétions 
were verified by the fiege of Jerufalem. As foon 
as this event took piace, he went for the laft 
time, on the wall of the city, and exclaimed with 
amore powerful voice than ufual, “ Woe, woe 
“© to this city, this temple, and this people ;” and 
conciuded his lanientation by faying, “ Woe, 
woe, be to myfelf.” He had no fooner fpoken 
thefe words than, in the midit of thete predictions, 
he was deitroyed by a ftone thrown from an en- 
gine. 

Having thus mentioned the very fingular pro- 
digies which preceded the deftruétion of Jerufa- 
lein, as related by Jofephus, we fhall now proceed 
to give an account of the circumftances which 
occafioned the war, together with its progrefs, 
which at length brought on the final ruin and de- 
Struction of the Jewith fate. 

The commencement of the war was occafion- 
ed, partly by the infamous behaviour of Albinus 
the Roman governor of Judea, and partly by the 
refractorineis of many ot the principal people of 
Jerufalem. AAlbinus was a man totally abandoned 
to every degree of vice. Avarice, corruption, 
extortion, oppreffion, public and private, were 
equally familiar cohim. He accepted bribes in 
civil and perfonal caufes, and oppreffed the na- 
tion by the weight of arbitrary taxes. If any of- 
fender, however atrocious, convicted of robbery 
or affault by himifelf, or any other magiltrate, was 
under fentence of the law, a friend and a bribe 
would enture his liberty ; and this governor never 
found any man guilty who had money to procure 
his innocence. 

At this time there was a {trong faction in Jeru- 
falem, who, wifhing for a change of government, 
the moft opulent of thern privately compounded 
with Albinus, in cafe any difturbance fhould hap- 
pen. ‘There was likewife a fet of men who would 
not be ealy while the ftare was at peace ; and Al- 
binus engaged thefe in his intereft. The leaders 
.of chefe inutineers were each attended by daring 
fellows of their own turn of mind ; but the go- 
vernor was the moit abandoned villain of the 


whole, and had guards always ready to execute | 


-his orders. ‘he event proved that the injured 
‘did not dare to complain ; thofe who were in any 
danger of lofing part of their property were glad 
to compound to fave the reit, and the receiver 
proved tbe worft of thieves. In fhort, there ap- 
peared to be no fenfe of honour remaining; and 
anew. flavery feemed to be predicted from. the 
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number of tyrants then in power, through the 
land of Judea. 

Such was the character, and fuch were the 
manners of Albinus, who, in a fhort time, was, 
by order of the emperor Nero, removed from his 
office, and Geffius Florus placed in his ftead. 
This, however, was far from being an advantage- 
ous change for the Jews, Florus being fo much 
more abandoned in his principles than the former, 
as not to adimit even of the leaft comparifon. Al]- 
binus was treacherous, but obferved a fecrecy in 
his crimes that had the appearance of modetty 5 
but Florus was fo confummate in his wickednefs, 
that he boafted of his iniquitous behaviour, and 
declared himfelf the general enemy of the nation. 
His conduct in the province he governed was 
more like that of an cxecutioner than a gover- 
nor; for he treated all the people like criminals, 
and extended his rapine and tyranny beyond all 
bounds. He was equally devoid of compaffion, 
and dead to all fenfe of honour; cruel to the un- 
fortunate, and utterly abandoned in cafes fo cnor- 
mous that impudence itfelf would bluth ac the 
recollection of them. He exceeded all the men 
of his time in making lies and impofition pafs 
for truth; and was equally artful in difcovering 
new modes of doing mifchief. te gave fuch 
encouragement to the fons of rapine and plunder, 
that he might as well have proclaimed that every 
man was atliberty to feize whatever he could lay 
his hands on, provided that he himfelf obtained 
a fhareof the plunder. His avarice was carried 
to fuch an extravagant pitch, that the inhabitants 
of the province were reduced to degrees of po- 
verty little fhort of ftarving; and many of them 
Jett the country in abfolute want of the neceffaries 
of life, 

The daily oppreflions of Florus on the people 
throughout the province of Judea irritated them 
to the moft violent degree, and being fearful left 
they fhould lay acomplaint againit him before 
the emperor, Ilorus, to avoid the contequences 
of fuch a proceeding, rcfolved to continue his 
oppreffions till they dhould enter into open rebel- 
lion, whereby his villainous proceedings would 
be greatly leflened in the eyes of his matter. This 
had the. defired effect, for the faétious party in 
Jerufalem, who for foe time had been inclined 
to revolt, encouraging the greater part of the 
people of that city to oppole the meafures of Flo- 
rus, an infurrection took place, and a refolution 
was formed to oppofe the Romans with all their 
might. 

It happened at this time that king Agrippa was 
at Jerufalem, and being fearful of the dreadful 
confequences that were likely to enfue, he fum- 
moned the people together, and ftrongly exhorted 
them to defift trom any violent proceedings, tel- 
ling them that if they did, it muft inevitably 
prove their deflruction. He advifed them to a 
patient fubmiffion to Florus, till another gover- 
nor fhould.be appointed by the emperor, who, in 


| all probability, would remove the grievances un- 


der which they. then laboured. But this, inftead 
of fubfiding, only inflamed the paffions of the 
multitude, who not only made ufe of the moft 
opprobrious language, but likewife mal-treated 
the king. In confequence of this Agrippa left 
Jerufalem, previous to which he difpatched mef- 

fengers 
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fengers to Florus, who was then at €efarea, in- 
forming him of the manner in which he had been 
treated, and requefting that he would immedi- 
ately fend a proper force to repet the infurgents. 

No fooner had Agrippa left Ferufalem than the 
factious Jews began to carry their defign into ex- 
ecution. To this purpofe great numbers of them 
got privately into the Roman garrifon called 
"‘Maffada, where they furprized the foldiers, every 
one of whom they put to cath, and, in their 
ftead, fubftituted a guard of their own people. 

About this juncture there happened hkewife 
another commotion in the temple of Jerufalem. 
A bold and factious young man, named Eleazar 
(fon of the then high-prieft) who was at that 
time a military officer, perfuaded a number of 
his friends among the priefts not to accept of 
any Offering or facrifice but from the Jews, 
This circumftance laid the foundation of a war 
with the Romans; for, in confequence of the 
requeft of Eleazar, when the facrifices of Nero 
were prefented, according to cuftom, to be offered 
up for the fuccefs of the people of Rome, they 
were rejected. So new and extraordinary a pro- 
ceeding gave great offence to the high-prieft 
and perfons of diftinction, who protefted againft 
it, and earneftly recommended the continuance 
of fo reatonable a cuftom as that of offering 
prayers for princes and governors. But the in- 
furgents, relying on the ftrength of their num- 
bers, were ob{tinate for obedience to their orders : 
every one who wifhed for innovation was on 
their fide, and they confidered Eleazar, who was 
aman of courage, and in office, as the head of 
their party. 

In confequence of the great obftinacy of the 
infurgents, the high-prieft and mott eminent of 
the Pharifees affenibled together in order to deli- 
berate on the moft proper mode of proceeding 
at fo eritical a yuncture, being apprehenfive that 
if che tumult was not, by fome means or other, 
fu spreffed, it mult be attended with the moft fatal 
confequences. Having confulted for fome time, 
they at length refolved to try what could bedone 
to appeale the paffions of the multitude; and for 
this purpole they aflembled the people before the 
brazen gate, on the infide of the temple towards 
the eafl. Here they reprefented to them the 
refhneis of the enterprize in which they had en- 
gaged, and which would certainly involve their 
country in a ruinous war, They then advested 
to the unreafonable ground of the difpute, and 
the evident injuflice on which it was founded: 
they told them that their anceftors were fo far 
from refufing or forbidding the oblations of {tran - 
gers (which they would have deemed a kind of 
HMpicry) that they confidered them, in fome de- 
gree, as a part of their own worthip. They 
Itkewile mentioned the prefents which had, from 
time to time, been made by ftrangers to the 


temple, which were ftill preferved as ornaments | 


in that facred place, and in remembrance of thofe 
who gave them. ‘They farther told them, that 
the provoking a war with the Romans would be 
at Jeait difgraceful, if not ruinous, to Jerufalem : 
that new modes of religion would certainly be 
adopted, as nothing leis could be expeéted by 
the interdiction of every fore of people, except 
Jews, from offering oblations and prayers to 
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God in his holy temple. It was urged that this 
was fuch an inhuman injunction as could not be 
excufed in the cafe of a private perfon; but that 
1t was utterly unpardonable to extend it to the 
whole people of Rome, and, eventually, even 
excommunicating the emperor himfelf. © It was 
afked what would be the confequence if fuch 
contempt fhould be returned, and thofe who had 
refufed others the liberty of offering their prayers 
and oblations, fhould themfeives be denied the 
privilege of public worfhip. They concluded 
with telling them, that if they perfifted in their 
ob{tinacy, the city would be left void of difci- 
pline ; and every ill confequence would certainly 
happen, unlefs they repented of all the unchari- 
table things they had done, and made fatisfaction 
before the emperor fhould be informed of their 
violent proceedings. 

But all thefe circumftances were of mone ef. 
fect = the infurgents, who wifhed for war rather 
than peace, were determined to profecute their 
defign with the utmoft vigour; and in this the 
were farther encouraged from the conduét of the 
Levites, who quitted the altar, and joined them- 
felves to their party. 

The high-prieft, and people of rank, finding 
the populace defpifed all obedience to law, and 
that themfelves would probably be the firft thar 
would be cenfured by the Romans, confulted to- 
gether what means were the moft eligible to 
take in order to fave themfelves and country 
from deftruction. After deliberating for fome 
time on this head, they at length refolved to fend 
deputies to Florus and Agrippa, reprefenting the 
conduct of the people in its true light, and re- 
quetting them to fend forces to Jerufalem, in or- 
der ta put a fpeedy end to the rebellion. 

‘The news of the infurrection at Jerufalem was 
highly agreeable to Florus, whofe difpofition led 
him to inflame, rather than endeavour. to fup- 
prefs, the war. This was evidently evinced by 
his delay in giving an anfwer ro the deputies, 
knowing thereby that it would afford the rebels 
an opportunity of augmenting their forces. On 
the contrary, Agrippa confuited only the gene- 
ral welfare, being defirous of doing all in his 
power to fave both pasties ; and by this means 
to fecure Jerufalem in the poffeffion of the Jews, 
and bind the Jews in fubjection to the Romans. 
Vo effect this he difpatched twothoufand auxiliary 
horte to Jerufalem, under the command of Da- 
rius, a very able and experienced general. On 
their arrival at the city they were joined by the 
rulers and high-prieft, together with the reft of 
the people who wifhed for peace. The infur- 
gents had already poffefled themfelves of the 
temp!e and lower city ; and therefore the royal 
troops immediately feized on the upper city, be- 
ing refolved, if poffible, to reduce the rebels to 
fubjeGtion. It was not long before a fkirmith 
took place, and the combatants on both fides 
made ufe of their bows and arrows, with which 
they galled each other inceflandly. The infur- 
gents made their attacks in the moft defperate 
manner; but the royal forces appeared to have a 
fuperior knowledge of the military art. The 
principal operation the latter had in view was to 
compel the facrilegious faétion to abandon the 
temple ; while, on the contrary, Eleazar and his 
adherents 
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adherents laboured with equal zeal, to get the 
upper town into their poffeffion. The contett 
continued without intermiffion for fome days, in 
all which time, though there was a great flaughter 
on both fides, not the leaft advantage was obtained 
by either. : 

At length; however, the infurgents, being re~ 
folved to engage in the moft hazardous enter- 
prize, affaulted the king’s troops with fuch vio- 
lence as to throw them into the greateft confufion 
and diforder ; and this advantage they improved 
to fuch a degree, that, equally overcome by fu- 
perior numbers and more determined refolution, 
the royal troops were obliged to abandon the up- 
per town, of which the rebels immediately pof- 
feffed themfelves, and thereby became matters of 
the whole city. 

Elated with this fuccefs, the infurgents im- 
mediately repaired to the houfe of the high- 
prieft, which they firft plundered, and then 
reduced to afhes. This being done, they refolv- 
ed, in the next place, to fet fire to the offices of 
record, and confume both them, and all their 
contents As foon as this was known, the per- 
fons who had the care of thofe places were fo 
terrified, that chev immediately abandoned their 
truft, each man feeking his own fecurity by flight; 
on which both offices and records were reduced 
to afhes. 

The next day after the infurgents had com- 
mitted thefe outrages, they made an attack on 
the caftle of Antonia, and, after only two days 
refiftance, made themfclves mafters of it, having 
done which, they burat the caftle, and put all 
the garrifon to the fword. After this they pro- 
ceeded to the palace, in which were the troops 
fent by Agrippa to fupprefs the infurrection : 
they immediately invefted the place, and having 
divided themfelves into four bodies, made an 
attempt toundermine the walls; while thofe within 
were under the neceflity of remaining inaétive, 
as their {trength was infufficient for them to fally 
forth with any hopes of fuccefs.. The affailants 
continued their operations with great refolution 
for feveral days, till at length the befieged, find- 
ing they muft either fall by the fword, or be 
ftarved into compliance, deferted the place, and 
fled for fecurity to the caftles of Hippon, Pha- 
faetand Mariamne. But no fooner had the fol- 
diers quitted the place, than the rebels immedi- 
ately broke in, and unmercifully put to death 
every perfon they met with; having done which, 
they plundered the palace of all its valuable fur- 
niture, and concluded the outrage by fetting fire 
to the camp. 

While thefe things were tranfacting at Jerufa- 
lem, a moft dreadful maffacre took place in Cx- 
farea, not lefs than 20,000 Jews being, at-the 
inftigation of Florus, put to death by the Romans 


in one day. This horrid flaughter fo irritated | 


the Jews, that they became univerfally outrage- 
eus, and dividing themfelves into diftin& bodies, 
difperfed into different parts, with 4 full refolu- 
tion of feeking revenge on their encmies. They 
firft laid wafte a great number of villages in Sy- 
ria, and then deftroyed {everal principal cities, 
among which were Philidelphia, Gibonitis, Ga- 
rafea, Pella, and Scythopolis. They then pro- 
ceeded to Sebafte and Afkalon, both of which 
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places furrendered without oppofition. Having 
effectually reduced thefe two fortreffes, they 
next proceeded to Gaza, which.they. totally.de- 
ftroyed;.. and continuing their ravages, daid 
wafte a great number of villages on the. fron- 
tiers of Syria, putting to death all the inhabi- 
tants wherever they went. + a 

On the other hand the Syrians wreaked their 
vengeance on all the Jews they could find, not 
only in country places, but in many principal ci- 
ties throughout Syria, all of whom they put to 
the fword. In fhort, the whole country was ir 
the moft deplorable fituation, there being, as it 
were, two armies in every city ; nor was any fafe= 
ty to be expected for the one, but in the deftruc- 
tion of the other. In the city of Alexandria no 
lefs than 50,000 Jews were put to death by the 
Romans; and the only places in which the Jews 
efcaped the general carnage were, Sidon, Apa- 
mia and Antioch. 

Ceftius, the governor of Syria (who at this 
time refided at Antioch) obferving the contempt 
in which the Jews were held throughout the 
whole province, refolved to take advantage of 
this circumftance, and profecute the war againft 
them wich the utmoft vigour. For this purpofe 
he raifed a confiderable army, confifting of the 
whole twelfth legion which he commanded at 
Antioch ; two thoufand feleét men from the other 
legions, and four divifions of horfe, exclufive of 
the royal auxiliaries, which confifted of two thou- 
fand horfe and three thoufand foot, all armed with 
bows and arrows. 

With this formidable army Ceftius left Ans 
tioch, and proceeded towards Ptolemais, in 
his way to which. he was joined by a great num- 
ber of people from different parts of the country, 
The firft material place’ he came to was Zabulon, 
(otherwife called Andron) the moft defenfible 
city of Galilee, and by which Judea was divided 
from Prolemais. On his arrival at this place he 
found that it was amply ftored with all kinds of 
provifions, but not a fingle perfon was to be 
feen in-the town, the inhabitants having, on his 
approach, fled tothe mountains for fecurity. In 
confequence of this Ceftius gave his foldiers per- 
miflion to plunder the city ; which being done, 
he ordered it to be burnt, and levelled with the 
ground. He then proceeded to feveral other 
places inthe neighbourhood of Zabulon, all of 


| which he ferved in like manner, and then re. 


paired to Prolemais. On this occafion the Sy- 
rians were fo anxious for obtaining of plunder, 
that they could not be prevailed on to retire in 
time; but many of them remained behind, and 
on the retreat of Ceftius with the greater part of 
his forces, the Jews, taking courage, fell on the 
plunderers, and near two thoufand of them were 
put to the fword. 

After ftaying a fhort time at Peolemais, Cef- 
tius proceeded to Cefarea, from whence he dif: 
patched adivifion of his army to Joppa, with 
orders that if they could get an eafy pofleifion of 
the place, they fhould take it; but if they found 
that the inhabitants made préparations to defend 
it, they fhould, in that cafe, wait till the arrival 
of the reft of the army. The Romans, however, 
no fooner arrived at the place than they immedi- 
ately Jaid fiege to it, and, with very litcle diffi- 
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culty, even made themfelves mafters of it. The 
inhabitants were fo far from being able to refit 
the atrack, that they had not even an opportunity 
of making theirefcape; fo that the whole, both 
men, women and children, were put to the fword, 
the number amounting to not lefs than eighic 
thoufand. The Romans then plundered the ci- 
ty, and having reduced it to afhes, they returned 
to their general at Cefarea. In the mean time a 
body of Roman horfe made fimilar-deitruction 
inthe neighbourhood of Cefarea, where they ra- 
vaged the country, killed great numbers of the 
inhabitants, took poffeffion of their effects, and 
then burnt their towns to the ground. 

From Cefarea Ceftius departed with his army 
to Antipatris, on his arrival at which place he 
was informed that a great number of Jews had 
got into the tower of Aphec, whither he fent a 
number of his troops to rout them. The Jews, 
finding themfelves totally unable to fultain the 
fhock, abandoned the place to the Romans, who 
firft {tripped it of every thing that was valuable, 
and then fet fire to it; having done which they 
departed, but not without deftroying feveral 
villages in its neighbourhood, and putting fuch 
of the inhabitants as could not effect their efcape 
to the {word. . 

Ceftius proceeded with his army from Anti- 
patris to Lydda, in which city he found no more 
than fifty men, all the reft being gone to Jerufa- 
jem, in order to be prefent at the celebration of 
the fealt of tabernacles. ‘The remaining fifty 
Ceftius ordered to be put to death, which being 
done, he fer fre to the town, and then proeeeded 
by the way of Bethoron, to a place named Ga- 
baoh, about fifty furlongs from Jerufalein, where 
he encamped his army. 

The Jews, convinced of the great danger they 
were in, from the appearance of fo formidable 
an army, laid afide their former fcruples with 
regard to their facred days, and applied them- 
felves ftrictly to their arms. Imagining that 
their force was now fufficient to cope with the 
Romans, they made a defperate fally on the fab- 
bath-day, regardlefs of their antient prejudices, 
and, witha furious uproar, attacked the enemy. 
On the firll charge they put the front of the Ro- 
mans into great diforder, and penetrated fo far 
into the main body of the army, that had it not 
been for a detachment of foot which remained 
entirely unbroken, and a party of horfe that un- 
expectedly game to their relief, Celtius and his 
whole army would have been certainly cut to 
pieces. In this encounter four hundred of the 
Roman cavalry were flain, and one hundred and 
fifteen of the infantry; while of the Jews there 
fell a very fimall number. The main body 
of the Jews, retreating in good order, went back 
intu the city ; and in the mean time the Romans 
retired towards Bethoron. A {trong party of the 
Jews, however, under the command of one Gi- 
oras, purfued the enemy, feveral of whom they 
killed: they likewife ieized a number of car- 
riages, and a quantity of baggage, which they 
found in the purfuit, all of which they conveyed 
fafe to Jerufalem. 

Ceftius and his army remained in the field 
three days after this action, during which time a 
party of the Jews was ftationed on the adjacent 
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hills to watch his movements. On‘ the fourth 
day Ceftius advanced with his whole army, ina 
regular manner, to the borders of Jerufalem, 
where many of the people were fo terrified by the 
faction, that they were afraid to take any ftep of 
confequence ; while fome of the principal pro- 
moters of the fedition were fo alarmed at the 
conduct and difcipline of the Romans on their 
march, that they retired from the extremities of 
the city, and took refuge in the temple. Ceftius 
in his way to Jerufalem burnt Cenopolis, anda 
place which was‘ denominated the wood-mar- 
ket. From thence he advanced to the upper 
town of the city, and pitched his camp at a finall 
diftance from the palace. 

While Ceftius was thus fituated with his army, 
Ananus, and feveral other men among the Jews, 
called aloud to the Roman general, offering to 
open the gates to him; but either thro’ diffidence 
or fear of their fidelity, he was fo long in confider- 
ing whether or not he fhould accept the offer, that 
he was at length reftrained from it by the people, 
who were fo irritated at Ananus and his compa- 
nions, that they compelled them to retreat from 
the walls of the city, and retire to their own 
houfes for protection. 

After this the Jews, with a view of defending 
the walls of the city, repaired to the different 
turrets, and, for five fucceffive days, defended 
them againit all the efforts of the Romans, 
tho’ they pufhed the attack with the utmoft im- 
petuofity, On the fixth day Ceftius made an 
affault on the north fide of the temple, witha 
{elect force chofen from his troops and bowmen ; 
but the Jews difcharged fuch a violent quantity 
of fhot and ftones from the porch and galleries, 
that the Romans were not only repeatedly com- 
pelled to retire from the feverity of the charge, 
but, for atime, obliged to abandon the enter- 
prize. 

Being thus repulfed, the Romans, after fome 
time, had recourfe to the following fingular in- 
vention. Thofe in front placing their bucklers 
againft the wall of the city, and covering their 
heads and fhoulders with them, thofe who ftood 
next clofed their bucklers to the former, till che 
whole body was covered, and made the appear- 
ance of a tortoife. The bucklers being thus 
conjoined were proof againft all the darts and 
arrows of the enemy; fo that the Romans had 
the opportunity of undermining the walls without 
being expofed to danger. ‘The firft thing they 
did was, to attempt fetting fire to the gates of 
the temple, which circumttance fo terrified the 
faction, that they confidered themfelves as ruin- 
ed, and many abfolutely abandoned the town; 
nor were the quiet party lefs elevated with joy 
than the rebels were deprefied by defpair. 

While things were in this fituation, the people 
demanded that the gates might be opened to 
Ceftius, whom they conlidered in the light of a 
friend and preferver. This was a moft favour- 
able opportunity for Ceftius, and had he main- 
tained the fiege only a fhort time longer, the 
whole town muft have fubmitted. Burt, notcon- ° 
fidering the good difpofition of the peaple in ge- 
neral, or reflecting on the defpair into which the 
rebels were thrown, as if he had been infatuated, 
he fuddenly drew off his men, and, contrary to 
all 
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all fenfe and reafon, abandoned the fiege, at a 
time when his profpects were better than they 
had been at any former period. The revolters 
were fo much encouraged at this unexpected cir- 
cumftance, that they attacked the rear of Cef- 
tius’s army, and deftroyed great numbers both 
of his cavalry and infantry. On the firft night 
after Ceitius retreated from the fiege, he took up 
his refidence in a camp which he had fortified at 
a place named Scopus; and on the following day 
he continued his march, but was clofely purfued 
by the Jews, who annoyed him as he went, and 
deftroyed a confiderable number of his troops. 
Onthe whole, this was a very difaftrous attack 
to the Romans, and attended with very little lofs 
on the part of the Jews. 

Ceftius, having retreated as far as Gabaoh, 
there encamped with his army, and, during two 
days, employed his thoughts in what manner he 
fhould direét his future conduct. On the third 
day he found that the Jews were fo greatly en- 
creafed in numbers, that the whole face of the 
country was covered with them; and that fhould 
he continue any longer at Gabaoh, it muft be 
attended with the moft fatal confequences. He 
therefore iffued orders that the army fhould be 
eafed of all their incumbrances, that they might 
march with the greater expedition: he likewife 
direéted that all the mules, affes, and other beafts 
of burden fhould be killed, except only as many 
as were necellary to carry fuch weapons and 
machines as might afterwards be wanted for their 
own defence. 

In this fituation the Roman army proceeded 
towards Bethoron, Ceftius marchingat their head. 
While they continued in the open country, they 
did not receive any interruption from the Jews; 
but as they advanced into hollow ways and defiles, 
the enemy,. who clofely purfued, charged them 
in front and rear, and difcharging repeated vol- 
lies of arrows and darts, prodigious numbers of 
them were killed. The Romans, however, with 
great difficulty, got at length to Bethoron under 
cover of the night; upon which all the pafies 
near that place were fecured by the Jews, in or- 
der to prevent the retreat of their adverfaries. 

Ceitius, finding in what a difagreeable man- 
ner he was furrounded, and thar it would be im- 
poffible to retreat within fight of the enemy, 
devifed a fcheme to favour his efcape. Having 
ftationed four hundred of his troops on the tops 
of the houfes, he ordered that they fhould act 
the part of centinels, calling as loud as they 
were able to the watches and guards, as if the 
army was {till in its encampment. While this 
plan was going forward, Ceftius collected his 
troops with which he left Bethoron, and conti- 
nued to march with them during the whole courfe 
of the night. In the morning, when the Jews 
found that the place had been deferted by the 
main body of the army during the night, they 
were fo enraged, that they immediately attacked 
the four hundred Romans who had acted as cen- 
tinels, flew every one of them, and then inftantly 
marched in purfuit of Ceftius; but his troops 
having obtained a whole night’s march on them, 


and proceeding with the utmoft rapidity on the. 


following day, it was not poffible to overtake 
them, Such were the hurry and confufion in 
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which the Romans had fied, that they dropped 
by the way all their Nings, machines, and other 
inftruments for battery and attack; which being 
feized by the purfuers, they afterwards turned 
them to their own advantage. The Jews ‘pur: 
fued their enemies as far as Antipatris; but 
finding it in vain to continue the purfuit, they 
carefully preferved the engines, {tripped the dead, 
collected all the booty they could, and then re- 
turned towards Jerufulem, finging fons of tri- 
uniph for fo important a vi€tory. In this conteft 
there fell, of the Romans and their auxiliaries, 
three hundred and eighty cavalry, and not lefs 
than four thoufand of the infantry. 

Elated with this diltinguifhed fuccefs, the 
Jews, on their return to Jerufalem, appointed 
one Jofeph, the fon of Gorion, a man of great 
eminence, tegether with the high-prieft, as go- 
vernors of the city. They likewife fent com- 
manders into the different provinces of Judea 
and Galilee, in order to fecure thofe places againft 
the power of the Romans. Among others Jo# 
feph, or Jofephus, (the celebrated Jewith hifto- 
rian) was fent to take upon him the government 
of Galilee, the principal towns in which he im- 
mediately ordered to be fortified, und every ne- 
ceflary preparation made for attacking the ene- 
my, fhould they attempt to invade that province. 

In the mean time, the emperor Nero, 
having received intelligence of the defeat of 
Ceftius in Judea, was thrown into the utmoft con- 
fternation ; but he diflembled his fears, by often- 
tatioufly afferting that it was owing to the mif- 
conduct of his general, and not to their own 
valour, that the Jews were indebted for victory ; 
for he imagined that it would be derogatory to 
the fovereign ftate of the Romanempire, and to 
his fuperiority over other princes, to difcover a 
concern at the common occurrences of life. Dur- 
ing this contention between his fearand his pride, 
he induftrioufly fought for a man qualified to 
affume the important tafk of chaltifing the re- 
volted Jews, preferving the ealt in tranquillity, 
and the allegiance of feveral other nations who 
had manifetted a difpofition to free them{elves 
from the power of the Romans. On mature de- 
liberation, Nero at length judged Vefpafian to 
be the only man poffeticd of abilities adequate 
to the important enterprize. Vefpafian was then 
arrived to an advanced age, and, from his early 
years, had been engaged in a continued fuccef{- 
fion of military exploits. From thefe confider- 
ations, together with his ‘approved courage and 
fidelity, and his having fons for hoftages of his 
loyalty, the emperor determined to appoint him 
to the command of his army in Syria, 

In confequence of this refolution, Vefpafian, 
having received his commiffion from Nero, which 
he accompanied with the ftrongelt profeffions of 
friendfhip and fidelity, commanded his fon Ti- 
tus to lead the fifth and tenth legions into Alex- 
andria, while himfelf departed from Achaia, 
and, croffing the Hellefpont, proceeded by land 
into Syria, where he affembled all the Roman 
forces, and the auxiliaries which the princes of 
the adjoining places had gathered together. 

In the mean time the Jews, being tranfported 
to the moft exceflive degree of extravagance by 
the conquelt they had gained over the Roman 
army 
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army under the command of Ceftius, determined 
to profecute the war with the utmoft vigour. Ac- 
cordingly they formed their beft troops into a 
body, and marched againft the antient ety of 
Afcalon, with arefolution of attempting the re- 
duction of that pkace, againft the inhabitants of 
which they had the moft nmplkacable enmity. The 
Jewith army was under the command of Niger, 
of Perea, Silas, a Babylonian, and John, an Ef- 
fene, who were men equally celebrated for valour 
and {kill in the management of war. 

Afcalon was furrounded by a wallof ferprizing 
firength ; but the whole garrifon confifted only 
of a troop of cavalry and a company of foot, un- 
der the command of an officer named Anthony. 
Fhe Jews, being impatient to encounter the 
Romans, marched with the utmoft expedition, 
intending to attack them by furprize; but An- 
thony getting intelligence of their defign, fta- 
tioned his cavalry without the town, in order to 
repulfe the enemy. ‘be Roman forces were com- 
poled of veteran troops, compleatly armed, well 
difciplined, and perfectly obedient to order. The 
Jews had the fuperiorityin point of numbers ; 
but they were indifferently equipped for, and by 
no meahs expert in the artof war, and the army 
confilted entirely of infantry. Anthony’s troops 
received the firlt charge with great refolution : 
his horte broke the firlt ranks of the adverfe ar- 
my, which were immediately put to the rout: 
great numbers were crushed to death by their own 
people, and wherever they fled they were purfu- 
ed by the Romans. The Jews exerted their 
utmott endeavours to rally their forces ; but this 
was prevented by the Romans, who purfued the 
advantage they had gained till ten thoufand of 
the enemy were flain, among whom were the two 
generals, John and Silas. Niger, the furviving 
general, with the reft of the Jews, moft of whom 
were wounded, efcaped to a2 town in Idumea, 
named Sabis. 

The retolution of the Jews, however, was not 
abated by the terrible deteat they had fultained ; 
but, founding their hopes of fuccefs on the re- 
collection of former victories, they were animated 
to amore violent defire of revenge. ‘Thev there- 
fore collected together a much more numerous 
army than before, and determined to make a fe- 
cond attempt againit Atcalon, notwithitanding 
their want of military {kill and difcipline, the 
fatal effects of which they had already experi- 
enced. But all their hopes were foon vanithed ; 
for being furprized by an anibudh which Anthony 
had ftattoned in the way they were to pals, they 
were entirely routed, without being able to form 
themfelves into the order of battle, Kight thou- 
fand Jews were flain on the fpot ; and the reit, 
with Niger their general, putto flight, Being 
clofely purfued by the Romans, Niger fought 
refuge in a caftle belonging to the village of Be- 
zedel, ‘Lhis caftle was fuppoled to be impreg- 
nable ; and therefore as the only effe€tual_ means 
of deftroying both Niger and the caftle, the 
Romans fet fire to it, after which they departed, 
triumphing in the idea that the leader of the Jews 
muft inevitably perifh in the flames. Niger, 
being fenfible that this muft be the cafe, if he con- 
tinued in his ftation, threw himfelf from the top 
of the caftle into a vauls of confiderable depth, 
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where, after three days, he was found alive by 
his friends, who were fearching for his remains, 
in order to give them interment. This unex- 
pected event tranfported the Jews from a ftate 
of defpondency into the contrary extreme of 
joy ; andthe prefervation of their general, whom 
they confidered as an inftrument effentially ne- 
ceflary inthe profecution of the war, they at- 
tributed to Divine interpofition, 

During thefe tranfactions Vefpafian arrived 
with his army at Antioch, where king Agrippa, 
attended by his troops, was waiting td receive 
him. From hence he proceeded to Ptolemais, 
where the inhabitants of Sepphoris, a city in Ga- 
lilee, had affembled on occafion of his expected 
arrival. Thefe were a well-difpofed people, 
and being confcious of the great power of the 
Roimans, as well as defirous of making provifion 
for their own fafety, they acknowledged Ceftius 
Gallius as. their governor, previous to the arrival 
of Vefpafian, binding themfelves to act in perfect 
obedience to his commands, even againit their 
own countrymen, andat the fame time declaring 
their allegiance to the ftate of Rome. ‘They 
reecived a garrifon from Ceftius Gallus, and fo-~ 
licited Vefpafian to grant them a number of ca- 
valry and infantry fufficient for their defence, in 
cafe they fhould be attacked by the Jews. Vef- 
pafian readily complied with this requeft; for 
Sepphoris being the moft extenfive and ftrongeft 
city in Galilee, he judged it expedient to keep fo 
intportant a place in a proper ftate of defence. 

The number of troops granted by Vefpafian 
to the people of Sepphoris were, a thoufand ca- 
valry and fix thoufand infantry, the whole of 
which were placed under the command of Placi- 
dus the tribune. After thefe troops had been 
drawn up on the great plain, the foot, for the 
fecurity of the city, were quartered within the 
watts, and the horfe were ordered into the camp. 
The Roman troops made daily excurfions in- 
to the neighbourhood, where they committed 
many acts of violence, and greatly incom- 
moded Jofeph (the governor of Galilee) and 
his friends. Not fatisfied with ravaging the 
country, they made booty of whatever they 
could obtain from the towns, and treated the 
inhabitants with fo much feverity that they were 
under the neceflity of remaining within the 
walls, 

Matters being thus circumftanced, Jofeph 
exerted his utmoft efforts to make himfelf mafter 
of Sepphoris; but he found it fo ftrongly forti- 
fied, that it appeared to be impregnable, and, 
defpairing of fuccefs, either by ittratagem or 
force, he abandoned ail farther thoughts of the 
enterprize. “I his fo irritated the Romans, that 
they fubje¢ted the people to the mott terrible ca- 
lamities of fire and f{word, putting thofe who at- 
tempted refiftance to inftant death, reducing the 
reft to flavery, and making boory of all the pro- 
perty they could find. 

In the mean time Titus repaired to his father 
Vefpafian at Peolemais, taking with him the 
fifth, tenth and fifteenth legions, which were 
reckoned to be the beft difciplined and moft cou- 
rageous of the Roman troops. Thefe were fol- 
lowed by a troop of horfe from Cefarea, witha 
gteat number of auxiliaries, both horfe and ae 
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from other places. The whole army amounted 
to. fixty thoufand, exclufive of the train of bag- 
gage, and a great number of domeftics, moft of 
wham, having been trained to the practice of war, 
were ‘but litcle inferior to the foldiers in courage 
and dexterity. 

During the time Vefpafian was with his fon 
Titus at Prolemais, he ordered every necef- 
fary meafure to be purfued for. the proper regu- 
lation and fupply of his army. In the mean 
time Placidus made an excurfion into, and over- 
ran, the whole province of Judea, where he took 
a great number of prifoners, moft of whom he 
put to death. Thefe were people deititute of 
courage, but fuch as poffeffed a greater fhare of 
intrepidity made a courageous refiftance, and 
fecured themfelves in the cities, and other 
places of ftrength, which had been fortified 
by Jofeph. Placidus determined to direét his 
arms againft thofe places where the Galileans 
had fied for fanétuary; and Jotapata being the 
ftrongeft hold they poffeffed, he refolved that 
his firft exploit fhould be to attempt the re- 
duction of that place. The inhabitants of Jo- 
tapata, however, gaining intelligence of the 
defign of Placidus, and that he was marching 
with all expedition againft the place, fallied from 
the town, in order to give him battle. They 
attacked the Romans by furprize, and as the fate 
of their wives, children and country, depended 
on the iffue of the conteft, they fought with the 
molt aftonifhing bravery, and with fuch fuccefs, 
that they effectually repulfed the enemy, after 
which Placidus drew off his army. 

Vefpafian, having refolved to make an ex- 
curfion into Galilee, iffued marching orders 
to his troops, according to the military difcipline 
of the Romans, and departing from Prolemais, 
encamped his army on the frontiers of Galilee. 
He might, indeed, have advanced farther, but 
his ftopping there was defigned to ftrike a terror 
into the enemy by the formidable appearance of 
his army. In this conjecture he was not de- 
ceived, for the news of his approach threw the 
Jews into the greateft confternation; and Jo- 
feph’s followers, who were encamped at fome 
diftance from Sepphoris, deferted their. leader, 
even before the enemy came in fight. Being 
thus abandoned, and finding that the fpirits of 
the Jews were entirely depreffed, that the ma- 
jority of his people had already joined the ene- 
my, and that the reft feemcd inclined to. follow 
their example, he retreated to Tiberias, ac- 

.companied by a few of his people whom he 
could truft, and who ftill maintained their fi- 
delity. 

The firft place Vefpafian laid fiege to after his 
arrival in Galilee, was the city of Gadara, which 
not having a fufficient number of inhabitants to 
defend it, he fubdued, with very little difficulty, 
on the firft afaule. The natural enmity of the 


Romans againft the Jews, together with a prin- | 


ciple of revenge for their having defeated Ceftius, 
induced them to put the inhabitants of the town 
promifcuoufly to the fword; and, not fatisfied 
with fetting fire to the conquered city, they 
burnt, and utterly laid wafte, the neighbouring 
{mall towns and villages, and fubjected the inha- 
bitants to Mlavery. 

In the mean time Jofeph (the leader of the 
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Jews in Galilee) left Tiberias, and retired to 
the ftrong city of Jotapata, which gave great 
encouragement to the Jews of that place. . Jo- 
feph’s'retreat was foon made known to Vefpafiat 
by a deferter, who advifed the befieging of Jaz 
tapata, obferving that, if Jofeph could be taken, 
the war muft inevitably terminate to the difad- 
vantage of the Jews. Pleafed with this infor- 
mation, and hoping to get into his power the 
perfon whom he confidered as the moft formi- 
dable of his enemies, Vefpafian difpatched Placi- 
dus and Aebutius (the Jatter of whom was one of 
the moft celebrated men of the army for bravery 
and military fkill) with a thoufand cavalry, com- 
manding them to environ the city with the 
greateft expedition, and, if poffible, prevent the 
efcape of Jofeph. 

The next morning Vefpafian iffued orders for 
his whole army to march, and, in the afternoon 
of the fame day, encamped about feven furlongs 
to the north of the city. The Romans being 
greatly fatigued by their march, did not attempt 
any thing till the next morning, when they be- 
gan to affault the city, which was defended with 
great bravery. Vefpafian ordered the bow-men 
and flingers to compel the Jews to defert the 
walls, while himfelf, with a body of infantry, 
began an affault from an eminence conve- 
nient for battering the place; but Jofeph, at 
the head of the Jews, made fo furious an at- 
tack on the enemy, that he compelled them to 
retreat. 

The next day the befiegers renewed the af- 
fault, and inthis action both parties difplayed 
the moft diftinguifhed inttances of valour. The 
Jews were encouraged by the undaunted firmnefs 
and refolution with which, contrary tothe moft 
fanguine expectations, they had fuftained the 
firft affault; and the fhame of having been re- 
pulfed invigorated the fpirits of the Romans. 
Notwithftanding the great danger and difficulty 
of the enterprize, the latter continued to purfue 
their attacks with the utmoft vigour, while the 
Jews, regardlefs of their great numbers and 
ftrength, made frequent fallies againft them with 
confiderable advantage. 

The city of Jotapata was fituated on a rock, 
and utterly inacceffable, except on the north, 
where a part of it ftood on the brow of a moun- 
tain. ‘This quarter Jofeph caufed to be ftrongly 
fortified, thereby precluding the enemy from 
taking advantage of another mountain by which it 
was overlooked, and which, with the other moun- 
tains adjoining, fo entirely enclofed the place, 
that it could only be feen at a very {mall diftance. 

After feveral days fruitlefs attempt, Vefpafian, 
finding the place fo admirably fituated for defence, 
and that he had co contend with an intrepid and 
determined enemy, affembled a council of his 
principal officers, in order to debate on the moft 
proper means of obtaining a victory.: The iffue 
of this deliberation was, that a large terrace 
fhould be raifed on that fide of the city which 
appeared to be the leaft capable of refiftance. Ac- 
cordingly, the whole army was employed in the 
work, which they purfued with furprizing rapi- 
dity, and the utmolt efforts of the Jews to oppofe 
them proved ineffectual. Sige 

In the mean time Jofeph ordered the wall of 
the city to be raifed in proportion to the advance- 
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ment of the enemy’s work. The Jews, at firft, 
déclined the undertaking, urging the impoffi- 
bility of purfuing their bufinefs, as they fhould 
be continually expofed to the enemy. To re- 
move thefe fears, Jofeph fuggefted the following 
invention, as a defence again{t fire, ftones and 
other weapons. He caufed large ftakes to be 
fixed in the ground, and raw hides of beafts to 
be ftretched upon them, the yielding quality of 
which would prevent any material effect from 
the lances and ftones, and at the fame time their 
moifture would damp the fire of the enemy. The 
Jews, thinking themfelves fecure through Jo- 
feph’s contrivance, continued indefatigably in- 
duftrious in the work both night and day; and 
they foon erected a wall feveral cubits high, on 
which were formed towers and flrong embattle- 
ments. 
Vefpafian now relinquifhed all hopes of fub~ 
duing the place by ftorm; he therefore blocked 
it up, flattering himfelf with the expe&s.ion, 
that by cutting off all communication, the con- 
fequent neceffities of the people would perform 
the bulinefs of the fword, or, at leaft, render 
them incapable of making any advantageous re- 
fifttance. There was an abundant fupply of 
corn and all other neceffaries in the town, ex- 
cepting water, which latter article they only re- 
ceived fromthe clouds, there being neither {pring 
or fountain within the walls of the city. The 
profpect of a fearcity of water induced Jofeph, 
who was determined not to abandon himfelf to 
defpair, to limit each man to a daily allowance, 
in confequence of which a univerfal difcontent 
prevailed among the people. This circumftance 
could not be concealed from the Romans, who, 
from an adjacent hill, obferved the people af- 
fembled to receive their refpective portions, and 
were otherwile informed of the general difcontent 
which had taken place on that occafion. Vef- 
pafian was in continual expectation of making 
himielf mafter of the town; but Jofeph, to con- 
vince him that he was not likely to fucceed from 
their diftrefs for want of water, hit upon the fol- 
lowing ftratragem: he caufed great numbers of 
wet cloths to be hung upon the battlements, 
which were no fooner oblerved by the Romans, 
than they concluded a fcarcity of water could 
not prevail in the town, as in that cafe they 
would hardly make ufe of fuch an article in fo 
profufe a manner. In confequence of this, Vet- 
pafian, no longer entertaining hopes that the 
enemy would furrender through want of the ne- 
ceffaries of life, had again recourfe to arms. This 
proved a circumttance highly agreeable to the 
Jews, who, being reduced to the greateft diftrets, 
entertained the mott terrible apprehenfions of fal- 
ling miferable facrifices to famine, to which they 
infinitely preferred a glorious death in the field. 
In the midft of this diftrefs, Jofeph recollec- 
ted, that on the weft fide of the city, there was a 
hollow or gutter in a place fo little frequented, 
that it was not likely to have been obferved by 
the enemy. In confequence of this he fent met- 
fengers to the Jews without the city, requefting 
them to caufe water and other neceffaries to be 
conveyed to him through this paffage, and, as a 
proper fecurity to the meffengers, he ordered 
them to be covered with hides of beafts, and to 
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go on their hands and feet, that, in cafe of being 
obferved by the watch, they might be miftaken 
for dogs and other animals. - Pook. 

This fcheme had, for foie time, the defired 
effe&, and an intercourfe was maintained be«~ 
tween thofe without the city and thofe within, to 
the great fatisfaction of the latter. But at length 
the Romans difcovered the project, which they 
effectually deftroyed by clofely blocking up the 
paffage, and thereby cutting off all communica- 
tion whatever. 

Jofeph now perceived that it would be fruitlefs 
to attempt a longer defence of the city, and 
therefore he joined with feveral of the principal 
men in fuggefting the means of efcape.. The 
people, fufpecting on what fubjeét they were met 
to deliberate, repaired in great multitudes to Jo- 


feph, earneltly fupplicating, that as he was the 


only man from whom they could expect relief, 
he would not defert them in their chen extremi- 
ty; obferving, that while he was fecure they 
could not defpair of fuccefs, and declaring that 
they could not die more honourably than while 
acting in obedience to his commands. They 
told him that if it fhould prove their misfortune 
to fall into the power of the Romans, he would 
acquire the immortal fame of having equally 
{corned to fly from the enemy, or defert the 
people under his protection: that by leaving . 
them he would manifeft a condué fimilar to that 
of a man taking upon him the command of a 
fhip in temperate weather, and abandoning it in 
a ltorm: they likewife added, that after lofing 
the only man in whom they could place a confi- 
dence of fuccefs, they could no longer cherifh 
the hope of relieving their country. 

Jofeph, who was unwilling to have it believed 
that his intention was engroffed on the means 
of providing for his own fafety, told them, that 
if they were compelled to furrender, his remain- 
ing with them could not poffibly operate in their 
favour; whereas, if he obtained his liberty, he 
might be able to draw an army out of Galilee 
futticiently early to raife the fiege; and that his 
continuing in the city would be produétive of 
unfortunate inftead of happy confequences, fince 
the expectation of making him a prifoner would 
induce the Romans to continue a vigorous pro- 
fecution of the fiege, which they might probably 
decline if he could effect an efcape. 

Bur theie arguments, inftead of reconciling 
the multitude, rendered them ftill more impor- 
tunate, and with the moft bitter lamentations 
they urgently fupplicated that he would ftill con- 
tinue his protection to them. -Impreffed with 
tendernels and gratitude towards the people, 
Jofeph confidered that if he remained in the 
town, they would attribute his compliance with 
their réqueit to the influence they had over him, 
and that if he perfifted in a refufal, they might 


| probably detain him by force; and therefore, 


refolved to fhare the common danger, he ad- 
dreffed them as follows: ‘“* My dear friends, 
“and faithful countrymen, the period is arrived, 
“© when we are required to exert our utmoft bra- 
“© very, fince in that alone we can place our hopes 
“© of fatery. If we lofe our lives our reward will 
«© bea large fhare of honour, and our names will 
“ be endeared to the lateft poftericy.” ie 

13 
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This addrefs was received with univerfal fatis= 
faction by the people, immediately: after‘which 
Jofeph, at. the head of the moft courageous, of 
the Jews, affaulted the enemy's guards, whom he 
compeHed to defert their trenches, and retreat 
tothe camp. , 
Jofeph and his army now defended themfelves 
againft the power of the Romans with the moft 
aftonifhing power and refolution. This they 
continued todo for the fpace of forty days, when 
a deferter repréfented to Vefpafian the ftate of 
the town, informing him that, through the lofs 
of men, and the hard duty which the furvivors 
were obliged inceffantly to perform, the garrifon 
was fo reduced, that it muft neceffarily furrender 
to'a vigorous attack, and more efpecially if ad- 
vantage was to be taken of a favourable oppor- 
tunity for making the affault by furprize. He 
likewife ftrongly advited the Roman general to 
attempt the enterprize before day-light, when 
the Jews would not be apprehenfive of danger, 
and the vigilance of the guard abated by fatigue 
and an inclination to fleep. 

Vefpafian, being fenfible that the Jews pof- 
feffed a remarkable fidelity to each other, which 
the moft excruciating torments could net force 
them to violate, was unwilling, at firft, to put 
any confidence in what the deferter had related. 
He had been witnefs to a recent inftance of the 
amazing conftancy and refolution of the Jews, 
in the cafe of one of Jofeph’s people, who being 
made a prifoner, and interrogated refpecting the 
ftlate of the city, refufed to divulge a fingle cir- 
cumftance, and perfifted in that refolution during 
the moft exceflive torments, and while he was 
undergoing the fentence of crucifixion. Confi- 
dering, however, thatthe information of the de- 
ferter might poffibly be founded in truth, and 
that no ill confequences were likely to enfue from 
his appearing to believe that to be the cafe, Vef- 
pafian ordered the man to be fecured, and every 
neceffary preparation to be made for the attack. 

The Roman army began a filent march at an 
appointed hour of the night, which had been 
previoufly agreed upon agreeable to the plan 
Jaid down by the deferter. On their arrival at 
the walls of the town, finding the centinels afleep, 
they immediately difpatched them, and, without 
the leaft moleftation, entered the city, followed 
by a large body of troops under the command 
of the tribune Placidus. Notwicthftanding it 
was open day before the Romans gained pof- 
feffion of the fort, and made themfelves mafters 
of the town, the Jewifh army was fo exhaufted 
and fatigued by inceffant Jabour and watching, 
that they did not entertain the leaft idea of their 
danger till the enemy had actually gained their 
point; and even thofe who were awake were al- 
moft equal ftrangers to the misfortune, as they 
could nor clearly diftinguifh objets on account 
of a thick fog which then prevailed, and-con- 
tinued till the whole Roman army had gained 
admittance into the city. 

The Romans, recollecting the fufferings they 
had undergone during the courfe of the fiege, 
laid afide every fentiment of humanity and com- 
paffion towards the befieged. They threw many 


of the Jews from the top of the fort, who were | 


inftantly killed by the fall; and others, who had 
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courage enough to make refiftance, were either 
preffed to death by the immenfe crowds of the 
enemy, or forced down precipices, and killed by 
the ruins; which fell from above: Such of the 
guards as firft obferved the city to be taken fled 
to a turret on the walls, where they were at- 
tacked by the enemy, againft whom, for fome 
time, they madea refolute defence: Being op- 
prefled by numbers, they offered to capitulate ; 
but their propofals were rejected, and the whole 
put tothe fword: Every Jew, who was-met by 
the Romans on that day, was put to inftant 
death; and during fome following days they 
carefully fearched for fuch as had concealed 
themfelves in private places, all of whom, except 
women and children, they deftroyed. Having 
thus obtained a compleat victory, Vefpafian, after 
withdrawing his forces from the town, ordered 
the fortrefs to be burnt, which was accordingly 
done, and the whole city laid in ruins. 

The Romans, induced partly by perfonal en- 
mity, and partly by an officious zeal to ingratiate 
themfelves into the favour of their general, af- 
fiduoufly employed themfelves in fearching every 
part of the adjoining country, in order to find 
out the leader of the Jews. It was Jofeph’s 
fortune to efcape through the midft. of his ene- 
mies, and to find adeep pit, having a paflage 
leading to a fpacious cavern, in which he dif- 
covered forty diftinguifhed Jews who had there 
taken fanctuary, and were fupplied with fufficient 
neceffaries to aft them feveral days. ‘The enemy 
being in poffeffion of the whole adjacent coun- 
try, Jofeph judged it unfafe to venture abroad 
by day, and:therefore he left his. retreat only by 
night, with a view of difcovering if there re- 
mained any probability of effecting an cfeape; 
but finding the enemy exceeding vigilant, he 
repeatedly returned to the. cavern delpairing of 
fuccefs. On the third day he was betrayed by a 
woman, in confequence of which Vefpafian dif- 
patched Paulinus and Gallanicus, two tribunes, 
to the place where he was fecreted, authorifing 
them toaffure Jofeph, that, on condition of leav- 
ing his retreat, he fhould meet with a kind ard 
honourable reception. Jofeph, confcious that 
the injuries the Romans had fuftained at his hands 
entitled him to punifhment rather than reward, 
thought it unfafe torely on Veipafian’s word of 
honour, and therefore he declined the propofal. 
In confequence of this Vefpafian fent another 
tribune, named Nicanor, who had long been 
intimately acquainted with Joleph, and was, in 
faét, his moft finvere friend. Nicanor forcibly 
expoftulated with him on the impropriety of re- 
fufing to comply with Vefpafian’s requeft: he 
repretented to him the gencrofity and benevo-. 
lence of the Romans towards thofe they con- 
quered:: that fo far from Vefpafian's entertaining 
an enmity againft him, he highly efteemed him 
as being a man of fingular intrepidity, and pof- 
feffed of other eminent virtues; and that the 
Roman general muft indifputably have favour- 
able views, fince he condefcended to propofe 
terms to a man who was already fubject co his 
power. ‘* Can you imagine, faid. Nicanor, that 
*€ Vefpafian would employ a friend in an office 
86 of treachery ; or thar 1 would accept from 
“ him fo difhonourable a commillon ?” 
Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding thefe remonftrances, Jofeph, 
for fome time, declined a compliance; but at 
fength, from the very forcible arguments and 
advice of Nicanor, he agreed to fubmis. In con- 
fequence of this. his. compansons imftantly drew 
their fwords, anct threatened, if he furrendered to 
put him to death. Jofeph, being apprehkenfive 
that they might carry their defigns into execu- 
tion, was defirous of avoiding fo horrid an in- 
tention ; to effect which he addreffed: them as fol- 
lows: Why, my good friends, do you fuffer 
* yourfelves to be fo far tranfported by the vio- 
** Jence of paffion, as to cherifh the idea of fe- 
parating the foul and body, which are fo in- 
timately united by nature? To fall by the 
hand of a victor in a war maintained according 
to the laws of arms is, without difpute, a 
glorious fate. I fhould make no greater diffi- 
culty of taking away my own life than of re- 
queiting a Roman to perform that office: but 
*« if the Romans are inelined to fhew mercy to 
‘an enemy, will reafon juftify chat enemy in 
«s having no mercy on himfelf ? No death can 
‘© be more honourable than that of the man who 
*¢ yields his life to the fuperior power of an ad- 
verfary that means to deprive him of the in- 
eftimable bleffing of liberty. But the Ro- 
mans with not our deaths; and all animofity 
fhould now ceafe; for the caufe of our coh- 
tention is atan end. Vhe man who rejects 
life when his duty requires him to preferve it, 
is as pufillanimeus as he who, in oppofition 
to the dictates of honour, trembles to meet his 
fate. Is it not from the fear of death alone, 
that we hefitate co yield to the Romans? Shall 
we precipitate ourfelves into certain deftrue- 
tion for the purpofe of avoiding a threatened 
danger, which probably may not arrive? If 
you conceive that we ought to die to avoid 
“€ flavery, I muft requeft you to recolleét, that 
we enjoy not liberty in the miferable fituation 
to which we are now reduced. If you fup- 
pole him to be a brave man who deprives him- 
felf of life, [ would afk what opinion you 
would form of the commander of a veffel 
who, during a calm, fhould fink his fhip 
from an apprehention that a tempeft might 
arife > Vhe defire of preferving life is a prin- 
ciple implanted in the whole animal creation ; 
and therefore to deprive ourfelves of exiftence 
is to violate the order of nature, and offer a 
facrilegious infult to God. If we defire to 
live, may we not indulge that defire, fince we 
have given exemplary proofs of our courage 
and virtue? But if we are refolved to die, let 
us fall by the hands of our conquerors. We 
fhalk have no caule for regret if the Romans 
prove treacherous; but on the contrary, we 
thal} refign our lives with pleafure, fince we 
fhall enjoy the fatisfaction of knowing that the 
perfidy of the enemy muit neceffarily diminish 
the glory of their victory, and render them 
s¢ infamous to the lateft polierity.” 

Jofeph imagined that thefe arguments would 
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have induced the Jews to relinguifh the deter-- 


mination of putting an endto his life; bur in 





* While Jofeph was-with his companions in the cavern, 
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this he found himfelf miftaken, for inftead. of 
appeafing, his addrefs ‘provoked them to the 
ucmo& extravagance of rage: they! approached 
him with their {words drawn, upbraided him in 
the moft fevere: terms 4s being of a contempti- 
bly irrefolute difpofition, and threatened him 
with. inftant death. Thus fituated, Jofeph ad- 
dreffed his companions in the moft foothing 
manner, which feldom fails. to gain refpect from 
thofe who have been accuftomed to obey: he 
called one by his name, took another by the hand, 
and endeavoured to engage the attention of the 
reft by arguments and fuch other means as he con- 
ceived to be beft adapted for obtaining the end 
he had inview. Thus, by a fimgular addrefs in 
applying to the various humours and difpofitions 
ot his companions, Jofeph averted the danger 
that threatened him. ‘Fhe. rage of the Jews 
fubfided,. their efteem and veneration for their 
general revived, and they freely gave him his 
liberty to aét ashe fhould think proper. Being 
thus relieved from the extremity to which he was 
reduced by the Romans on one hand, and by 
hisown countrymen on the other, Jofeph fur- 
}rendered himfelf to Nicanor, who immediately 
conducted him to Vefpafian. 
| The defire of feeing Jofeph appear before the 
Roman general caufed prodigious numbers of 
people to aflemble, fome of whom rejoiced to fee 
that he was alive, while others vented menaces 
,and the moft bitter execrations againft him. 
Thofe who were fuficiently near to obferve his 
perfon recollecteck the many extraordinary inci- 
dents of his life, amd reflecting on his then fitu- 
ation, were greatly aftonifhed on the compari- 
‘fon. Notwithftanding the inveteracy which the 
Roman general had entertained againft Joleph, 
they tenderly compaffionated him in his captivi- 
ty: but Titus was moft particularly affected, 
for on account of his advanced age, and the un- 
conquerable dignity of his mind in the mof ex- 
treme dangers and diftreffes, he entertained a 
great veneration for Jofeph, whofe former ele- 
vated {tation and great exploits, together with 
the humiliating condition to which he was now 
reduced, he maft ferioufly confidered, and then 
proceeded to make fome reflections on the 
chance of war, and the mutability of human af- 
fairs. Thofe who heard Titus adopted his fenti- 
|ments; and he greatly contributed towards the 
prefervation of Jofeph, by influencing Vefpafian 
in his favour. 
.  Vefpafian intimated his intentions of fending 
Joteph to Nero, and ordered him to be kept a 
clofe prifoner. In confequence of this Jofeph 
requefted to have an audience with Vefpafian, 
which being granted, he was condutted. to the 
general’s apartment, from whence every perfoa 
was difmiffed, except ‘ditus and two of his 
friends, In the prefence of thefe Jofeph, ad- 
dreffing himfelf to Vefpafian, fpoke as follows: 
“© You fee me here, fir, your prifoner, and 
** perhaps you confider me in no other charac- 
‘© ter; but believe me Iam no lefs than a mef- 
* fenger fent by Providence to impart. to you 
‘* a matter of the higheft importance weg fad 
: “BOE 





he had a moft remarkable vifion, in which were communi- 
: : . . cate 
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s T not been charged with this commifiion I 
s© fhould have acted confiftent with.the character 
** of a Jewifh general, and have died rather than 
*© have fubmitted: to be made a prifoner. It is 
unneceffary to fend. me to Nero, fince Vef- 
pafian is fo near fucceeding to the empire, 
which, upon his deceafe, will devolve on his 
fon Titus. Let me be kept a prifoner, and 
guarded with unremitting circumfpection: I 
only requeft to remain the prifoner of Vefpa- 
fian, who, by. the right of conqueft, is be- 
come the mafter of my life and liberty, and 
will, in a thort time, be advanced to the fo- 
vereignty of the Roman empire. If it thall 
hereafter appear that I have made ufe of any 
artifice to induce you to repofe confidence in 
an impofter, you will perform an act of juftice 
in fubjeéting me to the moft fevere and exem- 
‘plovy punifhment.” 

t firft Vefpafian confidered Jofeph’s addrefs 
as a mere fiction, contrived for the purpofe of 
obtaining his favour; but experiencing certain 
indications, and finding them exactly correfpond 
with what Jofeph had related, his doubts gradu- 
ally fubfided, and he gave full confidence to the 
prediction. One of the perfons who was permit- 
ted to be prefent at the interview obferved to Jo- 
feph, that fince he pretended to a knowledge of 
future events, he.requelted to be informed by 
what means it happened that he remained igno- 
rant of the deftruction of fotapata, and of his 
own captivity. To which Jofeph replied, he 
had. predicted to the inhabitants that the town 
would be conquered, and himfelf made a pri- 
foner by the enemy. In confequence of this re- 
ply, Vefpafian ordered a fecret enquiry to be 
made among the Jewifh prifoners relative to the 
truth of what he had afferted : this was accordingly 
done, and the Jews confirming every particular 
related by Joleph, the general was induced to 
judge more favourably of what he had foretold 
refpecting himtelf. ; 

Jofeph continued to be guarded with the great- 
eft circumfpection ; but the irkformenefs or eek 
finement was, in a great degree, mitigated by 
his being allowed every accommodation, and 
convenience, together with the particular refpect 
and kindnefs which he received from Titus. 

After the conqueft of Jotapata, and the total 
deftruction of that city, Vefpafian repaired with 
his army to Ceefarea, where he took up his winter 
quarters; but that he might not overburthen the 
inhabitants of that city, he fenct the fifth and 
tenth legions to Scythopolis. 

Early in the enfuing fpring Vefpafian renewed 
his operations, againit the Jews. . He fent his 
fon Titus at the head of a confiderable army into 
one part of Judea, whilft himfelf went into ano- 
ther ; and between them they reduced the moft 
principal places in that country, the inhabitants 
of fome of which quietly fubmitted ; but others 
after holding out with the utmoft refiftance in 
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cated to him the fuccefs and grandeur which the Romans 
fhould experience, and the miferies which fhould attend the 
Jews. Ie was likewile revealed to him that Vefpafian should 
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‘their power were conquered, and gréat numbers 
put to the fword. 

After thefe conquefts Vefpafian returned to 
Czfarea, where he formed the refolution of lay- 
ing fiege to Jerufalem ; but while he was making 
the neceffary preparations for this purpofe, he 
received an account of the death of Nero, after 
areign of thirteen years and eight days. - In con- 
fequence of this intelligence, Vefpafian fufpended 
his preparations for the expedition towards Jeru- 
falem. Finding that Galba was deftined to fuc-. 
ceed to the empire, he thought it would not be a 
prudent meafure to take fo important a ftep with- 
out exprefs orders for fo doing. He therefore 
difpatched his fon Titus to wait on Galba, at 
once to Congratulate him on the fucceffion to the 
empire, andtotake his direCtions how to actin 
the then exigency of affairs. King Agrippa 
(who was at this time in Caefarea) being defirous. 
to embark with Titus on this interefting occafi- 
on, they fer fail in the fame veffel; but while 
they were on their voyage (which was exceeding 
tedious owing to the contrariety of the wind) 
and nearto Achaia, they received intelligence 
that Galba was flain, after having governed only 
feven months, and that Orho fucceeded him, 
who reigned only three months. This change in 
affairs did not prevent Agrippa from profecuting 
his journey from Achaia to Rome; but Titus 
failed from thence to Syria, and proceeded with 
all expedition to his father at Czefarea. 

A fhort time after the return of Titus to Cae- 
farea, Vetpafian received intelligence that a civil 
war had broke out in Rome, occafioned by Vi- 
tellius, a daring and enterprizing man, who, on 
the death of Otho, had, with the affiftance of a 
great body of German foldiers, poffeffed himfelf 
of the fovereignty of the empire. Vefpafian was 
a man who had a juft opinion of the refpe& that 
fhould be fhewn to fuperiors, and was as well 
calculated to obey as to command ; but notwith- 
{tanding this, he was greatly chagrined to ac- 
knowledge the fupreme authority of him who 
rather feized the empire as a plunder, than be- 
came poffeffed of it as an honour. Ina word, this 
aftonifhing change in the public affairs affected 
him to fuch a degree, that he could no longer 
entertain any idea of profecuting foreign wars, 
when his country at home was diftracted by the 
moft difagreeable circumftances. Yet, though 
his indignation on the one hand urged him ta 
a fpeedy revenge, yet on the other he was de- 
terred trom putting his defign into execution, 
by the confideration of the difficulties and ha- 
zards that would attend fo long a journey in the 
midft of winter, befides the probability of many 
unexpected incidents which might happen before 
he could arrive in Italy. 

While Vefpafian was debating this fubjeét in 
his mind, the officers of his army (all of whom 
were thoroughly acquainted with the revolutions 
which had taken place in Rome) affociated ro- 


gether, 





become emperor, and that himfelf fhould be the meflenger 
of that intelligence ; and this it was that made him fo ftre- 
nuous in requefting his companions to {pare his life. 
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gether, and difcourfed with the utmoft freedom 
on the affairs of the ftate and government. Among 
other things they exclaimed moft viotently againit 
the German foldiers, who were the proteétors of 
Vitellius, ridiculing them as a band of diffolute 
and effeminate creatures, who would be afraid to 
face even the ufual terrors of war. ‘* What 
“© (faid they) fall people like thefe pot of 
‘t empires, or rather fell them to the_ igheft 
“¢ bidder? Is it poffible for them to imagine 
<< that we, who have undergone all the fatigue 
“« attending exceflive labour, till we are grown 
“¢ old in the ufe of arms; that we will ever fub- 
«« mit to be governed by an emperor chofen by 
«them, when we have a prince of our own who 
‘© ig much more worthy of the government? 
« Befides, if we omit the prefent opportunity of 
“ teftifying our gratitude for the numerous ob- 
« Jigations we owe to the generofity of Vefpa- 
< fian, it is not very probable that a fmilar 
« profpet of paying him the proper compli- 
<¢ ment willever again offer. Exclufive of thefe 
«© confiderations, the perfonal merit of Vefpa- 
«¢ fian hath as much better qualified him for the 
«< dignity of emperor than that of Vitellius, as 
« our merits have qualified us for the choice, 
«© beyond that of thofe who have elected him. 
“ With regard to Vefpafian, there can be no 
«< debate, or competition; for the fenate and 
“< people of Rome are entirely in his intereft; 
« por would they even liften to an infinuation 
« of the licentioufnefs and debauches of Vitel- 
« Jius being put in competition with the modeft 
«and temperate behaviour of Vefpafian ; for 
“c this, in faét, would be to prefer an abandoned 
«© tyrant toa humane prince. After all we have 
« faid, let ic be confidered what a_ ridiculous 
“« figure we fhould make, and how egregioufly 
« we fhould be duped; we, who, of aj} men 
“ living, have the greateft obligations to Vefpa- 
© fian; if the fenate themfelves fhould elect him 
“ emperor, and thus take out of our hands the 
* merit of fo d-ftinguifhed an action, while we 
© are idly debating on the method of proceeding 
«© in fuch an exigency.” 

To this purpofe was the converfation of the offi- 
cers under Vefpafian. Their firft meetings were held 
in a fecret manner; but having publicly declared 
their fentiments to the foldiers, all of whom agreed 
with them in opinion, they refolved to make 
choice of Vefpafian as emperor, and cntreated 
him to take under his protection an empire that 
was fhaken to its foundation. Vefpafian had, 
for along time, been the fupport of the empire ; 
bur he was fo far from being ambitious of the 
dignity of emperor, that he abfolutely declined 
it, declaring that he chofe rather to continue in 
that line of life to which he had been accuftom- 
ed, than accept of the pomp and dignity to 
which he was invited. But the more defirous 
Vefpafian was to avoid this compliment, the 
more earneftly did the people-prefs his acceptance 
of it; till ac length, on his repeated refufal, 
they advanced to hina with drawn fwords, and 
threatened his deftruétion if he any longer re- 
fufed accepting an honour of which he was fo 
deferving. Still, however, for a time, he re- 
fufed; but at length yielded to an importunity 
that was not to be refafted.. 
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The government of the. empire was no fooner 
accepted by Vefpafian, than Mucianus, and the 
other officers, joined with the whole body. of 
the army in requefting that he would immedi- 
diately march his forces againft Vitellius: but’ 
Vefpafian thought it would be moft prudent firft 
to bring over to his intereft the people of Alex- 
andria, by means of which he fhould obtain fuch 
advantages as would not only fecure himfelf, 
but, in all probability, crown his enterprize with 
faccefs. Egypt, on account of the prodigious’ 
quantity of carn which it produced, was deemed 
one of the moft important branches of the em- 
pire: wherefore Veipafian was of opinion that 
if he could but poffefs himfelf of that country, 
the people of Rome might be induced rather to 
expel Vitellius, than run the rifk of ftarving if 
they refufed fo to do, which would be the natu- 
ral confequence if they could not obtain proper 
affiftance from Egypt. hat 

Thefe obfervations being highly approved of 
by the officers, Vefpafian immediately wrote a 
letter to Tiberius, the then governor of Alexan- 
dria, informing him, that at the importunity of 
his foldiers he had been prevailed on to take the 
government into his own hands, and that he 
thought he could not aét more prudentiy than 
to requeft the favour of his advice and affiftance 
inthe office of adminiftration. Alexander had 
no fooner read this letter than, with the utmoft 
freedom and good-will, he took an oath of fide- 
lity to Vefpafian, and caufed the like to be done 
by all the inhabitants of the city. This oath 
was taken with every pofiible demonftration of 
joy and efteem; for they were previoufly in- 
formed of the good intentions of the new empe- 
ror, and confided in his virtue and honour. ‘Yi- 
berius made a generous ufe of the power entruf- 
ted to him for the public welfare, and immedi- 
ately began to make the neceffary preparations 
for receiving Vefpafian. 

Intelligence ot Vefpaficn’s being advanced to 
the dignity of ruling the empire was propagated 
with the utmoft fpeed through every part of the 
ealtern country ; and wherever this news arrived, 
it was fo grateful tothe people, that the inhabi- 
tants of the feveral cities kept a holiday on the 
occafion, and offered up their prayers that the 
reign of Vefpatian might be long and happy. 
Several ambaffadors, from Syria and other pro- 
vinces, waited on Vefpafian, with congratulatory 
addreffes on his being appointed to the govern- 
ment of the empire. Among the reft was Muci- 
anus, the governor of Syria, who gave him the 
utmoft affurance of the loyalty and affection of 
the people in general, which they had teftified, 
by chearfully taking the oath of fidelity to his 
perfon and adthority. 

‘Thete favourable circumftances flruck a deep 
unpreffion on the mind of Vefpafian, who could 
not help terioufly reflecting that they had lefs the 
appearance of being the work of chance, than 
the immediate effect of a difpofing Providence x 
and he thought it appeared that he had not been 
raifed to fo diftinguifhed an elevation by the 
power of fortune, but by Divine interpofition. 
Reflecling on this fubject there occurred to his 


{mind feveral prophencal hints which had hap- 


pened in the courte of his life, all tending to the 
fame 


Crap. Vii 
fameend. Among 


recur to the circuraftange; ef Jofeph, having, 
while ‘he remained a prifaner, and doring the 
life af Nero, called -him by the title of emperor. 
This fingular predi@ian. hance influence on 
the mind of Vefpafian, and the greater, becaufe 
the party was ftill his pritoner : wherefore, fend- 
ing for Mucianus, and others of his officers, he 
{poke to them of the Singular courage and bra- 


very of Jofeph, and how gallantly he had be-- 


haved himfelf at the fege of Jotapata. After 
this he mentioned feveral other particulars re- 
fpecting him, and at length adverted to the fub- 
ject of his predictions: “* Thofe (faid he) I at 
“¢ firtt imagined to be nothing more than con- 
“ trivances for his own prefervation; bur the 
«« event has proved that they were actually the. 
© refult- of Divine Providence: wherefore, my 
«« friends, it would be an indelible difgrace in me 
‘ longer to detain, in the abject condition of a 
* prifoner, the perfon who firft declared to me 
«* the news of my advancement,” 

Having faid this, Vefpafian inftantly fent for 
Jofeph, and, inthe prefence of the company, re- 
ftored him to his liberty. From this inftance 
of gratitude in Vefpafian, his officers formed: the 
moft favourable idea of their own fituation,, 
thinking that they, who were his faithful friends 
and fervants, fhould experience every indul- 
gence under fo kind a mafter. During this 
icene Titus was prefent, who, in a moft fubmif- 
five manner, hinted.to his father, that the fingle 
granting of liberty to Joleph was leaving the 
generofity of his plan incomplete: that his 
chains ought not only to be, taken off, but 
broken, for if that was not done, the difhonour 
of his imprifonment would remain with him, 
though his perfon was reftored to liberty. Vef- 
pafian, coinciding in this opinion, gave immedi- 
ate orders that his chains fhould be cut to 
pieces ; which circumitance not only gave the 
moft extenfive freedom to Jofeph, but fo raifed 
his reputation as a prophet, that every perfon 
was difpofed to give credit to any of his future 
predictions in as full and ample a manner as 
they had done to what he had already fore- 
told. 

A general council] was now held to confider the 
moft proper meafures to be caken in the then ex- 
igency.of affairs, in which it was refolved that 
Titus fhould profecute the war againft the Jews, 
and that Vefpafian fhould go to Alexandria, and 
ufe fuch methods as he thought advifeable for 
fuppreffing the difturbances at Rome, occafioned 
by the ufurper Vitellius. 

On Vefpafian’s arrival at Alexandria he was 
received by the people of that city with the ut- 
moft demonftrations of joy; and meafures were 
inftantly concerted for reducing Vitellius, and 
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-quieting the difturbances which then took place | 


at Rome. For this purpofe he difpatched a con- 
fiderable army of cavalry and foot, under the 
command of Mucianus, through Cappadocia and 
Phrygia into Italy, being afraid to truft his troops 
by fea during the winter feafon, 

In the mean time Antonius Primus (an excel- 
lent foldier who had been banifhed by Nero, but 
reftered by Galba, a friend to Vefpafian) marched 


at the bead of the third legion to give battle to_ 
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.:Vitelljus, the latter of whom being informed of 
_his intentions, fent a ftrong army, under thé | 
command of Czcinna to oppofe him. 
‘as Cacinna met Antonius (which. was on the. 
confines of Italy) he was ftruck with error. at 
the numbers, order and difcipline of his army. | 
| He was totally at a lofs how to. act: he did not 
dare to rifka battle, nor could he think of run- 


the reft he could not but. 
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As foon 


ning away from them ; and therefore, he chofe 
rather to be confidered. as a defester than a cow- 
ard. Having affembled his centurions, tribunes, 
and all the reft of his officers, he exerted the ut- 
moft power of his. oratory in a declaration of 
the different degrees of merit between Vefpafian 
and Vicellius. The one he extolled to the 
higheft degree, and depreciated’ the character of 
the other; and all this with a fixed defign to 
prevail on the foldiers of Vitellius to take part 
with Vefpafian. The fpeech he made on thisoc-. 
cafion was to this effect: “* Vitellius poffeffes 
*¢ nothing more than the name of an emperor 3 
whereas. the claim of Vefpafian is not only 
founded on the ftrifteft equity, but his very 
* perfon is ftamped with the indubitable marks 
«© of the imperial character. Befides, the troops 
«* of Vefpafian are fo numerous and well-chofen, 
se chat it will be in vain for usto think of enter- 
** inginto a conteft with him. This being the 
«© cafe, had we not beter now act the fame part, 
‘© as of our own choice and free-will, that we 
« fhall otherwife be compelled to do through the 
«© force of mere neceffity ? WhileI fay this, I 
«am certain that Vefpafian is able to carry his 
«© defign into execution without our aid or af- 
“ fiftance ; but Vitellius, fo far from being able to 
“© protect his adherents, is by no means in a con- 
«¢ dition to defend himfelf.” 

Thefe arguments were urged with fo much 
zeal, that Cazcinna obtained the point at which 
he laboured, and prevailed on his troops to go 
overto Antonius. Buton the following night 
Ceecinna’s people, partly repenting of what they 
had done, and partly in fear of the confequence, 
in cafe Vitellius fhould prove fuccefsful in the 
conteft, advanced in arage, with drawn fwords, 
to difpatch Czecinna, which they would have 
certainly done, had not the tribunes. ftrongly in- 
terpofed in his favour. Hereupon, they defifted 
from taking away his life, but infifted that, as 
a traitor, he fhould be immediately fent in 
chains to Vitellius. ; 

As foon as Antonius was informed of this 
event, he immediately went with a party to attack 
them as deferters. For fome time they made.a 
faint refiftance, but receded on the firft violent at- 
tack, and fied towards Cremona. Antonius, in- 
terpofing with his cavalry between the fugitives 
and the town, and entirely furrounding them, 
deftroyed great numbers on the fpot, and pur- 
fuing the reft, put the whole to the fword, except 
their general-Cecinna, whom he fet at liberty, 
and difpatched to Vefpafian with an account of 
the victory. 

After this defeat, Antonius marched with 
his army towards Rame, information of which 
being made known, to-Sabinus, the brother of 
Vefpafian, he that fame night affembled the city 
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guards, and poffefied himfelf ‘of the capical. 


On the following day great numbers of perfons, 
of 
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of diftinguifhed rank, joined his party, among 
whom was Domitian, brother to Titus, arid 
younger fon to Vefpafian. 

Vitellius paid little regard to the proceedings 


of Antonius, the principal view of his refent-— 


ment being dire€ted towards Sabinus, and the 
other perfons who had joined with him in the re- 
volt; and being by nature of a favage and fero- 
cious difpofition, but particularly fo to thofe of 


diftinguifhed rank, he difpatched’ a body of his ‘|} 
In this enterprize’ 


own troops to attack them. 
the moft fingular inftances of brayery were dif 


played on both fides; but in the end, the troops 


of Vitellius became victorious. Domitian and 
ether Romans of the firft rank, made their 
efcape, but the greater part of the people were 
deftroyed, and the victors, after plundering 
the temple of Janus, burnt it to the ground. 
‘With refpe&t to Sabinus, he was made prifonedr, 
and conducted to Vitellius, who ordered him im- 
mediately to be put to death. 

The next day Antonius arrived with his army, 
when a defperate battle enfued between him and 
the troops of Vitellius. The forces of Antonius 
being divided, they engaged in three different 
parts of the city at the faine time, and the con- 
teft was continued for that day without any ma- 
teria] advantage on either fide. Early the next 
morning Mucianus with his army entered Rome, 
and joining that of Antonius, the attack was 
renewed with the utmoft vigour, and the troops 
of Vitellius being defeated were all put to the 
f{word. 

Thus was this mighty city, taken by her own 
natural fubjects; and as it was fatal to many 
thoufands, fo likewife was it to Vitellius himfelf, 
whom the foldiers dragged out of his palace, 
(and without hearkening to any entreaties, bind- 
ing his hands behind him, and throwing an hal- 
ter about his neek) drew him into the public fo- 
rum, thro’ the main ftreet called Via Sacra. Ashe 
went along they ufed the moft opprobrious lan- 
guage, and treated him with the greateft indig- 
nity they could project: they pelted him with 
dung and filth, and held the point of a fword 
under his chin to prevent his conceating his 
face. At length they conducted him tothe com- 
mon place of execution, where, with many 
blows and wounds, they difpatched him in 
the 56th year of his age, and aftera fhort reign 
of only eight months. Having wreaked their 
vengeance thus, they dragged his body from the 
fpot where they had killed him, and threw it into 
the river Tiber; after which they ndt only made 
his brother, and only fon, burt likewife all 
whom they met with of his party, victims to their 
refentment. 

As foon as the fury of this carnage was over, 
the Roman fenate affembled, ‘and, with unani- 
mous confent, not only declared Vefpaftan em- 
-peror, but confered the title of Ceefar upon his 
two fons Titus and Domitian ; nominating the 
former to be conful with his father for the enfu- 
ing year, and the latter to be praetor with confu- 
Jar power. They likewife rewarded Mucianus 
and Antonius, with feveral others, for contri- 


buting to this happy revolution; and difpatched. 


couriers to Vefpafian at Alexandria, to tender 
him their homage and obedience, and to defire 
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the people madttwo feftivals, one for their de- | 
liverance front fife tyranny of Vitellius, and the’ 
other Gre Rey advancement of Vefpafian 
to the governmett of the empire.—But it is now 
time to return to Titus. 

"Before Vefpafian left Judea, he, by the advice 


| of his councif, committed the management of 


the war againit the Jews to his fon Titus, welt 


‘knowing Ris extraordinary valour and {kill for 


fuch-' an- undertaking. Himfelf had reduced 
moft of the country, except Jerufalem ; but Je- 
rufalem was the capital city, fortified with three 
walls on every fide, except where it was fenced 
with deep vallies, having the caftle of Antonia, 
the temple, the palace of Acra, the towers on 
mount Sion, and feveral other places almoft im- 
pregnable ; fo that great confultation, and a 
preparation of many materials, were required to 
carry on fuch a fiege. 

The mhabitants of Jerufalem had been, fora 
long time, in the moft diftreffed fituation, owing 
to the feveral parties and factions which had 
taken poffeffion of different parts of the city, 
and were not ‘only murdering each other, but, 
in their rage and madnefs, deftroyed fuch a 


| quantity of provifions as might have ferved the 


city for feveral months. 

Jerufalem was involved in thefe fad circum- 
ftances, when Titus, with a powerful army, and 
aH kinds of warlike engines, approached, and 
fat ctown within fix or feven furlongs of the city 
a little before the feaft of the paffover. By thefe 
means he fhut up an inftnite number of people 
who had come from all parts to that folemnity, 
which, in a fhort time, occalioned a great con- 
fumption of their provifions. 

On the firft appearance of fo formidable an ar- 
my, the feveral factions unanimoufly agreed to 
oppofe it; in confequence of which they fallied 
out with great refolution and fury, and putting 
the Romans to diforder, obliged them to aban- 
don their camp, and fly to the mountains. But 
the Jews were at lalt repulfed, and driven into 
the city by Titus, who particularly diftinguithed 
himfelf asa courageous and expert warrior. 

When Titus had properly placed his engines 
(which was not done without great oppofition) 
he battered the outward walls, and, on the third 
day of May, making a breach, entered, and took 
poffeffion, of the northern quarter of the city, 
as far as the caftle of Antonia, and the valley 
of Kedron. Having done this, he gave the 
befieged a poffible affurances of pardon and 
civil treatment if they would but fubmic; but 
they judging his offer to be the effect of cowar- 
dice, refufed to accept of any terms or condi- 
tions whatever. 

On the fifth day after this Titus broke through 


the fecond ‘wall, and though the betieged made 


feveral’ fallies, and drove him out again, ‘yet he 
recovered the place, and-poffeffed himfelfof the 
lower city. 

Though Titus was now thoroughly convinced, 
in his own mind, that he could by force of arms, 
ealily make a compleat conqueft of the city, yet 
he was willing, if poffible to effect it without any 
farther lofs of blood. He therefore, in che firft 


‘place, fent a meffenger to the Jews, sequen 
hat 
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that they would have fo much regard to their 
own intereft as to furrender a place, of which 
he could, at anytime, make himfelf mafter. But 
this not anfwering his wifhes, he difpatched Jo- 
feph to them, thinking that when they were 
addreffed by their own countryman, and ina 
language familiar to them, it might probably 
be attended with fuccefs. In conformity to the 
directions given by Titus, Jofeph firft walked 
through feveral parts of the city, after which, 
ftopping on an elevated fpot, within the hearing 
of the enemy, he addreffed them in words to this 
effect: « Countrymen and friends, itis my ear- 
“* neft requelt, that if you have any efteem for 
“© your lives and liberties, any veneration for 
‘your city, your temple and your country, you 
“* will, on the prefent occafion, give a proper 
“© teftimony of your fenfibiliry, and learn, even 
** from {trangers and enemies, to have a proper 
** regard to your own intereft. You may have 
“* obferved, that the Romans entertain fo great 
“© aveneration for facred things, that they make 
‘a fcruple of feizing any thing that is holy ; 
** and this they do, though they never prefumed 
** to have any fhare, concern or intereft in your 
** communion: whereas you, on the contrary, 
** inftead of protecting the religion in which you 
** were educated, feem confpiring to compleat 
“‘ its deftru€tion. Are you not by this time 
** convinced that, your fortreffes being beaten 
“© down, and a great part of your walls left ina 
“* defencelefs condition, your weaknefs is fuf- 
“* ficiently expofed, and that it is an abfolute 
“ impoffibility to fupport yourfelves much 
** longer againft fo formidable a power as that 
“* with which you have to contend. It is true, 
“* that engaging in the caufe of liberty is a glo- 
“* rious tafk, provided it be undertaken before 
“« that liberty is likely to be loft or forfeited ; 
** but when the latter is the cafe, it is idle to 
“« think of attempting to throw it off, and all 
“ further endeavours will rather tend to pro- 
© duce a difzraceful death, than give the oppor- 
«© tunity of preferving a life of honourable free- 
«dom. A ftate of bondage to a mafter whom 
«* aman of honour would bluth to acknowledge 
“* his fuperior, is indeed a fcandalous flate; but 
* fubmiffion to a people whofe authority is ac- 
** knowledged by the whole world, is by no 
“© means difgraceful. Confcious of this truth, 
** your anceltors, who were more wile and pow- 
**’erful than you are, were induced to pay alle- 
** giance to the Romans, which they certainly 


a 
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“ would not have done had they not been fully, 
*© convinced that it was the will of Providence | 


“ they fhould fubmit. But wherefore would 
“* you any longer continue a conteft that is, in 
“ effect, already decided ? For if your walls were 
** yet perfect, and the fiege actually raifed, fo 
“* long as the Romans refolved nor to quit the 
‘* place, you muft foon be ftarved into fubmif- 
“ fion. Famine has already made great ha- 
‘* vock among you, and the calamity will daily 
“* encreafe, as there is no guarding againft the 
** confequence of the feverities of hunger. It 
“* will cherefore well become you to recollect 
“ yourfelves, and take advice while it may be 
“* ferviceable to you. ‘The Romans are of a 
** liberal difpoition, and will be ready to for- 
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*¢ give all that is paft, if you do not continue 
** to exafperate them till forgivenefs would look 
“ like weaknefs. But if’ you refift till they 
* ftorm the city, inftead of mercy, you will fa- 
* tally experience their refentment from the 
* point of the fword.” 

Thefe friendly admonitions made not the leaft 
impreffion on the perverfe Jews, who inftead of 
paying attention to them, treated Jofeph with 
the utmoft contempt, and; had he not been pro- 
perly guarded, would have put him to death. 

n confequence of this Titus refolved to proceed 
with the utmoft feverity againft them. Accord- 
ingly, when any fled from the city (which great 
numbers were conftrained to do on account of 
the want of provifions) they were no fooner ta~ 
ken than Titus ordered them to be fcourged and 
crucified. This, however, he did not do from 
motives of cruelty, but with a view of ftriking 
terror in the multitude, in hopes that they 
would the fooner give up all oppofition, and 
furrender themfelves to the fuperior force of 
his arms. 

Finding every method ineffectual to bring the 
Jews to fubmiffion, Titus, on the rath of May, 
began four mounts for his battering-rams, two 
near the caftle of Antonia, where he was in hopes 
of taking the temple, and two near the monu- 
ment of John the high-prieft, where he fuppofed 
he might, without much difficulty, break into 
the upper city. But in two bold fallies the be- 
fieged ruined and deftroyed the mounts, and, 
having burnt feveral battering-rams, and other 
engines, prefied forward, and broke into the very 
camp of the Romanus. At length they were re- 
pulfed by Titus, who (ina council of war) re- 
folved to furround the whole city with a wall, or 
intrenchment, to hinder the flight of the be- 
fieged, and to prevent all relief from coming 
into the city, thereby ftriétly verifying the words 
of Our Blefled Redeemer. The days fhall come 
upon thee, that thine enemies fhall caft a trench about 
thee and compafs thee around, and keep thee in on 
every fide, Luke xix. 43. 

This work was executed with fuch aftoriifhing 
celerity, that the whole was finifhed within the 
fpace of afew days. But it made no impreffion 
on the befieged, notwithftanding the famine 
began to rage with the moft horrid violence, 
and fuch a mortality enfued, that, within the 
fpace of three months no lefs than 115,080 
carcafes of the poorer fort were carried to be 
buried at the public charge, 600,000 were 
thrown out of the gates: and when the number 
of dead bodies increafed to fuch a degree that 
they had no place to bury them, they gathered 
them together in the largeft houfes adjoining, 
and there fhut them up. 

All this time the famine increafed to fuch a 
degree, that wives took the ineat out of their 
hufband’s mouths, children from their parents, 
and mothers from their children: old men were 
driven from their meat as perfons of no ufe, and 
young men tortured to confefs where their pro- 
vifions lay; finks and holes were continually 
raked to find offal for food, and the very foldiers 
(who were the laft that would want) began to eat 
girdles, fhoes, hay and other articles ; and, what 
was worlt of all, and the molt thocking to humag 
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nature, 2 woman of qualiry even boiled her own 
child with an intent toeat it. This ac appeared 
fo deteftable in the eyes of Titus, that (after 
having repeatedly offered peace and pardon to 
the Jews if they would fubmit, and as often re- 
ceived a denial) he publickly declared ** that 
«€ he would bury the abominable crime in the 
*€ ruins of their country, and not fuffer the fun 
** to thine upon that city, whofe mothers eat 
<€ their own children, and whofe fathers, no lefs 
* culpable, did, by their obftinacy, reduce them 
* toiuch an extremity.” 

With this refolution he ordered all the groves 
to be cut down within a confiderable diftance of 
the city, and caufing more mounts to be raifed, 
on the firlt of July he began to batter the wall 
of Antonia, and, on the fifth, entered the caftle 
by force, and purfucd the flying Jews: even to 
the temple. Both Titus and Jofephus again ex- 
horted them to furrender, but all to no purpofe : 
they abfolutely refufed every accommodation, 
and even boaited, that, rather than fubmit, they 
would glory in enduring the worft of miferies. 
Titus, hearing this, in order to make an ealy af- 
cent to the temple, ordered the fortrefs of An- 
tonia to be razel tothe ground, and having 
feized the north and weft porticos, or cloytters 
of che outward range of the temple, he fet them 
on fire, as the Jews did other porticos, to hinder 
the Romans from making their approaches, 

On the eighth day of Augult ‘Titus, perceiv- 
ing that the walls of the inner temple were too 
ftrony for the battering-rams, and that the 
foundation of the gates could not be undermined, 
was obliged to jet fre to them, yer itill with an 
intent, it poilible, to fave the temple itfelf; but 
it fo fell out that, on the tenth, acertain foldier, 
contrary to the commiand of the general, cait 
a flaming firebrand through the golden window 
into the chambers and buildings on the north 
fide, which inunediately fet them on fire. The 
utmoft endeavours were ufed to prevent the fatal 
efiects of this proceeding, but to no purpote. 
The flames ipread throughout the whole tabrick, 
and fooncantumed the molt beauciful ftructure 
that ever was crected ; while the Roinan foldiers, 
purfuing their victory with the moft imaginable 
fury and revenge, cut to pieces every perion they 
tound abour the temple, and then det fire to the 
retl of the buildings. 

During this ftate of general confufion, thofe 
who were the chiefs in the fedition, found means 
to retire to the upper and ftrongelt pare of the 
city, called Sion, fituated upon a tteep rock, 
where they endeavoured to defend themtelves to 
thelaft. Burt Titus, having raited his batteries, 
and made a breach in the wall, they Lott all their 
courage, abandoned the towers, which were 
their only ftrength, and in vain fought co efcape 





“-<-# ‘his [chn was the fon of one Levi, and one of the 
Pincipal men belonging to the city of Grichala. When 
Titus laid flege to tsat place, John, under pretence of fur- 
rendering it, made his efcape, and went, with a party of 
men, to jerufalcm, where, joining with the Zealots, and 
being naturally a crafty man, eloquent in fpeech, and am- 
bitiuws beycrd meaiure, he foon began to aflume a fovereign 

ower over the refit, and became the commander of one 
Fice: as Simon, the fon of Gioras, did of another. Si- 
mon, having gathered together great numbers of robbers 
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by hiding themfelves in vaults and privies, from: 
whence both John* and Simon (two principak. 
ringleaders of their different factions) were drag- 
ged out, and the former condemned to perpetual 
imprifonment, whilft the latter was preferved to. 


| grace the victor’s triumph, 


The Romans, having now gained the walls, 
and, with fhouts of joy, placed their colours. 
upon the towers, broke loofe all over the city, 
and ranged up and down the ftreets, killing alk 
that fell in their way without diftin@tion, till the. 
paffages were filled up with the carcafes, and the 
channels of the city ran down with blood, as if 
it had been to quench the fire, which was become,’ 
as It were One general conflagration. 

To this fatal end was the famous city of Je-' 

rufalem, after a fiege of above five months, re- 
duced, in the fecond year of Vefpafian’s reign, 
and thirty-eight years after Our Lord’s crucifixi- 
on. In this fiege it was computed that 1,100,000 
perifhed, and 97,000 were taken captives, befides’ 
2372499 (according to Jofephus) who fell in 
the wars which preceded it. 
_ The greater part of the buildings in the city be~ 
ing confumed by fire, and the foldiers having nei- 
ther rapine or object left for their rage and indig- 
nation to work upon, Titus ordered them to lay’ 
the remaining parts of the city and temple level 
with the ground : which order was fo punétually 
executed that (except three towers, which, for 
their ftrength and beauty were left as monuments 
to polterity of the once magnificence of the city) 
the whole was laid fo flat, that, when the Ro- 
mans left the place, it looked as if it had never 
been inhabited. 

While thefe things were tranfacting at Jerufa- 
lem, Vefpafian, who entered upon the govern~ 
ment in the ¢gth year of his age, was received 
at Rome with all imaginable joy and triumph by 
the people. They confidered him as the only 
perfon whofe virtues and excellencies could re- 
cover the Janguifhing State of the empire: nar 
were they miftaken, for he began immediately 
to act in conformity to what they had expected, 
by adminiftering juttice, and reforming the laws 
and cultoms of Rome, honourably rewarding 
thote who had ferved him, and pardoning his 
adverfaries with the moit fingular clemency. 

In the mean time the news of the conqueit of 
Jerufalem reached Rome, which occafioned the 
greateft rejoicings in that city, the people uni- 
verlally proclaiming the praifes of Titus, who 
had thewn himfelf {fo expert a foldier and com- 
mander; and in confequence of this a triumph 
was decreed both for him and his father, the 
latter having conducted the beginning of the 
war with no lefs eclat than the former had 
finithed it. 

When Titus returned to Rome he was ce 

wit 





and murtherers, went into the mountainous parts of the 
country, reduced all Idumea, and fome places in Judea; 
after which he encamped near Jerufalem, and was at length 
let in by the citizens to defend them againft John, who, at 
the head of the Zealots, did many cruel and tyranni.al 
aétions. So that Simon and his army were in the city, while 
John and his adherents were in the temple, fighting and de- 
moving one another, even while the enemy was at the 
walls, a. i 
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with the univerfal applaufe of the people, and, 
within a few days afrer, both the father and fon 
entered upon their triumph, which was mote fo- 
lemn. awd magnificent than had ever before been 
feenin Rome. Amongother rich and glorious 
fpoils were great quantities of gold taken out of 
the temple, and the body of the Jewifh law, 
which were exhibited to the view of the people. 
This was the firft rime that Rome ever faw the 
father and fon triumph together: and as Vefpa- 
fian built a new temple to Peace, wherein he de- 
pofited moft of the Jewifh {poils, fo Titus had 
a triumphal arch of great beauty and magnifi- 
eenfe ere&ted to his honour, whereon were in- 
f{cribed all his noble exploits againft the Jews, 
and which (as a lafting monument of the impiety 
and perverfenefs of that nation) remains almoft 
entire to this day. 
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With refpe& to Jofeph; (of Jofephus) after 
the deftruction of Jerufalem, Titus took him 
with him to Rome, where Vefpafian fhewed him 
great refpect, and (as himfelf tells us in his life) 
lodged him in his own houfe, made him a free 
citizen of Rome, affigned hima penfion, gave 
him Jands in Judea, and; above all, ordered him 
a public ftatue. Thefe favours Titus, when he 
came to the empife;, increafed, and, in honour. 
of him, had his Aiffory of the Wars of the Jews *; 
which was then finifhed, depofited in the public 
library. 

Such was the end of the once famous city of 
Jerufalem, and fuch the end of the Jewifh poli- 
ty; from which time thofe obftinate and perverfe 
people were no longer a nation, but have ever 
fince been difperfed and defpifed throughout the 
whole face of the earth. 
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Containing fome general Obfervations on the ftri@ Fulfilment of Our Bleffed Saviour’s Prophecies 
relative to the Deftruftion of Ferufalem, and the final End of the Fewifh Polity, 


S Our Bleffed Saviour had long been the 
A great object of prophecy, fo likewife was 
e a moft illuftrious prophet himfelf: as he ex- 
celled in all other fpiritual gifts and graces, fo 


was he eminent alfo, and gave ample proof of his | 


Divine commifiion by his prophecies as well as 
his miracles. He foretold not only his own paf- 
fion, death and refurrection, but alfo the manner 
and circumftances that attended them. He fore- 
told that his apoftles fhould be endowed with 
power from on high to fpeak with new tongues, 
and to work miracles; that they fhould go forth 
into all nations, and publifh the glad tidings of 
the Gofpel unto the different parts of the earth. 
He foretold the perfecutionsand fufferings which 
his difciples fhould undergo, as alfo the rejection 
of the Jews, and the calling of the Gentiles: 
that the number of his difciples, from finall be- 
ginnings, fhould encreafe wonderfully, as a little 
feed groweth into a tree, and a little leaven lea- 
veneth the whole lump: and that his church 
fhould be fo founded upon a rock, that it fhould 
ftand for ever, and all the powers of hell fhould 
not prevail againft it. At the time thefe pro- 
phecies were delivered, moft of them appeared 
contrary to all human apprehenfion, and were 
certainly impoffible to be forefeen by human 
prudence, or effected by human power ; and he 
muft be thoroughly acquainted with the hearts 
of men, and with the direétion and difpofition’ 





* This Hittosy is a continued account of the Jewihh af- 
fairs, from the taking of Jerufalem by Antiochus Epiphanes, 
down to the utter ruin of it by Titus ; but the moft confi- 
derable and valuable part of itis that of the fix lait years, 
where he defcribes the lat Jewith wars, the deitruction of 

erafalem, and the miferies of his countrymen, in the moft 
ively and aficSing manner. Befides this, Jofephus wrote 


of future events, who could foretell them with 
fuch certainty and exactnefs. 

But none of our Saviour’s prophecies are more 
remarkable than thofe relating to the deftruction 
of Jerufalem, which were delivered above forty 
years before they were to take effeét, and as no 
prophecies whatever were more punctually fulfil- 
led, fo they claim our moft ferious attention, 
being a thorough confirmation of what has been 
before afferted, as well as an undeniable teftimo- 
ny of the truth of Divine revelation. 

In particularizing the moft material paffages 
wherein Our Bleffed Lord predicted the deftruc- 
tion of Jerufalem, and the final ee of the 
Jewith polity, we fhall begin with the following: 
And when ye fhall fee Ferufalem compaffed with ar- 
mies, then know that the defolation thereof ts nigh. 
Then let them wich are in fudea flee to the Mcun- 
tates. Lukexxi. 20,21. This, faith Our Blef- 
fed Saviour, isthe abomination of defolation, [poken 
of by Daniel the prophet, in the ninth and ele- 
venth chapters. “Che Roman army is called the 
abomination, on account of its enfigns and images 
being highly offenfive to the Jews. St. Chry- 
foftom informs us that every idol, and every 
image of a man, was called an abomination among 
the Jews. For this reafon (as Jofephus informs 
us) the principal Jews earneftly entreated Vitel- 
lius, governor of Syria, when he was conduct- 
ing his army through Judea againft Aretas king 
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another hiftory, intitled, The Antiquities of the Jews, which 
was finifhed in the 13th year of Domitian, aud a great 
part of which is taken from the books of the Old Tefa- 
ment. He lkewife wrote an account of his own life, two 
treatifes againit Apion, and one concerning the martyrdom 
of the Maccabees, which Erafmus jaitly ftiles a matter- piece 
of its kind. 
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of the Arabians, to lead it another way; and he 
greatly obliged them by complying with their 
requeft. We farther learn from Jofephus, that 
after Jerufalem was taken, the Romans placed 
their enfigns on the ruins of the temple, op- 
pofite the eaftern gate, and there facrificed to 
them. ‘Fhe Roman army is, therefore properly 
called the abcmination and the abomination of defo- 
lation, as it was to defolate and lay wafte Jeru- 
falem; and this army is called by St. Matthew 
ftanding in the holy-place, the city, and fuch a 
compafs of ground about it being accounted 
holy. 

When, therefore, (according to the prophecy ) 
the Roman army fhall advance to befiege Jeru- 
falem, thenlet thofe who are in Judea confult 
their own fafety, and fly into the mountains. 
This counfel was wifely remembered, and after- 
wards put in praétice by the Chriftians. When 
Ceftius Gallus went with his army againft Jeru- 
falem, great numbers of people imagining it 
woutd foon be taken, fted from the city; and 
when Vefpafian was drawing his forces towards 
Jerufalem, a prodigious multicude fled from Je- 
richo into the mountainous country for fecurity. 
It is probable there were fome Chriftians among 
thefe; but welearn moft certainly from ecclefi- 
allical hiftorians, that all who believed in Chrift 
then left Jerufalem, and removed to Pella, and 
other places beyond the river Jordan; fo that 
they all marvelloufly efcaped the general de- 
ftruction of their country. Of fuch a fignal 
fervice was this caution of Our Blefled Saviour 
to true believers. 

After this Our Lord profecutes the fubject in 
thele words: Les lisa which is on the houfe top not 
cone devon to take any thing out of bis boufe, Mark 
xiii. 17. ‘Phe houfes of the Jews, as well as 
thofe of the antient Greeks and Romans, were 
flaton the top for them to walk upon, and had 
ulually {lairs on the outfide, by which they 
might afcend and deicend without coming into 
the houfe. In the caftern walled cities thefe flat- 
roofed houfes ufually formed continued terraces 
from one end of the city to the other, which ter- 
races terngjnared at the gates. Lie therefore who 
is walking and regaling himfelf, Jet him not 
come down to take ang thing out of his houle ; 
butlet him purfue his courfe along the tops of 
the houfes, and efeape out of the city gate as 
faitas he poffibly can. Neither let kiia that is in 
the field veturn back to take bis clothes, ver. 8. Our 
Saviour makes ule of chefe expreflions to intimate 
that their fight muft be very fudden; andthe 
Chriflians efcaping juft as they did was the more 
providential, becaute afterwards all means of get- 
ting out of the city was prevented. 

vind wee «nto them tbat are with child, end unio 
them thet give fuck in thefe days, Mark xiii. 19. 
For neither will fuch pertons be in a condition 
to fly, neither will they weil be able to endure 
the dittrefs and hardthips of a fiege. This woe 
was fuficiently fulfilled in the cruel flaughters 
which were made both of the women and_ chil- 
dren, and particularly in that grievous famine 
which fo miferably affiicted Jerufalem during 
the fiege. The circumttance of the woman’s } 
boiling her own child for fuftenance (as men- 
tioned in the laft chapter) ftruck a general hor- 
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ror among the people, and they were pronounced: 
bleffed who died before they had heard or ce 
fuch great evils. So true alfo was what Our 
Saviour declared on another occafion, when the 
women were bewailing, and lamenting him, as 
he was led to execution. Daughters of Ferufaat 
lem, weep not for me, but weep for your{elves, and 
for your children. For bebold, the days are coming, 
in the which they foall fay, Bleffed are the barren, 
and the wombs that never bar’, and the paps which 
never gave fuck. Then fall they begin to fay to the 
mountains, Fall on us, and to the bills, Cover us, 
Lake xxiii. 28, &c. Thefe were proverbial ex- 
preffions to fignify theis defire of any fhelter or 
refuge ; and fo very defirous were they of hiding 
themfelves, that fome thoufands of them crept 
into the common fewers, and there miferably 


_perifhed, or were dragged out to flaughter. 


Our Bleffed Lord, having warned his difciples 
to fly as foon as they faw Jerufalem befieged by 
the Romans, next affigns the reafon for his giv- 
ing them this caution: For then fha'l be great 
tribulation, fuch as was not from the beginningro 
the world to this time, no, nor ever foall be, Matth. 
xxiv. 21. Indeed, all hiftory cannot furnifh us 
with a parallel to the calamities and miferies of 
the Jews ; rapine and n.u-der, famine and pefti- 
lence within ; fire and fword, and all the terrors 
of war, without. Our Saviour wept at the fore- 
fight of thefe calamities, and it is almoft ime. 
poffible for perfons of any humanity to read the 
relation of them without being fo affected, as 
to weep likewife. * 

The reaton affigned by St. Luke for Our 
Lord’s cautioning his difciples to fy when they 
fhould fee Jerufalem befieged by the Romans, 
is expreffed in thefe words: lar thefe be the days 
of vengeance, that all things which are written may 
be fulfilled, Luke xxi, 22. Thefe be the days of 
vengeance, wherein the calamities foretold by 
Mofes, Joel, Daniel, and other prophets, aswell 
as thofe predicted by Our Saviour, fhall meet as 
in one common center, and be fulfilled with 
aggravation on this generation. The words, 
Thefe be the days of vengecnce, may be likewile 
taken in another fenfe, as if the Divine vengeance 
had certain periods and revolutions, and the 
fame days were fatal to the Jews, and deftined 
to their deftruction: for it is very memorable, 
and matter of juft admiration, that (according 
to Jolephus) the temple was burnt by the Ro- 
mans on the very fame day of the month as it 
had been before by the Babylonians. 

The calamities during the fiege were fo fe- 
vere that, like fire, they muft, in time, have con- 
fumed all, and left nothing for themfelves to do. 
And except thofe aays fhould be fhortened, there 
foould no flesh be faved. Uf thefe wars and defo- 
lations were to continue, none of the Jews 
would efcape deftruction, but would be all cut 
off, root and branch. If the Romans had gone 
on with their perfecution, the whole nation of 
the Jews would certainly, in a little time, have 
been extirpated. But for the elects fake (that 
is, for the fake of the Chriftian Jews) whom be 
hath ‘chojen, the Lord kath fhortened she days, 
Mark xiii. 20. Tbe eleé? is a well-known appel- 
lation in icripture and antiquity for the Chrif- 
tians; and the Chriftian Jews, partly through 
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the fury of the Zealots on one hand, and the 
hatred of che Romans on the other, and partly 
through the difficulty of fubfifting in the moun- 
tains without houfes or provifions, would, in all 
probability, have been almoft all deftroyed, ¢i- 
ther by the fword or by famine, if the days had 
not been fhortened. 

But providentially the days were fhortened. 
Titus himfelf was defirous of putting a fpeedy 
end to the fiege, having Rome; and the riches 
and the pleafures there, before his eyes. The 
befieged, too, helped to fhorten the days by their 
divifions and mutual flaughters, and by fatally 
deferting their ftrongeft holds, where they could 
never have been taken by force, but by famine 
alone. By thefe means the days were fhortened; 
and indeed otherwife Jerufalem could never have 
been taken in fo fhort a time, fo well fortified as 
it was, and fo well fitted to fuftain a longer fiege. 
‘The enemy without could hardly ever have pre- 
vailed but for the factions and feditions within. 
‘Titus himfelf could not but afcribe his flccefs to 
God, as he was viewing the fortifications, after 
the city wastaken. His words to his friends were 
very remarkable. ‘ We have fought (faid he) 
«© with God on our fide; and it is God who hath 
«© pulled the Jews out of their ftrong holds; for 
«¢ what could the hands of men or machines have 
*« done againit thefe towers?’’ God, therefore, 
in the opinionof Titus, as well as of St. Mark, 
foortened the days. After the deflruction of Je- 
rufalem, God likewife inclined the heart of Ti- 
tus to take fome pity on the remnant of the Jews, 
and to reftrain the nations from exercifing the 
cruelty that they would otherwife have exercifed 
towards them. At Antioch particularly (where 
the difciples were firft called Chriftians) the fe- 
nate and people earneftly importuned him to ex- 
pel the Jews out of the city; but he prudently 
anfwered, that their country being laid wafte, 


there was no place that could receive them. They | 


then requefted him to deprive the Jews of their 
remaining privileges, but thofe he permitted them 
to enjoy as before. Thus for the eletis fake thofe 
days of perfecution were Shortened. 

In another part of this remarkable prophecy 
Our Bleffed Lord favs: 4nd they fhall fal! by the 
edge of the fword, and fhall be led away captive into 
all nations; and Ferujalem fhall be trodden down of 
the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be ful- 
filed, Luke xxi. 24. The number of thofe who 
fell by the edge of the fword was, indeed, very 
great, the whole amounting to no lefs than 
eleven hundred thoufand. But befides thefe, 
others were alfo to be led away captive into all 
nations; and of thefe the number taken in the 
whole war amounted to ninety-feven thoufand, 
many of whom were fent to the works in Egypt, 
and others fold as ilaves. Thus were the Jews 
miferably tormented, and diftributed over the 
Roman provinces and are they not {till diftreffed- 
and difperfed over all the nations of the earth ? 

As the Jews were to be led away captive into all 
nations, fo Jerufalem was to be trodden down of 
the Gentiles, until ibe times of the Gentiles be ful- 
Siled. And accordingly Jerufalem hath never 
fince been in the poffeffion of the Jews, but hath 
conftantly been in fubjection ‘to foie other na- 
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tion, as firft to the Romans, afterwards to the 
Saracens, then to the Franks, then to the Ma- 
malucs, and now to the Turks. 

Thus have the Jews, for upwards of feventeen 
hurdred years, been a ftanding monument of the 
truth of Chrift’s prediction, being difperfed over 
the face of the whole earth, and their country 
groaning under the yoke of foreign lords and 
conquerors. And at this day there is no reafon 
to doubt but they will continue in the fame ftate, 
nor ever recover their native country, util the 
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled, that is, until they 
thall be again reftored to the Divine favour; or, 
as St. Paul expreffes ic, until the fulnefs of the 
Gentiles be come in, and fo all Ifrael fhall be faved, 
and become again the people of God, Rom. xi. 
255 26. 

When we confider with what amazing exaét- 
nefs thefe prophecies of Our Bleffed Saviour 
have been fulfilled, and how unlikely they were 
to happen at the time they were prediéted, we 
cannot help being aftonifhed at, though at the 
fame time are led to admire, fuch wonderful ine 
cidents. It appears, indeed, next to impoffible, 
that any man fhould duly confider thefe prophe- 
cies, with the exact completion of them, without 
being confirmed in the faith of the Chriftian reli- 
gion. Canany ftronger proof be given of a Divine 
revelation, or the fpirit of prophecy, than the ex- 
amples now before us, wherein fo many contin- 
geneies, which human wifdom or prudence could 
never forefee, are fo particularly foretold, and fo 
pun@tually accomplithed ? At the time when 
Our Lord pronounced thefe prophecies, the 
Roman governor refided at Jerufalem, and had 
a force fufficient to keep the people in obedience; 
and could human prudence forefee that, the 
people of that city, as well as thofe of the coun- 
try, would revolt and rebel again{t the Romans ? 
Could human prudence forefee famines and petti- 
lences, and earthquakes in divers places? Could 
human prudence forefee fuch an utter deftruc- 
tion of Jerufalem, with all the circumftances 
which preceded and followed it? It was never 
the cuftom of the Romans abfolutely to ruin 
any of their provinces. It was, therefore, im- 
probable, that fuch a thing fhould happen, and 
{till more improbable that it fhould happen un- 
der the humane and generous Titus, who was, 
indeed, as he was juftly called, the love and de- 
light of neankind. : 

It has been obferved by fome that the other 
predictions of holy writ are figurative and ob- 
f{cure, but the like obfervations cannot be made 
with refpect to the prophecies of Our Saviour, 
they being delivered in the moft fimple, 

lain, and intelligible terms. It is allowed, 
indeed, that fome of thofe prophecies are taken 
from Mofes and Daniel, and Our Saviour, pro- 
phefying of the fame events, hath applied fome 


of the fame images and expreffions ; but this 


is the higheft commendation that can be given 
to his predictions. He hath built upon the 
foundation of the. infpired writers before him: 
but what a fuperftruéture hath he railed? He 
hath aéted in this cafe, asin every other, like 
one who came not to deftroy the law and the 
prophets, but co fulfil them. ie hath manifeft- 
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ted himfelf to be a true prophet, by his exaét 
interpretation and application of other prophets. 
He is alfo much more particular and circumftan- 
tial than cither Mofes or Daniel. In feveral. in- 
ftances his prophecies are entirely new, and pro- 
perly his own; befides which he ufes greater 
precifion in fixing and confining the time to that 
very generation which was to fulfil the accom- 
plifhment of his prophecy. 

.For the completion of thefe prophecies the 
perfons feem to have been wonderfully raifed up, 
and preferved by Divine Providence. Vefpafian 
was promoted from obfcurity ; and though feared 
and hated by Nero, yet was preferred by him, 
and fingled out as the only general among the 
Romans who was moft capable of undertaking 
fuch a war. He had fubdued the greateft part 
of Judea, when he was advanced to the empire, 
and he was happy in putting an end to the civil 
wars, and tothe other troubles and calamities of 
the ftate. He therefore commiffioned his fon 
Titus to profecute the wars againft the Jews, the 
eommencement of which had nearly proved 
fatal to him. While he was taking a view of 
the city, he was furrounded by the enemy, and 
nothing lefs was expected than that he would be 
either flain or taken prifoner; but he refolutely 
broke through the midft of them, and, though 
unarmed, yet arrived fafe at his own camp. Jo- 
fephus himielf was alfo no lefs wonderfully pre- 
ferved than Titus, the one (as it may reafonably 
be thought) to dettroy the city, and the other to 
record its deftruction. 

‘The calanities which attended the Jews dur- 
ing the fiege, and at the deftruction of Jerufa- 
lem, were the greateft ever known : and what 
heinous fin was it that could bring down fuch 
heavy judgnsents on the Jewifh church and na- 
tion: No other reafon canbe given fo equally jutt 
as tiat aifigned in the fcripture, nan ely, their 
erc fying the Lord of Glory, which is thus ex- 
prefied by St Paul: They both killed tke Lerd 
fetus, cre their econ prophets, and perfecuted the 
“pojiles, und fo flled up their fins, and wratk came 
upon them to the uttermeft. 1 The. i. 45, 16. 
Th's has keen always confidered as the moft ca- 
pital fin of the Jewifh nation ; and we fhall find, 
upon rciicGion, fome correfpondence between 
their crine and their punifhment. They put 
Jetus to death when the nation was affembled to 
celebrate the paffover ; and at that featt likewife 
Titus thut them up within the walls of the city. 
The rejection of the true Meffiah was their crime, 
and the defiruétion that took place in confe- 
quence thereof was their punihment. They 
fold and bought Jefus asa flave; and they them- 
felves wore afterwards fold and bought as flaves 
at the loweft prices. They preferred a robber 
and murderer to Jefus, whom they crucified be- 
tween twothieves; and they themfelves were af- 
terwards infefted with bands of thieves and rob- 
bers. They crucified Jefus before the walls of Je- 
rufalem, and they themfelves were crucifiedin fuch 
numbers, that it is faid room was wanting for the 
croffes, and croffes for the bodics. When 
therefore, we confider thefe things together, we 
cannot help clearly feeing in what a ftri€t_ manner 
was fulfilled the imprecation of the Jews them- 
elves, at the time when Pilate acquitted hiim- 
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felf of being acceffary to our Saviour’s deaths 
His blood be on us and on our children, Matth. 
XXVIl. 25. : 

From thefe and many other inftances which 
hawe been taken notice of in a former part of 
our work, relative to prophecies and their com- 
pletions, we may be fully affured of the great 
truth of Divine revelation, No prophecy of the 
feripture is of any private mterpretati-n, or the 
fuggeftion of any man’s own fpiric or fancy ; 
for the prophecy came not in old time by the will of 
man, but holy men of God [pake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghoft, 2 Pet. 1, 20, 2t. 

In the prophecies we fee inftances of things, 
which could no way depend on human conjec- 
ture, foretold with the greateft clearnefs, and 
fulfilled hundreds of years after with the greateft 
exactnefs. Nay, we fee fome of them, which 
were delivered above three thoufand years ago, 
fulfilling at this very time; and cities, countries 
and kingdoms in the very fame condition, and 
with the very fame circumftances, as the pro- 
phets had foretold. This is proving our reli- 
gion, in fome meature, by ocular demonttration : 
it is not waking by faith only, but alfo by 
fight. 

The prophecies, though written by different 
men in different ages, have yet a vilible connec- 
tion and dependency, an entire harmony and 
agreement one with another. At the fame time 
that there is fuch perfect harmony, there is alfo 
great variety ; and the fame things are foretold 
by different prophets in a different. manner and 
with different circumftances ; and the latter ufu- 
ally improve upon the former. They are all 
excellent in their various kinds; and we may 
oblerve the beauty and fublimity of the ftile and 
diction of the prophets, even from thofe quo- 
tations which have been made from their writ- 
ings. Indeed, they are truly delerving the moft 
ferious perufal and meditation, not only confi- 
dered as prophets, but confidered even as au- 
thors, for their noble images and defcriptions, 
their inftructive precepts, and their pathetical 
exhortations. 

Time, that takes away fomething from the 
evidence of other writers, is {till adding fome- 
thing to the credit and authority of the prophets. 
Future ages will comprehend more than the 
prefent, as the prefent underftands more than 
the palt; and the perfeét accomplifhment will 
produce a perfect knowledge of all the prophe- 
cies, . 

Thofe who attempt to explain the prophe- 
cies fhould be poffefled of a competent know- 
ledge of hiftory facred and profane, antient and 
modern. Prophecy is, as we may fay, hiftory 
anticipated and contracted ; hiltory is prophecy 
accomplifhed and extended: and the prophecies 
of fcripture contain the fate of the moft confi- 
derable nations, and the: fubftance of the moft 
memorable tranfa€tions in the world from. the 
earlieft to the lateft times. 

If tothe prophecies we add the miracles, fo 
falucary and beneficial, fo publickly wrought and 
fo credibly attefted, above any other matters of 
fact whatever, by thofe who were eyerwitneffes 
of them, and fealed the truth of. their’ teftimony. 
with their blood: if to thefe external confirma- 
tions 
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tions we add likewife the internal excellence of 
Chriftianity, the goodnefs of the doétrine itfelf, 
fo moral, fo perfe&t, fo divine, and the purity 
and perfection of its motives and fanétions, 
above any other fyftem of morality or religion in, 


the world: if we ferioufly confider and compare : 


all thefe things together, it is almoft impoffible 
not to feel conviction, and to cry out, as Tho- 
mas did after handling Our Saviour, My Lord 
and my God! John xx. 28. This is only one 
arguinent out of many, that there mutt be a 
divine revelation, if there is any truth in prophe- 
cy; and there mult be truth in prophecy, as we 
have fhewn in feveral inftances, and might fhew 
in feveral more, if there is any dependence upon 
the teftimony of others, or upon our own fenfes, 
upon what we read in books, or upon what we 
fee in the world. ; 

Some men are apt tothink, that if they could 
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may fee, with our own eyes, the fcripture pro™ 
phecies accomplifhed; and if the fcripture pro- 
phecies are accomplifhed, the fcripture mult be 
the word of God; and if the {cripture is the 
werd of God, the Chriftian religion muft be the 
only one that can lead to eternal happinefs. 

’ For the encouragement of all let it be remem- 
bered, that be who receiveth a preptet in the name 
of @ prophet, fhall receive a prophets reward, 
Matth. x.41. Wherefore, quench not the fpirit ; 
defpife not prophefying 3 prove all things, bold faft 
that which is good, 1 Theff. v. t9, &c. 





AMONG tthe various prophecies foretold by 
Our Bleffed Redeemer, exclufive of thofe con- 
cerning the deftruction of Jerufalem, there are 
none more confpicuous than thofe relative to the 
propagation of his Gofpel, and the perfecution 


but fee a miracle wrought in favour of religion, 
they would refign all their {cruples, believe with- 
out doubt, and obey without referve. The very 
thing that fuch defire they have. We have the 
greateft and moft ftriking of miracles in the fe- 
ries of {cripture prophecy accomplifhed, as we 
fee, in the prefent itate of almoft all nations, fuch 
as the Africans, the Egyptians, the Arabians, the 
Turks, the Jews, the papitts, &c. And this is 
not a tranfient miracle, ceafing almoft as foon as 
performed; but is permanent, and continued 
through the courfe of many generations. It is 
not a miracle’ delivered only on the report of 
others, but is fubject to our own infpedction and 
examination. It is not a miracle reprefented 
only before a certain number of witneffes, but 
is open to the obfervation and contemplation of 
all mankind; and after fo many ages is ftill 
growing, {till improving to future times. What 
itronger miracle, theretore, can be required for 
our conviction ? or what will avail if this be not 
effectual ? What can be plainer? We fee, or 


his difciples fhould undergo while employed in 
that great and beneficial undertaking. Thefe 
predictions were fulfilled in the moft ftri€t and 
ample manner. The Chriftian religion was foon 
fpread through the greateft parts of Europe, 
Afia and Africa, and was eftablifhed not only 
in cities and populous places, but even in towns 
and country villages. The metropolitan cities 
were all uhder bifhops of the greareft eminence 
and piety, many of whom, as Our Bleffed Lord 
had predicted, were perfecuted and fuffered 
martyrdom for the glorious caufe they had un- 
dertaken *. They refolutely with{tood every kind 
of oppreffion infliéted on them, and by their 
perfeverance the Gofpel increafed and flourifhed 
in the moft extenfive manner. That they fuf- 
fered great perfecutions for the caufe of their 
Divine Mafter will appear from the following 
table, which contains an account of the ftate of 
the five great churches, called apoftolical, dur- 
ing the three firft centuries after the death of 
Our Bleffed Redeemer. 














* Fora particular acceunt of the perfecations of the firft propagators of the Chriftian religion, as well as the Martyrdoms 
of thofe wao have (uffeied in different parts of the world for the hike caufe from that time to the prefent, we refer our readers 
to that admirable performance lately publithed, intitled, 


Tue NEW BOOK or MARTYRS, or, CompLeaT CurisTian MartTyrRo.LocGy, 


Containing an authentic and genuine hiflorical account of the many dreadful perfecutions againit the Church 
of Chrift, in all parts of the world, by Pagans, Jews, ‘Turks, Papifts, and others, from the exrlieft ages of the church 
to the prefent period; tcluding the life, fulferings and martyrdom of Our Bleffed Lord and Saviour ‘Jesus Chri, with the 
martyrdoms of the apoitles, evangelins, and other primitive Chriftians ; the ten great perfecutions unger the Roman empe- 
rors; the periecutions in Perfia, under Sapores, and the perfecutions under the Arian Vandals; the horrid perfecutions 
under the papacy, particularly the martyrdom of the Waldenfes and Albigenfes in France; the perfecutions in Germany 
and Poland ; the cruelttes exercifed in Bohemia and Lufatia, and the martyrdoms in Italy ; the fhocking barbarities prac- 
tifed by the inquifitions of Spain, Portugal, &c. and the popith perfecutions of the proteftants during the mafficre of Paris ; 
a full account of all the Englith martyrdems, particularly thofe in the times of King Henry VIIT. and Queen Mary, 
wherein are amply difplayed all the butcheries, barbarities, tortures and cruelties, exercifed by the papilts againit the pro- 
teftants, in the reigns of that tyrannical king and bloody queen; the perfecutions in Holland, Flanders, Scotland, &c. 
the bloody Trifh maffacre ; the great Spanith invafion ; the dreadful fire of London; the fhocking Gunpowder plot; and the 
horrid confpiracies in 1678; the barbarous murder of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, and the defigns of Perkins, Friend and 
Fenwick, for the re-eftablifiment of popery, and extirpation of proteftantifm ; the martyrdoms of the miffionaries in China ; 
the perfecutions in the Eatt-Indies; the barbarities exercifed in America, and the cruelties practifed on the Chriftians of 
Abyflinia and Georgia; the late perfecutions in France againft the Calas family: with a great number of others too nume- 
rous to be here inferted. Witha fketch of the martyrdoms of the faithful and virtuous in the firit ages of the wor'd ; the 
perfecutions of the Maccabees by the Greeks ; of the’ Hebrews by the Egyptians ; and of the children of Hrael by the 
Philitines, and other barbarous nations. The whole interfperfed with accounts of feveral fingular judgements againit per- 
fecutors, a great varicty of original anecdotes, and many curious lives and memoirs ; forming at once A Compleat Hittory 
of Perfecutions, and a Biography of Martyrs, calculated to promote the proteftant religion, expel fuperitition, and give a 
ious and Chriltian turn tothe mind. Bythe Rev. HENRY SOUTHWELL, LLD. late of Magdalen-Coll:ge, Cambridge, 
Restor of Afterty in Lincolnfbire, and author of the Universal Fas LY Binie. Hlaktrated with upwards of 40 beauci- 
ful copper-plates, reprefenting either the mode of torturing and tormenting Chriltians for their conftancy, and of putting 
them to death for their faith, or difplaying fome general {cene in which ayer barbarity and popith cruelty are exhibited in 
the moft ftriking manner ; the whole engraved from original drawings of the beit artilts, or the paintings of capital mafters ; 
and executed in fo grand a manner, as to make the cuts alone worth more than one filling each, 
wp This Work may be had compleat, and elegantly bound in Calf and lettered, price One Pound Six Shillings; cr ia 
40 Weekly Numbers, price Six-pence cach, which may be had one or more at a time, as may bell fuit che convenience of 


the purchafer. 
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State of the Five Grand Apoftolical Churches. 
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A Brief Chronological Catalogue of the APOSTLES and their Suc- 
ceffors, who founded and prefided ovet the Five Grand Apoftolical 
Churches of Anriocu, Rom, JerusauemM, Byzantium, or Consran- 


TINOPLE, and ALEXANDRIA. 
A N T 10 C H. 


T is generally acknowledged, even by the 
Romith writers, that a church was founded 
here by St. Peter fome confiderable time before 
that at Rome; and here it was that the vener- 
able naine of Chriflians firft commenced. The 
fathers in the council at Conftantinople under 
Nectarius, in their Synodicon to them at Rome, 
ftyle the church of Antioch, The moft ancient, and 
truly apoftolical,; and S. Chryfoftom, The bead of 
the whole world. The fucceffion of its bifhops 
till the time of Conftantine was as follows : 

I, St. Peter the apoftle, who governed this 
church at leaft feven years. 

IH. Evodius, who fate 23 years. In his time 
the difciples were firft called Chriflians at An- 
tioch. 

WI. Ignatius, After prefiding near 40 years 
over this church, he was carried out of Syria to 
Rome, and there thrown to wild beafts tn the 
theatre, Anh. Chr. tro. Trajan 11. 

IV. Heron. te was bifhop 20 years, 
him fucceeded 

V. Cornelius, who kept the place 13 years. 

VI. Eros, 26, or (as Eufebius fays) 24 years. 

VII. Theophilus, 13, aman of great parts and 
learning ; many of his works were extant in Eu- 
febius’s time, and fome of them we ftill have at 
this day. 

VUE Maximus, 13. 
chofen was 

IX. Serapio, 25. Many of his works are 
mentioned by Eufebius and St. Hierom. To 
him fuccceded 

X. Afelepiadcs, a man of great worth and 
eminency, and invincible conftancy in the time 
of perfecution; he continued in this fee 9 years. 

XI. Philotus, 8. 

XII. Zebinus, or Zebennus, 6 years. 

XIL. Babylas, 13. After many conflicts and 
fufferings for the faith, he received the crown of 
martyrdom under Decius, who commanded his 
chains to be buried with him. 

XIV. Fabias, or, (as the patriarch Nicepho- 
rus calls him) Flavius, poffeffed the chair 9 
years. We was fucceeded by 

XV. Demetrianus, who (according to Eu- 
febius) held the fee 8 years. 

XVI. Paulus Samofetanus fate in the chair 
8 years, when, for his unepifcopal manners and 
practices, his unfound dogmata and principles, 
and efpecially his mean and unworthy opinions 
concerning our Saviour, he was condemned and 
depoted by a fynod at Antioch, whofe determi- 
nation is at large extant in Eufebius. 

XVI. Domnus fucceeded in his place. He 
was conitituted and ordained to the place by the 


To 


He dying, the next 


fathers of that fynod, who farther gave him this 
honourable character, that he was a man endued 
with all epifcopal virtues and ornaments. Eu- 
febius makes him to have fat 6, but Nicephorus 
only 2 years. 

XVII. Timeus. 

ears. 

XIX. Cyriltus, who prefided over that church 
in the account of Nicephorus 15, of Eufebius 
24 years. 

XX. Tyrennus. He fate '3 years. In his 
time began the tenth perfecution under Diocle- 
fian, which raged with great feverity. 

XXII. Vatalis, 6. 

XXII. Philogonius 5, fueceeded by 

XXII, Paulinus, or, as Nicephorus calls 
him, Paulus, who, after tive years, was depofed 
and driven out by the prevalency of the Adrian 
faction. 

XXIV. Euftathius, formerly bithop of Berza, 
a learmed man, and of great note and eminency 
in the council of Nice, the firft general council, 
fummoned: by Conftantine the Great, after he 
had reftored peace and profperity to the church. 


He fate in the chair ro 





R OM E. 


THE foundation of this church is, with juft 
reafon, equally attributed to Peter and Paul, the 
one as apoftle of the circumcifion preaching to the 
Jews, while the other probably as the apoftle of 
the uncircumcifion preached to the Gentiles. 
Its bifhops fucceeded in the following order: 

I. S. Peter and Paul, who both fuffered mar- 
tyrdom under Nero. 

Il. Linus, the fon of Herculanus, a Tufcan. 
He is mentioned by St. Paul, and fate between 
1 and 12 years. 

Ili. Cletus, or Anacletus, or Anancletus, fup- 
pofed by many to be the fame perfon; (though 
others who reckon Anacletus, a Greek, born at 
Athens, make them diftinét, whom yet we have 
lefe out, not being mentioned by Eufebius) 4 
Roman, the fon of Afmilianus, fate 9, though 
others fay but two years. 

IV. Clemens, a Roman, born in Mount Cz- 
lius, the fon of Pauftinus, near a kin, fay fome, 
to the emperor. He was condemned to dig in 
the marble quarries near the Euxine fea, and by 
the command of Trajan thrown into the fea, 
with an anchor about his neck. He was bifhop 
of Rome g years and 4 months. ie 

V.. Euariftus, by birth a Greek, but his father 
a Jew of Bethlehem. He is faid to have been 
crowned with martyrdom the laft year of Tra- 

jan, 
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jan, in the ‘ninth of his bifhopric, or, as others 
fay, the thirteenth. a 

.. WI. Alexander, a Roman, though young in 
years, was grave in his manners and converfa- 
tion. Fie fate 10 years and 7 months, and died 
a martyr. 

Vu. Xyftus, or Sixtus, a Roman. He was 
martyred in the roth year of his bifhoprick, and 
buried in the Vatican. 

_ VIII. Telefphorus, a Greek, fucceeded. Juf- 
tin the martyr flourifhed in histime. He died 
a martyr, having fate rr years and 3 months ; 
10 years, 8 months, fay others ; and was buried 
near S. Peter in the Vatican. 

IX. Hyginus, the fon of an Athenian philo- 
fopher, was advanced to the chair under Anto- 
minus Pius. He fate 4. years ; Eufebius fays 8. 

X. Pius, an Italian, born at Aquileia: he 
died after being bifhop 11 years and 4 months; 
according to Eufebius, 15 years. 

Xl, Anicetus, born in Syria. He is faid af- 
ter 9, or, as others, :1 years, to have fuffered 
martyrdom, and was buried in the Via Appia, 
in the cemetry of Calliftus, In his time Poly- 
carp went to Rome. 

XA. Sotea, or, as Nicephorus calls him, So- 
terichus, was a Campanian, the fon of Concor- 
dius. ‘here was an intercourfe of letters be- 
tween him and Dionytius, bifhop of Corinth. 
He died after he had fate 9 years, or, as Eufebius 
reckons, 7. = 

XII. Eleutherius, bora at Nicopolis in 
Greece. ‘lo him Lucius king of Britain fent a 
Jetter and an embafly Te fate 15 years, died 
ann. Chr. 186, and was buried in the Vatican. 

XIV. Viétor, an African, the fon of Felix, a 
man of a furious and intemperate fpirit, as ap- 
peared trom his pallionate proceedings in the 
controverfy about the ebfervation of Eafter, He 
was bifhop 10 years. 

XV. Zephyrimus, a Roman, fucceeded, and 
poficfled the chair 8 years, He was a pious and 
learned man. 

XVI. Calliftus, or Calixtus, the fon of Do- 
mitius, a Roman; a prudent and modei{t man. 
He fuffered much in the perfecution under Alex- 
ander Severus, under whom he became a mar- 
tyr ; being thrown into a well by the procure- 
ment of Ulpian the great lawyer, but fevere 
enemy to Chriltians. He fate 6 years 5 and 
though he made a cemetry, called after his own 
name, yet Ie was buried in that of Calepodius, 
in the Appian way. 

XVil. Urbanus, the fon of Pontianus, a Ro- 
man, a(ter 4, or, as fome, 6 years, fuffered 
martyrdom for the faith. Eufebius has 5: S. 
Hierome in his tranflation 9. He was buried 
in Pretextatus’s cemetry in the Appian way. 

XVIII. Pontianus, the fon of Calphurnius, a 
Roman ; for his bold reproving the Roman ido- 
latry he was banished into the ifland of Sardinia, 
where he died. He was bifhop about 3 or 4 
years; OF, as Eufebius fays, 5 years. : 

XLX. Anteros, a Greek, the fon of Romulus. 
He died after he had kept his place one month ; 
though others, without reafon, make him to 
have lived in it many years, and was buried in 
the cemetry of Calliftus. 

XX. Fabianus, a Roman, was unexpectedly 
chofen bifhop, while feveral others being in com- 
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petition, a pigeon fuddenly defcended, and fate 
upon his head. He died a martyr gfter 14 


years, and was buried in the fameZpl ce with 


his predeceffor. 

X XI. Cornelius, a Roman. He appofdfand 
condemned Novatian. Frequent. letters paffed 
between him and Cyprian. After fomewhat 
more than two years, he was cruelly whipped, 
and then beheaded, and was buried ina vault 
within the grange of Lucina, near the Appian 
way. pe an 

XXII. Lucius, a Roman, fate 2, or as others, 
3 years. He fuffered martyrdom by the com- 
mand of Valerian, and was buried in Caftillus’s 
cemetry. - 
XXIII, Stephenus, a Roman; the fon of Ju- 
lius. Great contefts were between him and 
Cyprian, about re+baptizing thofe who had been 
baptized by hereticks. He was beheaded after 
he fate about 2 or 3 years, though others fay 7, 
and was buried with his predeceffor. - 

XXIV. Xyflus, a Greek, formerly a philofo- 
pher of Athens. After 1, oras others compute, 
2 yearsand ro months lie fuffered martyrdom. 

XXV. Dionyfius, a monk; madebifhop, In 
the judgment of Dionyfius, bifhop of Alexan- 
dria, a truly learned and admirable perfon. The 
time of his prefidency is uncertainly affigned, 
6, 9,10, 11. Eufebius extends it to 12 years. 

XXVI. Felix, 2 Roman. He fuffered about 
the fourth or fifth year of his epifcopacy, and 
was buried in the Aurelian way, in a cemetry of 
his own, two miles from Rome. 

XXVIII. Eutychianus, a Tufcan, a man ex- 
ceedingly careful of the burial of martyrs, after 
one year’s fpace was himtelf crowned with mar- 
tyrdom. 

XXVIII. Caius, or as Eufebius calls him Gai- 
anus, a Dalmatian, kinfman to the emperor Dio« 
clefian, and in the perfecution under him became 
amartyr. He fate 11 years, fome fay longer. 
Eufebius, 15 years. Tie was beheaded, and bu- 
ried in the cemetry of Calliftus, 

XXIX. Marcellinus, a Roman. Throuch 
fear of torment he facrificed to the gods, but 
recovering himfelf, died a martyr, after he had 
fate 8 org years. Ele was beheaded, and buried 
in the cemetry of Prifcilla, in the Salarian way, 
To him fuccceded 

XXX. Marcellus, a Roman. Tle was con- 
demned by Maxentius the tyrant to keep beafts 
in a ftable, which yet he performed with his 
prayers and exercifes of devotion. He died af- 
ter 5 years and 6 months, and was buried in the 
cemetery of Pritcilla. : ; 

XXXI. Eufebius, a Greek, the fon of a phy- 
fician. He fuffered much under the tyranny of 
Maxentius. He fate 6 years, and was buried 
in the Appian way, near Calliftus’s cemetery. 

XXXII. Miltiades, an African. LIe might 
be a confeffor under Maxentius, but could not 
be a martyr under Maximinus, as fome report, 
He fate 3 or 4, though others fay but two years, 
and was buried in the cemetery of Calliftus, 

XXXII. Silvefter, a Roman. He was elec- 
ted into the place, ann. Chr. 314. fetched from 
the mountain Soraéte, whither he had fled for 
fear of the perlecution. Te was highly in favour 
with Conitantine the Great. He fate 23, Nicc- 
phorus fays 28 years. 
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JERUSALEM. 


THE church of Jerufalem may in fome fenfe 
be faid to have been founded by our Lord him- 
felf, as it was for fome time cultivated and im- 
proved by the miniftry of the whole college of 
apoftles. The bifhops of it were as follow : 

I. S. James the Lefs, conftituted bifhop by 
the apottles. He was thrown off the temple, 
and knocked on the head with a fuller’s club. 

II. Simeon, the fon of Cleopas, brother to 
Jofeph. He fate in this chair 23 years, and 
fuffered martyrdom in the reign of Trajan, in 
the one hundred and twentieth year of his 


age. 
TEL, Juftus fucceeded in his room, and fate 6 
years. 

IV. Zacheus, or, as Nicephorus the patriarch 
callshim, Zacharias, 4. 

V. Fobias; to him after 4 years fucceeded 

VI. Benjamin, who fate 2 years. 

VII. John, who continued the fame fpace. 

VIII. Matthias, or Matthzus, 2 years. 

IX. Philippus, 1 year: next came 

X. Seneca, who fate 4 years. 

XI. Juftus, 4. 

XII. Levy, or Lebes, 2. 

XII. Ephrem, or Ephres, or, as Fpiphanius 
ftiles him, Vaphres, 2. 

XIV. Jofeph, 2. 

XV. Judas, 2. Moft of thefe bifhops we 
may obferve to have held their office but a fhort 
time, following one another with a very quick 
fucceffion. This doubtlefs was in a great mea- 
fure owing to the turbulent and unquict humour 
of the Jewith nation, frequently rebelling againit 
the Roman powers, whereby they provoked 
them to fall heavy upon them, and cut off ail 
that came in their way, making no diftinction 
between the obftinate Jews and thofe who had be- 
come Chriftian converts. Hitherto the bifhops of 
Jerufalem had fucceffively been of the circumci- 
fion, the church there having been entirely made 
up of Jewifh converts. But after the deftruc- 
tion of Jerufalem, the Jews being difperfed 
into other countries, the Gentiles were adinit- 
ted not only into the body of the church, 
but even into the epifcopal chair. ‘lhe firft 
whereof was 

XVI. Marcus, who fate 8 years. 

XVII. CaMianus, 8. 

XVI. Publius, 5. 

XIX. Maximus, 4. 

XX. Julianus, 2. 

XXI. Caianus, 3. 

AXIL. Symmachus, 2. 

XXII. Caius, 3. 

XXIV. Julianus, 4, 

XXV. Elias, 2. We find not this bifhop 
mentioned by Eufebius; but he is recorded by 
Nicephorus, of Conftantinople. 

XXVI. Capito, 4. 

XXVEH. Maximus, 4 

XXVIII. Antoninus, 5. 

XXIX. Valens, 3. 

XXX. Dulicianus, 2. 

XXXI. Narciffus, 4. He was a man of emi- 
nent piety, famous for the great miracles which 
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he wrought; but not being able to bear the af 
perfions which fome unjuitly caft upon him,. he 
left his church, and retired into the defarts and 
folitudes. In his aBfence was chofen 

XXXII. Dius, who fate 8 years. After him 

XXXII. Germanio, 4. 

XXXIV. Gordius, 5. In his time Narcif- 
fus, as one from the dead, returned from his 
folitudes, and was importuned by the people 
again to take the government of the church 
upon him, being highly reverenced by them, 
for his ftriét and philofophical courfe of life. 
And in this fecond adminiftration he continued 
10 years, fuffering martyrdom when he was near 
120 years old. ‘Vo relieve the infirmities of his 
great age they took in to be his colleague 

XXXV. Alexander, formerly bifhop in Cap- 
padocia, who at that time had out of devotion 
taken a pilgrimage to Jerufalem. He was an emi- 
nent confeffor, and after having fate 15 years, died 
in prifon under the Decian perfecution. By him 
Origen was ordained prefbyter. He wasa great 
patron of learning as well as religion, and a ftu- 
dious preferver of the records of the church. He 
erected a library at Jerufalem, which he efpe- 
cially furnifhed with the writings and epiftles of 
ecclefiaftical perfons: and out of this treafury 
it was that Eufebius borrowed a great part of his 
materials for the compofing of his hiftory. 

XXXVI Mazabanes, 9 years. 

XXXVIT. Hymenzus, 23. 

XXXVIII. Zabdas, 10. 

XXXIX. Hermon, 9. He was, as Evfebius 
tells us, the laft bifhop of this fee, before that 
fatal perfecution that raged even in his time. 

XL. Macarius, ordained ann. Chr. 315. He 
was prefent in the great Nicene council. He 
fate, fays Nicephorus of Conftantinople, 20 
years ; but S. Elierom allows hima much longer 
time. 





BYZANTIUM, afterwards called 
CONSTANTINOPLE. 


THAT this church was firft founded by S. 
Andrew, is inconteftible. The fucceffion of 
its bifhops was as follow : 

1. S. Andrew the apoftle. 
at Patrz in Achaia. 

II. Stachys, whom S. Paul calls his beloved 
Stachys, ordained bifhop by S. Andrew. He 
fate 16 years. 

Ill. Onefimus, 14. 

IV. Polyearpus, 17. 

V. Plutarchus, 16. 

VI. Sedecio, 9. 

VII. Diogenes, 15. 

VIILk. Eleutherus, 7. 

IX. Felix, 5. 

X. Polycarpus, 17. : 

XI. Athenodorus, 4. He erected a church 
called Elea, afterwards much beautified and 
enlarged by Conftantine the Great. 

“XL. Euzoius, 16. 

XIII. Laurentius, 11 years and 6 months. 

XIV. Alypius 


He was crucified 
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XIV. Alypius, +3: ee ee . 

XV. Pertinax, a man of confular dignity; He 
buile another church near the féa-fide, which he 
called Peace. He fate 19 years, and was fuc- 
ceeded by — : 

XVI. Olympiahus; ri. 

XVII. Marcus, 13. 

XVIII. Cyriacus, or Cyrilliantis, 16; 

XIX. Conftantinus, 7. In the firft year of 
his bifhoprick he built a church in the north pare 
of the city, which he dedicated to the honour 
of Euphentia the martyr; who had fuffered in 
that place. In this oratory he fpent the remain- 
der of his life, quitting his epifcopal chair to 

XX. Titus, who fate 35 years and 6 months. 
After him came 

XXI. Dometius, brother (as we are told) to 
the emperor Probus. He was bifhop 2t years 
and 6 months. 

XXII. Probus fiicceeded his father Dometius, 
and fate 12 years. As afterhim 

XXIII, Metrophanes, his brother, who go- 
verned that church 10 years; And in his time 
it was that Conftantine tranflated the imperial 
court hither, enlarged and adorned it, called it 
after his own name, and made it the feat of the 
empire. 

XXIV. Alexander fucceeded: a man of great 
piety and integrity, zealous and conftant in 
maintaining the truth againft the blafphemies of 
Arius. 


ALEXANDRIA. 


The foundations of this church were laid, and 
a great pare of its fuperitructure raifed by S. 
Mark. Its bifhops and governors are thus re- 
corded. 

J. S. Mark the evangelift, who was martyred. 
Nicephorus of Conftantinople makes him to fit 
2 years. 

II. Anianus, characétered by Eufebius, a man 
beloved of God, and admirable in all things. 
He ruled in that office 22 years. 

HI. Avilius, or as Eufebius, 13. 

IV. Cerdo fucceeded about the firft year of 
Trajan. He fate 1c years. 

V. Primus, 12. 

VI. Juftus, or Juftinus, ro. 


edueated under the infticution of Origen. 


bg 

VII. Evmenes, 10. S. Hierom in his tranf- 
lation calls him Hymenzeus. ie 

VIII. Marcus, or Marcianus, 13: 

1X. Caladion, 10. 

X. Agrippinus, 14. 

XI. Julianus; 15. : 

XII. Demetrius, 21. He was a man of great 
zeal and piety; and undeswent many troubles in 
the perfecution at Alexandria. He was at firft 
a great friend to Origen, but afterwards became 
his enemy, laying fome irregulatittes to his 
charge: partly out of emulation at the great te- 
putation which Origen had gairied in the world; 
partly, in chat Origen had fuffered himfelf to bé 
ordained prefbyter by two othet biffops, Alex-. 
ander bifhop of Jeffalem; and Theottiftus of 
Ceefarea. : 

XIII. Heraclus, d man of philofophical genius, 
On 
the death of Demetrius he was advanced to the 
government of the church, the care whereof he 
took for 16 years. 

XIV. Dionyfius, 17; He was one of the 
moft eminent bifhops of his time. In the per- 
fecution under Decius he was banifhed firft to 
Tapofiries, a little town between Alexandria and 
Canopus; then to Cephro, and other places in 
the defarts of Lybia. But a large account of 
his own and other fufferings, with various cranf- 
actions of thofe times; we have out of his letters 
yet extant in Eufebius. He died in the twelfth 
year of the emperor Gallienus. 

XV. Maximus. Ofa prefbyter he was made bi- 
fhop of Alexandria, and fate in that chair 18 years. 

XVI. Thomas, 37, or according to S. Hie- 
rom’s verfion of Eufebius, 19. To him fucceeded 

XVH. Petrus, 12. He began his office three 
years before the laft perfecution. He was aman 
of infinite ftri€tnefs and accuracy, and of inde- 


‘fatigable induftry for the good of the church. 


He fuffered in the ninth year of the perfecution, 
with the lofs of his head, gaining the crown of 
martyrdom ; after whole death came in Conftan- 
tine the Great, turning the black and difmal 
{cene of things into a ftate of calmnefs and 
ferenity. 

XVIII. Achillas, 9. By him Arius; upon his 
fubmiffion, was ordained prefbyter. 

XIX. Alexander, 23. Under him Arius be- 
gan more openly to propagate his herefy at 
Alexandria, who was thereupon excommuni- 
cated and thruft out by Alexander, and fhortly 
after condemned by the fathers of the council 
of Nice. 
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Remarks on the Condufl of the Fews in profefing 


I 


one period, fo attach themfelves to idolatry, and 
at another {@{ftrongly oppofe the profeffors of it, 
af which we have fo many inftances in the Sacred 
Writings. As, therefore, it has been our fixed at- 
tention to remove every difficulty through the 
courfe of our work; fo we fhall endeavour to 
remove this, which will certainly appear mani- 
felt to all from the following obfervations. 

Firft, What reafon or reafons can be affigned, 
why the children of Ifrael under the Old Vefta- 
ment difpenfation, often worfhiped the idols 
of the Eleathen nations ; although they knew it 
to be contrary to the law of that God who con- 
vinced them of his power by the wonderful 
mirac'es he frequently wrought before their 
eyes? 

This is a queftion of a very important nature, 
and heine properly confidered, will throw a 
confiderable light on the fcripture hittory. The 
Jewith ftate differed from all others in the world, 
for, as a Il heocracy, is was under the immediate 
government and proteétion of the great Jehovah ; 
God was the author of their laws, both with re- 
fpeét to civil policy and religion. The deiftical 
writers have afferred that the law of Mofes did 
not teach the focial duties; but this is an accu- 
fation. not fupporrted by the flighteft proof, but 
actually contradicted by the ten commandments, 
and every part of the Old Teftament. ‘lhe pre- 
cepts of the Jewith law were every way confiftent 
with the Divine perfections, and fuitable to the 
ftate of man in his fallen nature. 

They enjoined the worfhip of one holy, wife 
and powerful God, and ftrictly prohibited the 
adoration of images.—They commanded every 


perfon to fpeak of the name of God with reve-: 


rence, and to pay a proper regard to the times 
and places fet apart for his worthip; the dury of 
children to their parents was enforced with pro- 
mifes of tong life and profperity ; nuurder, adul- 
tery, theft and perjury, were all ftrictly forbidden 
under the fevereft penalties: and that nothing 
might be wanting to make the law of God refem- 
ble its Divine author, it reached to the moft in- 
mott recefles of the heart, and ftruck at the firft 
motion of corruption; namely, covctoufnefs. 
Such was the nature of the holy law which God 
delivered to the Jews; and that it precepts might 
not efcape their memories, he wrought the moft 
wonderful miracles, which in all refpects were 
contrary to the courfe of nature, that they might 
remain inexcufable, if they worfhipped the idols 
of the Heathens. 

But fuch is the corruptnefs of human nature, 
that notwithftanding all thefe miracles, and the 
continual interpofition of Jehovah in their fa- 
vour, yet they often forfook the God of their 
falvation, and worfhipped the idols of thofe na- 
tions, who, for their many abominations, had 
been driven from the land of Canaaan, to make 
room for their eftabliihment. 


T has been very fuftly atked by fome, why 
the Jews, in the courfe of the various revo- 
lutions that took place among them, fhould, at 





: to ‘ ef : we geh Argh 
Idolatry at one period, and oppofing it at anetber 
The children of Ifrael remained captive in E~ 
gypt above two hundred and thirty years, during” 
which time it is probable they forgot the know- 
ledge of the true God ; and although Mofes de- 
livered to them the moft Divine precepts, yet 
we do not find they had any fixed place of wor- 
fhip, till Solomon built the temple as a facred 
ftructure, where expiation for fin was to be made 
by facrifices, and to Jerufalem the people reforted 
in crouds, three times every year. But during 
the intervals between thofe periods, few of them 
being able to read, not havingplaces to meet in, 
where perfons properly qualified might read: and 
expound the law to them, they frequently forgot 
its Divine precepts; and the religion of the 
idolatrous Heathens laying no reftraint on their 
corrupt inclinations, they forfook the law of 
God, and forgot or defpifed the wonderful works 
he had fhewn to them, and done for them. 
Jehovah, asthe God of mercy, never forgot 
the promife he made to their pious progenitors, 
and therefore he bore with many of their provo- 
cations; but as his judgments, though often 
flow, are always fure, he fuffered the king of 
Babylon to lead them into captivity, who dif- 
perfed them throughout his dominions, and they 
remained ina ftate of flavery full feventy years. 
The many afflictions they fuffered made them 
fenfible of their former ingratitude to their Di- 
vine benefactor, and filled them with an earneft 
defire to return to their own country. See Pfalm 
CXXXVHL 2 
Secondly, What reafons can be affigned, why, 
after their return from the Babylonith: capti- 
vity, they had fuch an averfion to the religion of 
the neighbouring nations, that they chearfully. 
fubmitted to the moft cruel tortures, rather than: 
defile themfelves with the worfhip of idols, even 
after miracles had ceafed ? é aa 
The fubje&t matter of this queftion has been. 
but little attended to, and yet there is no great 
difficulty in giving it a proper folution ; part of 
which will reft on human teftimony, but the. 
whole will be fupported from different paffages 
in the New Yeftament. Be Fy 
Whilethe Jews remained captives beyond the. 
river Euphrates, they had many opportunities 
of making themielyes acquainted with the forms 
obferved by the antient Magi, (a fet of learned 
Heathens who met at ftated times to inftruét the 
people inthe principles of their religion) which 
made them familiar with all their doctrines and 
practices. here is great reafon to believe that 
this gave a new form tothe Jewith worfhip, for 
although they never adopted the fentiments of 
the Magi, yet they profited in confequence of 
imitating their examples. When the temple was 
rebuilt at Jerufalem, thofe who returned from 
the captivity were in a very unfettled ftate ; they 
were ijurrounded by powerful enemies, and 
therefore that they might be inftruéted in the 
principles of the law, and preferved from re- 
jJapfing into idolatry, Nehemiah, Zerobabel, and 
the reft of their leaders, ordered that places of 
public 
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public worhhip fhould be eftablifhed in every part 
of the land, which were called Synagogues. 
Thefe buildings were conftruéted in fuch a man- 
ner, that a veil or curtain divided the men from 
the women; a practice which feems to have ta- 
ken place in all ages in the Eaft. 

Ic was in thefe places that the people met on 
the fabbath; nor to facrifice, becaufe that could 
not be done any where but in the temple at Jeru- 
falem ; but for this purpofe, that a perfon pro- 
perly qualified might read a part of the law, 
after which fome one or more of the moit aged 
and experienced expounded the meaning to the 
people. The reft of their worfhip confifted in 
prayers and hymns, and the whole concluded 
with an earneft addrefs to the deity, that he 
would fend the Mefliah to deliver them from the 
power of their enemies: the judgments of God 
on their anceftors for difobedience were always 
repeated to the people ; and to induce them to 
obedience, they were taught to believe that the 
Meffiah would foon comfort them with his pre- 
fence. At firft thefe exhortations were plain, 
fimple, and unaffected, but in time they became 
extremely pernicious to the morals of the people ; 
for the Rabbies, whofe bufinefs it was to ex- 
pound the law, put many falfe gloffes upon the 
text, and fet up their vain traditions, as of equal 
authority with the word of God, teaching for 
doftrines the commandments of men. See Mark vii. 
7 and 13. 

That the Jews were in a great meafure igno- 
rant of their own law, before they were carried 
captive into Babylon, will appear plain, when we 
confider that in the reign of Jofiah a copy of the 
law was found in the temple, but few of the 


people remembered to have read it; it is pro- | 


bable this was a copy of -the five books of Mofes, 
which explains the ten precepts of the law, and not 
the precepts themfelves, becaufe thefe were got- 
ten by heart by the children. So much were the 
people of Ifrael affected with this difcovery, that 
their pious king rent his cloaths in token of hu- 
mility, and ordered a faftto be kept throughout 
the nation. See 2 Chron. xxxiv. 15—I19. 

It was otherwife when Our Saviour came in 
the flefh, for the Jews were fo far from being ig- 
norant of their law, that they difputed concerning 
many paffages init ; and fo well were they ac- 
quainted with the prophecies, that when Herod 
afked them where the Meffiah was to be born, 
they told him, without the leaft hefitation, in 
Bethlehem of Judea. See Matthew ii. 5. 

The Jews in every town and diftrict were 
invited by the elders to become members of 
the fynagogue; which invitation every perfon 
was at liberty to comply with or reject ; if he re- 
jected the invitation, he had then no right to any 
of the pecuniary emoluments given at {tated times 
to the poor; but that did not by any means exclude 
him from attending the facrifices in the temple at 
Jerufalem : on the other hand, if he complied 
with the invitation, he was then obliged to fub- 
mit to the laws of the Synagogue, otherwife he 
was excluded. 

Thirdly, we have no account in facred fcrip- 
ture, of the return of the ten tribes which were 
carried captive by the king of Affyria. See 2 Kings 
xvii, 6. It may therefore be afked, whether thofe 
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people, called Jews in the New Teftament, were 
the defcendants of the twelve patriarchs, or only 
of Judah and Benjamin ? 

This queftion requires fome attention, and 
therefore we fhall confider it with care and deli- 
beration : 

The children of Hrael were never called Jews 
till they went into captivity ; and probably this 
name was firft given them by the Babylonians, 
Firft, the regal dig- 
nity was inherent in the tribe of Judah, and al- 
though that of Benjamin was carried into cap- 
tivity, yet that being fmaller than the other, both 
went under one name. Secondly, the ten tribes 
fpoke the fame language as the others, they were 
of the fame original ; the fame manners and cuf- 
toms were peculiar to all, and therefore nothing 
can be more probable, than that the people of 
Babylon would call the whole of thefe people by 
one and the fame name. 

Zecharias, the father of John the Baptift, was 
a prieft of the courfe of Abia, and all the priefts 
were of the tribe of Levi, and his wife exprefsly 
called the daughter of Aaron. See Luke i. 5. 
The apoftle Paul tells: us, that he was of the 
tribe of Benjamin, for he was born in Tarfus, 
which belonged to that tribe. See 445 xxi. 39. 
But to carry the argument ftill further, the fame 
Apofile, fpeaking in his defence before king 
Agrippa, fays, ‘“ and now-I ftand and am 
“* judged for the hope of the promife made of 
«© God unto our fathers: unto which promife our 
© twelve tribes, inftantly ferving God day, and. 
** night, hope tocome.” See és xxvi. 6—7. 
Thus it appears that the children of Hrael in 


| general were called Jews, and that fome out of 


each tribe returned from the captivity. 

There is no doubt but many of the ten tribes 
married and cortinued in Babylon, Affyria, Per- 
fia, and Media; aid this has given rife to a nc- 
tion embraced by the modern Jews, that there is 
flill a great nation of their people inhabiting an 
extenfive country, beyond the river Euphrates, 
and that they will return and join the reft of their 
brethren at Jerufalem, at the coming of the 
Mefliah. But where is this country? what tra- 
veller either antient or modern, has taken the 
leaft notice of ic? One Benjamin of Toledo, a 
Jew, whotravelled into the Eaft, in the twelfth 
century, knew nothing of it; and, indeed, there 
is the greateft reafon to believe that the whole is 
no more than a fiction invented by their rabbies to 
delude the people. 

From what has been faid, it naturally follows, 
Firft, that the Jews relapfed fo often into idola- 
try before the captivity becaufe they had no fixed 
place to meet on the Sabbath, to hear the law 
read and explained ; for reading is the life and 


foul of religion, efpecially when the bulk of the 


people are lictle acquainted with literature; we 
may add further, thatthe religion of the Heathens, 
or rather their idolatry, was of too alluring a na- 
ture not to captivate the paffions of men naturally 
hard-hearted and difobedient, and who had not 
properly confidered the power of that God, who 
had wrought the greateft miracles in their fa- 
vour, for the Jews were in all ages a {tiff-necked, 
rebellious people. The precepts contained in 
the law which God gave to Mofes were pure 
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and holy ; they were calculated to prevent the 
people of Ifrael from abufing themfelves by mix- 
ing with the Heathens; in whofe temples the 
groffeft, the moft fhameful and unnatural abomi- 
nations were committed. Nay, even thofe crimes 
which fink the human creation beneath the beafts 
that perifh, were confidered as virtues, and there- 
fore we need not wonder that the Jews fhould fo 
frequently become idolaters. 

Secondly, when the children of Ifrael had been 
trained in the fchool of affiidtion, and brought 
to a fenfe of their duty, they found it neceflary 
to have places eftablifhed, for reading and ex- 
pounding the law. This was what preferved 
them from returning to idolatry; for however 
grofs their vices might have been, after their re- 
turn from the captivity, yet neither in the New 
Teftament, norin Jofephus, do we read that they 
worfhipped the idols of the Heathens. Nay, 
Jofephus relates many fufferings inflicted upon 
thofe diftreffed people, becaufe they would not 
facrifice unto idols. 

Thirdly, it is plain, that many out of each 
tribe returned from the captivity, for although 
they were called by the common name of Jews, 
yet they {till kept up the diftinétion both of their 
tribes and families. Thus much with refpect to 
the three queftions propofed, and we doubt not 
but the anfwers will be fatisfactory. We fhall 
now conclude, with an hearty prayer to God for 
the converfion of the Jews, and the union of all 
thofe who profefs the doétrine of the Bleffed 
Jefus. 


LORD, the Father of mercies, let not thine 
indignation always burn againft thy antient 
eople, nor caft them off for ever. Though the 
blood of thy dear fon Our Bleffed Saviour lies beavy 
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upon them, and bitberio- thon baft bardened their 
hearts, yet be pleafed, of thine infinite mercy, to open 
their eyes, foften their hearts, axd caufe them to 
mourn over him whom their forefathers pierced. 
Caufe them to underftand thofe Sacred Oracles which 
thou didff commit to their keeping, that Our Sa~ 
viour, who bath long fince been a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, may, in thy due time, be the glory of 
thy people Ifrael, that fo there may be but one 
fheepfold, as there is but one fhepherd. For the. 
[peedying of their converfion, be pleafed to compofe 
tke many differences that fubfift among Chriftians, 
and fo unite them together, that their examples may 
no longer difcourage, but may incite thy once chofen 
people to embrace Our Lord and Saviour, and bis 
bleffed dofirine. Caufe thy truth, O Lord, to fhine 
forth gloricufly and triumphantly, as the fun at noon- 
day ; and let it difpel the thick mift of darknefs and 
errcr that bath overfpread fo many nations of the 
world, Set up thy pure worfhip, and thine own 
inftitutions ia all parts; and threw down idolatry 
and falfe worhhip wherever it prevails. Break the 
yoke of oppreffion and violence, and rebuke the fpirit 
of profanenefs, impiety, intemperance and ungodli- 
nefs; and let holinefs, righteoufnefs, brotherly kind- 
nefs, and charity, prevail wherever the Gofpel of 
Chrijt is owned and profeffed. Unite all Chriftians © 
in thofé things which are the main fundamental prin- 
ciples of the Chriftian religion, and give them cha- 
rity and mutual forbearance of each other in lefs im- 
portant matters. Let thofe who name the name of 
Chrift make confeience to depart from all iniquity, 
and live as become his difciples and fervants, Grant 
this, O Lord, for thy own great mercies, and Our 
dear Saviour’s merits fake: to whom with Thyfelf, 
and Holy Spirit, be all Honour, Glory, Praife, 
Thanksgiving, and fincere Obedience, rendered now, 
and for evermore. Amen. ~. 


GLORY BE TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, ON EARTH PEACE, GOOD-WILL 
TOWARDS MEN, 
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Afi his birth, 63. 
Mofes, to Pharaoh, king of Egypt, in behalf of the 
oppreffed Ifraelites, 66. 
try of the people, &4. 


Contributes towards the idola- 
Makes a golden calf, and ereéts 
an altar before it, ib. Is chaftifed for his indifcretion by 
his brother Mofes, ib. Is conftituted high-prieft, 88. 

. Offers his firft burnt-offering for himfelf and the people, 
ib. His two fons, Nadab and Abihu, are firack dead 
with lightning, and for what, ib. He and his fifter Mi- 
riam, envying Mofes, fall out with him,gi. Is feverely 
rebuked for his conduét, and his fifter Miriam {mitten 
with a leprofy, ib. Acknowledges the fin he had com- 
mitted, begs pardon, and intercedes in behalf of his fifter, 
in confequence of which her leprofy is removed, ib. Makes 
atonement for the fins of the people, and thereby caufes 
the plague, with which they had been fome time afflic- 
ted for their rebellious difpofition, to be removed, 95. 
His rod, which had teen placed in the temple, buds, 
and produces ripe almonds, ib. The caufe of this afto- 
nifhing miracle, ib. Is forewarned of his death, 96. 
Appoints his fon Eleazar to fucceed him in the priefthood, 
ib. Dieson Mount Hor, and is greatly lamented by the 

eople, ib. 

A ARIM, mountains of, their fituation, &c. 103, nore. 

ABEL, his birth, 9. Import of his name, ib. Offers an 
oblation to God, which is accepted in preference to that 
offered by his brother Cain, ib, On this account his 
brother is incenfed againft him, and treacheroufly kills 
him, ib. 

ABIATHAR, the high-prieft, is removed from his office 
by Solomon, and banifhed from Jerufalem, 209. 

ABIHU and Nadab, the two fons of Aaron, are ftruck 
dead with lightning, and on what account, 88. 

ABIGAIL, the wife of Nabal, by her prudent behaviour 
to David, prevents the deftruction of herfelf and family, 
161. Is married to David, 162. 

ABIJAM fucceeds his father Rehoboam in the government 
of Judah, 229. Makes a pathetic fpeech to the ten 
tribes, ib. Defeats the army of Jeroboam with great 
flaughter, ib. 
ib. note. 

ABIMELECH, king of Gerar, orders Sarai, Abram’s wife, 
(whom he takes to be his filter) to be brought to his pa- 
Jace with intent to make her one of his concubines, zs. 
He is cautioned in a dream not to violate her on pain of 
immediate death, ib. Being informed who bhhe is, he 
fends for Abram, and expoftulates with him on the im- 
propricty of his conduct, in making his wife pafs for his 
fifter, ib. Is pacified, and not only reftores her, but 
makes them both valuable prefents, and permits Abram 
to fettle in any part of his dominions, ib, Enters into a 
treaty of friendfhip with him, 26. 5 

ABIMELECH, the fecond king of Gerar, takes Rebecca 
to be Sfaac’s fitter, 36. Difcovers his miitake, and re- 
bukes Ifaac for having impofed on him, ib. Accepts his 
apology, and iffues an edittin his favour, 32. Goes to 
Beerfheba, and there enters into a treaty of friendthip 
and alliance with Ifaac, ib, ‘ 

ABIME!.ECH, natural fon to Gideon, flays all his brothers 

. except one, and is made king of Shechem, 129. Is de 
pofed, and another chofen in his lead, 130. Storms the 
lace, and orders the city t© be levelled with the ground, 
ab. Purfues the fugitive Shechemites to their trong 
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ABIRAM and Dathan rebel againft Mofes, 93. 


His reign very fhort, and the reafon why, . 
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holds, at the entrance of which he orders piles of wood 
to be placed, which being fet on fire, no lefs than 1006 
perith in the flames, 131. Receives a mortal wound at 
Thebes, by a ftone thrown from the walls of the city, 
upon which, agreeable to his own requeft, his armour~ 
bearer difpatches him, ib. 


ABINADAB and Malchifhua, two of Saul’s fons, are flain 


in battle by the Philiftines, 166. 
The de- 


ftrugtion that attended them in confequence thereof, 


ABISHAG, a beautiful young woman of Shunam, becomes 
concubinary wife to David in his advanced age, 201. 

ABNER, Saul’s general, after the death of his mafter, 
fets up Ifhbofheth, the remaining fon of Saul, as fucceffor 
to the throne, and by his interelt he is declared king by 
all the tribes, except that of Judah, 168. Marches with 
an army againft Joab, David’s general, is defeated, and 
himfelf and troops put to flight, ib. Is purfued by Affa- 
hel, Joab’s brother, whom he kills with his fpear, 169. 
A difference takes place between him and ifhbofheth, 
upon which he turns over his intereft to David, 169. Is 
treacheroufly murdered by Joab, 170. 

ABRAM leaves Ur, and goes with his father to Charan, 
17. Yn obedience to the Divine direétion, he leaves 
Charan, and taking with him his wife and family, toge- 
ther with his nephew Lot, goes into the land of Canaan, 
18. After furveying the country, he ftops for fome time 
in the plain of Moreh, near the city of Sichem, and 
there erects an altar, ib. He receives affurances of the 
Divine favour arid protection, with a promife that the 
whole land fhould be poffefled by his defcendants, ib. 
He removes from the plain of Moreh into the more 
mountainous parts of the country near Bethel, where he 
likewife ereéts an altar, ib. From thence, in confequence 
of a famine, he goes with his family ihto Egypt, where, 
being fearful that the people fhould be captivated with 
his wife’s charms, it is agreed between them, that fhe 
fhall pafs for his fifter, 19. His fufpicions are july 
founded, and his wife is fent for by Pharaoh, king of 
Egypt, in whofe palace fle remains fome time, but her 
chaitity is preferved by Divine interpofition, ib. He is 
fent for by Pharaoh, who, after rebuking him for making 
his wife pafs for his fifler, orders him to quitthe kingdom, 
ib. He accordingly leaves Egypt, and returns to his 
former fituation near Bethel, where he e:eéts an altar, 
and on which he offers a facrifice of thanks to God for 
his efcape from Egypt, ib, Parts with his nephew Lor, 
ib. After their feparation Abram has a vifion, in which 
the Divine promifes before made to him are confirmad, 
ib. He removes with his family to the plain of Mamre 
near Hebron, where he likewife ere&ts an altar, 20. 
Vanqnifhes Chadorlaomer’s army, and recovers his ne- 
phew Lot, who had been taken prifoner, ib. Is con- 
gratulated on the occafion by the king of Sodom, as alfo 
by Melchizedek, king of Salem, ib. Reccives freth af- 
furances of the Divine protcétion, ib, Is promifed a fon, 
21. Enters into a covenant with God, ib. ‘The manner 
of it, ib. “Takes his wife’s hand-maid Hagar to his 
bed, ib. He has a fon by her, whom he calls Ithmael, 
22. His name is changed frem Abram to Abraham, 
and his wife’s name from Sarai to Sarah, ib. The im- 
port of eachterm, ib. nore. In conformity to the Divine 
command, he circumcifes himfelf, his fon Ifimael, and 
all the males in his family, 23. Is vifited by three an- 


gels, 
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gels, ib. Ys informed of their fecret intentions to deftroy- 


Sodom and Gomorrah, ib. Intercedes in behalf of the 
inhabitants of thofe cities. 24. Procures a conditional 
promife in their favour, ib. Removes from Mamre to 
Gerar, 25. Again prevails with his wife ta pafs for his 
fifter, ib. Abimelech, king of Gerar, orders Sarah to be 
brought to him with intent to make her his concubi e¢ ; 
but being informed in a vifion who fhe was, and that if 
he defiled her he thould be put to death, he lays afide his 
intentions, fends for Abraham, and, after reprimanding 
him for carrying on a deception, difmiffes them, and 
beftows on them many valuable prefents, ib. Has a fon 
by his wife Sarah, whom he calls Ifaac, ib. Import of 
that name, ib. zore. At the inftigation of his wife Sarah 
he turns away Hagar and Ifhmael. 26. Enters into a 
league with king Abimelech, ib. Is ordered by God to 
facrifice his fon, Ifaac, 27. His various trials on the oc- 
cafion, ib. He refolves to obey, and accordingly fets 
out for Mount Moriah, where he binds his fon, and 
ftretches out his hand to give the blow, but is prevented 
by a voice from heaven, ib. Receives frefh affurances of 
the Divine prote€tion, 28. He purchafes a burial-place 
for the interment of his wife Sarah, ib, Employs his 
fleward to procure a wife for his fun aac, ib. Marries 
Keturah, by whomhc has fix fons, 30. His death and 
burial, ib. 

ABSALOM revenges the injury done to his fiter Tamar 
by his brother-in-law Amnon, whom he caufes to be 
murdered at a theep-‘hearing entertainment, 182. Flies 
to Talmai king of Gefher, with whom he continues 
three years, but at length is reftored to his father’s fa- 
vour at the inftigation of Joab, 133. Rebels againit 
his father, 183. Gets poffetion of Jerufalem, 187. 
Behaves indecently to his father’s wives. 288. Is defeated 
by his father’s army, 190. The manner of his death, 
rb. 

ACHAN privately plundcis at the fiege of Jericho, contra- 
ry tothe exprefs orders of Jofhua, 10g. For which he 
and his family are floned to death, and their bodies com- 
mitted to the flames, 110. 

ACHISH, king of Gath, makes a prefent to David of the 
town of Ziglag for hisrefidence, 163. 

ADAM, hiscreation, 6. Is formed out of the duft of the 
earth, ib. Defcription of lis naming the various ani- 
mals, from Milton, ib. note. His tranfport at the firft 
fight of Eve, 7. His flate of innocence, ib, His fall, 
ib, The fentence denounced againft him, 9. His ex- 
pulfion from paradife, ib. A lik of his pofterity in the 
line of Seth, 10. His death, ur. 

ADONIJAH, fecond fon to David, entertains thoughts of 
making himfelf king, 201. Makes a grand entertain- 
ment tor Joab, &c. in hopes of heing proclaimed, ib. 
Js difappointed by his father’s declaration that Solomon 
fhould be his fucceffor, ib. Flies to the altar for fanétu- 
ary, 202. Is pardoned by Solomon on promifing to be- 
eome a loyal fubje&t, ib. But afterwards, by Solomon’s 
orde:s is put todeath, 209. 

ADONIBEZEK, a principal leader of the Canaanites, is 
taken prifoner by the two tribes of Judah and Simeon, 
and moft of his men cut to pieces, 114. Is punifhed by 
the lofs of his thumbs and great toes, and then fent pri- 
foner to Jebus, where he languithes fome time and then 
dies, ib. 

ADONIZEDEK, the principal of the five confederate 
princes of the Canaanites, is defeated by Jofhua, tukee 

rifoner, and put todeath, 111. 

ADRAMYTTIUM, a fea-port, its fituation, &c. 633, 
note. 

ADULLAM, cave of, its fituation, &c, 158, nore. 

AGABUS foretels a great famine in many parts of the 
Roman empire, which happens accordingly, 612. 

AHAB fucceeds Omri in the kingdom of Ifrael, 232. Ex- 
ceeds all his predeceflors in wickednefs, ib. Rebuilds 
Jericho upon which all his fons die, whereby was fulfilled 
the anathema denounced by Jofhua, ib, Has an inten- 
view with the prophet Elijah, and upbraids him with be- 
ing the caufe of the calamities his nation fuffered, 234. 
Defeats Benhadad king of Syria, 236. Obtains another 
conguctt ever him, and makes a difhonourable peace, 
2z7. Is threatened very feverely for fo doing, ib. Co- 
vets Naboth’s vineyard, and, by means of his wate 
Jezebel, procures his death, ib. Receives a dread- 
ful denunciation from the prophet Elijah, 238. Goes 
with Jeiothaphat king of Judah to the fieze of Ra- 
moth-Gilead, where he is mortally wounded by an 
arrow, and foon dies, 239. The dogs lick his blood, as 
had been prediéted by the prophet Elijah, ib. 


E xX. 
ceeds his father Xerxes on the re ommeoees) See: 


Makes a great feaft on the occafion, ib. Divorces his 
Queen Vafhti, and on what account, ib. Marries Ha- 
daffah (afterwards-called Efther)-coufin to Mordecai, ib. 

. Makes a decree for the deftruction of all the Jews, in his 
dominions, 318. ; The decree rendered ineftetual, and 
by what means, 320° Grants 4 commiffion to Ezra to 
return to Jerufalem, 343. His death, 355. 

AHAVA, river of, its fituation, &c. 344, ore. 

AHAZ fucceeds his father Jotham on the throne of Judah, 
272. Ieavery wicked prince, ib. Is defeated by Re- 
zin king-ef Syria in conjunétion with Pekah king of If- 
rael, and his fon, with many of the principal ple, 
flain, 273. His mean fubmiffion to Tiglath-pilefer king 
of Affyria, 274. Removes the altar of the Lord from 
the Temple, and places another in its ftead which he had. 
fent from Damafcus, ib. Defaces the veffels of the tem- 
ple, and orders it tobe fhutup, ib. Dies, and, for his” 
wickednefs, is refufed royalinterment, ib. 

AH 4ZIAH fucceeds his father Ahab in the kingdom of 
Ifrael, 241. Sends three different companies of men to 
feize the prophet Elijah, who are all deftoyed by fire from 
heaven, 1b. Receives a mortal wound from the terrace 
of his houfe, and foon after dies, 242. 


AH ASUERUS tealled: alfe 


AUAZIAH, king of Judah, is lain by Jehu’s party as- 


Megiddo, 253. 

AHIJAH the prophet acquaints Jereboam that he thall 
fucceed Solomon in the government of ten tribes out of 
the twelve, 224. Rends his garment on the occafion, and 
why, ib. Prefages the death of Abijah, the‘fon of Je~ 
roboam, 228. 

AHIMELECH, prieft of Nob, relieves David in his dif. 
trefs, and for his fecurity prefents him with Goliah’s 
fword, 157. Is fent for by Saul, whoorders him, with 
many others of the facerdotal order, to be put to death, 


158. 

AHTTHOPHEL, David’s chief counfellor, joins himfelf 
with Abfalom in a rebellion againft his father, 185. 
Gives his advice to Abfalom, which being refufed, he 
immediately goes home, fettles his affairs, and hangs 
himfelf. 1&9. 

Al, city of taken and facked by Joflrua, ric. 

ALBINUS, the Boman governor of Judea, his infamous. 
character, 672, 571. Is removed from his office by or- 
der of the emperor Nero, ib. 

ALEXANDER the Great fucceeds his father Philip in the 
kingdom of Macedon, 356. Is made commander of the 
Grecian forces, 357. Defeats Darius, and takes his 
mother, wife and children, prifoners, ib. Subdues the 
Tyrians, ib, Marches againft Jerufalem in great anger, 
ib. But fhews the high-prieft, and all the people the 
moft diilinguifhed refpeét, ib. Again defeats Darius, 
358. Is grieved for the fate of Darius, who is murdered. 
by two ef his own noblemen, 359. Mfarries Statira, the 
daughter of Darius, ib, Dies with exceflive drinking, 
ib, 

ALEXANDER, eldeft fon of Ariftobulus, makes his efcape- 
from Rome, 409. Butis, by order of Pompey, put to 
death at Anticch, ib. 

ALEXANDER and Ariftobulus, the two fonsof Herod the 
the Great by his wife Mariamne, are ftrangled at Sebale 
hy order of their father, 428. ce 

ALEXANDER Zabina, under pretence of being the fon” 
of Alexander Balat, defeats Demetrius in a pitehed 
battle and afcends his throne, 395. Is vanquifhed by 
Antiochus Gryphus, fon of Demetrius, and flain, ib. 

ALEXANDER Jannezus fucceeds his brother Ariftobulus in 
the government of Judea, 39%. Murders one of his bro- 
thers, and why, ib. Makes war with the people of 
Prolemais, defeats them in a pitched battle, fhuts them 
up in the city, and lays clofe fiegetoit, ib. Proves per- 
fidious to Ptolemy Lathyrus king of Egypt, 399. Is de- 
feated by him, and the greater part of his army cut to 
pieces, 400. Makes an alliance with Cleopatra, the 
mother of Lathyrus, ib. Befieges Gaza, takes it and 
puts all the inhabitants to the fword, ib. Is infulted by 
his own fubjects, upon which after caufing great numbers 
of them to be putto death, hetakesinto pay auxiliaries 
_for the fecarity cf his perfon and government, 4014 
Take: moft of the places belonging to the Moabites and 
Ammonite:, and obliges them to become his tributaries, 
ib. On his return to lerufalem his fubjeéts fly into open 
rebe'lion againit him, ib, His fuccefs againft them, and 
unheard of cruelty, 4oz. His political advice to his 

ueen, 403. His death, ib. , 

ALEXANDER, a fon of Antiochus Eptphanes, = 

Clal 
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claiti to the thtone of Syria, 385. Forms an alliance 
with Jonathan, the Gaol je 2 Wiaccabous, gad cook 
tutes lim high-prieR, 386. ‘Defeats the army of Deme- 
trius, whois flain, a ; himfelf placed on the throne of 
Syria; by. the. unanimoys voice af the people, ib. . Mar- 
ries the daughter of: Ptolemy Philometer king of Egypt, 
ib. Forms a.plot. againit his father-in-law’s life, 387. 
Is defeated, and forced to fly into Arabia, .where the king 
of the country cuts off his head, and fends it to Prolemy, 
388. an : ° 

ALEXANDRA, wife of Alexander Jannzus, is made re- 
gent of Judea, after the death of her husband, 403. 
Makes Hyrcanus, her elde& fon, high-prieft, and de- 
stares him her fucceflor, 404. Is apprehenfive of being 
invaded by Tigranes king of Armenia, and fends him 
confiderable prefents to avoid the confequences, 405. Is 
greatly alarmed at the conduét of her younger fon’ Arif- 
tobulus, ib. ‘Her death, ib. | 

AMALEKITES, are defeated by the Ifraelites after their 
departure out of Egypt, 82. God threatens to be at 
war with them from generation to generation, ib. Their 
defcent, and the grounds of their enmity againft the 

. Mraelites. ib; xo¢e. Deflroy-the town of Ziglag belonging 
to David in his abfence, and fteal away his two wives, 
165. : ; 

AMASA, captain-general of David’s forces, is treacheroufly 
murdered by Joab, who afterwards takes upon himfelf the 
chief command, 195. 

AMAZIAH fucceeds his father Jehoafh in the kingdom of 
Judah, 257. Puts to death Zabad and Jehozabad, who 
had affaflinated his father, ib. Marches againft the E- 
domites, and gives them battle in the valley of Salt, ib. 
Kills ten thoufand, and takes the like number prifoners, 
258. Makes himfelf mafter of Salah, the metropolis of 
Arabia Petra, and orders the prifoners before mentioned 
to, be thrown from the top of the rock where the town 
ftood, ib. Challenges Joath king of Lrael to engage him 
in a pitched battle, ib. His meflage received with con- 
tempt, ib, Is vanquifhed and taken prifoner by Joafh, 
ib. Falls into contempt with, and is privately murdered 
by, fome of his own fubjects, ib. 

AMMON fucceeds his father Manaffeh on the throne of 
Judah, 281. Gives him elf up to all manner of wicked- 
nefs, ib. Aftera reign of only two years is murdered b 
two of his domefiics, and his remains depofited with thofe 
of his father in the gardenof Uzzah, ib. 

AMMONITES invade the territories of the Ifraelites, 
whom they conquer, and, for fome time keep in a fate 
of fubjection, 131.) 

AMNON, eldett fon of David, falls defperately in love 
with his filter Tamar, 181. ‘By a contrivance of his un- 
cle Jonathan he takes the opportunity of forcibly viola- 
ting her chaitity, ib. Conceives an utier hatred againtt her, 
jb. Is affaflinated by order of his brother Abfalom, 182. 

AMOS the prophet, when he lived and the contents of his 
prophecies, 265. 

ANANEL, the high-prieft, is depofed by Herod, 421. 

ANANIAS, the high-prieft, orders his officers to itrike St. 
Paul on the face, 630. 

ANANIAS and his wife Sapphira, their remarkable pu- 
nithment for having deceived the Apoftle Peter, 603. 
ANDREW, St. preaches the Gofpel in various parts, 643. 
Suffers martyrdom at Petrea in Achaia, 644. The form 

of, his crofs very fingular, and what, ib. 

ANTIGONUS, the fon of Ariftobulus, marches with a 
confiderable army againft Herod, but is defeated, and 
obliged to fave himfelf by flight, 414. By the affiftance 
of the Parthians heobtains the kingdom of Judea, 416. 
Orders the ears of Hyrcanus to be cut off, in order to 
render him incapable of holding the office of high-prieft, 
ib. Is befieged by Herod in Jerufalem, 419. Surren- 
ders himfelf, andimplores mercy in the mot abjeét man- 
ner, ib. Is put to death by Mark Antony at the inftiga- 
tion of Herod, 420. 

ANTIGONUS, the brother of Ariftobulus, is perfidionfly 
murdered, and how, 398. 

ANTIOCH, city of, by whom built, 611, wofe. Its fitu- 
ation, &c. ib. 

ANTIOCH in Pifidia, its fituation, &¢. p. 13, mote. 

ANTIOCHUS the Great makes himfelf mafter of Caelo-Sy- 
ria and Paleftine, 361. Grants the Jews many fingular pri- 
vileges, ib. Makes peace with Prolomy Epiphanes, king of 
Egypt, and gives him his daughter Cleopatra in marriage, 
ib. Plunders the temple of Jupiter Belus, for which he 
is affaffinated by the people, 363. His character, ib. 

ANTIOCHUS Epiphanes fucceeds his father Antiochus 
the Great on the throne of Syria, 364. Depofes Onias 
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the high-prieft, fells the Pontificate to his brother Jafqn 
firft, and afterwards to his brother Menelaus, ib. Engages 
in a war with the Egyptians, ib. Lays fiege to Jerula- 
‘lem, takes it by ftorm, puts, 40,000 oF the inhabitants to 
the fword, makes the Tike number captives, and fells 
them as flaves to the. neighbouring nations, 365. Pro- 
.fanely enters the temple, and takes away thé facred veffels, 
ib. Compels the péop}e to prattife idolatry, ib, Caufes 
the Jews to be perfecnted in the moft fevere manner 
throughout his dominions, 36s. Attempts to plunder 
the temple of Elymais, hut-is difappointed, and by what 
means, 376. . His exquifite torments both of body and 
mind, ib. His miferable death, ib. 

ANTIOCHUS Eupiter fucceeds his father Epiphanes in 
the kingdom of Syria, 377. Being a minor- he is kept 
under the tuition of Lyfias, who ufurps the title of regent, 
ib. Sends agreat army into Judea, but is defeated with 
confiderable lofs by Judas Maccabeus, and Timotheus his 
ae put to death, ib. Makes a peace with Judas 

accabeus, 380. Is depofed by Demetrius, the fon of 
Seleucus Philopater, who was the legal heir to the crown 
of Syr’a, 381. Is put to death by his order, 382. 

ANTIOCHUS fon of Alexander, depofes his brother De- 
metrius, and takes poffeflion of the throne of Syria, 389. 
Forms a ftrong alliance. with Jonathan, the commander 
of the Jewith forces, ib. Is bafely murdered by Try- 
phon, who had placed him on the throne and afterwards 
ufurped the government, 392. 

ANTIOCHUS Sidetes conquers Tryphon, the ufurper of 
the Syrian Throne, and fettles himfelf thereon, 393. 
Proves perfidious to Simon, commander of the Jewith 
forces, ib. Lays fiege to Jerufalem, and has it furren- 
dered to him upon terms, 394. Marches againft the 
king of Parthia with a powerful army, upon which both 
he and the greate rpart of his forces are cut off in one night 
by the inhabitants of the country, ib. 

ANTIPATER, father of Herod the Great, is appointed 
fub-governor of Judea, 410. Repairs the walls of Je- 
rufalem, ib. Promotes his two fons Phafael and Herod, 
411. Is a great friend to Malichus, who bafely caufes 
him to be poifoned, 413. 

ANTIPATER, eldeft fon to Herod the Great, forrns a 
confpiracy againft the life of his father, for which he is 
brought to trial, condemned, and put to death, 43°, 
&c. ‘ 

ANTIPATRIS, city of, its fituation, &c. 630, note. 

ANTONY Mark, defeats Brutus and Caffius at Philippi, 
41g. Makes Iierod and his brother Phafiel tetrarchs, 
and commits all the affairs of Judea to their adiminiftra- 
tion, 416, Obtains for Herod, with the affittance of 
Auguitus, a grant of the kingdom of Judea from the fe- 
nate of Rome, 417. Is oppofed by Antigonns, and but 
badly aflifed by the Romans, 418. Shews Herod the 
greateft marks of friendfhip and eiteem, ib. Haltens in- 
to Egypt to pay a vifit to Cleopatra, the then queen of 
that country, ib. A great breach happens between him 
and Oftavianus, 422. Is defeated at the battle of A&ium, 
424.. Hisdeath, 427. 

APHEK, city of, its fituation, &c. 236, mote. 

APOLLOS, his preaching in the churches of Ephefus and 
Corinth, 623. : 

APOSTLES, thofe of our Bleffed Saviour, their election, 
and who they were, 512. ‘Their return to Jcrufulem af- 
ter Our Lord’s afcenfion, 5gg. Elect Matthias into their 
number inflead of the perfidious Judas, who had hanged 
himfelf, Goo. Are all filled with the Holy Ghott, ib. 
Convert great numbers to the faith of Chrift, 601. And 
perform many miracles, ib. 

APPEALS, the manner and ufe of them among the Ro- 
mans, 632. 

APPII-FORUM, an antient city of the Volfci, its fitua- 
tion, and why fo called, 935, noze. 

ARARAT,, the mountain on which Noah’s Ark refted after 
the flood, it fituation deferibed, 12, xore. 

ARCHELAUS fucceeds his father Herod, and follows his 
fteps fo clofely, that he renders himfelf odious to the Jews 
goo. Is complained of to Auguftus, ib. Is, upon a 
a hearing, deprived of his government, and banifhed, 
ib. 

AREOPAGUS, a celebrated court at Athens 621, note, 

ARISTOBULUS (the eldeft fon of Hyrcanus) fucceds his 
father Hyrcanus in the high- priefthood and government 
of the Jews, and in a formal manner takes upon himfelf 
the title of king, 396. Is ofa cruel and fufpicicus tem- 
per, 397- Puts his mother into prifon, and ftarves her to 
death, ib. Engages in a war with the Ituraans, ub. 
duces them, ie aphbes them to become profelytes to the 
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Jewith religion, ib. Puts to death his favourite brother 
‘Antigonus, and why, 398. Dies in the utmoft agonies 
both of body and mind, and is fucceeded by his brother 
Alexander Jannaus, ib. His diftemper what, as related 
by fofephus, ib, vxote. ies 

ARISTOBULUS, the younger: fon of Jannzus, heads ‘a 
party dgainft the Jews, 405. Meets his brother Hyrca- 
nus at Jericlg, and enters into a treaty with him, ‘by 
which he obliges him to refign both his crown and high- 
priethood, 406. Is afterwards defeated by Aretas, king 
of Arabia, and purfued to Jerufalem, ib. Obliges Are- 
tas to raife the fiege, and deftroys feven thoufand of his 
men, 407, Pleads his caufe before Pompey, ib. Takes 
up arms againft him, ib. Surrenders himfelf up, and is 
putin chains, 408. Is carried captive, with two of his 
fons and two of his daughters to Rome, acg. Finds 
means to make his efcape, and raifes frefh diftu:bances, 
ib. Mifcarries in his undertaking, and is again fent 
prifoner to Rome, ib. Is fet at liberty by Czefar, but 
foon after poifoned by fome of Pompyey’s party, ib. 

Ark, Noah’s, its form and dimenfions, tz. The things to 
be taken intoit, what, ih. After the flood it refts on 
the mountains of Ararat, ib. 

Ark of the Covenant, what, 86. 

Ark of the Lord is taken by the Philiftines, 142. Is car- 
ried in triumph to Afhdod, and placed in the temple of 
the Idol Dagon, ib. The downfall of Dagon thereupon, 
ib. Is afterwards carried from one place to another, ib. 
Is fent back to Judea, and in what manner, 143. Sc- 
venty Bethflemites, prefuming to look into it contrary to 
the Divine command, are fuddenly ftruck dead, ib. Is 
conveyed to Kirjath-jearim, and placed in the houfe of 
one Abinadab, a Levite, ib. Is removed from thence to 
Jerufalem, 172. : : 

Armour, that of Savt’s after his death is placed by the 
Philittines in the temple of their idol Afhtaroth, 166. 
ARPHAXAD, king of Media, is defeated by Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon, and fofes Ecbatane, the royal 

feat of his empirc, 239. 

ARSACES fucceeds his father Darius Nothus on the throne 
of Perfia, 355. Ingayes lis younger brother Cyrus, 
defeats his army and kills him in batele, ib. His dgath, 

36, 

ARTAXERXES fucceeds Cambyfes in the Perfian empire, 
arz. Is applied io by the Samaritans to flop the re- 
building of the temple at Jerufalem, ib. Gives them a 
tuvourable anfwer, 313. Dics after reigning only one 
year, ib. 

ASA fucceeds his father Abijam in the kingdom of Judah, 
229. Begins his reign with endeavouring to root out ido- 
latry fiom amoug hs people, ib, Fortifies feveral cities 
on the frontier parts of his kingdom, 230. Defeais ‘I’c- 
rah, king of Ethiopia, ib, Deftroys all the idols, not 
only in Judah and Benjamin, bat in all the places he had 
fubdued, ib, Removes Maachah, his grand-mother, fiom 
court, on account of her being a patronefs of idolatry, 
ib. Engages the affillance of Benhadad, king of Syria, 
againit Baatha, hing of Mrael, ib. Is reproved for fo do- 
ing by the prophet Hanani, 231- Grows peevith and 
pationate towards the clofe of his reign, ib. {11s death, 
ib. 

Afcenfien of Our Bleed Saviour, 592. 

ASHKELON, city of, its ftuation, Ac. 136. note. 

ASSOS, a fea-port town, its fituation Sc. 626. ate. 

Afircnomers of the Eaft, their arrival at Jerufalem, and for 
what purpefe, qy8. ‘Their difmiffion from thence, and 
progre{s to Bethlehem, to Bnd out the child Jefus, ab. 
Their adoration and oblations on their firtt fight of the 
Blefled [ofant, ib. (heir return home another way, and 
why, ib, 

ATHALIAH, after the death of her fon Ahaziah, ufurps 
the throne of Judah, 253. Cuts off all the royal family, 
except Jchoath, who wis concealed for, fix years, 255. Is 
put to death by order of |choiada the high-prieft, ib. 

ATHENS, city of, its ficuation, &c. 620, nore, 
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AAL PEOR, an idol of the Moabites, fuppofed to be 
the fame with Priapus, and wherein the worthip of it 
principally confilled, 100, wote. 
BAALZCEBUB, the god of Ekron, import of the term, and 
by whom fo called, 241. 
BAASHA kills Nadab king of Mrael, and ofurps the go- 
vernment, 231. ‘lo support himfelf therein, he puts all 
the relations uf his predeceffor to death, ib. He is threat- 
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ened by the prophet Jehu for his wickedoefs, ib. Reigns 
twenty-four years, and then dies, ib. - : 

BABEL, town of, begun to be ereéted by the defcendants 
of Noah, 14. Is ftopped, and their intentions of finithing 
it defeated by the interpofition of providence, is. The 
manner in which this was effected, ib. The place after- 
wacds called Babylon, ib. The dimenfions of the tower 
defcribed, with the fuppofed manner of its deftruction, 
ib. . : or 

BABYLON, by whom built, 17, zoe. Defcription of the 
city and its walls, ib. Its dimenfions, ib. Its hanging 
gardens, ib, The temple of Belus, ib. Its gradual 
redudtion, and prefent ftate, ib, 

Babylonife Captivity, fome reflections on the caufe of it, 


293. 
BACCHIDES is ordered by Demetrius to march with an 
army into Judea, 384. Overpowers and flays Judas 
Maccabeus, ib. Purfues Jonathan, the brother and fuc- 
ceffor of Judas, ib, Goes to Jerufalem, and fortifies 
Mount Acra and the adjacént towns, ib. Enters intoa 
treaty of peace with Jonathan, and returns to Syria, 


385. 

BAGOAS, a favourite eunuch of Ochus king of Perfia, 
poifons his mafter, 356. Places another of the fame 
name on the throne, and prepares a cup of poifon for him 
aifo, but being detected is obliged to fwallow it himfelf, 
ib 


16. ; 

BALAAM is fent for by Balak, king of the Moabites, and 
for what purpofe, 98. Begs leave of God to go, who 
complies with his requeft, but under certain reftriétions, 
ib. Is met by an angel on the road, and reproved by his 
‘afs, ib. Is received courteoufly by Balak, ib. Acquaints 
the king that it was impoffible for him to curfe the Ifrae~ 
lites, and wilhes that their fate might be his, 99. His 
prophecies concerning them, ib. His wicked device to 
make the Hraelites guilty of whoredom and idolatry, 100. 
Ts cut off with five kings, &c. 101. 

BALAK, king of the Moabites, is greatly alarmed at the 
approach of the Ifraelites, 97. Forms an alliance with 
the Midianites, ib. Sends feveral coftly prefents to Ba- 
laam the prophet, and for what purpofe, 98. Receives 
him very courteoufly, ib. Is greatly enraged again him 
for blefling the Mraelites, initead of curfing them, 99- 

BARAK, the fon of Abinoam, and general of the Ifrae- 
lites, defeats Sifera, with afl his numerous army, 121. 

BARNABAS, a good and pious man, is fent from Jerufa- 
lem by the apoltles to Antioch, to affiit the difciples there 
in propagating the gofpel, 611. 1s appointed to go with 
Paul, and preach to the Gentiles, 613. Is taken tor the 
god Jupiter at Lyftra, and waited on by the prieft of that 
deity with oxen adorned with-garlands, 615. Is fent with 
Paul from Antioch to Jerufatem, in order to fettle 2 
-controverfy relative to circumeifion, 616. Is fent back 
to Antioch with the decree of the council, and the 
contents thereof, 617. Parts with Paul at Antioch, and. 
goes to Cyprus his native country, ib. 

BAR THOLOMEW the apottle propagates Chrifianity with 
great fuccets in the Hither India, 6;7. Suffers martyr- 
dom at Albania, a city on the Cafpian Jea, ib, 

BARUCH, amanuenfis to the prophet Jeremiah, who he 
Was, 286, note. Account of the book fo called, ib. 

BARZILIELAL, the Gileadite, is very kind to king David 
during hi, exile, 189. Is invited, upon the king’s refto~ 
ration, to go with him to Jerufulem, but defire, to be 
excufed on account of his old age, 194. 

UASHIAN, a famous mountain fo called, its fituation, &c, 

» "Oe. 4 

BATHSHEBA, wife of Uriah, after her hutband’s death, 
is married to-David, 177. 

BEER, city of, its fituation, &c. 129, wore. 

BEER-LAI-HAI-RO], what, and why fo called, 22. 

BEERSHEBA, import of theterm, 26. nore. 

BELSHAZZAR {ucceeds Labarofoarcied in the kingdom 
of Babylon, 305. Is deteated by Cyrus, and fthut up in 
his own city, 1b. Profanes the veflels of the temple in his 
banquetting-houte, ib. Is terrified at a hand.writing on 
the wall, which is .aplained by Daniel, ib. On the ci- 
ty’s being taken by Cyrus, he a lain, and the kingdom 
tranflated to Cyaxares, whom the iciptures call Darius 
the Mede, ib. . 

BELUs, temple cf, in Babylon, fuppofed to be the remains 
of the tower of Babel, 17, xore. 

BENHADAD, king of Syria, marches with a confiderable 
‘army againit Ahab king of Lrael, but is defeated, aad 
great nuinbers of his people fluin, 236. 1s again defeated, 
and makes peace with Ahab, 237. Sends a ftrong de- 
tachment to Dothan, inorder to iciue the prophet a 
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. but his officers ate bewildered, firuck blind, and led into 
the midit of Samaria, 249. Lays fiege to Samaria, and 
- greatly diftreffes the people of that place, 250. Suddenly 
rnifes the fiege, and departs with his whole army, ib. 
Is affaffimated by Hazael, one of his prime minifters, who 
fucceeds him on the throne, 252. : 

BENJAMITES,,. theit war with the other tribes, and the 
unhappy caufe of it, 118. Are charged fo furioufly by 
the Ifraelitith army, that only fix hundred of them make 
their efcape, ib. The mannerin which the tribe was 
afverwards recruited, 119. 2 ; 

RENONI, the laft fon of Jacob-by Rachel, import of the 
term, 42. Is called Benjamin by his father, after his mo- 
ther’s deceafe, and why, tb. Import of that term, ib. 

BETHEL, its fituation, 35, ote. Import of the name, 
ib. 

BETHESDA, pool of, import of the name, gio. Defcrip- 
tion of, ib. Miraculous cure performed at by Our Blefled 
Saviour, ib. 

BETHSHEMITES, feventy of them, for prefuming to look 
into the Ark of the Lord, are fuddenly ftruck dead, 143. 

BETHULIA, fiege of, 290. 

BILH AH becomes concubinary wife to Jacob, and has two 
children by him, 36. 

Birth-right, the various privileges annexed to it, 31, zote. 
What Efau parted with when he fold histo his brother Ja- 
cob, ib. 

BIFHYNIA, a province of Afia Minor, from whence it 
received its name, 618, sore. 

Blafphemer ordered to be ttoned to death, 88. 

Bor/s, plague of in Egypt, 70. 

Bread, unleavened, no other fort ufed during the feat of the 
Paffover, and the reafon why, 74. 


Cc 


SAR, Julius, is murthered in the fenate-houfe at Rome, 

C and by whom, 412. 

CAZSARIA Philippi, its fituation, &c. 526, nore. 

CAIN, birth of, 9g. Import of his name, ib. aote. His dif- 
pofition and employment in life, ib. 1s incenfed aginft 
his brother, and tréacheroufly kills him, ib. Is called to 
account for his conduct by his Maker, from whom he re- 
ceives a diflinguifhed fentence for his tranfgreffion, 10. 
Leaves his parents, and retires to a ftrange country, ib. 
After leading a wandering life for fome time, he fettles in 
the land of Nod, where he builds a city, ib. Account 

- of his defcendants, ib. 

CAINITES, their wicked courfe of life, 11. 

CALEB, one of the {pies fent by Mofes to furvey the land 
of Canaan, makes a true report, gz. For which he re- 
ceives the Divine approbation, 93. 

CALVARY, the mount thereof defcribed, 214. 
ation, &c. 21g. 

CAMBYSES fucceeds his father Cyrus in the Perfian empire, 
312. Interrupts the re-building of the temple at Jeru- 
jalem by the defire of the Samaritans, ib. Dies, and is 
buried in the city of Damaicus, ib. 

Camp of the Iraelites, plan of, go. 

CANAAN, land of, its fituation and extent, 18, fe. Is 
afterwards called Paleftine, the Land of Promife, of If 
rael, of Judea, and lattly, the Holy Land, ib. 

CANAANITES are driven out of their country by Jofhua, 


Tts fitu- 


112. 

CAPERNAUM, its fituation, and why Our Bleffed Saviour 
made choice of it before any other for his place of refi- 
dence, 507. : 

Cat, an animal fo facred among the Egyptians, that a Ro- 
man who had killed one was murdered by the mob, not- 
withflanding the interpofition of the king in his behalf, 
77- Nor even in a famine would any perfon prefume to 
eat one, ib. 

Catalogue of the Apoftles and their fucceffors, who founded 
and prefided over the five grand apottolical churches, dar- 
ing the three firft centuries after the death of Our Blefled 
Redcemer, 692. 

CHEDORLAOMER, king of Elam, is defeated by A- 
bram, 20. 

CHEMOSH, an idol of the Moabites, account of, 99, 
note. 

CHERITH, brook of, its fituation, &c. 233, vote. 

CHIMHAM,, its fituation, &c. 298, were. 

CHIOS, ifle of, where fituated, and for what famons, 626, 
ote. 

Circumeifion, firft pradtifed by Divine direftion, 23, xore. 
Reafons for its being inftituted, ib: Renewed by Jofhua, 
r08, 
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CLEMENT is fuppofed to have fucceeded St. Paul in the 
government of the Chriftian church at Rome, 653. Writes 
a long Jetter to the Corinthians, 654. His death not 
certainly known, but generally fuppofed that he fuffered 
martyrdom, ib. 

CLEOPATRA, queen of Egypt, dethrones her fon Pto- 
lemy Lathyrus, and by what artifice, 399, ote. Takes 
Ptolemais, and receives homage from Alexander Jannzus, 
400. Her character, 418, aofe. Her death, 427. 

CNIDUS, city of, its fituation, and for what remarkable, 
633, mote. 

COLOSSE, a city of Phrygia, its 
note. 

Confufon of ‘Tongues, on what account God was pleafed to 
effect it, 1¢. 

ConneGion between the Old and New Teftament, 656, &c. 

COOS, ifle of, its fituation; and for what famous, 627, 
note. 

CORINTH, derivation of its name, fituation, &c. 621, 
note, 

Covenant, the nature of, and manner of forming; 21, note. 

Creation of the World, 5. Poetical defcription of it, 75 
note. 

CRETE, ifland of, its fituation, &c. 618, sofe. Was once 
called the Happy Ifland, and on what account, ib. 

Crocodile, Divine adoration paid to it by the Egyptians, 


fituation, &c. 636, 


77+ 

CYAXARES (whom the Scriptures call Darius) fends for 
his nephew Cyrus, and makes him general of the Medes, 
304. By whofe mcans he deftroys Belfhazzar, and be- 
comes poffeffed of his kingdom, 305. 

CYRENE, city of, its fituation, &c. 611, note. 

CYRUS is fent by his uncle Cyaxares againft Babylon, 
304. Conquers and flays Nerigliffar, ib. Overthrows 
Belfhazzar in a pitched battle, and fluts him up in tue 
city of Babylon, 305; ‘Takes the city by furprize, flays 
Belfhazzar, and tranflates the kingdom to Cyaxares, 
whom the Scriptures call Darius, ib, Is advanced to the 
Perfian empire upon the deftruétion of the Babylonifh, 
308. His kindnefs to the Jews, and decree for their re- 
ftoration, 309. His death, 311. 

CYRUS, younger brother to Arfaces king of Perfia, attempts 
to obtain the fovercignty, and for that purpofe raifes a 
very confiderable army, but is defeated By Atfaces, and 
himfelf flain, 355. 


D. 


AGON, 
temple at Athdod, 142. 
before the Ark, ib. 

DAMASCUS, city of, deferibed, 20, note. 
quity, 274, nore. ue 

DANIEL the prophet, his royal defcent, 300. Is carried 
with three of his favourite companions into Babylon, ib. 
Is called Beltethazzar, ib. 1s initru€ted in all the Icorning 
of the Chaldeans, ib. ‘Tells king Nebuchadnezzar his 
dream, and the interpreiation thereof, 301. 1s loaded 
with prefents, and mace governor of Bubylon, 302. His 
three friends are thrown into a fiery furnace, but are mi- 
raculoufly refcaed therefrom, ib, ‘Uheir fong in the fur- 
nace, of what it coniills, ib. were. Ele interprets another 
dream of Nebuchadnexzar’s, 303. Has his vifion of the 
four bealts, 305. Kepioves Belfhauvzar, and then inter« 
prets the hand-writing on the wall, ib. Is refpected by 
Darius, and made the firft prefident of his kingdom, 306, 
A confpiracy is formed againit his life, in confequence 
thereof, ib. Is thrown into the lion’s den, but miracu- 
loufly delivered without receiving the leatt hurt, ib. His 
{tri adminiftration of juitice in the cafe of Sufanna and 
theelders, 307, The great reputation in which he is held 
by the people on that ac ount, 328. Makes interceflion 
with God for the reftoration of the Jews, ib. I; fuppofed 
to have been the caufe of procuring a decree fiom Cyrus 
in their favour, 309, ete. Remains in the Perfian court 
till his death, which happened in the gift year of his are, 
gir. Character of his writings by Jofephus, ib. His 
vifion concerning the four great empires, 481. Of the 
ram and he-goat, 486. 

DANITES make themfelves mafters of Laihh, which they 
defiroy, and put all the inhabitants to the fword, 195. 
They re-build it, and call it after the name of their aie 
celtor Dan, ib, Their horrid idolatry, ib. 

DARIUS (otherwife called Cyaxares) afcends the throne 
of Babylon, 305, Has a great refpect for Daniel, and 
makes him the firft prefident of his kingdom, 3c6. 1, 
compelled, through Gi: artifice o: Daniel’s encinies, to 

order 


‘ 


an idol of the Philiftines ere€ted in their 
lis form, ib. Falls down 


Its great anti- 


~ 
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by the courtiers of Hannum, king of the Amrhbnites, 
175. Hadadazer, the Syrian general, and his affociates 
make peace with him, and become his tributaries, ib. 
Falls in love with Baththeba, 176. Caufes Uriah, her 
hufband; to be put to death by ftratagem, ibs Marries 
Bathfheba, i77-_ Is reproved by the prophet Nathan, 
and threatened with Divine anifhment for his fins, 178-. 
Condemns himfelf, and con effes his guilt, 179- Is pro- 
mifed pardon in fome degree, and what, ib. Is punifhed 
in his family; and the manner how, ib. Goes to Rabbah, 
to take poffeffion of that city after being reduced by his 
general Joab, and returns with great fpoils to Jerufalem, 
180. ls oppofed by his fon Abfalom, 185. Leaves Je- 
rufalem thereupon, and why, 186. Engages Abfalom’s 
party, and obtains a conquelt, 190. Fits great lamenta- 
tion for the lofs of Abfalom, 191. Is reftored to his 
throne, and returns to Jerufalem, 144. Gives up to the: 
Gibeonites feven of Saul’s poflerity, whom they put to 
death, and then hangon gibbets, 197- Orders the bones 
of Saul and Jonathan to be taken up, and with the bodies 
of Saul’s feven defcendants, to be honourably interred in, 
the fepulchre of Kihh, Saul’s father, ib. Vanquithes the 
Philiftines in four engagements, ib. Compofes an hymn 
of thankfgiving on the occafion, 198. Account of thofe 
people whom he called his Worthies, ib. Gives orders 
for numbering the people, ib. The fatal confequences 
that attended it, 199. Proclaims Solomon his fucceffor, 
zo1. His fpeech to the princes and people of Ifrael con- 
cerning the building of the temple, 202. Gives his fon 
Solomon the plan he had formed for the execution of the 
undertaking, and an account of the treafures he had pro- 
vided for perfeéting the fame, 203. His dying charge to 
his fon Solomon, 204. His death and burial, 206. His 
charafer, 207. Av given by Jofephus, ib. xo/e. 

Deacons, feven of them appeinted by the apoitles to affilt 
them in propagating the Doétrine of Chritt, 604. Who 
they wire, ib. The manner of their ordination, 605. 

DEBORAH, the prophetefs, her conqueft over Sifera, Ja- 
bin’s general, 121. Makes a triumphant fong on the 
occafion, 122. 

DEBORAH, nurfe to Rebecca, accompanies her on her 
going to be married to aac, 29. 

Decalogue, pronounced by God from Mount Sinai to Mofes 
andthe Iiraclites, 83. What it was, ib. Is difpofed of 
in two tables, 84, &c. 

DELILAH, finding that Samfon’s ftrength confifted in his 
hair, cuts it off while he is afleep, and delivers him into 
the hands of the Philiftines, 138, 

Deluge, general, particular account of, 12. Poetical defcrip- 
tion of it by Dryden, ib. nore. 

DEMETRIUS, the nephew of Antiochus Epiphanes, lays 
claim to the crown of Syria, 381- Obtuins it, and or- 
ders Antiochus Eupater, with the regent Lyfias, to be put 
to death, 382. Sends a confiderable army into Judea, 
which is defeated by the courageous Judas Maccabxus, 
383. Is oppofed by Alexander (who pretends to be the 
jon of Antiochus Epiphanes) engages him, but is de- 
feated and flain, 386. 

DEMEFRIUS, the fon of Demetrius, refolves to revenge 
his father’s death, and recover his kingdom, 387. Gains 

over to his intereft Apollonius, governor of Calo-Syria, 

ib, Is affilted by Ptolemy Philometer, king of Egypt, at 
whofe intt:gation he is quietly placed on the Syrian throne, 

388. Receives afliftance from Jonathan, commander of 

the Jewifh forces, but proves ungrateful, 389. Is de- 

featea by ‘I'ryphon, and obliged to fly into Cilicia, ib. 

Engages Jonathan, but is repuljed with very confiderable 

lofs, 390. Forms a treaty of alliance with Simon the 

brother and fucceffor of Jonathan, 592. On the death of 
his brother Antiochus Sedetes, he icturns to Syria, and 
re.overs his kingdom, 394- But perfiiting in his vicious 
courfes and tyrannical way of government, is univer.ally 
deteited by the people, 395- is defeated in a pitched 
battle, and by whom, ib. Flies for refuge to Ptolemais, 
but is refufed entrance into the city, ib. Goes to Tyre, 
where he falls into the hands of his enemies, and is flain, 


order him to be thrown into the tion’s den, ib. Is rejoiced 
at his miraculous efcape therefrom, and orders his ene- 
mies, together with their wives and families, to be thrown 
into it, upon which they are all torn to pe ib. Ifues 
out adeciee, in which he orders his fubjeéts throughout 
his dominions to tremble and fear before the Gad of Da- 
niel, ib. 

DARIUS Hy ftafpes fucceeds Artaxerxes in the throne of 
Perfia, 313- Beftows great honours on Zeraubbabels go- 
vernor of Judea, and fer what, 314. Makes a decree in 
favour of the Jews, and their finifhing the temple there- 
upon, 315+ Dies univerfally lamented, ih. 

DARIUS othus fucceeds his father Ahafuerus on the 
throne of Purfia, but foon dies, and is fucceeded by his 

faces, ‘ 

gente Seana fucceeds Ochus on the throne of 
Perfia, 356. Is defeated by Alexander the Great, and his 
mother, wife and children taken prifoners, 357- Ts again 
overthrown by Alexander, 358. Is cruelly murdered by 
two of his noblemen, 359: His death puts an end to the 
Yerfian monarchy, ib. 

saviD is privately anointed king of Ifrael by Samuel, 
15t- Js fent for to court to divert Saul by playing on his 
harp, 152+ Is made one of his armour-bearcrs, ib. Ac- 
cepts of the giant Goliah’s challenge, ib.  Slays him, and 

the manner how, 153- Is in danger of being killed by 
Saul, and why, ib. Is promifed Micah, Saul’s fecond 
daughter, in marriage on certain conditions, 1S 4— Per- 
forms the conditions, and is married accordingly, ib. Is 
“gain in denger of his life through the phrenzy of Scul, 
. Makes his efcape through the contrivance of his 
wife, ib. Flies to the prophet Samuel, and with him to 
Naioth, 156. Tjas an interview with Jonathan, Saul’s 
fon, and renews the league of friendihip that was made be- 
tween them, ib. ‘Tells Ahimelech, the priett of Nob, an 
artful lie, and on what account, 157 Goes to Gath, 
where, being known by the king of that place, he feigns 
himfelf mad, and thereby effects his efcape, 158. Con- 
ceals himfelf in the cave of Adullam, where he is vilited 
by his reletions and friends, who form a little army; ‘ib. 
Puts himfelf and faanily under the protection of the king 
of Moab, ib. Removes with his forces from Aduilam, 
and tekes Up his refidence in the forelt of Hareth, ib. 
Relieves Keilah, and repulfes the Philiftines with great 
Jofs, 159. Retires to a wood in the defarts of Ziph, 
where he has another imtervicw with his friend Jonathan, 
gb. Gee: froin thence to the defarts of Maon, and from 
thence to Fingedi, 169. Has a favourable opportunity 
of difpatching Saul, bat rejects it with abhorience, ib. 
Promifes fatety 60 his family, ib. Leaves Engedi, and 
retires to the wildernefs of Paran, 161. Is provoked at 
the churlithnefs cof Nabal, a wealthy man of the coun'ry, 
and threatens to deftroy him and his family, but 15 re- 
jirained fiom fo doing by the prudent interference of Na- 
bal’s wife, Abigail, 1b. Marries Abigail foon after the 
death of Nabal, as alfo Anionam, 162. Saves king 
Sau}, though once more in his power, 163. Goes to Gath, 
where Achiuh, king of the country, makes him a prefent 
cf the town of ‘Liglag, where he takes up his refidence, 
ib. Makes feveral fuccetsful excurhons againit the 
Amualekites, Gelhurites and Gua2rite:, ib. Purfues the 
Amalekites who had deftrosed Ziglag in his abfence and 
taken away his wives, kills great numbers, puts the reit to 
Aight, recovers his wives, abd returss in triumph to Zig- 
lag, 165, Puts to death an Amaickite who brings him 
the bracelets and crown of Saul, after he had killed him- 
fclf to prevent falling into the hands of the Philillines, 
167. His reafons for fo doing, 1b. Lament» the lofs of 
Saul and Jonathan, and writes an clegy on the occafion, 
ib. Removes with his forces to Hebron, where he is 
anointed king by the heads of the tribes of judah, 163. 
Is greatly difpleated with his general Joab for having 
treacheroully killed Abner, 170, Attends his funera!, 
and writes an ode on the cccafion, ib. His deteftation and 
punithment of the murdesers of IMhbofheth, 171. As made 
king of all Hrael, ib. ‘Takes Jerufalem, enlarges it, and 
calls it after his own name, ib, ts congratulated by Hi- 
ram, king cf Tyre, 172+ Defeats the Philijines in two 
battles, 1b. brings home the Ark of the Lod from 
Kirjath-jearim to jerufalem, jb. ‘fhe manner 1n which 
he orders it to be conveyed, ib. Dances before it, 173- 
ds upbraided for fo doing by his wife Michal, wb. Contults 
the prophet Nathan relative to building a temple in Je- 
rufalem, but is peremptorily refuled, ib, Defeats the 
Philittines, Moabates and Syrians, 174- His peculiar in- 
dulgence to Mephibotheth, fon of his late. friend Jona- 
than, ib. Refents the indignity offered to his ambaliadors 
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DEMETRIUs, a filverfmith, makes a great uproar at 
Epheius, and upen what account, 6253. How, and by 
whom quelled, ib. 

DIANA, temple of at Ephefus, defcription of, 622, 
note. 

DINAH, the daughter of Jacob, is excited, by curiofity, to 
vifit the women of Shecacm, 40. The king of the 
country is pafficnately ford of her, and violently abules 
her chaitity, ib, ‘Ihe injury is barbarouily revenged by 
her two brothers, Simeon and Levi, 4. 

Difcipless 
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Difciples, feventy, fent by Our Saviour to preach the Gofpel 
in various parts of Judea, 531. 
Divine Revelation, a fummary view of the great trith of it, 


656. 

DOEG, herdfman to Saul, by his mafter’s orders, murders 
Ahimelech, prief of Nob, for having relieved David in 
his. diftrefs, 158, 


E 


BEDMELECH, one of Nebuchadnezzar’s eunuchs, 

intercedes with his mafter for the releafe of the pro- 

phet Jeremiah cut of his difmal dungeon, 294; he 
good effects thereof, ib. 

EBEL, mount, its fituation, form, &c. 110, more. 

ECBATANE, city of, one of the moft antient in hiftory, 
269, note. Its fituation, &c. ib. 

Ecclefiaftes, book of, its contents, &c. 353. 

EDAR, tower of, import of its name, 42, nore. 

EDEN, or Garden of Paradife, defcribed, 7, 
by which it was watered, ib. note. 

EDOM, king of, refufes Mofes and the Ifraelites a paffage 
through his territories, 96. 

EDOMITES, or Idumzans, who, 434, mote. Were more 

owerful than the Ifraelites, till conquered by David, ib. 

EGYPT, prophecies concerning, 4-1. Their fulfilment, 
474 Hiftory of, 475. Mode of government, and na- 
ture of the inhabitants at the prefent time, 476. 

EGYPTIANS, obfervations on their learning, language, 
religion, idolatry, &c. 76. Account of their pyramids 
and other curious ftruétures, 78, &c. 

EHUD mutders Eglon, king of the Moabites, and thereby 
extricates his countrymen from an oppreifion under which 
they had long Jabourcd, 120. 

EKRON, city of, its fituation, &¢. 241, nore. 

ELA fucceeds his father Baafha in the kingdom of Ifrael, 
231. Proves a very vicious and debauched prince, and is 
affaffinated by Zimri, a confiderable officer of his horfe, ib. 

EL-ALOHE-ISRAEL, import of that term, 40. 

ELATH, or Elah, a famous port on the Red fea, 273, nore. 

Elders, feventy appointed to affill Mofes in the government 
of the Ifraelites, go. 

ELEAZAR fucceeds his father Aaron in the high priefthood, 
96. His death, 113. 

ELEAZAR, the martyr, his magnanimity and fteadfaitnefs 
under the perfecution of Antiochus Epiphanes, 366. 

ELEAZAR, brother to Judas Maccabzus, his remarkable 
enterprize, &c, 380. 

ELI, the high-prieft, fucceeds to the government of the 
Ifraelites after the death of Samfon, 139. Is too indul- 
gent to his children, who are mere hbertines, 141. Is 
threatened by a prophet from God with the deftruction 
both of himfelf and family, ib, His two fons are flain in 
a battle againit the Philidincs, 142. Is informed of the 
melancholy news, and of theark being taken, ib. Falls 
fuddenly from his feat thereupon, breaks his neck, and 
dies, ib. 

ELIEZAR, Abraham’s fteward, is fent to Haran in Mefo- 
potamia, to procure a wife for his fon Ifaac, 28. Meets 
with Rebecca, and makes her feveral prefents, 29. Is 
courteoufly entertained by her relations, and, on commu- 
nicating his bufinefs, obtains an anfaver to his farisfaction, 
ib. Conduéts Rebecca fafe to his matter, as being the 
proper perfon to beconre Ifzac’s wife, 30. 

ELIJAH, the prophet, is fent to Ahab, king of Ifrael, to 
denounce a three years famine on the land for the wick- 
ednefs of him and his people, 233. Conceals himfelf for 
fome time, and is miraculoufly ted by Ravens, ib. In- 
creafes the widow of Zareptha’s meal and oil, and pro- 
mifes a ccntinuance of them as long as the famine lafts, 
3b. Reftores the widow’s fon to life, ib. Returns to the 
Jand of Hracl, and has another interview, with Ahab, ib. 
His conreit with the pricfts of Baal, 234. Orders them 
to be feized as a fct of cheats and impottors, and put to 
death, 235. Prays for rain, ‘and obtains his requeft, ib. 
ys threatened by queen Jezebel Yor having put to death 
the prieits of Baal, ib. Is forccd-thereupon to fly to Beer- 
fueba, and from thence to Mount Horeb, ib, Has a 
xifion, in which he is ordered to return into his own 
country by the way of Damafcus, where he was to anoint 
Hazael, king of Syria, Jehu, king of Ifrael, and to ap- 
point [lifha to be prophet after him, ib. Sends a fevere 
letter co Jehoram, king of Judah, 240, Commands fire 
to come down from Heaven to deltroy the meffengers fent 
by Ahaziah king of Ifrael to feize him, 242. Is foon 
after tranflated into Heaven, in the prefence of Elifha, 
who fucceeds him in the prophetic office, ib. Great affi- 
nity between Elijah and John the Beptift, 244. Charac- 
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ter of Elijah as given by the author of Ecclefiafticuss 


244+ 

ELISHA facceeds Elijah in the prophetic miniftry, 243. 
Cures the brackithnefs of the waters of Jericho, and the 
barrennefs of its foil, ib. Is mocked by the children of 
Bethel, and the fatal confequences that enfued, ib. Su = 
plies the army of the Ifraelites with water; and promifes 
them a compleat viétory over the Moabites, 245. Goes 
to Samaria, where he increafes a poor widow’s oil to fuch 
a quantity as enables her to pay her hufband’s debts, and 
preferve her fons trom bondage, 247. Reftores to life 
the fon of a rich Shunammite, 248. Performs feveral 
miracles at Gilgal, ib. Goes to Samaria, and cures Naa- 
man, the Syrian general, of an inveterate leprofy, tb. Is 
ordered by Benhadad to be feized at Dothan, but is pro- 
teéted by an hoft of angels, 249. Strikes the officers 
blind, and car:ies them into the midit of Samaria, ib. 
Difluaces Jehoram from putting them to death, 250. 
Relieves the diltrefl.s of the people of Samaria on ac- 
countef a dreadful famine, ib. Goes to Damafcus, in 
order to declare Hazael king of Syria, and foretclls him 
not only of his advancement, but of his future crucl be- 
haviour to the Ifraelites, 25z. Sends a prophet to anoint 
Jehu king of Ifiacl, ib, “Falls fick, and is vilited by 
Joath, king of Ifrael, 258. Gives him his blefinmg; and 
advifes him to wage war againit the Syridns, ib. His 
death, 259. A dead man 3s reitored to life by touching 
his body, 1b. 

Encampment, the manner of itamong the Ifraelites, 89. 

ENDOR, its fitnation, 164. Witca of, by the defire of 
Saul, raifes the Gho.t of Samuel, ib. 

ENGEDI, wildernefs of, derivation of its name, and where 
fituated, 160, asfe. 

EPHESUS, city of, its fituation, &c. 622, mote. Was once 
celebrated for a famous temple dedicated to Diana, ib. 
Its antient and prefent itate, ib. 

EPHRAEMITES, a civil war between them and the Gi- 
leadites, 133. 1s fuppreffed by Jephthah, and great num- 
bers of the former put to che fword, ib. 

EPIRUS, a province of Greece, its fituation and bounda- 
ries, 643, zoe. 

ESARHAUDON fucceeds his fathet Sennacherib on the 
turoneot Aflyria, 273. Invades Judea, deleats the army 
of Manafleh, takes nim prifoner, puts him in chains, and 
carries him to Babylon, 28¢.  Reitores him to his liber- 
ty, and reinitates himin his kingdom, ib, 

ESAU, his birth, and the import of his name, 31. Sells 
his birth-right to his brother Jwcob for a mefs of pottage, ib. 
Marries two Hittites againit his parents confent, 32. Is 
de, rived of his father’s blefling, by whom, and by what 
means, 33. Miukes bitter-complaints to his father [aac, 
on his brother’s mul-treatment, 34. Meditates revenge 
againit his brother, ib. Marries one of the daughters of 
his uncle ihmael, 35- Marches from Mount Scir, the 
place of hisretidence, to meet his brother Jacob on his re- 
turn from Mefopotamia, 39. Receives prefents from 
his brether by the way, ib. Eas an interview with him, 
and fhews him all the marks of tendernefs and affection, 


40. 

ESCHOL, valley of, why focalled, ga. 

ESSENE9, a fect amony the Jews, their religious tenets, 
&C. 395, nole. 

Es'THEK, or Hadaflah, who the was, 316. Is married to 
Ahatuerus, king of Perfia, ib. Saves her countrymen 
from thé general deftruction which Haman defigued againt 
them, a.d by what means, 319. . 

E'VAM, rock of, it» form and litustion, 137, nofe. 

LVE, her formation out cf Adam’s fide, 0. Her employ~ 
ment in Parad.fe, 8. Is tempted to eat the forbidden 
fruit, ib, The fentence denounced againft her for her 
tranigreffion, ib. Herexpulfion from Paradife, 9 

EVIL-MERODACH fucceeds his father Nebuchadnezzar 
in the kingdom of Babylon, 304. Releafes Jenoiakim, 
king of Judah, who had been a captive thirty-feven years, 
and promotes him to greathonour, ib. Reigns only two 
years, when his relations conf, ire againit him, and pur 
him to death, ib. 

EUPHRATES, one of the rivers that watered the garden 
of Eden, 7, wore. 

Expiation, day otf, the cercmonics ufed on that occafion, 
309, ole. 

EZtKIEL the prophet is carried captive to Babylon by Ne~ 
buchadnezzar, 287. Prophcfies the taking of Jerufalem 
by the Chaldeans, and the confequences that wuuld arifz 
thereupon, 288. Forerells the difmal deitruction of Je- 
rufalem, aud by what type the fecret was revealed to him, 


294... His death and place of burial, 299, mole. A lilt oF 
his prophecies, 300. 
8 Q EZRA 


I N D 
EZRA obtains a commiffion from Ahafuerus, king of Per- 
fia, to return with his countrymen to Jerufalem, 343- 
Makes a reformation among the people with refpe& to 
their marriages, 344. Is appointed governor of Jerufa- 
Jem on the death of Zerubbabel, 345. Reads the book 
of the law, and expounds it to the people, who liften to 
him with the moft profound attention, 348. Prevails 
with them toenter into acovenant with God, and the 
folemn manner in which it was executed, 349. 


F 


ALE, of Man, with the fatal’ confequences attendant 
thereon, 8. : 
Famine, account of a dreadful one which happened in Je- 
rufalem during the fiege of that city by Titus, 685. 
Feaft of Lights, why fo called, 376. 
Feaft of Lots, origin of, and the ceremonies attending it, 


Zt. 

Feaf of Pentecift, why fa called, Goo, mote. When firft in- 
fticuted, and on what occafion, ib. 

Feaft of Tabernacles, its inititution, and manner of being 
kept, 2109, note. 

FELIX, governor of Judea,.examines Paul on an. accufation 
laid againft him by Tertullus, 631. Is terrified at his 
difcourfe, ib. And the reafon why, ib, Keeps Paul in 
confinement during the time he holds his office, 632. 

FESTUS fucceeds Felix in the government of Judea, 632. 
Refers St. Paul to the hearing of king Agrippa, ib, 

Flies, plague of in Egypt, 67. 

Frogs, plague of in Egy; t, 6y. 


G 


ABITHA, the place where Pilate pronounced fentence 

on Our Saviour, 531, wore. Import of thename, ib. 

GABINJUS makes an alteration in the Jewith form of go- 
vernment, 4C9- 

See a proviece of Afia Minor, its boundaries, &c. 

18. 

GEDALIAH is made governor cf Judea by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, 295. Takes up his refidence at Mizpah, 297. 
ts murdered by Iihmacl, 298. 

GEHAZI, fervant to the prophet Elitha, is fmitten with a 
leprofy, and on what account, 249. 

GERAR, city of, its fituation, &c. 25. nore. 

GERIZIM, Mount, its fituation, form, &c. I10, note. 

GIBEAH, inhabitants of, ill treat the concubine of a L-- 
vite, 117. The dreadful confequences arifing therefrom, 


118, 

GIBEONITES proje& a ftratagem for procuring a peace 
with the Wraclites, 110. The manner of it, ib. Its 
fuccefs, 1y1. Are fentenced to be perpetual flaves to the 
Ifraelites, i. Acquiefce therein without murmuring, ib. 

GIDEON, is informed ty an angel that God had made 
choice of hima tobe the deliverer of the Efraelites from the 
oppreffion of the Midianites, 125. His facrifice confumed 
by the angel’s touching it with his laff, 126. Is ordered 
to deflroy the altar of Baal, and the groves that far- 
rounded it, ib. Is encouraged by miracles to engage 
the Midianites, ib. Gains a compleat victory over them, 
and in what manner, 127. Slays Zabah and Zalmunna, 
two Midianitith princes, with his own hand, 128. Is of- 
fered the government, but modzitly declines it, ib, Ac- 
cepts, however, of the ear-rings taken in the plunder of 
the Midianites, with which he makes an cphod, ib. His 
death, ib.. 

GIHON (called by the Greeks the Nile) one of the rivers 
that watered the garden of Eden, 7, zore. 

GILEADITES are invaded by the Ammonites, 131. 
Choofe Jephthah for their general, who vanquithes all 
their enemies, 132. Suppreffes an infurreétion raifed b 
“the Ephraimites, 133. ‘Fake down the dead bodies or 


San] and his fons from the walls of Beththan, where they } 


had been placed by the Philiines, firft barn them, and 
then honourably inter their afhes, 166. 

GILGAL, its fi-uation, and why focalled, 108, xcfe. 

GOLGOTHA, the place where Our Lord was crucified, 
gd2z. Its fituation, and import of the name, ib. 

GOLIATH, his picdigicus ftature, 152. His challenge to 
the [iraclites, ib. ds flain by David witha ftone and 
flin 9 ib. 

GOMORRAH, the wickednefs of its inhabitants, 23. 
Their impious endeavours to abufe Lot's gueft, 24. Are 
flruck with blindnefs, ib, Are deftroyed by fire from 
Heaven, ib. 





| a 
GOSHEN, Iand of, its fituation, &c. $3, ote. 


Groves, firft planted, and made ufe of as places of worthip, 
26. Reafons why proper for that purpofe, ib, zors. ; 


H 


Bee: the prophet, the time in which he-lived, 
and the nature of his prophecies, 285, nore. 


1 HADAD, an Edomite, in conjunction with one Rezon, 2 


fugitive from the king of Zoab, greatly perplexes Solo- 
mon in the latter part of his reign, 224. 

HAGAR, Sarai’s handmaid, becomes Abram’s fecondary 
wife, at the requeft of her miftrefs, 21. Is with child 
by him, in confequence of which fhe treats her miftrefs 
with contempt, ib. Runs away from Abraham, and tra- 
vels into a defart country, where fhe is vifited by an an- 
gel, who advifes her to return to her miftrefs, 22. She 
obeys his orders, and foon after her return has a fon, whom 
Abram (as the angel had directed to Hagar) called Jih- 
mael,.ib. She and her fon, after the birth of Ifaac, are 
both difmiffed from Abram’s houfe, 26. She travels into 
the wilderne(s of Beerfheba, where fheis greatly diftref- 
fed, but meets wirh relief from an angel, if Profecutes. 
her journey, and fettles in the wildernefs of Paran, ib. 

HAM, his indecent behaviour to his father Noah, 14. His. 
father curfes his race, in the perfon of his grandfon Ca- 
naan, ib. Settlement of his defcendants after the flood, 
¥6.. 


1 HARAN, or Charran, fituation of, 98, zore. 
HAZAEL murders his mafter Benhadad by ftifling him with 


a wet cloth, and fucceeds him on the throne of Syria, 
252. Lays fiege to Ramoth Gilead, and takes it, butis 
foon difpoffeffed and routed by the forces of Jehoram, king 
of Mfrael, 254. Reduces Jehoahaz his fucceffor to a very 
low condition, 255. Greatly oppreffes Jehoath, king of 
Judah, 257. Withdraws his troops on receiving a very 
valuable prefent, ib. 

HEBRON, city of, derivation of itsname, 20. 
ation, &c. 168, note. 

HELIODORUS, treafurer to Selenucus Philopater, king 
of Syria, poifons his mafter, in hopes of obtaining the 
fovereignty, but his defigns are obtrudted, and rendered 
abortive, 364. 

HERCULES, one of the idols worfhipped by the inhabitants 
of the ifland of Melita, 634, xore. 

HEROD Agrippa, raifes a violent perfecution againft the 
Chriitians,.6.2. Orders James (brother of John) to be 
put to death, ib. Caufes Peter to be appreherded, and 
thrown into prifon, ib. Is informed of his efcape, and 
fuppofing the keepers acceffary to it, orders them to be 
put todeath, ib. Is fuddenly ftruck by an angel with a 
mortification in his bowels, which foon puts a period to 
his exiflence, ib. 

HEROD Antipas admires the preaching of John the Bap- 
tit, 506. 1, reproved by him for cohabiting with Hero- 
dias, his brother Philip’s wife, ib. Is prevailed on to 
throw him into prifon, ib, And at length confents 
though with great reluétance, to have him put to death, 
522. 

HEROD the Great, fon of Antipater, is appointed gover- 
nor of Galilee, 411. Gives early inftances of his enter- 
prizing difpofition, ib. Is fummoned to appear before the 
Sanhedrim, and for what, ib. Puts himfelf under the 
protection of Sextus Cafar, prefect of Syria, 412. Marches 
into Judea with an intent to depofe Hyrcanus, but is 
prevailed on by his father and brother to relinquifh his 
defign, ib, Revenges his father’s death on Malicus, 414- 
Marries Mariamne, the grand-daughter of Hyrcanus, ib. 
Engages Antigonus, defeats him, kills the greater part 
of his forces, and puts the reit to flight, ib. Is com- 
plained againft to Mark Antony, by the principal perfons 
of the Jewith. nation, but by money and intereit renders 
their attempts againft him ineffe€iual, 415. § defeated 
Dy the Parthians, and makes his efcape by night, 416. Is 
denied admittance into Arabia Petrea 417. Goes to 
Rome, and, by means of Mark Antony, obtains from the 
fenate a grant of the kingdom of Judea, ib. Befieges 
Jerufalem, takes Antigonus prifoner, and puts him in 
chains, 419. Prevails on Antony to put Antigonus to 
death, 420. Is eftablifhed in the fovereignty of Judea, 
ib. Puts all the members of the Sanhedrim, two only 
excepted, to death, ib. Makes Ariitobulus, the brother 
of Mariamne, though but feventeen years of age, high- 
prieft, 421. But afterwards caufes him to be drowned, 
and how, ib. Aéts the part of chief mourner, and makes 
a {plendid funeral for him, ib. Is detefted for his hypo- 
crily,, and called to account before Antony, for fo ae 

ana 


Tes fitua- 
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an act, ‘but by artifice is jultified inflead of being con- 
Gemned, 422. Gives orders, however, that in cafe he 
fuffered, his wife fhould be inftantly put to death, ib. Puts 
to death his uncle Jofeph, with whom he had entrufted his 
wife, on fafpicion of having had criminal converfation’ 
with her, ib, Cuts off old Hyrcanus, fecures his wife and 
mother in the caitle of Alexandrion, and goes to meet 
Czxfar Odavianus at Rhodes, 425. Is kindly received, 
and confirmed in the kingdom of Judea, 426. Puts to 
death Solemus, on fufpicion of his having had a criminal 
intimacy with his wife Mariamne, 427. Acthe inftiga- 
tion of his brother and fifter orders Mariamne herfelf to be 
put todeath, ib. Repents of his rafhnefs, and is almoft 
diftra&ted on the occafion, 428. Puts to death Alexandra, 
the mother of Mariamne, ib. Procures the condemnation 
of his two fons Alexander and Ariftobulus, whom he had 
by Mariamne, and orders them both to be ftrangled, 430. 
Difcovers a confpiracy formed againft him by his eldett 
fon Antipater, whom he caufes to be brought to trial, and 
being found guilty, orders him to be put to death, ib. 
Has a great veneration for Auguftus Ceetar, and and car~ 
ries his complaifance to fuch a degree, as to incur the uni- 
verfal hatred of the people, 434. Rebuilds the tem- 
ple at Jerufalem, ib. Defcription of it as given by Jo- 
fephus, ib. His deftru€tion of thechildren at Bethlehem, 
499- His miferableend, ib. The nature of his diforder 
as related by Jofephus, ib. His charaéter, ib. 

HEROD's Hall, why fo called, and to what purpofes ufed, 
630, note. 

HERODIAS, fifter-in-law to Herod Antipas, prevails on 
him to commit John the Baptift to prifon, and for what, 
506. Caufes him to be put to death, 522. 

HESHBON, the capital city of the Amorites, its fituation, 
&c. 97, note. 

HEZEKIAH fucceeds his father Ahaz in the kingdom of 
Judah, 274. Makes a thorough reformation in matters 
of religion, ib. Renews the celebration of the paffover, 
which had been long negleéted, 275. Demolithes all 
idolatrous practices, and re-eftablifhes the temple worthip 
not only throughout his own dominions, but in other 
parts, 276. Gives orders for the deltruétion of the bra- 
fen Serpent which had been ereted by Mofes, ib. His 
reafons for fo doing, ib. Is fuccefsful in his wars with 
the Philiftines, ib. Is taken very ill. and receives a 
meflage from God by the prophet [faiah, ib. His 
wonderful recovery, 277. Enters into an alliance with 
the king of Babylon, ib. Is reproved by the prophet 
Tfaiah, for fhewing the wealth and itrength of his king- 
dom to the Babylonith ambaffadors, ib. His humble de- 
portment thereupon, ib. Makes preparations for a vigo- 
rous defence againit Sennacherib king of Affyria, who in- 
vades his dominions, ib. Promifes Sennacherib to fubmit 
to fuch conditions as he fhould impofe, ib. Receives ia- 
folent and blafphemous meflages from him by Rabfhakeh, 
his gencral, ib. His humble addrefs to Ifsiah the pro- 
phet thereupon, 278. Sces the proud Sennacherib’s army 
miraculoufly defeated, ib. Lives the remainder of his 
days in peace and tranquillity, and makes large improve- 
ments in the city of Jerufalem, 279. Dies, and is buried 
with great folemnity in the royal fepulchres, ib. His 
character, ib. 

HIDDEKEL, (afterwards called the Tigris) one of the 
rivers that watered the garden of Eden, 7, zote. 

HIEL, (of Bethel, the famous feat of idolatry) prefump- 
tuofly adventures to rebuild Jericho, for which he is pu- 
nifhed with the gradual lofs of all his children, 232. . 

HILKIAH, the high-prieft, accidentally finds the book of 
the Law of the Lord inthe temple, 281. Prefents itin a 
great form to Jofiah, king of Judah, who orders it to be 
dillinétly read to the people, 282. 

HINNOM, Valley of, its fituation, &c. 273, #ofe. 

HIRAM, king of Tyre, congratulates David on his taking 
Jerufalem, 172. Sends letters of congratulation to Solo- 
mon on his acceffion to the throne of Ifrael, z13. Sup- 
plies him with workmen and materials tor bailding the 
temple, ib. 

Eiftory of the Old Teftament, from the Creation of the world 
to the death of Mofes, 5. Fromthe death of Mofes, to 
the building of Solomon’s Temple, 107. From the 


building of Solomon’s Temple to the Babylonifh Capti- - 


vity, 219. From the Babylonith captivity, to the Birth 
of Chritt, 297. : 

Hiffory of the New Teftlament, From the Birth of Chrift, 

- ‘to his Afcenfiot’ into Heaven, 491. From Our Lord’s 
Afcenfion into Eleavén, to the full eftablifament of Chrifti- 
anity, 599- 

HOLOFLRNES, the general of Nebuchadnezzar’s forces, 
is killed by Judith, a widow lady of Bethulia, 292. 


E xX. 
HOR, a mountain in the land of Edom, its fituation, g6. 
HOREB, a mountain in Arabia Petrea, accoant of, 69, 
note. Is called the mountain of God, and why, ib. 
HOSEA the prophet, fome account of him, with the na- 
ture of his prophecies, 264. ae 
HOSHEA, the fon of Elah, murders Pekah king, of Lrael, 
and gets poffeflion of the throne, 267. Is defeated by 
Shalmanezer king of Affyria, put in chains, and con- 
fined in prifon during the remainder of his life, 268. 
HUSHAI, the Archite, who he was, 187, Aflifts David 
in defeating the defigns of Ahitophel in favour of his fon 
Abfalom, ih, Offers Abfalom hisfervice, and is bantered 
by him thereupon, ib. But fo artfully behaves himfelf 
towards the prince, that he is taken for a valuable friend, 
and admitted into his privy-council, 188. Gives fuch ad- 
vice as he thinks will be advantageous to David, which 
(Abfalom not knowing his defigns) approves of in prefe- 
rence to that given by the reft of the cuuncil, 139. Sends 
intelligence thercof to David, and advifes him what tteps 
to take for his fecurity, ib, 
HYM-ENEUS and Alexander ate excommunicated by Paul 
for denying the refurrection of the dead, 639. 
HYRCANUS fucceeds his father Simon, as high-prief and 
prince of the Jews, 393. Makes a peace upon hard 
terms with Antiochus Sidetes, 394. Shakes off the Syrian 
yoke, 395. ‘Takes feveral cities, fubdues Shechem, and 
deftroys the tempie on Mount Gerezim, ib. Conquers 
the Idumzans, and makes them profelytes to the Jewith 
religion, ib. Renews the league of alliance made by his 
father with the Romans, ib. Befieges Samaria, and takes 
it, ib. His indignation againit the Pharifees, and upon 
what account, 396, His death and character, ib. 
HYRCANUS, elder fon Alexander Jannxus, is named fuc- 
ceffor to his father by Alexandra, the queen-dowager, 
404. Meets his brother Ariftobulus at Jericho, and enters 
into a treaty with him, by which he retigns both his crown 
and high-priefthood, 406. Is aflifted by Aretas, king of 
Arabia, and defeats Ariltobulus, ib. Pleads his caufe be- 
fore Pompey, 407. Is reftored by him to the govern- 
ment and high-prielthood, 408. Is confirmed therein by 
Julias Calar, 410, Is delivered by the Parthians to An- 
tigonus, king of Judea, in chains, 416. Has both his 
ears cut off, and then returned a prifoner to the Parthians, 
ib. Is releafed by Phraertes, kingof Parthia, and allowed 
to refide at Babylon, 421. Returns to Jerufalem, ib. Is 
put to death by Herod, 425. 
HYRCANUS, the fon of Jofeph, the hiftory of his birth 
very remarkable, 352, ete. His condud at the Egyptian 
court, ib. Supplants his father, and obtains a commif- 
fion from the king to be collector of the royal revenues, 
393. Putsa period to his own exiltence, ib. 
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ABIN, one of the confederate kings of North Canaan, 
is taken prifoner by Jofhua, put to death, and his city 
burnt to the ground, 112. His fucceflor defeats the If. 
raelit-s, and oppreffes them with the moft unbounded fe- 
verity, 120. 1s conquered by means of Deborah the pro- 
phetefs, and the Jews reftored to their liberty, 121. 
JACOB, his birth, 31. The impcrt of his name, ib. Pur- 
chafes his brother Efau’s b'rth-right for a mefs of pottage, 
ib, Gets the blfling of his father Ifaac fom him, 33. Is 
fent to his uncle. Labin in Mefopotamia, to avoid the re- 
fentment of his brother, 34. On his way towards Haran 
he has a remarkable vifion, 35. Explanation of the vi- 
fion, ib. xote. He makes a folemn vow on the océafion, 
ib. His arrival at Haran, and interview with Rachel, 
ib. Serves feven years for her, ib. Is deceived by his 
uncle Laban, who gives him his daughter Leah, inftead 
of Rachel, 36. Marries Rachel likewife, but upon very 
hard -conditions, ib, Has four children by Leah, but 
none by Rachel, ib. Is defired by the latter to make her 
hand-maid Bilhah his coneubinary wife, ib. Complies 
with her requelt, and has two children by her, ib. Is de~ 
fired by Leah to make her hand-maid Zilpah his concubi- 
Nary wife, ib. Complies with, her requeit, and has two 
children by her likewife, ib. Has two fons ard a daugh- 
ter more by Leah, 37. And at laft a fon by Rachel, 1b. 
Engages to continue with his uncle Laban, on condition 
of havirig all the fpotted cattle for his hire, ib, Leaves 
him privately, and returns to the land of Canaan, ib; Is 
overtaken by his uncle, who expoftulates with him on his 
efcape, 38. Farms anealliance of friendhhip with him 
ib. Has another heavenly vifion, -ib. Appro.uches his 
brothet Efau’s country, and fends a fubmiftive meflage to 
him, 39. Is informed of his brother’s coming to meet 
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him at the head of an army, ib. His prudent condu& 
thereupon, ib. Sends confiderable prefents to his bro- 
ther, ib. Wrefiles with an angel, and has his thigh put 
out of joint, ib. Is afterwards bleffed, and called lirael, 
ib. Is kindly received by his brother Efau, 40. Goes 
to Succoth, and from thence to Shechem, where he fettles, 
and builds an altar to the Lord, ib. Is highly offended 
at his fons rafh and violent proceedings agzinft the She- 
chemites for the injury done to their fitter Dinah, 41. Re- 
ceives diretions from God toremove to Bethel, and there 
build an altar, ib. Purifies his people, and removes there 
accordingly, ib. Receives affurances from God that his 
defcendants fhall poff-{s the land of Canaan, on which he 
eredts a pillar of tone as a monument of the Divine fa- 
vour, 42. He leaves Bethel, in order to pay a vifit to his 
father Ifaac at Mamre, ib, Is flopped on the way by his 
wife Rachel falling in Jabour, and dying, ib. Builds a 
monument over her grave, ib. The form of it defcribed, 
ib. nore. Is injured by his eldeft fon Reuben, and refents 
it to his dying hour, ib. Vifits his father at Mamre, and 
there takes up his refidence, ib. Is very fond of his fon 
Jofeph, and why, 43. His lamentation for che fuppofed 
lofs of him, 45. Sends ten of his fons into Egypt, to 
buy corn, 49. Sends them a fecond time, and with them 
his then favourite fon Benjamin, 51. His joy on their 
return, and particularly on hearing that his fon Jofeph 
(whom he had long fuppofed to be dead) was alive, and 
in high reputation with Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 54. He 
goes, with all his family, into Egypr, ib. His interview 
with his fon Jofeph, ib. And afterwards with Pharaoh, 
55. Settles inthe Jand of Gofhen, ib. Finding, fiom 
his infirmities, that his end is drawing near, he fends for 
his fon Jofeph, and requeits, that after his death his ic- 
miains may be depofited inthe land of Canaan, ib. He 
again fends tor Jofeph, who takes with him his two fons 
Lphraim and Manafleh, whom Jacob conilitutés heads 
of tribes, 56. He beitows his bendedi@tion on all his 
children, and foretells what would happen to them and 
their poiterity, 57. Fulfilment of his prophecy relative 
to his ion Judah, explained, ib. zore, His death, and 
pompous funeral, so. 

JADDUS, the high-prief, is greatly honoured by Alexander 
the Great, 357- 

JALL, wite of Heber the Kenite, puts Sifera, the gencral 
of Jabin's forces, to death, and by what means, 121. 

JAMES the Great, why to called, 612, note. Is put to 
death by order of Herod Agrippa, ib. Some farther ac- 
countot him, 644. 

JAMES the leis, bithop of Jerufalem, writes an epiltle to 
the converts of the twelve tribes of Irael, 636. The 
ccntent of it, ib. Suffers martyrdom at Jerufalem, 637- 
Why called James the Juit, ib. 

JAMES and john detite Our Saviour to command fre down 
wt heaven to deitroy the inhabitants of Samaria, and 
why, 531- 

JAI HEL, the eldeft fon of Noah, receives his father's 
benediction, 14. The fettlement of his defcendants after 
the fload, 15. 

TCONIUM, ity of, its fituation, &c. 614, ste. Defcrip- 
tion of, with its prefent inhabitants, ib, 

JEHOAHAZ fucceeds his father Jehu in the kingdom of 
Mrael, 255. ds greatly opprefled by Hazael, king of 
Syria, ib. Dies, and is iucceeded by his fon Joath, 


10. 

JEHOAHAZ fucceeds his father Jofiah in the kingdom of 
Judah, 284. Is put in chains by Pharaoh-Necho, and 
sent prifuner to Egypt, where he {pends the remainder of 
his days in mifery and difgrace, ib. 

JWHOASH, king of Judah, is concealed for fix years in 
the temple from the fury of Athaliah, the wife of king 
Jehoram, 255. Is at length fetrled on the throne by his 
uncle Jehoiada, the high-prieft, ib. 1s a good prince 
during the litle of Jchoiada, but atrer his death falls into 
idolatry, 256. Orders the prophet Zachariah, fon to 
Jel.oiada, to be put to death, 257. Is greatly diftreffed 
by Hazael, king of Syria, ib. - Is confined to ‘his bed, and. 
alfafinated by two of bis domeltics, ib. Is denied roval 
interment, ib, . 

JEHOIADA, the high-prieft, keeps Jehoath, the fon of A- 
hbaziah, concealed for fix years in an apartment of the 
temple, 255. Sets thecrown on his head, and proclaims 
him king of Judah, ib. Orders Athalish, who had 
uturped the government, to be put to death, ib. Dies, 
and 1s buried in tne royal fepulchres, 256. 

JEHOIACHIN fucceeds bis father in the kingdom of Ju- 
dah, 286. But in a few months is taken pritoner by Ne- 
buchadnezzyr, and carried captive to Babylon, 287, Is 
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releafed, however, and kindly, treated by Evil-Merodach, 
fucceffor to Nebuchadnezzar, but finihes his life at Ba- 


bylon, ib. note, . 
yer 


OIAKIM is made king of Judah inftead of his brother 
Jehoahaz, taken prifoner by Pharach-Neche, aad. fent 
into Egypt, 284. Pioves a very wicked prince, and ‘is 
feverely reproved for it by the prophet Jeremiah, ib. Is 
likewife rebuked by the prophet Urijah, whom he puts to 
death, and afterwards treats his remains with the greateft 
indignity, 258. Is invaded by Nebuchadnezzar, and 
tarried captive to Babylon, ib. Is reftored again to his 
throne, under certain reftriétions, ib. Rebels, and is 
again invaded by Nebuchadnezzar, 286. Is flain before 
Jerufalem, and his dead body thrown into the highway, 
without the decency of interment, ib. 


JEHORAM, king of Judah, fucceeds his father Jehofha- 


phat, 240. Murders all his brothers, and feveral of the 
principal people of Israel, ib, Receives a very fevere let- 
ter from the prophet Elijah, ib. Several people fhake off 
theirallegiance, and refufe to acknowledge him as their 
fovereign, ib. Dies in a miferable condition, and un- 
lamented by his fubjc&s, 241. 


JEHORAM, king of Ifrael, fuceeeds his brother Ahaziah, 


245. Is joined by Jehofhaphat king of Judah, againt 
Metha king of Moab, 246. Defeats and befieges him in 
his royal city, ib. Is inclined to put Benhadad’s men to 
the fivord, but is diffuaded therefrom by the prophet Eli- 
fha, 250. Vows to be revenged on Elifha, fuppofing him 
to be the occafion of the dreadful famine in Samaria, but 
is rettiained therefrom, and by what means, ib. Receives 
a dangerous wound it the fiege of Ramoth-Gilead, 252. 
Ts confpired againit by Jehu, and flain with an arrow, 


253. 
JEHOSHAPHAT, fucceeds his father Afain the kingdom 


of Judah, 231. Begins his reign with making athoough 
reformation in religion, 232. 1s beloved by his fubjeéts, 
and revered by his enemies, ib. Marries his fon Jehoram 
to Auhaliah, the daughter or Ahab king of Ifrael, which 
difpkeafeth Gad, and invo!veth both him and his family 
in great trouble, 1b. Gces with Ahab againtt Benhadad 
king of the Syrians, 238. Returns to Jerufalem, but is 
met on the way by the prophet Jehu, who tevercly 1e- 
proves him for having afilted Ahab, 239. His pious ad- 
monition to the judges of the principal places in his do- 
minions, ib, His prayer, accounted one of the moft ex- 
celfentin facred writ, ib, zote. Marches again the Mo- 
abites and Ammonites, but is prevented from engaging 
them by their being all providentially put to death, 24.0. 
Suftains a great lols by joining Ahaziah king of Ifracl, 
in fitting out a large fleet of ‘hips, which are all dathed 
to pieces, ib. His death and burial, ib. 


JEHU, the grandfon of Nimfhi, is anointed king of Ifsae), 


25z. Kills his matter Jehorum with an arrow, 253. 
Orders Jezebel, mother in-law to Jehoram, to be thrown 
out of her window, ib. Extirpates the whole race of his 
piedeceffor Ahab, ib. Purs to death forty-two pe iple, 
the relations of Ahaziah, late kiig of Judah, 254. Snews 


' great civility to Jonadab the‘fon of Rahab, ib: Deltroys 


the temple of Baal, and puts all the prieits belonging to 
it to the fword, ib, Is invaded by Hazael, king of Syria, 
ib. Dies, andis buried in Samaria, ib. 


JEPHTHAH is made choice of to be the deliverer of the 


liraclites, 141. Ys chofen general of the Gidealitith ar- 
my, 132. His rath vow, ib. Is fuccefsful abroad, bur 
meets with great uneafinefs at home, ib, Endeaveurs to 
pacify the Ephraimites, bat to no purpofe, 133. Marches 
againft them with his army, conquers them, kills great 
numbers, and puts the reit to flight, ib. Spends the re- 
mainder of his days in peace, ib. His death, b. Whe- 
ther he really facriticed his daughter or not, ib. sore. 


JEREMIAH the prophet is greatly afflitted at the death af 


Jofiah, king of Judah, and wiites a fong cf lamentation 
on the occafion, 283. Denounces God's judgments 
againtt Jehoiakim and his family, 284 Upbruaids. the 
people of Jerafalem with their difobedience, and prophe- 
cies their-captivity. 285: Employs Baruch, his amanueniis, 
to take a copy of his prophecies, and rekd them to. the 
peopie, 286. Is obliged to conceal himlelf on the oc: 
cafion, ib. Admonifhes Zedekiah for his w.ckednefs, 
287. Puts bonds and yokes about his neck, in token of 
the Divine vengeance threatened to Judah and the other 
nations, tb. Advifes Hezekiah to Tive in obediencc to 
the king ct Babylon, 288. Sends a letter to the Capeive 
Jews at Babylon, for which he igs grofly abufed and mal- 
treated, ib. P-opbecies the Divine judgments. that 
would be executed on Chaldea and Babylon, ib, Prophe- 
cies the deitruct on of Jerutalem, for which he is fiezed, 
feverely beat, and then committed to Prifon, 294., Is se- 

s moved 


Yon 


moved from the common jail to 2 moft loathfome dungeon 
where he muft have perifhed had it not been for Ebed-Me- 
lech, one of the king’s euniuchs, at whofe inftigation he 
was returned to his former place of confinement, ib. Af. 
ter the city and temple are plundered, is preferved by 
Nebuchadnezzar’s orders, and treated with great refpeét, 
295. Is forcibly taken into Egypt, 299. Remonttrates 
againft theidolatry of the people and denounces the Di- 
vine vengeance againft them, ib. The manner of his 
death, ib. note. 

JERICHO, fiege of by Jofhua defcribed, 10g. Is taken 
and burnt, ib. 

‘ JEREBOAM fon of Nabat is made overfeer of Solomon’s 
building, &c. 224. Is told by Ahijah the Peahes that 
he fhall fucceed Solomon in ten tribes out of the twelve, 
ib. They accordingly revolt, and efpoufe his intereft 
againft Rehoboam, 226. Enlarges Shechem and makes 
ita royal city, ib. Sets up two golden calves, one at 
Dan and the other at Bethel, ib. ‘Takes upon him the 
charatter of high-prieft, 227. Is reproved by a prophet 
from Jerufalem, ib. The purport of the prophecy, ib. 
Is fo incenfed thereat, chat he ftretches out his hand, and 
orders the prophet to be feized, ib. His hand is inftantly 
whithered, but, at his earnett folicitation, is rettored by the 
prophet, ib. Sends his queen in difguife to the prophet 
Ahijah to confult him relative to his fon Abijah, who had 
fallen fick, 228. Ufes every means in his power to eftablith 
idolatry, ib. Is defeated by Abijam king of Judah, and ne- 
verafter able to make any oppolition, 229. His death, 231. 

JEREBOAM Il. fucceeds-his father Joath in the kingdom 
of Ifrael, 259. Is greatly affiftedin the beginning of his 
reign, by the prophet Jonah, ib. Recovers a large terri- 
tory which had been taken from his predeceffors, ib. Dies 
with great honour and renown, but leaves the government 
jn fuch confufion that there was an inter-regnum for twen- 
ty-two years, ib. ; ‘ 

JERUSALEM, the names it went by before it was reduced 
by David, 171, mote. Defcription of itas it ftood at the 
time Solomon built the temple, 213. Its prefent ftate, 
217. The previous figns of its deitruétion, 670. Siege 
of it by Titus, 684. Dreadful famine in, 685. Is re- 
duced, the greater part burnt, and the reft levelled with 
the ground, 686. ‘ : . 

JESUS, his name determined by a particular appointment 
from heaven, 497. Is born at an inn in Bethlehem, and 
laid in amanger, ib. His birth is made known to fome 
poor fhepherds on the plains of Bethlehem, ib. The tri- 
umphant doxology of a whole choir of angels thereupon, 
ib. Is vifited and adored by the poor fhepherds, ib. Is 
circumcifed on the eighth day after his birth, ib. Iscar- 
ried foon after to Jerufalem, by his mother and Jofeph, 
and prefented to the Lord in the temple, ib. 
feftation to old Simeon and Anna, by whom, in an holy 
extacy he is publickly declared to be the true Meffiah, 

98. Asalfoto three wife men of the Eaft, ib, Is at- 
tempted to be murdered by Herod, and why, ib, Is 
thereupon carried into Egypt, where he remains till the 
death of Herod, 499. oes up at twelve years of age, 
with his parents to Jerufalem, to celebrate the feaft of the 
Paflover, 590. Stays behind them, and their concern 
thereupon, ib. Is found foon after difputing with the 
doétors in one of the rooms of the temple, ib. Is blamed 
by his mother for putting her into a fright, and his excufe 
thereupon, ib. Returns with his parents to Nazareth, 
and lives in all dutiful tubjeétion under them, sot. Fol- 
lows the proteffion of a carpenter, and, though in favour 
with Gcd and Man, lives in a very obfcure manner, ib. 
Removes from Nazareth, and goes to Bethabara in Judea, 


D 


| Pharifees blafpheme, and for which 
His mani- | 


where he is baptized by John in the river Jordan, ib. The | 


extraordinary circumftance that attended that folemnity, 
502. Retires into the wildernefs of Judea, where he faits 
in a miraculous manner, for forty days and forty nights, 
ib. Is tempted by the devil, and the nature of the temp- 
tation, ib. Exerts his Divine power, and fubdues the 
Devil, ib. Is comforted by angels after his conqueft, ib. 
Makes choice of feveral perfons, and who, to be his difci- 
ples, 503. 
at Cana in Galilee,’ 504. Goes from Cana to Caperna- 
am, and from thence to Jerufalem to celebrate the feaft of 
the Paffover, Reforms the public abufe and profanation of 
the temple, and in what manner, ib. His difpute with 
the Jews thereupon, ib. Works many miractes foon after 
and difcouries with Nicodemus concerning re-generation, 
&c. 505. Retires into the remote parts of judea, and 
make: profelytes wherever he goes, 506. Makes his dif- 
ciples baptize them, and why, ib.’ His removal into 
Galilee,.and for what, ib. Js invited into Samaria, and 
received with prea civility by the inhabitants, the greater 
‘ 1 


His firft miracle of turning water into wine - 


E x. fe = 
part of whom embrace his doétrine, 507: Returns to Cana, 
where’ he is received with the mot inguifhed refpe& by 
the people, ib. Ctites a nobleman’s fon ata diftance, and 
converts both him’ and his family, ib, Goes to Nazareth, 
and there preaches to the people in the fynagogae, who are 
fo incensed that they Kurry himi to the brow of a hill in order 
to put him to death, but by a miraculous powet he is drawn 
from their fury, ib. Rremoves to Capernaum, and there 
takes up his refidence, ib. The wonderful draft of fifhes 
caught there by his orders, 508. Invieés Peter, Jamés and 
John to become his difciples, ib. Cures a perfon poflefféd of 
an anclean fpirit, ib. Goes to Peter’s houfe, and reftores his 
wife’s mother, who was dangeroufly ill, to perfect health, ib. 
Relieves many diftrefled people who had affembled about 
Peter’s houfe from their refpective infirmities, ib. Leaves 
Capernaum, and goes into different parts of Galilee, ib. 
Cares a perfon of a leprofy with a fingle touch, ib. Re- 
turns to Capernaum, where he cures a paralytic, ib. Gives 
him an abfolution from his fins, 509. Is cenfured forit by 
the Scribes and Pharifees, ib. His reproof, and their con= 
vidtion thereupon, ib. Calls Matthew, a publican, from the 
receipt of cuitom, who immediately forfakes his employment 
and follows him, ib. Is cenfured, and by whom, for keep- 
ing company with publicans, ib. His arguments in fupport 
of his conduét, ib. Vindicates his difciples for not obferving 
fafts, ib. Curesa paralytic at the pool of Bethefda on the 
fabbath-day, 510. Is feized by the Scribes and Pharifees, 
who confidering him as an open profaner of the fabbath, carry 
him before the Sanhedrim with a defign of taking away his 
life, 511. His defence before the council, ib, Is taken 
thereupon not only to bea fabbath-breaker, buta blafphemer, 
ib, Vindicates his difciples, who are charged with pulling 
fome ears of corn in the fields, and eating them on the {ab- 
bath-day, ib. And himfelf for curing a man with a wie 
thered hand on the fame day, 512. Is forced, through the ma- 
lice of the Pharifees and Herodians, who fought his life, to 
withdraw to the fea-fide, ib. Curesall the fick and poffeffed 
that are brought to him, ib. Retires toa folitary mountain 
where he makes an election of twelve perfons to be his apottles, 
ib. Their refpective names, ib, Bis fathous fermon on the 
mount, 513. Goes to Capernaum, and heals the fervant of 
a Roman centurion, 515. | Raifes to life a widow's fon at 
Nain, 516. Is fent to by John the Baptift, and on what ace 
count, 1b. His anfwer, ib. His difcourfe to the ’ people 
concerning St. John, and his encomium of him, gi7. De- 
nounces a judgment on the people of feveral cities who re- 
jetted his doctrine, ib. Hus ditcourfe with Simon a Phari- 
fee, and on what occafion, 51%. His parable of two deb- 
tors, ib. Abfolvesa woman from her fins, and on what oc- 
cafion, ib. Cures ademoniac at Capernaum, Whereupon the 
L he fharply rebukes them, 
5t9. Reproves the Scribes and Pharifees for demanding a 
ugn, ib, shews who are true relations, ib, Iniiruéts ie 
multitude in parables, ib. Allays the ttorm at fea, ¢29 
Cures two demoniacs at Gsadara, ib. Returns to Caperias 
um, and cures a woinan who had been afflicted with a blood 
flux for twelve years, ib. Reitores the daughter of Jairus tolife, 
521. Cures two blind men and one dumb demoniac ib, Goes 
again to Nazareth, and preaches in the fynagogue, but bein 
iil treated by the people, after hnifhing his dil.ourie, leaves he 
city, ib, ocnds out the apoitles, and gives them their com- 
miflion, ib, On their regurn he retires with them to a defare 
near Bethfaida, 523. Feedsa great malsitude of people with 
only five luaves and two fithes, 524 Walks u.on the jure 
face of the fea, ib. Saves Peter’ as he was finking into the 
fea, and walks with him to the veftel, ib. Difcourfes to the 
people whom he had fed concerning fpiritual bleffings, 2 
Vindicates the practice of eating with unwafhed hand: 5 ih 
Cures the Syro-’hanician’s daughter, $25. Curesa deaf and 
dumb man, ib. Heals all fick Perions that are brought to 
him, and once more feeds a great multitude with — very 
{mall quantity of provifions, ib. Upbraids the Pharifees 
and Saaducees, and for what, ib. Cures a blind man at 
Bethfaida, ib. Make: trial of his apottle’s faith 527. Gives 
them {trict charge not to tell any One that he was the Mef- 
fiah, and why, 1b. Lets them into the knowledge of his 
future {ufferings, and explains to them the nature of his 
kingdom, ib. ‘Takes Peter, James and ‘John to the top of 
a mountain, and there thews them ‘his tansfiguration Pb 
Charges them, on their defcent, not to tell any man what 
tvange things they had feen, ill after his refurrection, 528 
Cures one that was a lunatic, and poffeffed, after nis spies 
had exerted their power in vain, 529. Foretells his dicen t 
his ditciples, and recoinmends to them humility and for es 
nefs of injuries, ib, Pays the’ colleétors at Caperhauce the 
tribute-money for the ule of the temple, ana obtains the 
moncy for that purpofe by a mot aftomfhing miracle 5306 
Meets with ouuvil weatment at Sumatia, in his oa 


ook Jeruialem, 


i N B 
Jerufalem, 531. . The indignity, how far sefented.by- James ; 


and John, ib. Refules to deftroy Samaria at their requeff, 


jb. On the contrary, heals ten leprous perfons there, . ib. | 


Sends out ‘feventy of his difciples to the feveral places he pro- 


sofes to vifit, ib. Arrives at Jerufalcm, and preaches openly ° 


in the temple, ib. Is ordered by the Sanhedrim to be ap- 
prehended, but thofe orders are not executed, and why, 532. 
Acquits a woman brought before him for having commitied 
adultcry, and why, 533. Preaches to the people the myfteries 
of Chiltlianity, ib. Promifes eternal life to his dilciples, 
534. States the true charatter of a neighbour, which he dit 
plays in the beautiful parable of the Samaritan, ib. In his 
way to Galilee ftops at a village called Bethany, where he 
is joyfully received by two fifters named Martha and Mary, 
but prefers the conduct of the latter, 535. Teaches and 
encourages his difciples to pray, ib. Inveighs againft the 
Scribes and Pharifees, ib. efufes to arbitrate between two 
contending brothers, and why, ib. Preaches againit cove- 
tousnefs, and exhorts the people to watchfulnefs, a prepa- 
ration for death and judgment, and fora timely repentance, 

36. Shews the goodnefs of God towards the Jews in the 

arable of the fig-trec, ib. Preaches every day in one of the 
Fewith fynagogues, 537- Cures a crooked woman, and 
confutes the ruler of the fynagogue, who was envious, and 
difpleafed on that account, ib. Cures a man that was born 
blind, and the altercations confequent thereupon, ib. Shews 
the Pharifees to be falfe guides, and himfelf tne true one, 53y. 
{s in danger of being ftoned, and for what, 540. Miracu- 
Joufly efcapes their refentment, ib, i 
ateaining falvation, and the wretchednefs of the Jews in re- 
jecting 1t, ib. Denounces the heavy judgment that would 
befall Jerulalem, 541. Cures a _man afflicted with the 
dropfy on the fabbath-day, and jultifies the ation, ib. Re- 
commends humility and charity to the poor, ib. Shews the 
different fuccefs of the Gofpel, and the rejection of it by 
the Jews, which he repreients by way of parable, 542. 


Tells the people what they are to expeét if they become his | 


difciples, ib. Vindicates his own conduct in fomctimes 
converfing with finners, ib. His beautiful parable of the 
prodigal {on on chat occafion, ib, Shews the manner in which 
we are to employ our riches, and the milerable confequence 
of uncharitablenefs, which he difplays in the parable of the 
artful ileward, 543. His parab.e cf the rich man and the 
begyar, ib. Poimts out the facrednels of manisge, and 
ftates the cafe of divorces, 544. Reminds his difciples of 
feveral duties, more efpecia!ly that of humility, which he dif- 
plays in the parable of the Pharifee and Publican, ib. Dif- 
courfes with the Pharifecs about the kingdom of heaven, 
545. Cautions his difciples not to be deluded by tafe 
Chrifts and falfe prophets, ib. His parable of the unjutt 
judge, ib. Leaves Galiee, and croiling the river Jodan 
enters Perea, where he cures great numbers. f people itHiected 
with varicus disorders, 546. Kindly receives the children 
brought to him to partake of his Livine benediction, ib. 
Shews to the people the great danger of siches, and the re- 
wards of a faithful adherence to him and his religion, which 
he difplays under the parable of labourers in a vineyard, ib. 
Is applied to by Marthaand Mary in behalf of their brother 
Lazarus, whos fick, upon which he leaves Perea, and gees 
to Bethany, 548. On the way corietts his apolles miilakes, 
and foretell: his approaching .ufferings, ib, Retlores Barti- 
meus, a blind man, to fight, and dines with Zaccheus, a 
publican, ut whcfe houle he delivers the parable of the 
fervants intruiled with their lord’s money, 549. Arrives at 
Bethany, ard raifes Lazarus from the deau, to the great 
aftonifyment of the ipectators, 550. “The news of this mi- 
racle reaching Jerufulem, the Sannedrim form the refolution 
<f having him put to death, upon which he setires, for a 
fhort time, to kyhraim, 551. Leaves Ephraim, and pro- 
ceeds towards Jerufalem, in order to celebrate the feait of the 
Paffover, ib. Sups at Bethany with Lazarus, where Mary 
anoints his feet with fpikenard, and wipes them with the 
hair of her head, 552. On Judas’s repining thereat, he 
vindicates her conduct, ib, Makes his public entry into Je- 
rufalem, amidit the univerfal acclamations of the peopie, 
552. On his arrival in the city, he goes immediately into 
the temple, and finds the court of the Gentiles moit thame- 
fully protaned, 553. Makcs an immediate reformation, by 
driving outall the bayeis andtellers, ib, Cures many peopic 
of thar refpective infirmities, ib, Acquaints his ditviptes 
with his apyroaching death, ib. Is, for a moment, fhocked at 
the horrors of it, but, upon recollétion, teflities his refig- 
nation to the Divine wili, ib. Goes to Bethany, on his re- 
turn from which he denounces judginent on a figtree, 554. 
‘Teaches all day in the temple, and argues with the ciuef 
prieft and fcribes there, 555. Reproves their hypocrily in the 
parable of the fons coa.manded to work in their tather’s 
vineyard, ib. His parable of the houftholder, ib. And 
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Shews the difficulty of - 
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that of the marriage-feaft, 646. Anfwers the captious guef’, 

of the Heérodians and ;Pharifees concerning the pay 
ment of tribute to Crelar, 557. As allo thole of the Sad” 
duc.es conceiming the'refursedtion, ib. Aad thofe of the 
Pharifees Concerning the great commandment in the law, 
558. .Exhorts his apoltles to have faith in God, fervency 
in prayer, and a forgiving temper. 5559. Expofes the vices 
of the Scribes and Pharifees, ib. Denounces a judgment on 
them for their hypccrify, 560. Bewails the fate of jeru- 
falem, 561. Commniends a poor widow's charity,ib. Foreiclls 
the defiruction of Jerufalem and the temple, ib. Retires to 
the Mount of Olives, and thére, at the regueft of his dif- 
Siples, informs them of the figns thar flould precede the 
deftruétion of thé city, 562. Cautions his difciples agaimit 
‘being deluded by falfe prophets, 563. Exhorts them to 
watchfulnefs and prayer, ib. Delivers to them his parable 
of the ten virgins, 564. As alfo that of the talents deli- 
vered to the faithful und flothful fervants, ib. Defcribes 
the manner of his coming to the laft and general judgment, 
565. Goes to Bethany, and fups with Simon the leper, 
506. Mary’s tellimony of her Jove and refpect for him, how 
expreffed, ib. Reproves his difciples for having blamed 
Mary for her conduct, ib. Sups at the honfe of Martha, 
and condefcends to wath his difciples feet, ib. Explains to 
them the meaning of {fo doing, ib. Forctells them of his 
being benayed, and by whom, 567. Revives them with 
the promifes of a betrer life, and the gifts of rhe Huly Ghoit 
attur his deceafe, ib. Eats the paffover, und tells his difci- 
ples who fhoutd betray him, ib. ‘Inftitutes the facramental 
tupper, 568, Reproves his apoltles for their ambitious 
thoughts, ib, Fuietelils the apoftacy of Peter, and his fu- 
ture cowardice, 5:9. Comforts them all under the thoughts 
of his leaving thm, ab. Finishes the paffover, fings an 
hymn, and retires with his difciples to the Mount of Olives, 
ib, Again forewarns Peter of his apoflacy, ib. Inilruéts his 
apolths for the lutt time, by delivering to them the parable 
of the choice vine and careful hufbandman, ib. Prays tor 
himicif, his apoitles, and all fucceeding Chriftians, 572- 
Retires into the gaiden of Gethfemane, 574. His prayer 
and agony there, ib. 1s comforted by an angel, ib. Is be- 
trayed by Judas by afign, and what, ib. Gives a remarkable 
inilance of his Divine power, ib. Is apprehended, 575. 
Cures Malchus, one of the high-priett’s fervants, whole cur 
Puter had cut off, ib, Is deferted by his apoitles, ib, Is 
taken firlt before Anuas, and afterwards befure Caiphas and 
the Sanhedrim, 576. Js itrittly examined, and groisly in- 
fulied, ib. His model reply thereupon, ib. Declares him- 
felf, in dire& terms, to be the Mefiiah, the son of God, 
ib. Is charged as a blaiphemer, and pronounced guilty of 
death, 577. Is infulted by the foldiers, and thrice denied 
by Peter, ib. Is condemned by the Sanhedrin, and carried 
before Pontius Pilate, who, judging him innocent, endca- 
vours to fave him, 573. Is taken Lefore Heiod, 57y, who 
looks upon him as an infignificant, defpicable periuu, 580. 
Is committed firft to the infults of his guards, and then 
fent back to Pilate with derifion, ib. is biought before Pilate, 
by whom he is acquitted, and the clamours of the people 
thereupon, ib, Is offered by Pilate to be releafed, initead of 
a maletacior, but to no purpole, ib. [3 ordered to be hourged, 
and with what view, ib. [as fentence of condemnation pro- 
neunced againit him by Pilate atter all, rhough wich tne 
utmoft reluctance, 581. Is led to the place of his cruci- 
fision, and groisly anfulted by the foldicrson the way, 582. 
Foretells the calamities that would betall Jerufalem, ib. 1s 
nailed to the crois between two common malefaétors, ib. 
‘The iniciiption upon it, ib. His garments, how divided, 
and by whum, ib. Is reviled and abufed by the mulu- 
tude, 583. As alfo by one of tne malefagtors, ib. Pio- 
mites tne other a. ipeedy felicity in his Father’s kingdom, 
ib, ‘The preternatuial emotions during his crucifixion, 584. 
Recommends his mother to the care and protection of his 
diftiple John, 585. Languifhes for a time under his age- 
Mies, utters his jait complaint, and dies, ib, ‘he eaith- 
quake after his death, aud che fentinients of the. people 
theieupon, ib. His tide is pierced with a dpear by one of the 
foldiers, 586. lis budy is begged by ,ofeph of Arimathea, 
inorder tor interment, 587. His fepulchre guarded, ib. 
His refursecticn, and tne extraordinary circumflances that 
attended it, 588. <Ap,eurs to Mary Magdalene, ib. And 
to two of his difciples who were walking to Emmaus, 53). 
‘Phe conference he nad with chem, ib. Suddenly appears to 
ten of his diiciples, while they were in a private room, and 
thedoor fhut, 590. Kats with them, and for what reafon, 


“ib. Gives them fome farther inftrudtions relative to their 


future conduct, and then difappears, ib. Appears to them 
again, and convinces Thomas in particular (who was 
abfent before) of the reality of his returrettion, g91. Ap 
pears to Peter, and others, as they were Sthing, and ce 
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vides food among them ‘for thede refrefiunent, ib. Enters 
into particular converfation with iPeter, 592. Gives him 
certam inftructions, ib. Appeats, set only to his apoftles, 
bat likewife to a great number of his ‘difciples on a cettain 
moentain in Galilee, which himfelf had appointed for 
their meeting, ib. Appears, for the laft time, to the 
apofties and fome of their fele& friends at Jerafalem, and 
inftruéts them in many particalars relative to their fature 
conduct, ib. Leads them to the Meunt of Olives, and 
then beftows his benedittion on them, ib. Is gradually 
taken up into heaven in their preferice, ib. RefleGions 
on his life and character, 593. Obfervations on the’ na- 
ture of his religion, and the great benefits that muff in- 
evitably refule v0 all thofe who thall, by faith, receive and 
embrace his holy dodirine, 594. 

JETHRO, prince of Midian, receives Jofeph very cour- 
teoufly, 64. Vifits him at Mount Sinai, and advites him 
to appoint deputies for the better government of the 
people, 82. 
ewifh Ritual, or Ceremonial Law, account of, 489. 
EZABEL, wife of Ahab, king of Ifrael, procures the 
death of Naboth, a citizen of Jezreel, 237. ds thrown 
out of a window, by order of Jehu, king of Ifrael, 253. 
Her body devoured by dogs, ib. 

JOAB, the general of David’s torces, marches againft thofe 
of Ifhbofheth, under the command of Abner his general, 
whom he defeats and puts to flight, 168. Treacheroufly 
murders Abner, 170. Storms Jerufalem, and takes it 
{word in hand, 171. - Lass fiege to Rabbah, the capital 
city belonging to the Ammonites, 175. Reduces it, and 
fends for David to take poffeilion of it, 180. Treache- 
roufly murders Amafa, and makes himfelf head of Da- 
vid’s forces, 195. Flies to the fanétuary for refuge, and 
is there put to death by order of Solomon, 209. 

JOASH, king of Ifrael, receives a challenge fiom Ama- 
ziah, king of Judah, 258. ‘Treats the meflage with con- 
tempt, ib. Takes him prifoner, and carries him to Je- 
rufalem, which he enters in triumph, and after plundering 
the temple and palace of all that is valuable, returns to 
Samaria, ib. Pays a vifit to the prophet Elijah, who ad- 
vifes him to wage war againit the Syrians, ib. ‘Takes his 
advice, defeats Benhadad in three pitched battles, reco- 
vers all the cities that had been taken from his father 
Jehoahaz, and adjoins them to the kingdom of Ifrael, 
259. Dies in peace, and is fucceeded by his fon Jero- 
boam, ib. 

JOB, book of, its contents, 325. Obfervations on his 
defcent, and place of refidence, ib. At what time he 
lived, ib. Who was the author of the book fo called, 
326. Hiftory of him and his three friends, ib, 

JOEL the prophet, when he lived, and the contents of his 
prophecies, 264. 

JOHN the Evangelilt, propagates the Gofpel in various 
parts, but makes Ephefus the chief place of his refidence, 
645. An accufation is laid againit him before the empe- 
ror Domitian, upon which he is fent prifoner to Rome, 
and there thrown into a cauldron of boiling oil, ib. Is 
miraculoufly delivered therefrom, and afterwards banifhed 
to the ifland of Patmos, whcre he writes his Book of Re- 
velations, ib. Returns into Afia, and again fixes his re- 
fidence at Epheius, 646. His death, ib. Accountof his 
writings, ib. 

JOHN the Baptitt, his birth and parentage, 497. Opens 
his commiffion for the preparation of Our Saviour, by 
preaching the baptifm of repentance for the remiffion of 
fins, 501. His auftere manner of life, ib, Lives upon 
locufts and wild honey, ib. His refolute preaching pro- 
cures him a great number of profelytes, ib. His tefti- 
mony of Chrift, and of his baptifm, ib. His teftimony cf 
him to his difciples, 503. 506. Reproves Hercd Antipas 
for his wicked courfe of tife, ib. Is thrown into prifon 
at the inftigation of Herodias, the wife of Herod, ib. 
Sends two of his difciples, whilft in prifon, to Our Sa- 
viour, to enquire of him whether he was the promifed 
Meffiah, or who elfe, 516. His reafon for fo doing, ib. 
Great encomiums paiiéd on him by Chrift himfelf, 517. 
His death, and the manner of it, 522. Charaéter of him 
by Jofephus, ib. 

JOHN Mark, who he was, 653. For fome time accom- 
panies Paul and Barnabas, and affifts them in propagating 
the Gofpel, in various parts, ib. Leaves Paul at Anti- 
och, and goes with Barnabas to theifland of Cyprus, ib. 
Is fappofed to have died at Ephefus, ib. 

JONADAB, brother to’ David, projets a feheme for his 
nephew Amnon, eldeft fon of David, in ord:r that he may 
obtain his ends of his ger Tamar, with whom he had 
fallen defperately in love, 181. 

JONAH the prophet receives a Divine commiffion to go to 


E X. 


Nineveh, and denounce heavy judgments apainft the in” 
habitants of that city, but inftead thereof takes thipping 
at Joppa, with intent to go to Tarthith, 260. Meets with 
a violent form in his pailage, ib, His ingenaous con- 
feffion to the failors who he was, ib. Is thrown overboard, 
and fwallowed by a great fith, in whofe belly he remains 
three days and nights, and is then caft on fhore, 261. 
Is again commanded to go to Nineveh, which ordet he 
immediately obeys, and publickly denounces the deftruc- 
tion of that city, ib. The inhabitants proclaim a fait on 
the occafion, ib. ‘Their doom is reverfed, in confequence 
of their repentance, ib. His difpleafure thereat, and 
for what reafons, ib. Is anhappy at the lofs of his gourd, 
262. Is convinted of the impropriety of hit conduét, 
and the great kindnefs of his Divine mafter, ib. Some 
obfervations on his book, ib. 


JONATHAN, the fon of Mattathias, fucceeds his father 


Judas Maccabees in the command of the Jewith forces, 
384. Makes a peace with Bacchides, commander of the 
Syrian army, 385. ‘Retires to Machmas, and there go- 
verns the people according to law, ib. Is defired by Alex- 
ander and Demetrius, the two competitors for the Syrian 
crown, to be their ally, ib. Joins with the former, and 
accepts of the high priefthood, 386. I's highly refpetted 
by Prolemy king of Egypt, and made gen:ral of all his 
forces, 387. Vanquifhes Apollonius’s army, and deftroys 
the temple of the idol Dagon at Avotus, ib. Is highly 
honoured for his viétories by Alexander, and receives 
feveral valuable prefents as a reward for his merit,’ ib. 
Affifts Demetrius with his forces to reduce Antioch, duc 
is badly requited forit, 388. Ricvives great honours from 
Antiochus, the fucceflor of Demetrius, 389. Forms a 
league of friendthip with the Romans, 390. Repairs the 
walis of Jerufalem, fortifics the city, and places garrifons 
in the mott material places throughout Judea, 391. Is made 
prifoner by theartifices of I'ryphon, his pretended friend, 
ib. And, with his two fons, put :o ceath, 392. His re- 
mains interred with great honour by his trother Simon, 
and a handfome monument esecied to his memory, ib. - 


JONATHAN, fon of Saul, cuts off a garriton of the 


Philittines in Geba, 148. He and his armour-bearer fall 
on them unawares, kill fome, and throw the whole army 
into confufion, 149. Is in great danger by difobeying 
his father’s interdict, ib. Contraéts a friendfhip with 
David, which laits as long as they both live, 153. Is 
commanded by Sault to difpatch David, but, inttead 
thereof, acquaints him with h.s orde s, and gives him his 
advice thereupon, 154. Expoitulates witi his father, and 
reconciles him to David, 155. Contrives a method of tc- 
curling David from the refentment of his father, 157. Is 
killed by the Philiitines, 160. His charaéter, ib. nose. Is 
greatly lamented by David, 167. 


JOPPA, a fea-port town in Paleiline, its fituation, with an 


account of itsantient and prefent tlate, 260, zore. 


JORDAN, river of, defcribed, 19, acre. 
JOSEPH, the patriarch,his birth, 37. Import of his name, 


ib. Is the darling of his father Jacob, but hated by his 
brothers, 43. ds diftinguifted by a coat made of party- 
coloured ftuff, ib, He explains two dreams to his bre. 
thren, at which they are fo difguited, that they refolve to 
put him todeath, ib. He is tuld to fome Ihmaelitith 
merchants, who carry him to Hgypt, and there fell him 
to Potiphar, the captain of Phaiaoh’s guards, 44. Is 
tempted by Potiphar’s wife, but refilty, and feverely rebukes 
h:r tor her condua, 46. In confequence cf his refufal 
fhe artfully accufes him of having endeavoured, in a for~ 
cible manner, to violate her chaftity, 47. Is committed 
to the king’s prifon, ib. Interprets _the dream of the 
king’s cup-bearer, as alfo that of his chief baker, ib. In- 
terprets two dreams to Pharaoh, and gives him advice 
thereupon, 48. Is, in confequence thereof, made chicf 
ruler, or prime minifter to Pharaoh, ib. Marries Afenath, 
the daughter of Potipherah, pricit of On, 49. ‘Takes a 
progrefs through tle kingdom, and lays up large ltoies of 
corn in divers granaries, againit the years of tamine, ib. 
Has two fons by his wife Afenath, viz. Manafich and 
Ephraim, ib. Import of their names, ib. Is applied to 
for provifion by his brethren, ib. Treats them as {pies, 
ib. Commands Simeon to be bound and detained as an 
hoftage for the reft, 50. Treats them with indulgence on 
their coming a fecond time on the fame errand, gi. Is 
particularly kind to Benjamin, ib. Has one inght more 
tor them in referve, and what, 52. Ditcovers himfelf to 
them with great tendernefs ana affection, sb... By Vhi- 
raoh’s particular orders fends for his tather and family, 
53. Is very ltberal to all his brothers, hut efpecially to 
benjamin, and difmifies them with many rich presents, 
4. Goes in great pomp to mect his father and relations 

on 
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_ On theirarrival in Egypt, ib. His interview with his fa- 
ther, ard their mutual joy on the occafion, ib. Prefents 
lic brothers tothe king, by whom they are gracioufly re- 
ceivea ib. And afterwards introduces his father, 55. 
Men iges lis afaire with the people in fo artful a manner 
as: bring all their monies into the king’s coffers, ib. 
“cats his father in his ficknefa, jb His great piety to- 
ward: him, 56, note. Attends his father’s funeral obfe- 
sates, §9. Kindly promifes his brethren to forget all 
former injuries, ib. is death, ib. Charaéter of him by 
Motes and other writers, 60. Comparifon. between Jo- 
icph and Our Blefled Redeemer, 61. His bones, in com- 
pliance with his requeft a fhort time before his death, . are 
carried out of Egypt by Mofes, 74. And decently interred 
at Shechem, 113. 

JOSEPH, nephew to Onias the high-prieft, farms the re- 
venues of syria, Phoenicia, Judea and Samaria, and 
makes good the arrears of his uncle Eleazar, 361. Is 
fupplanted in his office by his fon Hyrcanus, 362. 

JOSEPH of Arimathea buries Our Saviour, 587. 

JOSEPHOUS, the celebrated Jewith hiftorian, is fent to take 
upon him the government of Galilee, 675. Is greatly in- 
commoded by Vefpifian, commander of the Roman 
forces, 676. Endeavours to make himfelf mafter of Sep- 
phoris, but in vain, ib. Is deferted by his troops, and, 
with a few particular friends, retreats to Tiberias, 677. 
Goes from thence to Jotapata, where he defends himfelf 
with great refolution againit Ve(pafian, 678. Is at length 
overpowered, makes his efcape, and conceals himfelf in 
a cave, 679. fs betrayed by a woman, and after fome 
entreaties, refigns himfelf up to Vefpafian, 680.. His ad- 
drefs to him on the occafion, and the confequences arifing 
therefrom, 681. Is kindly treated by Titus, ib. Is re- 
ftored to liberty by Vefpafian, 683. Is fent by Titus to 
expottulate with his countrymen in Jerufalem during the 
fiege of thatcity, 685. Ce: 

JOSHUA goes with Mofes to Mount Sinai, 83. Is. ap- 
pointed one of the twelve {pies fentto furvey the land of 
Canaan, 92. Gives a juft report, and is true to his alle- 
gations, ib. Receives the Divine approbation for his 
fidelity, 93. Succeeds. Mofes in the government of the 
Ifraelites, 107. Sends two fpies to take a view of the 
fituation and flrength of the city of Jericho, ib, Gives 
orders for the army to decamp, and in what manner to 
march, 108. Appoints twelve men to erect twelve flones, 
and for what, ib. His miraculous paflage with the I{rae- 
lites over the river Jordan, ib. Encamps at Gilgal, ib. 
Renews the rite of circumcifion, ib. Gets from Gilgal 
alone, totake a fuevey of the city of Jericho, 10g. On 
the way fees a perfon cloathed in armour, with a fword 
inhis hand, ib. Boldly advances towards him, and afks 
of whatparty heis, ib. Perceives him to be an angel, and 
falls prourate before him, ib, Is ordered to loofe the fan- 
dals trom off his feet, and then inftructed how to carry on 
the fiege of Jericho, ib. Takes and facks it accordingly, 
ib. Puts ali the inhabitants to the fword, orders the city 
to be burnt, and pronounces an anathema againit any 
perion who thall prefume to rebuild it, ib. Is defeated at 
Aji, and has recourfe to God thereupon, tb. Is informed 
of the caufe of his ill fuccefs, ib. Caufes Achan to be 
ftoned, and all his family, 110. Takes and facks Ai by 
flratagem, ib. Reads the laws of Mofes to the people, 
and caufes an abridgement of them to be engraven on 
ftone, ib. Enters too unwarily into a league with the 
Gibeonites, 114. Vanquithes five confederate princes of 
the Canaanices, kills great numbers, and puts the refit to 
flight, ib, Begs of Gad that the fun and moon may itand 
fill till he has compleated his yittory, ib. His requeit is 
granted, ib. Puts the five confederate princes to death, 
and then returns with his army to the camp at Gilgal, ib. 
Marches againit the confederate kings of North Canaan, 
whom he aefeats, and puts all to the fword, except fome 
few that made their efcape into other countries, 112. Kills 
Jabin, who had been the head of the confederacy againit 
him, and burns his city to the ground, ib. Subdues all 
Canaan by degiees, and divides the land among the differ~ 
ent tribes, by jot. ib. Gives his auxiliaries (namely, the 
tribes of Reuben and Gad, with the half tribe of -Manaf- 
feh) an honourable difmiffion, ib. A fad mifunderitand- 
ing between them happily adjuited, 113. Difbands his 
foices, and retires to Shechem, ib. His death, charatter, 
and burial, ib. . , 

JOSIAH fucceeds his father Amnon in the kingdom of Ju- 
dah, 28. Is a good psince, and becomes univerially be- 
loved by his iubjects, ib, Makes an excurfion throughout 
his dominions, and roots out idolatry, ib. Returns to 
Jerufalem, and repairs the temple, ib, Orders the Book 

of the Lord, whicn had been accidentally found there, to 
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be read diftin€tly te-the peaple,-and with them makes a 
covenant firidtly to abey the contents, 282. Makes a:far- 
ther reformation in religion, ib.. Obferves the celebration 
of the Padlover with greater folemnity than ever it ‘had 
been before from the days of Samuel, ib. Isinvaded by 
Pharaoh-Necho, king of Egypt, and marches againt him, 
283. Receives a mortal wound ia battle, is carried to 
Jerufalem, and dies, univerfally lamented by the people, 
ib. His chara&er, ib. : : 

JOTHAM, the youngelt fon of Gideon, happily efcapes 
frem the flaugkter of Abimelech, 129. Gus to Mount 
Gerezim, and delivers a parabolic fpeech to the people, 
ib. The parable explained, ib. azote. Flies to the moun- 
tains, and conceals himfelf in a p!ace called Beer till the 
death of Abimelech, ib. 

JOTHAM fuceeeds his father Uzziah on the throne of Ja-~ 
dah, 272. Is eeec and pious prince, ib. Defeats the 
Ammonites, and impofes on them an annual tiibute, ib, 
Dies univerfally lamented by his fubjeéis, ib. 

ISAAC, the fon of Abram by his wife Sarai, his birth amd 
circumcifion, 25. Is ordered to be facrificed, a7. Reafons 
why Abraham ae the order came from God, ib. aote, 
By what means he was preferved, ib. His marriage with 
Rebecca, 30. Has two fons, namely, Efau and Jacob, 
31. Import of their names, ib. Difterence of their tem- 
pers and difpofitions, ib. Prophecy concerning them ex- 
plained, ib. note. Removes to Gerar, where he makes 
his wife pafs for his fifter, ib. Is difcovered by Abime- 
Jech,. king of the place, who reproves him for his conduct, 
ib. His apology on that account is accepted, and an 
edi& made in his favour, 32. Is ill-treate by the Phi- 
liftines,,on which account he leaves Gerar, and returns to 
Beerfheba, ib. Is vifited by king Abimelech, with whom 
he forms a league of friendfhip, ib. Bleffes Jacob in~ 
ftead of Efau, 33. Pacifies Efau, in fome meafure, on 
account of the bleffing being gone from him, 34. At the 
requelt of his wife he confents to Jacob’s going into Mefo~ 
potamia, ib. Stridtly charges. him not to marry a Ca 
naanitish woman, but to go to his uncle Laban’s in Me- 
fopotamia, and provide himfelf with a wife from his 
family, ib. Ee dies, and is buried in the fame fepulchre 
with his father Abraham, 43. 

ISAIAH the prophet, the fon of Amos, the time when he 
lived, and the contents of his prophecies, 265, His 
anise from God to Ahaz king of Judah, 273. "Direéts 
Hezekiah, king of Judah, by the Divine command, to 
fettle his affairs, and prepare for death, 276. Is after- 
wards fent to him to reprove him for vainly thewing the 
Babylonith ambaffadors the wealth and ftrength of his 
kingdom, ye Is put to death by order of the cruel 
Manafteh, king of Judah, 280. The manner of his 
death, ib. nore, 

ISHBOSHETH, the only remaining fon of Saul after his 
father’s death, by the intereft of Abner, is declared 
k ng by all the tribes, except that of Judah, 168, A 
difference takes place between him and Abner, upon 
which the latter goes over to David, 169. Is affafinated 
by two of his principal officers, 171. 

ISHMAE., the fon of Abram by Hagar, his birth, 22. Is 
difmiff™d with his mother from his father’s houfe, 26. 
Settles in the wildernefs of Paran, ib, Becomes an éx- 
pert archer, and provides for himfelf and his mother, ib, 
Marries an Egyptian woman, by whom he has twelve 
fons, ib. The prophecy concerning his defcendants ex- 

lained, 22, note. 

ISHMAEL, the fon of Nethaniah, in confederacy with 
Baalis, king of the Ammonites, murders Gedaliah, the 
governor of Judea, with many others, 298. He flies 
from Mizpah, and is purfued, but luckily makes his 
efcape into the land of the Ammonites, ib. 

ISRAELITES, are greatly oppreffed, and cruelly treated, 
by Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 62, Borrow many valuable 
articles of the ixgyptiaus, 74. Their departure from 
Egypt, ib. Are purfued by the Egyptians, 25. Pafs the 
Red Sea, in which Pharaoh and his noft are drowned, ib. 
‘They murmur for want of water, 80. The waters of 
Morah made fweet for them, and by what means, 81. 
They murmur for’ want of provifions, ib. Are fed with 
manna and quails, ib. Again murmur for want of wa- 
ter, ib. Are miraculoufly fupplied, 82. Defeat the 
Amalekites, ib. Encamp in tne wildernefs of Mount 
Sinai, where they receive the ten commandments, 33. 
Worthip a golden calf, 84. Are feverely punifhed for 
their wickednefs, ib, The manner of their encamping- 
and marching fixed by Mofes, 89. The number in each’ 
tribe afcertained, ib.‘more. Play of theircamp, go. Are 
ordered to aecamp from the wilernefs of Sinai, ib. The 
loiterers among them are deftroyed by fire, ib. Murmur 
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For want of feth,.with which they are fupplied, but, for 
their infolence, are punithed with a-fevere plague, and 
euret numbers: carried off; 91. .Indifcreetly engage the 

. ‘ Amalekites, iby. whom they are defeated, and great num- 
bers flain, 93. _ Rebel againft Mofes and Aaron, for which 
they ure. punifhed with a fevere plague, gg. Arrive at 
Kadefhs‘wheve they: again murmur for want of water, ib. 
Are miraculoafly fapplied, ib. Are defeated by Arad, 
one of the kings of the Canaanites, but, on a fecond en- 
gagement, obtain. acompleat conquelt, 96. Murmur and 
repine again on account of their food and want of water, 
ib; Are punithed. with fwarms of fiery ferpents, from 
the flings of which great numbers are carried off, 97. 

- ‘They receive relief during this calamity by looking at a 

. brazen ferpent made by Mofes, and placed on an high 
pole, ib. . The reafon of this accounted for, ib. more. 
Overcome Sihon and Og, two kings of the Amorites, 
and feize on their country, ib. March to the plains of 
Moab, and encamp on the banks of the river Jordan, ib. 
Commit whoredom and idolatry with itrange women, for 
which 1000 are hanged, and no lefs than 24,000 are de- 
itroyed by a plague, 100. Obtain a conqueft over the 

. Moabites and Midianites, 101. Their miraculous paf- 
fage over the river Jordan, 108. The land of Canaan 
divided among the diferent tribes by Jofhua, 112. Keep 
company with the Canaanites, for which they are feverely 
chaftifed by a Divine meffenger, 115. Notwithftanding 
this they continue in their wickedneis, give themfelves 
up to all kinds of diffipation, and become rank idolaters, 
ib, Are opprefled by Chufhan-rifhathaim, king of Me- 
fopotamia, who laid them under tribute for eight years, 
at the expiration of which they are relieved by Othniel, 
the firft perfon. whom the Scripture calls Judges, ib. Are 
again opprefied by Egh n king of the Muabites, 119. By 
Jabin, king of Hlazar, 120. Are afflicted with a dread- 
ful famine, 122. Are oppreffed by the Midianites and 
Amalekites, 125. By the Philitlines and Ammonites, 
131. Are delivered by Jephtha, who compleatdy van- 
quithes the latter, 132. Wage war with the Philiftines, 
are defeated, and loic their ark, 142. Upon Samuel’s fa- 
crifice and interceffion with God, they. defeat the Phi- 
liftines, 144. Detire to havea king, and why, ib, 

ITTAI,. the Gittite, his remarkable ndelity to David, 186. 

ITURAA, country of, its ntuation, &c.. 397, ncte. 

JUDAH, account of his connection with “Lamar, 45. And 
the remarkable births of the twins he had by her, 46. 
His promile to his father to bring back his brother Benja- 
min fafe from Egypt, 51. His pathetic adgrefs.to Joleph 
in behalf cf his brother Benjamin, 52. 

JUDAH, tribe of; joi: that of Simeon to profecute the war 
againit the Canaant.cs alter the death of Jothua, 114. 
Are fuccefsful in tueir ei.cerprizes, ib. 

JUDA» Maccabecus, on the death of his father Mattathias, 
takes the command of the Mrac.itiih forces, 374. Defeats 
Apollonius, their general, in fingle combat, and flays 
him, ib. Engages the Syrian army, and defeats them, 
ib. Overcomes Antiochus’s armies in feveral engage- 
ments, 375. Makes himfelf mailer cf Jerutalem, 1b. 
Purifics the temple which had been horridiy profaned by 
the cruel Antiochus, 376. Blocks up the tort of Acra, 
ib. Engages the Idumwans, and deteats them with very 
confiderable lofs, ib. As alfo the Ammonites, and other 
neighbouring nations, 377. Is :emarkably iuccefsfut in 
Gilead, 3:8. Makes a peace with Antiochus Eupater, 
and the effeéts thereof, 379. Barns Joppa, and on what 
account, ib. Defeats ‘Timutheus, and takes him prifoner, 
but releafes him on certain conditions, ib. Reduces the 
principal places in the land of the Pui-illines, and thea 


returns with g:eat fpoils to Jerufalem, ib. Befieges'the | 


fortrefs of Acra, and foils Autiochus’s army, 330. Makes 
a peace with Antiochus on honourable terms, ib. Gains 
a total vi€tory over the Syrian army commanded by Nica- 


nor, and returns in triumph to Jerufalem, 383. Makes | 


a Icague with the Romans, ib. Engages the syrian army 

under Bacchides, but is deteated and flain, 384. 4s ho- 

noua interred in the fepulchre of his anceitors at Mo- 
in, ib. 

JUDE, St. why called Thaddeus, or Labbzus, 649. 
Preaches the Gofpel in various parts, and dies, 650. Hus 
Epitile, and its contents, ib. 

JUDAS Hcariot 1epines at Mary’s wafhing Our Lord’s feet 
with fpikenard, 552. Agrees with the sanhedrim to be- 
tray nis malter, 567. Fuifils bis agreement, and the 
manner how, 574. Repents of the wicked deed, returns 
the reward of his treafon, and declares he has betrayed 
innocent blood, 578. Hangs himfelf in a fit of defpair, ib. 

JUDITH, a widow lady gf Bethulia, cuts. off the head of 
aia ie the chiet ral of Nebuchadnezzar, and 
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thereby faves he® country from impending defruétion, 
292. Is received at Jerufalem with the mioft-inexpreflible 
fatisfa@tion by the people, where a feaft is held on the oc- 
eafion for three fucceffive months, 293. Whether the hif- 
tory contained in the book called after her name was tranf- 
aéted before or after the Babylonith captivity, 289, note. 

K 


ADESH, its fituation, &c. 95, note. 
KENITES, who and what they were, 121, ote. 


KETURAH marries Abraham after the death of his wife 


Sarah, 30. 


KIBROTH-HATTAAVAH, import of the term, 91. 
KIDRON, the brook of defcribed, 214. - 

KISHON,, river of, its fituation, &c. 121, sofe. 

KORAHN’s rebellion, and the deftruction that attended both 


him and his adherents, 93. 


PS deceives Jacob by giving him his danghtet Le- 


ah, in(tead of Rachel, the latter of whom he had pur- 
chafed by feven years fervitude, 36. Gives him Rachel 
likewife, on condition of another feven years fervitude, ib. 
Agrees, in order to detain Jacob longer in his fervice, to 
give him all the {potted cattle, 37. Expoftulates with 
him for leaving him without his knowledge or confent, 
38. Enters ito an alliance with him, ib. 


LABOROSOARCHAD fucceeds his father Nerigtiffar in 


the kingdom of Babylon, 304. Is detelted by his fub- 
jects, and flain, 305. ‘Two memorable inftances of his 
cruelty, ib. note. 


Laws of Mofés, 83. Thofe refpeting Divine worship in the 


tabernacle, 87. The great aifference between the Law 
under Motes and the Gofpel under Chritt and his apoftles, 


491. : 
LAZARUS, after being dead, and buried four days, is re- 


ftored to life by Our Blefled Saviour, 55 1.« 


LEAH is married to Jacob, 36. Has four children by him, 


ib, Parts with her fon’s mandrakes, and for what confi- 
deration, ib. 


LESBOS, ifle of, where fituated, and for what famous, 626, 


note, 


LIBNAH, its fituation, &c. 278, aote. 
Lice plague of in Egypt, 69. 
Lecufis, plague of in Egypt, 72. Aceount of thofe in 


England in the year 1748, ib. 


LOT, the fon of Haran, travels with his uncle Abram into 


the land of Canaan, and from thence to Egypt, 18. On 
his return he and his uncle part, 19. Takes up his refi- 
dence in the plains near Souom aud Gomorrah, ib. En- 
tertains two angels at Sodom, 24. His wife is rurned into 
a pillarof falt, and for whatseafon, ib. 


LUKE, the Evangelilt, preaches the Gofpel in’ various 


parts of Egypt and Greece, in the latter ot which he fuf- 
fers martyrdom, 561. 


LYSIAS refcues Paul from the hands of the Jews, 628. 


Sends him, under a ttrong guard, to Felix, and writes a 
letter to him in his behalf, 630. . 
M 


Mega a province of Greece, defeription of, 


O18, mote. 


Magicians, “byyptian, who they were, 68, nore. What mi- 


racks they could perform, and what nor, 69. 


MAHANA:M, import of the term, 39, nore. Its fituation, 


&c. 168. 


MALACHI thes propher, at what time he 1 ved, 3c1. Is 


fent to reprove the Jews at Jerufalem, and for what, ib. 


MAMRE, piain of, 2ts fituation, 8c. 19. 
MANASSEH fucceeds his father Hezekiah in the kingdom 


of Judah, 279. Is taken prifoner by bfarhaddon, ki 
of Affyria, aud carried to Babylon, ate: Repenn of he 
wickednefs, and is re(tored to his crown and kingdom, ib. 
His death, 281. , 


Mandrakes, various opinions concerning them, particularly 


thofe prefented by Reuben to his mother Leah, 36, nore. 


Manna talls from Heaven for the relief of the Ifraelites, 81, 


God’s dire¢lions conce:ning the ufe of it, ib. 


Marriage. Centra, methud of iettling itin the Eaft 
MARIAMNE is married to Herad the Great, ee 


. . Za. ms 
curs his difpleafure, 422. Conccives fuch silrong an 
fon to him, that fhe refufes his embraces with contempt 
and why, 426, Is accufed by -him, before a council of 
his triends, of a conipiracy againit his life, and is by them 
co..demned, 427. 1: ordered to be Put co death, and at 
whofe infligation, 428. , . 


_MARK, the Evangelift, propagates the Gofpel in Egypt, 


and plants a church in Alexandria, O50. Is cruell ; 
dered by the idolatrous inhabitants of nee city, ib at 


MARY, the mother of Our Bleffed Lord, her jineal defcent 


and Seat to} fuph, 496. Is conpratulated by an an- 
gel, 
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gel, aid on what account, ib. Wifits her coufin Eliza- 
eth, ib. Conceals the myftery of her being with child 
from her efpoufed hufband, 497. Her pregnancy, how- 
ever, is foon difcovered by him, and his condud& there-, 


upon, ib. Is delivered of her firft-born fon, ib, Is re-* |. 


commended by Our Bleffed Saviour, juit before his death,: 
to the care and protedtian of St. john, with whom fhe 
continues during the remainder of her life, 585. 

MARY, the fitter of Lazarua, to teftify her veneration for 
Our Blefled Lord, pours a quantity of the richeft oint- 
ment on his feet, which she anoints, and then wipes with 
her hair, a 

MATTATHIAS oppofes the tyrannical proceedings ef 
Antiochus Epiphanes, 373. His warm anfwer to Apelles, 
who was commifiioned from the king to treat with the 
Jews, and his uncemmon zeal and courage in flaying an 
apoftate Jew, the commiffioner himfelf, and all his retinue, 
ib. Overturns all the altars, and pulls down the idols he 
had eretted, ib. Makes a decree, that, whenever the 
ews fhould be attacked on the fabbath-day, it fhould be 
lawful for them to defend themfelves as well as they could, 
ib, Deiiroys all idolatrous worthip in the cities of Ju- 
dah, and re-eitablithes the worfhip of the true God, 1b, 
Makes a fpeech to his fons, and dies in a good old age, 
ib. Is buried at Modin, in the fepulchre of his futher, ib. 

MA'L'THEW, the apoitle and evangelift, propagates the 
Golpel in Judea, 048. Suffers martyrdom at Nadabar, 1b. 

MA'E'PHLAS is chofen into the apoitlefhip initcad of the 
perfidious Judas, 650. Preaches the Gofpel in Judea, 
and removes from thence into Ethiopia, where he fuifers 
martyrdom, ib, 

Aficat and Drink Offerings, of what they confifted, 21, nore. 

MELCHISEDEK, king and pricit of Salem, blefles Abram, 


20. 

MELITA, iflund of, origin of its name, 634, mete. Its 
extent, dituation, &c, ib. Its prefent name, and for what 
remarkable, ib. 

MENAHEM defeats and flays Shallum, who had ufurpcd 
the government of the Ifraelites, and is chofen king in his 
ftead, 266. His cruelty to the inhabitant. of Viphfah, 
207. Is invaded by Pul king of Affyria, ib, His death, ib. 

MENALAUS fupplants his brother Jafon, and purchafes 
the high-pricthood of Antiochus Epiphanes, 364. Is 
very offcicus againit his own people, 381. ‘he confe- 
quences arifing therefrom, ib. 

MEVPHIBOSHEVH, the ion of Jonathan, is kindly treated 
by David after the death of his father, 175. Is treated 

erfidioufly by Ziba, his tteward, 187. David's grantio 
ae andwhac, 193. 

MERIBAH, rock of, defcribed by Dr. Shaw, 82, ate. 

MtROM, waters of, their fituation, &c. 112, nese. 

MEollA, king cf Mo.ub, is defeated by the united firces 
of Jehoram and Jchotha, hat, 246. In a fit of cef,era- 
tion facritices his own fon on the walls of Kirharefeth, ib. 

MICAH, of Mount Ephraim, his remarkable idolatry, 116. 

MICHAL, fecond daughter of Saul, is married to David, 
ig4.  Contrives his elcape from her father’s refentmment, 
155. U, braids him for dancing before the Ark, 173. 

MICLANIVES and Moabites, allure the Mraelites to com- 
mit -whoredom and idolatry, 100. Their defeat and 
laughter, 1o1. 

MILETUS, where fituated, and for what famous, 627, nore. 

MIRIAM, fitter to Mofes, falls out with him, and on what 
account, Ou. Is afflicted with a leprofy, ib. Her deatn, 


€ . 

Mii YLENE, de(cription of, 626, note. 

MIZPAHIL, its fituauon, &c. 297, note. 

MORDECAL a Jew, and relation to queen Either, difco- 
vers a conipiiacy againit king Ahatuerus, 317. Lacus 
the difpleature of Haman the king's prime-mimiter, and 
oa whataccount, ib. Is deeply concerned for tne in- 
tended mailacie of his countrymen, and prevails on queen 
Kuher to intercede with the king in ther tavour, 319. 
ts highly honoured for difcovering the con{piracy beiore- 
mentioned, 320. 

MOREH, plainof, its fituation, &c. 18, nore. 

MORIAH, mount cf, 27, note. 

MOSES, his birth, 63. Is miraculowfly preferved at the 
inthgation of the daughter of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 
ib. 1s brought up in Pharaoh’s court, ib. Import of his 
name, ib. sore. Leaves the Egyptian court to live with 
his periecuted brethren, 64. Slays an Egyptian, and 
buri.: his body in the fand, ib. Retires to Midian, and 
lives with Jethro, the principal man of the country, ib. 
Becomes his fhepherd, and marries his daughter Zippo- 
rah, by whom hehastwo fons, ib. Follows his father-in- 
law's Hock as far as Horeb, where he fees a buth all on 
fue without being damaged, 65. Approaches the buth, 
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but is # d hy-am uncommsén voice, and ardered.te take 
off his ghoes, ih. Falls proftrate an. the graund, and; co- 
vera hig fae, asd why, ib. Is appoinsnd to undertake 
the deliverance ef the Liraclires, ib. iLeaves. Midian, 
aud procseds om hia journey. towards Egypt, with his wife 
and family, 66. Is met by his beather Aaron near 
Mount Hoeb, ta whom heapens. his. commifiion, itn .-Ar- 
rives in-Eg pt, aed immediately calls. am affermbly- of. the 
chief of the Ifraelites, ib. Performs feveral misacles in 
their prefence, ib. Both he and Aaron go to court, and 
apply te Pharaoh for the difmiffian of the Mfraelites, but 
are refufed, ib, Is uneafy ac their murmuring, for be- 
ing obliged to make bricks without fraw, 67. Receives 
freth awrances of the Divine proteétion, ib. Is ordered 
to apply again to Pharach, and infirudied in what manner 
to act, ib. Performs a miracle before Pharaoh, 62. 
Changes the waters of Egypt into blood, ib. Brings 
various plagues on the land of Egypt, 69, &c. Condutts 
the Ifraclites out of Egypt, ib. Is puriued by Pharaoh 
with a confiderable army, 75. His ipeech to the Mfrael- 
ites on the occafion, ib. Conduéts the:n fafe through the 
Red Sea, where the Egyptians are all loft, ib, Compofes 
an hymn on the occation, 76. Sweetens the water of 
Moran for them, £1. Miruculoufly fupplies them again 
with water from a rock, 82. Conducts the people to 
Mount oinai, ib, Receives the ten commandments from 
God on Mount Sinai, 83. As alfo inftrutions concerning 
the tabernacle, 84. ‘Lakes the two tables of ftone, on 
which were written the laws, and haftens down fromthe 
movut, ib, Breaks them in pieces, deftroys the golden 
ca.€ wh.ch Aa@run had ereéted during Isis abfence, and 
takes vengeance on the idolaters, ib.  Intercedes for the 
Feople, and receives from God treth tables of the law, 
d5- Continues on the mount forty days and forty nights 
without either eating or drinking, ib, Gives directions 
for building the tabernacle, ib. Defcription of the ra- 
bernacie und its contents, 86. Conttitutes his brother 
Auron hign-prie, 88. Regulates the method of the 
liraelixes inarching from one place to another, go Ap- 
points feventy elders to-affift him in the government of the 
people, 91. Sends {pies to take a view of sne land of 
Canaan, 1b. Relieves the peoples thirlt, by occafioning 
Wacer to uiue out of a rock, 95. Incurs the Divine dit 
pleaiure, and on what account, ib. Orders a brafs fer- 
pence to be made and placed upon a pole, 97. Its ufes, 
ib. Engages the Amonites, whom he defeats and puts 
to the iword, ib, His lait fpeeches to the people, 
ib, His death, 103. Epitaph written on him by Jojnua 
paraphraied, ib, His character by different writers, 104. 
Compariion between nm and Our Saviour, 10g. His 
Propiiecy concerning a tutuie prophet like unto nimieit, 
445- 


Muriain, plague of, in Egypt, 70. 
MYSLA, 4 province of Ana Minor, 6:8, note. 


N 


AAMAN, the Syrian general, is cured of an invete- 

rate leprofy by the prophet Eiitha, and in conte- 

quence therecf becomes a ceavert to the worthip of the 
true God, 248. 


NABA:, his il) behavicur to David, 161. The confes 


quences ariting therefrom, 162. 


NABOTH refuses to fell his vineyard, and why, 237. For 


which, by the contrivance of queen Jezebel, he is carried 
out of the city, and Stoned to death, 233. 


NADAB and Abihu, Aaron’s two fons, are ftruck dead 


with lightning, and tor what, 88. 


NADAB ftucceeds his father Jeroboam in the kingdom of 


hirael, 331. Is treacheroufly killed by Baafha, his cap- 


tain general, ih, 
g ’ 


NAHAodti, king of the Amonites, lays fu.h ctofe fiege to 


jobeth-Gilead, that the inhabitants offer to capitulate, 
which he agrees to, bit on ne other terms than the lofs 
of their righteyes, 147. ; 


NATHAN the prophet, by the Divine command, lays an 


injuncuon on Dav:d not to build a temple at Jerufalem, 
173+ Welivers a parable to David, and on what account, 
373. 


NATHUM the prophet, the time in which he lived, and 


the nature of his prophecies, 235, vote. 


NAZAREUH, city of, its fituation, &c, 495. 
NEAPOIJLIS, a fea-port, its fituation, &c. 618, acee. 
NEBUCHADNEZZAR, king: ot Babylon, defeats the 


army of Pharaon-Necho, king. of Egypt, 285. Befieges 
Jerutalem, takes it, plunders the temple, and carries away 
Jehoiakim prifoner to Babylon, but afterwards rseftores 
him under certain reitriCtiongggib. Sends his lieutenants 
againit him in confeqeence oF his having rebelled, who, 

in 
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. ing fly, flay him. before the walls -of Jerufalem, 286. | 


He after ards takes Jehaiachia -his fon, and puts him in 
ifon at Babylon, where he keeps him durigg the remain- 
ct of his life, 487. Defeats Arphazad, -king of Media, 
and in his Stead places Zedekiah on the throne of Judah, 
289. Again lays fieze to Jerufalem, and on what ace 
count, 294, Takes is by form, 295. Canfes Zedekiah’s 
fons, an@ the princes of Judah, to be flain before his face, 
ib. Orders Zedckiah's eyes to be put out, and then fends 
him prifoner to Babylon, ib. Makes Gedaliah governor 

_ of the people, and fhews a particular regard for Jeremiah 
the prophet, ib. Has a dream that greatly difturbs him, 
goo.’ Its interpretztion by Daniel the ‘prophet, 391. 
Order’s Daniel’s three friends to be thrown into a fiery 
furnace, and on what account, 302. Is furprized to fee 
with them a fourth perfon, ib. Qn their miraculous 
efcape, he glorifies God, publithes an edi& in favour of 
the Jewifh religion, and promotes Daniel’s friends to 
great honours, 303. Reduces the kingdom of Egypt, 
rb. Returns to Babylon, and has another dream which 
greatly perplexes him, ib. Its interpretation by Daniel, 
ib. Is punifhed for his pride, and reuuced to the condi. 
tion of a beaft; but aiter feven years is reitcred to his 
reafon and dignity, 304. Dies foon after his reftoration, 

‘and is {ucceeded by his fon Evil-Merodach, ib. 

NEHEMIAH tuccceds Ezia in tne government of Judah, 
345. Is made cup-bearer to Ahaluerus, king of Perfa, 
ab, Is feat by him with a full commiffion to repair the 
wails of Jerulalem, and fortify the City, 346. Carries on 
the wok wita great fuccefs, notwithitanding all the en- 
deavouis of sanballat to interrupt him, ib. His {uppref- 
fion of ulury, and génerous manner of living, 347. His 
wife crdzrs tor the prefervation of the city, 348. Returns 
to the court at Shuinan, 349. Gocs again to Jerufatem, 
and prevents ‘I'obiah the Ammonite froin having an apart- 
ment in the temple, ib. Orders the re-payment of 
tythes, ib, Anda more ftri& cbiervance of the fabbath, 
350 His diffulution of unlawful marriages among the 
Jews, -ib. : 

NERIGLISSAR fucceeds Evil-Nefodach in the kingdom 
of Babylon, 304, Is flain in battle by Cyrus the Perfian, ib. 

NERO, emperor of Rome. puts Peter and Paul ‘in prifon, 
and for what, 639. Raies the firft general perfecution 
againtt the Chriltians, ib. Orders the city of Rome to 
be fet on fire, and during the conflagration plays upon 
his harp on the tower of Macenas, ib. zove. 

NICANOR is fent by Demetrius king of syria, as general 
of his army, againit the jews, 382. Enters into articles 
of peace with Judas Maccabszus, ib. Breaks them, is 
deteated by him, and flain, and his head cut cf and 
placed on one of the tuweis of jcru/alem, 383. 

NiCODEMUS, his difcourfe with Our Blefled Saviour con- 
cerning regeneration, 505. 

NILE, ariver in Egypt, aefcription of, 48, note. 

NIMROD difpoftetics Arthur, the fon ot Shem, of his pro- 
perty, 1¢igns in Babylon, aud mukes it the capital of his 
empire, ib, 

NINEVEH, city of, defcribed, 16, note. 
cerning, 400, 

NOAH, his birth, 11. Rebukes the people where he lives 
for their wickeducls, ib. Is ordend to build an ark, or 
large veftel, cf ‘gopher-wcod, and on what account, 1b, 
Enters iz with ny family, ib ‘The length of time he 
continues inthe ark, 13. On leaving it he erets an al- 
tar, and offers facrifices tnereon, ib. Plauts a vineyard, 
and invents a machine tor extraéting the juice from the 
grape, ib Becomes intoxicated, and exputes his naked- 
nels ty his children, 14. Denounces a curfe againit the 
defcendants of his fon Hum, for his ill behaviour to him, 
ib. fis death, ib, Hs prophecy relative to the defcen- 
dants of his three fons, 435. 


ATHS, method of taking them among the Hebrews, 

O &c. 28, xote, 

OBADIAH, the prophet, when he lived, and the contents 
“of his prophecies, 265. 

OCHUS fucceeds his tither Arfaces on the throne of Perfia, 
356. Is poifoned by his favauiice eunuch, named Bagoas, 
1b. 

OCTAVIANUS, his breach of friendthip with Antony, 
423. ‘Uhecaufe thereof, ib. Is pleated with Herod’s in- 
trepidity, ib. Defeats Antany at Actium, 424. 

ODED, the prophet, remonftrates with Pekah king of If. 
sael,in behalf of the captives he had made after defeating 
Ahaz king of Judan, 273. In confequence thereof they 
are releafed, and ient home to their reipective habitations, 


Prophecies con- 


274- See) Cs : 
OG, king of the Amonites, his Bigantic fize, &c. 97, note. 
' 
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OMRI fugceeds Zimriin the kingdom of Irael, 231. Eftas 
blithes idolatry, and builds a temple at Samaria, ib. 

ON, a famous city in Egypt, its Gtuation, &c. 49, note, 

OPHRAH,, it: fituation; &c. 125, more. 

OTHNIEL, his galiant actions, 114. Conquers Chuthan- 
rifhathaim, king of Mefopatamia, 1 1g. Is the firtt perfon 
whom the Scripture calls Judges, ib. "2s 


P 
Ponce city of, its fituation, &c. 613, note. 
PASSOVER, its firft infticution, 73. Its renewal by 
Joliah, king of Judah, 282, 
PATARA, town of, deferibed, 628, nore. 
PATREA, a city of Achaia, its fituation, &c. 643, mote. 
PAUL, otherwife called Saul, his violence againtt the Chri- 
ftians, 608. His miraculous converfion, 609. Preachcs 
the prs) in various parts, accompanied by Barnabas, ib. 
Strikes Bar-jefus, a Jewith forcerer, blind, and for whar, 
613. Changes his name from Saul to Paul, ib. Goes to 
Lyttra, where the multitude look upon him as more than 
man, 615. Is ftoned, but recovers, and goes to Jerufalem, 
616, Reproves St. Peter, and for what, 617. Parts with 
Barnabas, ib. Goes to Crete, and conilitutes Titus bi- 
fhop of the ifland, 618. Is put in prifon ac Philippi, buc 
honourably difmifled, 619. Goes to Theffalonica, and 
from thence to Athens, in both of which places he is ill 
treated by the multitude, 620. Makes many converts at 
Corinth, from whence he writes two epiitles to the Theffa- 
lonians, 6z2. Has the like faccefs at Ephefus, from 
whence he writes his firlt epittle to the Corinthians, and 
another to the Galatians, 624. Conftitutes Timothy bi- 
fhop of Ephefus, 625. Gees to Macedonia, from whence 
he writes his fecond epillile to the Corinthians, 626. Re- 
turns to Corinth, and there writes his famous epiftle to the 
Romans, ib. Performs a miracle at Troas, ib. Goes to 
Jerufalem, and is feized by the populace, but refcued by 
Lyfiss the Roman commander, 629. Is taken before Fe- 
lix, whom he terrifies with his difcourfe, 631. Js accufed 
before Feilus, 632. His defence, ib. Is fent to Rome by 
fea, and thipwrecked in his paflage, 634. Is caft on the 
ifland of Melita, whefe he attonithes the people by per- 
forming many miracles, ib. Is conduéed to Rome, from 
whence he writes his epiftles to the Philippians, Ephefians 
and Coloflians, 636. Is fet at liberty, aud writes his epi 
file to the Hebrews, 638. Profecutes his journey from 
Rome into Spain, and from thence foes over to Britain, 
and preaches the yofpel in that land, ib, Returns to 
Rome, and is caft into prifon by the emperor Nero, 639. 
Makes his efcape, and gocs to Ephetus, where he excom- 
municates Hymaneus and Alexander, and for what, ib, 
Goes from t:phefus to Pnilippi, from whence he writes his 
firtt epiltleto imothy, 640. His epiltle to Titus at Crete, 
ib. Vifits many other places, and then returns to Rome, 
where he meets with Peter, ib. Js, with him, committed 
to prifon, from whence he writes his fecond epiftle to Ti. 
mothy,rb. Suffers martyrdom, 64). His chara@er, 642. 
FEKAH, general of the /fraelitith forces, murders his mae 
iter Pekajah, and ufurys the crow » 207. Ts greatly” ha. 
rafled by Tiglath-pilefer, king of Affyria, and at length 
flain by Hetea the fon of kJah, ub. 
PLA AIAH fucceeds his father Menahem in the government 
of lirael, 267. Js murdered by Pekah his general, ib. 
PETER becomes one of Our , ord’s difciples, 508. His 
boaited profeflion to be ready to go with him to prifon, and 
todeath 569. Cuts of the e:r cf Malchus, one of the 
high-prieit’s tervants, 575. Denies his Matter thrice, 577, 
Is ftung with remo:fe, and weeps bitterly, ab. Cures a 
cripple, 601. Punithes Ananias and his wife Sapphira, 
and for what, 603. Heals the difeafed by his thadow only 
Paling over them, ib. Is committed to prifon, but releafed 
therefrom by an angel, 603. Makes a general vifitation 
to aj] the retormed places in Judea, Galilee and Samaria, 
609. Raifes a dead woman to life at Joppa, ib. His con. 
veinon of Cornelius, a Roman captain, 610. Elis fpeech 
to the people on that occafion, ib. Is thrown into prifon 
by Herod Agrippa, but has his chains taken off by an an- 
gel, and misacu.oufly makes his efcape, 612. I guilty of 
Judaizing at Antioch, and Juttly reproved for it by Paul, 
617. Vreaches the gofpel to the Jews in feveral parts of 
the L fier Afia, 623. Goes to the antient city of Baby- 
lon, frum whence he writes his firlt epaitle to the converted 
Jews, ib. Goes to Rome, and is banithed from thence, 
638. Preaches in Africa, Sicily, ltaly, and other parts, 
aud then returns to Rume, ib, © Defeats the machinations 
of Sinon Magus, a famous forcerer, 635. Is put into 
pritun by Nero, ib. Makes his efcape therefrom, ib, 
Writes his tecond epiflle to the converted Jews, 640. Is 
again committed to prifon at Rome, i. And fuffers mar- 
tyrdom b, crucinaion, 445. His chura@ter, ib. 
PIEAR AOE, 
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PHARAOH, king of Egypt, his great cruelty to the Ifrae- 
lites, 6z. Refufes to let them go into the wildernefs to 
their Divine worfhip, 66. Oppreffes them ftill_ more and 
more, 67. Sends fer his magicians to confront Mofes, 62. 
His perverfenefs and hardnefs of heart, 69, &c. Purfues 
the Iiraelites, and, with his whole army, is drowned in 
the Red Sea, 75- 

PHARAOH-NECHO Mlays in battle Jofiah king of Judah, 
283. Puts Jeheahaz his fon in chains, fends him prifoner 
to Egypt, and conftitutes his brother Eliakim (afterwards 
called Jeoiakim) king in his ftead, 284. 

PHARISEES, their religious tenets, &c. 395, note. 

PHASAEL, elder brother to Hered the Great, is made fu- 
perintendant over Judea, 411. Is univerfally refpectea, 
ib. ITs made atetrarch by Mark Antony, 416. Is taken 
prifoner by the Parthians, and delivered in chains to Anti- 
gonus, ib, Beats out his brains againft the walls of the 
prifon, ib. 

PHILIP, king of Macedon, is treacheroufly murdered by 
Paufanias, one of his principal officers, 356. 

PHILIP the Deacon makes many converts in Samaria, 607. 
And particularly che eunuch that attended on the queen of 
Ethiopia, 608. Suffers martyrdom at Hierapolis, 647. 

PHILIPPI, its fituation, &c. 619, note. 

PHiILISTINES invade the territories of the Ifraelites, whom 
they conquer, and, for fome time, keep in a ftatz of tub- 
jection, 131. ‘Uhirty flain ac Athkelon, by whom, and on 
what occafion, 136. Set fire to Samfon’s father-in-law’s 
houfe, and burn him and his daughter therein, ib. A 
great number flain on that account, 1b. A thoufind more 
deftroyed by Samfon, 137. Seize Samfon, bind him, and 
put out his eyes, 138. Three thoufand dettroyed at his 
death, 139. Are defeated by the Ifraelites under Samuel, 
144. Are totally defeated by the forces of David, 197. 

PHINEAS, his zeal in punifhing Zimri and Cozbi for their 
indecent behaviour, 100. Has the prielthood fettled on 
him and his potterity, ib. 

PHRYGIA, a province of Afia Minor, its fituation, &c. 618. 

PILATE, the Roman governor of Judea, his {peech to the 
rulers in fuvour of Our Lord, 579. His wife’s remark- 
able dream, and the confequences therefrom, 580. 

POMPEY, the Roman general, hears the refpeétive caufes 
of Hyrcanus and Ariflobulus, 407. Takes Jerufalem, 
enters the Holy of Holies, and vifits the treafuries, where 
he finds things cf great value, but will not fuffer a fingle 
article te be touched, 408. Reftores Hyrcanus to the go- 
vernment, and high-prietthood, ib. Lays the country of 
Judea under tribute, and annexes it to the Roman territo- 
nes, ib. Lakes Anriftobulus, with four of his children, 
prifoners to Rome, 409. His quarrel with Cafar, and the 
confequences therefrom, ib, His death, ib. 

PO'TIPHAR, captain of the king of Egypt’s guards, pur 
chates jo; h of the Ithmaelitith merchants, 43.  Mukes 
him hs teward, 46. Puts him in prifon, and for what, 47. 

Provigies, account of thofe which preceded the deitruction uf 
Jerufalem by ‘Vitus, 670. 

Prephecies, that of Noah relative to the de(cendants of his 
three fons, 435. ‘“Fhole concerning Iihmael, the fon ot 
Abraham, by his wife Sarah, 437. Concerning Jacob and 
Efau, 440. Of jaccb, concerning his pofterity, but par- 
ticulaily his fon Judah, 443. Of Motes, concerning a 
piophet like unto himfelf, 445. Concerning the Jews, 
449- 
relative to the Jews, 452. 
Nineveh, 460. Thecity of Babylon, 462. 
"Tyre, 466. Egypt, 47t. Of Daniel, and his interpre- 
taiion of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, 477. His vifion con- 
cerning the four great empires, 481. Of the Ram and 
He Goat, 486. "lhofe of Our Bleffed Saviour relative to 
the deltrudtion of Jerufalem, and the final end of tne 
Jewith polity, 678. 

Prophet, tent tiom jerufalem to forete] the deftrudtion of the 
altar of Bethel, which had been ereéted by Jeroboam, 22-. 
Is forbiddes to eat or drink while there, ib. His difobe- 
dience to that injunction, and his untimely death in con- 
fequence thereof, ib. 

Proverbs, of Solomon, book of, its contents, &c. 353. 

Pfalms, book of, its contents, &c. 352. 

P’TOLEMY Soter, one of Alexander’s captains, on the death 
ot his mafter takes poifedtion of Egypt, and fubdues Palci- 
tine, 354. Lays fiege to jerufalem, takes it by itorm, and 
Carries away 100,000 of the Jews captives intu Epypt, 
360. His death, ib, . 

P'TOLEMY Philadelphus fucceeds his father Soter in the 
kingdom ot Ezypt, 360. Has the Jewith laws tranflated 
into Greek, ib. flues out a proclamation in favour of 
the Jews, ib. His death, ib. 

PLTOLEMY Euergetes fucceeds his father Philadelphus in 


Of Jeremiah, Maiah, Micah, Ezekiel, and others, | 
Concerning the antient city of ' 
The city of | 
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the kingdom of Egypt, 360. E’xaéts an antiual tribute’ 
from he jews, 361.” His death, ib. ' 


PTOLEMY Philopater facceeds his father tes in the 
kingdom of Egypt, 361. Gives himfelf up to all kiads of 
vices, and dies unlamented, ib. : 

PTOLEMY Epiphanes fucceeds his father Philopater in 
the kingdom of Egypt, 361. Marries Cleopatra, the 
daughter of Antiochus the Great, ib. 

PTOLEMY Philometer (fon and fucceflor of Epiphanes) 
forms an alliance with Alexander king of Syria, and gives 
him his daughter Cleopatra in marriage, 386. Difcovers 
a plot concerted againft him by his fon-in-law, 387. Takes 

- his daughter Cleopatra from hin, and gives her to Deme- 
trius, ib. Bs offered the throne of Syria, but refufes it, 
and prevails on the people to receive Demetrius in his 
ftead, 388. His death, 1b. 

PTOLEMY, fon-in-law to Simon, murders him and his 
two fons Judas and Mattathias, 393. 

PTOLEMY Lathyrus, king of Egypt, is dethroned by his 
mother Cleopatra, 399. Retires to Cyprus, ib. Engages 
and defeats Alexander Janneus, 400. Has fome thoughts 
of reeovering the throne of Egypt in the abfence of his 
mother, but finding greater dificulties than he had ima- 
gined, gives up all rhoughts of profecuting his defign, and 
returns with his army to Cyprus, ib. 

PUL, king of Affyria, invades the territories of Menahem, 
king cf Ifael, who prefents him with a thoufand talents of 
filver to withdraw his forces, 267. 

Purification, ceremony of after battle, 101, ote. 

PU'TEOLI!, town of, its fituation, &c. 635, note. 

Pyramids, Egyptian, defcription of 78. 


Q 


UAILS, great numbers fent for food into the camp of 
the Ifraclites, 81. Are thought by fome to have 
been locufis, but by others that they were really fea- 
thered fowl, ib. note. Are again fent to quiet the 
murmurs of the people, gi. 

R 


Rea the fignification of that term, 559. 

RACHEL, her marriage with Jacob, 36. Her im- 
patience for wantof children, ib. Prevails on her hufband 
to take her handmaid Bilhah as his concubinary wife, ib. 
Defires Leah’s mandrakes, which fhe obtains on certain 
conditions, ib. Js bleffed with a fon, whom. fhe calls Jo- 
feph, 37. Steals her father’s idols, and conceals them, 
38. Dies in childbed in her journey to Mamre, ib.’ 

RAAB, ker kindnefs to the Iraelitith {pies, 108. 

REBECCA is married to Ifaac, 30, Has two fons at a 
birth, namely Efau and Jacob, 31. Refents Efau’s mar~ 
rying without her confent, 32. Anftigates Jacob to {teal 
away his father’s blefling, 33. 

REC HABITES, who they were, and in what manner they 
lived, 285, nore. 

Rt HOBOAM fucceeds his father Solomon, and goes to 
Shechem, 225. Refufes the advice of his father’s coun- 
fellors, upon which ten of the tibes revolt, and make 
Jercboam king, 226. Flies to Jerufalem, and by that’ 
means fecures the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, ib. 
Refolves t» feck revenge on his difaffected fubjeéts, but is 
rcRrained therefrom by the prophet Shemaiah, ib. Keeps 
up the worfhip of God more out of flate policy than reli- 
gion, 228. Encourages idolatry, ib. 1s invaded by Shi- 
thak, king of Egypt, who takes and plunders Jeruialem, 
ib. he number of his wives and concubines, 229. His 
death, ib, 

REUBEN commits inceit with his father’s concubinary wifc 
Bilhah, 42. 1s the caufe of faving his brother Joteph’s 
life, 44. 

REUBENITES, &c. fettle on the Eaft fide of the river 
jordan, 102. Alilt the other tribes in_the conquelt of 
Canaan, 112, Are difmifled with honour by Jofhua, ib. 
A milunderitanding takes place between them and the 
tnbes on the welt of the Jordan, ib. Is re@tified, and 
by whom, 113. 

Revelation trom God neceflary, as deduced from the deprav~ 
ed itate cf human nature, 652. 

sa IUM, a fea-portin Italy, derivation of its name, &c. 

35> note. 

RHODKS, ilfle of, its fi:mation, &c. €28, xote. 

RIBLAH, its iituation, &c. 284, ote. 

Rod of Mofes, its great powers, 69, &c. That of Aaron 


buds, and produces ripe almonds, 95. Fhe caufe of this 
aftonifhing circumitance, ib. 
RUTH, ftory of, 123, &c. : : 
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ABBATH, when fir inftituted, and on what occafion, 


go. - 
SABBATH Breakers, ordered to be ftoned to death, 93. 
Sacrifices, natyre of, 21, note. 
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ADDUCKEES, their religious tenets, &c. 395- 

ALAMIS, city of, its fituation, &c. 613, nore. 

ALT, valley of, its fituation, and why fo called, 257, xote. 
AMARIA, its origin, founder and fituation, 231. Is 
taken and deftroyed by order of Hyrcanus, 395. 

AMARITANS obftruct the Jews in re-building their temple 
after their return from the Babylonith captivity, 311. 
Petition Cambyfes openly that the building may be ttop- 
ped, 312. Their addrefs on the fame occafion to Artax- 
erxes, ib, Their farther application to T'atnai, governor 
of Syria and Paleftine, on the fame account, 314. Are 
obliged to contribute towards the building, by order of 
Darius, 315. Apply to Alexander the Great, requetting 
him to honour their city and temple with his prefence, but 
are rejected with indignation, 358. : 


SAMOS, ifle of, where fituated, and for what famous, 627, 
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note. 
AMOTHRACIA, ifland of, its fituation, &c. 618, nore. 
AMSON, his birth, 134. Shews early inftances of his 
great courage and ftrength, ib. Marries a Philiiline wo- 
man of Timnah, 135. Propounds a riddle to his relations, 
and the company aifembled at the marriage-feaft, ib. The 
explanation of it is fecretly divalged by his wite, at which 
he is fo enraged, that he goes immediately to Athkalon, 
and flays thiity Philiftines, 136. Sets the Philittines corn 
on fire by foxes, ib. Slays 1000 Philiftines with the jaw 
bone of an afs, 137. Ii greatly diitreffed by exceffive 
thirft, but providenually relieved, ib. Carries away the 
gates of Gaza, ib. Is enamoured with a woman named 
Dalilah, who, at the initigation of the Phililtines, getting 
information from him that his great flrength was owing to 
his hair, cuts it off, 138. In confequence of this he is 
taken by the Philiflines, who put out his eyes, fhut him up 
in prifon, and make him grind ina mill as a flave, ib. 
Deitroys three thoufand of them, and himfelf at the fame 
time, 139. Character of him, ib. 

AMUEL, his birth, 14c. Is prefented by his mother to 
Eli che high-prieit, ib. God’s firit revelation to him, 
141. Suceeeds Eliin the government, 143. Obtains a 
fignal viétory over the Philitunes, 144. Commits the ad- 
miniftration of juflice to his two fens Jocland Abiah, who 
become corrupt judges, ib, Anoints Saul king of the 
Ifraelites, 146. His relignation of the government to 
Saul, 147. Orders Agag, king of the Amalekites, to be 
brought before him, and flays him with his own hand, 
t51. Is fent to Bethlehem, to anoint David, the fon of 


_ jeffe, king and fuccelior of Saul, ib. His death, burial 


and charatter, 160. 


SANBALLAT oppofes the Jews in their repairing and for- 


tifying Jerufalem, 346. Occafions great diforders in the 
Jewith ate, 356. Obtains of Alexander the Great per- 
miffion to build a temple on Mount Gerczim, 357. 


Sanhedrim, or general council of the Jewiih nation, of whom 


$ 


they were to confift, and what perfons were excluded, 378, 
mote. Are determined to put Our Saviour to death, and 
tor what reafons, 551. Refolve the like a fecond time, 
566, Agree with Judas, for a {mall ium, to have his mal- 
ter delivered to them, 567. Cautes him to be appre- 
hended, and brought betore them, 576. Grofsly infult 
him, ib. Condemn him to death, and caufe him to be 
firft {courged, and then crucified, 580, &c. 

ARAI goes with her hufband Abram into Egypt, where, 
for fome time, fhe pafles tor his filler, 18. 1sin danger of 
being defiled by Pharaoh, but efcapes by a miraculous in- 
terpofition, 19. Her name is changed fiom Sarai to Sa- 
rah, ib. Is in danger of being defiled by Abimelech, 
king of Gerar, but again efcapes by Divine interpofition, 


‘25. Has a fon named Ifaac, ib. 
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AUL is anointed king by Samuel, 146. Is ele&ted by the 
general voice of the people, ib. Vanquifhes Nahath, king 
of the Ammonites, 147. Engages the Phililtines, and 
defeats them, 149. Makes a rafh and imprudent inter- 
dia, ib. Saves Agag, king of the Amalekites, 150. 
Grows melancholy, and fends for David to play to him 
on hisharp, 152. Makes him one of his armour-bearers, 
ib. Grows jealous of him and attempts to kill him with 
a javelin, 153, ‘To have lggy flain by the Phililtines, 154. 
Gives him his daughter in marriage, ib. Orders his ton 
Jonathan and fome of his courtiers to difpatch him, ib. 
Attempts once more to kill him with a javelin, 155. Sends 
a guard to apprehend him in his own houfe, from whence 
he narrowly efcapes, ib. Sends another party of foldiers 
to feize himat Naioth, but tono purpofe, 156. ‘I hiuws ¢ 
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javelin at his fon Jonathan with intent to kill him, 167° 
Slays Ahimelech, prieit of Nob, with many others of the 
facerdotal order, and maffacres all the inhabitants of that 
city, 158. Purfues David into the defarts of Maon, and 
from thence to the {trong holds of Engedi, where David 
has an opportunity of taking away his life, but refufes fo 
todo, :60. Puriues him again to the mountains of Ha- 
vilah, where David once more {pares yis life, 153. Ap- 
plauds David’s generofity, and promifes not to make any 
tuture attempt on his life, ib. Is invaded by the Philif- 
tines, upon which, in a fit of defpair, he confuJts the 
witch of Endor, 164. Is forewarned, by Samuel’s Ghoft, 
not only of the deteat of his army, but of the deaths of 
himfelf and fons, ib. Is vanquifhed by the Phililliines, 
falls upon his own fword, and dies, 166. He and his fons, 
after their deaths, are itripped of their armour, have their 
heads cut off, and their bodies hung on the walls of Beth~ 
fhan, ib. Are afterwards taken down by the Gileadites, 
burnt, and their afhes decently interred, ib. 

Schools of the prupheis, nature of, 156, note. 

Scriptures, the authority and excellency of as founded on the 
exprefs and frequent aff-rtions of Mofes, the prophets, and 
apottles, 665. 

Internal Worth and Excellency of, as containing 
the beit principles of knowledge, holinefs and comfort, 
667. 

Sca, Red, its fituation, and why fo called, 73, zore. 

SEIR, mount, 39, wore. 

SELEUCIA, city of, its fituation, Sc. 613, nore. 

SELEUCUS Philopater fucceeds his father Antiochus the 
Great on the throne of Syria, 363. Oppreftes the Jews, 
ib. Is poifoned by Helicdorus, 364. 

SENNACHERIB ftucceeds his tather Shalmanefer on the 
throne of Aflyria, 268. Invades Judea, 277. Is bribed 
by Hezekiah to withdraw his forces, ib. Sends a de- 
tachment of his forces to lay fiege to Jerufalem, ib. 
Marches againtt Egypt, and why, 278. Sends a haughty 
meflage to Hezekiah, ib. Returns from Egypt, and 
marches againit Jerufalem, ib. The greater part of his 
forces are miraculouily dettroyed by an angel, ib. Retreats 
with the remainder to Nineveh, where he is affaflinated 
by his two fons, ib. 

Serpent beguiles Eve to cat the forbidden fruit, 8. Its 
thape before that period, ib, Is fuppefed to have been 
Satan in that diiguife, ib, ‘Ihe fentence denounced 
againitit, ib. 

Serpents, account of thofe which fatally flung the Ifraelites 
when on their way to the land of Canaan, g7. Why they 
were called fery, ib. nore, 

SE'TH, the tuj.d fon of Adam, born, 10. His defcendants 
lead a religious life for a time, but at length degenerate 
by intermarrying with the defcendants of Cain, 11. 

SHADRACH, Mefhach and Abednego are thrown into a 
fiery furnace, by order of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Ba~ 
bylon, 302. ‘Iheir miraculous efcape therefrom, ib, 

SHALLUM murders Zachariah, king of Ifrael, ufurps the 
throne, and is fluin by Manahem, general of his forces, 
266. 

SHA. MANESER, king of Affyria, reduces Samaria, 267. 
Puts Hoihea, king of Mracl, in prifon during his lite, 
268. Carri¢s away not only the inhabitants of Samaria, 
but thole of the principal cities in the Ifraelitith domi- 
nions, and fubiticutes in their flead people from different 
nations, by which means an end is put to the kingdom of 
Iirael, ib. His death, ib. 

SHI-BA, the fon of Bichri, a Benjamite, raifes a rebellion 
againit David, 194. Is puriued by David’s forces, and 
fires to s\bei-Maacah, the inhabitants of which, to fave 
their city, cut off his head, and throw it over the wall to 
Joab in the prefence of David’s forces, ib. 

SHELA, queen of, pays a vifit to Solomon, 222. Makes 
him many valuable prefents, 223. 

SHECHEM defiles Dinah, the daughter of Jacob, 40. 
Defires her in marriage, ib, Is deceivd by her brothers 
Simeon and Levi, who having laid a plan for the purpofe, 
not only murder Shechem and his father, bat all the in- 
habitants of the city, 41. 

SHECHEMITES are defeated by Abimelech, and Aly for 
fecurity to their itrong holds belonging to the temple of. 
their idol Berith, 130, Are purfued by Abimelech, who 
orders a pile 2f wood to be placed before the mouth of 
each, wuicn being fet on fire, taey ali perifl, in the flames, 
131. 

SHIEM receives a blefling from his father Noah, 14. Vhe 
fettlement of his defcendants after che flood, 16. 

SHIBBOLETH, import of the word, andon what accafion 
ufed, 133, xofe, 

SHAME], a petecndaat of Saul, treats David with great in- 


5 dignity, 
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dignity, 187. Begs pardon for his condué&, 193. _ Is 
confined at large in Jerufalem by Solomon, but, breaking - 
his bounds, is, by his order, putto death, zro. 

SHISHAK, king of Egypt, invades Judez, and takes Je- 
tufalem, 228. 

SHUSHAN, city of, its fituation, &c. 316, nore. 

SICHEM, city of; its fituation, &c. 18, note. oa 

SILAS, the companion of St. Paul, accompanies him into 
various countries, in order to aflift him in propagating the 
Gofpel, 618. Is apprehended at Philippi and fcourged, 
619. Is committed to prifon, but at length honourably 
difmiffed, ib. 

SILOAM, fountain of, its rife, fituation, &c. 536, xore. 

SIMEON and Levi murder all the inhabitants of Shechem, 
and why, 41. 

SIMEON, tribe of, join that of Judah to profecute the war 
againft the Canaanites after the death of Jofhua, 214. 
Are fuccefsful in their enterprizes, ib. 

SIMON, the Maccabee, fucceeds his brother Jonathan in 
the command of the Jewith forces, 392. Obtains the in- 
dependent fovereignty of Judea, and deftroys the fortrefs 
ef Acra, ib. He and his two fons, Judas and Martathias, 
are perfidioufly murdered by Ptolemy, his fon-in-law, 
393. His character, ib. nore. : : 

SIMON MAGUS is in high repute at Samaria for his ma- 
gical arts, 607. Becomes a pretended convert to Philip, 
and why, ib. Offers money to be enabled to work fuch 
miracles as the apoltles did, ib. His offer rejected with 
feorn by Peter, ib. Is greatly offended at Peter’s re- 
bake, 608. &s in high repute at Rome for his magical 
arts, 639. Is defeated by St. Peter, and by what means, 
jb. His fallin attempting to fly, and his death confe- 
quent thereupon, ib. 

SIMON, one of Our Lord’s difciples, why called the Zea- 
fot, 649. Preaches in various parts, and at lengch {uffers 
martyrdom, ib. 

SIN, wildernefs of, its fituation, Sec. 81, m2e. 

SINAI, mount, its fituation, 65. 

SISERA, general of Jabin’s forces, is killed by Jael, the 
wife of Heber the Kenite, and how, 122. 

SODOM, the wickednefs of its inhabitants, 23. Their 
impious endeavours to abufe Lot's gueils, 24. Are 
ftreck with blindnefs by them, ib. Are deftroyed by fire 
from heaven, ib. 

SOLOMON, his birth, 180. Is placed under the care of 
Nathan the prophet, ib. Is anointed, and proclaimed 
king of Hrael, 201. Orders Adonijah to be put to death, 
tb. Banithes Abiathar, the high-prie&, 1b. Orders 
Joab, who had fled for refuge to the fanétuary, to be flain, 
vb. Confines Shimei, a prifoner at large in Jerufalem, 
but afterwards puts him to death for breaking his bounds, 
210. Marries the daughter of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, 
3b. Goes to Gibcon, and offers facrifices to the Lora, 1b. 
Js promifed to have whatever he afks, 211. Prays for wif- 
dom to govern the people, ib. His wifdom difptayed ina 
cafe brought before him between two contending mothers, 
tb. His extenfive dominions, 212, Gives amazing 
proofs of his great wifdom and learning, ib. Is congra- 
tulated by Hiram, king of Tyre, 213. His letter to Hi- 
ram, for materials and workmen to build the tumy Ie, with 
Hiram’s favourable anfwer, ib. Begins and finifhes the 
temple in feven years, ib, His dedication of it, and fo- 
lemn prayer to God on the occafion, 220. His vifion the 
night following, 221. Builds him a palace, and other 
pompous ftructures, 222. His palace deferibed, ib. xote. 
Fits out a fleet of fhips, ib. His prodigious revenues, and 
magnificent way of living, ib. Js vifited by the queen of 
Sheba, who makes | jm many valuable prefents, ib. Fails 
into idolatry, through the influence of his foreign wives, 
223. Is reproved by a prophet from God, who raifes up 
fome powertul enemies to difturb him in the latter part cf 
his seign, 224. His death, burial and charaéter, 225. 

SOLOMON ’s Forch, what, and why fo called, 539, nore. 

SOLOMONA and her feven fons, their magnammuity under 
the perfecution of Antiochus Epiphanes, 367. 

Song of Solomon, book of, its contents, &c. 354. 

SOREK, valley of, where fituated, and for what famous, 
138, ote. 

Sie, twelve chofen by Mofes, and fent to take a view of 
the land of Canaan, 92. Ten of them give a falfe re- 
post of the country, tor which they are all dettroyed by 
a fudden death, 93. ‘f'wo fent by Jofhua to take a view 
of Jericho, 107. Are kindly entertained by a woman 
named Rahab, and their agreement with her thereupon, 
108. By her advice and athflance, they return to the 
camp in fafety, ib. . ; 

STEPHEN, the proto-martyr, is conftituted one of the 
feven deacons, and the folemnity of his ordination, 605. 
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Preaches with courage.and refolution, works Several mi- 
racles, and makes a great number of converts, ib. Is acs 
cufed of blafphemy, and brought before the Sanhedrim, 
ib. His fpeech on that occafion, ib. Incenfes the Jews 
thereby to that degree, that they refolve to put him to 
death, 606. Has a vifion, and declares what he had feen, 
ib. Is therewpon ftoned, prays for his murderers, and 
ives up the ghoft, ib. 

SUCGOTH, import of the namie, and where fituated, 40, 
mote. 

SUSANNA and the Elders, ftory of, 306, &c. 

Sysagogues, origin of, nature of their confiruction, and the 
mode of performing Divine fervice in, 322. 

SYRACUSE, city of, its fituation, &c. 635, note. De- 
{cription of when in its fplendor, ib. And by whom de. 
froyed, ib. 


d T : 
Abernacle, its firt ere€tion, 36. Defcription of, ib, 

TABOR, mount, its fituation, and from whence it 
received its mame, 121, note. . 
TAMAR, the daughter of David, is ravifhed.by her brother 
Amnon, 182. Is afterwards ill-treated by him, ib. The 

injury done her refented by her brother Abfalom, ib. 
Temple of Jerufalerr, when begun to be built by Solomon, 
213. ts finifhed in the fpace of feven years, ib. Partieu- 
Jar defcription of, 216. This and the city plundered and 
burnt by order of Nebuchadnezzar, 295. The founda- 
tion of the new temple laid by the Jews after their refto- 


ration from captivity, 310. The building finithed and fo- 
lemnly dedicated, 315. 


THESSALONICA, its fituation, 620. 

‘THOMAS, the apottle, openly declares his difbelief of the 
refurrection cf our Blefled Redeemer, 59. But is foon 
convinced thereof, and how, ib. Preaches in India, and 
there fuffers martyrdom, 648. 

THREE TAVERNS, a place fo called, where fituated, 
635, note. 

TIGLATH-PILESER, king of Affyria, ravages the terri- 
tories of Pekah king of ifrael, and carries away great 
numbers of his fubjeéts, 267. Marches againft Rezin king 
of Syria with a great army, kills him, takes Dama(cus, 
and tranfplants the people to Kir, 274. 

TIGRYIS, river, its eoaiie: 269, nore. 

TIMOTHEUS, general of the Syrian army, is defeated by 
Judas Maccabeus, 377. Conceals himfelfin a ditch, but 
being difcovered is put to death, ib. 

TIMOTHY becomes a companion of St. Paul, 618. Is 
conftituted bifhop of Ephefus, 625. Some account of his 
life, 652. His martyrdom, ib. 

TIRZAH, once the royal city of the kings of Ifrael, 266, 
note. 

TITUS, conftituted bithop of Crete by St. Paul, 618. Par- 
ticulars of his life and death, 632. ; 

TITUS, fon of Vefpafian, marches into Judea, and reduces 
moft of the principal places in that country, 681. Lays 
fiege to Jerufalem, 684. Sends Jofephus to perfuade his 
countrymen to fubmit, which proving ineffectual he pro- 
fecutes the fiege with the utmoft rigour, 685. Makes him- 
{elf matter of the place, and, except three towers, levels 
the whole city and temple with the ground, 686. Returns 
to Rome, is received in triumph, and has a magnificent 
arch erected to his honour, 687. 

TOBIT and Tobias, hiftory of, 268. 

Tree of Knowledge, why fo called, 7, note. 

TROAS, province of, its fituation, &c. 618, nore. 

TROGYLLIUM, a promontory fo called, its fituation, &c. 
627, wote. 

TRYPHON fets up Antiochus, the fon of Alexander for the 
kingdom of Syria, 389. Cruelly puts to death Jonathan 
and his two fons, 392. Privately murders Antiochus, and 
by his artifices obtains the throne of Syria, ib. Is van- 
quifhed by Antiochus Sidetes, the brother of Demetrius, 
and put to death at Apamea, 393. 

TYRE, city of, prophecies oe 466. 

ESPASIAN is appointed by the emperor Nero to reduce 

V the Jews to obedience, 675. Engages them near Af- 
calon, routs their forces, kills great numbers, and puts the 
reft to flight, 676. Marches into Galilee, and makes, him- 
felf matter of Gadara, 677. Lays fiege to Jatapata, which, 
after great oppofition, he reduces, puts the greater parc of 
the inhabitants to the fword, and lays the whole. city in 
ruins, 679. Repairs with his urmy to Cafarea, and there 
takes up nis winter quarters, 681. Marches into Judea, 
and reduces the principal places in that country, ib, Re- 
turns to Cicfarea, and forms the refolution of laying fiege 
to Jerufalem, ib. Is prevented therefrom by thie death of 
the emperor Nero, ib, {s chofen emperor by the a 


Aa fee) Gan 8 i-N, 
of the army, 682. Gains o¥ér to his intereft the people of 
Alexandria, and receives congratulatory addreffes from Ti- 
berius the governor, and Mucianus governor of Syria, ib. : 
Goes to Alexandria, and is received with univerfal joy by 
the people, 683. . Is declared emperor by the fenate, and 
the title of Czefar conferred on his two fons Titas and Do- 
mitian, oe Goes - Pee wee he se eocenye! with 
great joy triumph, and immediately takes upon him- 
felf the Loma ient of the empire, 686. Erests'a teniplc 
to peace, and places in it moft of the rich fpoils taken by 
by his fon at the fiege of Jerufalem, 687. Chews a parti- 
cular refpeé&t for Jofephus, and orders a public ftatue to be 
ere&ed to his memory, ib. 

VIT ELLIUS ufurps the fovereignty of the Roman empire af- 
ter the déath of Nero, 681. . Es oppofed by Antonius, the 
friend of Vefpafian, by whom he 1s defeated, and all: his 
troops put to the fword, 684. Is dragged from his palace, 
ignominioufly led to the common place of execution, and 
there ut to death, after, which his body is thrown into the 

iber, ib. . 


river 

UR, acity of Chatdea, by whom built. 17, sore. - 

URIAH lofes his life by the contrivance of David, and for 
what, 176. . o 

UZZAH, for his prefumption in touching the ark of the 
Lord is inftantly ftruck dead, 172. 

UZZAH, garden of, why fo called, 281. 

UZZIAH Riccosds his father Amaziah in the kingdom of 
Judah, 258. Conquers the Philiftines and Arabians, and 
having fubdued the Ammonites, makes them become his 
tributaries, ib. Repairs the walls of Jerufalem, and adds 
feveral new fortifications to them, ib. Ufurps the facer- 
dotal office, for which he is ftruck with a fevere leprofy, 
264. “Languithes under his diforder for fome years, ib. 


Ww 


ISE men of the eaft take their obfervation of an un- 
common ftar, and thereupon immediately fet out for 
Jerufalem, and for what purpofe, 498. On their arrival 
are examined by Herod, and difmified to Bethlehem, ib. 
See the fame ftar again, and by means thereof find out the 
child Jefus, ib. Fall praftrate and adore him, ib. Pre- 
fent him gold, frankincenfe and myrrh, ib. Return into 
their own country, but not by Jerufalem as Herod had 
commanded them, and the reafon why, ib. 
‘WITCH of Endor, by the defire of king Saul, raifes the 
hoft of Samuel, 164. Courtcoufly entertains the king, ib. 
World, out of what, and when created, 5. The inhabitants 
of it deftroyed by water, except Noah and his family, 12. 
In what manner it was peopled after the food, 15. 
K’riting, method of ufed.by the Egyptians, 77. 
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x . 
FERXES: s his father Darius on the throne of Per- 
, - aia; Sr. untiens all thofe privileges to the Jows 
which had been granted them by his father, ib. Fails in- 
to contempt with his fabje€ts, and is murdered by the cap- 
” tain of his guard, 316. «: 





ABAD and Jehozabad,’ twp dgmeftics belonging to Je~ 
Z hoafh, ses of Todah, Marder their maiter; in revenge 
for his having put to death theprophet Zachariah, 2 57° 
ZACHARIAH the porns. is oned to death by order of 

Jehoath king of Judah; 257. 

ZACHARIAH the fon of fe jam II. fucceeds his father 
on the throne of Ifrael, 26 fer. a, reign pf -only fix 
mobths is mirtered by Sha 5 thb iufurps the.govern- 
ment, ib: | BRS S 2 

ZALMUNNA and Zcba, two Midianitifh princes, taken 
prifoners by Gideon, who, for their cruelty; flays them 
both with his own hands, 128.. | 

ZAREPHATH, or Sarepta, its fittiation, &ce. 233, nord. 

ZEDEKIAH facceeds to the governmierit of Judea, on his 
nephew’s being taken Pee by Nebuchadnezzar, 287. 
Is reproved by the Se net Jeremiah for his wickednefs, if. 
Enters into a confederacy with Pharaoh Hophra, king of 
Egypt againft Nebuchadnezzar king of Affyria. 293. Is 
taken prifoner by Nebuchadnezzar, who orders his eyes 
to be put our, fends him to Babylon, and keeps him cort-’ 
fin'd the remainder of his days, 295. ot 

ZEPHANIAH the propliet, the time in which he lived, and 
the nature of his prophecies, 285, sote. 

ZERUBBABEL is made governor of Judea ty Cyrus on the 
reftoration of the Jews from the Babylonith captivity, 309. 
Receives great honours from Darius Hyftafpes; and for 
what, 314. His death, 345. ‘ 

ZIBA, his perfidy to his matter Mephibofheth, 1847. Is de- 
tected in his iniquity, and punithed accordingly, 193. =~ 

ZIGLAG, town of, given to David by Achith king of the 
country, 164. Its fituation, &c. ib, nore. : 

ZILPAH becomes concubinary wife to Jacob, 36. 

ZIMRI and Cozbi, their indecent behaviour at the door of 
the tabernacle, 100. Are put to death forit by Phintas the 
fon of Eleazar the high prieft, ib, 

ZIMRI, a confiderable officer belonging to Elah, king of 
Ifraecl, murders his malter, and ufurps ‘the government, 
231. Isattacked by Omri, general of Elah’s ‘forces, who 
is declared king by the army; upon which he fhuts him- 
felf up in his palace, and, defpairing of any quarter, fets 
fire to it, and perifhes in the flames, B: 

ZIPH, defert of, its fituation, &c. 159, note. 


ZIPPORAH, the daughter of Jethro, marries Mofes, 64. . 
Circumcifes her fon with a flint or fharp ftone, and why, 66. 
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R. Paul Augutter, Aldermanbury 
Mr. Peter Andrews, Shepperton * 
Mr. ‘Vhomas Afbery, Exeter-ftreet 
— Henry Atkins, Lewifham 
-— Anderfon, Broad-wey, Weftmintter 
—— John Aicken, Bedtordbury 
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The Young Gentlemen of Mr. Burchell’s 


Academy, Chefhunt 


Mr, Eleazer burchell, Mafter of the Aca- 


demy, Chethunt 
Mr. Jofeph Burnley, Butcher-hall-iane 
— kdward Bennett 
M. R. Berkeley 
— ‘Thomas Butcher, North Audley-ftrect 
Samucl Barnes, City-road 
Chriftopher Barrett, Newingtor 
— Beefton, Walworth 
John Bartlett, Mary-le-bone 
William Bear, Crooked -lane 
James Brown, Jefficy’s-rents 
Banton, London Houfe Yard 
Thomas Bellamy, Wooburn-court 
Philip Bindernagel 
Charles Busfield, Loomans Pond 
Charles Bagleholec, Walworth 
Jobn Brown, Flect-ftreet 
samnicl Buxton, Rood-lane 
Richard Bennett 
John Briicy, Bybridge-ftrect 
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Mrs. Bartindill, Great Pultney-flreet 
—— Lhe. Burrey, Strand 
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NIy. Cotton, TDrury-lane 

— |. Crool., at the Acadeiny, Cheflaunt 
-~ “Vhotma, Chapman 

—- Samuel Cully, Ludham 

— fofeph Conlin, Mile-end 

— Willam Cowley, Farnborough 

— Cornus Cheaks, Deptford 


— Olave Chryiman, Moor-ftrect, Scho 
— Thomas Clarkton, Ediard-ftreet 
— Cawthorne, Keppel-row 

- William Cooper, Moor-ficlds 
Cotton, Middlefex-court 

John Cobhain 


Irs. Margy Cooper, Strand 
Ann Cook, Newport-market 
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r. Decie 
_Devev, Shoe-lane 


— John Copland, Charles-ttreet, Weftming. 
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Mr. Thomas Dawfogg@pper Thames-ftreet 
— Robert Brettipgffam the Carte, Lambeth 
_ ptemns eet Lannavon, Brecknock, 


— Nicholas felamarc, Norton Falgate - 
~ - 


Lady Darnley, Berkley-fquare 
Mrs. Ann Dawes 
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Mr. John Evclwhit, Limehoufe 


- — Evans, Clerkenwell-green 


— Egan, bow-ftreet 
— Eyre, Thanet Place 


Mrs. Eftcr, Pall Mall 
— Mary Evans, Piccadilly 
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Jacob Peele Efq; 

Henry Folingiby, Efq; 

Mr. Willany | WG Pecheviititic 

— P. laveno, Academy, Chefhunt 
Michael Flugar,, Radcliffe 
John Fofter, Kenfington 
George Feild, Grafton-ftrect 
Farrance, Ludgate-ftrect 

— John Fofter, Kenfington 

— Farmer, Southover, Lewes 
— John Fulftow 

— Frances, Ludpate-ftreet 
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Mifs Fletcher 


G 


The Rev. Mr, Garnet 

Mr. T. Gilchrift, Oxford-ftreet 
— William Goodman, Deptford 
~~ Thomas Gwyther - 

— George Garrett k ; 

— David Gilbert, Hummerton 
— Jofeph Glover, Deptford 

— Paul Roy Grellicr, Queen-ftreet 
Giardncr, Lambcth Marfh 
George Grace 

William Gunfon 

James Groves 

Gardner, Wild-firect 
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Mifs Goflin, Calland’s Grove, Southgate 
-— Giles, Vavittock-ftreet : 
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Lady Harland, Poriman- fquare 
Herentkoind, Etg; : 
Mr. Hid siley, Henrictta-ftregr 
— Thomas Hil, Po:dand-Place 
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Mr. Thomas Howell, Coventry-ftreet 
Heath, Broad-ftrect, Carnaby-Market 
John Hewlett, Golden-lane 

— William Heard, Worcefter-ftreet 
Robert Hardy, Toftenham-court-road 
Harby, Effex-ftreet 

Hill, Bromley Kent 

Howard, St. Paul’s-church-yard 
Handcock, New Ormond-ftreet 
Hoeck, Great Ruffell-ftreet 

Jar Harley, Deptford 


ames Hopkins, Swanfea 
ichard Horlock, North Fleet 
Chriftopher Hodgkinfon 
— Thomas Hich, Princes-fquare 
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Mrs, Dorothy Howell, Cock{pur-ftreet 
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George Charles Jefferyes, Efq; Blarney-caftle 
Ireland 

Mr, Joteph Jordan, Saffron-hill 

— Thomas James, Shadwell 

— Juflice, Winchefter-ftrect 

— Jones 


Mrs. Mary Jolnfton 
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Mr. John Knight, Deptford : 
— Killingworth, Tanfur, Northamptonthire 
— Kirkland, Hart-ftreet 

— Kirby, $t. Paul’s Church-yard 

— Kelly, Carnaby -ftreet 


Mrs. Mary King, Shepperton 
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Mr. Thomas Lloyd, Bedford-row 


Frederick Langioh 

Larch, Temple 

John Larking | 

— Flemming Lee, Chefhunt 
ohn Ley 

— Leffingham, Kingfland-place 


Mrs. Mary Lay, Golden-lane 


| — Hannah Longbottom 


M 


Mr. William Mead, Lewitham 

James Monk, Great Ealing 

Moore, Heighain 

‘Yhomas Mordon, Radclitfe 
Mackenzic, Mary-le-bone 

John Martindale 

Henry M’Donald, James-fircet Gate 
Mackenzie, Mary-le-bone 
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Mr, Main, Coventry-court 
~~ John Moody, Stephen-ftrect_ 
— Mitchell, Wells-f ~ 
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— Meyer, Grofvenor-ftrect 


Mifs $8. Metcalf, Chelfea 
Mrs, Meyers 


, 


’ N 


Mr. Nancen, Bethnall-grecn 
— Nath, Chrift Church, Surry 
— Nicoils, White Chapel ° 

—~- Williain Norman, Chelfea 
-: Thomas Norris, Long-Alley 


Mifs Norris, ‘Southampton-ftreet 
Mrs, Neville, Brighthelmftone, Suffex 
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Mr. Francis Owfton, Wapping 
—~ John Owen 


Mrs. Ottway, Arundel-ftreet 
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William Paffenger, Efq; Bromley 
— Pugh 

—- john Pittard, Fafhion-ftrect 

—— Daniel Penning, Eye 

Paddon, Red-lion-yard 

Pearfon, Newington 

Jofeph Pearce, Virginia-ftreet 
George Pack wood 

Richard Pounce, Brighthelmftone 
George Parker, Colcebroke Dale 
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Mrs. Sarah Popgee, Greenwich 
—~ Poynter, Margarct-ftreet 
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Mr. John Quakley, Radcliffe 
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Mx. John Rutter, Bow Church-yard 
— S. Richardfon, at the Academy, Chefhunt 
— G. Raincock, Ditto w! 
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— John Rofe, Eye 

Rofe, “Fufton-ftreet 

— Daniel Ritfon, Greenwich 
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Robinfon; Welt-harding dvcet is 
Jofhua Richards, fen. Woolwich « 
Samucl Ray, Petty France 

William Ruffell, Bennet-ftreet 
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Mrs. Mary Sufaunah Randell 
Mils Rogers, Hermitage-bridge 
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William Sandf6rd, Exeter-fircet 

Richard Sanders, 8% miley 
Boe Scott, St. Dunftgn’s-hill 

‘rancis Symewiull, Hoxtéi 

Henry Summers 7” 
William Sanders, Shepperto 
Sparrow, Hleworth 
William Sandford, Exeter 
Henry Summons, HolywelJ-row 
John Scurrier, St. George's, Hanover-f{g. 
Sibley, Princcs-ftreet, St. Anns 
Sloper, Red-crofs-fircet 
John Sarfons, Rupert-ftrect 
Stuart, Catherine-ftreet 
William Streadwick, Deptford 
Edward Shegegs, Little Britain 
Peter Scammel, London 
Edward Skeggs, Little Britain 
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Mrs. Stock, Greenwich 
— Anne Sanders, Bromicy 
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Mr. Thomas Torin, Walworth 
~— Towers, South Lambeth 

— Trufit, Rotherhithe 

— Francis Timewell 

—— John Thomas, Chathan 

— Jofegh Tillcock, Bethnall-green 
— Triquet, Craven-ftrect | 

— Tyler, Clerkenwell Greet 

~— Timfon, St. Mary-hilf 

~ Theobald, Great Granfden 


Mifs Anne Tate, Fendon 
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Mr. Jofhua Van Oven, Gunn-fquares ~ , 
— Haac Vendome, New Cock-lane 
—~ John Vallance, Holbourn 


Mrs. Elizabeth Vallance 
Mits Ann Vendome 
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Sir Booth Williams, Bart. Ham Common, 

Surr : 
Mr. George Webfter, Princes-ftreet 
T. Willoughby, Albemarle-ftrect 
Luke Wells, Wodlwich 
Windfor, tewifham 
Ware, Silver-Strect, Golden-{quare 
Wilham Webtter, Kingfland-road 
‘Thomas Weft, Narrow Wall, Lam! sth 
Thomas Walton, Greenhill’s- rents 
Richard Webb, Wytch-ftrect 
‘Vhomas Weft, Lambeth 
“‘Vhomas Winbuft, Newington 
Wardfworth, Angel-flrect 
Weft, Newgate-market 
Watts, Little St. Andrew’s-ftreet 
Daniel Ward, Shadwell 
Thomas Walker, Red Crofs- {quare 
C. Ward, Bithopfrate-ftreet 
H. S. Weftinaco, Statuary 
Francis Weeuelin, South Lambeth 
Robert Weft, Pearl-frectr 
Welch, Virginia-frect 
Wright, St. George’s-road 
Woolley, Barnaby-ftreet 


he ee ee se Pa 


Mrs. Willoughby, Albemarle-ftreet 
Mits Elizabeth Wilfon 
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Mr. William Yates, Academy, Chefhunt 
— Yates, Carnaby -ftrcet 


Mifs Henrietta Yates 
Mrs. Yates, York 


EF Notwithftanding the Publifher gave two printed Notices for the Subfcribers to fend in their Names, and delayed the edict 
of the laft Number fome Weeks, in order to give thofe who live at a great Diftance the Opportunity of having’ their Name 


appear in this Lift, he has not been able to procure the Names of near one half of the numerous Subtcribers. 


He hopes, 


therefore, that thofe whofe Names are omitted will not be offended ; and begs that he may not be blamed if any Baa 
in this Lift are found wrong fpelt, as he has taken great Care ¢o0 have them all printed literally as they were. delive 


by the Newfinen, &c. 


